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INTRODUCTION


This book is about the work of science fiction writer Leigh Brackett, and is a companion to the Leigh Brackett (ology) website http://leighbrackett.blogspot.com and collects the content found at the site.  The various entries and elements can also be browsed there.


Brackett was known as the Queen of Space Opera, and famous for a series of vivid planetary romance adventures, particularly those of Eric John Stark.  She was also a crime writer and screenwriter.


It contains an analysis of the elements of her published stories, plus summaries of the work explaining what they are about, and a classification.


It also contains details of and links to free works online, encyclopedia, bibliography, interview and other such reference works, as well as the author's presence on the internet and other categories of interest.


There is also a concordance for each story included at the end. 


The works appear here in reverse chronological order of appearance at Leigh Brackett (ology).


CATEGORISATION 


The tags with a "z " prefix:


The works are tagged by the type of story, and by length (novella, novelette, short story, etc.).


Elements of the story are broken down into types of characters, places, concepts, technology, vehicles, weapons, food, media, races, animals and plants.


The tags with a "zz " prefix:


These are references to the work the elementis from.


The numeric tags:


These are references to the approximate relative importance of the element as follows : 


4.0 = Major element
   3.5 = Standard element
   3.0 = Minor element


A 0.0 indicates that the story, work or reference is one for which I have not seen an actual complete copy.


Characters being the most important elements, the "z " tags are self-explanatory, and the numbers correspond:


5.0 = Series character
   4.5 = Recurring character
   4.0 = Major character
   3.5 = Supporting character
   3.0 = Minor character


Explanation of story ratings here :-


If the entry is an actual fictional work such as a Short Story, the number is my opinion of its quality, as per this breakdown:


5.0 = Outstanding
   4.5 = Excellent
   4.0 = Very Good
   3.5 = Good
   3.0 = Average
   2.5 = Poor
   2.0 = Bad
   1.5 = Very Bad
   1.0 = Terrible


Please note that there is no analysis of the novellas "The Ark of Mars" and "The Teleportress of Alpha C" that in a slightly changed format make up the fixup Alpha Centauri or Die.


The focus of this book is science fiction, and at this point in time there is no analysis of the crime novels:


No Good From A Corpse
   Stranger At Home
   The Tiger Among Us
   An Eye For An Eye
   Silent Partner


not the Western novels:


Follow the Free Wind
   Rio Bravo


Early entries below 10 were blog comments not of interest.


You can email corrections to aussievamp2@gmail.com, or comment on the blog at http://leighbrackett.blogspot.com


Blue Tyson, June 09, 2010.TITLES 2271
   CONTENT 2271
   TERMS 6813
   1.


Leigh Brackett - John Clute and Peter Nicholls : z non-fiction - encyclopedia - 4.0 


Encyclopedia of Science Fiction entry.


"She began publishing sf stories in 1940 with "Martian Quest" for ASF, and although her first novel, No Good from a Corpse (1944) was a detection the 1940s were her period of greatest activity in the sf magazines; she appeared mostly in PLANET STORIES, THRILLING WONDER STORIES and others that offered space for what rapidly became her speciality: swashbuckling but literate PLANETARY ROMANCES, usually set on MARS, though there is no series continuity joining her Martian venues.
   In 1946 she married sf author Edmond HAMILTON, and may well have influenced his writing, which improved sharply after WWII; but she continued to use the name LB for her sf, for her other books, and for her film work. Some of her work from this period can be found in The Coming of the Terrans (coll of linked stories 1967) and The Halfling and Other Stories (coll 1973). She approached all she wrote with economy and vigour: everything about her stories â�� their colour, their narrative speed, the brooding forthrightness of their protagonists â�� amde them an ideal and fertile blend of traditional SPACE OPERA and SWORD AND SORCERY. She was a marked influence upon the next generation of writers. One novelette, "Lorelei of the Red Mist" (Planet Stories 1946), was written in collaboration with Ray BRADBURY.
   From the mid-1940s LB tended to move somewhat longer forms, setting on her favourite BURROUGHS Mars the first part of her Eric John series: The Secret of Sinharat (1949 Planet Stories "Queen of the Martian Catacombs"; rev 1964 People of the Talisman (1951 Planet Stories as Black Amazon of Mars"; rev 1964 dos) â�� both reportly expanded for book publication by Edmond Hamilton and both later assembled as Eric John Stark: Outlaw Of Mars (omni 1982) â�� and "Enchantress of Venus (1949; vt "City of the Lost Ones"), the last being collected in The Halfling. Stark concentrates all virtues of the sword-and-sorcery hero in his figure;"


2.


The Astounding Leigh Brackett - Virginia Johnson : z non-fiction - study - 4.0 


A multi-media overview. (With links to others - that you will also find at free sf list, but handily collated here).


http://www.artspoint.org/articles/columns2.asp?column_id=1737column_type=artspoin


3.


Colonial Barsoom - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - study - 5.0 


http://www.erbzine.com/mag17/1783.html


An extensive article looking at Brackett's Mars, with comparison and extension to Burroughs'.


4.


Leigh Brackett Much More Than the Queen of Space Opera! - Bertil Falk : z non-fiction - 4.5 - study 


http://www.bewilderingstories.com/issue250/brackett1.html


A lengthy article about her career and life.


5.


The Unclassifiable Leigh Brackett - James Sallis : z non-fiction - study - 3.5 


http://www.grasslimb.com/sallis/GlobeColumns/globe.09.brackett.html


A shortish overview type article.


6.


Leigh Douglass Brackett - Kevin Burton Smith : z non-fiction - study - 4.0 


http://www.thrillingdetective.com/trivia/brackett.html


A multi-media bibliography, detailing her work of interesting to crime fiction people.


7.


The Amazing Interview Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton - Darrell Schweitzer : z non-fiction - 5.0 - interview 


An informative interview talking about their work and the genre.  Closing on 5000 words.  Well worth getting.  Anyone publishing or working on them would certainly like this.


"AMAZING: What does the term "space opera" mean to you?
   BRACKETT: Well, it's a term that rather annoys us both because it has developed into a term of approbrium, for any story that has an element of adventure and action. I happen to like action stories and adventure stories, and to me this sense of wonder and all that goes into a space opera is abÂsolutely fascinating. I enjoy space opera and I like writing them.
   HAMILTON: Bob Tucker invented that title when he was a fan and I was reÂproaching him last spring again for having done so, because when you come right down to it, what are the astronauts' adventures but space opÂera? Including especially Apollo 13. That rescue of the men stranded out in space by bringing them back in and towing them with the starter, the module towing the other shipâ��that's just pure space opera. The old picÂtures on the covers of AMAZING STORIES showing men walking in spacesuits on the moonâ��they could be taken right from the photographs. I agree with Leigh, of course. I'm an old space opera fan. I don't like to see it mocked.
   AMAZING: What is the most important value of this type of writing? BRACKETT: Oh, the sense of advenÂture, the sense of opening up whole vistas of new worlds and possibilities of all sorts of lifeforms, encounters, excitements and all these things. I don't know whether it'll actually occur or not, but when I was young the stories of Mars by Edgar Rice BurÂroughs, which set me on my road to
   ruin as a science fiction writer, were so much more fascinating than all the other things I read about Indians and pirates and so on, all of which were quite authentic and real. This was a step beyond and it set me out into such realms of wonder and fascination that I've never been able to leave them. If you want philosophy, that's another matter. I'm writing for enterÂtainment and if I want philosophy I'll read philosophy, but I don't particuÂlarly care to have it mixed with my fiction.
   HAMILTON: I think the value is what you might call a seminal value, that bit by bit the old magazine stories filÂtered down through the public mind and established the concept of space travel simply because the people would see so many covers on magazines and so forth, so that it was easier, I think, for the public to acÂcept the space program. We contriÂbuted nothing directly to it. We didn't even prophesy it correctly, alÂthough we made some lucky hits, but well, when I was a youngster there was a proverb, "You could as soon do that as fly to the moon." It was a proverb to show something not possiÂble, and I think all this somewhat lurid literature penetrated down to the public to make them accept the space program, which is a costly busiÂness, and I think that's where it's chief value lies."


8.


Leigh Brackett Queen Of Space - G. W. Thomas : z non-fiction - 4.5 - bibliography 


http://www.gwthomas.org/brackett.htm


A cover retrospective bibliography.  Pretty cool.


9.


Gats Six-Guns and Blasters - Bud Webster : z non-fiction - 4.5 - bibliography 


http://www.helixsf.com/pastmasters/pastmasters0707.htm


An article about Leigh Brackett, with a complete bibliography at the time.


10.


Leigh Brackett Marion Zimmer Bradley Anne McCaffrey : z non-fiction - bibliography - 0.0 


Leigh Brackett, Marion Zimmer Bradley, Anne McCaffrey : a primary and secondary bibliography : Rosemarie Arbur


Boston, Mass. : G.K. Hall, c1982


11.


Wikipedia - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 4.5 - encyclopedia 


A useful stop, also has links to Wikipedia sections for Eric John Stark http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_John_Stark and The Leigh Brackett Solar System http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leigh_Brackett_Solar_System.


Leigh Brackett
   From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Leigh Brackett
   Born Leigh Douglass Brackett
   December 7, 1915
   Los Angeles, California, USA
   Died March 18, 1978 (aged 62)
   Occupation Novelist, screenwriter
   Nationality American
   Genres Science fiction, crime fiction
   Notable work(s) Eric John Stark series
   Spouse(s) Edmond Hamilton (m. 1946â��1977) 
    Literature portal
   Leigh Douglass Brackett (December 7, 1915 â�� March 18, 1978) was an American author, particularly of science fiction. She was also a screenwriter, known for her work on famous films such as The Big Sleep (1945), Rio Bravo (1959), The Long Goodbye (1973) and The Empire Strikes Back (1980).Contents [hide]
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Life


Leigh Brackett was born and grew up in Los Angeles, California. On December 31, 1946, at age 31, she married Edmond Hamilton in San Gabriel, CA, and moved with him to Kinsman, Ohio. She died in 1978.


Career


Author


Brackett was first published in her mid-twenties. Her first published science fiction story was "Martian Quest", which appeared in the February 1940 issue of Astounding Science Fiction. Her earliest years as a writer (1940-1942) were her most productive in numbers of stories written; however, these works show a writer still mastering her craft. The first of her science fiction stories still attempt to emphasize a quasi-scientific angle, with problems resolved by an appeal to the (usually imaginary) chemical, biological, or physical laws of her invented worlds. As Brackett became more comfortable as an author, this element receded and was replaced by adventure stories with a strong touch of fantasy. Occasional stories have social themes, such as "The Citadel of Lost Ships" (1943), which considers the effects on the native cultures of alien worlds of Earth's expanding trade empire.


Brackett's first novel, No Good from a Corpse, published in 1944, was a hard-boiled mystery novel in the tradition of Raymond Chandler. This led to her first major screenwriting assignment. At the same time, though, Brackett's science fiction stories were becoming more ambitious. Shadow Over Mars (1944) was her first novel-length science fiction story, and though still somewhat rough-edged, marked the beginning of a new style, strongly influenced by the characterization of the 1940s detective story and film noir. Brackett's heroes from this period are tough, two-fisted, semi-criminal, ill-fated adventurers. Shadow's Rick Urquhart (reputedly modelled on Humphrey Bogart's shadier film characters) is a ruthless, selfish space drifter, who just happens to be caught in a web of political intrigue that accidentally places the fate of Mars in his hands.


In 1946, the same year that Brackett married science fiction author Edmond Hamilton, Planet Stories published the novella "Lorelei of the Red Mist". Brackett only finished the first half before turning it over to Planet Stories' other acclaimed author, Ray Bradbury, so that she could leave to work on The Big Sleep. "Lorelei"'s main character is an out-and-out criminal, a thief called Hugh Starke. Though the story was well concluded by Bradbury, Brackett seems to have felt that her ideas in this story were insufficiently addressed, as she returns to them in later storiesâ��particularly "Enchantress of Venus" (1949).


Brackett returned from her break from science-fiction writing, caused by her cinematic endeavors, in 1948. From then on to 1951, she produced a series of science fiction adventure stories that were longer, more ambitious, and better written than her previous work. To this period belong such classic representations of her planetary settings as "The Moon that Vanished" and the novel-length Sea-Kings of Mars (1949), later published as The Sword of Rhiannon, a vivid description of Mars before its oceans evaporated.


With "Queen of the Martian Catacombs" (1949), Brackett found for the first time a character that she cared to return to. Eric John Stark is sometimes compared to Robert E. Howard's Conan, but is in many respects closer to Edgar Rice Burroughs' Tarzan or Rudyard Kipling's Mowgli. Stark, an orphan from Earth, is raised by the semi-sentient aboriginals of Mercury, who are later killed by Earthmen. He is saved from the same fate by a Terran official, who adopts Stark and becomes his mentor. When threatened, however, Eric John Stark frequently reverts to the primitive N'Chaka, the "man without a tribe" that he was on Mercury. Thus, Stark is the archetypical modern manâ��a beast with a thin veneer of civilization. From 1949 to 1951, Stark (whose name obviously echoes that of the hero in "Lorelei") appeared in three tales, all published in Planet Stories; the aforementioned "Queen", "Enchantress of Venus", and finally "Black Amazon of Mars". With this last story, Brackett's period of writing high adventure ended.


Brackett's stories thereafter adopted a more elegiac tone. They no longer celebrated the conflicts of frontier worlds, but lamented the passing away of civilizations. The stories now concentrated more upon mood than on plot. The reflective, retrospective nature of these stories is indicated in the titles: "The Last Days of Shandakor"; "Shannach â�� the Last"; "Last Call from Sector 9G".


This last story was published in the very last issue (Summer 1955) of Planet Stories, always Brackett's most reliable market for science fiction. With the disappearance of Planet Stories and, later in 1955, of Startling Stories and Thrilling Wonder Stories, the market for Brackett's brand of story dried up, and the first phase of her career as a science fiction author ended. A few other stories trickled out over the next decade, and old stories were revised and published as novels. A new production of this period was one of Brackett's most critically acclaimed science fiction novels, The Long Tomorrow (1955). This novel describes an agrarian, deeply technophobic society that develops after a nuclear war.


But most of Brackett's writing after 1955 was for the more lucrative film and television markets. In 1963 and 1964, she briefly returned to her old Martian milieu with a pair of stories; "The Road to Sinharat" can be regarded as an affectionate farewell to the world of "Queen of the Martian Catacombs", while the other â�� with the intentionally ridiculous title of "Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon" â�� borders on parody.


After another hiatus of nearly a decade, Brackett returned to science fiction in the seventies with the publication of The Ginger Star (1974), The Hounds of Skaith (1974), and The Reavers of Skaith (1976), collected as The Book of Skaith in 1976. This trilogy brought Eric John Stark back for adventures upon the extrasolar planet of Skaith (rather than his old haunts of Mars and Venus).


Most of Brackett's science fiction can be characterized as space opera or planetary romance. Almost all of her planetary romances take place within a common invented universe, the Leigh Brackett Solar System, which contains richly detailed fictional versions of the consensus Mars and Venus of science fiction in the 1930sâ��1950s. Mars thus appears as a marginally habitable desert world, populated by ancient, decadent, and mostly humanoid races; Venus as a primitive, wet jungle planet, occupied by vigorous, primitive tribes and reptilian monsters. Brackett's Skaith combines elements of Brackett's other worlds with fantasy elements.


The fact that the settings of Brackett's stories range from a rocket-crowded interplanetary space to the superstitious backwaters of primitive or decadent planets allows her a great deal of scope for variation in style and subject matter. In a single story, Brackett can veer from space opera to hard-boiled detective fiction to Western to the borders of Celtic-inspired fantasy. Brackett cannot, therefore, be easily classified as a Sword and planet science fantasy writer; though swords and spears may show up in the most primitive regions of her planets, guns, blasters and electric-shock generators are more common weapons.


Though the influence of Edgar Rice Burroughs is apparent in Brackett's Mars stories, the differences between their versions of Mars are great. Brackett's Mars is set firmly in a world of interplanetary commerce and competition, and one of the most prominent themes of Brackett's stories is the clash of planetary civilizations; the stories both illustrate and criticize the effects of colonialism on civilizations which are either older or younger than those of the colonizers, and thus they have relevance to this day. Burroughs' heroes set out to remake entire worlds according to their own codes; Brackett's heroes (often anti-heroes) are at the mercy of trends and movements far bigger than they are.[1]


Screenwriter


Shortly after Brackett broke into science fiction writing, she also wrote her first screenplays. Hollywood director Howard Hawks was so impressed by her novel No Good from a Corpse that he had his secretary call in "this guy Brackett" to help William Faulkner write the script for The Big Sleep (1946).[2] The film, starring Humphrey Bogart and written by Brackett, William Faulkner, and Jules Furthman, is considered one of the best movies ever made in the genre. However, after her marriage, Brackett took a long break from screenwriting.


When she returned to screenwriting in the mid-1950s, she wrote for both TV and movies. Howard Hawks hired her to write or co-write several John Wayne pictures, including Rio Bravo (1959), Hatari! (1962), El Dorado (1966) and Rio Lobo (1970). Because of her background with The Big Sleep, Robert Altman hired her to write his deconstruction of Raymond Chandler's stories, The Long Goodbye (1973).


The Empire Strikes Back


Brackett worked on the screenplay for The Empire Strikes Back. The movie won the Hugo Award in 1981. This script was a departure for Brackett, since until then, all of her science fiction had been in the form of novels and short stories.


The exact role which Brackett played in writing the script for Empire is the subject of some dispute. What is agreed on by all is that George Lucas asked Brackett to write the screenplay based on his story outline. It is also known that Brackett wrote a finished first draft which was delivered to Lucas shortly before Brackett's death from cancer on March 18, 1978. The screenplay was revised for filming by Lucas and Lawrence Kasdan, and both Brackett and Kasdan (though not Lucas) were given credit for the final script.


Many reviewers believed that they could detect traces of Brackett's influence in both the dialogue and the treatment of the space opera genre in Empire.[3] However, Laurent Bouzereau, in his book Star Wars: The Annotated Screenplays, states that Lucas disliked the direction of Brackett's screenplay and discarded it. He then produced two screenplays before turning the results over to Kasdan, who did not work directly with Brackett's script at all. By this scenario, Lucas' assignment of credit to Brackett was a mere courtesy or mark of respect for the work she had done during her illness.[4] Support for this view comes from Stephen Haffner, owner of the press that printed Martian Quest: The Early Brackett, who has read Brackett's script, and claims thatâ��outside Lucas' storylineâ��nothing of Brackett's personal contributions survives in the finished movie.


Brackett's screenplay has never been published. According to Haffner, it can be read at the library of the Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, New Mexico, but may not be copied or borrowed off-site.
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   Webster, Bud. "Past Masters: Gats, Six-Guns and Blasters". Helix, a speculative fiction quarterly. Retrieved 2009-06-12.
   Categories: 1915 births | 1978 deaths | Leigh Brackett | American science fiction writers | American fantasy writers | American mystery writers | Western (genre) writers | American novelists | American screenwriters | People from Los Angeles, California | Women screenwriters | Worldcon Guests of Honor


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leigh_Brackett


12.


Leigh (Douglass) Brackett (1915-1978) - Petri Liukkonen : z non-fiction - bibliography - 3.5 


A brief overview and bibliography focusing on movies and novels.


http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/brackett.htm


13.


Fantastic Fiction - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - bibliography - 4.0 


Bibliography of work, including books containing some short stories.  Also some cover images.


http://www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/b/leigh-brackett/


14.


Webscription.net - Leigh Brackett : publisher - z in print - 5.0 


Publisher of a large amount of Brackett (and Hamilton) work electronically.  Highly recommended.


http://www.webscription.net/s-139-leigh-brackett.aspx


15.


Planet Stories - Leigh Brackett : publisher - z in print - 5.0 


Publisher of several of Brackett's longer planetary romance works.


http://paizo.com/store/paizo/planetStories


16.


Haffner Press - Leigh Brackett : publisher - 4.5 - z in print 


Publisher focused on hardback collectible work.  In Brackett's case, focusing on the short stories.  There are also Hamilton titles to come. Three books so far.  I have not seen these.


The page also includes some short biographical and bibliographical information.


http://www.haffnerpress.com/lbql.html#LB-HP


17.


Cordwainer Smith Rediscovery Award - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - award - 4.0 


The 2005 recipient, their page also includes a bibliography.


http://www.cordwainer-smith.com/leighbrackett.htm


18.


Martian Elegy - Nicola Griffith : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


The introduction to the Planet Stories edition of The Sword Of Rhiannon.


19.


Who Is Eric John Stark? - F. Paul Wilson : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


The introduction to the Planet Stories edition of The Hounds Of Skaith.


20.


Roadmap To the Stars - Ben Bova : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


The introduction to the Planet Stories edition of The Ginger Star.


21.


From Stark To Star Wars - George Lucas : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


The introduction to the Planet Stories edition of The Reavers Of Skaith.


22.


Stark Rides Again - Michael Moorcock : z non-fiction - 4.5 - introduction 


The introduction to the Planet Stories edition of The Ginger Star, with some personal reminiscing.


23.


B  B Brackett and Bradbury 1944 - Ray Bradbury : z non-fiction - introduction - 3.5 


Brief introduction to the hardback collection of all Brackett's crime fiction, No Good From A Corpse, from Dennis McMillan.


24.


Epiphany - Michael Connelly : z non-fiction - afterword - 3.5 


Afterword to the No Good From A Corpse collection talking about youthful inspiration watching Brackett's Marlowe.


25.


A Leigh Brackett Bibliography - Robin Smiley : z non-fiction - 5.0 - bibliography 


Page 563, No Good From A Corpse, says it is from Firsts: The Book Collector's Magazine.


Useful for knowing what obscure movies and tv she worked on.


26.


Story-Teller Of Many Worlds - Edmond Hamilton : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


Introduction to The Best Of Leigh Brackett.


27.


Freebase - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 3.5 - encyclopedia 


Bare bones encyclopedia type entry.
   http://www.freebase.com/view/en/leigh_brackett


28.


IMDB - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - bibliography - 4.0 


Filmography information.


http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0102824/


29.


Film Reference - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - bibliography - 4.0 


Film centred bibliography, does include details of some non-fiction by and about her.


http://www.filmreference.com/Writers-and-Production-Artists-Bo-Ce/Brackett-Leigh.html


30.


Leigh Brackett: American Writer - John .L. Carr : z non-fiction - study - 0.0 


An article from Locus magazine.


31.


Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton: A Working Bibliography - Gordon Benson Jr : z non-fiction - bibliography - 0.0 


San Bernardino, 1988.


32.


Introduction - Edmond Hamilton : z non-fiction - introduction - 3.0 


One page in the Ace Double of The People of the Talisman and the Secret Of Sinharat.


33.


Leigh Brackett: Interview - Paul Walker : z non-fiction - interview - 0.0 


Speaking of Science Fiction: The Paul Walker Interviews, (1978, Paul Walker, LUNA Publications, 0-930346-01-7, $6.95, 425pp, tp, coll)


34.


Sword Woman - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - introduction - 0.0 


Introduction to the Robert E. Howard collection.


Sword Woman, (May 1977, Robert E. Howard, Zebra Books, 0-89083-261-7, $1.50, 176pp, pb, coll) Cover: Stephen Fabian 
   Sword Woman, (Dec 1979, Robert E. Howard, Berkley, 0-425-04445-9, $1.95, 169pp, pb, coll) Cover: Ken W. Kelly 
   Sword Woman, (Oct 1986, Robert E. Howard, Ace, 0-441-79279-0, $2.95, 169pp, pb, coll) Cover: Ken W. Kelly


35.


Flashback: Leigh Brackett - Jill Komensky : z non-fiction - study - 0.0 


(bg) Pulp Eternity Magazine #1 1998


36.


The Creators of Science Fiction 5: Leigh Brackett - Brian Stableford : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


(ar) Interzone Feb 1996


37.


Quotations From - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - quotes - 4.0 


Some lines from some of the movies.


http://www.poemhunter.com/quotations/famous.asp?people=Leigh%20Brackett


38.


Western Writers Of America Award - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - award - 3.5 


1963


Novel: Follow the Free Wind by Leigh Brackett (Doubleday) 


39.


Leigh Brackett's The Long Tomorrow: A Quest for the Future America - Diane Parkin-Speer : z non-fiction - 0.0 - essay 


Extrapolation 26 (1985):190-200.


40.


Eric John Stark - Algis Budrys : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


The introduction to Baen's 'The Eric John Stark Saga' giving an overview.


http://www.webscription.net/chapters/0345318277/0345318277.htm


41.


Letting My Imagination Go - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - introduction - 3.5 


Written in 1969, used as the introduction to the Fantasy Masterworks Sea-Kings Of Mars.


42.


The Enchantress Of Worlds - Stephen Jones : z non-fiction - 4.5 - afterword 


A lengthy afterword to the Fantasy Masterworks Sea-Kings of Mars, detailing the writer.


43.


John W. Campbell Appreciation - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 0.0 - essay 


An essay in : Locus, July 22, 1971.


44.


Queen Of the Martian Mysteries an Appreciation Of Leigh Brackett - Michael Moorcock : z non-fiction - 4.5 - introduction 


A lengthy one, too, and used as the Introduction to the Haffner edition Martian Quest.


http://www.fantasticmetropolis.com/i/brackett/1/


45.


Leigh Brackett - Don D'Ammassa : z non-fiction - 3.5 - encyclopedia 


Entry from the Literary Movements Encyclopedia of Science Fiction.


46.


Author's Introduction to Stark and the Star Kings - Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


"Twenty-six-and-a-half years ago, when we got married, we thought collaboration would be an easy and delightful thing. We could, we thought, begin now to turn out twice as many stories with half the effort.


We tried it.


Once."


http://www.webscription.net/chapters/1893887162/1893887162.htm


47.


Science Fiction Oral History Association - Rick Jackson : z non-fiction - audio - 0.0 


Apparently there are recordings of a couple of panels Leigh Brackett was involved in, on cassette, so don't know if they are obtainable or usable.


http://www.sfoha.org/


48.


Who Is This Curt Phillips Person Anyway? - Curt Phillips : z non-fiction - 5.0 - fans 


"Do you like Edgar Rice Burroughs?" a voice next to me asked.  I looked up at a pleasant looking older woman who'd sat down nearby.  I said that I did, and she asked if I'd read any of his Martian series.  Well, this was interesting.  This lady who looked a little like my grandmother knew about Burroughs, and as we talked it turned out that she knew a lot more about Burroughs than I did.  And Ray Bradbury too.  And also Heinlein and all the other writers that I liked.  I don't know how long we talked, but I was sitting there explaining a famous Bradbury story - while she listened politely and nodded in the right places - when someone walked over to her and handed her a book.  She took a pen from her purse and wrote something in it and handed it back.  And then someone else came over with a whole shopping bag full of books.  Intrigued by this, I edged over to see what she was writing and learned that my new friend, this grandmotherly lady who'd so politely listened to me explain Ray Bradbury, was Leigh Brackett. 


Later that afternoon I got her to sign a book for me too.  It's still one of my prized posessions."


http://www.freewebs.com/absarka/


49.


Shapers Of Science Fiction Leigh Brackett - Robert Michael Sabela : z non-fiction - fanzine - 3.5 


A short article in a fanzine called 'Wondrous Stories'.


http://efanzines.com/VoP/VoP118.pdf


50.


Tony Macklin Interview - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - interview - audio 


Almost fell over when I saw this.  Audio, over an hour long.  Talks about her writing career and how she got started, both SF and movies.  Great stuff.


http://tonymacklin.net/audio/brackett.mp3


51.


Rio Bravo Screenplay - Leigh Brackett and Jules Furthman : z script - screenplay - 4.0 


http://www.scribd.com/doc/18500890/Rio-Bravo


52.


The Big Sleep - Leigh Brackett and William Faulkner and Jules Furthman : z script - screenplay - 4.0 


http://www.dailyscript.com/scripts/Big_Sleep.pdf


53.


The Empire Strikes Back - Leigh Brackett and Lawrence Kasdan : z script - screenplay - 4.0 


http://www.scenebyscene.net/v/tesbscript.txt


54.


Leigh Brackett - Ed Gorman : z non-fiction - 3.5 - article 


A short blog article about movie writing.


http://newimprovedgorman.blogspot.com/2008/06/leigh-brackett.html


55.


The Connoisseur's Guide to  the Scripts of the Star Wars Saga - Bjorn Wahlberg : z non-fiction - 4.5 - study 


Includes some notes on what Brackett did on The Empire Strikes Back.


http://www.starwarz.com/starkiller/writings/cguide.htm


56.


All About the Vampire's Ghost - Doug Gibson : z non-fiction - 4.5 - fans 


Never seen this movie available anywhere, or on anywhere, so here's some good info :-


http://planninecrunch.blogspot.com/2009/04/all-about-vampires-ghost.html


57.


Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - obituary - 0.0 


Ran across a reference today to:


From the July/Aug 1978 issue of Isaac Asimov's Science Fiction Magazine.


Leigh Brackett Hamilton: A Memoir, ob, Jul/Aug 1978, IASFM, V2N4 #8


58.


Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brackett - Dave Smith : z non-fiction - 5.0 - fans 


"Among my most congenial memories are those of the mid 1970s, when I knew Ed and Leigh Hamilton during the last few years they were alive."


http://blog.davidcsmith.net/2009/11/03/edmond-hamilton-and-leigh-brackett/


59.


Leigh Brackett Biography : z non-fiction - 3.5 - biography 


A short article at biographybase.


http://www.biographybase.com/biography/Brackett_Leigh.html


60.


Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton : study - z photograph - 4.0 


Photograph from ERBzine.


http://www.erbzine.com/mag17/lb41h3.jpg


61.


Eric John Stark - Dalmazio Frau : z artwork - 3.5 - fans 


Complete with Hounds of Skaith.


http://www.ascentaspirations.ca/stark.jpg


62.


The Secret Of Sinharat - Andrew Hou : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Alternate version of the Paizo cover.


http://th01.deviantart.net/fs23/300W/f/2007/343/f/6/The_Secret_of_Sinharat_by_nJoo.jpg


63.


Martian Series - Pierre Soulages : professional - z cover - 4.0 


A French cover to a Brackett book apparently.


http://livingrope.deviantart.com/art/Martian-cover-91791381


64.


Young Leigh Brackett : study - z photograph - 4.0 


A photograph.


http://www.groovium.com/coming_soon/images/Groovium_15_4be1_Young_Leig.jpeg


65.


La Spada di Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


An Italian cover.


http://www.fantascienza.net/uraniandco/U0131.jpg


66.


Les Terriens Arrivent! - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


French version cover.


http://gotomars.free.fr/covers/pp5388.jpg


67.


I Canali di Marte - Leigh Brackett : professional - 2.5 - z cover 


An italian cover (small).


A urania classic.


http://i20.ebayimg.com/05/i/001/11/cd/78b5_12.JPG


http://www.fantascienza.com/catalogo/Cov/08/08236.jpg


68.


Le Secret de Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


French cover.  Martian Catacombs turn your purple?


http://rocbo.net/litter/sf/img/abcd/LeSecretDeSinharat_small.jpg


69.


Leigh Brackett's Mars : 4.5 - z artwork - professional 


A map, in german.  Also in Flash.


http://www.fantasy-atlas.org/karten/brackett1.html


70.


Het Zwaard Van Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


http://www.deboekenplank.nl/naslag/aut/b/img/b2091_1978.jpg


Dutch cover for this book.


http://www.deboekenplank.nl/naslag/aut/b/img/b2091_1978.jpg


71.


Terra Fantasy Wachfer am Todesfor - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


German cover?  Not sure what this is from.


http://www.gps-recordstore.de/grafik_fantasy_terra/Terra_41.jpg


72.


De Halfling En Andere Verhalen - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Note that this cover art is on my Dell paperback of C. L. Moore's Judgment Night collection.


http://www.deboekenplank.nl/naslag/aut/b/img/b2086_1981.jpg


73.


L'epee de Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


A French cover from a Brackett series.


http://gotomars.free.fr/covers/pp5317.jpg


74.


L'epee de Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


Another French version.


http://gotomars.free.fr/covers/marab503.jpg


75.


Le Peuple du Talisman - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


A French cover.


http://gotomars.free.fr/images/tali1.jpg


76.


Livre de Mars - Phillipe Druillet : 4.5 - z artwork - professional 


Interior illustrations, several :-


http://gotomars.free.fr/new/cla_18.jpg


http://gotomars.free.fr/new/cla_18.jpg


http://gotomars.free.fr/new/cla_18bis.jpg


http://gotomars.free.fr/new/cla_18bis.jpg


77.


Le Secret de Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


Another cover from a French series.


http://gotomars.free.fr/covers/pp5336.jpg


http://gotomars.free.fr/covers/pp5336.jpg


78.


Le Peuple du Talisman - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


Another in the French cover series.


http://gotomars.free.fr/covers/pp5350.jpg


79.


La Porte vers L'Infini - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


French cover art.


http://gotomars.free.fr/covers/porte.jpg


80.


Oltre L'Infinito - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


An Italian cover.


http://i43.photobucket.com/albums/e393/ncoltri/Copertine_1/Cover0034-2.jpg


http://i43.photobucket.com/albums/e393/ncoltri/Copertine_1/Cover0034-2.jpg


81.


Las Ciudades Perdidas de Marte - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Spanish cover version I think.


http://www.estudioenescarlata.com/images/portadas/2000000285047.jpg


82.


Das Vermachtnis Der Marsgotter - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


German cover for The Sword of Rhiannon.


http://www.dieter-von-reeken.de/utogross/ug046.jpg


83.


Leigh Brackett at a convention costume judging : z photograph - fans - 4.0 


One girl with cape, one Robin.


http://efanzines.com/EK/eI31/judges.jpg


84.


The Reavers Of Skaith - Chris Achilleos : 4.5 - z artwork - professional 


Illustration for this book cover.


http://www.chrisachilleos.co.uk/main/gallerie/fantasy/fantasy.html?TopFrame=/main/gallerie/fantasy/pages/red_city.html


http://www.chrisachilleos.co.uk/main/gallerie/fantasy/images/red_city.jpg


85.


The Ginger Star - Chris Achilleos : z artwork - professional - 4.0 


A cover for this book.


http://www.chrisachilleos.co.uk/main/bookcovers/fantasy/images/ginger1.jpg


http://www.chrisachilleos.co.uk/main/bookcovers/fantasy/images/ginger1.jpg


86.


The Hounds Of Skaith - Chris Achilleos : z artwork - professional - 4.0 


The second in his Skaith cover series.


http://www.chrisachilleos.co.uk/main/bookcovers/fantasy/images/hounds2.jpg


http://www.chrisachilleos.co.uk/main/bookcovers/fantasy/images/hounds2.jpg


87.


Los Perros de Skaith - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


A cover from this edition of the Hounds Of Skaith.  Small version.


http://www.tierrasdeacero.com/beta/bib/lib2151.jpg


88.


La Legge de Vardia : professional - z cover - 3.5 


An Italian cover art.


http://www.fantascienza.net/uraniandco/U0026.jpg


89.


The Writer as Nonentity - Tom Howard : z non-fiction - 3.5 - article 


Touching on why Brackett had some recognition, whereas most writers do not, in the movie realm.


http://www.crimefactory.net/cfOLM-003.html


90.


The Science-Fiction Field - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 4.5 - article 


At article from an old writer's magazine - Writer's Digest, July 1944


Reprinted in Haffner's Lorelei Of the Red Mist: Planetary Romances.


She talks about writing science fiction stories at that point in time.


91.


Stark and the Star Kings Introduction - John Jakes : z non-fiction - introduction - 3.0 


An introduction to Haffner's Stark and the Star Kings volume, telling of the little he remembers about meeting Hamilton and Brackett at a convention, and their inspiration to him as a kid.


92.


Leigh Brackett - Harry Turtledove : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


An introduction to the Haffner Lorelei Of the Red Mist volume, talking of his admiration and things old-fashioned.


93.


The Vampire's Ghost - Leigh Brackett and John K. Butler : fantasy - z movie - 0.0 


Republic Pictures, 1945. 59 min.  Black and White.


Not seen.


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0038214/


94.


Crime Doctor's Manhunt - Leigh Brackett : crime - z movie - 0.0 


Columbia, 1946. 61 mins. Black and White


The Crime Doctor is apparently a multimedia series character = see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime_Doctor_(character)


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0038430/


95.


Rio Bravo - Leigh Brackett and Jules Furthman : 5.0 - western - z movie 


Armarda, 1959.  141 mins.


Classic Western starring John Wayne.  A great movie.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_Bravo_(film)


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0053221/


96.


Gold of the Seven Saints - Leigh Brackett and Leonard Freeman : 3.5 - western - z movie 


Warner, 1961.  88 mins. Black and White.


Amusing treasure hunting dodgy bloke buddy movie with rivals who'd like to perforate 'em.
   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_of_the_Seven_Saints


97.


Hatari! - Leigh Brackett : western - z movie - 4.0 


1962, Paramount.
   A John Wyane movie about capturing animals in Africa for zoos before tranquiliser guns were available. Lots of chasing in vehicles and roping, and funny antics with monkeys and baby elephants and pet leopards to go with it.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hatari!


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0056059/


98.


The Big Sleep - Leigh Brackett and William Faulkner and Jules Furthman : 4.5 - crime - z movie 


1946, Warner.


Classic crime movie adaptation of Raymond Chandler's novel about detective Philip Marlowe.


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0038355/


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Big_Sleep_(1946_film)


99.


El Dorado - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - western - z movie 


Paramount, 1967.  126 mins.


A John Wayne western with a lot of similarities to Rio Bravo.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Dorado_(film)


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0061619/


100.


Rio Lobo - Leigh Brackett and Burton Wohl : 3.0 - western - z movie 


1970, National General.  114 mins.
   A just after the Civil War Western with John Wayne.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_Lobo


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0066301/


101.


The Empire Strikes Back - Leigh Brackett and Lawrence Kasdan : z movie - 4.0 - science fiction 


1980, 20th Century Fox. 124 mins.


The sequel to Star Wars.


Here's a quote from the Brackett entry on Wikipedia about this: -


"However, Laurent Bouzereau, in his book Star Wars: The Annotated Screenplays, states that Lucas disliked the direction of Brackett's screenplay and discarded it. He then produced two screenplays before turning the results over to Kasdan, who did not work directly with Brackett's script at all. By this scenario, Lucas' assignment of credit to Brackett was a mere courtesy or mark of respect for the work she had done during her illness.[4] Support for this view comes from Stephen Haffner, owner of the press that printed Martian Quest: The Early Brackett, who has read Brackett's script, and claims thatâ��outside Lucas' storylineâ��nothing of Brackett's personal contributions survives in the finished movie.


Brackett's screenplay has never been published. According to Haffner, it can be read at the library of the Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, New Mexico, but may not be copied or borrowed off-site."


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0080684/


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search?search=Star%20Wars%20Episode%20V%3A%20The%20Empire%20Strikes%20Back


102.


The Long Goodbye - Leigh Brackett : 2.0 - crime - z movie 


1973, E-K Corporation.  112 mins.


A completely different take on the Chandler novel adaptation.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Long_Goodbye_(film)


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0070334/


103.


Archer The Body Beautiful - Leigh Brackett : crime - 0.0 - z television 


13 February 1975 (Season 1, Episode 3), TV episode, unseen.
   http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0514276/


104.


The Rockford Files The Four Pound Brick - Leigh Brackett and Juanita Bartlett : crime - 0.0 - z television 


21 February 1975 (Season 1, Episode 21)


I have seen some Rockford files episodes, don't remember if this was one of them.


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0688066/


105.


The Alfred Hitchcock Hour Terror at Northfield - Leigh Brackett : crime - 0.0 - z television 


11 October 1963 (Season 2, Episode 3).


Television episode.  Unseen.
   http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0394092/


106.


The Alfred Hitchcock Hour Death of a Cop : crime - 0.0 - z television 


24 May 1963 (Season 1, Episode 32)


Television episode. Unseen.
   http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0394036/


107.


Checkmate Face in the Window - Leigh Brackett : crime - 0.0 - z television 


22 October 1960 (Season 1, Episode 5)


Television episode.  Unseen.
   http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0539617/


108.


Rio Bravo - Leigh Brackett : western - 0.0 - z novel 


Rio Bravo, (Jan 1959, Leigh Brackett, Bantam, #1893, $0.25, 154+6pp, pb)


Novelisation of the movie.  Unread.
   http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/title.cgi?110549


109.


An Eye For An Eye - Leigh Brackett : crime - 0.0 - z novel 


An Eye for an Eye, (Dec 1957, Leigh Brackett, Doubleday, 186pp, hc) Cover: Alice Smith 
   An Eye for an Eye, (Dec 1957, Leigh Brackett, Doubleday, 186pp, hc) Cover: Alice Smith 
   An Eye for an Eye, (1958, Leigh Brackett, T. V. Boardman, hc) 
   An Eye for an Eye, (Oct 1961, Leigh Brackett, Bantam, #A2308, $0.35, 138pp, pb)


Crime novel.  Unread.
   http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/title.cgi?110503


110.


Silent Partner - Leigh Brackett : crime - 0.0 - z novel 


Silent Partner, (1969, Leigh Brackett, Putnam, 191pp, hc)


Crime novel.  Unread.
   http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/title.cgi?110505


111.


The Dragon-Queen Of Jupiter - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 4.0 - z variant 


Planet Stories, Summer 1941, (May 1941, Malcolm Reiss, Love Romances, Inc.; New York, $0.20, 128pp, Pulp, magazine)


7000 words - (The Dragon-Queen of Venus is, anyway)


This is the same story, with a few errors of geography in it, the only difference is a few mentions of Jupiter in the original, see :-


http://leighbrackett.blogspot.com/2009/12/where-are-leigh-bracketts-dragon-queens.html


http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/title.cgi?76897


112.


The Ark Of Mars - Leigh Brackett : mars - 3.0 - z novella 


Planet Stories, September 1953, (Sep 1953, Jack O'Sullivan, Love Romances Publishing Co., Inc.; Stamford, CT, $0.25, 116pp, Pulp, magazine) Cover: Kelly Freas - [VERIFIED] 
   American Science Fiction Magazine, #26, (1954, uncredited, Malian Press, -/9, ph, magazine)


I've read this as incorporated into Alpha Centauri or Die!  So no length measurement other than it is likely a novella, but could be a long novelette, as Alpha Centauri or Die is 40,000 words, so about half that.  Rating is from what I read in the above.


The National Library has a copy :- http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/1587289


http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/title.cgi?77141


113.


Teleportress Of Alpha C - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novella - interstellar 


Planet Stories, Winter 1954-55, (Dec 1954, Jack O'Sullivan, Love Romances Publishing Co., Inc.; Stamford, CT, $0.25, 100pp, Pulp, magazine)
   I've read this as incorporated into Alpha Centauri or Die!  So no length measurement other than it is likely a novella, but could be a long novelette, as Alpha Centauri or Die is 40,000 words, so about half that.  Rating is from what I read in the above.


http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/title.cgi?77170


114.


Follow the Free Wind - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - western - z novel 


Follow the Free Wind, (1963, Leigh Brackett, Doubleday, $2.95, 215pp, hc) Cover: Ray Houlihan 
   Follow the Free Wind, (Jun 1974, Leigh Brackett, Ballantine, 0-345-24013-8, $1.25, 213pp, pb) Cover: Frank C. McCarthy


There's also a Large Print version from 2002 from Center Point Pub. (the one I read).
   This won the Western Writers of America award.


http://leighbrackett.blogspot.com/2009/05/western-writers-of-america-award-leigh.html


A novelised version of the life of James Beckwourth, an half-breed that got into more adventures than you could imagine. Born just before the start of the 19th century, he got to live through the expansion west and more up into the 1860s.


A trailblazer with a general, a mountain man, after helping out the general's money man, a beaver trapper, a Crow warchief, running shops and trading posts, and an army scout.


Not to mention a horse thief, warrior and more. In fact, you would have been hard pressed to completely make all this up.


Towards the ends of the novel a journalist comes looking for him, wanting to recount his story, as other famous adventurers such as Kit Carson had books that sold well.


Looking it up, this book came out of these discussions:The Life and Adventures of James P. Beckwourth: Mountaineer, Scout, Pioneer and Chief of the Crow Nation by Thomas Bonner.


115.


Stranger At Home - Leigh Brackett : crime - 4.0 - z novel 


Stranger at Home, (1946, George Sanders, Simon  Schuster, 228pp, hc)


60000 words.


A man comes back home to his wealth and his wife and a big old hound or two after a few years of hard labor. A result of amnesia after an assault on a fishing trip with some friends.


His return starts a cycle of violence and murder among the group of friends on his original trip'


â��Aha!â�� said the M.E. â��Enter the femme fatale.â��


...


'By this time the reporters had arrived. Somehow the rumor had got around that Vickers had turned up silently out of the night, and that, coupled with the honey-sweet smell of murder, had brought them swarming.'


...


Vickers said, â��You wanted my wife.â�� 


â��Yes.â�� 


â��You tried to kill me.â�� 


â��Yes.â��


â��Twice.â��


â��Yes.â��


Vick himself an the police have to try and work out the twists in this case before he or anyone else gets hurt, if they can.


A little California noir.


116.


The Tiger Among Us - Leigh Brackett : crime - 3.5 - z novel 


The Tiger Among Us, (1957, Leigh Brackett, Doubleday, 191pp, hc) 
   The Tiger Among Us, (1958, Leigh Brackett, Boardman, 187pp) 
   Fear No Evil, (1960, Leigh Brackett, Corgi, #SC902, 2/6, 189pp, pb) 
   13 West Street, (May 1962, Leigh Brackett, Bantam, #J2323, $0.40, 149pp, pb) 
   The Tiger Among Us, (1989, Leigh Brackett, Simon and Schuster (Blue Murder), pb) 
   The Tiger Among Us, (1991, Leigh Brackett, Magna Print, 1-85057-826-5, 297pp, pb) 
   The Tiger Among Us, (1991, Leigh Brackett, Magna Print, 1-85057-825-7, 297pp, hc (cased)) 
   The Tiger Among Us, (Jun 2001, Leigh Brackett, Wildside Press, 1-58715-468-4, 192pp, tp)


Gang beating breakdown revenge.


An ordinary bloke goes for a walk, and ends up the target of a gang that likes to inflict violence on the less fortunate.


Set in a town in Ohio.


His recovery fractures his family for a time, and with the assistance of a sympathetic cop, a private detective and a bartender, tries to track the group down.


Their activities and crimes escalate as he searches for a breakthrough.


117.


No Good From A Corpse - Leigh Brackett : crime - 4.0 - z novel 


No Good from a Corpse, (1944, Leigh Brackett, Coward-McCann, hc) 
   No Good from a Corpse, (1944, Leigh Brackett, Quinn : Handi-Books, #32, $0.15, 143pp, pb) 
   No Good from a Corpse, (Jan 1999, Leigh Brackett, Dennis McMillan, 0-939767-32-5, $35.00, xi+564pp, hc, coll) Cover: Joe Servello 
   No Good from a Corpse, (Jul 2004, Leigh Brackett, Blackmask Online, 1-59654-026-5, $14.95, 156pp, pb) 
   No Good from a Corpse, (Aug 2007, Leigh Brackett, Blackmask.com, 978-1-59654-017-0, $7.95, ebook)
   70000 words.


I had read elsewhere that this was rather Chandlerian, and it seems that is certainly the case.


The private investigator in this novel is out to help people, even if he doesn't particularly like them, and even after getting shot, bashed, abused, lied to, and more.


He has made friends (and feels a lot more than that) about a nightclub singer who has an inability to engage in any sort of monogamy, serial, or parallel. He realises that she has a rather dodgy past, and when he gets a whispered phone threat, things turn bad.


This leads to an investigation where he is a murder suspect, as well as trying to clear the name of another man and childhood friend whose innocence he is sure of. Apart from these two gentleman, it appears that almost anyone else that appears could have been involved.


A non-obvious, well done mystery follows, with all sorts of characters, and a witness and lead list that keeps getting terminally shortened.


Quite well done.


118.


The City Of the Lost Ones - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 4.0 - z variant 


Race to the Stars, (Oct 1958, Leo Margulies, Oscar J. Friend, Crest, #s245, $0.35, 224pp, pb, anth)


This is a variant title for Enchantress of Venus.


119.


Fear No Evil - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 3.5 - z variant 


Fear No Evil, (1960, Leigh Brackett, Corgi, #SC902, 2/6, 189pp, pb) 
   This is a variant title for The Tiger Among Us.


http://leighbrackett.blogspot.com/2009/12/tiger-among-us-leigh-brackett.html


120.


13 West Street - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 3.5 - z variant 


13 West Street, (May 1962, Leigh Brackett, Bantam, #J2323, $0.40, 149pp, pb)
   This is a variant title for The Tiger Among Us.


http://leighbrackett.blogspot.com/2009/12/tiger-among-us-leigh-brackett.html


121.


The Other People - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 3.0 - z variant 


Best Science Fiction Stories and Novels: 9th Series, (1958, T. E. Dikty, Advent: Publishers, $3.50, 258pp, hc, anth) 
   Best Science Fiction Stories and Novels: 9th Series, (Mar 1958, T. E. Dikty, Advent: Publishers : SFBC, $1.20, 258pp, hc, anth)


This is a variant title for The Queer Ones.


122.


The Galactic Breed - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 3.5 - z variant 


Conquest of the Space Sea : The Galactic Breed, (1955, Robert Moore Williams, Leigh Brackett, Ace Double, #D-99, $0.35, 151+168pp, dos, omni)


Variant title for The Starmen Of Lyrdis.


123.


The Starmen - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 3.5 - z variant 


Startling Stories, March 1951, (Mar 1951, Sam Merwin, Jr., Better Publications, Inc.; Springfield, MA, $0.25, 164pp, Pulp, magazine)
   The Starmen, (1952, Leigh Brackett, Gnome Press, $2.75, 213pp, hc)
   I Romanzi di Urania #26, (Oct 1953, Giorgio Monicelli, Mondadori (Italy), #26, 150 Lit, 160pp, Digest, magazine)


The Starmen, (1954, Leigh Brackett, Museum, 8/6, 168pp, hc)
   Variant title for The Starmen Of Lyrdis.


124.


The Story Behind the Story - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - article - 4.0 


Thrilling Wonder Stories, Spring 1944, (May 1944, Oscar J. Friend, Standard Magazines, Inc., $0.15, 116pp, Pulp, magazine)


"You want to know how I came to write THE VEIL OF ASTELLAR? Well, one day I happened to read Dunsany's tale, THE MAN WITH THE GOLDEN EAR-RINGS. It's a fascinating little thing, and the end stuck in my mind: "And he said, 'I work in the Sargasso Sea, and I am the last of the pirates, the last left alive.' And I shook him by the hand I do not know how many times. I said: 'We feared you were dead.' And he answered sadly: 'No. No. I have sinned too deeply on the Spanish seas: I am not allowed to die. 'I have sinned too deeply. I am not allowed to die.'
   What more do you need for a story germ? It worked in me like yeast in dough. The Sargasso Sea is old and cramped, but in the gulfs of space there must be worlds and ways of sinning on them that man on this mundane pebble has never thought of. I got to thinking about that, and gradually the jewel-crystal world of Astellar and its black gateway beyond space and time took shape, and with it Shirina and the Veil and the golden Cloud, and the men who were afraid to die. One man in particularâ��Stephen Vance, the Judas goat who led the sheep to slaughter. The story grew easily, and the deeper I got into it . .
   Presently you're in another space, another time. You can take over any body that pleases you, for as long as you want. You can go between planets, between suns, between galaxies, just by thnking about it. You can see things, do things, taste experiences that all the languages of our space-time ricele continuum put together have no words for. 
   Memoriesâ��shade under sums that never burned for you. And the interlocking universes are infinite. . . 
   Stephen Vance was afraid to die. But immortality is a long time. . . .
   I wish I knew the way to Astellar.â��Leigh Brackett."


125.


And As For the Admixture of Cultures on Imaginary Worlds - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 0.0 - essay 


The Conan Swordbook: 27 Examinations of Heroic Fantasy, (1969, L. Sprague de Camp, George H. Scithers, Mirage Press, #V-104, $5.95, xiii+255pp, hc)
   The Blade of Conan, (May 1979, L. Sprague de Camp, Ace, 0-441-11670-1, $1.95, ix+310pp, pb) 


I have not seen this.


126.


Letter (Science Fiction Review #19) - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - letter - 0.0 


Science Fiction Review, November 1976, (Nov 1976, Richard E. Geis, Richard E. Geis, $1.25, 56pp, quarto, fanzine)
   Rosemarie Arbur's bibliography says this was correcting a review of The Starmen Of Lyrdis that it was not a reprint of The Galactic Breed (shorter work) but of the Gregg Press edition.


Unseen.


127.


Beyond Our Narrow Skies - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - introduction - 5.0 


Brackett talks about the importance of and disparaging treatment of space opera in by writers who keep saying it is dead. Imagine she might enjoy Reynolds et. al. :)  More quotes from this later.


128.


Foreword: The Coming Of the Terrans - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - foreword - 3.5 


To some of us, Mars has always been the Ultima 
     Thule, the golden Hesperides, the ever-beckoning 
     land of compelling fascination. Voyagers, electronic 
     and human, have begun the business of reducing 
     these dreams to cold, hard, ruinous fact. But as we 
     know, in the affairs of men and Martians, mere 
     fact runs a poor second to Truth, which is mighty 
     and shall prevail. Therefore I offer you these legends 
     of Old Mars as true tales, inviting all dreary realities 
     to keep a respectful distance.
     I can vouch for every one of these adventures. 
     After all, I was there.
     â�� LEIGH BRACKETT


129.


Addendum: The Best Of Leigh Brackett - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - addendum - 4.0 


Writing about how the maps came to be included in the volume: -


"About the maps of Mars.


A couple of years ago, I began to correspond with a lady in Minneapolis who had liked my stories about Mars and who refused to be satisfied with my explanations about why editors do not want any more of them. (The planet, they believe, has become too harsh a reality for my brand of legend.)
   The lady's name was Margaret Howes, and later on I had the pleasure of meeting her at the Minneapolis convention. She told me that making maps of imaginary worlds was one of her favorite hobbies, and would I mind if she did some maps of Mars, based on my stories?
   Far from minding, I was delighted. And in due course, the maps arrived, a pure labor of love, together with keys and several closely-reasoned pages concerning the reasons for placement of the cities, canals, etc. She knows my stories, and the geography (or, as she says, Areography) implied therein, much better than I do."


...


I thought the maps were beautiful. So did my editors, who decided to include them in this collection. And here you may find Jekkara and the Low Canals (I think the first mention of these was in "The Veil of Astellar"), and Valkis, and Barrakesh where John Ross met the man from Shandakor, and Shandakor itself, and that other lost city of Sinharat, beautiful derelicts in those haunted seas of drifting sand, of which Viking Lander is presently taking such incredible photographs.
   The cities and canals, of course, are fantasy. But the maps themselves . . . not so. Listen to the Cartographer.
   "No doubt you have the new probe map of Mars, and you will note that I took as much advantage of real natural features as I could. Syrtis Major and Sabaeus Sinus are obvious, of course, as the Eastern Drylands (I imagine this to have been a very deep section of ocean). Edom and Crater 2, in Syrtis, make good oasis spots, as does Solis Lacus for an oasis on the ocean bottom. Aurorae Sinus and Margaritifer Sinus have to be mostly desert, because all the stories speak of crossing only desert to get to Valkis or Jekkara. Shandakor is up there in Boreo Syrtis; Mare Acidalium becomes the hills of Outer Kesh; Oxia Palus is perfect for the location of the Wells of Karthedon; and no doubt you'll recognize the Nix Olympica area, not far from Kahora.
   "The other hemisphere doesn't give so much in the way of definite features to make use of, except that I do have Narrissan at the top of Nodus Laocontis;


130.


Afterword: The Best Of Leigh Brackett - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - afterword - 4.0 


An afterword by the author.


"Aside from the pleasure of congenial work and the making of a living, science fiction has given me much that is beyond price: lifelong friends, a worldwide family, and a marriage that has lasted almost thirty years to date.
   Even fairy gold won't buy all that!"


131.


Meet the Authors Leigh Brackett - Raymond A. Palmer : z non-fiction - study - 4.0 


Article in Amazing Stories, July 1941, (Jul 1941, Raymond A. Palmer, Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, $0.20, 148pp, Pulp, magazine)


This is also reprinted at the end of Haffner's Martian Quest the Early Brackett.


Short piece on how she grew up loving adventure stories, Burroughs, Haggard etc., and became a writer.


"By this time several alarming characteristics had appeared in me. I was crazy over dogs. I'd have had a dozen or so, if the family hadn't sternly refused to cooperate. I had a nice taste in Elizabethan oaths, garnered from pirate stories. I wavered between four desperate alternatives: whether to be a smuggler like Jim Davis, a pirate like Blackbeard, an all-round daredevil like Douglas Fairbanks, who was my idol, or just to settle for cowboys'n' Indians.
   And I discovered "imaginative fiction." There was apprehensive shaking of heads among the female relatives. Attempts were made to save me. But it was too late. I devoured Burroughs, Haggard, Balmer and Wylie, Doyle's unforgettable "Maracot Deep," Jules Verne. Yes, boys and girls. I was hooked. Completely and utterly. In the meantime, I flunked Latin and algebra, acted in some school plays, fought the neighbor's boy, and made several unsuccessful attempts to go to Mars a la John Carter.


132.


Meet the Author Leigh Brackett - Oscar J. Friend : z non-fiction - 0.0 - essay 


Startling Stories, Fall 1944, (Sep 1944, Oscar J. Friend, Better Publications, Inc., $0.15, 116pp, Pulp, magazine) Cover: Earle K. Bergey


Unseen.


133.


The Secret Of Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 5.0 - z variant 


The Secret of Sinharat, (Dec 2007, Leigh Brackett, Paizo Publishing, LLC., 1-60125-047-9, $12.99, 238pp, tp, omni)


Variant publication of People of the Talisman : Secret Of Sinharat.


134.


Eric John Stark: Outlaws Of Mars - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 5.0 - z variant 


Eric John Stark: Outlaw of Mars, (Sep 1982, Leigh Brackett, Del Rey : Ballantine, 0-345-30515-9, $2.25, 200pp, pb, omni)


A variant of the People of the TalismanSecret Of Sinharat omnibus.


135.


The Nemesis From Terra - Leigh Brackett : duplicate - 3.5 - z variant 


Collision Course : The Nemesis from Terra, (1961, Robert Silverberg, Leigh Brackett, Ace Double, #F-123, $0.40, 135+120pp, dos, omni)
   The Nemesis from Terra, (Dec 1976, Leigh Brackett, Ace, #56940, $1.50, 150pp, pb) 
   The Nemesis from TerraBattle for the Stars, (May 1989, Leigh Brackett, Edmond Hamilton, Tor Double, 0-812-55960-6, $2.95, 107+141pp, dos, omni)


Variant title of The Shadow Over Mars novel.


136.


The Sword Of Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - duplicate - z variant 


Sea-Kings of Mars (1949) - Leigh Brackett 


Magazine Appearances: 
   Sea-Kings of Mars (Complete Novel) (1949) - Leigh Brackett 
   The Sword of Rhiannon (Complete Novel) (1956) - Leigh Brackett 


Publications: 
   Thrilling Wonder Stories, June 1949, (Jun 1949, Sam Merwin, Jr., Standard Magazines, Inc., $0.25, 164pp, Pulp, magazine) - [VERIFIED] 
   The Sword of Rhiannon : Conan the Conqueror, (1953, Leigh Brackett, Robert E. Howard, Ace Double, #D-36, $0.35, 187+131pp, dos, omni) Cover: Norman Saunders , Schultz - [VERIFIED] 
   The Sword of Rhiannon, (1955, Leigh Brackett, T. V. Boardman, 9/6, 207pp, hc) 
   I Romanzi di Urania #131, (Aug 1956, Giorgio Monicelli, Mondadori (Italy), #131, 130 Lit, 128pp, Digest, magazine) Cover: Curt Caesar - [VERIFIED] 
   The Sword of Rhiannon, (1967, Leigh Brackett, Ace, #F-422, $0.40, 128pp, pb) Cover: John Schoenherr - [VERIFIED] 
   The Sword of Rhiannon, (Aug 1975, Leigh Brackett, Ace, #79141, $1.25, 141pp, pb) - [VERIFIED] 
   The Sword of Rhiannon, (Jun 1979, Leigh Brackett, Gregg Press, 0-8398-2522-6, $9.95, xiii+131pp, hc) 
   The Sword of Rhiannon, (Nov 1980, Leigh Brackett, Ace, 0-441-79142-5, $1.95, 141pp, pb) 
   Divide and RuleThe Sword of Rhiannon, (Jan 1990, L. Sprague de Camp, Leigh Brackett, Tor Double, 0-812-50362-7, $3.50, 94+136pp, pb dos-a-dos, anth) Cover: A. C. Farley and N. Taylor Blanchard - [VERIFIED] 
   Sea Kings of Mars, (Jul 2005, Leigh Brackett, Gollancz / Orion, 0-575-07689-5, Â£9.99, xii+653pp, tp, coll) Cover: Les Edwards - [VERIFIED]
   Variant title of Sea-Kings of Mars novel.


137.


Chris Owens : z character - major - zz design for dying - 4.0 


Ex-con criminal valued for his intelligence in helping to run things.  Spent 14 years inside thanks to a frame-up.  Married to Jo Owens.


138.


Jo Owens : z character - major - zz design for dying - 4.0 


Chris Owens' wife, and Sligh's sister. Up to the job of deception and action.


139.


Ray Jardine : z character - supporting - zz design for dying - 3.5 


Private investigator and criminal involved with the other sin the past, that wants to use Chris to change leadership.


140.


Georgie Molino : z character - supporting - zz design for dying - 3.5 


Current top crime man. Makes a lot through gambling.  Wants to use the new Chris in his organisation.  Has big plans.


141.


Sligh : z character - supporting - zz design for dying - 3.5 


Crime boss who Chris worked with. Jo's brother.  Has been housing his sister as domestic help with Chris in jail.


142.


Micky Shayne : zz design for dying - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Gunman for Molino.


143.


Shadow : zz design for dying - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Gunman for Molino.


144.


Design For Dying - Leigh Brackett : crime - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 12000
   Percent of complex words : 3.6
   Average syllables per word : 1.3
   Average words per sentence : 9.6


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 5.3
   Flesch : 85.4
   Flesch-Kincaid : 3.7
   CHARACTERS


Chris Owens


Ex-con criminal valued for his intelligence in helping to run things.  Spent 14 years inside thanks to a frame-up.  Married to Jo Owens.


Sligh


Crime boss who Chris worked with. Chris' brother-in-law.  Has been housing his sister as domestic help with Chris in jail.


Jo Owens


Chris Owens' wife, and Sligh's sister. Up to the job of deception and action.


Ray Jardine


Private investigator and criminal involved with the other sin the past, that wants to use Chris to change leadership.


Georgie Molino


Current top crime man. Makes a lot through gambling, and has a casino.  Wants to use the new Chris in his organisation.  Has big plans.


Micky Shayne


Gunman for Molino.


Shadow


Gunman for Molino.
   PLACES


Molino's
   SETTING


Probably California.  Sligh is mentioned as being 'in Vegas' Post-prohibition.  Repeal was while Chris was in jail.
   PLOT


Chris gets out of jail after a long stretch of doing time when things went wrong in a previous operation. He goes to see his wife, where they are met by Jardine, who explains what he wants in the way of changes.  Some training and alteration of appearance for Chris and Jo to set things up.  They will work under an alias.


Jardine and Jo find out Sligh has been killed.  Jardine wants to use Chris to make money.


The criminals have a plan to get into more mainstream black markets than vice, and to attempt to use politics to get some prohibition situations back.


It is revealed as a setup that Sligh is not dead and he is using the others to test if Chris still has what it takes.  There is gunplay with Shayne and Shadow to check this out.


However, Sligh's reveal is what Chris has been waiting for - revenge.  Sligh is tough though, and it takes a bullet from Jo to finish him.


"I dragged myself over to the low table where the phone was, not very far away. Jo said, "You going to call the law, Chris?"
   "Yeah. I'm going to give 'em the whole set-up, and then take whatever they want to give me. With luck, with what Molino and that Shayne louse can tell, with Sligh's plans for the combine to show them, I should get a decent break.
   "


 : Design For Dying - Leigh Brackett


145.


Golden Age Of Detection - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - encyclopedia - 4.0 


A brief overview with a section by Mike Grost focusing on a couple of her short stories.


http://gadetection.pbworks.com/Brackett,+Leigh


146.


California : z setting - 2.5 - zz design for dying 


The likely setting for the story, nowhere is named explicitly, however.


147.


Paul Channing : z character - major - zz i feel bad killing you - 4.0 


A ex-detective in the Surfside division.  Was tortured by a criminal gang.  Wants to show his brother was murdered.


148.


Marge Krist : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz i feel bad killing you 


Old girlfriend of Hank Channing.  Sister of Rudy, and she is also a gangster.


149.


Rudy Krist : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz i feel bad killing you 


Employee of Jack Flavin's. Brother of Marge and a young punk out of his depth.


150.


Jack Flavin : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz i feel bad killing you 


Surfside haberdashery store owner. Criminal racketeer.  Acquaintance of Dave Padway.


151.


Max Gandara : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz i feel bad killing you 


Surfside Division police captain, L.A.P.D. Was boss of both the Channings.


152.


Budge Hanna : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz i feel bad killing you 


Woman that likes a drink, and reporting.  Used to be the other way around.  Contact of Paul's.


153.


Millie : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz i feel bad killing you 


Witness who saw Budge Hanna on the night Henry was killed.  Helps to set Paul up.


154.


Joe : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz i feel bad killing you 


Gunman hired to work Paul over.  Enjoys his work.


155.


Dave Padway : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz i feel bad killing you 


Gang leader that Paul helped to put away.  Now out and working with Jack Flavin sometimes.


156.


Surfside : z setting - zz i feel bad killing you - 4.0 


A suburb of Los Angeles in this story - the division the three police officers in the story were based.


157.


Grab what you can get: the screenwriter as journeyman plumber a conversation with Leigh Brackett - Steve Swires : z non-fiction - 4.5 - interview 


(Information below is from Andrew Sergeant at the NLA, I have not read it myself as yet)


Runs from pages 413 to 421 of the Aug/Sep 1976 issue of Films In Review. 
   It consists of a couple of paragraphs of introductory information, on her career and life, followed by the transcript of Swires' interview with her (at a science fiction convention in Washington in September 1974), and features a small photo of Brackett with Howard Hawkes on page 415, working on the script for 'El Dorado'.


There are a few excerpts of this online here :-


"LB: That was Hawks. I have been at swords' points with him many a time because I don't like doing a thing over again, and he does. I remember one day he and John Wayne and I were sitting in the office, and he said we'll do such and such a thing. I said: "But Howard, you did it in Rio Bravo. You don't want to do this over again." He said: "Why not?" And John Wayne, all six feet four of him, looked down and said: "If it was good once it'll be just as good again." I know when I'm outgunned, so I did it. But I just don't like repeating myself. However, I'm wrong about half the time."


and here's a quote from the text :


"The "ten-day wonder" was because my agent, Hugh King, had been with Myron
   Selznick, my agency at that time, and he had gone over to Republic as story
   editor and had sort of managed to shoehorn me in because they were doing this
   horror film. They decided to cash in on the Universal monster school, and I had
   been doing science fiction, and to them it all looked the same?"bug-eyed
   monsters." It made no difference. I did The Vampire's Ghost there, and just out
   of the clear blue sky this other thing happened, purely on the strength of a
   hard-boiled mystery novel I had published. Howard Hawks read the book and liked
   it. He didn't buy the book, for which I can't blame him, but he liked the
   dialogue and I was put under contract to him.


You worked on the screenplay of The Big Sleep with William Faulkner. I wouldn't
   say that you collaborated, but both of your names are in the credits as having
   written the script, along with Jules Furthman .


I went to the studio the first day absolutely appalled. I had been writing pulp
   stories for about three years, and here is William Faulkner, who was one of the
   great literary lights of the day, and how am I going to work with him? What
   have I got to offer, as it were? This was quickly resolved, because when I
   walked into the office, Faulkner came out of his office with the book The Big
   Sleep and he put it down and said: "I have worked out what we're going to do.
   We will do alternate sections. I will do these chapters and you will do those
   chapters." And that was the way it was done. He went back into his office and I
   didn't see him again, so the collaboration was quite simple. I never saw what
   he did and he never saw what I did. We just turned our stuff in to Hawks."


http://secrethistoryofstarwars.com/conversationswithleighbrackett.html


158.


Planet Stories Feature Flash - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - article - 4.0 


Planet Stories, Winter 1942, (Nov 1942, W. Scott Peacock, Love Romances Publishing Co., Inc.; New York, $0.20, 128pp,


(This is from the Winter 1942 issue)


"FLASHING you the highlights on Leigh  Brackett, whose cosmic-minded yarns help to nourish Planet Stories.


I WENT through the usual procedure of being born. Time, Dec. 7, a few years before
   Pearl Harbor. Place, Los Angeles, California. Most of my childhood was spent combing a Southern California beach. I was an inveterate beach lover. My idea of heaven is a hunk of sand, a nice shiny sun, and a lot of ocean to play around in.
   When I was thirteen, I decided to become a writer. I haven't decided yet which are the unluckiestâ��the readers who like Brackett or the readers who don't. But I'm working on it.
   I reformed sufficiently to finish school in a blaze of brotherly love. My teachers and I got along famously, probably because I could act and make speeches. Crazy notion, but I loved it. I am a frustrated ham at heart. 
   I regret to say that nothing very exciting has happened to me. No hairbreadth escapes. No Great Loves. No Revelations. I taught speech and dramatics for one season, and swimming for three. I read prodigiously and always have, everything from Shakespeare to Dashiel Hammett, with a special fondless for fantasy.
   I like to travel. Some day, after this tragic mess is over, I want to see the whole world, east and west, taking it slow and giving the tourist routes the go by, I like people. Any kind of people, as long as I can learn something from them. I like to wear old clothes and loaf in the sun and eat and sleep and talk. I like the movies, mystery yarns, cloak-and-sword historicals, and non-fiction about crime and contemporary world events.
   I like to write. I like it more than anything else in the world, except, possibly, acting. (See? I told you. Ham.) I hope some day to become a good writer. I believe in science-fiction and fantasy as a definite form, entitled to dignified consideration. Sure, there's lousy stuff printed  in the field. But show me one where there isn't.
   And show me one that offers a writer as much truth scope for imagination and the creation of new worlds. That we sometimes fall short is another point entirely. I also believe in science-fiction as an entertainment form and not as propaganda: Writers with Messages, in most cases, give me, as a reader, a large galloping pain. . . . 
     And that's Brackett."


159.


Where are Leigh Brackett's Dragon Queens exactly? : z non-fiction - 5.0 - Analysis 


In the Planet Stories version (which is identical, except for Jupiter references it seems) we have the Planet Stories original part from 1941 listed first, and the later version second:-


"TEX stirred uneasily where he lay on the parapet, staring into the heavy, Jupiterian fog."
   and
   "Tex stirred uneasily where he lay on the parapet, staring into the heavy, Venusian fog."


"The Jupiterians were swarming up the incline on which the fort stood"
   and
   "The Venusians were swarming up the incline on which the fort stood"


"Jupiter is a virgin planet."
   and
   "Venus is a virgin planet."


"It's the rust that'll lose us Jupiter in the end."
   and
   "It's the rust that'll lose us Venus in the end."


"Hertford's Jungles of Jupiter"
   and
   "Hertford's Jungles of Venus"


"Then they can slaughter our boys when they come up, and have the whole of Jupiter clear."
   and
   "Then they can slaughter our boys when they come up, and have the whole of Venus clear."


"And some day the swamps would be drained, and men and women would find new wealth, new life, new horizons here on Jupiter."
   and
   "And some day the swamps would be drained, and men and women would find new wealth, new life, new horizons here on Venus."


However, the Planet Stories version seems to contradict itself joviographicaly:-


"There's your countryman, Breska. I'd say he isn't so sold on the idea of making Venus safe for colonists."
   and
   Tex grunted. "There's your countryman, Breska. I'd say he isn't so sold on the idea of making Venus safe for colonists."


"rouse the more lethargic pastoral tribes against the colonists, and sweep outland Peoples from the face of Venus."
   and
   "rouse the more lethargic pastoral tribes against the colonists, and sweep outland Peoples from the face of Venus."


"It's the rust that'll lose us Venus in the endâ��that, and these Dry Spots."
   and
   "It's the rust that'll lose us Venus in the endâ��that, and these Dry Spots."
   So pretty clearly some dodgy editing in the original magazine version and the later one changes it to actually make sense to the reader.  Venus is certainly the more logical choice from the setting, too.  So it really is the same story, with some errors fixed.


160.


An Interview with Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton - David Truesdale and Paul McGuire : z non-fiction - 5.0 - interview 


Truesdale, David :. McGuire, Paul. "An Interview with Leigh Brackett and
   Edmond Hamilton." Science Fiction Review 21 (May 1977): pp. 6-15.


(Now online!  Thanks very much Dave!)


"Following our journey from Oshkosh, WI to Minneapolis, MN for Minicon 10 in April of 1975â��our first real science fiction convention (see the William Tenn, Donald A. Wollheim, and Judy-Lynn  Lester del Rey interviews)â��we were hooked. So back the small staff of Tangent (all three of us) went to Minneapolis for Minicon 11, in April of 1976. We were more prepared this time for the interviews we hoped to get, having done our homework on specifically selected authors. Among several others from that weekend (including Jack Williamson), the interview with Ed Hamilton and Leigh Brackett turned out to be, without question, the highlight of our convention. Seated comfortably in their hotel room one afternoon, we spent nearly two hours with them. Ed and Leigh put us at our ease immediately with their casual laughter and relaxed demeanor. Their good mood put us in a good mood, erasing any and all feeling of intimidation we might have felt. They were open and giving with their answers, often playing off each others stories about themselves and other writers they had befriended over the years, most notably stories concerning Ray Bradbury, Henry Kuttner, Jack Williamson, and John W. Campbell. I will never forget this interview, and the hours I spent with Ed and Leigh. They were two of the most friendly, warm, and wonderful people I have ever met.


A few hours before the presentation of the Hugo awards at the Los Angeles worldcon in 1996, Darrell Schweitzer and I bumped into each other and decided to grab a bite to eat before the festivities began. We talked about this and that, and I asked him about my belief that the Tangent Brackett/Hamilton interview was indeed the last one ever conducted with them both, as I had read another interview with them (by him) in a subsequent issue of Amazing. He informed me that his was conducted much earlier than mine, but that Amazing had held onto it for some time, and that indeed the Tangent interview was the very last interview ever done with them both."


This is great stuff - and some pretty funny bits in here too.


http://www.tangentonline.com/index.php/interviews-columnsmenu-166/1270-classic-leigh-brackett-a-edmond-hamilton-interview


161.


I Feel Bad Killing You - Leigh Brackett : crime - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 10000
   Percent of complex words : 5.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 8.8


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 5.7
   Flesch : 80.7
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.2


SETTING


Surfside, Los Angeles, California USA
   CHARACTERS


Paul Channing


A ex-detective in the Surfside division.  Was tortured by a criminal gang.  Wants to show his brother was murdered.
   Marge Krist


Old girlfriend of Hank Channing.  Sister of Rudy, and she is also a gangster.


Rudy Krist


Employee of Jack Flavin's. Brother of Marge and a young punk out of his depth.


Jack Flavin


Surfside haberdashery store owner. Criminal racketeer.  Acquaintance of Dave Padway.


Max Gandara


Surfside Division police captain, L.A.P.D. Was boss of both the Channings.


Budge Hanna


Woman that likes a drink, and reporting.  Used to be the ither way around.  Contact of Paul's.
   Henry Channing


Paul Channing's dead brother, was also a Surfside cop.  Had been corresponding with his brother. Supposed to have committed suicide.


Millie


Witness who saw Budge Hanna on the night Henry was killed.  Helps to set Paul up.


Joe


Gunman hired to work Paul over.  Enjoys his work.


Dave Padway


Gang leader that Paul helped to put away.  Now out and working with Jack Flavin sometimes.
   PLOT


Paul Channing is a police officer that quit the force - possibly because of being tortured in pursuit of taking down the Padway gang.


His brother was still a cop, and he had been corresponding with him, but hadn't seen him for a while.  He seemed to be going well, when suddenly he finds out he has apparently committed suicide.  Or done the Dutch as they call it.


He meets with his old police captain and a reporter contact.  The former things they Channing boys lost their nerve, the latter knows something is hinky, drunk or not.  However, more likely rocking the boat: "All right. Hank said that Surfside was a dirty town, dirty from the gutters up. He said any man with the brains of a sick flea would know that most of the liquor places were run illegally, and most of the hotels, too, and that two-thirds of the police force was paid to have bad eyesight. He said it wasn't any use trying to do a good job as a decent cop. He said every report he turned in was thrown away for lack of evidence, and he was sick of it."


Channing's investigations turn up criminal connections, and the showdown shows that the problem with being a criminal is that your own side might blow you away.  In this case, Marge Krist: "You've done a good night's work, Marge. You killed Rudy just as much as you did Flavin, or Hank. Rudy had decent stuff in him. You forced him into the game, but Hank was turning him soft. You killed Hank."


162.


Fort Washington : z setting - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 4.0 


Military building on the planet Venus designed to help protect new settlers from the military incursions of the natives.  In the original version The Dragon-Queen of Jupiter, this is also given as Jupiter.


163.


Fort Nelson : z setting - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.0 


Another in the line of defensive structures, used as a diversion by the Dragon-Queen by means of a feint to draw off resources that could be used to reinforce Smith's garrison.


164.


Tex : z character - major - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 4.0 


A corporal in the Volunteer Legion.  An Earthman from his namesake state in the USA.


165.


Breska : z character - major - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 4.0 


A Martian volunteer soldier.  Is sick because of the damp atmosphere, and is a friend of Tex's, and sticks with him to the end.


166.


The Dragon-Queen of Venus/Jupiter : z character - supporting - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.5 


The warlord in charge of the invading locals, stylish, exotic, and rides a flying steed.  White-haired and pale, as are her warriors.


167.


Captain John Smith : z character - supporting - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.5 


The commander of this military outpost, with an unsurprisingly common name for such a group.


168.


Kuna : z character - supporting - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.5 


A young, scared Martian volunteer who bails.


169.


Bull : zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of the small number of remaining soldiers, decides to leave and takes all but our two protagonists with him.


170.


Green Snakes : z animal - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 4.0 


Animals that are tiny, but once they attack grow rapidly in size to become lethally dangerous an swift killers.


171.


Scarlet Beetles : z animal - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.5 


Another Venusian lifeform used as a weapon.  Eats people.


172.


War-Dogs : z animal - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.0 


Attack animals used by the Venusians, but really dinosaur-like.


173.


Flying Mounts : z animal - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.0 


Part bird, part lizard steeds used in aerial attacks upon the Fort.


174.


Animalcules : z animal - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.5 


Water-eating native organisms.


175.


Beetle-Bombs : z weapon - zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.5 


Clay balls full of flesh eating Scarlet Beetles.


176.


The Lone Prairee : zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.0 - z media 


Song sung or whistled by Tex and Breska at various times.  Presumably of Texas origin.


177.


Hertford's Jungles of Venus : zz the dragon-queen of venus - 3.0 - z media 


The most comprehensive work on a subject still almost unknown.


178.


Kelland's Field Tactics : 2.5 - zz the dragon-queen of venus - z media 


Kelland's Field Tactics : The Dragon-Queen Of Venus - Leigh Brackett


Military manual.


179.


The Volunteer Legion : zz the dragon-queen of venus - z organisation - 4.0 


A French Foreign Legion style military outfit on Venus, used for defense of the citizenry.


180.


The Dragon-Queen Of Venus - Leigh Brackett : venus - z short story - 4.0 


Short Story


Number of words : 7000
   Percent of complex words : 6.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.3
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.7
   Flesch : 77.0
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.1
   SETTING


Fort Washington


Military building on the planet Venus designed to help protect new settlers from the military incursions of the natives.  In the original version The Dragon-Queen of Jupiter, this is also given as Jupiter.


Fort Nelson


Another in the line of defensive structures, used as a diversion by the Dragon-Queen by means of a feint to draw off resources that could be used to reinforce Smith's garrison.


CHARACTERS


Tex


A corporal in the Volunteer Legion.  An Earthman from his namesake state in the USA.


Breska


A Martian volunteer soldier.  Is sick because of the damp atmosphere, and is a friend of Tex's, and sticks with him to the end.


The Dragon-Queen of Venus/Jupiter


The warlord in charge of the invading locals, stylish, exotic, and rides a flying steed.  White-haired and pale, as are her warriors.


Captain John Smith


The commander of this military outpost, with an unsurprisingly common name for such a group.


Kuna


A young, scared Martian volunteer who bails.


Bull


One of the small number of remaining soldiers, decides to leave and takes all but our two protagonists with him.
   ANIMALS


Green Snakes


Animals that are tiny, but once they attack grow rapidly in size to become lethally dangerous an swift killers.


Scarlet Beetles


Another Venusian lifeform used as a weapon.  Eats people.


War-Dogs


Attack animals used by the Venusians, but really dinosaur-like.


Flying Mounts


Part bird, part lizard steeds used in aerial attacks upon the Fort. 


Animalcules


Water-eating native organisms.
   WEAPONS


Beetle-Bombs


Clay balls full of flesh eating Scarlet Beetles.
   MEDIA


The Lone Prairee


Song sung or whistled by Tex and Breska at various times.  Presumably of Texas origin.


Hertford's Jungles of Venus


The most comprehensive work on a subject still almost unknown.


Kelland's Field Tactics


Military manual.
   ORGANISATIONS


The Volunteer Legion


A French Foreign Legion style military outfit on Venus, used for defense of the citizenry.
   PLOT


The Volunteer Legion have done so to protect new immigrants opening up Venus for settlement, dislodging the more primitive locals in doing so.  They have set up forts to protect the people attempting to grow food and live.  These have far superior armaments to the Venusians - with machine-gun emplacements.  They are garrisoned by only dozens of men, whom the locals would far outnumber if they attack.  The Venusians only have superior local knowledge and wildlife on their side, if they do not want to engage in being slaughtered in large numbers.


The Legion - from Earth and Mars don't like the steaming jungle conditions much, and have big problems with rust.  Various attacks led by the clever warlord are also whittling down their numbers severely, and their metallic protections are crumbling.


Things change when the scared young Kuna sneaks out into the forest, and returns affected by animalcules, leaving the garrison also without water.  Tex, knowing they are doomed if no ideas are forthcoming with his men deserting and Captain dead, turns to science for a solution.


181.


ISFDB Bibliography - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 5.0 - bibliography 


Comprehensive, this one, has ebooks, variant titles and publication, etc.  Concerned only with prose.


http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?Leigh_Brackett


182.


Los Angeles : z setting - zz murder in the family - 4.0 


La Brea Tar Pits 


Fountain Avenue boarding house.


183.


Danny Thayer : z character - major - zz murder in the family - 4.0 


Young, unemployed and homeless man who stumbles upon murder, cash and multiple other crimes and criminals.


184.


Frieda Rieff : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz murder in the family 


Cicely's sister. Niece of Mrs. Rieff, so Teddy's cousin. A bad girl.


185.


Teddy Rieff : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz murder in the family 


Son of Mrs. Rieff. Blackmailer.


186.


Mrs. Rieff : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz murder in the family 


The matriarch of the house.  One hard woman. Very likely would kill her own grandmother.  Or mother.


187.


Millie : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz murder in the family 


Employee of Mrs. Rieff.  Pretty much the only person in the house not contemplating killing anyone.


188.


Cicely Rieff : 3.0 - zz murder in the family - z character - minor 


Dead woman, corpse left impaled on the fangs of a sabre tooth tiger statue at La Brea. "I tell you he killed her in the Pits! He jammed her throat down into the mouth of that sabre-tooth cat. For God's sake, look!"  Niece of Mrs. Rieff, so Teddy's cousin.


189.


Mr. Halstead : 3.0 - zz murder in the family - z character - minor 


Another corpse, one of the boarders. Also a nogoodnik.


190.


Murder In the Family - Leigh Brackett : crime - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 12000
   Percent of complex words : 4.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 5.5
   Flesch : 82.1
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.1


SETTING


Los Angeles


La Brea Tar Pits 


Fountain Avenue boarding house.


CHARACTERS


Danny Thayer


Young, unemployed and homeless man who stumbles upon murder, cash and multiple other crimes and criminals.


Frieda Rieff


Cicely's sister. Niece of Mrs. Rieff, so Teddy's cousin. A bad girl.


Teddy Rieff


Son of Mrs. Rieff. Blackmailer.


Mrs. Rieff


The matriarch of the house.  One hard woman. Very likely would kill her own grandmother.  Or mother.


Millie


Employee of Mrs. Rieff.  Pretty much the only person in the house not contemplating killing anyone.


Cicely Rieff


Dead woman, corpse left impaled on the fangs of a sabre tooth tiger statue at La Brea. "I tell you he killed her in the Pits! He jammed her throat down into the mouth of that sabre-tooth cat. For God's sake, look!"  Niece of Mrs. Rieff, so Teddy's cousin.


Mr. Halstead


Another corpse, one of the boarders. Also a nogoodnik.
   PLOT


The title pretty much says it, here.  Danny stumbles across a murder and a big wad of cash, the latter very tempting as he is hungry.  Ends up fleeing the police, but also has evidence in the form of the address of the Rieff house, where he goes and presents a bold charade.  Doesn't last long, and violence erupts, and the scheming and slaying of the various family members is discovered.


...


"Danny lay flat on top of Teddy, grinding his fingers in, twisting the cloth tighter and tighter. He could feel the hard, straining cords of Teddy's throat, the softer spot beneath the Adam's apple. He began to get scared. He didn't want to kill."


...


"She said softly, "I want to kill you. I want to kill you myself, for killing my son. And even if I didn't, do you think I could let you leave this house alive after all you've learned this night?""


"Danny said, "Wait. Did you know Teddy was blackmailing Cicely and keeping the money? Your money?""


...


"I was mad anyway. I found out about Teddy. He made love to her while I was gone, and the fool fell for it. He found out all about me, and used Cicely's fear of me to blackmail her. Pretty little set-up, wasn't it, Aunt Grace? Me behind Cicely, Cicely blackmailing you and Halstead and a couple of others, and Teddy milking the lot of us.


...


""What do we do now, Aunt Grace? If you go ahead and shoot the boy, we're both in the clear on those murders. If you shoot me, the police will get you. If you don't shoot either of us, I'll spill all I know about Rieff Blackmail, Incorporated, before I die."


"But if I shoot both of you," said Mrs. Rieff gently, "the boy will be saddled with three murders, and I'll be clear."


Being young, quick and strong comes in handy here, Danny finds.  This time he is happy to see cops.
   Novelette


Number of words : 13000
   Percent of complex words : 5.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.5
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.0
   Flesch : 79.9
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.5
    : Murder Is Bigamy - Leigh Brackett
   SETTING


Avenue 35


In Los Angeles where the story opens.


Santa Monica Boulevard


In Los Angeles where Sullavan meets the cops.


Bradbury's Small Animal Hospital


Orange Avenue, also in LA, where more than animals get dead.
   CHARACTERS


Frank Sullavan


Ex-army man, partner of George Everetts in a small boat business and so knew Billie.  Was involved with Frances Sparling in the past.


George Everetts


Husband of Billie, and one husband too many for some people where Frances is concerned.


Billie Everetts


Wife of George, a burlesque pony from San Francisco, and the one spouse too many. Also a blackmailer.


Frances Sparling


George Everett's second wife. Was very close to Sullavan in the past.


George Starke


Wants the second wife, but she doesn't want him anymore.


Lieutenant Fearon


Officer in charge of investigating this tangled web of matrimony and murder.


Bradbury


A veterinarian who has a seriously bad thing for Frances.


Vetch


A cop on the case.


Mrs. Pawley


A visitor to the Bradbury's veterinary hospital.


Judy


Mrs. Pawley's terrier patient that didn't make it.
   PLOT
   The title again is highly indicative.  Two bigamists, two murders, and a single man gets involved who knew both the dead husband and wife, and the live wife, whom everybody seems to fancy.


"What did Billie think about the murder?"
   "She was pretty sore about it. She'd had her hooks into Everetts for a pretty good income, on that bigamy score. But she wasn't crying over him."
   "When did you find out," I said quickly, "that Billie had been peddling Frances to Everetts, the same as she had to you?"


...


"Billie had been George Everetts' undivorced wife, and George had married Frances Sparling anyway. 


And now it was worse than bigamy. It was murder. Double murder."


This ends up with Sullavan having to work out who actually killed who, or is trying to kill who.


191.


Introduction to the Sword of Rhiannon - Elizabeth A. Lynn : z non-fiction - introduction - 0.0 


From the Gregg Press edition, 1979.


Unseen.


http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/pl.cgi?THSWRDFRHN1979


192.


Wonder Audiobooks/eBooks - Leigh Brackett : publisher - z in print - 3.0 


Specialising in some older science fiction, they have and audiobook and ebook of The Vanishing Venusians.  The former unfortunately only available through the horribly crippled-need-extra-software audible.


They also have an edition of Lorelei of the Red Mist.


193.


Project Gutenberg - Leigh Brackett : publisher - z in print - 3.0 


Have published The World Is Born :- http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/22544


194.


BBC 7th Dimension - Leigh Brackett : publisher - z in print - 4.0 


Have produced an audio version of The Last Days of Shandakor that comes up for listening periodically, or findable at an associated radio archive.


http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbc7/drama/7thdimension.shtml


195.


Librivox - Leigh Brackett : publisher - z in print - 3.0 


Have produced an audio version of The World Is Born.


http://www.archive.org/download/short_story_vol017_0709_librivox/world_is_born_brackett_rd.mp3


196.


Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 4.5 - essay 


In :


The Feminine eye : science fiction and the women who write it : edited by Tom Staicar


New York : F. Ungar Pub. Co., c1982.

viii, 148 p. ; 22 cm.

ISBN 0804428387  0804468788 (pbk.)


spans from p 1 - 13. (thanks to Elizabeth Caplice at the NLA)


"With few exceptions, Brackett's works have not been presented seriously to those too young ever to have read the pulps, to those too old to consider science fiction equal in value to the other, more traditional forms of literature, and to those who regard science fiction as the chief literary movement of this century. Brackett's achievements only rarely find themselves in the company of those that deserve (if not demand) respectful critical scrutiny as well as hours of enjoyable reading.
   But they do belong in that company. Because they do, I take my title from a major screenplay she wrote and turn its emphasis around: the objective of this essay is not to look back at Leigh Brackett's science fiction accomplishments as if they were receding toward a region inaccessible to us because it no longer exists; the objective is to look at them straight on, as they (still) really are. If readers of this essay are somehow influenced to look into what they have not already read or to reread a favorite Brackett tale, or to examine and adjust the list of authors in their secret, personal SF hall of fame, then this essayâ��the French word is "attempt"â��will have succeeded. In the excitement of (re)discovering the fine things Brackett did with language, readers may forget the need to say their goodbyes, for they will have immersed themselves in prose that is strong, timeless, and alive."


197.


Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brackett an Appreciation - Brian Stableford : z non-fiction - 3.5 - essay 


An essay I have not read in :


In Masters of science fiction : essays on six science fiction authors : Edmond Hamilton, Leigh Brackett, Barry N. Malzberg, Kurt Vonnegut, Robert Silverberg, Mack Reynolds : by Brian M. Stableford. It is 9 pages long, starting on page 6 and
   finishing on page 14 (thanks to Mary Gosling at the NLA).


"Her work, which stands at the end of the sf pulp tradition, is orientated backwards in time, constituting in large measure a reflection upon that tradition insofar as it served the escapist needs of it, readers. In her way she was as little committed to the wilder excesses of this escapist need asâ��on close inspectionâ��Hamilton turns out to have been. Thai is what made both of them science fiction writers rather than fantasists. They both owed allegiance to the weltanschauung of modern rationalism, and were significantly divorced in the spirit of their writing from the fantastic imagination of writers like Burroughs, Merritt and Cummings, whose work resembles theirs in superficial symbology, but which is irredeemably committed to the flight from reason."


198.


From The Big Sleep to The Long Goodbye and More or Less How We Got There - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - article - 4.0 


in Take One (Montreal), January 1974.


Also looks like it might be reprinted in The Big Book of Noir, by Ed Gorman, Martin H. Greenberg and Lee Server - Carroll and Graf 1998.


From the Big Book of Noir version:


"The Long Goodbye is an enormously long book. Done as is, it would come out a minimum of four hours' running time, and most of that talk. Ergo, it must be cut, and heavily.
   Second problem, cut what and where?
   This entailed endless rereadings. and it seemed that the deeper one dug, the more one analyzed, the more the problems multiplied.
   Structurally, the book is awkward. Chandler is in effect telling two stories, so that you have first the Marlowe-Terry Lennox-Sylvia story, and then you have the Marlowe-Eileen Wade-Roger story, the two hung together by an involved and tortured chain of coincidences.
   While the same criticism can be levelled against The Big Sleep as well, there is a difference. In Sleep the stories are better integrated, and Chandler never gives the reader time to consider the holes in the connective tissue. In Goodbye he gives far too much time. Moreover, in Sleep he was telling a tale, an entertainment; he didn't ask us to believe it. In Goodbye, he did. He wanted us to feel that these were real people in a real society, with real loves and hates, and therefore suspension of disbelief was that much more difficult."


199.


Avenue 35 : z setting - zz murder is bigamy - 3.0 


In Los Angeles where the story opens.


200.


Santa Monica Boulevard : z setting - zz murder is bigamy - 3.5 


In Los Angeles where Sullavan meets the cops.


201.


Bradbury's Small Animal Hospital : z setting - zz murder is bigamy - 3.5 


Orange Avenue, also in LA, where more than animals get dead.


202.


Frank Sullavan : z character - major - zz murder is bigamy - 4.0 


Ex-army man, partner of George Everetts in a small boat business and so knew Billie.  Was involved with Frances Sparling in the past.


203.


George Everetts : zz murder is bigamy - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Husband of Billie, and one husband too many for some people where Frances is concerned.


204.


Billie Everetts : zz murder is bigamy - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Wife of George, a burlesque pony from San Francisco, and the one spouse too many. Also a blackmailer.


205.


Frances Sparling : z character - supporting - zz murder is bigamy - 3.5 


George Everett's second wife. Was very close to Sullavan in the past.


206.


George Starke : zz murder is bigamy - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Wants the second wife, but she doesn't want him anymore.


207.


Lieutenant Fearon : z character - supporting - zz murder is bigamy - 3.5 


Officer in charge of investigating this tangled web of matrimony and murder.


208.


Bradbury : z character - supporting - zz murder is bigamy - 3.5 


A veterinarian who has a seriously bad thing for Frances.


209.


Vetch : zz murder is bigamy - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A cop on the case.


210.


Mrs. Pawley : zz murder is bigamy - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A visitor to the Bradbury's veterinary hospital.


211.


Judy : z animal - zz murder is bigamy - 3.0 


Mrs. Pawley's terrier patient that didn't make it.


212.


Murder Is Bigamy - Leigh Brackett : crime - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 13000
   Percent of complex words : 5.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.5
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.0
   Flesch : 79.9
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.5


SETTING


Avenue 35


In Los Angeles where the story opens.


Santa Monica Boulevard


In Los Angeles where Sullavan meets the cops.


Bradbury's Small Animal Hospital


Orange Avenue, also in LA, where more than animals get dead.
   CHARACTERS


Frank Sullavan


Ex-army man, partner of George Everetts in a small boat business and so knew Billie.  Was involved with Frances Sparling in the past.


George Everetts


Husband of Billie, and one husband too many for some people where Frances is concerned.


Billie Everetts


Wife of George, a burlesque pony from San Francisco, and the one spouse too many. Also a blackmailer.


Frances Sparling


George Everett's second wife. Was very close to Sullavan in the past.


George Starke


Wants the second wife, but she doesn't want him anymore.


Lieutenant Fearon


Officer in charge of investigating this tangled web of matrimony and murder.


Bradbury


A veterinarian who has a seriously bad thing for Frances.


Vetch


A cop on the case.


Mrs. Pawley


A visitor to the Bradbury's veterinary hospital.


Judy


Mrs. Pawley's terrier patient that didn't make it.
   PLOT
   The title again is highly indicative.  Two bigamists, two murders, and a single man gets involved who knew both the dead husband and wife, and the live wife, whom everybody seems to fancy.


"What did Billie think about the murder?"
   "She was pretty sore about it. She'd had her hooks into Everetts for a pretty good income, on that bigamy score. But she wasn't crying over him."
   "When did you find out," I said quickly, "that Billie had been peddling Frances to Everetts, the same as she had to you?"


...


"Billie had been George Everetts' undivorced wife, and George had married Frances Sparling anyway. 


And now it was worse than bigamy. It was murder. Double murder."


This ends up with Sullavan having to work out who actually killed who, or is trying to kill who.


213.


Fifty Years Of Wonder - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 4.5 - introduction 


Her introduction at some length to The Best Of Edmond Hamilton collection.


"WHEN it was decided that Ballantine was going to do a Best of Edmond Hamilton and that I was going to edit it, Ed allowed as how after nearly thirty years of being married to him I was probably better qualified than most, having read more Hamilton stories, and he gave me only one word of advice concerning the introduction I was to write.
   "Years ago," he said, "a young reader wrote to me, saying that if he had his way there would be a golden statue of Edmond Hamilton in every city, and that each of those golden statues would be garlanded with roses. I said at the time that that was all I had ever wanted from my readers . . . not praise, just good honest criticism. And that is all I want from you."
   Gazing into the middle distance, he added thoughtfully, "You should also bear in mind that I am going to edit a Best of You . . ." So, getting briskly to it .. .
   Edmond Hamilton's remarkable career spans half a century, and is still going strong. This says much for his staying power. It says even more for his ability to give the readers what they want in 1976 as well as he did in 1926. The world has changed in five decades, so much so that it is hardly the same planet. Yet Hamilton has managed, not only to keep abreast of the changes, but to stay a couple of jumps ahead of them."


214.


The Ultimate Encyclopedia Of Science Fiction - David Pringle : z non-fiction - 2.5 - encyclopedia 


Has one paragraph entries on lots of writers, Brackett included.


215.


The Good Old Stuff The Last Days Of Shandakor Introduction - Gardner Dozois : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


This is from the late nineties:


"For some unknown reason--they don't grow up with a "boy's adventure" tradition of Young Adult literature to inspire them, perhaps?  They're more thoughtful and/or emotionally mature than the men are?  Market forces (i.e male editors) discourage them from writing it?  Sunspot cycles?--straightforward adventure SF, especially the space adventure tale--and especially Space Opera--has been largely a male domain.


There were exceptions then (C.  L. Moore, Katherine MacLean, Andre Norton) and there are exception s now (C.  J. Cherryh, Eleanor Arnason, Janet Kagan, Lois McMaster Bujold), but it remains more true than not; certainly male would be the way to bet if you were uncertain of the gender of a particular Space Opera writer.  Even today, when some of the Biggest Names in mainline science fiction are women, there are far
   more men writing that specialized sub-variety known as Space Opera than there are women--and the situation was even more lopsided in the '40s and '50s.


One of the most obvious "exceptions" to the rule was the late Leigh Brackett.  Even in the male-dominated world of the adventure pulps of the '40s and '50s, testosterone-drenched venues such as Planet Stories, Thrilling Wonder Stories, and Startling Stories, where it was taken for granted that the reading audience was primarily composed of equally testosterone-drenched teenage boys, and even in an era where women were expected to stay safely in the kitchen and away from the typewriter
   keys, nobody could doubt that Leigh Bracket had earned the right to sit at the high-stakes table with The Men.  In fact, her stuff was more popular with the readers than the work of most of her male compatriots, and ultimately more influential than almost anything else that appeared in those adventure pulps, with the possible exception of the work of Ray Bradbury and Jack Vance.  There is little doubt that she was the Queen of the Planetary Romance during this period, especially as, by the mid-'40s, C. L. Moore--her major competitor for the title, whose
   work for magazines such as Weird Tales in the '30s had always had one foot in the horror genre anyway--had moved away from the adventure pulps and into more respectable mainline science fiction work for Astounding (except f or the occasional collaboration with her husband Henry Kuttner, where her contribution was often hidden by the work appearing under his solo byline).


Brackett sold her first story in 1940, and by the late '40s and 'early '50s had become one of the mainstays of magazines such as Planet Stories, Startling Stories, Astonishing Stories, and Thrilling Wonder Stories, particularly Planet Stories, where much of her best work appeared.  Although her best novel by a considerable margin is the mature, thoughtful The Long Tomorrow, one of the best SF novels of any
   sort of the '50s, that was an atypical work for her.  More typical of her output, and more popular, were her series of stories about the savage, swashbuckling, half-feral Eric John Stark--a sort of Conan of the Spaceways, with a touch of Tarzan of Mercury thrown in--that appeared in the magazines and were later expanded into books such as The Secret of Sinharat and People of the Talisman.  Other novels in a
   similar richly romantic vein included The Sword of Rhiannon and The Nemesis from Terra.  She also wrote more standard interstellar Space Operas, including The Starmen of Llyrdis, The Big Jump, and Alpha Centauri--or Die!, which are competent, but lack the extravagant color and lush romanticism of her sword-and-planet work.


Brackett's autumnal vision of a decadent, dying Mars, the abode of Lost Cities and attenuated, hypercivilized Elder Races on the brink of extinction, is one of the three most influential conceptualizations of the Red Planet in science fiction, ranking only behind Edgar Rice Burroughs's Barsoom and the Mars of Ray Bradbury's The Martian Chronicles.  (Burroughs's Mars strongly influenced both Brackett and Bradbury, but although their visions of Mars are clearly similar--close cousins at least, if not blood brothers--it's an open question how much influence was swapped between Brackett and Bradbury, or who influenced whom--they were close working colleagues, critiquing each others stories, as early as 1941, and their Martian stories were published roughly contemporaneously, often in the same magazines.) It's hard to sort out whether later influences on the Martian story are coming from
   Burroughs, Brackett, or Bradbury, and any such judgments must remain subjective to some degree, but I think I can see the influence of Brackett's Mars in particular on Roger Zelazny's famous story "A Rose for Ecclesiastes," and perhaps even on Robert A.


Heinlein's Mars in Red Planet and Stranger in a Strange Land.  Her influence on Ursula K. Le Guin is clear, as well as on writers of the '70s such as John Varley and George R. R. Martin and Elizabeth A. Lynn, and has probably continued on down to the '90s in the work of later writers such as Eleanor Arnason (although, with writers of newer generations, you have to take in to consideration the possibility that that influence is filtered through Le Guin's work, which had an immense
   impact, rather than directly derived).


Brackett's vision of Mars was never expressed in any clearer or more concentrated form than in the intense, brooding, melancholy story that follows, in which a well-meaning Earthman inadvertently ushers in the last days of an immensely ancient civilization...


By the mid 1950s, Brackett had drifted away from science fiction and into crime novels, which subsequently led to her writing scripts for television and for movies such as Rio Bravo, El Dorado, Hatari!, Rio Lobo, and The Long Goodbye.  (Legend has it that after reading her novel No Good From a Corpse, Howard Hawks told an assistant to "get me that guy Brackett" to work with William Faulkner on her first major film, the 1946 classic The Big Sleep).  In the mid-1970s, she briefly returned to science fiction with an attempt to revive her old series hero, Eric John Stark, in the novels The Ginger Star, The Hounds of Skaith, and The Reavers of Skaith, but by then space probes had determined that none of the planets in the solar system were likely abodes for life, and she felt constrained to abandon the Mars, Venus,
   and Mercury that had been the settings for her earlier stories and set Stark's new adventures on the planets of distant stars instead.


Somehow it was just not the same; the innocent exuberance of her earlier work was gone, and the series faltered and died after three volumes.  At about the same time, she edited an anthology of stories drawn from Planet Stories magazine, The Best of Planet Stories No.  1, which, as the name implies, was supposed to be the first in a series of similar anthologies, but that series died as well, never reaching a
   second volume.  Her last work with any significant impact on science fiction was the screenplay for the immensely successful movie The Empire Strikes Back, for which she received in 1980 a posthumous Hugo, her only major award.  Her many short stories, which is where she did most of her best work (with the significant exception of The Long Tomorrow) have been assembled in the collections The Coming of the Terrans, The Halfling and Other Stories, and, most recently (1977), The Best of Leigh Brackett.  Almost all of Brackett's work is out-of-print." 


Note: 10 years later and a whole lot of Brackett is back in print.


216.


Best Dramatic Presentation - Leigh Brackett and Lawrence Kasdan : 4.5 - award - z movie 


1981 Hugo Awards :-


http://www.thehugoawards.org/hugo-history/1981-hugo-awards/


Best Dramatic Presentation
   The Empire Strikes Back (1980) [Lucasfilm] Directed by Irvin Kershner; Screenplay by Leigh Bracket and Lawrence Kasdan; Story by George Lucas
   The Lathe of Heaven (1980) [WNET/PBS] Directed by Fred Barzyk and David R. Loxton; Screenplay by Diane English and Roger Swaybill; based on the novel by Ursula K. Le Guin
   Cosmos (TV Series) (1981) [KCET/PBS] Written and directed by Carl Sagan and Ann Druyan
   The Martian Chronicles (1980) [BBC/NBC] Directed by Michael Anderson; Screenplay by Richard Matheson; based on the collection by Ray Bradbury
   Flash Gordon (1980) [20th Century Fox/De Laurentiis] Directed by Mike Hodges; Screenplay by Lorenzo Semple, Jr.; Adaptation by Michael Allin; based on the comic strip by Alex Raymond


217.


Leigh Brackett - David Hartwell and Kathryn Cramer : z non-fiction - 4.5 - introduction 


Multi-page introduction to 'The Enchantress of Venus' in the The Space Opera Renaissance.  Amazon's Search Inside will let you see it. http://www.amazon.com/Space-Opera-Renaissance-David-Hartwell/dp/0765306174


Search for Leigh Brackett, select page 92.


"There was another, less serious, more crowd-pleasing form of space travel fiction in science before space opera. If the latter emerged around 1928, with doc Smith's Skylark of Space and Hamilton's "Interstellar Patrol" stories as its best-known early exampes, then the former had already produced its paradigm text more than a decade and a half earlier Edgar Rice Burroughs's "Under the Moons of Mars," serialized in All-Story magazine in 1912 and later republished as A Princess of Mars. The form this tale exemplified is what has come to be known as the "planetary romance." I find this a tremendously useful label for another distinct subgenre of popular sf, one that contrasts with space opera in several ways, though it has some things in common. Many casual commentators have confused the two forms...
   Moorcock says, in the same essay quoted earlier:
   It's commonly known, because Ray has said so, that Ray Bradbury's Mars, like Ballard's Vermillion Sands, is not a million miles from Brackett's Mars. And before the whole world realised how good he was, Bradbury regularly appeared in the same pulps. Leigh would have credited Edgar Rice Burroughs for everything, but Burroughs lacked her poetic vision, her specific, characteristic talent, and in my view her finest Martian adventure stories remain superior to all others.


The central character of "Enchantress of Venus," Erik John Stark, is also the hero of many of Brackett's Martian stories, and of three novels written in the 1970s. Born on Mercury and raised by subhuman savages, he is a Tarzan figure who wanders the solar system and is here on the strange watery Venus of early SF. This story is one of the archetypes or models of space opera as it came to be understood by  the 1970s, and as it has been understood since."


218.


Ackles Gym : zz no star is lost - z setting - 3.5 


Founder now dead, specialising in boxing and crime. Does not mention where it is, so assume California presumably.


219.


The Kid : zz no star is lost - z character - major - 4.0 


Wants to be a fighter, gets more than he bargained for by way of a criminal gang.


220.


The Killer (Fikes) : zz no star is lost - z character - supporting - 3.5 


A fighter and the right hand man in Shriber's gang.


221.


Shriber : zz no star is lost - z character - supporting - 3.5 


Now the man in the charge of sparring and shooting.


222.


Muff (Donald Moffatt) : zz no star is lost - z character - supporting - 3.5 


The cleaner. Ex-boxer and criminal doesn't want to see The Kid end up like him.


223.


Eddie Nazarian : zz no star is lost - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Part of the gang, ended up taking a literal fall when he didn't like where things were going.  Off the fire escape.


224.


No Star Is Lost - Leigh Brackett : crime - z short story - 3.5 


Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 3.1
   Average syllables per word : 1.3
   Average words per sentence : 8.8


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 4.7
   Flesch : 86.7
   Flesch-Kincaid : 3.33


SETTING


Ackles Gym


Founder now dead, specialising in boxing and crime. Does not mention where it is, so assume California presumably.
   CHARACTERS


The Kid


Wants to be a fighter, gets more than he bargained for by way of a criminal gang.


The Killer (Fikes) 


A fighter and the right hand man in Shriber's gang.


Shriber


Now the man in the charge of sparring and shooting.


Muff (Donald Moffatt)


The cleaner. Ex-boxer and criminal doesn't want to see The Kid end up like him.


Eddie Nazarian


Part of the gang, ended up taking a literal fall when he didn't like where things were going.  Off the fire escape.
   PLOT


A young fighter wants to become good, and turns up at the gym.  That there is a racket here is something he didn't expect, and Muff tries to set him straight.  He can't keep him out of it, so has to escalate things with the police, leading to a violent end, but leaving The Kid with a future that doesn't involve prison.


225.


Marty James : z character - major - zz red-headed poison - 4.0 


Gangster that wants to marry an honest woman.


226.


Sheila Burke : z character - supporting - zz red-headed poison - 3.5 


The object of his desire is too smart to cave, even when he tries starvation intimidation tactics.


227.


Ma Burke : z character - supporting - zz red-headed poison - 3.5 


Sheila's mother, who she lives with.


228.


Tod : z character - supporting - zz red-headed poison - 3.5 


A friend of Sheila's, willing to fight Marty and help her out.


229.


Tony : zz red-headed poison - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Marty's sidekick and gunman.


230.


Buckwald : z character - supporting - zz red-headed poison - 3.5 


Rival gangster who'd prefer Marty was mortally challenged.


231.


Del : zz red-headed poison - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Buckwald's wife.


232.


Capper : zz red-headed poison - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Buckwald's muscle.


233.


Red-Headed Poison - Leigh Brackett : crime - z short story - 4.0 


Short Story


Number of words : 5000
   Percent of complex words : 2.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.3
   Average words per sentence : 8.9
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 4.5
   Flesch : 86.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 3.5
   SETTING


Unstated, but it is cold enough to snow, and boys might get called in 'from St. Paul'.
   CHARACTERS


Marty James


Gangster that wants to marry an honest woman.


Sheila Burke


The object of his desire is too smart to cave, even when he tries starvation intimidation tactics.


Ma Burke


Sheila's mother, who she lives with.


Tod


A friend of Sheila's, willing to fight Marty and help her out.


Tony


Marty's sidekick and gunman.


Buckwald


Rival gangster who'd prefer Marty was mortally challenged.


Del


Buckwald's wife.


Capper


Buckwald's muscle.


PLOT


Sheila is broke, and Marty wants to marry her.  He has been intimidating the locals into not providing her any credit, so she is at the stage of not being able to afford to eat.  She still wants nothing to do with such a low-down dirty rat.  


He is called away to a meeting with another gangster, and ends up in a gunfight and injured, and comes back to use Sheila as an alibi.  A fight ensues and Marty ends up in a very bad way.


234.


Lorelei Of the Red Mist - Hero Machine : z artwork - fans - 1.0 


http://lh3.ggpht.com/_cNxVxKzFadA/S7WyTyS-yEI/AAAAAAAAClI/kWxzx0u6n-E/beudags640x480.jpeg


http://lh3.ggpht.com/_cNxVxKzFadA/S7WyUbDsvqI/AAAAAAAAClM/kG9kmM8P4W8/ranns640x480.jpeg


http://bluetyson.livejournal.com/32477.html


235.


Black Amazon Of Mars - Hero Machine : z artwork - fans - 1.0 


Ciara character.


http://bluetyson.livejournal.com/tag/black+amazon+of+mars


236.


Fordstown : z setting - zz so pale so cold so fair - 4.0 


A dirty mid-western USA steel town with a local crime boss running things. Less than thirty miles from the Pennsylvania border.


237.


Roman Palace : z setting - zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.5 


One of Justinian's gambling joints.


238.


Greg Carver : zz so pale so cold so fair - z character - major - 4.0 


Fordstown Herald reporter and honest man.  Had a thing with Marjorie in the past, and her corpse is discovered on his doorstep.


239.


Sheila Harding : z character - supporting - zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.5 


A friend of Marjorie's who goes to Carver for help. Her brother was killed by the criminals, and she wants justice.


240.


Joseph Justinian : z character - supporting - zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.5 


Fordstown crime boss and Greg's enemy.  Had him beaten up when he was drawining attention to them. Runner of gambling rackets.


241.


Carmen Prioletti : z character - supporting - zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.5 


A detective and friend of Carver's.  A good cop. Wants to see Justinian brought down, too.


242.


Eddie Sego : z character - supporting - zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.5 


Justinian's right hand man of the more violent variety.  Has ambitions.


243.


Brian Ingraham : z character - supporting - zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.5 


Marjorie's husband, and Justinian's other right hand man.


244.


Marjorie Ingraham : zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Dead woman, killed by carbon monoxide poisoning.


245.


Doc Evers : zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Poker player and physician. Confirms what happened to Marjorie.


246.


Nameless : zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of Justinian's thugs. Sent after Carver.


247.


Bill Harding : zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Sheila's brother, killed for wanting to undirty Harding Steel.


248.


Gilbert Harding : zz so pale so cold so fair - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Sheila's uncle.  A tycoon with enough clout to help get rid of Justinian, if he has the evidence.


249.


So Pale So Cold So Fair - Leigh Brackett : crime - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 11000
   Percent of complex words : 6.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.7
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.5
   Flesch : 79.0
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.7


SETTING


Fordstown


A dirty mid-western USA steel town with a local crime boss running things. Less than thirty miles from the Pennsylvania border.


Roman Palace


One of Justinian's gambling joints.
   CHARACTERS
   Greg Carver


Fordstown Herald reporter and honest man.  Had a thing with Marjorie in the past, and her corpse is discovered on his doorstep.


Sheila Harding


A friend of Marjorie's who goes to Carver for help. Her brother was killed by the criminals, and she wants justice.


Joseph Justinian


Fordstown crime boss and Greg's enemy.  Had him beaten up when he was drawining attention to them. Runner of gambling rackets.


Carmen Prioletti


A detective and friend of Carver's.  A good cop. Wants to see Justinian brought down, too.


Eddie Sego


Justinian's right hand man of the more violent variety.  Has ambitions.


Brian Ingraham


Marjorie's husband, and Justinian's other right hand man.


Marjorie Ingraham


Dead woman, killed by carbon monoxide poisoning.


Doc Evers


Poker player and physician. Confirms what happened to Marjorie.


Dave Schuman


Host of the poker game and newspaper employee.


Hughie Brown


Another poker player, owner of Brown's Boat Livery.


Wade Hickey


Fordstown Chief of Police.  Not doing a great job.


Nameless


One of Justinian's thugs. Sent after Carver.


Bill Harding


Sheila's brother, killed for wanting to undirty Harding Steel.


Gilbert Harding


Sheila's uncle.  A tycoon with enough clout to help get rid of Justinian, if he has the evidence.
   PLOT


This is Brackett's best and most complex crime short story.


Greg Carver decides to leave his poker game early, and comes home to find the well dressed body of Marjorie Ingraham.  He smells enemies, and is soon on the run from crooks and dirty cops.


Joseph Justinian is the local crime boss, Carver's enemy, and of coure involved in the murder, as well as in other such as Sheila Harding's brother.  This woman goes to Greg for help and with information.  His friend Carmen Prioletti will also help within the limits of his official police duties.


Carver manages to manoeuvre his way through alive, ending in a confrontation that has the criminals turning on each other to deadly effect.
   4 out of 5 (but happy to call it 4.25 etc.)


250.


Los Angeles : z setting - zz the misfortune teller - 4.0 


Hollywood and Beverly Hills.


251.


February Smith : z character - major - zz the misfortune teller - 4.0 


Private detective in the classic mold. Knows both Hardy and Brandenburger.  Investigating the Misfortune Teller case.


252.


Detective Lieutenant Harold 'Horse' Palfrey : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the misfortune teller 


Homicide detective on the case.


253.


Rachel Hardy : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the misfortune teller 


New actress interest of Brandenburger's. Old interest of Smith's.  Current interest of Brandenburger's.


254.


C. J. Brandenburger : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the misfortune teller 


Rich guy that blows his money on filmmaking and actresses. A bad man.


255.


Lars Thorsson-Ed Kreisher : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the misfortune teller 


Actor.  Attacked and badly disfigured when he comes between Janis and Brandenburger.


256.


Ted Bray : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the misfortune teller 


Bad guy. Hired by Brandenburger to do bad things.


257.


Tim Garrison : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the misfortune teller 


New actor in new Brandenburger picture. Fancies an actress too much.


258.


Stella Janis : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the misfortune teller 


Dead actress, found with an Ace of Spades and a cut throat.


259.


Chase : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the misfortune teller 


Plainclothes policeman.


260.


Harry : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the misfortune teller 


Gunsel for Bray.


261.


Matilda : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the misfortune teller 


Rachel Hardy's maid.


262.


Dr. Wolf : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the misfortune teller 


Gives the verdict on Stella Janis.


263.


Joe Sawyer : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the misfortune teller 


Friend of Stella's.


264.


Johnny Reynolds : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the misfortune teller 


Homicide detective in New York that knew Smith.


265.


Red Nocturne : 3.0 - z media - zz the misfortune teller 


An independent film made by Brandenburger.  Brought him fame.


266.


Strange Victory : 3.0 - z media - zz the misfortune teller 


Brandenburger's planned new epic.


267.


The Misfortune Teller - Leigh Brackett : crime - z novella - 4.0 


Novella


Number of words : 25000
   Percent of complex words : 5.6
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 8.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 5.7
   Flesch : 82.1
   Flesch-Kincaid : 3.9


SETTING


Los Angeles


Hollywood and Beverly Hills.
   CHARACTERS


February Smith


Private detective in the classic mold. Knows both Hardy and Brandenburger.  Investigating the Misfortune Teller case.


Detective Lieutenant Harold 'Horse' Palfrey


Homicide detective on the case.


Rachel Hardy


New actress interest of Brandenburger's. Old interest of Smith's.  Current interest of Brandenburger's.


C. J. Brandenburger


Rich guy that blows his money on filmmaking and actresses. A bad man.


Lars Thorsson-Ed Kreisher


Actor.  Attacked and badly disfigured when he comes between Janis and Brandenburger.


Ted Bray


Bad guy. Hired by Brandenburger to do bad things.


Tim Garrison


New actor in new Brandenburger picture. Fancies an actress too much.


Stella Janis


Dead actress, found with an Ace of Spades and a cut throat.


Chase


Plainclothes policeman.


Harry


Gunsel for Bray.


Matilda


Rachel Hardy's maid.


Dr. Wolf


Gives the verdict on Stella Janis.


Joe Sawyer


Friend of Stella's.


Johnny Reynolds


Homicide detective in New York that knew Smith.


MEDIA


Red Nocturne


An independent film made by Brandenburger.
   Strange Victory


Brandenburger's planned new epic.
   PLOT


A classic PI story. February Smith begins investigating a case that involves people being sent The Ace of Spades.  An action that really isn't an invitation to the local card game.  One such recipient, Stella Janis, is found dead with a cut throat.


Smith is designed to be set up for this by those concerned, and ends up in shootouts with the above cops and eventually the bad guys.


C. J. Brandenburger is a producer out of money, and jealous of his starlets. He hires a criminal to badly injure an actor because of this.  It appears that his current girlfriend, Rachel Hardy is also a target - but it turns out that she and her current actor paramour are actually targeters instead.


268.


Moravenn : z setting - zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 4.0 


A planet in the Vela Spur, orbiting a topaz-colored star.  It has 3 moons. In particular, the site of a new colony sponsored by the Vanguard Foundation.


269.


Art Farrell : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - z character - major - 4.0 


Eighteen year old agriculture expert colonist.


270.


Marta : z character - supporting - zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 3.5 


Colonist, friend of Art.


271.


Jamie Hunter : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Agricultural coordinator for the colony.


272.


Tom Chen : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Colony council president.


273.


Kladth : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Elderly R'Lann chief.


274.


Antelope Woman : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Colony ecology team head.


275.


Sam Agatelli : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Colony extraterrestrial anthropologist.


276.


Vanguard Beautiful : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - z vehicle - 3.5 


Colony ship that brought the people to Moravenn.


277.


The Vanguard Foundation : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 3.5 - z organisation 


Supporters and funders of interstellar colonisation.


278.


R'Lann : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - z race - 4.0 


The native people of Moravenn, and completely humanoid and sentient. They prefer to live in caves. The name means 'The Survivors'.


279.


Ladder Of Souls : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - z concept - 3.5 


R'Lann religious concept.


280.


Singing the Moons : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - z concept - 4.0 


R'Lann term for the lore associated with the geological instability of the planet.


281.


Tri-D : zz come sing the moons of moravenn - 3.0 - z media 


Viewing technology.


282.


Come Sing the Moons Of Moravenn - Leigh Brackett : z short story - 3.5 - interstellar 


Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 6.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.9


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.00
   Flesch : 79.6
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.9


SETTING


Moravenn


A planet in the Vela Spur, orbiting a topaz-colored star.  It has 3 moons. In particular, the site of a new colony sponsored by the Vanguard Foundation.
   CHARACTERS


Art Farrell


Eighteen year old agriculture expert colonist.


Marta


Colonist, friend of Art who comes to disagree with him.


Hrung


R'Lann leader that tries to help the colonists throught Art.


Jamie Hunter


Agricultural coordinator for the colony.


Tom Chen


Colony council president.


Kladth


Elderly R'Lann chief.


Antelope Woman


Colony ecology team head.


Sam Agatelli


Colony extraterrestrial anthropologist.
   VEHICLES


Vanguard Beautiful


Colony ship that brought the people to Moravenn.
   ORGANISATIONS


The Vanguard Foundation


Supporters and funders of interstellar colonisation.
   RACES


R'Lann


The native people of Moravenn, and completely humanoid and sentient. They prefer to live in caves. The name means 'The Survivors'.
   CONCEPTS


Ladder Of Souls


R'Lann religious concept.


Singing the Moons


R'Lann term for the lore associated with the geological instability of the planet.


MEDIA


Tri-D


Viewing technology.
   PLOT


A group of young people have been sponsored to start a colony on the world of Moravenn.  They have sort of a vegetarian commune existence in mind. They have been trained for colonisation, but have no real practical experience or experience in general, which becomes a problem when they realise the planet's geology will give them problems.  Three moons and the local conditions can cause devastating disasters, at least for the unprepared.


Another surprise is that the planet is inhabited.  These people are low-tech but intelligent, but know how to survive here.  Art believes and befriends the R'Lann natives, but some people do not, and the colony is split politically, particularly after more setbacks with food production.  This does have some tragic consequences, but leaves the colony stronger and learning to adapt.


283.


The Institute for Congenital Addiction : z setting - zz mommies and daddies - 3.5 


Home for children - the Junkys.  Known as Junkyville by the hunters.  Is not stated as to where it is, somewhere on future dystopic Earth is the implication, and Western and likely USA given Brackett's inclinations.


284.


Foundling Home : z setting - zz mommies and daddies - 3.0 


A different home for children.


285.


Stella : z character - supporting - zz mommies and daddies - 3.5 


A hunter that meets Deke.


286.


Deke : z character - major - zz mommies and daddies - 4.0 


A boy that escapes from the institute, and wants to join the Wild Ones and be in the upper echelon.


287.


Tell : zz mommies and daddies - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An institute escapee.


288.


John : zz mommies and daddies - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An institute escapee.


289.


Chad : z character - supporting - zz mommies and daddies - 3.5 


The Wild Ones chief that takes Deke on.


290.


Matron : zz mommies and daddies - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Official at the Institute.


291.


Sara : zz mommies and daddies - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An institute escapee.


292.


Free Peoples : zz mommies and daddies - 3.5 - z organisation 


Those living outside authority, desperate and victims.


293.


Mr Timmins : zz mommies and daddies - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Teacher at the Institute.


294.


The Wild Ones : zz mommies and daddies - z organisation - 4.0 


Top of the gang pecking order.


295.


Foundlings : zz mommies and daddies - 3.0 - z organisation 


Lower tier gangs of the abandoned.


296.


Junkies : zz mommies and daddies - 3.5 - z organisation 


The lowest of the low.  Children of addicts.


297.


Mommies and Daddies - Leigh Brackett : z short story - near future - 4.0 


Short Story


Number of words : 4000
   Percent of complex words : 5.9
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.4


Fog : 7.3
   Flesch : 78.3
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.4


SETTING


The Institute for Congenital Addiction


Home for children - the Junkys.  Known as Junkyville by the hunters.  Is not stated as to where it is, somewhere on future dystopic Earth is the implication, and Western and likely USA given Brackett's inclinations.


Foundling Home


A different home for children.


CHARACTERS


Deke


A boy that escapes from the institute, and wants to join the Wild Ones and be in the upper echelon.


Stella


A hunter that meets Deke.


Chad


The Wild Ones chief that takes Deke on.


Tell


An institute escapee.


John


An institute escapee.


Sara


An institute escapee.


Matron


Official at the Institute.


Mr Timmins


Teacher at the Institute.


ORGANISATIONS
   Free Peoples


Those living outside authority, desperate and victims.


The Wild Ones


Top of the gang pecking order.


Foundlings


Lower tier gangs of the abandoned.


Junkies


The lowest of the low.  Children of addicts.
   PLOT


A boy escapes from a strictly controlled home for abandoned children of drug abusers, and sets out to join a gang and strike back.  The leaders of these organisations take recruits and train them to hunt and kill adults as revenge.


298.


Iskar : z setting - zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.5 


A planet that is the target of the Rohan expedition.  Location not given.


299.


The White City : z setting - zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.5 


Settlement that must be passed through.


300.


The Lake of the Gone Forever : z setting - zz the lake of the gone forever - 4.0 


A black body of water that contains transuranic element traces that someone preserve memories of those interred there, including Rand's father and his wife.


301.


Rand Conway : z character - major - zz the lake of the gone forever - 4.0 


A son who has come to the planet Iskar to find out what happened to his father, a previous visitor, now dead.


302.


Marcia Rohan : z character - supporting - zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.5 


Another member of the crew and daughter of Charles.


303.


Peter Esmond : z character - supporting - zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.5 


The expedition ethnologist.


304.


Krah : z character - supporting - zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.5 


Patriarch of the Iskarians, father of Rand's mother.


305.


Ciel : z character - supporting - zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.5 


Young woman who resents life on Iskar greatly after she learned what it could be like elsewhere.


306.


Conway : z character - supporting - zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.5 


Rand's father, known to the locals as Conna, has a relationship and child with an Iskarian woman.


307.


Charles Rohan : zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Millionaire trade baron, made money from the Jovian Moon sphere.


308.


Captain Frazer : zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Master of the Rohan.


309.


Rohan : zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Charles Rohan's ship, that brings them to Iskar.


310.


Samson riot guns : z weapon - zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.5 


Fire shells of anesthetic gas.


311.


Iskarians : zz the lake of the gone forever - z race - 4.0 


The natives of the planet Iskar. A primitive warrior race.


312.


Interplanetary Society of Ethnologists : zz the lake of the gone forever - 3.0 - z organisation 


Peter Esmond is a member, and hopes for great prestige from this expedition.


313.


The Lake Of the Gone Forever - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novelette - interstellar 


Novelette


Number of words : 13000
   Percent of complex words : 5.8
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.4


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.2737
   Flesch : 78.9105
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.3282


SETTING


Iskar


A planet that is the target of the Rohan expedition.  Location not given.
   The White City


Settlement that must be passed through.


The Lake of the Gone Forever


A black body of water that contains transuranic element traces that someone preserve memories of those interred there, including Rand's father and his wife.


CHARACTERS
   Rand Conway


A son who has come to the planet Iskar to find out what happened to his father, a previous visitor, now dead.


Marcia Rohan


Another member of the crew and daughter of Charles.


Peter Esmond


The expedition ethnologist.


Krah


Patriarch of the Iskarians, father of Rand's mother.


Ciel


Young woman who resents life on Iskar greatly after she learned what it could be like elsewhere.


Conway


Rand's father, known to the locals as Conna, has a relationship and child with an Iskarian woman.


Charles Rohan


Millionaire trade baron, made money from the Jovian Moon sphere.


Captain Frazer


Master of the Rohan.
   VEHICLE


Rohan


Charles Rohan's ship, that brings them to Iskar.
   WEAPONS


Samson riot guns


Fire shells of anesthetic gas.
   RACES


Iskarians


The natives of the planet Iskar. A primitive warrior race.
   ORGANISATIONS


Interplanetary Society of Ethnologists


Peter Esmond is a member, and hopes for great prestige from this expedition.
   PLOT


Rand Conway has writings by his father about the planet Iskar, and sees an opportunity to discover what happened, as well as to make money for Charles Rohan, who provides a ship.


Along with his crew, who are barely tolerated as outsiders that do not fit into the worldview of the primitive spear-wielding warrior culture who treat women as property.


He discovers Krah, the patriarch, is his grandfather.  A girl, Ciel, wants to leave this place because of her poor treatment.  Along with memories and visions of his family Rand discovers that being with her by the Lake means he is married, according to local custom.


314.


Barnard II : z setting - zz how bright the stars - 3.5 


The second planet of Barnard's star.  "Man had finally made the Big Jump 
   outward, with the Wenz-Boroda FTL (faster-than-light) drive".  The Big Jump being a related novel about the development of interstellar travel, placing this story again in a common setting.


315.


Alpha Centauri : z setting - zz how bright the stars - 3.0 


A star previously visited by the Bairds.


316.


Proxima Centauri : z setting - zz how bright the stars - 3.0 


A star previously visited by the Bairds.


317.


Beautiful Water : z setting - zz how bright the stars - 3.0 


Grllan village.


318.


Earth Base : z setting - zz how bright the stars - 3.0 


Survey team's home.


319.


Western Sea : z setting - zz how bright the stars - 3.0 


Earth Base is around 20 miles from a river mouth emptying into this body.


320.


Jerry Baird : zz how bright the stars - z character - major - 4.0 


Dr Baird's son and survey team chief cook and bottle washer.


321.


Dr Baird : zz how bright the stars - z character - major - 4.0 


Jerry's father, survey team coordinator and physician.


322.


Wainwright : zz how bright the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Survey team xenobiologist.


323.


Dr James Felter : zz how bright the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Survey team vulcanologist.


324.


Harding : zz how bright the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Survey team anthropologist.


325.


Soderman : zz how bright the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Survey team geologist.


326.


Souter : zz how bright the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Survey team botanist.


327.


Thompson : zz how bright the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Survey team chemist.


328.


Preliminary Planetary Survey - Leigh Brackett : zz how bright the stars - 3.0 - z organisation 


Sends teams to study other worlds.


329.


Grllan : zz how bright the stars - z race - 3.0 


One clan of natives of Barnard II.


330.


Hwyl : zz how bright the stars - z race - 3.5 


A clan of Barnard II whose presence induces a strange lethargic hedonism and lack of purpose in the Survey team, who stay with them.


331.


How Bright the Stars - Leigh Brackett : z short story - 3.5 - interstellar 


Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 5.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.3
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.8
   Flesch : 79.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.0


SETTING


Barnard II


The second planet of Barnard's star.  "Man had finally made the Big Jump 
   outward, with the Wenz-Boroda FTL (faster-than-light) drive".  The Big Jump being a related novel about the development of interstellar travel, placing this story again in a common setting.


Alpha Centauri


A star previously visited by the Bairds.


Proxima Centauri


A star previously visited by the Bairds.


Beautiful Water


Grllan village.


Earth Base


Survey team's home.


Western Sea


Earth Base is around 20 miles from a river mouth emptying into this body.


CHARACTERS


Jerry Baird


Dr Baird's son and survey team chief cook and bottle washer.


Dr Baird


Jerry's father, survey team coordinator and physician.


Dr James Felter


Survey team vulcanologist.


Wainwright


Survey team xenobiologist.


Harding


Survey team anthropologist.


Soderman


Survey team geologist.


Souter


Survey team botanist.


Thompson


Survey team chemist.
   ORGANISATIONS


Preliminary Planetary Survey


Sends teams to study other worlds.
   RACES


Grllan


One clan of natives of Barnard II.


Hwyl


A clan of Barnard II whose presence induces a strange lethargic hedonism and lack of purpose in the Survey team, who stay with them.
   PLOT


A young man tags along with his father on planetary survey mission, until they get to Barnard II.  The older professionals discover an odd clan called the Hwyll. While staying in their village they seem to lose all desire to go or work further, but Jerry does not, and heads back to their base and the stars.


332.


Barrier : z character - major - zz the shadows - 4.0 


Experienced older Ground Exploration team leader.  Would rather be in Los Angeles, drinking.


333.


Hubbard : z character - supporting - zz the shadows - 3.5 


Ground Exploration team anthropologist.


334.


Kendall : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ground Exploration team lead.


335.


Aiken : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ground Exploration team archaeologist.


336.


Caffrey : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ground Exploration team geologist.


337.


Schmidt : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ground Exploration team entomologist.


338.


Gordon : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ground Exploration team zoologist.


339.


Morris : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ground Exploration team communicator.


340.


Cristofek : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Chief of Technical.


341.


Captain Verlaine : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Master of the Survey ship.


342.


Galactic Survey : zz the shadows - 3.0 - z organisation 


Sender of ships to other worlds.


343.


Mists : zz the shadows - z race - 3.5 


Inimical alien life form on this planet.


344.


The Shadows : zz the shadows - z race - 4.0 


Like dogs, waiting to be able to see and warn man and help again.


345.


The Shadows - Leigh Brackett : z short story - 4.0 - interstellar 


Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 6.6
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.3
   Flesch : 76.9
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.4


SETTING


Unnamed planet under a blue star.
   CHARACTERS


Barrier


Experienced older Ground Exploration team leader.


Hubbard


Ground Exploration team anthropologist.


Kendall


Ground Exploration team lead.


Aiken


Ground Exploration team archaeologist.


Caffrey


Ground Exploration team geologist.


Schmidt


Ground Exploration team entomologist.


Gordon


Ground Exploration team zoologist.


Morris


Ground Exploration team communicator.


Captain Verlaine


Master of the Survey ship.


Cristofek


Chief of Technical.
   ORGANISATIONS


Galactic Survey


Sender of ships to other worlds.
   RACES


Mists


Inimical alien life form on this planet.


The Shadows


Like dogs, waiting to be able to see and warn man and help again.
   PLOT


Barrier is an older experienced leader of a mostly younger Ground Exploration Team for the Galactic Survey.  He is growing increasingly despondent and ground down at the hostility towards man in the environments and planets he has visited.


This planet appears to be more of the same as strange mistlike beings herd and frighten and even may destroy team members.  Until he realises that there is more than one group, and though scary in appearance, The Shadows actually want to help and befriend them.  The past history of the planet, seen in ruins, tells why.


346.


Grand Falls : z setting - zz all the colors of the rainbow - 4.0 


Racist, redneck USA town.


347.


Flin : z character - major - zz all the colors of the rainbow - 4.0 


Mintakan weather control expert, working on Earth leading a team.


348.


Ruvi : z character - major - zz all the colors of the rainbow - 4.0 


Part of Flin's team, and his mate.


349.


Reverend Tibbs : zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Grand Falls preacher.


350.


Judge Shaw : zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.5 - z character - minor 


Grand Falls authority.


351.


Jed : z character - supporting - zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.5 


Grand Falls resident who leads the attacks on Flin and Ruvi.


352.


Mr Nellis : zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Grand Falls resident.


353.


Sam : zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Grand Falls resident.


354.


Mike : zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of Jed's band of attackers.


355.


Sherbondy : z character - supporting - zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.5 


Federation diplomat.


356.


Peripheral Survey : zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.0 - z organisation 


Group whose job it is to make contact with fringe worlds like Earth.


357.


Federation : zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.0 - z organisation 


Group of allied worlds.


358.


Galactic Center : zz all the colors of the rainbow - 3.5 - z organisation 


Political seat of the Federation.


359.


Miniseeders : zz all the colors of the rainbow - z technology - 4.0 


Weather control devices.


360.


All the Colors Of the Rainbow - Leigh Brackett : z novelette - near future - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 9000
   Percent of complex words : 7.0
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.9
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 8.0
   Flesch : 75.0
   Flesch-Kincaid : 6.0


SETTING


Grand Falls


Racist, redneck USA town.
   CHARACTERS


Flin


Mintakan weather control expert, working on Earth leading a team.


Ruvi


Part of Flin's team, and his mate.


Judge Shaw


Grand Falls authority.


Jed


Grand Falls resident who leads the attacks on Flin and Ruvi.


Reverend Tibbs


Grand Falls preacher.


Mr Nellis


Grand Falls resident.


Sam


Grand Falls resident.


Mike


One of Jed's band of attackers.


Sherbondy


Federation diplomat.
   ORGANISATIONS


Peripheral Survey


Group whose job it is to make contact with fringe worlds like Earth.


Federation


Group of allied worlds.


Galactic Center


Political seat of the Federation.


TECHNOLOGY


Miniseeders


Weather control devices.
   PLOT


Flin and Ruvi are a pair, two of Flin's team of weather control experts from the Federation, sent to backwater world Earth.


While working they are travelling, and stop at Grand Falls for the night looking for accomodation.  The town is completely racist, and the two aliens are green, so they are refused any hospitality.  In fact, they are attacked, in more minor fashion, and run off the road when they leave town.  Jed leads a group of thugs who attack them, and rape Ruvi.


That is where it stops, and the Governor and President are forced to apologise, but the town closes ranks to cover it up, led by Judge Shaw.


Before returning home, an angry Flin pays one last visit to Grand Forks, taking two miniseeders with him.


361.


Dick Stratton : z character - major - zz the tapestry gate - 4.0 


Husband of Jane, or bank account of Jane more to the point it appears.  Unwilling Tapestry owner.


362.


Jane Stratton : z character - major - zz the tapestry gate - 4.0 


His spendthrift wife and Tapestry purchaser.


363.


Bootblack : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the tapestry gate 


Man who tells Dick of the Tapestry's powers and victim.


364.


Alice Kelly : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the tapestry gate 


Friend of Jane's.


365.


Mrs Lydell : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the tapestry gate 


Town resident having a reception.


366.


Doris Ryder : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the tapestry gate 


Woman Jane threatens smearing Dick with to get money out of him.


367.


The Tapestry : z media - zz the tapestry gate - 4.0 


Strange artwork made of human hair his wife buys rather than the print he wanted.


368.


The Tapestry Gate - Leigh Brackett : z short story - 3.5 - horror 


Short Story


Number of words : 5000
   Percent of complex words : 7.8
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.5
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.3
   Flesch : 74.7
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.5


SETTING


A town in the USA that is not specified.
   CHARACTERS


Dick Stratton


Husband of Jane, or bank account of Jane more to the point it appears.  Unwilling Tapestry owner.


Jane Stratton


His spendthrift wife and Tapestry purchaser.


Bootblack


Man who tells Dick of the Tapestry's powers.


Alice Kelly


Friend of Jane's.


Mrs Lydell


Town resident having a reception.


Doris Ryder


Woman Jane threatens smearing Dick with to get money out of him.
   MEDIA


The Tapestry


Strange artwork made of human hair his wife buys rather than the print he wanted.
   PLOT


Brackett's lone horror story.


Jane buys The Tapestry over Dick's objections, and continues to extract money out of him to keep up with the Joneses.  However, this purchase is evil, and can actually seduce people to enter it with promises.  Dick meets a man who tells of its past, and then his wife disappears.  What will happen to him, given he can't bring himself to burn it.


369.


Webb Fallon : zz out of the sea - z character - major - 4.0 


Out of work reporter and boozer.


370.


Joan Daniels : zz out of the sea - z character - supporting - 3.5 


Woman Fallon meets at the beach while swimming, before they are attacked.  Knows Madge, so thinks he is no good to start with.


371.


Einar Bjarnsson : zz out of the sea - z character - supporting - 3.5 


Deep-sea scientific expert and submarine owner.


372.


Los Angeles : zz out of the sea - z setting - 3.5 


Fallon is playing volleyball at Santa Monica Beach and girl chasing at the opening, when the attack of sea monsters begins.


373.


West Coast Pacific Ocean : zz out of the sea - z setting - 4.0 


Now full of a lot of sea monsters.


374.


Kashimo : zz out of the sea - z character - supporting - 3.5 


Japanese leader and unleasher of mutant sea monsters.


375.


Madge : zz out of the sea - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Fallon's ex-girlfriend.


376.


Chuck Weigal : zz out of the sea - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Acquaintance of Fallon's.


377.


Los Angeles Observer : zz out of the sea - 3.0 - z organisation 


Newspaper Fallon used to work for.


378.


California Tech : zz out of the sea - 3.0 - z organisation 


University working on the monster problem.


379.


Out Of the Sea - Leigh Brackett : present day - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 10000
   Percent of complex words : 7.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.0
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.6
   Flesch : 76.7
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.8


SETTING


Los Angeles


Fallon is playing volleyball at Santa Monica Beach and girl chasing at the opening, when the attack of sea monsters begins.


West Coast Pacific Ocean


Now full of a lot of sea monsters.


CHARACTERS


Webb Fallon


Out of work reporter and boozer.


Joan Daniels


Woman Fallon meets at the beach while swimming, before they are attacked.  Knows Madge, so thinks he is no good to start with.


Einar Bjarnsson


Deep-sea scientific expert and submarine owner.


Kashimo


Japanese leader and unleasher of mutant sea monsters.


Madge


Fallon's ex-girlfriend.


Chuck Weigal


Acquaintance of Fallon's.


ORGANISATIONS


Los Angeles Observer


Newspaper Fallon used to work for.


California Tech


University working on the monster problem.
   PLOT


Fallon is playing volleyball and contemplating women in swimsuits towards finding a new girlfriend after being dumped.  Suddenly sea monsters attack, and he ends up fighting some off and fleeing with Daniels.


He remembers a recent interview with Bjarnsson, an expert in the area with a small submarine, and goes with Joan to see if something can be done to stop it, given the military is having no success.


Bjarnsson's agenda is unclear, as is which way he will jump, but he venturs out with Fallon after running foul of Kashimo, to decide what to do by putting an end to the source of mutant sea monsters.


380.


Losangles : z setting - 3.0 - zz child of the sun 


Earth city.


381.


Vulcan : z setting - zz child of the sun - 4.0 


Hidden planet between the Sun and Mercury.


382.


Eric Falken : z character - major - zz child of the sun - 4.0 


Unregenerate hero and spaceship pilot.


383.


Sheila Moore : z character - major - zz child of the sun - 4.0 


Unregenerate woman who asks Falken for help. Also had a lover taken by the Hiltonists.


384.


Paul Avery-Miner Hilton : z character - major - zz child of the sun - 4.0 


Man who flees with Falken and Moore.  Not who he says he is, but a spy.


385.


Sun-child : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz child of the sun 


Last of his race.


386.


Gantry Hilton : 3.0 - zz child of the sun - z character - minor 


President of the Federation of Worlds.


387.


Kitty : 3.0 - zz child of the sun - z character - minor 


Falken's girlfriend, taken by Hiltonists in the past.


388.


Falcon : z vehicle - zz child of the sun - 4.0 


Falken's spaceship. 


389.


Hiltonists : 3.0 - z organisation - zz child of the sun 


Followers of Gantry Hilton


390.


Hiltonist Black Guards : 3.5 - z organisation - zz child of the sun 


Military organisation for Gantry Hilton.


391.


Unregenerates : z organisation - zz child of the sun - 4.0 


Opponents of Hiltonism.


392.


Spaceguard : 3.5 - z organisation - zz child of the sun 


Military defense unit of the Hiltonists.


393.


Sun-children : z race - zz child of the sun - 4.0 


Energy beings that live in space for eons, now almost extinct.


394.


Tractor-beams : z weapon - 3.0 - zz child of the sun 


Capture devices.


395.


Psycho Adjuster : z weapon - zz child of the sun - 4.0 


"They'll blank your brain with electric impulses and then transmit a whole new memory-pattern, even shifting the thought-circuits so that you won't think the same way. They'll change your metabolism, your glandular balance, your pigmentation, your face, and your fingerprints."


396.


Spaceshells : z weapon - 3.0 - zz child of the sun 


Projectiles for spaceship weapons.


397.


Psycho-Change : z concept - 3.0 - zz child of the sun 


Being Psycho-Adjusted.


398.


Interplanetary War : z concept - 3.0 - zz child of the sun 


A Solar System conflict.


399.


Peace and Happiness : z concept - 3.5 - zz child of the sun 


Hiltonist doctrine.


400.


Child Of the Sun - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novelette - solar system 


Novelette


Number of words : 9000
   Percent of complex words : 6.6
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.2
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.3
   Flesch : 77.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.8


SETTING


Losangles


Earth city.  Note the name has evolved this far into the future.


Vulcan


Hidden planet between the Sun and Mercury.


CHARACTERS


Eric Falken


Unregenerate hero and spaceship pilot.


Sheila Moore


Unregenerate woman who asks Falken for help. Also had a lover taken by the Hiltonists.


Paul Avery-Miner Hilton


Man who flees with Falken and Moore.  Not who he says he is, but a spy.


Sun-child


Last of his race.


Gantry Hilton


President of the Federation of Worlds.


Kitty


Falken's girlfriend, taken by Hiltonists in the past.
   VEHICLES


Falcon


Falken's spaceship. 
   ORGANISATIONS


Hiltonists


Followers of Gantry Hilton


Hiltonist Black Guards


Military organisation for Gantry Hilton.


Unregenerates


Opponents of Hiltonism.


Spaceguard


Military defense unit of the Hiltonists.
   RACES


Sun-children


Energy beings that live in space for eons, now almost extinct.
   WEAPONS


Tractor-beams


Capture devices.


Psycho Adjuster


"They'll blank your brain with electric impulses and then transmit a whole new memory-pattern, even shifting the thought-circuits so that you won't think the same way. They'll change your metabolism, your glandular balance, your pigmentation, your face, and your fingerprints."


Spaceshells


Projectiles for spaceship weapons.
   CONCEPTS


Psycho-Change


Being Psycho-Adjusted.


Interplanetary War


A Solar System conflict.


Peace and Happiness


Hiltonist doctrine.
   PLOT


Sheila Moore goes to Eric Falken for help. Falken is a shining light to the failing Unregenerate resistance.  Unknown to either of them, Moore's companion Avery is a double agent and the actual son of the Hiltonist leader, using mental technology to avoid detection.


This is apparently post-Interplanetary War and the intimation is that Mercury is pretty much completely unimhabitable know, as compared to some other Brackett stories.


A surprise awaits them all as they find a hidden world, the plaything of the last Sun-child. It is a powerful energy being who lives to great age, but who had been hiding amusing itself to distract from the knowledge of its own mortality, and end of its race.


Falken sees a possibility to do a deal to get their own world from the Sun-child, and then doublecross, but it has too many abilities. All that is left is to reason with the entity that skulking around on a tiny planet its way beneath its talents and intellect.


401.


Mu : z setting - zz lord of the earthquake - 4.0 


Ancient civilisation, 12 thousand years in the past.


402.


The Hole : z setting - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.5 


In the ocean, how Krim and Langham are transported to Mu.


403.


Manoa : z setting - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.5 


City in ancient Mu, seat of Xacul.


404.


Coh Langham : z character - major - zz lord of the earthquake - 4.0 


Adventurer and explorer, tags along with Krim.


405.


Simon Krim : z character - major - zz lord of the earthquake - 4.0 


Archaeologist partner of Langham on this mad expedition. Used to work with Langham's father, also an archaeologist.


406.


Helva : z character - supporting - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.5 


Mu woman and rebel.


407.


Sigri : z character - supporting - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.5 


Injured young Mu man.


408.


Itzan : z character - supporting - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.5 


Mu warrior leader for Xacul.


409.


Xacul : z character - supporting - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.5 


Self-styled Mu god.


410.


Kukulcan : z concept - zz lord of the earthquake - 4.0 


The feathered serpent god of both the Mayans and Murians, under another name.  Tattooed on Langham's chest. Sign of the Creator in ancient Mu.


411.


Naga the Creator : z concept - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.5 


Mu deity, see Kukulcan.


412.


Quanlan : z concept - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.0 


Ancient Norwegian language.


413.


Quichua : z concept - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.0 


Ecuadorian language.


414.


Temple of Sacred Mysteries at Uxmal : z place - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.0 


A temple of sacred mysteries, Mu style.


415.


Hiranypura : z place - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.0 


City in Mu.


416.


Atlantis : z place - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.0 


Another ancient civilisation with undersea issues.


417.


Cimmeria : z place - zz lord of the earthquake - 3.0 


Another ancient civilisation.


418.


Anti-gravity : zz lord of the earthquake - z technology - 4.0 


Mu has flying ships.


419.


Lord Of the Earthquake - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - time travel - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 11000
   Percent of complex words : 6.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 13.1


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.8
   Flesch : 74.0
   Flesch-Kincaid : 6.2
   SETTING


Mu


Ancient civilisation, 12 thousand years in the past.


The Hole


In the ocean, how Krim and Langham are transported to Mu.


Manoa


City in ancient Mu, seat of Xacul.
   CHARACTERS


Coh Langham


Adventurer and explorer, tags along with Krim.


Simon Krim


Archaeologist partner of Langham on this mad expedition. Used to work with Langham's father, also an archaeologist.


Helva


Mu woman and rebel.


Sigri


Injured young Mu man.


Itzan


Mu warrior leader for Xacul.


Xacul


Self-styled Mu god.


CONCEPTS


Kukulcan


The feathered serpent god of both the Mayans and Murians, under another name.  Tattooed on Langham's chest. Sign of the Creator in ancient Mu.


Naga the Creator


Mu deity, see Kukulcan.


Quanlan


Ancient Norwegian language.


Quichua


Ecuadorian language.


PLACES


Temple of Sacred Mysteries at Uxmal


A temple of sacred mysteries, Mu style.


Hiranypura


City in Mu.


Atlantis


Another ancient civilisation with undersea issues.


Cimmeria


Another ancient civilisation.
   TECHNOLOGY


Anti-gravity


Mu has flying ships.
   PLOT


Brackett does Merritt.  Langham and Krim are on what the latter thinks is a quest for ancient Mu, and the former thinks is crazy. Only not so much.  The bottom of the Pacific does have a portal to another time.


There the pair run into an armed skirmish, brains being split.  Warriors of the god Xacul (really just a really big scary guy) are capturing Naga-worshipping rebels, and also our protagonist. Helva and Sigri are captured along with Langham and Krim, and transported in flying cars. They recognise Langham as possibly special due to his Kukulcan tattoo.


To get away, they need to do something about this, with harps, duels to the death, earthquakes, pyramids, portals and time travel.


420.


Trojan asteroid base : z setting - zz retreat to the stars - 4.0 


In the 40th century. Home to 10,000 Rebels.


"Two thousand years ago. Why couldn't I have been born two thousand years ago?"
   

The strangeness of it came over Arnoâ��how Marika could look back to the Twentieth Century as day before darkness, and he as darkness before dawn. In the Twenty-first Century the last Terran rebels had fled to Venus, and from there to Mars, and from there to the state where they were now. The all-encompassing strength of the State had followed them, driving out their heresies, their anarchies, their haphazard individualism.


Now there was peace and system everywhere, except for the hidden plague-spots on the planets and  this barren asteroid, which, through him, the Tri-State would soon destroy."


421.


Titan : z setting - zz retreat to the stars - 3.0 


Moon of Saturn. Site of a mining operation.


422.


Arno : z character - major - zz retreat to the stars - 4.0 


Spy for the Tri-State. Father of three.  Falls in love with Marika and is torn.


423.


Ralph : z character - major - zz retreat to the stars - 4.0 


Squadron leader of the rebels.


424.


Marika : z character - supporting - zz retreat to the stars - 3.5 


Rebel mechanic.


425.


Laura : zz retreat to the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Rebel woman with a child.


426.


Frane : zz retreat to the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Part of the rebel council.


427.


Father Berrens : z character - supporting - zz retreat to the stars - 3.5 


Rebel civilian leader.


428.


People's Protector : zz retreat to the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Arno's superior and handler.


429.


Vern : zz retreat to the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Pilot of Ralph's squadron, killed.


430.


Parlo : zz retreat to the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Pilot of Ralph's squadron, killed.


431.


Karl : zz retreat to the stars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Pilot of Ralph's squadron, killed.


432.


Tri-State : zz retreat to the stars - 3.5 - z organisation 


Controlling political body in the Solar System, for quite some time, over 2000 years.


433.


Rebels : zz retreat to the stars - z organisation - 4.0 


Opposition to the Tri-State.


434.


Sparling : zz retreat to the stars - z vehicle - 4.0 


An old one-man spaceship that Ralph flies on a desperate raid to Titan.


435.


Tractor beams : zz retreat to the stars - z technology - 3.0 


Prize haulers.


436.


The Creed : z concept - zz retreat to the stars - 3.0 


Tri-State doctrine.


437.


Retreat To the Stars - Leigh Brackett : z short story - 3.5 - solar system 


Short Story


Number of words : 7000
   Percent of complex words : 7.6
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.3
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.1
   Flesch : 77.4
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.0


SETTING


Trojan asteroid base


In the 40th century. Home to 10,000 Rebels.


"Two thousand years ago. Why couldn't I have been born two thousand years ago?"
   

The strangeness of it came over Arnoâ��how Marika could look back to the Twentieth Century as day before darkness, and he as darkness before dawn. In the Twenty-first Century the last Terran rebels had fled to Venus, and from there to Mars, and from there to the state where they were now. The all-encompassing strength of the State had followed them, driving out their heresies, their anarchies, their haphazard individualism.


Now there was peace and system everywhere, except for the hidden plague-spots on the planets and  this barren asteroid, which, through him, the Tri-State would soon destroy."


Titan


Moon of Saturn. Site of a mining operation.
   CHARACTERS


Arno


Spy for the Tri-State. Father of three.  Falls in love with Marika and is torn.


Ralph


Squadron leader of the rebels.


Marika


Rebel mechanic.


Laura


Rebel woman with a child.


Frane


Part of the rebel council.


Father Berrens


Rebel civilian leader.


People's Protector


Arno's superior and handler.


Vern


Pilot of Ralph's squadron, killed.


Parlo


Pilot of Ralph's squadron, killed.


Karl


Pilot of Ralph's squadron, killed.
   ORGANISATIONS


Tri-State


Controlling political body in the Solar System, for quite some time, over 2000 years.


Rebels


Opposition to the Tri-State.
   VEHICLES


Sparling


An old one-man spaceship that Ralph flies on a desperate raid to Titan.
   TECHNOLOGY


Tractor beams


Prize haulers.
   CONCEPTS


The Creed


Tri-State doctrine.
   PLOT


A small group of Rebels remains after a two thousand year struggle against the Tri-State, but they are almost out of supplies, and almost have a ship ready to carry them out.


The Tri-State have infiltrated a spy, Arno, and are waiting for enough intel to begin blowing the base to hell.  Arno, however, falls for the tough mechanic Marika after she has a moment of weakness with him, and he eventually reveals his purpose.  


With Ralph dead, she guns him down too, and the Rebel ship is ready to head for the stars.


438.


Mars : z setting - 3.5 - zz the big jump 


Planet of the Solar System with many shipping lines having bases there.


439.


Luna : z setting - 3.5 - zz the big jump 


Earth's satellite.


440.


New York : z setting - 3.0 - zz the big jump 


USA City.


441.


Barnard's Star : z setting - 3.5 - zz the big jump 


Site chosen for interstellar test, not being sure of Alpha and Proxima Centauri.


442.


Barnard II : z setting - zz the big jump - 4.0 


Planet of the Transuranae.


443.


Arch Comyn : z character - major - zz the big jump - 4.0 


Discovers what is going on with the Cochrane's project, and goes with the ship after avoiding an assassination attempt.  Falls for Sydna Cochrane.


444.


Sydna Cochrane : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the big jump 


Granddaughter and sister and cousin and interested in Comyn.  A woman that can handle herself, but not too keen on spaceships.


445.


Will Stanley : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the big jump 


Married into the family, husband of Sydna's cousin.  A louse.


446.


Peter Cochrane : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the big jump 


Runs the company, brother of Sydna and grandson of Jonas.


447.


Ballantyne : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the big jump 


Drive inventor makes The Big Jump possible. Comes back from the Transuranae mission a walking dead man.


448.


Paul Rogers : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Astrophysicist on Ballantyne's ship. Friend of Comyn.


449.


Vickrey : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Also on Ballantyne's ship, stays at Barnard II.


450.


Strang : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Also on Ballantyne's ship, stays at Barnard II.


451.


Kessel : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Also on Ballantyne's ship, stays at Barnard II.


452.


Dubman : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Provides Comyn information of transuranic elements.


453.


Jonas Cochrane : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Corporation president and Cochrane patriarch.


454.


Simon Cochrane : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Another of the younger Cochrane generation, travels on the second trip to Barnard II.


455.


Sally Cochrane : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


The Aunt.


456.


George Cochrane : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


The uncle and lawyer.


457.


Johnny : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Sydna's escort.  Jealous of losing her to Comyn.


458.


Hannay : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Security for the Cochranes.


459.


Nielsen : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Cochrane engineer.


460.


Felder : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Cochrane engineer.


461.


Claudia : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Cochrane cousin, wife of Stanley.


462.


Bridget : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Girl of Simon's.


463.


Washburn : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Ex-employee, attacks a Cochrane party.


464.


Doctor French : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Physician on ship.


465.


Roth : 3.0 - zz the big jump - z character - minor 


Ship engineer on mission.


466.


The Big Jump : z concept - zz the big jump - 4.0 


Term for making the successful leap to interstellar space and back.


467.


Groom's Theory : z concept - zz the big jump - 4.0 


"Principle used for the Ballantyne drive: "Groom's theory, on which Ballantyne built his drive, was that the so-called light-speed barrier was real, and that matter achieving faster-than-light velocities would shift into another 
   plane of atomic vibration, or matter-state, creating a closed vacuum in the continuum in which energy could be neither gained nor lost. Hence, the mass-propulsion field, the ship feeding onitself, as it were, using the kinetic energy stored up in the original acceleration. The drive works, but whether or not that proves the theory, we don't know. There's a very interesting 
   distortion of time ..."


468.


The Transuranae : z race - zz the big jump - 4.0 


"They weren't things. They were life, a form of life inconceivable except among the alien elements of a transuranic world. Life, I think, seated in linkages of energy between atoms infinitely more complex than uranium. Life, self-sufficient, perhaps coeval with our universe, and able to impregnate our cruder, simpler tissues with its own transuranic chemistry ..."
   Comyn thought again of what Vickrey had said: the fountainhead, the beginning.
   Someone said grimly, "I know one thing: no one's getting me back there, for anything."
   Peter Cochrane said, "Relax. Nobody's going back to Barnard II."  Note story The Shadows.


Others came from fifth planet of Barnard's star, of eight to this planet of the Transuranae on Barnard II and were changed, and didn't make it.  A whole spacefaring civilisation.


469.


Cochrane Company : z organisation - zz the big jump - 4.0 


Transport and spaceship building company.  A family dynasty.


470.


Inter-World Engineering : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the big jump 


Comyn's old employer.


471.


United Tradelines : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the big jump 


Rival spaceship company.


472.


Ballantyne drive : z technology - zz the big jump - 4.0 


Breakthrough propulsion for interstellar travel, named after the inventor.


473.


The Big Jump - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novel - interstellar 


Novel


Number of words : 40000
   Percent of complex words : 6.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.8
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.9
   Flesch : 78.0
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.1
    : The Big Jump - Leigh Brackett


SETTING
   Mars


Planet of the Solar System with many shipping lines having bases there.


Luna


Earth's satellite.


New York


USA City.


Barnard's Star


Site chosen for interstellar test, not being sure of Alpha and Proxima Centauri.


Barnard II


Planet of the Transuranae.


CHARACTERS


Arch Comyn


Discovers what is going on with the Cochrane's project, and goes with the ship after avoiding an assassination attempt.  Falls for Sydna Cochrane.


Sydna Cochrane


Granddaughter and sister and cousin and interested in Comyn.  A woman that can handle herself, but not too keen on spaceships.


Will Stanley


Married into the family, husband of Sydna's cousin.  A louse.


Peter Cochrane


Runs the company, brother of Sydna and grandson of Jonas.


Ballantyne


Drive inventor makes The Big Jump possible. Comes back from the Transuranae mission a walking dead man.
   Paul Rogers



Astrophysicist on Ballantyne's ship. Friend of Comyn.[bookmark: AstrophysicistOnBallantyneSShipFriendOfComyn__MD_autoTOC_0]

Vickrey


Also on Ballantyne's ship, stays at Barnard II.


Strang


Also on Ballantyne's ship, stays at Barnard II.


Kessel


Also on Ballantyne's ship, stays at Barnard II.


Dubman


Provides Comyn information of transuranic elements.


Jonas Cochrane


Corporation president and Cochrane patriarch.


Simon Cochrane


Another of the younger Cochrane generation, travels on the second trip to Barnard II.


Sally Cochrane


The Aunt.


George Cochrane


The uncle and lawyer.


Johnny


Sydna's escort.  Jealous of losing her to Comyn.


Hannay


Security for the Cochranes.


Nielsen


Cochrane engineer.


Felder


Cochrane engineer.


Claudia


Cochrane cousin, wife of Stanley.


Bridget


Girl of Simon's.


Washburn


Ex-employee, attacks a Cochrane party.


Doctor French


Physician on ship.


Roth


Ship engineer on mission.
   CONCEPTS


The Big Jump


Term for making the successful leap to interstellar space and back.


Groom's Theory


Principle used for the Ballantyne drive: "Groom's theory, on which Ballantyne built his drive, was that the so-called light-speed barrier was real, and that matter achieving faster-than-light velocities would shift into another 
   plane of atomic vibration, or matter-state, creating a closed vacuum in the continuum in which energy could be neither gained nor lost. Hence, the mass-propulsion field, the ship feeding onitself, as it were, using the kinetic energy stored up in the original acceleration. The drive works, but whether or not that proves the theory, we don't know. There's a very interesting 
   distortion of time ...""
   RACES


The Transuranae


"They weren't things. They were life, a form of life inconceivable except among the alien elements of a transuranic world. Life, I think, seated in linkages of energy between atoms infinitely more complex than uranium. Life, self-sufficient, perhaps coeval with our universe, and able to impregnate our cruder, simpler tissues with its own transuranic chemistry ..."
   Comyn thought again of what Vickrey had said: the fountainhead, the beginning.
   Someone said grimly, "I know one thing: no one's getting me back there, for anything."
   Peter Cochrane said, "Relax. Nobody's going back to Barnard II."  Note story The Shadows.


Others came from fifth planet of Barnard's star, of eight to this planet of the Transuranae on Barnard II and were changed, and didn't make it.  A whole spacefaring civilisation.
   ORGANISATIONS
   Cochrane Company


Transport and spaceship building company.  A family dynasty.


Inter-World Engineering


Comyn's old employer.


United Tradelines


Rival spaceship company.
   TECHNOLOGY


Ballantyne drive


Breakthrough propulsion for interstellar travel, named after the inventor.
   PLOT


The Cochrane company wants to get the jump on The Big Jump to interstellar space, and make lots of money.  There's a slight problem with their first trip to Barnard II though.  The Ballantyne drive works, but what they found on the planet destroys people.


Arch Comyn, also in the industry but quit his old company was friends with Paul Rogers, astrophysicist on Ballantyne's ship and mission to Barnard II.  He wants to find out what happen, and his nosing around has Cochrane in-law sending people to try and kill him.  Comy meets and fancies Sydna Cochrane in the process, and her old boyfriend, now on the outs gets killed in an attempt on Comyn.


Stanley's weaselness comes out on the ship, discovered by Peter and Simon Cochrane and the others, including Comyn.


At Barnard II. A strange race known as the Transuranae seduces people into staying, and slowly destroys them, too much exposure leaving people the walking dead, like Ballantyne.


The C's all return, rather disappointing tycoon grandfather with the news, but not Sydna.


474.


The Citadel : z setting - zz the citadel of lost ages - 4.0 


Future Earth, postapocalytpic, with aliens. Place of power in New York, near the Palisades. ""Sunk a half mile deep in solid rockâ��area larger than the Empire State Buildingâ��lined and reinforced with steelâ��earthquake-proof, floodproofâ��heat and air supplied by sea!ed atomic generators with an efficiency period of five thousand years .. .""


475.


Temple of Eternal Night : z setting - zz the citadel of lost ages - 3.0 


Numi religious structure.


476.


The Desert Gate : z setting - zz the citadel of lost ages - 3.5 


Through which you must go to reach The Citadel.


477.


Arika : z character - major - zz the citadel of lost ages - 4.0 


Girl that Fenway knows. Half-blood Numi.


478.


Fenway-Fenn : z character - major - zz the citadel of lost ages - 4.0 


Sleeper and prisoner that awakens with a dodgy memory and important technological knowledge.


479.


Malech : z character - supporting - zz the citadel of lost ages - 3.5 


Arika's brother, but takes after his Numi side.


480.


Lannar : z character - supporting - zz the citadel of lost ages - 3.5 


Outlaw leader.


481.


RhamSin : z character - supporting - zz the citadel of lost ages - 3.5 


Jailor of Fenn and Numi religious leader.


482.


Numi : z race - zz the citadel of lost ages - 4.0 


Race of aliens, their names means New Men.


483.


The Great Dark : z concept - zz the citadel of lost ages - 3.5 


Term for static diurnal planet.


484.


The Destruction : z concept - zz the citadel of lost ages - 3.5 


Term for the damage caused by the Dark Star passing earth.


485.


The Citadel Of Lost Ages - Leigh Brackett : postapocalyptic - z novella - 4.0 


Novella


Number of words : 20000
   Percent of complex words : 6.0
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.3


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.9
   Flesch : 80.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.9
   SETTING


The Citadel


Future Earth, postapocalytpic, with aliens. Place of power in New York, near the Palisades. ""Sunk a half mile deep in solid rockâ��area larger than the Empire State Buildingâ��lined and reinforced with steelâ��earthquake-proof, floodproofâ��heat and air supplied by sea!ed atomic generators with an efficiency period of five thousand years .. .""


Temple of Eternal Night


Numi religious structure.


The Desert Gate


Through which you must go to reach The Citadel.
   CHARACTERS


Fenway-Fenn


Sleeper and prisoner that awakens with a dodgy memory and important technological knowledge.


Arika


Girl that Fenway knows. Half-blood Numi.


Malech


Arika's brother, but takes after his Numi side.


RhamSin


Jailor of Fenn and Numi religious leader.


Lannar


Outlaw leader.


RACES


Numi


Race of aliens, their names means New Men.
   CONCEPTS


The Great Dark


Term for static diurnal planet.
   The Destruction


Term for the damage caused by the Dark Star passing earth.
   PLOT


Fenway awakes in the future dominated by the New Men.  (They may be aliens, may be a mutation caused by an Earth changed by astronomoical calamity) and meets Arika, a half-breed, again.  Also her brother.  Fenn knows if he can remember how to get to The Citadel.  A place in New York where humans stored examplars of technology and techniques for future survival, post Destruction. 


The Numi leader RhamSin is also interested in this, but Fenn finds aid in an outlaw band-but the divided loyalties of the half-breed siblings cause problems.  Once at The Citadel Fenn has the advantage because of his knowledge of the tech, if he can remember the deadly uses.


486.


Phrygian Hills : z setting - zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 


The beginning of Mouse and Ciaran's journey on the tenth planet.
   3 out 5


487.


Forbidden Plains : z setting - zz the jewel of bas - 3.5 


To be crossed to get to Ben Beatha.


488.


Ben Beatha : z setting - zz the jewel of bas - 4.0 


The Mountain of Life, home of Bas the Immortal


489.


Mouse : z character - major - zz the jewel of bas - 4.0 


A young woman, partnered with Ciaran.


490.


Ciaran : z character - major - zz the jewel of bas - 4.0 


A bard, partnered with Mouse.


491.


Bas the Immortal : z character - supporting - zz the jewel of bas - 3.5 


An ancient traveller from Earth who looks like a boy. In conflict with the androids.


492.


Ram : zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A trapper.


493.


Khafre : zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An android.


494.


Steud : zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An android.


495.


Marsali : zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Bas' love.


496.


Kalds : z race - zz the jewel of bas - 3.5 


Furry Beasts that serve the androids through mind control. Wand carrying enforcers.


497.


The Stone of Destiny : zz the jewel of bas - z technology - 3.5 


Source of Bas' power.


498.


The Distance Cycle : zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 - z media 


A group of planetary legends.


499.


Dagon : z concept - zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 


An Elder God of Atlantis.  


500.


Hyperborea : z place - zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 


Ancient Earth civilisation.


501.


Atlantis : z place - zz the jewel of bas - 3.0 


Ancient Earth civilisation.


502.


The Jewel Of Bas - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novella - solar system 


Novella


Number of words : 18000
   Percent of complex words : 6.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.9
   Flesch : 78.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.0


SETTING


Phrygian Hills


The beginning of Mouse and Ciaran's journey on the tenth planet.


Forbidden Plains


To be crossed to get to Ben Beatha.


Ben Beatha


The Mountain of Life, home of Bas the Immortal


CHARACTERS


Mouse


A young woman, partnered with Ciaran.


Ciaran


A bard, partnered with Mouse.


Bas the Immortal


An ancient traveller from Earth who looks like a boy. In conflict with the androids.


Ram


A trapper.


Khafre


An android.


Steud


An android.


Marsali


Bas' love.
   RACES


Kalds


Furry Beasts that serve the androids through mind control. Wand carrying enforcers.
   TECHNOLOGY


The Stone of Destiny


Source of Bas' power.
   MEDIA


The Distance Cycle


A group of planetary legends.
   CONCEPTS


Dagon


An Elder God of Atlantis.


PLACES


Hyperborea


Ancient Earth civilisation.


Atlantis


Ancient Earth civilisation.
   PLOT


Mouse and Ciaran, a hungry disreputable pair are travelling out of the city and contemplating heading for the territory of Bas the Immortal, with slaves, androids and beast-men to deal with.  They learn what Bas is - an ancient traveller from Earth-was around for Atlantis and Hyperborea-to this tenth planet, and why the androids are opposed to him. 


503.


Newhale : z setting - zz the queer ones - 4.0 


Newhale


A small Appalachian town, a county seat near Buckhorn Mountain.


504.


Hank Temple : z character - major - zz the queer ones - 4.0 


Newhale newspaper owner and alien discoverer.


505.


Doc Callendar : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the queer ones 


County Health Officer.


506.


Jim Bossert : 3.0 - zz the queer ones - z character - minor 


Young resident doctor at Newhale.


507.


Sally Tate : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the queer ones 


Mother of hybrid boy.


508.


Billy Tate : 3.0 - zz the queer ones - z character - minor 


Sally's son. 


509.


Mrs. Tate : 3.0 - zz the queer ones - z character - minor 


Sally's mother.


510.


Arnek-Bill Jones : 3.0 - zz the queer ones - z character - minor 


Boy's father. From Hrylliannu.


511.


Vadi : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the queer ones 


Alien girl Hank finds.  A chemist.  Disagrees with the others on violence.


512.


Ed Betts : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the queer ones 


Newhale county sheriff.


513.


Croft : 3.0 - zz the queer ones - z character - minor 


Newhale fire marshal.


514.


Jud : 3.0 - zz the queer ones - z character - minor 


Newhale electrician.


515.


Marlin : 3.0 - zz the queer ones - z character - minor 


An alien.


516.


Hyriallanu : z place - 3.0 - zz the queer ones 


Alien world.


517.


The Queer Ones - Leigh Brackett : present day - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 15000
   Percent of complex words : 5.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.2


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.7
   Flesch : 79.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.0


SETTING


Newhale


A small Appalachian town, a county seat near Buckhorn Mountain.
   CHARACTERS


Hank Temple


Newhale newspaper owner and alien discoverer.


Doc Callendar


County Health Officer.


Jim Bossert


Young resident doctor at Newhale.


Sally Tate


Mother of hybrid boy.


Billy Tate


Sally's son. 


Mrs. Tate


Sally's mother.


Arnek-Bill Jones


Boy's father. From Hrylliannu.


Vadi


Alien girl Hank finds.  A chemist.  Disagrees with the others on violence.


Ed Betts


Newhale county sheriff.


Croft


Newhale fire marshal.


Jud


Newhale electrician.


Marlin


An alien.


PLACES


Hyriallanu


Alien world.
   PLOT


Billy Tate is brought in to Doctor Callender by his mother, Sally, after he is beaten up.  They discover he is not human, and he and Henry Temple the local newspaper owner set out to investigate.


The aliens have a nice illegal immigration by spaceship setup going, and the hospital and Callender are destroyed to protect it.


Temple goes armed, and wants to find Sally Tate, meets an alien girl who gives him more of the story, and sees a ship leave, but the sheriff and other locals do not.  Sally is gone.


518.


Cornwall : z setting - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Michael Trehearne is discovered here by the Vardda, at a bonfire festival.


519.


Lyrdis : z setting - zz the starmen of lyrdis - 4.0 


"Llyrdis is our home world, the fourth planet of the star you call Aldebaran."


520.


Keregnac : z setting - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Small town in Cornwall, Varddan base.


521.


Silver Tower : z setting - 3.0 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Shairn's family home on Lyrdis.


522.


Hercules Cluster : z setting - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Trehearne's first trade mission and trouble is to here.


523.


Thuvis : z setting - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Varddan exile world.


524.


Michael Trehearne : z character - major - zz the starmen of lyrdis - 4.0 


An Earthman of Varddan descent. "Even," said Edri gently, "for a Vardda. Trehearne, we're alone in the galaxy. Generations ago our race was founded by a man named Orthis, whose system of controlled mutation made us what we are, the 
   Varddaâ��the Starmen. It's a difference, a condition of the flesh. With us there is no doubt. With youâ��your blood is mixed. But you're a throwback in every other way. The mutation may have bred true, also."


525.


Kerrel : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


An older Vardda man in Cornwall. A Council agent.


526.


Shairn : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


A Vardda woman in Cornwall.  Falls for Trehearne, and vice versa.  A conservative.


527.


Edri : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


A Vardda man in Cornwall, and Orthist.


528.


Joris : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Vardda on Lyrdis. Secret Orthist.


529.


Arrin : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


An Orthist leader, banished to Thuvis.


530.


Yann : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Radar crew on the Saaga. Kerrel's hired killer.


531.


Perri : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Low man in the generator room on the Saaga.


532.


Rohan : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Astrogation-Computer Technician, Second Class.


533.


Quorn : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Communications officer on the rescue ship.


534.


Weizsacker : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


An Earthman with a theory. He advanced the idea that most stars have planets. 


535.


Kurat : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


A hunter with dogs.


536.


Torin : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Boy who saves Trehearne, but stows away on the Saarga.


537.


Orthis : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Varddan rebel original, opposed Varddan monopoly control of spaceflight.


538.


Lankar : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


One of the last pursuers of Orthis.


539.


Ristin : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Varddan Councillor.


540.


Vardda : z race - zz the starmen of lyrdis - 4.0 


"I know it must have, but I don't believe it." Trehearne shook his head. "Of all the incredibleâ�¦ 
   What were you doing there, Edri? How can you come and go on Earth without anyone knowing? What are the Vardda, besidesâ��well, mutants?"
   "Trailers. Merchants. The most commercial race in the galaxy." Edri lifted the cover off a tray on a  small table by the bunk. "I brought your breakfast. Go ahead and eat while I gabble. How we come and go is fairly simple. We land at odd intervals, here and there in the waste spaces of which Earth has a number. We do our business, and after a while are picked up again. As I told you before, we're exceedingly careful, and the fact that hardly anyone on Earth would believe the truth if they were told it is a protection. Of course, trading in secret that way, we're limited in what we can take, and Earth exportsâ��the genuine articles and not mere copies â��command very high prices. You'd be 
   amazed at the value of French perfumes, Scotch whiskey, and American films on planets you never heard of."
   "Do you trade with them all in secret?"
   "Good Lord, no! Most worlds, even the very primitive ones, we can deal with quite openly. They might not like us, but they benefit enormously from our commerce."
   "Then why not Earth?"
   "Well," said Edri, "I don't like to offend your sensibilities as a native of the place, but Earth is a crazy planet. Oh, it's not the only one. There's a number of them scattered about, and we avoid open contact with all of them. You see, Trehearne, most worlds develop, or remain undeveloped, more or less homogeneously in the matter of civilization. I don't mean they're entirely peaceful, because they're not, but in the long run their populations are more predictable, more stable than on the Earth-type worlds that have grown up all out of joint. You know what I meanâ��on one side of the world atomic power, on the other the wooden plough and the blowgun. Too big a gap, and it makes trouble 
   all down the line. Now, a primitive society regards war as a sport and takes an honest pleasure in it. A society in a high state of culture regards it as something outgrown and obsolete as hunting game for food. Everybody knows where they are. But when you get a world with great big overlapping mobs of population, every one of them in a different stage of cultural development and every one of them subject to a constant bombardment of outside stimuli they can't assimilate, you have got a mixture that keeps exploding in all directions. We have a healthy desire not to get blown up, and besides, it's impossible to establish any profitable trade with a world continually torn by wars. 
   Soâ��does that answer your question?"
   "I take it," Trehearne said sourly, "that the Vardda don't think much of Earth."
   "It's a good world. It'll settle down some day. Nobody can fight forever. They either knock themselves back into barbarism again, or they grow up."


541.


Suumis : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


"See those black-skinned, hawk-nosed chaps with the bronze wings?"


542.


Zaard : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


"That little bluish fellow is a merchant-prince from Zaard, the outermost planet. See his diamond caste-mark?"


543.


Vardda Council : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Tasked with controlling Varddan bloodlines and rules.


544.


Orthist Party : z organisation - zz the starmen of lyrdis - 4.0 


Varddan opposition. "Long after Orthis disappeared, one of the life-skiffs of his ship was picked up in space. There was nothing in it but a message, painted in big letters on the walls. It was addressed to his enemies, and it said, 'You have not destroyed me. The peoples of the Galaxy will yet be given the freedom of the stars.' You understand? There was still hope, from the Orthist point of view."


545.


Hedarin : 3.5 - z organisation - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


"The lawgivers. The wise men. The speakers of the last word." Parapsychics of Saarga.


546.


Antares : z place - 3.0 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


A star.


547.


Fomalhaut : z place - 3.0 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


A star.


548.


Algol : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


A star.


549.


Omega Centauri : z place - 3.0 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


A bad trip.


550.


Saarga : z vehicle - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Joris' ship.


551.


Mirzim : z vehicle - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Ship taken to Thuvis for the rescue.


552.


Vardda Trade Laws : 3.0 - z media - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Manual of rules.


553.


Cosmotron : z technology - 3.5 - zz the starmen of lyrdis 


Varddan ship generator.


554.


The Starmen Of Lyrdis - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novel - interstellar 


Novel


Number of words : 60000
   Percent of complex words : 7.0
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.5
   Flesch : 75.3
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.6


SETTING


Cornwall


Michael Trehearne is discovered here by the Vardda, at a bonfire festival.


Lyrdis


"Llyrdis is our home world, the fourth planet of the star you call Aldebaran."


Silver Tower


Shairn's family home on Lyrdis.


Hercules Cluster


Trehearne's first trade mission and trouble is to here.


Keregnac


Small town in Cornwall, Varddan base.


Thuvis


Varddan exile world.


CHARACTERS


Michael Trehearne


An Earthman of Varddan descent. "Even," said Edri gently, "for a Vardda. Trehearne, we're alone in the galaxy. Generations ago our race was founded by a man named Orthis, whose system of controlled mutation made us what we are, the 
   Varddaâ��the Starmen. It's a difference, a condition of the flesh. With us there is no doubt. With youâ��your blood is mixed. But you're a throwback in every other way. The mutation may have bred true, also."
   Kerrel


An older Vardda man in Cornwall. A Council agent.


Shairn


A Vardda woman in Cornwall.  Falls for Trehearne, and vice versa.  A conservative.


Edri


A Vardda man in Cornwall, and Orthist.


Joris


Vardda on Lyrdis. Secret Orthist.


Arrin


An Orthist leader, banished to Thuvis.


Yann


Radar crew on the Saaga. Kerrel's hired killer.


Perri


Low man in the generator room on the Saaga.


Rohan


Astrogation-Computer Technician, Second Class.


Quorn


Communications officer on the rescue ship.


Weizsacker


An Earthman with a theory. He advanced the idea that most stars have planets. 


Kurat


A hunter with dogs.


Torin


Boy who saves Trehearne, but stows away on the Saarga.


Orthis


Varddan rebel original, opposed Varddan monopoly control of spaceflight.


Lankar


One of the last pursuers of Orthis.


Ristin


Varddan Councillor.
   RACES


Vardda


"I know it must have, but I don't believe it." Trehearne shook his head. "Of all the incredibleâ�¦ 
   What were you doing there, Edri? How can you come and go on Earth without anyone knowing? What are the Vardda, besidesâ��well, mutants?"
   "Trailers. Merchants. The most commercial race in the galaxy." Edri lifted the cover off a tray on a  small table by the bunk. "I brought your breakfast. Go ahead and eat while I gabble. How we come and go is fairly simple. We land at odd intervals, here and there in the waste spaces of which Earth has a number. We do our business, and after a while are picked up again. As I told you before, we're exceedingly careful, and the fact that hardly anyone on Earth would believe the truth if they were told it is a protection. Of course, trading in secret that way, we're limited in what we can take, and Earth exportsâ��the genuine articles and not mere copies â��command very high prices. You'd be 
   amazed at the value of French perfumes, Scotch whiskey, and American films on planets you never heard of."
   "Do you trade with them all in secret?"
   "Good Lord, no! Most worlds, even the very primitive ones, we can deal with quite openly. They might not like us, but they benefit enormously from our commerce."
   "Then why not Earth?"
   "Well," said Edri, "I don't like to offend your sensibilities as a native of the place, but Earth is a crazy planet. Oh, it's not the only one. There's a number of them scattered about, and we avoid open contact with all of them. You see, Trehearne, most worlds develop, or remain undeveloped, more or less homogeneously in the matter of civilization. I don't mean they're entirely peaceful, because they're not, but in the long run their populations are more predictable, more stable than on the Earth-type worlds that have grown up all out of joint. You know what I meanâ��on one side of the world atomic power, on the other the wooden plough and the blowgun. Too big a gap, and it makes trouble 
   all down the line. Now, a primitive society regards war as a sport and takes an honest pleasure in it. A society in a high state of culture regards it as something outgrown and obsolete as hunting game for food. Everybody knows where they are. But when you get a world with great big overlapping mobs of population, every one of them in a different stage of cultural development and every one of them subject to a constant bombardment of outside stimuli they can't assimilate, you have got a mixture that keeps exploding in all directions. We have a healthy desire not to get blown up, and besides, it's impossible to establish any profitable trade with a world continually torn by wars. 
   Soâ��does that answer your question?"
   "I take it," Trehearne said sourly, "that the Vardda don't think much of Earth."
   "It's a good world. It'll settle down some day. Nobody can fight forever. They either knock themselves back into barbarism again, or they grow up."
   Suumis


"See those black-skinned, hawk-nosed chaps with the bronze wings?"


Zaard


"That little bluish fellow is a merchant-prince from Zaard, the outermost planet. See his diamond caste-mark?"
   ORGANISATIONS


Vardda Council


Tasked with controlling Varddan bloodlines and rules.


Orthist Party


Varddan opposition. "Long after Orthis disappeared, one of the life-skiffs of his ship was picked up in space. There was nothing in it but a message, painted in big letters on the walls. It was addressed to his enemies, and it said, 'You have not destroyed me. The peoples of the Galaxy will yet be given the freedom of the stars.' You understand? There was still hope, from the Orthist point of view."


Hedarin


"The lawgivers. The wise men. The speakers of the last word." Parapsychics of Saarga.
   PLACES
   Antares


A star.


Fomalhaut


A star.


Algol


A star.


Omega Centauri


A bad trip.
   VEHICLES


Saarga


Joris' ship.


Mirzim


Ship taken to Thuvis for the rescue.
   MEDIA


Vardda Trade Laws


Manual of rules.
   TECHNOLOGY


Cosmotron


Varddan ship generator.


555.


Pennsylvania farmhouse : z setting - 3.5 - zz the truants 


"For eighty-three years it had stood in the green countryside where the shaggy Pennsylvania hills slope down to the meadows of Ohio."


556.


Hugh Sherwin : z character - major - zz the truants - 4.0 


Farmer.


557.


Lucy Sherwin : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the truants 


His wife.


558.


Jane Sherwin : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the truants 


Their small child daughter.  Tells her parents a story of angels.


559.


Sam Allerton : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the truants 


A neighbouring farmer.


560.


Richard Allerton : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the truants 


Sam's son. Off with Jane.


561.


Miss Harker : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the truants 


Schoolteacher.


562.


They : z race - 3.5 - zz the truants 


Alien children.


563.


Crystal : z technology - 3.0 - zz the truants 


Allows viewing of scenes from other worlds.


564.


The Truants - Leigh Brackett : present day - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 9000
   Percent of complex words : 5.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.1
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.3022
   Flesch : 81.4052
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.4050


SETTING


Pennsylvania farmhouse


"For eighty-three years it had stood in the green countryside where the shaggy Pennsylvania hills slope down to the meadows of Ohio."


CHARACTERS


Hugh Sherwin


Farmer.


Lucy Sherwin


His wife.


Jane Sherwin


Their small child daughter.  Tells her parents a story of angels.


Sam Allerton


A neighbouring farmer.


Richard Allerton


Sam's son. Off with Jane.


Miss Harker


Schoolteacher.
   RACES


They


Alien children.
   TECHNOLOGY


Crystal


Allows viewing of scenes from other worlds.
   PLOT


Two young Pennsylvania children come across some alien kids who have run away, and decide that emulating this to play with them will be fun.  When rounded up, the aliens disappear the schoolhouse they are in, so they can have some more fun with the kids.  Parents are freaked out about disappeared kids until they find out what has actually been going on.


565.


Matt Winslow : z character - major - zz the tweener - 4.0 


Husband and father, brother of Fred.


566.


Lucille Winslow : z character - supporting - zz the tweener - 3.5 


His wife.


567.


Josh Winslow : zz the tweener - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His son.


568.


Barbie Winslow : zz the tweener - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His daughter.


569.


Uncle Fred : z character - supporting - zz the tweener - 3.5 


Army man who has been on Mars.


570.


Tweener-John Carter : zz the tweener - z race - 4.0 


Uncle Fred brings one back to the Winslows: "On a mat of red sand and dry lichens a thing was crouching, a neat furry thing about the size of a big rabbit and not unlike one in outline, except that its ears were cup-shaped, and except that its coat was mottled in the exact rust red and greenish gray of the native sand and lichens."


571.


The Tweener - Leigh Brackett : z short story - 3.5 - near future 


Short Story


Number of words : 7000
   Percent of complex words : 5.1
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.2
   Flesch : 81.8
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.44


CHARACTERS


Matt Winslow


Husband and father, brother of Fred.


Lucille Winslow


His wife.


Josh Winslow


His son.


Barbie Winslow


His daughter.


Uncle Fred


Army man who has been on Mars.
   RACES


Tweener-John Carter


Uncle Fred brings one back to the Winslows: "On a mat of red sand and dry lichens a thing was crouching, a neat furry thing about the size of a big rabbit and not unlike one in outline, except that its ears were cup-shaped, and except that its coat was mottled in the exact rust red and greenish gray of the native sand and lichens."
   PLOT


Uncle Fred brings the Winslows back a Martian creature that is more than an animal.  Otherwise defenseless it has mental powers that can badly affect the human mind.  The kids think of it as a pet, and are sad when it has escaped, and the adults let them think that a dog actually got it.


572.


McQuarrie Place : z setting - zz the woman from altair - 4.0 


A large, old, expensive house.


573.


Rafe McQuarrie : z character - major - zz the woman from altair - 4.0 


The non-spacer brother. Their business manager.


574.


David McQuarrie : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the woman from altair 


Returning starship captain.


575.


Bet McQuarrie : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the woman from altair 


David and Rafe's kid sister.


576.


Ahrian : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the woman from altair 


David's alien wife, from Altair II.


577.


Miss Lewisham : 3.0 - zz the woman from altair - z character - minor 


David's fiancee.


578.


Marthe Walter : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the woman from altair 


Old school friend of Bet's.  Artist, and becomes Rafe's fiancee.


579.


Griffith : 3.0 - zz the woman from altair - z character - minor 


Another spacer.


580.


Pleiades : z place - 3.0 - zz the woman from altair 


Star constellation the Anson McQuarrie travelled to.


581.


Anson McQuarrie : z vehicle - 3.0 - zz the woman from altair 


The family starship.


582.


Buck : z animal - 3.5 - zz the woman from altair 


Rafe McQuarraie's large dog.


583.


Hazel : z animal - 3.5 - zz the woman from altair 


Bet's old mare.


584.


One-Making : z concept - 3.0 - zz the woman from altair 


Altair II marriage ritual.


585.


The Woman From Altair - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novelette - interstellar 


Novelette


Number of words : 12000
   Percent of complex words : 7.0
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.1
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.7
   Flesch : 76.6
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.6


SETTING


McQuarrie Place


A large, old, expensive house in the New York area.
   CHARACTERS
   Rafe McQuarrie


The non-spacer brother. Their business manager.


David McQuarrie


Returning starship captain.


Bet McQuarrie


David and Rafe's kid sister.


Ahrian


David's alien wife, from Altair II.


Miss Lewisham


David's fiancee.


Marthe Walter


Old school friend of Bet's.  Artist, and becomes Rafe's fiancee.


Griffith


Another spacer.
   PLACES


Pleiades


Star constellation the Anson McQuarrie travelled to.
   VEHICLES


Anson McQuarrie


The family starship.
   ANIMALS


Buck


Rafe McQuarraie's large dog.


Hazel


Bet's old mare.


CONCEPTS


One-Making


Altair II marriage ritual.
   PLOT


David McQuarrie comes back from an interstellar mission, surprising his fiancee by bringing an alien wife.  She moves into the household.  His brother Rafe is the protagonist, and soon after has his own fiancee, a woman from their school days who turns up at the homecoming.


Things turn strange as animals go crazy, killing their younger sister Bet, and almost claiming others.  Rafe and Marthe work out Ahrian has the ability to cause this to happen - telepathic talents enhanced by jewellery focuses she has been making as gifts. The pair decide to stop her, but have to deal with her husband and the reason why she has been attacking.


586.


Son : z character - major - zz child of the green light - 4.0 


A man able to live unsupported in space, changed by intersection of universes.


587.


Aona : z character - supporting - zz child of the green light - 3.5 


Woman from another universe.


588.


Ransome : z character - supporting - zz child of the green light - 3.5 


Leader of humans trying to save them.


589.


Dickson : z character - supporting - zz child of the green light - 3.5 


Physicist, killed in space.


590.


Arun : zz child of the green light - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Man from Tethys.


591.


Greenough : zz child of the green light - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Childlike gunnery officer.


592.


Teck : zz child of the green light - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A Martian man.


593.


The Light : z concept - zz child of the green light - 4.0 


""So it's part of another universe. Diluted by distance, its radiation speeds human metabolism, causing swift age. Concentrated, it changes the human organism into an alien metabolism, alien flesh.


"Slim almost made it through, but his peculiar chemical balance destroyed him. You must be in the same transition stage, but much slower, being passed by the changing of your basic vibratory rate into another space-time continuum."
   "


594.


The Veil : z concept - zz child of the green light - 3.5 


Darkness continuum, hiding the Beyond.


595.


The Cloud : z concept - zz child of the green light - 3.5 


Effect that is stopping the human race.


596.


Martian Drylands : z place - zz child of the green light - 3.0 


"men sometimes get what we call eshtâ��desert-fear"


597.


Elker drive : z technology - zz child of the green light - 3.0 


Starship propulsion.


598.


Child Of the Green Light - Leigh Brackett : z short story - solar system - 4.0 


Short Story


Number of words : 7000
   Percent of complex words : 6.1
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.5
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.2569
   Flesch : 81.9419
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.1898
   CHARACTERS


Son


A man able to live unsupported in space, changed by intersection of universes.


Aona


Woman from another universe.


Ransome


Leader of humans trying to save them.


Dickson


Physicist, killed in space.


Arun


Man from Tethys.


Greenough


Childlike gunnery officer.


Teck


A Martian.


CONCEPTS


The Light


""So it's part of another universe. Diluted by distance, its radiation speeds human metabolism, causing swift age. Concentrated, it changes the human organism into an alien metabolism, alien flesh.


"Slim almost made it through, but his peculiar chemical balance destroyed him. You must be in the same transition stage, but much slower, being passed by the changing of your basic vibratory rate into another space-time continuum."
   "


The Veil


Darkness continuum, hiding the Beyond.


The Cloud


Effect that is stopping the human race.
   PLACES


Martian Drylands


"men sometimes get what we call eshtâ��desert-fear"
   TECHNOLOGY


Elker drive


Starship propulsion.
   PLOT


A group of desperate men want to stop the phenomenon destroying the human race.  They encounter son, a man changed by contact between universes and see him as a possible miracle last hope.  The contact between them is deadly, however.


599.


Sark : z setting - zz no man's land in space - 4.0 


Outlaw asteroid used as a base by space pirates. Name means bitter in Martian.


600.


No Man's Land : z setting - 3.5 - zz no man's land in space 


Barren Sark waste.


601.


Ashi Geyser : z setting - 3.5 - zz no man's land in space 


Eruption in No Man's Land.


602.


Geoffrey Dana : z character - major - zz no man's land in space - 4.0 


Outlaw leader and builder of Sark community.


603.


Loren : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz no man's land in space 


A young Venusian pirate.


604.


Daddy Gibbs : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz no man's land in space 


Aging pirate.


605.


Faruk : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz no man's land in space 


Renegade Venusian scientist, creator of monsters.


606.


Varno : 3.0 - zz no man's land in space - z character - minor 


Terro-Venusian halfbreed.


607.


Thompson : 3.0 - zz no man's land in space - z character - minor 


Earthman found bloodless.


608.


Neta : 3.0 - zz no man's land in space - z character - minor 


Disappeared Venusian.


609.


Jordan Andrews : 3.0 - zz no man's land in space - z character - minor 


Chemical industrialist.


610.


Earth-Venus War : z concept - 3.5 - zz no man's land in space 


Interplanetary military conflict.


611.


Andrews Chemical Works : 3.0 - zz no man's land in space - z organisation 


Sark industrial plant.


612.


Interplanetary Control : 3.0 - zz no man's land in space - z organisation 


Not fans of pirates.


613.


Venusian High Command : 3.0 - zz no man's land in space - z organisation 


Leaders of the war effort.


614.


Lunar ape : z animal - zz no man's land in space - 4.0 


Result of Faruk's Moreauvian experiments.


615.


Needle gun : z weapon - zz no man's land in space - 4.0 


Weapon that can fire anaesthetic or poison darts.


616.


No Man's Land In Space - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novelette - solar system 


Novelette


Number of words : 9000
   Percent of complex words : 7.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.5
   Average words per sentence : 10.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.2
   Flesch : 73.3
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.6


SETTING


Sark


Outlaw asteroid used as a base by space pirates. Name means bitter in Martian.


No Man's Land


Barren Sark waste.


Ashi Geyser


Eruption in No Man's Land.
   CHARACTERS


Geoffrey Dana


Outlaw leader and builder of Sark community.


Loren


A young Venusian pirate.


Daddy Gibbs


Aging pirate.


Faruk


Renegade Venusian scientist, creator of monsters.


Varno


Terro-Venusian halfbreed.


Thompson


Earthman found bloodless.


Neta


Disappeared Venusian.


Jordan Andrews


Chemical industrialist.
   CONCEPTS


Earth-Venus War


Interplanetary military conflict.
   ORGANISATIONS


Andrews Chemical Works


Sark industrial plant.
   Interplanetary Control


Not fans of pirates.
   Venusian High Command


Leaders of the war effort.
   ANIMALS


Lunar ape


Result of Faruk's Moreauvian experiments.
   WEAPONS


Needle gun


Weapon that can fire anaesthetic or poison darts.
   PLOT


Earth and Venus are at war, and Mars is considering which way to jump.  On Sark, an asteroid outlaw base this is causing tensions between pirates from the various planets.  A problem for Dana, their leader.  More so when a young aide Loren bolts after several of Dana's men have been killed by being drained of blood, or just disappearing.


Loren has discovered ahead of Dana that mad scientist Faruk of Venus has come to Sark, seeking to create a super weapon to win the war.  This super weapon comes in the form of a hybrid monster, and Faruk wants to create more.


Dana, Loren and others on confrontation realise this is really a bad thing.  The fight though causes the asteroid to start breaking up.  The scientist is worth a lot of money, though, so Dana has to decide if he will actually make his first non self-centred act and kill him rather than save him.  He can't live on any planet because of his crimes.


617.


Chris MacVickers : z character - major - zz outpost on io - 4.0 


Terran Deep-space trader.


618.


Loris : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz outpost on io 


Venusian Guardsman.


619.


Pendleton : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz outpost on io 


Earthman, The Starfish.


620.


Janu : 3.5 - zz outpost on io - z character - minor 


Pendleton's Martian foreman.


621.


Birek : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz outpost on io 


Prisoner boss, starting to go jewel-like.


622.


Europans : z race - zz outpost on io - 4.0 


"His smooth black body had a dull sheen of red under the Jupiter-light. There was no back nor front to him, no face. Only the four long rubbery legs, the roundish body, and the tentacles in a waving crown above." 


623.


Venusian Guard : 3.0 - zz outpost on io - z organisation 


Military operation.


624.


Jovium : z technology - 3.5 - zz outpost on io 


Metal destroying mineral, probably a radioactive isotope.


625.


J-XI : z place - 3.0 - zz outpost on io 


Only other source of Jovium.


626.


Outpost On Io - Leigh Brackett : z short story - 3.5 - solar system 


Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 7.8
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.1
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.8
   Flesch : 76.9
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.8


CHARACTERS


Chris MacVickers


Terran Deep-space trader.


Loris


Venusian Guardsman.


Pendleton


Earthman, The Starfish.


Janu


Pendleton's Martian foreman.


Birek


Prisoner boss, starting to go jewel-like.
   RACES


Europans


"His smooth black body had a dull sheen of red under the Jupiter-light. There was no back nor front to him, no face. Only the four long rubbery legs, the roundish body, and the tentacles in a waving crown above." 
   ORGANISATIONS


Venusian Guard


Military operation.
   TECHNOLOGY


Jovium


Metal destroying mineral, probably a radioactive isotope.
   PLACES


J-XI


Only other source of Jovium.
   PLOT


MacVickers has been captured by the Jovians, and is put to work in a prison mine along with several other prisoners.  They are either worked to death or die due to transformation caused by the mineral Jovium they are mining.  Jovium allows the Jovians to destroy metal atomically from a distance, giving them a hard to combat superiority.


MacVickers isn't content with this lot, though, and would rather die fighting trying to escape, but has to overcome prison leader Birke first before he can lead a suicidal breakout attempt.


627.


Komar : The Dancing Girl Of Ganymede : z setting - zz the dancing girl of ganymede - 4.0 


"He shouldered his way toward the square where the Street of the Gamblers joins the Street of Maidens and the Street of Thieves."


628.


Quarter of the Sellers of Dreams : The Dancing Girl Of Ganymede : z setting - zz the dancing girl of ganymede - 3.5 


"Poetic name for a maze of filthy rat-runs stinking with the breath of nameless substances."


629.


Tony Harrah : 


A man on Ganymede looking to bet.


630.


Marith : 


A Wanderer and dancer.


631.


Tok the aboriginal : 


Harrah's servant.


632.


Kehlin : 


Marith's brother. 


633.


Inner Worlds : The Dancing Girl Of Ganymede : z concept - zz the dancing girl of ganymede - 3.0 


Solar System bodies closest to Earth.


634.


Wanderers : The Dancing Girl Of Ganymede : z race - zz the dancing girl of ganymede - 4.0 


"a sort of interplanetary gypsy, one of the vast worldless tribe of space who travel from planet to planet but are citizens of none. Their blood is a mixture of every race in the System capable of cross-breeding and they are outcaste below the lowest."  They are also limited telepaths and androids.


635.


The Dancing Girl Of Ganymede - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novelette - solar system 


Novelette


Number of words : 11000
   Percent of complex words : 5.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.2
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.7
   Flesch : 78.6
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.1


SETTING


Komar


"He shouldered his way toward the square where the Street of the Gamblers joins the Street of Maidens and the Street of Thieves."


Quarter of the Sellers of Dreams


"Poetic name for a maze of filthy rat-runs stinking with the breath of nameless substances."


CHARACTERS


Tony Harrah


A man on Ganymede looking to bet.


Marith


A Wanderer and dancer.


Tok the aboriginal


Harrah's servant.


Kehlin


Marith's brother. 


CONCEPTS


Inner Worlds


Solar System bodies closest to Earth.
   RACES


Wanderers


"a sort of interplanetary gypsy, one of the vast worldless tribe of space who travel from planet to planet but are citizens of none. Their blood is a mixture of every race in the System capable of cross-breeding and they are outcaste below the lowest."  They are also limited telepaths and androids.
   PLOT


Harrah finds Marith dancing, and when she gets into trouble moves to help.  Men are after her, and the others like her, the androids.  They are trained to hunt them down and take out Harrah.  Her brothers find her, and Harrah discovers the truth about who they are.  Escaped laborers who want to be free.  The local Ganymede aboriginals also fear them, leading to a fiery confrontation.


""Do you love me, Marith? Do you love me still after what I've done?"


She answered, "You have set me free."
   "


636.


California : z setting - zz the halfling - 4.0 


"It was something pretty special in the line of California sunsets, and it made me feel swell, being the first one I'd seen in about nine years. The pitch was in the flatlands between Culver City and Venice, and I could smell the sea."


637.


Jade Greene-John Damien Greene : z character - major - zz the halfling - 4.0 


Carnival proprietor.


638.


Laura Darrow : z character - major - zz the halfling - 4.0 


New dancer tryout and assassin, Callistan cat-person.


639.


Sindi : z character - supporting - zz the halfling - 3.5 


Martian carnival dancer from the Low Canals.


640.


Laska : zz the halfling - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Cat-man from Callisto.


641.


Tiny : zz the halfling - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Venusian deep-jungle man.


642.


Punk : zz the halfling - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Kid hired by Jade.  Actually an Immigration cop.


643.


Jade Greene's Interplanetary Carnival : zz the halfling - z organisation - 4.0 


"The Wonders of the Seven Worlds Alive Before Your Eyes." 


644.


Martian getak : z concept - zz the halfling - 3.0 


Carny game.


645.


Venusian shalil : z concept - zz the halfling - 3.0 


Carny game.


646.


Enhali's Primitive Venus : zz the halfling - 3.5 - z media 


Laura's tryout music.


647.


Venusian lizard-men : z race - zz the halfling - 3.0 


Reptilian people with sharp teeth and claws.


648.


Phobos moth-people : z race - zz the halfling - 3.0 


Small flyers.


649.


Spider-people : z race - zz the halfling - 3.0 


Sticky lasso spinners.


650.


Europans : z race - zz the halfling - 3.0 


A couple of Europans with wiry little bodies and a twenty-foot wing-spread were doing Immelmans over the geek top


651.


Venusian coffee : zz the halfling - 3.5 - z food 


Very strong stuff, caffeine-wise.


652.


Jitsi-beans : zz the halfling - 3.0 - z food 


Mercurian vegetable.


653.


Venusian fruit juice : zz the halfling - 3.0 - z food 


Squeeze 'em.


654.


Mercurian cave tiger : z animal - zz the halfling - 4.0 


A screaming feline, 20 feet long with eight legs and a barbed tail.


655.


Ionian quags : z animal - zz the halfling - 3.0 


Deep, rusty voiced cats.


656.


Martian sand-cat : z animal - zz the halfling - 3.0 


Desert feline.


657.


Venusian cat : z animal - zz the halfling - 3.0 


White tiger-like creature.


658.


The Halfling - Leigh Brackett : z novelette - solar system - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 10000
   Percent of complex words : 4.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 5.9
   Flesch : 81.1
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.6


SETTING


California


"It was something pretty special in the line of California sunsets, and it made me feel swell, being the first one I'd seen in about nine years. The pitch was in the flatlands between Culver City and Venice, and I could smell the sea."


CHARACTERS


Jade Greene-John Damien Greene


Carnival proprietor.


Laura Darrow


New dancer tryout and assassin, Callistan cat-person.


Sindi


Martian carnival dancer from the Low Canals.


Laska


Cat-man from Callisto.


Tiny


Venusian deep-jungle man.


Punk


Kid hired by Jade.  Actually an Immigration cop.
   ORGANISATIONS


Jade Greene's Interplanetary Carnival


"The Wonders of the Seven Worlds Alive Before Your Eyes." 
   CONCEPTS


Martian getak


Carny game.


Venusian shalil


Carny game.
   MEDIA


Enhali's Primitive Venus


Laura's tryout music.
   RACES


Venusian lizard-men


Reptilian people with sharp teeth and claws.


Phobos moth-people


Small flyers.


Spider-people


Sticky lasso spinners.


Europans


A couple of Europans with wiry little bodies and a twenty-foot wing-spread were doing Immelmans over the geek top
   FOOD


Venusian coffee


Very strong stuff, caffeine-wise.


Jitsi-beans


Mercurian vegetable.


Venusian fruit juice


Squeeze 'em.
   ANIMALS


Mercurian cave tiger


A screaming feline, 20 feet long with eight legs and a barbed tail.


Ionian quags


Deep, rusty voiced cats.


Martian sand-cat


Desert feline.


Venusian cat


White tiger-like creature.
   PLOT


A woman turns up at the carnival wanting to try out as a dancer.  She is amazing, so is hired.  Things go to hell as his cat-man goes crazy and dies, and his other dancer is killed.  When the punk kid he hired is also killed, he discovers Laura has slipped up and determines she is a killer - tracking down renegade Callistans.  She can influence feline animals, and sets a lot of beasts free, forcing Jade to start shooting anything catlike, including Laura.


659.


Wes Kirk : zz thralls of the endless night - z character - major - 4.0 


Angry young man.


660.


Captain's daughter : zz thralls of the endless night - z character - major - 4.0 


Young woman and daughter of the Ship master.


661.


Ma Kirk : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


The mother.


662.


Lil Kirk : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His sister.


663.


Pa Kirk : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His father.


664.


Captain : z character - supporting - zz thralls of the endless night - 3.5 


Master of The Ship.


665.


First Officer : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His second in command.


666.


Second Officer : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Next in the chain of command.


667.


Third Officer : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Officer Of the Day when Pa Kirk is killed.


668.


Jakk Randl : z character - supporting - zz thralls of the endless night - 3.5 


Rebel, friend of Wes.


669.


Wite : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Second son of the First Officer.


670.


Frank : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Han man, hunter.


671.


Russ : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Han man, hunter.


672.


Samel : z character - supporting - zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 


Pirut leader.


673.


Sada : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Pirut woman.


674.


Heat stone : zz thralls of the endless night - z technology - 4.0 


Mineral used for warmth.


675.


Hans : zz thralls of the endless night - z organisation - 4.0 


People living outside the ship.


676.


Piruts : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.5 - z organisation 


Other group of people living outside the ship.


677.


Shags : zz thralls of the endless night - z animal - 4.0 


"Five squat thick shapes with six legs; four powerful legs with claws and two 
   slender ones held in against the chest, armed with sucker discs for climbing. Five pairs of black eyes watching, hungry and infinitely patient. Five tucked bellies hurning under pale, shaggy hair."


678.


Treaty of Alliance : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.5 - z media 


"between the Sovereign Earth and the Union of Jovian Moons, providing for Earthly colonization and development of the said Moons, and mutual aid against Aggressor Worlds."


679.


Sucking-plant : zz thralls of the endless night - 3.5 - z plant 


Used as a painful disciplinary device.


680.


Thralls Of the Endless Night - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novelette - solar system 


Novelette


Number of words : 12000
   Percent of Complex Words : 3.9
   Average syllables per word : 1.3
   Average words per sentence : 9.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 5.4
   Flesch : 85.8
   Flesch-Kincaid : 3.7


CHARACTERS


Wes Kirk


Angry young man.


Captain's daughter


Young woman and daughter of the Ship master.


Ma Kirk


The mother.


Lil Kirk


His sister.


Pa Kirk


His father.


Captain


Master of The Ship.


First Officer


His second in command.


Second Officer


Next in the chain of command.


Third Officer


Officer Of the Day when Pa Kirk is killed.


Jakk Randl


Rebel, friend of Wes.


Wite


Second son of the First Officer.


Frank


Han man, hunter.


Russ


Han man, hunter.


Samel


Pirut leader.


Sada


Pirut woman.
   TECHNOLOGY


Heat stone


Mineral used for warmth.


Attoblast


Powerful explosives.
   ORGANISATIONS


Hans


People living outside the ship.


Piruts


Other group of people living outside the ship.
   ANIMALS


Shags


"Five squat thick shapes with six legs; four powerful legs with claws and two 
   slender ones held in against the chest, armed with sucker discs for climbing. Five pairs of black eyes watching, hungry and infinitely patient. Five tucked bellies hurning under pale, shaggy hair."
   MEDIA


Treaty of Alliance


"between the Sovereign Earth and the Union of Jovian Moons, providing for Earthly colonization and development of the said Moons, and mutual aid against Aggressor Worlds."
   PLANTS


Sucking-plant


Used as a painful disciplinary device.
   PLOT


An asteroid with a crashed Ship, and people huddled outside it as well, trying to keep warm with the few heat-stones that are left.  As do the Piruts, some distance off.  Both groups think the Ship dwellers are hoarding heat and technology.  The latter are aggressive enough to organise a ruse and attack, using Wes' father and hunters as diversionary beat.


Wes, fired up by his dead rebel friend gets violent, and is given to the sucking plant.  The captain's daughter frees him, and they end up being pursued by shags and captured by Pirut's.  Wes organised with them to raid the Ship.


They discover their suspicions are false, but the Ship does contain powerful explosives.  The people here are the remnants of a past conflict between a government and pirates in an interplanetary war. Unwittingly deployed, the explosives do heat up the place.


681.


Mel 'Duke' Gray : z character - major - zz a world is born - 4.0 


28 year old war veteran and prisoner.


682.


Tom Ward : z character - supporting - zz a world is born - 3.5 


Fellow project worker. 


683.


John Moulton : zz a world is born - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Architect of prison on Mercury and the Moulton Project.


684.


Jill Moulton : z character - supporting - zz a world is born - 3.5 


His daughter, a project leader.


685.


Dio : z character - supporting - zz a world is born - 3.5 


Martian prisoner.


686.


Caron of Mars : z character - supporting - zz a world is born - 3.5 


Chairman of the IPA


687.


Interstellar Police : zz a world is born - 3.0 - z organisation 


Chasers of Mel Gray.


688.


Moulton Project : zz a world is born - z organisation - 4.0 


Involved with work on Mercury.


689.


Interplanetary Prison Authority : zz a world is born - 3.0 - z organisation 


Also called the IPA.


690.


Second Interplanetary War : z concept - zz a world is born - 3.0 


Yet another outbreak.


691.


League of Worlds : zz a world is born - 3.0 - z organisation 


Political body, interplanetary.


692.


Fire-things : z animal - zz a world is born - 3.5 


Like to consume lightning.


693.


Eros prison blocks : z setting - zz a world is born - 4.0 


On Mercury, part of the Moulton project.


694.


Darkside : z setting - zz a world is born - 3.0 


Permanent cold side of Mercury.


695.


Sunside : z setting - zz a world is born - 3.0 


Permanent hot side of Mercury.


696.


Twilight Belt : z setting - zz a world is born - 3.5 


The zone in-between.


697.


A World Is Born - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novelette - mercury 


Novelette


Number of words : 8000
   Percent of complex words : 6.6
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.5
   Flesch : 77.3
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.9


SETTING 


Eros prison blocks


On Mercury, part of the Moulton project.


Darkside


Permanent cold side of Mercury.


Sunside


Permanent hot side of Mercury.


Twilight Belt


The zone in-between.
   CHARACTERS


Mel 'Duke' Gray


28 year old war veteran and prisoner.


Tom Ward


Fellow project worker. 


John Moulton


Architect of prison on Mercury and the Moulton Project.


Jill Moulton


His daughter, a project leader.


Dio


Martian prisoner.


Caron of Mars


Chairman of the IPA
   ORGANISATIONS


Interstellar Police


Chasers of Mel Gray.


Moulton Project


Involved with work on Mercury.


Interplanetary Prison Authority


Also called the IPA.


League of Worlds


Political body, interplanetary.
   CONCEPTS


Second Interplanetary War


Yet another outbreak.
   ANIMALS


Fire-things


Like to consume lightning.
   PLOT


Mel Gray, an ex-criminal and soldier is forced to work as a laborer on Mercury for the Moulton Project.  The Moultons want to make Mercury a productive planet, but have a Martian rival in Caron who would rather see it destroyed.


Gray arranges to escape, but comes into conflict with Caron and also has Jill Moulton along.  Rather taken with her he decides that he is willing to help her fight for Mercury.


698.


Jovian Gulf : z setting - zz cube from space - 3.5 


Non-travelled area of space.


699.


Mercury : z setting - zz cube from space - 4.0 


Where the aliens land, it is being cautiously worked.


700.


Red : z character - major - zz cube from space - 4.0 


A hijacker, pirate, and all around dodgy customer.


701.


Korah : z character - supporting - zz cube from space - 3.5 


Alien traveller in the Cube, from another star.


702.


Wick : zz cube from space - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Broke Red's nose with a spanner.


703.


Saran : zz cube from space - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Another Rakshi.


704.


Crom : z character - supporting - zz cube from space - 3.5 


Warrior of Yf, opponent of the Rakshi.


705.


Markham Chandler : z character - supporting - zz cube from space - 3.5 


Runner of outpost on Mercury.


706.


Jat : zz cube from space - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Chandler's Martian enforcer.


707.


Hildegarde Smith : z character - supporting - zz cube from space - 3.5 


A farmer's daughter.


708.


Triangle : zz cube from space - 3.0 - z organisation 


The Inner Worlds.


709.


Spaceguard : zz cube from space - 3.0 - z organisation 


Police body. Job is to catch people like Red.


710.


Venusian spider-silk : zz cube from space - z technology - 3.0 


Used for clothing.


711.


Temple of the Flame : zz cube from space - z technology - 3.5 


Alien stasis transport chamber and power supply.


712.


Blaster : zz cube from space - z technology - 3.5 


Energy pistol.


713.


Rakshi : z race - zz cube from space - 4.0 


Korah's people. "There were shoulders, narrow but powerful, and long wiry arms ending in strong, slender hands with seven fingers. There was a head, magnificently domed, and a face that was rather too small, though the features were beautiful and cut with uncompromising strength. Crowning that splendid skull was a crest of something soft and feathery that shimmered iridescently. 
   The whole creature glowed with a faint, pulsing phosphorescence.
   The eyes that watched Red were long and opalescent, slightly tilted. They burned with little flickering points of fire. ... The creature laughed. Its teeth were pointed like a cat's and its tongue was blue.
   "


714.


Yf : z race - zz cube from space - 3.0 


Crom's people


715.


Circe : z place - zz cube from space - 3.0 


The Pleasure World.


716.


Treasure City of Mars : z place - zz cube from space - 3.0 


A good place to plunder for aliens.


717.


Cube From Space - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novelette - mercury 


Novelette


Number of words : 12000
   Percent of complex words : 5.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.7
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.0
   Flesch : 81.6
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.3


SETTING


Jovian Gulf


Non-travelled area of space.


Mercury 


Where the aliens land, it is being cautiously worked.


CHARACTERS


Red


A hijacker, pirate, and all around dodgy customer.


Korah


Alien traveller in the Cube, from another star.


Wick


Broke Red's nose with a spanner.


Saran


Another Rakshi.


Crom


Warrior of Yf, opponent of the Rakshi.


Markham Chandler


Runner of outpost on Mercury.


Jat


Chandler's Martian enforcer.


Hildegarde Smith


A farmer's daughter.
   ORGANISATIONS


Triangle


The Inner Worlds.


Spaceguard


Police body. Job is to catch people like Red.
   TECHNOLOGY


Venusian spider-silk


Used for clothing.


Temple of the Flame


Alien stasis transport chamber and power supply.


Blaster


Energy pistol.
   RACES


Rakshi


Korah's people. "There were shoulders, narrow but powerful, and long wiry arms ending in strong, slender hands with seven fingers. There was a head, magnificently domed, and a face that was rather too small, though the features were beautiful and cut with uncompromising strength. Crowning that splendid skull was a crest of something soft and feathery that shimmered iridescently. 
   The whole creature glowed with a faint, pulsing phosphorescence.
   The eyes that watched Red were long and opalescent, slightly tilted. They burned with little flickering points of fire. ... The creature laughed. Its teeth were pointed like a cat's and its tongue was blue.
   "


Yf


Crom's people
   PLACES


Circe


The Pleasure World.


Treasure City of Mars


A good place to plunder for aliens.
   PLOT


The disreputable Red is in trouble in space when he is picked up by aliens.  They decide to go to Mercury, to take the world.  On board is a prisoner, Crom, from another alien race--enemies of the Rakshi.


On Mercury Red falls in with the locals, including their leader Chandler and finally agrees to help oppose the aliens, and frees Crom to attack them with his specialist sword weapon.


718.


Caves : z setting - zz shannach--the last - 4.0 


In Mercury's Twilight Belt.


719.


Solar City : z setting - zz shannach--the last - 3.0 


On Mercury.


720.


Trevor : z character - major - zz shannach--the last - 4.0 


Downed on Mercury.


721.


Jen : z character - supporting - zz shannach--the last - 3.5 


Escaped slave.


722.


Galt : zz shannach--the last - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Korin hunt leader.


723.


Hugh : zz shannach--the last - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Taken escaped slave.


724.


Saul : zz shannach--the last - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Slave man.


725.


Shannach : z character - supporting - zz shannach--the last - 3.5 


An alien, last of his group.  A silicon based lifeform and as such very long-lived.


726.


Sun-stone : zz shannach--the last - z technology - 4.0 


Used in electronics, and for the Korins to control the hawk-lizards.  Very valuable.


727.


Hawk-lizard : z animal - zz shannach--the last - 4.0 


Jet black except for a saffron belly.


728.


Crested beasts : z animal - zz shannach--the last - 3.5 


"The beasts they rode were taller and slighter than horses. They were not hoofed, but clawed. They had narrow, vicious-looking heads with spiny crests that stood up erect and arrogant."


729.


Korins : zz shannach--the last - z organisation - 4.0 


The Lords of Korith, descended from convicts.


730.


Shannach the Last - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novella - mercury 


Novella


Number of words : 20000
   Percent of complex words : 5.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.10
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.0
   Flesch : 78.3
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.3


SETTING


Caves


In Mercury's Twilight Belt.


Solar City


On Mercury.


CHARACTERS


Trevor


Downed on Mercury.


Jen


Escaped slave.


Galt


Korin hunt leader.


Hugh


Taken escaped slave.


Saul


Slave man.


Shannach


An alien, last of his group.  A silicon based lifeform and as such very long-lived.
   TECHNOLOGY


Sun-stone


Used in electronics, and for the Korins to control the hawk-lizards.  Very valuable.
   ANIMALS


Hawk-lizard


Jet black except for a saffron belly.


Crested beasts


"The beasts they rode were taller and slighter than horses. They were not hoofed, but clawed. They had narrow, vicious-looking heads with spiny crests that stood up erect and arrogant."
   ORGANISATIONS


Korins


The Lords of Korith, descended from convicts.
   PLOT


A man downed on Mercury stumbles into an air-filled pocket of habitability on Mercury, where he finds hawk-lizards flying and hunting a woman.  He goes to her aid and finds she is an escaped slave, from the Korins.


The Korins in turn are controlled by an alien, Shannach - and he has used the sunstones to help the Korins control the animals and rule the slaves for him.


The slaves resist, but Trevor is captured and made to work on the shat that brought the humans here.  Trevor fights, and finds a way to get outside help for himself and the rest.


731.


Sila : z setting - 3.5 - zz the demons of darkside 


"Town buried on the edge of Venus' eastern swamp belt."


732.


Darkside : z setting - zz the demons of darkside - 4.0 


Permanent sunless hemisphere of Mercury.


733.


Barry Garth : z character - major - zz the demons of darkside - 4.0 


Lover of Alice Webster.  Crack pilot.


734.


Alice Webster : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the demons of darkside 


Heiress given the death penalty for murdering her uncle.


735.


Wilsey Stevens : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the demons of darkside 


Chief prosecution evidence and third-vice president of Mercurian Metals.


736.


Gavin Webster : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the demons of darkside 


Mercurian Metals tycoon, dead.


737.


'Black' Sandy MacDougal : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the demons of darkside 


The Scot. Owner of said ship. Ex-pilot who crashed on Mercury.


738.


Brent : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the demons of darkside 


Friend of MacDougal.


739.


Akal : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the demons of darkside 


Brent's Martian henchman.


740.


Interplanetary Court : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the demons of darkside 


Justice may be served.


741.


Mercurian Metals : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the demons of darkside 


Corporation run by Gavin Webster, when alive.


742.


Scotia Salvage Co : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the demons of darkside 


Wherefrom Garth nicks a ship to go to Mercury.


743.


Interplanetary Mails : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the demons of darkside 


Former employer of MacDougal.


744.


Yttrium : z technology - 3.0 - zz the demons of darkside 


Rare metal, popular for smuggling.


745.


Hermes : z vehicle - 3.0 - zz the demons of darkside 


Stevens' ship.


746.


Bruce : z vehicle - zz the demons of darkside - 4.0 


Said purloined ship of MacDougal's.


747.


Venusian whiskey : 3.0 - zz the demons of darkside - z food 


Pungent stuff.


748.


Crystals : z race - zz the demons of darkside - 4.0 


Lifeforms on Mercury that unwittingly drive people crazy: "We build up thought impulses by simple oscillation of our facets," the voice explained. "During this exchange of vibrations, energy is liberated in the form of light. When all of us oscillate to the same frequency, we have quite a powerful output. Solar radiations destroy our thoughts by introducing counter-vibrations. That's why we're powerful only in the screening shadow of this planet."


749.


The Demons Of Darkside - Leigh Brackett : z short story - mercury - 4.0 


Short Story


Number of words : 7000
   Percent of complex words : 7.8
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.9
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.1
   Flesch : 75.3
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.2


SETTING


Sila


"Town buried on the edge of Venus' eastern swamp belt."


Darkside


Permanent sunless hemisphere of Mercury.
   CHARACTERS


Barry Garth


Lover of Alice Webster.  Crack pilot.


Alice Webster


Heiress given the death penalty for murdering her uncle.


Wilsey Stevens


Chief prosecution evidence and third-vice president of Mercurian Metals.


Gavin Webster


Mercurian Metals tycoon, dead.


'Black' Sandy MacDougal


The Scot. Owner of said ship. Ex-pilot who crashed on Mercury.


Brent


Friend of MacDougal.


Akal


Brent's Martian henchman.
   ORGANISATIONS


Interplanetary Court


Justice may be served.


Mercurian Metals


Corporation run by Gavin Webster, when alive.


Scotia Salvage Co


Wherefrom Garth nicks a ship to go to Mercury.


Interplanetary Mails


Former employer of MacDougal.
   TECHNOLOGY


Yttrium


Rare metal, popular for smuggling.
   VEHICLES


Hermes


Stevens' ship.


Bruce


Said purloined ship of MacDougal's.
   FOOD


Venusian whiskey


Pungent stuff.
   RACES


Crystals


Lifeforms on Mercury that unwittingly drive people crazy: "We build up thought impulses by simple oscillation of our facets," the voice explained. "During this exchange of vibrations, energy is liberated in the form of light. When all of us oscillate to the same frequency, we have quite a powerful output. Solar radiations destroy our thoughts by introducing counter-vibrations. That's why we're powerful only in the screening shadow of this planet."


PLOT


Barry Garth is drinking in a dive on Venus when news that his girlfriend's appeal on a murder charge has failed and she will be executed.  He decides to make a mad run for Mercury because the chief prosecution witness has crashed there and he smells a rat.


So he steals a ship, hijacks its owner and heads for the planet, where he does find a rat, plus the lifeforms responsible for people going crazy on the Darkside. 


750.


Kahora : z setting - zz alpha centauri or die - 3.5 


Martian Trade City.


751.


Alpha Centauri : z setting - zz alpha centauri or die - 4.0 


Destination for those not liking the restrictions


752.


Phil Kirby : z character - major - zz alpha centauri or die - 4.0 


A widower, now with a Martian.  Head escapee.


753.


Wilson : z character - supporting - zz alpha centauri or die - 3.5 


Sally's husband and Kirby's co-conspirator.


754.


Harry March : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.5 - z character - minor 


Brother-in-law of Kirby, Divisional superintendent and his boss.  A government man.


755.


Shari : z character - major - zz alpha centauri or die - 4.0 


Kirby's partner, she is Martian.  Minor telepath.


756.


Hockley : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Fellow escapee.


757.


Pop Barstow : z character - supporting - zz alpha centauri or die - 3.5 


Fellow escapee, experienced.


758.


Sally Wilson : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Objector to leaving.


759.


Joe Zimmerman : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Passenger.


760.


Joe Marapese : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Young man acts as co-pilot in the escape.


761.


Krejewski : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ship builder.


762.


Mrs Krejewski : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His wife.


763.


Weiss : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Junior assistant in the Cybernetic Division


764.


Fenner : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z character - minor 


The radioman.


765.


R-Ships : zz alpha centauri or die - z vehicle - 3.0 


Ships flown without humans.


766.


R-40 : zz alpha centauri or die - z vehicle - 3.0 


Heavy freighters.


767.


R-10 : zz alpha centauri or die - z vehicle - 3.0 


Mixed carriers.


768.


R-3 : zz alpha centauri or die - z vehicle - 3.0 


Planetary patrol ships.


769.


Lucy B. Davenport : zz alpha centauri or die - z vehicle - 4.0 


The ship Kirby and the others escape in.


770.


RSS-1 : zz alpha centauri or die - z vehicle - 3.5 


A probe.


771.


Pax Terrae : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z organisation 


Government organisation.


772.


Kahora Post : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z organisation 


Mail company, interplanetary, no longer operating.


773.


Trade Stabilization : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z media 


Legislative act.


774.


Population Stabilization : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z media 


Legislative act.


775.


Crop Stabilization : zz alpha centauri or die - 3.0 - z media 


Legislative act.


776.


King City : zz alpha centauri or die - z place - 3.5 


Ancient Martian area. 


777.


High Martian : zz alpha centauri or die - z concept - 3.5 


A language.


778.


Low Martian : zz alpha centauri or die - z concept - 3.5 


A language.


779.


Espees : z animal - zz alpha centauri or die - 4.0 


Animals with teleportation abilities: "They can shift atoms," Shari said. "They can hold the unstable ones so that there is no emission of particles. In fact, they have complete mental control over matter, and they can do all these things 
   singly or as a group with enormous potential. And in this way they feed themselves and repel their enemies and keep their wallows at just the right temperature, all without the slightest effort. It isn't fair! Men have labored so hard for thousands of years to learn just a little of what these creatures are born with but never understand!"


780.


Alpha Centauri Or Die! - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z novel - interstellar 


Novel


Number of words : 40000
   Percent of complex words : 7.0
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.0
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.2059
   Flesch : 76.7072
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.2864


 : Alpha Centauri Or Die - Leigh Brackett


SETTING


Kahora


Martian Trade City.


Alpha Centauri


Destination for those not liking the restrictions


CHARACTERS


Phil Kirby


A widower, now with a Martian.  Head escapee.


Wilson


Sally's husband and Kirby's co-conspirator.


Harry March


Brother-in-law of Kirby, Divisional superintendent and his boss.  A government man.


Shari


Kirby's partner, she is Martian.  Minor telepath.


Hockley


Fellow escapee.


Pop Barstow


Fellow escapee, experienced.


Sally Wilson


Objector to leaving.


Joe Zimmerman


Passenger.


Joe Marapese


Young man acts as co-pilot in the escape.


Krejewski


Ship builder.


Mrs Krejewski


His wife.


Weiss


Junior assistant in the Cybernetic Division


Fenner


The radioman.


VEHICLES


R-Ships


Ships flown without humans.


R-40


Heavy freighters.


R-10


Mixed carriers.


R-3


Planetary patrol ships.


Lucy B. Davenport


The ship Kirby and the others escape in.
   TECHNOLOGY


RSS-1


A probe.
   ORGANISATIONS


Pax Terrae


Government organisation.


MEDIA


Trade Stabilization


Legislative act.


Population Stabilization


Legislative act.


Crop Stabilization


Legislative act.


PLACES


King City


Ancient Martian area. 
   CONCEPTS


High Martian


A language.


Low Martian


A language.
   ANIMALS


Espees


Animals with teleportation abilities: "They can shift atoms," Shari said. "They can hold the unstable ones so that there is no emission of particles. In fact, they have complete mental control over matter, and they can do all these things 
   singly or as a group with enormous potential. And in this way they feed themselves and repel their enemies and keep their wallows at just the right temperature, all without the slightest effort. It isn't fair! Men have labored so hard for thousands of years to learn just a little of what these creatures are born with but never understand!"


PLOT


Phil Kirby and other are sick of not being allowed to space travel, and decide to do something about it by taking a ship and leaving, even if it means taking some people against their will.  It is a several year voyage to Alpha Centauri, and even then the robot ships may be able to find them.  What they did not bank on was finding native lifeforms with immense mental powers.


781.


Vhia : z setting - zz interplanetary reporter - 4.0 


Trade City of Venus.


782.


Chris Barton : z character - major - zz interplanetary reporter - 4.0 


Ex I.P. Reporter on Venus.


783.


John Sanger : 3.0 - zz interplanetary reporter - z character - minor 


Head of I.P. on Venus.


784.


Bobby Lancer : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz interplanetary reporter 


Another reporter.


785.


Kei Volhan : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz interplanetary reporter 


Socialite adventuress of Vhia.


786.


I.P. : 3.5 - z organisation - zz interplanetary reporter 


Interplanetary Press.


787.


Venusian Space Committee : 3.0 - zz interplanetary reporter - z character - minor 


Regulate spaceflight.


788.


Stellar Queen : z vehicle - 3.0 - zz interplanetary reporter 


Liner coming to Venus.


789.


Fitts-Sothern : z vehicle - zz interplanetary reporter - 4.0 


Type of small ship.


790.


Martian World War : z concept - 3.0 - zz interplanetary reporter 


Conflict in 2504.


791.


Jovian Mandate : z concept - 3.5 - zz interplanetary reporter 


Allocates territory to Jupiter, including water-rich asteroids.


792.


Atomic heat ray : z weapon - zz interplanetary reporter - 4.0 


Ship weapon.


793.


Dark Invasion : z concept - 3.0 - zz interplanetary reporter 


Conflict on Earth.


794.


Interplanetary Reporter - Leigh Brackett : venus - z short story - 3.5 


Short Story


Number of words : 7000
   Percent of complex words : 7.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.5
   Average words per sentence : 9.9
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.1
   Flesch : 74.1
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.4


SETTING


Vhia


Trade City of Venus.


CHARACTERS


Chris Barton


Ex I.P. Reporter on Venus.


John Sanger


Head of I.P. on Venus.


Bobby Lancer


Another reporter.


Kei Volhan


Socialite adventuress of Vhia.
   ORGANISATIONS


I.P.


Interplanetary Press.


Venusian Space Committee


Regulate spaceflight.
   VEHICLES


Stellar Queen


Liner coming to Venus.


Fitts-Sothern


Type of small ship.
   CONCEPTS


Martian World War


Conflict in 2504.


Jovian Mandate


Allocates territory to Jupiter, including water-rich asteroids.


Dark Invasion


Conflict on Earth.
   TECHNOLOGY


Atomic heat ray


Ship weapon.
   PLOT


Chris Barton is a disillusioned journalist, sick of the media and war, especially when he finds out that a dodgy deal between Mars and Jupiter over water in an interplanetary war. This will see Vhia annihilated in a sneak bombing attack designed to lay blame elsewhere.


Coming across a glamorous adventuress and teaming up with a still employed IP reporter they fly out in opposition to try and stop it and get the story out.


795.


Mountains Of White Cloud : z setting - zz lorelei of the red mist - 4.0 


Dangerous Venusian geography to flee over.


796.


Crom Dhu : z setting - zz lorelei of the red mist - 4.0 


Faolan's city, under siege by Rann's forces.


797.


Falga : z setting - zz lorelei of the red mist - 4.0 


Site of Conan's treachery, a cliff citadel.


798.


Red Sea : z setting - zz lorelei of the red mist - 4.0 


Home of the sea shepherds, and the Source Life, a strange energy source, good for recharging dead men armies.


799.


Hugh Starke : z character - major - zz lorelei of the red mist - 4.0 


Criminal on the run, ends up in another body and a war.


800.


Rann : z character - major - zz lorelei of the red mist - 4.0 


Cruel, pale green haired ruler in ancient Venus.  She has plans for Starke.


801.


Beudag : z character - major - zz lorelei of the red mist - 4.0 


Outland Rover ruler and general, she is an opposer of Rann. Sister of Faolan.  Name means Dagger-in-the-Sheath.


802.


Romna : z character - supporting - zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 


Servant of Faolan.


803.


Faolan of the Ships : z character - supporting - zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.5 


Ruler of the Outland Rovers, now blind.


804.


Conan : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ex-lover of Beudag and traitor.  Starke now inhabits his body.


805.


Geil : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


806.


Clev : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


807.


Mannt : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


808.


Bron : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


809.


Aesur : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


810.


Tlan : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


811.


Linnl : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A sea-shepherd who gives Starke a suggestion.


812.


Terro-Venus Mines Incorporated Special Police : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z organisation 


Pursuers of Hugh Starke.


813.


Outland Rovers : zz lorelei of the red mist - z organisation - 4.0 


Faolan and Beudag's people.


814.


Kallman : zz lorelei of the red mist - z vehicle - 3.5 


Starke's ship.


815.


High Venusian : zz lorelei of the red mist - z concept - 3.0 


A language.


816.


Golden hounds : z animal - zz lorelei of the red mist - 4.0 


"Their eyes were huge, jewel-like in their slim sharp faces. They possessed four members that might have been legs and arms, retracted now against their narrowing bodies. Golden membranes spread wing-like from head to flank, and they moved like wings, balancing expertly the thrust of the flat, powerful tails.
   "


817.


Flame birds : z animal - zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 


Found in the mountains near Falga.


818.


Sea-shepherds : zz lorelei of the red mist - z race - 3.5 


Undersea dwellers, webbed fingers and all.


819.


Jekkaran Low Canals : z place - zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 


An area and city on Mars.


820.


The Belt : zz lorelei of the red mist - 3.0 - z character - minor 


The asteroid grouping in the Solar System.


821.


Lorelei Of the Red Mist - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - venus - z novella 


Novella


Number of words : 22000
   Percent of complex words : 5.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 5.9
   Flesch : 80.5
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.4
   SETTING


Mountains Of White Cloud


Dangerous Venusian geography to flee over.


Crom Dhu


Faolan's city, under siege by Rann's forces.


Falga


Site of Conan's treachery, a cliff citadel.


Red Sea


Home of the sea shepherds, and the Source Life, a strange energy source, good for recharging dead men armies.


CHARACTERS


Hugh Starke


Criminal on the run, ends up in another body and a war.


Rann


Cruel, pale green haired ruler in ancient Venus.  She has plans for Starke.


Beudag


Outland Rover ruler and general, she is an opposer of Rann. Sister of Faolan.  Name means Dagger-in-the-Sheath


Romna


Servant of Faolan.


Faolan of the Ships


Ruler of the Outland Rovers, now blind.


Conan


Ex-lover of Beudag and traitor.  Starke now inhabits his body.


Geil


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


Clev


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


Mannt


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


Bron


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


Aesur


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


Tlan


A dead man under the sea, betrayed by Conan.


Linnl


A sea-shepherd who gives Starke a suggestion.
   ORGANISATIONS


Terro-Venus Mines Incorporated Special Police


Pursuers of Hugh Starke.


Outland Rovers


Faolan and Beudag's people.
   VEHICLES


Kallman


Starke's ship.
   CONCEPTS


High Venusian


A language.


ANIMALS


Golden hounds


"Their eyes were huge, jewel-like in their slim sharp faces. They possessed four members that might have been legs and arms, retracted now against their narrowing bodies. Golden membranes spread wing-like from head to flank, and they moved like wings, balancing expertly the thrust of the flat, powerful tails.
   "


Flame birds


Found in the mountains near Falga.


RACES


Sea-shepherds


Undersea dwellers, webbed fingers and all.
   PLACES


Jekkaran Low Canals


An area and city on Mars.


The Belt


The asteroid grouping in the Solar System.
   PLOT


Hugh Starke is a criminal on the run, pursued by corporate police as he escapes with the loot.  In desperation he flees in his ship over a dangerous mountain range, and blacks out.


He awakens in the clutches of Rann, a woman who has the power to transfer his mind into another body, to use as her agent against the Outland Rovers.  When in the Rover citadel of Crom Dhu he is treated badly, as he is in the body of Conan, Beudag's ex-lover and a traitor who led them into a naval ambush. This has led to the situation they are in now, under siege. Faolan is blind, and Beudag has been leading the defense.


Starke manages to convince them he is not Conan, but Rann's mental hold on him is still strong, as he tries to resist it.  This leads to Beudag's capture amd use as a hostage. Starke heads under the Red Sea, looking for help against Rann.  Which he finds in an army of betrayed dead men, and the sea-shepherd's Source. Time for some payback.


822.


Los Angeles : z setting - zz runaway - 4.0 


Anthony Reid lives here with his family and unhappily works as an accountant.


823.


Venus : z setting - zz runaway - 4.0 


Reid chucks it all in and heads for another planet.


824.


Anthony Reid-Joseph Rucker : z character - major - zz runaway - 4.0 


Accountant that decides to bail out and go to Venus.


825.


Tony Reid : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His son.


826.


Phyllis Reid : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His daughter.


827.


Fern Reid : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His wife.


828.


Mr Jennings : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Boss of Jennings Accounting Services.


829.


George Grosset : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Friend of Reid's in Los Angeles.


830.


Bill Stocker : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Fellow employee.


831.


Dr Eckworth : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


His psychiatrist.


832.


Crider : z character - supporting - zz runaway - 3.5 


Runs a criminal labor operation on Venus.


833.


Holfern : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Worker on Venus.


834.


Linson : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Worker on Venus.


835.


Everett : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Worker on Venus.


836.


Dr Hinojosa : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


State shrink.


837.


Mr Horst : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Immigration officer.


838.


Dr. Buerhle : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Madhouse resident doctor.


839.


Mr. Haggerty : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Fellow inmate.


840.


Perez : zz runaway - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Fellow inmate.


841.


Jennings Accounting Services : zz runaway - 3.5 - z organisation 


Reid's employer.


842.


Anglo-Martian Enterprises : zz runaway - 3.0 - z organisation 


A company account.


843.


Crider Mining Company : zz runaway - z organisation - 4.0 


A standover merchant.


844.


Plastibrik : z technology - zz runaway - 3.0 


Building materials.


845.


Solaray : z technology - zz runaway - 3.0 


Building materials, glass.


846.


Runaway - Leigh Brackett : venus - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 15000
   Percent of complex words : 9.0
   Average syllables per word : 1.5
   Average words per sentence : 10.5
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.8
   Flesch : 72.7
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.7


SETTING


Los Angeles


Anthony Reid lives here with his family and unhappily works as an accountant.


Venus


Reid chucks it all in and heads for another planet.
   CHARACTERS


Anthony Reid-Joseph Rucker


Accountant that decides to bail out and go to Venus.


Tony Reid


His son.


Phyllis Reid


His daughter.


Fern Reid


His wife.


Mr Jennings


Boss of Jennings Accounting Services.


George Grosset


Friend of Reid's in Los Angeles.


Bill Stocker


Fellow employee.


Dr Eckworth


His psychiatrist.


Crider


Runs a criminal labor operation on Venus.


Holfern


Worker on Venus.


Linson


Worker on Venus.


Everett


Worker on Venus.


Dr Hinojosa


State shrink.


Mr Horst


Immigration officer.


Dr. Buerhle


Madhouse resident doctor.


Mr. Haggerty


Fellow inmate.


Perez


Fellow inmate.
   ORGANISATIONS


Jennings Accounting Services


Reid's employer.


Anglo-Martian Enterprises


A company account.


Crider Mining Company


A standover merchant.
   TECHNOLOGY


Plastibrik


Building materials.


Solaray


Building materials, glass.
   PLOT


Anthony Reid is an accountant with a family in Los Angeles.  He has an existential crisis and chucks it all in and heads for Venus.  He discovers the current situation there is no better, and in fact with dangerous conditions and a lot of desperate men, no place for someone to be that chose to be there.


He ends up in a mental institution, trying to reorient, along with some in simlar situations.


847.


Lundy : z character - major - zz terror out of space - 4.0 


A policeman on a mission.


848.


Jackie Smith : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz terror out of space 


An unconscious colleague.


849.


Mike Farrell : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz terror out of space 


A bleeding out colleague.


850.


Tri-World Police : 3.0 - z organisation - zz terror out of space 


Law enforcement organisation.


851.


Vhia : z place - 3.0 - zz terror out of space 


Trade City on Venus.


852.


Nahali : z place - 3.0 - zz terror out of space 


Get canebrakes here.


853.


The Madness from Beyond, or The Vampire Lure : z concept - zz terror out of space - 4.0 


"The guys who suddenly went sluggy and charged off the rails all made it clear that they had met the ultimate Dream Woman of all women and all dreams. Nobody else could see her, but that didn't bother them any. They saw her, and she wasâ��She. And her eyes were always veiled."


854.


Seadragon : z animal - 3.0 - zz terror out of space 


Venus sea animal.


855.


Kelp-beasts : z animal - 3.0 - zz terror out of space 


What it says.


856.


Flower-things : 3.0 - zz terror out of space - z plant 


Can move.


857.


Vakhi : 3.0 - zz terror out of space - z food 


Venusian alcohol.


858.


Canebrakes : 3.0 - zz terror out of space - z food 


From Nahali.


859.


Cloud People : z race - 3.0 - zz terror out of space 


Live in the highlands on Venus.


860.


Plant-men : z race - zz terror out of space - 4.0 


Small, blue grey transform into green and winged.


861.


The Others : z race - 3.5 - zz terror out of space 


Cannibal lurers.


862.


Terror Out Of Space - Leigh Brackett : venus - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 11000
   Percent of complex words : 4.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.8
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.1
   Flesch : 80.4
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.7


CHARACTERS


Lundy


A policeman on a mission.


Jackie Smith


An unconscious colleague.


Mike Farrell


A bleeding out colleague.
   ORGANISATIONS


Tri-World Police


Law enforcement organisation.
   PLACES


Vhia


Trade City on Venus.


Nahali


Get canebrakes here.


CONCEPTS


The Madness from Beyond, or The Vampire Lure


"The guys who suddenly went sluggy and charged off the rails all made it clear that they had met the ultimate Dream Woman of all women and all dreams. Nobody else could see her, but that didn't bother them any. They saw her, and she wasâ��She. And her eyes were always veiled."
   ANIMALS


Seadragon


Venus sea animal.


Kelp-beasts


What it says.
   PLANTS


Flower-things


Can move.
   FOOD


Vakhi


Venusian alcohol.


Canebrakes


From Nahali.
   RACES


Cloud People


Live in the highlands on Venus.


Plant-men


Small, blue grey transform into green and winged.


The Others


Cannibal lurers.
   PLOT


Three space policeman in a bad way in a small vehicle come under the influence of a powerfully hypnotic creature.  One of them can function, and meets some plant people and one of the hypnotisers.


863.


Nahru : z setting - zz the blue behemoth - 4.0 


Small town on Venus, current location of Shannon's Circus.


864.


Buckhalter Shannon : z character - supporting - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


Circus proprietor.


865.


Jig Bentley : z character - supporting - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


His business manager.


866.


Micky : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Circus worker.


867.


Simon Beamish : z character - supporting - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


Wants to hire Shannon for a circus tour.


868.


Gow : z character - supporting - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


Shannon's animal handler.


869.


Kanza : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z character - minor 


The Martian croaker.


870.


Sam Kapper : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A hunter.


871.


Melak : z character - supporting - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


Local hard man.


872.


Jarin : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of the circus.


873.


Malek : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of the circus.


874.


Ahra : z character - supporting - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


Nahali woman, amused by offworlders in trouble.  Gives advice on how to stop the Cansin rampage.


875.


Quern : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Circus hypnotist.


876.


Marshies : zz the blue behemoth - z race - 3.0 


Venus indigenes.


877.


Tehara Belt : zz the blue behemoth - z place - 3.0 


A potential circus tour spot.


878.


Nahali : zz the blue behemoth - z place - 3.0 


Venusian area.


879.


Cansin : z animal - zz the blue behemoth - 4.0 


Large blue Venusian swamp-animal.


880.


Vapor snakes : z animal - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


A painful experience if they touch you, knock you out.


881.


Zurat : z animal - zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 


Martian communal animal.


882.


Mercurian cavecat : z animal - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


Very large feline.


883.


Martian sandtigers : z animal - zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 


More very large felines.


884.


Ganymedan puffballs : z animal - zz the blue behemoth - 3.5 


Rolling carnivores, with tentacles.


885.


Shannon's Imperial Circus the Greatest Show in Space : zz the blue behemoth - z organisation - 4.0 


Buckhalter's circus, currently in trouble.


886.


Savitt Brothers : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z organisation 


Rival circus.


887.


Thildatim : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z food 


Venusian booze.


888.


Lhak : zz the blue behemoth - 3.0 - z food 


Venusian booze.


889.


Triangle : zz the blue behemoth - z place - 3.0 


Term for the three major inner worlds.


890.


The Blue Behemoth - Leigh Brackett : venus - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 11000
   Percent of complex words : 5.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 8.8
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 5.6
   Flesch : 79.8
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.3


SETTING


Nahru


Small town on Venus, current location of Shannon's Circus.


CHARACTERS


Buckhalter Shannon


Circus proprietor.


Jig Bentley


His business manager.


Micky


Circus worker.


Simon Beamish


Wants to hire Shannon for a circus tour.


Gow


Shannon's animal handler.


Kanza


The Martian croaker.


Sam Kapper


A hunter.


Melak


Local hard man.


Jarin


One of the circus.


Malek


One of the circus.


Ahra


Nahali woman, amused by offworlders in trouble.  Gives advice on how to stop the Cansin rampage.


Quern


Circus hypnotist.
   RACES


Marshies


Venus indigenes.
   PLACES


Tehara Belt


A potential circus tour spot.


Nahali


Venusian area.
   ANIMALS


Cansin


Large blue Venusian swamp-animal.


Vapor snakes


A painful experience if they touch you, knock you out.


Zurat


Martian communal animal.


Mercurian cavecat


Very large feline.


Martian sandtigers


More very large felines.


Ganymedan puffballs


Rolling carnivores, with tentacles.
   ORGANISATIONS


Shannon's Imperial Circus, the Greatest Show in Space


Buckhalter's circus, currently in trouble.


Savitt Brothers


Rival circus.


FOOD


Thildatim


Venusian booze.


Lhak


Venusian booze.
   PLACES


Triangle


Term for the three major inner worlds.
   PLOT


Shannon's circus is broke, and dodging their creditors in a small Venusian dump, when a wealthy Beamish wants to hire them.  This is for ulterior motives involving money and a rare creature.  The cansin is a huge Venusian beast worth a lot.  However, here the females have found a male - and their bonding is strange.  Large beasts rampaging means breakout and other dangerous circus animals loose.  So dodgy circus business managers have to try and put a stop to it, before the town is destroyed.  The criminal element becomes more concerned with staying alive.


891.


Kraylen tribe : z setting - zz the citadel of lost ships - 4.0 


Dwindling group of Venusian natives.


892.


Romany settlement : z setting - zz the citadel of lost ships - 4.0 


Dwelling for a group of outsiders.  Live by a code of helping those who ask for it.


893.


Roy Campbell-Thomas Black : z character - major - zz the citadel of lost ships - 4.0 


Well-known wanted criminal, hides out with the Kraylens and the Romany.


894.


Kraylens : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Venusian tribe leader.


895.


Tredrick : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Romany Terran overchief.


896.


Eran Mak : 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships - z character - minor 


Chief Councilor.


897.


Marah : 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships - z character - minor 


Man with a hook.


898.


Zard : 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships - z character - minor 


A Romany.


899.


Old Ekla : 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships - z character - minor 


Romany elder.


900.


Stella Moore : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Romany leader.


901.


Liha trees : 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships - z plant 


Venusian tree.


902.


Spaceguard : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Coalition law-enforcement. After Roy Campbell.


903.


Terra-Venusian Coalition Government : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Settlement government.


904.


Latnik : z concept - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Someone who is not Romany.


905.


Tehara Province : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Venusian area.


906.


Lhi : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Frontier town in Tehara Province.


907.


Polar Cities : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Of Mars.


908.


Kesh : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Martian city.


909.


Balakar : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Martian city.


910.


Tamboian : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Martian city.


911.


Wells of Tamboina : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Martian water source.


912.


Martian Mak's : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Old trade market in Lhi.


913.


Lhi : z place - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Venusian city.


914.


Needle-gun : z weapon - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Hand weapon.


915.


Infra-beam : z technology - 3.5 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Detectors on ships.


916.


Fitts-Sothern : z vehicle - 3.5 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Small flying craft.


917.


Black Star : z vehicle - zz the citadel of lost ships - 4.0 


Campbell's Fitts-Sothern.


918.


Krub : z vehicle - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Type of freighter.


919.


Drylanders : z race - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Martian people.


920.


Shenyat : z race - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Ganymede people.


921.


Taxil : z race - 3.0 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Mercurian backwater people.


922.


Baraki : z race - 3.5 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


Titanian telekinetic cave dwellers.


923.


Callistans : z race - 3.5 - zz the citadel of lost ships 


"Beyond her was a thin, small man with four arms. He wore no clothing but his 
   own white fur and his head was crowned with feathery antennae. Even in the blue night the antennae and the man's eyes burned living scarlet."


924.


The Citadel Of Lost Ships - Leigh Brackett : venus - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 12000
   Percent of complex words : 6.2
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.3
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.2
   Flesch : 78.8
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.6


SETTING


Kraylen tribe


Dwindling group of Venusian natives.


Romany settlement


Dwelling for a group of outsiders.  Live by a code of helping those who ask for it.


CHARACTERS


Roy Campbell-Thomas Black


Well-known wanted criminal, hides out with the Kraylens and the Romany.


Kraylens


Venusian tribe leader.


Tredrick


Romany Terran overchief.


Eran Mak


Chief Councilor.


Marah


Man with a hook.


Zard


A Romany.


Old Ekla


Romany elder.


Stella Moore


Romany leader.
   PLANTS


Liha trees


Venusian tree.
   ORGANISATIONS


Spaceguard


Coalition law-enforcement. After Roy Campbell.


Terra-Venusian Coalition Government


Settlement government.


CONCEPTS


Latnik


Someone who is not Romany.


PLACES


Tehara Province


Venusian area.


Lhi


Frontier town in Tehara Province.


Polar Cities


Of Mars.


Kesh


Martian city.


Balakar


Martian city.


Tamboian


Martian city.


Wells of Tamboina


Martian water source.


Martian Mak's


Old trade market in Lhi.


Lhi


Venusian city.
   TECHNOLOGY


Needle-gun


Hand weapon.


Infra-beam


Detectors on ships.
   VEHICLE


Fitts-Sothern


Small flying craft.


Black Star


Campbell's Fitts-Sothern.


Krub


Type of freighter.


RACES


Drylanders


Martian people.


Shenyat


Ganymede people.


Taxil


Mercurian backwater people.


Baraki


Titanian telekinetic cave dwellers.


Callistans


"Beyond her was a thin, small man with four arms. He wore no clothing but his 
   own white fur and his head was crowned with feathery antennae. Even in the blue night the antennae and the man's eyes burned living scarlet."
   PLOT


Roy Campbell is on the run from the coalition spaceguard, but the Kraylen tribe have little in the way of resources left to hide him as in the past. In fact, they need help.  Campbell ends up travelling to the Romany to see if he can find some.  They have their own conflicts - those who are traditional, and those who want change and to become more mainstream with money and power. Harboring a criminal has repercussion.  The Romany, as with their planet-bound namesakes are a persecuted group.  Campbell decides he can better use his infamy by going elsewhere to highlight their plight.


925.


Palace of All Possible Delights : z setting - zz the moon that vanished - 4.0 


Dingy bar near the Sea of Morning Opals where Heath is found by Alor and Broca.


926.


Sea of Morning Opals : z setting - zz the moon that vanished - 4.0 


Where you must go to find the Moonfire.  An ocean.


927.


David Heath : z character - major - zz the moon that vanished - 4.0 


Man who found the Moonfire and lived.


928.


Kalruna : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the moon that vanished 


Owner of the Palace of All Possible Delights.


929.


Ethne : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the moon that vanished 


Venusian temple woman whom Heath feverishly desires.


930.


Alor : z character - supporting - zz the moon that vanished - 4.0 


Venusian moon cult handmaiden, and a reality Heath can love.


931.


Broca : z character - major - 3.5 - zz the moon that vanished 


Venusian uplander and proscribed cult member, of the Sarn tribe.


932.


Johor : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the moon that vanished 


A ship captain working for the priests.


933.


Vakor : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz the moon that vanished 


A priest of the moon cult.


934.


Nahali : z race - 3.0 - zz the moon that vanished 


Swamp-dwellers of Venus.


935.


Omaz : z place - 3.0 - zz the moon that vanished 


River near the Sea of Morning Opals.


936.


Deep Swamps : z place - 3.0 - zz the moon that vanished 


Inland Venus.


937.


Upper Seas : z setting - 3.5 - zz the moon that vanished 


Part of the Sea of Morning Opals


938.


Dragon's Throat : z setting - 3.5 - zz the moon that vanished 


Part of the Sea of Morning Opals


939.


High Plateaus : z place - 3.0 - zz the moon that vanished 


Upland area of Venus.


940.


Ethne : z vehicle - zz the moon that vanished - 4.0 


David Heath's ship.


941.


The Guardians : z animal - 3.5 - zz the moon that vanished 


Giant black sea creatures.


942.


Lahal : z vehicle - 3.5 - zz the moon that vanished 


Johor's ship.


943.


Moonfire : z concept - zz the moon that vanished - 4.0 


Myth says it is leftover from the body of a dead god, and can give you powers.  Likely some radioactive material that alters the brain.


944.


Swamp-dragon : z animal - zz the moon that vanished - 4.0 


Small, reasonably intelligent lizard creatures with claws and wings.


945.


Mysteries of the Moon : z organisation - zz the moon that vanished - 4.0 


Oldest Venusian cult.


946.


Children of the Moon : 3.5 - z organisation - zz the moon that vanished 


Priests of the cult.


947.


Sarn : z race - 3.0 - zz the moon that vanished 


An uplands tribe of Venus.


948.


The Moon That Vanished - Leigh Brackett : venus - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 17000
   Percent of complex words : 4.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.3
   Average words per sentence : 12.2
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.6
   Flesch : 81.5
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.9


SETTING
   Palace of All Possible Delights


Dingy bar near the Sea of Morning Opals where Heath is found by Alor and Broca.


Sea of Morning Opals


Where you must go to find the Moonfire.  An ocean.


Upper Seas


Part of the Sea of Morning Opals


Dragon's Throat


Part of the Sea of Morning Opals


The Guardians


Part of the Sea of Morning Opals, black areas to avoid.
   CHARACTERS


David Heath


Man who found the Moonfire and lived.


Kalruna


Owner of the Palace of All Possible Delights.


Ethne


Venusian temple woman whom Heath feverishly desires.


Alor


Venusian moon cult handmaiden, and a reality Heath can love.


Broca


Venusian uplander and proscribed cult member, of the Sarn tribe.


Johor


A ship captain working for the priests.


Vakor


A priest of the moon cult.
   RACES


Nahali


Swamp-dwellers of Venus.


Sarn


An uplands tribe of Venus.
   PLACES


Omaz


River near the Sea of Morning Opals.


Deep Swamps


Inland Venus.


High Plateaus


Upland area of Venus.


VEHICLES


Ethne


David Heath's ship.


Lahal


Johor's ship.
   CONCEPTS


Moonfire


Myth says it is leftover from the body of a dead god, and can give you powers.  Likely some radioactive material that alters the brain.
   ANIMALS


Swamp-dragon


Small, reasonably intelligent lizard creatures with claws and wings.
   ORGANISATIONS


Mysteries of the Moon


Oldest Venusian cult.


Children of the Moon


Priests of the cult.


PLOT


David Heath is the only man to have travelled to the Moonfire and lived long enough afterwards for people to approach about a return trip.  Alor and Broca are renegades of the Venusian Moon Cult that want to go there.  Heath reluctantly agrees, haunted by previous memories.  The priests of the cult do not want them to reach the Moonfire and gain powers, so hire another captain and attempt to attack them at sea.  Heath has the advantage here, and they managed to reach their destination, but again, not to everyone's taste.


949.


Interworld Legion fort : z setting - zz the stellar legion - 4.0 


An outpost to defend colonists from the local tribes of Venus


950.


Lehn : z character - supporting - zz the stellar legion - 3.5 


Venusian Commandant.


951.


Ian MacIan : z character - major - zz the stellar legion - 4.0 


Earthman, Legionnaire. Scotsman, ex-Terran Guards officer.


952.


Thekla : z character - supporting - zz the stellar legion - 3.5 


Martian low-canaler, Legionnaire and traitor.


953.


Bhak : z character - supporting - zz the stellar legion - 3.5 


Titanian strangler, Legionnaire.


954.


The Interworld Legion : zz the stellar legion - 3.5 - z organisation 


A bunch of sweaty misfit soldiers from multiple worlds.


955.


Nahali : z race - zz the stellar legion - 3.5 


Venusian swamp-dwellers.


956.


Jekkara : z place - zz the stellar legion - 3.0 


Martian low-canal city.


957.


Venusian piano : zz the stellar legion - z technology - 3.0 


Has three tiers.


958.


Electro gun : z weapon - zz the stellar legion - 3.5 


A gun, handsized or battery sized.


959.


Swamp rats : z animal - zz the stellar legion - 4.0 


Ruby eyed Venusian creature with iridescent scales.  Electrified.


960.


The Stellar Legion - Leigh Brackett : venus - z short story - 4.0 


Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 8.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.5
   Average words per sentence : 11.3


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.9
   Flesch : 72.1
   Flesch-Kincaid : 6.0
   SETTING


Interworld Legion fort


An outpost to defend colonists from the local tribes of Venus.


CHARACTERS


Lehn


Venusian Commandant.


Ian MacIan


Earthman, Legionnaire. Scotsman, ex-Terran Guards officer.


Thekla


Martian low-canaler, Legionnaire and traitor.


Bhak


Titanian strangler, Legionnaire.


ORGANISATIONS


The Interworld Legion


A bunch of sweaty misfit soldiers from multiple worlds.
   RACES


Nahali


Venusian swamp-dwellers.
   PLACES


Jekkara


Martian low-canal city.
   TECHNOLOGY


Venusian piano


Has three tiers.


Electro gun


Hand weapon.
   ANIMALS


Swamp rats


Ruby eyed Venusian creature with iridescent scales.  Electrified.
   PLOT


MacIan is an ex-Terran Guardsmen who got a couple of thousand men under his command slaughtered, he thinks, so he quit and went the Legion route.  A fellow soldier, Thekla, has a plot to get rid of him and discredit the local commander.  The pair of them and another soldier have gone out on a patrol.  MacIan has to avoid getting fried by Venusian swamp rats to reveal the scheme.


961.


The Sea of Morning Opals : z setting - zz the vanishing venusians - 4.0 


An ocean on Venus.


962.


Matt Harker : z character - major - zz the vanishing venusians - 4.0 


Crusty ship captain.


963.


Rory McLaren : z character - major - zz the vanishing venusians - 4.0 


Young man of Matt's crew.


964.


Vila : 3.0 - zz the vanishing venusians - z character - minor 


Rory McLaren's Venusian wife.


965.


Viki : 3.0 - zz the vanishing venusians - z character - minor 


His daughter to be.


966.


Sim Gibbons : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the vanishing venusians 


Elderly colonist.


967.


Button : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the vanishing venusians 


Harker's name for a Venusian girl they meet, a telekinetic who is probably part plant.


968.


Golden Swimmers : z animal - zz the vanishing venusians - 4.0 


Venusian creatures. Possibly part plant.  Have claws.


969.


Flower-hounds : z animal - 3.5 - zz the vanishing venusians 


Venusian plant-animal hunters.


970.


The Vanishing Venusians - Leigh Brackett : venus - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 11000
   Percent of complex words : 6.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.1
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.6
   Flesch : 77.8
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.9


SETTING


The Sea of Morning Opals


An ocean on Venus.
   CHARACTERS


Matt Harker


Crusty ship captain.


Rory McLaren


Young man of Matt's crew.


Vila


Rory McLaren's Venusian wife.


Viki


His daughter to be.


Sim Gibbons


Elderly colonist.


Button


Harker's name for a Venusian girl they meet, a telekinetic who is probably part plant.


ANIMALS


Golden Swimmers


Venusian creatures. Possibly part plant.  Have claws.


Flower-hounds


Venusian plant-animal hunters.


Leshen


Swamp dragons.
   PLOT


Harker leads a crew of newly arrived colonists to Venus by ship, looking for somewhere to settle.  Seeing a possibility, he takes McLaren and Gibbons with him to explorer, but encounter some local plant-animal hybrids, both animal and sentient, to lethal but successful consequence.


971.


Leshen : z animal - 3.5 - zz the vanishing venusians 


Swamp dragons.


972.


Starmen Of Lyrdis Keychain - Heyday Graphyx : z artwork - fans - 4.0 


Using the Startling Stories cover.


http://www.zazzle.com/the_starmen_of_llyrdis_keychain-146391889551625755


973.


Leigh Brackett Solar System - Various Various : z non-fiction - 5.0 - encyclopedia 


Goes into some detail of the stories in this setting.  Current text version as of now :- 
   Leigh Brackett Solar System
   From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


The Leigh Brackett Solar System is a fictional analogue to the real-world Solar System in which a majority of the planetary romances of Leigh Brackett take place.


Although Brackett's stories do not form a series with a consistent chronology and causally-connected incidents, more than half of them are recognizably set in the same universe: a Solar System of the near future, with space travel and distinctive alien and human cultures on Mercury, Venus, Mars, the Asteroids, and the moons of Jupiter and Saturn. The stories of the Brackett Universe are bound together by shared terminology, place-names, "facts" about biology and culture, and occasionally shared characters. For instance, Brackett's Mercury is a nightmare world of extremes, where powerful storms rack a narrow habitable twilight belt; her Venus is a place where the liha-trees grow in the swamps around embattled outworld cities; and Mars is a place where you can drink thil at Madame Kan's in Jekkara of the Low Canals, or wander among barbarian warriors in the northern Drylands of Kesh and Shun.


Brackett's earlier works set in this universe frequently concern the struggle of settlers, from Earth or elsewhere in the solar system, against the harsh environments of their new worlds and against the hostility of the planets' native peoples. In later works, Brackett shows greater sympathy to the planetary aborigines, and the stories describe their conflict with well-intentioned but destructive individuals and bureaucracies.


Brackett's stories in this universe were written over a period of twenty-four years, from 1940 to 1964 (with, however, only two stories in the last decade of this period). Her first two stories, set on Mars, are only tenuously related to the others; however, her third published story, The Stellar Legion introduces a large number of themes which were afterwards characteristic of Brackett's Solar System stories. Brackett's cessation of writing new stories in this universe coincides with the missions of the Mariner space probes, whose data made her visions of Venus and Mars no longer even remotely plausible.Contents [hide]
   1 The Worlds of Leigh Brackett 
   1.1 The Inner Worlds
   1.2 The Outer Worlds
   2 Stories in the Brackett Solar System
   3 Chronology


The Worlds of Leigh Brackett


Brackett's writing, in common with much of the science fiction written from the 1920s to 1950s, was based on the most optimistic interpretations of the planetary astronomy of the day. In Brackett's solar system, there are habitable worlds in every planetary orbit from Mercury to Saturn.


The time at which the stories in the Brackett Solar System is set is uncertain, and may vary by centuries from story to story. Actual dates are rarely provided, and range from the late 20th century to the 26th century.


The Inner Worlds
   Mercury


Mercury is the primary setting for four of Brackett's stories. In agreement with the best astronomy of the day (down to 1965), Brackett's Mercury is tidally locked to the Sun, having periods of rotation and orbital revolution that were equally of 88 days. Brackett's Mercury therefore has one side that always faces the sun and is extremely hot (Sunside) and another that never faces the sun and is extremely cold (Darkside). Between them lies a tiny habitable zone that circles Mercury from pole to pole, where the Sun wanders back and forth over the horizon; this is called the Twilight Belt.


Mercury is the home of a few intrepid colonists from Earth, some of whom have reverted to savagery. Its extreme conditions make it very unattractive to most visitors. Fewer still have ever gone inside the orbit of Mercury, where the Sun is an eternal danger. Mercury's port to the outside world is the Trade City of Sun City.


The Triangle The three worlds of Venus, Earth, and Mars are colloquially known as "The Triangle". These planets have the largest populations and highest degree of civilization, and were the first to receive the enduring imprint of Terran colonization. They have, at different times in their histories, had their own governments or come under various forms of interplanetary authority.
   Venus


The astronomical Venus is a world with a very slow retrograde rotation (twenty days longer than its 225-day year), 500Â° heat, and sulfuric acid clouds, devoid of all life. Brackett's Venus, however -- the setting for seven of her stories -- is a lush, tropical, savage world, in which almost everything is alive and dangerous.


Venus appears to have a length of day only slightly longer than Earth's. Its surface is partially covered by oceans, and partly by land-masses which are for the most part low-lying and swampy. The rarer terrain of the High Plateaus (or Uplands) is highly desirable, and so, of course, mostly claimed. Much of the land mass of Venus lies behind the dangerous Mountains of White Cloud, and is largely unexplored.


Venus is inhabited by a large number of intelligent species. The most common are the pale-skinned, white-haired Venusian humans, who are evidently of the same species as Earth humans, though the historical relationship between the two is unclear. There are also many inhuman species, such as the Kraylens of the swamp borders, and the reptilian Nahali of the deep swamps. The Uplands also house some intelligent plant species, who are however totally alien to the human way of thinking.


Terran contact with Venus was initially blundering, hostile, and aggressive, and resulted in many conflicts with the native Venusians. Once Terrans had a foothold on Venus, they began systematic exploitation of its mineral resources, particularly coal from the swamps. Attempts to "civilize" Venusian tribes were poorly received. In later centuries, however, the Venusian humans at least accustomed themselves to new ways of life, and Venusians were commonly seen on the spaceways.


To outsiders, the best known city on Venus is its Trade City, Vhia. The rest of Venus is largely non-urbanized, discounting isolated frontier forts and settlements.
   Earth


Only one of the stories -- The Halfling -- in Brackett's solar system is set on Earth. However, judging from this story and references in stories set elsewhere, Earth in the future is much like Earth at present: very populous, highly urbanized, rich in comparison to the other worlds of the System. Earth has only one intelligent species, Earth humans, which it lavishly exports to other worlds.


Two of Earth's most notable cities are N'York, Earth's Trade City, and Losanglis.


Earth's only satellite, the Moon, plays no very significant role in these stories, but is shown to have some native underground life. It also serves as a prison colony.
   Mars


Fourteen of Brackett's stories are set at least partly upon Mars, making it her favoured venue. Like the astronomical Mars, Brackett's Mars is a dry, desiccated desert world; however, it is warm enough, and has a thick enough atmosphere to support life.


The major intelligent species on Mars is one of dark-skinned, yellow- or green-eyed humanoids, outwardly very similar to Earth humans though perhaps of entirely different origins. They can be divided into two main groups: the Low-canallers and the Drylanders.
   Low Canals


The Low-canallers are the inheritors of the very ancient Martian civilization, which dates back to a past, tens of thousands of years earlier, in which Mars still had oceans and was ruled by Sea-Kings. The drying up of Mars left their descendants much impoverished, with the last remnants of their water confined to canals which are the sole remains of the ancient seas. They inhabit cities such as Jekkara, Valkis, and Barrakesh, engaging in all manner of iniquitous activity: gambling, drug traffic, prostitution, slave trade, and vices even more profound. There have been efforts by the planetary authorities to tame and civilize these low-canal cities, but their efforts have not countered the persistence of ancient but unspeakable superstitions among the Low-canallers.
   Drylands


Much of northern and equatorial Mars consists of the desert Drylands, inhabited by barbarian tribes, such as those of Kesh and Shun, whose primary business is warfare. The Drylanders hold themselves apart from the decadent Low-canallers, but can sometimes be convinced to join forces with them against the planetary authorities, leading to the possibility of planet-wide rebellion. In late years, some Drylanders have taken to spacefaring as easily as to thak and vaard.


As might be expected from so old a planet, Mars also hides remnant civilizations, even older than the humanoid races of Mars, in out-of-the-way corners of the planet; on lost islands of the dried-up seas, or near the unexplored regions of the polar caps.


The latest but possibly most dangerous addition to the Martian landscape are the Terrans, whose Trade City is Kahora, but who have extensively interfered all over Mars, sometimes for outright exploitation, but sometimes in a well-meaning attempt to regulate what they see as the backward ways of the Martians. This interference extends to the lives of the human colonists as well. In the 1953 novel Alpha Centauri or Die, the overly regulated government on Mars has become so stifling that a small group of men secretly restore an old spaceship and go with their families to a habitable planet of Alpha Centauri, where they can govern themselves.


The Outer Worlds


Interplanetary commerce was restricted to the Triangle at first, and only later spread out into the asteroids and the planets beyond.
   The Belt


The Main Asteroid belt â�� often simply called The Belt â�� is a haven for the lawless of the System, and all others who wish not to be noticed by the interplanetary authorities. It includes a vast number of tiny worlds, many of which have been made habitable; they include Sark, once a refuge for thieves and pirates, Circe the pleasure world, and mysterious Astellar.


The stories No Man's Land in Space and The Veil of Astellar take place wholly or partly in the Belt.
   Jupiter â�� The gas giant Jupiter, as in the astronomical Solar System, is uninhabitable, massive and surfaceless; however, all four of its largest moons have life on them. At some point, probably late in their history, the Jovians came under a common administration and fought a war with Venus. 
   Io â�� not known to harbor any intelligent life, though quags are found here, as well as the unique compound Jovium. It is the setting for the story Outpost on Io.
   Europa â�� has at least two intelligent species, one winged and one multi-legged and tentacular.
   Ganymede â�� the volcanic activity of Ganymede keeps it warm and allows for the growth of luxuriant jungles. Cities like Komar occur on the plateaus that rise above the jungles. Ganymede has at least two intelligent species, one small and lemur-like, one human. The story Dancing Girl of Ganymede is set here.
   Callisto â�� also has at least two intelligent species, both humanoid, one with feline characteristics.
   Saturn The ringed planet, far from the Sun, has some rather obscure life forms. 
   Titan â�� Saturn's largest moon is home to the Baraki; however, descendants of a Terran colony also hail from this moon.
   Tethys â�� This small moon of Saturn produced an alien species, longer-lived than humans.
   10th Planet A tenth planet of the sun is described somewhat perfunctorily in The Jewel of Bas although the time-frame in which it takes place is unknown, and its relationships with the other planets of the Leigh Brackett solar system seems to be nil. This planet has an artificially maintained environment on the inner surface of a round world, maintained by ancient androids, and the inhabitants, originally of Earth-stock, are not even aware of the sky, or space around them.


Stories in the Brackett Solar System


The following stories belong to the Brackett Solar System. They are grouped by location and in order of publication:
   Brackett's Mercury Stories 
   The Demons of Darkside
   A World Is Born
   Cube From Space
   Shannach â�� the Last
   Brackett's Venus Stories 
   The Stellar Legion
   Interplanetary Reporter
   The Dragon-Queen of Venus (aka The Dragon-Queen of Jupiter)
   The Citadel of Lost Ships
   The Blue Behemoth
   Terror Out of Space
   The Vanishing Venusians
   Lorelei of the Red Mist
   The Moon That Vanished
   Enchantress of Venus (aka City of the Lost Ones)
   Brackett's Mars Stories 
   Martian Quest
   The Treasure of Ptakuth
   Water Pirate
   The Sword of Rhiannon
   The Veil of Astellar
   Shadow Over Mars (aka The Nemesis from Terra)
   The Beast-Jewel of Mars
   Quest of the Starhope
   Queen of the Martian Catacombs (exp. to The Secret of Sinharat)
   Sea-Kings of Mars (exp. to The Sword of Rhiannon)
   Black Amazon of Mars (exp. to People of the Talisman)
   The Last Days of Shandakor
   Mars Minus Bisha
   The Road to Sinharat
   Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon
   Alpha Centauri or Die
   Other Stories set in the Brackett Universe 
   No Man's Land in Space
   Child of the Green Light
   Outpost on Io
   The Halfling
   The Dancing Girl of Ganymede
   Unrelated and dubious stories


The Lake of the Gone Forever and Thralls of the Endless Night take place on asteroids in the solar system, but both lack the explicit markers that tag most of Brackett's stories in this universe. Child of the Sun and Retreat to the Stars both take place in the solar system, but apparently in an alternative reality where an all-powerful interplanetary government is hounding the last few rebels to the brink of extinction. The Ark of Mars begins on what is recognizably Brackett's Mars, though apparently at a distant future time; however, it soon leaves it. The Skaith trilogy, although intentionally linked to the Solar System stories through the person of Eric John Stark, takes place in a world in which humans seem to have had interstellar travel for some time -- which is not at all the case for the other Solar System stories. The Jewel of Bas does not contradict anything in the other Leigh Brackett solar system stories, but has little to no relationship with them as well--its proper inclusion in the setting is difficult to verify.


Chronology


It is difficult, if not impossible, to provide a fixed chronology for the Solar System stories; they were not, of course, written at first with the intention of being parts of a coherent universe, but rather reflect an accumulating re-use of detail and scene from one story to the next, until a universe with common characteristics had been built up after the fact.


However, some generalizations about the relative order of some of the stories can be made, which may help improve one's appreciation of them; some of the differences in tone and treatment of the story backgrounds can be justified as reflecting changes that have taken place in the universe over time.


Only two of the stories contain internal dates: Water Pirate is given the date 2418, and Interplanetary Reporter is set sometime in the early 26th century (i.e., about a hundred years later).


The table of contents and story headers in the collection The Coming of the Terrans provides dates for five of the Martian stories. They are:
   1998 The Beast-Jewel of Mars
   2016 Mars Minus Bisha
   2024 The Last Days of Shandakor
   2031 Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon
   2038 The Road to Sinharat


There are some grounds for doubting whether these dates can be taken very seriously as part of a consistent future chronology. First, none of the dates appears within the stories themselves, or was associated with the stories as first published in various science fiction magazines. Second, the dates stretch credibility as to the rapidity of progress in exploring the planets; according to Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon, Earth people founded the Trade City of Kahora fifty years before the date of the story, but 1981 is only 14 years after 1967, when The Coming of the Terrans was published; the dates are now, of course, impossible. Third, the technological milieu described, and sometimes named, in these stories and others of the same time-period is consistent with the milieu of other stories that are set at least 300 years in the future. Even if it is not possible to take these dates at face value, however, it is still possible that they represent Brackett's intentions as to the relative chronology and spacing of the stories.


The three Eric John Stark stories have an internal chronology which shows their proper order to be Queen of the Martian Catacombs/The Secret of Sinharat, Black Amazon of Mars/People of the Talisman (a short space of time after the previous story), and Enchantress of Venus. Queen of the Martian Catacombs clearly takes place within the same time-frame as The Coming of the Terrans; Queen of the Martian Catacombs explicitly refers back to The Beast-Jewel of Mars (in the first published version; the expanded book version is more obscure on this point), while The Road to Sinharat refers back to Queen of the Martian Catacombs, and appears to take place many years later. The revised version, The Secret of Sinharat, in turn incorporates details from The Road to Sinharat.


The five stories in The Coming of the Terrans and the two Martian Stark stories constitute one large group among Brackett's Mars stories. Another group seems to take place at least a few decades later, when the Terran presence on Mars is greater, even in formerly closed Martian cities like Jekkara -- which has now acquired an interplanetary spaceport. This group includes Sea-Kings of Mars/The Sword of Rhiannon, Shadow Over Mars/The Nemesis from Terra, and The Veil of Astellar. All three of these stories (and, among the Venus stories, The Stellar Legion) share references to the disreputable Jekkaran vice den called Madam(e) Kan's, although the proprietress herself is only briefly mentioned in The Veil of Astellar. The last-named story has one internal date, though not a specific one; it takes place 300 years after the first trip from Mars to Jupiter. It may be noted that in Queen of the Martian Catacombs, colonies on Jupiter's moons seem to have been established for some time.


The earlier stories, The Treasure of Ptakuth, Water Pirate, (which introduce the tribes of Shun and Kesh) and The Sorcerer of Rhiannon could fit in almost anywhere. Martian Quest, the least closely linked of these stories, seems to come from a later period of wider settlement by humans from Earth and Venus.


The Venus stories have even fewer internal indications of time than the Martian ones. The companion pieces Lorelei of the Red Mist and Enchantress of Venus synchronize with the Martian Stark stories; The Stellar Legion with the "Madam Kan" stories. Other stories (The Vanishing Venusians, Terror Out of Space, Dragon-Queen of Venus and The Moon that Vanished) reflect a chaotic period of settlement and conflict with native Venusian peoples, human and non-human, which fits with the setting of The Stellar Legion. The Citadel of Lost Ships seems to be later in date, showing a more dominant Terran presence, reorganizing the administration of Venusian lands. Interplanetary Reporter takes place on a Venus of a later date (ostensibly the early 26th century). Several other stories not set on Venus feature native Venusians as soldiers, settlers, and spacemen working off their own planet.


The Mercury stories are even harder to put in order. Cube from Space, evidently the earliest, takes place at a time when humans have not yet reached Jupiter, and the space around it is an empty zone. Shannach â�� the Last is much later, 300 years after colonization of Mercury began. The Demons of Darkside and A World Is Born are unplaceable; the latter refers to a "Second Interplanetary War", but that war is unplaceable.


In addition to Cube from Space, Quest of the Starhope also reflects a world in which travel beyond the asteroids has not taken place. In most other stories, however, Jupiter and Saturn are sites of human colonies (e.g. The Secret of Sinharat, Enchantress of Venus, The Stellar Legion, The Citadel of Lost Ships) or are wild frontier regions, still being explored (Shadow Over Mars). In some stories, however, Jupiter is a united state of its own, capable of making war on the Inner Worlds; these stories are Outpost on Io and Interplanetary Reporter, which together with No Man's Land In Space form a group of space operas that seem to take place at a later date than most of the other stories. They reflect a time when Mars and Venus are well-integrated into an interplanetary order, while most of Brackett's stories describe an earlier period of exploration and conflict on still wild planets.[hide]
   v â�¢ d â�¢ e
   The Leigh Brackett Solar System


Planets Mercury - Venus - Mars - Jupiter


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leigh_Brackett_Solar_System
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Leigh Brackett's Future History--An Examination : z non-fiction - 5.0 - Analysis 


LEIGH BRACKETT'S FUTURE HISTORY - An Examination


It is well known that Leigh Brackett has a group of stories that share a common setting, and that those are based on the planets of the Solar System, primarily on Venus and Mars.


However, there is much other SF included in 50+ short stories and ten novels.


I thought it might be interesting to see what work might coherently fit in one Future History, even if it was never explicitly stated.  I haven't seen anything written talking about the interstellar and other stories in general, whereas there are good articles at Wikipedia about the planetary romance era.


Very few dates are given in Brackett stories, so this is an attempt at division into rough periods, in order.  There is no mention of medical technology or lifespans given for humans, either, at least insofar as they may differ from the known range of readers of the times.
   ELIMINATION OF WORK


Firstly, there are definitely a small number of works that definitely do not.  The novel The Long Tomorrow and its on-Earth postapocalyptic lost technology religious setting definitely does not.


Secondly, the short story The Tweener has a soldier return from a Mars that is empty apart from some small rabbit-like native animals, that are actually discovered to be sentient.  This is not relevant.


Thirdly, The Citadel of Lost Ages is set on a future earth that astronomical calamity has caused to have a Darkside and a Lightside, like Mercury.  There is no evidence of such directly in any work.  It is in fact somewhat Planet of the Apes-like, Darkside notwithstanding, with hybrid beastmen running the planet, and humans as slaves.  An outsider enters with forgotten knowledge, a trove of past human technology including atomic power.  Nothing is mentioned of spacefaring or starship technology.  Therefore it is extremely unlikely this story is relevant.


Fourthly, her last story, 'Mommies and Daddies' has a near future Earth dystopia ravaged by a drug destroyed populace and their abandoned children.  Or at leas the American part is. This certainly does not fit with the rest of the Future History.  Given these multiple bad times on Earth stories all do not seem to fit at all, it is presumably deliberate on her part. 


Fifthly, Runaway is obviously out thematically with its investigation of the psychological destabilisation of an accountant.  Content makes this certain: "He knew that Venus was important because it produced very large amounts of uranium, thorium, germanium, and a lot of other things that Earth was using up too fast. And that was all he knew, except that people had to live there under domes, and that it never rained."


Lastly, I have not seen the story 'Last Call From Sector 9-G', and no-one seems to know what it is about that I have asked.  My guess is this might be an inclusion in the Future History, from the title. 
   CREATIVE MYTHOGRAPHY


If you want to believe in this exercise, the greatest problem is the lack of explicit reference to the interstellar travel at the same time that there is intense focus on the local Solar System, so you have to get past that in a handwaving manner.  Brackett of course was American, so you could perhaps assume that the Solar System chroniclers have the same intense inward looking focus that Americans do. The colonisation does have an American flavour. That is, making the happenings around other stars analogous to international affairs as far as interest goes for the average denizen of either at the time. There may also be author notes or mostly forgotten conversations that render this particular exercise moot, but these are unlikely to ever come to light to trouble us, given the passing of multiple decades already. Spaceports are mentioned often, without detailing the types of ships they serve. Certainly starships are given names like Stellar and Starflight.


ONE MILLION YEARS BC


Some background is given of Martian ancient history:


There is a reference to the Quiru living a million years ago or so, which sounds like an extremely rough ballpark figure.  Rhiannon was a Quiru, see The Sword of Rhiannon. "The Quiru, said the myths, had for that sin crushed Rhiannon and locked him into a hidden tomb. And for more than a million years men had hunted the Tomb of Rhiannon because they believed it held the secrets of Rhiannon's power."
   ANCIENT SEA-KINGS AND OTHER WEIRD TALES


1) Mars


Much later, on a far wetter Mars the Dhuvians ruled an empire as seen in Sea-Kings of Mars.  As told to Matt Carse:""You know at least that since long ago there have been human peoples on our world and also the not-quite-human peoples, the Halflings. Of the humans the great Quiru, who are gone, were the greatest. They had so much science and wisdom that they're still revered as superhuman.
   "But there were also the Halflings-the races who are manlike but not descended of the same blood. The Swimmers, who sprang from the sea-creatures, and the Sky Folk, who came from the winged things-and the Dhuvians, who are from the serpent.""


An alien race with advanced technology was also living in the City of Shandakor, as per The Last Days of Shandakor.  While not a million years in the past, tens of thousands of years it would have taken Mars to dry out.


Also The Thinkers, as mentioned in Shadow Over Mars also likely also were around tens of thousands of years in the past: "But these Thinkers have done a lot of good from time to time."
   Mak nodded. "Sure. Theoretically at least they guide the viewpoint of Mars-when they feel like bothering. It has to be some big important split, like the inter-hemispheric war back in Sixty-two Thousand and Seven, when the Sea Kings had trouble."


As did the Prira Cen: "Ancient things. Things deeply buried, nearly forgotten, clouded by superstition and legend. Forty thousand yearsâ��" from The Sorcer of Rhiannon.


The serially immortal Ramas had also existed since long in the past as talked about in Queen of the Martian Catacombs/The Secret of Sinharat. The Rama Berild talks of just one relationship:"'Delgaun has had me for a thousand years, and I am weary of him. So very weary!'"  Given they are the last of their people, they must have existed a lot further back in the past.


2) Earth 


Brackett appears to have liked Robert E. Howard and Abraham Merritt. As far as Howard goes, from The Jewel Of Bas: "He gave them a lament, one of the wild dark things the Cimmerians sing at the bier of a chief and very appropriate to the occasion" and "The priests of Dagon, of all the temples of Atlantis, spoke against me. I had to run away. I roamed the whole earth before the Flood, carrying the Stone."  


Her husband of course was a writer for Weird Tales, so these are likely a small nod towards a favored writer. A further nod to the Weird Tales boys: "Ciaran, because he was a gypsy and a thief and had music in him like a drunkard has wine, had heard it, deep in the black forests of Hyperborea where even gypsies seldom go."  The Jewel Of Bas is itself set on a hidden world in the Solar System.


Lord of the Earthquake is an Abraham Merritt style adventure where two men enter a portal that takes them back twelve thousand years in the past to Ancient Mu.  So a tribute by story type, with Brackett of course injecting one of her favored hardboiled misfit-types in the character of Coh Langham.  There may even ben a Doyle influence : "I devoured Burroughs, Haggard, Balmer and Wylie, Doyle's unforgettable "Maracot Deep," with this exploration of the deep in a submarine.  The same applying to 'Out Of the Sea', with its attack on the USA by human created sea monsters.


The horror story The Tapestry Gate also has an otherworldly portal contained therein, but is utilised in an horrific vein, as opposed to fantasy adventure.


So Brackett has linked Mu, Atlantis, Cimmeria, Hyperborea and Lovecraftian Elder Gods in to the ancient background of her work. 


3) Venus


There were no advanced technological or even literate cultures on Venus, so any history as yet known is limited to fragmented oral traditions, divulged grudgingly, if remembered at all, such as those of the Moon Cult.


4) Mercury


A much harsher place than Venus, aliens such as Shannach, long-lived, may have been there in the past, but not literate natives, so nothing is known.
   RIO BRAVOS


There is no reason, in a creative mythography sense, that the adventures of sheriff John T. Chance in protecting his town along with his friends cannot be included here, or even James Beckwourth's frontier work.  There is actually no direct mention of the historical 19th century at all that I am aware of in her stories other than these.
   L.A. CONFIDENTIAL


As goes the Wild West, the same for the mean streets of 1940s USA and the crooks, cops, dicks, dames and other unfortunates in the following: No Good from a Corpse, Stranger At Home, Murder Is Bigamy, Red-Headed Poison, Murder in the Family Design for Dying, I Feel Bad Killing You, No Star Is Lost and The Misfortune Teller or even the late fifties in The Tiger Among Us, An Eye For an Eye, and So Pale, So Cold, So Fair. The sixties are represented by Silent Partner and The True Death of Juanito Rodriguez.
   THEY WALK AMONG US


The 1950s saw aliens with starfaring capability come into contact with humans who discovered what they were, but only in isolated incidents.  Wisely, they appeared to have kept away from the big cities.  Possibly due to the prevalence of too many smart investigators in places like Los Angeles that may have discovered them eventually and blown the whistle.


In 1950, a local Newhale reporter discovers the Hrylliannu using the area to bring people to Earth in The Queer Ones.  In fact, there is even a hybrid child produced, but they cover their tracks well.  This year also saw a Pennsylvania farmer and his children encounter joyriding alien children in The Truants.  Parents from both worlds were happy for no-one to know about this.


Cornwall in 1952 sees earthman Michael Trehearne discover he is of Varddan extraction in The Starmen Of Lyrdis. As such he possesses the mutant gene to allow him to survive their particularly exacting form of interstellar travel, over which they have a monopoly.  As we see here, and with later human ingenuity on display, the Varddans are far from the only people with interstellar travel technology, so they rapidly become of little interest, barely a curiosity.  Those that require genetic quirks to survive space travel are not going to be able to compete with the crews of ships that do not, by sheer weight of numbers.
   THE COMING OF THE TERRANS


A detailed examination of the colonisation era of the Inner Worlds is beyond the scope of this article (see the Wikipedia articles), but the collection above does give some dates:


There were conflicts and uprisings on Mars that were pro-native.  The Martians were more technologically advanced and capable than the native Venusians, so did not suffer the same wars and brutal colonialist programs of slaughter and military action.


1998 The Beast-Jewel of Mars
   2016 Mars Minus Bisha
   2024 The Last Days of Shandakor
   2031 Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon
   2038 The Road to Sinharat


Queen of the Martian Catacombs would happen around these times as mention is made of the Shanga trade in that story: "Stark realized now what secret vice Kala sold here. Shanga â�� the going back â�� the radiation that caused temporary artificial atavism and let men wallow for a time in beasthood. It was supposed to have been stamped out when the Lady Fand's dark Shanga ring had been destroyed. But it still persisted, in places like this outside the law."  So the later Stark stories Black Amazon of Mars and Enchantress of Venus should all be in this range, them or their expanded versions. 


In Cube From Space, there is an encounter with representatives of two interstellar capable alien races:"I am Crom. I was king once, in a land called Yf. And they are the Rakshi. The time came when we had to fight them, we humans, because we couldn't take any more."
   THE BIG JUMP OUTWARDS


Things changed considerably when the Cochrane Company make the breakthrough to discover a method of fast interstellar travel thanks to their engineer Ballantyne and his drive (The Big Jump).  The failure of Barnard II as a colony and exploitation site because of the Transurane was never going to deter further exploration. Nor was the fact that prototypes will have problems. "... whole robot-shift for the drive had bugs in it. The relays won't take the load. Rip it out and rebuild it ..."  Even though the Cochranes may lost the taste for it, others would not.
   PLANETARY SURVEY


The Preliminary Planetary Survey revisits Barnard II in How Bright the Stars: "It was a hellish world to be wandering on, this second planet of Barnard's Star."... "Man had finally made the Big Jump outward, with the Wenz-Boroda FTL (faster-than-light) drive, and the exploration of the galaxy had begun."  The more stable starship propulsion technology had made this possible.  Men could also live on Barnard II if they wanted to, but as Jerry Baird discovers, it is still pointless.  The galaxy is a hostile environment, in general, but has countless other stars to explore.


Here man has been concentrating on nearby reachable neighbourhood stars, such as Altair in The Woman From Altair.  One of the spacemen here actually brings back a wife from one of the Altairan planets, to tragic consequences.
   GALACTIC SURVEY


So succesful has man been at least with the ability to explore, if not the usefulness of end targets even getting to stars and planets without name so many have been visited. The Galactic Survey era shows the technology has been developed to enable ships to push past the nearby sites such as Barnard's Star, Proxima and Alpha Centauri, etc. 


During The Shadows tired and disillusioned Exploration Team leader Barrier finds the remnants of a race destroyed by astrological catastrophe, and their faithful doglike servants. "Maybe there enough worth in us that here and there some little world will give us another chance. Anyway, it's nice to know there's one place where we have some friends.""


An explicit reference to a far away settlement is givein in Come Sing the Moons of Moravenn. The planet in this story has a topaz colored star in the vicinity of the Vela Spur, which could mean it is up to thousands of light years away.


However, things do change, as should have pleased Barrier greatly.  There is a Galactic Union out there, and races involved in this organisation do come into contact with Earth and the Solar System.  In fact, in All the Colors of the Rainbow Mintakan weather engineers on Earth have a violent encounteer with nowheresville USA racist rednecks. As the engineer Flin notes: "It was his first big job on his own responsibility, with no superior closer than Galactic Center, which was a long way off."  Racism has always been in existence in the Solar System, but such recidivism again is not going to deter the benefits of expansion and exploration.  


Sometimes though, it takes some special people becoming involved to sort some planets out.  To whit, Simon Ashton and Eric John Stark in The Ginger Star: " A newly discovered, newly opened world called Skaith that hardly anyone had ever heard of, except at Galactic Center. Skaith was not a member of the Union but there had been a consulate. Someone had called to the Union for help, and Ashton was the man who went to see about it."
   INTERPLANETARY WARS


Even though expansion can take off some of the population pressure, resources are still an issue, and wars still happen.  Mars is particularly water-poor when looking to rapidly increase population by colonisation.


While not a war, Water Pirate is certainly about resources. "It was early in 2418 that the Solar System realized that there was a Water Pirate. The great tanker ships, carrying water to the rich dry-world mines and colonies, began to vanish from the space-lanes, with their convoys. The Trans-Galactic Convoy Fleet, which for two hundred years had kept the space-ways safe, was suddenly helpless."


The Earth-Venus War saw Mars neutral in No Man's Land In Space, and Mars also fought against the Jovians with Earth and Venus as seen in Outpost On Io.


Mars fought a World War in 2504, then became embroiled in an Interplanetary conflict later in the 26th century and tried a disguised sneak attack on Venus, which was foiled in Interplanetary Reporter.


In A World Is Born: "who had conceived this plan of building a new world for the destitute and desperate veterans of the Second Interplanetary War".  It is not clear if this is meant to refer to one of the past wars, as a well understood by veterans term, or a completely new conflict.  It is possible that the Second Interplanetary War meant is referenced in Thralls Of the Endless Night, with a documentary discovery: "Treaty of Alliance between the Sovereign Earth and the Union of Jovian Moons, providing for Earthly colonization and development of the said Moons, and mutual aid against Aggressor Worlds.
   A single sheet fell out of the bundle. "...have taken the precaution of Halm, the treaty secretly in a ship of colonists, in care of the captain who knows nothing of its nature. It has been rumored that our mutual enemy, the Martio-Venusian Alliance, may try to intercept it, possibly with the aid of hired pirates. This would, as you know, mean war. It is my prayer that the treaty will safely..."
   STABILIZATION AND DESPERATION


Alpha Centauri or Die shows a Solar System government either disillusioned with interstellar travel, or perhaps having more jackboot clad reasons.  They do not want the people to have the freedom to travel and communicate in an uncontrolled fashion. This is explained by the bitter would be escapees: "But damn them all eternally, even so. Because of them all the Stabilization Acts had passed. Trade Stabilization. Population Stabilization. Crop Stabilization. The busy minds of the experts working. Take the manned ships out of space and there can't be any trade wars or any other kinds of wars. The worlds can't get at each other to fight. Stop expansion outward to the stars and eliminate the risks, the economic upsets that attend every major change, the unpredictable rise and shift of power. Stabilize. Regulate. Control. We may lose a few unimportant liberties but think what well gain. Security for all, and for all time to come! And the dark ships of the Government will keep you safe.
   ...
   The populations of the Solar System had been carefully figured to the last decimal point and portioned out among the planets according to food- and employment-potential, so that nowhere was there a scarcity or an overplus, and nobody's individual whim was allowed to upset the balance. If you wanted to change your residence from one sector or one world to another, the red tape involved was so enormous that men had been known to die of old age while waiting for a permit."


If this sort of control is extended and expanded, then the consequences could easily appear in 'Retreat To The Stars'. The 40th century shows a more extreme Soviet-like political structure in the Tri-State, compared to the more extreme right-wing colonialism or American style capitalistic expansion of earlier times.  In Retreat To the Stars there are a few rebels on an asteroid base still resisting state control.  They are desperately building a starship to escape.  The implication here is that starfaring technology is government controlled.


With a Future History of many centuries, cycles of political ideologies and experiments would not be at all surprising.  Few dates are given in Brackett stories, so the Alpha Centauri or Die/Ark of Mars situations could have been followed by relaxing restrictions and great expansionism again, cycling around again until the 40th century.


For example, A Peace and Happiness doctrine backed up by actual brainwashing technology saw President Hilton rule the Federation of Worlds in Child Of the Sun.  'There was no way out ahead, either. Mercury was there, harsh and bitter in the naked blaze of the sun. The ships of Gantry Hilton, President of the Federation of Worlds, inventor of the Psycho-Adjuster, and ruler of men's souls, were herding him down to a landing at the lonely Spaceguard outpost." The Unregenerate rebels have almost lost completely and are also looking for a place to flee. "Unregeneracy was almost dead in the inhabited worlds." Falken and Moore do so, and find an immensely powerful stellar energy being using a small world as a plaything, and hope to use him to help them survive Hiltonist oppression.


Two thousand years between The Coming of the Terrans and Retreat To the Stars leaves a lot of time for things to change and plenty of chronological slots for the above to fit in.
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p. 56 
   The first ripples of blue fire touched Dio's men. Bolts of it fastened on gun-butts, and knuckles. Men screamed and fell. Jill cried out as he tore silver ornaments from her dress.


A WORLD IS BORN
   by LEIGH BRACKETT


Mel Gray flung down his hoe with a sudden tigerish fierceness and stood erect. Tom Ward, working beside him, glanced at Gray's Indianesque profile, the youth of it hardened by war and the hells of the Eros prison blocks.


A quick flash of satisfaction crossed Ward's dark eyes. Then he grinned and said mockingly.


"Hell of a place to spend the rest of your life, ain't it?"


Mel Gray stared with slitted blue eyes down the valley. The huge sun of Mercury seared his naked body. Sweat channeled the dust on his skin. His throat ached with thirst. And the bitter landscape mocked him more than Wade's dark face.


"The rest of my life," he repeated softly. "The rest of my life!"


He was twenty-eight.


Wade spat in the damp black earth. "You ought to be gladâ��helping the unfortunate, building a haven for the derelict...."


"Shut up!" Fury rose in Gray, hotter than the boiling springs that ran p. 57from the Sunside to water the valleys. He hated Mercury. He 
   hated John Moulton and his daughter Jill, who had conceived this plan of building a new world for the destitute and desperate veterans of the Second Interplanetary War.


"I've had enough 'unselfish service'," he whispered. "I'm serving myself from now on."


Escape. That was all he wanted. Escape from these stifling valleys, from the snarl of the wind in the barren crags that towered higher than Everest into airless space. Escape from the surveillance of the twenty guards, the forced companionship of the ninety-nine other veteran-convicts.


Wade poked at the furrows between the sturdy hybrid tubers. "It ain't possible, kid. Not even for 'Duke' Gray, the 'light-fingered genius who held the Interstellar Police at a standstill for five years'." He laughed. "I read your publicity."


Gray stroked slow, earth-stained fingers over his sleek cap of yellow p. 58hair. "You think so?" he asked softly.


Dio the Martian came down the furrow, his lean, wiry figure silhouetted against the upper panorama of the valley; the neat rows of vegetables and the green riot of Venusian wheat, dotted with toiling men and their friendly guards.


Dio's green, narrowed eyes studied Gray's hard face.


"What's the matter, Gray? Trying to start something?"


"Suppose I were?" asked Gray silkily. Dio was the unofficial leader of the convict-veterans. There was about his thin body and hatchet face some of the grim determination that had made the Martians cling to their dying world and bring life to it again.


"You volunteered, like the rest of us," said the Martian. "Haven't you the guts to stick it?"


"The hell I volunteered! The IPA sent me. And what's it to you?"


"Only this." Dio's green eyes were slitted and ugly. "You've only been here a month. The rest of us came nearly a year agoâ��because we wanted to. We've worked like slaves, because we wanted to. In three weeks the crops will be in. The Moulton Project will be self-supporting. Moulton will get his permanent charter, and we'll be on our way.


"There are ninety-nine of us, Gray, who want the Moulton Project to succeed. We know that that louse Caron of Mars doesn't want it to, since pitchblende was discovered. We don't know whether you're working for him or not, but you're a troublemaker.


"There isn't to be any trouble, Gray. We're not giving the Interplanetary Prison Authority any excuse to revoke its decision and give Caron of Mars a free hand here. We'll see to anyone who tries it. Understand?"


Mel Gray took one slow step forward, but Ward's sharp, "Stow it! A guard," stopped him. The Martian worked back up the furrow. The guard, reassured, strolled back up the valley, squinting at the jagged streak of pale-grey sky that was going black as low clouds formed, only a few hundred feet above the copper cables that ran from cliff to cliff high over their heads.


"Another storm," growled Ward. "It gets worse as Mercury enters perihelion. Lovely world, ain't it?"


"Why did you volunteer?" asked Gray, picking up his hoe.


Ward shrugged. "I had my reasons."


Gray voiced the question that had troubled him since his transfer. "There were hundreds on the waiting list to replace the man who died. Why did they send me, instead?"


"Some fool blunder," said Ward carelessly. And then, in the same casual tone, "You mean it, about escaping?"


Gray stared at him. "What's it to you?"


Ward moved closer. "I can help you?"


A stab of mingled hope and wary suspicion transfixed Gray's heart. Ward's dark face grinned briefly into his, with a flash of secretive black eyes, and Gray was conscious of distrust.


"What do you mean, help me?"


Dio was working closer, watching them. The first growl of thunder rattled against the cliff faces. It was dark now, the pink flames of the Dark-side aurora visible beyond the valley mouth.


"I've gotâ��connections," returned Ward cryptically. "Interested?"


Gray hesitated. There was too much he couldn't understand. Moreover, he was a lone wolf. Had been since the Second Interplanetary War wrenched him from the quiet backwater of his country home an eternity of eight years before and hammered him into hardnessâ��a cynic who trusted nobody and nothing but Mel 'Duke' Gray.


"If you have connections," he said slowly, "why don't you use 'em yourself?"


"I got my reasons." Again that secretive grin. "But it's no hide off you, p. 59is it? All you want is to get away."


That was true. It would do no harm to hear what Ward had to say.


Lightning burst overhead, streaking down to be caught and grounded by the copper cables. The livid flare showed Dio's face, hard with worry and determination. Gray nodded.


"Tonight, then," whispered Ward. "In the barracks."


Out from the cleft where Mel Gray worked, across the flat plain of rock stripped naked by the wind that raved across it, lay the deep valley that sheltered the heart of the Moulton Project.


Hot springs joined to form a steaming river. Vegetation grew savagely under the huge sun. The air, kept at almost constant temperature by the blanketing effect of the hot springs, was stagnant and heavy.


But up above, high over the copper cables that crossed every valley where men ventured, the eternal wind of Mercury screamed and snarled between the naked cliffs.


Three concrete domes crouched on the valley floor, housing barracks, tool-shops, kitchens, store-houses, and executive quarters, connected by underground passages. Beside the smallest dome, joined to it by a heavily barred tunnel, was an insulated hangar, containing the only space ship on Mercury.


In the small dome, John Moulton leaned back from a pile of reports, took a pinch of Martian snuff, sneezed lustily, and said.


"Jill, I think we've done it."


The grey-eyed, black-haired young woman turned from the quartzite window through which she had been watching the gathering storm overhead. The thunder from other valleys reached them as a dim barrage which, at this time of Mercury's year, was never still.


"I don't know," she said. "It seems that nothing can happen now, and yet.... It's been too easy."


"Easy!" snorted Moulton. "We've broken our backs fighting these valleys. And our nerves, fighting time. But we've licked 'em!"


He rose, shaggy grey hair tousled, grey eyes alight.


"I told the IPA those men weren't criminals. And I was right. They can't deny me the charter now. No matter how much Caron of Mars would like to get his claws on this radium."


He took Jill by the shoulders and shook her, laughing.


"Three weeks, girl, that's all. First crops ready for harvest, first pay-ore coming out of the mines. In three weeks my permanent charter will have to be granted, according to agreement, and then....


"Jill," he added solemnly, "we're seeing the birth of a world."


"That's what frightens me." Jill glanced upward as the first flare of lightning struck down, followed by a crash of thunder that shook the dome.


"So much can happen at a birth. I wish the three weeks were over!"


"Nonsense, girl! What could possibly happen?"


She looked at the copper cables, burning with the electricity running along them, and thought of the one hundred and twenty-two souls in that narrow Twilight Beltâ��with the fierce heat of the Sunside before them and the spatial cold of the Shadow side at their backs, fighting against wind and storm and heat to build a world to replace the ones the War had taken from them.


"So much could happen," she whispered. "An accident, an escape...."


The inter-dome telescreen buzzed its signal. Jill, caught in a queer mood of premonition, went to it.


The face of Dio the Martian appeared on the screen, still wet and dirty from the storm-soaked fields, disheveled from his battle across the plain in the chaotic winds.


"I want to see you, Miss Moulton," he said. "There's something funny I think you ought to know."


"Of course," said Jill, and met her p. 60father's eyes. "I think we'll see, now, which one of us is right."


The barracks were quiet, except for the mutter of distant thunder and the heavy breathing of exhausted men. Tom Ward crouched in the darkness by Mel Gray's bunk.


"You ain't gonna go soft at the last minute, are you?" he whispered. "Because I can't afford to take chances."


"Don't worry," Gray returned grimly. "What's your proposition?"


"I can give you the combination to the lock of the hangar passage. All you have to do is get into Moulton's office, where the passage door is, and go to it. The ship's a two-seater. You can get her out of the valley easy."


Gray's eyes narrowed in the dark. "What's the catch?"


"There ain't none. I swear it."


"Look, Ward. I'm no fool. Who's behind this, and why?"


"That don't make no difference. All you want ... ow!"


Gray's fingers had fastened like steel claws on his wrist.


"I get it, now," said Gray slowly. "That's why I was sent here. Somebody wanted me to make trouble for Moulton." His fingers tightened agonizingly, and his voice sank to a slow drawl.


"I don't like being a pawn in somebody else's chess game."


"Okay, okay! It ain't my fault. Lemme go." Ward rubbed his bruised wrist. "Sure, somebodyâ��I ain't sayin' whoâ��sent you here, knowin' you'd want to escape. I'm here to help you. You get free, I get paid, the Big Boy gets what he wants. Okay?"


Gray was silent, scowling in the darkness. Then he said.


"All right. I'll take a chance."


"Then listen. You tell Moulton you have a complaint. I'll...."


Light flooded the dark as the door clanged open. Ward leaped like a startled rabbit, but the light speared him, held him. Ward felt a pulse of excitement beat up in him.


The long ominous shadows of the guards raised elongated guns. The barracks stirred and muttered, like a vast aviary waking.


"Ward and Gray," said one of the guards. "Moulton wants you."


Gray rose from his bunk with the lithe, delicate grace of a cat. The monotony of sleep and labor was ended. Something had broken. Life was once again a moving thing.


John Moulton sat behind the untidy desk. Dio the Martian sat grimly against the wall. There was a guard beside him, watching.


Mel Gray noted all this as he and Ward came in. But his cynical blue eyes went beyond, to a door with a ponderous combination lock. Then they were attracted by something elseâ��the tall, slim figure standing against the black quartz panes of the far wall.


It was the first time he had seen Jill Moulton. She looked the perfect sober apostle of righteousness he'd learned to mock. And then he saw the soft cluster of black curls, the curve of her throat above the dark dress, the red lips that balanced her determined jaw and direct grey eyes.


Moulton spoke, his shaggy head hunched between his shoulders.


"Dio tells me that you, Gray, are not a volunteer."


"Tattletale," said Gray. He was gauging the distance to the hangar door, the positions of the guards, the time it would take to spin out the combination. And he knew he couldn't do it.


"What were you and Ward up to when the guards came?"


"I couldn't sleep," said Gray amiably. "He was telling me bedtime stories." Jill Moulton was lovely, he couldn't deny that. Lovely, but not soft. She gave him an idea.


Moulton's jaw clamped. "Cut the comedy, Gray. Are you working for Caron of Mars?"


Caron of Mars, chairman of the board of the Interplanetary Prison Authority. Dio had mentioned him. Gray smiled in understanding. Caron p. 61of Mars had sent him, Gray, to Mercury. Caron of Mars was helping him, through Ward, to escape. Caron of Mars wanted 
   Mercury for his own purposesâ��and he could have it.


"In a manner of speaking, Mr. Moulton," he said gravely, "Caron of Mars is working for me."


He caught Ward's sharp hiss of remonstrance. Then Jill Moulton stepped forward.


"Perhaps he doesn't understand what he's doing, Father." Her eyes met Gray's. "You want to escape, don't you?"


Gray studied her, grinning as the slow rose flushed her skin, the corners of her mouth tightening with anger.


"Go on," he said. "You have a nice voice."


Her eyes narrowed, but she held her temper.


"You must know what that would mean, Gray. There are thousands of veterans in the prisons now. Their offenses are mostly trivial, but the Prison Authority can't let them go, because they have no jobs, no homes, no money.


"The valleys here are fertile. There are mines rich in copper and pitchblende. The men have a chance for a home and a job, a part in building a new world. We hope to make Mercury an independent, self-governing member of the League of Worlds."


"With the Moultons as rulers, of course," Gray murmured.


"If they want us," answered Jill, deliberately missing the point. "Do you think you have the right to destroy all we've worked for?"


Gray was silent. Rather grimly, she went on.


"Caron of Mars would like to see us defeated. He didn't care about Mercury before radium was discovered. But now he'd like to turn it into a prison mining community, with convict labor, leasing mine grants to corporations and cleaning up big fortunes for himself and his associates.


"Any trouble here will give him an excuse to say that we've failed, that the Project is a menace to the Solar System. If you try to escape, you wreck everything we've done. If you don't tell the truth, you may cost thousands of men their futures.


"Do you understand? Will you cooperate?"


Gray said evenly, "I'm my own keeper, now. My brother will have to take care of himself."


It was ridiculously easy, she was so earnest, so close to him. He had a brief kaleidoscope of impressionsâ��Ward's sullen bewilderment, Moulton's angry roar, Dio's jerky rise to his feet as the guards grabbed for their guns.


Then he had his hands around her slim, firm throat, her body pressed close to his, serving as a shield against bullets.


"Don't be rash," he told them all quietly. "I can break her neck quite easily, if I have to. Ward, unlock that door."


In utter silence, Ward darted over and began to spin the dial. At last he said, "Okay, c'mon."


Gray realized that he was sweating. Jill was like warm, rigid marble in his hands. And he had another idea.


"I'm going to take the girl as a hostage," he announced. "If I get safely away, she'll be turned loose, her health and virtue still intact. Good night."


The clang of the heavy door had a comforting sound behind them.


The ship was a commercial job, fairly slow but sturdy. Gray strapped Jill Moulton into one of the bucket seats in the control room and then checked the fuel and air gauges. The tanks were full.


"What about you?" he said to Ward. "You can't go back."


"Nah. I'll have to go with you. Warm her up, Duke, while I open the dome."


He darted out. Gray set the atmosphere motors idling. The dome slid open, showing the flicker of the auroras, where areas of intense heat and cold set up atmospheric tension by p. 62rapid fluctuation of adjoining air masses.


Mercury, cutting the vast magnetic field of the Sun in an eccentric orbit, tortured by the daily change from blistering heat to freezing cold in the thin atmosphere, was a powerful generator of electricity.


Ward didn't come back.


Swearing under his breath, tense for the sound of pursuit in spite of the girl, Gray went to look. Out beyond the hangar, he saw a figure running.


Running hard up into the narrowing cleft of the valley, where natural galleries in the rock of Mercury led to the places where the copper cables were anchored, and farther, into the unexplored mystery of the caves.


Gray scowled, his arrogant Roman profile hard against the flickering aurora. Then he slammed the lock shut.


The ship roared out into the tearing winds of the plain. Gray cut in his rockets and blasted up, into the airless dark among the high peaks.


Jill Moulton hadn't moved or spoken.


Gray snapped on the space radio, leaving his own screen dark. Presently he picked up signals in a code he didn't know.


"Listen," he said. "I knew there was some reason for Ward's running out on me."


His Indianesque face hardened. "So that's the game! They want to make trouble for you by letting me escape and then make themselves heroes by bringing me in, preferably dead.


"They've got ships waiting to get me as soon as I clear Mercury, and they're getting stand-by instructions from somebody on the ground. The somebody that Ward was making for."


Jill's breath made a small hiss. "Somebody's near the Project...."


Gray snapped on his transmitter.


"Duke Gray, calling all ships off Mercury. Will the flagship of your reception committee please come in?"


His screen flickered to life. A man's face appearedâ��the middle-aged, soft-fleshed, almost stickily innocent face of one of the Solar Systems greatest crusaders against vice and crime.


Jill Moulton gasped. "Caron of Mars!"


"Ward gave the game away," said Gray gently. "Too bad."


The face of Caron of Mars never changed expression. But behind those flesh-hooded eyes was a cunning brain, working at top speed.


"I have a passenger," Gray went on. "Miss Jill Moulton. I'm responsible for her safety, and I'd hate to have her inconvenienced."


The tip of a pale tongue flicked across Caron's pale lips.


"That is a pity," he said, with the intonation of a preaching minister. "But I cannot stop the machinery set in motion...."


"And besides," finished Gray acidly, "you think that if Jill Moulton dies with me, it'll break John Moulton so he won't fight you at all."


His lean hand poised on the switch.


"All right, you putrid flesh-tub. Try and catch us!"


The screen went dead. Gray hunched over the controls. If he could get past them, lose himself in the glare of the Sun....


He looked aside at the stony-faced girl beside him. She was studying him contemptuously out of hard gray eyes.


"How," she said slowly, "can you be such a callous swine?"


"Callous?" He controlled the quite unreasonable anger that rose in him. "Not at all. The war taught me that if I didn't look out for myself, no one would."


"And yet you must have started out a human being."


He laughed.


The ship burst into searing sunlight. The Sunside of Mercury blazed below them. Out toward the velvet dark of space the side of a waiting ship flashed burning silver.


Even as he watched, the flare of its rockets arced against the blackness. They had been sighted.
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Gray's practised eye gauged the stranger's speed against his own, and he cursed softly. Abruptly he wheeled the ship and started down again, cutting his rockets as the shadow swallowed them. The ship was eerily silent, dropping with a rising scream as the atmosphere touched the hull.


"What are you going to do?" asked Jill almost too quietly.


He didn't answer. Maneuvering the ship on velocity between those stupendous pinnacles took all his attention. Caron, at least, couldn't follow him in the dark without exhaust flares as guides.


They swept across the wind-torn plain, into the mouth of the valley where Gray had worked, braking hard to a stop under the cables.


"You might have got past them," said Jill.


"One chance in a hundred."


Her mouth twisted. "Afraid to take it?"


He smiled harshly. "I haven't yet reached the stage where I kill women. You'll be safe hereâ��the men will find you in the morning. I'm going back, alone."


"Safe!" she said bitterly. "For what? No matter what happens, the Project is ruined."


"Don't worry," he told her brutally. "You'll find some other way to make a living."


Her eyes blazed. "You think that's all its means to us? Just money and power?" She whispered, "I hope they kill you, Duke Gray!"


He rose lazily and opened the air lock, then turned and freed her. And, sharply, the valley was bathed in a burst of light.


"Damn!" Gray picked up the sound of air motors overhead. "They must have had infra-red search beams. Well, that does it. We'll have to run for it, since this bus isn't armed."


With eerie irrelevancy, the teleradio buzzed. At this time of night, after the evening storms, some communication was possible.


Gray had a hunch. He opened the switch, and the face of John Moulton appeared on the screen. It was white and oddly still.


"Our guards saw your ship cross the plain," said Moulton quietly. "The men of the Project, led by Dio, are coming for you. I sent them, because I have decided that the life of my daughter is less important than the lives of many thousands of people.


"I appeal to you, Gray, to let her go. Her life won't save you. And it's very precious to me."


Caron's ship swept over, low above the cables, and the grinding concussion of a bomb lifted the ship, hurled it down with the stern end twisted to uselessness. The screen went dead.


Gray caught the half stunned girl. "I wish to heaven I could get rid of you!" he grated. "And I don't know why I don't!"


But she was with him when he set out down the valley, making for the cliff caves, up where the copper cables were anchored.


Caron's ship, a fast, small fighter, wheeled between the cliffs and turned back. Gray dropped flat, holding the girl down. Bombs pelted them with dirt and uprooted vegetables, started fires in the wheat. The pilot found a big enough break in the cables and came in for a landing.


Gray was up and running again. He knew the way into the explored galleries. From there on, it was anybody's guess.


Caron was brazen enough about it. The subtle way had failed. Now he was going all out. And he was really quite safe. With the broken cables to act as conductors, the first thunderstorm would obliterate all proof of his activities in this valley. Mercury, because of its high electrical potential, was cut off from communication with other worlds. Moulton, even if he had knowledge of what went on, could not send for help.


Gray wondered briefly what Caron intended to do in case he, Gray, made good his escape. That outpost in the p. 64main valley, for which 
   Ward had been heading, wasn't kept for fun. Besides, Caron was too smart to have only one string to his bow.


Shouts, the spatter of shots around them. The narrow trail loomed above. Gray sent the girl scrambling up.


The sun burst up over the high peaks, leaving the black shadow of the valley still untouched. Caron's ship roared off. But six of its crew came after Gray and Jill Moulton.


The chill dark of the tunnel mouth swallowed them. Keeping right to avoid the great copper posts that held the cables, strung through holes drilled in the solid rock of the gallery's outer wall, Gray urged the girl along.


The cleft his hand was searching for opened. Drawing the girl inside, around a jutting shoulder, he stopped, listening.


Footsteps echoed outside, grew louder, swept by. There was no light. But the steps were too sure to have been made in the dark.


"Infra-red torches and goggles," Gray said tersely, "You see, but your quarry doesn't. Useful gadget. Come on."


"But where? What are you going to do?"


"Escape, girl. Remember? They smashed my ship. But there must be another one on Mercury. I'm going to find it."


"I don't understand."


"You probably never will. Here's where I leave you. That Martian Galahad will be along any minute. He'll take you home."


Her voice came soft and puzzled through the dark.


"I don't understand you, Gray. You wouldn't risk my life. Yet you're turning me loose, knowing that I might save you, knowing that I'll hunt you down if I can. I thought you were a hardened cynic."


"What makes you think I'm not?"


"If you were, you'd have kicked me out the waste tubs of the ship and gone on. You'd never have turned back."


"I told you," he said roughly, "I don't kill women." He turned away, but her harsh chuckle followed him.


"You're a fool, Gray. You've lost truthâ��and you aren't even true to your lie."


He paused, in swift anger. Voices the sound of running men, came up from the path. He broke into a silent run, following the dying echoes of Caron's men.


"Run, Gray!" cried Jill. "Because we're coming after you!"


The tunnels, ancient blowholes for the volcanic gases that had tortured Mercury with the raising of the titanic mountains, sprawled in a labyrinthine network through those same vast peaks. Only the galleries lying next the valleys had been explored. Man's habitation on Mercury had been too short.


Gray could hear Caron's men circling about through connecting tunnels, searching. It proved what he had already guessed. He was taking a desperate chance. But the way back was closedâ��and he was used to taking chances.


The geography of the district was clear in his mindâ��the valley he had just left and the main valley, forming an obtuse angle with the apex out on the wind-torn plain and a double range of mountains lying out between the sides of the triangle.


Somewhere there was a passage through those peaks. Somewhere there was a landing place, and ten to one there was a ship on it. Caron would never have left his men stranded, on the off chance that they might be discovered and used in evidence against him.


The men now hunting him knew their way through the tunnels, probably with the aid of markings that fluoresced under infra-red light. They were going to take him through, too.


They were coming closer. He waited far up in the main gallery, in the mouth of a side tunnel. Now, behind p. 65them, he could hear Dio's 
   men. The noise of Caron's outfit stopped, then began again, softly.


Gray smiled, his sense of humor pleased. He tensed, waiting.


The rustle of cloth, the furtive creak of leather, the clink of metal equipment. Heavy breathing. Somebody whispered,


"Who the hell's that back there?"


"Must be men from the Project. We'd better hurry."


"We've got to find that damned Gray first," snapped the first voice grimly. "Caron'll burn us if we don't."


Gray counted six separate footsteps, trying to allow for the echoes. When he was sure the last man was by, he stepped out. The noise of Dio's hunt was growingâ��there must be a good many of them.


Covered by their own echoes, he stole up on the men ahead. His groping hand brushed gently against the clothing of the last man in the group. Gauging his distance swiftly, he went into action.


One hand fastened over the fellow's mouth. The other, holding a good-sized rock, struck down behind the ear. Gray eased the body down with scarcely a sound.


Their uniforms, he had noticed, were not too different from his prison garb. In a second he had stripped goggles, cap, and gun-belt from the body, and was striding after the others.


They moved like five eerie shadows now, in the queer light of the leader's lamp. Small fluorescent markings guided them. The last man grunted over his shoulder,


"What happened to you?"


"Stumbled," whispered Gray tersely, keeping his head down. A whisper is a good disguise for the voice. The other nodded.


"Don't straggle. No fun, getting lost in here."


The leader broke in. "We'll circle again. Be careful of that Project bunchâ��they'll be using ordinary light. And be quiet!"


They went, through connecting passages. The noise of Dio's party grew ominously loud. Abruptly, the leader swore.


"Caron or no Caron, he's gone. And we'd better go, too."


He turned off, down a different tunnel, and Gray heaved a sigh of relief, remembering the body he'd left in the open. For a time the noise of their pursuers grew remote. And then, suddenly, there was an echoing clamor of footsteps, and the glare of torches on the wall of a cross-passage ahead.


Voices came to Gray, distorted by the rock vaults.


"I'm sure I heard them, just then." It was Jill's voice.


"Yeah." That was Dio. "The trouble is, where?"


The footsteps halted. Then, "Let's try this passage. We don't want to get too far into this maze."


Caron's leader blasphemed softly and dodged into a side tunnel. The man next to Gray stumbled and cried out with pain as he struck the wall, and a shout rose behind them.


The leader broke into a run, twisting, turning, diving into the maze of smaller tunnels. The sounds of pursuit faded, were lost in the tomblike silence of the caves. One of the men laughed.


"We sure lost 'em!"


"Yeah," said the leader. "We lost 'em, all right." Gray caught the note of panic in his voice. "We lost the markers, too."


"You mean...?"


"Yeah. Turning off like that did it. Unless we can find that marked tunnel, we're sunk!"


Gray, silent in the shadows, laughed a bitter, ironic laugh.


They went on, stumbling down endless black halls, losing all track of branching corridors, straining to catch the first glint of saving light. Once or twice they caught the echoes of Dio's party, and knew that they, too, were lost and wandering.


Then, quite suddenly, they came out p. 66into a vast gallery, running like a subway tube straight to left and right. A wind tore down it, hot as 
   a draught from the burning gates of Hell.


It was a moment before anyone grasped the significance of that wind. Then someone shouted,


"We're saved! All we have to do is walk against it!"


They turned left, almost running in the teeth of that searing blast. And Gray began to notice a peculiar thing.


The air was charged with electricity. His clothing stiffened and crackled. His hair crawled on his head. He could see the faint discharges of sparks from his companions.


Whether it was the effect of the charged air, or the reaction from the nervous strain of the past hours, Mel Gray began to be afraid.


Weary to exhaustion, they struggled on against the burning wind. And then they blundered out into a cave, huge as a cathedral, lighted by a queer, uncertain bluish light.


Gray caught the sharp smell of ozone. His whole body was tingling with electric tension. The bluish light seemed to be in indeterminate lumps scattered over the rocky floor. The rush of the wind under that tremendous vault was terrifying.


They stopped, Gray keeping to the background. Now was the time to evade his unconscious helpers. The moment they reached daylight, he'd be discovered.


Soft-footed as a cat, he was already hidden among the heavy shadows of the fluted walls when, he heard the voices.


They came from off to the right, a confused shout of men under fearful strain, growing louder and louder, underscored with the tramp of footsteps. Lights blazed suddenly in the cathedral dark, and from the mouth of a great tunnel some hundred yards away, the men of the Project poured into the cave.


And then, sharp and high and unexpected, a man screamed.


The lumps of blue light were moving. And a man had died. He lay on the rock, his flesh blackened jelly, with a rope of glowing light running from the metal of his gun butt to the metal buttons on his cap.


All across the vast floor of that cavern the slow, eerie ripple of motion grew. The scattered lumps melted and flowed together, converging in wavelets of blue flame upon the men.


The answer came to Gray. Those things were some form of energy-life, born of the tremendous electric tensions on Mercury. Like all electricity, they were attracted to metal.


In a sudden frenzy of motion, he ripped off his metal-framed goggles, his cap and gun-belt. The Moultons forbade metal because of the danger of lightning, and his boots were made of rubber, so he felt reasonably safe, but a tense fear ran in prickling waves across his skin.


Guns began to bark, their feeble thunder all but drowned in the vast rush of the wind. Bullets struck the oncoming waves of light with no more effect than the eruption of a shower of sparks. Gray's attention, somehow, was riveted on Jill, standing with Dio at the head of her men.


She wore ordinary light slippers, having been dressed only for indoors. And there were silver ornaments at waist and throat.


He might have escaped, then, quite unnoticed. Instead, for a reason even he couldn't understand, he ran for Jill Moulton.


The first ripples of blue fire touched the ranks of Dio's men. Bolts of it leaped upward to fasten upon gun-butts and the buckles of the cartridge belts. Men screamed, fell, and died.


An arm of the fire licked out, driving in behind Dio and the girl. The guns of Caron's four remaining men were silent, now.


Gray leaped over that hissing electric surf, running toward Jill. A hungry worm of light reared up, searching for Dio's gun. Gray's hand swept it down, to be instantly buried p. 67in a mass of glowing ropes. Dio's hatchet face snarled at him in startled anger.


Jill cried out as Gray tore the silver ornaments from her dress. "Throw down the guns!" he yelled. "It's metal they want!"


He heard his name shouted by men torn momentarily from their own terror. Dio cried, "Shoot him!" A few bullets whined past, but their immediate fear spoiled both aim and attention.


Gray caught up Jill and began to run, toward the tube from which the wind howled in the cave. Behind him, grimly, Dio followed.


The electric beasts didn't notice him. His insulated feet trampled through them, buried to the ankle in living flame, feeling queer tenuous bodies break and reform.


The wind met them like a physical barrier at the tunnel mouth. Gray put Jill down. The wind strangled him. He tore off his coat and wrapped it over the girl's head, using his shirt over his own. Jill, her black curls whipped straight, tried to fight back past him, and he saw Dio coming, bent double against the wind.


He saw something else. Something that made him grab Jill and point, his flesh crawling with swift, cold dread.


The electric beasts had finished their pleasure. The dead were cinders on the rock. The living had run back into the tunnels. And now the blue sea of fire was flowing again, straight toward the place where they stood.


It was flowing fast, and Gray sensed an urgency, an impersonal haste, as though a command had been laid upon those living ropes of flame.


The first dim rumble of thunder rolled down the wind. Gripping Jill, Gray turned up the tunnel.


The wind, compressed in that narrow throat of rock, beat them blind and breathless, beat them to their bellies, to crawl. How long it took them, they never knew.


But Gray caught glimpses of Dio the Martian crawling behind them, and behind him again, the relentless flow of the fire-things.


They floundered out onto a rocky slope, fell away beneath the suck of the wind, and lay still, gasping. It was hot. Thunder crashed abruptly, and lightning flared between the cliffs.


Gray felt a contracting of the heart. There were no cables.


Then he saw itâ��the small, fast fighter flying below them on a flat plateau. A cave mouth beside it had been closed with a plastic door. The ship was the one that had followed them. He guessed at another one behind the protecting door.


Raking the tumbled blond hair out of his eyes, Gray got up.


Jill was still sitting, her black curls bowed between her hands. There wasn't much time, but Gray yielded to impulse. Pulling her head back by the silken hair, he kissed her.


"If you ever get tired of virtue, sweetheart, look me up." But somehow he wasn't grinning, and he ran down the slope.


He was almost to the open lock of the ship when things began to happen. Dio staggered out of the wind-tunnel and sagged down beside Jill. Then, abruptly, the big door opened.


Five men came outâ��one in pilot's costume, two in nondescript apparel, one in expensive business clothes, and the fifth in dark prison garb.


Gray recognized the last two. Caron of Mars and the errant Ward.


They were evidently on the verge of leaving. But they looked cheerful. Caron's sickly-sweet face all but oozed honey, and Ward was grinning his rat's grin.


Thunder banged and rolled among the rocks. Lightning flared in the cloudy murk. Gray saw the hull of a second ship beyond the door. Then the newcomers had seen him, and the two on the slope.


Guns ripped out of holsters. Gray's heart began to pound slowly. He, and Jill and Dio, were caught on that p. 68naked slope, with the flood 
   of electric death at their backs.


His Indianesque face hardened. Bullets whined round him as he turned back up the slope, but he ran doubled over, putting all his hope in the tricky, uncertain light.


Jill and the Martian crouched stiffly, not knowing where to turn. A flare of lightning showed Gray the first of the firethings, flowing out onto the ledge, hidden from the men below.


"Back into the cave!" he yelled. His urgent hand fairly lifted Dio. The Martian glared at him, then obeyed. Bullets snarled against the rock. The light was too bad for accurate shooting, but luck couldn't stay with them forever.


Gray glanced over his shoulder as they scrambled up on the ledge. Caron waited by his ship. Ward and the others were charging the slope. Gray's teeth gleamed in a cruel grin.


Sweeping Jill into his arms, he stepped into the lapping flow of fire. Dio swore viciously, but he followed. They started toward the cave mouth, staggering in the rush of the wind.


"For God's sake, don't fall," snapped Gray. "Here they come!"


The pilot and one of the nondescript men were the first over. They were into the river of fire before they knew, it, and then it was too late. One collapsed and was buried. The pilot fell backward, and then other man died under his body, of a broken neck.


Ward stopped. Gray could see his face, dark and hard and calculating. He studied Gray and Dio, and the dead men. He turned and looked back at Caron. Then, deliberately, he stripped off his gun belt, threw down his gun, and waded into the river.


Gray remembered, then, that Ward too wore rubber boots, and had no metal on him.


Ward came on, the glowing ropes sliding surf-like around his boots. Very carefully. Gray handed Jill to Dio.


"If I die too," he said, "there's only Caron down there. He's too fat to stop you."


Jill spoke, but he turned his back. He was suddenly confused, and it was almost pleasant to be able to lose his confusion in fighting. Ward had stopped some five feet away. Now he untied the length of tough cord that served him for a belt.


Gray nodded. Ward would try to throw a twist around his ankle and trip him. Once his body touched those swarming creatures....


He tensed, watchfully. The rat's grin was set on Ward's dark face. The cord licked out.


But it caught Gray's throat instead of his ankle!


Ward laughed and braced himself. Cursing, Gray caught at the rope. But friction held it, and Ward pulled, hard. His face purpling, Gray could still commend Ward's strategy. In taking Gray off guard, he'd more than made up what he lost in point of leverage.


Letting his body go with the pull, Gray flung himself at Ward. Blood blinded him, his heart was pounding, but he thought he foresaw Ward's next move. He let himself be pulled almost within striking distance.


Then, as Ward stepped, aside, jerking the rope and thrusting out a tripping foot, Gray made a catlike shift of balance and bent over.


His hands almost touched that weird, flowing surf as they clasped Ward's boot. Throwing all his strength into the lift, he hurled Ward backward.


Ward screamed once and disappeared under the blue fire. Gray clawed the rope from his neck. And then, suddenly, the world began to sway under him. He knew he was falling.


Some one's hand caught him, held him up. Fighting down his vertigo as his breath came back, he saw that it was Jill.


"Why?" he gasped, but her answer was lost in a titanic roar of thunder. Lightning blasted down. Dio's voice p. 69reached him, thin and 
   distant through the clamor.


"We'll be killed! These damn things will attract the bolts!"


It was true. All his work had been for nothing. Looking up into that low, angry sky, Gray knew he was going to die.


Quite irrelevantly, Jill's words in the tunnel came back to him. "You're a fool ... lost truth ... not true to lie!"


Now, in this moment, she couldn't lie to him. He caught her shoulders cruelly, trying to read her eyes.


Very faintly through the uproar, he heard her. "I'm sorry for you, Gray. Good man, gone to waste."


Dio stifled a scream. Thunder crashed between the sounding boards of the cliffs. Gray looked up.


A titanic bolt of lightning shot down, straight for them. The burning blue surf was agitated, sending up pseudopods uncannily like worshipping arms. The bolt struck.


The air reeked of ozone, but Gray felt no shock. There was a hiss, a vast stirring of creatures around him. The blue light glowed, purpled.


Another bolt struck down, and another, and still they were not dead. The fire-things had become a writhing, joyous tangle of tenuous bodies, glowing bright and brighter.


Stunned, incredulous, the three humans stood. The light was now an eye-searing violet. Static electricity tingled through them in eerie waves. But they were not burned.


"My God," whispered Gray. "They eat it. They eat lightning!"


Not daring to move, they stood watching that miracle of alien life, the feeding of living things on raw current. And when the last bolt had struck, the tide turned and rolled back down the wind-tunnel, a blinding river of living light.


Silently, the three humans went down the rocky slope to where Caron of Mars cowered in the silver ship. No bolt had come near it. And now Caron came to meet them.


His face was pasty with fear, but the old cunning still lurked in his eyes.


"Gray," he said. "I have an offer to make."


"Well?"


"You killed my pilot," said Caron suavely. "I can't fly, myself. Take me off, and I'll pay you anything you want."


"In bullets," retorted Gray. "You won't want witnesses to this."


"Circumstances force me. Physically, you have the advantage."


Jill's fingers caught his arm. "Don't, Gray! The Project...."


Caron faced her. "The Project is doomed in any case. My men carried out my secondary instructions. All the cables in your valley have been cut. There is a storm now ready to break.


"In fifteen minutes or so, everything will be destroyed, except the domes. Regrettable, but...." He shrugged.


Jill's temper blazed, choking her so that she could hardly speak.


"Look at him, Gray," she whispered. "That's what you're so proud of being. A cynic, who believes in nothing but himself. Look at him!"


Gray turned on her.


"Damn you!" he grated. "Do you expect me to believe you, with the world full of hypocrites like him?"


Her eyes stopped him. He remembered Moulton, pleading for her life. He remembered how she had looked back there at the tunnel, when they had been sure of death. Some of his assurance was shaken.


"Listen," he said harshly. "I can save your valley. There's a chance in a million of coming out alive. Will you die for what you believe in?"


She hesitated, just for a second. Then she looked at Dio and said, "Yes."


Gray turned. Almost lazily, his fist snapped up and took Caron on his flabby jaw.


"Take care of him, Dio," he grunted. Then he entered the ship, herding the white-faced girl before him.
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The ship hurtled up into airless space, where the blinding sunlight lay in sharp shadows on the rock. Over the ridge and down again, with the Project hidden under a surf of storm-clouds.


Cutting in the air motors, Gray dropped. Black, bellowing darkness swallowed them. Then he saw the valley, with the copper cables fallen, and the wheat already on fire in several places.


Flying with every bit of his skill, he sought the narrowest part of the valley and flipped over in a racking loop. The stern tubes hit rock. The nose slammed down on the opposite wall, wedging the ship by sheer weight.


Lightning gathered in a vast javelin and flamed down upon them. Jill flinched and caught her breath. The flame hissed along the hull and vanished into seared and blackened rock.


"Still willing to die for principle?" asked Gray brutally.


She glared at him. "Yes," she snapped. "But I hate having to die in your company!"


She looked down at the valley. Lightning struck with monotonous regularity on the hull, but the valley was untouched. Jill smiled, though her face was white, her body rigid with waiting.


It was the smile that did it. Gray looked at her, her tousled black curls, the lithe young curves of throat and breast. He leaned back in his seat, scowling out at the storm.


"Relax," he said. "You aren't going to die."


She turned on him, not daring to speak. He went on, slowly.


"The only chance you took was in the landing. We're acting as lightning rod for the whole valley, being the highest and best conductor. But, as a man named Faraday proved, the charge resides on the surface of the conductor. We're perfectly safe."


"How dared you!" she whispered.


He faced her, almost angrily.


"You knocked the props out from under my philosophy. I've had enough hypocritical eyewash. I had to prove you. Well, I have."


She was quiet for some time. Then she said, "I understand, Duke. I'm glad. And now what, for you?"


He shrugged wryly.


"I don't know. I can still take Caron's other ship and escape. But I don't think I want to. I think perhaps I'll stick around and give virtue another whirl."


Smoothing back his sleek fair hair, he shot her a sparkling look from under his hands.


"I won't," he added softly, "even mind going to Sunday School, if you were the teacher."
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Online audio story, librivox version.


http://www.archive.org/download/short_story_vol017_0709_librivox/world_is_born_brackett_rd.mp3


992.


Piper's Run : z setting - zz the long tomorrow - 4.0 


Colter's home town, in Pennsylvania.


993.


Refuge : z setting - zz the long tomorrow - 4.0 


A larger town, approaching the legal limit for development according to the Thirtieth Amendment. Situated on the North bank of the Ohio. Most of the people of a different sect here.


994.


Shadwell : z setting - 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow 


A commercial rival town on the Kentucky side of the Ohio.


995.


Bartorstown : z setting - zz the long tomorrow - 4.0 


A hidden mountain settlement with a functioning computer, doing research into anti-nuclear defenses: "named for Henry Waltham Barter, the Secretary of Defense who had it built".  It is near the Fall Creek mining town.


996.


Len Colter : z character - major - zz the long tomorrow - 4.0 


Boy that favors learning and advancement.  Acquires some physics books and a radio against the wishes of the elders.


997.


Esau Colter : z character - major - zz the long tomorrow - 4.0 


Len's cousin, their destinies entertwined.


998.


Amity Taylor : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the long tomorrow 


Girl from refuge, love interest of both and later wife of Esau.


999.


Elijah Colter : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the long tomorrow 


Len's father.


1000.


Judge Taylor : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the long tomorrow 


Refuge authority figure and conservative.


1001.


Reba Taylor : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


His wife and Amity's mother.


1002.


Mike Dulinsky : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the long tomorrow 


Refuge businessman who wants to expand past the legal limits, forces a conflict.


1003.


Ed Hostetter : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the long tomorrow 


Bartorstown trader and agent keeping an eye on Len.


1004.


Gran : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Len's grandmother.


1005.


David Colter : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Esau's father, a conservative.


1006.


James Colter : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Len's brother.


1007.


Ma : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Len's mother.


1008.


Soames : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Man who is stoned to death for being a progressive. 


1009.


Mr. Nordholter : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


The schoolmaster and Piper's Run councilman.


1010.


Mr. Spofford : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Miller and James future father-in-law.


1011.


Mr. Glasser : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Piper's Run councilman.


1012.


Mr. Harkness : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Piper's Run councilman.


1013.


Mr. Clute : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Piper's Run councilman.


1014.


Mr. Fenway : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Piper's Run councilman.


1015.


Fisher : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


New Mennonite in Refuge.


1016.


Meyerhoff : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Refuge conservative.


1017.


Noah Burdette : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Twin Lakes preacher who comes with farmers to confront Dulinksy and shotguns him down.


1018.


Ames : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Refuge conservative that tries to lynch Len.


1019.


Watts : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Refuge conservative that tries to lynch Len.


1020.


Harry Sherman : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown mine superintendent.


1021.


Joe Kovacs : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown river-boat man.


1022.


Collins : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown radio operator.


1023.


Petto : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown electronics man.


1024.


Rosen : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown administrator and canal operator.


1025.


Charlie : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown boiler operator.


1026.


Wepplo : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown man, father of Joan and hence father-in-law of Len.


1027.


Julio Gutierrez : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown chief physicist.


1028.


Frank Erdmann : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown electronics engineering chief.


1029.


Mary Sherman : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Sherman's wife and manager.


1030.


Joan Wepplo : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the long tomorrow 


Wepplo's disaffected daughter, becomes Len's wife.


1031.


Jones : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown man.


1032.


Jim Sidney : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown steam plant chief.


1033.


Irv Rothstein : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z character - minor 


Bartorstown librarian.


1034.


New Mennonites : zz the long tomorrow - z organisation - 4.0 


Mutated and more aggressive form of the pre-holocaust strain.


1035.


Old Mennonites : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z organisation 


Pre holocaust religious sect.


1036.


Amish : 3.0 - zz the long tomorrow - z organisation 


Pre holocaust religious sect.


1037.


Church of Holy Thankfulness : 3.5 - zz the long tomorrow - z organisation 


Called Kellerites after the James P. Keller who founded the sect.  Many such in Refuge.


1038.


Ishmaelites : zz the long tomorrow - z organisation - 4.0 


Group of wandering extreme religious crazies that can be aggressively violent.


1039.


Clementine : z technology - zz the long tomorrow - 4.0 


The name for Bartorstown's computer.


1040.


Solution Zero : z concept - zz the long tomorrow - 4.0 


Term for the possibility that Bartorstown will never be able to discover a working forcefield as an anti-nuclear defence.


1041.


The Long Tomorrow - Leigh Brackett : postapocalyptic - 4.0 - z novel 


Novel


Number of words : 80000
   Percent of complex words : 5.8
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 18.0
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 9.5
   Flesch : 74.7
   Flesch-Kincaid : 7.3


 : The Long Tomorrow - Leigh Brackett


SETTING


A post nuclear holocaust USA where the oldest people still alive were very young children at the time.  It is now politically dominated by Mennonite types who are against technology and expansion, and some of them are of the more violent persuasion.  That is, they will stone offenders to death.


Piper's Run


Colter's home town, in Pennsylvania.


Refuge


A larger town, approaching the legal limit for development according to the Thirtieth Amendment. Situated on the North bank of the Ohio. Most of the people of a different sect here.


Shadwell


A commercial rival town on the Kentucky side of the Ohio.


Bartorstown


A hidden mountain settlement with a functioning computer, doing research into anti-nuclear defenses: "named for Henry Waltham Barter, the Secretary of Defense who had it built".  It is near the Fall Creek mining town.
   CHARACTERS


Len Colter


Boy that favors learning and advancement.  Acquires some physics books and a radio against the wishes of the elders.


Esau Colter


Len's cousin, their destinies entertwined.


Amity Taylor


Girl from refuge, love interest of both and later wife of Esau.


Elijah Colter


Len's father.


Judge Taylor


Refuge authority figure and conservative.


Reba Taylor


His wife and Amity's mother.


Mike Dulinsky


Refuge businessman who wants to expand past the legal limits, forces a conflict.


Ed Hostetter


Bartorstown trader and agent keeping an eye on Len.


Gran


Len's grandmother.


David Colter


Esau's father, a conservative.


James Colter


Len's brother.


Ma


Len's mother.


Soames


Man who is stoned to death for being a progressive. 


Mr. Nordholter


The schoolmaster and Piper's Run councilman.


Mr. Spofford 


Miller and James future father-in-law.


Mr. Glasser


Piper's Run councilman.


Mr. Harkness


Piper's Run councilman.


Mr. Clute


Piper's Run councilman.


Mr. Fenway 


Piper's Run councilman.


Fisher


New Mennonite in Refuge.


Meyerhoff


Refuge conservative.


Noah Burdette


Twin Lakes preacher who comes with farmers to confront Dulinksy and shotguns him down.


Ames


Refuge conservative that tries to lynch Len.


Watts


Refuge conservative that tries to lynch Len.


Harry Sherman


Bartorstown mine superintendent.


Joe Kovacs


Bartorstown river-boat man.


Collins


Bartorstown radio operator.


Petto


Bartorstown electronics man.


Rosen


Bartorstown administrator and canal operator.


Charlie


Bartorstown boiler operator.


Wepplo


Bartorstown man, father of Joan and hence father-in-law of Len.


Julio Gutierrez


Bartorstown chief physicist.


Frank Erdmann


Bartorstown electronics engineering chief.


Mary Sherman


Sherman's wife and manager.


Joan Wepplo


Wepplo's disaffected daughter, becomes Len's wife.


Jones


Bartorstown man.


Jim Sidney


Bartorstown steam plant chief.


Irv Rothstein


Bartorstown librarian.
   ORGANISATIONS


New Mennonites


Mutated and more aggressive form of the pre-holocaust strain.


Old Mennonites


Pre holocaust religious sect.


Amish


Pre holocaust religious sect.


Church of Holy Thankfulness


Called Kellerites after the James P. Keller who founded the sect.  Many such in Refuge.


Ishmaelites


Group of wandering extreme religious crazies that can be aggressively violent.


TECHNOLOGY


Clementine


The name for Bartorstown's computer.
   CONCEPTS


Solution Zero


Term for the possibility that Bartorstown will never be able to discover a working forcefield as an anti-nuclear defence.


PLOT


Len and Esau Colter are older boys in a New Mennonite society that is around 3 generations removed from a nuclear war that destroyed the cities.  This particular religious group grew out of the old being suited to life in this setting.  They have seized political power in some places.  They believe in keeping a static way of life, and have amended the Constitution to limit the size of human settlements by law.  This also inclues technological proscription as work of the devil.  Complete with stonings to death, etc.


Len and Esau want more, and after having their childhoods literally beaten out of them due to an incident with some purloined textbooks and a radio decide they will leave.  They do, and go to Refuge.  This town is run by a different sect, and is more commerce oriented, as opposed to agriculture.  One local businessman is looking to expand past the limits of the law, and Len takes his side.  This leads to a literally fiery and violent confrontation where Dulinsky is shot.


A Bartorstown traded named Hostetter had been keeping an eye on Len, and manages to get the boys and Amity out of trouble, and takes them on the trek to Bartorstown.  They find out they have nuclear power and a computer, and are rather stunned.  Their upbringings clash very hard with what they see, mentally.  Esau is both less bright and now also a father, so manages to settle.  Len falls in with Joan, who has teenaged boredom with being stuck in the one place, and sees Len as a way out, little understanding how things are out in the world, even though Len does.  An attractive young woman, she marries him and they do make a run for it - but what to do when you have no place in particular to go and it is hard to go anywhere or be accepted anywhere is a big problem.


Hostetter tracks them down, and it is life or death decision time, absolutely, for Len.  Bartorstown can't have people leading a raid to their facility, so it is up to Len as to what he will do.  Joan has had enough, too.


1042.


Pax : z setting - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


Capital of Galactic Center


1043.


The Hub : z setting - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


Major city there.


1044.


Senya Dik : z setting - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


Sister planet to Nanta Dik, in Sector 9G.


1045.


Lloyd Durham : zz last call from sector 9g - z character - minor - 4.0 


An ex-agent and current drunk.


1046.


Hawtree : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


An administrator in charge, uses his influence to prevent Dik requests to the Federation getting heard.


1047.


Susan Hawtree : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


His daughter, and a love of Durham's, involved in the accident that wrecked his career.


1048.


Morrison : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


Hawtree's parter, who oversees Universal Mineral operations in Sector 9G.


1049.


Baya : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


Durham's Mintakan girlfriend.


1050.


Willa Paulsen : 3.0 - zz last call from sector 9g - z character - minor 


Durham's ex-fiancee.


1051.


Varnik : 3.0 - zz last call from sector 9g - z character - minor 


A dodgy joint proprietor in on trying to set Durham up with Baya.


1052.


Wanbecq-ai : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


Female Nantavan agent out to get Durham.


1053.


Wanbecq : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


Her male partner.


1054.


Jubb : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


Ruler of Senya Dik.


1055.


Karlovic : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


Terran consul in league with Jubb, wanting to get evidence against Hawtree.


1056.


Servall : z technology - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


Robot domestics.  Durham and Hawtree had them, the models differ.


1057.


Bitter Star : z technology - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


A created being that is an energy absorber, sucking in all around it until things freeze.


1058.


Mintaka : z place - 3.0 - zz last call from sector 9g 


A star.


1059.


Nanta Dik : z place - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


World in Sector 9G where Durham's mission takes him.


1060.


Margaretta K : z vehicle - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


Ship to Nanta Dik Durham has been booked for.


1061.


Varney : z vehicle - 3.5 - zz last call from sector 9g 


A tug of Morrison's.


1062.


Senyans : z race - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


People of Senya Dik. Have four legs.


1063.


Nantans : z race - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


People of Nanta Dik.


1064.


Darkbirds : z race - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


Senyan aliens able to go insubstantial and stun on contact, they are not made of matter, and are a creation.


1065.


Universal Minerals : z organisation - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


Rapacious mining company basically looting the Sector, with Hawtree providing the interference.


1066.


Federation : z organisation - zz last call from sector 9g - 4.0 


Political organisation of worlds in the galaxy.


1067.


Last Call From Sector 9G - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z novella - interstellar 


Novella


Number of words : 21000
   Percent of complex words : 7.1
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.1
   Flesch : 76.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.3


SETTING


Pax


Capital of Galactic Center


The Hub


Major city there.


Senya Dik


Sister planet to Nanta Dik, in Sector 9G.


CHARACTERS


Lloyd Durham


An ex-agent and current drunk.


Hawtree


An administrator in charge, uses his influence to prevent Dik requests to the Federation getting heard.


Susan Hawtree


His daughter, and a love of Durham's, involved in the accident that wrecked his career.


Morrison


Hawtree's parter, who oversees Universal Mineral operations in Sector 9G.


Baya


Durham's Mintakan girlfriend.


Willa Paulsen


Durham's ex-fiancee.


Varnik


A dodgy joint proprietor in on trying to set Durham up with Baya.


Wanbecq-ai


Female Nantavan agent out to get Durham.


Wanbecq


Her male partner.


Jubb


Ruler of Senya Dik.


Karlovic


Terran consul in league with Jubb, wanting to get evidence against Hawtree.
   TECHNOLOGY


Servall


Robot domestics.  Durham and Hawtree had them, the models differ.


Bitter Star


A created being that is an energy absorber, sucking in all around it until things freeze.
   PLACES


Mintaka


A star.
   Nanta Dik


World in Sector 9G where Durham's mission takes him.
   VEHICLES


Margaretta K


Ship to Nanta Dik Durham has been booked for.


Varney


A tug of Morrison's.
   RACES


Senyans


People of Senya Dik. Have four legs.


Nantans


People of Nanta Dik.


Darkbirds


Senyan aliens able to go insubstantial and stun on contact, they are not made of matter, and are a creation.


ORGANISATIONS


Universal Minerals


Rapacious mining company basically looting the Sector, with Hawtree providing the interference.


Federation


Political organisation of worlds in the galaxy.
   PLOT


Lloyd Durham is a broken down ex-agent on Galactic Center, living with little in a cheap apartment, having blown his job and his fiancee, and a possible relationship with the woman he really loves thanks to a vehicular accident.  Susan Hawtree is the daughter of a high ranking diplomat, who summons Durham for a mission.  This lands him in the middle of something very serious.


First, Nantavan agents are after him, and then Senyan darkbirds - and Susan gets in the middle when she comes to say goodbye to him, little realising he isn't going home, but on a mission for her father.  Nanta Dik and Senya Dik are the two inhabited worlds in Sector 9G.


Unknown to Durham he was supposed to get drunk and blab his mission, helping to start a war between the two worlds.  This would be to the advantage of Universal Minerals, a mining company run by Morrison, with Hawtree as his partner running diplomatic interference and allowing him to get away with anything.  The two Dik worlds have been in conflict in the past, so are manipulable.


Durham takes his mission seriously, and when he works it out thanks to talking with the Nantavan agents, and the Senyan leader he realises he should flip, and try and hang his boss and partner, and hopefully keep Susan alive.  The Senyan planet is problematic in that they are not oxygen breathers.


One of the angles that Morrison had taken was rumours about a destructive force that legend said had terrorised the Nantavans in the past.  Little does Morrison know that this is real, and the leader of the Senyans knows how to control it.  Or hope he does.  Because it is one giant energy drain, leaving those it affects frozen - and it can devastate planets.


With Morrison's agents and men able to provoke armed conflicts between Senyans of different sympathies. The Terran consul Karlovic, who has been working with the Senyans to try and work out who was the dodgy diplomat preventing their requests for aid from the Federation, must work with Durham.  Their only choice now is to appeal to Jubb to unleash the Bitter Star, as the only thing that can stop Morrison.  Before their air runs out.  Of course, it may also destroy everything if they get it wrong and the darkbirds can't or won't control it.


1068.


Leigh Brackett's Future History - Connecting the Stories : An Examination : z non-fiction - 5.0 - Analysis 


LEIGH BRACKETT'S FUTURE HISTORY - Connecting the Stories: An Examination


It is well known that Leigh Brackett has a group of stories that share a common setting, and that those are based on the planets of the Solar System, primarily on Venus and Mars.


However, there is much other SF included in 50+ short stories and ten novels.


I thought it might be interesting to see what work might coherently fit in one Future History, even if it was never explicitly stated.  I haven't seen anything written talking about the interstellar and other stories in general, whereas there are good articles at Wikipedia about the planetary romance era.


Very few dates are given in Brackett stories, so this is an attempt at division into rough periods, in order.  There is no mention of medical technology or lifespans given for humans, either, at least insofar as they may differ from the known range of readers of the times.
   ELIMINATION OF WORK


Firstly, there are definitely a small number of works that definitely do not.  The novel The Long Tomorrow and its on-Earth postapocalyptic lost technology religious setting definitely does not.


Secondly, the short story The Tweener has a soldier return from a Mars that is empty apart from some small rabbit-like native animals, that are actually discovered to be sentient.  This is not relevant.


Thirdly, The Citadel of Lost Ages is set on a future earth that astronomical calamity has caused to have a Darkside and a Lightside, like Mercury.  There is no evidence of such directly in any work.  It is in fact somewhat Planet of the Apes-like, Darkside notwithstanding, with hybrid beastmen running the planet, and humans as slaves.  An outsider enters with forgotten knowledge, a trove of past human technology including atomic power.  Nothing is mentioned of spacefaring or starship technology.  Therefore it is extremely unlikely this story is relevant.


Fourthly, her last story, 'Mommies and Daddies' has a near future Earth dystopia ravaged by a drug destroyed populace and their abandoned children.  Or at least the American part of this world is. This certainly does not fit with the rest of the Future History.  Given these multiple bad times on Earth stories all do not seem to fit at all, it is presumably deliberate on her part. 


Fifthly, Runaway is obviously out thematically with its investigation of the psychological destabilisation of an accountant.  Content makes this certain: "He knew that Venus was important because it produced very large amounts of uranium, thorium, germanium, and a lot of other things that Earth was using up too fast. And that was all he knew, except that people had to live there under domes, and that it never rained."
   CREATIVE MYTHOGRAPHY


If you want to believe in this exercise, the greatest problem is the lack of explicit reference to the interstellar travel at the same time that there is intense focus on the local Solar System, so you have to get past that in a handwaving manner.  Brackett of course was American, so you could perhaps assume that the Solar System chroniclers have the same intense inward looking focus that Americans do. The colonisation does have an American flavour. That is, making the happenings around other stars analogous to international affairs as far as interest goes for the average denizen of either at the time. There may also be author notes or mostly forgotten conversations that render this particular exercise moot, but these are unlikely to ever come to light to trouble us, given the passing of multiple decades already. Spaceports are mentioned often, without detailing the types of ships they serve. Certainly starships are given names like Stellar and Starflight.


ONE MILLION YEARS BC


Some background is given of Martian ancient history:


There is a reference to the Quiru living a million years ago or so, which sounds like an extremely rough ballpark figure.  Rhiannon was a Quiru, see The Sword of Rhiannon. "The Quiru, said the myths, had for that sin crushed Rhiannon and locked him into a hidden tomb. And for more than a million years men had hunted the Tomb of Rhiannon because they believed it held the secrets of Rhiannon's power."
   ANCIENT SEA-KINGS AND OTHER WEIRD TALES


1) Mars


Much later, on a far wetter Mars the Dhuvians ruled an empire as seen in Sea-Kings of Mars.  As told to Matt Carse:""You know at least that since long ago there have been human peoples on our world and also the not-quite-human peoples, the Halflings. Of the humans the great Quiru, who are gone, were the greatest. They had so much science and wisdom that they're still revered as superhuman.
   "But there were also the Halflings-the races who are manlike but not descended of the same blood. The Swimmers, who sprang from the sea-creatures, and the Sky Folk, who came from the winged things-and the Dhuvians, who are from the serpent.""


An alien race with advanced technology was also living in the City of Shandakor, as per The Last Days of Shandakor.  While not a million years in the past, tens of thousands of years it would have taken Mars to dry out.


Also The Thinkers, as mentioned in Shadow Over Mars also likely also were around tens of thousands of years in the past: "But these Thinkers have done a lot of good from time to time."
   Mak nodded. "Sure. Theoretically at least they guide the viewpoint of Mars-when they feel like bothering. It has to be some big important split, like the inter-hemispheric war back in Sixty-two Thousand and Seven, when the Sea Kings had trouble."


As did the Prira Cen: "Ancient things. Things deeply buried, nearly forgotten, clouded by superstition and legend. Forty thousand yearsâ��" from The Sorcer of Rhiannon.


The serially immortal Ramas had also existed since long in the past as talked about in Queen of the Martian Catacombs/The Secret of Sinharat. The Rama Berild talks of just one relationship:"'Delgaun has had me for a thousand years, and I am weary of him. So very weary!'"  Given they are the last of their people, they must have existed a lot further back in the past.


2) Earth 


Brackett appears to have liked Robert E. Howard and Abraham Merritt. As far as Howard goes, from The Jewel Of Bas: "He gave them a lament, one of the wild dark things the Cimmerians sing at the bier of a chief and very appropriate to the occasion" and "The priests of Dagon, of all the temples of Atlantis, spoke against me. I had to run away. I roamed the whole earth before the Flood, carrying the Stone."  


Her husband of course was a writer for Weird Tales, so these are likely a small nod towards a favored writer. A further nod to the Weird Tales boys: "Ciaran, because he was a gypsy and a thief and had music in him like a drunkard has wine, had heard it, deep in the black forests of Hyperborea where even gypsies seldom go."  The Jewel Of Bas is itself set on a hidden world in the Solar System.


Lord of the Earthquake is an Abraham Merritt style adventure where two men enter a portal that takes them back twelve thousand years in the past to Ancient Mu.  So a tribute by story type, with Brackett of course injecting one of her favored hardboiled misfit-types in the character of Coh Langham.  There may even ben a Doyle influence : "I devoured Burroughs, Haggard, Balmer and Wylie, Doyle's unforgettable "Maracot Deep," with this exploration of the deep in a submarine.  The same applying to 'Out Of the Sea', with its attack on the USA by human created sea monsters.


The horror story The Tapestry Gate also has an otherworldly portal contained therein, but is utilised in an horrific vein, as opposed to fantasy adventure.


So Brackett has linked Mu, Atlantis, Cimmeria, Hyperborea and Lovecraftian Elder Gods in to the ancient background of her work. 


3) Venus


There were no advanced technological or even literate cultures on Venus, so any history as yet known is limited to fragmented oral traditions, divulged grudgingly, if remembered at all, such as those of the Moon Cult.


4) Mercury


A much harsher place than Venus, aliens such as Shannach, long-lived, may have been there in the past, but not literate natives, so nothing is known.
   RIO BRAVOS


There is no reason, in a creative mythography sense, that the adventures of sheriff John T. Chance in protecting his town along with his friends cannot be included here, or even James Beckwourth's frontier work.  There is actually no direct mention of the historical 19th century at all that I am aware of in her stories other than these.
   L.A. CONFIDENTIAL


As goes the Wild West, the same for the mean streets of 1940s USA and the crooks, cops, dicks, dames and other unfortunates in the following: No Good from a Corpse, Stranger At Home, Murder Is Bigamy, Red-Headed Poison, Murder in the Family Design for Dying, I Feel Bad Killing You, No Star Is Lost and The Misfortune Teller or even the late fifties in The Tiger Among Us, An Eye For an Eye, and So Pale, So Cold, So Fair. The sixties are represented by Silent Partner and The True Death of Juanito Rodriguez.
   THEY WALK AMONG US


The 1950s saw aliens with starfaring capability come into contact with humans who discovered what they were, but only in isolated incidents.  Wisely, they appeared to have kept away from the big cities.  Possibly due to the prevalence of too many smart investigators in places like Los Angeles that may have discovered them eventually and blown the whistle.


In 1950, a local Newhale reporter discovers the Hrylliannu using the area to bring people to Earth in The Queer Ones.  In fact, there is even a hybrid child produced, but they cover their tracks well.  This year also saw a Pennsylvania farmer and his children encounter joyriding alien children in The Truants.  Parents from both worlds were happy for no-one to know about this.


Cornwall in 1952 sees earthman Michael Trehearne discover he is of Varddan extraction in The Starmen Of Lyrdis. As such he possesses the mutant gene to allow him to survive their particularly exacting form of interstellar travel, over which they have a monopoly.  As we see here, and with later human ingenuity on display, the Varddans are far from the only people with interstellar travel technology, so they rapidly become of little interest, barely a curiosity.  Those that require genetic quirks to survive space travel are not going to be able to compete with the crews of ships that do not, by sheer weight of numbers.
   THE COMING OF THE TERRANS


A detailed examination of the colonisation era of the Inner Worlds is beyond the scope of this article (see the Wikipedia articles), but the collection above does give some dates:


There were conflicts and uprisings on Mars that were pro-native.  The Martians were more technologically advanced and capable than the native Venusians, so did not suffer the same wars and brutal colonialist programs of slaughter and military action.


1998 The Beast-Jewel of Mars
   2016 Mars Minus Bisha
   2024 The Last Days of Shandakor
   2031 Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon
   2038 The Road to Sinharat


Queen of the Martian Catacombs would happen around these times as mention is made of the Shanga trade in that story: "Stark realized now what secret vice Kala sold here. Shanga â�� the going back â�� the radiation that caused temporary artificial atavism and let men wallow for a time in beasthood. It was supposed to have been stamped out when the Lady Fand's dark Shanga ring had been destroyed. But it still persisted, in places like this outside the law."  So the later Stark stories Black Amazon of Mars and Enchantress of Venus should all be in this range, them or their expanded versions. 


In Cube From Space, there is an encounter with representatives of two interstellar capable alien races:"I am Crom. I was king once, in a land called Yf. And they are the Rakshi. The time came when we had to fight them, we humans, because we couldn't take any more."
   THE BIG JUMP OUTWARDS


Things changed considerably when the Cochrane Company make the breakthrough to discover a method of fast interstellar travel thanks to their engineer Ballantyne and his drive (The Big Jump).  The failure of Barnard II as a colony and exploitation site because of the Transurane was never going to deter further exploration. Nor was the fact that prototypes will have problems. "... whole robot-shift for the drive had bugs in it. The relays won't take the load. Rip it out and rebuild it ..."  Even though the Cochranes may have lost the taste for it, others would not.
   PLANETARY SURVEY


The Preliminary Planetary Survey revisits Barnard II in How Bright the Stars: "It was a hellish world to be wandering on, this second planet of Barnard's Star."... "Man had finally made the Big Jump outward, with the Wenz-Boroda FTL (faster-than-light) drive, and the exploration of the galaxy had begun."  The more stable starship propulsion technology had made this possible.  Men could also live on Barnard II if they wanted to, but as Jerry Baird discovers, it is still pointless.  The galaxy is a hostile environment, in general, but has countless other stars to explore.


Here man has been concentrating on nearby reachable neighbourhood stars, such as Altair in The Woman From Altair.  One of the spacemen here actually brings back a wife from one of the Altairan planets, to tragic consequences.
   GALACTIC SURVEY


So succesful has man been at least with the ability to explore, if not the usefulness of end targets even getting to stars and planets without name so many have been visited. The Galactic Survey era shows the technology has been developed to enable ships to push past the nearby sites such as Barnard's Star, Proxima and Alpha Centauri, etc. 


During The Shadows tired and disillusioned Exploration Team leader Barrier finds the remnants of a race destroyed by astrological catastrophe, and their faithful doglike servants. "Maybe there enough worth in us that here and there some little world will give us another chance. Anyway, it's nice to know there's one place where we have some friends.""


An explicit reference to a far away settlement is given in Come Sing the Moons of Moravenn. The planet in this story has a topaz colored star in the vicinity of the Vela Spur, which could mean it is up to thousands of light years away.


However, things do change, as should have pleased Barrier greatly.  There is a Galactic Union out there, and races involved in this organisation do come into contact with Earth and the Solar System.  In fact, in All the Colors of the Rainbow Mintakan weather engineers on Earth have a violent encounteer with nowheresville USA racist rednecks. As the engineer Flin notes: "It was his first big job on his own responsibility, with no superior closer than Galactic Center, which was a long way off."  Racism has always been in existence in the Solar System, but such recidivism again is not going to deter the benefits of expansion and exploration.  


Sometimes though, it takes some special people becoming involved to sort some planets out.  To whit, Simon Ashton and Eric John Stark in The Ginger Star: " A newly discovered, newly opened world called Skaith that hardly anyone had ever heard of, except at Galactic Center. Skaith was not a member of the Union but there had been a consulate. Someone had called to the Union for help, and Ashton was the man who went to see about it."


Stark leaves from Pax to head for Skaith.  In Last Call From Sector 9G we find operatives at Galactic Center: "The city was beautiful. Its official name was Galactic Center, but it was called The Hub because that is what it was, the hub and focus of a galaxy. It was the biggest city in the Milky Way. It covered almost the entire land area of the third planet of a Type G star that someone with a sense of humor had christened Pax. The planet was chosen originally because it was centrally located and had no inhabitants, and because it was within the limits of tolerance for the humanoid races." ... "He was remembering how he had seen it when he was fresh from Earth, for the first timeâ��the supreme capital, beside which the world capitals were only toy cities, the heart and center of the galaxy where the decisions were made and the great men came and went."


Note that in All the Colors of the rainbow there are Mintakan engineers working on Earth.  In Last Call From Sector 9G: "BAYA sat on the bed and watched him pack. She was from one of the worlds of Mintaka, and as humanoid as they came".


The Galactic Center and Pax and the Federation of Worlds would appear to be the same.  In fact this hard to find until New Year's eve gives the greatest detail on the interstellar setting of any of the work, so is important from that point of view.
   INTERPLANETARY WARS


Even though expansion can take off some of the population pressure, resources are still an issue, and wars still happen.  Mars is particularly water-poor when looking to rapidly increase population by colonisation.


While not a war, Water Pirate is certainly about resources. "It was early in 2418 that the Solar System realized that there was a Water Pirate. The great tanker ships, carrying water to the rich dry-world mines and colonies, began to vanish from the space-lanes, with their convoys. The Trans-Galactic Convoy Fleet, which for two hundred years had kept the space-ways safe, was suddenly helpless."


The Earth-Venus War saw Mars neutral in No Man's Land In Space, and Mars also fought against the Jovians with Earth and Venus as seen in Outpost On Io.


Mars fought a World War in 2504, then became embroiled in an Interplanetary conflict later in the 26th century and tried a disguised sneak attack on Venus, which was foiled in Interplanetary Reporter.


In A World Is Born: "who had conceived this plan of building a new world for the destitute and desperate veterans of the Second Interplanetary War".  It is not clear if this is meant to refer to one of the past wars, as a well understood by veterans term, or a completely new conflict.  It is possible that the Second Interplanetary War meant is referenced in Thralls Of the Endless Night, with a documentary discovery: "Treaty of Alliance between the Sovereign Earth and the Union of Jovian Moons, providing for Earthly colonization and development of the said Moons, and mutual aid against Aggressor Worlds.
   A single sheet fell out of the bundle. "...have taken the precaution of Halm, the treaty secretly in a ship of colonists, in care of the captain who knows nothing of its nature. It has been rumored that our mutual enemy, the Martio-Venusian Alliance, may try to intercept it, possibly with the aid of hired pirates. This would, as you know, mean war. It is my prayer that the treaty will safely..."
   STABILIZATION AND DESPERATION


Alpha Centauri or Die shows a Solar System government either disillusioned with interstellar travel, or perhaps having more jackboot clad reasons.  They do not want the people to have the freedom to travel and communicate in an uncontrolled fashion. This is explained by the bitter would be escapees: "But damn them all eternally, even so. Because of them all the Stabilization Acts had passed. Trade Stabilization. Population Stabilization. Crop Stabilization. The busy minds of the experts working. Take the manned ships out of space and there can't be any trade wars or any other kinds of wars. The worlds can't get at each other to fight. Stop expansion outward to the stars and eliminate the risks, the economic upsets that attend every major change, the unpredictable rise and shift of power. Stabilize. Regulate. Control. We may lose a few unimportant liberties but think what well gain. Security for all, and for all time to come! And the dark ships of the Government will keep you safe.
   ...
   The populations of the Solar System had been carefully figured to the last decimal point and portioned out among the planets according to food- and employment-potential, so that nowhere was there a scarcity or an overplus, and nobody's individual whim was allowed to upset the balance. If you wanted to change your residence from one sector or one world to another, the red tape involved was so enormous that men had been known to die of old age while waiting for a permit."


If this sort of control is extended and expanded, then the consequences could easily appear in 'Retreat To The Stars'. The 40th century shows a more extreme Soviet-like political structure in the Tri-State, compared to the more extreme right-wing colonialism or American style capitalistic expansion of earlier times.  In Retreat To the Stars there are a few rebels on an asteroid base still resisting state control.  They are desperately building a starship to escape.  The implication here is that starfaring technology is government controlled.


With a Future History of many centuries, cycles of political ideologies and experiments would not be at all surprising.  Few dates are given in Brackett stories, so the Alpha Centauri or Die/Ark of Mars situations could have been followed by relaxing restrictions and great expansionism again, cycling around again until the 40th century.


For example, A Peace and Happiness doctrine backed up by actual brainwashing technology saw President Hilton rule the Federation of Worlds in Child Of the Sun. 'There was no way out ahead, either. Mercury was there, harsh and bitter in the naked blaze of the sun. The ships of Gantry Hilton, President of the Federation of Worlds, inventor of the Psycho-Adjuster, and ruler of men's souls, were herding him down to a landing at the lonely Spaceguard outpost." The Unregenerate rebels have almost lost completely and are also looking for a place to flee. "Unregeneracy was almost dead in the inhabited worlds." Falken and Moore do so, and find an immensely powerful stellar energy being using a small world as a plaything, and hope to use him to help them survive Hiltonist oppression.


Two thousand years between The Coming of the Terrans and Retreat To the Stars leaves a lot of time for things to change and plenty of chronological slots for the above to fit in.


On analysing the stories in this way, it does appear there is good evidence to include most of them in a coherent Future History.
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1069.


Sword Woman - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 4.5 - introduction 


An introduction to the Robert E. Howard collection:


"It is also interesting to speculate on whether or not Dark Agnes was inspired by the Lady of Joiry. Certainly Howard was aware of Jirel. He had read Black God's Shadow and liked it, and said so, and he had sent a copy of Sword Woman lo C.L. Moore to read, (She loved it, and hoped there would be more.) But at this late date it is impossible to say which character was first conceived, or whether indeed there was any connection between them at all. (Jirel, of course, appeared in Weird Tales 
   before Sword Woman was written.) It is reasonable to assume that Howard and Moore both got the inspiration for their martial ladies from the same sources ... the historical accounts of those women to whom Howard dedicated his chronicle of Dark Agnes, from the ballad about Mary Ambree, and quite likely from that famous saint-inarmor, Joan of Arc, though saintliness is not, fortunately, a quality possessed by either heroine. In any case, the resemblance between Agnes and Jirel is purely superficial. They both had red hair. They both wore armor and wielded swords with deadly effect. But Jirel was fire and ice, she was silken and subtle, and she dwelt in the Neverlands of fantasy, in a different continuum from Howard's historical France. Jirel was concerned with dark gods and sorcerers, with love and magic. 
   We never really know why or how she came to be a sword woman. She is simply the Lady of Joiry, mailed and proud and beautiful.
   Agnes, on the other hand, is a total pragmatist. Howard's talents were multi-faceted, but subtle he was not, nor silken, and his heroine isn't either. Agnes lived in a hard cruel time when women were somewhat less valuable and less well-treated than the family beast of burden, which would cost money to replace. (If there was no beast of burden, she was it.) Agnes was peasant-born, to a brutal 
   father, in a pigsty village, and she grew up tough because if she had not been tough she would nothave grown up at all."


1070.


New York West Side : z setting - zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - 4.0 


Where the Rodriguez family live.


1071.


Josefina Rodriguez : zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - z character - major - 4.0 


Grieving mother, and widow.


1072.


Tina Rodriguez : zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Her young daughter.


1073.


Luisa Rodriguez : z character - supporting - zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - 3.5 


Her other young daughter, the elder of the two.


1074.


Juanito Rodriguez : zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Her dead son, shot to death in a robbery attempt, 16 at the time.


1075.


Consuela Rodriguez : z character - supporting - zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - 3.5 


Her eldest child, 18 years old and has moved out.


1076.


Carlos : zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A suitor or Josefina's.


1077.


Father Chavez : z character - supporting - zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - 3.5 


Local priest.


1078.


Mr Hoffman : zz the true death of juanito rodriguez - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Local businessman who shot Juanito when defending his property.


1079.


The True Death of Juanito Rodriguez - Leigh Brackett : crime - z short story - 3.5 


Short Story


Number of words : 4000
   Average syllables per word : 1.3
   Average words per sentence : 11.3
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.7
   Flesch : 82.9
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.5


SETTING


New York West Side


Where the Rodriguez family live.
   CHARACTERS 


Josefina Rodriguez


Grieving mother, and widow.


Tina Rodriguez


Her young daughter.


Luisa Rodriguez


Her other young daughter, the elder of the two.


Juanito Rodriguez


Her dead son, shot to death in a robbery attempt, 16 at the time.


Consuela Rodriguez


Her eldest child, 18 years old and has moved out.


Carlos


A suitor or Josefina's.


Father Chavez


Local priest.


Mr Hoffman


Local businessman who shot Juanito when defending his property.
   PLOT


Josefina's son Juanito was killed in a robbery attempt, and she cannot get over it.  To the point of neglecting her two youngest daughters who need looking after. After the local priest tries to help her a confrontation with her eldest daughter begins to motivate her, when Consuela takes her two sisters away with her to look after them.


Josefina has a gun, and actually lines up the child of the Mr Hoffman, the man who shot her son, in her sights, but doesn't pull the trigger. In fact, she ends up defending him when she sees him cornered by friends and fellow hoodlums of Juanito's.  This event finally gets through to her, as she sees the innocent boy home.


1080.


Introduction to No Good From A Corpse - Anthony Boucher : z non-fiction - introduction - 0.0 


In the Collier edition.


Unseen.


1081.


Letter to Thrilling Wonder Stories - Marion Zimmer Bradley : z non-fiction - letter - 0.0 


Noting 3 definite stages in Brackett's fiction.


Unseen.


1082.


Spinner Of Mood - Samuel Mines : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


In Fantastic.  Says Shadow Over Mars made her reputation with a gorgeous space opera evincing unique moods.


Unseen.


1083.


Introduction to Enchantress Of Venus - Leo Margulies and Oscar J. Friend : z non-fiction - introduction - 0.0 


Finds it brilliant, comparable to the best of Haggard's fantasies.


Unseen.


1084.


All Our Yesterdays - Harry Warner : z non-fiction - speech - 0.0 


Notes Brackett gave a speech at the 1946 Pacificon.


1085.


More Issues At Hand - James Blish : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


Agrees with de Camp in Science Fiction Handbook 1953 that Brackett was one of the most important writer sof 1926-1950.


Useen.


1086.


Trillion Year Spree - Brian Aldiss : z non-fiction - 4.5 - statement 


"The Sword of Rhiannon is the best sub-Burroughs of them all.  The Mars we would most give our sword arm to visit."


1087.


Romance and Glamour In Science Fiction - Anne McCaffrey : z non-fiction - statement - 0.0 


In Science Fiction, Today and Tomorrow by Reginald Bretnor notes Brackett is excellent at characterisation and plot.


Unseen.


1088.


The Ballantine Teacher's Guide To Science Fiction - L. David Allen : z non-fiction - guide - 0.0 


About how to teach The Ginger Star.


Unseen.


1089.


Introduction to Women Of Wonder - Pamela Sargent : z non-fiction - introduction - 3.5 


Points out Brackett's writing rather macho.  Book is of course about the feminist angle, and also of course suggesting someone should not write a particular way because of their gender and you don't like it is sexist.  Particularly if praising Moore for doing the exact same thing.


1090.


Leigh Brackett Revives the Heroic Adventure - Anonymous Anonymous : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


Article in Media Scence, No. 11.


Mediascene No. 11: 15. January/February 1975.


Unseen.


1091.


Leigh Brackett - Anonymous Anonymous : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


Short piece in program booklet for Desertcon II: Spectres and Spaceships.


Unseen.


1092.


Planets Of Wonder - Terry Carr : z non-fiction - statement - 0.0 


No rival for her style, best of 40s and 50s.


Unseen.


1093.


More Women Of Wonder - Pamela Sargent : z non-fiction - 3.0 - article 


Talks more about Brackett and her heroes and her style.


1094.


Introducing the Guest Of Honor - Jack Williamson : z non-fiction - introduction - 0.0 


Brackett and Hamilton, at an unidentified conference.


Unseen.


1095.


5000 Light-years From Kinsman - Joe Walders : z non-fiction - interview - 0.0 


Transcript of an interview.


Unseen.


1096.


Starmen Of Lyrdis Review - Howard Waldrop : z non-fiction - statement - 5.0 


"There are some people that say Leigh Brackett can't write a bad book.  I think they're right."


1097.


Is There Intelligent Life In Kinsman Ohio - Joe Walders : z non-fiction - 0.0 - interstellar 


In Cleveland magazine.  Includes a little on Bradbury.


Unseen.


1098.


The Bright Illusion the Feminine Mystique In Science Fiction - Paula Carter : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


Talking about the romantic atmosphere and dying planet themes.


Unseen.


1099.


Leigh Brackett - Anonymous Anonymous : z non-fiction - 0.0 - biography 


Brief bio in program guide for Octocon 1 in Seattle.


1100.


The Historical Dictionary Of Science Fiction Literature - Brian Stableford : z non-fiction - 3.5 - encyclopedia 


An encyclopedia entry in similar style to Clute/Nicholls, but shorter.


1101.


The Encyclopedia Of Science Fiction - Don D'Amassa : z non-fiction - 3.0 - encyclopedia 


Page 51-52.  With some commentary.  Notes her adventures 'competent but unexceptional.'  Clearly at odds with other critics there, apart from being completely wrong. :)


1102.


Leigh Brackett - Frederick Pohl : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


In the Program for Penulticon I in Denver, Nov 1977.


Unseen.


1103.


Leigh Douglass Brackett - Malcolm Edwar : z non-fiction - obituary - 0.0 


In the International Science Fiction Yearbook by Colin Lester. An obituary notice.


Useen.


1104.


Science Fiction Handbook - George S Elrick : z non-fiction - 0.0 - encyclopedia 


Page 292 lists representative works by Brackett.


Unseen.


1105.


Introduction to Enchantress Of Venus - Donald L. Lawler : z non-fiction - introduction - 0.0 


In Approaches To Science Fiction, page 101-102.  With biographical notes.


Unseen.


1106.


The Hills Of Faraway A Guide To Fantasy - Diana Waggoner : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


Some on Leigh Brackett on page 147.
   Unseen.


1107.


Notes and Queries - Anonymous Anonymous : z non-fiction - obituary - 0.0 


In Fantasia, an obituary.


Unseen.


1108.


Leigh Brackett Dies - Charles N. Brown : z non-fiction - obituary - 0.0 


In Locus, March 1978.  Talking about her and her humour.


Unseen.


1109.


Reply To A Con Report - Marion Zimmer Bradley : z non-fiction - fanzine - 0.0 


In the Darkover newsletter fanzine, mentioning Brackett's influence on a novel.
   Unseen.


1110.


See You Later Leigh - Andrew J. Offutt : z non-fiction - 0.0 - eulogy 


In Locus 211 talks of his last meeting with Bracktt, and also eulogises.


Unseen.


1111.


Foreword to Follow the Free Wind - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - foreword - 4.0 


She talks about this being fictionalised, but with the actual historical events unchanged.


1112.


Women and Science Fiction - Susan Wood : z non-fiction - fanzine - 0.0 


In Algol fanzine, talking about Brackett's macho style.
   Unseen.


1113.


Leigh Brackett Writes - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - program - 0.0 


In the program booklet for the 1969 Detroit Triple Fan Fair.


Unseen.


1114.


Double Bill Symposium - Billl Mallardi and Bill Bowers : z non-fiction - statement - 0.0 


Comments on a few things: fandom's effects onwould-bewriters, greatest  influences on my sf,need sf be didactic,novel or short story for the begin  ner,sf related to mainstream (success financially),tips on character and dialogue, why I write sf, worst thing about contemorary sf.


Unseen.


1115.


Eulogy For John W. Campbell - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 0.0 - eulogy 


Mentions the unforgettable day when a writer sells the first story.


Unseen.


1116.


The Hawksian Woman - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - statement - 0.0 


A comment in Take On magazine, July/Aug 1971.
   Unseen


1117.


Interview with Leigh Brackett  - Anonymous Anonymous : z non-fiction - interview - 0.0 


Ballantines, 1:2 Oct 1974.  Apparently part of the Leigh Brackett Special Collection at Eastern New Mexico University.  Did the publisher ballantine gave a trade mag or flyer or promo newletter?
   Unseen.


1118.


Experiences As A Writer - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - interview - 0.0 


Interview by Juanita Roderick and Hugh G. Earthart 7 October 1975 for Youngstown Ohio State University Oral History program.
   Unseen.


1119.


A Brief FAQ : z non-fiction - 2.0 - A Brief FAQ 


FAQ


Duplicate/z variant lists alternate titles for stories or novels that have them.


If there is an unseen piece that has notes about it, then that information was given in Rosemarie Arbur's Bibliography.


Excerpts or online work will have the tag 'science fiction' to distinguish them from the more fine-grained classification of the main version while is tagged by sub-genre e.g. venus, mars, interstellar and by length, z novel, z short story, etc.


1120.


A World Is Born Illustration 1 - Leigh Brackett : professional - 3.0 - z illustration 


First illustration from the story.


1121.


A World Is Born Illustration 2 - Leigh Brackett : professional - 3.0 - z illustration 


The second illustration from this story.


1122.


Planet Stories Summer 1955 Cover - Kelly Freas : professional - z cover - 3.5 


1123.


Last Call From Sector 9G - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z online public domain - science fiction 


Online story.


http://www.archive.org/details/Planet_Stories_Volume_6_Number_10_


LAST CALL FOR SECTOR 9G


By LEIGH BRACKETT


Out there in the green star system; far beyond the confining grip of the Federation, moved the feared Bitter Star, for a thousand frigid years the dark and sinister manipulator of war-weary planets.
   MARTIE said monotonously, "There is someone at the door sir shall I answer? There is someone at the door sir shall Iâ��"


Durrham grunted. What he wanted to say was go away and let me alone. But he would only grunt, and Artie kept repeating the stupid question. Artie was a cheap off-brand make, and bougt used and he lacked some cogs. Any first class servall would have seen that the master had passed out in his chair and was in no condition to receive guests. But Artie did not, and presently Durham got one eye open and then he began to hear the persistent knocking, the annunciator being naturally out of order. And he said quite clearly.


"If it's a creditor, I'm not in."


"â��shall I answer?"


Durham made a series of noises. Artie took them for an affirmative and trundled off. Durham put his face in his hands and struggled with the pangs of returning consciousness, He could hear a mutter of voices in the hall. He thought suddenly that he recognized them, and he sprang, or rather stumbled up in alarm, hastily combing his hair with his fingers and trying to pull the wrinkles out of his tunic. Through a thick haze he saw the bottle on the table and he picked it up and hid it under a chair, ashamed not of its emptiness but of its label. A gentleman should not be drunk on stuff like that.


Paulsen and Burke came in.


Durham stood stiffly beside the table, hanging on. He looked at the two men. "Well," he said. "It's been quite a long time." He turned to Artie. "The gentlemen are leaving."


Burke stepped quickly behind the servall and pushed the main toggle to OFF, Artie stopped, with a sound ridiculously like a tired sigh. Paulsen went past him and locked the door. Then both of them turned in to face Durham.


Durham scowled. "What the devil do you tliink you're doing?"


Burke and Paulsen glanced at each other as though resolve had carried them this far but had now run out, leaving them irresolute in the face of some distasteful task. Both men wore black dominos, with the cowls thrown back.


"Were you afraid you'd be recognized coming here?" Durham said. A small pulse of fright began to beat in him, and this was idiotic. It made him angry. "What do you want?"


Paulsen said in a reluctant voice, not looking at him, "I don't want anything Durham, believe me." Durham had once been engaged to Paulsen's sister, a thing both of them preferred not to ren but couldn't quite forget. He went on, "We were sent here."


Durham tried to think who might sent them. Certainly not any of the girls; certainly not any one of the people he owed money to. Two members of the Terran World Embassy corps, even young and still obscure members in the lower echelons, were above either of those missions.


"Who sent you?"


Burke said, "Hawtree."


"No," said Durham. "Oh no, you got the name wrong. Hawtree wouldn't send for me if I was the last man in the galaxy. Hawtree, indeed."


"Hawtree," said Paulsen. He drew a deep breath and threw aside his domino. "Come on, Burke."


Burke took off his domino. They came on together.


Durham drew back. His shoulders dropped and his fists came up. "Look out," he said. "What you going to do? Look out!"


"All right," said Burke, and they both jumped together and caught his arms, not because Durham was so big or so powerful that he frightened them, but because they disliked the idea of brawling with a drunken man. Paulsen said,


"Hawtree wants you tonight, and he wants you sober, and that, damn it, is the way he's going to get you."


AN HOUR and seven minutes later Durham sat beside Paulsen in a 'copter with no insigne and watched the roof of his apartment tower fall away beneath him.


Burke had stayed behind, and Durham wore the Irishman's domino with the cowl up over his head. Under the domino was his good suit, the one he had not sent to the pawnbroker because he could not, as yet, quite endure being without one good suit. He was scrubbed and shaved and perfectly sober. Outside he did not look too bad. Inside he was a shambles.


The 'copter fitted itself into a north-south lane. Paulsen, muffled in his cowl, sat silent. Durham felt a similar reluctance to speak. He looked out over The Hub, and tried to keep from thinking. Don't run to meet it, don't get your hopes up. Whatever it is, let it happen, quietly.


The city was beautiful. Its official name was Galactic Center, but it was called The Hub because that is what it was, the hub and focus of a galaxy. It was the biggest city in the Milky Way. It covered almost the entire land area of the third planet of a Type G star that someone with a sense of humor had christened Pax. The planet was chosen originally because it was centrally located and had no inhabitants, and because it was within the limits of tolerance for the humanoid races. The others mostly needed special accommodations anyway.


And so from a sweet green any world with nothing on it but trees and grass and a few mild-natured animals The Hub had grown to have a population of something like ten billion people, spread horizontally and stacked up vertically and dug in underneath, and every one of them was engaged in some governmental function, or in espionage, or in both. Intrigue was as much a part of life in The Hub as corpuscles are a part of blood. The Hub boasted that it the only inhabited world in space where no single grain of wheat or saddle of mutton was grown, where nothing was manufactured and nobody worked at a manual job.


Durham loved it passionately. 


Both moons were in the sky now, One was small and low, like a white pearl hung
   just out of reach. The other was enormous. It had an atmosphere, and it servedd as warehouuse and supply base for the planet city, handling the billions of tons of shipping that kept it going. The two of them made a glorious spectacle verhead, but Durham did not bother to see them. The vast glow of the city paled them, made them unimportant. He was remembering how he had seen it when he was fresh from Earth, for the first timeâ��the supreme capital, beside which the world capitals were only toy cities, the heart and center of the galaxy where the decisions were made and the great men came and went. He was remembering how he had felt how he had been so sure of the future that he never gave it a second thought. 


But something happened.


What? 


Liquor, they said, and the accident.


No, not liquor, the hell with them. I could always carry my drinks.


The accident. Well, what of it? Didn't other people have accidents? And anyway, nobody really got hurt out of it. He didn't, and the girl didn'tâ��what if she wasn't his fiancee?â��and the confidential file he had in the 'copter hadn't fallen into anybody's hands. So there wasn't anything to that.


No. Not liquor and not the accident, no matter what they said. It was Hawtree, and a personal grudge because he, Durham, had had Hawtree's daughter out with him in the 'copter that night. And so what? He was only engaged to Willa Paulsen, not married to her, and anyway Susan Hawtree knew what she was doing. She knew darn well.


Hawtree, a grudge, and a little bad luck. That's what happened. And that's all.


The 'copter swerved and dropped onto a private landing stage attached to a penthouse. Durham knew it well, though he hadn't seen it for over a year. He got out, aware of palpitations and a gone feeling in the knees. He needed a drink, but he knew that he would have to go inside first and he forced himself to stand up and walk beside Paulsen as though nothing had ever happened. The head high, the face proud and calm, just a touch of bitterness but not too much.


Hawtree was alone in the living room. He glanced at Durham as he came in through the long glass doors. There was a servall standing in the comer and Hawtree said to it, "A drink for the gentleman, straight and stiff."


A small anger stirred in Durham Hawtree might at least have given him the choice. He said sharply, "No thanks."


Hawtree said, "Don't be a fool." He looked tired, but then he always had. Tired and keyed up, full of the drive and the brittle excitement of one who has juried peoples and nations, expressed as black marks on sheets of varicolored paper for so long that it has become a habit as necessary and destructive as hashish. To Paulsen he said, "I'll ring when I need vou "


Paulsen went out. The servall placed the drink in Durham's hand. He did not refuse it.


"Sit down," said Hawtree, and Durham sat, Hawtree dismissed the servall. Durham
   drank part of his drink and felt better. Well, he said, "I'm listening".


"You were a great disappointment to me, Durham."


"What am I supposed to say to that?"


"Nothing. Go ahead, finish your drink, I want to talk to a man, not a zombie."


Durham finished it angrily. "If you brought me all the way here to shake your finger at me, I'm going home again." That was what he said aloud. Inside, he wanted to get down and embrace Hawtree's knees and beg him for another chance.


"I brought you here," said Hawtree, "to offer youa job. If you do it, it might mean that certain doors could be opened for you again.


Durham sat perfectly still. For a moment he did not trust himself to speak. Then he said, "I'll take it."


Certain doors. That's what I've waited for, living like a bum, dodging creditors, hocking my shoes, waiting for those doors to open again.


HE TRIED not to show how he felt, sitting stiffly at ease in the chair, but a red flush began to burn in his cheeks and his hands moved. About time. About time, damn you, Hawtree, that you remembered me.


Damn you, oh damn you for making me sweat so long!


Hawtree said, "Did you ever hear of Nanta Dik?"


"No. What is it?"


"A planet. It belongs to a green star system, chart designation KL421, Sub-sector 9G, Sector 80, Quadrant 7. It's a very isolated system, the only inhabited one in 9G, as a matter of fact. 9G is a Terran quota sector, and since Nanta Dik is humanoid, it's become headquarters for our nationals who are engaged in business in that sub-sector."


Durham nodded. Unassimilated territory lying outside the Federation was divided among Federation members, allowing them to engage in trade only in their allotted sectors and subject to local law and license. This eliminated competitive friction between Federation worlds, threw open new areas to development, and eventuallyâ��usually under the sponsorship of the federated worldâ��brought the quota sectors into the vast family of suns that had already spread over more than half the galaxy. There were abuses now and again, but on the w I as a system, it worked pretty well.


"I take it that Nanta Dik is where I'm going."


"Yes. Now listen. First thing in the morning, go and book a third-class passage to Earth on the Sylvania Merchant, leaving on the day following. Let your friends know you're going home. They won't be surprised."


"Don't rub it in."


"Sorry. When you reach the spaceport walk across the main rotunda near the
   newsstand. Drop your ticket and your passport, folded together, go on to the newsstand and wait. They will be returned to you by a uniformed attendant, only
   your passport will be in a different name and your ticket will now be on a freighter outbound for Nanta Dik. You will then embark at once. Is that all clear?"


"Everything but the reason."


"I'll come to that. How good is your memory?"


"As good as it ever was."


"All right. When you reach Nanta Dik a man will meet you as you leave the ship. He will ask if you are the ornithologist. You will say yes. Thenâ��pay close attention to thisâ��you will say, The darkbhds will soon fly. Got that?"


"The darkbirds will soon fly. Simple enough. What's it mean?"


"9G is a rich sector, isolated, improperly policed, underpopulated. There has been a certain amount of trouble, poaching, claim jumping, outright piracy. The 'darkbirds' are a couple of suspected ships. We want to set a trap for them, and you know how things are on The Hub. If a man buys a pair of socks, the news is all across the galaxy in a week. That's the reason for all the secrecy."


"Is that all?"


"No." Hawtree got up, turning his I on Durham. He said harshly, "Listen Lloyd." It was the first time he had used Durham's Christian name. "This is an important job. It may not seem like one, but it is. Do it. There's somebody else who ited you to have another chance."


Durham did not say anything. He waited for Hwtree to turn around and face him
   and say the name. But he didn't, and finally Durham said, 


"Susan?"


"I don't know what she sees in you," said Hawtree, and pushed a button. Paulsen came in. Hawtree jerked a thumb at Durham. "Take him back. And tell Burke to give him the money."


Durham went out and got into the 'copter. He felt dizzy, and this time it was not from drinks or the lack of them. He sat, and Paulsen took the 'copter off.


Hawtree watched it from inside the glass doors until it was out of sight above the roof. And another man came from behind a door that led into Hawtree's private study, and watched it with him.


"Are you sure about him?" asked the man.


"I know him," Hawtree said. "He's a slob."


"But are you sure?"


"Don't worry, Morrison," Hawtree said. "I know him. He'll talk. Bet you a hundred he never even makes the spaceport."


"Blessed are the fools," said Morrison, "for they shall inherit nothing."


II


BAYA sat on the bed and watched him pack. She was from one of the worlds of Mintaka, and as humanoid as they came, not very tall but very well shaped, and colored one beautiful shade of old bronze from the crown of her head to the soles of her feet, except for her mouth, which was a vivid red.


"It seems funny," she said, "to think of you not being here tomorrow."


"Will you die of missing me?""


"Probably, for a day or two. I was comfortable. I hate upheavals."


Durham reached across her for his small stack of underwear. She was wearing the yellow silk thing that made her skin glow-by contrast. He saw that it was dubiously clean about the neck, and when he paused to kiss her he noticed the tiny lines around her mouth and eyes, the indefinable look of wear and hardness that was more destructive to beauty than the mere passing of years. Yesterday they had been two of a kind, part of the vast backwash left behind by other people's successes. Today he was far above her. And he was glad.


"The least you could do," she said, "would be to make this a really big evening. But I suppose you couldn't run to that."


"I've got money." Burke had given him some, but that was for expenses and he would neither mention it nor touch it. "Artie brought a pretty good price, so did the furniture." There was nothing left in the apartment but the bed, and even that was sold. He had bought back a few of his better belongings, and he still had a wad of credits. He felt good. He felt joyous and expansive. He felt like a man again. He poured two drinks and handed one to Baya.


"All right," he said, "here's to a big last evening. The biggest."


They had cocktails in a bar called The Moonraker because it was the highest point in that hemisphere of the city. It was the hour between sunset and moonrise, when the towers stood sharply defined against a sky of incredible dark biueness, with the brighter stars pricked out in it, and the dim canyons at the feet of the towers were lost in the new night, spectral, soft and lovely. And the night deepened, and the lights came on.


They wandered for a while among the high flung walkways that spanned the upper levels of the towers so that people need not spend half their lives in elevators. They skirted the vast green concourse from which the halls of government rose up white and unadorned and splendid. They only skirted one corner of it, because this galactic Capitol Hill ran for miles, dominating the whole official complex, and one enormous building of it was fitted up so that the non-humanoid Members of Universal Parliament could "attend" the sessions in comfort, never leaving their especially pressurized and congenially poisonous suites. Between humanoid and non-humanoid there were many scientific gradations of form. But for governmental purposes it boiled down simply to oxygen-breather or non-oxygen-breather.


"Human or not," said Durham, standing on an upper span, with the good liquor burning bright inside him, "human or not, they're only men like me. What they've done, I can do."


"This is dull," said Baya.


"Dull," said Durham. He shook his head in wonderment, staring at her. She was beautiful. Tonight she wore white, and her hair curled softly on her neck, and her mouth was languorous, and her eyesâ��her eyes were hard. They were always hard, always making a liar out of that pliant, generous mouth. "Doll, he said. "No wonder you never got anywhere."


She flared up at that, and said a few things about him. He knew they were no longer true, so he could afford to be amused by them. He smiled and said,


"Let's not quarrel, Baya. This is goodbye, remember. Come on, we'll have a drink at the Miran."


They floated down on the bright spider web levels of the walkways, drifting east, stopping at the Miran and then going on to another drinking place, and then to another. The walks were thronged with other people, people from hundreds of stars, thousands of worlds. People of an infinite variety of sizes, shapes and colors, dressed in every imaginable and unimaginable fashion. Ambassadors, MP's, wives and mist couriers, calculator jockeys, topologists and graph men, office girls, hairdressers, janitors, pimps, you-name-it. Durham saw them through a golden haze, and loved them, because they were the city and he was a part of them again.


He was out of the backwash of not-being. Hawtree had had to give in, and this footling errand to some dust speck nobody ever heard of was simply a necessary device to save his own face. All right, Hawtree, fine. We will go along with the gag. And you may inform the haughty Miss Hawtree, who can, believe us, be also the naughty Miss Hawtree, that we don't know if we want her back or not. We'll see.


"--take me with you," Baya was saying. Durham shook his head. "Lone trip, honey. Can't possibly."


"Are you ashamed of me, Lloyd? That's it, you're ashamed to take me to Earth."


"No. No. Now, Bayaâ��" 


He looked at her. His vision was a bit blurred by now, he could see just enough background to wonder how the devil they'd got to this closed-in-looking drinking place. But Baya's face was clear enough. She was crying.


"Now, Baya, honey, it s not thatâ��it s not that at all."


"Then why can't I go with you to Earth?"


"Becauseâ��listen, Baya, can you keep a secret?" He laughed, and his own laughter sounded blurred too. "Promise?"


"Promise."


"Iâ��"


DEAD stop. The words rattled on his tongue, but remained unspoken. Why? Was it because of Baya's eyes, that wept tears but had no sorrow in them? He could see them quite clearly, and they were not sorrowful at all, but avid.


"I promised, Lloyd. You can tell me." There was a table under his hands, with an exotically patterned cloth on it. He had no memory of having sat down at it. There was a wall of plasticoid cement covered with a crude mural in bright primaries. There was a low, vaulted ceiling, also painted. There were no windows.


"How did we get here?" Durham asked stupidly. "It's underground."


"It's just a place," Baya said impatiently. And then she said sharply, "What's the matter with you?"


Blood and fumes hammered together in his bulging temples, and his back felt cold. "Where's the men's room, Baya?"


Her mouth set in anger and disgust. She called, "Varnik!"


A tall powerful man with a very long neck and skin the color of a ripe plum came up to the table. He wore an apron.


Baya said, "Better take him there, Varnik."


The plum colored man took him and ran him to a door and put him through it. From there a servall took over. It was very efficient.


"Are you through, sir?"


"God, no. Not nearly."


One more word and you would have been through. Forever. Drunken blabbermouth Durham, smart aleck Durham, would-be big shot Durham, ready to babble out his secret and blow his last chance of a comeback. But why did Baya have to be so insistently curious? 


Why, indeed?


He began to feel both sick and scared.


After a time he made it to the row of basins and splashed cold water on his face and head. There was a mirror above the basin. He looked into it. "Hello, bum," he said.


Face it, Durham. You're a drunken bum. You are exactly what Willa Paulsen said you were, what Susan Hawtree said you were, what they all said you were. You get a second chance, and you go right out and get drunk and blow it Or, almost. Another minute and you'd have blabbed everything you know to Baya.


Baya, who cried because he wouldn't tell her; who had brought him to this rathole. He took a clearer look at it when he went shakily out of the men's room. The place almost empty, and it had a close, smothery feeling. Durham had never liked these underground streets, this vaguely un-demi-world that wound itself around the foundations of the city. It was considered smart to go slumming here, but this place was somehow wrong.


There were a man and woman at a table across the room, a young, pale green couple who pretended too carefully not to see him. There was Varnik, the plum colored proprietor, at a tall desk beside the main door. And there was Baya at their table.


She handed him a glass when he came over. "Feel better? I ordered you a sedative." Without sitting down he put the glass to his lips. It did not taste like any sedative he could remember, and he thought he had tried them all.


"I don't want it."


"Don't be a fool, Lloyd. Take it." Her eyes were cold now, and he was suddenly
   quite sure why he had been brought here.


Durham said softly, "Good night, tramp. Giod night and good-bye." He ran around
   the table and made a rush for the entrance.


Varnik stepped from the tall desk to bar his way, holding out a piece of paper.
   "Sir," he said. "Your check."


Durham heard three chairs scrape behind him. He did not pause. He bent and drove the point of his shoulder as hard as he could at a spot just above Varnik's wide
   belt. Varnik let go a gasping sigh and wheeled away. Durham went out the door. 


The underground street was brightly lighted. It ran straight to right and left, under a low roof, and disappeared on either hand around a right angle turn. Durham went to the left for no particular reason. There were people on the street. He dodged among them, running. They stopped and stared at him, and there was an echo of other feet behind him, also running. He sped around the corner, and it occurred to him that he was completely lost, that he did not even know what part of the city lay above him, or how far. There were different levels to this under-city, following down the foundations, the conduits and tubes and sewers and pumping stations. For the first time he began to feel genuinely trapped, and genuinely afraid.


The street ran straight ahead until it ended against a buttressed foundation wall. There were doors and windows on either side of it. People lived here. There were joints, some fancy-exotic for the carriage trade, others just joints. A couple of smaller streets opened off it, darker and more winding. Durham plunged into one, pausing briefly to look back. Fleeting like deer around the corner were the young pale green couple who had sat at the other table in Varnik's. There was something about the purposeful way they ran that sent a quiver of pure terror through Durham's insides.


He ran again, as hard as he could, wondering who the devil they were and what they wanted with him.


What did anyone want with him, and the small bit of a secret he carried?


THE narrow street wound and twined. Clearly echoing along the vault of the roof he could hear footsteps. One. Two. Coming fast. He saw an opening no wider than a crack in the wall. He turned into it. It was quite dark in there and he knew he could not go much farther, and that fact added to his burden of shame. There had been a time when this much of a sprint would hardly have breathed him. He tottered on, looking for a place to hide in, and there wasn't any, and his heart banged and floundered against his ribs, and the muscles of his thighs were like wet strings.


There was a square opening with blank walls all around it and a great big manhole cover in the middle. There was the way he had come in, and there was another narrow way he might have come out, but Varnik was coming through it, running a little crooked and breathing hard. He stopped when he saw Durham. Baya, panting up behind, almost ran into him. Varnik grunted and sprang.


With feeble fierceness, Durham resisted. It got him nowhere. The plum colored man struck him several times out of pure pique, cursing Durham for making trouble, for bruising his gut, for making him run like this. Baya stood by and watched.


"Will you behave now?" Varnik demanded. He whacked Durham again, and Durham glared at him out of dazed eyes and felt the world tilt and slide away from him.


Suddenly there were new voices, footsteps, confusion. He fell, what seemed a long way but was really only to his hands and knees.


The young couple had come into the square space. They were small lithe people, muscled like ocelots, and their skin color was a pale green, very pretty, and characteristic of several different races, but no good for identification here. The girl's tunic had slipped aside over the breast, and the skin there was a clear gold, like new country butter. They both had guns in their strong little fists, and they were speaking over Durham to Varnik and Baya.


"We will question this man alone." "Oh, no," said Varnik angrily. "You don't get away with that." Baya bent over Durham. "Come on, lover," she said. "Get up." Her voice was cooing. To the strangers she said, "That wasn't our deal at all." "You failed," said the girl with the two-colored skin, and she fired a beam with frightening accuracy, exactly between them. A piece of the wall behind them fused and flared. Varnik's eyes came wide open.


"Well," he said. "Well, if that's the way you feel about it."


He turned. Baya hesitated, and the muzzle of the gun began to move her way. She
   snarled something in her own language and decided to go after Varnik.


Durham got his hands and feet bunched under him. He didn't know what he was going to do, but he knew that once he was left alone with the two small fleet strangers he would eventually talk, and after that it would not matter much what happened to him.


He said to them, hopefully, "You have the wrong man. I don't knowâ��"


There were the five of them in the small space. There were the two couples facing each other, and Durham on his knees between them. And then there was something else.


There was a spiky shadow, perfectly black, of undetermined size and nameless shape, except that it was spiky.


Baya did not quite scream. She pressed against Varnik, and they both recoiled into the alley mouth. The young couple paled under their greenness, and they, too, drew back. Durham crouched on the ground.


The shadow bounded and rolled and leaped through the air and hung cloudlike over Durham's head. Suddenly it shrieked out, in a high, toneless voice like that of a deaf child, a clatter of gibberish in which one syllable stood clear, repeated several times.


"Jubb!" said the shadow. "Jubb! Jubb! Jubb!"
   III
   JUBB. It might have been a name, a curse, or a battle cry. Whatever it was, the young couple did not like it. Their faces twisted into slim masks of hate. They raised their guns at the shadow, and the shadow laughed. Abruptly it bunched up small and shot at them.


Durham heard them yell, in pain or fright or both, and he heard their running feet, but he did not see what happened to them. He was going away himself, down the narrow alley that Varnik and Baya were no longer interested in blocking. When he reached the end of the alley he came out onto a well lighted street with lots of people on it, but he still did not feel safe.


Varnik and Baya were not far away. Baya was leaning against a wall, with her mouth wide open. She was not used to running. Varnik was standing beside her looking sulky. He scowled at Durham when he came out of the alley. Durham stopped, bracing himself and ready to yell for help. But Varnik shook his h "Nyuh!" he said.


Baya panted. "What's the matter, you afraid?"


"Yes," said Varnik. "Those two little green ones, they are not playing for fun. And that black oneâ��"" He quivered all over. I'm afraid. I see you again, Baya." He went away. Baya was close onto tears, partly from her own fright, partly from sheer fury and frustration. But she did not She turned and looked at Durham. "What got into you?" she said. "It was all set, and then you had to louse it up." She cursed him. "It's just like you, Lloyd, to cost me a nice chunk of money." 


"Who are those people, Baya?" 


"They didn't tell me. I didn't ask." 


"Total strangers, eh?"


"Turned up this afternoon at my apartment. I should think you could tell. They're not the type I run with."


"No." He frowned, still breathing hard and wiping sweat from his face. "How did they know about us?"


She shrugged, and said maliciously, "Somebody must have told them. Well, so
   long, Lloyd. I wish you all the luck you deserve."


She walked off slowly, patting her hair into place, straightening the line of her white dress. She did not look back. Durham watched her for a second. Then he began to walk fast as he could in the opposite direction, keeping in the brightest lights. After a bit he found a stairwalk. He rode up on it through two levels, and all the while the roots of his hair were prickling and he was darting nervous glances over his shoulder and into the air over his head.


Jubb. Jubb. Jubb.


He envied Varnik who could go away and forget the whole thing.


It was still night when he reached the surface. The shadow did not seem to have
   followed him, but how could you tell? Even a city as brilliantly lighted as The Hub always has shadowy corners by night. He kept listening for that high, flat, hooting voice. It did not speak to him, and he hailed a skycab, appalled by how little time he had left to catch the pre-dawn ferry.


He made it with no minutes to spare. He found a place on the dark side and settled himself for the four-hour run, and then everything caught up to him at once and he began to shake. He sat there in the grip of a violent reaction, living over again Hawtree's instructions and the evening with Baya and the nightmare run through the underground streets, and the coming of the shadow. The dark birds will soon fly. Was that enough for people to kill for? It might be if they had an interest in those ships, but the young couple did not look the type. And the shadow?


He shivered and looked out the port. The long thin shadow of the ship extended itself indefinitely into space, but all around it there was light, and the curve of the planet below was a blaze of gold. Down there was Hawtree and a big part of his life. Above and ahead was the huge cool face of the moon, and that was the future, all unexplored. Durham clenched his cold hands together between his knees and thought, I've got to do this, stay sober and do it, a little for Hawtree but mostly for myself. A man can't look at himself twice the way I did tonight. Once is all he can stand. And once ought to be enough.


The brightness blurred and swam. Presently he slept, and his dreams were thronged with shadows hooting "Jubb! Jubb! Jubb!"


Four hours later Durham walked across the vast main rotunda of the lunar spaceport, dropping his little bundle of passport and ticket as casually as he could. He continued on to the newsstand and made a pretense of looking over the half credit microbooks, waiting.


While he waited he wondered. He wondered how the young couple had known about Baya. He wondered what the shadow md where it came from, and why it had defended him from the young couple, and what was the meaning of the rather ridiculous word "Jubb." He wondered if he wasn't crazy not to pick up his ticket to Earth and use it. 


He wanted a drink very badly.


A uniformed attendant came and said, "I think you dropped this, sir."


He held out a passport with a ticket folded in it. Durham examined them, put them in his pocket, and tipped the attendant, who went away. Durham bought three microbooks and moved on. He could not see anybody watching him, and he told himself it was only nerves that made the skin creep on his back as though eyes were boring into it.


The switch had been made all right on his papers. His name was now John Mills Watson and he had a passage to Nanta Dik aboard the freighter Margaretta K. He still wanted a drink. He was determined that he would not go and get it, and he headed grimly for a stairwalk that led down to the port cab system. He had almost stepped onto it, and then from the loudspeakers all over the huge rotunda a voice boomed out, saying, "Mr. Lloyd Durham, please come to the Information Desk."


Durham flinched as though somebody had struck him. He thought, Hawtree's sent word to recall me. Perhaps it was a trap.


HE APPROACHED the desk cautiously, while his name continued to blare forth from the loudspeakers. Somebody was standing there. A woman, with her back to him. He had not seen that back for over a year, not since the night of the accident, but he had not forgotten it.


"Hello, Susan," he said.


She turned around, and he added bitterly, "He needn't have sent you." He was convinced now that she had come to call him back.


She seemed surprised. "Who?"


"Your father."


"Dad? Good heavens, Lloyd, you don't suppose he knows I'm here!" She was tall, as he remembered her, and handsome, and beautifully dressed, and very self-assured. She smiled, one of those brittle things with no humor in it, and then she asked, "How long have you before take-off?"


Durham said slowly, "Time enough."


"We can't talk here."


"No. Come on, I'll buy you a drink."


They walked in silence to the crowded, noisy spaceport bar. They found a place and sat down. Durham ordered. Susan Hawtree sat opening and closing her handbag as though the operation was of the most absorbing interest.


He asked, "Why did you come here?" "It seemed as though somebody ought to say good-bye."


"Who told you I was leaving?" "I have a friend in the travel office. She tells me if anybody I know books passage home."


"Convenient."


"Yes."


The drinks came. There was a clatter of voices, speaking in a thousand tongu< laughing, crying, saying hello and good-bye and till we meet again. Susan turned her glass round and round in her fingers, and Durham watched her.


"I'm sorry, Lloyd. Sorry everything could not have turned out better."


"Yes. So am I."


"I hope you'll have better luck at home."


"Thanks."


Another silence in which Durham tried hard to figure her angle.


He said, "I heard you tried to talk your father into giving me another chance. Thanks for that."


She stared at him blankly and shook her head. "You know how Dad feels about you. I've never dared mention your name." A cold feeling settled in the pit of Durham's stomach. There's somebody else, Lloyd, who wanted you to have another chance. Fatherly intuition?


Or a big fat lie?


Let's face it, Durham, why would Hawtree send you on a mission to the dog pound? There are ten billion people on The Hub. He could have found somebody else.


The whole business smells. It reeks. But wait. Suppose he sent Susan here to test me; to see if I'd talk? Not too believable, but a pleasanter belief than the alternative. Let's see.


"Susan. Look, I can say this now because I'm going home and that's the end of it. We won't see each other any more. I should never have got engaged to Willa, I didn't love her. It was you all the time."


He caught the quick glint of tears in her eyes and was appalled. Tears for him?
   From Susan Hawtree?


That's why I went with you that night," she whispered. "I thought I could take you from her. I thought I could make you be what you ought to beâ��oh, damn you, Lloyd, I should never have come here!" 


She jumped up and walked rapidly a from the table. He followed her, with his I his eyes and his mouth both wide open and something very strange happening inside him.


One thing sure. She was no plant.


"Susan."


"Don't you have to get aboard or something?"


"Yes, butâ��Susan, ride down with me I want to talk to you."


"There's nothing to talk about. But she went to the stairwalk with him, and rode down, her face turn, her head held so high she seemed to tower over him.


"Susan," he said. "Do you thinkâ��could you give meâ��"


No, that's not the gambit. But what do you sayâ��Susan, I'm a changed man. Susan, wait for me?


The stairwalk slid them gently off onto a very long platform. There was a crowd on it, sorting itself into the endless lines of purple monorail taxis that moved along both sides.


"Susan."


"Good-bye, Lloyd."


"No, wait a minute. Plea I don't know quite howâ��"


Suddenly they were not alone. A young couple had joined them. The color of their
   skin had changed from pale green to a n burnt orange, and their clothing was
   different, but Durham recognized them without difficulty. A hard object prodded
   him in the side, and the young man, smiling, said to him, "Get into that cab." The woman, also smiling, said to Susan Hawtree, "Don't scream. Keep perfectly quiet."


Susan's face went white. She looked at Durham, and Durham said to the young man, "Let her go, she has nothing to do with this!"


"Get in the cab," said the young man.


"Both of you."


"I think," said Susan, "we'd better do it."


They got in. The doors closed automatically behind them. The young man, with his free hand, took out a ticket and laid it in the scanner slot, with the code number of the ship's docking area uppermost. The taxi clicked, hummed, and took off smoothly.


Durham saw the ticket as the young man removed it from the scanner. It was a passage to Nanta Dik aboard the freighter Margaretta K.


IV


THE MONORAILS came out onto the surface in bunches like very massive cables and then began to branch out, the separate "wires" of the cables eventually spreading into a network that covered the entire moon. The taxi picked up speed, clicking over points as it swerved and swung, feeling its way onto the one clear track that led where its scanner had told it to go. Durham was aware obliquely of other monorail taxis in uncountable numbers going like the devil in all directions, and of other types of machines moving below on the surface, and of mobile cranes that walked like buildings, and of an horizon filled with the upthrust noses of great ships like the towers of some fantastic city. Beside him Susan Hawtree sat, rigid and quivering, and before him on the opposite seat were the two young people with the guns.


Durham said, in a voice thick with anger and fright, "Why did you have to drag her into it?"


The man shrugged. "She is perhaps part of the conspiracy. In any case, she would have made an alarm."


"What do you mean, conspiracy? I'm going home to Earth. She came to say goodbyeâ��" Durham leaned forward. "You're the same two bastards from last night. What do youâ��"


"Please," said the man, contemptuously. He gestured with the gun. "You will both sit still with your hands behind your heads. So. Wanbecq-ai will search you. If cither one should attempt to interfere, the other will suffer for it."


The wiry young woman did her work swiftly and efficiently. "No weapons," she said. "Hai! Wanbecq, look here!" She began to gabble in a strange tongue, pointing to Durham's passport and ticket, and then to Susan's ID card. Wanbecq's narrow eyes narrowed still further.


"So," he said to Durham. "Your name has changed since yesterday, Mr. Watson. And for one who returns to Sol III, you choose a long way around."


Susan stared hard at Durham. "What's he talking about?"


"Never mind. Listen, youâ��Wanbecq, is that your name? Miss Hawtree has nothing to do with any of this. Her fatherâ��"


"Is a part of the embassy which sent you out," said Wanbecq, flicking Susan's ID card with his finger. "Do not expect me to believe foolishness, Mr. Watson-Durham." He spoke rapidly to Wanbecq-ai. She nodded, and they both turned to Susan.


"Obviously you were sent with instructions for Mr. Durham, Will you tell us now what they were?"


Susan's face was such a blank of amazement that Durham would have laughed if the situation had not been so extremely unfunny.


"Nobody sent me with anything. Nobody even knows I came. Lloyd, are these people crazy? Are you crazy? What's going on here?"


He said, "I'm not sure myself. But I think there are only two possibilities. One, your father is a scoundrel. Two, he's a fool being used by scoundrels. Take your pick. In either case, I'm the goat."


Her white cheeks turned absolutely crimson. She tried twice to say something to Durham. Then she turned and said to the Wanbecqs, "I've had enough of this. Let me out."


They merely glanced at her and went on talking.


"You might as well relax," said Durham to her, in colloquial English, hoping the
   Wanbecqs could not understand it. "I'm sorry you got into this, and I'll try to get you out, but don't do anything silly."


She called him a name she had never learned in the Embassy drawing rooms. There was a manual switch recessed in the body of the taxi, high up and sealed in  with a special plastic. It said EMERGENCY on it. Susan took off her shoe and swung. The plastic shattered. Susan dropped the shoe and grabbed for the switch. Wanbecq yelled. Wanbecq-ai leaped headlong for in and bore her back onto the seat. She was using her gun flatwise in her hand, solely as a club. Susan let out one furious wail.


And Durham, moving more by instinct than by conscious thought, grabbed Wanbecq-ai's uplifted arm and pulled her over squalling onto his lap. Wanbecq started forward from the opposite scat.


"Don't," said Durham. He had Wanbecq-ai's wrist in one hand and her neck in the other, and he was not being gentle. Wanbecq-ai covered him, and the two of them together covered Susan. Wanbecq stood with his knees bent for a spring, his gun flicking back and forth uncertainly. Wanbecq-ai had stopped squalling. Her face was turning dark. Susan huddled where she is, half stunned. Durham shifted his grip on Wanbecq-ai's arm and got the gun into his own hand.


"Now," he said to Wanbecq. "Drop it."


Wanbecq dropped it. Durham scrabbled it in with his heel until it was between his own feet. Then he heaved Wanbecq-ai forcibly at her husband. It was like heaving a rag doll, and while Wanbecq was dealing with her Durham managed to pick up the other gun.


Susan lifted her head. She looked around with glassy eyes and then, with single-minded persistence, she got up. Durham said sharply, "Sit down!"


Susan reached up for the emergency. Durham smacked her across the stomach with the back of his left hand, not daring to take his eyes off the Wanbecqs. She doubled over it and sat down again. Durham said, "All right now, damn it, all of you sit still!"


THE taxi sped on it humming rail, farther and farther into the reaches of the spaceport. Below there were the wide clear spaces of the landing aprons, and great ships standing in them, their tails down and their noses high in the air, high above the monorail, towering over the freight belts and the multitude of machines that served them.


Ahead there was the onracing edge of twilight, and beyond it, coming swiftly, was the lunar night.


Durham said to Wanbecq, "What's this all about?"


Wanbecq sneered.


"You know," said Durham, "there's a law against changing the color of your skin for the purpose of committing criminal acts. That's so the wrong people won't get blamed. There's a law against carrying lethal weapons. There is even, humorously enough, a law against espionage on The Hub. You know I'm going to turn you over to the authorities?"


Again Wanbecq sneered. He was a hateful little man, but he looked so young and so proudly martyred that Durham almost felt sorry for him. Almost. Not quite.


"On second thought," he said, "I guess I'll save you both for Jubb."


That was a random shot, prompted by the memory of how their faces looked when the shadow-thing had squealed that word at them. It hit. Wanbecq's face became distorted with a fanatic hatred, and Wanbecq-ai, rubbing her throat, croaked, "Then you are in league with The Beast." She pronounced that name with unmistakable capitals.


"Who said I was?" asked Durham. "The darkbird came to help you. It told us Jubb had claimed you."


"It did," said Durham softly, "did it?" The dark birds will soon fly. The dark birds merely refer to a couple of ships engaged in poaching. That's what you say, Mr. Hawtree.


"What is a darkbird? You mean that shadow thing


"They are the servants, the familiars of The Beast," said Wanbecq. "The instruments by which he hopes to enslave all humanity. Do not pretend, Mr. Durham."


"I'm not. This Jubbâ��what is he beside The Beast?"


Wanbecq stared at and Durham made a menacing gesture. "Come on, I want to know."


"Jubb is the ruler of Senya Dik."


"And Senya Dik?"


"Our sister planet. A dark and evil sister, plotting our destruction. A demon sister, Mr. Durham. Have you ever heard of the Bitter Star?"


"I never heard of any of it but I find it interesting. Go on." 


"Whoever controls the darkbirds controls the Star, and whoever controls the Star can do anything he wishes. This is Jubb." Wanbecq thrust out his hands. "You're human, Mr. Durham. If you have sold your soul, take it back again. Fight with us, not against us."


"I assume," said Durham, "that Jubb is not human."


Wanbecq-ai made an abrupt sound of disgust. "This is silly, Mr. Durham. If you know so little why are you going to Nanta Dik at all?"


Durham did not answer. He did not have any answer to that one. Wondered if ever he would have it.


"If you are so ignorant," continued Wanbecq-ai viciously, "of course you don't know that the Terran consul Karlovic is over his head in intrigue, conniving with Jubb in order to make this treaty of Federation." Durrham sat up straight. "A treaty of what?"


"The sector," said Wanbecq slowly, "will belong either to the human race or to the beast, but it cannot belong to both."


"Federation," said Durham, answering his own question. And suddenly many formless things began to fit together into a shape that was still cloudy but had a sinister solidity. In order for a solar system to become a member of the Federation its member planets were required to have achieved unity among the ith
   common citizenship, a common council, common laws. And in order for a sub-sector to become federated, all its systems must have reached a like accord.


In this case, since the system of the two Diks was the only inhabited one in the
   sub-sector, the two things were the same.


The fate of 9G rested solely on the behaviour of two planets.


If 9G remained unfederated, the company or companies engaged in mining or other business under local license could continue to operate in almost any way they chose as long as they kept the local officials happy. They could strip the whole area of its mineral resources, pile up incredible fortunes, and leave the native worlds with nothing. But if 9G became a member of the Federation, Federation law would immediately step in, and Federation enforcement of same, and if there were any abuses of native rights, the people responsible would suffer for it.


Postulate a company. Postulate a connection between it and Hawtree. Postulate and postulate.


At around three hundred miles an hour the taxi plunged into the twilight zone. Light sprang on automatically. Outside it became dark very swiftly, and the darkness roared, and glittered with a million lamps.


"Who," asked Durham, "is principally against your two worlds uniting so that the treaty can go through?"


"All of us," said Wanbecq fiercely. "Shall we give up our rights, our independence, our human institutions, everything our race has stood forâ��"


Wanbecq-ai cried out, "We will never unite, never! No one can force us to betray our species!"


Susan began to cry.


"Please," said Durham. "Baby? You're all right."


"You hit me."


"I had to. I'll apologize later. Be quiet now, Susan, please." He turned back to the Wanbecqs. "Everybody on Nanta Dik feels that way?"


"There are traitors everywhere," said Wanbecq darkly. "Some of them, unfortunately, are in positions of power."


"They won't be for long," said Wanbecq-ai. "Look here, Mr. Durham, you're going to Nanta Dik with a message. We aren't the only ones who want to know what it is. Jubb has sent a darkbird for you. Take my advice. Tell us your message and back to The Hub."


Susan said in a nasty muffled voice, "Youre insane. Nobody would trust him with a message to the milkman. He lost his job because he couldn't be trusted."


Without rancor, Durham said, "You're absolutely right, darling. And wouldn't it
   be strangely fitting if that's why I got my job back again?" He said to the Wanbecqs, "Somebody tipped you off about me. Who?"


"We know him oniy as a friend of humanity."


"Someody must have sent you here from Nanta Dik."


"On our world there are many friends of humanity. Think of them, Mr. Durham, when you kiss the Bitter Star."


The taxi slowed, strongly, smoothly. The blurred panorama of lights and ships became separable into individual shapes. Durham stared out ahead. There was the form of a freighter, ugly and immensely powerful, on a landing apron only partially lighted. The Margaretta K. 


Durham asked, "Who owns her?" 


"Universal Minerals." 


"And who owns Universal Minerals?" 


"Several people, I think, all Earthmen." 


"Who speaks for Universal Minerals on Nanta Dik?"


A little reluctantly, Wanbecq said "There is a man named Morrison."


The name rang no bell in Durham's mind. It brought no visible reaction to Susan's face either, though he was watching it closely.


"And how," he asked, "does Morrison feel about humanity?"


"Ask the Bitter Star," said Wanbecq, and the taxi slid to a halt beside the platform on which Durham now saw that several men were standing. Wanbecq and Wanbecq-ai hunched forward expectantly. 


"No," said Durham. "I'm getting out, but you're not." He nudged Susan. "Get ready."


The doors slid open automatically. Susan scrambled out. Durham went right behind her, twisted like a cat in the opening, and splashed a brief warning blast off the floor at the feet of the Wanbecqs, who had raised a frantic cry and were trying to follow. 


Sussan aid breathlessly, "Oh!"


The men who had been standing on the platform were now rushing forward. Three were lean and butter-colored. One was a burly Earthman, who said in a tone of amazement, "What the hellâ��"


"Hold it!" Durham shouted. He swept Susan behind him and tried to cover all fronts at once, not knowing whether the men were there to capture him or were only there by chance and responding to the Wanbecqs' cry for help. "These people attacked us. I nave passage on your shipâ��"


From out of the night there came a shrill, flat, hooting cry of "Jubb! Jubb! Jubb!"


The butter-colored men yelled. They scattered away and out, their feet scrabbling on the platform. The Earthman was slower and more belligerent. He turned around and the spiky little blob of darkness came leaping at him. He put up his hands and struck at it, and the darkbird hooted as the fists passed through it, crackling. The Earthman opened his mouth in a round shocked O and went rigid, rising up on the tips of his toes. The darkbird seemed to merge with his skull for the fraction of a second, and he crumpled down with his mouth still open and his chest rising and falling heavily. The darkbird swooped toward Durham.


Durham fired at it.


It soaked up part of the beam and left the rest, like a well-fed cat rejecting an overplus of milk. It darted past Durham and into the taxi, where it bounced agilely, once and twice. Wanbecqand and Wanbecq-ai fell down on the floor. The doors closed softly and the taxi mechanism whirred and the rail hummed as it took off, heading back to the main terminal. The darkbird returned to Durham.


Susan said in a strange voice, "What is that?"


"Never mind now. Come on."


He started to drag her toward the ramp that led down from the platform. She fought him. She was getting hysterical, and he didn't blame her. The darkbird followed along behind. When they readied the level, Susan planted her feet mulishly and refused to go any farther.


"I don't dare leave you alone out here," he said desperately. "Come along to the ship and the captain will see that you get back safelyâ��"


The darkbird circled and dived at Susan. She bolted. It dived at Durham. He bolted too, off to the right, to the edge of the apron, where he caught up with Susan again. They ran between the storage sheds, onto a spur of the freight-belt system. It was still now, not carrying any freight. They tried to run across it to the other side, but the darkbird drove them back. It was immediately apparent, of course, that the thing was herding them. He shouted at it to let Susan alone, but it did not listen to him. And he thought, it wants us to go somewhere, so it won't knock us out. Maybe? It's worth a try. 


He took Susan and jumped off the belt and ran.


The darkbird touched him, ever so gently. He tried to yell, gave up, and tottered back where it wanted him to go,  with every nerve in him pulled taut and twanglig in a horrible half-pleasurable fashion that made his legs and arms move unnaturally, as though he were dancing. The darkbird followed, once again placid and unconcerned.


They went along the belt for some distance. It was limber, sagging a bit between the giant rollers, and it boomed under their feet with a sharp slapping sound. Susan stumbled so often he picked her up and carried her. There was nobody to call to, nobody to ask for help. The towering ships were far away. 


The darkbird nudged him again at last, out across a landing apron where a very strange looking ship stood in the solitary of majesty of impending take-off. The flood lights were blinking at twenty-second intervals, visual warning to stand clear, and Durham ran staggering through a stroboscopic nightmare, with the white-faced girl in his arms.


Dark, light. Black, bright. A haze of exhaustion swam before his eyes. Things moved in it, jerky shapes in an old film, in in antique penny peep show. Day, night. Dark, bright. The things moved closer, unhuman things clad in fantastic pressure suits. Durham screamed.


He tried to run again, and the darkbird touched him. Once more there was the unbearable twitching of the nerves and he danced in the black, bright, day, night. He danced into a large box that was waiting for him, and he kept going until he struck the end wall of hard metal. He turned then and saw the very thick door go sighing shut and the dogs go slipping into place snick-snick or the other, and it was too late even to try to get out again.


He set Susan down as gently as he could and sank down beside her. The floor moved up under him sharply. There was a clanging and clattering of tackle overhead, and then a sickening sidewise lurch. The on-off pattern of the light changed outside the two round windows that were in the box. It became a steady green, in which his hands showed like two sickly-white butterflies on his knees. There were more noises, hollow and far away, and then a second lurch, a lift, a drop, and after that a larger motion encompassing the box and the entire locus in which it stood.


Durham put his face in his hands and gave up.


V


SUSAN was screaming. Let me out. She was pounding on something. Durham started up. He must have slept or passed out. The box was perfectly still now. There was no sense of motion. But he could tell by the change in gravity that the ship was in space.


Susan was by one of the windows. She was pounding on it with her favorite implement, the heel of her shoe. Durl went to her and glanced out. Cold sweat broke out on him, and he grabbed her hand.


"Stop it! Are you crazy?" He wrenched the shoe from her and threw it across the small space of the box. Then he felt of the glass, peering at it, frantic lest she should have cracked it.


"I'm going to get," said Susan grimly, and groped around for somethng heavier. 


"Look." He shook her and turned her face to the window. "Do you see that air
   out there?"


The box now stood in a large empty hold. He could see the curve of the ship's
   hull, ribbed with tremendous struts of steel, and a deck of metal plates, glistening in the green light. Green light? Earth should have a yellow-white type light, the kind that the sun gives off. Well, yesâ��but suppose that the sun was green?


Nanta Dik circles a green star.


So does Senya Dik. Those creatures outside the ship were anything but humanoid. Jubb's darkbird herded us in here. Easy. Now we know.


"What about the air?" asked Susan. "Let go of me."


"It's poisonous. Can't you tell by looking at it?" It rolled and roiled and sluggishly shifted in vapors of thick chartreuse and vivid green. "And don't you remember, they were wearing pressure suits? They couldn't live in our atmosphere. We surely couldn't live in theirs."


There was no answer.


"Susan. Susan?"


"I want to go home," she said, and began to cry.


"There now, Susie. Take itâ��"


"Don't call me Susie!"


"All right, but take it easy. I'll find out what the situation is and then I'llâ��"


"You'll what? You'll make a mess of things just like you always have. You'll get me into more trouble, just like you got me into this. You're no good, Lloyd, and I wish I'd never seen you. I wish I'd never come to say good-bye!" She rushed to the window and began to pound on it again, this time with her fists.


Durham hauled her away and shook her until her jaw rattled together. "I'm sorry you came too," he said savagely. "You're the last person in the galaxy I'd pick to be in trouble with. A damned spoiled female with no honesty, no courage, no nothing but your father's position to trade on." He wrapped his arms tight around her. "Hell, this is no time to be quarrelling. Let's both keep our mouths shut. Come on, honey, we're not dead yet."


She choked a little, and stood trembling against him. Then she said,


"I think I fell over a chair a while ago. Maybe there's a lamp. Let's look."


The green light was dim, but their eyes were used to it. They found a lamp and
   turned it on. The box was flooded with a clear white glare, very grateful to Earthly senses. Durham looked around and said slowly, "II'I be damned."


The box was about the size of a small room. It had in it an armchair, a bunk, compact cupboards and lockers, a sink and hotplate, and a curtained-off corner with a sanitary device. Durham turned on one of the sink taps. Water came out. He turned it off and went and sat down in the armchair.


"I'm damned," he said again. "Freezer," said Susan, looking into tilings. "Food concentrates. Pots and pans. Blanket. Change of clothesâ��all men's. Booze, two bottles of it. Rack of micro-books. Somebody went to a lot of trouble."


"Yes."


"Pretty comfortable. Everything you need, all self-contained."


"Uh."


"But Lloydâ��it's only for one." He said dismally, "We'll take turns on the bunk." But it wasn't the bunk that worried him. He went and looked out of the other window. By craning his head he could see an assembly of storage tanks, pressure tanks, pumps, purifiers, blower units, all tightly sealed against any admixture of Senyan air. That, too, was only for one. A most ghastly claustrophobia came over Durham, and for a moment he saw Susan, not as a spoiled and pretty girl, but as his rival for the oxygen that was life.


Susan said, "Lloyd. Something is coming in."


For an instant he thought she meant into the box, and then he realized that the reverberating clang he heard must be the hatch door of the hold. He joined her at the opposite window.


There were twoâ��no, three dark shapes coming toward the box, moving swiftly through the green and chartreuse vapors. They undulated on two pairs of stubby legs set fore and aft under a flexible lower body. Their upper bodies, carried erect, were rather bulbous and tall, with well-defined heads and two sets of specialized arms, the lower ones thick and powerful for heavy work, the upper ones as delicate as an engraver's fine tools. Their skin was a glossy black, almost like patent leather. They wore neat harnesses of what looked like metal webbing in the way of dress, and on the breast strap each one carried an insigne.


"Ship's officers," Durham guessed. "Probably one of them's the captain."


"They're horrible," said Susan. She backed away from window until the end of the bunk caught her behind the knees and she sat down. 


Durham laughed. "Fine pair of cosmopolites we are. We're used to the idea of non-humanoids. There are a lot of them on The Hub, but they're mostly segregated by necessity, so we practically never really see any. But now we're the ones who have to be segregated. And the reality is quite another thing from the idea, isn't it?"


HE BACKED away himself, two, until shame made him stop. The three non-humanoids came and looked with large iridescent eyes, through the window. Their oddly shaped mouths moved rapidly, so he knew that they were talking, and their slender upper arms were as mobile and expressive as the hands of so many girls at a sorority tea. Then one of them turned and did something to the wall of the box, and suddenly Durham could hear them clearly. There was a speaker device beside the window. Durham sprang at it. 


"Can you hear me? Can you hear me out there? Listen, you have no right to do this, you've got to take us back! Miss Hawtree is the daughter ofâ��"


"Mr. Durham." The voice, was unhuman but strong, and the esperanto it spoke was perfectly understandable. "Please calm yourself and listen to what I have to say. I appreciate your feelings--" 
   "Hah!"


"â��but there is nothing 1 can do stbout it. I have my orders, and I can assure you--"


"From Jubb?"


"You'll be fully informed when you reach Senya Dik. Meanwhile, I can assure you that no harm will come to you, now or later. So please put your fears at rest. A little patienceâ��"


Susan had leaped up. Now she flung herself upon the speaker mike. "What about me?"


"Youur presence was unexpected, and I fear it's going to be rather difficult for you both. But you must make the best of it. In regard to air and water, I must caution you that the supply will hardly be adequate for youu both unless you are extremely careful."


This had not occured to Susan before.


"You meanâ��"


"I mean that you must use no more water than is absolutely necessary for drinking and preparing your food. The food you share between you, on half ration. As for the airâ��"


"Yes," said Durham. "What about the air."


"I believe that activity has the effect of increasing your metabolism, thereby consuming more oxygen. So I would advise you both to move and speak as little as possible. Remain calm. Remain quiet. In that way you should be able to survive. It is not that we are grudging. It is simply that we cannot share any of our supplies with you, because you are alien life forms and totally incompatible. If we had known there would be two, we would have prepared. As it is, you must work together to conserve."


"But," said Susan, "but this isn't fair, it isn't right! You'll take me back or my father will see to itâ��"


"Keep this speaker open," said the Senyan, "so that you will be sure to hear the audio signal, a sustained note repeated at intervals of forty seconds. Prepare to enter overdrive."


He did not say good-bye. He merely went away with his two officers. Susan screamed after them. Durham clapped his hand over her mouth, and took her forcibly and put her on the bunk.


"Lie there," he said. "Quiet. Didn't you hear him? Don't move, don't talk."


He sat down in the chair, consciously trying not to breathe deeply.


"Butâ��"


"Don't you say shut up to me, Lloyd-This is all your fault."


"My fault? Mine? Because you had to shove yourself inâ��"


"Shove myself? Father was right about you. And it is your fault. If you hadn't
   asked me to ride down with youâ��"


"Oh, shut up, damn it, that's just like a woman! If you knew your next breath
   was your last one you'd still have to use it for talk. You want to asphyxiate us both with your gabbling?"


She was quiet for a long while. Then he realized that she was crying.


"Lloyd, I'm scared."


"So am I." He began to laugh. "When I come to think of it, it was your father that got us both into this. I hope he sweats blood in great gory streams."


"You're a drunken ungrateful swine! If dad really did give you another chanceâ��" "Ah ah! Remember the oxygen! He did. And I was such a fatheaded idiot I thought it was on the level. I even reformed." He laughed again, briefly. "Overcome with gratitude, I did exactly what I was supposed not to do. I sobered up and held my tongue."


"I don't understand at all."


"I was supposed to talk, Susan. I was given a message, and I was supposed to babble it all over The Hub. I don't know exactly what that message was intended to trigger off when it got into circulation. Probably a war. But I'll bet I know what I triggered off by not talking. Trouble for your old man."


"I don't believe a word of it." 


Durham shrugged. It was very little effort to reach out and lift a bottle from a nearby cupboard. He opened it and took a long pull. Then he looked at the bottle, shook his head, and passed it to Susan.


She made a derisive noise, and he shrugged again.


"That's right. Funny thing. First I was stricken with remorse and determined to be worthy. Now I'm just mad. Before I get through, I'm going to hang your father higher than Haman."


The audio signal, shrill and insistent and sounding somehow as unhuman as the voices of the Senyans, came piercingly through the speaker.


Susan gasped. "Wherever they're taking usâ��they're not going to kill us, are they?"


"I think they want to question us. I think some dirty work is going on, one of those million-credit-swindle things you hear about once in a while, and I think your father is right up to his neck in it. If I'm right, that's the chief reason you were brought along."


"I think you're a dirty low down liar," she said, in a voice he could hardly hear.


The signal continued to squeal. Durham moved to the bunk. "Slide over."


"No."


But she did not fight him when he pushed himself in beside her and took her in his arms.


"The haughty Miss Hawtree," he said, and smiled. "You're a mess. Hair in your eyes. Make-up all smeared. Tears dripping off the end of your nose."


The light dimmed, became strange and eerie.


"They could have made this damned bunk a little wider."


"It doesn't matter. After a trip like this, I won't have any reputation left, anyway. Nobody would believe me on oath."


The fabric of the ship shifted, strained, slipped, moved. The fabric of Durham's body did likewise. He set his teeth and said, "Don't worry, dear. I can always ask the captain to marry us."


By the time the audio-signal shrilled again, heralding a return to solar system speeds and space, it seemed that ages had passed.


THEY did not talk about marriage now, even in jest. They hated each other! "Cabin fever," they had said politely for a while, making excuses. But they did not bother with excuses any more. They just had simply and quietly loathed each other, as the long, timeless time went by.


Pity, too, thought Durham, looking at Susan where she lay in the bunk. She's really a handsome wench, even without all the makeup and the hairdo and those incredible undergarments that women use, as though they were semi-liquescent. Just lying there in her slip now, she looks younger, gentler, nice and soft, as though she'd be pleasant to hold in your arms again if you had the strength and the oxygen and if you didn't hate her so.


"Lloyd?"


"Huh?"


"How long before we land?"


"How should I know?"


"Well, you could find out."


"You find out. You can yell as loud as I can. Louder."


"I'll yell," said Susan ominously. "The second I get out of here, I'll yell so loud the whole galaxy will hear me."


"I should think they've already heard you clear out to Andromeda."


The lights dimmed. The peculiar noises and wrenchings that went with coming out of overdrive began. Durham braced himself.


"It's too bad you reformed," said Susan. "You used to be amusing company, at least. Now you're sour and bad tempered. You're alsoâ��"


What he was also Durham never heard. There was a crashing, roaring, rending impact. The chair went out from under him so that he fell face up into the ceiling. The lights went out entirely. He heard a thin faint sound that might have been Susan screaming. Then the ceiling slid away from him and spilled him down a wall. As he went scrabbling past the window he looked out and saw that there were now long vertical rents in the outer hull through which the stars were shining. The pumps had stopped.


A long settling groan and then silence. The artigrav field was dead. Durham floated, along with everything else that was not bolted down.


"Susan," he said. "Susan?"


"Here."


They met and clung together in mid air while the hull began a slow axial rotation around them.


"What happened?"


"We hit something."


"The Senyansâ��"


They must all be done for. The hull is split open. Head-on ram, I think, just as we came out of overdrive. They wouldn't have had time to get space armor."


"Then are weâ��"


"Hush. Don't talk. Just wait and see."


They clung together, silent. The hull turned without sound, and the stars shone in through the long slits, into the empty vacuum of the hold.


"Lloyd, I can't breathe."


"Yes you can. We still have as much air as ever. It just isn't circulating now."


"I don't know if I can stand this, Lloyd. It's such an awful way."


"There isn't any way that's good. It won't be so bad, really. You'll just go off to sleep."


"Hold onto me?"


"Sure."


"Lloyd."


"What?"


"I'm sorry."


"So am I."


The hull turned and the stars glittered.


The vitiated air grew foul, grew thick and leaden. The man and woman floated in the closed space, their arms tight around each other, their faces close together.


Something jarred against the hull.


"Lloyd! I see a light!"


"It's only a star."


"No. Look through the window. Movingâ��"


Men, humans, wearing pressure suits, had come into the hull. Two of them were dragging oxygen bottles. They came up to the box and flashed their lights in through the windows. They knocked and made reassuring signs. After a minute or two fresh oxygen hissed in under pressure through the air duct. Susan laughed a little and then fainted. Durham still held her in his arms. Everything got pleasantly dark and far away, lost in the single simple joy of breathing.


There were sounds and motions but he did not pay much attention to them, and he was mildly surprised when he happened to float past a window and noticed that now there was only space outside, very large and full of hot and splendid lights. When he passed the other window he saw part of a ship, and he understood that the box was being hoisted across the interval between it and the wreck. It seemed a remarkably kind dispensation of fortune to have provided a ship at exactly the right time and place, and not just any ship but one equipped with the specialized tackle required for moving heavy loads in space.


A mighty cargo hatch swallowed the box. Susan came to, and they waited, weakly hysterical, Durham not even noticing that a spiky shadow had slipped in with the box. Suddenly again there was man-made light, and then the sound of heavy air pumps reached them. The pumps stopped, and, quite simply, men came in and opened the door of the box.


There was a considerable noise and confusion, everybody talking at once. Durham lost track of Susan. He was only partly conscious of what he was doing, but he felt that everybody was in a hurry to get something done. Then there was a cabin with a port in it, and beyond the port there was space, and in that space a great light flared blindingly and was gone.


VI


MORRISON said, "Murder is a harsh word, Durham. After all, they weren't human."
   "There's no such difference under Federation law"


"We;re not under Federation law here."


"No. And you're engaged in a life-or-death struggle to make sure you don't come under it. This happened to be one of the death parts." 


Morrison looked at him in mild surprise. "You figured that out, Durham?" He was a lean gray, kindly looking man, the conventional father type. Susan was staring at him in blank horror, as though she could not believe what she was hearing. "I wasn't told you were that bright. Well, you're right. Universal Minerals and its various dummy corporations in this sub-sector are making such profits as you wouldn't believe if I told you, and we have no intention of giving it up."


"Even if you have to slaughter a whole ship's crew. What did you do, tow an asteroid into position?"


Morrison shrugged. "Special debris is not uncommon." "You could have killed us, too, you know," Durham said angrily. "You could have killed her. Hawtree wouldn't have liked that."


"It a risk we had to take. It was a small one." He looked Durham up and down. "You made us one whale of a mess of trouble. If my yacht wasn't a good bit faster than Jubb's ship, we'd have been whipped. What happened to you? Why didn't you talk like you were supposed to?"


"You'd die laughing."


"I can control my emotions. Go ahead." Durham told him. "Virtue," he finished sourly, "is sure enough its own reward. I should have stayed drunk. I was happier that way. What happened to the Wanbecqs?"


Morrison was still laughing. "They had not come to when their taxi reached the terminus. The port police picked them up." He took a bottle out of a locker and pushed it and a glass across the cabin table to Durham. "Here. You've earned it. Wait till I tell Hawtree. And he was so sure of you. Just goes to show you can't trust anybody."


Susan said, "But why?" Shock was making her mind move slowly. It was a minute before they realized she was referring to the Senyan ship.


She added, very slowly, "It's true about my father?"


"I'm afraid it is," said Morrison. "But I wouldn't worry about it too much. He's a very rich man. He's also a shrewd one, and it looks now as though he's going to be all right. Give her a drink, Durham, she needs it. Would you like to lie down, Miss Hawtree? All right, then, I'll tell you why."


He leaned over her with no look of kindness at all. "Get this all clearly in mind, Miss Hawtree, so you'll understand that if at any time you try to hang me, you'll hang your father too. We're partners, equally guilty. You understand that."


"Yes." She looked so white that Durham was frightened. But she sat quietly and listened.


"For years now," Morrison said, "I have managed the company here, and Hawtree has used his position with the Embassy to see that I have a free hand. He sees that no complaints get to ears higher up. He sees that any annoying red tape is taken care of. Most important of all, he sees that any official communication from either of the Diks that might be unfavorable to us is permanently lost in the filesâ��including all requests for aid in achieving Federation status. Our connection, naturally, is one of the best kept secrets in the galaxy.


"We had very easy sailing until Jubb rose to power on Senya Dik. Jubb is an able leader. He knows what's happening to the resources of the sector, and he knows the only way to put a stop to it. Unfortunately for us, all the leaders on Nanta Dik aren't fools either, and there is a growing movement toward unification. Jubb has pushed it and pushed it, so that we've been forced to take more and more vigorous steps. The human supremacy groups, made up of such people as the Wanbecqs, have been very useful. And of course Senya Dik has its lunatic fringe too, in reverse but equally useful. But Jubb started a campaign of petitioning the Embassy. He poured it on so hard that Hawtree knew he wasn't going to be able to pigeonhole all the petitions forever. Furthermore, it was obvious that Jubb knew there must be collusion somewhere and was hammering away to find it. So Hawtree sent for me."


"And," said Durham, "you said, 'Let's start a war between the two planets. Then unification can't possibly take place, and Jubb will have too much on his hands to bother us.' Maybe he'll even be eliminated. And you went looking for a goat."


"Exactly. You were given a message about dark birds that would have significance only to a Nantan. The Wanbecqs were put on your trail. All you had to do was talk."


"What if I had talked too much?"


"How could you? You didn't know anything. And Hawtree's story would be that he had simply given you passage home, which you had bought."


"And anyway," said Durham thoughtfully, "I would have been either dead in an alley somewhere, or aboard a ship going to Nanta Dikâ��which I would not have reached."


"It was a flexible situation."


Susan said, "Then you admit that youâ��" She could not finish.


MORRISON turned on her irritably. "You very nearly wrecked us, Miss Hawtree. Durham's disappearance wouldn't have raised a ripple, but the daughter of a highly placed diplomat vanishing was quite another thing. Your father had to think fast and talk faster, or public curiosity would have forced an investigation right then. Fortunately the Wanbecqs helped. They painted a pretty dark picture of Jubb, and Hawtree was able to smooth things over since everybody knew you'd been sweet on Durham and had obviously gone to say good-bye. Hawtree did such a good job, in fact, that he had the whole Hub seething with indignation against Jubb even before I left. So it turned out well, in spite of you."


"But why did you have to wreck the ship?"


"Well, we had to get you back. We couldn't let Jubb have Mr. Durham to use as a witness against us, and we certainly couldn't let him have Hawtree's daughter to use as a club over Hawtree. Now, you see, the situation is this."


He nodded to the cabin port beyond which the bright flare had come and gone, leaving nothing but emptiness.


"There's nothing left of the ship but atoms, and no one can say what happened to it. Jubb does not have you two, but he can't prove it as long as you're kept out of sight. So we keep you out of sight, and at the same time press demands to Jubb for your return. It looks as though he's hiding you, or has killed you, in fear of the storm he has raised. The more he doesn't give you up the more human opinion turns against him, and the more his own people figure he's made them nothing but trouble. Meanwhile, the Wanbecqs are on their way home with a big story. We can still have our war if we want it. And Jubb's days are numbered."


Durham said slowly, "What if he decides to use the Bitter Star?"


Morrison stared at him, and then laughed. "Don't try to frighten me with my own bogeyman. I took a story a thousand years old and resurrected it and talked it up until it caught. But that's all it is, a story."


"Are you sure? And what about the dark-birds? They seem to get around. Won't they tell Jubb where we are?"


"He'd have a hard time proving it on the word of a shadow. Besides, there are defenses against them. They won't interfere."


"I suppose," said Durham, taking the bottle into his hand as though to pour again, "that it wouldn't bother you to know that one of them is in here now."


Morrison did not take his eyes from Durham's face. "Hawtree made a stinking choice in you. Put down that bottle."


Durham grinned. He raised the bottle higher and chanted, "Jubb, Jubb, Jubb!"


Morrison said between his teeth, "This would have had to be done anyway." Still watching Durham, he reached one swift hand into the belt of his tunic. Susan made a muffled cry and started to get up. None of the motions were finished. A shadow came out from the darkness of a corner behind Morrison's chair. It flicked against him and he fell across the table, quite still. The darkbird came and hung in the air in front of Durham.


"Jubb," it said.


Durham put down the bottle and wiped the sweat off his forehead. He looked at the darkbird, feeling cold and hollow.


"I want to go to him. You understand? To Jubb."


Up and down it bounced, like the nodding of a head.


Susan said, "What are. you going to do?"


"Try and steal a lifeboat."


"I'm going with you."


"No. Morrison doesn't want to kill you, but don't push him too far. You stay. Then if I don't make it you'll still beâ��" He broke off. "That's taking a lot for granted, isn't it? After all, Hawtree is your father."


She whispered, "I don't care."


"It's the biggest decision you'll ever make. Don't make it too fast." He kissed her. "Besides, if you wait, you may not have to make it at all."


He took Morrison's gun and went out, and the darkbird went with him, bunched small and darting so swiftly that the two men it struck down never saw it. Durham turned aside into the communications room, and the darkbird saw to it that there was no alarm. He damaged radio and radar so that it would take some time to fix them. Then he went on down the corridor to the plainly marked hatch that led to Lifeboat No. 1. He got into it, with the darkbird. As soon as the boat hatch itself was shut, automatic relays blew him free of the pod on a blast of air.


"Jubb," said the darkbird. It touched him, and to his amazement there was  no shock, only a chilly tingling that was not unpleasant. Then it simply oozed out through the solid hull, the way smoke oozes through a filter, and was gone.


Durham had no time for any more astonishments. The controls of the lifeboat were designedly very simple and plainly rmtked,


Durham got himself going and away from Morrison's ship as fast as he could. But be knew that it was not going to be anything like fast enough if the darkbird didn't hurry.


It hurried. And Durham was closer to Senya Dik than he realized. In less than three hours he was in touch with a planetary patrol ship, following it in toward the green blaze of KL421, and a dim cool planet that circled it, farther out than the oribit of Earth around Sol, but not quite so far as Mars.


VII


THE spaceport was in a vast flat plain. Far across the plain Durham could see the dark outline of a city. He stood at the edge of the landing area, between two Senyan officers from the ship. He wore a pressure suit from the lifeboat's equipment, and the wind blew hard, beating and picking and pushing at the suit and the bubble helmet. It was difficult for Durham to stand up, but the Senyans, braced on their four sturdy legs, stood easily and swayed their upper bodies back and forth like trees.


They were big. He had not really understood how big they were until he stood beside them. He gathered that they were waiting for a ground conveyance, and he was not surprised. Light air cabs were hardly suited to their build.


He had talked briefly to Karlovic by radio, and he was impatient to get to the consulate where Karlovic was waiting for him. The minute or two in which they waited for the truck seemed interminable. But it came, a great powerful thing like a moving van, and one of the Senyans said,


"Permit me?"


With his two lower arms he lifted Durham onto the platform. The two Senyans spoke to the driver and then got on themselves. The truck took off, going very fast in spite of its size. The Senyans held Durham between them, because there was nothing for a human to hang to, and nowhere to sit down.


They left the spaceport. Huge storage buildings lined the road, and then smaller buildings, and then patches of open country, inexpressibly dreary to Durham's eyes. High overhead the sun burned green and small in a sky of cloudy vapor from which fell showers of glinting rain. Poison rain from a poison sky. Durham shivered, and a deep depression settled on him. Nothing hopeful would be done in this place. Not by humans.


The truck roared on. Durham watched the city grow on the murky horizon, rising up into huge ugly towers and blocky structures like old prisons greatly magnified. It was a big city. It was a frightening city. He wished he had never seen it. He wished he was back in The Hub, standing on a high walk with the good hot sun pouring on him and no barriers between him and the good clean air. He wanted to weep with mingled weariness and claustrophobia. Then he noticed that little crowds had collected along the way into the city. They shouted at the truck going by, and waved their arms, and some of them threw stones that rattled off the sides.


"What's the matter?" Durham asked.


"They are members of the anti-human party. Prejudice cuts both ways, a thing our neighbors of Nanta Dik do not seem to understand. Human and non-human are intellectual concepts. On the emotional level it is simply us or not-us. You arc not-us, and as such quite distasteful to some. What I do not understand is how they knew you were coming."


"Morrison must have got his radio working. He's been using the extremists here just like the ones on Nanta Dik, to make trouble."


"There are timesâ��" said the Senyan grimly. "But then I make myself remember that there are scoundrels among us, too."


The truck rumbled through the traffic of wide boulevards, between rows of massive buildings that had obviously never been designed with anything so small and frail as human beings in mind. There were Senyans on the streets, apparently going about whatever business they did, and Durham wondered what their home life was like, what games the children played, what they ate and how they thought, what things they worried about in the dark hours of the night. He felt absolutely alien. It was not a nice feeling.


Presently the truck turned into an open circle surrounded by mighty walls of stone.


In one place bright light shone cheerfully from the windows, and the Senyan said, "That is the consulate."


They set him off and showed him where the airlock was. Durham performed the ritual of the lock chamber, frantic to get out of the confining suit. When the inner door swung open he began to tear at the helmet, and a man came in saying, "Let me help."


When Durham was free of the suit, the man looked at him with very tired, very angry eyes. "I'm Karlovic. Jubb's waiting. Come on."


He led Durham down an echoing corridor that dwarfed them by its size. The colors of the polished wood and stone were not keyed to the glaring yellow light, and the rooms that Durham could see into as he passed were not keyed to the small incongruous furnishings that had been forced upon them. Somewhere below there was a throbbing of pumps, and the air smelted of refresher chemicals.


Durham said, "You knew I was being brought here, didn't you?"


Karlovic nodded. "You, yes. The girl, no. She was an overzealous mistake on the part of the darkbird. Yes, I was in on it. I hoped that finally we could get proof, a witness against whoever in the Embassy was working with Morrison. Hawtree, is it? I'm glad to know his name."


He pushed open a door. TTie room beyond it was only half a room, cut in the middle by a partition of heavy glass. On the other side of the glass wall was the thick green native air, and three Senyans, one of whom came forward when Durham and Karlovic came in. A darkbird hovered close above him. He said to Durham,


"I am Jubb"


There were communicator discs set in the glass. Jubb motioned Durham to a chair beside one. "First let me offer the apology that is due you. You were carrying a message which was not true, which would have made the people of Nanta Dik believe that we were about to come against them with the Bitter Star. The darkbirds warned me, and I felt that I had no choice. I could not let that message be delivered."


Durham said, "No one could blame you for that."


"You understand, I had another motive, too."


"Yes. I don't think you could be blamed for that, either."


JUBB looked at him with his large inscrutable eyes, totally alien, unmistakably intelligent. "I didn't know what you would be like, Mr. Durham, whether you would be in sympathy with your employers or not. Now of course it is evident that you can't be."


Durham said quietly, "I've been to a lot of trouble already to put a rope around their necks. I'm ready to go to a lot more. They've used me likeâ��" He could not think of the right word. Jubb nodded.


"Contempt is not an easy thing to take. I know. Then you will help?"


"In any way I can."


"I want you to go back with me to The Hub, Mr. Durham. Before, I was helpless without proof. Now, as head of a planetary government, I can insist on seeing the ranking Ambassador himself, and I can bypass Hawtree now that I know who he is. I want you to be my witness."


"Nothing," said Durham, "would please me more."


"Good," said Jubb. "Good. Karlovic, it looks as though the end of our long fight may be in sight at last. Take good care of Mr. Durham. He is more precious than gold.


"Meanwhile, Morrison had made us a problem on transportation. We provided that particular ship for the consul's comfort, when there was reason for him to travel in our territory, and we had planned to refit it so that it would accommodate two on the return journey. Now I must ask a ship from our friends on Nanta Dik, and that may take a little time. So rest well, Mr. Durham."


He went out, and Karlovic led Durham back into the hall and from there into a tall gloomy chamber that had a shiny little kitchen lost in one corner of it. There was a table and chairs. Durham sat down and watched Karlovic busy himself with packages of food.


"You don't look very happy about all this," he said. 


"I'm-not unhappy. I'm worried."


"About what? Morrison can't do thing now."


"No? Listen, Mr. Durham, the emperors of Rome only ruled part of one little world, but they didn't give it up easily. Morrison won't, either. Remember, things are so bad for him now they can't possibly get any worse, only better."


Durham looked out the window. It was a double one, with a vacuum between the panes and protective mesh on the outside. The green air pressed thick against it. The sun had wheeled far over, and the shadows of the buildings were long and black.


"Do you stay here much?" he asked.


"I have lately," said Karlovic. "I had to. My life wasn't safe on Nanta Dik. You've no idea how high their feelings run there, thanks to Morrison." He began to set the table. Durham made no move to help. He was tired. He watched the shadows lengthen and fill the circle of lofty walls with their darkness.


"Couldn't the government there protect you?"


"Only part of the government wants to. And Morrison is working hard to frighten them with all this propaganda about the Bitter Star."


"Propaganda. That's what he said. Is it?"


"Absolutelyâ��as far as the Senyans using it is concerned. But the thing itself is real. It's in the city here. I've seen it."


Karlovic put the heated containers on the table and sat down. He began methodically to eat.


"It's kind of a weird story. Probably it could only have happened on a world like this, with a totally non-human, bio-chemical set-up. Senyan science started early and advanced fast, a good deal faster than it did on Nanta Dik, for some reason. They did a lot of experimenting with solar energy and atomics and the forces that lie just on the borderline of lifeâ��or maybe intelligence would be a better word."


"Aren't the two more or less synonymous?"


"A hunk of platinum sponge or a mess of colloids can be intelligent, but never alive. The Star is. The darkbirds are. They're not matter, they're merely a nexus of interacting particles. But they live and think."


"What about the Star?"


"The scientists were trying for an energy matrix that would absorb solar power and store it like a battery. Something slipped, and the result was the Bitter Star. It absorbs solar power, all right, but in the form of heat, and it will take heat from anything. And it doesn't give it up. It merely absorbs more and more until every living thing near it is frozen and there's no more heat to be had. The Senyan scientists didn't know quite what to do with this thing they had created, but they didn't want to destroy it, either. It had too many angles they wanted to study. So they made the darkbirds, on the same pattern but without the heat-hunger, and with a readier intelligence, to be a bridge between themselves and the Star, to control it. They studied the thing until it proved too dangerous, and they prisoned it by simply starving it at a temperature of absolute zero. So it has stayed ever since, but the darkbirds still guard it in case anything should happen to free it again. They almost seem to love it, in some odd un-fleshly way."


Durham frowned. "Then it could be used against Nanta Dik."


"Oh yes," said Karlovic sombrely. "In fact it was, once. The Star shone in their sky in midsummer, and the crops blackened and the rivers froze, and men died where they stood in the fields. The Senyans won the war. That was a thousand years ago, but the Nantans never quite forgot it."


He got up and went morosely to the sink, carrying dishes. "I keep telling Jubb he ought to get rid of the thing. It's a sore point. Butâ��"


Somewhere below there was a very loud noise. The floor rose up and then settled again. Almost at once the air was full of dust, and an alarm bell began a strident ringing. Karlovic's mouth opened and closed twice, as though he was trying to say something. He let the dishes fall clattering around his feet, and then he ran with all his might out of the room and along the hall.


Durham followed him. There was now no sound at all from below. The pumps had stopped.


Karlovic found his tongue. "Cover your face. Don't breathe,"


DURHAM saw a thin lazy whorl of greenish mist moving into the hall. He pressed his handkerchief over his mouth and nose and made his legs go, hard and fast. He was right on top of Karlovic when they stumbled into the airlock. It was still clear.


They helped each other into their suits, panting in the stagnant air. Then, through the helmet audio, Durham could hear sounds from outside, muffled shouts and tramplings. Karlovic went back into the consulate where the green mist was already clinging around his knees, and looked out a window into the circle. Over his shoulder Durham could see Senyans milling around and he thought they were rioters, but Karlovic said, "It's all right, they're Jubb's guards."


They went back to the airlock, and from there into the open circle. Senyans escorted them hastily into the adjoining building, and Durham saw that guard posts were being set up. There was a gaping hole in the side of the consulate and the pavement was shattered, and there were pieces of machinery and stuff lying around. Durham figured rapidly in his head how much oxygen he had in his suit pack, and how long it would take to repair the consulate and get the air conditioning working again, and how long it would be before a ship could get here from Nanta Dik. He looked at Karlovic, whose face was white as chalk inside his helmet.


"The lifeboat," he said. Karlovic nodded. Some color came back into his face. "Yes, the lifeboat. We can live in it until the ship comes." He ran his tongue over his lips as though they were very dry. "Didn't I tell you Morrison wouldn't give up easy? Oh lord, the lifeboat!" He began to jabber urgently at the Senyans in their own tongue, and again his expression was agonized. Durham didn't need to be told what he was thinking. If anything happened to that lifeboat, they were two dead men on a world where humans had no biological right to be.


They were brought into a room where Jubb was busy with a bank of communicators and a batch of harried aides. The room was enormous, but it did not dwarf the Senyans, and the sombre colors did not seem depressing in their own light. Jubb said, as they came in the door,


"I've had a heavy guard set on your lifeboat. I don't think anyone can repeat that hit-and-run bombingâ��" He cursed in a remarkably human fashion, naming Morrison and the Senyan fools who let themselves be used. "You are all right, Karlovicâ��Mr. Durham? Quite safe? I've ordered a motor convoy. There are signs of unrest all over the cityâ��apparently word has gone out that you, Durham, are carrying the unification agreement for my signature, and that the terms are a complete surrender on our part to human rule. Does it cheer you two to know that the human race is not alone in producing fools and madmen? Once on the spaceport you will be safe, my naval units will see to that, and my troops are already in the streets. They have orders to look out for you. Go with fortune."


They were taken out another way, where three heavy trucks and several smaller vehicles were drawn up. The Senyans in them wore a distinctive harness and were armed, and the vehicles all had armor plated bodies. Durham and Karlovic were lifted into one of the trucks, which was already filled with Senyan soldiers. The convoy moved off.


Durham braced himself in a corner and looked at Karlovic. "Happened fast, didn't it? Awfully fast."


"Violent things always do. You're not much used to violence, are you? Neither am I. Neither are most people. They get it shoved at them."


"I don't think we're through with it yet," said Durham.


Karlovic said, "I" told you." 


For some time there was only the rushing and jolting of the truck, the roar of motors and a kind of dim uneasy background of sound as though the whole city stirred and seethed. Durham was frightened. The food he had eaten had turned against him, he was stifling in his own sweat, and he thought of Morrison cruising comfortably somewhere out in space, smoking cigarettes and drinking good whiskey and sending down a message now and then, the way a man pokes with a stick at a brace of beetles, stirring them casually toward death.


He ground his jaws together in an agony of hate and fear, and the taste of them was sour in his mouth.


Somebody said to them, "We're on the spaceport highway now. It won't be long." A minute later somebody shouted and Karlovic caught the Senyan word and echoed it. "Barricade!" The truck rocked and whirled about and there were great crashes in the night that had fallen. Durham was thrown to his knees. The truck raced at full speed. There were sounds of fighting that now rose and now grew faint, and the truck lurched and swerved, and then there were more roars and crashes and it came violently to a halt. The Senyans began firing out of the loopholes in the armored sides. Some of them leaped out of the truck, beckoning Durham and Karlovic to come after them. A large force of rioters was attacking what remained of the convoy, which had been forced back into the city! Four of the Senyan soldiers ran with the two men into a side street, but a small body of rioters caught up with them. The soldiers turned to fight, and Karlovic said in a that was now curiously calm,


"If we're quick enough they may lose sight of us in the darkness."


He turned into an areaway between two buildings, and then into another, and Durham ran beside him through the cold green mist and the dim glow of lamps that glimmered on the alien walls. The sound of the fighting died away. They turned more corners, hunting always for the darkest shadows, hoping to meet a patrol. But the streets were deserted and all the doors barred tight. Finally Durham stopped. "How much oxygen you got left?" Karlovic peered at the illuminated indicator on the wrist of his suit. "Hour. Maybe less."


Both men were breathing hard, panting, burning up the precious stuff of life. Durham said,


"I won't last that long. Listen, Karlovic. Where is the Bitter Star?"


Karlovic's face was a pale blur inside his helmet. "You crazy? You can't "


Durham put his two hands on the shoulders of Karlovic's suit and leaned his helmet close so that it clicked on Karlovic's. 


"Maybe I'm crazy. In thirty, forty minutes I'll be dead, so what will it matter
   then? Listen, Karlovic, I want to live." He pointed back the way they had come. "You think we can walk through that to the spaceport in time?"


"No."


"We got anyplace else to go?"


"No."


"All right then. Let's give 'em hell."


"But they're not all our enemies. Jubb, my friendsâ��"


"Friend or enemy, they'll clear the way, We might just make it, Karlovic. You said the darkbirds control it, and you can talk to them." He shook Karlovic viciously. "Where is it? Don't you understand? If we use it we can hound Morrison out of space!"


Karlovic turned and began to walk fast, sobbing as he went. "The darkbirds will never let us. You don't know what you're doing."


"I know one thing. I'm sick of being pushed, pushed, pushed, into corners, into holes, where I can't breathe. I'm going toâ��" He shut his teeth tight together and walked fast beside Karlovic, starting at every sound and shadow.


By twining alleys and streets where nothing moved for fear of the violence that was abroad that night, Karlovic led Durham to an open space like a park with vast locked gates that could keep a Senyan out but not a little agile human who could climb like a monkey with the fear of death upon him. Beyond the gates great wrinkled lichens as tall as trees grew in orderly rows, and a walk led inward. The lichens bent and rustled in the wind, and Durham's suit was wet with a poisonous dew.


The walk ended in a portico, and the portico was part of a building, round and squat as though a portion of its mass was underground. They passed through a narrow door into a place of utter silence, and a darkbird hung there, barring their way.


"Jubb," said Durham. "Tell it Jubb has sent us. Tell it the Bitter Star must be freed again to destroy Jubb's enemies."


Karlovic spoke to the shadow. Others came to join it. There was a flurry of ting and chittering, and then the one Karlovic had been speaking to disappeared in the uncanny fashion of its kind. The others stayed, a barrier between the two men and a ramp that led steeply down.


Karlovic sat down wearily on the chill stone. "It isn't any use," he said. "I knew it wouldn't be. The darkbird has gone to ask Jubb if what we say is true."


Durham sat down, too. He did not even bother to look at the indicator on his wrist. No use. The end. Finish. He shut his eyes.


There was a stir and a hooting in the air. Karlovic gasped. Then he began to shake Durham, laughing like a woman who has heard a risque story. "Didn't you hear? The bird came back, and Jubb saidâ��-Jubb said Morrison has been preaching the war of the Bitter Star, so let him have it."


He grasped Durham's suit by the shoulders and pulled him to his feet, and they ran with the cloud of shadows, down into the dimness below.


VIII


THERE was a small sealed chamber with a thick window, and beyond it was a circular space, not too large, walled with triple walls of glass with a vacuum between. The air was full of darkbirds, moving without hindrance through the walls or hovering where they chose, above the thing that slept inside.


Durham blinked and turned his head away, and then looked back again. And Karlovic said softly, "Beautiful, isn't it? But sad, too, somehow, I don't know why."


Durham felt it, a subliminal feeling without any reason to it, like the sadness of a summer night or of birth and laughter or of gull's wings white and swift against the sky. The Star shone, palely, gently. He tried to see if it was round or any other shape, if it was solid or vaporous, but he could not see anything but that soft shining, like mist around a winter moon.


Durham shook himself and wondered why, when he was already so sure of death, he should be so afraid. "All right," he said. "How is it freed?"


"The darkbirds do that. Watch."


He spoke to them, one word, and in the glass-walled prison there was a stirring and a swirling of shadows around the soft shining of the Star. Durham saw a disc set in the metal overhead. One of the darkbirds touched it. There was an intense blue flare of light, and Durham felt the throbbing of hidden dynamos, a secret surge of power. The glass walls darkened and grew dim, the low roof turned and opened to the sky. And through the barrier window, Durham watched the waking of a star. 


He saw the frosty shining brighten and spread out in slow unfurling veils. There was a moment when the whole building seemed filled with moonfire as cold as the breath of outer space and as beautiful as the face of a dream, and then it was gone, and the darkbirds were gone with it. 


"Come on," said Karlovic, a harsh incongruous voice in the stunned darkness that was left behind, and Durham came, up the ramp and out into the parklike space beyond, and all the tall lichens were standing dead and sheathed in ice.


High above, burning cold over the city, a new star shone.


They followed it, through a silence as deep as the end of the world. Everything had taken cover at the rising of that star, and only the two men moved, the thermal units of their suits turned on high, through streets all glazed with ice and cluttered here and there with the wreckage and the dead of the rioting. The darkbirds were forcing the Star to stay high, but even so nothing could live long without protection in that sudden, terrible winter. The road to the port lay blank and bare. They found one of the smaller vehicles, its driver dead beside it. Karlovic got it going, moving the great levers with Durham's help. After that they rushed faster through the empty night. Durham shut his eyes, thinking.


He opened them, and the spaceport of Senya Dik lay black and deserted around him, and Karlovic was gasping to him for help. Together they pulled down the lever that stopped their conveyance. They scrambled down and ran out toward the small lifeboat, slipping and stumbling, dying inside their suits. They fell into the airlock, and Durham slammed the door and spun the wheel, waiting out the agonizing seconds while the tiny chamber cleared and then refilled, and they could tear off their helmets and breathe again. They looked at each other and la and hugged each other, and laughed againd and then went in to the cabin.


The communicator was flashing its light and burring stridently.


Durham switched it on. Jubb's face appeared in the tiny screen. "You are safe? Good, good. For a moment I thoughtâ��! Listen. I have word from my patrol that Morrison has other ships with him now, spread out to catch you if by chance you get through. That is what decided me to use the Bitter Star. I am angry, Karlovic. I am tired of mockery and lies and secret violence. I am tired of peace which is only a cloak for another man's aggression."


A darkbird came into the cabin and hung over Durham's shoulder. "It will carry your messages," said Jubb. "I am leaving now for the port, and my own flagship. We go together. Good luck."


The screen went dead. Durham said, "Strap in, we're taking off."


THE Star, with its herding pack of shadows, set a course that took them steeply up out of Senya Dik's shadow, into the full flood of the green sun's light. The dark-bird spoke by Durham's shoulder, and Karlovic said, "The Star must feedâ��or recharge itself, as you would say, with solar heat. Watch it, Durham. Watch it grow."


He watched. The Star spread out its misty substance, spreading it wide to the sun, and the soft shining of it brightened to an angry glare that grew and widened and became like a burning cloud, not green like the sunlight but white as pearl.


Far off to one side of it Durham saw the glinting of a ship's hull. He pointed to it.


Karlovic worked with the communicator. In a minute the screen lit up, and Morrison's face was in it.


"Hello, Morrison," he said. "Hello, thief."


Morrison's face was as hard and white as something carved from bone.


"It wasn't just an old wive's tale, Morrison," he said. "It was true, and here it is. The Bitter Star, Morrison."


Karlovic reached over and shook him, pointing out the viewport. Coming swiftly in toward them was a small ship, curiously shaped before.


"Space-sweep," Karlovic said. "Those funny bulges are torpedo tubes, and the
   torpedoes carry heavy scatter charges to clear away debris so the ore ships can come in.


Durham said to the image in the screen, "Call him off."


Morrison showed the edges of his teeth, and asked, "Why should I?"


Durham nodded to Karlovic, who spoke to the darkbird. It disappeared. Within a few seconds the Star had begun to move. It moved fast, the angry gleaming of its body making a streak like a white comet across the green-lit void. It wrapped itself around the space-sweep, and then it lifted and the ship continued on its way unchanged. Morrison laughed.


The sweep rushed on toward the lifeboat. Its tubes were open, but nothing came out of them. Durham shifted course to clear it, and it blundered on by. In the screen, Morrison's image turned and spoke to someone, and the someone answered, "I cant, they just aren't there."


Morrison turned again to Durham, or rather to the image of him that was on his own screen. "I know what I'm supposed to say now, but I'm not going to say it. I I've got Miss Hawtree with me, had you forgotten that? I don't think you've suddenly acquired that kind of guts."


Durham shook his head. "I don t need them. I want you alive, Morrison. But I don't give a tinker's damn what happens to anybody else in this whole backside of nowhere you call 9G. Nobody and nothing. And I have the Bitter Star to back me up. I am wondering how many loyal employees of Universal Minerals, and how many stupid Wanbccqs are going to sacrifice their lives just to keep me from getting my hands on you. Call them up, Morrison, and count them out, and we'll send the Star to see them."


The Star glowed and glimmered and crew to a great shining, and a look of worry deepened on Karlovic's face. Morrison did not answer, and Durham could see the thoughts going round and round in his mind, the possibilities being weighed and evaluated. Then the someone who was behind Morrison and out of scanner range said in a queer flat voice,


"The tug Varmey calling in, sir. They boarded the sweep."


"Well?"
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"All dead, sir. Frozen. Ever the air was frozen. They said to tell you they're going home."


"All right," said Morrison softly. "Durham, I'm going home too, to Nanta Dik. Let's see if you can follow me there."


He broke contact. In the distance Durham saw the bright speck that was Morrison's ship make a wheeling curve and speed away. Durham said grimly to Karlovic, "Tell the darkbirds to follow with the Star. And then get hold of somebody on Nanta Dik, somebody with authority. Tell them everything that's happened. Tell them Morrison is all we want. We'll see how close they let him get to home." 


"I don't know," said Karlovic, busy with the communicator. Half an hour later he sighed and blanked the screen. "They're sending up a squadron to intercept Morrison. But they're scared. They're scared of the Star. I've promised then: and nothing had better happen, Durhan."


Durham said. "We'd better send word to Jubb."


For what seemed an eternity they fled through the green blaze of the sun, after the ship Durham could no longer see. And ahead of the lifeboat, a light and a portent in the void, went the Bitter Star with its attendant shadows. And Durham, too, began to worry, he was not sure why. Jubb's flagship closed up to them, a vast dark whale beside a minnow. And after a while a tiny bright ball that was a planet came spinning toward them. Karlovic pointed.


Hung like a net across space, between them and the planet, was a series of glittering metallic flecks.


"The squadron."


The communicator buzzed. Karlovic snapped it on, and the face of a Nantan officer appeared on the screen.


"We have Morrison," he said. "Come no closer with the Star."


Karlovic spoke to the darkbird. Durham's hands, heavy with weariness, slowed the lifeboat until it hung almost motionless. Jubb's great dark cruiser slowed also. Above and between them burned the Bitter Star. It had ceased to move.


Durham said, "The Star will come no closer. "


"Mr Karlovic," said the Nantan. "Bring your lifeboat in slowly, and alone."


The lifeboat came in among the ships or the squadron.


"Now," said the Nantan officer, "withdraw the Star." Karlovic said, "Jubb will do soâ��"


"No," said Durham suddenly, "Jubb will not. Look there!"


SHINING with a furious light, the Star had torn itself away from the clustering shadows that hung around it.


Durham's heart congealed with a foretaste of icy death. The face of the Nantan officer paled, and Karlovic said in a voice that was not like his voice at a11 . "I must talk to Jubb."


He reached out to shift their single screen, and the Nantan officer said "Wait he is speaking on our alternate. I can adjust the scannerâ��"


The picture flopped, blurred, and cleared again, showing now in addition to the officer a part of the Nantan's alternate-channel screen. Jubb was speaking, and it seemed to Durham that the Senyan's strange face was clearly, humanly alarmed.


He said, "I cannot withdraw the Star. No, this is not a lie, a trickâ��hold your fire, you idiots! I'm the only hope you have now. The Star has profited by the lesson of its docility a thousand years ago, when it let itself be led back into captivity. Now it has grown too much. It cannot be brought back to any world."


Durham looked out at the beauutiful deadly thing blazing so splendidly in the void. Can it be destroyed?"


"The darkbirds can destroy it," said Jubb. "If they will."


The Nantan officer, speaking from lips the color of ashes, said to the image of
   Jubb on the screen, "You have one minute to get it out of here before I fire " 


Jubb turned his face away and spoke to something they could not see.


Durham turned to Karlovic. "He said, 'If they will' Does that mean--"


"I told you," said Karlovic, looking out the port, "that the darkbirds were created to guard the Star. And that, in a way they love it.  Who can say how much?"


They watched.


Out in space the little cloud of darkbirds moved toward the Star. Then, hesitantly, they stopped.


"They won't," said Karlovic, in a whisper. Not even for Jubb."


Again Jubb spoke to the unseen messenger, as quietly a s though it was a casual order. And presently a troubled movement rippled the swirling darkbirds


Suddenly they moved, again herding the Star Slowly at first, then more and more swiftly until it was only a streak of brilliant light, the darkbirds drove the Star straight toward the sun. And it was less a driving than an urging, a tempting, a promise of glory, a sweet betraying call from the mouth of the eternal Judas. The dark-birds led it, and it followed them.


In a moment, in that greater blaze, the star was lost to view.


Karlovic's breath came out of him in a long sigh. The only way it could be destroyed. Even its appetite for thermal energy could not swallow a sun."The darkbirds are coming back," Durham said. Then, wonderingly, "But they're not--"


The darkbirds were coming back from the green sun toward Jubb's ship. And not toward any planet. They were flying like blurring shadows toward outer space, and if they heard Jubb's calling voice they paid no heed at all.


"They're gone," Karlovic said unbelievingly.


"Yes," said Jubb, very slowly. "They obeyed that order, but it was the last." He looked at the humans facing him, the men of Earth and the men-of Nanta Dik. He said, Do you see now that there is no difference between us, that we of Senya Dik can teach betrayal just like men?"


Durham looked out into the shining void but there was no sign now of the fleet and flying shadows. Intelligences, minds, beyond the understanding of heavy creatures like himself and Jubb. He wondered how far they would go, how long they would live, what things they would see.


Darkbirds, darkbirds, will you come back some day when we of flesh are ghosts and shadows, to frolic on our lonely worlds?
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For hours the hard-pressed beast had fled across the Martian desert with its dark rider. Now it was spent. It faltered and broke stride, and when the rider cursed and dug his heels into the scaly sides, the brute only turned its head and hissed at him. It stumbled on a few more paces into the lee of a sandhill, and there it stopped, crouching down in the dust.
   The man dismounted. The creature's eyes burned like green lamps in the light of the little moons, and he knew that it was no use trying to urge it on. He looked back, the way he had come.
   In the distance there were four black shadows grouped together in the barren emptiness. They were running fast. In a few minutes they would be upon him.
   He stood still, thinking what he should do next. Ahead, far ahead, was a low ridge, and beyond the ridge lay Valkis and safety, but he could never make it now. Off to his right, a lonely tor stood up out of the blowing sand. There were tumbled rocks at its foot.
   'They tried to run me down in the open,' he thought. Tut here, by the Nine Hells, they'll have to work for it!'
   He moved then, running toward the tor with a lightness and speed incredible in anything but an animal or a savage. He was of Earth stock, built tall, and more massive than he looked by reason of his leanness. The desert wind was bitter cold, but he did not seem to notice it, though he wore only a ragged shirt of Venusian spider silk, open to the waist. His skin was almost as dark as his black hair, burned indelibly by years of exposure to some terrible sun. His eyes were startlingly light in colour, reflecting back the pale glow of the moons.
   With the practised ease of a lizard he slid in among the loose and treacherous rocks. Finding a vantage point, where his back was protected by the tor itself, he crouched down.
   After that he did not move, except to draw his gun. There was something eerie about his utter stillness, a quality of patience as unhuman as the patience of the rock that sheltered him.
   The four black shadows came closer, resolved themselves into mounted men.
   They found the beast, where it lay panting, and stopped. The line of the man's footprints, already blurred by the wind but still plain enough, showed where he had gone.
   The leader motioned. The others dismounted. Working with the swift precision of soldiers, they removed equipment from their saddle-packs and began to assemble it.
   The man crouching under the tor saw the thing that took shape. It was a Banning shocker, and he knew that he was not going to fight his way out of this trap. His pursuers were out of range of his own weapon. They would remain so. The Banning, with its powerful electric beam, would take him â�� dead or senseless, as they wished.
   He thrust the useless gun back into his belt. He knew who these men were, and what they wanted with him. They were officers of the Earth Police Control, bringing him a gift â�� twenty years in the Luna cell-blocks.
   Twenty years in the grey catacombs, buried in the silence and the eternal dark.
   He recognised the inevitable. He was used to inevitables â�� hunger, pain, loneliness, the emptiness of dreams. He had accepted a lot of them in his time. Yet he made no move to surrender. He looked out at the desert and the night sky, and his eyes blazed, the desperate, strangely beautiful eyes of a creature very close to the roots of life, something less and more than man. His hands found a shard of rock and broke it.
   The leader of the four men rode slowly toward the tor, his right arm raised.
   His voice carried clearly on the wind. 'Eric John Stark!' he called, and the dark man tensed in the shadows.
   The rider stopped. He spoke again, but this time in a different tongue. It was no dialect of Earth, Mars or Venus, but a strange speech, as harsh and vital as the blazing Mercurian valleys that bred it.
   'Oh N'Chaka, oh Man-without-a-tribe, I call you!'
   There was a long silence. The rider and his mount were motionless under the low moons, waiting.
   Eric John Stark stepped slowly out from the pool of blackness under the tor.
   'Who calls me N'Chaka?'
   The rider relaxed somewhat. He answered in English, 'You know perfectly well who I am, Eric. May we meet in peace?' Stark shrugged. 'Of course.'
   He walked on to meet the rider, who had dismounted, leaving his beast behind. He was a slight, wiry man, this EP C officer, with the rawhide look of the frontiers still on him. His hair was grizzled and his sun-blackened skin was deeply lined, but there was nothing in the least aged about his hard good-humoured face nor his remarkably keen dark eyes.
   'It's been a long time, Eric,' he said.
   Stark nodded. 'Sixteen years.' The two men studied each other for a moment, and then Stark said, 'I thought you were still on Mercury, Ashton.'
   'They've called all us experienced hands in to Mars.' He held out cigarettes. 'Smoke?'
   Stark took one. They bent over Ashton's lighter, and then stood there smoking while the wind blew red dust over their feet and the three men of the patrol waited quietly beside the Banning. Ashton was taking no chances. The electro-beam could stun without injury.
   Presently Ashton said, 'I'm going to be crude, Eric. I'm going to remind you of some things.'
   'Save it,' Stark retorted. 'You've got me. There's no need to talk about it.'
   'Yes,' said Ashton, 'I've got you, and a damned hard time I've had doing it. That's why I'm going to talk about it.'
   His dark eyes met Stark's cold stare and held it.
   'Remember who I am â�� Simon Ashton. Remember who came along when the miners in that valley on Mercury had a wild boy in a cage, and were going to finish him off like they had the tribe that raised him. Remember all the years after that, when I brought that boy up to be a civilised human being.'
   Stark laughed, not without a certain humour. 'You should have left me in the cage. I was caught a little old for civilising.'
   'Maybe. I don't think so. Anyway, I'm reminding you,' Ashton said.
   Stark said, with no particular bitterness, 'You don't have to get sentimental. I know it's your job to take me in.'
   Ashton said deliberately, 'I won't take you in, Eric, unless you make me.' He went on then, rapidly, before Stark could answer. 'You've got a twenty-year sentence hanging over you, for running guns to the Middle-Swamp tribes when they revolted against Terro-Venusian Metals, and a couple of similar jobs.
   'All right. So I know why you did it, and I won't say I don't agree with you. But you put yourself outside the law, and that's that. Now you're on your way to Valkis. You're headed into a mess that'll put you on Luna for life, the next time you're caught.'
   'And this time you don't agree with me.'
   'No. Why do you think I near broke my neck to catch you before you got there?' Ashton bent closer, his face very intent. 'Have you made any deal with Delgaun of Valkis? Did he send for you?'
   'He sent for me, but there's no deal yet. I'm on the beach. Broke. I got a message from this Delgaun, whoever he is, that there was going to be a private war back in the Drylands, and he'd pay me to help fight it. After all, that's my business.'
   Ashton shook his head.
   'This isn't a private war, Eric. It's something a lot bigger and nastier than that. The Martian Council of City-States and the Earth Commission are both in a cold sweat, and no one can find out exactly what's going on. You know what the Low-Canal towns are â�� Valkis, Jekkara, Barakesh. No law-abiding Martian, let alone an Earthman, can last five minutes in them. And the back-blocks are absolutely verboten. So all we get is rumours.
   'Fantastic rumours about a barbarian chief named Kynon, who seems to be promising heaven and earth to the tribes of Kesh and Shun â�� some wild stuff about the ancient cult of the Ramas thateverybody thought was dead a thousand years ago. We know that Kynon is tied up somehow with Delgaun, who is a most efficient bandit, and we know that some of the top criminals of the whole System are filtering in to join up. Knighton and Walsh of Terra, Themis of Mercury, Arrod of Callisto Colony â�� and, I believe, your old comrade in arms, Luthar the Venusian.'
   Stark gave a slight start, and Ashton smiled briefly.
   'Oh, yes,' he said. 'I heard about that.' Then he sobered. 'You can figure that set-up for yourself, Eric. The barbarians are going to go out and fight some kind of a holy war, to suit the entirely unholy purposes of men like Delgaun and the others.
   'Half a world is going to be raped, blood is going to run deep in the Drylands â�� and it will all be barbarian blood spilled for a lying promise, and the carrion crows of Valkis will get fat on it. Unless, somehow, we can stop it.'
   He paused, then said flatly, 'I want you to go on to Valkis, Eric â�� but as my agent. I won't put it on the grounds that you'd be doing civilisation a service. You don't owe anything to civilisation, Lord knows. But you might save a lot of your own kind of people from getting slaughtered to say nothing of the border-state Martians who'll be the first to get Kynon's axe.
   'Also, you could wipe that twenty-year hitch on Luna off the slate, maybe even work up a desire to make a man of yourself, instead of a sort of tiger wandering from one kill to the next.' He added, 'If you live.'
   Stark said slowly, 'You're clever, Ashton. You know I've got a feeling for all planetary primitives like those who raised me, and you appeal to that.'
   'Yes,' said Ashton, 'I'm clever. But I'm not a liar. What I've told you is true.'
   Stark carefully ground out the cigarette beneath his heel. Then he looked up. 'Suppose I agree to become your agent in this, and go off to Valkis. What's to prevent me from forgetting all about you, then?'
   Ashton said softly, 'Your word, Eric. You get to know a man pretty well when you know him from boyhood on up. Your word is enough.'
   There was a silence, and then Stark held out his hand. 'All right, Simon â�� but only for this one deal. After that, no promises.' 'Fair enough.' They shook hands.
   'I can't give you any suggestions,' Ashton said. 'You're on your own, completely. You can get in touch with me through the Earth Commission office in Tarak. You know where that is?'
   Stark nodded. 'On the Dryland Border.'
   'Good luck to you, Eric.'
   He turned, and they walked back together to where the three men waited. Ashton nodded, and they began to dismantle the Banning. Neither they nor Ashton looked back, as they rode away.
   Stark watched them go. He filled his lungs with the cold air, and stretched. Then he roused the beast out of the sand. It had rested, and was willing to carry him again as long as he did not press it. He set off again, across the desert.
   The ridge grew as he approached it, looming into a low mountain chain much worn by the ages. A pass opened before him, twisting between the hills of barren rock.
   He traversed it, coming out at the farther end above the basin of a dead sea. The lifeless land stretched away into darkness, a vast waste of desolation more lonely even than the desert. And between the sea-bottom and the foothills, Stark saw the lights of Valkis.
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There were many lights, far below. Tiny pinpricks of flame where torches burned in the streets beside the Low-Canal â�� the thread of black water that was all that remained of a forgotten ocean.
   Stark had never been here before. Now he looked at the city that sprawled down the slope under the low moons, and shivered, the primitive twitching of the nerves that an animal feels in the presence of death.
   For the streets where the torches flared were only a tiny part of Valkis. The life of the city had flowed downward from the cliff-tops, following the dropping level of the sea. Five cities, the oldest scarcely recognisable as a place of human habitation. Five harbours, the docks and quays still standing, half buried in the dust.
   Five ages of Martian history, crowned on the topmost level with the ruined palace of the old pirate kings of Valkis. The towers still stood, broken but indomitable, and in the moonlight they had a sleeping look, as though they dreamed of blue water and the sound of waves, and of tall ships coming in heavy with treasure.
   Stark picked his way slowly down the steep descent. There was something fascinating to him in the stone houses, roofless and silent in the night. The paving blocks still showed the rutting of wheels where carters had driven to the marketplace, and princes had gone by in gilded chariots. The quays were scarred where ships had lain against them, rising and falling with the tides.
   Stark's senses had developed in a strange school, and the thin veneer of civilisation he affected had not dulled them. Now it seemed to him that the wind had the echoes of voices in it, and the smell of spices and fresh-spilled blood.
   He was not surprised when, in the last level above the living town, armed men came out of the shadows and stopped him.
   They were lean, dark men, very wiry and light of foot, and their faces were the faces of wolves â�� not primitive wolves at all, but beasts of prey that had been civilised for so many thousands of years that they could afford to forget it.
   They were most courteous, and Stark would not have cared to disobey their request.
   He gave his name. 'Delgaun sent for me.'
   The leader of the Valkisians nodded his narrow head. 'You're expected.' His sharp eyes had taken in every feature of the Earthman, and Stark knew that his description had been memorised down to the last detail. Valkis guarded its doors with care.
   'Ask in the city,' said the sentry. 'Anyone can direct you to the palace.'
   Stark nodded and went on, down through the long-dead streets in the moonlight and the silence.
   With shocking suddenness, he was plunged into the streets of the living.
   It was very late now, but Valkis was awake and stirring. Seething, rather. The narrow twisting ways were crowded. The laughter of women came down from the flat roofs. Torchlight flared, gold and scarlet, lighting the wineshops, making blacker the shadows of the alley-mouths.
   Stark left his beast at a serai on the edge of the canal. The paddocks were already jammed. Stark recognized the long-legged brutes of the Dryland breed, and as he left a caravan passed him, coming in, with a jangling of bronze bangles and a great hissing and stamping in the dust.
   The riders were tall barbarians â�� Keshi, Stark thought, from the way they braided their tawny hair. They wore plain leather, and their blue-eyed women rode like queens.
   Valkis was full of them. For days, it seemed, they must have poured in across the dead sea bottom, from the distant oases and the barren deserts of the back-blocks. Brawny warriors of Kesh and Shun, making holiday beside the Low-Canal, where there was more water than any of them had seen in their lives.
   They were in Valkis, these barbarians, but they were not part of it. Shouldering his way through the streets, Stark got the peculiar flavour of the town, that he guessed could never be touched or changed by anything.
   In a square, a girl danced to the music of harp and drum. The air was heavy with the smell of wine and burning pitch and incense. A lithe, swart Valkisian in his bright kilt and jewelled girdle leaped out and danced with the girl, his teeth flashing as he whirled and postured. In the end he bore her off, laughing, her black hair hanging down his back.
   Women looked at Stark. Women graceful as cats, bare to the waist, their skirts slit at the sides above the thigh, wearing no ornaments but the tiny golden bells that are the peculiar property of the Low-Canal towns, so that the air is always filled with their delicate, wanton chiming.
   Valkis had a laughing, wicked soul. Stark had been in many places in his life, but never one before that beat with such a pulse of evil, incredibly ancient, but strong and gay.
   He found the palace at last â�� a great rambling structure of quarried stone, with doors and shutters of beaten bronze closed against the dust and the incessant wind. He gave his name to the guard and was taken inside, through halls hung with antique tapestries, the flagged floors worn hollow by countless generations of sandalled feet.
   Again, Stark's half-wild senses told him that life within these walls had not been placid. The very stones whispered of age-old violence, the shadows were heavy with the lingering ghosts of passion.
   He was brought before Delgaun, the lord of Valkis, in the big central room that served as his headquarters.
   Delgaun was lean and catlike, after the fashion of his race. His black hair showed a stippling of silver, and the hard beauty of his face was strongly marked, the lined drawn deep and all the softness of youth long gone away. He wore a magnificent harness, and his eyes, under fine dark brows, were like drops of hot gold.
   He looked up as the Earthman came in, one swift penetrating glance. Then he said, 'You're Stark.'
   There was something odd about those yellow eyes, bright and keen as a killer hawk's yet somehow secret, as though the true thoughts behind them would never show through. Instinctively, Stark disliked the man.
   But he nodded and came up to the council table, turning his attention to the others in the room. A handful of Martians â�� Low-Canallers, chiefs and fighting men from their ornaments and their proud looks â�� and several outlanders, their conventional garments incongruous in this place.
   Stark knew them all. Knighton and Walsh of Terra, Themis of Mercury, Arrod of Callisto Colony â�� and Luhar of Venus. Pirates, thieves, renegades, and each one an expert in his line.
   Ashton was right. There was something big, something very big and very ugly, shaping between Valkis and the Drylands.
   But that was only a quick, passing thought in Stark's mind.
   It was on Luhar that his attention centred. Bitter memory and hatred had come to savage life within him as soon as he saw the Venusian.
   The man was handsome. A cashiered officer of the crack Venusian Guards, very slim, very elegant, his pale hair cropped short and curling, his dark tunic fitting him like a second skin.
   He said, 'The aborigine! I thought we had enough barbarians here without sending for more.'
   Stark said nothing. He began to walk toward Luhar.
   Luhar said sharply, 'There's no use in getting nasty, Stark. Past scores are past. We're on the same side now.'
   The Earthman spoke, then, with a peculiar gentleness.
   'We were on the same side once before. Against Terror-Venus Metals. Remember?'
   'I remember very well!' Luhar was speaking now not to Stark alone, but to everyone in the room. 'I remember that your innocent barbarian friends had me tied to the block there in the swamps, and that you were watching the whole thing with honest pleasure. If the Company men hadn't come along, I'd be screaming there yet.'
   'You sold us out,' Stark said. 'You had it coming.'
   He continued to walk toward Luhar.
   Delgaun spoke. He did not raise his voice, yet Stark felt the impact of his command.
   'There will be no fighting here,' Delgaun said. 'You are both hired mercenaries, and while you take my pay you will forget your private quarrels. Do you understand?'
   Luhar nodded and sat down, smiling out of the corner of his mouth at Stark, who stood looking with narrowed eyes at Delgaun.
   He was still half blind with his anger against Luhar. His hands ached for the kill. But even so, he recognised the power in Delgaun.
   A sound shockingly akin to the growl of a beast echoed in his throat. Then, gradually, he relaxed. The man Delgaun he would have challenged. But to do so would wreck the mission that he had promised to carry out here for Ashton.
   He shrugged, and joined the others at the table.Walsh of Terra rose abruptly and began to prowl back and forth.
   'How much longer do we have to wait?' he demanded. Delgaun poured wine into a bronze goblet. 'Don't expect me to know,' he snapped. He shoved the flagon along the table toward Stark.
   Stark helped himself. The wine was warm and sweet on his tongue. He drank slowly, sitting relaxed and patient while the others smoked nervously or rose to pace up and down. Stark wondered what, or who, they were waiting for. But he did not ask.
   Time went by.
   Stark raised his head, listening. 'What's that?'
   Their duller ears had heard nothing, but Delgaun rose and flung open the shutters of the window near him.
   The Martian dawn, brilliant and clear, flooded the dead sea bottom with harsh light. Beyond the black line of the canal a caravan was coming toward Valkis through the blowing dust. It was no ordinary caravan. Warriors rode before and behind, their spearheads blazing in the sunrise. Jewelled trappings on the beasts, a litter with curtains of crimson silk, barbaric splendour. Clear and thin on the air came the wild music of pipes and the deep-throated throbbing of drums.
   Stark guessed without being told who it was that rode out of the desert like a king.
   Delgaun made a harsh sound in his throat. 'It's Kynon, at last!' he said, and swung around from the window. His eyes sparkled with some private amusement. 'Let us go and welcome the Giver of Life!'
   Stark went with them, out into the crowded streets. A silence had fallen on the town. Valkisian and barbarian alike were caught now in a breathless excitement, pressing through the narrow ways, flowing toward the canal.
   Stark found himself beside Delgaun in the great square of the slave market, standing on the auction block, above the heads of the throng. The stillness, the expectancy of the crowd were uncanny ...
   To the measured thunder of drums and the wild skirling of desert pipes, Kynon of Shun came into Valkis.


3


Straight into the square of the slave market the caravan came, and the people pressed back against the walls to make way for them. Stamping of padded hooves on the stones, ring and clash of harness, brave glitter of spears and the great two-handed broadswords of the Drylands, with drumbeats to shake the heart and the savage cry of the pipes to set the blood leaping. Stark could not restrain an appreciative thrill in himself.
   The advance guard reached the slave block. Then, with deafening abruptness, the drummers crossed their sticks and the pipers ceased, and there was utter silence in the square.
   It lasted for almost a minute, and then from every barbarian throat the name of Kynon roared out until the stones of the city echoed with it.
   A man leaped from the back of his mount to the block, standing at its outer edge where all could see, his hands flung up. 'I greet you, my brothers!'
   And the cheering went on.
   Stark studied Kynon, surprised that he was so young. He had expected a grey-bearded prophet, and instead, here was a brawny-shouldered man of war standing as tall as himself.
   Kynon's eyes were a bright, compelling blue, and his face was the face of a young eagle. His voice had deep music in it â�� the kind of voice that can sway crowds to madness.
   Stark looked from him to the rapt faces of the people â�� even the Valkisians had caught the mood â�� and thought that Kynon was the most dangerous man he had ever seen. This tawny-haired barbarian in his kilt of bronze-bossed leather was already half a god.
   Kynon shouted to the captain of his warriors, 'Bring the captive and the old man!' Then he turned again to the crowd,urging them to silence. When at last the square was still, his voice rang challengingly across it.
   'There are still those who doubt me. Therefore I have come to Valkis, and this day â�� now! â�� I will show proof that I have not lied!'
   A roar and a mutter from the crowd. Kynon's men were lifting to the block a tottering ancient so bowed with years that he could barely stand, and a youth of Terran stock. The boy was in chains. The old man's eyes burned, and he looked at the boy beside him with a terrible joy.
   Stark settled down to watch. The litter with the curtains of crimson silk was now beside the block. A girl, a Valkisian, stood beside it, looking up. It seemed to Stark that her green eyes rested on Kynon with a smouldering anger.
   He glanced away from the serving girl, and saw that the curtains were partly open. A woman lay on the cushions within. He could not see much of her, except that her hair was like dark flame and she was smiling, looking at the old man and the naked boy. Then her glance, very dark in the shadows of the litter, shifted away and Stark followed it and saw Delgaun. Every muscle of Delgaun's body was drawn taut, and he seemed unable to look away from the woman in the litter.
   Stark smiled very slightly. The outlanders were cynically absorbed in what was going on. The crowd had settled again to that silent, breathless tension. The sun blazed down out of the empty sky. The dust blew, and the wind was sharp with the smell of living flesh.
   The old man reached out and touched the boy's smooth shoulder, and his gums showed bluish as he laughed.
   Kynon was speaking again.
   'There are still those who doubt me, I say! Those who scoffed when I said that I possessed the ancient secret of the Ramas of long ago â�� the secret by which one man's mind may be transferred into another's body. But none of you after today will doubt that I hold that secret!
   'I, myself, am not a Rama.' He glanced down along his powerful frame, half-consciously flexing his muscles, and laughed.
   'Why should I be a Rama? I have no need, as yet, for the Sending-on of Minds!'
   Answering laughter, half ribald, from the crowd.
   'No,' said Kynon, 'I am not a Rama. I am a man like you. Like you, I have no wish to grow old, and in the end, to die.' He swung abruptly to the old man.
   'You, Grandfather! Would you not wish to be young again â�� to ride out to battle, to take the woman of your choice?'
   The old man wailed, 'Yes! Yes!' and his gaze dwelt hungrily upon the boy.
   'And you shall be!' The strength of a god rang in Kynon's voice. He turned again to the crowd and cried out.
   For years I suffered in the desert alone, searching for the lost secret of the Ramas. And I found it, my brothers! I hold their ancient power. I alone â�� in these two hands I hold it, and with it I shall begin a new era for our Dryland races!
   'There will be fighting, yes. There will be bloodshed. But when that is over and the men of Kesh and Shun are free from their ancient bondage of thirst and the men of the Low-Canals have regained their own â�� then I shall give new life, unending life, to all who have followed me. The aged and lamed and wounded can choose new bodies from among the captives. There will be no more age, no more sickness, no more death!'
   A rippling, shivering sigh from the crowd. Eyeballs gleaming in the bitter light, mouths open on the hunger that is nearest to the human soul.
   'Lest anyone still doubt my promise,' said Kynon, 'watch. Watch â�� and I will show you!'
   They watched. Not stirring, hardly breathing, they watched.
   The drums struck up a slow and solemn beat. The captain of the warriors, with an escort of six men, marched to the litter and took from the woman's hands a bundle wrapped in silks. Bearing it as though it were precious beyond belief, he came to the block and lifted it up, and Kynon took it from him.
   The silken wrappings fluttered loose, fell away. And in Kynon's hands gleamed two crystal crowns and a shining rod.
   He held them high, the sunlight glancing in cold fire from he crystal.
   Behold!' he said. 'The Crowns of the Ramas!'
   The crowd drew breath then, one long rasping Ah!
   The solemn drumbeat never faltered. It was as though the pulse of the whole world throbbed within it. Kynon turned. The old man began to tremble. Kynon placed one crown on his wrinkled scalp, and the tottering creature winced as though in pain, but his face was ecstatic.
   Relentlessly, Kynon crowned with the second circlet the head of the frightened boy.
   'Kneel,' he said.
   They knelt. Standing tall above them, Kynon held the rod in his two hands, between the crystal crowns.
   Light was born in the rod. It was no reflection of the sun. Blue and brilliant, it flashed along the rod and leaped from it to wake an answering brilliance in the crowns, so that the old man and the youth were haloed with a chill, supernal fire.
   The drumbeat ceased. The old man cried out. His hands plucked feebly at his head, then went to his breast and clenched there. Quite suddenly he fell forward over his knees. A convulsive tremor shook him. Then he lay still.
   The boy swayed and then fell forward also, with a clashing of chains.
   The light died out of the crowns. Kynon stood a moment longer, rigid as a statue, holding the rod which still flickered with blue lightning. Then that also died.
   Kynon lowered the rod. In a ringing voice he cried, 'Arise, Grandfather!'
   The boy stirred. Slowly, very slowly, he rose to his feet. Holding out his hands, he stared at them, and then touched his thighs, and his flat belly, and the deep curve of his chest.
   Up the firm young throat the wondering fingers went, to the smooth cheeks, to the thick fair hair above the crown. A cry broke from him.
   With the perfect accent of the Drylands, the Earth boy cried in Martian, 'I am in the youth's body! I am young again!'
   A scream, a wail of ecstasy, burst from the crowd. It swayed like a great beast, white faces turned upward. The boy fell down and embraced Kynon's knees.
   Eric John Stark found that he himself was trembling slightly. The Valkisian wore a look of intense satisfaction under his mask of awe. The others were almost as rapt and open-mouthed as the crowd.
   Stark turned his head slightly and looked down at the litter. One white hand was already drawing the curtains, so that the scarlet silk appeared to shake with silent laughter.
   The serving girl beside it had not moved. Still she looked up at Kynon, and there was nothing in her eyes but hate.
   After that there was bedlam, the rush and trample of the crowd, the beating of drums, the screaming of pipes, deafening uproar. The crowns and the crystal rod were wrapped again and taken away. Kynon raised up the boy and struck off the chains of captivity. He mounted, with the boy beside him. Delgaun walked before him through the streets, and so did the outlanders.
   The body of the old man was disregarded, except by some of Kynon's barbarians who wrapped it in a white cloth and took it away.
   Kynon of Shun came in triumph to Delgaun's palace. Standing beside the litter, he gave his hand to the woman, who stepped out and walked beside him through the bronze door.
   The women of Shun are tall and strong, bred to stand beside their men in war as well as love, and this red-haired daughter of the Drylands was enough to stop a man's heart with her proud step and her white shoulders, and her eyes that were the colour of smoke. Stark's gaze followed her from a distance.
   Presently in the council room were gathered Delgaun and the outlanders, Kynon and his bright-haired queen â�� and no other Martians but those three.
   Kynon sprawled out in the high seat at the head of the table. His face was beaming. He wiped the sweat off it, and then filled a goblet with wine, looking around the room with his bright blue eyes.
   'Fill up, gentlemen. I'll give you a toast.' He lifted the goblet. 'Here's to the secret of the Ramas, and the gift of life!'
   Stark put down his goblet, still empty. He stared directly at Kynon.
   'You have no secret,' said Stark deliberately.
   Kynon sat perfectly still, except that, very slowly, he put his own goblet down. Nobody else moved.
   Stark's voice sounded loud in the stillness.
   'Furthermore,' he said, 'that demonstration in the square was a lie from beginning to end.'
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Stark's words had the effect of an electric shock on the listeners. Delgaun's black brows went up, and the woman came forward a little to stare at the Earthman with profound interest.
   Kynon asked a question, of nobody in particular. 'Who,' he demanded, 'is this great black ape?'
   Delgaun told him.
   'Ah, yes,' said Kynon. 'Eric John Stark, the wild man from Mercury.' He scowled threateningly. 'Very well â�� explain how I lied in the square!'
   'Certainly. First of all, the Earth boy was a prisoner. He was told what he had to do to save his neck, and then was carefully coached in his part. Secondly, the crystal rod and the crowns are a fake. You used a simple Purcell unit in the rod to produce an electronic brush discharge. That made the blue light. Thirdly, you gave the old man poison, probably by means of a sharp point on the crown. I saw him wince when you put it on him.'
   Stark paused. 'The old man died. The boy went through his sham. And that was that.'
   Again there was a flat silence. Luhar crouched over the table, his face avid with hope. The woman's eyes dwelt on Stark and did not turn away.
   Then, suddenly, Kynon laughed. He roared with it until the tears ran.
   'It was a good show, though,' he said at last. 'Damned good. You'll have to admit that. The crowd swallowed it, horns, hoof and hide.'
   He got up and came round to Stark, clapping him on the shoulder, a blow that would have laid a lesser man flat.
   'I like you, wild man. Nobody else here had the guts to speak out, but I'll give you odds they were all thinking the same thing.'
   Stark said, 'Just where were you, Kynon, during those years you were supposed to be suffering alone in the desert?'
   'Curious, aren't you? Well, I'll let you in on a secret.' Kynon lapsed abruptly into perfectly good colloquial English. 'I was on Terra, learning about things like the Purcell electronic discharge.'
   Reaching over, he poured wine for Stark and held it out to him. 'Now you know. Now we all know. So let's wash the dust out of our throats and get down to business.'
   Stark said, 'No.'
   Kynon looked at him. 'What now?'
   'You're lying to your people,' Stark said flatly. 'You're making false promises, to lead them into war.'
   Kynon was genuinely puzzled by Stark's anger. 'But of course!' he said. 'Is there anything new or strange in that?'
   Luhar spoke up, his voice acid with hate. 'Watch out for him, Kynon. He'll sell you out, he'll cut your throat, if he thinks it best for the barbarians.'
   Delgaun said, 'Stark's reputation is known all over the system. There's no need to tell us that again.'
   'No.' Kynon shook his head, looking very candidly at Stark. 'We sent for you, didn't we, knowing that? All right.'
   He stepped back a little, so that the others were included in what he was going to say.
   'My people have a just cause for war. They go hungry and thirsty, while the City-States along the Dryland Border hog all the water sources and grow fat. Do you know what it means to watch your children die crying for water on a long march, to come at last to the oasis and find the well sanded in by a storm, and go on again, trying to save your people and your herd? Well, I do! I was born and bred in the Drylands, and many a time I've cursed the border states with a tongue like a dry stick.
   'Stark, you should know the workings of the barbarian mind as well as I do. The men of Kesh and Shun are traditional enemies. Raiding and thieving, open warfare over water and grass. I had to give them a rallying point â�� a faith strong enough to unite them. hem. Resurrecting the Rama legend was the only hope I had.
   'And it has worked. The tribes are one people now. They can go on and take what belongs to them â�� the right to live. I'm not really so far out in my promises, at all. Now do you understand?'
   Stark studied him, with his cold cat-eyes. 'Where do the men of Valkis come in â�� the men of Jekkara and Barakesh? Where do we come in, the hired bravoes?'
   Kynon smiled. It was a perfectly sincere smile, and it had no humour in it, only a great pride and a cheerful cruelty.
   'We're going to build an empire,' he said softly. 'The City-States are disorganised, too starved or too fat to fight. And Earth is taking us over. Before long, Mars will be hardly more than another Luna.
   'We're going to fight that. Drylander and Low-Canaller together, we're going to build a power out of dust and blood â�� and there will be loot in plenty to go round.'
   'That's where my men come in,' said Delgaun, and laughed. 'We low-Canallers live by rapine.'
   'And you,' said Kynon, "the hired bravoes", are in it to help. I need you and the Venusian, Stark, to train my men, to plan campaigns, to give me all you know of guerrilla fighting. Knighton has a fast cruiser. He'll bring us supplies from outside. Walsh is a genius, they tell me, at fashioning weapons. Themis is a mechanic, and also the cleverest thief this side of hell â�� saving your presence, Delgaun! Arrod organised and bossed the Brotherhood of the Little Worlds, which had the Space Patrol going mad for years. He can do the same for us. So there you have it. Now, Stark, what do you say?'
   The Earthman answered slowly, 'I'll go along with you â�� as long as no harm comes to the tribes.'
   Kynon laughed. 'No need to worry about that.'
   'Just one more question,' Stark said. 'What's going to happen when the people find out that this Rama stuff is just a myth?'
   'They won't,' said Kynon. 'The crowns will be destroyed in battle, and it will be very tragic, but very final. No one knows how to make more of them. Oh, I can handle the people! They'll be happy enough, with good land and water.'
   He looked around then and said plaintively, 'And now can we sit down and drink like civilised men?'
   They sat. The wine went round, and the vultures of Valkis drank to each other's luck and loot, and Stark learned that the woman's name was Berild.
   Kynon was happy. He had made his point with the people, and he was celebrating. But Stark noticed that though his tongue grew thick, it did not loosen.
   Luhar grew steadily more morose and silent, glancing covertly across the table at Stark. Delgaun toyed with his goblet, and his yellow gaze which gave nothing away moved restlessly between Berild and Stark.
   Berild drank not at all. She sat a little apart, with her face in shadow, and her red mouth smiled. Her thoughts, too, were her own secret. But Stark knew that she was still watching him, and he knew that Delgaun was aware of it.
   Presently Kynon said, 'Delgaun and I have some talking to do, so I'll bid you gentlemen farewell for the present. You, Stark, and Luhar â�� I'm going back into the desert at midnight, and you're going with me, so you'd better get some sleep.'
   Stark nodded. He rose and went out, with the others.
   An attendant showed him to his quarters, in the north wing. Stark had not rested for twenty-four hours, and he was glad of the chance to sleep.
   He lay down. The wine spun in his head, and Berild's smile mocked him. Then his thoughts turned to Ashton, and his promise. Presently he slept, and dreamed.
   He was a boy on Mercury again, running down a path that led from a cave mouth to the floor of a valley. Above him the mountains rose into the sky and were lost beyond the shallow atmosphere. The rocks danced in the terrible heat, but the soles of his feet were like iron, and trod them lightly. He was quite naked.
   The blaze of the sun between the valley walls was like the shining heart of Hell. It did not seem to the boy N'Chaka that it could ever be cold again, yet he knew that when darkness came there would be ice on the shallows of the river. The gods were constantly at war.
   He passed a place, ruined by earthquake. It was a mine, and N'Chaka remembered dimly that he had once lived there, with several white-skinned creatures shaped like himself. He went on without a second glance.
   He was searching for Tika. When he was old enough, he would mate with her. He wanted to hunt with her now, for she was fleet and as keen as he at scenting out the great lizards.
   He heard her voice calling his name. There was terror in it, and N'Chaka began to run. He saw her, crouched between two huge boulders, her light fur stained with blood.
   A vast black-winged shadow swooped down upon him. It glared at him with its yellow eyes, and its long beak tore at him. He thrust his spear at it, but talons hooked into his shoulder, and the golden eyes were close to him, bright and full of death.
   He knew those eyes. Tika screamed, but the sound faded, everything faded but those eyes. He sprang up, grappling with the thing ...
   A man's voice yelling, a man's hands thrusting him away. The dream receded. Stark came back to reality, dropping the scared attendant who had come to waken him.
   The man cringed away from him. Delgaun sent me. He wants you â�� in the council room.' Then he turned and fled.
   Stark shook himself. The dream had been terribly real. He went down to the council room. It was dusk now, and the torches were lighted.
   Delgaun was waiting, and Berild sat beside him at the table. They were alone there. Delgaun looked up, with his golden eyes.
   'I have a job for you, Stark,' he said. 'You remember the captain of Kynon's men, in the square today?'
   'I do.'
   'His name is Freka, and he's a good man, but he's addicted to a certain vice. He'll be up to his ears in it by now, and somebody has to get him back by the time Kynon leaves. Will you see to it?'
   Stark glanced at Berild. It seemed to him that she was amused, whether at him or at Delgaun he could not tell. He asked,
   'Where will I find him?'
   'There's only one place where he can get his particular poison â�� Kala's, out on the edge of Valkis. It's in the old city, beyond the lower quays.' Delgaun smiled. 'You may have to be ready with your fists, Stark. Freka may not want to come.'
   Stark hesitated. Then, 'I'll do my best,' he said, and went out into the dusky streets of Valkis.
   He crossed a square, heading away from the palace. A twisting lane swallowed him up. And quite suddenly, someone took his arm and said rapidly.
   'Smile at me, and then turn aside into the alley.'
   The hand on his arm was small and brown, the voice very pretty with its accompaniment of little chiming bells. He smiled, as she had bade him, and turned aside into the alley, which was barely more than a crack between two rows of houses.
   Swiftly, he put his hands against the wall, so that the girl was prisoned between them. A green-eyed girl, with golden bells braided in her black hair, and impudent breasts bare above a jewelled girdle. A handsome girl, with a proud look to her.
   The serving girl who had stood beside the litter in the square, and had watched Kynon with such bleak hatred.
   'Well,' said Stark. 'And what do you want with me, little one?'
   She answered, 'My name is Fianna. And I do not intend to kill you, neither will I run away.'
   Stark let his hands drop. 'Did you follow me, Fianna?'
   'I did. Delgaun's palace is full of hidden ways, and I know them all. I was listening behind the panel in the council room. I heard you speak out against Kynon, and I heard Delgaun's order, just now.'
   'So?'
   'So, if you meant what you said about the tribes, you had better get away now, while you have the chance. Kynon lied to you. He will use you, and then kill you, as he will use and then destroy his own people.' Her voice was hot with bitter fury.
   Stark gave her a slow smile that might have meant anything, or nothing.
   'You're a Valkisian, Fianna. What do you care what happens to the barbarians?'
   Her slightly tilted green eyes looked scornfully into his.
   'I'm not trying to trap you, Earthman. I hate Kynon. And my mother was a woman of the desert.'
   She paused, then went on sombrely, 'Also, I serve the lady Berild, and I have learned many things. There is trouble coming, greater trouble than Kynon knows.' She asked, suddenly, 'What do you know of the Ramas?'
   'Nothing,' he answered, 'except that they don't exist now, if they ever did.'
   Fianna gave him an odd look. 'Perhaps they don't. Will you listen to me, Earthman from Mercury? Will you get away, now that you know you're marked for death?'
   Stark said, 'No.'
   'Even if I tell you that Delgaun has set a trap for you at Kala's?'
   'No. But I will thank you for your warning, Fianna.'
   He bent and kissed her, because she was very young and honest. Then he turned and went on his way.
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Night came swiftly. Stark left behind him the torches and the laughter and the sounding harps, coming into the streets of the old city where there was nothing but silence and the light of the low moons.
   He saw the lower quays, great looming shapes of marble rounded and worn by time, and went toward them. Presently he found that he was following a faint but definite path, threaded between the ancient houses. It was very still, so that the dry whisper of the drifting dust was audible.
   He passed under the shadow of the quays, and turned into a broad way that had once led up from the harbour. A little way ahead, on the other side, he saw a tall building, half fallen in ruin. Its windows were shattered, barred with light, and from it came the sound of voices and a thin thread of music, very reedy and evil.
   Stark approached it, slipping through the ragged shadows as though he had no more weight to him than a drift of smoke. Once a door banged and a man came out of Kala's and passed by, going down to Valkis. Stark saw his face in the moonlight. It was the face of a beast, rather than a man. He muttered to himself as he went, and once he laughed, and Stark felt a loathing in him.
   He waited until the sound of footsteps had died away. The ruined houses gave no sign of danger. A lizard rustled between the stones, and that was all. The moonlight lay bright and still on Kala's door.
   Stark found a little shard of rock and tossed it, so that it make a sharp snicking sound against the shadowed wall beyond him. Then he held his breath, listening.
   No one, nothing, stirred. Only the dry wind sighed in the empty houses.
   Stark went out, across the open space, and nothing happened. He flung open the door of Kala's dive.
   Yellow light spilled out, and a choking wave of hot and stuffy air. Inside, there were tall lamps with quartz lenses, each of which poured down a beam of throbbing, gold-orange light. And in the little pools of radiance, on filthy furs and cushions on the floor, lay men and women whose faces were slack and bestial.
   Stark realized now what secret vice Kala sold here. Shanga â�� the going back â�� the radiation that caused temporary artificial atavism and let men wallow for a time in beasthood. It was supposed to have been stamped out when the Lady Fand's dark Shanga ring had been destroyed. But it still persisted, in places like this outside the law.
   He looked for Freka, and recognized the tall barbarian. He was sprawled under one of the Shanga lamps, eyes closed, face brutish, growling and twitching in sleep like the beast he had temporarily become.
   A voice spoke from behind Stark's shoulder. 'I am Kala. What do you wish, Outlander?'
   He turned. Kala might have been beautiful once, a thousand years ago as you reckon sin. She wore still the sweet chiming bells in her hair, and Stark thought of Fianna. The woman's ravaged face turned him sick. It was like the reedy, piping music, woven out of the very heart of evil.
   Yet her eyes were shrewd, and he knew that she had not missed his searching look around the room, nor his interest in Freka. There was a note of warning in her voice.
   He did not want trouble, yet. Not until he found some hint of the trap Fianna had told him of.
   He said, 'Bring me wine.'
   Will you try the lamp of Going-back, Outlander? It brings much joy.'
   'Perhaps later. Now, I wish wine.'
   She went away, clapping her hands for a slatternly wench who came between the sprawled figures with an earthern mug. Stark sat down beside a table, where his back was to the wall and he could see both the door and the whole room.
   Kala had returned to her own heap of furs by the door, but her basilisk eyes were alert.
   Stark made a pretence of drinking, but his mind was very busy, very cold.
   Perhaps this, in itself, was the trap. Freka was temporarily a beast. He would fight, and Kala would shriek, and the other dull-eyed brutes would rise and fight also.
   But he would have needed no warning about that â�� and Delgaun himself had said there would be trouble.
   No. There was something more.
   He let his gaze wander over the room. It was large, and there were other rooms off it, the openings hung with ragged curtains. Through the rents, Stark could see others of Kala's customers sprawled under Shanga-lamps, and some of these had gone so far back from humanity that they were hideous to behold. But still there was no sign of danger to himself.
   There was only one odd thing. The room nearest to where Freka sat was empty, and its curtains were only partly drawn.
   Stark began to brood on the emptiness of that room.
   He beckoned Kala to him. 'I will try the lamp,' he said. 'But I wish privacy. Have it brought to that room, there.'
   Kala said, 'That room is taken.'
   'But I see no one!'
   'It is taken, it is paid for, and no one may enter. I will have your lamp brought here.'
   'No,' said Stark. 'The hell with it. I'm going.'
   He flung down a coin and went out. Moving swiftly outside, he placed his eye to a crack in the nearest shutter, and waited.
   Luhar of Venus came out of the empty room. His face was worried, and Stark smiled. He went back and stood flat against the wall beside the door.
   In a moment it opened and the Venusian came out, drawing his gun as he did so.
   Stark jumped him.
   Luhar let out one angry cry. His gun went off a vicious streak of flame across the moonlight, and then Stark's great hand crushed the bones of his wrist together so that he dropped it clashing on the stones. He whirled around, raking Stark's face with his nails as he clawed for the Earthman's eyes, and Stark hit him. Luhar fell, rolling over, and before he could scramble up again Stark had picked up the gun and thrown it away into the ruins across the street.
   Luhar came up from the pavement in one catlike spring. Stark fell with him, back through Kala's door, and they rolled together among the foul furs and cushions. Luhar was built of spring steel, with no softness in him anywhere, and his long fingers were locked around Stark's throat.
   Kala screamed with fury. She caught a whip from among her cushions â�� a traditional weapon along the Low Canals â�� and began to lash the two men impartially, her hair flying in tangledlocks across her face. The bestial figures under the lamps shambled to their feet, and growled.
   The long lash ripped Stark's shirt and the flesh of his back beneath it. He snarled and staggered to his feet, with Luhar still clinging to the death grip on his throat. He pushed Luhar's face way from him with both hands and threw himself forward, over a table, so that Luhar was crushed beneath him.
   The Venusian's breath left him with a whistling grunt. His lingers relaxed. Stark struck his hands away. He rose and bent over Luhar and picked him up, gripping him cruelly so that he turned white with the pain, and raised him high and flung him bodily into the growling, beast-faced men who were shambling toward him.
   Kala leaped at Stark, cursing, striking him with the coiling lash. He turned. The thin veneer of civilisation was gone from Stark now, erased in a second by the first hint of battle. His eyes blazed with a cold light. He took the whip out of Kala's hand and laid his palm across her evil face, and she fell and lay still.
   He faced the ring of bestial, Shanga-sodden men who walled him off from what he had been sent to do. There was a reddish tinge to his vision, partly blood, partly sheer rage. He could see Freka standing erect in the corner, his head weaving from side to side brutishly.
   Stark raised the whip and strode into the ring of men who were no longer quite men.
   Hands struck and clawed him. Bodies reeled and fell away. Blank eyes glittered, and red mouths squealed, and there was a mingling of snarls and bestial laughter in his ears. The blood-lust had spread to these creatures now. They swarmed upon Stark and bore him down with the weight of their writhing bodies.
   They bit him and savaged him in a blind way, and he fought his way up again, shaking them off with his great shoulders, trampling them under his boots. The lash hissed and sang, and the smell of blood rose on the choking air.
   Freka's dazed, brutish face swam before Stark. The Martian growled and flung himself forward. Stark swung the loaded butt of the whip. It cracked solidly on the Shunni's temple, and he sagged into Stark's arms.
   Out of the corner of his eyes, Stark saw Luhar. He had risen and crept around the edge of the fight. He was behind Stark now, and there was a knife in his hand.
   Hampered by Freka's weight, Stark could not leap aside. As Luhar rushed in, he crouched and went backward, his head and shoulders taking the Venusian low in the belly. He felt the hot kiss of the blade in his flesh, but the wound was glancing, and before Luhar could strike again, Stark twisted like a great cat and struck down. Luhar's skull rang on the flagging. The Earthman's fist rose and fell twice. After that, Luhar did not move.
   Stark got to his feet. He stood with his knees bent and his shoulders flexed, looking from side to side, and the sound that came out of his throat was one of pure savagery.
   He moved forward a step or two, half naked, bleeding, towering like a dark colossus over the lean Martians, and the brutish throng gave back from him. They had taken more mauling than they liked, and there was something about the Outlander's simple desire to rend them apart that penetrated even their Shanga-clouded minds.
   Kala sat up on the floor, and snarled, 'Get out.'
   Stark stood a moment or two longer, looking at them. Then he lifted Freka to his feet and laid him over his shoulder like a sack of meal and went out, moving neither fast nor slow, but in a straight line, and way was made for him.
   He carried the Shunni down through the silent streets, and into the twisting, crowded ways of Valkis. There, too, the people stared at him and drew back, out of his path. He came to Delgaun's palace. The guards closed in behind him, but they did not ask that he stop.
   Delgaun was in the council room, and Berild was still with him. It seemed that they had been waiting, over their wine and their private talk. Delgaun rose to his feet as Stark came in, so sharply that his goblet fell and spilled a red pool of wine at his feet.
   Stark let the Shunni drop to the floor.
   'I have brought Freka,' he said. 'Luhar is still at Kala's.'
   He looked into Delgaun's eyes, golden and cruel, the eyes of her, dream. It was hard not to kill.
   Suddenly the woman laughed, very clear and ringing, and her laughter was all for Delgaun.
   'Well done, wild man,' she said to Stark. 'Kynon is lucky to have such a captain. One word for the future, though â�� watch out for Freka. He won't forgive you this.'
   Stark said thickly, looking at Delgaun, 'This hasn't been a night for forgiveness.' Then he added, 'I can handle Freka.'
   Berild said, 'I like you, wild man.' Her eyes dwelt on Stark's face, curious, compelling. 'Ride beside me when we go. I would know more about you.'
   And she smiled.
   A dark flush crept over Delgaun's face. In a voice tight with I fury he said, 'Perhaps you've forgotten something, Berild. There is nothing for you in this barbarian, this creature of an hour!'
   He would have said more in his anger, but Berild said sharply,
   'We will not speak of time. Go now, Stark. Be ready at midnight.'
   Stark went. And as he went, his brow was furrowed deep by a strange doubt.
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At midnight, in the great square of the slave market, Kynon's caravan formed again and went out of Valkis with thundering drums and skirling pipes. Delgaun was there to see them go, and the cheering of the people rang after them on the desert wind.
   Stark rode alone. He was in a brooding mood and wanted no company, least of all that of the Lady Berild. She was beautiful, she was dangerous, and she belonged to Kynon, or to Delgaun, or perhaps to both of them. In Stark's experience, women like that were sudden death, and he wanted no part of her. At any rate, not yet.
   Luhar rode ahead with Kynon. He had come dragging into the square at the mounting, his face battered and swollen, an ugly look in his eyes. Kynon gave one quick look from him to Stark, who had his own scars, and said harshly,
   'Delgaun tells me there's a blood feud between you two. I want no more of it, understand? After you're paid off you can kill each other and welcome, but not until then. Is that clear?'
   Stark nodded, keeping his mouth shut. Luhar muttered assent, and they had not looked at each other since.
   Freka rode in his customary place by Kynon, which put him near to Luhar. It seemed to Stark that their beasts swung close together more often than was necessary from the roughness of the track.
   The big barbarian captain sat rigidly erect in his saddle, but Stark had seen his face in the torchlight, sick and sweating, with the brute look still clouding his eyes. There was a purple mark on his temple, but Stark was quite sure that Berild had spoken the truth â�� Freka would not forgive him either the indignity or the hangover of his unfinished wallow under the lamps of Shanga.
   The dead sea bottom widened away under the black sky. As they left the lights of Valkis behind, winding their way over the sand and the ribs of coral, dropping lower with every mile into the vast basin, it was hard to believe that there could be life anywhere on a world that could produce such cosmic desolation.
   The little moons fled away, trailing their eerie shadows over rock formations tortured into impossible shapes by wind and water, peering into clefts that seemed to have no bottom, turning the sand white as bone. The iron stars blazed, so close that the wind seemed edged with their frosty light. And in all that endless space nothing moved, and the silence was so deep that the coughing howl of a sand-cat far away to the east made Stark jump with its loudness.
   Yet Stark was not oppressed by the wilderness. Born and bred to the wild and barren places, this desert was more kin to him than the cities of men.
   After a while there was a jangling of brazen bangles behind and Fianna came up. He smiled at her, and she said rather sullenl, 'The Lady Berild sent me, to remind you of her wish.'
   Stark glanced to where the scarlet-curtained litter rocked mg, and his eyes glinted.
   'She's not one to let go of a thing, is she?'
   'No.' Fianna saw that no one was within earshot, and then said quietly, 'Was it as I said, at Kala's?'
   Stark nodded. 'I think, little one, that I owe you my life. Luhar would have killed me as soon as I tackled Freka.'
   He reached over and touched her hand where it lay on the bridle. She smiled, a young girl's smile that seemed very sweet in the moonlight, honest and comradely.
   It was odd to be talking of death with a pretty girl in the moonlight.
   Stark said, 'Why does Delgaun want to kill me?'
   'He gave no reason, when he spoke to the man from Venus. But perhaps I can guess. He knows that you're as strong as he is, and so he fears you. Also, the Lady Berild looked at you in a certain way.'
   'I thought Berild was Kynon's woman.'
   'Perhaps she is â�� for the time,' answered Fianna enigmatically. Then she shook her head, glancing around with what was almost fear. 'I have risked much already. Please â�� don't let it be known that I've spoken to you, beyond what I was sent to say.'
   Her eyes pleaded with him, and Stark realised with a shock that Fianna, too, stood on the edge of a quicksand.
   'Don't be afraid,' he said, and meant it. 'We'd better go.'
   She swung her beast around, and as she did so she whispered, 'Be careful, Eric John Stark!'
   Stark nodded. He rode behind her, thinking that he liked the sound of his name on her lips.
   The Lady Berild lay among her furs and cushions, and even then there was no indolence about her. She was relaxed as a cat is, perfectly at ease and yet vibrant with life. In the shadows of the litter her skin showed silver-white and her loosened hair was a sweet darkness.
   'Are you stubborn, wild man?' she asked. 'Or do you find me distasteful?'
   He had not realised before how rich and soft her voice was. He looked down at the magnificent supple length of her, and said,
   'I find you most damnably attractive â�� and that's why I'm stubborn.'
   'Afraid?'
   'I'm taking Kynon's pay. Should I take his woman also?'
   She laughed, half scornfully. 'Kynon's ambitions leave no room for me. We have an agreement, because a king must have a queen â�� and he finds my counsel useful. You see, I am ambitious, too! Apart from that, there is nothing.'
   Stark looked at her, trying to read her smoke-grey eyes in the gloom. 'And Delgaun?'
   'He wants me, but ...' She hesitated, and then went on, in a tone quite different from before, her voice low and throbbing with a secret pleasure as vast and elemental as the star-shot sky.
   'I belong to no one,' she said. 'I am my own.'
   Stark knew that for the moment she had forgotten him.
   He rode for a time in silence, and then he said slowly, repeating Delgaun's words,
   'Perhaps you have forgotten something, Berild. There is nothing for you in me, the creature of an hour.'
   He saw her start, and for a moment her eyes blazed and her breath was sharply drawn. Then she laughed, and said,
   'The wild man is also a parrot. And an hour can be a long time â�� as long as eternity, if one wills it so.'
   'Yes,' said Stark, 'I have often thought so, waiting for death to come at me out of a crevice in the rocks. The great lizard stings, and his bite is fatal.'
   He leaned over in the saddle, his shoulders looming above hers, naked in the biting wind.
   'My hours with women are short ones,' he said. 'They come after the battle, when there is time for such things. Perhaps then I'll come and see you.'
   He spurred away and left her without a backward look, and the skin of his back tingled with the expectancy of a flying knife.
   But the only thing that followed him was a disturbing echo of laughter down the wind.
   Dawn came. Kynon beckoned Stark to his side, and pointed out at the cruel waste of sand, with here and there a reef of bassalt black against the burning white.
   'This is the country you will lead your men over. Learn it.' He was speaking to Luhar as well. 'Learn every water hole, every vantage point, every trail that leads toward the Border. There are no better fighters than the Dryland men when they're well led, and you must prove to them that you can lead. You'll work with their own chieftains â�� Freka, and the others you'll meet when we reach Sinharat.'
   Luhar said, 'Sinharat?'
   'My headquarters. It's about seven days' march â�� an island city, old as the moons. The Rama cult was strong there, legend has it, and it's a sort of holy place to the tribesmen. That's why I picked it.'
   He took a deep breath and smiled, looking out over the dead sea bottom toward the Border, and his eyes held the same pitiless light as the sun that baked the desert.
   'Very soon, now,' he said, more to himself than the others. 'Only a handful of days before we drown the Border states in their own blood. And after that ...'
   He laughed, very softly, and said no more. Stark could believe that what Berild said of him was true. There was a flame of ambition in Kynon that would let nothing stand in its way.
   He measured the size and the strength of the tall barbarian, the eagle look of his face and the iron that lay beneath his joviality. Then Stark, too, stared off toward the Border and wondered if he would ever see Tarak or hear Simon Ashton's voice again.
   For three days they marched without incident. At noon they made a dry camp and slept away the blazing hours, and then went on again under a darkening sky, a long line of tall men and rangy beasts, with the scarlet litter blooming like a strange flower in the midst of it. Jingling bridles and dust, and padded hoofs trampling the bones of the sea, toward the island city of Sinharat.
   Stark did not speak again to Berild, nor did she send for him.
   Fianna would pass him in the camp, and smile sidelong, and go on. For her sake, he did not stop her.
   Neither Luhar nor Freka came near him. They avoided him pointedly, except when Kynon called them all together to discuss some point of strategy. But the two seemed to have become friends, and drank together from the same bottle of wine.
   Stark slept always beside his mount, his back guarded and his gun loose. The hard lessons learned in his childhood had stayed with him, and if there was a footfall near him in the dust he woke often before the beast did.
   Toward morning of the fourth night the wind, that never seemed to falter from its steady blowing, began to drop. At dawn it was dead still, and the rising sun had a tinge of blood. The dust rose under the feet of the beasts and fell again where it had risen.
   Stark began to sniff the air. More and more often he looked toward the north, where there was a long slope as flat as his palm that stretched away farther than he could see.
   A restless unease grew within him. Presently he spurred ahead to join Kynon.
   'There is a storm coming,' he said, and turned his head northward again.
   Kynon looked at him curiously.
   'You even have the right direction,' he said. 'One might think you were a native.' He, too, gazed with brooding anger at the long sweep of emptiness.
   'I wish we were closer to the city. But one place is as bad as another when the khamsin blows, and the only thing to do is keep moving. You're a dead dog if you stop â�� dead and buried.'
   He swore, with a curious admixture of blunt Anglo-Saxon in his Martian profanity, as though the storm were a personal enemy.
   'Pass the word along to force it â�� dump whatever they have to to lighten the loads. And get Berild out of that damned litter. Stick by her, will you, Stark? I've got to stay here, at the head of the line. And don't get separated. Above all, don't get separated!'
   Stark nodded and dropped back. He got Berild mounted, and they left the litter there, a bright patch of crimson on the sand, its curtains limp in the utter stillness.
   Nobody talked much. The beasts were urged on to the top of heir speed. They were nervous and fidgety, inclined to break nit of line and run for it. The sun rose higher.
   One hour.
   The windless air shimmered. The silence lay upon the caravan with a crushing hand. Stark went up and down the line, lending a hand to the sweating drovers with the pack animals that now carried only water skins and a bare supply of food. Fianna rode close beside Berild.
   Two hours.
   For the first time that day there was a sound in the desert.
   It came from far off, a moaning wail like the cry of a giantess in travail. It rushed closer, rising as it did so to a dry and bitter shriek that filled the whole sky, shook it, and tore it open, letting in all the winds of hell.
   It struck swiftly. One moment the air was clear and motionless. The next, it was blind with dust and screaming as it fled, tearing with demoniac fury at everything in its path.
   Stark spurred toward the women, who were only a few feet away but already hidden by the veil of mingled dust and sand. Someone blundered into him in the murk. Long hair whipped across his face and he reached out, crying 'Fianna! Fianna!' A woman's hand caught his, and a voice answered, but he could not hear the words.
   Then, suddenly, his beast was crowded by other scaly bodies. The woman's grip had broken. Hard masculine hands clawed at him. He could make out, dimly, the features of two men, close to his.
   Luhar, and Freka.
   His beast gave a great lurch, and sprang forward. Stark was dragged from the saddle, to fall backward into the raging sand.
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He lay half-stunned for a moment, his breath knocked out of him. There was a terrible reptilian screaming sounding thin through the roar of the wind. Vague shapes bolted past him, and twice he was nearly crushed by their trampling hooves.
   Luhar and Freka must have waited their chance. It was so beautifully easy. Leave Stark alone and afoot, and the storm and the desert between them would do the work, with no blame attaching to any man.
   Stark got to his feet, and a human body struck him at the knees so that he went down again. He grappled with it, snarling, before he realised that the flesh between his hands was soft and draped in silken cloth. Then he saw that he was holding Berild.
   'It was I,' she gasped, 'and not Fianna.'
   Her words reached him very faintly, though he knew she was yelling at the top of her lungs. She must have been knocked from her own mount when Luhar thrust between them.
   Gripping her tightly, so that she should not be blown away, Stark struggled up again. With all his strength, it was almost impossible to stand.
   Blinded, deafened, half strangled, he fought his way forward a few paces, and suddenly one of the pack beasts loomed shadow-like beside him, going by with a rush and a squeal.
   By the grace of Providence and his own swift reflexes, he caught its pack lashings, clinging with the tenacity of a man determined not to die. It floundered about, dragging them, until Berild managed to grasp its trailing halter rope. Between them, they fought the creature down.
   Stark clung to its head while the woman clambered to its back, twisting her arm through the straps of the pad. A silken scarf whipped toward him. He took it and tied it over the head of the beast so it could breathe, and after that it was quieter.
   There was no direction, no sight of anything, in that howling inferno. The caravan seemed to have been scattered like a drift of autumn leaves. Already, in the few brief moments he had stood still, Stark's legs were buried to the knees in a substratum of sand that rolled like water. He pulled himself free and started on, going nowhere, remembering Kynon's words.
   Berild ripped her thin robe apart and gave him another strip of silk for himself. He bound it over his nose and eyes, and some of the choking and the blindness abated.
   Stumbling, staggering, beaten by the wind as a child is beaten by a strong man, Stark went on, hoping desperately to find the main body of the caravan, and knowing somehow that the hope was futile.
   The hours that followed were nightmare. He shut his mind to them, in a way that a civilised man would have found impossible. In his childhood there had been days, and nights, and the problems had been simple ones â�� how to survive one span of light that one might then struggle to survive the span of darkness that came after. One thing, one danger, at a time.
   Now there was a single necessity. Keep moving. Forget tomorrow, or what happened to the caravan, or where the little Fianna with her bright eyes may be. Forget thirst, and the pain of breathing, and the fiery lash of sand on naked skin. Only don't stand still.
   It was growing dark when the beast fell against a half-buried boulder and snapped its foreleg. Stark gave it a quick and merciful death. They took the straps from the pad and linked themselves together. Each took as much food as they could carry, and Stark shouldered the single skin of water that fortune had vouchsafed them.
   They staggered on, and Berild did not whimper.
   Night came, and still the khamsin blew. Stark wondered at the woman's strength, for he had to help her only when she fell. He had lost all feeling himself. His body was merely a thing that continued to move only because it had been ordered not to stop.
   The haze in his own mind had grown as thick as the black obscurity of the night. Berild had ridden all day, but he had walked, and there was an end even to his strength. He was approaching it now, and was too weary even to be afraid.
   He became aware at some indeterminate time that Berild had fallen and was dragging her weight against the straps. He turned blindly to help her up. She was saying something, crying his name, striking at him so that he should hear her words and understand.
   At last he did. He pulled the wrappings from his face and breathed clean air. The wind had fallen. The sky was growing clear.
   He dropped in his tracks and slept, with the exhausted woman half dead beside him.
   Thirst brought them both awake in the early dawn. They drank from the skin, and then sat for a time looking at the desert, and at each other, thinking of what lay ahead.
   'Do you know where we are?' Stark asked.
   'Not exactly.' Berild's face was shadowed with weariness. It had changed, and somehow, to Stark, it had grown more beautiful, because there was no weakness in it.
   She thought a minute, looking at the sun. 'The wind blew from the north,' she said. 'Therefore we have come south from the track. Sinharat lies that way, across the waste they call the Belly of Stones.' She pointed to the north and east.
   'How far?'
   'Seven, eight days, afoot.'
   Stark measured their supply of water and shook his head. 'It'll be dry walking.'
   He rose and took up the skin, and Berild came beside him without a word. Her red hair hung loose over her shoulders. The rags of her silken robe had been torn away by the wind, leaving her only the loose skirt of the desert women, and her belt and collar of jewels.
   She walked erect with a steady, swinging stride, and it was almost impossible for Stark to remember her as she had been, riding like a lazy queen in her scarlet litter.
   There was no way to shelter themselves from the midday sun. The sun of Mars at its worst, however, was only a pale candle beside the sun of Mercury, and it did not bother Stark. He made Berild lie in the shadow of his own body, and he watched her face, relaxed and unfamiliar in sleep.
   For the first time, then, he was conscious of a strangeness in her.  He had seen so little of her before, in Valkis, and almost nothing on the trail. Now, there was little of her mind or heart that she could conceal from him.
   Or was there? There were moments, while she slept, when hr shadows of strange dreams crossed her face. Sometimes, in t he unguarded moment of waking, he would see in her eyes a Iook he could not read, and his primitive senses quivered with a vague ripple of warning.
   Yet all through those blazing days and frosty nights, tortured with thirst and weary to exhaustion, Berild was magnificent. Her white skin was darkened by the sun and her hair became a wild red mane, but she smiled and set her feet resolutely by his, and Stark thought she was the most beautiful creature he had ever seen.
   On the fourth day they climbed a scarp of limestone worn in ages past by the sea, and looked out over the place called the Belly of Stones.
   The sea-bottom curved downward below them into a sort of gigantic basin, the farther rim of which was lost in shimmering waves of heat. Stark thought that never, even on Mercury, had he seen a place more cruel and utterly forsaken of gods or men.
   It seemed as though some primal glacier must have met its death here in the dim dawn of Mars, hollowing out its own grave. The body of the glacier had melted away, but its bones were left.
   Bones of basalt, of granite and marble and porphyry, of every conceivable colour and shape and size, picked up by the ice as it marched southward from the pole and dropped here as a cairn to mark its passing.
   The Belly of Stones. Stark thought that its other name was Death.
   For the first time, Berild faltered. She sat down and bent her head over her hands.
   'I am tired,' she said. 'Also, I am afraid.'
   Stark asked, 'Has it ever been crossed?'
   'Once. But they were a war party, mounted and well supplied.'
   Stark looked out across the stones. 'We will cross it,' he said.
   Berild raised her head. 'Somehow I believe you.' She rose slowly and put her hands on his breast, over the strong beating of his heart.
   'Give me your strength, wild man,' she whispered. 'I shall need it.'
   He drew her to him and kissed her, and it was a strange and painful kiss, for their lips were cracked and bleeding from their terrible thirst. Then they went down together into the place called the Belly of Stones.
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The desert had been a pleasant and kindly place. Stark looked back upon it with longing. And yet this inferno of blazing rock was so like the valleys of his boyhood that it did not occur to him to lie down and die.
   They rested for a time in the sheltered crevice under a great leaning slab of blood-red stone, moistening their swollen tongues with a few drops of stinking water from the skin. At nightfall they drank the last of it, but Berild would not let him throw the skin away.
   Darkness, and a lunar silence. The chill air sucked the day's heat out of the rocks and the iron frost came down, so that Stark and the red-haired woman must keep moving or freeze.
   Stark's mind grew clouded. He spoke from time to time, in a croaking whisper, dropping back into the harsh mother-tongue of the Twilight Belt. It seemed to him that he was hunting, as he had so many times before, in the waterless places â�� for the blood of the great lizard would save him from thirst.
   But nothing lived in the Belly of Stones. Nothing, but the two who crept and staggered across it under the low moons.
   Berild fell, and could not rise again. Stark crouched beside her. Her face stared up at him, while in the moonlight, her eyes burning and strange.
   I will not die!' she whispered, not to him, but to the gods. 'I will not
    die!'
   And she clawed the sand and the bitter rocks, dragging herself onward It was uncanny, the madness that she had for life.
   Stark raised her up and carried her. His breath came in deep
   sobbing gasps. After a while he, too, fell. He went on like a beast
   fours, dragging the woman.
   I He knew dimly that he was climbing. There was a glimmering of dawn in the sky. His hands slipped on a lip of sand and he went rolling down a smooth slope. At length he stopped and lay in his back like a dead thing.
   The sun was high when consciousness returned to him. He saw Berild lying near him and crawled to her, shaking her until her eyes opened. Her hands moved feebly and her lips formed the same four words. I will not die.
   Stark strained his eyes to the horizon, praying for a glimpse of Sinharat, but there was nothing, only emptiness and sand. With great difficulty he got the woman to her feet, supporting her.
   He tried to tell her that they must go on, but he could no longer form the words. He could only gesture and urge her forward, in the direction of the city.
   But she refused to go. 'Too far ... die ... without water ...' He knew that she was right, but still he was not ready to give up.
   She began to move away from him, toward the south, and he thought that she had gone mad and was wandering. Then he saw that she was peering with awful intensity at the line of the scarp that formed this wall of the Belly of Stones. It rose into a great ridge, serrated like the backbone of a whale, and some three miles away a long dorsal fin of reddish rock curved out into the desert.
   Berild made a little sobbing noise in her throat. She began to plod toward the distant promontory.
   Stark caught up with her. He tried to stop her, but she would not be stopped, turning a feral glare upon him.
   She croaked, 'Water!' and pointed.
   He was sure now that she was mad. He told her so, forcing the painful words out of his throat, reminding her of Sinharat and that she was going away from any possible help.
   She said again, quite sanely, 'Too far. Two â�� three days without water,' She pointed. 'Monastery â�� old well â�� a chance ...'
   Stark decided that he had little to lose by trusting her. He nodded and went with her toward the curve of rock.
   The three miles might have been three hundred. At last they came up under the ragged cliffs â�� and there was nothing there but sand.
   Stark looked at the woman. A great rage and a deep sense of futility came over him. They were indeed lost.
   But Berild had gone a few steps farther. With a hoarse cry, she bent over what had seemed merely a slab of stone fallen from the cliff, and Stark saw that it was a carven pillar, half buried. Now he was able to make out the mounded shape of a ruin, of which only the foundations and a few broken columns were left.
   For a long while Berild stood by the pillar, her eyes closed. Stark got the uncanny feeling that she was visualising the place as it had been, though the wall must have been dust a thousand years ago. Presently she moved. He followed her, and it was strange to see her, on the naked sand, treading the arbitrary patterns of vanished corridors.
   She came to a halt, in a broad flat space that might once have been a central courtyard. There she fell on her knees and began to dig.
   Stark got down beside her. They scrabbled like a pair of dogs in the yielding sand. Stark's nails slipped across something hard, and there was a yellow glint through the dusty ochre. Within a few minutes they had bared a golden cover six feet across, very massive and wonderfully carved with the symbols of some lost god of the sea.
   Stark struggled to lift the thing away. He could not move it. Then Berild pressed a hidden spring and the cover slid back of itself. Beneath it, sweet and cold, protected through all these ages, water stirred gently against mossy stones.
   An hour later, Stark and Berild lay sleeping soaked to the skin, their very hair dripping with the blessed dampness.
   That night, when the low moons roved over the desert, by the well, drowsy with an animal sense of rest and repletion.And Stark looked at the woman and said, 'I know you now.'
   'What do you know, wild man?'
   Stark said quietly, 'You are a Rama.'
   She did not answer at once. Then she said, 'I was bred in these these deserts. Is it so strange that I should know of this well?'
   'Strange that you didn't mention it before. You were afraid, weren't you, that if you led me here your secret would come out? But it was that, or die.'
   He leaned forward, studying her.'If you had led me straight to the well, I might not have wondered. But you had to stop and remember, how the halls were built and where the doorways were that led to the inner court. You lived in this place when it was whole. And no one, not even Kynon himself, knows of it but you.'
   'You dream, wild man. The moon is in your eyes.'
   Stark shook his head slowly. 'I know.'
   She laughed, and stretched her arms wide on the sand.
   'But I am young,' she said. 'And men have told me I am beautiful. It is good to be young, for youth has nothing to do with ashes and empty skulls.'
   She touched his arm, and little darts of fire went through his flesh, warm from his fingertips.
   'Forget your dreams, wild man. They're madness, gone with the morning.'
   He looked down at her in the clear pale light, and she was young, and beautifully made, and her lips were smiling.
   He bent his head. Her arms went round him. Her hair blew soft against his cheek. Then, suddenly, she set her teeth cruelly into his lip. He cried out and thrust her away, and she sat back on her heels, mocking him.
   'That,' she said, 'is because you called Fianna's name instead of mine, when the storm broke.'
   Stark cursed her. There was a taste of blood in his mouth. He reached out and caught her, and again she laughed, a peculiarly sweet, wicked sound.
   The wind blew over them, sighing, and the desert was very still.
   For two days they remained among the ruins. At evening of the second day Stark filled the water skin, and Berild replaced the golden cover on the well. They  began the last long march toward Sinharat.
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Stark saw it rising against the morning sky â�� a city of gold and marble, high on an island of rose-red coral laid bare by the vanished sea. Sinharat, the Ever Living.
   Yet it had died. As he came closer to it, plodding slowly through the sand, he saw that the place was no more than a beautiful corpse, the lovely towers broken, the roofless palaces open to the sky. Whatever life Kynon and his armies might have foisted upon Sinharat was no more than the fleeting passage of ants across the perfect bones of the dead.
   'What was it like before?' he asked, 'with the blue water around it, and the banners flying?'
   Berild turned a dark, calculating look upon him.
   'I told you before to forget that madness. If you talk it, no one will believe you.'
   'No one?'
   'You had best not anger me, wild man,' she said quietly. 'I may be your only hope of life, before this is over.'
   They did not speak again, going with slow weary steps toward the city.
   In the desert below the coral cliffs the armies of Kynon were encamped. The tall warriors of Kesh and Shun waiting, with their women and their beasts and their shining spears, for the pipers to cry them over the Border. The skin tents and the long picket lines were too many to count. In the distance, a convertible Kallman spacer that Stark recognised as Knighton's made an ugly, jarring incongruity.
   Lookouts sighted the two toiling figures in the distance. Men and women and children began to stream out across the sand, and presently a great cheering arose. Where he had looked on emptiness for days, Stark was smothered now by the press of thousands. Berild was picked up and carried on the shoulders of two chiefs, and men would have carried Stark also, but he fought diem off.
   Broad flights of steps were cut in the coral. The throng flowed upward along them. Ahead of them all went Eric John Stark, and Hie was smiling. From time to time he asked a question, and men drew back from that question, and his smile.
   Up the steps and into the streets of Sinharat he went, with a slow, restless stride, asking,
   'Where is Luhar of Venus?'
   Every man there read death in his face, but they did not try to stop him.
   People came out of the graceful ruins, drawn by the clamour, and the tide rolled down the broad ways, the rose-red streets of coral, until it spread out in the square before a great palace of gold and ivory and white marble blinding in the sun.
   Luhar of Venus came down the terraced steps, fresh from sleep, his pale hair tumbled, his eyes still drowsy.
   Others came through the door behind him. Stark did not see them. They did not matter. Berild didn't matter, calling his name from where she sat on the shoulders of the chiefs. Nothing, no one mattered, but himself and Luhar.
   He crossed the square, not hurrying, a dark ravaged giant in rags. He saw Luhar pause on the bottom step. He saw the sleep and the vagueness go out of the Venusian's eyes as they rested first on the red-haired woman, then on himself. He saw the fear come into them, and the undying hate.
   Someone got between him and Luhar. Stark lifted the man and flung him aside without breaking his stride, and went on. Luhar half turned. He would have run away, back into the palace, but there were too many now between him and the door. He crouched and drew his gun.
   Stark sprang.
   He came like a great black panther leaping, and he struck low. Luhar's shot went over his back. After that there was no more shooting. There was a moment, terribly short and silent, in which the two men lay entangled, straining against each other in a sort of stasis. Then Luhar screamed.
   Stark knew dimly that there were hands, many of them, trying to drag him away. He clung growling to the Venusian until he was torn loose by main force. He struggled against his captors, and through a red haze he saw Kynon's face, close to his and very angry. Luhar was not yet dead.
   'I warned you, Stark!' said Kynon furiously. 'I warned you.'
   Men were bending over Luhar. Knighton, Walsh, Themis, Arrod. Stark saw that Delgaun was among them. He did not question at the time how word had gone back to Valkis and sent Delgaun racing across the dead sea bottom with his hired bravos to search for the red-haired woman. It was right that Delgaun should be there.
   In short ragged sentences, Stark told how Luhar and Freka had tried to kill him, and how Berild had been lost with him.
   Kynon turned to the Venusian. Death was already glazing the cloud-grey eyes, but it had not quenched the hatred and venom.
   'He lies,' whispered Luhar. 'I saw him â�� he tried to run away and take the woman with him.'
   Luhar of Venus, taking vengeance with his last breath.
   Freka pushed forward, transparently eager to pick up his cue. 'It is so,' he said. 'I was with Luhar. I saw it also.'
   Delgaun laughed. Cruel, silent laughter. He stood up, and looked at Berild.
   Berild's eyes were blazing. She ignored Delgaun and spoke to Kynon.
   'You fool. Can't you see that they hate him? What Stark says is true. And I would have died in the desert because of them, if Stark hadn't been a better man than all of you.'
   'Strange words,' said Delgaun, 'coming from a man's own mate. Perhaps Luhar did lie, after all. Perhaps it was not Stark who tried to run away, but you.'
   She cursed him, with an ancient curse, and Kynon looked at her, sullenly. He said to the men who held Stark, 'Chain him below, in the dungeons.' Then he took Berild's arm and went with her into the palace.
   Stark fought until someone behind him knocked him on the head with the butt of a spear. The last thing he saw was the face of Fianna, standing out from the crowd, wide-eyed with pity and love.
   He came to in a place of cold, dry stone. There was an iron collar around his neck, and a five-foot chain ran from it to a ring in the wall. The cell was small. A gate of iron bars closed the entrance. Beyond was an open well, with other cell doors around it, and above were thick stone gratings open to the sky. He guessed that the place was built beneath some inner court of he palace.
   There were no other prisoners. But there was a guard, a thick-shouldered barbarian who sat on the execution block in the centre of the well, with a sword and a jug of wine. A guard who watched the captive Stark, and smiled.
   Freka.
   When he saw that Stark was awake, Freka lifted up the jug and laughed. 'Here's to Death,' he said. For no one else comes here!'
   He drank, and after that he did not speak, only sat and smiled.
   Stark said nothing either. He waited, with the same unhuman patience he had shown when he waited for his captors under the tor.
   The dim daylight faded from the gratings. Darkness came, and the pale glimmer of the moons. Freka became a silvered statue of a man, sitting on the block. Stark's eyes glowed.
   The empty jug dropped and broke. Freka rose. He took the naked sword in his hand and crossed the open space to the cell. He lifted the outer bar away. It fell with a great echoing clang, and Freka entered.
   'Stand up, Outlander,' he said. 'Stand up and face the steel. After that you'll sleep in a coral pit, and not even the worms will find you.'
   'Beast of Shanga!' Stark said contemptuously, and set his back against the wall, to give himself all the slack of the chain.
   He saw the bright steel glimmer in the air, up and down again, but when the blow fell he had leaped aside, and the point struck ringing against the stone. Stark darted in to grapple.
   His fingers slipped on hard muscle, and Freka wrenched away. He was a fighting man, and no weakling. The iron collar dug painfully into the Earthman's throat and the heavy chain threw him backward. Freka laughed, deep in his chest. The sword glinted hungrily.
   Then, as though she had taken shape suddenly from the shadows, Fianna was in the doorway. The little gun in her hand made a hissing spurt of flame. Freka screamed once, and fell. He did not move again.
   'The swine,' Fianna said, without emotion. 'Delgaun ordered him to wait, until it was sure that Kynon would not come down to talk to you. Then the story was to be that you had escaped somehow, with Berild's aid.'
   She stepped over the body and unlocked the iron collar with a key she took from her girdle.
   Stark took her slender shoulders gently between his hands. 'Are you a witch-girl, that you know all things and always come when I need you?'
   She gave him a deep, strange look. In the dusk, her proud young face was unfamiliar, touched with something fey and sad. He wished that he could see her eyes more clearly.
   'I know all things because I must,' she told him wearily. 'And I think that you are my only hope â�� perhaps the only hope of Mars.'
   He drew her to him, and kissed her, and stroked her dark head. 'You're too young to concern yourself with the destinies of worlds.'
   He felt her tremble. 'The youth of the body is only illusion, when the mind is old.'
   'And is yours old, little one?'
   'Old,' she whispered. 'As old as Berild's.'
   He felt sher tears warm against his skin, and she was like a child in her arms.
   'Then you know about her,' said Stark.
   He paused. 'And Delgaun?'
   'Delgaun also.'
   'I thought so,' Stark said. He nodded, scowling at the barred moonlight in the well. 'There are things I must know, myself but we'd best get out of here. Did Berild send you?'
   'Yes â�� as soon as she could get the key from Kynon. She is waiting for you.' She stirred Freka's body with her foot. 'Bring that. hat. We'll hide it in the pit he meant for you.'
   Stark heaved the body over his shoulder and followed the girl through a twisting maze of corridors, some pitch dark, some feebly lighted by the moons. Fianna moved as surely as though she were in the main square at high noon. There was the silence of death in these cold tunnels, and the dry faint smell of eternity.
   At length Fianna whispered. 'Here. Be careful.'
   She put out a hand to guide him, but Stark's eyes were like a cat's in the dark. He made out a space where the rock with which the ancient builders had faced these subterranean ways gave place to the original coral.
   Ragged black mouths opened in the coral, entrances to some unguessed catacombs beneath. Stark consigned Freka to the nearest pit, and then reluctantly threw his sword in after him.
   'You won't need it,' Fianna told him, 'and besides, it would be recognised. This will be a bitter night enough, without rousing the men of Shun over Freka's death.'
   Stark listened to the distant sliding echoes from the pit, and shivered. He had so nearly finished there himself. He was glad to follow Fianna away from that place of darkness and silent death.
   He stopped her in a place where a bar of moonlight came splashing through a great crack in the tunnel roof.
   'Now,' he said, 'we will talk.'
   She nodded. 'Yes. The time has come for that.'
   'There are lies everywhere,' said Stark. 'I am tangled up in lies. You know the truth that is behind this war of Kynon's. Tell me.'
   'Kynon's truth is simple,' she answered, speaking slowly, choosing her words. 'He wants land and power, conquest. He will pour out the blood of his people for that, and after that he plans to use the men of the Low-Canals under Delgaun to keep the tribesmen in line. It may be true, as he said, that they would be satisfied with grazing land and water â�� but they would lose their freedom, and their pride, and I think he has judged them wrongly. I think they would revolt.'
   She looked up at Stark. 'He planned to use your knowledge, and then destroy you if you became troublesome.'
   'I guessed that. What about the others?'
   'The outlanders? Use them, keep them as subordinates, or pay them off. Kill them, if necessary.'
   Now,' said Stark. 'What of Delgaun and Berild?'
   Fianna said softly. 'Their truth, too, is simple. They took Kynon's idea of empire, and stretched it further. It was Delgaun's idea to bring the strangers in. They would use Kynon and the tribes until the victory was won. Then they would do away with Kynon and rule themselves â�� with the outlanders and their ships and their powerful weapons to oppress Low-Canaler and Drylander alike.
   'That way, they could rape a world. More outland vultures would come, drawn by the smell of loot. The Martian men would fight as long as there was the hope of plunder â�� after that, they would be slaves to hold the empire. Their masters would grow fat on tribute from the City-States and from the men of Earth who have built here, or who wish to build. An evil plan â�� but profitable.'
   Stark thought about Knighton and Walsh of Terra, Themis of Mercury, Arrod of Callisto Colony. He thought of others like them, and what they would do, with their talons hooked in the heart of Mars. He thought of Delgaun's yellow eyes.
   He thought of Berild, and he was sick with loathing.
   Fianna came close to him, speaking in a different tone that had care and anxiety only for him.
   'I have told you this, because I know what Berild plans. Tonight - oh, tonight is a black and evil time, and death waits  in Sinharat! It is very close to me, I know. And you must follow own heart, Eric John Stark. I cannot tell you more.'
   He kissed her again, because she was sweet and very brave. Then she led him on through the dark labyrinth, to where Berild was waiting, with her dangerous beauty and all the evil of the ages in her soul.
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They came out of the darkness so suddenly that Stark blinked in the unaccustomed light of torches set in great silver sconces on the walls.
   The floor had been artificially smoothed, but otherwise the crypt was as the eroding action of the sea had shaped it out of the coral reef. It was not large, and it was like a cavern in a fairy tale, walled and roofed with the fantastic wreathing shapes of the rose-red coral. At one end there was a golden coffer set with naming jewels.
   Berild was there. Her wonderful hair was dressed and shining, and her body was clothed all in white, her arms and shoulders warm bronze from the kiss of the desert sun.
   Kynon was there, also. He stood motionless and silent, and he did not so much as turn his head when Fianna and Stark came in. His eyes were wide open and blank as a blind man's.
   'I have been waiting,' said Berild, 'and the time is short.'
   She seemed angry and impatient, and Stark said, Freka is dead. It was necessary to hide his body.'
   She nodded and turned to the girl. 'Go now, Fianna.'
   Fianna bent her head and went away. She did not look at Stark. It was as though she had no interest in anything that happened.
   Stark looked at Kynon, who had not moved or spoken.
   'He is safe enough,' said Berild, answering Stark's unspoken question. 'I drugged his wine so that his mind was opened to mine, and he is my creature as long as I will it.'
   Hypnosis, Stark thought. His nerves were beginning to do strange things. He wished desperately that he were back in the cell facing Freka's sword, which at least would deal with him openly and without guile or subterfuge.
   Berild set her hands on Stark's shoulders, and smiled as she had done that night by the ancient well.
   'I offer you three things tonight, wild man,' she said. Her eyes challenged him, and the scent of her hair was sweet and maddening.
   'Your life â�� and power â�� and myself.'
   Stark let his hands slip lightly down from her shoulders to her waist. 'And how will you do this thing?' he asked.
   'Easily,' she said, and laughed. She was very proud, and sure of her strength, and glad to be alive. 'Oh, very easily. You guessed the truth about me â�� I am of the Twice Born, the Ramas. I hold the secret of the Sending-on of Minds, which this great ox Kynon pretended to have. I can give you life now â�� and forever. Remember, wild man â�� forever!'
   He bent his dark face to hers, so that their lips touched, and murmured, 'Would I have you forever, Berild?'
   'Until you tire of me â�� or I of you.' She kissed him, and then added mockingly, 'Delgaun has had me for a thousand years, and I am weary of him. So very weary!'
   'A thousand years is a long time,' said Stark, 'and I am not Delgaun.'
   'No. You're a beast, a savage, a most magnificent cold-eyed animal, and that is why I love you.' She touched the muscle of his breast, and then his throat, and added, 'It's a pity there will never be another body like this one. We must keep it as long as we can.'
   'What is your plan?' Stark asked her.
   'Simply this. I will place your mind in Kynon's body. You will be Kynon, with all his power. You will be able then to keep Delgaun in check â�� later, you can destroy him, but not until after the battle is won, for we need the men of Valkis and Jekkara. You can keep your own body safe from him, and at the worst, if by some chance he should succeed in slaying the man he believes to be you, you will still be alive.'
   'And after the battle,' said Stark softly. 'What then, Berild?' 
   'We will rule together.' She held his palms against hers. 'You have strong hands, wild man. Would you not like to hold a world between them â�� and me?'
   She looked up at him, her eyes suddenly shrewd and probing. Or do you still believe the nonsense you talked to Kynon, about the tribes?'
   Stark smiled. 'It's easy to have principles when there's no gain involved. No. I am as my name says â�� a man without a tribe. I have no loyalties. And if I had, would I remember them now?'
   He held her, as she had said, between his hands, and they were very strong.
   But even then, Berild could warn him.
   'Keep faith with me, then! My wisdom is greater than yours, and I have powers you don't dream of. What I give, I can take away.'
   For answer, Stark silenced her mouth with his own.
   When she drew away, she said rather breathlessly, 'Let us hurry. The tribes are gathered, and Kynon was to have given the signal for war at dawn. There is much I must teach you between now and then.'
   She paused with her hand on the lid of the golden coffer. 'This is a secret place,' she said quietly. 'Since before the ocean died, it has been secret. Not even Kynon knew of it. I think only Delgaun and I, the last of the Twice-Born, knew â�� and now you.'
   'What about Fianna?'
   Berild shrugged. 'She is only my servant. To her, this is only a little cavern where I keep my private wealth.'
   She pressed a series of patterned bosses in intricate sequence, and there was the sharp click of an opening lock. A shiver ran up along Stark's spine. The beast in him longed to run, to be away from this whole business that smelled of evil. But the man in him knelt at Berild's wish, and waited, and did not flinch when the blank-eyed Kynon came like a moving corpse beside him.
   Berild raised the golden lid. And there was a great silence.
   On the slave block of Valkis, Kynon had brought forth two crowns of shining crystal and a rod of flame. As glass is to diamond, as the pallid moon to the light of the sun, were those things to the reality.
   In her two hands Berild held the ancient crowns of the Ramas, the givers of life. Twin circlets of glorious fire, dimming the shallow glare of the torches, putting a nimbus of light around the white-clad woman so that she was like a goddess walking in a cloud of stars. Stark's whole being contracted to a point of icy pain at the beauty and the wonder and the terror of them.
   She set one crown on Kynon's head, and even the drugged automaton shivered and sighed at its touch.
   Stark's mind veered away from the incredible thing that was about to happen. It spoke words to him, hurried desperate words of sanity, about the electrical patterns of the mind, and the sensitivity of crystals, and conductors, and electro-magnetic impulses. But that was only the top of his brain. At base it was still the brain of N'Chaka that believed in gods and demons and all the sorceries of darkness. Only pride kept him from cowering abjectly at Berild's feet.
   She stood above him, a creature of dreams in the unearthly light. She smiled and whispered, 'Do not fear,' â�� and she placed the second crown upon his head.
   A strange, shuddering fire swept through him. It was as though some chip of the primal heart of all creation had been set by an unguessed magic into the cells of the crystal. The force that shaped the universe and scattered forth the stars, and set the great suns to spinning. There was something awesome about it, something almost holy.
   And yet he was afraid. Most shockingly afraid.
   His brain was set free, in some strange fashion. The walls of his skull vanished. His mind floated in a dim vastness. It was like a tiny sun, glowing, spinning, swelling ...
   Berild lifted a crystal rod from the coffer, a wand of sorcerous fire. And now Stark's thoughts had lost all track of science. A cloud of misty darkness flowed around him, thickened ...
   A great leaping flare of light, a distant echo of a cry that he did not recognise as his own, and then ...
   Nothing.
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He was lying on his face, his cheek pressed against the cool coral. He opened his eyes, his mind groping for the shreds of some remembered terror. He saw, vaguely at first and then with terrible clarity as his vision became clear, a man lying close beside him.
   A tall man, very strongly built, with skin burned almost toblackness
    by exposure. A man who looked at him with eyes that were startlingly light in his dark face ...
   His own eyes. His own face.
   He cried out and struggled to his feet, trembling, staggering, and his body felt strange to him. He looked down upon the strangeness of another man's limbs, the alien shaping of flesh and sinew upon alien bones.
   The face of the dark giant who lay upon the coral mocked him. It watched, but did not see. The eyes were blank, empty, without soul or intelligence.
   The mind of Eric John Stark fought, in its alien prison, for sanity.
   Berild's voice spoke to him. Her hand was on his shoulder
   Kynon's shoulder ...
   'All is well, wild man. Do not fear. Kynon's mind is in your body, still sleeping at my command. And you are Kynon now.' It was not an easy thing to accept, but he knew that it was so, and he knew that he had wished it to be so. It was easier to be calm after he turned his back on the other.
   Berild took him in her arms and held him until he had stopped shuddering, oddly like a mother with a frightened child. Then she kissed him, smiling, and said,
   The first time is hard. I can remember â�� and that was very long ago.' She shook him gently. 'Now come. We'll take your body to a place of safety. And then I must tell you all of Kynon's plans for those outside.'
   She spoke to the thing that lay upon the coral, saying, 'Get up,' and it rose obediently and followed where Berild led, to a tiny barred niche in a side passage. It made no protest when ii was left, locked safely in.
   'Only I can give it back to you,' said Berild softly. 'Remember that.'
   Stark said, 'I will remember.'
   He went with Berild to Kynon's quarters in the palace. He sat among Kynon's possessions, clothed in Kynon's flesh, and learned how Kynon's mind had planned to loose a red tide upon the peaceful cities of the Border.
   Only a small part of his mind was attentive to this. The rest of it was concerned with the redness of Berild's hair and the warmth of her lips, and with the heady knowledge that it was possible to be alive and young forever.
   Never to lose the pride of strength, never to know the dimming sight and failing mind of age. To go on, like a child in an endless playground, with no fear of tomorrow.
   It was nearly dawn.
   Berild rose. She had told him much, but not the things Fianna had told him, of the secret treachery she had planned with Delgaun. She helped Stark to clothe Kynon's body in the harness of war, with the Iongsword and the shield and the shining spear. Then she set her lips to his so that his borrowed heart threatened to choke him with its pounding, and her eyes were wondrously bright and beautiful.
   'It is time,' she whispered.
   She walked beside him, as he had seen her beside Kynon in Valkis, stepping like a queen.
   They came out of the palace, onto the steps where Luhar had died. There were beasts waiting, trapped for war, and an escort of tall chiefs, with pipers and drummers and link-boys to light the way.
   Stark mounted Kynon's beast. It sensed the wrongness in him, hissing and rearing, but he held it down, and imperiously raised his hand.
   Throbbing drums and skirling pipes, tossing flames where the link-boys ran with the torches, a clash of metal and a cheer, and Kynon of Shun rode down through the streets of Sinharat to the coral cliffs, with the red-haired woman at his side.
   They were waiting.
   The men of Kesh and the men of Shun were gathered below cliffs, waiting. Stark led the way, as Berild had told him to, a ledge of coral above them. Delgaun was there, with the outlanders and a handful of Valkisians. He looked tired and
   tempered. Stark knew that he had been busy for hours with last-minute preparations.
   The first pale rays of dawn broke across the desert. A vast ringing cry went up from the gathered armies. After that there was, silence, a taunt expectant hush.
   I here was no fear in Stark now. He was past that. Fear was too small an emotion for what was about to be.
   He saw Delgaun's golden eyes, hot with a cruel excitement. He saw Berild's secret triumph in her smile. He looked down upon the warriors, and let the magnificent voice of Kynon ring out across the soundless air.
   'There will be no war,' he said. 'You have been betrayed.'
   In the moment that was left to him, he confessed the lie of the Rama crowns. And then Berild, who was behind him now, had moved like a red-haired fury to drive her dagger into his heart.
   In his own body, Stark might have escaped the blow. But the reflexes of Kynon were not as his. They were swift enough to postpone death â�� the blade bit deep, but not where Berild had wished it. He turned and caught her by the wrists, and said to Delgaun,  'She has betrayed you, too. Freka lies in a coral pit â�� and I am not Kynon.'
   Berild tore away from him. She spurred her beast toward the Valkisian. She would have broken past him, through the escort, and up the cliffs to safety in the tunnels under Sinharat. But Delgaun was too quick.
   One hand caught in the masses of her hair. She was dragged screaming from the saddle, and even then her screams were not of fear, but of fury. She clawed at Delgaun, and he fell with her to the ground.
   The tall chieftains of the escort came forward, but they were dazed, and confused by the anger that was rising in them.
   Delgaun's wiry body arched. He flung the woman over the ledge, and what happened to her after that Stark did not see, nor wish to see.
   He was shouting again to the barbarians, the tale of Delgaun's treachery.
   Behind him on the ledge there was turmoil where Delgaun ran on foot between the beasts, and the outlanders made their try for safety. Below him in the desert, where there had been silence, a great deep muttering was growing, like the first growling of a storm, and the ranks of spears rippled like wheat before the wind.
   And Stark felt the slow running out of Kynon's blood inside him, where Berild's dagger stood out from his back.
   They had headed Delgaun away from the path up the cliff. The two loose mounts had been caught and held. They had tried to catch Delgaun, but he was light and fast and slipped away from them. Now he broke back, toward Kynon's great beast.
   Knock the dying man from the saddle, charge through the milling chieftains, who were hampered by their own numbers in that narrow space ...
   He leaped. And the arms of Kynon, driven by the will of Eric John Stark, encircled him and held him and would not let him go.
   The two men crashed to the ledge. Stark let out one harsh cry of agony, and then was still, his hands locked around the Valkisian's throat, his eyes intent and strange.
   Men came up, and he gasped, 'He is mine,' and they let him be.
   Delgaun did not die easily. He managed to get his dagger out, and gashed the other's side until the naked ribs showed through. But once again Stark's mind was free in some dark immensity of its own. He was living again the dream he had in Valkis, and this was the end of the dream. N'Chaka had a grip at last on the demon with yellow eyes that hungered for his life, and he would not let go.
   The yellow eyes widened. They blazed, and then they slowly dimmed until the last flicker of life was gone. The strength went out of N'Chaka's hands. He fell forward, over his prey.
    Below, on the sand, Berild lay, and her outspread hair was as red as blood in the fiery dawn.
     The men of Kesh and the men of Shun flowed, in a resistless tide up over the coral cliffs. The chieftains and the pipers and the link-boys joined them, hunting the outlanders and the wolves of Valkis through the streets of Sinharat.
   Unnoticed, a dark-haired girl ran down the path to the ledge.
    She bent over the body of Kynon, pressing her hand to its heart. Tears ran down and mingled with the blood.
   A low, faint moan came from the man's lips. Weeping like a bulH, Fianna drew a tiny vial from her girdle and poured three drops of pale liquid on the unresponsive tongue.
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He had come a long way. He had been down in the deep black valleys of the Place of Darkness, and the iron frost was in his bones. He had climbed the bitter mountains where no creature of the Twilight Belt might go and live.
   There was light, now. He had been lost and wandering, but he had won back to the light. His tribe, his people would be waiting for him. But he knew that he would never see them.
   He remembered, then, with the old terrible loneliness, that they were not truly his people. They had raised him, but they  were not of his blood.
   And he remembered also that they were dead, slain by the miners who had needed all the water of the valley for themselves. Slain by the miners who had taken N'Chaka and put him in a cage.
   With a start of terror, he thought he was again in that cage, with the leering bearded faces peering in at him. But in the blinding dazzle of light he could see no bars.
   There was only one face. The anxious, pitying face of a girl.
   Fianna.
   His brain began to clear. Memory returned bit by bit, the fragments fitting themselves gradually into place.
   Kynon. Delgaun. Berild. Sinharat, the Ever-Living.
   He remembered now with perfect clarity that he was dying, and it seemed a terrible thing to die in the body of another man. For the first time, fully, he felt the separation from his own flesh. It seemed a blasphemous thing, more terrible than death.
   Fianna was weeping. She stroked his hair, and whispered, 'I am so glad. I was afraid â�� afraid you would never wake.'
   He was touched, because he knew that she loved him and would be sad. He lifted his hand to touch her face, to comfort her.
   He saw the fingers of that hand, dark against her cheek. Dark... His own fingers. His own hand.
   He was not on the ledge. He was back in the coral crypt beneath the palace. The light that had dazzled his eyes was not the sun, but only the flare of torches.
   He sat up, his heart pounding wildly.
   Kynon of Shun lay beside him on the coral. He was quite dead, his head encircled by a crown of fire, his side open to the white bone where Delgaun's blade had struck.
   The wound that Kynon himself had never felt.
   The golden coffer was open. The second crown lay near Fianna, with the rod beside it.
   Stark looked at her, deep into her eyes. Very softly he said, 'I would not have dreamed it.'
   'You will understand, now â�� many things,' she said. 'And I was glad of my power today, because I could truly give you life!' She rose, and he saw that she was very tired. Her voicemwas dull, as though it counted over old things that no longer mattered.
   'You see why I was afraid. If they had ever suspected that I, too, was of the Twice-Born ... Berild or Delgaun, each alone, I might have destroyed, but I could not destroy both of them. And if I had, there was still Kynon. You did what I could not, Eric John Stark.'
   'Why were you against them, Fianna? How were you proof against the poison that made them what they were?'
   She answered angrily, 'Because I am weary of evil, of scheming for power and shedding the blood of men as though they  were sheep! I am not better than Berild was. I, too, have lived a long time, line, and my hands are not clean. But perhaps, by what you helped me do, I have made up a little for my sins.'
   She paused, her thoughts turned darkly inward, and it was strange to see the shadow of age touching her sweet young face. Then she said, very slowly, like an old, old woman speaking, 'I am weary of living. No matter where I go, I am a stranger. You can understand that, though not so well as I. There is an end pleasure, and after that only loneliness is left.
   'I have remembered that I was human once. That is why I set myself against their plan of empire. After all these ages I have come round full circle to the starting point, and things seem to me now as they seemed then, before I was tempted by the Sending-on of Minds.
   'Ist is a wicked thing!' she cried suddenly. 'Against nature and the gods, and it has never brought anything but evil!' She caught up the rod and held it in her hands.
   'This is the last,' she said. 'Cities die, and nations perish, and material things, even such as these, are destroyed. One by one the Twice-Born have perished also, through accident or swift disease or murder, as Berild would have slain Delgaun. Now only this, and I, are left.'
   Quite suddenly, she flung the rod against the coral, and it broke iemp a cloudy flame and a tinkling of crystal shards. Then, one by one, she broke the crowns.
   She stood still for a long moment. Then she whispered, 'Now only I am left.'
   Again there was silence, and Stark was shaken by the magnitude of the thing that she had done. Her slim girl's body somehow took on the stature of a goddess.
   After a while he went to her and said awkwardly, 'I have not thanked you, Fianna. You brought me here, you saved me ...' 'Kiss me once , then,' she answered, and raised her lips to his.
   'For I love you, Eric John Stark â�� and that is the pity of it. Because I am not for you, nor for any man.'
   He kissed her, very tenderly, and there was the bitter taste of tears on her soft lips.
   'Now come,' she whispered, and took his hand.
   She led him back through the labyrinth, into the palace, and then out again into the streets of Sinharat. Stark saw that it was sunset, and that the city was deserted. The tribes of Kesh and Shun had broken camp and gone.
   There was a beast ready for him, supplied with food and water. Fianna asked him where he wished to go, and pointed the way to Tarak.
   'And you?' he asked. 'Where will you go, little one?'
   'I have not thought.' She lifted her head, and the wind played with her dark hair. She did not smile, and yet suddenly Stark knew that she was happy.
   'I am free of a great burden,' she whispered. 'I shall stay here for a while, and think, and after that I shall know what to do. But whatever it is there will be no evil in it, and in the end I shall rest.'
   He mounted, and she looked up at him, with a look that wrung his heart although it was not sad.
   'Go now,' she said, 'and the gods go with you.'
   'And with you.' He bent and kissed her once again, and then rode away, down to the coral cliffs.
   Far out on the desert he turned and looked back, once, at the white towers of Sinharat rising against the larger moon.
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Water Pirate


It was early in 2418 that the Solar System realized that there was a Water Pirate. The great tanker ships, carrying water to the rich dry-world mines and colonies, began to vanish from the space-lanes, with their convoys. The Trans-Galactic Convoy Fleet, which for two hundred years had kept the space-ways safe, was suddenly helpless. Ships and men vanished without a trace or an explanation, and there was no clue to be found.


For four solid weeks not a drop of water got through. The storage tanks dropped lower and lower; a panic fear of thirst swept the dry worlds. The Interplanetary Trade Marts shook in the wind of that fear, and the economic system trembled with it.


Old Johan Gray, Chief of Special Duty of the Convoy Fleet, played his last card. His son Jaffa went through the worst hell-spots of the System, searching for something that might show them some way to fight.


And on a moon-washed Martian night, Jaffa Gray stood in the shadow of the Valkis slave-market and cursed, bitterly and softly; a stocky, strong-boned man, his square face hard with the failure that he had at last to admit.


For the first time in the two days he had been in Valkis, he took off his peaked spaceman's cap, wanting the desert wind on his head and not giving a damn who saw his trademarkâ��the broad streak where his hair had come in white over a scar. He raked his fingers through it, swearing out the last of his vocabulary; and a voice said out of the darkness: "Jaffa Gray!"


He whirled, his heat-gun blurring into his hand. A boy stepped into the moonlight. His arrow-straight body was clad like Jaffa's in dark spaceman's leather, but where Jaffa's dark hair was cropped short, the boy's rose in a shining crown, bound with the thin metal chains that marked him already a warrior in Kesh, a barbarian state in the Martian drylands.


Jaffa's face hardened. He had seen that gleaming pile of hair almost everywhere in Valkis. "All right, Keshi, you've caught up with me. Talk, and talk fast!"


The boy came closer, fearless of the gun, and his words were a breathless whisper. "I can take you to the Water Pirate!"


Jaffa stood like a graven image. He had risked his neck on an invisible trail. The last possible covert had drawn blank. He had been going home defeated; and now Fate dropped the whole thing neatly in his lap! His lips curled in a silent laugh. His left hand shot out to clamp the Keshi's tunic in a throttling grip; his right jammed the gun-muzzle in the boy's ribs. "Now," he said easily, "what's your game?"


The Keshi didn't flinch. "You are Jaffa Gray; I was sure when I saw your hair. You are hunting the Water Pirate. I can take you to him. There is no game."


Jaffa's eyes blazed. "If you were telling the truth. . . ."


The boy grinned in his face, a fighting grin. "Feel my chin, Jaffa Gray, if you want proof!"


Puzzled, the Earthman slid the fist of his gun-hand along the up-thrust jaw. His breath hissed in sharply. Intently he retraced the jaw-line, ran downward along the smooth curve of the throat. Then he let go of the tunic abruptly, as though it had burned him.


"By the Nine Red Hells of Jupiter!" he whispered. "A woman!"


"Now do you believe?" mocked the low voice. "Would I have risked Valkis to tell you a lie? What would those wolves do to me, if they found out? I need you, Jaffa Gray, and you need me!"


The white lock gleamed as Jaffa's blunt fingers rumpled it. Then he nodded shortly and shrugged his heavy shoulders.


"I'll take a chance," he grunted. "Let's go. We can talk aboard my ship."


The Kallman two-seater was ready to fly. Behind the bolted space-port they were safe from spying, and the warrior-girl of Kesh told her story in rapid sentences.


"My name is Lhara. My brother Lhar was pilot on one of the tanker ships that disappeared. The Water Pirate holds him prisoner, along with the men from the other ships, but one man escaped. My brother sent me a message by him; told me to find you, because you were the one man in the System who could bring the Water Pirate in.


"The pilot, who escaped in one of the Pirate's own ships, was to have helped us. But something went wrong; we crashed, and he was killed. You've got to fix the ship."


"Why not just use my own?" asked Jaffa.


"How close do you think you'd get to the Pirate's hideout?" returned Lhara impatiently. "Besides, it has much better weapons than any of our ships."


Jaffa's ears pricked. "Who exactly is the Water Pirate?"


"I don't know. None of the men has ever seen him."


Jaffa nodded. "Where did you crash?"


"Near the Teka range, about three hundred miles from here."


"Just a minute," demanded Jaffa suspiciously. "How'd you get across the desert to Valkis?"


The girl's grey eyes were contemptuous. "I am a Keshi." She touched the chains in her tawny hair. "I have earned these honestly. It was not hard to steal a thak from a village across the first range. I rode to Valkis."


Jaffa shook his head. "You win. But warrior or no warrior, if you're lying to me I'll wring your pretty neck. What's your position?"


He was admiring the pretty neck as he slid the strato-wings out of the hull and set the air-rotors going.


"By the Nine Red Hells of Jupiter!" Jaffa shoved back his cap and whistled. "Where did this crate come from?"


He was standing in the open port of a wrecked space ship, lying at a slight angle in the red sand of the Teka desert. It was the weirdest ship he had ever seen, and he had seen plenty. A flattened oval, rather than the familiar cylinder of the System, the alloy of its metal and the use of various gadgets projecting from the hull were both a mystery. Inside, the control cabin was furnished with queer low couches and upholstered all over with a peculiar silky stuff that flowed in quavering patterns of green and blue and brown.


A small ship, carrying four at the outside on a long voyage.


To Jaffa's right as he stood was the control panel, and beyond it, the buckled bow-plates that had sustained the brunt of the crash. Ahead was a wall pierced with thick quartzite visiports. To his left was a bulkhead; the heavy door into the rear cabins was closed. And at his feet. . . .


At his feet was the maddest thing of the whole crazy ship. Covering most of the floor space was an oval pit some six feet deep, tiled in a pattern of outlandish marine growths. It was bone dry; whatever moisture had been there had long ago gone out into the dry Martian air. But it was undoubtedly a pool of some sort, and Jaffa wondered profanely what lunatic would cart a swimming pool through space.


He whirled as bolts shot to behind him. Whirled; and dropped in a jointless heap on the narrow floor. Lhara looked grimly down at him, the paralysis-gun that Jaffa had not taken from her steady in her hand. Mutely, Jaffa raged. He had not disarmed her, for there was no way beyond actual imprisonment to keep her from the Kallman's gun-rack; and Jaffa had been reluctant to risk alienating her help. Also, he had had no real reason to believe she lied. Now he could have kicked himself.


From a locker she produced manacles and chained him securely, wrist and ankle, taking his gun. "I'm sorry, Jaffa Gray," she said steadily, as she stood at last over him. "That was an unworthy trick. But I have told you no lie. My brother is a prisoner, I need your help, and I can take you to the Water Pirate!"


Then she was gone, out into the desert.


Jaffa glared bitterly after her. The paralyzing charge had not been strong, and the life came back into him quickly. He struggled against his chains, knowing it was useless. Then he lay still, too bitter against himself and Lhara even to curse.


After a bit there came a thundering shock that rocked the desert under the ship. Sand pelted against the ports, and the sagging bow-plates shook in the surge of ruptured air. Jaffa swore. Only one thing could have made that explosion; Lhara had bombed his Kallman. His only hope of escape now lay in this queer ship that he must make fly.


The girl came back, carrying a bundle of Jaffa's things, her hair shaken in a tawny veil across her shoulders and full of sand. Subconsciously Jaffa saluted the courage it had taken to heave a sub-atomic bomb into the ship and then lie in the sand with that explosion roaring over her.


Lhara freed his hands, lengthened the chain between his ankles so that he could walk after a fashion, the paralysis-gun ready to topple him if he made a false move.


"Go look at the damage, Jaffa. You'll find everything you need here. And I advise you to hurry."


He went, grappling the problem of why, if Lhara had been telling the truth as she said, she was acting this way. She must have gone to a good deal of trouble to track him to Valkis, for he was not in the habit of leaving guide-posts behind him; and she hadn't done it simply because she needed a man to repair the ship, or even to fly it. Almost anyone else would have answered that purpose as well as he. There was something more behind it, something damned queer.


He tried to solve the mystery by the simple method of asking questions. But Lhara, along with the chains in her hair, had learned a warriors trick of keeping her jaw shut.


He learned nothing.


The damage to the ship was not great. The bow-plates had been broken so that the cabin was not space-worthy, but the instrument panel had not suffered much. The pilot had died of a broken neck, according to the girl. Jaffa studied the controls. Unfamiliar in pattern, they yet bore a resemblance to those he knew, and the ship ran on the same vibratory atom-smashing principle. He nodded in grim admiration as he saw what had made the disappearances of the tanker ships and their convoys possible. A powerful vibratory field was created by means of exterior electrodes, neutralizing the vibrations in the atom-smashing units of the System ships, rendering the engines useless. The vibrations also blanketed the radios, preventing communication. After that, the huge electro-magnets simply clamped on and towed the helpless ships like fish on a line.


A queer, wonderful ship. But he knew he could fly it; and given the proper materials, he could fix the damage in two days.


"Of course," he added, when he made his surly report to the girl, "if the mechanism of the ship has been sprung or damaged. . . ."


"It hasn't," she assured him, and he wondered how she knew.


That night the two of them bunked in the control cabin. Jaffa never thought of being alone with a woman. They brought up their girls to be men in Kesh. Lhara simply chained her prisoner securely, lay down and went to sleep. The door in the bulkhead remained closed. Jaffa tried more questions, but finally gave up and went to sleep too.


Sometime much later he came awake, not starting up, but simply ceasing to be asleep. Both moons were up, shooting crazy shadows across the narrow floor and the dry pool. Lhara's couch was empty.


Jaffa realized suddenly what had waked him. There was a sense almost of fog in his nostrils, a warm moisture faintly tinged with an unfamiliar smell. The dry, cold air sucked it up before he could analyze it. But it had been there; and Lhara was gone.


He sat up. His ankle-chain passed around a stanchion, but from where he was he could see that the bolts of the space-lock were shot from the inside, and the hatch into the engine-rooms below was locked.


His eyes fastened on the bulkhead door. Lhara was there, behind it; there was no place else for her to be. Something else was there, too, something that made warm moisture in a climate drier than the Earthly Sahara. What?


Jaffa lay awake, waiting, trying till his head ached to answer his own question. He lay so that he could see the door and still seem to be asleep; when at last the heavy door swung cautiously open, he held his breathing to an even rhythm, though he strained every sense to see what was beyond.


Nothing. Just darkness, against which Lhara's unbound hair shone like a silver cape in the moonlight. But there came again that gush of moist warmth that had wakened him, and the strange odor was a thought stronger. Then the door swung to again, and the thirsty air swallowed all trace.


Lhara stood over him a moment, listening to his breathing. Then she went back to her couch; and in spite of his rage against her, Jaffa dreamed of her, and pleasantly.


Two days of hard work saw the bow-plates once more tight. That evening Jaffa faced the Keshi girl.


"All right," he grunted. "Your crate will fly. Now what?"


"Now you try it." Lhara shot the space-bolts home. "Take her up. If she's all right, go on. If not, come back and finish the repairs."


"Had you thought we might not be able to get back?" asked Jaffa dryly.


Lhara's jaw set. "Those are the orders, Jaffa Gray."


"Yoursâ��or someone else's?"


"That doesn't concern you." The ever-present paralysis-gun motioned him to the pilot's seat. Jaffa shrugged and obeyed.


He switched on the air-pumps and the purifying system, watching the gauges intently. The needles held steady for a moment, then wavered back to the danger point.


"What is it?" asked Lhara sharply. "Cut in your rockets!"


Jaffa pointed to the gauges: The girl's eyes hardened abruptly with suspicion. "The pumps were all right when we tested for tightness an hour ago."


"You can see them now," retorted Jaffa indifferently. "If you go up with them this way, you'll not live two hours."


She wavered a moment, for the first time uncertain. She suspected a trap, but she knew nothing of machinery. In the end, she gave in; there was nothing else to do.


"All right. You'll have to go below and fix them, and you well know there's only room for one down there. But hear me, Earthman!" Her grey gaze was steel-hard, her jaw stern. "You can't escape from there. And if you make a single false move, I'll drop you in your tracks!"


Jaffa shrugged and slid his manacled feet down the hatch.


A single narrow runway ran between the great bulk-headed power units, back to the fuel feed and the vibration chamber, where the special heavy atoms were smashed to power the rocket tubes. He found the air unit without any trouble, stood staring speculatively at the gleaming mass of machinery. There was nothing wrong with it; he himself had caused the reaction on the gauges. But there was an idea at the back of his mind, an unformed thing made of closed doors and cryptic actions and warm moisture in cold, dry air. With the queer inventiveness of a man on the brink of a mysterious fate, something had occurred to him; a fantastic thing, that might, just possibly come in handy. Any way, it was all he could do, and anything was better than nothing.


He set to work with quick, sure hands. For nearly an hour he was at it, answering Lhara's shouted questions with surly plausibilities. When at last he climbed the ladder back to the control chamber, there was something in the air-unit that had not been there before.


He took the strange ship up, testing her in every way and finding her sound. Lhara gave him his course; he stared at it, raking the white streak in his hair with blunt fingers.


"The Asteroid Belt, eh? Trust the Water Pirate to do something no crook has done since the Fleet got its long-range detectors thirty years ago! I'll be interested to see how he does it!"


"By the Nine Red Hells of Jupiter!"


Jaffa said it, very slow and soft. Impossibility was manifest before his eyes.


Mars was back of them, across the curve of space. All around them the Asteroids hurtled on their far-flung way. Ahead, where Jaffa, under Lhara's pistol-enforced order, was steering, was a tiny world-pebble a mile or so in diameter. It seemed a long way to come to commit suicide, but Jaffa held the ship steady, straight for the barren surface.


Then the impossible happened. Emptiness yawned behind a backslid portion of the asteroid itself; Jaffa, goggling, took the ship in. The strange space-door closed behind them.


"We must wait until the air is replenished," said Lhara, as though she were reciting a lesson, and Jaffa waited, staring.


A vast space had been hollowed in the rock of the asteroid, probably with powerful disintegrators, and fitted out for a hangar. Ranged neatly in ranks were the convoy ships that had vanished with the tankers; of the clumsy tankers themselves, there was no sign. There was no other ship like the one he flew, and Jaffa smiled. That fitted his embryonic theory. The floor was sheeted in metal, and he guessed at magnetic gravity plates.


A green light flashed against the wall. The Keshi girl got up and shot the space-bolts back. "Come," she said, and Jaffa, shuffling in his ankle-chains, followed obediently.


Lhara guided him, muttering directions under her breath as though she had memorized them. There was a barrack room where men of the Convoy Fleet sat in strange, quiescent alertness, like robots of flesh and blood. Lhara's eyes went in anxious pain to a tall Keshi in the uniform of the tanker company; but there was no recognition in his face, and she did not pause. Then there was a little terminal room where a car waited on a curved trough. Lhara motioned her prisoner in. Then she pressed a button, and the car shot down a green-lit tube straight for the heart of the asteroid.


With a dizzying, vertiginous suddenness, the car shot out of the metal tube into one of glass. Space opened around themâ��space filled with water, swarming with queer sea-creatures, suffused by a curious pale radiance. Jaffa realized, with a suffocating sensation, that the water filled the whole hollowed-out center of the asteroid.


Lhara's face was set and pale; he could not read her expression. But her knuckles were white on the grip of the ray-gun, and her breast rose to deep-drawn fighter's breathing.


There were glassite buildings ahead in the water's blur. The tube went straight into one, closing transparent walls around them. They went down a ramp and into a small room, furnished as the spaceship had been, and at Jaffa's feet there was a sunken pool, broad each way as two tall men.


Jaffa followed the Keshi girl through swinging doors into a room that stretched vastly under curving crystal walls. Intricate mechanisms, control panels, coils and vacuum tubes and gigantic things of cryptic identity filled every foot of available space; there were ray lamps and heating apparatus and rack upon rack of cultures in gleaming tubes.


And there was water, in a deep sunken pool tiled green and brown in a pattern of water-weeds.


Lhara led her captive to the brink of the pool and stopped. They stood waiting, and there was a silence like a holding of breath in the laboratory.


The water in the pool stirred suddenly, lapping against the tiles. Far down, cloaked in the rippling refractions, a solid something moved, sending a stream of crystal bubbles up along the surge of the disturbed water.


Something that was swift and sure and graceful; something that gleamed with a golden sheen as the light struck it; something that was panther-lithe and supple, and had areas of shimmering iridescence at its extremities. Jaffa's blunt fingers raked his white-streaked hair and did not feel it.


The head broke water.


A strange, unearthly face. Fine golden fur-covered features that were strong and clear and as streamlined as a space-cruiser. Eye and nostril were fitted with protective membranes, and there were no outward ears; but Jaffa, looking into fire-shot dark eyes, knew that this was a man, with no taint of the hybrid in his blood.


In one light surge the stranger gained the tiles beside the pool. The close golden fur that covered him shed the water in glistening streams down a smooth-muscled body, as human in shape as Jaffa's own, save that at wrist and ankle there were fanlike membranes. There was a strange, triumphant fire burning in the swimmer as he stood looking at Jaffa; and the Earthman realized abruptly that Lhara was trembling.


"You have done well, girl," murmured the golden Being, and Lhara's voice burst out of a tight throat.


"Give me my brother and let me go!"


The water-man might not have heard her. His dark gaze was fastened on Jaffa. "The gods are with me!" he said softly. "I shall succeed."


Jaffa's face was hard as carven stone. "I seem to be the sacrifice," he observed. "Is it permitted that I know for what?"


The golden swimmer swung about, reaching for a switch, "I'll show you, Earthman!" The light went out, leaving a suffocating blackness. After a moment a pale square of light gleamed; the strange voice, that had a liquid music in it, called them closer. "Look here, into this ultra-visor. It will explain better than any words."


Jaffa looked, hearing the taut breathing of the Keshi girl beside him. Something, a spinning blur, took shape in the screen, resolved itself into a planet, revolving about a triple sun. The focus drew in, blotting out the suns; the curve of the globe flattened, became a concave bowl of water, stretching to the limits of the screen. Here and there tiny islands raised swampy heads, barely above the face of the warm, teeming sea; in the shallows around them were domes of gleaming glassite, housing cities.


Closer still; into the streets of the under-water cities, where there were great buildings fallen to ruin and disuse, all save the temples. No children played, and the homes were desolate. Only the temples had lifeâ��and the taverns. There were as many taverns as there were temples, and here the sunken pools were filled with stuff that was not water; those who wallowed in them were mere sodden, licentious hulks.


The cities faded to show writhing undersea forests, growing on oozy mud. Amongst the towering fronds of weeds and the amorphous bulks of giant sponges swam monstrous shadows, things with gills and dorsal fins that were yet not fish. They were to the beings in the cities as the apes are to man, and their faces were bestial beyond anything Jaffa had ever seen. They swam around the glassite domes, nuzzling the transparent surfaces, glaring hungrily at the men within; and here and there a shining dome was cracked before the strength of their numbers. The sea-things rode the spurting water through the rifts, and the men who had time to drown were the lucky ones.


Lhara gasped, and Jaffa sensed her averted head. Then, as the screen flickered out and the light came up again, the voice of the golden swimmer spoke, low and somber.


"I, Rha, was the last child to be born on Vhila."


They stood waiting, the man and the woman. The alien one faced them, his muscles drawn taut.


"Vhila is a dying world. Once, as you saw, she was great. But we are an old people, and we have seen our doom approaching for centuries. The sea-dwellers out-breed us a thousand to one. One by one our cities fall, and my people have fallen too, under the load. You saw them; some wait for death in the temples, some in the kulha-tanks. But learning and work and hope are dead on Vhila.


"Can you understand that, Earthman? A world of living dead! No future, no life, just a dumb acceptance and an endless waiting. I revolted. I lived alone in the empty colleges, the laboratories, the museums; I learned all the ancient knowledge of my race. And I turned my eyes to your solar system, where I dreamed of a new life for what remains of my people. When I was ready, I took a spaceship from the museum, stocked it with the tools I would need, but no weapons, for we are a peaceful race."


"I landed first on Venus. You can guess why, Earth-man; we are amphibious, taking water through the skin. We cannot live in a dry world. But instead of the peaceful welcome I had expected, I was attacked and driven off. The people feared me. They would have killed me if they could. I knew then that my people could not come in peace. We are alien."


"I found this asteroid, and changed it to suit me. Then I studied your system more thoroughly, by means of the ultra-visor, that I might find means to conquer it. I have no wish to kill, only to force recognition of my wishes and to gain the power to carry them out. I found that your civilization rests basically on the water trade that permits your far-flung colonies to live. Fitting, was it not? I could prey on this water trade, bring you to the brink of destruction, and then make my demands. Under the circumstances, there could be no refusal."


Again the fire-shot eyes rested on Jaffa. "The gods have been kind. So far I have succeeded."


Jaffa raised his head. "Where do I fit in?"


Rha smiled. "I need a hostage, to insure that my demands are believed, understood, and carried out promptly. You are the son of Johan Gray. The Chief of Special, I have learned, is really the most powerful man in the System, for he sits at the secret head of all the activities of the planets. To him, through you, I shall make my demands."


Jaffa nodded, his eyes hooded behind dropped lids. "And if he refuses?"


Rha sighed and spread his hands.


For the first time Lhara spoke. Both men started. Her voice was sharp and fearless as a sword, and the paralysis-gun was steady in her hand.


"I've been a fool, Rha! I knew none of this; only that if I brought you this man, you would cure my brother and let him go. I thought you were only a clever bandit, and I was willing to barter with you for my brother's life. If I had known, I would have killed Lhar with my own hands before I would have obeyed you!"


She flung quick words over her shoulder at Jaffa. "I am sorry, Earthman, for what I did. Stand by me now!"


Rha did not flinch. "You cannot escape. The doors are closed, and my pilots, who are my slaves since I injected them with a special hormone, guard the hangar. Only I can take you out of here."


Wills met and locked. Then Lhara bowed before the truth. Rha took the gun from her unresisting hand.


"Now," he said. "We will go out again in my spaceship, away from here so that my position cannot be traced by the radio carrier-waves, and contact Johan Gray. You will not be stubborn, Jaffa, I am sure."


Jaffa's eyes were still hidden, and there was a ghost of a smile on his lips. He asked: "Why did you come back here at all? You were aboard the ship back on Mars."


"You guessed it, did you?" Rha nodded as he led the way out of the laboratory. "The Martian air is so dry I couldn't leave my cabin, and I was afraid if you knew, you'd try something. An unfortunate thing, that smash-up, especially the pilot's death. But I had to have you, Jaffa, and I had to have Lhara to get you.


"I came back here for two reasons. The water, air, and food were nearly exhausted; but particularly I wanted you to see my stronghold and my laboratory, so that you would know I made no idle boasts. Vhila has scientific secrets your people won't guess at for several centuries yet."


They made a silent trio on the trip back to the hangar. Rha picked up three armed pilots from the barrack-room. He smiled at Lhara as he motioned her into his ship, saying: "I feel safer with you where I can watch you." Then the ship roared out through the space-door. The bulkhead door was closed, and the pool in the control cabin was newly filled.


At a safe distance Rha brought the ship to a standstill. And as the throb of the motors died, Jaffa came to his feet. His chains clashed as he hurled himself in a desperate dive for the control panel. Before anyone could stop him, he had landed all his weight on a knife-switch set beside the controls, smashed it down to the end of its slot.


Down in the bowels of the ship there was a grating clash. The water in the pool began to bubble and hiss, and a whitish gas rolled sluggishly over the brink to spread across the floor. In the time it took Jaffa to regain his feet, it had covered the floor-plates and was lapping the ankles of the thunderstruck people who watched it.


"That gas," said Jaffa steadily, "is highly explosive. I should advise the men not to fire their heat-guns."


Rha snapped his orders. "Take himâ��but don't fire!"


The three pilots moved forward like plastic robots. Jaffa faced them; without shifting his eyes he called to Lhara, "Keep your head above the mist!" Rha stood quietly, waiting, but his eyes were on a switch above the one Jaffa had thrown, and he said "Hurry!" very quietly.


The white gas billowed sluggishly at their wrists.


The rest, afterwards, was a blur to Jaffa's memory. One man missed his footing on the narrow floor and vanished into the pool. The other two came on, holding their heat-guns clubbed. The Earthman caught a glimpse of Lhara, stalking like a panther behind Rha. Then he had grappled the two pilots and gone lurching down into the sea of mist.


The swirling opacity blinded him; he held his breath while he struggled, praying that his chest wouldn't burst until he had what he wanted. The pilots fought doggedly to hold him while they regained their feet. But Jaffa had the desperation of a man clutching his last chance; and he knew that above the rising flood of gas, Rha was reaching for the switch that would mean defeat.


His hand closed on a flailing heat-gun. His head was ringing, his lungs burned with the agony of suffocation. Dimly he knew that one man had fallen limply to the floor, unconscious. He wrenched desperately at the gun, knowing he couldn't last much longer. The distorted face close to his loosed a burst of breath that set the white gas swirling. Then the empty lungs sucked in; the hand went limp.


With the last of his strength Jaffa surged upward. The gas had risen; how high? Above his head, perhaps. Perhaps it had choked all air from the cabin, pouring up faster than the air-conditioners could work. Perhaps Rha and Lhara were lying under it, dying of anoxia. And suddenly, through his pain and desperation, Jaffa knew something. The hard-held air in his lungs broke from him in a cry.


"Lhara!"


Like a swimmer, his head broke the surface. The gas lapped his chin, but there was air still. He gulped it in. Rha's head was rigid above the rising tide, and behind it, Lhara's, her hair fallen in a bright cloak that gleamed through the mist.


Jaffa raised his gun and fired.


In a crackling fury of sparks the flying controls fused to a blackened ruin. Jaffa lurched forward, dragged at the switch above the one he had pressed before. The handle scorched his palm, so near had the destructive blast come to it. A gurgling rush came from the pool, and the gas sucked downward in a sullen whirlpool. Jaffa leaned weakly against the bulkhead, and knew that he was laughing at the two thunderstruck faces.


"Dry ice!" he gasped. "I diverted carbon dioxide from the air purifiers and improvised a compression unit with one of the pressure tanks. Then I connected the compression-tank release with a cut-in on the feed-pipe for this pool, the only one that can be emptied from the control panel. When I pulled that switch I dumped about ten pounds of dry ice into the water. That gas was the released carbon dioxide, perfectly harmless, except that it can suffocate."


Lhara released the arm she had been holding in a vise-grip behind Rha's back; the grip that had kept him from getting to that all-important switch and wrecking Jaffa's plans. Together they got the men up above the last of the gas that hovered above the empty pool. When they were breathing properly again, Jaffa turned to Rha.


"You realize your position. Very soon after I radio, Fleet ships will come to take us in tow. In the ordinary course of events, you will be destroyed as a danger to the welfare of the Solar System.


"But I don't think you are a menace, Rha. I think you're a very courageous man, and a great scientist; and on those grounds, I'll make a bargain with you. My father, as you said, has influence. I think, after I explain, that I can persuade him to arrange a colony for you, provided you give your word to live in peace. And that's what you really want, isn't it, Rha?"


"I ask only a useful life for my people." For a long, long moment Rha looked into the Earthman's eyes. Then he bowed his head, and his voice was deep as he answered:


"I accept your offer, Jaffa Gray."


Jaffa sighed relieved and turned to the radio. Lhara sat on a couch beside it.


"You'll go back to Kesh now?" he asked abruptly.


"As soon as my brother is free." She faced him frankly. "I'm sorry for what I did, Jaffa. But since it's turned out this way. . . ."


"I think," said Jaffa, "if I were to come to Kesh, and you were to try very hard, I might forgive you."
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First picture from the story.
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The second illustration from the story.
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Containing all the images for books and magazines etc. with stories I have been able to find.  There are some non-English ones to add still as time goes on.  If anyone wants to pass one of the missing ones on if they come across it, that would be great.


http://rnmscott.customer.netspace.net.au/leighbrackett.html
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Valkis : z setting - zz water pirate - 4.0 


Martian city.


1137.


Teka Desert : z setting - zz water pirate - 4.0 


Mountainous dry area out from Valkis.


1138.


Johan Gray : zz water pirate - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Chief of Special Duty of the Convoy Fleet.


1139.


Jaffa Gray : z character - major - zz water pirate - 4.0 


His son and investigator.


1140.


Lhara : z character - major - zz water pirate - 4.0 


A warrior-girl of Kesh.


1141.


Lhar : zz water pirate - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Her brother.


1142.


Rha : z character - supporting - zz water pirate - 3.5 


An alien from Vhila, a golden swimmer from a water-world with three suns.


1143.


Trans-Galactic Convoy Fleet : zz water pirate - 3.0 - z organisation 


Shipping protection group.


1144.


Kesh : zz water pirate - z place - 3.0 


Martian barbarian dryland state.


1145.


Kallman two-seater : zz water pirate - z vehicle - 4.0 


Small flying craft.


1146.


Ultra-visor : zz water pirate - z technology - 3.5 


Display mechanism.


1147.


Paralysis Gun : zz water pirate - z weapon - 4.0 


Non-lethal sidearm.


1148.


Heat Gun : zz water pirate - z weapon - 3.0 


Lethal sidearm.
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Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 6.6
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.67
   Flesch : 72.5
   Flesch-Kincaid : 6.3


SETTING


In 2418


Valkis


Martian city.


Teka Desert


Mountainous dry area out from Valkis.
   CHARACTERS


Johan Gray


Chief of Special Duty of the Convoy Fleet.


Jaffa Gray


His son and investigator.


Lhara


A warrior-girl of Kesh.


Lhar


Her brother.


Rha


An alien from Vhila, a golden swimmer from a water-world with three suns.
   ORGANISATIONS


Trans-Galactic Convoy Fleet


Shipping protection group.
   PLACES


Kesh


Martian barbarian dryland state.
   VEHICLES


Kallman two-seater


Small flying craft.
   TECHNOLOGY


Ultra-visor


Display mechanism.
   WEAPONS


Paralysis Gun


Non-lethal sidearm.


Heat Gun


Lethal sidearm.
   PLOT


Rha, an alien from a water-world has taken Lhara's brother hostage.  She finds Jaffa Gray, son of a powerful administrator, and paralyses him, wanting to use him.  She finds out Rha is more than a bandit, being an alien scientist wanting to save his amphibious people, under siege on their own world.  He too wants to use Jaffa's ability to sway his father for help.  Jaffa decides that his cause is worthy enough to forgive his crimes, and offers to intercede.
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The Veil : z setting - zz the veil of astellar - 4.0 


A ship swallowing region.


1151.


Jekkara : z setting - zz the veil of astellar - 4.0 


Martian City


1152.


Madame Kan's : z setting - zz the veil of astellar - 4.0 


Notorious Jekkaran bar.


1153.


Stephen Vance-Jay Goat : z character - major - zz the veil of astellar - 4.0 


Spaceman, changed by his encounter in the Veil, originally from Beverly Hills, California.  Now three hundred years old.


1154.


Missy : zz the veil of astellar - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Dead woman.


1155.


Astellar : z setting - zz the veil of astellar - 4.0 


Small hidden world of space vampire aliens.


1156.


Virgie : z character - supporting - zz the veil of astellar - 3.5 


Passenger on the Queen Of Jupiter, has a baby.


1157.


Gallery : zz the veil of astellar - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Black Irish sensitive.
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Shirina : z character - supporting - zz the veil of astellar - 3.5 


Astellarian leader and recruiter of Vance. "She, and her race, had no need of clothing. Their lazy, sinuous bodies had a fleecy covering that wasn't fur or feathers or tendrils but something of all three. They had no true color. They changed according to light, in an endless spectrum of loveliness that went far beyond the range you humans know.


Now, in the dark, Shirina's aura glowed like warm pearl. I could see her face, faintly, the queer peaked triangular bones covered with skin softer than a humming-bird's breast, the dead-black, bottomless eyes, the crest of delicate antennae tipped with tiny balls of light like diamonds burning under gauze."


1159.


Brad : zz the veil of astellar - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Passenger on the Queen Of Jupiter. Partner of Virgie.


1160.


Flack : zz the veil of astellar - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Man who became an Astellarian.


1161.


Interworld Space Authority Headquarters : zz the veil of astellar - 3.0 - z organisation 


Travel administrators.


1162.


Thil : zz the veil of astellar - z food - 4.0 


Martian booze.


1163.


Desert-cactus brandy : zz the veil of astellar - 3.5 - z food 


Obviously Martian booze.


1164.


Queen Of Jupiter : zz the veil of astellar - z vehicle - 4.0 


Passenger ship.


1165.


Getak : zz the veil of astellar - z concept - 3.0 


A gambling game.


1166.


Rosson deflectors : zz the veil of astellar - z technology - 3.5 


Allow ships safer passage through the Asteroid Belt.


1167.


X-Crystals : zz the veil of astellar - z technology - 4.0 


Psi-amplifiers in the Veil.
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The Veil Of Astellar - Leigh Brackett : mars - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 11000
   Percent of complex words : 5.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.7
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.4
   Flesch : 79.6
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.8


SETTING


The Veil


A ship swallowing region.


Jekkara


Martian City


Madame Kan's


Notorious Jekkaran bar.


Astellar


Small hidden world of space vampire aliens.
   CHARACTERS


Stephen Vance-Jay Goat


Spaceman, changed by his encounter in the Veil, originally from Beverly Hills, California.  Now three hundred years old.


Missy


Dead woman.


Brad


Passenger on the Queen Of Jupiter. Partner of Virgie.


Virgie


Passenger on the Queen Of Jupiter, has a baby.


Gallery


Black Irish sensitive.


Shirina


Astellarian leader and recruiter of Vance. "She, and her race, had no need of clothing. Their lazy, sinuous bodies had a fleecy covering that wasn't fur or feathers or tendrils but something of all three. They had no true color. They changed according to light, in an endless spectrum of loveliness that went far beyond the range you humans know.


Now, in the dark, Shirina's aura glowed like warm pearl. I could see her face, faintly, the queer peaked triangular bones covered with skin softer than a humming-bird's breast, the dead-black, bottomless eyes, the crest of delicate antennae tipped with tiny balls of light like diamonds burning under gauze."


Flack


Man who became an Astellarian.


ORGANISATIONS


Interworld Space Authority Headquarters


Travel administrators.
   FOOD


Thil


Martian booze.


Desert-cactus brandy


Obviously Martian booze.
   VEHICLES


Queen Of Jupiter


Passenger ship.
   CONCEPTS


Getak


A gambling game.
   TECHNOLOGY


Rosson deflectors


Allow ships safer passage through the Asteroid Belt.


X-Crystals


Psi-amplifiers in the Veil.
   PLOT


Vance was human, once until he entered the Cloud of Astellar.  Now over 300 years old he helps lure people to Astellar so their life forces can be drained, keeping the Astellarians alive.  Doing so on Mars, he influences the liner Queen of Jupiter back to Astellar.  However, a passenger, Virgie on board has a locket belonging to his long dead lover named Missy, and bears a resemblance.  He earlier gave his name to her as J. Goat.  Indeed, a second time around as Virgie's influence on him leads him to attack the Astellarians and destroy the means to renew his own longevity.
   Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 7.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.5
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.5
   Flesch : 73.0
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.9
    : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett
   SETTING


Ptakuth : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Ancient Martian city with advanced technology that can confer immortality, so the legend goes and truth reveals.
   CHARACTERS


Terence Shane : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Earthman adventurer.
   Thaldrek of Ved : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Martian adventurer.
   Zendra Challoner : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Shunni goddess-queen leader, only half Shunni.
   Harold Challoner : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Zendra's father.  Apparently became a god and suicided, after he led a previous expedition to Ptakuth.
   PLACES


Atlantis : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Ancient legendary city on Earth.


Phobos : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Moon of Mars.
   ORGANISATIONS


Martian Archaeological Foundation : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Terry Shane's employer.
   RACES


Shunni : The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett


Martian barbarians.
   PLOT


Terry Shane is an adventurer hired by the Martian Archaeological Foundation to find Ptakuth.  He has a rival, in Indiana Jones style, and one somewhat dodgier.
   They run into Zendra Challoner and some Shunni warriors.  She is half Shunni, and her father found Ptakuth - and died, because: ""This much I can say, Shane; tell it to the men of the Martian Foundation, and let them make what good they can of it. The cyclotron fired hydrogen bullets against a screen of yttrium. Using rubidium filters, the scientists of Ptakuth generated a ray with a wonderful property; the property of making the human bloodstream radio-active with a gamma-principle. This gamma element in the blood gave a power of regeneration to the body cells, but most of all, being in itself a germ-destroying element, it made the human body immune to all disease. You can see how this would extend the life span.


"The tragedy was that the ray destroyed whatever mysterious center of the brain it is that controls sleep. Imagine, Shane; a lifetime of several centuries, with never a moment's relaxation in sleep, never a quiet time of darkness and rest. Every second of every day lived to the uttermost. Ptakuth went mad! Like Challoner, it destroyed itself, and the rest of the world said it was cursed. Ptakuth was shunned."


There's another flaw that Shane's rival Thaldrek understands.  Stand in there too long, and you die.  Shane has to keep this from happening both to Zendra, and himself.
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Ptakuth : z setting - zz the treasure of ptakuth - 4.0 


Ancient Martian city with advanced technology that can confer immortality, so the legend goes and truth reveals.


1170.


Terence Shane : z character - major - zz the treasure of ptakuth - 4.0 


Earthman adventurer.


1171.


Thaldrek of Ved : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the treasure of ptakuth 


Martian adventurer.


1172.


Zendra Challoner : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the treasure of ptakuth 


Shunni goddess-queen leader, only half Shunni.


1173.


Harold Challoner : 3.5 - zz the treasure of ptakuth - z character - minor 


Zendra's father.  Apparently became a god and suicided, after he led a previous expedition to Ptakuth.


1174.


Atlantis : z place - 3.0 - zz the treasure of ptakuth 


Ancient legendary city on Earth.


1175.


Phobos : z place - 3.0 - zz the treasure of ptakuth 


Moon of Mars.


1176.


Martian Archaeological Foundation : 3.0 - zz the treasure of ptakuth - z character - minor 


Terry Shane's employer.


1177.


Shunni : z race - zz the treasure of ptakuth - 4.0 


Martian barbarians.
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The Treasure Of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett : mars - z short story - 3.5 


Short Story


Number of words : 6000
   Percent of complex words : 7.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.5
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.5
   Flesch : 73.0
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.9


SETTING


Ptakuth


Ancient Martian city with advanced technology that can confer immortality, so the legend goes and truth reveals.
   CHARACTERS


Terence Shane


Earthman adventurer.
   Thaldrek of Ved


Martian adventurer.
   Zendra Challoner


Shunni goddess-queen leader, only half Shunni.
   Harold Challoner


Zendra's father.  Apparently became a god and suicided, after he led a previous expedition to Ptakuth.
   PLACES


Atlantis


Ancient legendary city on Earth.


Phobos


Moon of Mars.
   ORGANISATIONS


Martian Archaeological Foundation


Terry Shane's employer.
   RACES


Shunni


Martian barbarians.
   PLOT


Terry Shane is an adventurer hired by the Martian Archaeological Foundation to find Ptakuth.  He has a rival, in Indiana Jones style, and one somewhat dodgier.
   They run into Zendra Challoner and some Shunni warriors.  She is half Shunni, and her father found Ptakuth - and died, because: ""This much I can say, Shane; tell it to the men of the Martian Foundation, and let them make what good they can of it. The cyclotron fired hydrogen bullets against a screen of yttrium. Using rubidium filters, the scientists of Ptakuth generated a ray with a wonderful property; the property of making the human bloodstream radio-active with a gamma-principle. This gamma element in the blood gave a power of regeneration to the body cells, but most of all, being in itself a germ-destroying element, it made the human body immune to all disease. You can see how this would extend the life span.


"The tragedy was that the ray destroyed whatever mysterious center of the brain it is that controls sleep. Imagine, Shane; a lifetime of several centuries, with never a moment's relaxation in sleep, never a quiet time of darkness and rest. Every second of every day lived to the uttermost. Ptakuth went mad! Like Challoner, it destroyed itself, and the rest of the world said it was cursed. Ptakuth was shunned."


There's another flaw that Shane's rival Thaldrek understands.  Stand in there too long, and you die.  Shane has to keep this from happening both to Zendra, and himself.


1179.


Jekkara : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Martian City.


1180.


Madam Kan's : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Dodgy bar in Jekkara.


1181.


Old Town : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Suburb of Jekkara. Old Jekkara, with its docks of stone and marble still standing in the dry and dust-choked harbor, was old beyond any Earth conception of the world.


1182.


New Town : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Suburb of Jekkara. The New Town of Jekkara, the living town down by the canal, had been old when Ur of the Chaldees was a raw young village.


1183.


Tomb Of Rhianon : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Where Penkawr finds the sword, and Carse ends up travelling back in time.


1184.


Sark : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Ancient Martian city.


1185.


Khondor : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Ancient Martian city.


1186.


White Sea : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Where Carse is taken prisoner and made to row.


1187.


Black Banks : z setting - 3.5 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Off the White Sea.


1188.


Caer Dhu : z setting - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Dhuvian city.


1189.


Matt Carse : z character - major - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


"Archaeologist, renegade, looter of tombs."


1190.


Pankawr of Barrakesh : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Finds The Sword of Rhiannon, and wants to give it to Carse.


1191.


Rhiannon : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz sea-kings of mars 


A Quiru. "...the Cursed One, whose sinful pride had caused some mysterious catastrophe." and "...sinned by teaching too much wisdom to the Dhuvians."


1192.


Boghaz Hoi : z character - major - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


A Valkisian. "...big, fleshy and soft-looking, a Martian who wore a kilt that looked ridiculously scanty on his fat figure. His face was moonlike, creased and crinkled in a reassuring grin" 


1193.


Scyld : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz sea-kings of mars 


A Sark slaveship captain.


1194.


Lady Ywain : z character - major - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Sark princess and slaver. "She stood like a dark flame in a nimbus of sunset light. Her habit was that of a young warrior, a hauberk of black mail over a short purple tunic, with a jeweled dragon coiling on the curve of her mailed breast and a short sword at her side. Her head was bare. She wore her black hair short, cut square above the eyes and falling to her shoulders. Under dark brows her eyes had smoldering fires in them. She stood with straight long legs braced slightly apart,"


1195.


King Garach : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


Sark ruler and Yvain's father.


1196.


Callus : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


Scyld's slaveship whip man.


1197.


Jaxart : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Khond slave.


1198.


Shallah : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


A Swimmer.


1199.


Naran : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


Her mate.


1200.


Lorn : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


Slave, of the Sky Folk, wings crippled.


1201.


Rold : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Ruler of the Sea-Kings in Khondor.


1202.


Emer : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Rold's sister. A seer.


1203.


Ironbeard : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


Rold's admiral.


1204.


S'San : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


Dhuvian travelling on the Sark slave ship.


1205.


Thorn of Tarak : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


One of the Sea-Kings.


1206.


Hishah : 3.0 - z character - minor - zz sea-kings of mars 


A Dhuvian.


1207.


Thil : 3.0 - z food - zz sea-kings of mars 


Martian alcoholic drink.


1208.


Proton-gun : z weapon - 3.0 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Deadly hand weapon.


1209.


Valkis : z place - 3.0 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Martian Low-Canal City.


1210.


Barrakesh : z place - 3.0 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Martian Low-Canal City.


1211.


Kahora : z place - 3.0 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Martian city.


1212.


Phobos : z place - 3.0 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Moon of Mars.


1213.


Earth Police Control : 3.0 - z organisation - zz sea-kings of mars 


After Carse.


1214.


The Wise Ones : 3.5 - z organisation - zz sea-kings of mars 


Three Swimmer elders and judges.


1215.


The Sea-Kings : z organisation - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


An alliance to the West that opposes Sark.


1216.


Quiru : z race - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Hero-gods who were human yet superhuman, who had had all wisdom and power.


1217.


Sark : z race - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Slavers. Rule east, north and south of the White Sea.


1218.


Khond : z race - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


People of Khondor. 


1219.


Swimmers : z race - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Ancient Martian Aquatic people, Halflings.


1220.


Skyfolk : z race - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


Ancient Martian winged people, Halflings.


1221.


Dhuvians : z race - zz sea-kings of mars - 4.0 


The Serpents, Halflings.  Masters of Ancient technology.


1222.


Krypton-lamp. : z technology - 3.5 - zz sea-kings of mars 


Runs using krypton, the element.


1223.


Sea-Kings Of Mars - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - mars - z novel 


Novel


Number of words : 45000
   Percent of complex words : 6.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 9.2
   Flesch : 73.4
   Flesch-Kincaid : 7.2


 : The Sword Of Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett


SETTING
   Jekkara


Martian City.


Madam Kan's


Dodgy bar in Jekkara.


Old Town


Suburb of Jekkara. Old Jekkara, with its docks of stone and marble still standing in the dry and dust-choked harbor, was old beyond any Earth conception of the world.


New Town


Suburb of Jekkara. The New Town of Jekkara, the living town down by the canal, had been old when Ur of the Chaldees was a raw young village.


Tomb Of Rhianon


Where Penkawr finds the sword, and Carse ends up travelling back in time.


Sark


Ancient Martian city.


Khondor


Ancient Martian city.


White Sea


Where Carse is taken prisoner and made to row.


Black Banks


Off the White Sea.


Caer Dhu


Dhuvian city.


CHARACTERS


Matt Carse


"Archaeologist, renegade, looter of tombs."


Pankawr of Barrakesh


Finds The Sword of Rhiannon, and wants to give it to Carse.


Rhiannon


A Quiru. "...the Cursed One, whose sinful pride had caused some mysterious catastrophe." and "...sinned by teaching too much wisdom to the Dhuvians."


Boghaz Hoi


A Valkisian. "...big, fleshy and soft-looking, a Martian who wore a kilt that looked ridiculously scanty on his fat figure. His face was moonlike, creased and crinkled in a reassuring grin" 


Scyld


A Sark slaveship captain.


Lady Ywain


Sark princess and slaver. "She stood like a dark flame in a nimbus of sunset light. Her habit was that of a young warrior, a hauberk of black mail over a short purple tunic, with a jeweled dragon coiling on the curve of her mailed breast and a short sword at her side. Her head was bare. She wore her black hair short, cut square above the eyes and falling to her shoulders. Under dark brows her eyes had smoldering fires in them. She stood with straight long legs braced slightly apart,"


King Garach


Sark ruler and Yvain's father.


Callus


Scyld's slaveship whip man.


Jaxart


Khond slave.


Shallah


A Swimmer.


Naran


Her mate.


Lorn


Slave, of the Sky Folk, wings crippled.


Rold


Ruler of the Sea-Kings in Khondor.


Emer


Rold's sister. A seer.


Ironbeard


Rold's admiral.


S'San


Dhuvian travelling on the Sark slave ship.


Thorn of Tarak


One of the Sea-Kings.


Hishah


A Dhuvian.
   FOOD


Thil


Martian alcoholic drink.
   WEAPONS


Proton-gun


Deadly hand weapon.


The Sword of Rhiannon


Ancient Quiru blade, made by its namesake.
   PLACES


Valkis


Martian Low-Canal City.


Barrakesh


Martian Low-Canal City.


Kahora


Martian city.


Phobos


Moon of Mars.
   ORGANISATIONS


Earth Police Control


After Carse.


The Wise Ones


Three Swimmer elders and judges.


The Sea-Kings


An alliance to the West that opposes Sark.
   RACES


Quiru


Hero-gods who were human yet superhuman, who had had all wisdom and power.


Sark


Slavers. Rule east, north and south of the White Sea.


Khond


People of Khondor. 


Swimmers


Ancient Martian Aquatic people, Halflings.


Skyfolk


Ancient Martian winged people, Halflings.


Dhuvians


The Serpents, Halflings.  Masters of Ancient technology.
   TECHNOLOGY


Krypton-lamp


Runs using krypton, the element.
   PLOT


Matt Carse is a tomb raider, and stumbles across a dodgy acquaintance who has beaten him to this one and found the Tomb of Rhiannon, and the Sword within.  He wants to sell it to Carse because he will be able to flog it more easily and for a better price.  Carse takes the sword and finds the Tomb - but is sent back in time to that of Sark and the Sea-Kings.


He is taken for a Khond spy and falls in with Bolgaz the rogue, who wants the Sword, and will try and use Carse to try and save himself from Sark slavers, but no luck.  They end up manning the oars on Lady Ywain's ship, which also harbours a Dhuvian.  Carse is a wild-card in the situation, and no-one is quite sure of him as he does not fit in politically.  He engineers an uprising, and also has an 'I hate you, kiss me now' chemistry with Ywain. the warrior princess of Sark.


They head for Khondor, where the leader Rold's sister, a seer, foretells bad things because of Sark - and the influence of Rhiannon upon him does not help anyone into trusting him. It is Rhiannon's fault that the Dhuvians have Quiru technology and it is this which makes Sark impregnable. However, because of his time in the Tomb, Carse has actual contact with the mind of Rhiannon - which can speak through his body, so this is both good and bad.  It gives the Sea-Kings an opportunity to take down Sark's forcefield through Rhiannon's help, and initiation a more just society.


This accomplished, Carse realises he should go home, even though he rather likes the ancient past.  Ywain, an outcast and alive and free on sufferance asks to go with him, as she has no place left and didn't like her home anyway.  Carse agrees, and they take the time trip through the Tomb back to his Jekkara.


1224.


Introduction To I Feel Bad Killing You - Max Allan Collins : z non-fiction - introduction - 3.0 


From A Century Of Noir by Max Allan Collins and Mickey Spillane:


"Leigh Brackett (1915â��1978) finished her extraordinary career by writing the screenplay for The Empire Strikes Back. Yes, that Empire Strikes Back. She wrote a number of other screenplays as well, most notably for The Big Sleep and Rio Bravo.
   Despite her Hollywood reputation, her fine stories and novels have been somewhat overlooked. She worked in two genres essentially, science fiction and hard-boiled crime, although the Western Writers of America awarded her the Spur award for fiction in 1964. But she was magnificent in noir and science fiction. Look up such novels as No Good from a Corpse and The Tiger Among Us if you want to see a first-rate writer at the top of her talent."


1225.


The Leigh Brackett Collection - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - special collection - 0.0 


Apparently at Eastern New Mexico University :-
   Unseen.


Gene Bundy, the librarian in charge of special collections said of the holdings when I asked "There is a list, in paper only, typed in the 1980's.  It's 34 pages in length."


http://www.enmu.edu/academics/library/collections/jwsf.shtml


1226.


Leigh Brackett - Bill Pronzini : z non-fiction - introduction - 4.0 


One page introduction to her story in the Hard-Boiled anthology.


You can find it by Google Books now apparently. It is Page 348.  Search for Leigh Brackett works, too.


"Until the runaway popularity of the female private eye in recent years, few women wrote hard-boiled and noir fiction. Most women authors seem to have preferred their crimes and misdemeanors to take place in poundings more genteel than Raymond Chandler's mean streets and to be couched in less graphic and violent prose. But a few women did enter what was perceived as a "man's world" in the 1940s and 1950s, and some of them had significant careers. One was Georgia Ann Randolph Craig, who 
   (under the pseudonym Craig Rice) created Chicago lawyer John F. Malone. Other notables wear Helen Nielsen, M. V. Heberden, and Dolores Hitchens. But the woman with the most impressive body of work, whose achievements rank her as one of the top hard-boiledâ��fiction writers of all time, was Leigh Brackett.
   Brackett was an avowed admirer of Chandler and the Black Mask schooland her novel No Good from a Corpse (1944) a southern California tale featuring private detective Edmond Clive, is so Chandleresque in style and approach that it might have been written by Chandler. Indeed Brackett was one of the coauthors of the screenplay of The Big Sleep in 1940 and twenty-five years later she wrote the script for the Robert Altman-Elliot Gould film version of The Long Goodbye (1974). The Tiger Among Us and An Eye for an Eye. her two 1957 suspense novels, are also powerful noir stories set against midwsetern backdrops. Oddly 1957 was the only year in the 1950s in which Brackett published crime fiction; the balance of her output during that decade consisted of science fiction and screenplays. "So Pale. So Cold. So Fair," a gripping tale of political corruption and murder in a small Ohio town where "sin is organised, functional and realistic." first appeared in the men's magazine Argosy in July 1957. Like the best of her handful of crime shorts published in the 1940s, this story contains echoes not only of Chandler but of both Dashiell Hammett and Paul Cain. It might well have been featured in black Mask one or two decades earlierâ��a magagne in which Brackett did not appear even once.


http://books.google.com.au/books?hl=enlr=id=XJQzRX8wJagCoi=fndpg=PA335dq=leigh+brackettots=gGXOD4jhlqsig=XJJdA42NCXcBQ4jLkwkGmtIMgS0


1227.


Journeyman Plumber - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 4.0 - interstellar 


Interview largely about film work available online as part of this book :-


http://www.escholarship.org/editions/view?docId=ft0z09n7m0chunk.id=d0e1020toc.depth=1toc.id=brand=ucpress


1228.


The Long Tomorrow - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Russian cover.


Confirmation that this is correct supplied by Ilona Andrews :- http://ilona-andrews.livejournal.com/


1229.


The Veil Of Astellar - Leigh brackett : z concept - 3.0 - illegal 


Note that Ilona Andrews says that random pirate collections were just sold, and these covers come from those, up until around 2000.


Who provides the contents:


The Moon That Vanished, the Jewel of Bas, The Veil Of Asterllar, the Enchantress of venus, and Shannach the Last


http://fantlab.ru/images/editions/big/24118


1230.


A Russian Cover : z cover - 3.0 - illegal 


Another dodgy Russian cover.


1231.


The People Of the Talisman - Leigh Brackett : z cover - 3.5 - illegal 


Which has People of the Talisman, Secret of Sinharat, The Moon That Vanished, the Jewel of Bas, The Veil of Astellar, the Enchantress of Venus, Shannach the Last, The Sword of Rhianon, Martian Gladiator (probably Martian Quest (or maybe Black Amazon of Mars?) and the Dancing Girl Of of Ganymede.
   Another dodgy Russian cover.


1232.


A Russian Cover : z cover - 3.5 - illegal 


Another dodgy Russian cover.


1233.


A Russian Cover : z cover - 3.5 - illegal 


Another dodgy Russian cover


1234.


A Russian Cover : 2.5 - z cover - illegal 


Another dodgy Russian cover.


1235.


Eric John Stark - Various Various : z non-fiction - encyclopedia - 4.0 


Eric John Stark
   From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Erik John Stark is a character created by science fiction author Leigh Brackett. Stark is the hero of a series of pulp adventures set in a time when the Solar System has been colonized. His origin-story shares some characteristics with feral characters such as Mowgli and Tarzan; his adventures take place in the shared space opera planets of 1940s and 1950s science fiction.Contents [hide]
   1 Back-story
   2 Appearance
   3 Stories 
   3.1 Solar System
   3.2 Skaith
   3.3 Other
   4 See also
   5 External links


Back-story


Stark was born on Mercury. His parents were employees of the mineral extraction company Mercury Metals and Mining. After his parents died in a cave-in caused by a quake, Stark was adopted by a tribe of humanoid Mercurian aborigines. They gave him the name N'Chaka, meaning "the man without a tribe." He believed himself to be one of them, rather than a human, and endured their rigorous way of life in the Mercurian Twilight Belt, surviving by hunting rock-lizards.


Before Stark was fully grown, another group of human miners exterminated his tribe, captured Stark and imprisoned him in a cage. They would ultimately have killed him if he had not been rescued by the police official Simon Ashton, who raised Stark to adulthood.


The stories of the adult Stark are fast-paced adventures, but Brackett manages to insert more pathos than most authors. Because of his background, Stark is keenly aware of the injustices visited on the planetary "primitives" by the colonialist Earth, and tends to side with them against official bodies. At the opening of the story in which he first appears, Stark is evading a twenty-year sentence placed on him for running guns to a Venusian native group that has been resisting Terran colonizers.


Appearance


A point about Stark's physical appearance which has been studiously ignored by every one of his illustrators: like Brackett's other Mercurian characters (e.g. Jaffa Storm in The Nemesis from Terra), Stark is black-skinned. His skin is "almost as dark as his black hair" and an antagonist refers to him scornfully as a "great black ape". The darkness of Stark's skin is reiterated in Enchantress of Venus.


Illustrators, on the other hand, have universally drawn Stark as white, even sometimes blond[1]. Brackett's use of a strong, independent, and attractive black character as hero for several of her stories was very unusual for the 1940s and 50s. The artists' choice, however, to ignore her verbal description and substitute for it a generic white blond pulp hero even as late as 1982, reflects the much stronger and more common prejudice against such characters. The effect of these misleading illustrations has been such that Stark is never remembered or referred to by critics as a black character, though he is clearly described as such in the stories. His actual race is never mentioned and his skin is clearly noted as a result of his exposure to Mercury's sun in his youth. To refer to him as a black character means only his skin tone not his race. In any event, the character is much more interesting visually than usually depicted by illustrators.


That is, until Paizo's Planet Stories editions of the Stark novels, which do, indeed, have Stark as black in their cover illustrations. See http://paizo.com/store/paizo/planetStories/v5748btpy7zdr for example.


Stories


Solar System


Stark first appeared in a group of novellas published in the pulp magazine Planet Stories. These were: "Queen of the Martian Catacombs" (Summer 1949); "Enchantress of Venus" (Fall 1949), once published as "City of the Lost Ones"; and "Black Amazon of Mars" (March 1951). The first and last stories were expanded into short novels: "Queen of the Martian Catacombs" as The Secret of Sinharat and "Black Amazon of Mars" as People of the Talisman. The expanded versions were first published in 1964 as an Ace Double paperback, and again in 1982 under the title Eric John Stark: Outlaw of Mars. The internal chronology of the stories is different from the publishing order; in "Queen of the Martian Catacombs" Stark is on Mars, having fled capture on Venus; "Black Amazon of Mars" takes place soon after, but in an unexplored and barbaric area close to the north pole of Mars; and in "Enchantress of Venus", Stark has returned from Mars to Venus to look for a missing friend.


The two expanded novels have inconsistencies with their novella originals. The Secret of Sinharat is almost identical with "Queen of the Martian Catacombs" up to the point at which Stark arrives at Sinharat, but a crucial plot point is revealed earlier in the novella, and further developments diverge from (while occasionally overlapping) the storyline of "Catacombs." "Black Amazon of Mars" is largely different from People of the Talisman, though founded on a similar premise.


Skaith


Many years later Brackett returned to the character in a trilogy of books titled The Ginger Star (1974), The Hounds of Skaith (1974) and The Reavers of Skaith (1976). These stories are science fantasies set on a distant but primitive extrasolar planet, since Stark's original Solar System venue had become unacceptable to publishers. As a result, although the character's personality and origins are retained, there are few other links between the Skaith novels and the earlier Stark novellas.


Other


A final story Stark and the Star Kings (2005) places Stark into the world of her husband Edmond Hamilton's Star Kings series, making it a rare collaboration between the two.


See also
   Leigh Brackett Solar System


External links
   Eric John Stark series listing at the Internet Speculative Fiction Database
   Categories: Characters in written science fiction | Leigh Brackett | Planetary romances


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_John_Stark


1236.


SF Site Picture - Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton : z photograph - fans - 4.0 


A picture from SF-Site.


1237.


Author Photograph - Leigh Brackett : z photograph - fans - 4.0 


From an SF author Dutch picture site.


1238.


Mercury In the Fiction Of Leigh Brackett - Various Various : z non-fiction - 4.5 - encyclopedia 


Mercury in the fiction of Leigh Brackett
   From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
   The planet Mercury appears frequently as a setting for many of the stories of Leigh Brackett, and Mercury and Mercurians are frequently mentioned in other stories of the Leigh Brackett Solar System. Brackett's Mercury shares some characteristics with the astronomical Mercury, but in other respects functions as a consistent fantasy world with recurring landmarks and characteristics that reappear from story to story. Some of these fantasy characteristics are of Brackett's own invention; others reflect some of the scientific theories about Mercury that were current before the mid-1960s. Readers of this article are advised not to depend upon it for scientific or astronomical information but instead to consult the article Mercury (planet).Contents [hide]
   1 Astronomical characteristics
   2 History
   3 Mineral resources
   4 Life in the Twilight Belt
   5 Mercurian aborigines
   6 Fauna
   7 The Darkside
   8 See also
   9 References 
   9.1 Core Mercury stories
   9.2 Marginal Mercury stories
   9.3 Non-Mercury stories


Astronomical characteristics


Mercury in the Solar System stories of Leigh Brackett is the closest planet to the Sun. Its most notable characteristic is that it is tidally locked to the Sun, that is, it makes a full rotation once for each of its 88-day orbits. As a result, it keeps the same face directed towards the Sun at all times, just as the same side of the Moon always faces the Earth. The sun-facing side is known as the Sunside; the side facing away from the sun is called the Darkside.


A Mercurian sidereal day (the period of rotation) lasts about 87.97 Earth days, but since Mercury does not rotate with respect to the Sun, there is no such thing as a solar day or night in usual sense. However, although the times of rotation and revolution are identical, due to Mercury's eccentric orbit, the subsolar point varies in position by up to 20Â° east or west of the mean. An observer standing on the boundary between Sunside and Darkside at perihelion could observe the sun set below the horizon, only to rise again at aphelion, stay in the sky for 44 Earth days, and then set again at perihelion (an observer on the other side of the planet would see the opposite sequence). Observers closer to the mean antisolar point would observe a shorter day, those closer to the subsolar point would observe a longer one. As a result, there is a strip, over 500 km wide at the equator and narrowing toward the poles, where there is an 88-day long day-night cycle; this region is known as the "Twilight Belt".


Although Mercury possesses a breathable oxygen atmosphere close to its surface, most of the planet is uninhabitable, as surface temperatures on Mercury range from metal-melting temperatures in the immediate subsolar point in the center of the side of Mercury facing the Sun (the Sunside) to cold enough to liquefy oxygen on the side of Mercury facing away from the Sun (the Darkside). In the Twilight Belt, however, temperatures fluctuate between Sunside heat and Darkside cold; in a few places, there is a habitable zone where temperatures are not too extreme for life.


Mercury also has a highly eccentric orbit, which slowly slowly precesses around the Sun. Some scientists hypothesize that another planet may exist in an orbit even closer to the Sun to account for this perturbation. This hypothetical planet has been named Vulcan.


History


Nothing is known of the pre-history of Mercury before the arrival of the Terrans. There is evidence of an ancient, long-lived race of silicon-based life-forms, but their day had passed long before the Terrans came (Shannach-The Last). The only intelligent forms of life found on Mercury were small furred humanoids, who lived a Stone-Age existence among the rocks of the Twilight Belt by hunting the rock-lizard.


The Terrans who came to Mercury were primarily involved in exploiting Mercury's rich mineral resources under the auspices of various companies, such as Mercury Metals and Mining and the similarly named (if not identical) Mercurian Metals. Few of them were adequately prepared for the rigors of the life; the brutal climate of Mercury, its swings between heat and cold, its electrical storms, and its severe exposure to solar radiation caused a terrible mortality. Terro-Mercurians tend to have ebony-black skin and dark hair, by which they can generally be recognized throughout the Solar System (Shadow over Mars; Queen of the Martian Catacombs).


Mineral resources


Mercury possesses an abundance of rare and heavy metals that are rare on Earth and unknown in other parts of the Solar System, including: copper; Yttrium, used for armaments (The Demons of Darkside); pitchblende, from which Radium and Uranium can be extracted (A World is Born); and the rare radioactive crystal known as the sun-stone (Shannach â�� the Last).


Life in the Twilight Belt


The inhabited regions of the Twilight Belt are not a single area, but a honeycomb of valleys, some containing hot springs, each separated from the others by sheer volcanic cliffs, taller than Earth's Mount Everest. As the atmosphere of Mercury is extremely shallow, communication between the valleys can only occur by those possessing a breathing apparatus, as the mountain peaks reach into virtually airless space. Mercury has only one notable concentration of population, in the Trade City of Solar City (aka Sun City). Due to the strong electromagnetic field surrounding Mercury and the storms generated by the sharp twilight transition between heat and cold, the Twilight Belt is marked by powerful electric discharges. (A World is Born). The storms are worst at perihelion; the Terro-Mercurian colonists use metal pylons and copper cables to channel and collect the electric power from the charged atmosphere. Metals tend to become highly magnetized under these conditions, and normal navigational instruments are rendered useless.


Mercurian aborigines


Mercury is known to have evolved three forms of sentient life. Among these were a group of glacially-slow silicon-based life-forms that were almost extinct by the time the first settlers arrived; the crystalline life-forms of the Darkside (see below), that remained largely unknown to the settlers save as rumor; and the furry aborigines of the closed valleys of the Twilight Belt.


The furry aborigines were non-human, but humanoid, and had achieved a barely Stone Age existence before the arrival of the settlers. They were patriarchal and clannish, living by hunting rock-lizards. Male children hunted with wooden spears, and were forbidden certain quarries; when they came of age, if they were successful in the ritual of the Man's Hunt, they were awarded flint spears and became members of the community (Enchantress of Venus).


Although the aborigines had little physical power compared to the human settlers of Mercury, and many were ruthlessly massacred by the least scrupulous of the mineral exploiters, they were not to be underestimated. The aborigines inhabiting the cliff-caves of Arianrhod, near the Darkside, had developed a powerful form of telepathy, capable of discerning events across a planet; this skill was learned by the Terro-Mercurian Jaffa Storm (Shadow over Mars). They could be very friendly to humans on occasion, for instance adopting the orphaned Eric John Stark and raising him to adulthood.


Fauna


Despite the harshness of its environment, Mercury has evolved its own remarkable fauna, including:
   Rock lizards, carnivorous reptiles growing to an immense size, hunted by the Mercurian aborigines.
   Flying lizards, jet-black pterodactyl-like creatures with yellow stomachs (Shannach â�� the Last).
   Electric beasts, a form of energy-life feeding on the lightning generated in the Mercurian atmosphere, and attracted to metal (A World is Born).
   Mercurian cave-cats or cave-tigers, twenty feet long with four pale eyes, eight legs and a tail armed with bone barbs (The Halfling).
   Mercurian hunting bats, metallic purple and green in color, with wings and fangs. They are attracted to salt, and their bodies are sheathed in silicate scales (similar to glass) that protect them from the lightning (Cube from Space).


The Darkside


The cold and airless Darkside of Mercury is little known, as only a few travellers have entered that region and survived. Currents generated by Mercury's passage through the Sun's electromagnetic field prevent radio communication and would damage the instruments of any rocket that attempted to land there. Furthermore, for some time, those who returned were afflicted by a morbid psychosis that was fancifully attributed to "demons". This was eventually traced to a form of intelligent life inhabiting a crystalline matrix and possessing the power to affect mind-waves. These life-forms have since become quiescent and no longer pose a hazard (The Demons of Darkside).
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Astronomical characteristics


In Brackett's Solar System, Venus is the second planet from the Sun. It is very similar in size and composition to the Earth, and is even wetter and possesses a richer biosphere.


Venus circles the Sun in a Venusian year of 224.7 Earth-days. The day of Brackett's Venus is longer than Earth's (The Moon That Vanished) but the length is unspecified; it is clear, however, that Venus is not tidally locked to the Sun and undergoes a regular day-night cycle. The axial tilt of Venus is likely small, as there appears to be little in the way of seasonal variation.


Physical characteristics


Atmosphere


Venus possesses a very dense, oxygen-rich, water-saturated atmosphere. This produces a dense cloud-layer around the planet, which prevents direct observation of the surface from above the cloud tops. From the surface, the stars are never visible, and the sun only indirectly so. Venus' atmosphere is highly charged, and the magnetic interference makes navigation difficult.


Geography


Most of Venus is very low-lying, shallow seas and swamps just below or near sea level. The mountain and plateau country -- the only parts of Venus inhabitable by Terrans, and preferred by the native Venusian humans -- is rare and extremely valuable. Some of the highlands reach high enough to penetrate the cloud layer and receive some direct sunlight.


The inhabited southern hemisphere is dominated by the Sea of Morning Opals, one of Venus' deeper seas. Towards the north this sea narrows to the strait called the "Dragon's Throat", beyond which lie the Upper Seas which lie along the equator. The Upper Seas are landlocked, very shallow and filled with dangerous reefs. Somewhere in the Upper Seas lies the fabulous and forbidden Moonfire (The Moon that Vanished).


The continental areas are for the most part low-lying swamp, brackish near the coasts, but also discharging fresh water into the littoral zones. These swamps have been in place for hundreds of millions of years, and the vegetation beneath them has compacted to form thick deposits of coal, which can be mined.


Venus' main continent is divided by the range called the Mountains of White Cloud. These mountains form a formidable barrier; air travel across them is considered impossible, due to their great (literally stratospheric) height and the local magnetic anomalies near them that render instrumental flying impossible (Lorelei of the Red Mist). Travel across these mountains by land is extraordinarily dangerous. The far side of the mountains is little known; the only securely recognized landmark in transmontane Venus is the Red Sea, a huge lake filled with a red gas. The gas is heavy enough not to diffuse into the atmosphere, and buoyant enough to float watercraft or to swim in; but it is mixed with oxygen, and can be inhaled without immediate ill effect, though prolonged exposure is discouraged.


The area around the Red Sea is barbarous and dangerous, dominated by thieves and pirates who infest such strongholds as Shuruun, Falga and Crom Dhu (Enchantress of Venus, Lorelei of the Red Mist).


History of Venus


Prehistory


No Venusian people ever developed its own system of writing, so little or nothing is known about the history of Venus before the coming of the Terrans. The Venusian humans, closely akin to Earth humans and unlike the mainly reptilian denizens of the rest of Venus, evidently were transplanted to Venus from outside, though by what agency remains unknown. They have no recollection in their traditions of a time before they arrived on Venus.


The myths of the Venusian humans do, however, recall the impact of fragments of Venus' former moon on the surface of the planet. If this could be dated precisely, it would provide a lower limit for the arrival of humans on Venus; however, the sites of the impacts are either unknown or unapproachable due to high levels of residual radioactivity.


Terran invasions


The initial Terran presence on Venus involved far more violence than the comparable presence on Mars. The Martians continued the traditions of an ancient civilization, and the Terrans could at least pretend to deal with them from a position of equality; but the natives Venusians appeared, from the Terran point of view, to be no more than savages. Terran attempts to obtain a foothold on Venus were met with brutal Venusian violence and even more ruthless reprisals. Although the Venusians could not match the Terran level of technology, their superior knowledge of Venus' terrain and its exotic biology often gave them an edge in conflicts with the Terrans.


Interplanetary Wars


Venus was for some time under the control of the powerful Terra-Venusian coalition, in which the Terrans were the dominant partner, and the exploitation of Venusian resources was carried out quickly despite the objections of Venusian natives.


Venusian independence brought Venus into a wider world of interplanetary conflict. In a war with Earth, Venus bombarded Earth from space, but failed to complete its secret weapon: an army of radio-telepathically controlled zombies (No Man's Land in Space).


Venus also sided with the other Triangle Worlds against the Jovians, but found itself in conflict with both Jupiter and Mars in a later war over territory in the Asteroid Belt. Venus' Trade City of Vhia was bombarded from space; this bombardment was initially believed to be the work of the Jovians, but turned out to be a Martian ploy to aggravate Venusian-Jovian tensions to the point of no return (Interplanetary Reporter).


Biology


Venus' plentiful water and oxygen combined with tropic heat make it a very favorable site for the growth of life. Venus boasts the densest and most diverse array of biota in the Solar System. Only a few of Venus' millions of species can be described below.


Fauna


Despite Venus' diversity, Venusian fauna has, for the most part, not yet evolved beyond the reptilian stage. Most of the native higher fauna are scaly predators, carnivorous or omnivorous. Insect life is even more common.
   Bird-lizards - flying gray-green reptiles with feathery wings. These creatures grow large enough to carry a fully-grown human as a mount, and are used in war by the Venusian barbarian tribes (The Dragon-Queen of Venus).
   Golden hounds â�� aquatic creatures inhabiting the gaseous Red Sea. They are quadrupeds of a pale golden, phosphorescent color, with large, jewel-like eyes. They move through the thick gas with the thrust of their flat tails, and are guided by wing-like membranes along their flanks. They can be trained to act like hunting or herding dogs (Lorelei of the Red Mist).
   Green snakes - most of the mass of these creatures, normally about 3m in length, is made up of water. They change size relative to the amount of water available, however, and if artificially deprived of water can shrink to a decimeter or less in length. If they obtain a new water source they can quickly return to their full length They are blood-feeders and inject a venom that causes a temporary insanity in their victims. (The Dragon-Queen of Venus.)
   Guardians of the Upper Seas â�� Aquatic carnivorous scale-backed reptiles of monstrous size, capable of destroying a ship and devouring the crew. No Guardian has ever been seen in its entirety (The Moon that Vanished).
   Leshen (swamp-dragons) â�� these swamp-dwelling carnivores are nocturnal hunters. They are hunted and their skins made into a kind of leather (The Citadel of Lost Ships, The Vanishing Venusians).
   Scarlet beetles â�� these large, crawling beetles are scavengers and flesh-eaters; a colony of them can strip the flesh from a body, living or dead, in less than a minute, leaving nothing but bones (The Dragon-Queen of Venus).
   Reptilians â�� sea-dwelling reptiles who live among the seaweed, and feed upon sea-dragon eggs (The Moon that Vanished).
   Sea-dragons â�� small flying reptiles, with bright jewel-like scales and red eyes. They fly inland, but lay their eggs in masses of weed out on the open seas. They can be made pets, but never become truly domesticated. (The Moon that Vanished, The Vanishing Venusians, Terror Out of Space.)
   Swamp-rhinos â�� a poorly known animal, which bears horns used for ornament by the Venusian barbarians (The Dragon-Queen of Venus).
   War-dogs â�� these reptiles actually resemble miniature carnosaurs, being bipedal with grasping hands. They take their name from being used as attack beasts by the barbarian tribes, who attach bone spikes to their tails as an additional weapon (The Dragon-Queen of Venus).


Flora


In addition to normal sessile plant life, Venus possesses a highly evolved group of motile plants, or "planimals" (colloquially "plannies"), some of which have attained a degree of intelligence.
   Planimals 
   Kelp-beasts are among the most dangerous planimals, living in the depths of the Venusian oceans but periodically raiding the shallower seas for food. They are agile swimmers, with a body plan something between a ray and a squid; they have dark red-brown bulb-like bodies, with leafy ray-fins, a fishtail-like flange at the rear for steering, and stinging tentacles (Terror Out of Space).
   Plant-men live in the shallow seas, near ruined cities. They are 3 to 4 feet tall. They have pixie-like faces, large round golden eyes with brown pupils, webs for swimming on their hands and feet, but with the main swimming locomotion provided by a long, fluttering membrane between the arms and legs. They also have multicolored petal-like growths on their heads. Their color ranges from blue-grey to warm green, depending upon emotion. They begin life as plants rooted in the shallow sea-sand, but as they grow they unroot and learn to swim (Terror Out of Space).
   Swimmers live in the freshwater streams of highland caverns. They are also humanoid, with a golden phosphorescent color. Their eyes are lidless and black. When young hey have multiple growths capable of their own movement around their faces, resembling the petals of a dandelion; as they age, these turn into flat, coiled, fungus-like growths. Their thorn-like claws carry a toxin (The Vanishing Venusians).
   Forest people live on the highlands. They have a pale, translucent greenish skin, blue eyes and short curly petal=hair of various colors such as deep blue, scarlet and white. They are intelligent and possess telepathic and telekinetic powers but have little in the way of cultural attainments, with no clothes, buildings, or rituals (The Vanishing Venusians).
   Other plants
   liha-trees


Anthropology and Ethnology


Venusian humans


The highlands of Venus are dominated by humans, genetically close to Earth humans and capable of interbreeding with them -- and so, presumably, sharing the same origin, though the exact relationship is uncertain. Due to the filtering of the sun through the thick clouds, little ultraviolet reaches the surface, and there is no need for high levels of protective melanin. Venusians are accordingly very pale, with hair ranging in color from blond to white.


Venusian humanoids
   Nahali


The Nahali are intelligent reptilian humanoids who inhabit the Venusian Deep Swamps. They are tall (averaging about 2m), have bright red eyes, and are covered in greenish iridescent scales. Their bodies also carry a powerful electric charge, which makes them dangerous to touch. Although their general anatomy resembles the human, their faces are very different, having no noses and triangular mouths. They are capable of breathing under water, since their skin cells extract oxygen directly from the water. They are dependent, however, upon a high degree of atmospheric humidity, which keeps them bound to the swamps except during the rainy season. (The Stellar Legion)
   Kraylens


The Kraylens are closer to human than the Nahali, with bluish-white skin, opalescent eyes, broad cheeks and pointed chins. Their most notable mark is the featherlike crest that extends from the brow ridges, across the top of the head, and down the spine to the waist. The Kraylens live on the swamp-edges and practice a form of agriculture. (The Citadel of Lost Ships)
   Lohari


Not much is known about this rare reptilian species; they live in the Lohari swamps, have four arms each, and crawl like serpents. (The Citadel of Lost Ships)
   Sea-folk


These are an amphibious people living in or around the gaseous Red Sea, beyond the Mountains of White Cloud. Descended from a fish-like ancestor, they have pale white skin, with a hint of scales, but their hair, lips, eyes, and nipples are light green or aquamarine. They divided into two peoples, one land-dwelling and one sea-dwelling; the sea-dwellers are more like their piscine ancestors, having webbed hands and feet and visible gill slits. (Lorelei of the Red Mist)


Government


Venus' moon


The belief that Venus once had a moon that vanished at some point in the distant past is common among the peoples and tribes of Venus. The religion known as the "Mysteries of the Moon" is centered upon a story of this lost moon. According to the myth, the god of this moon was the ruler of all the other gods, but because of their jealousy they destroyed his palace and killed him. His body fell from the skies onto the surface of Venus, where, unable to truly die, it sleeps and breathes. The shining cloud that surrounds his body is known as the Moonfire, and those who attempt to penetrate it to gain godhead from the sleeping god will be cursed by all the gods of Venus. The priests who call themselves the Children of the Moon will seek vengeance upon anyone who seeks to invade the Moonfire, but anyone who goes and successfully returns is sacrosanct.


The reality behind the myth is disputed, but may reflect the impaction of a portion of a small, unstable orbiting body upon the surface of Venus, leaving there a powerful radioactive source with strange effects upon the human mind.
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As in real life, in Brackett's Solar System Jupiter is a massive, heavy-gravity world swathed in a cloak of poisonous gases, uninhabited as far as anyone knows.Contents [hide]
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History
   Even after Terra had sent spaceships to Venus and Mars, it took many years before a manned expedition was sent to Jupiter; concerns involved not only distance, time, and energy, but also the dangers of crossing the Asteroid Belt in the time before effective anti-impact deflectors were built. The impenetrable area around Jupiter was then known as the "Jovian Gulf" (Cube from Space). The first manned expedition to Jupiter was launched from Mars, and included Stephen Vance. Even after this expedition, however, travel to Jupiter was very difficult; crossing the Asteroid Belt was dangerous, and several ships disappeared in the mysterious "Veil", which was a menace for three hundred years. It was not until the invention of the Rosson deflector and the disappearance of the Veil that it was possible for large numbers of people to travel to Jupiter safely (The Veil of Astellar).


For a long time, the human settlements on the Jovian moons were mere colonial outposts, in conflict with the natives of Jupiter's moons and dependent upon the Inner Worlds for supplies. Abortive attempts were made to organize the colonies from an early date, such as the Brotherhood of the Little Worlds (really a criminal enterprise masquerading as a political movement) of Arrod of Callisto (Queen of the Martian Catacombs/The Secret of Sinharat); there were also native uprisings, such as the one led by the Mercurian Eric John Stark (Enchantress of Venus). But it was not until the much later influx of settlers that Jupiter acquired its own identity and nationhood.


This new unity was powerfully expressed in the Jovian war, fought against all of the Triangle Worlds, in which the Jovians had the advantage due to their possession of Jovium, an isotope capable of disintegrating metal (Outpost on Io).


Jupiter obtained control of a considerable number of asteroids (the "Jovian Mandate"), including three of the most water-rich planetoids, as well as a forward base on Ceres. Conflicts over this territory led to a brief war with Venus (Interplanetary Reporter).


Natural satellites


Jupiter's 4 largest moons: from top to bottom, Io, Europa, Ganymede, Callisto.


When Brackett's stories were written, Jupiter was known to have twelve moons orbiting it. The four largest of these are Io (Jupiter I), Europa (Jupiter II), Ganymede (Jupiter III), and Callisto (Jupiter IV). They are among the largest moons in the solar system, and only these four are permanently inhabited. Several other moons orbit Jupiter, but none play a significant role in the stories.


Although the diminished heat of the Sun at Jupiter's distance would be expected to leave the moons cold and frozen, Jupiter's gravity causes tidal heating of the three moons' cores, causing internal heating and vulcanism.


Io (Jupiter I)
   Io is the innermost and third largest of the four Galilean moons of Jupiter.


Other than a small amount found on Jupiter XI, Io is the only source of Jovium, a radioactive isotope that can trigger a progressive breakdown in metallic atoms. Jovium is extracted from certain blue-green "muds" found on the surface of Io, which also have the property of crystallizing carbon wherever they come into contact with itâ��including living flesh. It was used as a weapon in the Jovian War, but production of Jovium abruptly halted after the explosive destruction of the Jovians' primary extraction plant.


Due to the instability of its surface, Io is uninhabited by intelligent beings other than military personnel and others involved in mineral extraction. The only significant animal indigenous to Io is the indescribable quag.


Europa (Jupiter II)
   Europa is a moon of the planet Jupiter. It is the fourth largest by diameter and mass of Jupiter's satellites. It is the smallest of the four Galilean moons.


Europa is home to a number of species, including two intelligent ones, the Europan birdmen and the tentacled Europans.
   The tentacled Europans stand approximately eight feet tall. They move about on four "rubbery" legs, which support a body with smooth black skin. Their tentacles are manipulative and sensory appendages that sprout in a crown from the top of their body. Being extremely strong, they are often used as soldiers, though they have a propensity to motion sickness (Outpost on Io).
   The Europan birdmen are basically humanoid, but with small, wiry bodies and wings spanning twenty feet. They are light enough to be capable of flight both on Europa and on Earth (The Halfling).


Ganymede (Jupiter III)
   Ganymede is Jupiter's largest moon, and indeed the largest moon in the entire solar system; it is larger in diameter than Mercury but only about half its mass.


Ganymede is one of Jovian moons most hospitable to life. Its internal heat raises its temperature higher than would be expected from solar radiation, while interactions between its ocean, volcanoes and biosphere have produced an oxygen-rich atmosphere, though one that also has a high sulfur content.


Callisto (Jupiter IV)
   Callisto is a moon of the planet Jupiter. It is the third-largest moon in the solar system, and the second largest satellite of Jupiter, about the same size as the planet Mercury.


Callisto possesses two quite distinct intelligent species. One type is humanoid, though smaller and thinner than humans, and with four arms. These Callistans have scarlet eyes, white fur, and scarlet feather-like antennae atop their heads. They possess psionic abilities that they can project through the music of specially designed instruments (The Citadel of Lost Ships).


The other intelligent species, the cat-men, descend from a feline ancestor. In shape they closely resemble humans, and except for their tails, clawed feet, and a mane of fur across their shoulders and down their backs to the tail could pass for human. They are, however, forbidden to mix with humans and will retaliate against any member of their species who does so. Their most significant weakness is the propensity to become addicted to coffee (The Halfling).
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Physical characteristics


Mars has only a quarter the surface area of the Earth and only one-tenth the mass, though its surface area is approximately equal to that of the Earth's dry land because Mars no longer possesses oceans. The solar day on Mars is very close to Earth's day: 24 hours, 39 minutes, and 35.244 seconds.


Atmosphere


The atmosphere of Mars is thinner than that of Earth or Venus, comparable to the high plateaus of the Andes or Himalayas on earth, but is oxygen-rich and presents few difficulties to offworlders after a period of acclimatization.


Image of Mars showing northern Drylands (ochre) and southern dry ocean basins (dark).


Geography


Topography


The dichotomy of Martian topography is telescopically observable from a great distance: pale northern plains (or "drylands") covered with reddish sands contrast with the darker southern lowlands. The north represents Mars' ancient continents, while the equatorial and southern dark patches are the dry sea-beds of ancient oceans.


Canals


The disappearance of Mars' ancient surface water has governed the history of Mars; there is too little water on Mars to support thick clusters of population or abundant life on the surface. Martian civilization was only maintained in existence by the construction of numerous canals by means of a now-forgotten technology. The canals act as aqueducts, carrying meltwater from the polar ice-caps to the temperate and equatorial regions of Mars. In the southern hemisphere, the canals preserve the remnant waters of the ancient Martian seas, and serve to connect the remnants of Mars' former harbor cities; these canals are collectively known as the Low Canals.


For further information on the hypothetical linear structures believed by some astronomers to exist on Mars before 1964, see Martian canals.


Mars with polar ice caps visible.


Political Geography


Although to the casual visitor to spaceports such as Kahora and Jekkara Port, Mars may seem little different from the modern urban life of Earth or Venus, beyond the big cities the life of Mars proceeds much as it has for thousands of years, based upon the ancient units of canal town and desert tribe.


The Martian Planetary Government, unlike the World Government of Terra, is a federal government whose primary units are the Martian City-States, represented in the Council of City-States. These States are largely self-governed and admit little interference in their internal affairs. The states are mostly clustered in the moister lowlands of equatorial and southern Mars, although some (the Polar Cities) are grouped in the areas close to the northern polar ice cap. The following are only some of the more prominent City-States:
   Karappa
   Kathuun
   Kushat (polar)
   Narrissan
   Ruh
   Tarak
   Varl


Low-Canal Cities


The Low-Canal cities, Barrakesh, Jekkara, and Valkis, are a group apart, in history and culture.


Barrakesh


Jekkara


Jekkara was formerly a port city and a prominent kingdom in ancient Mars. It stood on the eastern shores of the White Sea, below a range of hills immediately to its east. These hills were chosen by the ancient Quiru as the site of the tomb in which their errant compatriot, Rhiannon, was imprisoned. Thousands of years later it came under the control of the Dhuvian-supported empire of Sark, before that kingdom suddenly collapsed.


This original city of Jekkara is no longer inhabited, and is known as the "Old Town"; its lighthouse and stone and marble quays are still visible above the old waterline. As the White Sea retreated, during the 17th Dynasty of the Khalide kings (c. 16,000-14,000 ybp) Jekkara's position as a maritime power dwindled. The Khalide palace atop the cliffs that formerly lined the sea-basin (now desert) still exists, though in ruin.


The "New Town" is the still living part of Jekkara. Its center is the great square that fronts the Jekkaran Low-canal which runs, roughly north-to-south, immediately to the west of the town, by the old bridge across the canal. Jekkara's businesses are chiefly drinking, gambling, and other vices; for a long time, however, non-Martians were prohibited entry into the town, and travellers are still advised to be cautious in its back-blocks.


Jekkara also retains some quaint but little-known customs, such as the propitiatory rites to the chthonic 'Dark Lord' said to dwell in a cave in the hills above Jekkara. These have been reported to involve human sacrifice, but experts currently believe it to be a harmless, vestigial ritual, whatever its origins may have been.


Modern Jekkara is known for its pit mining, and its wealth has given it a modern spaceport (Jekkara Port), two miles from New Town. The best known of Jekkara's many entertainment establishments is Madam Kan's, boasting beautiful dancing girls, exquisitely prepared thil liquor or desert-cactus brandy, and gambling at getak.


Valkis


Travelling south along Jekkara's Low-canal brings you to the city of Valkis, at an intersection with another canal and the cliffs that formerly lined the sea bottom. Valkis is even more archaic and conservative than Jekkara, and consequently more dangerous.


Valkis stood on a gentler slope than Jekkara's cliffs, and in consequence one can see no fewer than five different Valkises, each built below the others as the sea retreated. As in Jekkara, the highest city contains the ancient royal palace.


The hills back of Valkis are home to Shunni nomads, who cooperate with the Valkisians on certain matters.


Valkis was formerly the center of the addictive vice of shanga, the going-back, a technology inducing euphoria as part of a temporary evolutionary regression. This practice was for a while very popular among Terrans, and brought a great deal of money, some of which was used to partially restore Valkis' ruins. It was found that in some cases the regression might be more than temporary, and could go well beyond merely primitive humanity. After it was discovered that the Lady Fand of Valkis was abusing shanga to brutalize and degrade Earth humans, whose presence was resented, it was outlawed; however, in some disreputable quarters of Valkis a modified form of it has remained available (The Beast-Jewel of Mars, Queen of the Martian Catacombs).


Under a later lord, Delgaun, Valkis was the center of a plot to use the Dryland nomads of Kesh and Shun to attack the border City-States, to the profit of Valkis. The failure of the plot, involving the death of both Delgaun and Kynon of Shun, destroyed Valkis' chance to lead Mars (Queen of the Martian Catacombs). Valkisian hostility to Terrans remained, and it was a center of the Pan-Martian faction.


Kahora


The Trade City of Kahora is a Terran foundation, and now serves as the administrative capital for the Martian Planetary Government (MPG). It thus does not count as a City-State, though it is one of the most populous and busy places on the planet.


Drylands


The stretches of uncultivated land between the canals and City-States belong to the Martian Dryland nomads, who are grouped into two large and frequently antagonistic tribes, the nations of Kesh and Shun. There are a few other nomadic bands, such as the Norland tribe of Mekh, who do not belong to these two tribes.


History


Oceanic Mars


The present desiccated state of Mars is historically abnormal, and represents the outcome of a long period of drought beginning perhaps 20,000 years ago. Before that, Mars -- as testified to by numerous physical and historical evidences -- was an oceanic world similar to Earth.


The earliest known inhabitants of Mars were the Quiru. Their exact date is unknown: conventional dates such as "one million years ago" are at best approximate and are probably exaggerated. The ancestry of the Quiru is unknown, though they seem to have been human in form. They possessed a high technology of which little survives; but they remained in the memories of the Martians as a race of gods. Prior to all recorded history they vanished from Mars. The only name of the Quiru that is remembered, however, is that of Rhiannon, a renegade who was punished for sharing the technology of the Quiru with other, less developed Martian races, most notably the reptilian Dhuvians.


Thousands of years later, those same Dhuvians were able to create a short-lived empire around the White Sea of Mars, which included such later significant cities as Valkis and Barrakesh. They did this through manipulating the nearby human kingdom of Sark; their opponents were driven back to such refuges as Khondor, ruled by the Sea-kings. The Khonds and their allies, the halfling Swimmers and Sky Folk, were ultimately able to defeat Sark and liberate her vassal cities; the Dhuvian city of Caer Dhu was destroyed (Sea-kings of Mars).


About the same time the city of Shandakor was flourishing. Shandakor was the home of another non-human race, and possessed an advanced technology similar, though not quite as advanced, as that of the Quiru, which they shared to a judicious extent with their human neighbors. Their self-imposed isolation from the humans, some of whom they used as slaves, earned them the enmity of other humans; and though the people of Shandakor lived to see the Terran presence on Mars, their city -- already depopulated and dilapidated -- tragically fell when the neighboring nomad tribes cut their water supply (The Last Days of Shandakor).


The Thinkers, who lived in domed cities near the polar cap, were another non-human race of the time of the Sea-kings. They are thought to have withdrawn from the rest of Mars at about the time that humans became numerous, although they intervened from time to time in moments of crisis, such as the Inter-hemispheric War of 62,007 (n.b., the synchrony of this dating system with Earth reckonings is uncertain). This may have been the same war in which Sark was overthrown, although in other accounts of it the Thinkers are not mentioned (Shadow Over Mars).


Another technologically advanced race were the human Prira Cen, who lived about 40,000 years ago. They were overthrown by a nomadic people of raiders whom they had helped civilize about 400 years earlier; these people founded the empire of the Seven Kingdoms, encompassing about half of the land surface of Mars, seated at Rhiannon, an island group in the Sea of Kesh, later known as the "Lost Islands". It is uncertain if there is any connection between the islands of Rhiannon and Rhiannon of the Quiru (The Sorcerer of Rhiannon).


A more malign influence on Martian history were the Ramas, or "Immortals" of the island city of Sinharat, who developed or inherited a technology that allowed minds to be exchanged between bodies; by placing their minds into younger bodies when they became old, they acquired a sort of immortality, at the cost of thousands of lives (Queen of the Martian Catacombs/The Secret of Sinharat).


The causes of the long drought that desiccated Mars are not fully known; they may have had something to do with a temporary expansion of the ice cap that occurred about that time (Black Amazon of Mars). The Ramas, attempting to preserve the civilization of nearby Kharif (from which they had stolen most of their bodies), provided resources and technologies which gave them access to desalinated water. For a while Kharif flourished, but as the overall desiccation of Mars could not be halted, the end result was to create a greater population to eventually die of thirst. The remnant peoples of Kharif eventually adapted to living in a hostile, dry climate, and their descendants are the Dryland tribes of Kesh and Shun (The Road to Sinharat).


The long-term remedy for the drying-up of Mars was found in the construction of the canal system, which brought water from the polar caps to the equator, and channeled what remained of the original sea water. Access to the water of the northern polar cap, at this time greatly extended, was achieved by the Martian hero Ban Cruach. According to some legends he defeated a group of psychrophilic non-humans who had used artificial means to drain the planet's heat, and made polar melt-water available for the canals (Black Amazon of Mars).


The technology used to create the canal system has long since been lost, but the Martians who live by the canals regard keeping them clear as a traditional obligation (Mars Minus Bisha, The Road to Sinharat).


The Coming of the Terrans


Until the later 20th century, it was widely believed that Mars was a lifeless, barren desert; astronomers such as Giovanni Schiaparelli and Percival Lowell who claimed to have telescopically detected Martian life were generally disregarded. It took direct contact with Mars and its civilized peoples to vindicate their observations. Terran exploration of Mars rapidly followed the initial contacts, and the Trade City of Kahora was founded under the "Umbrella Treaty" with the Federation of Martian City-States in 1981 (Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon).


Terran influence spread slowly from Kahora, starting with spaceship crews and less savory types, thieves and mercenaries who embroiled themselves in the last-gasp wars of the older civilizations. Later they were joined by others with scientific interests: physicians, anthropologists, archaeologists, trying to make sense of the history of Mars and of its peoples. Within a few centuries, however, Terrans could be seen all over Mars.


Martian Rebellions


The Terran presence was strongly resented by the more tradition-minded Martians. On three occasions in the early years after the coming of the Terrans, pan-Martian coalitions joining the Dryland tribes to the Low-canal towns attempted to beat back Terran culture and political dominance.


The first rebellion was that of Kynon of Shun, who together with Delgaun of Valkis and a number of criminal leaders from across the System sought to make an attack on the Dryland Border States. The rebellion fizzled when it became apparent that Kynon was in fact the tool of a conspiracy with quite different motives (Queen of the Martian Catacombs/The Secret of Sinharat).


The second rebellion was in opposition to a Terran-inspired scheme to replace Mars' traditional canal technology with a new technology intended to water large areas of the Drylands. The rebellion came to an end when the government abandoned the project (The Road to Sinharat).


The third rebellion for the first time combined Martian traditionalists ("pan-Martians") with Martian moderates and Terran transplants ("Unionists"), largely in response to the policies of Ed Fallon's Terran Exploitations Company, a mineral-extraction venture based in the city-state of Ruh which was very powerful. The rebellion was successful in terms of toppling the leadership of the T.E.C. and leading to a new Unionist planetary government under Hugh St. John; however, the traditionalist project of bringing to power the heir of an ancient line of Martian kings failed (Shadow Over Mars/The Nemesis from Terra).


The Interplanetary Wars


Mars played a significant role in each of the three major interplanetary wars. In each of them, its primary concern was protecting its access to offworld water.


In the Earth-Venus war, Mars maintained neutrality, though it was careful to keep good relations with Venus as most of its water was obtained from that planet (No Man's Land in Space). In the Jovian War, when the inhabitants of the satellites of Jupiter attacked the Triangle Worlds, Mars fought alongside Earth and Venus (Outpost on Io).


Mars' role in the Interplanetary War of the 26th century was less creditable. Emerging from its own World War in 2504, Mars attempted to reclaim large areas of the Drylands for farming -- an operation that was extremely water-intensive. To break Venus' monopoly on shipping water to Mars, the Martians sought to obtain water-rich asteroids controlled by Jupiter. With the outbreak of war between Venus and Jupiter, Mars sought to aggravate the war and improve its own position with regard to the warring parties by bombing Venus' Trade City of Vhia under the guise of a Jovian attack. Mars' role in the bombing was, however, detected by representatives of Interplanetary Press (Interplanetary Reporter).


Anthropology and Ethnology


Human Martians


The majority of native Martians are 'humans', not of proximate Terran stock, but (despite differences in color and build) genetically compatible with Terran humans. The historical nature of the connection remains uncertain, but the presumption is that at some point in the past an ancestral human stock had "seeded" many of the worlds of the Solar System (The Secret of Sinharat).


Ancient Races


Some of the ancient human races of Mars have disappeared, leaving only memory and legend behind them, though rumors of their survival have occasionally surfaced.


The Quiru were perhaps the earliest known group of human Martians, possessed of a technology and knowledge so advanced that they were regarded as gods. The best known of the Quiru was Rhiannon, who taught some of the Quiru technology to the reptilians of Caer Dhu, and was therefore cast out and reviled as a diabolical figure (Sea-Kings of Mars/The Sword of Rhiannon).


The Prira Cen were a wise and technologically advanced race, distinguished from the other humans of Mars by their golden eyes and blue hair. They were destroyed 40,000 years ago by the Sorcerers of the Lost Islands of Rhiannon (The Sorcerer of Rhiannon).


The Ramas were the rulers of the island city-state of Sinharat, who possessed a technology that allowed them to live on in the body of another person -- at the cost of that person's life (Queen of the Martian Catacombs/The Secret of Sinharat, The Road to Sinharat).


Modern Races


Perhaps the best preserved, and certainly the most distinctive, of the ancient cultures on Mars is that of the Dryland barbarians, who are for the most part divided into the two tribes of Kesh and Shun.


The Drylanders are adept at forcing a living out of the brutally extreme climate of the desert, dryer than the Sahara on earth. They can survive desert crossings that would kill a Terran, or even a Martian of the City-States or Low-canals.


The Keshi warriors wear their tawny hair long, braided up in a kind of crown by thin metal chains. Both Keshi men and women can become warriors. Their dark brown faces are tanned to the appearance of hard wood or metal by the harsh sun, far away but barely filtered by the thin atmosphere. Their eyes are amber-yellow or blue. Their usual garment is a kilt ornamented with metal bosses.


The Shunni wear bright kilts and leather harness. Their weapons are barbed spears and knives. Their skin is olive-brown and their hair olive-purple. They live in hill-caves wherever there is an available water source.


Halflings


Mars has possessed an unusual number of very variable non-human or semi-human (halfling) species, intelligent but alien and genetically dissimilar to the humans (Martian or Terran). Some of these are extinct, but others can be found in out-of-the-way corners of Mars.


The Swimmers were an aquatic halfling race, gifted with telepathy, living in the ancient Martian seas. They did not survive the drying up of the ocean beds and are now extinct (Sea-Kings of Mars/The Sword of Rhiannon).


The Sky Folk were a winged halfling species living on islands in the sea. Originally of fully human size, their descendants on present-day Mars have dwindled to only four feet tall, and are only found in such former island fortresses as Caer Hebra (Sea-Kings of Mars/The Sword of Rhiannon, Shadow over Mars/The Nemesis from Terra).


The Dhuvians were a reptilian species that long possessed an advanced technological equipment even when the rest of Mars was limited to early Iron Age technology. Their efforts to establish an empire over the other Martian races failed, and they vanished thousands of years ago -- though it is possible that some of the vaguely reptilian races, such as the people of Shandakor, might have some connection with them (Sea-Kings of Mars/The Sword of Rhiannon).


The Thinkers were a humanoid species who lived in cities near the northern polar ice-cap. They intervened from time to time in the affairs of Mars, notably during the era of the Sea-Kings, but eventually retreated to a realm of pure thought, leaving their useless bodies behind (Shadow over Mars/The Nemesis from Terra).


The Anthropoids, or ape-men, are a sub-human, semi-intelligent race of apelike beings that roam the sea-bottoms of Mars. Whether they are an offshoot from the same root as the human Martians, or a degenerate human sub-group is uncertain. The Terran Exploitations Company employed them as trackers, kidnappers and killers (Shadow over Mars/The Nemesis from Terra).


The People of Shandakor were a tall, golden-skinned humanoid species, with black eyes, a silver crest of wiry fibres on the scalp, similar silvery tufts on their pointed ears, and traces of scales, perhaps pointing to a reptilian ancestor. They restricted themselves to the single city of Shandakor, but their technological skills, to the degree that they agreed to share them, had a great influence on the rest of Martian civilization. Shandakor in its heyday was a great trading center visited by halflings (Swimmers, Sky Folk, Dhuvians), but as the older civilizations vanished it became increasingly remote and detached from Martian affairs, lost in its own memories of the past. Relations with the Martian humans became distant and hostile. Shandakor finally fell when its water supply was cut by one of the neighboring Dryland tribes; none of the people of Shandakor survived (The Last Days of Shandakor).


Martian Languages


Although there are no doubt a wide variety of vernaculars spoken in the various City-States of Mars, all human Martian languages appear to be related, and two forms are widely used or recognized in all civilized areas of Mars. These are generally known as High Martian and Low Martian.


High Martian is an ancient language, which has been compared to Terran Sanskrit, though it is far older; the characters in which it is written have not changed for thousands of years. It has been retained in use as a polite and formal means of expression.


Low Martian, by contrast is the ordinary vernacular of the Low-canal towns, and can be widely understood throughout Mars.


Martian Religion


Archaeology


Given the Mars has, by some estimates, at least a million years of past history, archaeology is a very fruitful field. Many of the earlier archaeologists were little more than tomb robbers, less interested in scientific research than in gaining a high price for their plunder. Archaeology is now, however, carried on under the auspices of a number of Martian and Terran foundations, including the Martian Archeological Foundation, the Society for the Preservation of Martian Relics, and the Martian Antiquities department in Kahora.


Researchers into Martian antiquities have discovered many "lost cities" belonging to earlier phases of Martian history, both human and alien. These include:
   Lhak
   Ptakuth
   Shandakor
   Sinharat
   Ruins near the Wells of Tamboina


In addition, productive work has been done in the vicinity of old sites that are still inhabited, like Jekkara.


Government


Symbols of Mars


Before the formation of the Martian Planetary Government, the only symbols representing Mars as a whole were either archaic ones from ancient Mars, or found on standards of would-be pan-Martian rebellions. The Banner of Death and Life borne in Kynon of Shun's rebellion was one such; modelled on the symbols of the ancient Ramas, it bore on a black field two white crowns above a red sword. More general in its application was the Banner of the Twin Moons raised for the planned revolt on behalf of Haral of Karadoc. It is probable that this was the inspiration for the current Martian planetary emblem of twin circles, representing the moons.


The moons of Mars


Mars has two tiny natural moons, Denderon and Vashna, which orbit very close to the planet. Terrans generally call them by the Latin names Phobos and Deimos. Phobos, the larger, closer, and faster-moving of the two moons shows evidence of the presence of an unknown race in the distant past that has left monuments that are still little-known. In Low-canal culture, Phobos is sometimes known as the "Mad Moon" and plays an important part in certain rituals (Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon).


Photograph of a Martian sunset
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   Black Amazon of Mars
   by Leigh Brackett
   Grimly Eric John Stark slogged toward that ancient Martian cityâ��with every step he cursed the talisman of Ban Cruach that flamed in his blood-stained belt Behind him screamed the hordes of Ciaran, hungering for that magic jewelâ��ahead lay the dread abode of the Ice Creaturesâ��at his side stalked the whispering spectre of Ban Cruach, urging him on to a battle Stark knew he must lose!
   THROUGH ALL THE LONG cold hours of the Norland night the Martian had not moved nor spoken. At dusk of the day before Eric John Stark had brought him into the ruined tower and laid him down, wrapped in blankets, on the snow. He had built a fire of dead brush, and since then the two men had waited, alone in the vast wasteland that girdles the polar cap of Mars.


Now, just before dawn, Camar the Martian spoke.


â��Stark.â��


â��Yes?â��


â��I am dying.â��


â��Yes.â��


â��I will not reach Kushat.â��


â��No.â��


Camar nodded. He was silent again.


The wind howled down from the northern ice, and the broken walls rose up against it, brooding, gigantic, roofless now but so huge and sprawling that they seemed less like walls than cliffs of ebon stone. Stark would not have gone near them but for Camar. They were wrong, somehow, with a taint of forgotten evil still about them.


The big Earthman glanced at Camar, and his face was sad. â��A man likes to die in his own place,â�� he said abruptly. â��I am sorry.â��


â��The Lord of Silence is a great personage,â�� Camar answered. â��He does not mind the meeting place. No. It was not for that I came back into the Norlands.â��


He was shaken by an agony that was not of the body. â��And I shall not reach Kushat!â��


Stark spoke quietly, using the courtly High Martian almost as fluently as Camar.


â��I have known that there was a burden heavier than death upon my brotherâ��s soul.â��


He leaned over, placing one large hand on the Martianâ��s shoulder. â��My brother has given his life for mine. Therefore, I will take his burden upon myself, if I can.â��


He did not want Camarâ��s burden, whatever it might be. But the Martian had fought beside him through a long guerilla campaign among the harried tribes of the nearer moon. He was a good man of his hands, and in the end had taken the bullet that was meant for Stark, knowing quite well what he was doing. They were friends.


That was why Stark had brought Camar into the bleak north country, trying to reach the city of his birth. The Martian was driven by some secret demon. He was afraid to die before he reached Kushat.


And now he had no choice.


â��I have sinned, Stark. I have stolen a holy thing. Youâ��re an outlander, you would not know of Ban Cruach, and the talisman that he left when he went away forever beyond the Gates of Death.â��


Camar flung aside the blankets and sat up, his voice gaining a febrile strength.


â��I was born and bred in the Thievesâ�� Quarter under the Wall. I was proud of my skill. And the talisman was a challenge. It was a treasured thingâ��so treasured that hardly a man has touched it since the days of Ban Cruach who made it. And that was in the days when men still had the lustre on them, before they forgot that they were gods.


â��â��Guard well the Gates of Death,â�� he said, â��that is the cityâ��s trust. And keep the talisman always, for the day may come when you will need its strength. Who holds Kushat holds Marsâ��and the talisman will keep the city safe.â��


â��I was a thief, and proud. And I stole the talisman.â��


His hands went to his girdle, a belt of worn leather with a boss of battered steel. But his fingers were already numb.


â��Take it, Stark. Open the bossâ��there, on the side, where the beastâ��s head is carvedâ�¦â��


STARK took the belt from Camar and found the hidden spring. The rounded top of the boss came free. Inside it was something wrapped in a scrap of silk.


â��I had to leave Kushat,â�� Camar whispered. â��I could never go back. But it was enoughâ��to have taken that.â��


He watched, shaken between awe and pride and remorse, as Stark unwrapped the bit of silk.


Stark had discounted most of Camarâ��s talk as superstition, but even so he had expected something more spectacular than the object he held in his palm.


It was a lens, some four inches acrossâ��man-made, and made with great skill, but still only a bit of crystal. Turning it about, Stark saw that it was not a simple lens, but an intricate interlocking of many facets. Incredibly complicated, hypnotic if one looked at it too long.


â��What is its use?â�� he asked of Camar.


â��We are as children. We have forgotten. But there is a legend, a beliefâ��that Ban Cruach himself made the talisman as a sign that he would not forget us, and would come back when Kushat is threatened. Back through the Gates of Death, to teach us again the power that was his!â��


â��I do not understand,â�� said Stark. â��What are the Gates of Death?â��


Camar answered, â��It is a pass that opens into the black mountains beyond Kushat. The city stands guard before itâ��why, no man remembers, except that it is a great trust.â��


His gaze feasted on the talisman.


Stark said, â��You wish me to take this to Kushat?â��


â��Yes. Yes! And yetâ�¦â�� Camar looked at Stark, his eyes filling suddenly with tears. â��No. The North is not used to strangers. With me, you might have been safe. But aloneâ�¦ No, Stark. You have risked too much already. Go back, out of the Norlands, while you can.â��


He lay back on the blankets. Stark saw that a bluish pallor had come into the hollows of his cheeks.


â��Camar,â�� he said. And again, â��Camar!â��


â��Yes?â��


â��Go in peace, Camar. I will take the talisman to Kushat.â��


The Martian sighed, and smiled, and Stark was glad that he had made the promise.


â��The riders of Mekh are wolves,â�� said Camar suddenly. â��They hunt these gorges. Look out for them.â��


â��I will.â��


Starkâ��s knowledge of the geography of this part of Mars was vague indeed, but he knew that the mountain valleys of Mekh lay ahead and to the north, between him and Kushat. Camar had told him of these upland warriors. He was willing to heed the warning.


Camar had done with talking. Stark knew that he had not long to wait. The wind spoke with the voice of a great organ. The moons had set and it was very dark outside the tower, except for the white glimmering of the snow. Stark looked up at the brooding walls, and shivered. There was a smell of death already in the air.


To keep from thinking, he bent closer to the fire, studying the lens. There were scratches on the bezel, as though it had been held sometime in a clamp, or setting, like a jewel. An ornament, probably, worn as a badge of rank. Strange ornament for a barbarian king, in the dawn of Mars. The firelight made tiny dancing sparks in the endless inner facets. Quite suddenly, he had a curious feeling that the thing was alive.


A pang of primitive and unreasoning fear shot through him, and he fought it down. His vision was beginning to blur, and he shut his eyes, and in the darkness it seemed to him that he could see and hearâ�¦


HE STARTED UP, shaken now with an eerie terror, and raised his hand to hurl the talisman away. But the part of him that had learned with much pain and effort to be civilized made him stop, and think.


He sat down again. An instrument of hypnosis? Possibly. And yet that fleeting touch of sight and sound had not been his own, out of his own memories.


He was tempted now, fascinated, like a child that plays with fire. The talisman had been worn somehow. Where? On the breast? On the brow?


He tried the first, with no result. Then he touched the flat surface of the lens to his forehead.


The great tower of stone rose up monstrous to the sky. It was whole, and there were pallid lights within that stirred and flickered, and it was crowned with a shimmering darkness.


He lay outside the tower, on his belly, and he was filled with fear and a great anger, and a loathing such as turns the bones to water. There was no snow. There was ice everywhere, rising to half the towerâ��s height, sheathing the ground.


Ice. Cold and clear and beautifulâ��and deadly.


He moved. He glided snakelike, with infinite caution, over the smooth surface. The tower was gone, and far below him was a city. He saw the temples and the palaces, the glittering lovely city beneath him in the ice, blurred and fairylike and strange, a dream half glimpsed through crystal.


He saw the Ones that lived there, moving slowly through the streets. He could not see them clearly, only the vague shining of their bodies, and he was glad.


He hated them, with a hatred that conquered even his fear, which was great indeed.


He was not Eric John Stark. He was Ban Cruach.


The tower and the city vanished, swept away on a reeling tide.


He stood beneath a scarp of black rock, notched with a single pass. The cliffs hung over him, leaning out their vast bulk as though to crush him, and the narrow mouth of the pass was full of evil laughter where the wind went by.


He began to walk forward, into the pass. He was quite alone.


The light was dim and strange at the bottom of that cleft. Little veils of mist crept and clung between the ice and the rock, thickened, became more dense as he went farther and farther into the pass. He could not see, and the wind spoke with many tongues, piping in the crevices of the cliffs.


All at once there was a shadow in the mist before him, a dim gigantic shape that moved toward him, and he knew that he looked at death. He cried outâ�¦


It was Stark who yelled in blind atavistic fear, and the echo of his own cry brought him up standing, shaking in every limb. He had dropped the talisman. It lay gleaming in the snow at his feet, and the alien memories were goneâ��and Camar was dead.


After a time he crouched down, breathing harshly. He did not want to touch the lens again. The part of him that had learned to fear strange gods and evil spirits with every step he took, the primitive aboriginal that lay so close under the surface of his mind, warned him to leave it, to run away, to desert this place of death and ruined stone.


He forced himself to take it up. He did not look at it. He wrapped it in the bit of silk and replaced it inside the iron boss, and clasped the belt around his waist. Then he found the small flask that lay with his gear beside the fire and took a long pull, and tried to think rationally of the thing that had happened.


Memories. Not his own, but the memories of Ban Cruach, a million years ago in the morning of a world. Memories of hate, a secret war against unhuman beings that dwelt in crystal cities cut in the living ice, and used these ruined towers for some dark purpose of their own.


Was that the meaning of the talisman, the power that lay within it? Had Ban Cruach, by some elder and forgotten science, imprisoned the echoes of his own mind in the crystal?


Why? Perhaps as a warning, as a reminder of ageless, alien danger beyond the Gates of Death?


Suddenly one of the beasts tethered outside the ruined tower started up from its sleep with a hissing snarl.


Instantly Stark became motionless.


They came silently on their padded feet, the rangy mountain brutes moving daintily through the sprawling ruin. Their riders too were silentâ��tall men with fierce eyes and russet hair, wearing leather coats and carrying each a long, straight spear.


There were a score of them around the tower in the windy gloom. Stark did not bother to draw his gun. He had learned very young the difference between courage and idiocy.


He walked out toward them, slowly lest one of them be startled into spearing him, yet not slowly enough to denote fear. And he held up his right hand and gave them greeting.


They did not answer him. They sat their restive mounts and stared at him, and Stark knew that Camar had spoken the truth. These were the riders of Mekh, and they were wolves.
   II


STARK WAITED, UNTIL THEY should tire of their own silence.


Finally one demanded, â��Of what country are you?â��


He answered, â��I am called Nâ��Chaka, the Man-Without-a-Tribe.â��


It was the name they had given him, the half-human aboriginals who had raised him in the blaze and thunder and bitter frosts of Mercury.


â��A stranger,â�� said the leader, and smiled. He pointed at the dead Camar and asked, â��Did you slay him?â��


â��He was my friend,â�� said Stark, â��I was bringing him home to die.â��


Two riders dismounted to inspect the body. One called up to the leader, â��He was from Kushat, if I know the breed, Thord! And he has not been robbed.â�� He proceeded to take care of that detail himself.


â��A stranger,â�� repeated the leader, Thord. â��Bound for Kushat, with a man of Kushat. Well. I think you will come with us, stranger.â��


Stark shrugged. And with the long spears pricking him, he did not resist when the tall Thord plundered him of all he owned except his clothesâ��and Camarâ��s belt, which was not worth the stealing. His gun Thord flung contemptuously away.


One of the men brought Starkâ��s beast and Camarâ��s from where they were tethered, and the Earthman mountedâ��as usual, over the violent protest of the creature, which did not like the smell of him. They moved out from under the shelter of the walls, into the full fury of the wind.


For the rest of that night, and through the next day and the night that followed it they rode eastward, stopping only to rest the beasts and chew on their rations of jerked meat.


To Stark, riding a prisoner, it came with full force that this was the North country, half a world away from the Mars of spaceships and commerce and visitors from other planets. The future had never touched these wild mountains and barren plains. The past held pride enough.


To the north, the horizon showed a strange and ghostly glimmer where the barrier wall of the polar pack reared up, gigantic against the sky. The wind blew, down from the ice, through the mountain gorges, across the plains, never ceasing. And here and there the cryptic towers rose, broken monoliths of stone. Stark remembered the vision of the talisman, the huge structure crowned with eerie darkness. He looked upon the ruins with loathing and curiosity. The men of Mekh could tell him nothing.


Thord did not tell Stark where they were taking him, and Stark did not ask. It would have been an admission of fear.


In mid-afternoon of the second day they came to a lip of rock where the snow was swept clean, and below it was a sheer drop into a narrow valley. Looking down, Stark saw that on the floor of the valley, up and down as far as he could see, were men and beasts and shelters of hide and brush, and fires burning. By the hundreds, by the several thousand, they camped under the cliffs, and their voices rose up on the thin air in a vast deep murmur that was deafening after the silence of the plains.


A war party, gathered now, before the thaw. Stark smiled. He became curious to meet the leader of this army.


They found their way single file along a winding track that dropped down the cliff face. The wind stopped abruptly, cut off by the valley walls. They came in among the shelters of the camp.


Here the snow was churned and soiled and melted to slush by the fires. There were no women in the camp, no sign of the usual cheerful rabble that follows a barbarian army. There were only menâ��hillmen and warriors all, tough-handed killers with no thought but battle.


They came out of their holes to shout at Thord and his men, and stare at the stranger. Thord was flushed and jovial with importance.


â��I have no time for you,â�� he shouted back. â��I go to speak with the Lord Ciaran.â��


Stark rode impassively, a dark giant with a face of stone. From time to time he made his beast curvet, and laughed at himself inwardly for doing it.


They came at length to a shelter larger than the others, but built exactly the same and no more comfortable. A spear was thrust into the snow beside the entrance, and from it hung a black pennant with a single bar of silver across it, like lightning in a night sky. Beside it was a shield with the same device. There were no guards.


Thord dismounted, bidding Stark to do the same. He hammered on the shield with the hilt of his sword, announcing himself.


â��Lord Ciaran! It is Thordâ��with a captive.â��


A voice, toneless and strangely muffled, spoke from within.


â��Enter, Thord.â��


Thord pushed aside the hide curtain and went in, with Stark at his heels.


THE DIM DAYLIGHT did not penetrate the interior. Cressets burned, giving off a flickering brilliance and a smell of strong oil. The floor of packed snow was carpeted with furs, much worn. Otherwise there was no adornment, and no furniture but a chair and a table, both dark with age and use, and a pallet of skins in one shadowy corner with what seemed to be a heap of rags upon it


In the chair sat a man.


He seemed very tall, in the shaking light of the cressets. From neck to thigh his lean body was cased in black link mail, and under that a tunic of leather, dyed black. Across his knees he held a sable axe, a great thing made for the shearing of skulls, and his hands lay upon it gently, as though it were a toy he loved.


His head and face were covered by a thing that Stark had seen before only in very old paintingsâ��the ancient war-mask of the inland Kings of Mars. Wrought of black and gleaming steel, it presented an unhuman visage of slitted eyeholes and a barred slot for breathing. Behind, it sprang out in a thin, soaring sweep, like a dark wing edge-on in flight.


The intent, expressionless scrutiny of that mask was bent, not upon Thord, but upon Eric John Stark.


The hollow voice spoke again, from behind the mask. â��Well?â��


â��We were hunting in the gorges to the south,â�� said Thord. â��We saw a fireâ�¦â�� He told the story, of how they had found the stranger and the body of the man from Kushat.


â��Kushat!â�� said the Lord Ciaran softly. â��Ah! And why, stranger, were you going to Kushat?â��


â��My name is Stark. Eric John Stark, Earthman, out of Mercury.â�� He was tired of being called stranger. Quite suddenly, he was tired of the whole business.


â��Why should I not go to Kushat? Is it against some law, that a man may not go there in peace without being hounded all over the Norlands? And why do the men of Mekh make it their business? They have nothing to do with the city.â��


Thord held his breath, watching with delighted anticipation.


The hands of the man in armor caressed the axe. They were slender hands, smooth and sinewyâ��small hands, it seemed, for such a weapon.


â��We make what we will our business, Eric John Stark.â�� He spoke with a peculiar gentleness. â��I have asked you. Why were you going to Kushat?â��


â��Because,â�� Stark answered with equal restraint, â��my comrade wanted to go home to die.â��


â��It seems a long, hard journey, just for dying.â�� The black helm bent forward, in an attitude of thought. â��Only the condemned or banished leave their cities, or their clans. Why did your comrade flee Kushat?â��


A voice spoke suddenly from out of the heap of rags that lay on the pallet in the shadows of the corner. A manâ��s voice, deep and husky, with the harsh quaver of age or madness in it.


â��Three men beside myself have fled Kushat, over the years that matter. One died in the spring floods. One was caught in the moving ice of winter. One lived. A thief named Camar, who stole a certain talisman.â��


Stark said, â��My comrade was called Greshi.â�� The leather belt weighed heavy about him, and the iron boss seemed hot against his belly. He was beginning, now, to be afraid.


THE LORD CIARAN spoke, ignoring Stark. â��It was the sacred talisman of Kushat. Without it, the city is like a man without a soul.â��


As the Veil of Tanit was to Carthage, Stark thought, and reflected on the fate of that city after the Veil was stolen.


â��The nobles were afraid of their own people,â�� the man in armor said. â��They did not dare to tell that it was gone. But we know.â��


â��And,â�� said Stark, â��you will attack Kushat before the thaw, when they least expect you.â��


â��You have a sharp mind, stranger. Yes. But the great wall will be hard to carry, even so. If I came, bearing in my hands the talisman of Ban Cruachâ�¦â��


He did not finish, but turned instead to Thord. â��When you plundered the dead manâ��s body, what did you find?â��


â��Nothing, Lord. A few coins, a knife, hardly worth the taking.â��


â��And you, Eric John Stark. What did you take from the body?â��


With perfect truth he answered, â��Nothing.â��


â��Thord,â�� said the Lord Ciaran, â��search him.â��


Thord came smiling up to Stark and ripped his jacket open.


With uncanny swiftness, the Earthman moved. The edge of one broad hand took Thord under the ear, and before the manâ��s knees had time to sag Stark had caught his arm. He turned, crouching forward, and pitched Thord headlong through the door flap.


He straightened and turned again. His eyes held a feral glint. â��The man has robbed me once,â�� he said. â��It is enough.â��


He heard Thordâ��s men coming. Three of them tried to jam through the entrance at once, and he sprang at them. He made no sound. His fists did the talking for him, and then his feet, as he kicked the stunned barbarians back upon their leader.


â��Now,â�� he said to the Lord Ciaran, â��will we talk as men?â��


The man in armor laughed, a sound of pure enjoyment. It seemed that the gaze behind the mask studied Starkâ��s savage face, and then lifted to greet the sullen Thord who came back into the shelter, his cheeks flushed crimson with rage.


â��Go,â�� said the Lord Ciaran. â��The stranger and I will talk.â��


â��But Lord,â�� he protested, glaring at Stark, â��it is not safeâ�¦â��


â��My dark mistress looks after my safety,â�� said Ciaran, stroking the axe across his knees. â��Go.â�� Thord went.


The man in armor was silent then, the blind mask turned to Stark, who met that eyeless gaze and was silent also. And the bundle of rags in the shadows straightened slowly and became a tall old man with rusty hair and beard, through which peered craggy juts of bone and two bright, small points of fire, as though some wicked flame burned within him.


He shuffled over and crouched at the feet of the Lord Ciaran, watching the Earthman. And the man in armor leaned forward.


â��I will tell you something, Eric John Stark. I am a bastard, but I come of the blood of kings. My name and rank I must make with my own hands. But I will set them high, and my name will ring in the Norlands!


â��I will take Kushat, Who holds Kushat, holds Marsâ��and the power and the riches that lie beyond the Gates of Death!â��


â��I have seen them,â�� said the old man, and his eyes blazed. â��I have seen Ban Cruach the mighty. I have seen the temples and the palaces glitter in the ice. I have seen Them, the shining ones. Oh, I have seen them, the beautiful, hideous ones!â��


He glanced sidelong at Stark, very cunning. â��That is why Otar is mad, stranger. He has seen.â��


A chill swept Stark. He too had seen, not with his own eyes but with the mind and memories of Ban Cruach, of a million years ago.


Then it had been no illusion, the fantastic vision opened to him by the talisman now hidden in his belt! If this old madman had seenâ�¦


â��What beings lurk beyond the Gates of Death I do not know,â�� said Ciaran. â��But my dark mistress will test their strengthâ��and I think my red wolves will hunt them down, once they get a smell of plunder.â��


â��The beautiful, terrible ones,â�� whispered Otar. â��And oh, the temples and the palaces, and the great towers of stone!â��


â��Ride with me, Stark,â�� said the Lord Ciaran abruptly. â��Yield up the talisman, and be the shield at my back. I have offered no other man that honor.â��


Stark asked slowly, â��Why do you choose me?â��


â��We are of one blood, Stark, though we be strangers.â��


The Earthmanâ��s cold eyes narrowed. â��What would your red wolves say to that? And what would Otar say? Look at him, already stiff with jealousy, and fear lest I answer, â��Yesâ��.â��


â��I do not think you would be afraid of either of them.â��


â��On the contrary,â�� said Stark, â��I am a prudent man.â�� He paused. â��There is one other thing. I will bargain with no man until I have looked into his eyes. Take off your helm, Ciaranâ��and then perhaps we will talk!â��


Otarâ��s breath made a snakelike hissing between his toothless gums, and the hands of the Lord Ciaran tightened on the haft of the axe.


â��No!â�� he whispered. â��That I can never do.â��


Otar rose to his feet, and for the first time Stark felt the full strength that lay in this strange old man.


â��Would you look upon the face of destruction?â�� he thundered. â��Do you ask for death? Do you think a thing is hidden behind a mask of steel without a reason, that you demand to see it?â��


He turned. â��My Lord,â�� he said. â��By tomorrow the last of the clans will have joined us. After that, we must march. Give this Earthman to Thord, for the time that remainsâ��and you will have the talisman.â��


The blank, blind mask was unmoving, turned toward Stark, and the Earthman thought that from behind it came a faint sound that might have been a sigh.


Thenâ�¦


â��Thord!â�� cried the Lord Ciaran, and lifted up the axe.


III


THE FLAMES LEAPED HIGH from the fire in the windless gorge. Men sat around it in a great circle, the wild riders out of the mountain valleys of Mekh. They sat with the curbed and shivering eagerness of wolves around a dying quarry. Now and again their white teeth showed in a kind of silent laughter, and their eyes watched.


â��He is strong,â�� they whispered, one to the other. â��He will live the night out, surely!â��


On an outcrop of rock sat the Lord Ciaran, wrapped in a black cloak, holding the great axe in the crook of his arm. Beside him, Otar huddled in the snow.


Close by, the long spears had been driven deep and lashed together to make a scaffolding, and upon this frame was hung a man. A big man, iron-muscled and very lean, the bulk of his shoulders filling the space between the bending shafts. Eric John Stark of Earth, out of Mercury.


He had already been scourged without mercy. He sagged of his own weight between the spears, breathing in harsh sobs, and the trampled snow around him was spotted red.


Thord was wielding the lash. He had stripped off his own coat, and his body glistened with sweat in spite of the cold. He cut his victim with great care, making the long lash sing and crack. He was proud of his skill.


Stark did not cry out.


Presently Thord stepped back, panting, and looked at the Lord Ciaran. And the black helm nodded.


Thord dropped the whip. He went up to the big dark man and lifted his head by the hair.


â��Stark,â�� he said, and shook the head roughly. â��Stranger!â��


Eyes opened and stared at him, and Thord could not repress a slight shiver. It seemed that the pain and indignity had wrought some evil magic on this man he had ridden with, and thought he knew. He had seen exactly the same gaze in a big snow-cat caught in a trap, and he felt suddenly that it was not a man he spoke to, but a predatory beast.


â��Stark,â�� he said. â��Where is the talisman of Ban Cruach?â��


The Earthman did not answer.


Thord laughed. He glanced up at the sky, where the moons rode low and swift.


â��The night is only half gone. Do you think you can last it out?â��


The cold, cruel, patient eyes watched Thord. There was no reply.


Some quality of pride in that gaze angered the barbarian. It seemed to mock him, who was so sure of his ability to loosen a reluctant tongue.


â��You think I cannot make you talk, donâ��t you? You donâ��t know me, stranger! You donâ��t know Thord, who can make the rocks speak out if he will!â��


He reached out with his free hand and struck Stark across the face.


It seemed impossible that anything so still could move so quickly. There was an ugly flash of teeth, and Thordâ��s wrist was caught above the thumb-joint. He bellowed, and the iron jaws closed down, worrying the bone.


Quite suddenly, Thord screamed. Not for pain, but for panic. And the rows of watching men swayed forward, and even the Lord Ciaran rose up, startled.


â��Hark!â�� ran the whispering around the fire. â��Hark how he growls!â��


Thord had let go of Starkâ��s hair and was beating him about the head with his clenched fist. His face was white.


â��Werewolf!â�� he screamed. â��Let me go, beast-thing! Let me go!â��


But the dark man clung to Thordâ��s wrist, snarling, and did not hear. After a bit there came the dull crack of bone.


Stark opened his jaws. Thord ceased to strike him. He backed off slowly, staring at the torn flesh. Stark had sunk down to the length of his arms.


With his left hand, Thord drew his knife. The Lord Ciaran stepped forward. â��Wait, Thord!â��


â��It is a thing of evil,â�� whispered the barbarian. â��Warlock. Werewolf. Beast.â��


He sprang at Stark.


THE MAN in armor moved, very swiftly, and the great axe went whirling through the air. It caught Thord squarely where the cords of his neck ran into the shoulderâ��caught, and shore on through.


There was a silence in the valley.


The Lord Ciaran walked slowly across the trampled snow and took up his axe again.


â��I will be obeyed,â�� he said. â��And I will not stand for fear, not of god, man, nor devil.â�� He gestured toward Stark. â��Cut him down. And see that he does not die.â��


He strode away, and Otar began to laugh.


From a vast distance, Stark heard that shrill, wild laughter. His mouth was full of blood, and he was mad with a cold fury.


A cunning that was purely animal guided his movements then. His head fell forward, and his body hung inert against the thongs. He might almost have been dead.


A knot of men came toward him. He listened to them. They were hesitant and afraid. Then, as he did not move, they plucked up courage and came closer, and one prodded him gently with the point of his spear.


â��Prick him well,â�� said another, â��Let us be sure!â��


The sharp point bit a little deeper. A few drops of blood welled out and joined the small red streams that ran from the weals of the lash. Stark did not stir.


The spearman grunted. â��He is safe enough now.â��


Stark felt the knife blades working at the thongs. He waited. The rawhide snapped, and he was free.


He did not fall. He would not have fallen then if he had taken a death wound. He gathered his legs under him and sprang.


He picked up the spearman in that first rush and flung him into the fire. Then he began to run toward the place where the scaly mounts were herded, leaving a trail of blood behind him on the snow.


A man loomed up in front of him. He saw the shadow of a spear and swerved, and caught the haft in his two hands. He wrenched it free and struck down with the butt of it, and went on. Behind him he heard voices shouting and the beginning of turmoil.


The Lord Ciaran turned and came back, striding fast.


There were men before Stark now, many men, the circle of watchers breaking up because there had been nothing more to watch. He gripped the long spear. It was a good weapon, better than the flint-tipped stick with which the boy Nâ��Chaka had hunted the giant lizard of the rocks.


His body curved into a half crouch. He voiced one cry, the challenging scream of a predatory killer, and went in among the men.


He did slaughter with that spear. They were not expecting attack. They were not expecting anything. Stark had sprung to life too quickly. And they were afraid of him. He could smell the fear on them. Fear not of a man like themselves, but of a creature less and more than man.


He killed, and was happy.


They fell away from him, the wild riders of Mekh. They were sure now that he was a demon. He raged among them with the bright spear, and they heard again that sound that should not have come from a human throat, and their superstitious terror rose and sent them scrambling out of his path, trampling on each other in childish panic.


He broke through, and now there was nothing between him and escape but two mounted men who guarded the herd.


Being mounted, they had more courage. They felt that even a warlock could not stand against their charge. They came at him as he ran, the padded feet of their beasts making a muffled drumming in the snow.


Without breaking stride, Stark hurled his spear.


IT DROVE through one manâ��s body and tumbled him off, so that he fell under his comradeâ��s mount and fouled its legs. It staggered and reared up, hissing, and Stark fled on.


Once he glanced over his shoulder. Through the milling, shouting crowd of men he glimpsed a dark, mailed figure with a winged mask, going through the ruck with a loping stride and bearing a sable axe raised high for the throwing.


Stark was close to the herd now. And they caught his scent.


The Norland brutes had never liked the smell of him, and now the reek of blood upon him was enough in itself to set them wild. They began to hiss and snarl uneasily, rubbing their reptilian flanks together as they wheeled around, staring at him with lambent eyes.


He rushed them, before they should quite decide to break. He was quick enough to catch one by the fleshy comb that served it for a forelock, held it with savage indifference to its squealing, and leaped to its back. Then he let it bolt, and as he rode it he yelled, a shrill brute cry that urged the creatures on to panic.


The herd broke, stampeding outward from its center like a bursting shell.


Stark was in the forefront. Clinging low to the scaly neck, he saw the men of Mekh scattered and churned and tramped into the snow by the flying pads. In and out of the shelters, kicking the brush walls down, lifting up their harsh reptilian voices, they went racketing through the camp, leaving behind them wreckage as of a storm. And Stark went with them.


He snatched a cloak from off the shoulders of some petty chieftain as he went by, and then, twisting cruelly on the fleshy comb, beating with his fist at the creatureâ��s head, he got his mount turned in the way he wanted it to go, down the valley.


He caught one last glimpse of the Lord Ciaran, fighting to hold one of the creatures long enough to mount, and then a dozen striving bodies surged around him, and Stark was gone.


The beast did not slacken pace. It was as though it thought it could outrun the alien, bloody thing that clung to its back. The last fringes of the camp shot by and vanished in the gloom, and the clean snow of the lower valley lay open before it. The creature laid its belly to the ground and went, the white spray spurting from its heels.


Stark hung on. His strength was gone now, run out suddenly with the battle-madness. He became conscious now that he was sick and bleeding, that his body was one cruel pain. In that moment, more than in the hours that had gone before, he hated the black leader of the clans of Mekh.


That flight down the valley became a sort of ugly dream. Stark was aware of rock walls reeling past, and then they seemed to widen away and the wind came out of nowhere like the stroke of a great hammer, and he was on the open moors again.


The beast began to falter and slow down. Presently it stopped.


Stark scooped up snow to rub on his wounds. He came near to fainting, but the bleeding stopped and after that the pain was numbed to a dull ache. He wrapped the cloak around him and urged the beast to go on, gently this time, patiently, and after it had breathed it obeyed him, settling into the shuffling pace it could keep up for hours.


He was three days on the moors. Part of the time he rode in a sort of stupor, and part of the time he was feverishly alert, watching the skyline. Frequently he took the shapes of thrusting rocks for riders, and found what cover he could until he was sure they did not move. He was afraid to dismount, for the beast had no bridle. When it halted to rest he remained upon its back, shaking, his brow beaded with sweat.


The wind scoured his tracks clean as soon as he made them. Twice, in the distance, he did see riders, and one of those times he burrowed into a tall drift and stayed there for several hours.


The ruined towers marched with him across the bitter land, lonely giants fifty miles apart. He did not go near them.


He knew that he wandered a good bit, but he could not help it, and it was probably his salvation. In those tortured badlands, riven by ages of frost and flood, one might follow a man on a straight track between two points. But to find a single rider lost in that wilderness was a matter of sheer luck, and the odds were with Stark.


One evening at sunset he came out upon a plain that sloped upward to a black and towering scarp, notched with a single pass.


The light was level and blood-red, glittering on the frosty rock so that it seemed the throat of the pass was aflame with evil fires. To Starkâ��s mind, essentially primitive and stripped now of all its acquired reason, that narrow cleft appeared as the doorway to the dwelling place of demons as horrible as the fabled creatures that roam the Darkside of his native world.


He looked long at the Gates of Death, and a dark memory crept into his brain. Memory of that nightmare experience when the talisman had made him seem to walk into that frightful pass, not as Stark, but as Ban Cruach.


He remembered Otarâ��s wordsâ��I have seen Ban Cruach the mighty. Was he still there beyond those darkling gates, fighting his unimagined war, alone?


Again, in memory, Stark heard the evil piping of the wind. Again, the shadow of a dim and terrible shape loomed up before himâ�¦


He forced remembrance of that vision from his mind, by a great effort. He could not turn back now. There was no place to go.


His weary beast plodded on, and now Stark saw as in a dream that a great walled city stood guard before that awful Gate. He watched the city glide toward him through a crimson haze, and fancied he could see the ages clustered like birds around the towers.


He had reached Kushat, with the talisman of Ban Cruach still strapped in the bloodstained belt around his waist.


IV


HE STOOD IN A LARGE SQUARE, lined about with hucksterâ��s stalls and the booths of wine-sellers. Beyond were buildings, streets, a city. Stark got a blurred impression of a grand and brooding darkness, bulking huge against the mountains, as bleak and proud as they, and quite as ancient, with many ruins and deserted quarters.


He was not sure how he had come there, but he was standing on his own feet, and someone was pouring sour wine into his mouth. He drank it greedily. There were people around him, jostling, chattering, demanding answers to their questions. A girlâ��s voice said sharply, â��Let him be! Canâ��t you see heâ��s hurt?â��


Stark looked down. She was slim and ragged, with black hair and large eyes yellow as a catâ��s. She held a leather bottle in her hands. She smiled at him and said, â��Iâ��m Thanis. Will you drink more wine?â��


â��I will,â�� said Stark, and did, and then said, â��Thank you, Thanis.â�� He put his hand on her shoulder, to steady himself. It was a supple shoulder, surprisingly strong. He liked the feel of it.


The crowd was still churning around him, growing larger, and now he heard the tramp of military feet. A small detachment of men in light armor pushed their way through.


A very young officer whose breastplate hurt the eye with brightness demanded to be told at once who Stark was and why he had come there.


â��No one crosses the moors in winter,â�� he said, as though that in itself were a sign of evil intent.


â��The clans of Mekh are crossing them,â�� Stark answered. â��An army, to take Kushatâ��one, two days behind me.â��


The crowd picked that up. Excited voices tossed it back and forth, and clamored for more news. Stark spoke to the officer.


â��I will see your captain, and at once.â��


â��Youâ��ll see the inside of a prison, more likely!â�� snapped the young man. â��Whatâ��s this nonsense about the clans of Mekh?â��


Stark regarded him. He looked so long and so curiously that the crowd began to snicker and the officerâ��s beardless face flushed pink to the ears.


â��I have fought in many wars,â�� said Stark gently. â��And long ago I learned to listen, when someone came to warn me of attack.â��


â��Better take him to the captain, Lugh,â�� cried Thanis. â��Itâ��s our skins too, you know, if there is war.â��


The crowd began to shout. They were all poor folk, wrapped in threadbare cloaks or tattered leather. They had no love for the guards. And whether there was war or not, their winter had been long and dull, and they were going to make the most of this excitement.


â��Take him, Lugh! Let him warn the nobles. Let them think how theyâ��ll defend Kushat and the Gates of Death, now that the talisman is gone!â��


â��That is a lie!â�� Lugh shouted. â��And you know the penalty for telling it. Hold your tongues, or Iâ��ll have you all whipped.â�� He gestured angrily at Stark. â��See if he is armed.â��


One of the soldiers stepped forward, but Stark was quicker. He slipped the thong and let the cloak fall, baring his upper body.


â��The clansmen have already taken everything I owned,â�� he said. â��But they gave me something, in return.â��


The crowd stared at the half healed stripes that scarred him, and there was a drawing in of breath.


The soldier picked up the cloak and laid it over the Earthmanâ��s shoulders. And Lugh said sullenly, â��Come, then.â��


Starkâ��s fingers tightened on Thanisâ�� shoulder. â��Come with me, little one,â�� he whispered. â��Otherwise, I must crawl.â��


She smiled at him and came. The crowd followed.


The captain of the guards was a fleshy man with a smell of wine about him and a face already crumbling apart though his hair was not yet grey. He sat in a squat tower above the square, and he observed Stark with no particular interest.


â��You had something to tell,â�� said Lugh. â��Tell it.â��


STARK TOLD THEM, leaving out all mention of Camar and the talisman. This was neither the time nor the man to hear that story. The captain listened to all he had to say about the gathering of the clans of Mekh, and then sat studying him with a bleary shrewdness.


â��You have proof of all this?â��


â��These stripes. Their leader Ciaran ordered them laid on himself.â��


The captain sighed, and leaned back.


â��Any wandering band of hunters could have scourged you,â�� he said. â��A nameless vagabond from the gods know where, and a lawless one at that, if Iâ��m any judge of menâ��you probably deserved it.â��


He reached for wine, and smiled. â��Look you, stranger. In the Norlands, no one makes war in the winter. And no one ever heard of Ciaran. If you hoped for a reward from the city, you overshot badly.â��


â��The Lord Ciaran,â�� said Stark, grimly controlling his anger, â��will be battering at your gates within two days. And you will hear of him then.â��


â��Perhaps. You can wait for himâ��in a cell. And you can leave Kushat with the first caravan after the thaw. We have enough rabble here without taking in more.â��


Thanis caught Stark by the cloak and held him back.


â��Sir,â�� she said, as though it were an unclean word. â��I will vouch for the stranger.â��


The captain glanced at her. â��You?â��


â��Sir, I am a free citizen of Kushat. According to law, I may vouch for him.â��


â��If you scum of the Thievesâ�� Quarter would practice the law as well as you prate it, we would have less trouble,â�� growled the captain. â��Very well, take the creature, if you want him. I donâ��t suppose youâ��ve anything to lose.â��


Lugh laughed.


â��Name and dwelling place,â�� said the captain, and wrote them down. â��Remember, he is not to leave the Quarter.â��


Thanis nodded. â��Come,â�� she said to. Stark. He did not move, and she looked up at him. He was staring at the captain. His beard had grown in these last days, and his face was still scarred by Thordâ��s blows and made wolfish with pain and fever. And now, out of this evil mask, his eyes were peering with a chill and terrible intensity at the soft-bellied man who sat and mocked him.


Thanis laid her hand on his rough cheek. â��Come,â�� she said. â��Come and rest.â��


Gently she turned his head. He blinked and swayed, and she took him around the waist and led him unprotesting to the door.


There she paused, looking back.


â��Sir,â�� she said, very meekly, â��news of this attack is being shouted through the Quarter now. If it should come, and it were known that you had the warning and did not pass it onâ�¦â�� She made an expressive gesture, and went out.


Lugh glanced uneasily at the captain. â��Sheâ��s right, sir. If by chance the man did tell the truthâ�¦â��


The captain swore. â��Rot. A rogueâ��s tale. And yetâ�¦â�� He scowled indecisively, and then reached for parchment. â��After all, itâ��s a simple thing. Write it up, pass it on, and let the nobles do the worrying.â��


His pen began to scratch.


Thanis took Stark by steep and narrow ways, darkling now in the afterglow, where the city climbed and fell again over the uneven rock. Stark was aware of the heavy smells of spices and unfamiliar foods, and the musky undertones of a million generations swarmed together to spawn and die in these crowded catacombs of slate and stone.


There was a house, blending into other houses, close under the loom of the great Wall. There was a flight of steps, hollowed deep with use, twisting crazily around outer corners.


There was a low room, and a slender man named Balin, vaguely glimpsed, who said he was Thanisâ�� brother. There was a bed of skins and woven cloths.


Stark slept.


HANDS and voices called him back. Strong hands shaking him, urgent voices. He started up growling, like an animal suddenly awaked, still lost in the dark mists of exhaustion. Balin swore, and caught his fingers away.


â��What is this you have brought home, Thanis? By the gods, it snapped at me!â��


Thanis ignored him. â��Stark,â�� she said. â��Stark! Listen. Men are coming. Soldiers. They will question you. Do you hear me?â��


Stark said heavily, â��I hear.â��


â��Do not speak of Camar!â��


Stark got to his feet, and Balin said hastily, â��Peace! The thing is safe. I would not steal a death warrant!â��


His voice had a ring of truth. Stark sat down again. It was an effort to keep awake. There was clamor in the street below. It was still night.


Balin said carefully, â��Tell them what you told the captain, nothing more. They will kill you if they know.â��


A rough hand thundered at the door, and a voice cried, â��Open up!â��


Balin sauntered over to lift the bar. Thanis sat beside Stark, her hand touching his. Stark rubbed his face. He had been shaved and washed, his wounds rubbed with salve. The belt was gone, and his bloodstained clothing. He realized only then that he was naked, and drew a cloth around him. Thanis whispered, â��The belt is there on that peg, under your cloak.â��


Balin opened the door, and the room was full of men.


Stark recognized the captain. There were others, four of them, young, old, intermediate, annoyed at being hauled away from their beds and their gaming tables at this hour. The sixth man wore the jewelled cuirass of a noble. He had a nice, a kind face. Grey hair, mild eyes, soft cheeks. A fine man, but ludicrous in the trappings of a soldier.


â��Is this the man?â�� he asked, and the captain nodded.


â��Yes.â�� It was his turn to say Sir.


Balin brought a chair. He had a fine flourish about him. He wore a crimson jewel in his left ear, and every line of him was quick and sensitive, instinct with mockery. His eyes were brightly cynical, in a face worn lean with years of merry sinning. Stark liked him.


He was a civilized man. They all wereâ��the noble, the captain, the lot of them. So civilized that the origins of their culture were forgotten half an age before the first clay brick was laid in Babylon.


Too civilized, Stark thought. Peace had drawn their fangs and cut their claws. He thought of the wild clansmen coming fast across the snow, and felt a certain pity for the men of Kushat.


The noble sat down.


â��This is a strange tale you bring, wanderer. I would hear it from your own lips.â��


Stark told it. He spoke slowly, watching every word, cursing the weariness that fogged his brain.


The noble, who was called Rogain, asked him questions. Where was the camp? How many men? What were the exact words of the Lord Ciaran, and who was he?


Stark answered, with meticulous care.


Rogain sat for some time lost in thought. He seemed worried and upset, one hand playing aimlessly with the hilt of his sword. A scholarâ��s hand, without a callous on it.


â��There is one thing more,â�� said Rogain. â��What business had you on the moors in winter?â��


Stark smiled. â��I am a wanderer by profession.â��


â��Outlaw?â�� asked the captain, and Stark shrugged.


â��Mercenary is a kinder word.â��


ROGAIN studied the pattern of stripes on the Earthmanâ��s dark skin. â��Why did the Lord Ciaran, so-called, order you scourged?â��


â��I had thrashed one of his chieftains.â��


Rogain sighed and rose. He stood regarding Stark from under brooding brows, and at length he said, â��It is a wild tale. I canâ��t believe itâ��and yet, why should you lie?â��


He paused, as though hoping that Stark would answer that and relieve him of worry.


Stark yawned. â��The tale is easily proved. Wait a day or two.â��


â��I will arm the city,â�� said Rogain. â��I dare not do otherwise. But I will tell you this.â�� An astonishing unpleasant look came into his eyes. â��If the attack does not comeâ��if you have set a whole city by the ears for nothingâ��I will have you flayed alive and your body tumbled over the Wall for the carrion birds to feed on.â��


He strode out, taking his retinue with him. Balin smiled. â��He will do it, too,â�� he said, and dropped the bar.


Stark did not answer. He stared at Balin, and then at Thanis, and then at the belt hanging on the peg, in a curiously blank and yet penetrating fashion, like an animal that thinks its own thoughts. He took a deep breath. Then, as though he found the air clean of danger, he rolled over and went instantly to sleep.


Balin lifted his shoulders expressively. He grinned at Thanis. â��Are you positive itâ��s human?â��


â��Heâ��s beautiful,â�� said Thanis, and tucked the cloths around him. â��Hold your tongue.â�� She continued to sit there, watching Starkâ��s face as the slow dreams moved across it. Balin laughed.


It was evening again when Stark awoke. He sat up, stretching lazily. Thanis crouched by the hearthstone, stirring something savory in a blackened pot. She wore a red kirtle and a necklet of beaten gold, and her hair was combed out smooth and shining.


She smiled at him and rose, bringing him his own boots and trousers, carefully cleaned, and a tunic of leather tanned fine and soft as silk. Stark asked her where she got it.


â��Balin stole itâ��from the baths where the nobles go. He said you might as well have the best.â�� She laughed. â��He had a devil of a time finding one big enough to fit you.â��


She watched with unashamed interest while he dressed. Stark said, â��Donâ��t burn the soup.â��


She put her tongue out at him. â��Better be proud of that fine hide while you have it,â�� she said. â��Thereâ��s no sign of attack.â��


Stark was aware of sounds that had not been there beforeâ��the pacing of men on the Wall above the house, the calling of the watch. Kushat was armed and readyâ��and his time was running out. He hoped that Ciaran had not been delayed on the moors.


Thanis said, â��I should explain about the belt. When Balin undressed you, he saw Camarâ��s name scratched on the inside of the boss. And, he can open a lizardâ��s egg without harming the shell.â��


â��What about you?â�� asked Stark. She flexed her supple fingers. â��I do well enough.â��


BALIN came in. He had been seeking news, but there was little to be had.


â��The soldiers are grumbling about a false alarm,â�� he said. â��The people are excited, but more as though they were playing a game. Kushat has not fought a war for centuries.â�� He sighed. â��The pity of it is, Stark, I believe your story. And Iâ��m afraid.â��


Thanis handed him a steaming bowl. â��Hereâ��employ your tongue with this. Afraid, indeed! Have you forgotten the Wall? No one has carried it since the city was built. Let them attack!â��


Stark was amused. â��For a child, you know much concerning war.â��


â��I knew enough to save your skin!â�� she flared, and Balin smiled.


â��She has you there, Stark. And speaking of skinsâ�¦â�� He glanced up at the belt. â��Or better, speaking of talismans, which we were not. How did you come by it?â��


Stark told him. â��He had a sin on his soul, did Camar. Andâ��he was my friend.â��


Balin looked at him with deep respect. â��You were a fool,â�� he said â��Look you. The thing is returned to Kushat. Your promise is kept. There is nothing for you here but danger, and were I you I would not wait to be flayed, or slain, or taken in a quarrel that is not yours.â��


â��Ah,â�� said Stark softly, â��but it is mine. The Lord Ciaran made it so.â�� He, too, glanced at the belt. â��What of the talisman?â��


â��Return it where it came from,â�� Thanis said. â��My brother is a better thief than Camar. He can certainly do that.â��


â��No!â�� said Balin, with surprising force. â��We will keep it, Stark and I. Whether it has power, I do not know. But if it hasâ��I think Kushat will need it, and in strong hands.â��


Stark said somebrely, â��It has power, the Talisman. Whether for good or evil, I donâ��t know.â��


They looked at him, startled. But a touch of awe seemed to repress their curiosity.


He could not tell them. He was, somehow, reluctant to tell anyone of that dark vision of what lay beyond the Gates of Death, which the talisman of Ban Cruach had lent him.


Balin stood up. â��Well, for good or evil, at least the sacred relic of Ban Cruach has come home.â�� He yawned. â��I am going to bed. Will you come, Thanis, or will you stay and quarrel with our guest?â��


â��I will stay,â�� she said, â��and quarrel.â��


â��Ah, well.â�� Balin sighed puckishly. â��Good night.â�� He vanished into an inner room. Stark looked at Thanis. She had a warm mouth, and her eyes were beautiful, and full of light.


He smiled, holding out his hand.


The night wore on, and Stark lay drowsing. Thanis had opened the curtains. Wind and moonlight swept together into the room, and she stood leaning upon the sill, above the slumbering city. The smile that lingered in the corners of her mouth was sad and far-away, and very tender.


Stark stirred uneasily, making small sounds in his throat. His motions grew violent. Thanis crossed the room and touched him.


Instantly he was awake.


â��Animal,â�� she said softly. â��You dream.â��


Stark shook his head. His eyes were still clouded, though not with sleep. â��Blood,â�� he said, â��heavy in the wind.â��


â��I smell nothing but the dawn,â�� she said, and laughed.


Stark rose. â��Get Balin. Iâ��m going up on the Wall.â��


She did not know him now. â��What is it, Stark? Whatâ��s wrong?â��


â��Get Balin.â�� Suddenly it seemed that the room stifled him. He caught up his cloak and Camarâ��s belt and flung open the door, standing on the narrow steps outside. The moonlight caught in his eyes, pale as frost-fire.


Thanis shivered. Balin joined her without being called. He, too, had slept but lightly. Together they followed Stark up the rough-cut stair that led to the top of the Wall.


He looked southward, where the plain ran down from the mountains and spread away below Kushat. Nothing moved out there. Nothing marred the empty whiteness. But Stark said,


â��They will attack at dawn.â��
   V


THEY WAITED. Some distance away a guard leaned against the parapet, huddled in his cloak. He glanced at them incuriously. It was bitterly cold. The wind came whistling down through the Gates of Death, and below in the streets the watchfires shuddered and flared.


They waited, and still there was nothing.


Balin said impatiently, â��How can you know theyâ��re coming?â��


Stark shivered, a shallow rippling of the flesh that had nothing to do with cold, and every muscle of his body came alive. Phobos plunged downward. The moonlight dimmed and changed, and the plain was very empty, very still.


â��They will wait for darkness. They will have an hour or so, between moonset and dawn.â��


Thanis muttered, â��Dreams! Besides, Iâ��m cold.â�� She hesitated, and then crept in under Balinâ��s cloak. Stark had gone away from her. She watched him sulkily where he leaned upon the stone. He might have been part of it, as dark and unstirring.


Deimos sank low toward the west.


Stark turned his head, drawn inevitably to look toward the cliffs above Kushat, soaring upward to blot out half the sky. Here, close under them, they seemed to tower outward in a curving mass, like the last wave of eternity rolling down, crested white with the ash of shattered worlds.


I have stood beneath those cliffs before, I have felt them leaning down to crush me, and I have been afraid.


He was still afraid. The mind that had poured its memories into that crystal lens had been dead a million years, but neither time nor death had dulled the terror that beset Ban Cruach in his journey through that nightmare pass.


He looked into the black and narrow mouth of the Gates of Death, cleaving the scarp like a wound, and the primitive ape-thing within him cringed and moaned, oppressed with a sudden sense of fate.


He had come painfully across half a world, to crouch before the Gates of Death. Some evil magic had let him see forbidden things, had linked his mind in an unholy bond with the long-dead mind of one who had been half a god. These evil miracles had not been for nothing. He would not be allowed to go unscathed.


He drew himself up sharply then, and swore. He had left Nâ��Chaka behind, a naked boy running in a place of rocks and sun on Mercury. He had become Eric John Stark, a man, and civilized. He thrust the senseless premonition from him, and turned his back upon the mountains.


Deimos touched the horizon. A last gleam of reddish light tinged the snow, and then was gone.


Thanis, who was half asleep, said with sudden irritation, â��I do not believe in your barbarians. Iâ��m going home.â�� She thrust Balin aside and went away, down the steps.


The plain was now in utter darkness, under the faint, far Northern stars.


Stark settled himself against the parapet. There was a sort of timeless patience about him. Balin envied it. He would have liked to go with Thanis. He was cold and doubtful, but he stayed.


Time passed, endless minutes of it, lengthening into what seemed hours.


Stark said, â��Can you hear them?â��


â��No.â��


â��They come.â�� His hearing, far keener than Balinâ��s, picked up the little sounds, the vast inchoate rustling of an army on the move in stealth and darkness. Light-armed men, hunters, used to stalking wild beasts in the show. They could move softly, very softly.


â��I hear nothing,â�� Balin said, and again they waited.


The westering stars moved toward the horizon, and at length in the east a dim pallor crept across the sky.


The plain was still shrouded in night, but now Stark could make out the high towers of the King City of Kushat, ghostly and indistinctâ��the ancient, proud high towers of the rulers and their nobles, set above the crowded Quarters of merchants and artisans and thieves. He wondered who would be king in Kushat by the time this unrisen sun had set.


â��You were wrong,â�� said Balin, peering. â��There is nothing on the plain.â�� Stark said, â��Wait.â��


SWIFTLY NOW, in the thin air of Mars, the dawn came with a rush and a leap, flooding the world with harsh light. It flashed in cruel brilliance from sword-blades, from spearheads, from helmets and burnished mail, from the war-harness of beasts, glistened on bare russet heads and coats of leather, set the banners of the clans to burning, crimson and gold and green, bright against the snow.


There was no sound, not a whisper, in all the land.


Somewhere a hunting horn sent forth one deep cry to split the morning. Then burst out the wild skirling of the mountain pipes and the broken thunder of drums, and a wordless scream of exultation that rang back from the Wall of Kushat like the very voice of battle. The men of Mekh began to move.


Raggedly, slowly at first, then more swiftly as the press of warriors broke and flowed, the barbarians swept toward the city as water sweeps over a broken dam.


Knots and clumps of men, tall men running like deer, leaping, shouting, swinging their great brands. Riders, spurring their mounts until they fled belly down. Spears, axes, swordblades tossing, a sea of men and beasts, rushing, trampling, shaking the ground with the thunder of their going.


And ahead of them all came a solitary figure in black mail, riding a raking beast trapped all in black, and bearing a sable axe.


Kushat came to life. There was a swarming and a yelling in the streets, and soldiers began to pour up onto the Wall. A thin company, Stark thought, and shook his head. Mobs of citizens choked the alleys, and every rooftop was full. A troop of nobles went by, brave in their bright mail, to take up their post in the square by the great gate.


Balin said nothing, and Stark did not disturb his thoughts. From the look of him, they were dark indeed.


Soldiers came and ordered them off the the Wall. They went back to their own roof, where they were joined by Thanis. She was in a high state of excitement, but unafraid.


â��Let them attack!â�� she said. â��Let them break their spears against the Wall. They will crawl away again.â��


Stark began to grow restless. Up in their high emplacements, the big ballistas creaked and thrummed. The muted song of the bows became a wailing hum. Men fell, and were kicked off the ledges by their fellows. The blood-howl of the clans rang unceasing on the frosty air, and Stark heard the rap of scaling ladders against stone.


Thanis said abruptly, â��What is thatâ��that sound like thunder?â��


â��Rams,â�� he answered. â��They are battering the gate.â��


She listened, and Stark saw in her face the beginning of fear.


It was a long fight. Stark watched it hungrily from the roof all that morning. The soldiers of Kushat did bravely and well, but they were as folded sheep against the tall killers of the mountains. By noon the officers were beating the Quarters for men to replace the slain.


Stark and Balin went up again, onto the Wall.


The clans had suffered. Their dead lay in windrows under the Wall, amid the broken ladders. But Stark knew his barbarians. They had sat restless and chafing in the valley for many days, and now the battle-madness was on them and they were not going to be stopped.


Wave after wave of them rolled up, and was cast back, and came on again relentlessly. The intermittent thunder boomed still from the gates, where sweating giants swung the rams under cover of their own bowmen. And everywhere, up and down through the forefront of the fighting, rode the man in black armor, and wild cheering followed him.


Balin said heavily, â��It is the end of Kushat.â��


A LADDER banged against the stones a few feet away. Men swarmed up the rungs, fierce-eyed clansmen with laughter in their mouths, Stark was first at the head.


They had given him a spear. He spitted two men through with it and lost it, and a third man came leaping over the parapet. Stark received him into his arms.


Balin watched. He saw the warrior go crashing back, sweeping his fellows off the ladder. He saw Starkâ��s face. He heard the sounds and smelled the blood and sweat of war, and he was sick to the marrow of his bones, and his hatred of the barbarians was a terrible thing.


Stark caught up a dead manâ��s blade, and within ten minutes his arm was as red as a butcherâ��s. And ever he watched the winged helm that went back and forth below, a standard to the clans.


By mid-afternoon the barbarians had gained the Wall in three places. They spread inward along the ledges, pouring up in a resistless tide, and the defenders broke. The rout became a panic.


â��Itâ��s all over now,â�� Stark said. â��Find Thanis, and hide her.â��


Balin let fall his sword. â��Give me the talisman,â�� he whispered, and Stark saw that he was weeping. â��Give it me, and I will go beyond the Gates of Death and rouse Ban Cruach from his sleep. And if he has forgotten Kushat, I will take his power into my own hands. I will fling wide the Gates of Death and loose destruction on the men of Mekhâ��or if the legends are all lies, then I will die.â��


He was like a man crazed. â��Give me the talisman!â��


Stark slapped him, carefully and without heat, across the face. â��Get your sister, Balin. Hide her, unless you would be uncle to a red-haired brat.â��


He went then, like a man who has been stunned. Screaming women with their children clogged the ways that led inward from the Wall, and there was bloody work afoot on the rooftops and in the narrow alleys.


The gate was holding, still.


STARK FORCED his way toward the square. The booths of the hucksters were overthrown, the wine-jars broken and the red wine spilled. Beasts squealed and stamped, tired of their chafing harness, driven wild by the shouting and the smell of blood. The dead were heaped high where they had fallen from above.


They were all soldiers here, clinging grimly to their last foothold. The deep song of the rams shook the very stones. The iron-sheathed timbers of the gate gave back an answering scream, and toward the end all other sounds grew hushed. The nobles came down slowly from the Wall and mounted, and sat waiting.


There were fewer of them now. Their bright armor was dented and stained, and their faces had a pallor on them.


One last hammer-stroke of the rams.


With a bitter shriek the weakened bolts tore out, and the great gate was broken through.


The nobles of Kushat made their first, and final charge.


As soldiers they went up against the riders of Mekh, and as soldiers they held them until they died. Those that were left were borne back into the square, caught as in the crest of an avalanche. And first through the gates came the winged battle-mask of the Lord Ciaran, and the sable axe that drank menâ��s lives where it hewed.


There was a beast with no rider to claim it, tugging at its headrope. Stark swung onto the saddle pad and cut it free. Where the press was thickest, a welter of struggling brutes and men fighting knee to knee, there was the man in black armor, riding like a god, magnificent, born to war. Starkâ��s eyes shone with a strange, cold light. He struck his heels hard into the scaly flanks. The beast plunged forward.


In and over and through, making the long sword sing. The beast was strong, and frightened beyond fear. It bit and trampled, and Stark cut a path for them, and presently he shouted above the din,


â��Ho, there! Ciaran!â��


The black mask turned toward him, and the remembered voice spoke from behind the barred slot, joyously.


â��The wanderer. The wild man!â��


Their two mounts shocked together. The axe came down in a whistling curve, and a red swordblade flashed to meet it. Swift, swift, a ringing clash of steel, and the blade was shattered and the axe fallen to the ground.


Stark pressed in.


Ciaran reached for his sword, but his hand was numbed by the force of that blow and he was slow, a split second. The hilt of Starkâ��s weapon, still clutched in his own numbed grip, fetched him a stunning blow on the helm, so that the metal rang like a flawed bell.


The Lord Ciaran reeled back, only for a moment, but long enough. Stark grasped the war-mask and ripped it off, and got his hands around the naked throat.


He did not break that neck, as he had planned. And the Clansmen who had started in to save their leader stopped and did not move.


Stark knew now why the Lord Ciaran had never shown his face.


The throat he held was white and strong, and his hands around it were buried in a mane of red-gold hair that fell down over the shirt of mail. A red mouth passionate with fury, wonderful carving bone under sculptured flesh, eyes fierce and proud and tameless as the eyes of a young eagle, fire-blue, defying him, hating himâ�¦


â��By the gods,â�� said Stark, very softly. â��By the eternal gods!â��
   VI


A WOMAN! AND IN THAT moment of amazement, she was quicker than he.


There was nothing to warn him, no least flicker of expression. Her two fists came up together between his outstretched arms and caught him under the jaw with a force that nearly snapped his neck. He went over backward, clean out of the saddle, and lay sprawled on the bloody stones, half stunned, the wind knocked out of him.


The woman wheeled her mount. Bending low, she took up the axe from where it had fallen, and faced her warriors, who were as dazed as Stark.


â��I have led you well,â�� she said. â��I have taken you Kushat. Will any man dispute me?â��


They knew the axe, if they did not know her. They looked from side to side uneasily, completely at a loss, and Stark, still gasping on the ground, thought that he had never seen anything as proud and beautiful as she was then in her black mail, with her bright hair blowing and her glance like blue lightning.


The nobles of Kushat chose that moment to charge. This strange unmasking of the Mekhish lord had given them time to rally, and now they thought that the Gods had wrought a miracle to help them. They found hope, where they had lost everything but courage.


â��A wench!â�� they cried. â��A strumpet of the camps. A woman!â��


They howled it like an epithet, and tore into the barbarians.


She who had been the Lord Ciaran drove the spurs in deep, so that the beast leaped forward screaming. She went, and did not look to see if any had followed, in among the men of Kushat. And the great axe rose and fell, and rose again.


She killed three, and left two others bleeding on the stones, and not once did she look back.


The clansmen found their tongues.


â��Ciaran! Ciaran!â��


The crashing shout drowned out the sound of battle. As one man, they turned and followed her.


Stark, scrambling for his life underfoot, could not forbear smiling. Their childlike minds could see only two alternativesâ��to slay her out of hand, or to worship her. They had chosen to worship. He thought the bards would be singing of the Lord Ciaran of Mekh as long as there were men to listen.


He managed to take cover behind a wrecked booth, and presently make his way out of the square. They had forgotten him, for the moment. He did not wish to wait, just then, until theyâ��or sheâ��remembered.


She.


He still did not believe it, quite. He touched the bruise under his jaw where she had struck him, and thought of the lithe, swift strength of her, and the way she had ridden alone into battle. He remembered the death of Thord, and how she had kept her red wolves tamed, and he was filled with wonder, and a deep excitment.


He remembered what she had said to him onceâ��We are of one blood, though we be strangers.


He laughed, silently, and his eyes were very bright.


The tide of war had rolled on toward the King City, where from the sound of it there was hot fighting around the castle. Eddies of the main struggle swept shrieking through the streets, but the rat-runs under the Wall were clear. Everyone had stampeded inward, the victims with the victors close on their heels. The short northern day was almost gone.


He found a hiding place that offered reasonable safety, and settled himself to wait.


Night came, but he did not move. From the sounds that reached him, the sacking of Kushat was in full swing. They were looting the richer streets first. Their upraised voices were thick with wine, and mingled with the cries of women. The reflection of many fires tinged the sky.


By midnight the sounds began to slacken, and by the second hour after the city slept, drugged with wine and blood and the weariness of battle. Stark went silently out into the streets, toward the King City.


According to the immemorial pattern of Martian city-states, the castles of the king and the noble families were clustered together in solitary grandeur. Many of the towers were fallen now, the great halls open to the sky. Time had crushed the grandeur that had been Kushat, more fatally than the boots of any conqueror.


In the house of the king, the flamboys guttered low and the chieftains of Mekh slept with their weary pipers among the benches of the banquet hall. In the niches of the tall, carved portal, the guards nodded over their spears. They, too, had fought that day. Even so, Stark did not go near them.


Shivering slightly in the bitter wind, he followed the bulk of the massive walls until he found a postern door, half open as some kitchen knave had left it in his flight. Stark entered, moving like a shadow.


THE PASSAGEWAY was empty, dimly lighted by a single torch. A stairway branched off from it, and he climbed that, picking his way by guess and his memories of similar castles he had seen in the past,


He emerged into a narrow hall, obviously for the use of servants. A tapestry closed the end, stirring in the chill draught that blew along the floor. He peered around it, and saw a massive, vaulted corridor, the stone walls panelled in wood much split and blackened by time, but still showing forth the wonderful carvings of beasts and men, larger than life and overlaid with gold and bright enamel.


From the corridor a single doorway openedâ��and Otar slept before it, curled on a pallet like a dog.


Stark went back down the narrow hall. He was sure that there must be a back entrance to the kingâ��s chambers, and he found the little door he was looking for.


From there on was darkness. He felt his way, stepping with infinite caution, and presently there was a faint gleam of light filtering around the edges of another curtain of heavy tapestry.


He crept toward it, and heard a manâ��s slow breathing on the other side.


He drew the curtain back, a careful inch. The man was sprawled on a bench athwart the door. He slept the honest sleep of exhaustion, his sword in his hand, the stains of his dayâ��s work still upon him. He was alone in the small room. A door in the farther wall was closed.


Stark hit him, and caught the sword before it fell. The man grunted once and became utterly relaxed. Stark bound him with his own harness and shoved a gag in his mouth, and went on, through the door in the opposite wall.


The room beyond was large and high and full of shadows. A fire burned low on the hearth, and the uncertain light showed dimly the hangings and the rich stuffs that carpeted the floor, and the dark, sparse shapes of furniture.


Stark made out the lattice-work of a covered bed, let into the wall after the northern fashion.


She was there, sleeping, her red-gold hair the colour of the flames.


He stood a moment, watching her, and then, as though she sensed his presence, she stirred and opened her eyes.


She did not cry out. He had known that she would not. There was no fear in her. She said, with a kind of wry humor, â��I will have a word with my guards about this.â��


SHE FLUNG ASIDE the covering and rose. She was almost as tall as he, white-skinned and very straight. He noted the long thighs, the narrow loins and magnificent shoulders, the small virginal breasts. She moved as a man moves, without coquetry. A long furred gown, that Stark guessed had lately graced the shoulders of the king, lay over a chair. She put it on.


â��Well, wild man?â��


â��I have come to warn you.â�� He hesitated over her name, and she said, â��My mother named me Ciara, if that seems better to you.â�� She gave him her falconâ��s glance. â��I could have slain you in the square, but now I think you did me a service. The truth would have come out sometimeâ��better then, when they had no time to think about it.â�� She laughed. â��They will follow me now, over the edge of the world, if I ask them.â��


Stark said slowly, â��Even beyond the Gates of Death?â��


â��Certainly, there. Above all, there!â��


She turned to one of the tall windows and looked out at the cliffs and the high notch of the pass, touched with greenish silver by the little moons.


â��Ban Cruach was a great king. He came out of nowhere to rule the Norlands with a rod of iron, and men speak of him still as half a god. Where did he get his power, if not from beyond the Gates of Death? Why did he go back there at the end of his days, if not to hide away his secret? Why did he build Kushat to guard the pass forever, if not to hoard that power out of reach of all the other nations of Mars?


â��Yea, Stark. My men will follow me. And if they do not, I will go alone.â��


â��You are not Ban Cruach. Nor am I.â�� He took her by the shoulders. â��Listen, Ciara. Youâ��re already king in the Norlands, and half a legend as you stand. Be content.â��


â��Content!â�� Her face was close to his, and he saw the blaze of it, the white intensity of ambition and an iron pride. â��Are you content?â�� she asked him, â��Have you ever been content?â��


He smiled. â��For strangers, we do know each other well. No. But the spurs are not so deep in me.â��


â��The wind and the fire. One spends its strength in wandering, the other devours. But one can help the other. I made you an offer once, and you said you would not bargain unless you could look into my eyes. Look now!â��


He did, and his hands upon her shoulders trembled.


â��No,â�� he said harshly. â��Youâ��re a fool, Ciara. Would you be as Otar, mad with what you have seen?â��


â��Otar is an old man, and likely crazed before he crossed the mountains. Besidesâ��I am not Otar.â��


Stark said somberly, â��Even the bravest may break. Ban Cruach himselfâ�¦â��


She must have seen the shadow of that horror in his eyes, for he felt her body tense.


â��What of Ban Cruach? What do you know, Stark? Tell me!â��


He was silent, and she went from him angrily.


â��You have the talisman,â�� she said. â��That I am sure of. And if need be, I will flay you alive to get it!â�� She faced him across the room. â��But whether I get it or not, I will go through the Gates of Death. I must wait, now, until after the thaw. The warm wind will blow soon, and the gorges will be running full. But afterward, I will go, and no talk of fears and demons will stop me.â��


She began to pace the room with long strides, and the full skirts of the gown made a subtle whispering about her.


â��You do not know,â�� she said, in a low and bitter voice. â��I was a girl-child, without a name. By the time I could walk, I was a servant in the house of my grandfather. The two things that kept me living were pride and hate. I left my scrubbing of floors to practice arms with the young boys. I was beaten for it every day, but every day I went. I knew even then that only force would free me. And my father was a kingâ��s son, a good man of his hands. His blood was strong in me. I learned.â��


She held her head very high. She had earned the right to hold it so. She finished quietly, â��I have come a long way. I will not turn back now.â��


â��Ciara.â�� Stark came and stood before her. â��I am talking to you as a fighting man, an equal. There may be power behind the Gates of Death, I do not know. But this I have seenâ��madness, horror, an evil that is beyond our understanding.


â��I think you will not accuse me of cowardice. And yet I would not go into that pass for all the power of all the kings of Mars!â��


Once started, he could not stop. The full force of that dark vision of the talisman swept over him again in memory. He came closer to her, driven by the need to make her understand.


â��Yes, I have the talisman! And I have had a taste of its purpose. I think Ban Cruach left it as a warning, so that none would follow him. I have seen the temples and the palaces glitter in the ice. I have seen the Gates of Deathâ��not with my own eyes, Ciara, but with his. With the eyes and the memories of Ban Cruach!â��


He had caught her again, his hands strong on her strong arms.


â��Will you believe me, or must you see for yourselfâ��the dreadful things that walk those buried streets, the shapes that rise from nowhere in the mists of the pass?â��


Her gaze burned into his. Her breath was hot and sweet upon his lips, and she was like a sword between his hands, shining and unafraid.


â��Give me the talisman. Let me see!â��


He answered furiously, â��You are mad. As mad as Otar.â�� And he kissed her, in a rage, in a panic lest all that beauty be destroyedâ��a kiss as brutal as a blow, that left him shaken.


SHE BACKED AWAY slowly, one step, and he thought she would have killed him. He said heavily:


â��If you will see, you will. The thing is here.â��


He opened the boss and laid the crystal in her outstretched hand. He did not meet her eyes.


â��Sit down. Hold the flat side against your brow.â��


She sat, in a great chair of carven wood. Stark noticed that her hand was unsteady, her face the colour of white ash. He was glad she did not have the axe where she could reach it. She did not play at anger.


For a long moment she studied the intricate lens, the incredible depository of a manâ��s mind. Then she raised it slowly to her forehead.


He saw her grow rigid in the chair. How long he watched beside her he never knew. Seconds, an eternity. He saw her eyes turn blank and strange, and a shadow came into her face, changing it subtly, altering the lines, so that it seemed almost a stranger was peering through her flesh.


All at once, in a voice that was not her own, she cried out terribly, â��Oh gods of Mars!â��


The talisman dropped rolling to the floor, and Ciara fell forward into Starkâ��s arms.


He thought at first that she was dead. He carried her to the bed, in an agony of fear that surprised him with its violence, and laid her down, and put his hand over her heart.


It was beating strongly. Relief that was almost a sickness swept over him. He turned, searching vaguely for wine, and saw the talisman. He picked it up and put it back inside the boss. A jewelled flagon stood on a table across the room. He took it and started back, and then, abruptly, there was a wild clamor in the hall outside and Otar was shouting Ciaraâ��s name, pounding on the door.


It was not barred. In another moment they would burst through, and he knew that they would not stop to enquire what he was doing there.


He dropped the flagon and went out swiftly, the way he had come. The guard was still unconscious. In the narrow hall beyond, Stark hesitated. A womanâ��s voice was rising high above the tumult in the main corridor, and he thought he recognized it.


He went to the tapestry curtain and looked for the second time around its edge.


The lofty space was full of men, newly wakened from their heavy sleep and as nervous as so many bears. Thanis struggled in the grip of two of them. Her scarlet kirtle was torn, her hair flying in wild elf-locks, and her face was the face of a mad thing. The whole story of the doom of Kushat was written large upon it.


She screamed again and again, and would not be silenced.


â��Tell her, the witch that leads you! Tell her that she is already doomed to death; with all her army!â��


Otar opened up the door of Ciaraâ��s room.


Thanis surged forward. She must have fled through all that castle before she was caught, and Starkâ��s heart ached for her.


â��You!â�� she shrieked through the doorway, and poured out all the filth of the quarter upon Claraâ��s name. â��Balin has gone to bring doom upon you! He will open wide the Gates of Death, and then you will die!â��die!â��die!â��


Stark felt the shock of a terrible dread, as he let the curtain fall. Mad with hatred against conquerors, Balin had fulfilled his raging promise and had gone to fling open the Gates of Death.


Remembering his nightmare vision of the shining, evil ones whom Ban Cruach had long ago prisoned beyond those gates, Stark felt a sickness grow within him as he went down the stair and out the postern door.


It was almost dawn. He looked up at the brooding cliffs, and it seemed to him that the wind in the pass had a sound of laughter that mocked his growing dread.


He knew what he must do, if an ancient, mysterious horror was not to be released upon Kushat.


I may still catch Balin before he has gone too far! If I donâ��tâ��


He dared not think of that. He began to walk very swiftly through the night streets, toward the distant, towering Gates of Death.
   VII


IT WAS PAST NOON. HE HAD climbed high toward the saddle of the pass. Kushat lay small below him, and he could see now the pattern of the gorges, cut ages deep in the living rock, that carried the spring torrents of the watershed around the mighty ledge on which the city was built.


The pass itself was channeled, but only by its own snows and melting ice. It was too high for a watercourse. Nevertheless, Stark thought, a man might find it hard to stay alive if he were caught there by the thaw.


He had seen nothing of Balin. The gods knew how many hoursâ�� start he had. Stark imagined him, scrambling wild-eyed over the rocks, driven by the same madness that had sent Thanis up into the castle to call down destruction on Ciaraâ��s head.


The sun was brilliant but without warmth. Stark shivered, and the icy wind blew strong. The cliffs hung over him, vast and sheer and crushing, and the narrow mouth of the pass was before him. He would go no farther. He would turn back, now.


But he did not. He began to walk forward, into the Gates of Death.


The light was dim and strange at the bottom of that cleft. Little veils of mist crept and clung between the ice and the rock, thickened, became more dense as he went farther and farther into the pass. He could not see, and the wind spoke with many tongues, piping in the crevices of the cliffs.


The steps of the Earthman slowed and faltered. He had known fear in his life before. But now he was carrying the burden of two menâ��s terrorsâ��Ban Cruachâ��s, and his own.


He stopped, enveloped in the clinging mist. He tried to reason with himselfâ��that Ban Cruachâ��s fears had died a million years ago, that Otar had come this way and lived, and Balin had come also.


But the thin veneer of civilization sloughed away and left him with the naked bones of truth. His nostrils twitched to the smell of evil, the subtle unclean taint that only a beast, or one as close to it as he, can sense and know. Every nerve was a point of pain, raw with apprehension. An overpowering recognition of danger, hidden somewhere, mocking at him, made his very body change, draw in upon itself and flatten forward, so that when at last he went on again he was more like a four-footed thing than a man walking upright.


Infinitely wary, silent, moving surely over the ice and the tumbled rock, he followed Balin. He had ceased to think. He was going now on sheer instinct.


The pass led on and on. It grew darker, and in the dim uncanny twilight there were looming shapes that menaced him, and ghostly wings that brushed him, and a terrible stillness that was not broken by the eerie voices of the wind.


Rock and mist and ice. Nothing that moved or lived. And yet the sense of danger deepened, and when he paused the beating of his heart was like thunder in his ears.


Once, far away, he thought he heard the echoes of a manâ��s voice crying, but he had no sight of Balin.


The pass began to drop, and the twilight deepened into a kind of sickly night.


On and down, more slowly now, crouching, slinking, heavily oppressed, tempted to snarl at boulders and tear at wraiths of fog. He had no idea of the miles he had travelled. But the ice was thicker now, the cold intense.


The rock walls broke off sharply. The mist thinned. The pallid darkness lifted to a clear twilight. He came to the end of the Gates of Death.


Stark stopped. Ahead of him, almost blocking the end of the pass, something dark and high and massive loomed in the thinning mists.


It was a great cairn, and upon it sat a figure, facing outward from the Gates of Death as though it kept watch over whatever country lay beyond.


The figure of a man in antique Martian armor.


After a moment, Stark crept toward the cairn. He was still almost all savage, torn between fear and fascination.


He was forced to scramble over the lower rocks of the cairn itself. Quite suddenly he felt a hard shock, and a flashing sensation of warmth that was somehow inside his own flesh, and not in any tempering of the frozen air. He gave a startled leap forward, and whirled, looking up into the face of the mailed figure with the confused idea that it had reached down and struck him.


It had not moved, of course. And Stark knew, with no need of anyone to tell him, that he looked into the face of Ban Cruach.


IT WAS A FACE made for battles and for ruling, the bony ridges harsh and strong, the hollows under them worn deep with years. Those eyes, dark shadows under the rusty helm, had dreamed high dreams, and neither age nor death had conquered them.


And even in death, Ban Cruach was not unarmed.


Clad as for battle in his ancient mail, he held upright between his hands a mighty sword. The pommel was a ball of crystal large as a manâ��s fist, that held within it a spark of intense brilliance. The little, blinding flame throbbed with its own force, and the sword-blade blazed with a white, cruel radiance.


Ban Cruach, dead but frozen to eternal changelessness by the bitter cold, sitting here upon his cairn for a million years and warding forever the inner end of the Gates of Death, as his ancient city of Kushat warded the outer.


Stark took two cautious steps closer to Ban Cruach, and felt again the shock and the flaring heat in his blood. He recoiled, satisfied.


The strange force in the blazing sword made an invisible barrier across the mouth of the pass, protected Ban Cruach himself. A barrier of short waves, he thought, of the type used in deep therapy, having no heat in themselves but increasing the heat in body cells by increasing their vibration. But these waves were stronger than any he had known before.


A barrier, a wall of force, closing the inner end of the Gates of Death. A barrier that was not designed against man.


Stark shivered. He turned from the sombre, brooding form of Ban Cruach and his eyes followed the gaze of the dead king, out beyond the cairn.


He looked across this forbidden land within the Gates of Death.


At his back was the mountain barrier. Before him, a handful of miles to the north, the terminus of the polar cap rose like a cliff of bluish crystal soaring up to touch the early stars. Locked in between those two titanic walls was a great valley of ice.


White and glimmering that valley was, and very still, and very beautiful, the ice shaped gracefully into curving domes and hollows. And in the center of it stood a dark tower of stone, a cyclopean bulk that Stark knew must go down an unguessable distance to its base on the bedrock. It was like the tower in which Camar had died. But this one was not a broken ruin. It loomed with alien arrogance, and within its bulk pallid lights flickered eerily, and it was crowned by a cloud of shimmering darkness.


It was like the tower of his dread vision, the tower that he had seen, not as Eric John Stark, but as Ban Cruach!


Starkâ��s gaze dropped slowly from the evil tower to the curving ice of the valley. And the fear within him grew beyond all bounds.


He had seen that, too, in his vision. The glimmering ice, the domes and hollows of it. He had looked down through it at the city that lay beneath, and he had seen those who came and went in the buried streets.


Stark hunkered down. For a long while he did not stir.


He did not want to go out there. He did not want to go out from the grim, warning figure of Ban Cruach with his blazing sword, into that silent valley. He was afraid, afraid of what he might see if he went there and looked down through the ice, afraid of the final dread fulfillment of his vision.


But he had come after Balin, and Balin must be out there somewhere. He did not want to go, but he was himself, and he must.


HE WENT, going very softly, out toward the tower of stone. And there was no sound in all that land.


The last of the twilight had faded. The ice gleamed, faintly luminous under the stars, and there was light beneath it, a soft radiance that filled all the valley with the glow of a buried moon.


Stark tried to keep his eyes upon the tower. He did not wish to look down at what lay under his stealthy feet.


Inevitably, he looked.


The temples and the palaces glittering in the iceâ�¦


Level upon level, going down. Wells of soft light spanned with soaring bridges, slender spires rising, an endless variation of streets and crystal walls exquisitely patterned, above and below and overlapping, so that it was like looking down through a thousand giant snowflakes. A metropolis of gossamer and frost, fragile and lovely as a dream, locked in the clear, pure vault of the ice.


Stark saw the people of the city passing along the bright streets, their outlines blurred by the icy vault as things are half obscured by water. The creatures of vision, vaguely shining, infinitely evil.


He shut his eyes and waited until the shock and the dizziness left him. Then he set his gaze resolutely on the tower, and crept on, over the glassy sky that covered those buried streets.


Silence. Even the wind was hushed.


He had gone perhaps half the distance when the cry rang out.


It burst upon the valley with a shocking violence. â��Stark! Stark!â�� The ice rang with it, curving ridges picked up his name and flung it back and forth with eerie crystal voices, and the echoes fled out whispering Stark! Stark! until it seemed that the very mountains spoke.


Stark whirled about. In the pallid gloom between the ice and the stars there was light enough to see the cairn behind him, and the dim figure atop it with the shining sword.


Light enough to see Ciara, and the dark knot of riders who had followed her through the Gates of Death.


She cried his name again. â��Come back! Come back!â��


The ice of the valley answered mockingly, â��Come back! Come back!â�� and Stark was gripped with a terror that held him motionless.


She should not have called him. She should not have made a sound in that deathly place.


A manâ��s hoarse scream rose above the flying echoes. The riders turned and fled suddenly, the squealing, hissing beasts crowding each other, floundering wildly on the rocks of the cairn, stampeding back into the pass.


Ciara was left alone. Stark saw her fight the rearing beast she rode and then fling herself out of the saddle and let it go. She came toward him, running, clad all in her black armor, the great axe swinging high. â��Behind you, Stark! Oh, gods of Mars!â�� He turned then and saw them, coming out from the tower of stone, the pale, shining creatures that move so swiftly across the ice, so fleet and swift that no man living could outrun them.


HE SHOUTED to Ciara to turn back. He drew his sword and over his shoulder he cursed her in a black fury because he could hear her mailed feet coming on behind him.


The gliding creatures, sleek and slender, reedlike, bending, delicate as wraiths, their bodies shaped from northern rainbows of amethyst and roseâ��if they should touch Ciara, if their loathsome hands should touch herâ�¦


Stark let out one raging catlike scream, and rushed them.


The opalescent bodies slipped away beyond his reach. The creatures watched him.


They had no faces, but they watched. They were eyeless but not blind, earless, but not without hearing. The inquisitive tendrils that formed their sensory organs stirred and shifted like the petals of ungodly flowers, and the color of them was the white frost-fire that dances on the snow.


â��Go back, Ciara!â��


But she would not go, and he knew that they would not have let her. She reached him, and they set their backs together. The shining ones ringed them round, many feet away across the ice, and watched the long sword and the great hungry axe, and there was something in the lissome swaying of their bodies that suggested laughter.


â��You fool,â�� said Stark. â��You bloody fool.â��


â��And you?â�� answered Ciara. â��Oh, yes, I know about Balin. That mad girl, screaming in the palaceâ��she told me, and you were seen from the wall, climbing to the Gates of Death. I tried to catch you.â��


â��Why?â��


She did not answer that. â��They wonâ��t fight us, Stark. Do you think we could make it back to the cairn?â��


â��No. But we can try.â��


Guarding each othersâ�� backs, they began to walk toward Ban Cruach and the pass. If they could once reach the barrier, they would be safe.


Stark knew now what Ban Cruachâ��s wall of force was built against. And he began to guess the riddle of the Gates of Death.


The shining ones glided with them, out of reach. They did not try to bar the way. They formed a circle around the man and woman, moving with them and around them at the same time, an endless weaving chain of many bodies shining with soft jewel tones of color.


They drew closer and closer to the cairn, to the brooding figure of Ban Cruach and his sword. It crossed Starkâ��s mind that the creatures were playing with him and Ciara. Yet they had no weapons. Almost, he began to hopeâ�¦


From the tower where the shimmering cloud of darkness clung came a black crescent of force that swept across the icefield like a sickle and gathered the two humans in.


Stark felt a shock of numbing cold that turned his nerves to ice. His sword dropped from his hand, and he heard Ciaraâ��s axe go down. His body was without strength, without feeling, dead.


He fell, and the shining ones glided in toward him.
   VIII


TWICE BEFORE IN HIS LIFE Stark had come near to freezing. It had been like this, the numbness and the cold. And yet it seemed that the dark force had struck rather at his nerve centers than at his flesh.


He could not see Ciara, who was behind him, but he heard the metallic clashing of her mail and one small, whispered cry, and he knew that she had fallen, too.


The glowing creatures surrounded him. He saw their bodies bending over him, the frosty tendrils of their faces writhing as though in excitement or delight.


Their hands touched him. Little hands with seven fingers, deft and frail. Even his numbed flesh felt the terrible cold of their touch, freezing as outer space. He yelled, or tried to, but they were not abashed.


They lifted him and bore him toward the tower, a company of them, bearing his heavy weight upon their gleaming shoulders.


He saw the tower loom high and higher still above him. The cloud of dark force that crowned it blotted out the stars. It became too huge and high to see at all, and then there was a low flat arch of stone close above his face, and he was inside.


Straight overheadâ��a hundred feet, two hundred, he could not tellâ��was a globe of crystal, fitted into the top of the tower as a jewel is held in a setting.


The air around it was shadowed with the same eerie gloom that hovered outside, but less dense, so that Stark could see the smouldering purple spark that burned within the globe, sending out its dark vibrations.


A globe of crystal, with a heart of sullen flame. Stark remembered the sword of Ban Cruach, and the white fire that burned in its hilt.


Two globes, the bright-cored and the dark. The sword of Ban Cruach touched the blood with heat. The globe of the tower deadened the flesh with cold. It was the same force, but at opposite ends of the spectrum.


Stark saw the cryptic controls of that glooming globeâ��a bank of them, on a wide stone ledge just inside the tower, close beside him. There were shining ones on that ledge tending those controls, and there were other strange and massive mechanisms there too.


Flying spirals of ice climbed up inside the tower, spanning the great stone well with spidery bridges, joining icy galleries. In some of those galleries, Stark vaguely glimpsed rigid, gleaming figures like statues of ice, but he could not see them clearly as he was carried on.


He was being carried downward. He passed slits in the wall, and knew that the pallid lights he had seen through them were the moving bodies of the creatures as they went up and down these high-flung, icy bridges. He managed to turn his head to look down, and saw what was beneath him.


The well of the tower plunged down a good five hundred feet to bedrock, widening as it went. The web of ice-bridges and the spiral ways went down as well as up, and the creatures that carried him were moving smoothly along a transparent ribbon of ice no more than a yard in width, suspended over that terrible drop.


Stark was glad that he could not move just then. One instinctive start of horror would have thrown him and his bearers to the rock below, and would have carried Ciara with them.


Down and down, gliding in utter silence along the descending spiral ribbon. The great glooming crystal grew remote above him. Ice was solid now in the slots of the walls. He wondered if they had brought Balin this way.


There were other openings, wide arches like the one they had brought their captives through, and these gave Stark brief glimpses of broad avenues and unguessable buildings, shaped from the pellucid ice and flooded with the soft radiance that was like eerie moonlight.


At length, on what Stark took to be the third level of the city, the creatures bore him through one of these archways, into the streets beyond.


BELOW HIM NOW was the translucent thickness of ice that formed the floor of this level and the roof of the level beneath. He could see the blurred tops of delicate minarets, the clustering roofs that shone like chips of diamond.


Above him was an ice roof. Elfin spires rose toward it, delicate as needles. Lacy battlements and little domes, buildings star-shaped, wheel-shaped, the fantastic, lovely shapes of snow-crystals, frosted over with a sparkling foam of light.


The people of the city gathered along the way to watch, a living, shifting rainbow of amethyst and rose and green, against the pure blue-white. And there was no least whisper of sound anywhere.


For some distance they went through a geometric maze of streets. And then there was a cathedral-like building all arched and spired, standing in the center of a twelve-pointed plaza. Here they turned, and bore their captives in.


Stark saw a vaulted roof, very slim and high, etched with a glittering tracery that might have been carving of an alien sort, delicate as the weavings of spiders. The feet of his bearers were silent on the icy paving.


At the far end of the long vault sat seven of the shining ones in high seats marvellously shaped from the ice. And before them, grey-faced, shuddering with cold and not noticing it, drugged with a sick horror, stood Balin. He looked around once, and did not speak.


Stark was set on his feet, with Ciara beside him. He saw her face, and it was terrible to see the fear in her eyes, that had never shown fear before.


He himself was learning why men went mad beyond the Gates of Death.


Chill, dreadful fingers touched him expertly. A flash of pain drove down his spine, and he could stand again.


The seven who sat in the high seats were motionless, their bright tendrils stirring with infinite delicacy as though they studied the three humans who stood before them.


Stark thought he could feel a cold, soft fingering of his brain. It came to him that these creatures were probably telepaths. They lacked organs of speech, and yet they must have some efficient means of communications. Telepathy was not uncommon among the many races of the Solar System, and Stark had had experience with it before.


He forced his mind to relax. The alien impulse was instantly stronger. He sent out his own questing thought and felt it brush the edges of a consciousness so uttely foreign to his own that he knew he could never probe it, even had he had the skill.


He learned one thingâ��that the shining faceless ones looked upon him with equal horror and loathing. They recoiled from the unnatural human features, and most of all, most strongly, they abhorred the warmth of human flesh. Even the infinitesimal amount of heat radiated by their half-frozen human bodies caused the ice-folk discomfort.


Stark marshalled his imperfect abilities and projected a mental question to the seven.


â��What do you want of us?â��


The answer came back, faint and imperfect, as though the gap between their alien minds was almost too great to bridge. And the answer was one word.


â��Freedom!â��


Balin spoke suddenly. He voiced only a whisper, and yet the sound was shockingly loud in that crystal vault.


â��They have asked me already. Tell them no, Stark! Tell them no!â��


He looked at Ciara then, a look of murderous hatred. â��If you turn them loose upon Kushat, I will kill you with my own hands before I die.â��


Stark spoke again, silently, to the seven. â��I do not understand.â��


AGAIN the struggling, difficult thought. â��We are the old race, the kings of the glacial ice. Once we held all the land beyond the mountains, outside the pass you call the Gates of Death.â��


Stark had seen the ruins of the towers out on the moors. He knew how far their kingdom had extended.


â��We controlled the ice, far outside the polar cap. Our towers blanketed the land with the dark force drawn from Mars itself, from the magnetic field of the planet. That radiation bars out heat, from the Sun, and even from the awful winds that blow warm from the south. So there was never any thaw. Our cities were many, and our race was great.


â��Then came Ban Cruach, from the southâ�¦


â��He waged a war against us. He learned the secret of the crystal globes, and learned how to reverse their force and use it against us. He, leading his army, destroyed our towers one by one, and drove us backâ�¦


â��Mars needed water. The outer ice was melted, our lovely cities crumbled to nothing, so that creatures like Ban Cruach might have water! And our people died.


â��We retreated at the last, to this our ancient polar citadel behind the Gates of Death. Even here, Ban Cruach followed. He destroyed even this tower once, at the time of the thaw. But this city is founded in polar iceâ��and only the upper levels were harmed. Even Ban Cruach could not touch the heart of the eternal polar cap of Mars!


â��When he saw that he could not destroy us utterly, he set himself in death to guard the Gates of Death with his blazing sword, that we might never again reclaim our ancient dominion.


â��That is what we mean when we ask for freedom. We ask that you take away the sword of Ban Cruach, so that we may once again go out through the Gates of Death!â��


Stark cried aloud, hoarsely, â��No!â��


He knew the barren deserts of the south, the wastes of red dust, the dead sea bottomsâ��the terrible thirst of Mars, growing greater with every year of the million that had passed since Ban Cruach locked the Gates of Death.


He knew the canals, the pitiful waterways that were all that stood between the people of Mars and extinction. He remembered the yearly release from death when the spring thaw brought the water rushing down from the north.


He thought of these cold creatures going forth, building again their great towers of stone, sheathing half a world in ice that would never melt. He thought of the people of Jekkara and Valkis and Barrakesh, of the countless cities of the south, watching for the flood that did not come, and falling at last to mingle their bodies with the blowing dust.


He said again, â��No. Never.â��


The distant thought-voice of the seven spoke, and this time the question was addressed to Ciara.


Stark saw her face. She did not know the Mars he knew, but she had memories of her ownâ��the mountain-valleys of Mekh, the moors, the snowy gorges. She looked at the shining ones in their high seats, and said,


â��If I take that sword, it will be to use it against you as Ban Cruach did!â��


Stark knew that the seven had understood the thought behind her words. He felt that they were amused.


â��The secret of that sword was lost a million years ago, the day Ban Cruach died. Neither you nor anyone now knows how to use it as he did. But the swordâ��s radiations of warmth still lock us here.


â��We cannot approach that sword, for its vibrations of heat slay us if we do. But you warm-bodied ones can approach it. And you will do so, and take it from its place. One of you will take it!â��


They were very sure of that.


â��We can see, a little way, into your evil minds. Much we do not understand. Butâ��the mind of the large man is full of the womanâ��s image, and the mind of the woman turns to him. Also, there is a link between the large man and the small man, less strong, but strong enough.â��


The thought-voice of the seven finished, â��The large man will take away the sword for us because he mustâ��to save the other two.â��


Ciara turned to Stark. â��They cannot force you, Stark. Donâ��t let them. No matter what they do to me, donâ��t let them!â��


Balin stared at her with a certain wonder. â��You would die, to protect Kushat?â��


â��Not Kushat alone, though its people too are human,â�� she said, almost angrily. â��There are my red wolvesâ��a wild pack, but my own. And others.â�� She looked at Balin. â��What do you say? Your life against the Norlands?â��


Balin made an effort to lift his head as high as hers, and the red jewel flashed in his ear. He was a man crushed by the falling of his world, and terrified by what his mad passion had led him into, here beyond the Gates of Death. But he was not afraid to die.


He said so, and even Ciara knew that he spoke the truth.


But the seven were not dismayed. Stark knew that when their thought-voice whispered in his mind,


â��It is not death alone you humans have to fear, but the manner of your dying. You shall see that, before you choose.â��


SWIFTLY, SILENTLY, those of the ice-folk who had borne the captives into the city came up from behind, where they had stood withdrawn and waiting. And one of them bore a crystal rod like a sceptre, with a spark of ugly purple burning in the globed end.


Stark leaped to put himself between them and Ciara. He struck out, raging, and because he was almost as quick as they, he caught one of the slim luminous bodies between his hands.


The utter coldness of that alien flesh burned his hands as frost will burn. Even so, he clung on, snarling, and saw the tendrils writhe and stiffen as though in pain.


Then, from the crystal rod, a thread of darkness spun itself to touch his brain with silence, and the cold that lies between the worlds.


He had no memory of being carried once more through the shimmering streets of that elfin, evil city, back to the stupendous well of the tower, and up along the spiral path of ice that soared those dizzy hundreds of feet from bedrock to the glooming crystal globe. But when he again opened his eyes, he was lying on the wide stone ledge at ice-level.


Beside him was the arch that led outside. Close above his head was the control bank that he had seen before.


Ciara and Balin were there also, on the ledge. They leaned stiffly against the stone wall beside the control bank, and facing them was a squat, round mechanism from which projected a sort of wheel of crystal rods.


Their bodies were strangely rigid, but their eyes and minds were awake. Terribly awake. Stark saw their eyes, and his heart turned within him.


Ciara looked at him. She could not speak, but she had no need to. No matter what they do to meâ�¦


She had not feared the swordsmen of Kushat. She had not feared her red wolves, when He unmasked her in the square. She was afraid now. But she warned him, ordered him not to save her.


They cannot force you. Stark! Donâ��t let them.


And Balin, too, pleaded with him for Kushat.


They were not alone on the ledge. The ice-folk clustered there, and out upon the flying spiral pathway, on the narrow bridges and the spans of fragile ice, they stood in hundreds watching, eyeless, faceless, their bodies drawn in rainbow lines across the dimness of the shaft.


Starkâ��s mind could hear the silent edges of their laughter. Secret, knowing laughter, full of evil, full of triumph, and Stark was filled with a corroding terror.


He tried to move, to crawl toward Ciara standing like a carven image in her black mail. He could not.


Again her fierce, proud glance met his. And the silent laughter of the ice-folk echoed in his mind, and he thought it very strange that in this moment, now, he should realize that there had never been another woman like her on all of the worlds of the Sun.


The fear she felt was not for herself. It was for him.


Apart from the multitudes of the ice-folk, the group of seven stood upon the ledge. And now their thought-voice spoke to Stark, saying,


â��Look about you. Behold the men who have come before you through the Gates of Death!â��


Stark raised his eyes to where their slender fingers pointed, and saw the icy galleries around the tower, saw more clearly the icy statues in them that he had only glimpsed before.


MEN, set like images in the galleries. Men whose bodies were sheathed in a glittering mail of ice, sealing them forever. Warriors, nobles, fanatics and thievesâ��the wanderers of a million years who had dared to enter this forbidden valley, and had remained forever.


He saw their faces, their tortured eyes wide open, their features frozen in the agony of a slow and awful death.


â��They refused us,â�� the seven whispered. They would not take away the sword. And so they died, as this woman and this man will die, unless you choose to save them.


â��We will show you, human, how they died!â��


One of the ice-folk bent and touched the squat, round mechanism that faced Balin and Ciara. Another shifted the pattern of control on the master-bank.


The wheel of crystal rods on that squat mechanism began to turn. The rods blurred, became a disc that spun faster and faster.


High above in the top of the tower the great globe brooded, shrouded in its cloud of shimmering darkness. The disc became a whirling blur. The glooming shadow of the globe deepened, coalesced. It began to lengthen and descend, stretching itself down toward the spinning disc.


The crystal rods of the mechanism drank the shadow in. And out of that spinning blur there came a subtle weaving of threads of darkness, a gossamer curtain winding around Ciara and Balin so that their outlines grew ghostly and the pallor of their flesh was as the pallor of snow at night.


And still Stark could not move.


The veil of darkness began to sparkle faintly. Stark watched it, watched the chill motes brighten, watched the tracery of frost whiten over Ciaraâ��s mail, touch Balmâ��s dark hair with silver.


Frost. Bright, sparkling, beautiful, a halo of frost around their bodies. A dust of splintered diamond across their faces, an aureole of brittle light to crown their heads.


Frost. Flesh slowly hardening in marbly whiteness, as the cold slowly increased And yet their eyes still lived, and saw, and understood.


The thought-voice of the seven spoke again.


â��You have only minutes now to decide! Their bodies cannot endure too much, and live again. Behold their eyes, and how they suffer!


â��Only minutes, human! Take away the sword of Ban Cruach! Open for us the Gates of Death, and we will release these two, alive.â��


Stark felt again the flashing stab of pain along his nerves, as one of the shining creatures moved behind him. Life and feeling came back into his limbs.


He struggled to his feet. The hundreds of the ice-folk on the bridges and galleries watched him in an eager silence.


He did not look at them. His eyes were on Ciaraâ��s. And now, her eyes pleaded.


â��Donâ��t, Stark! Donâ��t barter the life of the Norlands for me!â��


The thought-voice beat at Stark, cutting into his mind with cruel urgency.


â��Hurry, human! They are already beginning to die. Take away the sword, and let them live!â��


Stark turned. He cried out, in a voice that made the icy bridges tremble:


â��I will take the sword!â��


He staggered out, then. Out through the archway, across the ice, toward the distant cairn that blocked the Gates of Death.
   IX


ACROSS THE GLOWING ICE OF the valley Stark went at a stumbling run that grew swifter and more sure as his cold-numbed body began to regain its functions. And behind him, pouring out of the tower to watch, came the shining ones.


They followed after him, gliding lightly. He could sense their excitement, the cold, strange ecstasy of triumph. He knew that already they were thinking of the great towers of stone rising again above the Norlands, the crystal cities still and beautiful under the ice, all vestige of the ugly citadels of man gone and forgotten.


The seven spoke once more, a warning.


â��If you turn toward us with the sword, the woman and the man will die. And you will die as well. For neither you nor any other can now use the sword as a weapon of offense.â��


Stark ran on. He was thinking then only of Ciara, with the frost-crystals gleaming on her marble flesh and her eyes full of mute torment.


The cairn loomed up ahead, dark and high. It seemed to Stark that the brooding figure of Ban Cruach watched him coming with those shadowed eyes beneath the rusty helm. The great sword blazed between those dead, frozen hands.


The ice-folk had slowed their forward rush. They stopped and waited, well back from the cairn.


Stark reached the edge of tumbled rock. He felt the first warm flare of the force-waves in his blood, and slowly the chill began to creep out from his bones. He climbed, scrambling upward over the rough stones of the cairn.


Abruptly, then, at Ban Cruachâ��s feet, he slipped and fell. For a second it seemed that he could not move.


His back was turned toward the ice-folk. His body was bent forward, and shielded so, his hands worked with feverish speed.


From his cloak he tore a strip of cloth. From the iron boss he took the glittering lens, the talisman of Ban Cruach. Stark laid the lens against his brow, and bound it on.


The remembered shock, the flood and sweep of memories that were not his own. The mind of Ban Cruach thundering its warning, its hard-won knowledge of an ancient, epic war â�¦


He opened his own mind wide to receive those memories. Before he had fought against them. Now he knew that they were his one small chance in this swift gamble with death. Two things only of his own he kept firm in that staggering tide of another manâ��s memories. Two namesâ��Ciara and Balin.


He rose up again. And now his face had a strange look, a curious duality. The features had not changed, but somehow the lines of the flesh had altered subtly, so that it was almost as though the old unconquerable king himself had risen again in battle.


He mounted the last step or two and stood before Ban Cruach. A shudder ran through him, a sort of gathering and settling of the flesh, as though Starkâ��s being had accepted the stranger within it. His eyes, cold and pale as the very ice that sheathed the valley, burned with a cruel light.


He reached and took the sword, out of the frozen hands of Ban Cruach.


As though it were his own, he knew the secret of the metal rings that bound its hilt, below the ball of crystal. The savage throb of the invisible radiation beat in his quickening flesh. He was warm again, his blood running swiftly, his muscles sure and strong. He touched the rings and turned them.


The fan-shaped aura of force that had closed the Gates of Death narrowed in, and as it narrowed it leaped up from the blade of the sword in a tongue of pale fire, faintly shimmering, made visible now by the full focus of its strength.


Stark felt the wave of horror bursting from the minds of the ice-folk as they perceived what he had done, And he laughed.


His bitter laughter rang harsh across the valley as he turned to face them, and he heard in his brain the shuddering, silent shriek that went up from all that gathered companyâ�¦


â��Ban Cruach! Ban Cruach has returned!â��


They had touched his mind. They knew.


HE LAUGHED AGAIN, and swept the sword in a flashing arc, and watched the long bright blade of force strike out more terrible than steel, against the rainbow bodies of the shining ones.


They fell. Like flowers under a scythe they fell, and all across the ice the ones who were yet untouched turned about in their hundreds and fled back toward the tower.


Stark came leaping down the cairn, the talisman of Ban Cruach bound upon his brow, the sword of Ban Cruach blazing in his hand.


He swung that awful blade as he ran. The force-beam that sprang from it cut through the press of creatures fleeing before him, hampered by their own numbers as they crowded back through the archway.


He had only a few short seconds to do what he had to do.


Rushing with great strides across the ice, spurning the withered bodies of the deadâ�¦ And then, from the glooming darkness that hovered around the tower of stone, the black cold beam struck down.


Like a coiling whip it lashed him. The deadly numbness invaded the cells of his flesh, ached in the marrow of his bones. The bright force of the sword battled the chill invaders, and a corrosive agony tore at Starkâ��s inner body where the antipathetic radiations waged war.


His steps faltered. He gave one hoarse cry of pain, and then his limbs failed and he went heavily to his knees.


Instinct only made him cling to the sword. Waves of blinding anguish racked him. The coiling lash of darkness encircled him, and its touch was the abysmal cold of outer space, striking deep into his heart.


Hold the sword close, hold it closer, like a shield. The pain is great, but I will not die unless I drop the sword.


Ban Cruach the mighty had fought this fight before.


Stark raised the sword again, close against his body. The fierce pulse of its brightness drove back the cold. Not far, for the freezing touch was very strong. But far enough so that he could rise again and stagger on.


The dark force of the tower writhed and licked about him. He could not escape it. He slashed it in a blind fury with the blazing sword, and where the forces met a flicker of lightning leaped in the air, but it would not be beaten back.


He screamed at it, a raging cat-cry that was all Stark, all primitive fury at the necessity of pain. And he forced himself to run, to drag his tortured body faster across the ice. Because Ciara is dying, because the dark cold wants me to stopâ�¦


The ice-folk jammed and surged against the archway, in a panic hurry to take refuge far below in their many-levelled city. He raged at them, too. They were part of the cold, part of the pain. Because of them Ciara and Balin were dying. He sent the blade of force lancing among them, his hatred rising full tide to join the hatred of Ban Cruach that lodged in his mind.


Stab and cut and slash with the long terrible beam of brightness. They fell and fell, the hideous shining folk, and Stark sent the light of Ban Cruachâ��s weapon sweeping through the tower itself, through the openings that were like windows in the stone.


Again and again, stabbing through those open slits as he ran. And suddenly the dark beam of force ceased to move. He tore out of it, and it did not follow him, remaining stationary as though fastened to the ice.


The battle of forces left his flesh. The pain was gone. He sped on to the tower.


He was close now. The withered bodies lay in heaps before the arch. The last of the ice-folk had forced their way inside.


Holding the sword level like a lance, Stark leaped in through the arch, into the tower.


THE SHINING ONES were dead where the destroying warmth had touched them. The flying spiral ribbons of ice were swept clean of them, the arching bridges and the galleries of that upper part of the tower.


They were dead along the ledge, under the control bank. They were dead across the mechanism that spun the frosty doom around Ciara and Balin. The whirling disc still hummed.


Below, in that stupendous well, the crowding ice-folk made a seething pattern of color on the narrow ways. But Stark turned his back on them and ran along the ledge, and in him was the heavy knowledge that he had come too late.


The frost had thickened around Ciara and Balin. It encrusted them like stiffened lace, and now their flesh was overlaid with a diamond shell of ice.


Surely they could not live!


He raised the sword to smite down at the whirring disc, to smash it, but there was no need. When the full force of that concentrated beam struck it, meeting the focus of shadow that it held, there was a violent flare of light and a shattering of crystal. The mechanism was silent.


The glooming veil was gone from around the ice-shelled man and woman. Stark forgot the creatures in the shaft below him. He turned the blazing sword full upon Ciara and Balin.


It would not affect the thin covering of ice. If the woman and the man were dead, it would not affect their flesh, any more than it had Ban Cruachâ��s. But if they lived, if there was still a spark, a flicker beneath that frozen mail, the radiation would touch their blood with warmth, start again the pulse of life in their bodies.


He waited, watching Ciaraâ��s face. It was still as marble, and as white.


Somethingâ��instinct, or the warning mind of Ban Cruach that had learned a million years ago to beware the creatures of the iceâ��made him glance behind him.


Stealthy, swift and silent, up the winding ways they came. They had guessed that he had forgotten them in his anxiety. The sword was turned away from them now, and if they could take him from behind, stun him with the chill force of the sceptrelike rods they carriedâ�¦


He slashed them with the sword. He saw the flickering beam go down and down the shaft, saw the bodies fall like drops of rain, rebounding here and there from the flying spans and carrying the living with them.


He thought of the many levels of the city. He thought of all the countless thousands that must inhabit them. He could hold them off in the shaft as long as he wished if he had no other need for the sword. But he knew that as soon as he turned his back they would be upon him again, and if he should once fallâ�¦


He could not spare a moment, or a chance.


He looked at Ciara, not knowing what to do, and it seemed to him that the sheathing frost had melted, just a little, around her face.


Desperately, he struck down again at the creatures in the shaft, and then the answer came to him.


He dropped the sword. The squat, round mechanism was beside him, with its broken crystal wheel. He picked it up.


It was heavy. It would have been heavy for two men to lift, but Stark was a driven man. Grunting, swaying with the effort, he lifted it and let it fall, out and down.


Like a thunderbolt it struck among those slender bridges, the spiderweb of icy strands that spanned the shaft. Stark watched it go, and listened to the brittle snapping of the ice, the final crashing of a million shards at the bottom far below.


He smiled, and turned again to Ciara, picking up the sword.


IT WAS HOURS LATER. Stark walked across the glowing ice of the valley, toward the cairn. The sword of Ban Cruach hung at his side. He had taken the talisman and replaced it in the boss, and he was himself again.


Ciara and Balin walked beside him. The color had come back into their faces, but faintly, and they were still weak enough to be glad of Starkâ��s hands to steady them.


At the foot of the cairn they stopped, and Stark mounted it alone.


He looked for a long moment into the face of Ban Cruach. Then he took the sword, and carefully turned the rings upon it so that the radiation spread out as it had before, to close the Gates of Death.


Almost reverently, he replaced the sword in Ban Cruachâ��s hands. Then he turned and went down over the tumbled stones.


The shimmering darkness brooded still over the distant tower. Underneath the ice, the elfin city still spread downward. The â��shining ones would rebuild their bridges in the shaft, and go on as they had before, dreaming their cold dreams of ancient power.


But they would not go out through the Gates of Death. Ban Cruach in his rusty mail was still lord of the pass, the warder of the Norlands.


Stark said to the others, â��Tell the story in Kushat. Tell it through the Norlands, the story of Ban Cruach and why he guards the Gates of Death. Men have forgotten. And they should not forget.â��


They went out of the valley then, the two men and the woman. They did not speak again, and the way out through the pass seemed endless.


Some of Ciaraâ��s chieftains met them at the mouth of the pass above Kushat. They had waited there, ashamed to return to the city without her, but not daring to go back into the pass again. They had seen the creatures of the valley, and they were still afraid.


They gave mounts to the three. They themselves walked behind Ciara, and their heads were low with shame.


They came into Kushat through the riven gate, and Stark went with Ciara to the King City, where she made Balin follow too.


â��Your sister is there,â�� she said. â��I have had her cared for.â��


The city was quiet, with the sullen apathy that follows after battle. The men of Mekh cheered Ciara in the streets. She rode proudly, but Stark saw that her face was gaunt and strained.


He, too, was marked deep by what he had seen and done, beyond the Gates of Death.


They went up into the castle.


Thanis took Balin into her arms, and wept. She had lost her first wild fury, and she could look at Ciara now with a restrained hatred that had a tinge almost of admiration.


â��You fought for Kushat,â�� she said, unwillingly, when she had heard the story. â��For that, at least, I can thank you.â��


She went to Stark then, and looked up at him. â��Kushat, and my brotherâ��s lifeâ�¦â�� She kissed him, and there were tears on her lips. But she turned to Ciara with a bitter smile.


â��No one can hold him, any more than the wind can be held. You will learn that.â��


She went out then with Balin, and left Stark and Ciara alone, in the chambers of the king.


CIARA SAID, â��The little one is very shrewd.â�� She unbuckled the hauberk and let it fall, standing slim in her tunic of black leather, and walked to the tall windows that looked out upon the mountains. She leaned her head wearily against the stone.


â��An evil day, an evil deed. And now I have Kushat to govern, with no reward of power from beyond the Gates of Death. How man can be misled!â��


Stark poured wine from the flagon and brought it to her. She looked at him over the rim of the cup, with a certain wry amusement.


â��The little one is shrewd, and she is right. I donâ��t know that I can be as wise as sheâ�¦ Will you stay with me, Stark, or will you go?â��


He did not answer at once, and she asked him, â��What hunger drives you, Stark? It is not conquest, as it was with me. What are you looking for that you cannot find?â��


He thought back across the years, back to the beginningâ��to the boy Nâ��Chaka who had once been happy with Old One and little Tika, in the blaze and thunder and bitter frosts of a valley in the Twilight Belt of Mercury. He remembered how all that had ended, under the guns of the minersâ��the men who were his own kind.


He shook his head. â��I donâ��t know. It doesnâ��t matter.â�� He took her between his two hands, feeling the strength and the splendor of her, and it was oddly difficult to find words.


â��I want to stay, Ciara. Now, this minute, I could promise that I would stay forever. But I know myself. You belong here, you will make Kushat your own. I donâ��t. Someday I will go.â��


Ciara nodded. â��My neck, also, was not made for chains, and one country was too little to hold me. Very well, Stark. Let it be so.â��


She smiled, and let the wine-cup fall.


The End.
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"I said to hell with Plot. I'm going to write stories about people that ... I'm sick of formula, I'm sick of Hero, Heroine, Heavy." 


Included in this book: Legends of literature : the best articles, interviews, and essays from the archives of Writer's digest magazine /â�� edited by Phillip Sexton. 
   Also Titled Writer's digest (Cincinnati, Ohio). 
   Other Authors Sexton, Phillip. 
   Edition 1st ed. 
   Published Cincinnati, Ohio : Writer's Digest ; Newton Abbot : David â�� Charles [distributor], c2007. "


A quote from a recent Writer's Digest article, given here :-


http://shutupandcolor.com/2009/12/speaking-of-writing-on-writing.html
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Unseen.


Leigh Brackett: American science fiction writer--her life and work
   by Carr, John Leonard, Ph.D., The Ohio State University, 1988 , 240 pages; AAT 8820263


"Abstract (Summary)
   Leigh Brackett (1915-1978) was a versatile and respected genre writer. She wrote film scripts, detective novels, a western, science fiction and science fantasy, radio and television scripts, even scripts for Batman and Superman comic books. Just before her death she completed the first draft of the screenplay for the George Lucas film, The Empire Strikes Back. However, her reputation today rests primarily on the romantic space opera, derived from Edgar Rice Burroughs, that she wrote for pulp science fiction adventure magazines, especially for Planet Stories.


My dissertation opens with a life of Leigh Brackett. Much of the material comes from written sources: her own writing; her interviews (including several previously unpublished); what others wrote about her. A good deal of original research was also conducted. I interviewed, often at considerable length and sometimes several times, more than twenty of her friends and fellow writers. A significant amount of previously unknown information was uncovered."


My second chapter, besides containing a brief history of pulp magazines in America, also attempts to recreate the working conditions and attitudes of the pulp writer. In particular, I discuss the unusual evolution of the science fiction magazines. Chapter three considers Leigh Brackett as a pulp writer, especially in her persona "Queen of the Space Opera." The characteristic traits of the fiction she wrote for the pulps are analyzed. The five stories in The Coming of the Terrans (1967) are examined in detail, as is a representative Brackett science fiction adventure novel, The Starmen of Llyrdis (1952), and one of the strongest of her science fantasies, People of the Talisman (1964).


My final chapter is given to Brackett's last and longest novel, The Book of Skaith (1976). I relate the novel to her earlier pulp work, but show as well the extent and variety of the changes she made in the pulp model. The Book of Skaith is Leigh Brackett's best integration of science fiction and fantasy.


http://library.ohio-state.edu/record=b2644057~S7
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THE VANISHING VENUSIANS


I


The breeze was steady enough, but it was not in a hurry. It filled the lug sail just hard enough to push the dirty weed-grown hull through the water, and no harder. Matt Harker lay alongside the tiller and counted the trickles of sweat crawling over his nakedness, and stared with sullen, opaque eyes into the indigo night. Anger, leashed and impotent, rose in his throat like bitter vomit.


The seaâ��Rory McLaren's Venusian wife called it the Sea of Morning Opalsâ��lay unstirring, black, streaked with phosphorescence. The sky hung low over it, the thick cloud blanket of Venus that had made the Sun a half-remembered legend to the exiles from Earth. Riding lights burned in the blue gloom, strung out in line. Twelve ships, thirty-eight hundred people, going no place, trapped in the interval between birth and death and not knowing what to do about it.


Matt Harker glanced upward at the sail and then at the stern lantern of the ship ahead. His face, in the dim glow that lights Venus even at night, was a gaunt oblong of shadows and hard bone, seamed and scarred with living, with wanting and not having, with dying and not being dead. He was a lean man, wiry and not tall, with a snake-like surety of motion.


Somebody came scrambling quietly aft along the deck, avoiding the sleeping bodies crowded everywhere. Harker said, without emotion, "Hi, Rory."


Rory McLaren said, "Hi, Matt." He sat down. He was young, perhaps half Harker's age. There was still hope in his face, but it was growing tired. He sat for a while without speaking, looking at nothing, and then said, "Honest to God, Matt, how much longer can we last?"


"What's the matter, kid? Starting to crack?"


"I don't know. Maybe. When are we going to stop somewhere?"


"When we find a place to stop."


"Is there a place to stop? Seems like ever since I was born we've been hunting. There's always something wrong. Hostile natives, or fever, or bad soil, always something, and we go on again. It's not right. It's not any way to try to live."


Harker said, "I told you not to go having kids."


"What's that got to do with it?"


"You start worrying. The kid isn't even here yet, and already you're worrying."


"Sure I am." McLaren put his head in his hands suddenly and swore. Harker knew he did that to keep from crying. "I'm worried," McLaren said, "that maybe the same thing'll happen to my wife and kid that happened to yours. We got fever aboard."


Harker's eyes were like blown coals for an instant. Then he glanced up at the sail and said, "They'd be better off if it didn't live."


"That's no kind of a thing to say."


"It's the truth. Like you asked me, when are we going to stop somewhere? Maybe never. You bellyache about it ever since you were born. Well, I've been at it longer than that. Before you were born I saw our first settlement burned by the Cloud People, and my mother and father crucified in their own vineyard. I was there when this trek to the Promised Land began, back on Earth, and I'm still waiting for the promise."


The sinews in Harker's face were drawn like knots of wire. His voice had a terrible quietness.


"Your wife and kid would be better off to die now, while Viki's still young and has hope, and before the child ever opens its eyes."
   Sim, the big black man, relieved Harker before dawn. He started singing, softlyâ��something mournful and slow as the breeze, and beautiful. Harker cursed him and went up into the bow to sleep, but the song stayed with him. Oh, I looked over Jordan, and what did I see, comin' for to carry me home . . . .


Harker slept. Presently he began to moan and twitch, and then cry out. People around him woke up. They watched with interest. Harker was a lone wolf awake, ill-tempered and violent. When, at long intervals, he would have one of his spells, no one was anxious to help him out of it. They liked peeping inside of Harker when he wasn't looking.


Harker didn't care. He was playing in the snow again. He was seven years old, and the drifts were high and white, and above them the sky was so blue and clean that he wondered if God mopped it every few days like Mom did the kitchen floor. The sun was shining. It was like a great gold coin, and it made the snow burn like crushed diamonds. He put his arms up to the sun, and the cold air slapped him with clean hands, and he laughed. And then it was all gone . . . .


"By gawd." somebody said. "Ain't them tears on his face?"


"Bawling. Bawling like a little kid. Listen at him."


"Hey," said the first one sheepishly. "Reckon we oughta wake him up?"


"Hell with him, the old sour-puss. Hey, listen to that . . . !"


"Dad," Harker whispered. "Dad, I want to go home."
   The dawn came like a sifting of fire-opals through the layers of pearl-gray cloud. Harker heard the yelling dimly in his sleep. He felt dull and tired, and his eyelids stuck together. The yelling gradually took shape and became the word "Land!" repeated over and over. Harker kicked himself awake and got up.


The tideless sea glimmered with opaline colors under the mist. Flocks of little jewel-scaled sea-dragons rose up from the ever-present floating islands of weed, and the weed itself, part of it, writhed and stretched with sentient life.


Ahead there was a long low hummock of muddy ground fading into tangled swamp. Beyond it, rising sheer into the clouds, was a granite cliff, a sweeping escarpment that stood like a wall against the hopeful gaze of the exiles.


Harker found Rory McLaren standing beside him, his arm around Viki, his wife. Viki was one of several Venusians who had married into the Earth colony. Her skin was clear white, her hair a glowing silver, her lips vividly red. Her eyes were like the sea, changeable, full of hidden life. Just now they had that special look that the eyes of women get when they're thinking about creation. Harker looked away.


McLaren said, "It's land."


Harker said, "It's mud. It's swamp. It's fever. It's like the rest."


Viki said, "Can we stop here, just a little while?"


Harker shrugged. "That's up to Gibbons." He wanted to ask what the hell difference it made where the kid was born, but for once he held his tongue. He turned away. Somewhere in the waist a woman was screaming in delirium. There were three shapes wrapped in ragged blankets and laid on planks by the port scuppers. Harker's mouth twitched in a crooked smile.


"We'll probably stop long enough to bury them," he said. "Maybe that'll be time enough."


He caught a glimpse of McLaren's face. The hope in it was not tired any more. It was dead. Dead, like the rest of Venus.


Gibbons called the chief men together aboard his shipâ��the leaders, the fighters and hunters and seamen, the tough leathery men who were the armor around the soft body of the colony. Harker was there, and McLaren. McLaren was young, but up until lately he had had a quality of optimism that cheered his shipmates, a natural leadership.


Gibbons was an old man. He was the original guiding spirit of the five thousand colonists who had come out from Earth to a new start on a new world. Time and tragedy, disappointment and betrayal had marked him cruelly, but his head was still high. Harker admired his guts while cursing him for an idealistic fool.


The inevitable discussion started as to whether they should try a permanent settlement on this mud flat or go on wandering over the endless, chartless seas. Harker said impatiently:


"For cripesake, look at the place. Remember the last time. Remember the time before that, and stop bleating."


Sim, the big black, said quietly, "The people are getting awful tired. A man was meant to have roots some place. There's going to be trouble pretty soon if we don't find land."


Harker said, "You think you can find some, pal, go to it."


Gibbons said heavily, "But he's right. There's hysteria, fever, dysentery and boredom, and the boredom's worst of all."


McLaren said, "I vote to settle."


Harker laughed. He was leaning by the cabin port, looking out at the cliffs. The gray granite looked clean above the swamp. Harker tried to pierce the clouds that hid the top, but couldn't. His dark eyes narrowed. The heated voices behind him faded into distance. Suddenly he turned and said, "Sir, I'd like permission to see what's at the top of those cliffs."


There was complete silence. Then Gibbons said slowly, "We've lost too many men on journeys like that before, only to find the plateau uninhabitable."


"There's always the chance. Our first settlement was in the high plateaus, remember. Clean air, good soil, no fever."


"I remember," Gibbons said. "I remember." He was silent for a while, then he gave Harker a shrewd glance. "I know you, Matt. I might as well give permission."


Harker grinned. "You won't miss me much anyhow. I'm not a good influence anymore." He started for the door. "Give me three weeks. You'll take that long to careen and scrape the bottoms anyhow. Maybe I'll come back with something."


McLaren said, "I'm going with you, Matt."


Harker gave him a level-eyed stare. "You better stay with Vila."


"If there's good land up there, and anything happens to you so you can't come back and tell us . . . ."


"Like not bothering to come back, maybe?"


"I didn't say that. Like we both won't come back. But two is better than one."


Harker smiled. The smile was enigmatic and not very nice. Gibbons said, "He's right, Matt." Harker shrugged. Then Sim stood up.


"Two is good," he said, "but three is better." He turned to Gibbons. "There's nearly five hundred of us, sir. If there's new land up there, we ought to share the burden of finding it."


Gibbons nodded. Harker said, "You're crazy, Sim. Why you want to do all that climbing, maybe to no place?"


Sim smiled. His teeth were unbelievably white in the sweat-polished blackness of his face. "But that's what my people always done, Matt. A lot of climbing, to no place."


They made their preparations and had a last night's sleep. McLaren said goodbye to Viki. She didn't cry. She knew why he was going. She kissed him, and all she said was, "Be careful." All he said was, "I'll be back before he's born."


They started at dawn, carrying dried fish and sea-berries made into pemmican, and their long knives and ropes for climbing. They had long ago run out of ammunition for their few blasters, and they had no equipment for making more. All were adept at throwing spears, and carried three short ones barbed with bone across their backs.


It was raining when they crossed the mud flat, wading thigh-deep in heavy mist. Harker led the way through the belt of swamp. He was an old hand at it, with an uncanny quickness in spotting vegetation that was as independently alive and hungry as he was. Venus is one vast hothouse, and the plants have developed into species as varied and marvelous as the reptiles or the mammals, crawling out of the pre-Cambrian seas as primitive flagellates and growing wills of their own, with appetites and motive power to match. The children of the colony learned at an early age not to pick flowers. The blossoms too often bit back.


The swamp was narrow, and they came out of it safely. A great swamp-dragon, a leshen, screamed not far off, but they hunt by night, and it was too sleepy to chase them. Harker stood finally on firm ground and studied the cliff.


The rock was roughened by weather, hacked at by ages of erosion, savaged by earthquake. There were stretches of loose shale and great slabs that looked as though they would peel off at a touch, but Harker nodded.


"We can climb it," he said. "Question is, how high is up?"


Sim laughed. "High enough for the Golden City, maybe. Have we all got a clear conscience? Can't carry no load of sin that far!"


Rory McLaren looked at Harker.


Harker said, "All right, I confess. I don't care if there's land up there or not. All I wanted was to get the hell out of that damn boat before I went clean nuts. So now you know."


McLaren nodded. He didn't seem surprised. "Let's climb."


By morning of the second day they were in the clouds. They crawled upward through opal-tinted steam, half liquid, hot and unbearable. They crawled for two more days. The first night or two Sim sang during his watch, while they rested on some ledge. After that he was too tired. McLaren began to give out, though he wouldn't say so. Matt Harker grew more taciturn and ill-tempered, if possible, but otherwise there was no change. The clouds continued to hide the top of the cliff.


During one rest break McLaren said hoarsely, "Don't these cliffs ever end?" His skin was yellowish, his eyes glazed with fever.


"Maybe," said Harker, "they go right up beyond the sky." The fever was on him again, too. It lived in the marrow of the exiles, coming out at intervals to shake and sear them, and then retreating. Sometimes it did not retreat, and after nine days there was no need.


McLaren said, "You wouldn't care if they did, would you?"


"I didn't ask you to come."


"But you wouldn't care."


"Ah, shut up."


McLaren went for Harker's throat.


Harker hit him, with great care and accuracy. McLaren sagged down and took his head in his hands and wept. Sim stayed out of it.


He shook his head, and after a while he began to sing to himself, or someone beyond himself. "Oh, nobody knows the trouble I see . . . ."


Harker pulled himself up. His ears rang and he shivered uncontrollably, but he could still take some of McLaren's weight on himself. They were climbing a steep ledge, fairly wide and not difficult.


"Let's get on," said Harker.


About two hundred feet beyond that point the ledge dipped and began to go down again in a series of broken steps. Overhead the cliff face bulged outward. Only a fly could have climbed it. They stopped. Harker cursed with vicious slowness. Sim closed his eyes and smiled. He was a little crazy with fever himself.


"Golden City's at the top. That's where I'm going."


He started off along the ledge, following its decline toward a jutting shoulder, around which it vanished. Harker laughed sardonically. McLaren pulled free of him and went doggedly after Sim. Harker shrugged and followed.


Around the shoulder the ledge washed out completely.


They stood still. The steaming clouds shut them in before, and behind was a granite wall hung within thick fleshy creepers. Dead end.


"Well?" said Harker.


McLaren sat down. He didn't cry, or say anything. He just sat. Sim stood with his arms hanging and his chin on his huge black chest. Harker said, "See what I meant, about the Promised Land? Venus is a fixed wheel, and you can't win."


It was then that he noticed the cool air. He had thought it was just a fever chill, but it lifted his hair, and it had a definite pattern on his body. It even had a cool, clean smell to it. It was blowing out through the creepers.


Harker began ripping with his knife. He broke through into a cave mouth, a jagged rip worn smooth at the bottom by what must once have been a river.


"That draft is coming from the top of the plateau," Harker said. "Wind must be blowing up there and pushing it down. There may be a way through."


McLaren and Sim both showed a slow, terrible growth of hope. The three of them went without speaking into the tunnel.


II


They made good time. The clean air acted as a tonic, and hope spurred them on. The tunnel sloped upward rather sharply, and presently Harker heard water, a low thunderous murmur as of an underground river up ahead. It was utterly dark, but the smooth channel of stone was easy to follow.


Sim said, "Isn't that light up ahead?"


"Yeah," said Harker. "Some kind of phosphorescence. I don't like that river. It may stop us."


They went on in silence. The glow grew stronger, the air more damp. Patches of phosphorescent lichen appeared on the walls, glimmering with dim jewel tones like an unhealthy rainbow. The roar of the water was very loud.


They came upon it suddenly. It flowed across the course of their tunnel in a broad channel worn deep into the rock, so that its level had fallen below its old place and left the tunnel dry. It was a wide river, slow and majestic. Lichen spangled the roof and walls, reflecting in dull glints of color from the water.


Overhead there was a black chimney going up through the rock, and the cool draft came from there with almost hurricane force, much of which was dissipated in the main river tunnel. Harker judged there was a cliff formation on the surface that siphoned the wind downward. The chimney was completely inaccessible.


Harker said, "I guess we'll have to go upstream, along the side." The rock was eroded enough to make that possible, showing wide ledges at different levels.


McLaren said, "What if this river doesn't come from the surface? What if it starts from an underground source?"


"You stuck your neck out," Harker said. "Come on."


They started. After a while, tumbling like porpoises in the black water, the golden creatures swam by, and saw the men, and stopped, and swam back again.


They were not very large, the largest about the size of a twelve-year-old child. Their bodies were anthropoid, but adapted to swimming with shimmering webs. They glowed with a golden light, phosphorescent like the lichen, and their eyes were lidless and black, like one huge spreading pupil. Their faces were incredible. Harker could remember, faintly, the golden dandelions that grew on the lawn in summer. The heads and faces of the swimmers were like that, covered with streaming petals that seemed to have independent movements, as though they were sensory organs as well as decoration.


Harker said, "For cripesake, what are they?"


"They look like flowers," McLaren said.


"They look more like fish," the black man said.


Harker laughed. "I'll bet they're both. I'll bet they're plannies that grew where they had to be amphibious." The colonists had shortened plant-animal to planimal, and then just planny. "I've seen gimmicks in the swamps that weren't so far away from these. But jeez, get the eyes on 'em! They look human."


"The shape's human, too, almost." McLaren shivered. "I wish they wouldn't look at us that way."


Sim said, "As long as they just look. I'm not gonna worry . . . ."


They didn't. They started to close in below the men, swimming effortlessly against the current. Some of them began to clamber out on the low ledge behind them. They were agile and graceful. There was something unpleasantly child-like about them. There were fifteen or twenty of them, and they reminded Harker of a gang of mischievous ladsâ��only the mischief had a queer soulless quality of malevolence.


Harker led the way faster along the ledge. His knife was drawn and he carried a short spear in his right hand.


The tone of the river changed. The channel broadened, and up ahead Harker saw that the cavern ended in a vast shadowy place, the water spreading into a dark lake, spilling slowly out over a low wide lip of rock. More of the shining child-things were playing there. They joined their fellows, closing the ring tighter around the three men.


"I don't like this," McLaren said. "If they'd only make a noise!"


They did, suddenlyâ��a shrill tittering like a blasphemy of childish laughter. Their eyes shone. They rushed in, running wetly along the ledge, reaching up out of the water to claw at ankles, laughing. Inside his tough flat belly Harker's guts turned over.


McLaren yelled and kicked. Claws raked his ankle, spiny needle-sharp things like thorns. Sim ran his spear clean through a golden breast. There were no bones in it. The body was light and membranous, and the blood that ran out was sticky and greenish, like sap. Harker kicked two of the things back in the river, swung his spear like a ball bat and knocked two more off the ledgeâ��they were unbelievably lightâ��and shouted, "Up there, that high ledge. I don't think they can climb that."


He thrust McLaren bodily past him and helped Sim fight a rearguard action while they all climbed a rotten and difficult transit. McLaren crouched at the top and hurled chunks of stone at the attackers. There was a great crack running up and clear across the cavern roof, scar of some ancient earthquake. Presently a small slide started.


"Okay," Harker panted. "Quit before you bring the roof down. They can't follow us." The plannies were equipped for swimming, not climbing. They clawed angrily and slipped back, and then retreated sullenly to the water. Abruptly they seized the body with Sim's spear through it and devoured it, quarreling fiercely over it. McLaren leaned over the edge and was sick.


Harker didn't feel so good himself. He got up and went on. Sim helped McLaren, whose ankle was bleeding badly.


This higher ledge angled up and around the wall of the great lake-cavern. It was cooler and drier here, and the lichens thinned out, and vanished, leaving total darkness. Harker yelled once. From the echo of his voice the place was enormous.


Down below in the black water golden bodies streaked like comets in an ebon universe, going somewhere, going fast. Harker felt his way carefully along. His skin twitched with a nervous impulse of danger, a sense of something unseen, unnatural, and wicked.


Sim said, "I hear something."


They stopped. The blind air lay heavy with a subtle fragrance, spicy and pleasant, yet somehow unclean. The water sighed lazily far below. Somewhere ahead was a smooth rushing noise which Harker guessed was the river inlet. But none of that was what Sim meant.


He meant the rippling, rustling sound that came from everywhere in the cavern. The black surface of the lake was dotted now with spots of burning phosphorescent color, trailing fiery wakes. The spots grew swiftly, coming nearer, and became carpets of flowers, scarlet and blue and gold and purple. Floating fields of them, and towed by shining swimmers.


"My God," said Harker softly. "How big are they?"


"Enough to make three of me." Sim was a big man. "Those little ones were children, all right. They went and got their papas. Oh, Lord!"


The swimmers were very like the smaller ones that attacked them by the river, except for their giant size. They were not cumbersome.


They were magnificent, supple-limbed and light. Their membranes had spread into great shining wings, each rib tipped with fire. Only the golden dandelion heads had changed.


They had shed their petals. Their adult heads were crowned with flat, coiled growths having the poisonous and filthy beauty of fungus. And their faces were the faces of men.


For the first time since childhood Harker was cold.


The fields of burning flowers were swirled together at the base of the cliff. The golden giants cried out suddenly, a sonorous belling note, and the water was churned to blazing foam as thousands of flower-like bodies broke away and started up the cliff on suckered, spidery legs.


It didn't look as though it was worth trying, but Harker said, "Let's get the hell on!" There was a faint light now, from the army below. He began to run along the ledge, the others close on his heels. The flower-hounds coursed swiftly upward, and their masters swam easily below, watching.


The ledge dropped. Harker shot along it like a deer. Beyond the lowest dip it plunged into the tunnel whence the river came. A short tunnel, and at the far end . . .


"Daylight!" Harker shouted. "Daylight!"


McLaren's bleeding leg gave out and he fell.


Harker caught him. They were at the lowest part of the dip. The flower-beasts were just below, rushing higher. McLaren's foot was swollen, the calf of his leg discolored. Some swift infection from the planny's claws. He fought Harker. "Go on," he said. "Go on!"


Harker slapped him hard across the temple. He started on, half carrying McLaren, but he saw it wasn't going to work. McLaren weighed more than he did. He thrust McLaren into Sim's powerful arms. The big black nodded and ran, carrying the half-conscious man like a child. Harker saw the first of the flower-things flow up onto the ledge in front of them.


Sim hurdled them. They were not large, and there were only three of them. They rushed to follow and Harker speared them, slashing and striking with the sharp bone tip. Behind him the full tide rushed up. He ran, but they were faster. He drove them back with spear and knife, and ran again, and turned and fought again, and by the time they had reached the tunnel Harker was staggering with weariness.


Sim stopped. He said, "There's no way out."


Harker glanced over his shoulder. The river fell sheer down a high face of rockâ��too high and with too much force in the water even for the giant water-plannies to think of attempting. Daylight poured through overhead, warm and welcoming, and it might as well have been on Mars.


Dead end.


Then Harker saw the little eroded channel twisting up at the side. Little more than a drain-pipe, and long dry, leading to a passage beside the top of the fallsâ��a crack barely large enough for a small man to crawl through. It was a hell of a ragged hope, but . . . .


Harker pointed, between jabs at the swarming flowers. Sim yelled, "You first." Because Harker was the best climber, he obeyed, helping the gasping McLaren up behind him. Sim wielded his spear like a lightning brand, guarding the rear, creeping up inch by inch.


He reached a fairly secure perch, and stopped. His huge chest pumped like a bellows, his arm rose and fell like a polished bar of ebony. Harker shouted to him to come on. He and McLaren were almost at the top.


Sim laughed. "How you going to get me through that little bitty hole?"


"Come on, you fool!"


"You better hurry. I'm about finished."


"Sim! Sim, damn you!"


"Crawl out through that hole, runt, and pull that stringbean with you! I'm a man-sized man, and I got to stay." Then, furiously, "Hurry up or they'll drag you back before you're through."


He was right. Harker knew he was right. He went to work pushing and jamming McLaren through the narrow opening. McLaren was groggy and not much help, but he was thin and small-boned, and he made it. He rolled out on a slope covered with green grass, the first Harker had seen since he was a child. He began to struggle after McLaren. He did not look back at Sim.


The black man was singing, about the glory of the coming of the Lord.


Harker put his head back into the darkness of the creek. "Sim!"


"Yeah?" Faintly, hoarse, echoing.


"There's land here, Sim. Good land."


"Yeah."


"Sim, we'll find a way . . . ."


Sim was singing again. The sound grew fainter, diminishing downward into distance. The words were lost, but not what lay behind them. Matt Harker buried his face in the green grass, and Sim's voice went with him into the dark.


The clouds were turning color with the sinking of the hidden sun. They hung like a canopy of hot gold washed in blood. It was utterly silent, except for the birds. Birds. You never heard birds like that down in the low places. Matt Harker rolled over and sat up slowly. He felt as though he had been beaten. There was a sickness in him, and a shame, and the old dark anger lying coiled and deadly above his heart.


Before him lay the long slope of grass to the river, which bent away to the left out of sight behind a spur of granite. Beyond the slope was a broad plain and then a forest of gigantic trees. They seemed to float in the coppery haze, their dark branches outspread like wings and starred with flowers. The air was cool, with no taint of mud or rot. The grass was rich, the soil beneath it clean and sweet.


Rory McLaren moaned softly and Harker turned. His leg looked bad. He was in a sort of stupor, his skin flushed and dry. Harker swore softly, wondering what he was going to do.


He looked back toward the plain, and he saw the girl.


He didn't know how she got there. Perhaps out of the bushes that grew in thick clumps on the slope. She could have been there a long time, watching. She was watching now, standing quite still about forty feet away. A great scarlet butterfly clung to her shoulder, moving its wings with lazy delight.


She seemed more like a child than a woman. She was naked, small and slender and exquisite. Her skin had a faint translucent hint of green under its whiteness. Her hair, curled short to her head, was deep blue, and her eyes were blue also, and very strange.


Harker stared at her, and she at him, neither of them moving. A bright bird swooped down and hovered by her lips for a moment, caressing her with its beak. She touched it and smiled, but she did not take her eyes from Harker.


Harker got to his feet, slowly, easily. He said, "Hello."


She did not move, nor make a sound, but quite suddenly a pair of enormous birds, beaked and clawed like eagles and black as sin, made a whistling rush down past Harker's head and returned, circling. Harker sat down again.


The girl's strange eyes moved from him, upward to the crack in the hillside whence he had come. Her lips didn't move, but her voiceâ��or somethingâ��spoke clearly inside Harker's head.


"You came fromâ��There." There had tremendous feeling in it, and none of it nice.


Harker said, "Yes. A telepath, huh?"


"But you're not . . . ." A picture of the golden swimmers formed in Harker's mind. It was recognizable, but hatred and fear had washed out all the beauty, leaving only horror.


Harker said, "No." He explained about himself and McLaren. He told about Sim. He knew she was listening carefully to his mind, testing it for truth. He was not worried about what she would find. "My friend is hurt," he said. "We need food and shelter."


For some time there was no answer. The girl was looking at Harker again. His face, the shape and texture of his body, his hair, and then his eyes. He had never been looked at quite that way before. He began to grin. A provocative, be-damned-to-you grin that injected a surprising amount of light and charm into his sardonic personality.


"Honey," he said, "you are terrific. Animal, mineral, or vegetable?"


She tipped her small round head in surprise, and asked his own question right back. Harker laughed. She smiled, her mouth making a small inviting V, and her eyes had sparkles in them. Harker started toward her.


Instantly the birds warned him back. The girl laughed, a mischievous ripple of merriment. "Come," she said, and turned away.


Harker frowned. He leaned over and spoke to McLaren, with peculiar gentleness. He managed to get the boy erect, and then swung him across his shoulders, staggering slightly under the weight. McLaren said distinctly, "I'll be back before he's born."


Harker waited until the girl had started, keeping his distance. The two black birds followed watchfully. They walked out across the thick grass of the plain, toward the trees. The sky was now the color of blood.


A light breeze caught the girl's hair and played with it. Matt Harker saw that the short curled strands were broad and flat, like blue petals.


III


It was a long walk to the forest. The top of the plateau seemed to be bowl-shaped, protected by encircling cliffs. Harker, thinking back to that first settlement long ago, decided that this place was infinitely better. It was like the visions he had seen in fever-dreamsâ��the Promised Land. The coolness and cleanness of it were like having weights removed from your lungs and heart and body.


The rejuvenating air didn't make up for McLaren's weight, however. Presently Harker said, "Hold it," and sat down, tumbling McLaren gently onto the grass. The girl stopped. She came back a little way and watched Harker, who was blowing like a spent horse. He grinned up at her.


"I'm shot." he said. "I've been too busy for a man of my age. Can't you get hold of somebody to help me carry him?"


Again she studied him with puzzled fascination. Night was closing in, a clear indigo, less dark than at sea level. Her eyes had a curious luminosity in the gloom.


"Why do you do that?" she asked.


"Do what?"


"Carry it."


By "it" Harker guessed she meant McLaren. He was suddenly, coldly conscious of a chasm between them that no amount of explanation could bridge. "He's my friend. He's . . . I have to."


She studied his thought and then shook her head. "I don't understand. It's spoiledâ��" her thought-image was a combination of "broken," "finished," and "useless"â��"Why carry it around?"


"McLaren's not an it. He's a man like me, my friend. He's hurt, and I have to help him."


"I don't understand." Her shrug said it was his funeral, also that he was crazy. She started on again, paying no attention to Harker's call for her to wait. Perforce, Harker picked up McLaren and staggered on again. He wished Sim were here, and immediately wished he hadn't thought of Sim. He hoped Sim had died quickly beforeâ��before what? Oh God, it's dark and I'm scared and my belly's all gone to cold water, and that thing trotting ahead of me through the blue haze . . .


The thing was beautiful, though. Beautifully formed, fascinating, a curved slender gleam of moonlight, a chaliced flower holding the mystic, scented nectar of the unreal, the unknown, the undiscovered. Harker's blood began, in spite of himself, to throb with a deep excitement.


They came under the fragrant shadows of the trees. The forest was open, with broad mossy ridges and clearings. There were flowers underfoot, but no brush, and clumps of ferns. The girl stopped and stretched up her hand. A feathery branch, high out of her reach, bent and brushed her face, and she plucked a great pale blossom and set it in her hair.


She turned and smiled at Harker. He began to tremble, partly with weariness, partly with something else.


"How do you do that?" he asked.


She was puzzled. "The branch, you mean? Oh, that!" She laughed. It was the first sound he had heard her make, and it shot through him like warm silver. "I just think I would like a flower, and it comes."


Teleportation, telekinetic energyâ��what did the books call it? Back on Earth they knew something about that, but the colony hadn't had much time to study even its own meager library. There had been some religious sect that could make roses bend into their hands. Old wisdom, the force behind the Biblical miracles, just the infinite power of thought. Very simple. Yeah. Harker wondered uneasily whether she could work it on him, too. But then, he had a brain of his own. Or did he?


"What's your name?" he asked.


She gave a clear, trilled sound. Harker tried to whistle it and gave up. Some sort of tone-language, he guessed, without words as he knew them. It sounded as though theyâ��her people, whatever they wereâ��had copied the birds.


"I'll call you Button," he said. "Bachelor Buttonâ��but you wouldn't know."


She picked the image out of his mind and sent it back to him. Blue fringe-topped flowers nodding in his mother's china bowl. She laughed again and sent her black birds away and led on into the forest, calling out like an oriole. Other voices answered her, and presently, racing the light wind between the trees, her people came.


They were like her. There were males, slender little creatures like young boys, and girls like Button. There were several hundred of them, all naked, all laughing and curious, their lithe pliant bodies flitting moth-fashion through the indigo shadows. They were topped with petalsâ��Harker called them that, though he still wasn't sureâ��of all colors from blood-scarlet to pure white.


They trilled back and forth. Apparently Button was telling them all about how she found Harker and McLaren. The whole mob pushed on slowly through the forest and ended finally in a huge clearing where there were only scattered trees. A spring rose and made a little lake, and then a stream that wandered off among the ferns.


More of the little people came, and now he saw the young ones. All sizes, from tiny thin creatures on up, replicas of their elders. There were no old ones. There were none with imperfect or injured bodies. Harker, exhausted and on the thin edge of a fever-bout, was not encouraged.


He set McLaren down by the spring. He drank, gasping like an animal, and bathed his head and shoulders. The forest people stood in a circle, watching. They were silent now. Harker felt coarse and bestial, somehow, as though he had belched loudly in church.


He turned to McLaren. He bathed him, helped him drink, and set about fixing the leg. He needed light, and he needed flame.


There were dry leaves, and mats of dead moss in the rocks around the spring. He gathered a pile of these. The forest people watched. Their silent luminous stare got on Harker's nerves. His hands were shaking so that he made four tries with his flint and steel before he got a spark.


The tiny flicker made the silent ranks stir sharply. He blew on it. The flames licked up, small and pale at first, then taking hold, growing, crackling. He saw their faces in the springing light, their eyes stretched with terror. A shrill crying broke from them and then they were gone, like rustling leaves before a wind.


Harker drew his knife. The forest was quiet now. Quiet but not at rest. The skin crawled on Harker's back, over his scalp, drew tight on his cheekbones. He passed the blade through the flame. McLaren looked up at him. Harker said, "It's okay, Rory," and hit him carefully on the point of the jaw. McLaren lay still. Harker stretched out the swollen leg and went to work.


It was dawn again. He lay by the spring in the cool grass, the ashes of his fire gray and dead beside the dark stains. He felt rested, relaxed, and the fever seemed to have gone out of him. The air was like wine.


He rolled over on his back. There was a wind blowing. It was a live, strong wind, with a certain smell to it. The trees were rollicking, almost shouting with pleasure. Harker breathed deeply. The smell, the pure clean edge . . .


Suddenly he realized that the clouds were high, higher than he had ever known them to be. The wind swept them up, and the daylight was bright, so bright that . . .


Harker sprang up. The blood rushed in him. There was a stinging blur in his eyes. He began to run, toward a tall tree, and he flung himself upward into the branches and climbed, recklessly, into the swaying top.


The bowl of the valley lay below him, green, rich, and lovely. The gray granite cliffs rose around it, grew higher in the direction from which the wind blew. Higher and higher, and beyond them, far beyond, were mountains, flung towering against the sky.


On the mountains, showing through the whipping veils of cloud, there was snow, white and cold and blindingly pure, and as Harker watched there was a gleam, so quick and fleeting that he saw it more with his heart than with his eyes . . . . Sunlight. Snowfields, and above them, the sun.


After a long time he clambered down again into the silence of the glade. He stood there, not moving, seeing what he had not had time to see before.


Rory McLaren was gone. Both packs, with food and climbing ropes and bandages and flint and steel were gone. The short spears were gone. Feeling on his hip, Harker found nothing but bare flesh. His knife and even his breech-clout had been taken.


A slender, exquisite body moved forward from the shadows of the trees. Huge white blossoms gleamed against the curly blue that crowned the head. Luminous eyes glanced up at Harker, full of mockery and a subtle animation. Button smiled.


Matt Harker walked toward Button, not hurrying, his hard sinewy face blank of expression. He tried to keep his mind that way, too. "Where is the other one, my friend?"


"In the finish-place." She nodded vaguely toward the cliffs near where Harker and McLaren had escaped from the caves. Her thought-image was somewhere between rubbish-heap and cemetery, as nearly as Harker could translate it. It was also completely casual, a little annoyed that time should be wasted on such trifles.


"Did you . . . is he still alive?"


"It was when we put it there. It will be all right, it will just wait until itâ��stops. Like all of them."


"Why was he moved? Why did you ..."


"It was ugly." Button shrugged. "It was broken, anyway." She stretched her arms upward and lifted her head to the wind. A shiver of delight ran through her. She smiled again at Harker, sidelong.


He tried to keep his anger hidden. He started walking again, not as though he had any purpose in mind, bearing toward the cliffs. His way lay past a bush with yellow flowers and thorny, pliant branches. Suddenly it writhed and whipped him across the belly. He stopped short and doubled over, hearing Button's laughter.


When he straightened up she was in front of him. "It's red," she said, surprised, and laid little pointed fingers on the scratches left by the thorns. She seemed thrilled and fascinated by the color and feel of his blood. Her fingers moved, probing the shape of his muscles, the texture of his skin and the dark hair on his chest. They drew small lines of fire along his neck, along the ridge of his jaw, touching his features one by one, his eyelids, his black brows.


"What are you?" whispered her mind to his.


"This." Harker put his arms around her, slowly. Her flesh slid cool and strange under his hands, sending an indescribable shudder through him, partly pleasure, partly revulsion. He bent his head. Her eyes deepened, lakes of blue fire, and then he found her lips. They were cool and strange like the rest of her, pliant, scented with spice, the same perfume that came with sudden overpowering sweetness from her curling petals.


Harker saw movement in the forest aisles, a clustering of bright flower-heads. Button drew back. She took his hand and led him away, off toward the river and the quiet ferny places along its banks. Glancing up, Harker saw that the two black birds were following overhead.


"You are really plants, then? Flowers, like those?" He touched the white blossoms on her head.


"You are really a beast, then? Like the furry, snarling things that climb up through the pass sometimes?"


They both laughed. The sky above them was the color of clean fleece. The warm earth and crushed ferns were sweet beneath them. "What pass?" asked Harker.


"Over there." She pointed off toward the rim of the valley. "It goes down to the sea, I think. Long ago we used to go down there but there's no need, and the beasts make it dangerous."


"Do they," said Harker, and kissed her in the hollow below her chin. "What happens when the beasts come?"


Button laughed. Before he could stir Harker was trapped fast in a web of creepers and tough fern, and the black birds were screeching and clashing their sharp beaks in his face.


"That happens," Button said. She stroked the ferns. "Our cousins understand us, even better than the birds."


Harker lay sweating, even after he was free again. Finally he said, "Those creatures in the underground lake. Are they your cousins?"


Button's fear-thought thrust against his mind like hands pushing away. "No, don't . . . . Long, long ago the legend is that this valley was a huge lake, and the Swimmers lived in it. They were a different species from us, entirely. We came from the high gorges, where there are only barren cliffs now. This was long ago. As the lake receded, we grew more numerous and began to come down, and finally there was a battle and we drove the Swimmers over the falls into the black lake. They have tried and tried to get out, to get back to the light, but they can't. They send their thoughts through to us sometimes. They . . . ." She broke off. "I don't want to talk about them anymore."


"How would you fight them if they did get out?" asked Harker easily. "Just with the birds and the growing things?"


Button was slow in answering. Then she said, "I will show you one way." She laid her hand across his eyes. For a moment there was only darkness. Then a picture began to formâ��people, his own people, seen as reflections in a dim and distorted mirror but recognizable. They poured into the valley through a notch in the cliffs, and instantly every bush and tree and blade of grass was bent against them. They fought, slashing with their knives, making headway, but slowly. And then, across the plain, came a sort of fog, a thin drifting curtain of soft white.


It came closer, moving with force of its own, not heeding the wind. Harker saw that it was thistledown. Seeds, borne on silky wings. It settled over the people trapped in the brush. It was endless and unhurrying, covering them all with a fine fleece. They began to writhe and cry out with pain, with a terrible fear. They struggled, but they couldn't get away.


The white down dropped away from them. Their bodies were covered with countless tiny green shoots, sucking the chemicals from the living flesh and already beginning to grow.


Button's spoken thought cut across the image. "I have seen your thoughts, some of them, since the moment you came out of the caves. I can't understand them, but I can see our plains gashed to the raw earth and our trees cut down and everything made ugly. If your kind came here, we would have to go. And the valley belongs to us."


Matt Harker's brain lay still in the darkness of his skull, wary, drawn in upon itself. "It belonged to the Swimmers first."


"They couldn't hold it. We can."


"Why did you save me, Button? What do you want of me?"


"There was no danger from you. You were strange. I wanted to play with you."


"Do you love me, Button?" His fingers touched a large smooth stone among the fern roots.


"Love? What is that?"


"It's tomorrow and yesterday. It's hoping and happiness and pain, the complete self because it's selfless, the chain that binds you to life and makes living it worthwhile. Do you understand?"


"No. I grow, I take from the soil and the light, I play with the others, with the birds and the wind and the flowers. When the time comes I am ripe with seed, and after that I go to the finish-place and wait. That's all I understand. That's all there is."


He looked up into her eyes. A shudder crept over him. "You have no soul, Button. That's the difference between us. You live, but you have no soul."


After that it was not so hard to do what he had to do. To do quickly, very quickly, the thing that was his only faint chance of justifying Sim's death. The thing that Button may have glimpsed in his mind but could not guard against, because there was no understanding in her of the thought of murder.


IV


The black birds darted at Harker, but the compulsion that sent them flickered out too soon. The ferns and creepers shook, and then were still, and the birds flew heavily away. Matt Harker stood up.


He thought he might have a little time. The flower-people probably kept in pretty close touch mentally, but perhaps they wouldn't notice Button's absence for a while. Perhaps they weren't prying into his own thoughts, because he was Button's toy. Perhaps . . . .


He began to run, toward the cliffs where the finish-place was. He kept as much as possible in the open, away from shrubs. He did not look again, before he left, at what lay by his feet.


He was close to his destination when he knew that he was spotted. The birds returned, rushing down at him on black whistling wings. He picked up a dead branch to beat them off and it crumbled in his hands. Telekinesis, the power of mind over matter. Harker had read once that if you knew how you could always make your point by thinking the dice into position. He wished he could think himself up a blaster. Curved beaks ripped his arms. He covered his face and grabbed one of the birds by the neck and killed it. The other one screamed and this time Harker wasn't so lucky. By the time he had killed the second one he'd felt claws in him and his face was laid open along the cheekbones. He began to run again.


Bushes swayed toward him as he passed. Thorny branches stretched. Creepers rose like snakes from the grass, and every green blade was turned knife-like against his feet. But he had already reached the cliffs and there were open rocky spaces and the undergrowth was thin.


He knew he was near the finish-place because he could smell it. The gentle withered fragrance of flowers past their prime, and under that a dead, sour decay. He shouted McLaren's name, sick with dread that there might not be an answer, weak with relief when there was one. He raced over tumbled rocks toward the sound. A small creeper tangled his foot and brought him down. He wrenched it by the roots from its shallow crevice and went on. As he glanced back over his shoulder he saw a thin white veil, a tiny patch in the distant air, drifting toward him.


He came to the finish-place.


It was a box canyon, quite deep, with high sheer walls, so that it was almost like a wide well. In the bottom of it bodies were thrown in a dry, spongy heap. Colorless flower-bodies, withered and gray, an incredible compost pile.


Rory McLaren lay on top of it, apparently unhurt. The two packs were beside him, with the weapons. Strewn over the heap, sitting, lying, moving feebly about, were the ones who waited, as Button had put it, to stop. Here were the aged, the faded and worn out, the imperfect and injured, where their ugliness could not offend. They seemed already dead mentally. They paid no attention to the men, nor to each other. Sheer blind vitality kept them going a little longer, as a geranium will bloom long after its cut stalk is desiccated.


"Matt," McLaren said. "Oh, God, Matt, I'm glad to see you!"


"Are you all right?"


"Sure. My leg even feels pretty good. Can you get me out?"


"Throw those packs up here."


McLaren obeyed. He began to catch Harker's feverish mood, warned by Harker's bleeding, ugly face that something nasty was afoot. Harker explained rapidly while he got out one of the ropes and half hauled McLaren out of the pit. The white veil was close now. Very close.


"Can you walk?" Harker asked.


McLaren glanced at the fleecy cloud. Harker had told him about it. "I can walk." he said. "I can run like hell."


Harker handed him the rope. "Get around the other side of the canyon. Clear across, see?" He helped McLaren on with his pack. "Stand by with the rope to pull me up. And keep to the bare rocks."


McLaren went off. He limped badly, his face twisted with pain. Harker swore. The cloud was so close that now he could see the millions of tiny seeds floating on their silken fibers, thistledown guided by the minds of the flower-people in the valley. He shrugged into his pack straps and began winding bandages and tufts of dead grass around the bone tip of a recovered spear. The edge of the cloud was almost on him when he got a spark into the improvised torch and sprang down onto the heap of dead flower-things in the pit.


He sank and floundered on the treacherous surface, struggling across it while he applied the torch. The dry, withered substance caught. He raced the flames to the far wall and glanced back. The dying creatures had not stirred, even when the fire engulfed them. Overhead, the edges of the seed-cloud flared and crisped. It moved on blindly over the fire. There was a pale flash of light and the cloud vanished in a puff of smoke.


"Rory!" Harker yelled. "Rory!"


For a long minute he stood there, coughing, strangling in thick smoke, feeling the rushing heat crisp his skin. Then, when it was almost too late, McLaren's sweating face appeared above him and the rope snaked down. Tongues of flame flicked his backside angrily as he ran monkey-fashion up the wall.


They got away from there, higher on the rocky ground, slashing occasionally with their knives at brush and creepers they could not avoid. McLaren shuddered.


"It's impossible," he said. "How do they do it?"


"They're blood cousins. Or should I say sap. Anyhow, I suppose it's like radio controlâ��a matter of transmitting the right frequencies. Here, take it easy a minute."


McLaren sank down gratefully. Blood was seeping through the tight bandages where Harker had incised his wound. Harker looked back into the valley.


The flower-people were spread out in a long crescent, their bright multicolored heads clear against the green plain. Harker guessed that they would be guarding the pass. He guessed that they had known what was going on in his mind as well as Button had. New form of communism, one mind for all and all for one mind. He could see that even without McLaren's disability they couldn't make it to the pass. Not a mouse could have made it.


He wondered how soon the next seed-cloud would come.


"What are we going to do, Matt? Is there any way . . ." McLaren wasn't thinking about himself. He was looking at the valley like Lucifer yearning at Paradise, and he was thinking of Viki. Not just Viki alone, but Viki as a symbol of thirty-eight hundred wanderers on the face of Venus.


"I don't know," said Harker. "The pass is out, and the caves are out . . . hey! Remember when we were fighting off those critters by the river and you nearly started a cave-in throwing rocks? There was a fault there, right over the edge of the lake. An earthquake split. If we could get at it from the top and shake it down . . . ."


It was a minute before McLaren caught on. His eyes widened. "A slide would dam up the lake . . . ."


"If the level rose enough, the Swimmers could get out." Harker gazed with sultry eyes at the bobbing flower-heads below.


"But if the valley's flooded, Matt, and those critters take over, where does that leave our people?"


"There wouldn't be too much of a slide, I don't think. The rock's solid on both sides of the fault. And anyway, the weight of the water backed up there would push through anything, even a concrete dam, in a couple of weeks." Harker studied the valley floor intently. "See the way that slopes there? Even if the slide didn't wash out, a little digging would drain the flood off down the pass. We'd just be making a new river."


"Maybe." McLaren nodded. "I guess so. But that still leaves the Swimmers. I don't think they'd be any nicer than these babies about giving up their land." His tone said he would rather fight Button's people any day.


Harker's mouth twisted in a slow grin. "The Swimmers are water creatures, Rory. Amphibious. Also, they've lived underground, in total darkness, for God knows how long. You know what happens to angleworms when you get 'em out in the light. You know what happens to fungus that grows in the dark." He ran his fingers over his skin, almost with reverence. "Noticed anything about yourself, Rory? Or have you been too busy."


McLaren stared. He rubbed his own skin, and winced, and rubbed again, watching his fingers leave streaks of livid white that faded instantly. "Sunburn," he said wonderingly. "My God. Sunburn!"


Harker stood up. "Let's go take a look." Down below the flower-heads were agitated. "They don't like that thought, Rory. Maybe it can be done, and they know it."


McLaren rose, leaning on a short spear like a cane. "Matt. They won't let us get away with it."


Harker frowned. "Button said there were other ways beside the seed . . . ." He turned away. "No use standing here worrying about it."


They started climbing again, very slowly on account of McLaren. Harker tried to gauge where they were in relation to the cavern beneath. The river made a good guide. The rocks were almost barren of growth here, which was a godsend. He watched, but he couldn't see anything threatening approaching from the valley. The flower-people were mere dots now, perfectly motionless.


The rock formation changed abruptly. Ancient quakes had left scars in the shape of twisted strata, great leaning slabs of granite poised like dancers, and cracks that vanished into darkness.


Harker stopped. "This is it. Listen, Rory. I want you to go off up there, out of the danger area . . . ."


"Matt, I . . . ."


"Shut up. One of us has got to be alive to take word back to the ships as soon as he can get through the valley. There's no great rush and you'll be able to travel in three-four days. You . . . ."


"But why me? You're a better mountain man . . . ."


"You're married," said Harker curtly. "It'll only take one of us to shove a couple of those big slabs down. They're practically ready to fall of their own weight. Maybe nothing will happen. Maybe I'll get out all right. But it's a little silly if both of us take the risk, isn't it?"


"Yeah. But Matt . . . ."


"Listen, kid." Harker's voice was oddly gentle. "I know what I'm doing. Give my regards to Viki and the . . . ."


He broke off with a sharp cry of pain. Looking down incredulously, he saw his body covered with little tentative flames, feeble, flickering, gone, but leaving their red footprints behind them.


McLaren had the same thing.


They stared at each other. A helpless terror took Harker by the throat. Telekinesis again. The flower-people turning his own weapon against them. They had seen fire, and what it did, and they were copying the process in their own minds, concentrating, all of them together, the whole mental force of the colony centered on the two men. He could even understand why they focused on the skin. They had taken the sunburn-thought and applied it literally.


Fire. Spontaneous combustion. A simple, easy reaction, if you knew the trick. There was something about a burning bush . . . .


The attack came again, stronger this time. The flower-people were getting the feel of it now. It hurt. Oh God, it hurt. McLaren screamed. His loincloth and bandages began to smolder.


What to do, thought Harker, quick, tell me what to do . . . .


The flower-people focus on us through our minds, our conscious minds. Maybe they can't get the subconscious so easily, because the thoughts are not directed, they're images, symbols, vague things. Maybe if Rory couldn't think consciously they couldn't find him . . . .


Another flare of burning, agonizing pain. In a minute they'll have the feel of it. They can keep it going . . . .


Without warning, Harker slugged McLaren heavily on the jaw and dragged him away to where the rock was firm. He did it all with astonishing strength and quickness. There was no need to save himself. He wasn't going to need himself much longer.


He went away a hundred feet or so, watching McLaren. A third attack struck him, sickened and dazed him so that he nearly fell. Rory McLaren was not touched.


Harker smiled. He turned and ran back toward the rotten place in the cliffs. A part of his conscious thought was so strongly formed that his body obeyed it automatically, not stopping even when the flames appeared again and again on his flesh, brightening, growing, strengthening as the thought-energies of Button's people meshed together. He flung down one teetering giant of stone, and the shock jarred another loose. Harker stumbled on to a third, based on a sliding bed of shale, and thrust with all his strength and beyond it, and it went too, with crashing thunder.


Harker fell. The universe dissolved into shuddering, roaring chaos beyond a bright veil of flame and a smell of burning flesh. By that time there was only one thing clear in Matt Harker's understandingâ��the second part of his conscious mind, linked to and even stronger than the first.


The image he carried with him into death was a tall mountain with snow on its shoulders, blazing in the sun.
   It was night. Rory McLaren lay prone on a jutting shelf above the valley. Below him the valley was lost in indigo shadows, but there was a new sound in itâ��the swirl of water, angry and swift.


There was new life in it, too. It rode the crest of the flood waters, burning gold in the blue night, shining giants returning in vengeance to their own place. Great patches of blazing jewel-toned phosphorescence dotted the waterâ��the flower-hounds, turned loose to hunt. And in between them, rolling and leaping in deadly play, the young of the Swimmers went.


McLaren watched them hunt the forest people. He watched all night, shivering with dread, while the golden titans exacted payment for the ages they had lived in darkness. By dawn it was all over. And then, through the day, he watched the Swimmers die.


The river, turned back on itself, barred them from the caves. The strong bright light beat down. The Swimmers turned at first to greet it with a pathetic joy. And then they realized . . . .


McLaren turned away. He waited, resting, until, as Harker had predicted, the block washed away and the backed-up water could flow normally again. The valley was already draining when he found the pass. He looked up at the mountains and breathed the sweet wind, and felt a great shame and humility that he was here to do it.


He looked back toward the caves where Sim had died, and the cliffs above where he had buried what remained of Matt Harker. It seemed to him that he should say something, but no words came, only that his chest was so full he could hardly breathe. He turned mutely down the rocky pass, toward the Sea of Morning Opals and the thirty-eight hundred wanderers who had found a home.


http://ia311506.us.archive.org/1/items/TheVanishingVenusians/


1247.


The Dragon-Queen of Venus - Leigh Brackett : z online public domain - 4.0 - science fiction 


THE DRAGON-QUEEN OF VENUS


Tex stirred uneasily where he lay on the parapet, staring into the heavy, Venusian fog. The greasy moisture ran down the fort wall, lay rank on his lips. With a sigh for the hot, dry air of Texas, and a curse for the adventure-thirst that made him leave it, he shifted his short, steel-hard body and wrinkled his sandy-red brows in the never-ending effort to see.


A stifled cough turned his head. He whispered, "Hi, Breska."


The Martian grinned and lay down beside him. His skin was wind-burned like Tex's, his black eyes nested in wrinkles caused by squinting against sun and blowing dust.


For a second they were silent, feeling the desert like a bond between them. Then Breska, mastering his cough, grunted:


"They're an hour late now. What's the matter with 'em?"


Tex was worried, too. The regular dawn attack of the swamp-dwellers was long overdue.


"Reckon they're thinking up some new tricks," he said. "I sure wish our relief would get here. I could use a vacation."


Breska's teeth showed a cynical flash of white.


"If they don't come soon, it won't matter. At that, starving is pleasanter than beetle-bombs, or green snakes. Hey, Tex. Here comes the Skipper."


Captain John Smithâ��Smith was a common name in the Volunteer Legionâ��crawled along the catwalk. There were new lines of strain on the officer's gaunt face, and Tex's uneasiness grew.


He knew that supplies were running low. Repairs were urgently needed. Wasn't the relief goin' to come at all?


But Captain Smith's pleasant English voice was as calm as though he were discussing cricket-scores in a comfortable London club.


"Any sign of the beggars, Tex?"


"No, sir. But I got a feeling. . . ."


"H'm. Yes. We all have. Well, keep a sharp. . . ."


A scream cut him short. It came from below in the square compound. Tex shivered, craning down through the rusty netting covering the well.


He'd heard screams like that before.


A man ran across the greasy stones, tearing at something on his wrist. Other men ran to help him, the ragged remnant of the force that had marched into new Fort Washington three months before, the first garrison.


The tiny green snake on the man's wrist grew incredibly. By the time the first men reached it, it had whipped a coil around its victim's neck. Faster than the eye could follow, it shifted its fangs from wrist to throat.


The man seemed suddenly to go mad. He drew his knife and slashed at his comrades, screaming, keeping them at bay.


Then, abruptly, he collapsed. The green snake, now nearly ten feet long, whipped free and darted toward a drainage tunnel. Shouting, men surrounded it, drawing rapid-fire pistols, but Captain Smith called out:


"Don't waste your ammunition, men!"


Startled faces looked up. And in that second of respite, the snake coiled and butted its flat-nosed bead against the grating.


In a shower of rust-flakes it fell outward, and the snake was gone like a streak of green fire.


Tex heard Breska cursing in a low undertone. A sudden silence had fallen on the compound. Men fingered the broken grating, white-faced as they realized what it meant. There would be no metal for repairs until the relief column came.


It was hard enough to bring bare necessities over the wild terrain. And air travel was impracticable due to the miles-thick clouds and magnetic vagaries. There would be no metal, no ammunition.


Tex swore. "Reckon I'll never get used to those varmints, Captain. The rattlers back home was just kid's toys."


"Simple enough, really." Captain Smith spoke absently, his gray eyes following the sag of the rusty netting below.


"The green snakes, like the planarians, decrease evenly in size with starvation. They also have a vastly accelerated metabolism. When they get food, which happens to be blood, they simply shoot out to their normal size. An injected venom causes their victims to fight off help until the snake has fed."


Breska snarled. "Cute trick the swamp men thought up, starving those things and then slipping them in on us through the drain pipes. They're so tiny you miss one, every once in a while."


"And then you get that." Tex nodded toward the corpse. "I wonder who the war-chief is. I'd sure like to get a look at him."


"Yes," said Captain Smith. "So would I."


He turned to go, crawling below the parapet. You never knew what might come out of the fog at you, if you showed a target. The body was carried out to the incinerator as there was no ceremony about burials in this heat. A blob of white caught Tex's eye as a face strained upward, watching the officer through the rusty netting.


Tex grunted. "There's your countryman, Breska. I'd say he isn't so sold on the idea of making Venus safe for colonists."


"Oh, lay off him, Tex." Breska was strangled briefly by a fit of coughing. "He's just a kid, he's homesick, and he's got the wheezes, like me. This lowland air isn't good for us. But just wait till we knock sense into these white devils and settle the high plateaus."


If he finished, Tex didn't hear him. The red-haired Westerner was staring stiffly upward, clawing for his gun.
   

He hadn't heard or seen a thing. And now the fog was full of thundering wings and shrill screams of triumph. Below the walls, where the ground-mist hung in stagnant whorls, a host of half-seen bodies crowded out of the wilderness into which no civilized man had ever gone.


The rapid-fire pistol bucked and snarled in Tex's hand. Captain Smith, lying on his belly, called orders in his crisp, unhurried voice. C Battery on the northeast corner cut in with a chattering roar, spraying explosive bullets upward, followed by the other three whose duty it was to keep the air clear.


Tex's heart thumped. Powder-smoke bit his nostrils. Breska began to whistle through his teeth, a song that Tex had taught him, called, "The Lone Prairee."


The ground-strafing crews got their guns unlimbered, and mud began to splash up from below. But it wasn't enough. The gun emplacements were only half manned, the remainder of the depopulated garrison having been off-duty down in the compound.


The Venusians were swarming up the incline on which the fort stood, attacking from the front and fanning out along the sides when they reached firm ground. The morasses to the east and west were absolutely impassable even to the swamp-men, which was what made Fort Washington a strategic and envied stronghold.


Tex watched the attackers with mingled admiration and hatred. They had guts; the kind the Red Indians must have had, back in the old days in America. They had cruelty, too, and a fiendish genius for thinking up tricks.


If the relief column didn't come soon, there might be one trick too many, and the way would be left open for a breakthrough. The thin, hard-held line of frontier posts could be flanked, cut off, and annihilated.


Tex shuddered to think what that would mean for the colonists, already coming hopefully into the fertile plateaus.


A sluggish breeze rolled the mist south into the swamps, and Tex got his first clear look at the enemy. His heart jolted sharply.


This was no mere raid. This was an attack.


Hordes of tall warriors swarmed toward the walls, pale-skinned giants from the Sunless Land with snow-white hair coiled in warclubs at the base of the skull. They wore girdles of reptile skin, and carried bags slung over their brawny shoulders. In their hands they carried clubs and crude bows.


Beside them, roaring and hissing, came their war-dogs; semi-erect reptiles with prehensile paws, their powerful tails armed with artificial spikes of bone.


Scaling ladders banged against the walls. Men and beasts began to climb, covered by companions on the ground who hurled grenades of baked mud from their bags.


"Beetle-bombs!" yelled Tex. "Watch yourselves!"


He thrust one ladder outward, and fired point-blank into a dead-white face. A flying clay ball burst beside the man who fired the nearest ground gun, and in a split second every inch of bare flesh was covered by a sheath of huge scarlet beetles.


Tex's freckled face hardened. The man's screams knifed upward through the thunder of wings. Tex put a bullet carefully through his head and tumbled the body over the parapet. Some of the beetles were shaken off, and he glimpsed bone, already bare and gleaming.


Missiles rained down from above; beetle-bombs, green snakes made worm-size by starvation. The men were swarming up from the compound now, but the few seconds of delay almost proved fatal.


The aerial attackers were plain in the thinning mistâ��lightly-built men mounted on huge things that were half bird, half lizard.


The rusty netting jerked, catching the heavy bodies of man and lizard shot down by the guns. Tex held his breath. That net was all that protected them from a concerted dive attack that would give the natives a foot-hold inside the walls.


A gun in A Battery choked into silence. Rust, somewhere in the mechanism. No amount of grease could keep it out.


Breska swore sulphurously and stamped a small green thing flat. Red beetles crawled along the stonesâ��thank God the things didn't fly. Men fought and died with the snakes. Another gun suddenly cut out.


Tex fired steadily at fierce white heads thrust above the parapet. The man next him stumbled against the infested stones. The voracious scarlet flood surged over him, and in forty seconds his uniform sagged on naked bones.


Breska's shout warned Tex aside as a lizard fell on the catwalk. Its rider pitched into the stream of beetles and began to die. Wings beat close overhead, and Tex crouched, aiming upward.


His freckled face relaxed in a stare of utter unbelief.
   

She was beautiful. Pearl-white thighs circling the gray-green barrel of her mount, silver hair streaming from under a snake-skin diadem set with the horns of a swamp-rhino, a slim body clad in girdle and breast-plates of iridescent scales.


Her face was beautiful, too, like a mask cut from pearl. But her eyes were like pale-green flames, and the silver brows above them were drawn into a straight bar of anger.


Tex had never seen such cold, fierce hate in any living creature, even a rattler coiled to strike.


His gun was aimed, yet somehow he couldn't pull the trigger. When he had collected his wits, she was gone, swooping like a stunting flyer through the fire of the guns. She bore no weapons, only what looked like an ancient hunting-horn.


Tex swore, very softly. He knew what that horned diadem meant.


This was the war chief!


The men had reached the parapet just in time. Tex blasted the head from a miniature Tyrannosaurus, dodged the backlash of the spiked tail, and threw down another ladder. Guns snarled steadily, and corpses were piling up at the foot of the wall.


Tex saw the woman urge her flying mount over the pit of the compound, saw her searching out the plan of the placeâ��the living quarters, the water tanks, the kitchen, the radio room.


Impelled by some inner warning that made him forget all reluctance to war against a woman, Tex fired.


The bullet clipped a tress of her silver hair. Eyes like pale green flames burned into his for a split second, and her lips drew back from reptilian teeth, white, small, and pointed.


Then she whipped her mount into a swift spiral climb and was gone, flashing through streamers of mist and powder-smoke.


A second later Tex heard the mellow notes of her horn, and the attackers turned and vanished into the swamp.


As quickly as that, it was over. Yet Tex, panting and wiping the sticky sweat from his forehead, wasn't happy.


He wished she hadn't smiled.


Men with blow-torches scoured the fort clean of beetles and green snakes. One party sprayed oil on the heaps of bodies below and fired them. The netting was cleared, their own dead burned.


Tex, who was a corporal, got his men together, and his heart sank as he counted them. Thirty-two left to guard a fort that should be garrisoned by seventy.


Another attack like that, and there might be none. Yet Tex had an uneasy feeling that the attack had more behind it than the mere attempt to carry the fort by storm. He thought of the woman whose brain had evoked all these hideous schemesâ��the beetle-bombs, the green snakes. She hadn't risked her neck for nothing, flying in the teeth of four batteries.


He had salvaged the lock of silver hair his bullet had clipped. Now it seemed almost to stir with malign life in his pocket.


Captain John Smith came out of the radio room. The officer's gaunt face was oddly still, his gray eyes like chips of stone.


"At ease," he said. His pleasant English voice had that same quality of dead stillness.


"Word has just come from Regional Headquarters. The swamp men have attacked in force east of us, and have heavily besieged Fort Nelson. Our relief column had been sent to relieve them.


"More men are being readied, but it will take at least two weeks for any help to reach us."
   

Tex heard the hard-caught breaths as the news took the men like a jolt in the belly. And he saw the eyes sliding furtively aside to the dense black smoke pouring up from the incinerator, to the water tanks, and to the broken grating.


Somebody whimpered. Tex heard Breska snarl, "Shut up!" The whimperer was Kuna, the young Martian who had stared white-faced at the captain a short while before.


Captain Smith went on.


"Our situation is serious. However, we can hold out another fortnight. Supplies will have to be rationed still further, and we must conserve ammunition and man-power as much as possible. But we must all remember this.


"Help is coming. Headquarters are doing all they can."


"With the money they have," said Breska sourly, in Tex's ear. "Damn the taxpayers!"


". . . and we've only to hold out a few days longer. After all, we volunteered for this job. Venus is a virgin planet. It's savage, uncivilized, knowing no law but brute force. But it can be built into a great new world.


"If we do our jobs well, some day these swamps will be drained, the jungles cleared, the natives civilized. The people of Earth and Mars will find new hope and freedom here. It's up to us."


The captain's grim, gaunt face relaxed, and his eyes twinkled.


"Pity we're none of us using our right names," he said. "Because I think we're going to get them in the history books!"


The men laughed. The tension was broken. "Dismissed," said Captain Smith, and strolled off to his quarters. Tex turned to Breska.


The Martian, his leathery dark face set, was gripping the arms of his young countryman, the only other Martian in the fort.


"Listen," hissed Breska, his teeth showing white like a dog's fangs. "Get hold of yourself! If you don't, you'll get into trouble."


Kuna trembled, his wide black eyes watching the smoke from the bodies roll up into the fog. His skin lacked the leathery burn of Breska's. Tex guessed that he came from one of the Canal cities, where things were softer.


"I don't want to die," said Kuna softly. "I don't want to die in this rotten fog."


"Take it easy, kid." Tex rubbed the sandy-red stubble on his chin and grinned. "The Skipper'll get us through okay. He's aces."


"Maybe." Kuna's eyes wandered round to Tex. "But why should I take the chance?"


He was shaken suddenly by a fit of coughing. When he spoke again, his voice had risen and grown tight as a violin string.


"Why should I stay here and cough my guts out for something that will never be anyway?"


"Because," said Breska grimly, "on Mars there are men and women breaking their backs and their hearts to get enough bread out of the deserts. You're a city man, Kuna. Have you ever seen the famines that sweep the drylands? Have you ever seen men with their ribs cutting through the skin? Women and children with faces like skulls?


"That's why I'm here, coughing my guts out in this stinking fog. Because people need land to grow food on, and water to grow it with."


Kuna's dark eyes rolled, and Tex frowned. He'd seen that same starry look in the eyes of cattle on the verge of a stampede.


"What's the bellyache?" he said sharply. "You volunteered, didn't you?"


"I didn't know what it meant," Kuna whispered, and coughed. "I'll die if I stay here. I don't want to die!"


"What," Breska said gently, "are you going to do about it?"


Kuna smiled. "She was beautiful, wasn't she, Tex?"


The Texan started. "I reckon she was, kid. What of it?"


"You have a lock of her hair. I saw you pick it from the net. The net'll go out soon, like the grating did. Then there won't be anything to keep the snakes and beetles off of us. She'll sit up there and watch us die, and laugh.


"But I won't die, I tell you! I won't!"


He shuddered in Breska's hands, and began to laugh. The laugh rose to a thin, high scream like the wailing of a panther. Breska hit him accurately on the point of the jaw.


"Cafard," he grunted, as some of the men came running. "He'll come round all right."


He dragged Kuna to the dormitory, and came back doubled up with coughing from the exertion. Tex saw the pain in his dark face.


"Say," he murmured, "you'd better ask for leave when the relief gets here."


"If it gets here," gasped the Martian. "That attack at Fort Nelson was just a feint to draw off our reinforcements."


Tex nodded. "Even if the varmints broke through there, they'd be stopped by French River and the broken hills beyond it."


A map of Fort Washington's position formed itself in his mind; the stone blockhouse commanding a narrow tongue of land between strips of impassable swamp, barring the way into the valley. The valley led back into the uplands, splitting so that one arm ran parallel to the swamps for many miles.


To fierce and active men like the swamp-dwellers, it would be no trick to swarm down that valley, take Fort Albert and Fort George by surprise in a rear attack, and leave a gap in the frontier defenses that could never be closed in time.


And then hordes of white-haired warriors would swarm out, led by that beautiful fury on the winged lizard, rouse the more lethargic pastoral tribes against the colonists, and sweep outland Peoples from the face of Venus.


"They could do it, too," Tex muttered. "They outnumber us a thousand to one."


"And," added Breska viciously, "the lousy taxpayers won't even give us decent equipment to fight with."


Tex grinned. "Armies are always stepchildren. I guess the sheep just never did like the goats, anyhow." He shrugged. "Better keep an eye on Kuna. He might try something."


"What could he do? If he deserts, they'll catch him trying to skip out, if the savages don't get him first. He won't try it."


But in the morning Kuna was gone, and the lock of silver hair in Tex's pocket was gone with him.
   

Five hot, steaming days dragged by. The water sank lower and lower in the tank. Flakes of rust dropped from every metal surface at the slightest touch.


Tex squatted on a slimy block of stone in the compound, trying to forget hunger and thirst in the task of sewing a patch on his pants. Fog gathered in droplets on the reddish hairs of his naked legs, covered his face with a greasy patina.


Breska crouched beside him, coughing in deep, slow spasms. Out under the sagging net, men were listlessly washing underwear in a tub of boiled swamp water. The stuff held some chemical that caused a stubborn sickness no matter what you did to it.


Tex looked at it thirstily. "Boy!" he muttered. "What I wouldn't give for just one glass of ice water!"


"Shut up," growled Breska. "At least, I've quit being hungry"


He coughed, his dark face twisted in pain. Tex sighed, trying to ignore the hunger that chewed his own belly like a prisoned wolf.


Nine more days to go. Food and water cut to the barest minimum. Gun parts rusting through all the grease they could put on. The strands of the net were perilously thin. Even the needle in his hand was rusted so that it tore the cloth.


Of the thirty-one men left after Kuna deserted, they had lost seven; four by green snakes slipped in through broken drain gratings, three by beetle-bombs tossed over the parapet. There had been no further attacks. In the dark, fog-wrapped nights swamp men smeared with black mud crept silently under the walls, delivered their messages of death, and vanished.


In spite of the heat, Tex shivered. How much longer would this silent war go on? The swamp-men had to clear the fort before the relief column came. Where was Kuna, and why had he stolen that lock of hair? And what scheme was the savage beauty who led these devils hatching out?


Water slopped in the tub. Somebody cursed because the underwear never dried in this lousy climate. The heat of the hidden sun seeped down in stifling waves.


And suddenly a guard on the parapet yelled.


"Something coming out of the swamp! Man the guns!"


Tex hauled his pants on and ran with the others. Coming up beside the lookout, he drew his pistol and waited.


Something was crawling up the tongue of dry land toward the fort. At first he thought it was one of the scaly war-dogs. Then he caught a gleam of scarlet collar-facings, and shouted.


"Hold your fire, men! It's Kuna!"


The grey, stooped thing came closer, going on hands and knees, its dark head hanging. Tex heard Breska's harsh breathing beside him. Abruptly the Martian turned and ran down the steps.


"Don't go out there, Breska!" Tex yelled. "It may be a trap." But the Martian went on, tugging at the rusty lugs that held the postern gate. It came open, and he went out.


Tex sent men down to guard it, fully expecting white figures to burst from the fog and attempt to force the gate.


Breska reached the crawling figure, hauled it erect and over one shoulder, and started back at a stumbling run. Still there was no attack. Tex frowned, assailed by some deep unease. If Kuna had gone into the swamps, he should never have returned alive. There was a trap here somewhere, a concealed but deadly trick.


Silence. The rank mist lay in lazy coils. Not a leaf rustled in the swamp edges.


Tex swore and ran down the steps. Breska fell through the gate and sagged down, coughing blood, and it was Tex who caught Kuna.


The boy lay like a grey skeleton in his arms, the bones of his face almost cutting the skin. His mouth was open. His tongue was black and swollen, like that of a man dying of thirst.


Kuna's sunken, fever-yellowed eyes opened. They found the tub, in which soiled clothing still floated.


With a surge of strength that took Tex completely by surprise, the boy broke from him and ran to the water, plunging his face in and gulping like an animal.


Tex pulled him away. Kuna sagged down, sobbing. There was something wrong about his face, but Tex couldn't think what.


"Won't let me drink," he whispered. "Still won't let me drink. Got to have water." He clawed at Tex. "Water!"


Tex sent someone after it, trying to think what was strange about Kuna, scowling. There were springs of sweet water in the swamps, and even the natives couldn't drink the other. Was it simply the desire to torture that had made them deny the deserter water?


Tex caught the boy's collar. "How did you get away?"


But Kuna struggled to his knees. "Breska," he gasped. "Breska!"


The older man looked at him, wiping blood from his lips. Kuna said something in Martian, retched, choked on his own blood, and fell over. Tex knew he was dead.


"What did he say, Breska?"


The Martian's teeth showed briefly white.


"He said he wished he'd had my guts." His expression changed abruptly. He caught Tex's shoulder.


"Look, Tex! Look at the water!"
   

Where there had been nearly a full tub, there was now only a little moisture left in the bottom. While Tex watched, that too disappeared, leaving the wood dry.


Tex picked up an undershirt. It was as dry as any he'd ever hung in the prairie air, back in Texas. He touched his face. The skin was like sun-cured leather. His hair had not a drop of fog on it.


Yet the mist hung as heavy as ever.


Captain Smith came out of the radio room, looking up at the net and the guns. Tex heard him mutter, quite unconsciously.


"It's the rust that'll beat us. It's the rust that'll lose us Venus in the end."


Tex said, "Captain. . . ."


Smith looked at him, startled. But he never had time to ask what the matter was. The lookout yelled. Wings rushed overhead. Guns chattered from the parapet. The attack was on.


Tex ran automatically for the catwalk. Passing Kuna's crumpled body, he realized something he should have seen at first.


"Kuna's body was dry when he came into the fort. All dry, even his clothes." And then, "Why did the swamp-men wait until he was safely inside and the door closed to attack?"


With a quarter of their guns disabled and two-thirds of their garrison gone, they still held superiority due to their position and powerful weapons.


There was no concerted attempt to force the walls. Groups of white-haired warriors made sallies, hurled beetle-bombs and weighed bags of green snakes, and retired into the mist. They lost men, but not many.


In the air, it was different. The weird, half-feathered mounts wheeled and swooped, literally diving into the gunbursts, the riders hurling missiles with deadly accuracy. And they were dying, men and lizards, by the dozen.


Tex, feeling curiously dazed, fired automatically. Bodies thrashed into the net. Rust flakes showered like rain. Looking at the thin strands, Tex wondered how long it would hold.


Abruptly he caught sight of what, subconsciously, he'd been looking for. She was there, darting high over the melee, her silver hair flying, her body an iridescent pearl in the mist.


Captain Smith spoke softly.


"You see what she's up to, Tex? Those flyers are volunteers. Their orders are to kill as many of our men as possible before they die themselves, but they must fall inside the walls! On the net, Tex. To weaken, break it if possible."


Tex nodded. "And when it goes. . . ."


"We go. We haven't enough men to beat them if they should get inside the walls."


Smith brushed his small military mustache, his only sign of nervousness. Tex saw him start, saw him touch the bristles wonderingly, then finger his skin, his tunic, his hair.


"Dry," he said, and looked at the fog. "My Lord, dry!"


"Yes," returned Tex grimly. "Kuna brought it back. He couldn't get wet even when he tried to drink. Something that eats water. Even if the net holds, we'll die of thirst before we're relieved."


He turned in sudden fury on the distant figure of the woman and emptied his gun futilely at her swift-moving body.


"Save your ammunition," cautioned Smith, and cried out, sharply.


Tex saw it, the tiny green thing that had fastened on his wrist. He pulled his knife and lunged forward, but already the snake had grown incredibly. Smith tore at it vainly.


Tex got in one slash, felt his knife slip futilely on rubbery flesh of enormous contractile power. Then the venom began to work. A mad look twisted the officer's face. His gun rose and began to spit bullets.


Grimly, Tex shot the gun out of Smith's hand, and struck down with the gun-barrel. Smith fell. But already the snake had thrown a coil round his neck and shifted its grip to the jugular.


Tex sawed at the rubbery flesh. Beaten as though with a heavy whip, he stood at last with the body still writhing in his hand.


Captain Smith was dead, with the snake's jaws buried in his throat.


Dimly Tex heard the mellow notes of the war-chief's horn. The sky cleared of the remnants of the suicide squad. The ground attackers vanished into the swamps. And then the woman whirled her mount sharply and sped straight for the fort.


Puffs of smoke burst around her but she was not hit. Low over the parapet she came, so that Tex saw the pupils of her pale-green eyes, the vital flow of muscles beneath pearly skin.


He fired, but his gun was empty.


She flung one hand high in derisive salute, and was gone. And Breska spoke softly behind Tex.


"You're in command now. And there are just the fourteen of us left."
   

Tex stood staring down at the dead and dying caught in the rusty net. He felt suddenly tired; so tired that just standing and looking seemed too much drain on his wasted strength.


He didn't want to fight any more. He wanted to drink, to sleep, and forget.


There was only one possible end. His mouth and throat were dry with this strange new dryness, his thirst intensified a hundredfold. The swamp men had only to wait. In another week they could take the fort without losing a man.


Even with the reduced numbers of the defenders, this fiendish thing would make their remaining water supply inadequate. And then another thought struck him.


Suppose it stayed there, so that even if by some miracle the garrison held out, it made holding the fort impossible no matter how many men, or how much water, there was?


The men were looking at him. Tex let the dead snake drop to the catwalk and vanish under a pall of scarlet beetles.


"Clean up this mess," said Tex automatically. Breska's black eyes were brilliant and very hard. Why didn't the men move?


"Go on," Tex snapped. "I'm ranking officer here now."


The men turned to their task with a queer reluctance. One of them, a big scar-faced hulk with a mop of hair redder far than Tex's, stood long after the others had gone, watching him out of narrowed green eyes.


Tex went slowly down into the compound. There were no breaks in the net, but another few days of rust would finish them.


What was the use of fighting on? If they left, now, they might get out alive. Headquarters could send more men, retake Fort Washington.


But Headquarters didn't have many men. And the woman with the eyes like pale-green flames wouldn't waste any time.


Some falling body had crushed a beetle-bomb caught in the net. The scarlet things were falling like drops of blood on Kuna's body. Tex smiled crookedly. In a few seconds there'd be nothing left of the flesh Kuna had cherished so dearly.


And then Tex rubbed freckled hands over his tired blue eyes, wondering if he were at last delirious.


The beetles weren't eating Kuna.


They swirled around him restlessly, scenting meat, but they didn't touch him. His face showed parchment dry under the whorls of fog. And suddenly Tex understood.


"It's because he's dry. They won't touch anything dry."


Recklessly, he put his own hand down in the scarlet stream. It divided and flowed around it, disdaining the parched flesh.


Tex laughed, a brassy laugh with an edge of hysteria in it. Now that they were going to die anyway, they didn't have to worry about beetle-bombs.


Feet, a lot of them, clumped up to where he knelt. The red-haired giant with the green eyes stood over him, the men in a sullen, hard-faced knot behind him.


The red-haired man, whose name was Bull, had a gun in his hand. He said gruffly,


"We're leavin', Tex."


Tex got up. "Yeah?"


"Yeah. We figure it's no use stayin'. Comin' with us?"


Why not? It was his only chance for life. He had no stake in the colonies. He'd joined the Legion for adventure.


Then he looked at Kuna, and at Breska, thinking of all the people of two worlds who needed ground to grow food on, and water to grow it with. Something, perhaps the ancestor who had died in the Alamo, made him shake his sandy head.


"I reckon not," he said. "And I reckon you ain't, either."


He was quick on the draw, but Bull had his gun already out. The bullet thundered against Tex's skull. The world exploded into fiery darkness, through which he heard Breska say,


"Sure, Bull. Why should I stay here to die for nothing?"


Tex tried to cry out, but the blackness drowned him.


He came to lying on the catwalk. His head was bandaged. Frowning, he opened his eyes, blinking against the pain.


Breska hunched over the nearest gun, whistling softly through his teeth. "The Lone Prairee." Tex stared incredulously.


"Iâ��I thought you'd gone with the others."


Breska grinned. "I just wasn't as dumb as you. I hung behind till they were all outside, and then I barred the door. I'd seen you weren't dead, andâ��well, this cough's got me anyway, and I hate forced marches. They give me blisters."


They grinned at each other. Tex said,


"We're a couple of damn fools, but I reckon we're stuck with it. Okay. Let's see how long we can fool 'em." He got up, gingerly. "The Skipper had some books in his quarters. Maybe one of 'em would tell what this dry stuff is."


Breska coughed and nodded. "I'll keep watch."


Tex's throat burned, but he was afraid to drink. If the water evaporated in his mouth as it had in Kuna's. . . .


He had to try. Not knowing was worse than knowing. A second later he stood with an empty cup in his hand, fighting down panic.


Half the water had vanished before he got the cup to his mouth. The rest never touched his tongue. Yet there was nothing to see, nothing to feel. Nothing but dryness.


He turned and ran for Captain Smith's quarters.


Hertford's Jungles of Venus, the most comprehensive work on a subject still almost unknown, lay between Kelland's Field Tactics and Alice in Wonderland. Tex took it down, leafing through it as he climbed to the parapet.


"Here it is," he said suddenly." 'Dry Spots. These are fairly common phenomena in certain parts of the swamplands. Seemingly Nature's method for preserving the free oxygen balance in the atmosphere, colonies of ultra-microscopic animalcules spring up, spreading apparently from spores carried by animals which blunder into the dry areas.


" 'These animalcules attach themselves to hosts, inanimate or otherwise, and absorb all water vapor or still water nearby, utilizing the hydrogen in some way not yet determined, and liberating free oxygen. They become dormant during the rainy season, apparently unable to cope with running water. They expand only within definite limits, and the life of each colony runs about three weeks, after which it vanishes.' "


"The rains start in about a week," said Breska. "Our relief can't get here under nine days. They can pick us off with snakes and beetle-bombs, or let us go crazy with thirst, let the first shower clear out the aniâ��the whatyoucallits, and move in. Then they can slaughter our boys when they come up, and have the whole of Venus clear."


Tex told him about Kuna and the beetles. "The snakes probably won't touch us, either." He pounded a freckled fist on the stones. "If we could find some way to drink, and if the guns and the net didn't rust, we might hold them off long enough."


"If ," grunted Breska. "If we were in heaven, we wouldn't have to worry."
   

The days that followed blurred into a daze of thirst and ceaseless watching. For easier defense, there was only one way down from the parapet through the net. They took the least rusted of the guns and filled the small gap. They could hold out there until they collapsed, or the net gave.


They wasted several quarts of water in vain attempts to drink. Then they gave it up. The final irony of it made Tex laugh.


"Here we are, being noble till it hurts, and it won't matter a damn. The Skipper was right. It's the rust that'll lose us Venus in the endâ��that, and these Dry Spots."


Food made thirst greater. They stopped eating. They became mere skeletons, moving feebly in sweat-box heat. Breska stopped coughing.


"It's breathing dry air," he said, in a croaking whisper. "It's so funny I could laugh."


A scarlet beetle crawled over Tex's face where he lay beside the Martian on the catwalk. He brushed it off, dragging weak fingers across his forehead. His skin was dry, but not as dry as he remembered it after windy days on the prairie.


"Funny it hasn't taken more oil out of my skin." He struggled suddenly to a sitting position. "Oil! It might work. Oh, God, let it work! It must!"


Breska stared at him out of sunken eyes as he half fell down the steps. Then a sound overhead brought the Martian's gaze upward.


"A scout, Tex! They'll attack!"


Tex didn't bear him. His whole being was centered on one thingâ��the thing that would mean the difference between life and death.


Dimly, as he staggered into the room where the oil was kept, Tex heard a growing thunder of wings. He groaned. If Breska could only hold out for a moment.


It took all his strength to turn the spigot of the oil drum. It was empty, All the stuff had been used to burn bodies. Almost crying, Tex crawled to the next one, and the next. It was the fourth drum that yielded black, viscous fluid.


Forcing stiff lips apart, Tex drank.


If there'd been anything in him, he'd have vomited. The vile stuff coated lips, tongue, throat. Outside, Breska's gun cut in sharply. Tex dragged himself to the water tank.


"Running water," he thought. Tilting his head up under the spigot, he turned the tap. Water splashed out. Some of it hit his skin and vanished. But the rest ran down his oil-filmed throat. He felt it, warm and brackish and wonderful, in his stomach.


He laughed, and let go a cracked rebel yell. Then he turned and lurched back outside, toward the steps.


The net sagged to the weight of white-haired warriors and roaring lizards. Breska's gun choked and stammered into silence. Tex groaned in utter agony.


It was too late. The rust had beaten them.


His freckled, oil-smeared face tightened grimly. Drawing his gun, he charged the steps.


"Where the hell did you go?" snarled Breska. "The ammo belt jammed." He grabbed for the other gun set in the narrow gap.


Then it wasn't rust! And Tex realized something else. There were no rust flakes failing from the net.


Something had stopped the rusting. Before, his physical anguish had been too great for him to see that the net strands grew no thinner, the gun-barrels no rustier.


Scraps of the explanation shot through Tex's mind. Breska's cough stopping because the air was dried before it reached his lungs. Dry stone. Dry clothing.


Dry metal! The water-eating organisms kept the surface dry. There could be no rust.


"We've licked 'em, Breska! By God, we've licked 'em!" He shouldered the Martian out of the way, gripped the triggers of the gun. Shouting over the din, he told Breska how to drink, sent him lurching down the steps. He could hold the gap alone for a few minutes.


Looking up, Tex found her, swooping low over the fight, her silver hair flying in the wind. Tex shouted at her.


"You did it! You outsmarted yourself, lady. You showed us the way!"


Scientists could find out how to harness the Dry Spots to keep off the rust, and still let the soldiers drink.


And some day the swamps would be drained, and men and women would find new wealth, new life, new horizons here on Venus.


Breska came back, grinning, and fought the jam out of the gun. White bodies began to pile up, mixed with the saurian carcasses of their war-dogs. And presently the notes of the war-chief's horn drifted down, and the attackers faded back into the swamps.


And suddenly, wheeling her mount away from the others, the warrior woman swooped low over the parapet. Tex held his fire. For a moment he thought she was going to dash her lizard into them. Then, at the last second, she pulled him up in a thundering climb.


Her face was a cut-pearl mask of fury, but her pale-green eyes held doubt, the beginning of an awed fear. Then she was gone, bent low over her mount, her silver hair hiding her face.


Breska watched her go. "For Mars," he said softly. Then, pounding Tex on the chest until he winced.


Two voices, cracked, harsh, and unmusical, drifted after the retreating form of the white-haired war-chief.


"Oh, bury us not on the lone prairie-e-e. . . ."
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LORD OF THE EARTHQUAKE


CHAPTER I


THE COSMIC HOLE


IT WAS stiflingly hot in the submarine's tiny cabin. The steady pound of the screws was a throbbing ache. Coh Langham, his scarred hawk face set in lines of restless boredom, stared out the port at the featureless muck that rolled endlessly away under the searchlight,
   "Krim," he said abruptly, "you're crazy"
   Simon Krim, hunched like a shaggy black bull over the tiny control panel, spoke without taking his eyes from the sea-floor. "What's the matter, Langham? Has the thrill petered out?"
   "Thrill!" Langham's strong brown body, stripped to dungarees, hitched angrily lower in the seat. Yes, he had expected a thrill. He had hated seeing Krim again; it took him back to a time he wanted to forget. But Krim had asked him, and he, at a loose end and restless as always, had accepted. Hunting a sunken continent with a submarine was something he hadn't done before. It looked exciting.
   The excitement had resolved itself into three weeks of hellish monotony, heat, and inactivity, and utter boredom.
   Simon Krim grunted. "That's all you think about, isn't it? Thrills. Your father was a hard-working archeologist, my best friend. And you spend your life crashing planes and climbing mountains, having adventures.
   There was an edge to his voice; his hairy body gleamed with sweat, and there were tight lines around his mouth.
   Coh Langham's blue eyes went hard under the scarlet cloth that held back his damp fair hair. "My life's my own, Krim. My father certainly never got much out of his!"
   He locked his hands suddenly behind his head. The motion, in the dim greenish light that seeped through the ports, made a ripple of color up his arms and across his muscular chest. Kukulcan, the Feathered Serpent, writhed in blue-and-crimson splendor upward from each hand, to meet crest to crest on his breast.
   "I still say you're crazy, Krim," Langham said. "You spend your life mucking, like my father did, in God-forsaken holes, tracking down the Murian legend â�� that damned Murian legend, that I had rammed down my throat daily until I was twenty-three! Now you put every cent you own into this submarine, and go poking along the bottom of the Pacific trying to find proof that Mu really existed. What does it get you?"
   Simon Krim turned to look at him, stubby fingers raking at his tangled black hair. "I don't know," he said slowly. "I don't think I ever stopped to figure it out â�� except that I'm happy; and I wouldn't be happy doing anything else."
   Coh Langham laughed. It was an ugly little laugh, and it turned Krim's stubbled face into a thundercloud.
   "That's the trouble with you, Langham," he blurted. "You don't I. How what happiness is. You're too damned selfish. You say your fat father never got anything out of life. Well, he died happy, and several people regretted his death â�� which is more than they'd do if you I broke your fool neck!"
   Krim's words waked something in Coh Langham; a loneliness, a dissatisfaction, a sense of lack. Then, as always, a blind anger surged up and drowned the fleeting vision. He came erect, his hands resting lightly on his belt â�� a heavy belt with a massive silver buckle, curiously  scarred and dented.
   "I saw my father die," he said with dangerous softness. "Fever, in a swamp in Yucatan. All his precious archeology never brought him anything. I le died poor, a young man. He was cheated, Krim! Well, you can plod and plug and dig in kitchen middens, and 'die happy'. And you can shut up!"
   Still Krim stared at him, forehead wrinkled in groping thought. "It looks to me," he said slowly, "as though you're running away from something. I don't know. But I wish to God I had the brain you're wasting!"
   Again that truth nagged at Coh Langham's soul. He beat it back, and his hands tightened on his belt. Krim's face enraged him. What right did the plodding fool have to question him?
   Then, over Krim's shoulder, rising out of the murky water, he saw something that sent a great wild emotion surging through him, a feeling unbidden and strange.
   "Simon!" he cried. "A pyramid!"
   Krim stared. His stubbled jaw worked, but no words came. Then he sent the submarine shooting toward the majestic, water-worn pile that reared from the muck, split here by a great fissure running down from low, flat hills.
   Langham, stirred in spite of himself, watched out the port. Suddenly he gripped the fixtures, so that the twin serpents writhed convulsively. "Turn!" he shouted. "Turn!"
   Krim stared, uncomprehending. Langham threw himself bodily at the controls. Then he was drowned, blinded, deafened, in roaring darkness that was like no darkness he had ever known.
   He felt the submarine shudder, a strange, silent quiver as though its very atoms were shifting; felt his own body twisted by great impalpable forces, heard himself cry out in wild terror. Then there was only darkness and a horrible rushing as though the little ship was hurtling to the outer ends of space.


CHAPTER II


TO ANCIENT MU!


COH LANGHAM woke to coppery light streaming through canted ports. Climbing across the tilted deck, he looked out onto low hills alternately tilled and forested, sloping to a green plain. The roofs of what seemed to he him buildings were visible across the first ridge, and just within the range of Langham's vision to the right was a bulking outline that made him stare with a queer sense of vertigo:
   A pyramid, flat topped and terraced, worn by centuries but still clear and sharp of outline, the carvings plain â�� a lot plainer, Coh Langham thought, than when he had seen it a few minutes ago, at the bottom of the Pacific Ocean.
   Whirling, he shook Simon Krim to his feet, silently because all he might have said was too wild for utterance. Then he wrenched the hatch open and climbed out, his keen, scarred face alert.
   For the first time, he regretted that they carried no weapons on the submarine, and his hands hovered near the massive buckle on his belt.
   Nothing stirred. There was stifling heat and a faint hint of sulphur on the air, and an ugly yellow tinge to the murky sun. Here and there were cracks in the plain's turf and falls of loose rock that Coh Langham knew meant recent earthquakes. The low hills and the plain looked familiar; here was where the fissure had run, and there was the pyramid.
   The pyramid, now untouched by twelve thousand years of ocean burial. A thought spoke in Langham's mind â�� a thought so fantastic, so incredible that he shook it angrily away.
   Krim was staring about with blank amazement. He saw the pyramid. A look almost of reverent worship came over him, and he whispered:
   "Older than the Temple of Sacred Mysteries at Uxmal! But...my God, Coh, what happened?"
   Langham's scarlet headcloth shook. "I saw something queer about the water near the pyramid; a sort of hole that seemed to be sucking the water in. I tried to turn...."
   "And we got caught." Krim scratched his unkempt head in something like panic. "Where in hell are we?"
   "I don't know" said Langham, admitting to himself that he was almost afraid to think. "We'll find somebody and ask."
   The submarine was jammed fast in the narrow channel of a stream that flowed deep and swift away from the low side of the canting deck. Langham looked over the other side, and clutched dizzily at Krim.
   He was looking down into illimitable emptiness â�� a hole, like the hole that had been beside the sunken pyramid, with a rim that wasn't a normal, solid rim, but one that wavered and shifted. Up to ground level there was nothing. Then, exactly parallel with the earth, there was water, flowing in a steady stream, salt water, bearing an occasional deep-sea creature that promptly exploded with the release of pressure.
   Coh Langham rubbed his scarred chin, and his first mad thought came back with battering-ram force. Turning, he leaped the short distance to the stream's bank, and started toward the buildings that showed over the first little hill.
   And then he stopped, because there was a shadow across the sun, and he saw that the roofs were burning.
   Simon Krim, lumbering up beside him like a shaggy black bull, cocked his head. "Sounds like a fight. I'll bet no accident started that fire!"
   Kukulcan writhed as Coh Langham shrugged his shoulders. "We've got to find out where we are, and that's the only place I see. Anyway, the fight's none of ours. They'll let us alone." He strode off through the hot, dingy sunshine. Krim swore under his breath and followed.
   THE picture was clear when they topped the hill. Low rambling buildings built of stone were being gutted by the fire, buildings much finer than a common farm. Loot was piled in jumbled heaps on the trampled grass, and a mob of yelling men had four people cornered under the sod roof of a cow-byre.
   Four people; a man like an oak tree, grey and stalwart, two fair-haired striplings whom Langham guessed to be twins, and a thin, dark young man whose free hand pressed a bleeding wound. They fought desperately, but the end was clear. And Coh Langham's gorge rose as he saw how the leader of the mob, a paunchy, great-shouldered man covered all over his swarthy body with ornaments, held his men off so that the sport should be prolonged.
   One of the fair-haired lads fell with an axe-blade through his brain. The other cried out "Helva!", and Langham knew that it was no boy, but a woman.


Coh Langham had little use for women, but he couldn't help admiring that splendid girl. She was something new to him. Excitement poured along his veins; in a second his belt was off, wrapped around his tattooed right hand, the great buckle swinging free, and he was striding down the slope.
   Krim caught him. "You damned fool, you'll only get us killed!" Langham shook him off. "Start running, if you think you can beat them. They've seen us already."
   There was nothing for it but to fight. They stood back to back, seeing in the mad-dog faces of the running men the hopelessness of peaceful advances, even if they could make themselves understood.
   Over the attackers' heads, Langham saw that the three still standing under the sod roof were taken and being bound. Then men were rushing at him with drawn swords and heavy scythes, and he knew he was going to die without even knowing where he was.
   A squat yellow man cried out, and then a negro, passing it on to others, white and brown and indiscriminate. The ranks split, flowing by the two at bay. Brutish faces stared, filthy paws pointed, weapons fell away into a wary but not deadly circle.
   Coh Langham realized abruptly that they were looking at Kukulcan, blue and crimson on his arms and breast.
   He realized something else, feeling Krim start as he, too, understood. Both men spoke Quichua and Polynesian and several other dialects, with a smattering of Quanlan. These men spoke a sort of mongrel combination, which Langham found later was a lingua franca spoken everywhere, and which was nearly as clear to the strangers as English.
   A man came shouldering through the press; the paunchy, ornamented man who led them. Coh Langham had seen his type before, in a hundred native quarters where crime slinks down the black alleys and carouses in the wine-shops of nights. Very quickly he replaced his belt, and prayed that his weapon had not been noticed.
   "Look, Itzan," whispered a one-eyed cutthroat. "He bears the sign of the Creator two-fold on his breast!"
   Itzan studied the two, his vast shoulders bowed over his bloody sword, his coarse, cross-breed's face shining with sweat. Little blood-shot eyes traced the twin serpents up Langham's arms, and just for an instant Langham fancied he saw a flicker of fear.Then Itzan shrugged and straightened.
   "We take the two of them to Xacul," he said. "Then if they be demons from Naga the Creator, why, the blame will be on Xacul's head, not mine." And he laughed, his belly shaking with the press of mirth that was silent save for a wheezing in his throat.
   They were herded to where the three captives stood, the young man white and swaying, the girl like a leashed tigress, the old man with a bitter calm. Itzan laughed again, his ornaments clanking as he walked, and said softly:
   "Xacul's commands have been carried out, except for one thing. The old wolf was to die before his cubs were taken to the Master."
   He placed the point of his sword at the base of the old man's throat and pressed. Itzan gave a sudden practised twist; the old man fell and was still, and Itzan's laughter wheezed and whistled in his throat.
   Coh Langham saw the girl's face. It was like white marble, still and set and terrible.
   Past the gutted buildings they were led, Krim and Langham shackled now like the others, and to a meadow where long gleaming metal cars rested on the grass. The cars had no wheels, and there were curving shells at the forward end. Langham, looking, saw Simon Krim's unshaven face as amazed as he knew his own must be.
   He had read, in ancient Naga temples in India, of just such ships that flew thirty thousand years before the flood. But he had not quite believed.
   THE loot-laden mob split, most of them going off across the meadows to, Langham supposed, other homes waiting to be gutted. Some forty were left, and these were divided between the two cars â��Simon Krim and the wounded man in one, Langham and the girl with Itzan in the other. As they were parted, the girl cried "Sigri!" and struggled to break free. Itzan's hand caught her, held her as though she were chained to a post, although Langham was astonished at her strength.


Sigri, swaying against the wide eyed, unbelieving Krim, stained with blood from his wounded side, turned a thin face set with wildly burning eyes, and cried:
   "Don't be afraid, Helva. We've already escaped them, and what's happened, has happened!"
   "Crazy," thought Langham. And Sigri looked it, his scarlet kilt in ribbons, dark hair streaming from a fillet of gold wire, his thin body quivering like a nervous horse. But suddenly, looking fair into those feverish dark eyes, Langham knew that he was seeing a sane and brilliant man driven by an awful fear, and that his cry to Helva was more a cry of hope than a statement of fact.
   Sigri's hand, held tight over the bleeding wound, dropped quickly to his girdle, felt something hidden there, and returned. Only Langham, looking intently, saw the slight movement.
   They went into the cars. Globes of clear quartz enclosing intricate prisms were raised just aft of the curving windscreens, covered with shields of what looked like lead, but appeared to be heavier and different in texture. These shields were cranked aside. Slowly a swirling, coruscating brilliance was born in the globes, flashing from facet to facet of the prism, boiling in a splendor of living light. Langham felt a thrumming of power through the body of the ship, and saw the ground dropping away beneath it.
   Silently they rose, until the keel made safe clearance of the low hills. Then a second, smaller globe was raised at the stern, so that the ship maintained a steady level, and the cover of the small globe removed. Again Langham saw the birth of light in the prism, felt a surge of power, and the ground was streaming away beneath them.
   The two ships fled together under the ugly, shrouded sun. A sulphurous wind snarled around the shield, whipping the girl Helva's long fair hair into Langham's face, catching at the scarlet cloth that bound his own. Coh Langham's square, scarred jaw was set, his eyes eagle-bright above his Roman nose.
   "If I'm going to die," he said aloud, "I'm damned if I won't find out where and why first! You, girl, tell me, while that ape-faced butcher is busy up in front."
   The girl Helva looked at him, and for the first time, she really saw
   Her sea-colored eyes took him in, the dungarees and rubber-soled shoes, strong brown body and scarred brown face, coming at last to rest on Kukulcan. Her hand went to a silver amulet at her throat, and she whispered:
   "Who are you, in such strange clothing, with the Creator's symbol on your body?"
   "Coh Langham," he said, "from...."
   "From Mayax?" interrupted the girl, and something of the awe left her. "A prince of the house of Coh?"
   Well, Langham thought, that's who I was named for, and he said, "Yes." Mayax meant Central America, and the Feathered Serpent was the Mayan version of Naga the Creator. Langham wondered whether that whim of decoration was going to do him good or evil. It had saved his life once, but might it yet kill him through giving religious offence?
   Then, as the full meaning of Helva's words percolated through his head, the knowledge that he had been fighting off since he first landed struck him squarely between the eyes. Gripping the girl's shoulders in crushing fingers, he demanded:
   "What land is this, and what year?"
   There was fear in the girl's eyes, fear that he was mad, but she didn't flinch. "This is the Northern Kingdom of Mu, and the year of the Sun is two hundred thousand and six."
   Langham's hands fell away. "According to ancient reckoning," he said in a fiat voice, "Mu was that old when she sank. Mu sank...my God! I've traveled twelve thousand years in time!"


CHAPTER III


THE NEW GOD


HELVA caught him fiercely. "What do you know of the sinking of Mu? Are you as mad as Sigri? Or are you a demon, or a godling come to doom Xacul and his butchers?"
   Langham shook his head dazedly. "I hardly know myself, Helva."
   Her face was clear and lovely, her body strong and full and gracious in tunic. Her loss was in her eyes; the sorrow of them hurt him. Caught in a quite unfamiliar emotional surge, he took her hands in his, the chains of both of them clashing, and said:
   "But I want to be your friend. Perhaps we can help each other."
   Helva shook her head. "Only God can help us now. We are being taken to Manoa for judgment, and with Xacul, that means death."
   "You'll have to tell me what's going on. So much has happened since we came through the hole, and I don't...."
   "The Hole!" Helva's fingers sank into his arm. "What do you know about the Hole?"
   "Nothing. Only Krim and I were dragged through it somehow in our submarine. That's how we got here."
   "Then...then Sigri is right!" whispered Helva, and Langham was startled at the look that came over her face. Not even when she was captured had she shown fear, but it was there now, stark and icy "Sigri is right. But it's mad! Mad!"
   There was silence there in the hot wind, with Coh Langham staring into Helva's eyes, that looked beyond at something terrible.
   A voice asked, "How goes it, demon?" Coh Langham glared up into Itzan's coarse dark face. He came to his feet, fingers instinctively at his belt, but the girl forestalled him. She sprang like a tigress, silent and blazing eyed, swinging clenched hands weighted with metal cuffs and chain.
   Itzan twisted, taking the blow on one great shoulder. His left hand caught Helva's wrists, his right swung open-palmed to her head. Langham caught her as she sagged back, and Itzan, looking down at her, laughed wheezingly until his paunch shook with it.
   "Spitfire!" he said. "Xacul will give us rare sport with her!"
   There was a red, animal rage surging in Langham, but he fought it down, realizing the futility of violence.
   "Who is Xacul?" he demanded. "And why are butchers like you turned loose on the people?"
   Itzan's ornaments clashed as he sat down, well out of reach and ready with his sword. He opened his mouth, then grinned and pointed over the side.
   "There's the reason. If you are a demon, you should know. If you're not, well, there it is."
   "Don't you care?" asked Langham, and Itzan shrugged.
   "That's for Xacul to worry about."
   Langham looked over the side. For a second he thought the motion of the ship had made him dizzy; the ground was wavering like a badly focussed film. Then he realized that he was watching an earthquake. More as concussion than sound he heard its roar, and saw green meadows slashed as though by a great sword with smoking fingers.
   Itzan chuckled. "There won't be any more of those when Xacul and I have killed all you Naga-worshippers."
   "Why?" asked Langham incredulously
   "You're stupid for a demon," said Itzan. "Xacul tells us that the Creator either never was, or has deserted us, and that those who worship him bring evil on us instead of good. It's very simple. All we have to do is kill everybody, mostly people like the little spitcat with much land and loot, who refuses to deny Naga, or Kukulcan, or the Almighty, or whatever name you choose to call Him. Then with no one to call down evil, the quakes and the fire-spoutings stop:'
   "Who is this Xacul?"
   "He says he's God." Itzan rose, yawning, stretching his wide, squat body "I don't care. As long as he gives me sport and loot and the wine-shops afterward, he can call himself what he likes:'
   Laughing, he added, "Take care of the pretty hell-cat. She mustn't die yet!"
   He lumbered away, up forward. Coh Langham's scarred face was murderous. Then Langham said, "Helva! Helva!" and lifted the dazed girl.
   THERE was much he wanted to ask her; about Xacul, about the Hole and Sigri, and about this crazy revolution. But Itzan's blow had done something. Langham was glad it had, knowing that emotion too long dammed has ugly ways of breaking out. Helva cried, sitting hunched with her hair over her like a veil; sobbed over her father and her brother and her home until she was cried out. Then she swayed against him like a tired child, and Langham cradled her in his shackled arms.
   Looking down at her, feeling the young vitality of her so close, Coh Langham felt again that stirring of unhappiness in him, far stronger than when Krim's words had waked it. He had lost something, what he didn't know. The search had prodded him on during the ten years since his father's fruitless death, and left him as empty handed as when he started.
   As always, an impatient anger rose in him, shaking off the mood. But his eyes, as the ship raced through the sulphurous sky, were drawn often to Helva's face.
   The low sun was tingeing the coppery murk with red when Coh Langham began to see farms and roads below, with smoke from burning homesteads and groups of men fighting and running. The revolution, he thought, must be very new Presently he saw the walls and terraced buildings of a city rising ahead, and knew that it was Manoa.
   He came near to forgetting his own danger. In spite of himself, he was living the dream that archeologists have and never realize; the chance to go back and see how the ruins looked when they were whole and peopled, how men lived and loved and died in the buried cities before they were buried. In this field the fountainhead was lost, and only cryptic hints were scattered throughout the world; hints that were laughed to scorn by most scientists. Now, through some miracle he couldn't understand, he was in Mu, the land whence, if you believed what the ruins and the carvings told you, the ten tribes descended from Adam and Eve had gone out to colonize the world, black, white, brown, and yellow.
   The girl asleep in his arms was pure Norse, speaking the Quanlan of ancient Norway. King Quetzal had led his fair-haired people from Mayax to Cimmeria, leaving legends of blond Indians all through Central America. Itzan was mixed swarthy white, the Latin forerunners, and Negro, with a streak of brown thrown in. Brown that had gone from Hiranypura in Mu to India, taking the Naga symbol with them.
   Now, just ahead, rose the towering majesty of a pyramid, which had gone with the Murians to Central America, on to lost Atlantis, and from there with a priest's son named Thoth to Sais in Egypt.
   The other ship, bearing Krim and Sigri, drew in closer. Langham saw his partner's shaggy head thrust over the side, avidly examining everything, and grinned. Apparently nothing worried him but seeing as much of Mu as he could. Irrationally, Langham was suddenly envious.
   Looking at the glowing balls of crystal, he wondered for the hundredth time what raised the ships and made them go. It was not until much later that he learned that the Murians had for centuries had the secret of the cosmic ray, catching the boundless power in the prisms and using it to change the molecular vibration patterns of metals so that a repulsion field was created. Here in Mu, thousands of years before the Tertiary Era, when the world was flat because the mountains had not yet been born, the secret of anti-gravity was in everyday use.
   In that way the great slabs of Baalbek, the images of Easter Island had been lifted and set in place. Just a network of metal set around the vast dressed blocks, the cosmic-ray globes unshielded, and the stones floated weightless as toy balloons.
   The ships passed the city walls; there were fine stone buildings and paved streets black with people, and here and there fighting and looting still going on. The vast pyramid loomed above everything. Built around its base was the carven magnificence of a palace. The ships headed straight for the broad flat top of the pyramid, settled down.
   Helva woke, sliding out of his arms with a look of silent gratitude.
   Pushing back her golden mane of hair, she said quietly, "Because of this day, we might have been comrades. I'm sorry, Coh, that we must die â�� and without vengeance!"
   Her sea-eyes were on Itzan's bejeweled ungainliness, and Langham remembered seeing the same look in the eyes of a wounded she-leopard. Then the cross-breed's great shoulders were bent above them, and he said:
   "Come and meet God, and celebrate the end of earthquakes! At least, we'll celebrate. Xacul is inclined to be too quick and unimaginative; he spoils our sport if we don't take care."
   As they were herded out of the car to be joined with Krim and Sigri, Langham asked for the third time, "Who is Xacul?"
   Helva shook her head. "He came out of the southern forests; men say he was a hunter. My father said he was mad, but the people are driven mad too, with fear of the quakes, and they follow him. He has been preaching to them for a long time. Two days ago there was a quake that destroyed many towns and many people, and he said it was a sign for them to rise and destroy us. You have seen."
   Coh Langham nodded. He had seen. And he hated Xacul as he hated the devil, before he ever saw him.
   Simon Krim was as eagerly watchful as a child at a circus. He had bound Sigri's wound with strips from his undershirt, and the slender, feverish man seemed to have caught a little strength. Langham ached to question him, but Itzan forbade further speech.
   The four and their guards, headed by Itzan, marched down a ramp that spiraled toward the ground, passing level after level of rooms in which Langham glimpsed parchments and maps and instruments, priceless records of a lost world. Simon Krim saw them too; Langham heard him swear as though the heart was being ripped out of him, and smiled. It would be nice to care as much as that about anything.
   The ramp widened to a vast hall covered with magnificent murals and roofed with beams of gilded cedar. Ahead there were bronze doors twenty feet high, with the symbols of the Sacred Four and the flat Uighur Lahun set in jewels upon them. Itzan stopped to speak with the gilt-armored guards before the doors, and Langham felt a body sag close against him.
   It was Sigri. At first he thought the man had fainted. Then he heard his urgent whisper, and knew that he was shamming. "Prophesy to Xacul!" Sigri's nervous vitality was like electricity to
   Langham. "Prophesy the destruction of Mu! It may win us time." Langham had a sudden horrible premonition. "Destruction?" "At dawn. I know!"
   Sigri staggered away as the guards moved in. The great bronze doors swung open to a wild thrumming of harps, and they marched into Xacul's judgment chamber.


CHAPTER IV


THE EARTH ROCKS!


COH LANGHAM'S gaze swept across the floor inlaid with the lotus symbol of Mu, past two harpers alone in silent splendor, up seven steps of black basalt to the throne, which was a lotus flower cut from a single block of chrysoprase. There it stopped, seeing the hunter from the southern forests who called himself God.
   Dull-gleaming ebony against the pale green lotus, with no stitch nor ornament on him but a leather clout, his body a towering symmetry of muscle and sinew striped across the breast with the five great scars of a leopard's claws; straight black hair unbound, framing a face of Grecian purity, the face of a Tamil prince; sombre dark eyes that held still, far flames in their depths, and a little marmoset nestled against the curve of his columned neck; this was Xacul, who would stop the earthquake.
   He looked at them like a man surfeited with wine.
   "Today," he murmured, "I have killed a king. No lesser blood shall wash away the taste of that killing, until I have savored it."
   Itzan swore under his breath. "But, Lord, these two are demons," he said hopefully. "The tall one bears the Snake on his breast. He says they have come from the Eternal to punish you."
   Xacul, sunk and dazed in his vaulting dream, stroked the tiny marmoset and said softly:
   "There is no Eternal, and I am Lord. My word goes through the land, even to the place of the Sun himself. In five moons I will rule all Mu, having the Colonies at my feet. Take these traitors below to the dungeons; tomorrow I will kill them. But today, I have spilled the blood of a king!"
   Itzan's vast shoulders shrugged resignedly. Coh Langham, looking back as they were led out, saw those dark eyes still fixed on some mad and splendid distance, the marmoset like a grey puff-ball on an ebon shoulder.
   "Get torches," said Itzan, and turned to his prisoners. "The regular
   prison is full, so you must go into the old pits. And you may stay there a week, Xacul has so many piled up ahead of you. There's a fine crop; it'll take me some time to get through them."
   "You?" asked Langham. "Do you execute them all?"
   "Only the strongest men. The rest the common butcher handles. The thing is, Xacul wants them killed quickly. I like a little sport. I let them fight me, man to man. Of course, I can't take too many chances, so their arms aren't as good as mine, but at least, they have a sporting chance."
   Langham grunted. The torches were brought, and the guards turned off down a side corridor that presently went down and down without a break. Langham saw Sigri's face in the torchlight, thin and wild-eyed, and frightened. And once more there was that furtive movement to something hidden in his girdle.
   "It was no use to prophesy," whispered Langham. "Xacul is quite mad. It either would have made no impression on him, or would have angered him to killing us out of hand."
   Sigri nodded. "But it's true. We must escape before dawn!"
   They came into a stone corridor that reeked of moldy dampness, where phosphorescent fungi held the torchlight after it was past. And twice on that descent Langham felt the earth heave and groan under him. The quakes hadn't yet obeyed Xacul.
   Itzan stopped at last before the first of a row of rusty metal doors. "I'll put you together, because I don't want you going mad or committing suicide before your turn comes. The two demons should fight well; and I may even give the pretty spitcat a chance, by way of variety!"
   Langham would have beaten Itzan's head in if he could have reached him. But the spears prodded them into the cell and the door clanged shut. Langharn heard Itzan's wheezing laughter mingling with the retreating sandal-scuffs. Then there were darkness and silence.
   The earth rolled and shivered and was still. Langham heard Helva's quick-drawn breath, and then her voice, saying:
   "Sigri! These men came through the Hole!"


"I know; the one called Krim told me. Again Langham sensed the driving nerve force in Sigir.  He was like a taut wire, pulled almost to the breaking point. "Listen to me. You too, Helva, for I've never told you everything. I've hoped I was wrong, but the quakes and the fire-spoutings leave no doubt.
   "You know the pyramid beside the Hole.When I was a small boy, it fascinated me so that I spent all my time there, while the others were playing. Krim will understand; it was the ancient things that drew me, the carvings on the walls. Seven thousand years old, and the secret has been lost. It's taken me all my life to decipher those carvings, but I've done it. And I wish I had never seen them!"
   SIGRI'S voice shook. Then it went on again, calm over a depth of near hysteria. "No, I don't mean that. I was happy, working over those carvings, making them give up their secret. It's the secret that terrifies me!
   "Tomorrow at dawn, the carvings say, this land, this beautiful land of mine will be destroyed. All the palaces, the temples, the farmlands, the great cities and the quiet places, all destroyed! Krim says it is true, that Mu will sink.That alone would be enough. But..."
   His voice broke off weakly. Langham heard a rustle, a groan, a soft thud. Sigri had sat down, and his voice came again, stronger.
   "The carvings say something else, something so strange that I thought for a long time I must be wrong in my translation. But the Hole has always been there. You know that now! The carvings explain it. There is much I don't understand; I'm no scientist, only a lover of the past, But I'll try and tell you. You must understand! It means your lives."
   There was a pause. Langham waited, feeling Helva taut beside him, sensing Simon Krim's methodical intentness. Sigri began again, slowly, choosing his words with care.
   "The universe, according to the carvings, is something like a spool, winding the ribbon of time around it. The axis of the spool is the fourth dimension. By tapping it, you can go to any spot in happened time. So much I can grasp. But the rest is incredible!
   "The man who built the pyramid and made the carvings must have been myself! Because he, who found the way to tap the fourth dimension by twisting the warp of time and space as an augur bores wood, did so in order to escape the destruction of Mu! On the very dawn of Mu's sinking, he escaped to the past, seven thousand years.
   "Now the cycle has been relived. I am again at the starting point. If Helva and I don't repeat the first action â�� the man took his sister with him â�� we'll not only be destroyed with Mu, but we'll cause some horrible disruption in the time-stream. Happened time cannot be altered!"
   There was silence for some time. Then Krim said, "But the Hole only sucks one way. How can you go back through it?"
   "You don't understand." Sigri's voice was ragged with urgency. "The Hole was first made when Mu was as she is now. You came upon it as Mu is in your time, which hadn't happened when â�� when I went through first. Dawn tomorrow ends the cycle. The revolving time-factors will close the Hole as the time of its first boring approaches. I'll have to bore it again, using the time machine that is also in the pyramid.
   "There will be a moment, before the closing, when the field will be neutralized, so that you can escape back to your own time. You can't come with us, because you didn't come the first time, and we can't alter what's happened. If you stay, it means destruction."
   Langham was silent, thinking hard. Once he would have said Sigri was mad. But there was no doubt that the Hole existed.
   "I don't understand," he said at length. "You say that happened time may not be altered. Yet this time you copy the secret from a carven wall, not discover it yourself. We weren't here the first time. Xacul must have been, but were you captured?"
   Sigri said slowly, "I don't know. Some of the carvings have been destroyed by quakes. That has puzzled me too, but the best I can figure is that some things may be fitted into the time-stream without disturbing it, if the place is wisely chosen, so that men can travel in time if they know how. Other things would conflict with happened things that were important, or leave a gap in time. In other words, although the method of approach may differ, the things that have happened must happen again."


Langham grunted. "Perhaps. But escape isn't going to be easy. It's a long Hight back, and it was sundown when we came into Manoa."
   "There was a far-off roaring, coming closer. The stones leaped under them, rocked for two solid minutes, and were still. From the sound and feel, Coh Langham, who knew earthquakes, decided that the palace was built directly over a fault. If Sigri was right, if the convulsion that had plunged the continent to her death was starting, the palace would be first to go down.
   He thought of the immeasurable tons of stone above them and shuddered. Yes, they must get out. Even if Sigri was crazy as a loon, there were Xacul and his butcher Itzan, waiting.


CHAPTER V


STRUGGLE FOR LIFE


"THERE'S one thing more," said Sigri. It was almost a groan. "I don't know how the time-machine works. Alone, I haven't been able to decipher the carvings." There was a rustle as he drew something from his girdle; the thing, Langham knew, that he had been terrified of losing. "I was afraid another quake might destroy them, so I copied them on a strip of linen. You, Krim; you love the old things, like I do. Can you help me?"
   Memories rose in Langham; things taught him in boyhood by his father, things learned from crumbling walls and cracked clay tablets. He stepped forward. "I'll help."
   There was a sudden burst of light in the blackness as Simon Krim's cigarette lighter crackled, The tiny flame showed his face, heavy and dark-stubbled under his tangled hair, his eyes very steady
   "You had the makings of an archeologist when you were a boy, Coh," he said slowly "You wasted them. If Sigri, with his years of work, couldn't crack those carvings, you wouldn't be any more help than â�� than Itzan." He stopped, studying Coh Langham in the feeble glimmer of the flame.
   "You're like Itzan, Coh," he said abruptly. "Sensation is all you live for. I imagine you're getting a great kick out of this. No, you can't help us, unless you can figure out some way to get us out of here. Which I doubt."
   He squatted down beside Sigri, bending over the strip of cloth, and in a second he and the Murian were off in a world of their own. Langham glared at them a moment, stung, furious. Then he turned to pacing restlessly up and down the cell, purposely keeping his eyes from the dull glint of gold that was Helva's hair. He knew that she was studying him from where she sat against the wall, and wished suddenly that she wouldn't.
   Escape. He had to think out some way to escape. Somehow the thoughts wouldn't come, and his gaze kept going unbidden to the corner where the two men labored in the feeble light.
   Up and down, up and down, with Kukulcan rippling to his impatient movements, his scarred hawk face catching bronze glints from the lighter-flame. Krim's words rang in his mind, pricking him to a blind anger. Like Itzan, was he, living only for sensation? Far better than living like a grub, sweating his life away like his father had, for nothing.
   And yet, was it?
   He stopped, standing tigerishly over the two men, lean hands at his belt. The old anger was hot in him, and suddenly he recognized it for what it was; a defense, a wall he had built against truth. It cooled away, leaving an ash of bitter loneliness. For ten years he had chased excitement, trying to drown the longing in him that he hadn't admitted even to himself. Now he was facing the ultimate thrill, death, and he had nothing to show for the days he had lived.
   Krim and Sigri would have their monuments; small and unimportant, perhaps, but the fruits of work they had done because they loved it. His father had had that, too. He himself would have nothing.
   Looking at those two, lost even to fear, Coh Langham realized the bitterest thing of all. He didn't belong. There was no one he could call friend, no group to which he was drawn. It wasn't just archeology. It would have been the same in any line of work. He was nothing, like Itzan, a creature living solely for its own pleasure.
   He wanted to help, and he was barred. His strength, his courage, were useless here. And he had nothing else to offer. He was merely a body, following a lone and aimless track, wasting soul and brain â��and life.
   He turned suddenly and went down beside the girl; he couldn't have said why. He took her hands in his and bent his head over them, and whispered:
   "I've been a fool, Helva. A fool, a fool!"
   How long he stayed that way he never knew Quakes slid down the fault, shook them, roared on. Krim and Sigri labored on. Helva never spoke, but her hands were strong and comradely in his. They calmed him, brought back his confidence, so that hope began to rise again. And they brought something else, a dim something he didn't understand.
   Krim stirred, stretching cramped muscles. "We've cracked it! Now all we need is time."
   Helva's fingers tightened suddenly. Langham listened, then sprang up. "Hide the linen!" he whispered. "Someone's coming!"
   Footsteps and torchlight; many men, armed. The door grated open, and Itzan stood grinning at them, jeweled arms folded above his paunch.
   "God wants to see you," he said. "These quakes you're making upset his dinner, demon, and I'm to punish you by death, right in the Lotus Hall.Yes, all of you; but the tall demon first!"The
    Lotus Hall was crowded with men, sitting at long trestle tables down both sides of the vast room. The air was heavy with wine and the rich odors of food, and the harpers, over against the dais, played wild, throbbing music. In the cleared space between the tables a man danced near-naked with shining swords.
   There were no women. And above the feasting and the dancer, a tower of ebony rising from a pale green base, Xacul sat and brooded, fondling the marmoset.
   The music broke, the dancer stopped, the feasters were silent. Xacul's eyes, dark-veiled flames set in a Grecian mask of jet, dwelt on Coh Langham and the writhing splendor of Kukulcan.
   "Demon," he said softly, "you dare too much.You mock me with these quakes. It is only because they fear me more than the earth-shock that my people stay at this feast; and I must show them that no demon is mightier than I.
   "Slay him, Itzan!"
   Coh Langham leaped forward. "Why Itzan?" he cried. "Why not you, Xacul?"
   A gasp ran around the room. Xacul smiled and held out his right Langham saw that it was splashed to the elbow with dried blood.
   "This was the blood of a king," murmured Xacul. "Three are left; the Southern and the Middle Kings, and the King of Kings, the Sun of Mu himself. To these three only will I bend my hand:'
   "Then I will prophesy!" cried Langham. A chance, perhaps; anything to gain time. "These little quakes are only the forerunners. Mu dies with the morning sun, and you with it, Xacul. The Eternal has sent me to warn you. Let us go, and perhaps He will have mercy."
   Xacul's eyes were veiled. He stroked the marmoset, and whispered, "Slay him, Itzan!"
   Coh Langham saw Helva's face, saw reflected in it what was in his own heart. He knew then that he loved her. Now that he knew his mistake, now that he could live, he couldn't die! Xacul was mad, and the only way to break him was to break his godship, to show his crazed mind a greater power. And Langham groaned. Even if Itzan didn't kill him, he couldn't see a way to win freedom from Xacul.
   The harps struck a wild chord as Itzan strode forward, and in the same instant the ground roared and shook beneath them. The harps were abruptly silent, though the player's hands still plucked the strings, save for a weird, scattered disharmony.
   Langham felt a shivering inside his ears and staggered dizzily. All over the room men swayed for a split second. Then the earth was silent and the dizziness was gone.
   "The earthquake," Langham thought. Then he looked at the harps and a fierce light burst in his scarred hawk face.
   He smiled as he whipped off his belt and stood to meet Itzan, thong around his tattooed hand, the great buckle swinging free. If he could win this fight, there as a way, perhaps.
   Itzan came, vast shoulders hunched, sword swinging. Langham took a deep breath. Everything he had learned of fighting out there on the edges of the world he was going to need now.
   They were alone between the tables, ringed with staring, nervous faces, the floor jarring under them and a rolling of thunder in the distance â�� thunder that Langham recognized as a volcano in eruption.The time was growing desperately short.
   Itzan's sword swung high, to end the fight with a single stroke. Langham crouched under it like a cat, sprang aside and leaped past, aiming a slashing blow that took Itzan under the ear.The cross-breed staggered and swore. He hadn't realized the portent of that heavy buckle. He came in again more warily, but Langham, vastly quicker of foot, cut him twice about the face before his next blow was aimed.
   Itzan grinned suddenly. His head sank like a boxer's between his shoulders. His left arm, shielded with broad bracelets, came up to protect his face, and his long blade whistled as it swung. Langham's only target now was the thick ridge of muscle that ran across his shoulders. His only choice was to fall back before that murderous sword.
   Back and back, leaping and dodging, seeking desperately for an opening, while the palace-pyramid groaned and shuddered almost with the regularity of a man's heartbeats and the tense-faced watchers drew closer to panic. Xacul, on his lotus throne, neither moved nor spoke.
   Langham tripped suddenly, went to one knee and crouched there, panting as though spent, and Itzan, sure now of victory, paused for one instant with his sword upraised for the death-stroke, while his laughter wheezed and bubbled in his throat. And Langham's right arm swung like a striking snake.
   The heavy buckle caught Itzan's heaving belly fair, stopping his laughter in a grunt of pain. His sword rang on the rock, but Langham was not beneath it. His lithe body shot in against Itzan's knees, crashing him backward to the floor, and in the instant that he lay half-stunned, Langham's belt was around his throat, Langham's knees were crushing his chest, and the iron muscles were straining across Langham's back.
   FOR the space of three long breaths, the Lotus Hall was silent.Then there sounded a snap like a twig breaking, and Coh Langham rose laughing from the body of Itzan, with Kukulcan sweat-shining on his heaving chest.
   "I've killed your butcher, Xacul," he cried. "Naga protects me. Now is my blood worth your spilling?"
   Xacul's answer whispered across the nervous quiet. "I was a hunter, and in the hot green forests I learned my strength. I am master of the trees, for I cut down the mightiest to build my shelter. I am master of men, for I have broken the strongest in my hands. I am master even of the beasts, for â��" and he touched the five great scars on his breast â�� "I have killed the black leopard alone and weaponless. And one day I stood on a spur of rock while a mountain burst and fires flowed around me and the ground was shaken and split, and I was not harmed. And I knew then that I was master of all things. I am God!"
   "Yet," said Langham, "I will show you a greater power, And any man who touches me to prevent me, shall die as Itzan died!" He swung about, crying, "Helva!"
   She came, straight and unafraid across the shuddering stone, her hair a golden banner in the torch-flames. Coh Langham gripped her shoulders, and she paled before the urgency in his face.
   "I don't know whether you play the harp," he said. "But go and play it, girl! Wait for the earthquakes and strike only the low notes. Strike them hard!" Taking his handkerchief, he ripped it apart and thrust half of it into her hand. "Stuff your ears with this. If you feel dizzy, hang onto something or lie on the floor. But don't stop hitting those strings!"
   She went, and the harpers fled before Langham's imperious gesture. Langham yelled in English, "Krim! Stuff your ears with cloth, and make Sigri do it too. Watch yourselves!"
   There was a sudden roaring shock that nearly threw him.
   Great cracks opened in the walls and floor, and there was sound outside as of heavy things bounding and falling. Panic, hovering over the men at the tables, caught them now by the throat. God or no God, Xacul's authority, already weakened by Langham's unpunished challenge, lost its grip on them. They surged out like maddened cattle for the streets, leaving only trampled wreckage.
   For an instant Langham thought he saw the way clear to escape; probably the soldiers that filled the halls had already run away. Then Xacul strode by him like a black colossus, and before Langham could gather his party and break for the door, it was barred and Xacul stood before it, arms folded across his scarred chest, the marmoset hugging his shoulder.
   Langham gasped. He had not realized Xacul's size. Now, standing straight and on a level with him, he saw that Xacul's height was close to seven feet and that his shoulders were broader by four hands' breadth than burly Simon Krim's. To this giant, who had killed a black leopard unarmed, physical assault such as he and Krim could offer would be merely the slappings of children,
   "Play, Helva!" he shouted. "Play!"
   Low thunder drummed in the distance where volcanoes burst. The earthquakes boomed along the fault beneath them. And Helva's fingers swept the harp-strings into thrumming life.
   The low notes met and mingled. And Xacul said softly:
   "You are strong, demon.You are worthy of death at my hands."
   Langham said, "The Snake protects me! Without arms I'll overthrow you, make you helpless as a babe to stand erect! You are no god, Xacul, and I'll prove it!"
   IN HIS heart Coh Langham prayed â�� prayed desperately that what had happened once might happen again.
   Back and back he went before Xacul's slow advance, across the cracked and rocking lotus floor. Krim stood white-faced in the shadows with Sigri leaning against him. Helva bent across the harp-strings. And the muted thunder, the earth-deep drumroll surged and echoed against the music.
   Back back, praying that the harp would not be drowned, praying that the palace would not be thrown down, praying that Helva should strike the right chord before Xacul's hand took his throat and crushed it.
   "Louder, Helva! Louder and deeper!" He didn't know whether she could hear him; the sounds were dim in his muffled ears.
   Back and back he went across the shuddering stones, until the steps of the dais caught his heels and tripped him, so that he lay against them, watching Xacul's black face bend over him. And suddenly Helva's hands found a chord, a chord that met and silenced the low, dull thunder and was itself silenced. From the harp-strings broke a wild disharmony, so close to the two men that even through the cloth in his ears Langham heard it, and felt the vast shuddering of silent noise in the air.
   Again and again, under Helva's strong brown hands that voiceless chord surged out. Great eddies of tortured air whirled about them, silent echoes were flung thundering from the walls and ceiling. Langham's head was filled with a rushing dizziness, a sense of sound beating its wings to be heard. He saw Helva's body sag against the harp, but her hands never faltered on the strings.
   Xacul stopped, his eyes wide and burning, and the marmoset shrieked on his shoulder. His hands went to his head, and he swayed.
   "You're beaten, Xacul!" shouted Langham. "I have overthrown you.You are no God, only a man. A man, Xacul, a man!"
   Xacul fell, sprawling on the riven stones. He tried to rise, and fell again, helpless as a baby. Langham saw his face. There was terror in it, but most of all a great crushing despair.
   Coh Langham rose and stood over him, fighting for balance, and somehow there was no joy in his triumph. He looked at Xacul's mighty body thrown in useless beauty on the stones, at his eyes that were blank and cold and fixed on a black and hideous distance.
   "I am no god," Xacul whispered. "I am no god. I am no god!"
   Helva fell beside the harp. The horrible compression, the shuddering of leashed sound was gone, leaving only the muttering of the earth and the far volcanoes. Langham picked her up, carried her toward the door. A shock stronger than any before struck as the four went out, and Langham, looking back through the veil of dust that fell from cracking walls, saw Xacul still lying on the broken lotus paving, with the little marmoset huddled at his throat.


CHAPTER VI


BACK THROUGH TIME


THE pyramid was rocking dangerously as they fled up the ramp to where the flying ships were kept. The end was near. Langham held Helva until she found her feet. She whispered, "What did we do?"
   Langham told her, jerkily and without pride, as they struggled upward through a hell of cracking walls and falling rock and dust.
   "You remember how the harps sounded when Itzan came out to fight me, and how the low notes were blanked out when the quake struck? Everyone in the hall was dizzy for a minute. I thought it was the quake. Then I realized that the noise of the earth, which wasn't very strong, had neutralized...look out!"
   He held her as a mass of rock fell from the ceiling, almost blocking the passageway. They climbed over, Krim helping the feverish Sigri, and Langham went on.
   "It neutralized the sound of the harp-strings, as any two notes in the same phase will neutralize each other. The vibrations didn't quite match; the disharmony we heard was the sum of the difference between the notes. But between the 'different notes' and the tremendous silent vibrations, the air in the hall was set in motion in a freakish way. The vibrations in the air apparently transmitted themselves to the lymph in the utriculus of the ear. That's the fluid that presses on the balance hairs and tells us which way is up. The balance centers were so confused that we nearly fell.
   "I thought that what happened â�� God! Feel that jar! We've got to hurry! â�� might happen again, so I sent you to the harp and prayed. You finally hit it right. Xacul's balance centers were completely deranged. Of course, when he fell as I told him he would, and he saw me standing, his faith in himself was broken." Lang-ham's mouth made a grim line above his scarred chin. "He was mad, and deadly. I had to do it. But I can't help feeling..."
   They came out onto the flat top, under a moon as veiled and turgid as the sun had been, and stopped involuntarily. From west to east the northern sky was filled with flame where volcanoes burst, a vast leaping glare that flooded the whole country. In its light the land shook like a troubled sea, filled with the crash of falling buildings and the shrieks of little beings that ran and were swallowed up. Deep in the earth there were great drums booming, answered with thunder and dry lightning from low-scudding clouds, and from somewhere, far off, came a great rushing of water as the sea engulfed the lowlands.
   Coh Langham thought of the age-old symbol of the lotus drowned, and was filled with a longing and a tight-throated pity.
   The parapet broke away with part of the roof. Langham leaped for the nearest ship, giving Krim a hand with Sigri while Helva cranked furiously at the anti-gravity globe. The car shot upward, and Langham, looking back, saw the pyramid collapse onto the ruins of the palace like a child's castle of pebbles undermined by the sea.
   Hot, sulphurous wind tore at him as he raised the directional globe. Krim and Sigri were lost again in their private world, huddled over the linen in the light of the larger globe. Langham smiled, but he was no longer bitter. He knew now what he wanted.
   He took Helva in his arms, down on the floor of the pitching ship; his scarred hawk face was gentle, and the restlessness was gone from his eyes. "Helva," he said, "I can't leave you."
   Her wind-whipped hair caressed him. "You must. There is no other way." Her hands tightened suddenly on his wrists, and her face was hidden.
   "There may be a way," he whispered. "Kiss me, and let me think."
   On westward, they went, above the deathbed of a continent, over toppling hills and riven fields and lakes of sudden fire. Dawn was pale through the sprouting flames when they sighted the pyramid, miles away but still standing.
   Krim raised his shaggy head, and said wearily, "We've done it. We can run the time machine."
   "Will it hold four, Sigri?" asked Langham.
   Sigri's dark eyes went wide in his white face. "Easily. Why?"
   "Well," said Coh Langham slowly, "it seems I've made a mess of my life in one time. I'd like to try righting it in another. You see, I've just discovered I was born to be an archeologist, and it's seldom one can go back to his ruins when they were new! I think I know Krim well enough to know he won't pass up the chance either. I hope not, because I'm going to need him, to teach me the things I need to know. Later, perhaps, when we've written a book about Mu that'll knock the greybeards out of their complacency, we'll go back to our own time. I'd like Helva to see London and the Rhine and Switzerland...."
   He stopped at the sight of Krim's face, and laughed. Then he held out his hand. Krim took it and crushed it without speaking.
   Helva's hands were tight on Langham's shoulders. "What are you saying? You can't come with us. Sigri says it would mean destruction, for us and everyone!"
   "Sigri's theory has too many holes in it. He says that the large, the important things must not be altered. Who can judge what an 'important' thing is? Sometimes the smallest things change continents. And surely if the big things happened, the little things did too, and can't be changed by so much as the cutting of a fingernail.
   "He says that he and Helva must go through the Hole again, because it was done before, or suffer dire consequences. I don't think so, except that they'd surely be killed with the rest of the Murians if they stayed. I don't think so because no other part of their lives has exactly coincided with the lives of the first two who made the Hole. Therefore, if some things could be altered on the 'ribbon of time,' so could others."
   DAWN brightened where the land burned itself out. The pyramid loomed closer. Langham went on.
   "I think this is nearer right, Sigri. I think that instead of one ribbon wound on the spool of the universe, there are many, existing in different space-time continuums as people exist in different room's, without conflict. I think that each given time has a problematical future, a 'might-have-happened; and that if one goes back in time, one simply starts another ribbon winding on the cosmic spool toward another future, without disturbing the one, or the many, that already exist.
   "In other words, Sigri, instead of reliving happened time, you have simply come to a similar point on the new ribbon that the first Sigri started.Your future hasn't already been lived; it's as problematical as mine or Krim's.
   "How about it, Sigri? Does it appeal to your sense of logic?"
   "Yes," answered the Murian thoughtfully. "Yes, it does. As I say, I'm no scientist. But I'm willing to take the chance." His brilliant dark eyes went to Helva. The girl's smile was glorious. Sigri held out a hesitant hand.
   "This means friendship, doesn't it? After what you saved us from, Coh, I could be nothing but your friend. You, Krim; we are friends already!"
   Langham felt, for the first time in his life, almost insanely happy as he sent the ship plunging down.
   The ground groaned and split about them as they dashed for the doorway. White, staggering, Sigri led them to a strange machine in the dark interior; a circular platform surmounted by a vast corkscrew spiral of metal.
   "On the platform!" he shouted, and threw a switch on a complex control-board, A prism began to whirl within the coil.
   Helva's upturned face smiled at him in the coruscating brilliance. Langham had a fleeting glimpse of stone walls split and falling beyond a swirl of alien light. Then he was flying through blind, whirling space to start another ribbon winding on the cosmic spool.
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Enchantress of Venus


I


The ship moved slowly across the Red Sea, through the shrouding veils of mist, her sail barely filled by the languid thrust of the wind. Her hull, of a thin light metal, floated without sound, the surface of the strange ocean parting before her prow in silent rippling streamers of flame.


Night deepened toward the ship, a river of indigo flowing out of the west. The man known as Stark stood alone by the after rail and watched its coming. He was full of impatience and a gathering sense of danger, so that it seemed to him that even the hot wind smelled of it.


The steersman lay drowsily over his sweep. He was a big man, with skin and hair the color of milk. He did not speak, but Stark felt that now and again the man's eyes turned toward him, pale and calculating under half-closed lids, with a secret avarice.


The captain and the two other members of the little coasting vessel's crew were forward, at their evening meal. Once or twice Stark heard a burst of laughter, half-whispered and furtive. It was as though all four shared in some private joke, from which he was rigidly excluded.


The heat was oppressive. Sweat gathered on Stark's dark face. His shirt stuck to his back. The air was heavy with moisture, tainted with the muddy fecundity of the land that brooded westward behind the eternal fog.


There was something ominous about the sea itself. Even on its own world, the Red Sea is hardly more than legend. It lies behind the Mountains of White Cloud, the great barrier wall that hides away half a planet. Few men have gone beyond that barrier, into the vast mystery of Inner Venus. Fewer still have come back.


Stark was one of that handful. Three times before he had crossed the mountains, and once he had stayed for nearly a year. But he had never quite grown used to the Red Sea.


It was not water. It was gaseous, dense enough to float the buoyant hulls of the metal ships, and it burned perpetually with its deep inner fires. The mists that clouded it were stained with the bloody glow. Beneath the surface Stark could see the drifts of flame where the lazy currents ran, and the little coiling bursts of sparks that came upward and spread and melted into other bursts, so that the face of the sea was like a cosmos of crimson stars.


It was very beautiful, glowing against the blue, luminous darkness of the night. Beautiful, and strange.


There was a padding of bare feet, and the captain, Malthor, came up to Stark, his outlines dim and ghostly in the gloom.


"We will reach Shuruun," he said, "before the second glass is run."


Stark nodded. "Good."


The voyage had seemed endless, and the close confinement of the narrow deck had got badly on his nerves.


"You will like Shuruun," said the captain jovially. "Our wine, our food, our womenâ��all superb. We don't have many visitors. We keep to ourselves, as you will see. But those who do comeâ�¦"


He laughed, and clapped Stark on the shoulder. "Ah, yes. You will be happy in Shuruun!"


It seemed to Stark that he caught an echo of laughter from the unseen crew, as though they listened and found a hidden jest in Malthor's words.


Stark said, "That's fine."


"Perhaps," said Malthor, "you would like to lodge with me. I could make you a good price."


He had made a good price for Stark's passage from up the coast. An exorbitantly good one.


Stark said, "No."


"You don't have to be afraid," said the Venusian, in a confidential tone. "The strangers who come to Shuruun all have the same reason. It's a good place to hide. We're out of everybody's reach."


He paused, but Stark did not rise to his bait. Presently he chuckled and went on, "In fact, it's such a safe place that most of the strangers decide to stay on. Now, at my house, I could give youâ�¦"


Stark said again, flatly, "No."


The captain shrugged. "Very well. Think it over, anyway." He peered ahead into the red, coiling mists. "Ah! See there?" He pointed, and Stark made out the shadowy loom of cliffs. "We are coming into the strait now."


Malthor turned and took the steering sweep himself, the helmsman going forward to join the others. The ship began to pick up speed. Stark saw that she had come into the grip of a current that swept toward the cliffs, a river of fire racing ever more swiftly in the depths of the sea.


The dark wall seemed to plunge toward them. At first Stark could see no passage. Then, suddenly, a narrow crimson streak appeared, widened, and became a gut of boiling flame, rushing silently around broken rocks. Red fog rose like smoke. The ship quivered, sprang ahead, and tore like a mad thing into the heart of the inferno.


In spite of himself, Stark's hands tightened on the rail. Tattered veils of mist swirled past them. The sea, the air, the ship itself, seemed drenched in blood. There was no sound, in all that wild sweep of current through the strait Only the sullen fires burst and flowed.


The reflected glare showed Stark that the Straits of Shuruun were defended. Squat fortresses brooded on the cliffs. There were ballistas, and great windlasses for the drawing of nets across the narrow throat. The men of Shuruun could enforce their law that barred all foreign shipping from their gulf.


They had reason for such a law, and such a defense. The legitimate trade of Shuruun, such as it was, was in wine and the delicate laces woven from spider-silk. Actually, however, the city lived and throve on piracy, the arts of wrecking, and a contraband trade in the distilled juice of the vela poppy.


Looking at the rocks and the fortresses, Stark could understand how it was that Shuruun had been able for more centuries than anyone could tell to victimize the shipping of the Red Sea, and offer a refuge to the outlaw, the wolf's-head, the breaker of taboo.


With startling abruptness, they were through the gut and drifting on the still surface of this all but landlocked arm of the Red Sea.


Because of the shrouding fog, Stark could see nothing of the land. But the smell of it was stronger, warm damp soil and the heavy, faintly rotten perfume of vegetation half jungle, half swamp. Once, through a rift in the wreathing vapor, he thought he glimpsed the shadowy bulk of an island, but it was gone at once.


After the terrifying rush of the strait, it seemed to Stark that the ship barely moved. His impatience and the subtle sense of danger deepened. He began to pace the deck, with the nervous, velvet motion of a prowling cat. The moist, steamy air seemed all but unbreathable after the clean dryness of Mars, from whence he had come so recently. It was oppressively still.


Suddenly he stopped, his head thrown back, listening.


The sound was borne faintly on the slow wind. It came from everywhere and nowhere, a vague dim thing without source or direction. It almost seemed that the night itself had spokenâ��the hot blue night of Venus, crying out of the mists with a tongue of infinite woe.


It faded and died away, only half heard, leaving behind it a sense of aching sadness, as though all the misery and longing of a world had found voice in that desolate wail.


Stark shivered. For a time there was silence, and then he heard the sound again, now on a deeper note. Still faint and far away, it was sustained longer by the vagaries of the heavy air, and it became a chant, rising and falling. There were no words. It was not the sort of thing that would have need of words. Then it was gone again.


Stark turned to Malthor. "What was that?"


The man looked at him curiously. He seemed not to have heard.


"That wailing sound," said Stark impatiently.


"Oh, that." The Venusian shrugged. "A trick of the wind. It sighs in the hollow rocks around the strait."


He yawned, giving place again to the steersman, and came to stand beside Stark. The Earthman ignored him. For some reason, that sound half heard through the mists had brought his uneasiness to a sharp pitch.


Civilization had brushed over Stark with a light hand. Raised from infancy by half-human aboriginals, his perceptions were still those of a savage. His ear was good.


Malthor lied. That cry of pain was not made by any wind.


"I have known several Earthmen," said Malthor, changing the subject, but not too swiftly. "None of them were like you."


Intuition warned Stark to play along. "I don't come from Earth," he said. "I come from Mercury."


Malthor puzzled over that. Venus is a cloudy world, where no man has ever seen the Sun, let alone a star. The captain had heard vaguely of these things. Earth and Mars he knew of. But Mercury was an unknown word.


Stark explained. "The planet nearest the Sun. It's very hot there. The Sun blazes like a huge fire, and there are no clouds to shield it."


"Ah. That is why your skin is so dark." He held his own pale forearm close to Stark's and shook his head. "I have never seen such skin," he said admiringly. "Nor such great muscles."


Looking up, he went on in a tone of complete friendliness, "I wish you would stay with me. You'll find no better lodgings in Shuruun. And I warn you, there are people in the town who will take advantage of strangersâ��rob them, even slay them. Now, I am known by all as a man of honor. You could sleep soundly under my roof."


He paused, then added with a smile, "Also, I have a daughter. An excellent cookâ��and very beautiful."


The woeful chanting came again, dim and distant on the wind, an echo of warning against some unimagined fate.


Stark said for the third time, "No."


He needed no intuition to tell him to walk wide of the captain. The man was a rogue, and not a very subtle one.


A flint-hard, angry look came briefly into Malthor's eyes. "You're a stubborn man. You'll find that Shuruun is no place for stubbornness."


He turned and went away. Stark remained where he was. The ship drifted on through a slow eternity of time. And all down that long still gulf of the Red Sea, through the heat and the wreathing fog, the ghostly chanting haunted him, like the keening of lost souls in some forgotten hell.


Presently the course of the ship was altered. Malthor came again to the afterdeck, giving a few quiet commands. Stark saw land ahead, a darker blur on the night, and then the shrouded outlines of a city.


Torches blazed on the quays and in the streets, and the low buildings caught a ruddy glow from the burning sea itself. A squat and ugly town, Shuruun, crouching witch-like on the rocky shore, her ragged skirts dipped in blood.


The ship drifted in toward the quays.


Stark heard a whisper of movement behind him, the hushed and purposeful padding of naked feet. He turned, with the astonishing swiftness of an animal that feels itself threatened, his hand dropping to his gun.


A belaying pin, thrown by the steersman, struck the side of his head with stunning force. Reeling, half blinded, he saw the distorted shapes of men closing in upon him. Malthor's voice sounded, low and hard. A second belaying pin whizzed through the air and cracked against Stark's shoulder.


Hands were laid upon him. Bodies, heavy and strong, bore his down. Malthor laughed.


Stark's teeth glinted bare and white. Someone's cheek brushed past, and he sank them into the flesh. He began to growl, a sound that should never have come from a human throat. It seemed to the startled Venusians that the man they had attacked had by some wizardry become a beast, at the first touch of violence.


The man with the torn cheek screamed. There was a voiceless scuffling on the deck, a terrible intensity of motion, and then the great dark body rose and shook itself free of the tangle, and was gone, over the rail, leaving Malthor with nothing but the silken rags of a shirt in his hands.


The surface of the Red Sea closed without a ripple over Stark. There was a burst of crimson sparks, a momentary trail of flame going down like a drowned comet, and thenâ��nothing.


II


Stark dropped slowly downward through a strange world. There was no difficulty about breathing, as in a sea of water. The gases of the Red Sea support life quite well, and the creatures that dwell in it have almost normal lungs.


Stark did not pay much attention at first, except to keep his balance automatically. He was still dazed from the blow, and he was raging with anger and pain.


The primitive in him, whose name was not Stark but N'Chaka, and who had fought and starved and hunted in the blazing valleys of Mercury's Twilight Belt, learning lessons he never forgot, wished to return and slay Malthor and his men. He regretted that he had not torn out their throats, for now his trail would never be safe from them.


But the man Stark, who had learned some more bitter lessons in the name of civilization, knew the unwisdom of that. He snarled over his aching head, and cursed the Venusians in the harsh, crude dialect that was his mother tongue, but he did not turn back. There would be time enough for Malthor.


It struck him that the gulf was very deep.


Fighting down his rage, he began to swim in the direction of the shore. There was no sign of pursuit, and he judged that Malthor had decided to let him go. He puzzled over the reason for the attack. It could hardly be robbery, since he carried nothing but the clothes he stood in, and very little money.


No. There was some deeper reason. A reason connected with Malthor's insistence that he lodge with him. Stark smiled. It was not a pleasant smile. He was thinking of Shuruun, and the things men said about it, around the shores of the Red Sea.


Then his face hardened. The dim coiling fires through which he swam brought him memories of other times he had gone adventuring in the depths of the Red Sea.


He had not been alone then. Helvi had gone with himâ��the tall son of a barbarian kinglet up-coast by Yarell. They had hunted strange beasts through the crystal forests of the sea-bottom and bathed in the welling flames that pulse from the very heart of Venus to feed the ocean. They had been brothers.


Now Helvi was gone, into Shuruun. He had never returned.


Stark swam on. And presently he saw below him in the red gloom something that made him drop lower, frowning with surprise.


There were trees beneath him. Great forest giants towering up into an eerie sky, their branches swaying gently to the slow wash of the currents.


Stark was puzzled. The forests where he and Helvi had hunted were truly crystalline, without even the memory of life. The "trees" were no more trees in actuality than the branching corals of Terra's southern oceans.


But these were real, or had been. He thought at first that they still lived, for their leaves were green, and here and there creepers had starred them with great nodding blossoms of gold and purple and waxy white. But when he floated down close enough to touch them, he realized that they were deadâ��trees, creepers, blossoms, all.


They had not mummified, nor turned to stone. They were pliable, and their colors were very bright. Simply, they had ceased to live, and the gases of the sea had preserved them by some chemical magic, so perfectly that barely a leaf had fallen.


Stark did not venture into the shadowy denseness below the topmost branches. A strange fear came over him, at the sight of that vast forest dreaming in the depths of the gulf, drowned and forgotten, as though wondering why the birds had gone, taking with them the warm rains and the light of day.


He thrust his way upward, himself like a huge dark bird above the branches. An overwhelming impulse to get away from that unearthly place drove him on, his half-wild sense shuddering with an impression of evil so great that it took all his acquired common-sense to assure him that he was not pursued by demons.


He broke the surface at last, to find that he had lost his direction in the red deep and made a long circle around, so that he was far below Shuruun. He made his way back, not hurrying now, and presently clambered out over the black rocks.


He stood at the end of a muddy lane that wandered in toward the town. He followed it, moving neither fast nor slow, but with a wary alertness.


Huts of wattle-and-daub took shape out of the fog, increased in numbers, became a street of dwellings. Here and there rush-lights glimmered through the slitted windows. A man and a woman clung together in a low doorway. They saw him and sprang apart, and the woman gave a little cry. Stark went on. He did not look back, but he knew that they were following him quietly, at a little distance.


The lane twisted snakelike upon itself, crawling now through a crowded jumble of houses. There were more lights, and more people, tall white-skinned folk of the swamp-edges, with pale eyes and long hair the color of new flax, and the faces of wolves.


Stark passed among them, alien and strange with his black hair and sun-darkened skin. They did not speak, nor try to stop him. Only they looked at him out of the red fog, with a curious blend of amusement and fear, and some of them followed him, keeping well behind. A gang of small naked children came from somewhere among the houses and ran shouting beside him, out of reach, until one boy threw a stone and screamed something unintelligible except for one wordâ��Lhari. Then they all stopped, horrified, and fled.


Stark went on, through the quarter of the lacemakers, heading by instinct toward the wharves. The glow of the Red Sea pervaded all the air, so that it seemed as though the mist was full of tiny drops of blood. There was a smell about the place he did not like, a damp miasma of mud and crowding bodies and wine, and the breath of the vela poppy. Shuruun was an unclean town, and it stank of evil.


There was something else about it, a subtle thing that touched Stark's nerves with a chill finger. Fear. He could see the shadow of it in the eyes of the people, hear its undertone in their voices. The wolves of Shuruun did not feel safe in their own kennel. Unconsciously, as this feeling grew upon him, Stark's step grew more and more wary, his eyes more cold and hard.


He came out into a broad square by the harbor front. He could see the ghostly ships moored along the quays, the piled casks of wine, the tangle of masts and cordage dim against the background of the burning gulf. There were many torches here. Large low buildings stood around the square. There was laughter and the sound of voices from the dark verandas, and somewhere a woman sang to the melancholy lilting of a reed pipe.


A suffused glow of light in the distance ahead caught Stark's eye. That way the streets sloped to a higher ground, and straining his vision against the fog, he made out very dimly the tall bulk of a castle crouched on the low cliffs, looking with bright eyes upon the night, and the streets of Shuruun.


Stark hesitated briefly. Then he started across the square toward the largest of the taverns.


There were a number of people in the open space, mostly sailors and their women. They were loose and foolish with wine, but even so they stopped where they were and stared at the dark stranger, and then drew back from him, still staring.


Those who had followed Stark came into the square after him and then paused, spreading out in an aimless sort of way to join with other groups, whispering among themselves.


The woman stopped singing in the middle of a phrase.


A curious silence fell on the square. A nervous sibilance ran round and round under the silence, and men came slowly out from the verandas and the doors of the wine shops. Suddenly a woman with disheveled hair pointed her arm at Stark and laughed, the shrieking laugh of a harpy.


Stark found his way barred by three tall young men with hard mouths and crafty eyes, who smiled at him as hounds smile before the kill.


"Stranger," they said. "Earthman."


"Outlaw," answered Stark, and it was only half a lie.


One of the young men took a step forward. "Did you fly like a dragon over the Mountains of White Cloud? Did you drop from the sky?"


"I came on Malthor's ship."


A kind of sigh went round the square, and with it the name of Malthor. The eager faces of the young men grew heavy with disappointment. But the leader said sharply, "I was on the quay when Malthor docked. You were not on board."


It was Stark's turn to smile. In the light of the torches, his eyes blazed cold and bright as ice against the sun.


"Ask Malthor the reason for that," he said. "Ask the man with the torn cheek. Or perhaps," he added softly, "you would like to learn for yourselves."


The young men looked at him, scowling, in an odd mood of indecision. Stark settled himself, every muscle loose and ready. And the woman who had laughed crept closer and peered at Stark through her tangled hair, breathing heavily of the poppy wine.


All at once she said loudly, "He came out of the sea. That's where he came from. He'sâ�¦"


One of the young men struck her across the mouth and she fell down in the mud. A burly seaman ran out and caught her by the hair, dragging her to her feet again. His face was frightened and very angry. He hauled the woman away, cursing her for a fool and beating her as he went. She spat out blood, and said no more.


"Well," said Stark to the young men. "Have you made up your minds?"


"Minds!" said a voice behind themâ��a harsh-timbered, rasping voice that handled the liquid vocables of the Venusian speech very clumsily indeed. "They have no minds, these whelps! If they had, they'd be off about their business, instead of standing here badgering a stranger."


The young men turned, and now between them Stark could see the man who had spoken. He stood on the steps of the tavern. He was an Earthman, and at first Stark thought he was old, because his hair was white and his face deeply lined. His body was wasted with fever, the muscles all gone to knotty strings twisted over bone. He leaned heavily on a stick, and one leg was crooked and terribly scarred.


He grinned at Stark and said, in colloquial English, "Watch me get rid of 'em!"


He began to tongue-lash the young men, telling them that they were idiots, the misbegotten offspring of swamp-toads, utterly without manners, and that if they did not believe the stranger's story they should go and ask Malthor, as he suggested. Finally he shook his stick at them, fairly screeching.


"Go on, now. Go away! Leave us aloneâ��my brother of Earth and I!"


The young men gave one hesitant glance at Stark's feral eyes. Then they looked at each other and shrugged, and went away across the square half sheepishly, like great loutish boys caught in some misdemeanor.


The white-haired Earthman beckoned to Stark. And, as Stark came up to him on the steps he said under his breath, almost angrily, "You're in a trap."


Stark glanced back over his shoulder. At the edge of the square the three young men had met a fourth, who had his face bound up in a rag. They vanished almost at once into a side street, but not before Stark had recognized the fourth man as Malthor.


It was the captain he had branded.


With loud cheerfulness, the lame man said in Venusian, "Come in and drink with me, brother, and we will talk of Earth."


III


The tavern was of the standard low-class Venusian patternâ��a single huge room under bare thatch, the wall half open with the reed shutters rolled up, the floor of split logs propped up on piling out of the mud. A long low bar, little tables, mangy skins and heaps of dubious cushions on the floor around them, and at one end the entertainersâ��two old men with a drum and a reed pipe, and a couple of sulky, tired-looking girls.


The lame man led Stark to a table in the corner and sank down, calling for wine. His eyes, which were dark and haunted by long pain, burned with excitement. His hands shook. Before Stark had sat down he had begun to talk, his words stumbling over themselves as though he could not get them out fast enough.


"How is it there now? Has it changed any? Tell me how it isâ��the cities, the lights, the paved streets, the women, the Sun. Oh Lord, what I wouldn't give to see the Sun again, and women with dark hair and their clothes on!" He leaned forward, staring hungrily into Stark's face, as though he could see those things mirrored there. "For God's sake, talk to meâ��talk to me in English, and tell me about Earth!"


"How long have you been here?" asked Stark.


"I don't know. How do you reckon time on a world without a Sun, without one damned little star to look at? Ten years, a hundred years, how should I know? Forever. Tell me about Earth."


Stark smiled wryly. "I haven't been there for a long time. The police were too ready with a welcoming committee. But the last time I saw it, it was just the same."


The lame man shivered. He was not looking at Stark now, but at some place far beyond him.


"Autumn woods," he said. "Red and gold on the brown hills. Snow. I can remember how it felt to be cold. The air bit you when you breathed it. And the women wore high-heeled slippers. No big bare feet tromping in the mud, but little sharp heels tapping on clean pavement."


Suddenly he glared at Stark, his eyes furious and bright with tears.


"Why the hell did you have to come here and start me remembering? I'm Larrabee. I live in Shuruun. I've been here forever, and I'll be here till I die. There isn't any Earth. It's gone. Just look up into the sky, and you'll know it's gone. There's nothing anywhere but clouds, and Venus, and mud."


He sat still, shaking, turning his head from side to side. A man came with wine, put it down, and went away again. The tavern was very quiet. There was a wide space empty around the two Earthmen. Beyond that people lay on the cushions, sipping the poppy wine and watching with a sort of furtive expectancy.


Abruptly, Larrabee laughed, a harsh sound that held a certain honest mirth.


"I don't know why I should get sentimental about Earth at this late date. Never thought much about it when I was there."


Nevertheless, he kept his gaze averted, and when he picked up his cup his hand trembled so that he spilled some of the wine.


Stark was staring at him in unbelief. "Larrabee," he said. "You're Mike Larrabee. You're the man who got half a million credits out of the strong room of the Royal Venus."


Larrabee nodded. "And got away with it, right over the Mountains of White Cloud, that they said couldn't be flown. And do you know where that half a million is now? At the bottom of the Red Sea, along with my ship and my crew, out there in the gulf. Lord knows why I lived." He shrugged. "Well, anyway, I was heading for Shuruun when I crashed, and I got here. So why complain?"


He drank again, deeply, and Stark shook his head.


"You've been here nine years, then, by Earth time," he said. He had never met Larrabee, but he remembered the pictures of him that had flashed across space on police bands. Larrabee had been a young man then, dark and proud and handsome.


Larrabee guessed his thought. "I've changed, haven't I?"


Stark said lamely, "Everybody thought you were dead.''


Larrabee laughed. After that, for a moment, there was silence. Stark's ears were straining for any sound outside. There was none.


He said abruptly, "What about this trap I'm in?"


"I'll tell you one thing about it," said Larrabee. "There's no way out. I can't help you. I wouldn't if I could, get that straight. But I can't, anyway."


"Thanks," Stark said sourly. "You can at least tell me what goes on."


"Listen," said Larrabee. "I'm a cripple, and an old man, and Shuruun isn't the sweetest place in the solar system to live. But I do live. I have a wife, a slatternly wench I'll admit, but good enough in her way. You'll notice some little dark-haired brats rolling in the mud. They're mine, too. I have some skill at setting bones and such, and so I can get drunk for nothing as often as I willâ��which is often. Also, because of this bum leg, I'm perfectly safe. So don't ask me what goes on. I take great pains not to know."


Stark said, "Who are the Lhari?"


"Would you like to meet them?" Larrabee seemed to find something very amusing in that thought. "Just go on up to the castle. They live there. They're the Lords of Shuruun, and they're always glad to meet strangers."


He leaned forward suddenly. "Who are you anyway? What's your name, and why the devil did you come here?"


"My name is Stark. And I came here for the same reason you did."


"Stark," repeated Larrabee slowly, his eyes intent. "That rings a faint bell. Seems to me I saw a Wanted flash once, some idiot that had led a native revolt somewhere in the Jovian Coloniesâ��a big cold-eyed brute they referred to colorfully as the wild man from Mercury."


He nodded, pleased with himself. "Wild man, eh? Well, Shuruun will tame you down!"


"Perhaps," said Stark. His eyes shifted constantly, watching Larrabee, watching the doorway and the dark veranda and the people who drank but did not talk among themselves. "Speaking of strangers, one came here at the time of the last rains. He was Venusian, from up coast. A big young man. I used to know him. Perhaps he could help me."


Larrabee snorted. By now, he had drunk his own wine and Stark's too. "Nobody can help you. As for your friend, I never saw him. I'm beginning to think I should never have seen you." Quite suddenly he caught up his stick and got with some difficulty to his feet. He did not look at Stark, but said harshly, "You better get out of here." Then he turned and limped unsteadily to the bar.


Stark rose. He glanced after Larrabee, and again his nostrils twitched to the smell of fear. Then he went out of the tavern the way he had come in, through the front door. No one moved to stop him. Outside, the square was empty. It had begun to rain.


Stark stood for a moment on the steps. He was angry, and filled with a dangerous unease, the hair-trigger nervousness of a tiger that senses the beaters creeping toward him up the wind. He would almost have welcomed the sight of Malthor and the three young men. But there was nothing to fight but the silence and the rain.


He stepped out into the mud, wet and warm around his ankles. An idea came to him, and he smiled, beginning now to move with a definite purpose, along the side of the square.


The sharp downpour strengthened. Rain smoked from Stark's naked shoulders, beat against thatch and mud with a hissing rattle. The harbor had disappeared behind boiling clouds of fog, where water struck the surface of the Red Sea and was turned again instantly by chemical action into vapor. The quays and the neighboring streets were being swallowed up in the impenetrable mist. Lightning came with an eerie bluish flare, and thunder came rolling after it.


Stark turned up the narrow way that led toward the castle.


Its lights were winking out now, one by one, blotted by the creeping fog. Lightning etched its shadowy bulk against the night, and then was gone. And through the noise of the thunder that followed, Stark thought he heard a voice calling.


He stopped, half crouching, his hand on his gun. The cry came again, a girl's voice, thin as the wail of a sea-bird through the driving rain. Then he saw her, a small white blur in the street behind him, running, and even in that dim glimpse of her every line of her body was instinct with fright.


Stark set his back against a wall and waited. There did not seem to be anyone with her, though it was hard to tell in the darkness and the storm.


She came up to him, and stopped, just out of his reach, looking at him and away again with a painful irresoluteness. A bright flash showed her to him clearly. She was young, not long out of her childhood, and pretty in a stupid sort of way. Just now her mouth trembled on the edge of weeping, and her eyes were very large and scared. Her skirt clung to her long thighs, and above it her naked body, hardly fleshed into womanhood, glistened like snow in the wet. Her pale hair hung dripping over her shoulders.


Stark said gently, "What do you want with me?"


She looked at him, so miserably like a wet puppy that he smiled. And as though that smile had taken what little resolution she had out of her, she dropped to her knees, sobbing.


"I can't do it," she wailed. "He'll kill me, but I just can't do it!"


"Do what?" asked Stark.


She stared up at him. "Run away," she urged him. "Rim away now! You'll die in the swamps, but that's better than being one of the Lost Ones!" She shook her thin arms at him. "Run away!"


IV


The street was empty. Nothing showed, nothing stirred anywhere. Stark leaned over and pulled the girl to her feet, drawing her in under the shelter of the thatched eaves.


"Now then," he said. "Suppose you stop crying and tell me what this is all about."


Presently, between gulps and hiccoughs, he got the story out of her.


"I am Zareth," she said. "Malthor's daughter. He's afraid of you, because of what you did to him on the ship, so he ordered me to watch for you in the square, when you would come out of the tavern. Then I was to follow you, andâ�¦"


She broke off, and Stark patted her shoulder. "Go on."


But a new thought had occurred to her. "If I do, will you promise not to beat me, orâ�¦" She looked at his gun and shivered.


"I promise."


She studied his face, what she could see of it in the darkness, and then seemed to lose some of her fear.


"I was to stop you. I was to say what I've already said, about being Malthor's daughter and the rest of it, and then I was to say that he wanted me to lead you into an ambush while pretending to help you escape, but that I couldn't do it, and would help you escape anyhow because I hated Malthor and the whole business about the Lost Ones. So you would believe me, and follow me, and I would lead you into the ambush."


She shook her head and began to cry again, quietly this time, and there was nothing of the woman about her at all now. She was just a child, very miserable and afraid. Stark was glad he had branded Malthor.


"But I can't lead you into the ambush. I do hate Malthor, even if he is my father, because he beats me. And the Lost Onesâ�¦" She paused. "Sometimes I hear them at night, chanting way out there beyond the mist. It is a very terrible sound."


"It is," said Stark. "I've heard it. Who are the Lost Ones, Zareth?"


"I can't tell you that," said Zareth. "It's forbidden even to speak of them. And anyway," she finished honestly, "I don't even know. People disappear, that's all. Not our own people of Shuruun, at least not very often. But strangers like youâ��and I'm sure my father goes off into the swamps to hunt among the tribes there, and I'm sure he comes back from some of his voyages with nothing in his hold but men from some captured ship. Why, or what for, I don't know. Except I've heard the chanting."


"They live out there in the gulf, do they, the Lost Ones?"


"They must. There are many islands there."


"And what of the Lhari, the Lords of Shuruun? Don't they know what's going on? Or are they part of it?"


She shuddered, and said, "It's not for us to question the Lhari, nor even to wonder what they do. Those who have are gone from Shuruun, nobody knows where."


Stark nodded. He was silent for a moment, thinking. Then Zareth's little hand touched his shoulder.


"Go," she said. "Lose yourself in the swamps. You're strong, and there's something about you different from other men. You may live to find your way through."


"No. I have something to do before I leave Shuruun." He took Zareth's damp fair head between his hands and kissed her on the forehead. "You're a sweet child, Zareth, and a brave one. Tell Malthor that you did exactly as he told you, and it was not your fault I wouldn't follow you."


"He will beat me anyway," said Zareth philosophically, "but perhaps not quite so hard."


"He'll have no reason to beat you at all, if you tell him the truthâ��that I would not go with you because my mind was set on going to the castle of the Lhari."


There was a long, long silence, while Zareth's eyes widened slowly in horror, and the rain beat on the thatch, and fog and thunder rolled together across Shuruun.


'To the castle," she whispered. "Oh, no! Go into the swamps, or let Malthor take youâ��but don't go to the castle!" She took hold of his arm, her fingers biting into his flesh with the urgency of her plea. "You're a stranger, you don't knowâ�¦Please, don't go up there!"


"Why not?" asked Stark. "Are the Lhari demons? Do they devour men?" He loosened her hands gently. "You'd better go now. Tell your father where I am, if he wishes to come after me."


Zareth backed away slowly, out into the rain, staring at him as though she looked at someone standing on the brink of hell, not dead, but worse than dead. Wonder showed in her face, and through it a great yearning pity. She tried once to speak, and then shook her head and turned away, breaking into a run as though she could not endure to look upon Stark any longer. In a second she was gone.


Stark looked after her for a moment, strangely touched. Then he stepped out into the rain again, heading upward along the steep path that led to the castle of the Lords of Shuruun.


The mist was blinding. Stark had to feel his way, and as he climbed higher, above the level of the town, he was lost in the sullen redness. A hot wind blew, and each flare of lightning turned the crimson fog to a hellish purple. The night was full of a vast hissing where the rain poured into the gulf. He stopped once to hide his gun in a cleft between the rocks.


At length he stumbled against a carven pillar of black stone and found the gate that hung from it, a massive thing sheathed in metal. It was barred, and the pounding of his fists upon it made little sound.


Then he saw the gong, a huge disc of beaten gold beside the gate. Stark picked up the hammer that lay there, and set the deep voice of the gong rolling out between the thunderbolts.


A barred slit opened and a man's eyes looked out at him. Stark dropped the hammer.


"Open up!" he shouted. "I would speak with the Lhari!"


From within he heard an echo of laughter. Scraps of voices came to him on the wind, and then more laughter, and then, slowly, the great valves of the gate creaked open, wide enough only to admit him.


He stepped through, and the gateway shut behind him with a ringing clash.


He stood in a huge open court. Enclosed within its walls was a village of thatched huts, with open sheds for cooking, and behind them were pens for the stabling of beasts, the wingless dragons of the swamps that can be caught and broken to the goad.


He saw this only in vague glimpses, because of the fog. The men who had let him in clustered around him, thrusting him forward into the light that streamed from the huts.


"He would speak with the Lhari!" one of them shouted, to the women and children who stood in the doorways watching. The words were picked up and tossed around the court, and a great burst of laughter went up.


Stark eyed them, saying nothing. They were a puzzling breed. The men, obviously, were soldiers and guards to the Lhari, for they wore the harness of fighting men. As obviously, these were their wives and children, all living behind the castle walls and having little to do with Shuruun.


But it was their racial characteristics that surprised him. They had interbred with the pale tribes of the Swamp-Edges that had peopled Shuruun, and there were many with milk-white hair and broad faces. Yet even these bore an alien stamp. Stark was puzzled, for the race he would have named was unknown here behind the Mountains of White Cloud, and almost unknown anywhere on Venus at sea level, among the sweltering marshes and the eternal fogs.


They stared at him even more curiously, remarking on his skin and his black hair and the unfamiliar modeling of his face. The women nudged each other and whispered, giggling, and one of them said aloud, "They'll need a barrel-hoop to collar that neck!"


The guards closed in around him. "Well, if you wish to see the Lhari, you shall," said the leader, "but first we must make sure of you."


Spear-points ringed him round. Stark made no resistance while they stripped him of all he had, except for his shorts and sandals. He had expected that, and it amused him, for there was little enough for them to take.


"All right," said the leader. "Come on."


The whole village turned out in the rain to escort Stark to the castle door. There was about them the same ominous interest that the people of Shuruun had had, with one difference. They knew what was supposed to happen to him, knew all about it, and were therefore doubly appreciative of the game.


The great doorway was square and plain, and yet neither crude nor ungraceful. The castle itself was built of the black stone, each block perfectly cut and fitted, and the door itself was sheathed in the same metal as the gate, darkened but not corroded.


The leader of the guard cried out to the warder, "Here is one who would speak with the Lhari!"


The warder laughed. "And so he shall! Their night is long, and dull."


He flung open the heavy door and cried the word down the hallway. Stark could hear it echoing hollowly within, and presently from the shadows came servants clad in silks and wearing jeweled collars, and from the guttural sound of their laughter Stark knew that they had no tongues.


Stark faltered, then. The doorway loomed hollowly before him, and it came to him suddenly that evil lay behind it and that perhaps Zareth was wiser than he when she warned him from the Lhari.


Then he thought of Helvi, and of other things, and lost his fear in anger. Lightning burned the sky. The last cry of the dying storm shook the ground under his feet. He thrust the grinning warder aside and strode into the castle, bringing a veil of the red fog with him, and did not listen to the closing of the door, which was stealthy and quiet as the footfall of approaching Death.


Torches burned here and there along the walls, and by their smoky glare he could see that the hallway was like the entranceâ��square and unadorned, faced with the black rock. It was high, and wide, and there was about the architecture a calm reflective dignity that had its own beauty, in some ways more impressive than the sensuous loveliness of the ruined palaces he had seen on Mars.


There were no carvings here, no paintings nor frescoes. It seemed that the builders had felt that the hall itself was enough, in its massive perfection of line and the somber gleam of polished stone. The only decoration was in the window embrasures. These were empty now, open to the sky with the red fog wreathing through them, but there were still scraps of jewel-toned panes clinging to the fretwork, to show what they had once been.


A strange feeling swept over Stark. Because of his wild upbringing, he was abnormally sensitive to the sort of impressions that most men receive either dully or not at all.


Walking down the hall, preceded by the tongueless creatures in their bright silks and blazing collars, he was struck by a subtle difference in the place. The castle itself was only an extension of the minds of its builders, a dream shaped into reality. Stark felt that that dark, cool, curiously timeless dream had not originated in a mind like his own, nor like that of any man he had ever seen.


Then the end of the hall was reached, the way barred by low broad doors of gold fashioned in the same chaste simplicity.


A soft scurrying of feet, a shapeless tittering from the servants, a glancing of malicious, mocking eyes. The golden doors swung open, and Stark was in the presence of the Lhari.


V


They had the appearance in that first glance, of creatures glimpsed in a fever-dream, very bright and distant, robed in a misty glow that gave them an illusion of unearthly beauty.


The place in which the Earthman now stood was like a cathedral for breadth and loftiness. Most of it was in darkness, so that it seemed to reach without limit above and on all sides, as though the walls were only shadowy phantasms of the night itself. The polished black stone under his feet held a dim translucent gleam, depthless as water in a black tarn. There was no substance anywhere.


Far away in this shadowy vastness burned a cluster of lamps, a galaxy of little stars to shed a silvery light upon the Lords of Shuruun.


There had been no sound in the place when Stark entered, for the opening of the golden doors had caught the attention of the Lhari and held it in contemplation of the stranger. Stark began to walk toward them in this utter stillness.


Quite suddenly, in the impenetrable gloom somewhere to his right, there came a sharp scuffling and a scratching of reptilian claws, a hissing and a sort of low angry muttering, all magnified and distorted by the echoing vault into a huge demoniac whispering that swept all around him.


Stark whirled around, crouched and ready, his eyes blazing and his body bathed in cold sweat. The noise increased, rushing toward him. From the distant glow of the lamps came a woman's tinkling laughter, thin crystal broken against the vault. The hissing and snarling rose to hollow crescendo, and Stark saw a blurred shape bounding at him.


His hands reached out to receive the rush, but it never came. The strange shape resolved itself into a boy of about ten, who dragged after him on a bit of rope a young dragon, new and toothless from the egg, and protesting with all its strength.


Stark straightened up, feeling let down and furiousâ��and relieved. The boy scowled at him through a forelock of silver curls. Then he called him a very dirty word and rushed away, kicking and hauling at the little beast until it raged like the father of all dragons and sounded like it, too, in that vast echo chamber.


A voice spoke. Slow, harsh, sexless, it rang thinly through the vault. Thinâ��but a steel blade is thin, too. It speaks inexorably, and its word is final.


The voice said, "Come here, into the light."


Stark obeyed the voice. As he approached the lamps, the aspect of the Lhari changed and steadied. Their beauty remained, but it was not the same. They had looked like angels. Now that he could see them clearly, Stark thought that they might have been the children of Lucifer himself.


There were six of them, counting the boy. Two men, about the same age as Stark, with some complicated gambling game forgotten between them. A woman, beautiful, gowned in white silk, sitting with her hands in her lap, doing nothing. A woman, younger, not so beautiful perhaps, but with a look of stormy and bitter vitality. She wore a short tunic of crimson, and a stout leather glove on her left hand, where perched a flying thing of prey with its fierce eyes hooded. * The boy stood beside the two men, his head poised arrogantly. From time to time he cuffed the little dragon, and it snapped at him with its impotent jaws. He was proud of himself for doing that. Stark wondered how he would behave with the beast when it had grown its fangs.


Opposite him, crouched on a heap of cushions, was a third man. He was deformed, with an ungainly body and long spidery arms, and in his lap a sharp knife lay on a block of wood, half formed into the shape of an obese creature half woman, half pure evil. Stark saw with a flash of surprise that the face of the deformed young man, of all the faces there, was truly human, truly beautiful. His eyes were old in his boyish face, wise, and very sad in their wisdom. He smiled upon the stranger, and his smile was more compassionate than tears.


They looked at Stark, all of them, with restless, hungry eyes. They were the pure breed, that had left its stamp of alienage on the pale-haired folk of the swamps, the serfs who dwelt in the huts outside.


They were of the Cloud People, the folk of the High Plateaus, kings of the land on the farther slopes of the Mountains of White Cloud. It was strange to see them here, on the dark side of the barrier wall, but here they were. How they had come, and why, leaving their rich cool plains for the fetor of these foreign swamps, he could not guess. But there was no mistaking themâ��the proud fine shaping of their bodies, their alabaster skin, their eyes that were all colors and none, like the dawn sky, their hair that was pure warm silver.


They did not speak. They seemed to be waiting for permission to speak, and Stark wondered which one of them had voiced that steely summons.


Then it came again. "Come hereâ��come closer." And he looked beyond them, beyond the circle of lamps into the shadows again, and saw the speaker.


She lay upon a low bed, her head propped on silken pillows, her vast, her incredibly gigantic body covered with a silken pall. Only her arms were bare, two shapeless masses of white flesh ending in tiny hands. From time to time she stretched one out and took a morsel of food from the supply laid ready beside her, snuffling and wheezing with the effort, and then gulped the tidbit down with a horrible voracity.


Her features had long ago dissolved into a shaking formlessness, with the exception of her nose, which rose out of the fat curved and cruel and thin, like the bony beak of the creature that sat on the girl's wrist and dreamed its hooded dreams of blood. And her eyesâ�¦


Stark looked into her eyes and shuddered. Then he glanced at the carving half formed in the cripple's lap, and knew what thought had guided the knife.


Half woman, half pure evil. And strong. Very strong. Her strength lay naked in her eyes for all to see, and it was an ugly strength. It could tear down mountains, but it could never build.


He saw her looking at him. Her eyes bored into his as though they would search out his very guts and study them, and he knew that she expected him to turn away, unable to bear her gaze. He did not. Presently he smiled and said, "I have outstared a rock-lizard, to determine which of us should eat the other. And I've outstared the very rock while waiting for him."


She knew that he spoke the truth. Stark expected her to be angry, but she was not. A vague mountainous rippling shook her and emerged at length as a voiceless laughter.


"You see that?" she demanded, addressing the others. "You whelps of the Lhariâ��not one of you dares to face me down, yet here is a great dark creature from the gods know where who can stand and shame you."


She glanced again at Stark. "What demon's blood brought you forth, that you have learned neither prudence nor fear?"


Stark answered somberly, "I learned them both before I could walk. But I learned another thing alsoâ��a thing called anger."


"And you are angry?"


"Ask Malthor if I am, and why!"


He saw the two men start a little, and a slow smile crossed the girl's face.


"Malthor," said the hulk upon the bed, and ate a mouthful of roast meat dripping with fat. "That is interesting. But rage against Malthor did not bring you here. I am curious, Stranger. Speak."


"I will."


Stark glanced around. The place was a tomb, a trap. The very air smelled of danger. The younger folk watched him in silence. Not one of them had spoken since he came in, except the boy who had cursed him, and that was unnatural in itself. The girl leaned forward, idly stroking the creature on her wrist so that it stirred and ran its knife-like talons in and out of their bony sheaths with sensuous pleasure. Her gaze on Stark was bold and cool, oddly challenging. Of them all, she alone saw him as a man. To the others he was a problem, a diversionâ��something less than human.


Stark said, "A man came to Shuruun at the time of the last rains. His name was Helvi, and he was son of a little king by Yarell. He came seeking his brother, who had broken taboo and fled for his life. Helvi came to tell him that the ban was lifted, and he might return. Neither one came back."


The small evil eyes were amused, blinking in their tallowy creases. "And so?"


"And so I have come after Helvi, who is my friend."


Again there was the heaving of that bulk of flesh, the explosion of laughter that hissed and wheezed in snakelike echoes through the vault.


"Friendship must run deep with you, Stranger. Ah, well. The Lhari are kind of heart. You shall find your friend."


And as though that were the signal to end their deferential silence, the younger folk burst into laughter also, until the vast hall rang with it, giving back a sound like demons laughing on the edge of Hell.


The cripple only did not laugh, but bent his bright head over his carving, and sighed.


The girl sprang up. "Not yet, Grandmother! Keep him awhile."


The cold, cruel eyes shifted to her. "And what will you do with him, Varra? Haul him about on a string, like Bor with his wretched beast?"


"Perhapsâ��though I think it would need a stout chain to hold him." Varra turned and looked at Stark, bold and bright, taking in the breadth and the height of him, the shaping of the great smooth muscles, the iron line of the jaw. She smiled. Her mouth was very lovely, like the red fruit of the swamp tree that bears death in its pungent sweetness.


"Here is a man," she said. "The first man I have seen since my father died."


The two men at the gaming table rose, their faces flushed and angry. One of them strode forward and gripped the girl's arm roughly.


"So I am not a man," he said, with surprising gentleness. "A sad thing, for one who is to be your husband. It's best that we settle that now, before we wed."


Varra nodded. Stark saw that the man's fingers were cutting savagely into the firm muscle of her arm, but she did not wince.


"High time to settle it all, Egil. You have borne enough from me. The day is long overdue for my taming. I must learn now to bend my neck, and acknowledge my lord."


For a moment Stark thought she meant it, the note of mockery in her voice was so subtle. Then the woman in white, who all this time had not moved nor changed expression, voiced again the thin, tinkling laugh he had heard once before. From that, and the dark suffusion of blood in Egil's face, Stark knew that Varra was only casting the man's own phrases back at him. The boy let out one derisive bark, and was cuffed into silence.


Varra looked straight at Stark. "Will you fight for me?" she demanded.


Quite suddenly, it was Stark's turn to laugh. "No!" he said.


Varra shrugged. "Very well, then. I must fight for myself."


"Man," snarled Egil. "I'll show you who's a man, you scapegrace little vixen!"


He wrenched off his girdle with his free hand, at the same time bending the girl around so he could get a fair shot at her. The creature of prey clung to her wrist, beating its wings and screaming, its hooded head jerking.


With a motion so quick that it was hardly visible, Varra slipped the hood and flew the creature straight for Egil's face.


He let go, flinging up his arms to ward off the talons and the tearing beak. The wide wings beat and hammered. Egil yelled. The boy Bor got out of range and danced up and down shrieking with delight.


Varra stood quietly. The bruises were blackening on her arm, but she did not deign to touch them. Egil blundered against the gaming table and sent the ivory pieces flying. Then he tripped over a cushion and fell flat, and the hungry talons ripped his tunic to ribbons down the back.


Varra whistled, a clear peremptory call. The creature gave a last peck at the back of Egil's head and flopped sullenly back to its perch on her wrist. She held it, turning toward Stark. He knew from the poise of her that she was on the verge of launching her pet at him. But she studied him and then shook her head.


"No," she said, and slipped the hood back on. "You would kill it."


Egil had scrambled up and gone off into the darkness, sucking a cut on his arm. His face was black with rage. The other man looked at Varra.


"If you were pledged to me," he said, "I'd have that temper out of you!"


"Come and try it," answered Varra.


The man shrugged and sat down. "It's not my place. I keep the peace in my own house." He glanced at the woman in white, and Stark saw that her face, hitherto blank of any expression, had taken on a look of abject fear.


"You do," said Varra, "and, if I were Arel, I would stab you while you slept. But you're safe. She had no spirit to begin with."


Arel shivered and looked steadfastly at her hands. The man began to gather up the scattered pieces. He said casually, "Egil will wring your neck some day, Varra, and I shan't weep to see it."


All this time the old woman had eaten and watched, watched and eaten, her eyes glittering with interest.


"A pretty brood, are they not?" she demanded of Stark. "Full of spirit, quarreling like young hawks in the nest. That's why I keep them around me, soâ��they are such sport to watch. All except Treon there." She indicated the crippled youth. "He does nothing. Dull and soft-mouthed, worse than Arel. What a grandson to be cursed with! But his sister has fire enough for two." She munched a sweet, grunting with pride.


Treon raised his head and spoke, and his voice was like music, echoing with an eerie loveliness in that dark place.


"Dull I may be, Grandmother, and weak in body, and without hope. Yet I shall be the last of the Lhari. Death sits waiting on the towers, and he shall gather you all before me. I know, for the winds have told me."


He turned his suffering eyes upon Stark and smiled, a smile of such woe and resignation that the Earthman's heart ached with it. Yet there was a thankfulness in it too, as though some long waiting was over at last.


"You," he said softly, "Stranger with the fierce eyes. I saw you come, out of the darkness, and where you set foot there was a bloody print. Your arms were red to the elbows, and your breast was splashed with the redness, and on your brow was the symbol of death. Then I knew, and the wind whispered into my ear, 'It is so. This man shall pull the castle down, and its stones shall crush Shuruun and set the Lost Ones free.' "


He laughed, very quietly. "Look at him, all of you. For he will be your doom!"


There was a moment's silence, and Stark, with all the superstitions of a wild race thick within him, turned cold to the roots of his hair. Then the old woman said disgustedly, "Have the winds warned you of this, my idiot?"


And with astonishing force and accuracy she picked up a ripe fruit and flung it at Treon.


"Stop your mouth with that," she told him. "I am weary to death of your prophecies."


Treon looked at the crimson juice trickling slowly down the breast of his tunic, to drip upon the carving in his lap. The half formed head was covered with it. Treon was shaken with silent mirth.


"Well," said Varra, coming up to Stark, "what do you think of the Lhari? The proud Lhari, who would not stoop to mingle their blood with the cattle of the swamps. My half-witted brother, my worthless cousins, that little monster Bor who is the last twig of the treeâ��do you wonder I flew my falcon at Egil?"


She waited for an answer, her head thrown back, the silver curls framing her face like wisps of storm-cloud. There was a swagger about her that at once irritated and delighted Stark. A hellcat, he thought, but a mighty fetching one, and bold as brass. Boldâ��and honest. Her lips were parted, midway between anger and a smile.


He caught her to him suddenly and kissed her, holding her slim strong body as though she were a doll. He was in no hurry to set her down. When at last he did, he grinned and said, "Was that what you wanted?"


"Yes," answered Varra. "That was what I wanted." She spun about, her jaw set dangerously. "Grandmotherâ�¦"


She got no farther. Stark saw that the old woman was attempting to sit upright, her face purpling with effort and the most terrible wrath he had ever seen.


"You," she gasped at the girl. She choked on her fury and her shortness of breath, and then Egil came soft-footed into the light, bearing in his hand a thing made of black metal and oddly shaped, with a blunt, thick muzzle.


"Lie back, Grandmother," he said. "I had a mind to use this on Varraâ��"


Even as he spoke he pressed a stud, and Stark in the act of leaping for the sheltering darkness, crashed down and lay like a dead man. There had been no sound, no flash, nothing, but a vast hand that smote him suddenly into oblivion.


Egil finished,â��"but I see a better target."


VI


Red. Red. Red. The color of blood. Blood in his eyes. He was remembering now. The quarry had turned on him, and they had fought on the bare, blistering rocks.


Nor had N'Chaka killed. The Lord of the Rocks was very big, a giant among lizards, and N'Chaka was small. The Lord of the Rocks had laid open N'Chaka's head before the wooden spear had more than scratched his flank.


It was strange that N'Chaka still lived. The Lord of the Rocks must have been full fed. Only that had saved him.


N'Chaka groaned, not with pain, but with shame. He had failed. Hoping for a great triumph, he had disobeyed the tribal law that forbids a boy to hunt the quarry of a man, and he had failed. Old One would not reward him with the girdle and the flint spear of manhood. Old One would give him to the women for the punishment of little whips. Tika would laugh at him, and it would be many seasons before Old One would grant him permission to try the Man's Hunt.


Blood in his eyes.


He blinked to clear them. The instinct of survival was prodding him. He must arouse himself and creep away, before the Lord of the Rocks returned to eat him.


The redness would not go away. It swam and flowed, strangely sparkling. He blinked again, and tried to lift his head, and could not, and fear struck down upon him like the iron frost of night upon the rocks of the valley.


It was all wrong. He could see himself clearly, a naked boy dizzy with pain, rising and clambering over the ledges and the shale to the safety of the cave. He could see that, and yet he could not move.


All wrong. Time, space, the universe, darkened and turned.


A voice spoke to him. A girl's voice. Not Tika's and the speech was strange.


Tika was dead. Memories rushed through his mind, the bitter things, the cruel things. Old One was dead, and all the othersâ�¦


The voice spoke again, calling him by a name that was not his own.


Stark.


Memory shattered into a kaleidoscope of broken pictures, fragments, rushing, spinning. He was adrift among them. He was lost, and the terror of it brought a scream into his throat.


Soft hands touching his face, gentle words, swift and soothing. The redness cleared and steadied, though it did not go away, and quite suddenly he was himself again, with all his memories where they belonged.


He was lying on his back, and Zareth, Malthor's daughter, was looking down at him. He knew now what the redness was. He had seen it too often before not to know. He was somewhere at the bottom of the Red Seaâ��that weird ocean in which a man can breathe.


And he could not move. That had not changed, nor gone away. His body was dead.


The terror he had felt before was nothing, to the agony that filled him now. He lay entombed in his own flesh, staring up at Zareth, wanting an answer to a question he dared not ask.


She understood, from the look in his eyes.


"It's all right," she said, and smiled. "It will wear off. You'll be all right. It's only the weapon of the Lhari. Somehow it puts the body to sleep, but it will wake again."


Stark remembered the black object that Egil had held in his hands. A projector of some sort, then, beaming a current of high-frequency vibration that paralyzed the nerve centers. He was amazed. The Cloud People were barbarians themselves, though on a higher scale than the swamp-edge tribes, and certainly had no such scientific proficiency. He wondered where the Lhari had got hold of such a weapon.


It didn't really matter. Not just now. Relief swept over him, bringing him dangerously close to tears. The effect would wear off. At the moment, that was all he cared about.


He looked up at Zareth again. Her pale hair floated with the slow breathing of the sea, a milky cloud against the spark-shot crimson. He saw now that her face was drawn and shadowed, and there was a terrible hopelessness in her eyes. She had been alive when he first saw herâ��frightened, not too bright, but full of emotion and a certain dogged courage. Now the spark was gone, crushed out.


She wore a collar around her white neck, a ring of dark metal with the ends fused together for all time.


"Where are we?" he asked.


And she answered, her voice carrying deep and hollow in the dense substance of the sea, "We are in the place of the Lost Ones."


Stark looked beyond her, as far as he could see, since he was unable to turn his head. And wonder came to him.


Black walls, black vault above him, a vast hall filled with the wash of the sea that slipped in streaks of whispering flame through the high embrasures. A hall that was twin to the vault of shadows where he had met the Lhari.


"There is a city," said Zareth dully. "You will see it soon. You will see nothing else until you die."


Stark said, very gently, "How do you come here, little one?"


"Because of my father. I will tell you all I know, which is little enough. Malthor has been slaver to the Lhari for a long time. There are a number of them among the captains of Shuruun, but that is a thing that is never spoken ofâ��so I, his daughter, could only guess. I was sure of it when he sent me after you."


She laughed, a bitter sound. "Now I'm here, with the collar of the Lost Ones on my neck. But Malthor is here, too." She laughed again, ugly laughter to come from a young mouth. Then she looked at Stark, and her hand reached out timidly to touch his hair in what was almost a caress. Her eyes were wide, and soft, and full of tears.


"Why didn't you go into the swamps when I warned you?"


Stark answered stolidly, "Too late to worry about that now." Then, "You say Malthor is here, a slave?"


"Yes." Again, that look of wonder and admiration in her eyes. "I don't know what you said or did to the Lhari, but the Lord Egil came down in a black rage and cursed my father for a bungling fool because he could not hold you. My father whined and made excuses, and all would have been wellâ��only his curiosity got the better of him and he asked the Lord Egil what had happened. You were like a wild beast, Malthor said, and he hoped you had not harmed the Lady Varra, as he could see from Egil's wounds that there had been trouble.


"The Lord Egil turned quite purple. I thought he was going to fall in a fit."


"Yes," said Stark. "That was the wrong thing to say." The ludicrous side of it struck him, and he was suddenly roaring with laughter. "Malthor should have kept his mouth shut!"


"Egil called his guard and ordered them to take Malthor. And when he realized what had happened, Malthor turned on me, trying to say that it was all my fault, that I let you escape."


Stark stopped laughing.


Her voice went on slowly, "Egil seemed quite mad with fury. I have heard that the Lhari are all mad, and I think it is so. At any rate, he ordered me taken too, for he wanted to stamp Malthor's seed into the mud forever. So we are here."


There was a long silence. Stark could think of no word of comfort, and as for hope, he had better wait until he was sure he could at least raise his head. Egil might have damaged him permanently, out of spite. In fact, he was surprised he wasn't dead.


He glanced again at the collar on Zareth's neck. Slave. Slave to the Lhari, in the city of the Lost Ones.


What the devil did they do with slaves, at the bottom of the sea?


The heavy gases conducted sound remarkably well, except for an odd property of diffusion which made it seem that a voice came from everywhere at once. Now, all at once, Stark became aware of a dull clamor of voices drifting towards him.


He tried to see, and Zareth turned his head carefully so that he might.


The Lost Ones were returning from whatever work it was they did.


Out of the dim red murk beyond the open door they swam, into the long, long vastness of the hall that was filled with the same red murk, moving slowly, their white bodies trailing wakes of sullen flame. The host of the damned drifting through a strange red-litten hell, weary and without hope.


One by one they sank onto pallets laid in rows on the black stone floor, and lay there, utterly exhausted, their pale hair lifting and floating with the slow eddies of the sea. And each one wore a collar.


One man did not lie down. He came toward Stark, a tall barbarian who drew himself with great strokes of his arms so that he was wrapped in wheeling sparks. Stark knew his face.


"Helvi," he said, and smiled in welcome.


"Brother!"


Helvi crouched downâ��a great handsome boy he had been the last time Stark saw him, but he was a man now, with all the laughter turned to grim deep lines around his mouth and the bones of his face standing out like granite ridges.


"Brother," he said again, looking at Stark through a glitter of unashamed tears. "Fool." And he cursed Stark savagely because he had come to Shuruun to look for an idiot who had gone the same way, and was already as good as dead.


"Would you have followed me?" asked Stark.


"But I am only an ignorant child of the swamps," said Helvi. "You come from space, you know the other worlds, you can read and writeâ��you should have better sense!"


Stark grinned. "And I'm still an ignorant child of the rocks. So we're two fools together. Where is Tobal?"


Tobal was Helvi's brother, who had broken taboo and looked for refuge in Shuruun. Apparently he had found peace at last, for Helvi shook his head.


"A man cannot live too long under the sea. It is not enough merely to breathe and eat. Tobal overran his time, and I am close to the end of mine." He held up his hand and then swept it down sharply, watching the broken fires dance along his arms.


"The mind breaks before the body," said Helvi casually, as though it were a matter of no importance.


Zareth spoke. "Helvi has guarded you each period while the others slept."


"And not I alone," said Helvi. "The little one stood with me."


"Guarded me!" said Stark. "Why?"


For answer, Helvi gestured toward a pallet not far away. Malthor lay there, his eyes half open and full of malice, the fresh scar livid on his cheek.


"He feels," said Helvi, "that you should not have fought upon his ship."


Stark felt an inward chill of horror. To lie here helpless, watching Malthor come toward him with open fingers reaching for his helpless throatâ�¦


He made a passionate effort to move, and gave up, gasping. Helvi grinned.


"Now is the time I should wrestle you, Stark, for I never could throw you before." He gave Stark's head a shake, very gentle for all its apparent roughness. "You'll be throwing me again. Sleep now, and don't worry."


He settled himself to watch, and presently in spite of himself Stark slept, with Zareth curled at his feet like a little dog.


There was no time down there in the heart of the Red Sea. No daylight, no dawn, no space of darkness. No winds blew, no rain nor storm broke the endless silence. Only the lazy currents whispered by on their way to nowhere, and the red sparks, danced, and the great hall waited, remembering the past.


Stark waited, too. How long he never knew, but he was used to waiting. He had learned his patience on the knees of the great mountains whose heads lift proudly into open space to look at the Sun, and he had absorbed their own contempt for time.


Little by little, life returned to his body. A mongrel guard came now and again to examine him, pricking Stark's flesh with his knife to test the reaction, so that Stark should not malinger.


He reckoned without Stark's control. The Earthman bore his prodding without so much as a twitch until his limbs were completely his own again. Then he sprang up and pitched the man half the length of the hall, turning over and over, yelling with startled anger.


At the next period of labor, Stark was driven with the rest out into the City of the Lost Ones.


VII


Stark had been in places before that oppressed him with a sense of their strangeness or their wickednessâ��Sinharat, the lovely ruin of coral and gold lost in the Martin wastes; Jekkara, Valkisâ��the Low-Canal towns that smell of blood and wine; the cliff-caves of Arianrhod on the edge of Darkside, the buried tomb-cities of Callisto. But thisâ��this was nightmare to haunt a man's dreams.


He stared about him as he went in the long line of slaves, and felt such a cold shuddering contraction of his belly as he had never known before.


Wide avenues paved with polished blocks of stone, perfect as ebon mirrors. Buildings, tall and stately, pure and plain, with a calm strength that could outlast the ages. Black, all black, with no fripperies of paint or carving to soften them, only here and there a window like a drowned jewel glinting through the red.


Vines like drifts of snow cascading down the stones. Gardens with close-clipped turf and flowers lifting bright on their green stalks, their petals open to a daylight that was gone, their heads bending as though to some forgotten breeze. All neat, all tended, the branches pruned, the fresh soil turned this morningâ��by whose hand?


Stark remembered the great forest dreaming at the bottom of the gulf, and shivered. He did not like to think how long ago these flowers must have opened their young bloom to the last light they were ever going to see. For they were deadâ��dead as the forest, dead as the city. Forever brightâ��and dead.


Stark thought that it must always have been a silent city. It was impossible to imagine noisy throngs flocking to a market square down those immense avenues. The black walls were not made to echo song or laughter. Even the children must have moved quietly along the garden paths, small wise creatures born to an ancient dignity.


He was beginning to understand now the meaning of that weird forest. The Gulf of Shuruun had not always been a gulf. It had been a valley, rich, fertile, with this great city in its arms, and here and there on the upper slopes the retreat of some noble or philosopherâ��of which the castle of the Lhari was a survivor.


A wall of rock had held back the Red Sea from his valley. And then, somehow, the wall had cracked, and the sullen crimson tide had flowed slowly, slowly into the fertile bottoms, rising higher, lapping the towers and the tree tops in swirling flame, drowning the land forever. Stark wondered if the people had known the disaster was coming, if they had gone forth to tend their gardens for the last time so that they might remain perfect in the embalming gases of the sea.


The columns of slaves, herded by overseers armed with small black weapons similar to the one Egil had used, came out into a broad square whose farther edges were veiled in the red murk. And Stark looked on ruin.


A great building had fallen in the center of the square. The gods only knew what force had burst its walls and tossed the giant blocks like pebbles into a heap. But there it was, the one untidy thing in the city, a mountain of debris.


Nothing else was damaged. It seemed that this had been the place of temples, and they stood unharmed, ranked around the sides of the square, the dim fires rippling through their open porticoes. Deep in their inner shadows Stark thought he could make out images, gigantic things brooding in the spark-shot gloom.


He had no chance to study them. The overseers cursed them on, and now he saw what use the slaves were put to. They were clearing away the wreckage of the fallen building.


Helvi whispered, "For sixteen years men have slaved and died down here, and the work is not half done. And why do the Lhari want it done at all? I'll tell you why. Because they are mad, mad as swamp-dragons gone musth in the spring!"


It seemed madness indeed, to labor at this pile of rocks in a dead city at the bottom of the sea. It was madness. And yet the Lhari, though they might be insane, were not fools. There was a reason for it, and Stark was sure it was a good reasonâ��good for the Lhari, at any rate.


An overseer came up to Stark, thrusting him roughly toward a sledge already partly loaded with broken rocks. Stark hesitated, his eyes turning ugly, and Helvi said,


"Come on, you fool! Do you want to be down flat on your back again?"


Stark glanced at the little weapon, blunt and ready, and turned reluctantly to obey. And there began his servitude.


It was a weird sort of life he led. For a while he tried to reckon time by the periods of work and sleep, but he lost count, and it did not greatly matter anyway.


He labored with the others, hauling the huge blocks away, clearing out the cellars that were partly bared, shoring up weak walls underground. The slaves clung to their old habit of thought, calling the work-periods "days" and the sleep-periods "nights."


Each "day" Egil, or his brother Cond, came to see what had been done, and went away black-browed and disappointed, ordering the work speeded up.


Treon was there also much of the time. He would come slowly in his awkward crabwise way and perch like a pale gargoyle on the stones, never speaking, watching with his sad beautiful eyes. He woke a vague foreboding in Stark. There was something awesome in Treon's silent patience, as though he waited the coming of some black doom, long delayed but inevitable. Stark would remember the prophecy, and shiver.


It was obvious to Stark after a while that the Lhari were clearing the building to get at the cellars underneath. The great dark caverns already bared had yielded nothing, but the brothers still hoped. Over and over Cond and Egil sounded the walls and the floors, prying here and there, and chafing at the delay in opening up the underground labyrinth. What they hoped to find, no one knew.


Varra came, too. Alone, and often, she would drift down through the dim mist-fires and watch, smiling a secret smile, her hair like blown silver where the currents played with it. She had nothing but curt words for Egil, but she kept her eyes on the great dark Earthman, and there was a look in them that stirred his blood. Egil was not blind, and it stirred his too, but in a different way.


Zareth saw that look. She kept as close to Stark as possible, asking no favors, but following him around with a sort of quiet devotion, seeming contented only when she was near him. One "night" in the slave barracks she crouched beside his pallet, her hand on his bare knee. She did not speak, and her face was hidden by the floating masses of her hair.


Stark turned her head so that he could see her, pushing the pale cloud gently away.


"What troubles you, little sister?"


Her eyes were wide and shadowed with some vague fear. But she only said, "It's not my place to speak."


"Why not?"


"Becauseâ�¦" Her mouth trembled, and then suddenly she said, "Oh, it's foolish, I know. But the woman of the Lhariâ�¦"


"What about her?"


"She watches you. Always she watches you! And the Lord Egil is angry. There is something in her mind, and it will bring you only evil. I know it!"


"It seems to me," said Stark wryly, "that the Lhari have already done as much evil as possible to all of us."


"No," answered Zareth, with an odd wisdom. "Our hearts are still clean."


Stark smiled. He leaned over and kissed her. "I'll be careful, little sister."


Quite suddenly she flung her arms around his neck and clung to him tightly, and Stark's face sobered. He patted her, rather awkwardly, and then she had gone, to curl up on her own pallet with her head buried in her arms.


Stark lay down. His heart was sad, and there was a stinging moisture in his eyes.


The red eternities dragged on. Stark learned what Helvi had meant when he said that the mind broke before the body. The sea bottom was no place for creatures of the upper air. He learned also the meaning of the metal collars, and the manner of Tobal's death.


Helvi explained.


"There are boundaries laid down. Within them we may range, if we have the strength and the desire after work. Beyond them we may not go. And there is no chance of escape by breaking through the barrier. How this is done I do not understand, but it is so, and the collars are the key to it.


"When a slave approaches the barrier the collar brightens as though with fire, and the slave falls. I have tried this myself, and I know. Half paralyzed, you may still crawl back to safety. But if you are mad, as Tobal was, and charge the barrier stronglyâ�¦"


He made a cutting motion with his hands.


Stark nodded. He did not attempt to explain electricity or electronic vibrations to Helvi, but it seemed plain enough that the force with which the Lhari kept their slaves in check was something of the sort. The collars acted as conductors, perhaps for the same type of beam that was generated in the hand-weapons. When the metal broke the invisible boundary line it triggered off a force-beam from the central power station, in the manner of the obedient electric eye that opens doors and rings alarm bells. First a warningâ��then death.


The boundaries were wide enough, extending around the city and enclosing a good bit of forest beyond it. There was no possibility of a slave hiding among the trees, because the collar could be traced by the same type of beam, turned to low power, and the punishment meted out to a retaken man was such that few were foolish enough to try that game.


The surface, of course, was utterly forbidden. The one unguarded spot was the island where the central power station was, and here the slaves were allowed to come sometimes at night. The Lhari had discovered that they lived longer and worked better if they had an occasional breath of air and a look at the sky.


Many times Stark made that pilgrimage with the others. Up from the red depths they would come, through the reeling bands of fire where the currents ran, through the clouds of crimson sparks and the sullen patches of stillness that were like pools of blood, a company of white ghosts shrouded in flame, rising from their tomb for a little taste of the world they had lost.


It didn't matter that they were so weary they had barely the strength to get back to the barracks and sleep. They found the strength. To walk again on the open ground, to be rid of the eternal crimson dusk and the oppressive weight on the chestâ��to look up into the hot blue night of Venus and smell the fragrance of the liha-trees borne on the land windâ�¦They found the strength.


They sang here, sitting on the island rocks and staring through the mists toward the shore they would never see again. It was their chanting that Stark had heard when he came down the gulf with Malthor, that wordless cry of grief and loss. Now he was here himself, holding Zareth close to comfort her and joining his own deep voice into that primitive reproach to the gods.


While he sat, howling like the savage he was, he studied the power plant, a squat blockhouse of a place. On the nights the slaves came guards were stationed outside to warn them away. The blockhouse was doubly guarded with the shock-beam. To attempt to take it by force would only mean death for all concerned.


Stark gave that idea up for the time being. There was never a second when escape was not in his thoughts, but he was too old in the game to break his neck against a stone wall. Like Malthor, he would wait.


Zareth and Helvi both changed after Stark's coming. Though they never talked of breaking free, both of them lost their air of hopelessness. Stark made neither plans nor promises. But Helvi knew him from of old, and the girl had her own subtle understanding, and they held up their heads again.


Then, one "day" as the work was ending, Varra came smiling out of the red murk and beckoned to him, and Stark's heart gave a great leap. Without a backward look he left Helvi and Zareth, and went with her, down the wide still avenue that led outward to the forest


VIII


They left the stately buildings and the wide spaces behind them, and went in among the trees. Stark hated the forest. The city was bad enough, but it was dead, honestly dead, except for those neat nightmare gardens. There was something terrifying about these great trees, full-leafed and green, rioting with flowering vines and all the rich undergrowth of the jungle, standing like massed corpses made lovely by mortuary art They swayed and rustled as the coiling fires swept them, branches bending to that silent horrible parody of wind. Stark always felt trapped there, and stifled by the stiff leaves and the vines.


But he went, and Varra slipped like a silver bird between the great trunks, apparently happy.


"I have come here often, ever since I was old enough. It's wonderful. Here I can stoop and fly like one of my own hawks." She laughed and plucked a golden flower to set in her hair, and then darted away again, her white legs flashing.


Stark followed. He could see what she meant. Here in this strange sea one's motion was as much flying as swimming, since the pressure equalized the weight of the body. There was a queer sort of thrill in plunging headlong from the tree tops, to arrow down through a tangle of vines and branches and then sweep upward again.


She was playing with him, and he knew it. The challenge got his blood up. He could have caught her easily but he did not, only now and again he circled her to show his strength. They sped on and on, trailing wakes of flame, a black hawk chasing a silver dove through the forests of a dream.


But the dove had been fledged in an eagle's nest. Stark wearied of the game at last. He caught her and they clung together, drifting still among the trees with the momentum of that wonderful weightless flight.


Her kiss at first was lazy, teasing and curious. Then it changed. All Stark's smoldering anger leaped into a different kind of flame. His handling of her was rough and cruel, and she laughed, a little fierce voiceless laugh, and gave it back to him, and he remembered how he had thought her mouth was like a bitter fruit that would give a man pain when he kissed it.


She broke away at last and came to rest on a broad branch, leaning back against the trunk and laughing, her eyes brilliant and cruel as Stark's own. And Stark sat down at her feet.


"What do you want?" he demanded. "What do you want with me?"


She smiled. There was nothing sidelong or shy about her. She was bold as a new blade.


"I'll tell you, wild man."


He started. "Where did you pick up that name?"


"I have been asking the Earthman Larrabee about you. It suits you well." She leaned forward. "This is what I want of you. Slay me Egil and his brother Cond. Also Bor, who will grow up worse than eitherâ��although that I can do myself, if you're averse to killing children, though Bor is more monster than child. Grandmother can't live forever, and with my cousins out of the way she's no threat. Treon doesn't count."


"And if I doâ��what then?"


"Freedom. And me. You'll rule Shuruun at my side."


Stark's eyes were mocking. "For how long, Varra?"


"Who knows? And what does it matter? The years take care of themselves." She shrugged. "The Lhari blood has run out, and it's time there was a fresh strain. Our children will rule after us, and they'll be men."


Stark laughed. He roared with it.


"It's not enough that I'm a slave to the Lhari. Now I must be executioner and herd bull as well!" He looked at her keenly. "Why me, Varra? Why pick on me?"


"Because, as I have said, you are the first man I have seen since my father died. Also, there is something about youâ�¦"


She pushed herself upward to hover lazily, her lips just brushing his.


"Do you think it would be so bad a thing to live with me, wild man?"


She was lovely and maddening, a silver witch shining among the dim fires of the sea, full of wickedness and laughter. Stark reached out and drew her to him.


"Not bad," he murmured. "Dangerous."


He kissed her, and she whispered, "I think you're not afraid of danger,"


"On the contrary, I'm a cautious man." He held her off, where he could look straight into her eyes. "I owe Egil something on my own, but I will not murder. The fight must be fair, and Cond will have to take care of himself."


"Fair! Was Egil fair with youâ��or me?"


He shrugged. "My way, or not at all."


She thought it over a while, then nodded. "All right. As for Cond, you will give him a blood debt, and pride will make him fight. The Lhari are all proud," she added bitterly. "That's our curse. But it's bred in the bone, as you'll find out."


"One more thing. Zareth and Helvi are to go free, and there must be an end to this slavery."


She stared at him. "You drive a hard bargain, wild man!"


"Yes or no?"


"Yes or no?"


"Yes and no. Zareth and Helvi you may have, if you insist, though the gods know what you see in that pallid child. As to the otherâ�¦" She smiled very mockingly. "I'm no fool, Stark. You're evading me, and two can play that game."


He laughed. "Fair enough. And now tell me this, witch with the silver curlsâ��how am I to get at Egil that I may kill him?"


"I'll arrange that."


She said it with such vicious assurance that he was pretty sure she would arrange it. He was silent for a moment, and then he asked,


"Varraâ��what are the Lhari searching for at the bottom of the sea?"


She answered slowly, "I told you that we are a proud clan. We were driven out of the High Plateaus centuries ago because of our pride. Now it's all we have left, but it's a driving thing."


She paused, and then went on. "I think we had known about the city for a long time, but it had never meant anything until my father became fascinated by it. He would stay down here days at a time, exploring,, and it was he who found the weapons and the machine of power which is on the island. Then he found the chart and the metal book, hidden away in a secret place. The book was written in pictographsâ��as though it was meant to be decipheredâ��and the chart showed the square with the ruined building and the temples, with a separate diagram of catacombs underneath the ground.


"The book told of a secretâ��a thing of wonder and of fear. And my father believed that the building had been wrecked to close the entrance to the catacombs where the secret was kept. He determined to find it."


Sixteen years of other men's lives. Stark shivered. "What was the secret, Varra?"


"The manner of controlling life. How it was done I do not know, but with it one might build a race of giants, of monsters, or of gods. You can see what that would mean to us, a proud and dying clan."


"Yes," Stark answered slowly. "I can see."


The magnitude of the idea shook him. The builders of the city must have been wise indeed in their scientific research to evolve such a terrible power. To mold the living cells of the body to one's willâ��to create, not life itself but its form and fashionâ�¦


A race of giants, or of gods. The Lhari would like that. To transform their own degenerate flesh into something beyond the race of men, to develop their followers into a corps of fighting men that no one could stand against, to see that their children were given an unholy advantage over all the children of menâ�¦Stark was appalled at the realization of the evil they could do if they ever found that secret.


Varra said, "There was a warning in the book. The meaning of it was not quite clear, but it seemed that the ancient ones felt that they had sinned against the gods and been punished, perhaps by some plague. They were a strange race, and not human. At any rate, they destroyed the great building there as a barrier against anyone who should come after them, and then let the Red Sea in to cover their city forever. They must have been superstitious children, for all their knowledge."


"Then you all ignored the warning, and never worried that a whole city had died to prove it."


She shrugged. "Oh, Treon has been muttering prophecies about it for years. Nobody listens to him. As for myself, I don't care whether we find the secret or not. My belief is it was destroyed along with the building, and besides, I have no faith in such things."


"Besides," mocked Stark shrewdly, "you wouldn't care to see Egil and Cond striding across the heavens of Venus, and you're doubtful just what your own place would be in the new pantheon."


She showed her teeth at him. "You're too wise for your own good. And now goodbye." She gave him a quick, hard kiss and was gone, flashing upward, high above the treetops where he dared not follow.


Stark made his way slowly back to the city, upset and very thoughtful.


As he came back into the great square, heading toward the barracks, he stopped, every nerve taut.


Somewhere, in one of the shadowy temples, the clapper of a votive bell was swinging, sending its deep pulsing note across the silence. Slowly, slowly, like the beating of a dying heart it came, and mingled with it was the faint sound of Zareth's voice, calling his name.


IX


He crossed the square, moving very carefully through the red murk, and presently he saw her.


It was not hard to find her. There was one temple larger than all the rest. Stark judged that it must once have faced the entrance of the fallen building, as though the great figure within was set to watch over the scientists and the philosophers who came there to dream their vast and sometimes terrible dreams.


The philosophers were gone, and the scientists had destroyed themselves. But the image still watched over the drowned city, its hand raised both in warning and in benediction.


Now, across its reptilian knees, Zareth lay. The temple was open on all sides, and Stark could see her clearly, a little white scrap of humanity against the black unhuman figure.


Malthor stood beside her. It was he who had been tolling the votive bell. He had stopped now, and Zareth's words came clearly to Stark.


"Go away, go away! They're waiting for you. Don't come in here!"


"I'm waiting for you, Stark," Malthor called out, smiling. "Are you afraid to come?" And he took Zareth by the hair and struck her, slowly and deliberately, twice across the face.


All expression left Stark's face, leaving it perfectly blank except for his eyes, which took on a sudden lambent gleam. He began to move toward the temple, not hurrying even then, but moving in such a way that it seemed an army could not have stopped him.


Zareth broke free from her father. Perhaps she was intended to break free.


"Egil!" she screamed. "It's a trapâ�¦"


Again Malthor caught her and this time he struck her harder, so that she crumpled down again across the image that watched with its jeweled, gentle eyes and saw nothing.


"She's afraid for you," said Malthor. "She knows I mean to kill you if I can. Well, perhaps Egil is here also. Perhaps he is not. But certainly Zareth is here. I have beaten her well, and I shall beat her again, as long as she lives to be beaten, for her treachery to me. And if you want to save her from that, you outland dog, you'll have to kill me. Are you afraid?"


Stark was afraid. Malthor and Zareth were alone in the temple. The pillared colonnades were empty except for the dim fires of the sea. Yet Stark was afraid, for an instinct older than speech warned him to be.


It did not matter. Zareth's white skin was mottled with dark bruises, and Malthor was smiling at him, and it did not matter.


Under the shadow of the roof and down the colonnade he went, swiftly now, leaving a streak of fire behind him. Malthor looked into his eyes, and his smile trembled and was gone.


He crouched. And at the last moment, when the dark body plunged down at him as a shark plunges, he drew a hidden knife from his girdle and struck.


Stark had not counted on that. The slaves were searched for possible weapons every day, and even a sliver of stone was forbidden. Somebody must have given it to him, someoneâ�¦


The thought flashed through his mind while he was in the very act of trying to avoid that death blow. Too late, too late, because his own momentum carried him onto the pointâ�¦


Reflexes quicker than any man's, the hair-trigger reactions of a wild thing. Muscles straining, the center of balance shifted with an awful wrenching effort, hands grasping at the fire-shot redness as though to force it to defy its own laws. The blade ripped a long shallow gash across his breast. But it did not go home. By a fraction of an inch, it did not go home.


While Stark was still off balance, Malthor sprang.


They grappled. The knife blade glittered redly, a hungry tongue eager to taste Stark's life. The two men rolled over and over, drifting and tumbling erratically, churning the sea to a froth of sparks, and still the image watched, its calm reptilian features unchangingly benign and wise. Threads of a darker red laced heavily across the dancing fires.


Stark got Malthor's arm under his own and held it there with both hands. His back was to the man now. Malthor kicked and clawed with his feet against the backs of Stark's thighs, and his left arm came up and tried to clamp around Stark's throat. Stark buried his chin so that it could not, and then Malthor's hand began to tear at Stark's face, searching for his eyes.


Stark voiced a deep bestial sound in his throat. He moved his head suddenly, catching Malthor's hand between his jaws. He did not let go. Presently his teeth were locked against the thumb-joint, and Malthor was screaming, but Stark could give all his attention to what he was doing with the arm that held the knife. His eyes had changed. They were all beast now, the eyes of a killer blazing cold and beautiful in his dark face.


There was a dull crack, and the arm ceased to strain or fight. It bent back upon itself, and the knife fell, drifting quietly down. Malthor was beyond screaming now. He made one effort to get away as Stark released him, but it was a futile gesture, and he made no sound as Stark broke his neck.


He thrust the body from him. It drifted away, moving lazily with the suck of the currents through the colonnade, now and again touching a black pillar as though in casual wonder, wandering out at last into the square. Malthor was in no hurry. He had all eternity before him.


Stark moved carefully away from the girl, who was trying feebly now to sit up on the knees of the image. He called out, to some unseen presence hidden in the shadows under the roof,


"Malthor screamed your name, Egil. Why didn't you come?"


There was a flicker of movement in the intense darkness of the ledge at the top of the pillars.


"Why should I?" asked the Lord Egil of the Lhari. "I offered him his freedom if he could kill you, but it seems he could notâ��even though I gave him a knife, and drugs to keep your friend Helvi out of the way."


He came out where Stark could see him, very handsome in a tunic of yellow silk, the blunt black weapon in his hands.


"The important thing was to bait a trap. You would not face me because of thisâ��" He raised the weapon. "I might have killed you as you worked, of course, but my family would have had hard things to say about that. You're a phenomenally good slave."


"They'd have said hard words like 'coward,' Egil," Stark said softly. "And Varra would have set her bird at you in earnest."


Egil nodded. His lip curved cruelly. "Exactly. That amused you, didn't it? And now my little cousin is training another falcon to swoop at me. She hooded you today, didn't she, Outlander?"


He laughed. "Ah well. I didn't kill you openly because there's a better way. Do you think I want it gossiped all over the Red Sea that my cousin jilted me for a foreign slave? Do you think I wish it known that I hated you, and why? No. I would have killed Malthor anyway, if you hadn't done it, because he knew. And when I have killed you and the girl I shall take your bodies to the barrier and leave them there together, and it will be obvious to everyone, even Varra, that you were killed trying to escape."


The weapon's muzzle pointed straight at Stark, and Egil's finger quivered on the trigger stud. Full power, this time. Instead of paralysis, death. Stark measured the distance between himself and Egil. He would be dead before he struck, but the impetus of his leap might carry him on, and give Zareth a chance to escape. The muscles of his thighs stirred and tensed.


A voice said, "And will it be obvious how and why I died, Egil? For if you kill them, you must kill me too."


Where Treon had come from, or when, Stark did not know. But he was there by the image, and his voice was full of a strong music, and his eyes shone with a fey light.


Egil had started, and now he swore in fury. "You idiot! You twisted freak! How did you come here?"


"How does the wind come, and the rain? I am not as other men." He laughed, a somber sound with no mirth in it. "I am here, Egil, and that's all that matters. And you will not slay this stranger who is more beast than man, and more man than any of us. The gods have a use for him."


He had moved as he spoke, until now he stood between Stark and Egil.


"Get out of the way," said Egil.


Treon shook his head.


"Very well," said Egil. "If you wish to die, you may."


The fey gleam brightened in Treon's eyes. "This is a day of death," he said softly, "but not of his, or mine."


Egil said a short, ugly word, and raised the weapon up.


Things happened very quickly after that. Stark sprang, arching up and over Treon's head, cleaving the red gases like a burning arrow. Egil started back, and shifted his aim upward, and his finger snapped down on the trigger stud.


Something white came between Stark and Egil, and took the force of the bolt.


Something white. A girl's body, crowned with streaming hair, and a collar of metal glowing bright around the slender neck.


Zareth.


They had forgotten her, the beaten child crouched on the knees of the image. Stark had moved to keep her out of danger, and she was no threat to the mighty Egil, and Treon's thoughts were known only to himself and the winds that taught him. Unnoticed, she had crept to a place where one last plunge would place her between Stark and death.


The rush of Stark's going took him on over her, except that her hair brushed softly against his skin. Then he was on top of Egil, and it had all been done so swiftly that the Lord of the Lhari had not had time to loose another bolt.


Stark tore the weapon from Egil's hand. He was cold, icy cold, and there was a strange blindness on him, so that he could see nothing clearly but Egil's face. And it was Stark who screamed this time, a dreadful sound like the cry of a great cat gone beyond reason or fear.


Treon stood watching. He watched the blood stream darkly into the sea, and he listened to the silence come, and he saw the thing that had been his cousin drift away on the slow tide, and it was as though he had seen it all before and was not surprised.


Stark went to Zareth's body. The girl was still breathing, very faintly, and her eyes turned to Stark, and she smiled.


Stark was blind now with tears. All his rage had run out of him with Egil's blood, leaving nothing but an aching pity and a sadness, and a wondering awe. He took Zareth very tenderly into his arms and held her, dumbly, watching the tears fall on her upturned face. And presently he knew that she was dead.


Sometime later Treon came to him and said softly, "To this end she was born, and she knew it, and was happy. Even now she smiles. And she should, for she had a better death than most of us." He laid his hand on Stark's shoulder. "Come, I'll show you where to put her. She will be safe there, and tomorrow you can bury her where she would wish to be."


Stark rose and followed him, bearing Zareth in his arms.


Treon went to the pedestal on which the image sat. He pressed in a certain way upon a series of hidden springs, and a section of the paving slid noiselessly back, revealing stone steps leading down.


X


Treon led the way down, into darkness that was lightened only by the dim fires they themselves woke in passing. No currents ran here. The red gas lay dull and stagnant, closed within the walls of a square passage built of the same black stone.


"These are the crypts," he said. "The labyrinth that is shown on the chart my father found." And he told about the chart, as Varra had.


He led the way surely, his misshapen body moving without hesitation past the mouths of branching corridors and the doors of chambers whose interiors were lost in shadow.


"The history of the city is here. All the books and the learning, that they had not the heart to destroy. There are no weapons. They were not a warlike people, and I think that the force we of the Lhari have used differently was defensive only, protection against the beasts and the raiding primitives of the swamps."


With a great effort, Stark wrenched his thoughts away from the light burden he carried.


"I thought," he said dully, "that the crypts were under the wrecked building."


"So we all thought. We were intended to think so. That is why the building was wrecked. And for sixteen years we of the Lhari have killed men and women with dragging the stones of it away. But the temple was shown also in the chart. We thought it was there merely as a landmark, an identification for the great building. But I began to wonderâ�¦"


"How long have you known?"


"Not long. Perhaps two rains. It took many seasons to find the secret of this passage. I came here at night, when the others slept."


"And you didn't tell?"


"No!" said Treon. "You are thinking that if I had told, there would have been an end to the slavery and the death. But what then? My family, turned loose with the power to destroy a world, as this city was destroyed? No! It was better for the slaves to die."


He motioned Stark aside, then, between doors of gold that stood ajar, into a vault so great that there was no guessing its size in the red and shrouding gloom.


"This was the burial place of their kings," said Treon softly. "Leave the little one here."


Stark looked around him, still too numb to feel awe, but impressed even so.


They were set in straight lines, the beds of black marbleâ��lines so long that there was no end to them except the limit of vision. And on them slept the old kings, their bodies, marvelously embalmed, covered with silken palls, their hands crossed upon their breasts, their wise unhuman faces stamped with the mark of peace.


Very gently, Stark laid Zareth down on a marble couch, and covered her also with silk, and closed her eyes and folded her hands. And it seemed to him that her face, too, had that look of peace.


He went out with Treon, thinking that none of them had earned a better place in the hall of kings than Zareth.


"Treon," he said.


"Yes?"


"That prophecy you spoke when I came to the castleâ��I will bear it out."


Treon nodded. "That is the way of prophecies."


He did not return toward the temple, but led the way deeper into the heart of the catacombs. A great excitement burned within him, a bright and terrible thing that communicated itself to Stark. Treon had suddenly taken on the stature of a figure of destiny, and the Earthman had the feeling that he was in the grip of some current that would plunge on irresistibly until everything in its path was swept away. Stark's flesh quivered.


They reached the end of the corridor at last. And there, in the red gloom, a shape sat waiting before a black, barred door. A shape grotesque and incredibly misshapen, so horribly malformed that by it Treon's crippled body appeared almost beautiful. Yet its face was as the faces of the images and the old kings, and its sunken eyes had once held wisdom, and one of its seven-fingered hands was still slim and sensitive.


Stark recoiled. The thing made him physically sick, and he would have turned away, but Treon urged him on.


"Go closer. It is dead, embalmed, but it has a message for you. It has waited all this time to give that message."


Reluctantly, Stark went forward.


Quite suddenly, it seemed that the thing spoke.


Behold me. Look upon me, and take counsel before you grasp that power which lies beyond the door!


Stark leaped back, crying out, and Treon smiled.


"It was so with me. But I have listened to it many times since then. It speaks not with a voice, but within the mind, and only when one has passed a certain spot."


Stark's reasoning mind pondered over that. A thought-record, obviously, triggered off by an electronic beam. The ancients had taken good care that their warning would be heard and understood by anyone who should solve the riddle of the catacombs. Thought-images, speaking directly to the brain, know no barrier of time or language.


He stepped forward again, and once more the telepathic voice spoke to him.


"We tampered with the secrets of the gods. We intended no evil. It was only that we love perfection, and wished to shape all living things as flawless as our buildings and our gardens. We did not know that it was against the Lawâ�¦


"I was one of those who found the way to change the living cell. We used the unseen force that comes from the Land of the Gods beyond the sky, and we so harnessed it that we could build from the living flesh as the potter builds from the clay. We healed the halt and the maimed, and made those stand tall and straight who came crooked from the egg, and for a time we were as brothers to the gods themselves. I myself, even I, knew the glory of perfection. And then came the reckoning.


"The cell, once made to change, would not stop changing. The growth was slow, and for a while we did not notice it, but when we did it was too late. We were becoming a city of monsters. And the force we had used was worse than useless, for the more we tried to mold the monstrous flesh to its normal shape, the more the stimulated cells grew and grew, until the bodies we labored over were like things of wet mud that flow and change even as you look at them.


"One by one the people of the city destroyed themselves. And those of us who were left realized the judgment of the gods, and our duty. We made all things ready, and let the Red Sea hide us forever from our own kind, and those who should come after.


"Yet we did not destroy our knowledge. Perhaps it was our pride only that forbade us, but we could not bring ourselves to do it. Perhaps other gods, other races wiser than we, can take away the evil and keep only the good. For it is good for all creatures to be, if not perfect, at least strong and sound.


"But heed this warning, whoever you may be that listen. If your gods are jealous, if your people have not the wisdom or the knowledge to succeed where we failed in controlling this force, then touch it not! Or you, and all your people, will become as I."


The voice stopped. Stark moved back again, and said to Treon incredulously, "And your family would ignore that warning?"


Treon laughed. "They are fools. They are cruel and greedy and very proud. They would say that this was a lie to frighten away intruders, or that human flesh would not be subject to the laws that govern the flesh of reptiles. They would say anything, because they have dreamed this dream too long to be denied."


Stark shuddered and looked at the black door. "The thing ought to be destroyed."


"Yes," said Treon softly.


His eyes were shining, looking into some private dream of his own. He started forward, and when Stark would have gone with him he thrust him back, saying, "No. You have no part in this." He shook his head.


"I have waited," he whispered, almost to himself. "The winds bade me wait, until the day was ripe to fall from the tree of death. I have waited, and at dawn I knew, for the wind said, Now is the gathering of the fruit at hand."


He looked suddenly at Stark, and his eyes had in them a clear sanity, for all their feyness.


"You heard, Stark. 'We made those stand tall and straight who came crooked from the egg.' I will have my hour. I will stand as a man for the little time that is left."


He turned, and Stark made no move to follow. He watched Treon's twisted body recede, white against the red dusk, until it passed the monstrous watcher and came to the black door. The long thin arms reached up and pushed the bar away.


The door swung slowly back. Through the opening Stark glimpsed a chamber that held a structure of crystal rods and discs mounted on a frame of metal, the whole thing glowing and glittering with a restless bluish light that dimmed and brightened as though it echoed some vast pulse-beat. There was other apparatus, intricate banks of tubes and condensers, but this was the heart of it, and the heart was still alive.


Treon passed within and closed the door behind him.


Stark drew back some distance from the door and its guardian, crouched down, and set his back against the wall. He thought about the apparatus. Cosmic rays, perhapsâ��the unseen force that came from beyond the sky. Even yet, all their potentialities were not known. But a few luckless spacemen had found that under certain conditions they could do amazing things to human tissue.


It was a line of thought Stark did not like at all. He tried to keep his mind away from Treon entirely. He tried not to think at all. It was dark there in the corridor, and very still, and the shapeless horror sat quiet in the doorway and waited with him. Stark began to shiver, a shallow animal-twitching of the flesh.


He waited. After a while he thought Treon must be dead, but he did not move. He did not wish to go into that room to see.


He waited.


Suddenly he leaped up, cold sweat bursting out all over him. A crash had echoed down the corridor, a clashing of shattered crystal and a high singing note that trailed off into nothing.


The door opened.


A man came out. A man tall and straight and beautiful as an angel, a strong-limbed man with Treon's face, Treon's tragic eyes. And behind him the chamber was dark. The pulsing heart of power had stopped.


The door was shut and barred again. Treon's voice was saying, "There are records left, and much of the apparatus, so that the secret is not lost entirely. Only it is out of reach."


He came to Stark and held out his hand. "Let us fight together, as men. And do not fear. I shall die, long before this body changes." He smiled, the remembered smile that was full of pity for all living things. "I know, for the winds have told me."


Stark took his hand and held it.


"Good," said Treon. "And now lead on, stranger with the fierce eyes. For the prophecy is yours, and the day is yours, and I who have crept about like a snail all my life know little of battles. Lead, and I will follow."


Stark fingered the collar around his neck. "Can you rid me of this?"


Treon nodded. "There are tools and acid in one of the chambers."


He found them, and worked swiftly, and while he worked Stark thought, smilingâ��and there was no pity in that smile at all.


They came back at last into the temple, and Treon closed the entrance to the catacombs. It was still night, for the square was empty of slaves. Stark found Egil's weapon where it had fallen, on the ledge where Egil died.


"We must hurry," said Stark. "Come on."


XI


The island was shrouded heavily in mist and the blue darkness of the night. Stark and Treon crept silently among the rocks until they could see the glimmer of torchlight through the window-slits of the power station.


There were seven guards, five inside the blockhouse, two outside to patrol.


When they were close enough, Stark slipped away, going like a shadow, and never a pebble turned under his bare foot. Presently he found a spot to his liking and crouched down. A sentry went by not three feet away, yawning and looking hopefully at the sky for the first signs of dawn.


Treon's voice rang out, the sweet unmistakable voice. "Ho, there, guards!"


The sentry stopped and whirled around. Off around the curve of the stone wall someone began to run, his sandals thud-thudding on the soft ground, and the second guard came up.


"Who speaks?" one demanded. "The Lord Treon?"


They peered into the darkness, and Treon answered, "Yes." He had come forward far enough so that they could make out the pale blur of his face, keeping his body out of sight among the rocks and the shrubs that sprang up between them.


"Make haste," he ordered. "Bid them open the door, there." He spoke in breathless jerks, as though spent. "A tragedyâ��a disaster! Bid them open!"


One of the men leaped to obey, hammering on the massive door that was kept barred from the inside. The other stood goggle-eyed, watching. Then the door opened, spilling a flood of yellow torchlight into the red fog.


"What is it?" cried the men inside. "What has happened?"


"Come out!" gasped Treon. "My cousin is dead, the Lord Egil is dead, murdered by a slave."


He let that sink in. Three or more men came outside into the circle of light, and their faces were frightened, as though somehow they feared they might be held responsible for this thing.


"You know him," said Treon. "The great black-haired one from Earth. He has slain the Lord Egil and got away into the forest, and we need all extra guards to go after him, since many must be left to guard the other slaves, who are mutinous. You, and youâ��" He picked out the four biggest ones. "Go at once and join the search. I will stay here with the others."


It nearly worked. The four took a hesitant step or two, and then one paused and said doubtfully,


"But, my lord, it is forbidden that we leave our posts, for any reason. Any reason at all, my lord! The Lord Cond would slay us if we left this place."


"And you fear the Lord Cond more than you do me," said Treon philosophically. "Ah, well. I understand."


He stepped out, full into the light.


A gasp went up, and then a startled yell. The three men from inside had come out armed only with swords, but the two sentries had their shock-weapons. One of them shrieked,


"It is a demon, who speaks with Treon's voice!"


And the two black weapons started up.


Behind them, Stark fired two silent bolts in quick succession, and the men fell, safely out of the way for hours. Then he leaped for the door.


He collided with two men who were doing the same thing. The third had turned to hold Treon off with his sword until they were safely inside.


Seeing that Treon, who was unarmed, was in danger of being spitted on the man's point, Stark fired between the two lunging bodies as he fell, and brought the guard down. Then he was involved in a thrashing tangle of arms and legs, and a lucky blow jarred the shock-weapon out of his hand.


Treon added himself to the fray. Pleasuring in his new strength, he caught one man by the neck and pulled him off. The guards were big men, and powerful, and they fought desperately. Stark was bruised and bleeding from a cut mouth before he could get in a finishing blow.


Someone rushed past him into the doorway. Treon yelled. Out of the tail of his eyes Stark saw the Lhari sitting dazed on the ground. The door was closing.


Stark hunched up his shoulders and sprang.


He hit the heavy panel with a jar that nearly knocked him breathless. It slammed open, and there was a cry of pain and the sound of someone falling. Stark burst through, to find the last of the guards rolling every which way over the floor. But one rolled over onto his feet again, drawing his sword as he rose. He had not had time before.


Stark continued his rush without stopping. He plunged headlong into the man before the point was clear of the scabbard, bore him over and down, and finished the man off with savage efficiency.


He leaped to his feet, breathing hard, spitting blood out of his mouth, and looked around the control room. But the others had fled, obviously to raise the warning.


The mechanism was simple. It was contained in a large black metal oblong about the size and shape of a coffin, equipped with grids and lenses and dials. It hummed softly to itself, but what its source of power was Stark did not know. Perhaps those same cosmic rays, harnessed to a different use.


He closed what seemed to be a master switch, and the humming stopped, and the flickering light died out of the lenses. He picked up the slain guard's sword and carefully wrecked everything that was breakable. Then he went outside again.


Treon was standing up, shaking his head. He smiled ruefully.


"It seems that strength alone is not enough," he said. "One must have skill as well."


"The barriers are down," said Stark. "The way is clear."


Treon nodded, and went with him back into the sea. This time both carried shock weapons taken from the guardsâ��six in all, with Egil's. Total armament for war.


As they forged swiftly through the red depths, Stark asked, "What of the people of Shuruun? How will they fight?"


Treon answered, "Those of Malthor's breed will stand for the Lhari. They must, for all their hope is there. The others will wait, until they see which side is safest. They would rise against the Lhari if they dared, for we have brought them only fear in their lifetimes. But they will wait, and see."


Stark nodded. He did not speak again.


They passed over the brooding city, and Stark thought of Egil and of Malthor who were part of that silence now, drifting slowly through the empty streets where the little currents took them, wrapped in their shrouds of dim fire.


He thought of Zareth sleeping in the hall of kings, and his eyes held a cold, cruel light.


They swooped down over the slave barracks. Treon remained on watch outside. Stark went in, taking with him the extra weapons.


The slaves still slept. Some of them dreamed, and moaned in their dreaming, and others might have been dead, with their hollow faces white as skulls.


Slaves. One hundred and four, counting the women.


Stark shouted out to them, and they woke, starting up on their pallets, their eyes full of terror. Then they saw who it was that called them, standing collarless and armed, and there was a great surging and a clamor that stilled as Stark shouted again, demanding silence. This time Helvi's voice echoed his. The tall barbarian had wakened from his drugged sleep.


Stark told them, very briefly, all that happened.


"You are freed from the collar," he said. "This day you can survive or die as men, and not slaves." He paused, then asked, "Who will go with me into Shuruun?"


They answered with one voice, the voice of the Lost Ones, who saw the red pall of death begin to lift from over them. The Lost Ones, who had found hope again.


Stark laughed. He was happy. He gave the extra weapons to Helvi and three others that he chose, and Helvi looked into his eyes and laughed too.


Treon spoke from the open door. "They are coming!"


Stark gave Helvi quick instructions and darted out, taking with him one of the other men. With Treon, they hid among the shrubbery of the garden that was outside the hall, patterned and beautiful, swaying its lifeless brilliance in the lazy drifts of lire.


The guards came. Twenty of them, tall armed men, to turn out the slaves for another period of labor, dragging the useless stones.


And the hidden weapons spoke with their silent tongues.


Eight of the guards fell inside the hall. Nine of them went down outside. Ten of the slaves died before the remaining three were overcome.


Now there were twenty swords among ninety-four slaves, counting the women.


They left the city and rose up over the dreaming forest, a flight of white ghosts with flames in their hair, coming back from the red dusk and the silence to find the light again.


Light, and vengeance.


The first pale glimmer of dawn was sifting through the clouds as they came up among the rocks below the castle of the Lhari. Stark left them and went like a shadow up the tumbled cliffs to where he had hidden his gun on the night he had first come to Shuruun. Nothing stirred. The fog lifted up from the sea like a vapor of blood, and the face of Venus was still dark. Only the high clouds were touched with pearl.


Stark returned to the others. He gave one of his shock-weapons to a swamp-lander with a cold madness in his eyes. Then he spoke a few final words to Helvi and went back with Treon under the surface of the sea.


Treon led the way. He went along the face of the submerged cliff, and presently he touched Stark's arm and pointed to where a round mouth opened in the rock.


"It was made long ago," said Treon, "so that the Lhari and their slavers might come and go and not be seen. Comeâ��and be very quiet."


They swam into the tunnel mouth, and down the dark way that lay beyond, until the lift of the floor brought them out of the sea. Then they felt their way silently along, stopping now and again to listen.


Surprise was their only hope. Treon had said that with the two of them they might succeed. More men would surely be discovered, and meet a swift end at the hands of the guards.


Stark hoped Treon was right.


They came to a blank wall of dressed stone. Treon leaned his weight against one side, and a great block swung slowly around on a central pivot. Guttering torchlight came through the crack. By it Stark could see that the room beyond was empty.


They stepped through, and as they did so a servant in bright silks came yawning into the room with a fresh torch to replace the one that was dying.


He stopped in mid-step, his eyes widening. He dropped the torch. His mouth opened to shape a scream, but no sound came, and Stark remembered that these servants were tonguelessâ��to prevent them from telling what they saw or heard in the castle, Treon said.


The man spun about and fled, down a long dim-lit hall. Stark ran him down without effort. He struck once with the barrel of bis gun, and the man fell and was still.


Treon came up. His face had a look almost of exaltation, a queer shining of the eyes that made Stark shiver. He led on, through a series of empty rooms, all somber black, and they met no one else for a while.


He stopped at last before a small door of burnished gold. He looked at Stark once, and nodded, and thrust the panels open and stepped through.


XII


They stood inside the vast echoing hall that stretched away into darkness until it seemed there was no end to it. The cluster of silver lamps burned as before, and within their circle of radiance the Lhari started up from their places and stared at the strangers who had come in through their private door.


Cond, and Arel with her hands idle in her lap. Bor, pummeling the little dragon to make it hiss and snap, laughing at its impotence. Varra, stroking the winged creature on her wrist, testing with her white finger the sharpness of its beak. And the old woman, with a scrap of fat meat halfway to her mouth.


They had stopped, frozen, in the midst of these actions. And Treon walked slowly into the light.


"Do you know me?" he said.


A strange shivering ran through them. Now, as before, the old woman spoke first, her eyes glittering with a look as rapacious as her appetite.


"You are Treon," she said, and her whole vast body shook.


The name went crying and whispering off around the dark walls. Treon! Treon! Treon! Cond leaped forward, touching his cousin's straight strong body with hands that trembled.


"You have found it," he said. "The secret."


"Yes." Treon lifted his silver head and laughed, a beautiful ringing bell-note that sang from the echoing corners. "I found it, and it's gone, smashed, beyond your reach forever. Egil is dead, and the day of the Lhari is done."


There was a long, long silence, and then the old woman whispered, "You lie!"


Treon turned to Stark.


"Ask him, the stranger who came bearing doom upon his forehead. Ask him if I lie."


Cond's face became something less than human. He made a queer crazed sound and flung himself at Treon's throat.


Bor screamed suddenly. He alone was not much concerned with the finding or the losing of the secret, and he alone seemed to realize the significance of Stark's presence. He screamed, looking at the big dark man, and went rushing off down the hall, crying for the guard as he went, and the echoes roared and racketed. He fought open the great doors and ran out, and as he did so the sound of fighting came through from the compound.


The slaves, with their swords and clubs, with their stones and shards of rock, had come over the wall from the cliffs.


Stark had moved forward, but Treon did not need his help. He had got his hands around Cond's throat, and he was smiling. Stark did not disturb him.


The old woman was talking, cursing, commanding, choking on her own apoplectic breath. Arel began to laugh. She did not move, and her hands remained limp and open in her lap. She laughed and laughed, and Varra looked at Stark and hated him.


"You're a fool, wild man," she said. "You would not take what I offered you, so you shall have nothingâ��only death."


She slipped the hood from her creature and set it straight at Stark. Then she drew a knife from her girdle and plunged it into Treon's side.


Treon reeled back. His grip loosened and Cond tore away, half throttled, raging, his mouth flecked with foam. He drew his short sword and staggered in upon Treon.


Furious wings beat and thundered around Stark's head, and talons were clawing for his eyes. He reached up with his left hand and caught the brute by one leg and held it. Not long, but long enough to get one clear shot at Cond that dropped him in his tracks. Then he snapped the falcon's neck.


He flung the creature at Varra's feet, and picked up the gun again. The guards were rushing into the hall now at the lower end, and he began to fire at them.


Treon was sitting on the floor. Blood was coming in a steady trickle from his side, but he had the shock-weapon in his hands, and he was still smiling.


There was a great boiling roar of noise from outside. Men were fighting there, killing, dying, screaming their triumph or their pain. The echoes raged within the hall, and the noise of Stark's gun was like a hissing thunder. The guards, armed only with swords, went down like ripe wheat before the sickle, but there were many of them, too many for Stark and Treon to hold for long.


The old woman shrieked and shrieked, and was suddenly still.


Helvi burst in through the press, with a knot of collared slaves. The fight dissolved into a whirling chaos. Stark threw his gun away. He was afraid now of hitting his own men. He caught up a sword from a fallen guard and began to hew his way to the barbarian.


Suddenly Treon cried his name. He leaped aside, away from the man he was fighting, and saw Varra fall with the dagger still in her hand. She had come up behind him to stab, and Treon had seen and pressed the trigger stud just in time.


For the first time, there were tears in Treon's eyes.


A sort of sickness came over Stark. There was something horrible in this spectacle of a family destroying itself. He was too much the savage to be sentimental over Varra, but all the same he could not bear to look at Treon for a while.


Presently he found himself back to back with Helvi, and as they swung their swordsâ��the shock-weapons had been discarded for the same reason as Stark's gunâ��Helvi panted, "It has been a good fight, my brother! We cannot win, but we can have a good death, which is better than slavery!"


It looked as though Helvi was right. The slaves, unfortunately, weakened by their long confinement, worn out by overwork, were being beaten back. The tide turned, and Stark was swept with it out into the compound, fighting stubbornly.


The great gate stood open. Beyond it stood the people of Shuruun, watching, hanging backâ��as Treon had said, they would wait and see.


In the forefront, leaning on his stick, stood Larrabee the Earthman.


Stark cut his way free of the press. He leaped up onto the wall and stood there, breathing hard, sweating, bloody, with a dripping sword in his hand. He waved it, shouting down to the men of Shuruun.


"What are you waiting for, you scuts, you women? The Lhari are dead, the Lost Ones are freedâ��must we of Earth do all your work for you?"


And he looked straight at Larrabee.


Larrabee stared back, his dark suffering eyes full of a bitter mirth. "Oh, well," he said in English. "Why not?"


He threw back his head and laughed, and the bitterness was gone. He voiced a high, shrill rebel yell and lifted his stick like a cudgel, limping toward the gate, and the men of Shuruun gave tongue and followed him.


After that, it was soon over.


They found Bor's body in the stable pens, where he had fled to hide when the fighting started. The dragons, maddened by the smell of the blood, had slain him very quickly.


Helvi had come through alive, and Larrabee, who had kept himself carefully out of harm's way after he had started the men of Shurrun on their attack. Nearly half the slaves were dead, and the rest wounded. Of those who had served the Lhari, few were left.


Stark went back into the great hall. He walked slowly, for he was very weary, and where he set his foot there was a bloody print, and his arms were red to the elbows, and his breast was splashed with the redness. Treon watched him come, and smiled, nodding.


"It is as I said. And I have outlived them all."


Arel had stopped laughing at last. She had made no move to run away, and the tide of battle had rolled over her and drowned her unaware. The old woman lay still, a mountain of inert flesh upon her bed. Her hand still clutched a ripe fruit, clutched convulsively in the moment of death, the red juice dripping through her fingers.


"Now I am going, too," said Treon, "and I am well content. With me goes the last of our rotten blood, and Venus will be the cleaner for it. Bury my body deep, stranger with the fierce eyes. I would not have it looked on after this."


He sighed and fell forward.


Bor's little dragon crept whimpering out from its hiding place under the old woman's bed and scurried away down the hall, trailing its dragging rope.


Stark leaned on the taffrail, watching the dark mass of Shuruun recede into the red mists.


The decks were crowded with the outland slaves, going home. The Lhari were gone, the Lost Ones freed forever, and Shuruun was now only another port on the Red Sea. Its people would still be wolf's-heads and pirates, but that was natural and as it should be. The black evil was gone.


Stark was glad to see the last of it. He would be glad also to see the last of the Red Sea.


The off-shore wind sent the ship briskly down the gulf. Stark thought of Larrabee, left behind with his dreams of winter snows and city streets and women with dainty feet. It seemed that he had lived too long in Shuruun, and had lost the courage to leave it.


"Poor Larrabee," he said to Helvi, who was standing near him. "He'll die in the mud, still cursing it."


Someone laughed behind him. He heard a limping step on the deck and turned to see Larrabee coming toward him.


"Changed my mind at the last minute," Larrabee said. 'Tve been below, lest I should see my muddy brats and be tempted to change it again." He leaned beside Stark, shaking his head. "Ah, well, they'll do nicely without me. I'm an old man, and I've a right to choose my own place to die in. I'm going back to Earth, with you."


Stark glanced at him. "I'm not going to Earth."


Larrabee sighed. "No. No, I suppose you're not. After all, you're no Earthman, really, except for an accident of blood. Where are you going?"


"I don't know. Away from Venus, but I don't know yet where."


Larrabee's dark eyes surveyed him shrewdly. " 'A restless, cold-eyed tiger of a man,' that's what Varra said. He's lost something, she said. He'll look for it all his life, and never find it."


After that there was silence. The red fog wrapped them, and the wind rose and sent them scudding before it.


Then, faint and far off, there came a moaning wail, a sound like broken chanting that turned Stark's flesh cold.


All on board heard it. They listened, utterly silent, their eyes wide, and somewhere a woman began to weep.


Stark shook himself. "It's only the wind," he said roughly, "in the rocks by the strait."


The sound rose and fell, weary, infinitely mournful, and the part of Stark that was N'Chaka said that he lied. It was not the wind that keened so sadly through the mists. It was the voices of the Lost Ones who were forever lostâ��Zareth, sleeping in the hall of kings, and all the others who would never leave the dreaming city and the forest, never find the light again.


Stark shivered, and turned away, watching the leaping fires of the strait sweep toward them.
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THE BLUE BEHEMOTH


BUCKY SHANNON leaned forward across the little hexagonal table. He knocked over the pitcher of thil, but it didn't matter. The pitcher was empty. He jabbed me in the breastbone with his forefinger, not very hard. Not hard enough to jar the ribs clean loose, just enough to spring them.
   "We," he said, "are broke. We are finished, through. Washed up and down the drain." He added, as an afterthought, "Destitute." I looked at him. I said sourly, "You're kidding!"
   "Kidding." Shannon put his elbows on the table and peered at me through a curtain of very blond hair that was trying hard to be red. He says I'm kidding! With Shannon's Imperial Circus, the Greatest Show in Space, plastered so thick with attachments..."
   "It's no more plastered than you are." I was sore because he'd been a lot quicker grabbing the pitcher. "The Greatest Show in Space. Phooey! I've wetnursed Shannon's Imperial Circus around the Triangle for eleven years, and I know. It's lousy, it's mangy, it's broken-down! Nothing works, from the ship to the roustabouts. In short, it
   I must have had the pitcher oftener than I thought. obody in-
   Buckhalter Shannon's Imperial Circus to Buckhalter Shannon's face unless he's tired and wants a long rest in a comfy fracture-frame.
   Shannon got up. He got up slowly. I had plenty of time to see his grey green eyes get sleepy, and hear the quarter-Earthblood Martian girl wailing about love over by the battered piano, and watch the cat-eyes of the little dark people at the tables swing round toward us, pleased and kind of hungry.


I had plenty of time to think how I only weigh one-thirty-seven to Shannon's one-seventy-five, and how I'm not as young as I used to be.
   I said, "Bucky. Hold on, fella. I..."
   Somebody said, "Excuse me, gentlemen. Is one of you Mister Buckhalter Shannon?"
   Shannon put his hands down on his belt. He closed his eyes and smiled pleasantly and said, very gently:
   "Would you be collecting for the feed bill, or the fuel?"
   I shot a glance at the newcomer. He'd saved me from a beating, even if he was a lousy bill-collector; and I felt sorry for him. Bucky Shannon settled his shoulders and hips like a dancer.
   The stranger was a little guy. He even made me look big. He was dressed in darkngreen synthesilk, very conservative. There was a powdering of grey in his hair and his skin was pink, soft, and shaved painfully clean. He had the kind of a face that nice maiden-ladies will trust with their last dime. I looked for his strong-arm squad.
   There didn't seem to be any. The little guy looked at Shannon with pale blue eyes like a baby, and his voice was softer than Bucky's.
   He said, "I don't think you understand."
   I felt cold, suddenly, between the shoulders. Somebody scraped a chair back. It sounded like he'd ripped the floor open, it was so quiet. I got my brassies on, and my hands were sweating. Bucky Shannon sighed, and let his fist start traveling, a long, deceptive arc.
   Then I saw what the little guy was holding in his hand.
   I yelled and knocked the table over into Bucky. It made a lot of
   It knocked him sideways and down, and the little dark men jumped up, quivering and showing their teeth. The Martian girl screamed.
   Micky heaved the table off his lap and cursed me. "What's eating you, Jig? I'm not going to hurt him."
   "Shut up," I said. "Look what he's got there. Money!"
   The little guy looked at me. He hadn't turned a hair. "Yes," he said. "Money. Quite a lot of it. Would you gentlemen permit me to join you?"
   Bucky Shannon got up.
   "Delighted. I'm Shannon. This is Jig Bentley, my business manager." He looked down at the table. "I'm sorry about that. Mistaken identity."
   The little guy smiled. He did it with his lips. The rest of his face stayed placid and babyish, almost transparent. I realized with a start that it wasn't transparent at all. It was the most complete dead-pan I ever met, and you couldn't see into those innocent blue eyes any more than you could see through sheet metal.
   I didn't like him. I didn't like him at all. But he had money. I said, "Howdy. Let's go find a booth. These Marshies make me nervous, looking like hungry cats at a mouse-hole."
   The little guy nodded. "Excellent idea. My name is Beamish. Simon Beamish. I wish to â�� ah â�� charter your circus."
   I LOOKED at Bucky. He looked hungrier than the Marshies did. We didn't say anything until we got Beamish into a curtained booth with a fresh pitcher of thil on the table. Then I cleared my throat.
   "What exactly did you have in mind, Mr. Beamish?"
   Beamish sipped his drink, made a polite face, and put it down. "I have independent means, gentlemen. It has always been my desire to lighten the burden of life for those less fortunate..."
   Bucky got red around the ears. "Just a minute," he murmured, and started to get up. I kicked him under the table.
   "Shut up, you lug. Let Mister Beamish finish."
   He sat down, looking like a mean dog waiting for the postman. Beamish ignored him. He went on, quietly,
   "I have always held that entertainment, of the right sort, is the most valuable aid humanity can have in its search for the alleviation of toil and boredom..."
   I said, "Sure, sure. But what was your idea?"
   "There are many towns along the Venusian frontiers where no entertainment of the â�� proper sort has been available. I propose to remedy that. I propose to charter your circus, Mister Shannon, to make a tour of several settlements along the Tehara Belt."
   Bucky had relaxed. His grey-green eyes began to gleam. He started to speak, and I kicked him again.
   "That would be expensive, Mister Beamish," I said. "We'd have to cancel several engagements..."
   He looked at me. I was lying, and he knew it. But he said, "I quite understand that. I would be prepared..."
   The curtains were yanked back suddenly. Beamish shut up. Bucky and I glared at the head and shoulders poking in between the drapes.
   It was Gow, our zoo-man â�� a big, ugly son-of-a-gun from a Terran colony on Mercury. I was there once. Gow looks a lot like the scenery â�� scowling, unapproachable, and tough. His hands, holding the curtains apart, had thick black hair on them and were not much larger than the hams of aVenusian swamp-rhino.
   He said, "Boss, Gertrude's actin' up again."
   "Gertrude be blowed," growled Bucky. "Can't you see I'm busy?"
   Gow's black eyes were unpleasant. "I'm tellin' you, Boss, Gertrude ain't happy. She ain't had the right food. If something..."
   I said, "That'll be all taken care of, Gow. Run along now."
   He looked at me like he was thinking it wouldn't take much timnber to fit me for a coffin. "Okay! But Gertrude's unhappy. She's lonesome, see? And if she don't get happier pretty soon I ain't sure your tin-pot ship'll hold her.'
   He pulled the curtains to and departed. Bucky Shannon groaned. Beamish cleared his throat and said, rather stiffly.
   "Gertrude?"
   "Yeah. She's kind of temperamental." Bucky took a quick drink. I finished for him.
   "She's the star attraction of our show, Mr. Beamish. A real blue-swamp Venusian cansin. The only other one on the Triangle belongs to Savitt Brothers, and she's much smaller than Gertrude."
   She was also much younger, but I didn't go into that. Gertrude may be a little creaky, but she's still pretty impressive. I only hoped she wouldn't die on us, because without her we'd have a sicker-looking circus than even I could stand.
   Beamish looked impressed. "A cansin. Well, well! The mystery surrounding the origin and species of the cansin is a fascinating subject. The extreme rarity of the animal..."


We were getting off the subject. I said tactfully, "We'd have to have at least a hundred U.C.'s."
   It was twice what we had any right to ask. I was prepared to dicker. Beamish looked at me with that innocent dead pan. For a fraction of a second I thought I saw something back of his round blue eyes, and my stomach jumped like it was shot. Beamish smiled sweetly.
   "I'm not much of a bargainer. One hundred Universal Credits will be agreeable to me." He dragged out a roll as big as my two fists, peeled off half a dozen credit slips, and laid them on the table.
   "By way of a retainer, gentlemen. My attorney and I will call on you in the morning with a contract and itinerary. Good night."
   We said good night, trying not to drool. Beamish went away. Bucky made a grab for the money, but I beat him to it.
   "Scram," I said. "There are guys waiting for this. Big guys with clubs. Here." I gave him a small-denomination slip I'd been holding out. "We can get lushed enough on this."
   Shannon has a good vocabulary. He used it. When he got his breath back he said suddenly, "Beamish is pulling some kind of game."
   "Yeah."
   "It may be crooked."
   "Sure. And he may be a screwball and on the level. For Pete's sake!" I yelled. "You want to sit here till we all dry up and blow away?"
   Shannon looked at me, kind of funny He looked at the bulge in
   my tunic where the roll was. He raked back his thick light hair. "Yeah," he said. "I hope there'll be enough left to bribe the jury."
   He poked his head outside. "Hey boy! More thildatum!"
   was pretty late when we got back to the broken-down spaceport where Shannon's Imperial Circus was crouching beneath its attachments. Late as it was, they were waiting for us. About twenty of them, sitting around and smoking and looking very ugly.
   It was awfully lonesome out there, with the desert cold and restless under the two moons. There's a smell to Mars, like something dead and dried long past decay, but still waiting. An unhappy smell. The blown red dust gritted in my teeth.
   Bucky Shannon walked out into the glare of the light at the entrance to the roped-off space around the main lock. He was pretty steady on his feet. He waved and said, "Hiya, boys."
   They got up off the step, and the packing cases, and came toward us. I grinned and got into my brassies. We felt we owed those boys a lot more than money. It grates on a man's pride to have to sneak in and out of his own property through the sewage lock. This was the first time in weeks we'd come in at the front door.
   I waved the money in their faces. That stopped them. Very solemnly, Bucky and I checked the bills, paid them, and pocketed the receipts. Bucky yawned and stretched sleepily.
   "Now?" he said.
   "Now," I said.
   We had a lot of fun. Some of the boys inside the ship came out to join in. We raised a lot of dust and nobody got killed, quite. We all went home happy. They had their money, and we had their blood.
   The news was all over the ship before we got inside. The freaks and the green girl from Tethys who could roll herself like a hoop, and Zurt the muscle man from Jupiter, and all the other assorted geeks and kinkers and joeys that make up the usual corny carnie were doing nip-ups in the passageways and drooling over the thought of steer and toppings.
   Bucky Shannon regarded them possessively, wiping blood from his nose. "They're good guys, Jig. Swell people. They stuck by me, and I've rewarded them."
   I said, "Sure," rather sourly. Bucky hiccoughed.
   "Let's go see Gertrude."
   I didn't want to see Gertrude. I never got over feeling funny goning into the brute tank, especially at night or out in space. I'm a city guy, myself. The smell and sound of wildness gives me goose bumps. But Bucky was looking stubborn, so I shrugged.
   "Okay But just for a minute.The we go beddy-bye."
   "You're a pal, Jif. Bes' li'l guy inna worl'..."
   The fight had just put the topper on him, I was afraid he'd fall
   down the ladder and break his neck. That's why I went along. If I hadn't... Oh, well, what's a few nightmares among friends?
   It was dark down there in the tank. Way off at the other end, there was a dim glow. Gow was evidently holding Gertrude's hand. We started down the long passageway between the rows of cages and glassed-in tanks and compression units.
   Our footsteps sounded loud and empty on the iron floor. I wasn't near as happy as Shannon, and my skin began to crawl a little. It's the smell, I think; rank and sour and wild. And the sound of them, breathing and rustling in the dark, with the patient hatred walled around them as strong as the cage bars.
   Bucky Shannon lurched against me suddenly. I choked back a yell, and then wiped the sweat off my forehead and cursed. The scream came again.A high, ragged, whistling screech like nothing this side of hell, ripping through the musty darkness. Gertrude, on the wailing wall. It had been quiet. Not every brute in the place let go at the same time. My stomach turned clear over. I called Gertrude every name I mild think of, and I couldn't hear myself doing it. Presently a great metallic crash nearly burst my eardrums, and the beasts shut up. Gow had them nicely conditioned to that gong.
   But they didn't quiet down. Not really. They were uneasy. You can feel them inside you when they're uneasy. I think that's why I'm scared of them. They make me feel like I'm not human as I thought â�� like I wanted to put my back-hair up and snarl. Yeah. They were uneasy that night, all of a sudden...
   Gow glared at us as we came up into the lantern light. "She's gettin' worse," he said. "She's lonesome."
   "That's tough," said Bucky Shannon. His grey-green eyes looked like an owl's. He swayed slightly. "That's sure tough." He sniffled.
   I looked at Gertrude. Her cage is the biggest and strongest in the tank and even so she looked as though she could break it open just taking deep breath. I don't know if you've ever seen a cansin.
   There's only two of them on the Triangle. If you haven't, nothing I can say will make much difference.


They're what the brain gang calls an "end of evolution." Seems old Dame Nature had as idea that didn't jell. The cansins were pretty successful for a while, it seems, but something gummed up the works and now there's only a few left, way in the deep-swamp country, where even the Venusians hardly ever go. Living fossils.
   I wouldn't know, of course, but Gertrude looks to me like she got stuck some place between a dinosaur and a grizzly bear, with maybe a little bird blood thrown in. Anyway, she's big.
   I couldn't help feeling sorry for her. She was crouched in the cage with her hands â�� yeah, hands â�� hanging over her knees and her snaky head sunk into her shoulders, looking out. Just looking. Not at anything. Her eyes were way back in deep horny pits, like cold green fire.
   The lantern light was yellow on her blue-black skin, but it made the mane, or crest, of coarse wide scales that ran from between her eyes clear down to her flat, short tail, burn all colors. She looked like old Mother Misery herself, from way back before time began.
   Gow said softly, "She wants a mate. And somebody better get her one."
   Bucky Shannon sniffled again. I said irritably, "Be reasonable, Gow! Nobody's ever seen a male cansin. There may not even be any."
   Gertrude screamed again. She didn't move, not even to raise her head. The sadness just built up inside her until it had to come out. I 'hat close, the screech was deafening, and it turned me all limp and cold inside.The loneliness, the sheer stark, simple pain...
   Bucky Shannon began to cry. I snarled, "You'll have to snap her out of this, Gow. She's driving the rest of 'em nuts."
   I le hammered on his gong, and things quieted down again. Gow stood looking out over the tank, sniffling a little, like a hound. Then he turned to Gertrude.
   "I saved her life," he said. "When we bought her out of Hanak's wreck and everybody thought she was too hurt to live, I saved her. I know her. I can do things with her. But this time..."
   I He shrugged. I He was huge and tough and ugly, and his voice was
   like a woman's about a sick child. "This time." he said, "I ain't sure."
   "Well for Pete's sake, do what you can. We got a charter, and we need her." I took Shannon's arm. "Come to bed, Bucky darlin'."
   He draped himself over my shoulder and we went off. Gow didn't look at us. Bucky sobbed.
   "You were right, Jig," he mumbled. "Circus is no good. I know it. But it's all I got. I love it, Jig. Unnerstan' me? Like Gow there with Gertrude. She's ugly and no good, but he loves her. I love..."
   "Sure, sure," I told him. "Stop crying down my neck."
   We were a long way from the light, then. The cages and tanks loomed high and black over us. It was still. The secret, uneasy motion all around us and the scruffing of our feet only made it stiller.
   Bucky was almost asleep on me. I started to slap him. And then the mist rose up out of the darkness in little lazy coils, sparkling faintly with cold, blue fire.
   I yelled, "Gow! Gow, the Vapor snakes! Gow â�� for God's sake!"
   I started to run, back along the passageway. Bucky weighed on me, limp and heavy. The noise burst suddenly in a deafening hell of moans and roars and shrieks, packed in tight by the metal walls, and above it all I could hear Gertrude's lonely, whistling scream.
   I thought, "Somebody's down here. Somebody let 'em out. Somebody wants to kill us!" I tried to yell again. It strangled in my throat. I sobbed, and the sweat was thick and cold on me.
   One of Bucky's dragging, stumbling feet got between mine. We fell. I rolled on top of him, covering his face, and buried my own face in the hollow of his shoulder.
   The first snake touched me. It was like a live wire, sliding along the back of my neck. I screamed. It came down along my cheek, hunting my mouth. There was more of them, burning me through. Bucky
    moaned and kicked under me. I remember hanging on and thinking, "This is it. This is it, and oh God, I'm scared!"
   Then I went out.


II


KANZA the Martian croaker, was bending over me when I woke up. His little brown face was crinkled with laughter. He'd lost most of his teeth, and he gummed thak-weed. It smelt.
   "You pretty, Mis' Jig," he giggled. "You funny like hell."
   He slapped some cold greasy stuff on my face. It hurt. I cursed him and said, "Where's Shannon? How is he?"
   "Mis' Bucky okay. You save life. You big hero, Mis' Jig. Mis' Gow come nick-uhtime, get snakes. You hero. Haw! You funny like hell!"
   I said, "Yeah," and pushed him away and got up. I almost fell down a couple of times, but presently I made it to the mirror over the washstand â�� I was in my own cell â�� and I saw what Kanza meant. The damned snakes had done a good job. I looked like I was upholstered in Scotch plaid. I felt sick.
   Bucky Shannon opened the door. He looked white and grim, and there was a big burn across his neck. He said:
   "Beamish is here with his lawyer."
   I picked up my shirt. "Right with you."
   Kanza went out, still giggling. Bucky closed the door.
   "Jig," he said, "those vapor worms were all right when we went in. Somebody followed us down and let them out. On purpose."
   I hurt all over. I growled. "With that brain, son, you should go far. obody saw anything, of course?" Bucky shook his head.
   "Question is, Jig, who wants to kill us, and why?"
   "Beamish. He realizes he's been gypped."
   "One hundred U.C.'s," said Bucky softly, "for a few lousy swampedge mining camps. It stinks, Jig. You think we should back out?"
   I shrugged. "You're the boss man. I'm only the guy that beats off the creditors."
   "Yeah," Bucky said reflectively. "And I hear starvation isn't a comfortable death. Okay, Jig. Let's go sign." He put his hand on the latch and looked at my feet. "And - uh - Jig, I..."
   I said, "Skip it. The next time, just don't trip me up, that's all!"
   We had a nasty trip to Venus. Gertrude kept the brute tank on edge, and Gow, on the rare occasions he came up for air, went around looking like a disaster hoping to happen. To make it worse, Zurt the Jovian strong-man got hurt during the take-off, and the Mercurian cave-cat had kittens.
   Nobody would have minded that, only one of 'em had only four legs. It lived just long enough to scare that bunch of superstitious dopes out of their pants. Circus people are funny that way.
   Shannon and I did a little quiet sleuthing, but it was a waste of time. Anybody in the gang might have let those electric worms out on us. It didn't help any to know that somebody, maybe the guy next to you at dinner, was busy thinking ways to kill you. By the time we hit Venus, I was ready to do a Brodie out the refuse chute.
   Shannon set the crate down on the edge of Nahru, the first stop on our itinerary. I stood beside him, looking out the ports at the scenery. It was Venus, all right. Blue mud and thick green jungle and rain, and a bunch of ratty-looking plastic shacks huddling together in the middle of it. Men in slickers were coming out for a look.
   I saw Beamish's sleek yacht parked on a cradle over to the left, and our router's runabout beside it. Bucky Shannon groaned.
   "A blue one, Jig. A morgue if I ever saw one!"
   I snarled, "What do you want, with this lousy dog-and-pony show!" and went out. He followed. The gang was converging on the lock, but they weren't happy. You get so you can feel those things. The steamy Venus heat was already sneaking into the ship.
   While we passed the hatchway to the brute tank, I could hear Gertrude, screaming.
   The canvasmen were busy setting up the annex, slopping and cursing in the mud. The paste brigade was heading for the shacks. ShannÂ¬on and I stood with the hot rain running off our slickers, looking.
   I heard a noise behind me and looked around. Ahra the Nahali woman was standing in the mud with her arms up and her head thrown back, and her triangular mouth open like a thirsty dog. She didn't have anything on but her blue-green, hard scaled hide, and she was chuckling. It didn't sound nice.
   You find a lot of Nahali people in sideshows, doing tricks with the electric power they carry in their own bodies. They're Venusian middle-swampers, they're not human, and they never forget it.
   Ahra opened her slitted red eyes and looked at me and laughed with white reptilian teeth.
   "Death," she whispered. "Death and trouble. The jungle tells me. I can smell it in the swamp wind."
   The hot rain sluiced over her. She shivered, and the pale skin unnder her jaw pulsed like a toad's, and her eyes were red.
   "The deep swamps are angry," she whispered. "Something has been taken. They are angry, and I smell death in the wind!"
   She turned away, laughing, and I cursed her, and my stomach was tight and cold. Bucky said,
   "Let's eat if they have a bar in this dump."
   We weren't half way across the mud puddle that passed as a landing field when a man came out of a shack on the edge of the settlement.We could see him plainly, because he was off to one side of the crowd.
   He fell on his knees in the mud, making noises. It took him three or four tries to get our names out clear enough to understand. Bucky said, "Jig â�� it's Sam Kapper."
   We started to run. The crowd, mostly big, unshaken miners, wheeled around to see what was happening. People began to close in on the man who crawled and whimpered in the mud.
   Sam Kapper was a hunter, supplying animals to zoos and circuses and carnivals. He'd given us good deals a couple of times, when we weren't too broke, and we were pretty friendly.
   I hadn't seen him for three seasons. I remembered him as a bronzed, hard-bitten guy, lean and tough as a twist of tung wire. I felt sick, looking down at him.
   Bucky started to help him up. Kapper was crying, and he jerked all over like animals I've seen that were scared to death. Some guy leaned over and put a cigarette in his mouth and hghted it for him.
   I was thinking about Kapper, then, and I didn't pay much attention. I only caught a glimpse of the man's face as he straightened up. I didn't realize until later that he looked familiar.
   We got Kapper inside the shack. It turned out to be a cheap bar, with a couple of curtained booths at the back. We got him into one and pulled the curtain in a lot of curious faces. Kapper dragged hard on the cigarette. The man that gave it to him was gone.
   Bucky said gently, "Okay, Sam. Relax. What's the trouble?"
   KAPPER tried to straighten up. He hadn't shaved. The lean hard lines of his face had gone slack and his eyes were bloodshot. He was covered with mud, and his mouth twitched like a sick old man's.
   He said thickly, "I found it. I said I'd do it, and I did. I found it and brought it out."
   The cigarette stub fell out of his mouth. He didn't notice it. "Help me," he said simply. "I'm scared." His mouth drooled.
   "I got it hidden. They want to find out, but I won't tell 'em. It's got to go back. Back where I found it. I tried to take it, but they wouldn't let me, and I was afraid they'd find it..."
   He reached suddenly and grabbed the edge of the table. "I don't know how they found out about it, but they did. I've got to get back. I've got to..."
   Bucky looked at me. Kapper was blue around the mouth. I was scared, suddenly. I said, "Get what back where?"
   Bucky got up. "I'll get a doctor," he said. "Stick with him." Kapper grabbed his wrist. Kapper's nails were blue and the cords in his hands stood out like guy wires.
   "Don't leave me. Got to tell you â�� where it is. Got to take it back. Promise you'll take it back." He gasped and struggled over his breathing.
   "Sure," said Bucky. "Sure, we'll take it back. What is it?"
   Kipper's face was horrible. I felt sick, listening to him fight for air. I wanted to go for a doctor anyway, but somehow I knew it was no use. Kapper whispered,
   "Cansin. Male. Only one.  You don't know...! Take him back."
   "Where is it, Sam?"
   I reached across Bucky suddenly and jerked the curtain back.
   Beamish was standing there. Beamish, bent over, with his ear cocked. Kapper made a harsh strangling noise and fell across the table.
   Beamish never changed expression. He didn't move while Bucky felt Kapper's pulse. Bucky didn't need to say anything. We knew.
   "Heart?" said Beamish finally.
   "Yeah," said Bucky. He looked as bad as I felt. "Poor Sam."
   I looked at the cigarette stub smoldering on the table. I looked at Beamish with his round dead baby face. I climbed over Shannon and pushed Beamish suddently down into his lap.
   "Keep this guy here till I get back," I said.
   Shannon stared at me. Beamish started to get indignant. "Shut up," I told him. "We got a contract." I yanked the curtains shut and walked over to the bar.
   I began to notice something, then. There were quite a lot of men in the place. At first glance they looked okayâ��a hard-faced, muscular bunch of miners in dirty shirts and high boots.
   Then I looked at their hands. They were dirty enough. But they never did any work in a mine, on Venus or anywhere else.
   The place was awfully quiet, for that kind of place. The bartender was a big pot-bellied swampnedger with pale eyes and thick white hair coiled up on top of his bullet head. He was not happy.
   I leaned on the bar. "Lhak," I said. He poured it, sullenly, out of a green bottle. I reached for it, casually
   "That guy we brought in," I said. "He sure has a skinful. Passed out cold. What's he been spiking his drinks with?"
   "Selak," said a voice in my ear. "As if you didn't know."
   I turned. The man who had given Kapper the cigarette was standing behind me. And I remembered him, then.
   CIRCUS people get around a lot, and the Law supplies us with Wanted sheets. I remembered this guy from the last batch they handed us on Mars. Melak Thompson was his name, and he had a reputation.
   He had a face you wouldn't forget. Dark and kind of handsome, with the Drylander blood showing in the heavy bones and the tilted green eyes. His mouth was smiling and brutal. He nodded at the booth.
   "Let's take a walk," he said.
   We took a walk. The men sitting at the dirty tables were still silent, and still not miners. I began to sweat.
   The booth was a little crowded with us all in there. I sat jammed up against Sam Kapper's body. Bucky Shannon's grey-green eyes were sleepy, and there was a vein beating on his forehead.
   Beamish said to Melak, "Kapper's dead. Dead, without talking."
   "That's tough." Melak shook his dark head. "We was gentle with him."
   "Yeah," I said. Kapper had been a good guy, and I was mad. "Feed anybody enough selak, and you can afford to be. It's a dirty death."
   Selak's made from a Venusian half-cousin of henbane, which is what scopolamine comes from. It has a terrific effect on the heart. And Kapper had simply torn himself apart trying to keep from talking while he was under the influence.
   Bucky Shannon made a slow, ugly move to get up. Beamish said, "Sit down."
   There was something in his voice and his bland blue eyes. Shannon sat down. Melak was looking at Beamish, still grinning.
   "Well," he said, "I guess your idea was pretty good after all."
   I had a sudden inspiration. The burns were still sore on my body, and Kapper's tortured face was close to mine, and I took a wild shot at something I wasn't even sure I saw.
   "Yeah," I said. "A swell idea. Why did you try so hard to butch it, Melak?"
   He stopped grinning. Beamish looked forward a little. My tongue stuck in my mouth, but I managed to say.
   "You get it, Bucky. A male cansin, Kapper said. The only one in captivity, maybe even on Venus.Worth its weight in credit slips.That's why Beamish was so happy to overpay us to get us out here â�� because he thought Gertrude could find her boyfriend fast, even if Kapper didn't talk."
   I turned to Melak again. "A swell idea. Why did you have those vapor snakes turned loose on us? Did you think Kapper was enough?"
   He struck me, pretty hard, across the mouth. My head banged against the booth wall and for a minute I couldn't see anything but spangles of fire shooting around. I heard Beamish say, from a great distance,
   "How about it, Melak?"
   It was awfully still in the booth. I swallowed some blood and blinked my eyes clear enough to see Bucky Shannon poised across the table like a bow starting to unbend. And suddenly, somewhere far off over the drum of rain on the flimsy roof, there began to be noises.
   I hadn't been comfortable up till then. I'm no Superman, nor one of those guys you read about who can stare Death in the eye and shatter him with a light laugh.
   But all of a sudden I was afraid. Afraid so that all the fear I'd felt before was nothing. And it was funny, too. I didn't know what it was, then, but I knew what it wasn't. It wasn't Beamish or Melak or those hard guys beyond the curtains, or even Kapper's body pressed up against me.
   I didn't know what it was. But I wanted to get down on the floor and hide myself in a crack, like a cockroach.
   The others felt it, too. I remember the sweat standing out on Bucky Shannon's forehead, and the suddening tightening of Beamish's jaw, and the glitter in Melak's green eyes.
   Beyond the curtains there was an uneasy stirring of feet.The confused, distant noise grew louder. Somewhere, not very far away, a woman began to scream.
   Beamish said softly, "You dirty double-crossing rat." His face was stiII dead-pan, only now it was like something beaten out of iron. His hauds were out of sight under the table.
   Melak smiled. I could feel his body shift and tense beside me. "Sure," he said. "I double-crossed you. Why not? I planted a guy in the circus hammer gang and he crawled in the sewage lock and tried to get these punks. I'm glad now he bungled it. Kapper had guts."
   Beamish whispered, "You're a fool. You don't know what you're playing with. I've done research, and I do."
   "Too bad you wasted the time," said Melak. "Because you're through."
   He threw himself suddenly aside, lifting the table hard into Beamish. The curtains ripped away and he rolled in them, twisting like a snake. I yelled to Bucky and dropped flat. Beamish had drawn a gun under the table. The blast of it seared my face.
   The next second four heavy blasters spoke at once. Beamish's gun dropped on the floor. Then it was quiet again, and I could hear the woman screaming, outside in the beating rain.
   Melak got up. "Sure I double-crossed you," he said softly. "Why should I split with anybody? obody knows about it but us. Kapper couldn't send word from the swamps when he caught it, and he couldn't send word from here because he wasn't let.
   "That critter'll bring anything I ask for it. Why should I split with you?"
   Beamish didn't answer. I don't think Melak thought he would.
   The noise from outside was geting louder. Bucky groaned.
   "It's coming from the pitch, Jig. Trouble. We've got to..."
   The table was yanked from over us. We got up off our knees. Melak looked at us. He was shaking a little and his green eyes were mean.
   "I don't think," he said, "I really need you guys around, either." He jerked his head suddenly. "Cripes, I wish that dame would shut up!"
   It was getting on my nerves, too â�� that monotonous, sawing screech. Melak stepped aside. "Get 'em, boys. I don't want 'em dragging their outfit down on our necks."
   Four blaster barrels came up. My insides came up with them. I was way beyond anything, then â�� even panic.
   Gow burst in through the doorway.
   He was soaked to the skin, tattered, bleeding, and wild-eyed. He yelled, "Boss! Gertrude..." Then he saw the guns and stopped.
   It was very still in the place. Outside there was sound rising like a sullen tide against the walls. The woman's screaming became something not human then stopped, short.


Gow said, almost absently, "Gertrude went nuts. We'd brought her cage up from the tank for the show and she â�� broke out. There wasn't nothin' we could do. She busted a lot of cages and then disappeared."
   Melak snarled something, I don't know what. The wall behind Gow jarred, buckled, and split open around the doorway. Bamboo fragments clattered on the floor. Somebody yelled, and a blaster went off.
   Gertrude stood in the splintered opening. She looked at us with cold, mad green eyes, towering huge and blue against the low roof, her hands swinging and her crest erect.
   She let go one wild, whistling screech and came straight toward the booth. Bucky Shannon touched my arm.
   "Climb into your brassies, kid," he muttered. "Here's our chance!" I caught his shoulder. He followed the line of my pointing, and I felt him tremble.
   Gertrude was coming at us like a rocket express. Behind her wet and glistening from the hot rain, came three more just like her.


III


WE scattered, all of us, hunting for a way out. There was only one door leading to the back, and it was stoppered tight with men cursing and fighting to get through. Gow was crouched in a corner by the splintered wall.
   I pulled Bucky along, thinking we might get in back of the cansins and sneak out. I wondered what they wanted. And I wondered where in heck you could hide a thing as big as Gertrude and keep anybody from finding out.
   Somebody screamed briefly. I saw one of the strange cansins toss the bartender aside like a dry twig. Gow rose up in front of me with a queer staring look in his eyes.
   "Somethin's wrong," he said. "All wrong. I..." His mouth twitched. He turned sharply and started to scramble through the wrecked hall. Bucky and I were right on his heels. I think Melak and some of his lobbygows were crowding us, but nobody was thinking about things like that any more.
   I knew what was eating Gow. The fear that had looked out of Kapper's eyes. The fear that was riding me. Fear that had nothing to do with anything physical.
   Bucky cursed and stumbled beside me. And suddenly the four cansins let go a tremendous thundering scream. The hair rose on my neck, and I turned to look. I just had to.
   Gertrude had turned away from the booth. They stood, the four of them, their huge black shoulders touching, their crests like rows of petrified flame, staring at what Gertrude held in her arms.
   It was Kapper's body.
   Slowly, with infinite gentleness, she began to strip him. He hung loose in the cradle of one great arm, his flesh showing bluenwhite against her blueness. Her free hand ripped his clothes away like things made of paper.
   I don't know why nobody tried to shoot the beasts after the first second. Sheer panic, I guess. We could have killed them all, then. But we just stood looking, fascinated by the slow, intent baring of Kapper's body.
   And the strange fear. It was on us all.
   Kapper lay naked in her black arms. She raised him slowly over her head, her eyes blind green fires deep under bony brows. The othners drew closer, shivering, and I could hear them whimper.
   Strangers from the deep swamps with no stink of man on them. I thought of the Nahali woman laughing in the hot rain. Death from the deep swamps, because something had been taken, and they were angry.
   There was a little black box strapped to Kapper's thin white belly.
   Gertrude shifted her hands a little. The blood hammered in my eas. I was sick. I didn't want to look any more. I couldn't help it. Bucky Shannon caught a hard, sobbing breath. Gertrude broke Sam Kapper's body in two. I can still hear the noise it made. The blood ran dark and sluggish down her arms. It worried me that Kapper's face didn't change expression. The little black box on his belly split with the rest of him.
   Something rose out of it. Something no bigger than my forefinger that carried a cold green blaze around it like a ball of St. Elmo's fire.
   Gertrude threw Kapper away. I heard the two flopping thuds of him hitting the floor. Some guy was down on his knees close to me. His lips moved. I don't know if he could remember his prayers. Somebody else was vomiting, hard. I wanted to, but my stomach felt frozen.
   The cold green fire had a shape inside it. I couldn't make it out clearly, except that it looked horribly human. It put out four thin green filaments. Don't ask me if they were physical things like tentacles, or just beams of light, or maybe thought. I don't know. Whatever they were, they worked.
   They connected with the four black, snaky heads of the female cousins. I felt the shock of them connecting with my own nerves. And it was like something had welded those four brutes together into one.
   They had been four. Separate, with hard outlines. Now they were one. One single interlocking entity. I guess it was just my being so scared and sick, but I thought I saw their outlines blur a little.
   Gow spoke suddenly. His voice was loud, and calm.
   "That was it," he said, as though it was the only thing in the world I hat mattered. "They ain't complete by themselves. Like the zurats back home on Mercury. They got a community brain. No wonder Gertrude was lonesome."
   His voice broke the spell. Somebody screamed, and everybody started to move at once, clawing in blind panic for the openings.And we all knew, then, what we were afraid of.
   We were afraid of the little thing in the black box, the thing in a cloak of fire that had risen from the ruins of Kapper's body, and the power that lived in it.
   I suppose we thought we were going to fight it, a II right. But outside, where we could breathe. Not in here, with the hugeness of the females smothering us, penned in with the last male cansin in creation.
   I knew then why Kapper had broken, and why he hadn't told, in spite of the selak. The thing hadn't let him. And it had called to its kind, from the deep swamps and Buckhalter Shannon's Imperial Circus.
   THE deep indigo night of Venus had settled down, in the smell of mud and jungle and the hot rain. Lights flared crazily here and there out of open doorways. People were yelling, the tight, animal mob-yell of fear.
   There was no place to run in Nahru. The jungle held it. The thick green jungle built on quicksand and crawling with death. Behind us the four cansins raised a wild whistling screech.
   It was answered, out of the hot night between the little shacks of Nahru. Brute voices, singing their hate. Suddenly I remembered what Gow had said. "She busted a lot of cages...."
   God knew what was loose in that town.
   Bucky Shannon spoke beside me. We were still running, slipping and floudering in the mud, making toward the ship from sheer instinct. He gasped,
   "We got to get those babies rounded up. Gow! Gow, you hear hear me? We got to get 'em back!"
   Gow's voice came sullenly. "I hear you, boss." We slowed down. It was suddenly important to hear what more Gow had to say.
   "Don't you get it?" he asked slowly. "Gertrude let 'em out. She wanted 'em â�� to help her. They know it. They ain't going back."
   Somewhere behind us a plastic shack cracked open like an egg-shell. Human cries were drowned in a whistling screech. Off to the right the Mercurian cavecat began to laugh like a crazy woman.
   Slow, patient, animal hate, walled around them, waiting. The feel
   and smell of hate in the brute tank. I could feel and smell it now, in
   only it wasn't patient and waiting any more.
   time it has waited for was here. Gertrude had set it free.
   Shannou said, very softly, "Mother o' God, what are we going to
   do?"
   "Get back to the ship. Get back and get out of here!"
   I jumped. It was Melak's voice, sounding hard and ugly. Light spilling out of a sagging door made a faint silhouette of him in the rain. He held a blaster in his hand.
   Shannon snarled, "Take off with half my gang stranded here? You go to hell!"
   Rockets blasted suddenly out on the landing field. Somebody had made it to Beamish's yacht and gone. The runabout followed it. The circus ship was still there, and the only one in Nahru.
   I said, "We can't go. Not with a couple hundred credits' worth of animals running loose in the town."
   "Get on to the ship," said Malek. "Gripes, if I knew how to fly I'd leave you here! Now move!"
   Shannon was almost crying. He started to rush Melak. I caught him and said, "Sure. Sure we'll move. All of us. Look behind you!" "I was weaned on that one. Move!"
   Well, it was his funeral.
   IT was almost ours, too. Ganymedian puffballs move fast. They had come out from between two shacks, skimming over the mud on their long white cilia. There were three of them, rolled up in balls about the size of my head. They didn't make any noise.
   They came up behind Melak. Two of them unrolled suddenly, whipping out into lean, fuzzy ropes about five feet long. They went around the Martian 'breed. The third one came straight at me.
   Melak made a noise that wasn't human and went down, the puffballs tightened around him, pulsing a little with the pleasure of digestion. Gow was on the other side of Melak, too far away, and unarmed.
   I jumped, and the mud tripped me. Shannon fell the other way. The puffball, strung out now like a fuzzy snake, paused a moment, not three inches from my face. I lay still on my belly, choking on my heart.
   Shannon moved, and it whipped down across his legs.
   He screamed. I could feel the poison from the thing eating into him. I got to my knees and he cursed me and raised something out of the mud. It was Melak's blaster. He fired, between his Feet.
   The puffball shrivelled to a little stinking wire and dropped away. Bucky said evenly,
   "That pays me off. Now it's all your party, Jig."
   He fainted. His legs were already swelling. Gow bent over him. "He's gotta have the croaker, quick."
   "You take him to the ship, Gow. If you can get there."
   "Me? I'm the zoo-man. I oughta...."
   "Do I look like Superman, to carry that big lug?" I didn't know why it was so hard to talk. "Get him there. Then round up everybody left at the ship. Get guns and ropes and torches and come back, quick!"
   He nodded and got Bucky across his shoulders. I gave him the blaster. Then I turned back. I knew where most of the circus gang would be â�� spread out among the bars.
   It was a lot darker, because now all the doors were closed, except two or three where the people hadn't lived to close them. It was quieter, too, because there's a limit to the noise a human throat can make. There was just the hot rain, and the soft jungle undertone of things padding and slithering in the mud, hunting.
   Up the street somewhere the cansins screamed, and another shack split open. Instantly the brute clamor went up from the dark alleys, answering. Animal legions from five different planets, led by a tiny creature in a cloak of green fire. And man was the common enemy.
   A pair of Martian sand-tigers shot out into the street ahead of me. They were frolicking like kittens, playing with something dark and tattered. Then they saw me and dropped it, and came sliding on their bellies, their six powerful legs sucking in the mud.
   There was no place to go. I don't remember being particularly scared, but that wasn't because I was brave. It was sheer exhaustion. A guy can only take so much. Now I was just walking around, seeing and hearing, but not feeling anything inside. Like a guy that's coked to the ears, or punchy from a beating.
   I picked up a double handful of mud and slung it in their snarling pusses, and threw my head back and yelled.
   "Ha-a-y Rube!"
   A door at my left opened three inches, daggering the rain with yellow light.A voice said,
   "For gossakes get in here!"
   I picked up another handful of mud. The Martian cats were pawing the last load out of their eyes. I gave them more to play with. I guess they weren't very hungry, just then. I said, "I'm going to get the cansins."
   Just like that. I told you I was out on my feet. Clean nuts. The guy in the doorway thought so too.
   "Will you come in before you're too dead?"
   "And wait around for those big apes to crack the house open over my head? The hell with that." More mud sploshed in the cat's faces. They were beginning to get sore. "The rest of the critters are just following the cansins. Sort of a mopping-up brigade. Stop the cansins, and we can round up the others easy."
   "Oh, sure," said the man. "Any time before breakfast. Are you coming, pal, or do I shut this door again?"
   I don't know how it would have turned out. Probably I'd have wound up inside the cats. But one of 'em let out a shrill, nasty wail, the kind they give the trainer when they're challenging him to a finish fight, and somebody came shouldering out past the man in the doorway.
   The door swung wide, so that there was plenty of light. The six-inch fangs on the Martian kitties were a beautiful, shining white. The newcomer said something to the cats in a level undertone and came to me.
   It was Jarin, the Titan who works the cats. He's about half my height, metallic green in color, and faster on his feet than a rummy to the first drink. He looks like a walking barrel when he's folded up, and like nothing on earth when he isn't.
   He was unfolded then. He went up to the cats, light and dainty in the mud. They were crouching uneasily, coughing and snarling, wanting to rush him and not quite daring to.
   The male sprang.


IV


ALL I could see was a green blur in the rain. I heard the crisp, wicked smacks of Jarin's tentacles on the tiger. It flopped over in mid-air, buried its face in the mud and came up yowling, like your Aunt Minnie's cat when you stepped on its tail.
   It went away from there, fast, with its mate right behind it.
   Jarin chuckled softly. "About the cansins," he hissed. "You had an idea?"
   Somewhere, quite close to us, there was the familiar sound of a plastic shack going to pieces. I remembered hearing blasters rip occasionally. But only Melak's hoods were armed with anything heavy enough to do any good, and I guessed most of them had beat it to Beamish's yacht. A cansin has a hell of a tough hide, and their vitality is something you wouldn't believe if you hadn't seen it.
   The familiar whistling screech went up, and the babel of human screams and the brute chorus from the rainy alleys. I think, right then, I began to get scared.The fear began to seep through my dopey calm, like pain in a new wound.
   I shuddered and said, "No. No ideas."
   There was a soft step in the mud behind me. I spun around, sweating. Ahra the Nahali woman stood there, redneyed and laughing.
   "You are frightened," she whispered.
   I didn't deny it.
   "I can help you stop the cansins." Her eyes glittered like wet rubies and her teeth were white and sharp. "It may not work, and you may die. Will you try it?"
   She was daring me. She was hardly more than human than the brutes themselves, and she belonged with the rain and the hot indigo
   I said, "You don't want to help, Ahra. You want us to die."
   I could see the pale skin throbbing under her bony jaw. She laughed, soft alien laughter that made my back hair stir and prickle.
   "You humans," she whispered. "Trampling and spoiling. The middle swamps have suffered you, greedy after oil and plumes and ti. But you we can fight."
   She jerked her round, glistening head toward the sound of destruction. "The death from the deep swamps, no. You deserve to die, you humans. You went meddling with something too big even for your pride. But because the cansins killed my mate and our first young...."
   She hunched up. I thought she was going to flop on her belly like a cayman in the mud. Her teeth gleamed, sharp and savage.
   "Legend says the cansins were once the wisest race on Venus. They were worshipped as gods by the little pre-human creatures of the swamp edges. They were going to be the reasoning lords of a planet.
   "But nature made a mistake. Perhaps some mutation that couldn't be stopped. I don't know. Anyway, the females grew until their one thought was to find enough food. The males tried to balance this. Most of their strength was in their minds, anyway. But they couldn't.
   "The cansins took to eating their worshippers. At the same time the number of eggs they laid grew smaller and smaller. Finally, the swamp-edgers drove them out, back into the deep swamps.
   "They've been there ever since, going farther and farther on the path of evolution, dwindling in numbers, always hungry, and hating the humans who robbed them of their future. Even us they hate, because we go erect and have speech.The females are not independent. The male controls the community mind â�� they must have unity to exist at all.
   "If you could control the male...."
   I thought of the little creature in the ball of green fire. I shivered, and the pit of my stomach pinched up. I said,"Yeah? How?"
   She chuckled at me. "It may mean death. Will you risk it?"
   I didn't have to. I could beat it back to the ship, maybe even rescue some of the gang, with Jarin's help. Then I thought about Bucky and the way he cried down my neck that night in the tank and what would happen to us if we didn't get the animals rounded up. I thought â�� oh, hell, why does a guy ever do anything? I don't know. Maybe I thought I'd never get across the field to the ship anyhow.
   I said, "Spill it, you she-snake. What do I do?"
   "Get Quern," she said, and went off through the hot rain, back into the plastic shack. The door slammed shut. Jarin and I were alone in the dark.
   I said, "Will you help me?"
   "Of course."
   I looked down the street toward the landing field. I felt tired, suddenly. Gone in the knees and weak, and sick to vomiting with fear.
   "Here comes Gow," I said. "He's got seven or eight guys with guns. Just keep the critters off us until we get through with the cansins, and try not to kill any more than you can help."
   Good old Jig, thinking about money even then. Gow came up.We talked a minute, just the things that had to be said, and then I asked, "Anybody have an idea where Quern might be?"
   "Yeah," said Gow slowly. "He was in the ginmill next to the one we was in. Drunk. I heard him singin' when I went by. I think the big apes wrecked it."
   WE started off up the muddy street, more as though we'd been wound up to go somewhere and couldn't stop than like men with a purpose. The cansins were close. Awful close. You could hear them sucking and slopping in the muck. The rain fell straight down, almost solid, and the air was thick and hot.
   We did a lot of shouting. Some men came out of the shacks to join us, but nobody had seen Quern since the trouble started. We had trouble with the animals in the streets. The vapor snakes got one man, and an Ionian hru poisoned one guy so bad he died the next day. We had to kill a couple of big babies that wouldn't scare off.
   And we found the ginmill. Gow was right. It was wrecked, and there were things scattered around amongst the splinters. I was glad it was dark.
   "Well," I said, "that's that. We'll just have to do what we can with the blasters." It wouldn't be much.We didn't carry any heavy artillery, and a cansin is awfully hard to stop.
   "Any you guys wanta scram, do it now. The rest of you come on."
   I took a step. Something squirmed under my foot, squeaked, and began to curse in a voice like a katydid's.
   "My God," I said. "It's Quern."
   I picked him up. His rubbery little body was slick with mud. He spat and hiccoughed, and snarled.
   "Of course it's Quern. Fine thing, leaving me in the mud like that. I might ha' drowned." He started cursing again in Low Martian, which is his native tongue. He's a Diran from the sea-bottom pits of Shun.
   Somebody laughed. It sounded hysterical. "The little lush! He don't even know what's happened!"
   And he didn't. The cansins hadn't even seen him. He'd just been tromped into the mud and left there, unharmed.
   Gow caught his breath suddenly, and somebody whimpered. I looked up. I couldn't see much, in the rain and the indigo dark, but I didn't have to see. I knew what was coming.
   A little vicious splotch of living green against the darkness, and underneath it four huge shadows, trampling knee-deep in mud, making toward a plastic hut filled with human beings.
   I said softly, "Quern, I never thought you were such a hell of a wonderful hypnotist."
   He twinged in my hands. His anger almost burned me. He started to speak, but I stopped him.
   "Here's your chance to prove it, chum. See that little green light floating there? Well, go to it, Quern. And it had better be good, or it's curtains â�� for Nahru and all of us."
   I walked over toward the cansins, holding Quern in my hands.
   THE brutes must have sensed us.They stopped and wheeled around. Quern shivered. He was beginning to understand things. He snarled, "How do you expect me to do my act? No platform â�� nothing! You're crazy, Jig! Let's get out of here."
   I shook him. "Put that baby to sleep. Make him and his harem go out of town, north. There's quicksand there. Go on, damn you!" He cursed me. You could smell the fear rising hot from us all. I heard feet running behind me, and then more, going away. Quern said, "All right, you crazy fool. Raise me up. Hold your hands flat."
   I made a platform out of my palms. And the cansins started our way
   Gow whispered, "Don't shoot. Don't anybody shoot." I don't think he knew then, that there wasn't anybody left to shoot but himself and Jarin.
   The cansins were huge and solid, behemoths carved from the night. They towered over us, and the green light pulsed. My jaw hung open and I couldn't breathe, and I'd have run only my joints were all water.
   Quern went into his act.
   He began to show color. Out of nothing his body started to glow, from inside. You could see the round blurred shape of him, and the phosphorescence of his guts, showing through. First red, savage as a punch in the face, and then all the rest of the spectrum, sometimes one color, sometimes a swirl of them.
   His body changed shape. I could feel the queer rubbery movement of it on my hands. I remembered the rubes I'd seen standing around Quern's platform, their eyes drawn half out of their heads by the shifting lines and colors. It worked with them. But not here. The cansins came on. The green light flared a little brighter, and that was all. Habit and control were so strong that not even the females paid much attention to Quern. I could see the rain smoking
   I I heir huge black shoulders.They were right on top of us.
   Quern gasped, "I can't do it!" His glow deadened. I shook him. I
   "I knew you were a phony! You two-bit yentzer! Jarin, slow 'em down, can't you?"
   Quern began to shimmer again. Jarin faded in, hardly visible in the darkness. I heard his tentacles whiplashing across hard flesh.
   One of the cansins screamed. The green light did a sharp dip and swirl. And I yelled, "Gow! Speak to Gertrude!"
   The terrifying forward march slowed a little. Quern was churning colors out of his guts as though his life depended on it â�� which it did. Gow stepped forward a little.
   "Gertrude," he said. "Gertrude, you ugly, slab-sided, leftnhanded â��"
   He cursed her, affectionately. I never heard anything like his voice. I wanted to cry. In Quern's faint hypnotic glow I saw the green eyes of the nearest female watching, looking wide and queer.
   The male was angry, now. Angry and scared.You could tell by the vicious brightness of him. We decided afterward that his light was the same kind a glownworm carries around, only stronger. He was fighting. Fighting to hold those four minds against the attraction of Quern's shifting glow.
   He'd have done it, too, it it hadn't been for Gow. Gow, standing in die hot rain and cursing Gertrude with tears in his voice.
   Gertrude screamed. Suddenly, for no reason, a strange uncertain ry. She moved. A sort of shudder ran through the other three. It was a little like a wall cracking. The male burned savagely.
   The females were watching Quern, now. Gertrude had made the breach. Now the community mind was fastened on the hypnotic little Martian. I could see their green eyes, wide and glassy, their snaky heads nodding a little, trying to follow the flowing outlines.
   The male began to dim. He shivered, and lurched a couple of times, still trying to fight. Gow's voice went on, hoarsely, and Gertrude whimpered. The male floated a little closer. I could see, suddenly, what kept him up. Wings, like a hummingbird's, blurred with motion.
   They slowed, and the green light dimmed. He began to bob a little in the hot rain, watching Quern.
   Quern shivered. "They're under," he sighed. "They're under."
   "Send them out. North, to the quicksands." My arms and shoulders ached and I was swaying on my feet. I hardly heard Quern's I dreamy voice. I did hear the slow, obedient noise of their great feet slogging away, the last male cansin a dull green mote above them.
   And I heard Gow crying. We got the last of the animals back by noon of the next day. We did what we could for Nahru. Thank god our own beasts hadn't done much damage. We left a lot of Beamish's credits to help out, and took the old tub off away from there. Bucky Shannon recovered nicely. I'm still herding his Imperial Washout around the Triangle. We're not doing so hot without Gertrude, but what the hell â�� we're used to the sewage lock.
   And if anyone has a cansin he wants to sell.... Thanks, chum, but we're not in the market. Now, or ever.
   I sometimes wonder if there are any more of them in the deep swamps, waiting for their mate to come back.
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THE STELLAR LEGION


Silence was on the barracks like a lid clamped over tight-coiled springs. Men in rumpled uniformsâ��outlanders of the Stellar Legion, space-rats, the scrapings of the Solar Systemâ��sweated in the sullen heat of the Venusian swamplands before the rains. Sweated and listened.


The metal door clanged open to admit Lehn, the young Venusian Commandant, and every man jerked tautly to his feet. Ian MacIan, the white-haired, space-burned Earthman, alone and hungrily poised for action; Thekla, the swart Martian low-canaler, grinning like a weasel beside Bhak, the hulking strangler from Titan. Every quick nervous glance was riveted on Lehn.


The young officer stood silent in the open door, tugging at his fair mustache; to MacIan, watching, he was a trim, clean incongruity in this brutal wilderness of savagery and iron men. Behind him, the eternal mists writhed in a thin curtain over the swamp, stretching for miles beyond the soggy earthworks; through it came the sound every ear had listened to for days, a low, monotonous piping that seemed to ring from the ends of the earth. The Nahali, the six-foot, scarlet-eyed swamp-dwellers, whose touch was weapon enough, praying to their gods for rain. When it came, the hot, torrential downpour of southern Venus, the Nahali would burst in a scaly tide over the fort.


Only a moat of charged water and four electro-cannons stood between the Legion and the horde. If those things failed, it meant two hundred lives burned out, the circle of protective forts broken, the fertile uplands plundered and laid waste. MacIan looked at Lehn's clean, university-bred young face, and wondered cynically if he was strong enough to do his job.


Lehn spoke, so abruptly that the men started. "I'm calling for volunteers. A reconnaissance in Nahali territory; you know well enough what that means. Three men. Well?"


Ian MacIan stepped forward, followed instantly by the Martian Thekla. Bhak the Titan hesitated, his queerly bright, blank eyes darting from Thekla to Lehn, and back to MacIan. Then he stepped up, his hairy face twisted in a sly grin.


Lehn eyed them, his mouth hard with distaste under his fair mustache. Then he nodded, and said; "Report in an hour, light equipment." Turning to go, he added almost as an afterthought, "Report to my quarters, MacIan. Immediately."


MacIan's bony Celtic face tightened and his blue eyes narrowed with wary distrust. But he followed Lehn, his gaunt, powerful body as ramrod-straight as the Venusian's own, and no eye that watched him go held any friendship.


Thekla laughed silently, like a cat with his pointed white teeth. "Two of a kind," he whispered. "I hope they choke each other!" Bhak grunted, flexing his mighty six-fingered hands.


In his quarters, Lehn, his pink face flushed, strode up and down while MacIan waited dourly. It was plain enough what was coming; MacIan felt the old bitter defensive anger rising in him.


"Look," he told himself inwardly. "Books. Good cigars. A girl's picture on the table. You had all that once, you damn fool. Why couldn't you. . ."


Lehn stopped abruptly in front of him, grey eyes steady. "I'm new here, MacIan," he said. "But we've been Legion men for five generations, and I know the law; no man is to be questioned about his past. I'm going to break the law. Why are you here, MacIan?"


MacIan's white head was gaunt and stubborn as Tantallon Rock, and he kept silent.


"I'm trying to help," Lehn went on. "You've been an officer; every man in the barracks knows that. If you're here for any reason but failure in duty, you can be an officer again. I'll relieve you of special duty; you can start working for the examinations. No need to waste you in the ranks. Well?" MacIan's eyes were hidden, but his voice was harsh. "What's behind this, Lehn? What the hell is it to you?"


The Venusian's level gaze wavered; for a moment the boy looked through the man, and MacIan felt a quick stab in his heart. Then all that was gone, and Lehn said curtly,


"If you find the barracks congenial, stay there, by all means. Dismissed!"


MacIan glared at him half-blindly for a moment, his fine long hands clenching and unclenching at his sides. Then he 'bout faced with vicious smartness and went out.


Nearly an hour later he stood with the Martian Thekla on the earthworks, waiting. The monotonous pipes prayed on in the swamp; MacIan, looking up at the heavy sky, prayed just as hard that it would not rain. Not just yet. Because if it rained before the patrol left, the patrol would not leave; the Nahali would be on the march with the very first drop.


"And my chance would be gone," he whispered to himself.


Thekla's bright black eyes studied him, as they always did; an insolent, mocking scrutiny that angered the Scot.


"Well," he said dryly. "The perfect soldier, the gallant volunteer. For love of Venus, Thekla, or love of the Legion?"


"Perhaps," said Thekla softly, "for the same reason you did, Earthman. And perhaps not." His face, the swart, hard face of a low-canal outlaw, was turned abruptly toward the mist-wrapped swamp. "Love of Venus!" he snarled. "Who could love this lousy sweatbox? Not even Lehn, if he had the brains of a flea!"


"Mars is better, eh?" MacIan had a sudden inspiration. "Cool dry air, and little dark women, and the wine-shops on the Jekkara Low-canal. You'd like to be back there, wouldn't you?"


To himself, he thought in savage pleasure, "I'll pay you out, you little scum. You've tortured me with what I've lost, until I'd have killed you if it hadn't been against my plan. All right, see if you can take it!"


The slow dusk was falling; Thekla's dark face was a blur but MacIan knew he had got home. "The fountains in the palace gardens, Thekla; the sun bursting up over red deserts; the singing girls and the thil in Madame Kan's. Remember the thil, Thekla? Ice cold and greenish, bubbling in blue glasses?"


He knew why Thekla snarled and sprang at him, and it wasn't Thekla he threw down on the soft earth so much as a tall youngster with a fair mustache, who had goaded with good intent. Funny, thought MacIan, that well-intentioned goads hurt worse than the other kind.


A vast paw closed on his shoulder, hauling him back. Another, he saw, yanked Thekla upright. And Bhak the Titan's hairy travesty of a face peered down at them.


"Listen," he grunted, in his oddly articulated Esperanto. "I know what's up. I got ears, and village houses got thin walls. I heard the Nahali girl talking. I don't know which one of you has the treasure, but I want it. If I don't get it. . ."


His fingers slid higher on MacIan s shoulder, gripped his throat. Six fingers, like iron clamps. MacIan heard Thekla choking and cursing; he managed to gasp:


"You're in the wrong place, Bhak. We're men. I thought you only strangled women."


The grip slackened a trifle. "Men too," said Bhak slowly. "That's why I had to run away from Titan. That's why I've had to run away from everywhere. Men or womenâ��anyone who laughs at me."


MacIan looked at the blank-eyed, revolting face, and wondered that anyone could laugh at it. Pity it, shut it harmlessly away, but not laugh.


Bhak's fingers fell away abruptly. "They laugh at me," he repeated miserably, "and run away. I know I'm ugly. But I want friends and a wife, like anyone else. Especially a wife. But they laugh at me, the women do, when I ask them. And. . ." He was shaking suddenly with rage and his face was a beast's face, blind and brutal. "And I kill them. I kill the damned little vixens that laugh at me!"


He stared stupidly at his great hands. "Then I have to run away. Always running away, alone." The bright, empty eyes met MacIan's with deadly purpose. "That's why I want the money. If I have money, they'll like me. Women always like men who have money. If I kill one of you, I'll have to run away again. But if I have someone to go with me, I won't mind."


Thekla showed his pointed teeth. "Try strangling a Nahali girl, Bhak. Then we'll be rid of you."


Bhak grunted. "I'm not a fool. I know what the Nahali do to you. But I want that money the girl told about, and I'll get it. I'd get it now, only Lehn will come."


He stood over them, grinning. MacIan drew back, between pity and disgust. "The Legion is certainly the System's garbage dump," he muttered in Martian, loud enough for Thekla to hear, and smiled at the low-canaler's stifled taunt. Stifled, because Lehn was coming up, his heavy water-boots thudding on the soggy ground.


Without a word the three fell in behind the officer, whose face had taken on an unfamiliar stony grimness. MacIan wondered whether it was anger at him, or fear of what they might get in the swamp. Then he shrugged; the young cub would have to follow his own trail, wherever it led. And MacIan took a stern comfort from this thought. His own feet were irrevocably directed; there was no doubt, no turning back. He'd never have again to go through what Lehn was going through. All he had to do was wait.


The plank bridge groaned under them, almost touching the water in the moat. Most ingenious, that moat. The Nahali could swim it in their sleep, normally, but when the conductor rods along the bottom were turned on, they literally burned out their circuits from an overload. The swamp-rats packed a bigger potential than any Earthly electric eel.


Ian MacIan, looking at the lights of the squalid village that lay below the fort, reflected that the Nahali had at least one definitely human trait. The banging of a three-tiered Venusian piano echoed on the heavy air, along with shouts and laughter that indicated a free flow of "swamp juice." This link in the chain of stations surrounding the swamplands was fully garrisoned only during the rains, and the less warlike Nahali were busy harvesting what they could from the soldiers and the rabble that came after them.


Queer creatures, the swamp-rats, with their ruby eyes and iridescent scales. Nature, in adapting them to their wet, humid environment, had left them somewhere between warm-blooded mammals and cold-blooded reptiles, anthropoid in shape, man-sized, capricious. The most remarkable thing about them was their breathing apparatus, each epithelial cell forming a tiny electrolysis plant to extract oxygen from water. Since they lived equally on land and in water, and since the swamp air was almost a mist, it suited them admirably. That was why they had to wait for the rains to go raiding in the fertile uplands; and that was why hundreds of Interworld Legionnaires had to swelter on the strip of soggy ground between swamp and plateau to stop them.


MacIan was last in line. Just as his foot left the planks, four heads jerked up as one, facing to the darkening sky.


"Ram!"


Big drops, splattering slowly down, making a sibilant whisper across the swamp. The pipes broke off, leaving the ears a little deafened with the lack of them after so long. And MacIan, looking at Lehn, swore furiously in his heart.


The three men paused, expecting an order to turn back, but Lehn waved them on.


"But it's raining," protested Bhak. "We'll get caught in the attack."


The officer's strangely hard face was turned toward them. "No," he said, with an odd finality, "they won't attack. Not yet."


They went on, toward the swamp that was worse in silence than it had been with the praying pipes. And MacIan, looking ahead at the oddly assorted men plowing grimly through the mud, caught a sudden glimpse of something dark and hidden, something beyond the simple threat of death that hung always over a reconnoitering patrol.


The swamp folded them in. It is never truly dark on Venus, owing to the thick, diffusing atmosphere. There was enough light to show branching, muddy trails, great still pools choked with weeds, the spreading liha-trees with their huge pollen pods, everything dripping with the slow rain. MacIan could hear the thudding of that rain for miles around on the silent air; the sullen forerunner of the deluge. Fort and village were lost in sodden twilight. Lehn's boots squelched onward through the mud of a trail that rose gradually to a ridge of higher ground. When he reached the top, Lehn turned abruptly, his electro-gun seeming to materialize in his hand, and MacIan was startled by the bleak look of his pink young face.


"Stop right there," said Lehn quietly. "Keep your hands up. And don't speak until I'm finished."


He waited a second, with the rain drumming on his waterproof coverall, dripping from the ends of his fair mustache. The others were obedient, Bhak a great grinning hulk between the two slighter men. Lehn went on calmly.


"Someone has sold us out to the Nahali. That's how I know they won't attack until they get the help they're waiting for. I had to find out, if possible, what preparations they have made for destroying our electrical supply, which is our only vulnerable point. But I had a double purpose in calling this party. Can you guess what it is?"


MacIan could. Lehn continued:


"The traitor had his price; escape from the Legion, from Venus, through the swamp to Lhiva, where he can ship out on a tramp. His one problem was to get away from the fort without being seen, since all leaves have been temporarily cancelled."


Lehn's mist-grey eyes were icy. "I gave him that chance."


Bhak laughed, an empty, jarring roar. "See? That's what the Nahali girl said. She said, 'He can get what he needs, now. He'll get away before the rains, probably with a patrol; then our people can attack.' I know what he needed. Money! And I want it."


"Shut up!" Lehn's electro-gun gestured peremptorily. "I want the truth of this. Which one of you is the traitor?"


Thekla's pointed white teeth gleamed. "MacIan loves the Legion, sir. He couldn't be guilty."


Lehn's gaze crossed MacIan's briefly, and again the Scot had a fleeting glimpse of something softer beneath the new hardness. It was something that took him back across time to a day when he had been a green subaltern in the Terran Guards, and a hard-bitten, battle-tempered senior officer had filled the horizon for him.


It was the something that had made Lehn offer him a chance, when his trap was set and sprung. It was the something that was going to make Lehn harder on him now than on either Bhak or Thekla. It was hero-worship.


MacIan groaned inwardly. "Look here," he said. "We're in Nahali country. There may be trouble at any moment. Do you think this is the time for detective work? You may have caught the wrong men anyway. Better do your job of reconnoitering, and worry about the identity of the traitor back in the fort."


"You're not an officer now, MacIan!" snapped Lehn. "Speak up, and I want the truth. You, Thekla!"


Thekla's black eyes were bitter. "I'd as well be here as anywhere, since I can't be on Mars. How could I go back, with a hanging charge against me?"


"MacIan?" Lehn's grey gaze was leveled stiffly past his head. And MacIan was quivering suddenly with rage; rage against the life that had brought him where he was, against Lehn, who was the symbol of all he had thrown away.


"Think what you like," he whispered, "and be damned!"


Bhak's movement came so swiftly that it caught everyone unprepared. Handling the Martian like a child's bean-bag, he picked him up and hurled him against Lehn. The electro-gun spat a harmless bolt into empty air as the two fell struggling in the mud. MacIan sprang forward, but Bhak's great fingers closed on his neck. With his free hand, the Titan dragged Thekla upright; he held them both helpless while he kicked the sprawling Lehn in the temple.


In the split second before unconsciousness took him, Lehn's eyes met MacIan's, and they were terrible eyes. MacIan groaned, "You young fool!" Then Lehn was down, and Bhak's fingers were throttling him.


"Which one?" snarled the Titan. "Give me the money, and I'll let you go. I'm going to have the money, if I have to kill you. Then the girls won't laugh at me. Tell me. Which one?"


MacIan's blue eyes widened suddenly. With all his strength he fought to croak out one word: "Nahali!"


Bhak dropped them with a grunt. Swinging his great hands, forgetting his gun completely, he stood at bay. There was a rush of bodies in the rain-blurred dusk, a flash of scarlet eyes and triangular mouths laughing in queer, noseless faces. Then there were scaly, manlike things hurled like battering-rams against the Legionnaires.


MacIan's gun spat blue flame; two Nahali fell, electrocuted, but there were too many of them. His helmet was torn off, so that his drenched white hair blinded him; rubber-shod fists and feet lashed against reptilian flesh. Somewhere just out of sight, Thekla was cursing breathlessly in low-canal argot. And Lehn, still dazed, was crawling gamely to his feet; his helmet had protected him from the full force of Bhak's kick.


The hulking Titan loomed in the midst of a swarm of redeyed swamp-rats. And MacIan saw abruptly that he had taken off his clumsy gloves when he had made ready to strangle his mates. The great six-fingered hands stretched hungrily toward a Nahali throat.


"Bhak!" yelled MacIan. "Don't . . . !"


The Titan's heavy laughter drowned him out; the vast paws closed in a joyous grip. On the instant, Bhak's great body bent and jerked convulsively; he slumped down, the heart burned out of him by the electricity circuited through his hands.


Lehn's gun spoke. There was a reek of ozone, and a Nahali screamed like a stricken reptile. The Venusian cried out in sudden pain, and was silent; MacIan, struggling upright, saw him buried under a pile of scaly bodies. Then a clammy paw touched his own face. He moaned as a numbing shock struck through him, and lapsed into semi-consciousness.


He had vague memories of being alternately carried and towed through warm lakes and across solid ground. He knew dimly that he was dumped roughly under a liha-tree in a clearing where there were thatched huts, and that he was alone.


After what seemed a very long time he sat up, and his surroundings were clear. Even more clear was Thekla's thin dark face peering amusedly down at him.


The Martian bared his pointed white teeth, and said, "Hello, traitor."


MacIan would have risen and struck him, only that he was weak and dizzy. And then he saw that Thekla had a gun.


His own holster was empty. MacIan got slowly to his feet, raking the white hair out of his eyes, and he said, "You dirty little rat!"


Thekla laughed, as a fox might laugh at a baffled hound. "Go ahead and curse me, MacIan. You high-and-mighty renegade! You were right; I'd rather swing on Mars than live another month in this damned sweat-box! And I can laugh at you, Ian MacIan! I'm going back to the deserts and the wine-shops on the Jekkara Low-canal. The Nahali girl didn't mean money; she meant plastic surgery, to give me another face. I'm free. And you're going to die, right here in the filthy mud!"


A slow, grim smile touched MacIan's face, but he said nothing.


"Oh, I understand," said Thekla mockingly. "You fallen swells and your honor! But you won't die honorably, any more than you've lived that way."


MacIan's eyes were contemptuous and untroubled.


The pointed teeth gleamed. "You don't understand, MacIan. Lehn isn't going to die. He's going back to face the music, after his post is wiped out. I don't know what they'll do to him, but it won't be nice. And remember, MacIan, he thinks you sold him out. He thinks you cost him his post, his men, his career: his honor, you scut! Think that over when the swamp-rats go to work on youâ��they like a little fun now and thenâ��and remember I'm laughing!"


MacIan was silent for a long time, hands clenched at his sides, his craggy face carved in dark stone under his dripping white hair. Then he whispered, "Why?"


Thekla's eyes met his in sudden intense hate. "Because I want to see your damned proud, supercilious noses rubbed in the dirt!"


MacIan nodded. His face was strange, as though a curtain had been drawn over it. "Where's Lehn?"


Thekla pointed to the nearest hut. "But it won't do you any good. The rats gave him an overdose, accidentally, of course, and he's out for a long time."


Macian went unsteadily toward the hut through rain. Over his shoulder he heard Thekla's voice: "Don't try anything funny, MacIan. I can shoot you down before you're anywhere near an escape, even if you could find your way back without me. The Nahali are gathering now, all over the swamp; within half an hour they'll march on the fort, and then on to the plateaus. They'll send my escort before they go, but you and Lehn will have to wait until they come back. You can think of me while you're waiting to die, MacIan; me, going to Lhiva and freedom!"


MacIan didn't answer. The rhythm of the rain changed from a slow drumming to a rapid, vicious hiss; he could see it, almost smoking in the broad leaves of the liha-trees. The drops cut his body like whips, and he realized for the first time that he was stripped to trousers and shirt. Without his protective rubber coverall, Thekla could electrocute him far quicker even than a Nahali, with his service pistol.


The hut, which had been very close, was suddenly far off, so far he could hardly see it. The muddy ground swooped and swayed underfoot. MacIan jerked himself savagely erect. Fever. Any fool who prowled the swamp without proper covering was a sure victim. He looked back at Thekla, safe in helmet and coverall, grinning like a weasel under the shelter of a pod-hung tree-branch.


The hut came back into proper perspective. Aching, trembling suddenly with icy cold, he stooped and entered. Lehn lay there, dry but stripped like MacIan, his young face slack in unconsciousness. MacIan raised a hand, let it fall limply back. Lehn was still paralyzed from the shock. It might be hours, even days before he came out of it. Perhaps never, if he wasn't cared for properly.


MacIan must have gone a little mad then, from the fever and the shock to his own brain, and Thekla. He took Lehn's shirt in both hands and shook him, as though to beat sense back into his brain, and shouted at him in hoarse savagery.


"All I wanted was to die! That's what I came to the Legion for, to die like a soldier because I couldn't live like an officer. But it had to be honorably, Lehn! Otherwise. . ."


He broke off in a fit of shivering, and his blue eyes glared under his white, tumbled hair. "You robbed me of that, damn you! You and Thekla. You trapped me. You wouldn't even let me die decently. I was an officer, Lehn, like you. Do you hear me, young fool? I had to choose between two courses, and I chose the wrong one. I lost my whole command. Twenty-five hundred men, dead.


"They might have let me off at the court-martial. It was an honest mistake. But I didn't wait. I resigned. All I wanted was to die like a good soldier. That's why I volunteered. And you tricked me, Lehn! You and Thekla."


He let the limp body fall and crouched there, holding his throbbing head in his hands. He knew he was crying, and couldn't stop. His skin burned, and he was cold to the marrow of his bones.


Suddenly he looked at Lehn out of bright, fever-mad eyes. "Very well," he whispered. "I won't die. You can't kill me, you and Thekla, and you go on believing I betrayed you. I'll take you back, you two, and fight it out. I'll keep the Nahali from taking the fort, so you can't say I sold it out. I'll make you believe me!"


From somewhere, far off, he heard Thekla laugh.


MacIan huddled there for some time, his brain whirling. Through the rain-beat and the fever-mist in his head and the alternate burning and freezing that racked his body, certain truths shot at him like stones from a sling.


Thekla had a gun that shot a stream of electricity. A gun designed for Nahali, whose nervous systems were built to carry a certain load and no more, like any set of wires. The low frequency discharge was strong enough to kill a normal man only under ideal conditions; and these conditions were uniquely ideal. Wet clothes, wet skin, wet ground, even the air saturated.


Then there were metal and rubber. Metal in his belt, in Lehn's belt; metal mesh, because the damp air rotted everything else. Rubber on his feet, on Lehn's feet. Rubber was insulation. Metal was a conductor.


MacIan realized with part of his mind that he must be mad to do what he planned to do. But he went to work just the same.


Ten minutes later he left the hut and crossed the soaking clearing in the downpour. Thekla had left the liha-tree for a hut directly opposite Lehn's; he rose warily in the doorway, gun ready. His sly black eyes took in MacIan's wild blue gaze, the fever spots burning on his lean cheekbones, and he smiled.


"Get on back to the hut," he said. "Be a pity if you die before the Nahali have a chance to try electro-therapy."


MacIan didn't pause. His right arm was hidden behind his back. Thekla's jaw tightened. "Get back or I'll kill you!"


MacIan's boots sucked in the mud. The beating rain streamed from his white hair, over his craggy face and gaunt shoulders. And he didn't hesitate.


Thekla's pointed teeth gleamed in a sudden snarl. His thumb snapped the trigger; a bolt of blue flame hissed toward the striding Scot.


MacIan's right hand shot out in the instant the gun spoke. One of Lehn's rubber boots cased his arm almost to the shoulder, and around the ankle of it a length of metal was made fast; two mesh belts linked together. The spitting blue fire was gathered to the metal circle, shot down the coupled lengths, and died in the ground.


The pistol sputtered out as a coil fused. Thekla cursed and flung it at MacIan's head. The Scot dodged it, and broke into a run, dropping Lehn's boot that his hands might be free to grapple.


Thekla fought like a low-canal rat, but MacIan was bigger and beyond himself with the first madness of fever. He beat the little Martian down and bound him with his own belt, and then went looking for his clothes and gun.


He found them, with Lehn's, in the hut next door. His belt pouch yielded quinine; he gulped a large dose and felt better. After he had dressed, he went and wrestled Lehn into his coverall and helmet and dragged him out beside Thekla, who was groaning back to consciousness in the mud.


Looking up, MacIan saw three Nahali men watching him warily out of scarlet eyes as they slunk toward him.


Thekla's escort. And it was a near thing. Twice clammy paws seared his face before he sent them writhing down into the mud, jerking as the overload beat through their nervous systems. Triangular mouths gaped in noseless faces, hand-like paws tore convulsively at scaly breastplates, and MacIan, as he watched them die, said calmly: "There will be hundreds of them storming the fort. My gun won't be enough. But somehow I've got to stop them."


No answer now. He shrugged and kicked Thekla erect. "Back to the fort, scut," he ordered, and laughed. The linked belts were fastened now around Thekla's neck, the other end hooked to the muzzle of MacIan's gun, so that the slightest rough pull would discharge it. "What if I stumble?" Thekla snarled, and MacIan answered, "You'd better not!"


Lehn was big and heavy, but somehow MacIan got him across his shoulders. And they started off.


The fringe of the swamp was in sight when MacIan's brain became momentarily lucid. Another dose of quinine drove the mists back, so that the fort, some fifty yards away, assumed its proper focus. MacIan dropped Lehn on his back in the mud and stood looking, his hand ready on his gun.


The village swarmed with swamp-rats in the slow, watery dawn. They were ranged in a solid mass along the edges of the moat, and the fort's guns were silent. MacIan wondered why, until he saw that the dam that furnished power for the turbine had been broken down.


Thekla laughed silently. "My idea, MacIan. The Nahali would never have thought of it themselves. They can't drown, you know. I showed them how to sneak into the reservoir, right under the fort's guns, and stay under water, loosening the stones around the spillway. The pressure did the rest. Now there's no power for the big guns, nor the conductor rods in the moat."


He turned feral black eyes on MacIan. "You've made a fool of yourself. You can't stop those swamp-rats from tearing the fort apart. You can't stop me from getting away, after they're through. You can't stop Lehn from thinking what he does. You haven't changed anything by these damned heroics!"


"Heroics!" said MacIan hoarsely, and laughed. "Maybe." With sudden viciousness he threw the end of the linked belts over a low liha-branch, so that Thekla had to stand on tiptoe to keep from strangling. Then, staring blindly at the beleaguered fort, he tried to beat sense out of his throbbing head. "There was something," he whispered. "Something I was saying back in the swamp. Something my mind was trying to tell me, only I was delirious. What was it, Thekla?"


The Martian was silent, the bloody grin set on his dark face. MacIan took him by the shoulders and shook him. "What was it?"


Thekla choked and struggled as the metal halter tightened. "Nothing, you fool! Nothing but Nahali and liha-trees."


"Liha-trees!" MacIan's fever-bright eyes went to the great green pollen-pods hung among the broad leaves. He shivered, partly with chill, partly with exultation. And he began like a madman to strip Lehn and Thekla of their rubber coveralls.


Lehn's, because it was larger, he tented over two low branches. Thekla's he spread on the ground beneath. Then he tore down pod after pod from the liha-tree, breaking open the shells under the shelter of the improvised tent, pouring out the green powder on the groundcloth.


When he had a two-foot pile, he stood back and fired a bolt of electricity into the heart of it.


Thick, oily black smoke poured up, slowly at first, then faster and faster as the fire took hold. A sluggish breeze was blowing out of the swamp, drawn by the cooler uplands beyond the fort; it took the smoke and sent it rolling toward the packed and struggling mass on the earthworks.


Out on the battlefield, Nahali stiffened suddenly, fell tearing convulsively at their bodies. The beating rain washed the soot down onto them harder and harder, streaked it away, left a dull film over the reptilian skins, the scaly breastplates. More and more of them fell as the smoke rolled thicker, fed by the blackened madman under the liha-tree, until only Legionnaires were left standing in its path, staring dumbly at the stricken swamp-rats.


The squirming bodies stilled in death. Hundreds more, out on the edges of the smoke, seeing their comrades die, fled back into the swamp. The earthworks were cleared. Ian MacIan gave one wild shout that carried clear to the fort. Then he collapsed, crouched shivering beside the unconscious Lehn, babbling incoherently.


Thekla, strained on tiptoe under the tree-branch, had stopped smiling.


The fever-mists rolled away at last. MacIan woke to see Lehn's pink young face, rather less pink than usual, bending over him.


Lehn's hand came out awkwardly. "I'm sorry, MacIan. Thekla told me; I made him. I should have known." His grey eyes were ashamed. MacIan smiled and gripped his hand with what strength the fever had left him.


"My own fault, boy. Forget it."


Lehn sat down on the bed. "What did you do to the swamp-rats?" he demanded eagerly. "They all have a coating as though they'd been dipped in paraffin!"


MacIan chuckled. "In a way, they were. You know how they breathe; each skin cell forming a miniature electrolysis plant to extract oxygen from water. Well, it extracts hydrogen too, naturally, and the hydrogen is continually being given off, just as we give off carbon dioxide.


"Black smoke means soot, soot means carbon. Carbon plus hydrogen forms various waxy hydrocarbons. Wax is impervious to both water and air. So when the oily soot from the smoke united with the hydrogen exuded from the Nahali's bodies, it sealed away the life-giving water from the skin-cells. They literally smothered to death, like an Earthly ant doused with powder."


Lehn nodded. He was quiet for a long time, his eyes on the sickbay's well-scrubbed floor. At length, he said:


"My offer still goes, MacIan. Officer's examinations. One mistake, an honest one, shouldn't rob you of your life. You don't even know that it would have made any difference if your decision had been the other way. Perhaps there was no way out."


MacIan's white head nodded on the pillow.


"Perhaps I will, Lehn. Something Thekla said set me thinking. He said he'd rather die on Mars than live another month in exile. I'm an exile too, Lehn, in a different way. Yes, I think I'll try it. And if I fail againâ��" he shrugged and smiledâ��"there are always Nahali."


It seemed for a minute after that as though he had gone to sleep. Then he murmured, so low that Lehn had to bend down to hear him:


"Thekla will hang after the court-martial. Can you see that they take him back to Mars, first?"
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TERROR OUT OF SPACE


I


Lundy was flying the aero-space convertible by himself. He'd been doing it for a long time. So long that the bottom half of him was dead to the toes and the top half even deader, except for two separate aches like ulcerated teeth; one in his back, one in his head.


Thick pearly-grey Venusian sky went past the speeding flier in streamers of torn cloud. The rockets throbbed and pounded. Instruments jerked erratically under the swirl of magnetic currents that makes the Venusian atmosphere such a swell place for pilots to go nuts in.


Jackie Smith was still out cold in the copilot's seat. From in back, beyond the closed door to the tiny inner cabin, Lundy could hear Farrell screaming and fighting.


He'd been screaming a long time. Ever since the shot of avertin Lundy had given him after he was taken had begun to wear thin. Fighting the straps and screaming, a hoarse jarring sound with no sense in it.


Screaming to be free, because of It.


Somewhere inside of Lundy, inside the rumpled, sweat-soaked black uniform of the Tri-World Police, Special Branch, and the five-foot-six of thick springy muscle under it, there was a knot. It was a large knot, and it was very, very cold in spite of the sweltering heat in the cabin, and it had a nasty habit of yanking itself tight every few minutes, causing Lundy to jerk and sweat as though he'd been spiked.


Lundy didn't like that cold tight knot in his belly. It meant he was afraid. He'd been afraid before, plenty of times, and he wasn't ashamed of it. But right now he needed all the brains and guts he had to get It back to Special headquarters at Vhia, and he didn't want to have to fight himself, too.


Fear can screw things for you. It can make you weak when you need to be strong, if you're going to go on living. You, and the two other guys depending on you.


Lundy hoped he could keep from getting too much afraid, and too tiredâ��because It was sitting back there in its little strongbox in the safe, waiting for somebody to crack.


Farrell was cracked wide open, of course, but he was tied down. Jackie Smith had begun to show signs before he passed out, so that Lundy had kept one hand over the anesthetic needle gun bolstered on the side of his chair. And Lundy thought,


The hell of it is, you don't know when It starts to work on you. There's no set pattern, or if there is we don't know it. Maybe right now the readings I see on those dials aren't there at all . . . .


Down below the torn grey clouds he could see occasional small patches of ocean. The black, still, tideless water of Venus, that covers so many secrets of the planet's past.


It didn't help Lundy any. It could be right or wrong, depending on what part of the ocean it wasâ��and there was no way to tell. He hoped nothing would happen to the motors. A guy could get awfully wet, out in the middle of that still black water.


Farrell went on screaming. His throat seemed to be lined with impervium. Screaming and fighting the straps, because It was locked up and calling for help.


"I'm cold," he said. "Hi, Midget."


Lundy turned his head. Normally he had a round, fresh, merry face, with bright dark eyes and a white, small-boyish grin. Now he looked like something the waiter had swept out from under a table at four A.M. on New Year's Day.


"You're cold," he said sourly. He licked sweat off his lips. "Oh, fine! That was all I needed."


Jackie Smith stirred slightly, groaned, to joggle himself. His black tunic was open over his chest, showing the white strapping of bandages, and his left hand was thrust in over the locked top of the tunic's zipper. He was a big man, not any older than Lundy, with big, ugly, pleasant features, a shock of coarse pale hair, and a skin like old leather.


"On Mercury, where I was born," he said, "the climate is suitable for human beings. You Old-World pantywaists . . ." He broke off, turned white under the leathery burn, and said through set teeth, "Oi! Farrell sure did a good job on me."


"You'll live," said Lundy. He tried not to think about how nearly both he and Smith had come to not living. Farrell had put up one hell of a fight, when they caught up with him in a native village high up in the Mountains of White Cloud.


Lundy still felt sick about that. The bull-meat, the hard boys, you didn't mind kicking around. But Farrell wasn't that kind. He was just a nice guy that got trapped by something too big for him.


A nice guy, crazy blind in love with somebody that didn't exist. A decent hardworking guy with a wife and two kids who'd lost his mind, heart, and soul to a Thing from outer space, so that he was willing to kill to protect It.


Oh, hell! thought Lundy wearily, wont he ever stop screaming?


The rockets beat and thundered. The torn grey sky whipped past. Jackie Smith sat rigid, with closed eyes, white around the lips and breathing in shallow, careful gasps. And Vhia still a long way off.


Maybe farther off than he knew. Maybe he wasn't heading toward Vhia at all. Maybe It was working on him, and he'd never know it till he crashed.


The cold knot tightened in his belly like a cold blade stabbing.


Lundy cursed. Thinking things like that was a sure way to punch your ticket right straight to blazes.


But you couldn't help thinking, about It. The Thing you had caught in a special net of tight-woven metal mesh, aiming at something Farrell could see but you couldn't. The Thing you had forced into the glassite box and covered up with a black cloth, because you had been warned not to look at It.


Lundy's hands tingled and burned, not unpleasantly. He could still feel the small savage Thing fighting him, hidden in the net. It had felt vaguely cylindrical, and terribly alive.


Life. Life from outer space, swept out of a cloud of cosmic dust by the gravitic pull of Venus. Since Venus had hit the cloud there had been a wave of strange madness on the planet. Madness like Farrell's, that had led to murder, and some things even worse.


Scientists had some ideas about that life from Out There. They'd had a lucky break and found one of The Things, dead, and there were vague stories going around of a crystalline-appearing substance that wasn't really crystal, about three inches long and magnificently etched and fluted, and supplied with some odd little gadgets nobody would venture an opinion about.


But the Thing didn't do them much good, dead. They had to have one alive, if they were going to find out what made it tick and learn how to put a stop to what the telecommentators had chosen to call The Madness from Beyond, or The Vampire Lure.


One thing about it everybody knew. The guys who suddenly went sluggy and charged off the rails all made it clear that they had met the ultimate Dream Woman of all women and all dreams. Nobody else could see her, but that didn't bother them any. They saw her, and she wasâ��She. And her eyes were always veiled.


And She was a whiz at hypnosis and mind-control. That's why She, or It, hadn't been caught alive before. Not before Lundy and Smith, with every scientific aid Special could give them, had tracked down Farrell and managed to get the breaks.


The breaks. Plain fool luck. Lundy moved his throbbing head stiffly on his aching neck, blinked sweat out of his bloodshot eyes, and wished to hell he was home in bed.


Jackie Smith said suddenly, "Midget, I'm cold. Get me a blanket."


Lundy looked at him. His pale green eyes were half open, but not as though they saw anything. He was shivering.


"I can't leave the controls, Jackie."


"Nuts. I've got one hand. I can hang onto this lousy tin fish that long."


Lundy scowled. He knew Smith wasn't kidding about the cold. The temperatures on Mercury made the first-generation colonists sensitive to anything below the range of an electric furnace. With the wound and all, Smith might wind up with pneumonia if he wasn't covered.


"Okay." Lundy reached out and closed the switch marked A. "But I'll let Mike do the flying. He can probably last five minutes before he blows his guts out."


Iron Mike was just a pattycake when it came to Venusian atmosphere flying. The constant magnetic compensation heated the robot coils to the fusing point in practically no time at all.


Lundy thought fleetingly that it was nice to know there were still a couple of things men could do better than machinery.


He got up, feeling like something that had stood outside rusting for four hundred years or so. Smith didn't turn his head. Lundy growled at him.


"Next time, sonny, you wear your long woolen undies and let me alone!"


Then he stopped. The knot jerked tight in his stomach.


Cold sweat needled him, and his nerves stung in a swift rush of fire.


Farrell had quit screaming.


There was silence in the ship. Nothing touched it. The rockets were outside it and didn't matter. Even Jackie Smith's careful breathing had stopped. Lundy went forward slowly, toward the door. Two steps.


It opened. Lundy stopped again, quite still.


Farrell was standing in the opening. A nice guy with a wife and two kids. His face still looked like that, but the eyes in it were not sane, nor even human.


Lundy had tied him down to the bunk with four heavy straps. Breast, belly, thighs, and feet. The marks of them were on Farrell. They were cut into his shirt and pants, into his flesh and sinew, deep enough to show his bare white ribs. There was blood. A lot of blood. Farrell didn't mind.


"I broke the straps," he said. He smiled at Lundy. "She called me and I broke the straps."


He started to walk to the safe in the corner of the cabin. Lundy gagged and pulled himself up out of a cold black cloud and got his feet to moving.


Jackie Smith said quietly, "Hold it, Midget. She doesn't like it there in the safe. She's cold and she wants to come out."


Lundy looked over his shoulder. Smith was hunched around in his seat, holding the needle-gun from Lundy's holster on the pilot's chair. His pale green eyes had a distant, dreamy glow, but Lundy knew better than to trust it.


He said, without inflection, "You've seen her."


"No. No, butâ��I've heard her." Smith's heavy lips twitched and parted. The breath sucked through between them, hoarse and slow.


Farrell went down on his knees beside the safe. He put his hands on its blank and gleaming face and turned to Lundy. He was crying.


"Open it. You've got to open it. She wants to come out. She's frightened."


Jackie Smith raised the gun, a fraction of an inch. "Open it, Midget." he whispered. "She's cold in there."


Lundy stood still. The sweat ran on him and he was colder than a frog's belly in the rain; and for no reason at all he said thickly,


"No. She's hot. She can't breathe in there. She's hot." Then he jerked his head up and yelled. He came around to face Smith, unsteady but fast, and started for him.


Smith's ugly face twisted as though he might be going to cry. "Midget! I don't want to shoot you. Open the safe!"


Lundy said, "You damned fool," with no voice at all, and went on.


Smith hit the firing stud.


The anesthetic needles hit Lundy across the chest. They didn't hurt much. Just a stinging prick. He kept going. No reason. It was just something he seemed to be doing at the time.


Behind him Farrell whimpered once like a puppy and lay down across the little safe. He didn't move again. Lundy got down on his hands and knees and reached in a vague sort of way for the controls. Jackie Smith watched him with dazed green eyes.


Quite suddenly, Iron Mike blew his guts out. The control panel let go a burst of blue flame. The glare and heat of it knocked Lundy backward. Things hissed and snarled and ran together, and the convertible began to dance like a leaf in a gale. The automatic safety cut the rockets dead.


The ship began to fall.


Smith said something that sounded like She and folded up his chair. Lundy rubbed his hand across his face. The lines of it were blurred and stupid. His dark eyes had no sense in them.


He began to crawl over the lurching floor toward the safe.


The clouds outside ripped and tore across the ship's nose, and presently only water showed. Black, still, tideless water dotted with little islands of floating weed that stirred and slithered with a life of their own.


Black water, rushing up.


Lundy didn't care. He crawled through Farrell's blood, and he didn't care about that, either. He pushed Farrell's body back against the cabin wall and began to scratch at the shiny door, making noises like a hound shut out and not happy about it.


The ship hit the water with a terrific smack. Spray geysered up, dead white against the black sea, fell back, and closed in. Presently even the ripples went away.


Dark green weed-islands twined sinuously upon themselves, a flock of small seadragons flapped their jeweled wings down and began to fish, and none of them cared at all about the ship sinking away under them.


Not even Lundy cared, out cold in the space-tight cabin, with his body wedged up against the safe and tears drying with the sweat on his stubbled cheeks.


II


The first thing Lundy knew about was the stillness. A dead feeling, as though everything in creation had stopped breathing.


The second thing was his body. It hurt, like hell, and it was hot, and it didn't like the thick, foul air it was getting. Lundy pushed himself into a sitting position and tried to boot his brain into action. It was hard work, because someone had split his head open four ways with an axe.


It wasn't really dark in the cabin. A wavering silver glow almost like moonlight came in through the ports. Lundy could see pretty well. He could see Farrell's body sprawled out on the floor, and a mess of junk that had once been equipment.


He could see the safe.


He looked at it a long time. There wasn't much to look at. Just an open safe with nothing in it, and a piece of black cloth dropped on the floor.


"Oh, Lord," whispered Lundy. "Oh, my Lord!"


Everything hit him at once then. There wasn't much in him but his stomach, and that was tied down. But it tried hard to come up. Presently the spasms stopped, and then Lundy heard the knocking.


It wasn't very loud. It had a slow, easy rhythm, as though the knocker had a lot of time and didn't care when he got in. It came from the airlock panel.


Lundy got up. Slowly, cold as a toad's belly and as white. His lips drew back from his teeth and stayed there, frozen.


The knocking kept on. A sleepy kind of sound. The guy outside could afford to wait. Sometime that locked door was going to open, and he could wait. He wasn't in a hurry. He would never be in a hurry.


Lundy looked all around the cabin. He didn't speak. He looked sideways out of the port. There was water out there. The black sea-water of Venus; clear and black, like deep night.


There was level sand spreading away from the ship. The silver light came up out of it. Some kind of phosphorescence, as bright as moonlight and faintly tinged with green.


Black sea-water. Silver sand. The guy kept on knocking at the door. Slow and easy. Patient. Oneâ��two. Oneâ��two. Just off beat with Lundy's heart.


Lundy went to the inner cabin, walking steadily He looked around carefully and then went back. He stopped by the lock panel.


"Okay, Jackie," he said. "In a minute. In a minute, boy."


Then he turned and went very fast to the port locker and got a quart bottle out of its shock cradle, and raised it. It took both hands.


After a while he dropped the bottle and stood still, not looking at anything, until he stopped shaking. Then he pulled his vac-suit down off its hook and climbed into it. His face was grey and quite blank.


He took all the oxygen cylinders he could carry, emergency rations, and all the Benzedrine in the medicine kit. He put the limit dose of the stimulant down on top of the brandy before he locked his helmet. He didn't bother with the needle gun. He took the two Service blastersâ��his own, and Smith's. The gentle knocking didn't stop.


He stood for a moment looking at the open safe and the black cloth dropped beside it. Something cruel came into his face. A tightness, a twitching and setting of the muscles, and a terrible look of patience.


Being under water wouldn't bother a Thing from outer space. He reached up and lifted the net of tight-woven metal-mesh down off its hook and fastened it on his belt. Then he walked over and opened the airlock door.


Black water swirled in around his weighted boots, and then the door opened wide and Jackie Smith came in.


He'd been waiting in the flooded lock-chamber. Kicking his boots against the inner door, easy, with the slow breathing of the sea. Now the water pushed his feet down and held him upright from behind, so he could walk in and stand looking at Lundy. A big blond man with green eyes, and white bandages strapped under his open black tunic, looking at Lundy. Not long. Only for a second. But long enough.


Lundy stopped himself after the third scream. He had to, because he knew if he screamed again he'd never stop. By that time the black water had pushed Jackie Smith away, over to the opposite wall, and covered his face.


"Oh, Lord!" whispered Lundy. "Oh, Lord, what did he see before he drowned?"


No one answered. The black water pushed at Lundy, rising high around him, trying to take him over to Jackie Smith. Lundy's mouth began to twitch.


He shut his teeth on his lower lip, holding it, holding his throat. He began to run, clumsily, fighting the water, and then he stopped that, too. He walked, not looking behind him, out into the flooded lock. The door slid shut behind him, automatically.


He walked out across the firm green-silver sand, swallowing the blood that ran in his mouth and choked him.


He didn't hurry. He was going to be walking for a long, long time. From the position of the ship when it fell he ought to be able to make it to the coastâ��unless It had been working on him so the figures on the dials hadn't been there at all.


He checked his direction, adjusted the pressure-control in his vac-suit, and plodded on in the eerie undersea moonlight. It wasn't hard going. If he didn't hit a deep somewhere, or meet something too big to handle, or furnish a meal for some species of hungry Venus-weed, he ought to live to face up to the Old Man at H.Q. and tell him two men were dead, the ship lost, and the job messed to hell and gone.


It was beautiful down there. Like the dream-worlds you see when you're doped or delirious. The phosphorescence rose up into the black water and danced there in wavering whorls of cold fire. Fish, queer gaudy little things with jeweled eyes, flicked past Lundy in darts of sudden color, and there were great stands of weed like young forests, spangling the dark water and the phosphorescence glow with huge burning spots of blue and purple and green and silver.


Flowers. Lundy got too close to some of them once. They reached out and opened round mouths full of spines and sucked at him hungrily. The fish gave them a wide berth. After that, so did Lundy.


He hadn't been walking more than half an hour when he hit the road.


It was a perfectly good road, running straight across the sand. Here and there it was cracked, with some of the huge square blocks pushed up or tipped aside, but it was still a good road, going somewhere.


Lundy stood looking at it with cold prickles running up and down his spine. He'd heard about things like this. Nobody knew an awful lot about Venus yet. It was a young, tough, be-damned-to-you planet, and it was apt to give the snoopy scientific guys a good swift boot in their store teeth.


But even a young planet has a long past, and stories get around. Legends, songs, folk tale. It was pretty well accepted that a lot of Venus that was under water now hadn't been once, and vice versa. The old girl had her little whimsies while doing the preliminary mock-up of her permanent face.


So once upon a time this road had crossed a plain under a hot pearl-grey sky, going somewhere. Taking caravans from the seacoast, probably. Bales of spices and spider-silk and casks of vakhi from the Nahali canebrakes, and silver-haired slavegirls from the high lands of the Cloud People, going along under sultry green liha-trees to be sold.


Now it crossed a plain of glowing sand under still black water. The only trees that shadowed it were tall weeds with brilliant, hungry flowers, and the only creatures that followed it were little fish with jeweled eyes. But it was still there, still ready, still going somewhere.


It was headed the same way Lundy was. It must have made a bend somewhere and turned to meet him. Lundy licked cold sweat off his lips and stepped out on it.


He stepped slow and careful, like a man coming alone down the aisle of an empty church.


He walked on the road for a long time. The weeds crowded in thicker along its edges. It seemed to run right through a dense forest of them that spread away as far as Lundy could see on either side. He was glad of the road. It was wide, and if he stayed in the middle of it the flowers couldn't reach him.


It got darker outside, because of the weeds covering the sand. Whatever made the phosphorescence didn't like being crowded that way, and pretty soon it was so dark that Lundy had to switch on the light in the top of his helmet. In the edges of the beam he could see the weed fronds moving lazily with the slow breathing of the sea.


The flowers were brighter here. They hung like lamps in the black water, burning with a light that seemed to come out of themselves. Sullen reds and angry yellows, and coldly vicious blues.


Lundy didn't like them.


The weeds grew in thicker and closer. They bulged out their roots, in over the stone edges. The flowers opened their bright hungry mouths and yearned at Lundy, reaching.


Reaching. Not quite touching. Not yet.


He was tired. The brandy and the Benzedrine began to die in him. He changed his oxygen cylinder. That helped, but not much. He took more dope, but he was afraid to go heavy on it lest he drive his heart too hard. His legs turned numb.


He hadn't slept for a long time. Tracking Farrell hadn't been any breeze, and taking himâ��and Itâ��had been plain and fancy hell. Lundy was only human. He was tired. Bushed. Cooked. Beat to the socks.


He sat down and rested a while, turning off his light to save the battery. The flowers watched him, glowing in the dark. He closed his eyes, but he could still feel them, watching and waiting.


After a minute or two he got up and went on.


The weeds grew thicker, and taller, and heavier with flowers.


More Benzedrine, and damn the heart. The helmet light cut a cold white tunnel through the blackness. He followed it, walking faster. Weed fronds met and interlaced high above him, closing him in. Flowers bent inward, downward. Their petals almost brushed him. Fleshy petals, hungry and alive.


He started to run, over the wheel-ruts and the worn hollows of the road that still went somewhere, under the black sea.


Lundy ran clumsily for a long time between the dark and pressing walls. The flowers got closer. They got close enough to catch his vac-suit, like hands grasping and slipping and grasping again. He began using the blaster.


He burned off a lot of them that way. They didn't like it. They began swaying in from their roots and down from the laced ceiling over his head. They hurt. They were angry. Lundy ran, sobbing without tears.


The road did him in. It crossed him up, suddenly, without warning. It ran along smoothly under the tunnel of weeds, and then it was a broken, jumbled mass of huge stone blocks, tipped up and thrown around like something a giant's kid got tired of playing with.


And the weeds had found places to stand in between them.


Lundy tripped and fell, cracking his head against the back of his helmet. For a moment all he could see was bright light flashing. Then that stopped, and he realized he must have jarred a connection loose somewhere because his own light was out.


He began to crawl over a great tilted block. The flowers burned bright in the darkness. Bright and close. Very close. Lundy opened his mouth. Nothing came out but a hoarse animal whimper. He was still holding a blaster. He fired it off a couple of times, and then he was on top of the block, lying flat on his belly.


He knew it was the end of the line, because he couldn't move any more.


The bright flowers came down through the dark. Lundy lay watching them. His face was quite blank. His dark eyes held a stubborn hatred, but nothing else.


He watched the flowers fasten on his vac-suit and start working. Then, from up ahead, through the dark close tunnel of the weeds, he saw the light.


It flared out suddenly, like lightning. A sheet of hot, bright gold cracking out like a whipped banner, lighting the end of the road.


Lighting the city, and the little procession coming out of it.


Lundy didn't believe any of it. He was half dead already, with his mind floating free of his body and beginning to be wrapped up in dark clouds. He watched what he saw incuriously.


The golden light died down, and then flared out twice more, rhythmically. The road ran smooth again beyond the end of the tunnel, straight across a narrow plain. Beyond that, the city rose.


Lundy couldn't see much of it, because of the weeds. But it seemed to be a big city. There was a wall around it, of green marble veined with dusky rose, the edges worn round by centuries of water. There were broad gates of pure untarnished gold, standing open on golden pintles. Beyond them was a vast square paved in cloud-grey quartz, and the buildings rose around it like the castles Lundy remembered from Earth and his childhood, when there were clouds of a certain kind at sunset.


That's what the whole place looked like, under the flaring golden light. Cloud-cuckoo land at sunset. Remote, dreaming in beauty, with the black water drawn across it like a veilâ��something never destroyed because it never existed.


The creatures who came from between the golden gates and down the road were like tiny wisps of those clouds, torn free by some cold wandering breeze and driven away from the light.


They came drifting toward Lundy. They didn't seem to be moving fast, but they must have been because quite suddenly they were among the weeds. There were a lot of them; maybe forty or fifty. They seemed to be between three and four feet tall, and they were all the same sad, blue-grey, twilight color.


Lundy couldn't see what they were. They were vaguely man-shaped, and vaguely finny, and something that was more than vaguely something else, only he couldn't place it.


He was suddenly beyond caring. The dull black curtain around his mind got a hole in it, and fear came shrieking through it. He could feel the working and pulling of his vac-suit where the flowers were chewing on it as though it were his own skin.


He could feel sweat running cold on his body. In a minute that would be sea water running, and then . . .


Lundy began to fight. His lips peeled back off his teeth, but he didn't make any noise except his heavy breathing. He fought the flowers, partly with the blaster, partly with brute strength. No science, no thought. Just the last blind struggle of an animal that didn't want to die.


The flowers held him. They smothered him, crushed him down, wrapped him in lovely burning petals of destruction. He seared a lot of them, but there were always more. Lundy didn't fight long.


He lay on his back, knees drawn up a little toward a rigid, knotted belly, blind with sweat, his heart kicking him like a logger's boot. Cold, tenseâ��waiting.


And then the flowers went away.


They didn't want to. They let go reluctantly, drawing back and snarling like cats robbed of a fat mouse, making small hungry feints at him. But they went.


Lundy came nearer fanning off for keeps then than he ever had. Reaction wrung him out like a wet bar-rag. His heart quit beating; his body jerked like something on a string.


Then, through a mist that might have been sweat, or tears, on the edge of the Hereafter, he saw the little blue-grey people looking down at him.


They hovered in a cloud above him, holding place with membranes as fluttering and delicate as bird-calls on a windy day. The membranes ran between arm-and leg-members, both of which had thin flat swimming-webs. There were suckers on the legs, about where the heels would have been if they'd had feet.


Their bodies were slender and supple, and definitely feminine without having any of the usual human characteristics. They were beautiful. They weren't like anything Lundy had even seen before, or even dreamed about, but they were beautiful.


They had faces. Queer little pixie things without noses. Their noses were round and tiny and rather sweet, but their eyes were their dominant feature.


Huge round golden eyes with pupils of deep brown. Soft eyes, gentle, inquiring, it made Lundy feel like crying, and so scared it made him mad.


The flowers kept weaving around hopefully. When one got too close to Lundy, one of the little people would slap it gently, the way you would a pet dog, and shoo it away.


"Do you live?"


III


Lundy wasn't surprised by the telepathic voice. Thought-communication was commoner than speech and a lot simpler in many places on the inhabited worlds. Special gave its men a thorough training in it.


"I live, thanks to you."


There was something in the quality of the brain he touched that puzzled him. It was like nothing he'd ever met before.


He got to his feet, not very steadily. "You came just in time. How did you know I was here?"


"Your fear-thoughts carried to us. We know what it is to be afraid. So we came."


"There's nothing I can say but 'Thank you!'"


"But of course we helped! Why not? You needn't thank us."


Lundy looked at the flowers burning sullenly in the gloom. "How is it you can boss them around? Why don't they . . ."


"But they're not cannibals! Not likeâ��The Others." There was pure cold dread in that last thought.


"Cannibals." Lundy looked up at the cloud of dainty blue-grey woman-things. His skin got cold and a size too small for him.


Their soft golden eyes smiled down at him. "We're different from you, yes. Just as we're different from the fish. What is your thought? Bright things growingâ��weedâ��yes, they're kin to us."


Kin, thought Lundy. Yeah. About like we are to the animals. Plants. Living plants were no novelty on Venus. Why not plants with thinking minds? Plants that carried their roots along with them, and watched you with sad soft eyes.


"Let's get out of here," said Lundy.


They went down along the dark tunnel and out onto the road, and the flowers yearned like hungry dogs after Lundy but didn't touch him. He started out across the narrow plain, with the plant-women drifting cloudlike around him.


Seaweed. Little bits of kelp that could talk to you. It made Lundy feel queer.


The city made him feel queer, too. It was dark when he first saw it from the plain, with only the moonlight glow of the sand to touch it. It was a big city, stretching away behind its barrier wall. Big and silent and very old, waiting there at the end of its road.


It was curiously more real in the dim light. Lundy lost trace of the water for a moment. It was like walking toward a sleeping city in the moonlight, feeling the secretive, faintly hostile strength of it laired and leashed, until dawn . . . .


Only there would never be a dawn for this city. Never, any more.


Lundy wanted suddenly to run away.


"Don't be afraid. We live there. It's safe."


Lundy shook his head irritably. Quite suddenly the brilliant light flared out again, three regular flashes. It seemed to come from somewhere to the right, out of a range of undersea mountains. Lundy felt a faint trembling of the sand. A volcanic fissure, probably, opened when the sand sank.


The golden light changed the city again. Cloud-cuckoo land at sunsetâ��a place where you could set your boots down on a dream.


When he went in through the gates he was awed, but not afraid. And then, while he stood in the square looking up at the great dim buildings, the thought came drifting down to him out of the cloud of little woman-things.


"It was safe. It was happyâ��before She came."


After a long moment Lundy said, "She?"


"We haven't seen her. But our mates have. She came a little while ago and walked through the streets, and all our mates left us to follow her. They say she's beautiful beyond any of us, and . . ."


"And her eyes are hidden, and they have to see them. They have to look into her eyes or go crazy, so they follow her."


The sad little blue-grey cloud stirred in the dark water. Golden eyes looked down at him.


"How did you know? Do you follow her, too?"


Lundy took a deep, slow breath. The palms of his hands were wet. "Yes. Yes, I followed her, too."


"We feel your thought . . . ." They came down close around him. Their delicate membranes fluttered like fairy wings. Their golden eyes were huge and soft and pleading.


"Can you help us? Can you bring our mates back safe? They've forgotten everything. If The Others should come . . ."


"The Others?"


Lundy's brain was drowned in stark and terrible fear. Pictures came through it. Vague gigantic dreams of nightmare . . .


"They come, riding the currents that go between the hot cracks in the mountains and the cold deeps. They eat. They destroy." The little woman-things were shaken suddenly like leaves in a gust of wind.


"We hide from them in the buildings. We can keep them out, away from our seed and the little new ones. But our mates have forgotten. If The Others come while they follow Her, outside and away from safety, they'll all be killed. We'll be left alone, and there'll be no more seed for us, and no more little new ones."


They pressed in close around him, touching him with their small blue-grey forefins.


"Can you help us? Oh, can you help us?"


Lundy closed his eyes. His mouth twitched and set. When he opened his eyes again they were hard as agates.


"I'll help you," he said, "or die trying."


It was dark in the great square, with only the pale sand-glow seeping through the gates. For a moment the little blue-grey woman-creatures clung around him, not moving, except as the whole mass of them swayed slightly with the slow rhythm of the sea.


Then they burst away from him, outward, in a wild surge of hopeâ��and Lundy stood with his mouth open, staring.


They weren't blue-grey any longer. They glowed suddenly, their wings and their dainty, supple bodies, a warm soft green that had a vibrant pulse of life behind it. And they blossomed.


The long, slender, living petals must have been retracted, like the fronds of a touch-me-not, while they wore the sad blue-grey. Now they broke out like coronals of flame around their small heads.


Blue and scarlet and gold, poppy-red and violet and flame, silver-white and warm pink like a morning cloud, streaming in the black water. Streaming from small green bodies that rolled and rumbled high up against the dark, dreaming buildings like the butterflies that had danced there before the sunlight was lost forever.


Quite suddenly, then, they stopped. They drifted motionless in the water, and their colors dimmed. Lundy said, "Where are they?"


"Deep in the city, beyond our buildings hereâ��in the streets where only the curious young ones ever go. Oh, bring them back! Please bring them back!"


He left them hovering in the great dark square and went on into the city.


He walked down broad paved streets channeled with wheel-ruts and hollowed by generations of sandaled feet. The great water-worn buildings lifted up on either side, lighted by the erratic glare of the distant fissure.


The window-openings, typical of most Venusian architecture, were covered by grilles of marble and semi-precious stone, intricately hand-pierced like bits of jewelry. The great golden doors stood open on their uncorroded hinges. Through them Lundy could watch the life of the little plant-people being lived.


In some of the buildings the lower floor had been covered with sand. Plant-women hovered protectively over them, brushing the sand smooth where the water disturbed it. Lundy guessed that these were seed beds.


In other places there were whole colonies of tiny flower-things still rooted in the sand; a pale spring haze of green in the dimness. They sat in placid rows, nodding their pastel baby coronals and playing solemnly with bits of bright weed and colored stones. Here, too, the plant-women watched and guarded lovingly.


Several times Lundy saw groups of young plantlings, grown free of the sand, being taught to swim by the woman-creatures, tumbling in the black water like bright petals on a spring wind.


All the women were the same sad blue-grey, with their blossoms hidden.


They'd stay that way, unless he, Lundy, could finish the job Special had sent him to do. The job he hadn't been quite big enough to handle up to now.


Farrell, with the flesh flayed off his bones, and not feeling it because She was all he could think of. Jackie Smith, drowned in a flooded lock because She wanted to be free and he had helped her.


Was this Lundy guy so much bigger than Farrell and Smith, and all the other men who had gone crazy over Her? Big enough to catch The Vampire Lure in a net and keep it there, and not go nuts himself?


Lundy didn't feel that big. Not anywhere near that big.


He was remembering things. The first time he'd had It in a net. The last few minutes before the wreck, when he'd heard Her crying for freedom from inside the safe. Jackie Smith's face when he walked in with the water from the flooded lock, and his, Lundy's, own questionâ��Oh Lord, what did he see before he drowned?


The tight cold knot was back in Lundy's belly again, and this time it had spurs on.


He left the colony behind him, walking down empty streets lit by the rhythmic flaring of the volcanic fissure. There was damage here. Pavements cracked and twisted with the settling, towers shaken down, the carved stone jalousies split out of the windows. Whole walls had fallen in, in some places, and most of the golden doors were wrecked, jammed wide open or gone entirely.


A dead city. So dead and silent that you couldn't breathe with it, and so old it made you crawl inside.


A swell place to go mad in, following a dream.


After a long time Lundy saw themâ��the mates of the little seaweed women. A long, long trail of them like a flight of homing birds, winding between the dark and broken towers.


They looked like their women. A little bigger, a little coarser, with strong tough dark-green bodies and brilliant coronals. Their golden eyes were fixed on something Lundy couldn't see, and they looked like the eyes of Lucifer yearning at the gates of Heaven.


Lundy began to run against the water, cutting across a wide plaza to get under the head of the procession. He unhooked the net from his belt with hands that felt like a couple of dead fish.


Then he staggered suddenly, lost his footing, and went sprawling. It was as though somebody had pushed him with a strong hand. When he tried to get up it pushed him again, hard. The golden glare from the fissure was steadier now, and very bright.


The trail of little man-things bent suddenly in a long whipping bow, and Lundy knew what was the matter.


There was a current rising in the city. Rising like the hot white winds that used to howl in from the sea, carrying the rains.


"They ride the currents that go between the hot cracks in the mountains and the cold deeps. They eat. They destroy."


The Others. The Others, who were cannibals . . .


She led the bright trail of plant-men between the towers, and there was a current rising in the streets.


Lundy got up. He balanced himself against the thrust of the current and ran, following the procession. It was clumsy work, with the water and his leaded boots. He tried to gauge where Itâ��or Sheâ��was from the focus of the plant-men's eyes.


The hot light flared up brighter. The water pulled and shoved at him. He looked back once, but he couldn't see anything in the shadows between the towers. He was scared.


He shook the net out, and he was scared.


Funny that Itâ��or Sheâ��didn't see him. Funny It didn't sense his mind, even though he tried to keep it closed. But he wasn't a very big object down there in the shadows under the walls, and creating an illusion for that many minds would be a strain on anything, even creature from outer space.


He'd had the breaks once before, when he caught up with Farrell. He prayed to have them again.


He got them, for what good it did him. The current caught the procession and pulled it down close to Lundy. He watched their eyes. She was still leading them. She had a physical body even if you couldn't see it, and the current would pull it, no matter how tiny it was. He cast his net out, fast.


It bellied out in the black water and came swooping back to his pull, and there was something in it. Something tiny and cylindrical and vicious. Something alive.


He drew the net tight, shivering and sweating with nervous excitement. And the plant-men attacked.


They swooped on him in a brilliant cloud. Their golden eyes burned. There was no sense in them. Their minds shrieked and clamored at him, a formless howl of rageâ��and fear, for Her.


They beat at him with their little green fins. Their coronals blazed, hot angry splashes of colored flame against the dark water. They wrenched at the net, tore at it, beating their membranes like wings against the rising current.


Lundy was a solid, muscular little guy. He snarled and fought for the net like a wolf over a yearling lamb. He lost it anyway. He fell on his face under a small mountain of churning man-things and lay gasping for the breath they knocked out of him, thankful for the vac-suit that saved him from being crushed flat.


He watched them take the net. They clustered around it in a globe like a swarm of bees, rolling around in the moving water. Their golden eyes had a terrible stricken look.


They couldn't open the net. Lundy had drawn it tight and fastened it, and they didn't have fingers. They stroked and pawed it with their fins, but they couldn't let Her out.


Lundy got up on his hands and knees. The current quickened. It roared down between the broken towers like a black wind and took the swarm of man-things with it, still clutching the net.


And then The Others came.


IV


Lundy saw them a long way off. For a moment he didn't believe it. He thought they must be shadows cast by the fitful glare of the fissure. He braced himself against a building and stood watching.


Stood watching, and then seeing as the rushing current brought them closer. He didn't move, except to lift his jaw a little trying to breathe. He simply stood, cold as a dead man's feet and just as numb.


They looked something like the giant rays he'd seen back on Earth, only they were plants. Great sleek bulbs of kelp with their leaves spread like wings to the current. Their long teardrop bodies ended in a flange like a fishtail that served as a rudder and they had tentacles for arms.


They were colored a deep red-brown like dried blood. The golden flare of the fissure made their cold eyes gleam. It showed their round mouth-holes full of sharp hairspines, and the stinging deadly cups on the undersides of their huge tentacles.


Those arms were long enough and tough enough to pierce even the fabric of a vac-suit. Lundy didn't know whether they ate flesh or not, but it didn't matter. He wouldn't care, after he'd been slapped with one of those tentacles.


The net with Her in it was getting away from him, and The Others were coming down on top of him. Even if he'd wanted to quit his job right then there wasn't any place to hide in these ruined, doorless buildings.


Lundy shot his suit full of precious oxygen and added himself to the creatures riding that black current to hell.


It swept him like a bubble between the dead towers, but not fast enough. He wasn't very far ahead of the kelp-things. He tried to swim, to make himself go faster, but it was like racing an oared dinghy against a fleet of sixteen-meter sloops with everything set.


He could see the cluster of plant-men ahead of him. They hadn't changed position. They rolled and tumbled in the water, using a lot of the forward push to go around with, so that Lundy was able to overhaul them.


But not fast enough. Not nearly fast enough.


The hell of it was he couldn't see anything to do if he got there. The net was way inside the globe. They weren't going to let him take it away. And if he did, what would it get anybody? They'd still follow Her, without sense enough to run away from the kelp-beasts.


Unless . . .


It hit Lundy all of a sudden. A hope, a solution. Hit him neatly as the leading kelp-thing climbed up on his heels and brought its leaf-wings in around him, hard.


Lundy let go an animal howl of fear and kicked wildly, shooting more air into his suit. He went up fast, and the wings grazed his boots but didn't quite catch him. Lundy rolled over and fed the thing a full charge out of his blaster, right through the eye.


It began to thrash and flounder like a shot bird. The ones coming right behind it got tangled up with it and then stopped to eat. Pretty soon there were a lot of them tumbling around it and fighting like a flock of gulls over a fish. Lundy swam furiously, cursing the clumsy suit.


There were a lot of the things that hadn't stopped, and the ones that had wouldn't stay long. Lundy kicked and strained and sweated. He was scared. He had the wind up so hard it was blowing his guts out, and it was like swimming in a nightmare, where you're tied.


The current seemed to move faster up where he was now. He gathered his thoughts into a tight beam and threw them into the heart of the cluster of plant-men, at the creature in the net.


I can free you. I'm the only one that can.


A voice answered him, inside his mind. The voice he had heard once before, back in the cabin of the wrecked flier. A voice as sweet and small as Pan-pipes calling on the Hills of Fay.


I know. My thought crossed yours . . . The elfin voice broke suddenly, almost on a gasp of pain. Very faintly, Lundy heard:


Heavy! Heavy! I am slow . . . .


A longing for something beyond his experience stabbed Lundy like the cry of a frightened child. And then the globe of man-things burst apart as though a giant wind had struck them.


Lundy watched them wake up, out of their dream.


She had vanished, and now they didn't know why they were here or what they were doing. They had a heart-shaking memory of some beauty they couldn't touch, and that was all. They were lost, and frightened.


Then they saw The Others.


It was as though someone had hit them a stunning blow with his fist. They hung motionless, swept along by the current, staring back with dazed golden eyes. Their brilliant petals curled inward and vanished, and the green of their bodies dulled almost to black.


The kelp-beasts spread their wings wide and rushed toward them like great dark birds. And up ahead, under the sullen golden glare, Lundy saw the distant buildings of the colony. Some of the doors were still open, with knots of tiny figures waiting beside them.


Lundy was still a little ahead of the kelp-things. He grabbed up the floating net and hooked it to his belt, and then steered himself clumsily toward a broken tower jutting up to his right.


He hurled a wild telepathic shout at the plant-men, trying to make them turn and run, telling them that he'd hold off The Others. They were too scared to hear him. He cursed them, almost crying. On the third try he got through and they came to life in a hurry, rushing away with all the speed they had.


By that time Lundy was braced on his pinnacle of stone, and the kelp-beasts were right on top of him.


He got busy with both blasters. He burned down a lot of the things. Pretty soon the water all around him was full of thrashing bodies where the living had stopped to fight over the dead. But he couldn't get them all, and a few got by him.


Almost without turning his head he could see the huge red bird-shapes overhauling stragglers, wrapping them in broad wings, and then lying quiet in the rush of the current, feeding.


They kept the doors, open, those little woman-things. They waited until the last of their mates came home, and then slammed the golden panels on the blunt noses of the kelp-things. Not many of the little men were lost. Only a few small wives would hide their petals and wear their sad blue-grey. Lundy felt good about that.


It was nice he felt good about something, because Old Mr. Grim was climbing right up on Lundy's shoulders, showing his teeth. The kelp-beasts had finally found out who was hurting them. Also, now, Lundy was the only food in sight.


They were ganging up for a rush, wheeling and sideslipping in the spate of black water. Lundy got two more, and then one blaster charge fizzled out, and right after it the other one became dull.


Lundy stood alone on his broken tower and watched death sweep in around him. And the sweet elfin voice spoke out of the net:


Let me free. Let me free!


Lundy set his jaw tight and did the only thing he could think of. He deflated his vac-suit and jumped, plunging down into the black depths of the ruined building.


The kelp-things folded their leaves back like the wings of a diving bird and came down after him, using their tails for power.


Fitful flares of light came through broken walls and window openings. Lundy went down a long way. He didn't have to bother about stairs. The quakes had knocked most of the floors out.


The kelp-things followed him. Their long sinuous bodies were maneuverable as a shark's, and they were fast.


And all the time the little voice cried in his mind, asking for freedom.


Lundy hit bottom.


The walls were fairly solid down here, and it was dark, and the place was choked with rubble. Things got a little confused. Lundy's helmet light was shot, and he wouldn't have used it anyway because it would have guided the hunters.


He felt them, swirling and darting around him. He ran, to no place in particular. The broken stones tripped him. Three times great sinewy bodies brushed him, knocking him spinning, but they couldn't quite find him in the darkness, chiefly because they got in each other's way.


Lundy fell through suddenly into a great hall, lying beside whatever room he had been in and a little below it. It was hardly damaged. Golden doors stood open to the water, and there was plenty of light.


Plenty of light for Lundy to see some more of the kelp-beasts poking hopeful faces in, and plenty of light for them to see Lundy.


The elfin voice called, Let me out! Let me out!


Lundy didn't have breath enough left to curse. He turned and ran, and the kelp-beasts gave a lazy flirt of their tails and caught up with him in the first thirty feet. They almost laughed in his face.


The only thing that saved Lundy was that when they opened their leaf-wings to take him they interfered with each other. It slowed them, just for a moment. Just long enough for Lundy to see the door.


A little door of black stone with no carving on it, standing half-open on a golden pivot, about ten feet away.


Lundy made for it. He dodged out from under one huge swooping wing, made a wild leap that almost tore him apart, and grabbed the edge of the door with his hands, doubling up and pulling.


A tentacle tip struck his feet. His lead boots hit the floor, and for a minute he thought his legs were broken. But the surge of water the blow made helped to carry him in through the narrow opening.


Half a dozen blunt red-brown heads tried to come through after him, and were stopped. Lundy was down on his hands and knees. He was trying to breathe, but somebody had put a heavy building on his chest. Also, it was getting hard to see anything.


He crawled over and put his shoulder against the door and pushed. It wouldn't budge. The building had settled and jammed the pivot for keeps. Even the butting kelp-things couldn't jar it.


But they kept on trying. Lundy crawled away. After a while some of the weight went off his chest and he could see better.


A shaft of fitful golden light shot in through a crack about ten feet above him. A small crack, not even big enough to let a baby in and out. It was the only opening other than the door.


The room was small, too. The stone walls were dead black, without ornament or carving, except on the rear wall.


There was a square block of jet there, about eight feet long by four wide, hollowed in a peculiar and unpleasantly suggestive fashion. Above it there was a single huge ruby set in the stone, burning red like a foretaste of hell fire.


Lundy had seen similar small chambers in old cities still on dry land. They were where men had gone to die for crimes against society and the gods.


Lundy looked at the hungry monsters pushing at the immovable door and laughed. There was no particular humor in it. He fired his last shot, and sat down.


The brutes might go away sometime, maybe. But unless they went within a very few minutes, it wasn't going to matter. Lundy's oxygen was getting low, and it was still a long way to the coast.


The voice from the net cried out, Let me free!


"The hell with you," said Lundy. He was tired. He was so tired he didn't care much whether he lived or died.


He made sure the net was fast to his belt, and tightly closed.


"If I live, you go back to Vhia with me. If I dieâ��well, you won't be able to hurt anybody again. There'll be one less devil loose on Venus."


Free! Free! Free! I must be free! This heavy weight . . . .


"Sure. Free to lead guys like Farrell into going crazy, and leaving their wives and kids. Free to kill . . . ." He looked with sultry eyes at the net. "Jackie Smith was my pal. You think I'd let you go? You think anything you could do would make me let you go?"


Then he saw her.


Right through the net, as though the metal mesh was cellophane. She crouched there in his lap, a tiny thing less than two feet high, doubled over her knees. The curve of her back was something an angel had carved out of a whisp of warm, pearl-pink cloud.


V


Lundy broke into a trembling sweat. He shut his eyes. It didn't matter. He saw her. He couldn't help seeing her. He tried to fight his mind, but he was tired . . . .


Her hair hid most of her. It had black night in it, and moonbeams, and glints of fire like a humming-bird's breast. Hair you dream about. Hair you could smother yourself in, and die happy.


She raised her head slowly, letting the veil of warm darkness fall away from her. Her eyes were shadowed, hidden under thick lashes. She raised her hands to Lundy, like a child praying.


But she wasn't a child. She was a woman, naked as a pearl, and so lovely that Lundy sobbed with it, in shivering ecstasy.


"No," he said hoarsely. "No. No!"


She held her arms up to be free, and didn't move.


Lundy tore the net loose from his belt and flung it on the altar block. He got up and went lurching to the door, but the kelp-things were still there, still hungry. He sat down again, in a corner as far away from both places as he could get, and took some Benzedrine.


It was the wrong thing to do. He'd about reached his limit. It made him lightheaded. He couldn't fight her, couldn't shut her out. She knelt on the altar with her hands stretched out to him, and a shaft of golden light falling on her like something in a church.


"Open your eyes!" he said. "Open your eyes and look at me."


Let me free. Let me free!


Freedom Lundy didn't know anything about. The freedom of outer space, with the whole Milky Way to play in and nothing to hold you back. And with the longing, fear. A blind, stricken terror . . . .


"No!" Lundy said.


Things got dark for Lundy. Presently he found himself at the altar block, fumbling at the net.


He wrenched away and went stumbling back to his corner. He was twitching all over like a frightened dog.


"Why do you want to do it? Why do you have to torture meâ��drive them crazy for something they can't haveâ��kill them?"


Torture? Crazy? Kill? I don't understand. They worship me. It is pleasant to be worshiped.


"Pleasant?" Lundy was yelling aloud, and didn't know it. "Pleasant, damn you! So you kill a good guy like Farrell, and drown Jackie Smith . . . ."


Kill? Waitâ��give me the thought again . . . .


Something inside Lundy turned cold and still, holding its breath. He sent the thought again. Death. Cessation. Silence, and the dark.


The tiny glowing figure on the black stone bent over its knees again, and it was sadder than a seabird's cry at sunset.


So will I be soon. So will all of us. Why did this planet take us out of space? The weight, the pressure breaks and crushes us, and we can't get free. In space there was no death, but now we die . . . .


Lundy stood quite still. The blood beat like drums in his temples.


"You mean that all you creatures out of space are dying? That theâ��the madness will stop of itself?"


Soon. Very soon. There was no death in space! There was no pain! We didn't know about them. Everything here was new, to be tasted and played with. We didn't know . . . .


"Hell!" said Lundy, and looked at the creatures beating at the crack of the stone door. He sat down.


You, too, will die.


Lundy raised his head slowly. His eyes had a terrible brightness.


"You like to be worshiped," he whispered. "Would you like to be worshiped after you die? Would you like to be remembered always as something good and beautifulâ��a goddess?"


That would be better than to be forgotten.


"Will you do what I ask of you, then? You can save my life, if you will. You can save the lives of a lot of those little flower-people. I'll see to it that everyone knows your true story. Now you're hated and feared, but after that you'll be loved."


Will you let me free of this net?


"If you promise to do what I ask?"


I would rather die at least free of this net. The tiny figure trembled and shook back the veil of dark hair. Hurry. Tell me . . . .


"Lead these creatures away from the door. Lead all of them in the city away, to the fire in the mountain where they'll be destroyed."


They will worship me. It is better than dying in a net. I promise.


Lundy got up and went to the altar. His feet were not steady. His hands were not steady, either, untying the net. Sweat ran in his eyes. She didn't have to keep her promise. She didn't have to . . . .


The net fell away. She stood up on her tiny pink feet.


Slowly, like a swirl of mist straightening in a little breeze. She threw her head back and smiled. Her mouth was red and sulky, her teeth whiter than new snow. Her lowered lids had faint blue shadows traced on them.


She began to grow, in the golden shaft of light, like a pillar of cloud rising toward the sun. Lundy's heart stood still. The clear gleam of her skin, the line of her throat and her young breasts, the supple turn of her flank and thigh . . . .


You worship me too.


Lundy stepped back, two lurching steps. "I worship you," he whispered. "Let me see your eyes."


She smiled and turned her head away. She stepped off the altar block, floating past him through the black water. A dream-thing, without weight or substance, and more desirable than all the women Lundy had seen in his life or his dreams. He followed her, staggering. He tried to catch her. "Open your eyes! Please open your eyes!"


She floated on, through the crack of the stone door. The kelp-things didn't see her. All they saw was Lundy coming toward them.


"Open your eyes!"


She turned, then, just before Lundy had stepped out to death in the hall beyond. He stopped, and watched her raise her shadowed lids.


He screamed, just once, and fell forward onto the black floor.


He never knew how long he lay there. It couldn't have been long in time, because he still had barely enough oxygen to make it to the coast when he came to. The kelp-beasts were gone.


But the time to Lundy was an eternityâ��an eternity he came out of with whitened hair and bitter lines around his mouth, and a sadness that never left his eyes.


He'd only had his dream a little while. A few brief moments, already shadowed by death. His mind was drugged and tired, and didn't feel things as deeply and clearly as it might. That was all that saved him.


But he knew what Jackie Smith saw before he drowned. He knew why men had died or gone mad forever, when they looked into the eyes of their dream, and by looking, destroyed it.


Because, behind those shadowed, perfect lids, there wasâ��Nothing.
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Mouse stirred the stew in the small iron pot. There wasn't much of it. She sniffed and said:


"You could have stolen a bigger joint. We'll go hungry before the next town."


"Uh huh," Ciaran grunted lazily.


Anger began to curl in Mouse's eyes.


"I suppose it's all right with you if we run out of food," she said sullenly.


Ciaran leaned back comfortably against a moss-grown boulder and watched her with lazy gray eyes. He liked watching Mouse. She was a head shorter than he, which made her very short indeed, and as thin as a young girl. Her hair was black and wild, as though only wind ever combed it. Her eyes were black, too, and very bright. There was a small red thief's brand between them. She wore a ragged crimson tunic, and her bare arms and legs were as brown as his own.


Ciaran grinned. His lip was scarred, and there was a tooth missing behind it. He said, "It's just as well. I don't want you getting fat and lazy."


Mouse, who was sensitive about her thinness, said something pungent and threw the wooden plate at him. Ciaran drew his shaggy head aside enough to let it by and then relaxed, stroking the harp on his bare brown knees. It began to purr softly.


Ciaran felt good. The heat of the sunballs that floated always, lazy in a reddish sky, made him pleasantly sleepy. And after the clamor and crush of the market squares in the border towns, the huge high silence of the place was wonderful.


He and Mouse were camped on a tongue of land that licked out from the Phrygian hills down into the coastal plains of Atlantea. A short cut, but only gypsies like themselves ever took it. To Ciaran's left, far below, the sea spread sullen and burning, cloaked in a reddish fog.


To his right, also far below, were the Forbidden Plains. Flat, desolate, and barren, reaching away and away to the up-curving rim of the world, where Ciaran's sharp eyes could just make out a glint of gold; a mammoth peak reaching for the sky.


Mouse said suddenly, "Is that it, Kiri? Ben Beatha, the Mountain of Life?"


Ciaran struck a shivering chord from the harp. "That's it."


"Let's eat," said Mouse.


"Scared?"


"Maybe you want me to go back! Maybe you think a branded thief isn't good enough for you! Well I can't help where I was born or what my parents wereâ��and you'd have a brand on your ugly face too, if you hadn't just been lucky!"


She threw the ladle.


This time her aim was better and Ciaran didn't duck quite in time. It clipped his ear. He sprang up, looking murderous, and started to heave it back at her. And then, suddenly, Mouse was crying, stamping up and down and blinking tears out of her eyes.


"All right, I'm scared! I've never been out of a city before, and besides . . ." She looked out over the silent plain, to the distant glint of Ben Beatha. "Besides," she whispered, "I keep thinking of the stories they used to tellâ��about Bas the Immortal, and his androids, and the gray beasts that served them. And about the Stone of Destiny."


Ciaran made a contemptuous mouth. "Legends. Old wives' tales. Songs to give babies a pleasant shiver." A small glint of avarice came into his gray eyes. "But the Stone of Destinyâ��it's a nice story, that one. A jewel of such power that owning it gives a man rule over the whole world . . ."


He squinted out across the barren plain. "Someday," he said softly, "maybe I'll see if that one's true."


"Oh, Kiri." Mouse came and caught his wrists in her small strong hands. "You wouldn't. It's forbiddenâ��and no one that's gone into the Forbidden Plains has ever come back."


"There's always a first time." He grinned. "But I'm not going now, Mousie. I'm too hungry."


She picked up the plate silently and ladled stew into it and set it down. Ciaran laid his harp down and stretchedâ��a tough, wiry little man with legs slightly bandy and a good-natured hard face. He wore a yellow tunic even more ragged than Mouse's.


They sat down. Ciaran ate noisily with his fingers. Mouse fished out a hunk of meat and nibbled it moodily. A breeze came up, pushing the sunballs around a little and bringing tatters of red fog in off the sea. After a while Mouse said:


"Did you hear any of the talk in the market squares, Kiri?"


He shrugged. "They gabble. I don't waste my time with it."


"All along the border countries they were saying the same thing. People who live or work along the edge of the Forbidden Plains have disappeared. Whole towns of them, sometimes."


"One man falls into a beast-pit," said Ciaran impatiently, "and in two weeks of gossip the whole country has vanished. Forget it."


"But it's happened before, Kiri. A long time ago . . ."


"A long time ago some wild tribe living on the Plains came in and got tough, and that's that!" Ciaran wiped his hands on the grass and said angrily, "If you're going to nag all the time about being scared . . ."


He caught the plate out of her hands just in time. She was breathing hard, glaring at him. She looked like her name, and cute as hell. Ciaran laughed.


"Come here, you."


She came, sulkily. He pulled her down beside him and kissed her and took the harp on his knees. Mouse put her head on his shoulder. Ciaran was suddenly very happy.


He began to draw music out of the harp. There was a lot of distance around him, and he tried to fill it up with music, a fine free spate of it out of the thrumming strings. Then he sang. He had a beautiful voice, clear and true as a new blade, but soft. It was a simple tune, about two people in love. Ciaran liked it.


After a while Mouse reached up and drew his head around, stroking the scar on his lip so he had to stop singing. She wasn't glaring any longer. Ciaran bent his head.


His eyes were closed. But he felt her body stiffen against him, and her lips broke away from his with a little gasping cry.


"Kiriâ��Kiri, look!"


He jerked his head back, angry and startled. Then the anger faded.


There was a different quality to the light. The warm, friendly, reddish sunlight that never dimmed or faded.


There was a shadow spreading out in the sky over Ben Beatha. It grew and widened, and the sunballs went out, one by one, and darkness came toward them over the Forbidden Plains.


They crouched, clinging together, not speaking, not breathing. An uneasy breeze sighed over them, moving out. Then, after a long time, the sunballs sparked and burned again, and the shadow was gone.


Ciaran dragged down an unsteady breath. He was sweating, but where his hands and Mouse's touched, locked together, they were cold as death.


"What was it, Kiri?"


"I don't know." He got up, slinging the harp across his back without thinking about it. He felt naked suddenly, up there on the high ridge. Stripped and unsafe. He pulled Mouse to her feet. Neither of them spoke again. Their eyes had a queer stunned look.


This time it was Ciaran that stopped, with the stewpot in his hands, looking at something behind Mouse. He dropped it and jumped in front of her, pulling the wicked knife he carried from his girdle. The last thing he heard was her wild scream.


But he had time enough to see. To see the creatures climbing up over the crest of the ridge beside them, fast and silent and grinning, to ring them in with wands tipped at the point with opals like tiny sunballs.


They were no taller than Mouse, but thick and muscular, built like men. Gray animal fur grew on them like the body-hair of a hairy man, lengthening into a coarse mane over the skull. Where the skin showed it was gray and wrinkled and tough.


Their faces were flat, with black animal nose-buttons. They had sharp teeth, gray with a bright, healthy grayness. Their eyes were blood-pink, without whites or visible pupils.


The eyes were the worst.


Ciaran yelled and slashed out with his knife. One of the gray brutes danced in on lithe, quick feet and touched him on the neck with its jeweled wand.


Fire exploded in Ciaran's head, and then there was darkness, pierced by Mouse's scream. As he slid down into it he thought:


"They're Kalds. The beasts of legend that served Bas the Immortal and his androids. Kalds, that guarded the Forbidden Plains from man!"


Ciaran came to, on his feet and walking. From the way he felt, he'd been walking a long time, but his memory was vague and confused. He had been relieved of his knife, but his harp was still with him.


Mouse walked beside him. Her black hair hung over her face and her eyes looked out from behind it, sullen and defiant.


The gray beasts walked in a rough circle around them, holding their wands ready. From the way they grinned, Ciaran had an idea they hoped they'd have an excuse for using them.


With a definitely uneasy shock, Ciaran realized that they were far out in the barren waste of the Forbidden Plains.


He got a little closer to Mouse. "Hello."


She looked at him. "You and your short cuts! So all that talk in the border towns was just gabble, huh?"


"So it's my fault! If that isn't just like a woman . . . ." Ciaran made an impatient gesture. "All right, all right! That doesn't matter now. What does matter is where are we going and why?"


"How should Iâ��Wait a minute. We're stopping."


The Kalds warned them with their wands to stand. One of the gray brutes seemed to be listening to something that Ciaran couldn't hear. Presently it gestured and the party started off again in a slightly different direction.


After a minute or two a gully appeared out of nowhere at their feet. From up on the ridge the Forbidden Plains had looked perfectly flat, but the gully was fairly wide and cut in clean like a sword gash, hidden by a slight roll of the land. They scrambled down the steep bank and went along the bottom.


Again with an uneasy qualm, Ciaran realized they were headed in the general direction of Ben Beatha.


The old legends had been gradually lost in the stream of time, except to people who cared for such things, or made a living from singing about them, like Ciaran. But in spite of that Ben Beatha was taboo.


The chief reason was physical. The Plains, still called Forbidden, ringed the mountain like a protective wall, and it was an indisputable fact whether you liked it or not that people who went out onto them didn't come back. Hunger, thirst, wild beasts, or devilsâ��they didn't come back. That discouraged a lot of traveling.


Besides, the only reason for attempting to reach Ben Beatha was the legend of the Stone of Destiny, and people had long ago lost faith in that. Nobody had seen it. Nobody had seen Bas the Immortal who was its god and guardian, nor the androids that were his servants, nor the Kalds that were slaves to both of them.


Long, long ago people were supposed to have seen them. In the beginning, according to the legends, Bas the Immortal had lived in a distant placeâ��a green world where there was only one huge sunball that rose and set regularly, where the sky was sometimes blue and sometimes black and silver, and where the horizon curved down. The manifest idiocy of all that still tickled people so they liked to hear songs about it.


Somewhere on that green world, somehow, Bas had acquired the flaming stone that gave him the power of life and death and destiny. There were a lot of conflicting and confused stories about trouble between Bas and the inhabitants of the funny world with the sky that changed like a woman's fancy. Eventually he was supposed to have gathered up a lot of these inhabitants through the power of the Stone and transported them somehow across a great distance to the world where they now lived.


Ciaran had found that children loved these yarns particularly. Their imaginations were still elastic enough not to see the ridiculous side. He always gave the Distance Cycle a lot of schmaltz.


So after Bas the Immortal and his Stone of Destiny had got all these people settled in a new world, Bas created his androids, Khafre and Steud, and brought the Kalds from somewhere out in that vague Distance; another world, perhaps. And there were wars and revolts and raiding parties, and bitter struggles between Bas and the androids and the humans for power, with Bas always winning because of the Stone. There was a bottomless well of material there for ballads. Ciaran used it frequently.


But the one legend that had always maintained its original shape under the battering of generations was the one about Ben Beatha, the Mountain of Life, being the dwelling place of Bas the Immortal and his androids and the Kalds. And somewhere under Ben Beatha was the Stone, whose possession could give a man life eternal and the powers of whatever god you chose to believe in.


Ciaran had toyed with that one in spite of his skepticism. Now it looked as though he was going to see for himself.


He looked at the Kalds, the creatures who didn't exist, and found his skepticism shaken. Shaken so hard he felt sick with it, like a man waking up to find a nightmare beside him in the flesh, booting his guts in.


If the Kalds were real, the androids were real. From the androids you went to Bas, and from Bas to the Stone of Destiny.


Ciaran began to sweat with sheer excitement.


Mouse jerked her head up suddenly. "Kiriâ��listen!"


From somewhere up ahead and to the right there began to come a rhythmic, swinging clank of metal. Underneath it Ciaran made out the shuffle of bare or sandaled feet.


The Kalds urged them on faster with the jewel-tipped wands. The hot opalescence of the tips struck Ciaran all at once. A jewel-fire that could shock a man to unconsciousness like the blow of a fist, just by touching.


The power of the Stone, perhaps. The Stone of Destiny, sleeping under Ben Beatha.


The shuffle and clank got louder. Quite suddenly they came to a place where the gully met another one almost at right angles, and stopped. The ears of the Kalds twitched nervously.


Mouse shrank in closer against Ciaran. She was looking off down the new cut. Ciaran looked, too.


There were Kalds coming toward them. About forty of them, with wands. Walking between their watchful lines were some ninety or a hundred humans, men and women, shackled together by chains run through loops in iron collars. They were so close together they had to lock-step, and any attempt at attacking their guards would have meant the whole column falling flat.


Mouse said, with vicious clarity, "One man falls into a beast-pit, and in three weeks of gossip a whole town is gone. Hah!"


Ciaran's scarred mouth got ugly. "Keep going, Mousie. Just keep it up." He scowled at the slave gang and added, "But what the hell is it all about? What do they want us for?"


"You'll find out," said Mouse. "You and your short cuts."


Ciaran raised his hand. Mouse ducked and started to swing on him. A couple of Kalds moved in and touched them apart, very delicately, with the wands. They didn't want knockouts this time. Just local numbness.


Ciaran was feeling murderous enough to start something anyway, but a second flick of the wand on the back of his neck took the starch out of him. By that time the slave party had come up and stopped.


Ciaran stumbled over into line and let the Kalds lock the collar around his neck. The man in front of him was huge, with a mane of red hair and cords of muscle on his back the size of Ciaran's arm. He hadn't a stitch on but a leather G-string. His freckled, red-haired skin was slippery with sweat. Ciaran, pressed up against him, shut his mouth tight and began to breathe very hard with his face turned as far away as he could get it.


They shackled Mouse right in back of him. She put her arms around his waist, tighter than she really had to. Ciaran squeezed her hands.
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The Kalds started the line moving again, using the wands like ox-goads. They shuffled off down the gully, going deeper and deeper into the Forbidden Plains.


Very softly, so that nobody but Ciaran could hear her, Mouse whispered, "These locks are nothing. I can pick them any time."


Ciaran squeezed her hand again. It occurred to him that Mouse was a handy girl to have around.


After a while she said, "Kiriâ��that shadow. We did see it?"


"We did." He shivered in spite of himself.


"What was it?"


"How should I know? And you better save your breath. Looks like a long walk ahead of us."


It was. They threaded their way through a growing maze of cracks in the plain, cracks that got deeper and deeper, so you had to look straight up to see the red sky and the little floating suns. Ciaran found himself watching furtively to make sure they were still shining. He wished Mousie hadn't reminded him of the shadow. He'd never been closer to cold, clawing panic than in those moments on the ridge.


The rest of the slave gang had obviously come a long way already. They were tired. But the Kalds goaded them on, and it wasn't until about a third of the line was being held up bodily by those in front or behind that a halt was called.


They came to a fairly wide place where three of the gullies came together. The Kalds formed the line into a circle, squeezed in on itself so they were practically sitting in each other's laps, and then stood by watchfully, lolling pink tongues over their bright gray teeth and letting the wands flash in the dimmed light.


Ciaran let his head and shoulders roll over onto Mousie. For some time he had felt her hands working around her own collar, covered by her hair and the harp slung across his back. She wore a rather remarkable metal pin that had other functions than holding her tunic on, and she knew how to use it.


Her collar was still in place, but he knew she could slide out of it now any time she wanted. She bent forward over him as though she was exhausted. Her black hair fell over his face and neck. Under it her small quick hands got busy.


The lock snapped quietly, and the huge red-haired man collapsed slowly on top of Ciaran. His voice whispered, but there was nothing weak about it.


He said, "Now me."


Ciaran squirmed and cursed. The vast weight crushed him to silence.


"I'm a hunter. I can hear a rabbit breathing in its warren. I heard the woman speak. Free me or I'll make trouble."


Ciaran sighed resignedly, and Mouse went to work.


Ciaran looked around the circle of exhausted humans. Charcoal burners, trappers, hoop-shaversâ��the lean, tough, hard-bitten riffraff of the border wilderness. Even the women were tough. Ciaran began to get ideas.


There was a man crushed up against them on the other sideâ��the man who had hitherto been at the head of the column. He was tall and stringy like a hungry cat, and just as mean looking, hunched over his knees with his face buried in his forearms and a shag of iron-gray hair falling over his shoulders.


Ciaran nudged him. "Youâ��don't make any sign. Game to take a chance?"


The shaggy head turned slightly, just enough to unveil an eye. Ciaran wished suddenly he'd kept his mouth shut. The eye was pale, almost white, with a queer unhuman look as though it saw only gods or devils, and nothing in between.


Ciaran had met hermits before in his wanderings. He knew the signs. Normally he rather liked hermits, but this one gave him unpleasant qualms in the stomach.


The man dragged a rusty voice up from somewhere. "We are enslaved by devils. Only the pure can overcome devils. Are you pure?"


Ciaran managed not to choke. "As a bird in its nest," he said. "A newly fledged bird. In fact, a bird still in the shell."


The cold, pale eye looked at him without blinking.


Ciaran resisted an impulse to punch it and said, "We have a means of freeing ourselves. If enough could be free, when the time came we might rush the Kalds."


"Only the pure can prevail against devils."


Ciaran gave him a smile of beatific innocence. The scar and the missing tooth rather spoiled the effect, but his eyes made up for it in bland sweetness.


"You shall lead us, Father," he cooed. "With such purity as yours, we can't fail."


The hermit thought about that for a moment and then said, "I will pass the word. Give me the feke."


Ciaran's jaw dropped. His eyes got glassy.


"The feke," said the hermit patiently. "The jiggler."


Ciaran closed his eyes. "Mouse," he said weakly, "give the gentleman the picklock."


Mouse slid it to him, a distance of about two inches. The red-haired giant took some of his weight off Ciaran. Mouse was looking slightly dazed herself.


"Hadn't I better do it for you?" she asked, rather pompously.


The hermit gave her a cold glance. He bent his head and brought his hands up between his knees. His collar-mate on the other side never noticed a thing, and the hermit beat Mouse's time by a good third.


Ciaran laughed. He lay in Mouse's lap and had mild hysterics. Mouse cuffed him furiously across the back of his neck, and even that didn't stop him.


He pulled himself up, looked through streaming eyes at Mouse's murderous small face, and bit his knuckles to keep from screaming.


The hermit was already quietly at work on the man next him.


Ciaran unslung his harp. The gray Kalds hadn't noticed anything yet. Both Mouse and the hermit were very smooth workers. Ciaran plucked out a few sonorous minor chords, and the Kalds flicked their blood-pink eyes at him, but didn't seem to think the harp called for any action.


Ciaran relaxed and played louder.


Under cover of the music he explained his plan to the big red hunter, who nodded and began whispering to his other collar-mate. Ciaran began to sing.


He gave them a lament, one of the wild dark things the Cimmerians sing at the bier of a chief and very appropriate to the occasion. The Kalds lounged, enjoying the rest. They weren't watching for it, so they didn't see, as Ciaran did, the breathing of the word of hope around the circle.


Civilized people would have given the show away. But these were bordermen, as wary and self-contained as animals. It was only in their eyes that you could see anything. They got busy, under cover of their huddled bodies and long-haired, bowed-over heads, with every buckle and pin they could muster.


Mouse and the hermit passed instructions along the line, and since they were people who were used to using their hands with skill, it seemed as though a fair number of locks might get picked. The collars were left carefully in place.


Ciaran finished his lament and was half way through another when the Kalds decided it was time to go.


They moved in to goad the line back into position. Ciaran's harp crashed out suddenly in angry challenge, and the close-packed circle split into a furious confusion.


Ciaran slung his harp over his shoulder and sprang up, shaking off the collar. All around him was the clash of chain metal on rock, the scuffle of feet, the yells and heavy breathing of angry men. The Kalds came leaping in, their wands flashing. Somebody screamed. Ciaran got a fistful of Mouse's tunic in his left hand and started to butt through the melee. He had lost track of the hermit and the hunter.


Then, quite suddenly, it was dark.


Silence closed down on the gully. A black, frozen silence, with not even a sound of breathing in it. Ciaran stood still, looking up at the dark sky. He didn't even tremble. He was beyond that.


Black darkness, in a land of eternal light.


Somewhere then, a woman screamed with a terrible mad strength, and hell broke loose.


Ciaran ran. He didn't think about where he was going, only that he had to get away. He was still gripping Mouse. Bodies thrashed and blundered and shrieked in the darkness. Twice he and Mouse were knocked kicking. It didn't stop them.


They broke through finally into a clear space. There began to be light again, pale and feeble at first but flickering back toward normal. They were in a broad gully kicked smooth on the bottom by the passing of many feet. They ran down it.


After a while Mouse fell and Ciaran dropped beside her. He lay there, fighting for breath, twitching and jerking like an animal with sheer panic. He was crying a little because it was light again.


Mouse clung to him, pressing tight as though she wanted to merge her body with his and hide it. She had begun to shake.


"Kiri," she whispered, over and over again. "Kiri, what was it?"


Ciaran held her head against his shoulder and stroked it. "I don't know, honey. But it's all right now. It's gone."


Gone. But it could come back. It had once. Maybe next time it would stay.


Darkness, and the sudden cold.


The legends began crawling through Ciaran's mind. If Bas the Immortal was true, and the Stone of Destiny was true, and the Stone gave Bas power over the life and death of a world . . . then . . . ?


Maybe Bas was getting tired of the world and wanted to throw it away.


The rational stubbornness in man that says a thing is not because it's never been before helped Ciaran steady down. But he couldn't kid himself that there hadn't been darkness where no darkness had even been dreamed of before.


He shook his head and started to pull Mouse to her feet, and then his quick ears caught the sound of someone coming toward them, running. Several someones.


There was no place to hide. Ciaran got Mouse behind him and waited, half crouching.


It was the hunter, with the hermit loping like a stringy cat at his heels and a third man behind them both. They all looked a little crazy, and they didn't seem to be going to stop.


Ciaran said, "Hey!"


They slowed down, looking at him with queer, blank eyes. Ciaran blew up, because he had to relax somehow.


"It's all over now. What are you sacred of? It's gone." He cursed them, with more feeling than fairness. "What about the Kalds? What happened back there?"


The hunter wiped a huge hand across his red-bearded face. "Everybody went crazy," he said thickly. "Some got killed or hurt. Some got away, like us. The rest were caught again." He jerked his head back. "They're coming this way. They're hunting us. They hunt by scent, the gray beasts do."


"Then we've got to get going." Ciaran turned around. "Mouse. You, Mousie! Snap out of it, honey. It's all right now."


She shivered and choked over her breath, and the hermit fixed them both with pale, mad eyes.


"It was a warning," he said. "A portent of judgment, when only the pure shall be saved." He pointed a bony finger at Ciaran. "I told you that evil could not prevail against devils!"


That got through to Mouse. Sense came back into her black eyes. She took a step toward the hermit and let go.


"Don't you call him evilâ��or me either! We've never hurt anybody yet, beyond lifting a little food or a trinket. And besides, who the hell are you to talk! Anybody as handy with a picklock as you are has had plenty of practice . . . ."


Mouse paused for breath, and Ciaran got a look at the hermit's face. His stomach quivered. He tried to shut Mouse up, but she was feeling better and beginning to enjoy herself. She plunged into a detailed analysis of the hermit's physique and heredity. She had a vivid and inventive mind.


Ciaran finally got his hand over her mouth, taking care not to get bitten. "Nice going," he said, "but we've got to get out of here. You can finish later."


She started to heel his shins, and then quite suddenly she stopped and stiffened up under his hands. She was looking at the hermit. Ciaran looked, too. His insides knotted, froze, and began to do tricks.


The hermit said quietly, "You are finished now." His pale eyes held them, and there was nothing human about his gaze, or the cold calm of his voice.


"You are evil. You are thievesâ��and I know, for I was a thief myself. You have the filth of the world on you, and no wish to clean it off."


He moved toward them. It was hardly a step, hardly more than an inclination of the body, but Ciaran gave back before it.


"I killed a man. I took a life in sin and anger, and now I have made my peace. You have not. You will not. And if need comes, I can kill againâ��without remorse."


He could, too. There was nothing ludicrous about him now. He was stating simple fact, and the dignity of him was awesome. Ciaran scowled down at the dust.


"Hell," he said, "we're sorry, Father. Mouse has a quick tongue, and we've both had a bad scare. She didn't mean it. We respect any man's conscience."


There was a cold, hard silence, and then the third man cried out with a sort of subdued fury:


"Let's go! Do you want to get caught again?"


He was a gnarled, knotty, powerful little man, beginning to grizzle but not to slow down. He wore a kilt of skins. His hide was dark and tough as leather, his hazel eyes set in nests of wrinkles.


The hunter, who had been hearing nothing but noises going back and forth over his head, turned and led off down the gully. The others followed, still not speaking.


Ciaran was thinking, He's crazy. He's clear off his headâ��and of all the things we didn't need, a crazy hermit heads the list!


There was a cold spot between his shoulders that wouldn't go away even when he started sweating with exertion.


The gully was evidently a main trail to Somewhere. There were many signs of recent passage by a lot of people, including an occasional body kicked off to the side and left to dry.


The little knotty man, who was a trapper named Ram, examined the bodies with a terrible stony look in his eyes.


"My wife and my first son," he said briefly. "The gray beasts took them while I was gone."


He turned grimly away.


Ciaran was glad when the bodies proved to be the wrong ones.


Ram and the big red hunter took turns scaling the cleft walls for a look. Mouse said something about taking to the face of the Plains where they wouldn't be hemmed in. They looked at her grimly.


"The gray beasts are up there," they said. "Flanking us. If we go up, they'll only take us and chain us again."


Ciaran's heart took a big, staggering jump. "In other words, they're herding us. We're going the way they want us to, so they don't bother to round us up."


The hunter nodded professionally. "Is a good plan."


"Oh, fine!" snarled Ciaran. "What I want to know is, is there any way out?"


The hunter shrugged.


"I'm going on anyway," said Ram. "My wife and son . . . ."


Ciaran thought about the Stone of Destiny, and was rather glad there was no decision to make.


They went on, at an easy jog trot. By bits and pieces Ciaran built up the pictureâ��raiding gangs of Kalds coming quietly onto isolated border villages, combing the brush and the forest for stragglers. Where they took the humans, or why, nobody could guess.


The red hunter froze to a dead stop. The others crouched behind him, instinctively holding their breath.


The hunter whispered, "People. Many of them." His flat palm made an emphatic move for quiet.


Small cold prickles flared across Ciaran's skin. He found Mouse's hand in his and squeezed it. Suddenly, with no more voice than the sigh of a breeze through bracken, the hermit laughed.


"Judgment," he whispered. "Great things moving." His pale eyes were fey. "Doom and destruction, a shadow across the world, a darkness and a dying."


He looked at them one by one, and threw his head back, laughing without sound, the stringy cords working in his throat.


"And of all of you, I alone have no fear!"


They went on, slowly, moving without sound in small shapeless puddles of shadow thrown by the floating sunballs. Ciaran found himself almost in the lead, beside the hunter.


They edged around a jog in the cleft wall. About ten feet ahead of them the cleft floor plunged underground, through a low opening shored with heavy timbers.


There were two Kalds lounging in front of it, watching their wands flash in the light.


The five humans stopped. The Kalds came toward them, almost lazily, running rough gray tongues over their shiny teeth. Their blood-pink eyes were bright with pleasure.


Ciaran groaned. "This is it. Shall we be brave, or just smart?"


The hunter cocked his huge fists. And then Ram let go a queer animal moan. He shoved past Ciaran and went to his knees beside something Ciaran hadn't noticed before.


A woman lay awkwardly against the base of the cliff. She was brown and stringy and not very young, with a plain, good face. A squat, thick-shouldered boy sprawled almost on top of her. There was a livid burn on the back of his neck. They were both dead.


Ciaran thought probably the woman had dropped from exhaustion, and the kid had died fighting to save her. He felt sick.


Ram put a hand on each of their faces. His own was stony and quite blank. After the first cry he didn't make a sound.


He got up and went for the Kald nearest to him.
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He did it like an animal, quick and without thinking. The Kald was quick, too. It jabbed the wand at Ram, but the little brown man was coming so fast that it didn't stop him. He must have died in mid-leap, but his body knocked the Kald over and bore him down.


Ciaran followed him in a swift cat leap.


He heard the hunter grunting and snarling somewhere behind him, and the thudding of bare feet being very busy. He lost sight of the other Kald. He lost sight of everything but a muscular gray arm that was trying to pull a jewel-tipped wand from under Ram's corpse. There was a terrible stink of burned flesh.


Ciaran grabbed the gray wrist. He didn't bother with it, or the arm. He slid his grip up to the fingers, got his other hand beside it, and started wrenching.


Bone cracked and split. Ciaran worked desperately, from the thumb and the little finger. Flesh tore. Splinters of gray bone came through. Ciaran's hands slipped in the blood. The gray beast opened its mouth, but no sound came. Ciaran decided then the things were dumb. It was human enough to sweat.


Ciaran grabbed the wand.


A gray paw, the other one, came clawing for his throat around the bulk of Ram's shoulders. He flicked it with the wand. It went away, and Ciaran speared the jewel tip down hard against the Kald's throat.


After a while Mouse's voice came to him from somewhere. "It's done, Kiri. No use overcooking it."


It smelled done, all right. Ciaran got up. He looked at the wand in his hand, holding it away off. He whistled.


Mouse said, "Stop admiring yourself and get going. The hunter says he can hear chains."


Ciaran looked around. The other Kald lay on the ground. Its neck seemed to be broken. The body of the squat, dark boy lay on top of it. The hunter said:


"He didn't feel the wand. I think he'd be glad to be a club for killing one of them, if he knew it."


Ciaran said, "Yeah." He looked at Mouse. She seemed perfectly healthy. "Aren't women supposed to faint at things like this?"


She snorted. "I was born in the Thieves' Quarter. We used to roll skulls instead of pennies. They weren't so scarce."


"I think," said Ciaran, "the next time I get married I'll ask more questions. Let's go."


They went down the ramp leading under the Forbidden Plains. The hunter led, like a wary beast. Ciaran brought up the rear. They both carried the stolen wands.


The hermit hadn't spoken a word, or moved a hand to help.


It was fairly dark there underground, but not cold. In fact, it was hotter than outside, and got worse as they went down. Ciaran could hear a sound like a hundred armorers beating on shields. Only louder. There was a feeling of a lot of people moving around but not talking much, and an occasional crash or metallic screaming that Ciaran didn't have any explanation for. He found himself not liking it.


They went a fairish way on an easy down-slope, and then the light got brighter. The hunter whispered, "Careful!" and slowed down. They drifted like four ghosts through an archway into a glow of clear bluish light.


They stood on a narrow ledge. Just here it was hand-smoothed, but on both sides it ran in nature-eroded roughness into a jumble of stalactites and wind-galleries. Above the ledge, in near darkness, was the high roof arch, and straight ahead, there was just space. Eventually, a long way off, Ciaran made out a wall of rock.


Below there was a pit. It was roughly barrel-shaped. It was deep. It was so deep that Ciaran had to crane over the edge to see bottom. Brilliant blue-white flares made it brighter than daylight about two-thirds of the way up the barrel.


There were human beings laboring in the glare. They were tiny things no bigger than ants from this height. They wore no chains, and Ciaran couldn't see any guards. But after the first look he quit worrying about any of that. The Thing growing up in the pit took all his attention.


It was built of metal. It rose and spread in intricate swooping curves of shining whiteness, filling the whole lower part of the cavern. Ciaran stared at it with a curious numb feeling of awe.


The thing wasn't finished. He had not the faintest idea what it was for. But he was suddenly terrified of it.


It was more than just the sheer crushing size of it, or the unfamiliar metallic construction that was like nothing he had seen or even dreamed of before. It was the thing itself.


It was Power. It was Strength. It was a Titan growing there in the belly of the world, getting ready to reach out and grip it and play with it, like Mouse gambling with an empty skull.


He knew, looking at it, that no human brain in his own scale and time of existence had conceived that shining monster, nor shaped of itself one smallest part of it.


The red hunter said simply, "I'm scared. And this smells like a trap."


Ciaran swallowed something that might have been his heart. "We're in it, pal, like it or don't. And we'd better get out of sight before that chain-gang runs into us."


Off to the side, along the rough part of the ledge where there were shadows and holes and pillars of rock, seemed the best bet. There was a way down to the cavern floorâ��a dizzy zig-zag of ledges, ladders, and steps. But once on it you were stuck, and no cover.


They edged off, going as fast as they dared. Mouse was breathing rather heavily and her face was white enough to make the brand show like a blood-drop between her brows.


The hermit seemed to be moving in a private world of his own. The sight of the shining giant had brought a queer blaze to his eyes, something Ciaran couldn't read and didn't like. Otherwise, he might as well have been dead. He hadn't spoken since he cursed them, back in the gully.


They crouched down out of sight among a forest of stalactites. Ciaran watched the ledge. He whispered, "They hunt by scent?"


The hunter nodded. "I think the other humans will cover us. Too many scents in this place. But how did they have those two waiting for us at the cave mouth?"


Ciaran shrugged. "Telepathy. Thought transference. Lots of the backwater people have it. Why not the Kalds?"


"You don't," said the hunter, "think of them as having human minds."


"Don't kid yourself. They think, all right. They're not human, but they're not true animals either."


"Did they think that?" The hunter pointed at the pit.


"No," said Ciaran slowly. "They didn't."


"Then whoâ��" He broke off. "Quiet! Here they come."


Ciaran held his breath, peering one-eyed around a stalactite. The slave gang, with the gray guards, began to file out of the tunnel and down the steep descent to the bottom. There was no trouble. There was no trouble left in any of those people. There were several empty collars. There were also fewer Kalds. Some had stayed outside to track down the four murderous fugitives, which meant no escape at that end.


Ciaran got an idea. When the last of the line and the guards were safely over the edge he whispered, "Come on. We'll go down right on their tails."


Mouse gave him a startled look. He said impatiently, "They won't be looking back and upâ��I hope. And there won't be anybody else coming up while they're going down. You've got a better idea about getting down off this bloody perch, spill it!"


She didn't have, and the hunter nodded. "Is good. Let's go."


They went, like the very devil. Since all were professionals in their own line they didn't make any more fuss than so many leaves falling. The hermit followed silently. His pale eyes went to the shining monster in the pit at every opportunity.


He was fermenting some idea in his shaggy head. Ciaran had a hunch the safest thing would be to quietly trip him off into space. He resisted it, simply because knifing a man in a brawl was one thing and murdering an unsuspecting elderly man in cold blood was another.


Later, he swore a solemn oath to drop humanitarianism, but hard.


Nobody saw them. The Kalds and the people below were all too busy not breaking their necks to have eyes for anything else. Nobody came down behind themâ��a risk they had had to run. They were careful to keep a whole section of the descent between them and the slave gang.


It was a hell of a long way down. The metal monster grew and grew and slid up beside them, and then above them, towering against the vault. It was beautiful. Ciaran loved its beauty even while he hated and feared its strength.


Then he realized there were people working on it, clinging like flies to its white beams and arches. Some worked with wands not very different from the one he carried, fusing metal joints in a sparkle of hot light. Others guided the huge metal pieces into place, bringing them up from the floor of the cavern on long ropes and fitting them delicately.


With a peculiar dizzy sensation, Ciaran realized there was no more weight to the metal than if it were feathers.


He prayed they could get past those workers without being seen, or at least without having an alarm spread. The four of them crawled down past two or three groups of them safely, and then one man, working fairly close to the cliff, raised his head and stared straight at them.


Ciaran began to make frantic signs. The man paid no attention to them. Ciaran got a good look at his eyes. He let his hands drop.


"He doesn't see us," whispered Mouse slowly. "Is he blind?"


The man turned back to his work. It was an intricate fitting of small parts into a pierced frame. Work that in all his wanderings Ciaran had never seen done anywhere, in any fashion.


He shivered. "No. He justâ��doesn't see us."


The big hunter licked his lips nervously, like a beast in a deadfall. His eyes glittered. The hermit laughed without any sound. They went on.


It was the same all the way down. Men and women looked at them, but didn't see.


In one place they paused to let the slave gang get farther ahead. There was a woman working not far out. She looked like a starved cat, gaunt ribs showing through torn rags. Her face was twisted with the sheer effort of breathing, but there was no expression in her eyes.


Quite suddenly, in the middle of an unfinished gesture, she collapsed like wet leather and fell. Ciaran knew she was dead before her feet cleared the beam she was sitting on.


That happened twice more on the way down. Nobody paid any attention.


Mouse wiped moisture off her forehead and glared at Ciaran. "A fine place to spend a honeymoon. You and your lousy short cuts!"


For once Ciaran had no impulse to cuff her.


The last portion of the descent was covered by the backs of metal lean-tos full of heat and clamor. The four slipped away into dense shadow between two of them, crouched behind a mound of scrap. They had a good view of what happened to the slave gang.


The Kalds guided it out between massive pillars of white metal that held up the giant web overhead. Fires flared around the cliff foot. A hot blue-white glare beat down, partly from some unfamiliar light-sources fastened in the girders, partly from the mouths of furnaces hot beyond any heat Ciaran had ever dreamed of.


Men and women toiled sweating in the smoke and glare, and never looked at the newcomers in their chains. There were no guards.


The Kalds stopped the line in a clear space beyond the shacks and waited. They were all facing the same way, expectant, showing their bright gray teeth and rolling their blood-pink eyes.


Ciaran's gaze followed theirs. He got rigid suddenly, and the sweat on him turned cold as dew on a toad's back.


He thought at first it was a man, walking down between the pillars. It was man-shaped, tall and slender and strong, and sheathed from crown to heels in white mesh metal that shimmered like bright water.


But when it came closer he knew he was wrong. Some animal instinct in him knew even before his mind did. He wanted to snarl and put up his hackles, and tuck his tail and run.


The creature was sexless. The flesh of its hands and face had a strange unreal texture, and a dusky yellow tinge that never came in living flesh.


Its face was human enough in shapeâ��thin, with light angular bones. Only it was regular and perfect like something done carefully in marble, with no human softness or irregularity. The lips were bloodless. There was no hair, not even any eyelashes.


The eyes in that face were what set Ciaran's guts to knotting like a nest of cold snakes. They were not even remotely human. They were like pools of oil under the lashless lidsâ��black, deep, impenetrable, without heart or soul or warmth.


But wise. Wise with a knowledge beyond humanity, and strong with a cold, terrible strength. And old. There were none of the usual signs of age. It was more than that. It was a psychic, unhuman feel of antiquity; a time that ran back and back and still back to an origin as unnatural as the body it spawned.


Ciaran knew what it was. He had made songs about the creature and sung them in crowded market-places and smoky wine-shops. He'd scared children with it, and made grown people shiver while they laughed.


He wasn't singing now. He wasn't laughing. He was looking at one of the androids of Bas the Immortalâ��a creature born of the mysterious power of the Stone, with no faintest link to humanity in its body or its brain.


Ciaran knew then whose mind had created the shining monster towering above them. And he knew more than ever that it was evil.


The android walked out onto a platform facing the slave gang, so that it was above them, where they could all see. In its right hand it carried a staff of white metal with a round ball on top. The staff and the mesh-metal sheath it wore blazed bright silver in the glare.


The chained humans raised their heads. Ciaran saw the white scared glint of their eyeballs, heard the hard suck of breath and the uneasy clashing of link metal.


The Kalds made warning gestures with their wands, but they were watching the android.


It raised the staff suddenly, high over its head. The gesture put the ball top out of Ciaran's sight behind a girder. And then the lights dimmed and went out.


For a moment there was total darkness, except for the dull marginal glow of the forges and furnaces. Then, from behind the girder that hid the top of the staff a glorious opaline light burst out, filling the space between the giant pillars, reaching out and up into the dim air with banners of shimmering flame.


The Kalds crouched down in attitudes of worship, their blood-pink eyes like sentient coals. A trembling ran through the line of slaves, as though a wind had passed across them and shaken them like wheat. A few cried out, but the sounds were muffled quickly to silence. They stood still, staring up at the light.


The android neither moved nor spoke, standing like a silver lance.


Ciaran got up. He didn't know that he did it. He was distantly aware of Mouse beside him, breathing hard through an open mouth and catching opaline sparks in her black eyes. There was other movement, but he paid no attention.


He wanted to get closer to the light. He wanted to see what made it. He wanted to bathe in it. He could feel it pulsing in him, sparkling in his blood. He also wanted to run away, but the desire was stronger than the fear. It even made the fear rather pleasurable.


He was starting to climb over the pile of scrap when the android spoke. Its voice was light, clear, and carrying. There was nothing menacing about it. But it stopped Ciaran like a blow in the face, penetrating even through his semi-drugged yearning for the light.


He knew sound. He knew mood. He was sensitive to them as his own harp in the way he made his living. He felt what was in that voice; or rather, what wasn't in it. And he stopped, dead still.


It was a voice speaking out of a place where no emotion, as humanity knew the word, had ever existed. It came from a brain as alien and incomprehensible as darkness in a world of eternal light; a brain no human could ever touch or understand, except to feel the cold weight of its strength and cower as a beast cowers before the terrible mystery of fire.


"Sleep," said the android. "Sleep, and listen to my voice. Open your minds, and listen."
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Through a swimming rainbow haze Ciaran saw the relaxed, dull faces of the slaves.


"You are nothing. You are no one. You exist only to serve; to work; to obey. Do you hear and understand?"


The line of humans swayed and made a small moaning sigh. It held nothing but amazement and desire. They repeated the litany through thick animal mouths.


"Your minds are open to mine. You will hear my thoughts. Once told, you will not forget. You will feel hunger and thirst, but not weariness. You will have no need to stop and rest, or sleep."


Again the litany. Ciaran passed a hand over his face. He was sweating. In spite of himself the light and the soulless, mesmeric voice were getting him. He hit his own jaw with his knuckles, thanking whatever gods there were that the source of the light had been hidden from him. He knew he could never have bucked it.


More, perhaps, of the power of the Stone of Destiny?


A sudden sharp rattle of fragments brought his attention to the scrap heap. The hermit was already half way over it.


And Mouse was right at his heels.


Ciaran went after her. The rubble slipped and slid, and she was already out of reach. He called her name in desperation. She didn't hear him. She was hungry for the light.


Ciaran flung himself bodily over the rubbish. Out on the floor, the nearest Kalds were shaking off their daze of worship. The hermit was scrambling on all fours, like a huge gray cat.


Mouse's crimson tunic stayed just out of reach. Ciaran threw a handful of metal fragments at her back. She turned her head and snarled at him. She didn't see him. Almost as an automatic reflex she hurled some stuff at his face, but she didn't even slow down. The hermit cried out, a high, eerie scream.


A huge hand closed on Ciaran's ankle and hauled him back. He fought it, jabbing with the wand he still carried. A second remorseless hand prisoned his wrist.


The red hunter said dispassionately, "They come. We go."


"Mouse! Let me go, damn you! Mouse!"


"You can't help her. We go, quick."


Ciaran went on kicking and thrashing.


The hunter banged him over the ear with exquisite judgment, took the wand out of his limp hand and tossed him over one vast shoulder. The light hadn't affected the hunter much. He'd been in deeper shadow than the others, and his half-animal nerves had warned him quicker even than Ciaran's. Being a wise wild thing, he had shut his eyes at once.


He doubled behind the metal sheds and began to run in dense shadow.


Ciaran heard and felt things from a great misty distance. He heard the hermit yell again, a crazy votive cry of worship. He felt the painful jarring of his body and smelled the animal rankness of the hunter.


He heard Mouse scream, just once.


He tried to move; to get up and do something. The hunter slammed him hard across the kidneys. Ciaran was aware briefly that the lights were coming on again. After that it got very dark and very quiet.


The hunter breathed in his ear, "Quiet! Don't move."


There wasn't much chance of Ciaran doing anything. The hunter lay on top of him with one freckled paw covering most of his face. Ciaran gasped and rolled his eyes.


They lay in a troughed niche of rough stone. There was black shadow on them from an overhang, but the blue glare burned beyond it. Even as he watched it dimmed and flickered and then steadied again.


High up over his head the shining metal monster reached for the roof of the cavern. It had grown. It had grown enormously, and a mechanism was taking shape inside it; a maze of delicate rods and crystal prisms, of wheels and balances and things Ciaran hadn't any name for.


Then he remembered about Mouse, and nothing else mattered.


The hunter lay on him, crushing him to silence. Ciaran's blue eyes blazed. He'd have killed the hunter then, if there had been any way to do it. There wasn't. Presently he stopped fighting.


Again the red giant breathed in his ear: "Look over the edge."


He took his hand away. Very, very quietly, Ciaran raised his head a few inches and looked over.


Their niche was some fifteen feet above the floor of the pit. Below and to the right was the mouth of a square tunnel. The crowded, sweating confusion of the forges and workshops spread out before them, with people swarming like ants after a rain.


Standing at the tunnel mouth were two creatures in shining metal sheathesâ��the androids of Bas the Immortal.


Their clear, light voices rose up to where Ciaran and the hunter lay.


"Did you find out?"


"Failingâ��as we judged. Otherwise, no change."


"No change." One of the slim unhumans turned and looked with its depthless black eyes at the soaring metal giant. "If we can only finish it in time!"


The other said, "We can, Khafre. We must."


Khafre made a quick, impatient gesture. "We need more slaves! These human cattle are frail. You drive them, and they die."


"The Kalds . . ."


"Are doing what they can. Two more chains have just come. But it's still not enough to be safe! I've told the beasts to raid farther in, even to the border cities if they have to."


"It won't help if the humans attack us before we're done."


Khafre laughed. There was nothing pleasant or remotely humorous about it.


"If they could track the Kalds this far, we could handle them easily. After we're finished, of course, they'll be subjugated anyway."


The other nodded. Faintly uneasy, it said, "If we finish in time. If we don't . . ."


"If we don't," said Khafre, "none of it matters, to them or us or the Immortal Bas." Something that might have been a shudder passed over its shining body. Then it threw back its head and laughed again, high and clear.


"But we will finish it, Steud! We're unique in the universe, and nothing can stop us. This means the end of boredom, of servitude and imprisonment. With this world in our hands, nothing can stop us!"


Steud whispered, "Nothing!" Then they moved away, disappearing into the seething clamor of the floor.


The red hunter said, "What were they talking about?"


Ciaran shook his head. His eyes were hard and curiously remote. "I don't know."


"I don't like the smell of it, little man. It's bad."


"Yeah." Ciaran's voice was very steady, "What happened to Mouse?"


"She was taken with the others. Believe me, little manâ��I had to do what I did or they'd have taken you, too. There was nothing you could do to help her."


"Sheâ��followed the light."


"I think so. But I had to run fast."


There was a mist over Ciaran's sight. His heart was slugging him. Not because he particularly cared, he asked, "How did we get away? I thought I saw the big lights come on . . ."


"They did. And then they went off again, all of a sudden. They weren't expecting it. I had a head start. The gray beasts hunt by scent, but in that stewpot there are too many scents. They lost us, and when the lights came on again I saw this niche and managed to climb to it without being seen."


He looked out over the floor, scratching his red beard. "I think they're too busy to bother about two people. No, three." He chuckled. "The hermit got away, too. He ran past me in the dark, screaming like an ape about revelations and The Light. Maybe they've got him again by now."


Ciaran wasn't worrying about the hermit. "Subjugation," he said slowly. "With this world in their hands, nothing can stop them." He looked out across the floor of the pit. No guards. You didn't need any guards when you had a weapon like that light. Frail human cattle driven till they died, and not knowing about it nor caring.


The world in their hands. An empty shell for them to play with, to use as they wanted. No more market places, no more taverns, no more songs. No more little people living their little lives the way they wanted to. Just slaves with blank faces, herded by gray beasts with shining wands and held by the android's light.


He didn't know why the androids wanted the world or what they were going to do with it. He only knew that the whole thing made him sickâ��sick all through, in a way he'd never felt before.


The fact that what he was going to do was hopeless and crazy never occurred to him. Nothing occurred to him, except that somewhere in that seething slave-pen Mouse was laboring, with eyes that didn't see and a brain that was only an open channel for orders. Pretty soon, like the woman up on the girder, she was going to hit her limit and die.


Ciaran said abruptly, "If you want to kill a snake, what do you do?"


"Cut off its head, of course."


Ciaran got his feet under him. "The Stone of Destiny," he whispered. "The power of life and death. Do you believe in legends?"


The hunter shrugged. "I believe in my hands. They're all I know."


"I'm going to need your hands, to help me break one legend and build another!"


"They're yours, little man. Where do we go?"


"Down that tunnel. Because, if I'm not clear off, that leads to Ben Beatha, and Bas the Immortalâ��and the Stone."


Almost as though it were a signal, the blue glare dimmed and flickered. In the semi-darkness Ciaran and the hunter dropped down from the niche and went into the tunnel.


It was dark, with only a tiny spot of blue radiance at wide intervals along the walls. They had gone quite a distance before these strengthened to their normal brightness, and even then it was fairly dark. It seemed to be deserted.


The hunter kept stopping to listen. When Ciaran asked irritably what was wrong, he said:


"I think there's someone behind us. I'm not sure."


"Well, give him a jab with the wand if he gets too close. Hurry up!"


The tunnel led straight toward Ben Beatha, judging from its position in the pit. Ciaran was almost running when the hunter caught his shoulder urgently.


"Wait! There's movement up ahead . . ."


He motioned Ciaran down. On their hands and knees they crawled forward, holding their wands ready.


A slight bend in the tunnel revealed a fork. One arm ran straight ahead. The other bent sharply upward, toward the surface.


There were four Kalds crouched on the rock between them, playing some obscure game with human finger bones.


Ciaran got his weight over his toes and moved fast. The hunter went beside him. Neither of them made a sound. The Kalds were intent on their game and not expecting trouble.


The two men might have got away with it, only that suddenly from behind them, someone screamed like an angry cat.


Ciaran's head jerked around, just long enough to let him see the hermit standing in the tunnel, with his stringy arms lifted and his gray hair flying, and a light of pure insanity blazing in his pale eyes.


"Evil!" he shrieked. "You are evil to defy The Light, and the servants of The Light!"


He seemed to have forgotten all about calling the Kalds demons a little while before.


The gray beasts leaped up, moving quickly in with their wands ready. Ciaran yelled with sheer fury. He went for them, the rags of his yellow tunic streaming.


He wasn't quite clear about what happened after that. There was a lot of motion, gray bodies leaping and twisting and jewel-tips flashing. Something flicked him stunningly across the temple. He fought in a sort of detached fog where everything was blurred and distant. The hermit went on screaming about Evil and The Light. The hunter bellowed a couple of times, things thudded and crashed, and once Ciaran poked his wand straight into a blood-pink eye.


Sometime right after that there was a confused rush of running feet back in the tunnel. The hunter was down. And Ciaran found himself running up the incline, because the other way was suddenly choked with Kalds.


He got away. He was never sure how. Probably instinct warned him to go in time so that in the confusion he was out of sight before the reinforcements saw him. Three of the original four Kalds were down and the fourth was busy with the hermit. Anyway, for the moment, he made it.


When he staggered finally from the mouth of the ramp, drenched with sweat and gasping, he was back on the Forbidden Plains and Ben Beatha towered above himâ��a great golden Titan reaching for the red sky.


The tumbled yellow rock of its steep slopes was barren of any growing thing. There were no signs of buildings, or anything built by hands, human or otherwise. High up, almost in the apex of the triangular peak, was a square, balconied opening that might have been only a wind-eroded niche in the cliff-face.


Ciaran stood on widespread legs, studying the mountain with sullen stubborn eyes. He believed in legend, now. It was all he believed in. Somewhere under the golden peak was the Stone of Destiny and the demigod who was its master.


Behind him were the creatures of that demigod, and the monster they were buildingâ��and a little black-haired Mouse who was going to die unless something was done about it.


A lot of other people, too. A whole sane comfortable world. But Mouse was about all he could handle, just then.


He wasn't Ciaran the bard any longer. He wasn't a human, attached to a normal human world. He moved in a strange land of gods and demons, where everything was as mad as a drunkard's nightmare, and Mouse was the only thing that held him at all to the memory of a life wherein men and women fought and laughed and loved.


His scarred mouth twitched and tightened. He started off across the rolling, barren rise to Ben Beathaâ��a tough, bandy-legged little man in yellow rags, with a brown, expressionless face and a forgotten harp slung between his shoulders, moving at a steady gypsy lope.


A wind sighed over the Forbidden Plains, rolling the sunballs in the red sky. And then, from the crest of Ben Beatha, the darkness came.


This time Ciaran didn't stop to be afraid. There was nothing left inside him to be afraid with. He remembered the hermit's words: Judgment. Great things moving. Doom and destruction, a shadow across the world, a darkness and a dying. Something of the same feeling came to him, but he wasn't human any longer. He was beyond fear. Fate moved, and he was part of it.


Stones and shale tricked his feet in the darkness. All across the Forbidden Plains there was night and a wailing wind and a sharp chill of cold. Far, far away there was a faint red glow on the sky where the sea burned with its own fire.


Ciaran went on.


Overhead, then, the sunballs began to flicker. Little striving ripples of light went out across them, lighting the barrens with an eerie witch-glow. The flickering was worse than the darkness. It was like the last struggling pulse of a dying man's heart. Ciaran was aware of a coldness in him beyond the chill of the wind.


A shadow across the world, a darkness and a dying . . .


He began to climb Ben Beatha.
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The stone was rough and fairly broken, and Ciaran had climbed mountains before. He crawled upward, through the sick light and the cold wind that screamed and fought him harder the higher he got. He retained no very clear memory of the climb. Only after a long, long time he fell inward over the wall of a balcony and lay still.


He was bleeding from rock-tears and his heart kicked him like the heel of a vicious horse. But he didn't care. The balcony was man-made, the passage back of it led somewhereâ��and the light had come back in the sky.


It wasn't quite the same, though. It was weaker, and less warm.


When he could stand up he went in along the passage, square-hewn in the living rock of Ben Beatha, the Mountain of Life.


It led straight in, lighted by a soft opaline glow from hidden light-sources. Presently it turned at right angles and became a spiral ramp, leading down.


Corridors led back from it at various levels, but Ciaran didn't bother about them. They were dark, and the dust of ages lay unmarked on their floors.


Down and down, a long, long way. Silence. The deep uncaring silence of death and the eternal rockâ��dark titans who watched the small furious ant-scurryings of man and never, never, for one moment, gave a damn.


And then the ramp flattened into a broad high passage cut deep in the belly of the mountain. And the passage led to a door of gold, twelve feet high and intricately graved and pierced, set with symbols that Ciaran had heard of only in legend: the Hun-Lahun-Mehen, the Snake, the Circle, and the Cross, blazing in hot jewel-fires.


But above them, crushing and dominant on both valves of the great door, was the crux ansata, the symbol of eternal life, cut from some lusterless stone so black it was like a pattern of blindness on the eyeball.


Ciaran shivered and drew a deep, unsteady breath. One brief moment of human terror came to him. Then he set his two hands on the door and pushed it open.


He came into a small room hung with tapestries and lighted dimly by the same opaline glow as the hallway. The half-seen pictures showed men and beasts and battles against a background at once tantalizingly familiar and frighteningly alien.


There was a rug on the floor. It was made from the head and hide of a creature Ciaran had never even dreamed of beforeâ��a thing like a huge tawny cat with a dark mane and great, shining fangs.


Ciaran padded softly across it and pushed aside the heavy curtains at the other end.


At first there was only darkness. It seemed to fill a large space; Ciaran had an instinctive feeling of size. He went out into it, very cautiously, and then his eyes found a pale glow ahead in the blackness, as though someone had crushed a pearl with his thumb and smeared it across the dark.


He was a thief and a gypsy. He made no more sound than a wisp of cloud, drifting toward it. His feet touched a broad, shallow step, and then another. He climbed, and the pearly glow grew stronger and became a curving wall of radiance.


He stopped just short of touching it, on a level platform high above the floor. He squinted against its curdled, milky thickness, trying to see through.


Wrapped in the light, cradled and protected by it like a bird in the heart of a shining cloud, a boy slept on a couch made soft with furs and colored silks. He was quite naked, his limbs flung out carelessly with the slim angular grace of his youth. His skin was white as milk, catching a pale warmth from the light.


He slept deeply. He might almost have been dead, except for the slight rise and fall of his breathing. His head was rolled over so that he faced Ciaran, his cheek pillowed on his up flung arm.


His hair, thick, curly, and black almost to blueness, had grown out long across his forearm, across the white fur beneath it, and down onto his wide slim shoulders. The nails of his lax hand, palm up above his head, stood up through the hair. They were inches long.


His face was just a boy's face. A good face, even rather handsome, with strong bone just beginning to show under the roundness. His cheek was still soft as a girl's, the lashes of his closed lids dark and heavy.


He looked peaceful, even happy. His mouth was curved in a vague smile, as though his dreams were pleasant. And yet there was something there . . .


A shadow. Something unseen and untouchable, something as fragile as the note of a shepherd's pipe brought from far off on a vagrant breeze. Something as indescribable as deathâ��and as broodingly powerful. Ciaran sensed it, and his nerves throbbed suddenly like the strings of his own harp.


He saw then that the couch the boy slept on was a huge crux ansata, cut from the dead-black stone, with the arms stretching from under his shoulders and the loop like a monstrous halo above his head.


The legends whispered through Ciaran's head. The songs, the tales, the folklore. The symbolism, and the image-patterns.


Bas the Immortal was always described as a giant, like the mountain he lived in, and old, because Immortal suggests age. Awe, fear, and unbelief spoke through those legends, and the child-desire to build tall. But there was an older legend . . .


Ciaran, because he was a gypsy and a thief and had music in him like a drunkard has wine, had heard it, deep in the black forests of Hyperborea where even gypsies seldom go. The oldest legend of allâ��the tale of the Shining Youth from Beyond, who walked in beauty and power, who never grew old, and who carried in his heart a bitter darkness that no man could understand.


The Shining Youth from Beyond. A boy sleeping with a smile on his face, walled in living light.


Ciaran stood still, staring. His face was loose and quite blank. His heartbeats shook him slightly, and his breath had a rusty sound in his open mouth.


After a long time he started forward, into the light.


It struck him, hurled him back numbed and dazed. Thinking of Mouse, he tried it twice more before he was convinced. Then he tried yelling. His voice crashed back at him from the unseen walls, but the sleeping boy never stirred, never altered even the rhythm of his breathing.


After that Ciaran crouched in the awful laxness of impotency, and thought about Mouse, and cried.


Then, quite suddenly, without any warning at all, the wall of light vanished.


He didn't believe it. But he put his hand out again, and nothing stopped it, so he rushed forward in the pitch blackness until he hit the stone arm of the cross. And behind him, and all around him, the light began to glow again.


Only now it was different. It flickered and dimmed and struggled, like something fighting not to die. Like something else . . .


Like the sunballs. Like the light in the sky that meant life to a world. Flickering and feeble like an old man's heart, the last frightened wing-beats of a dying bird . . .


A terror took Ciaran by the throat and stopped the breath in it, and turned his body colder than a corpse. He watched . . .


The light glowed and pulsed, and grew stronger. Presently he was walled in by it, but it seemed fainter than before.


A terrible feeling of urgency came over Ciaran, a need for haste. The words of the androids came back to him: Failing, as we judged. If we finish in time. If we don't, none of it matters.


A shadow across the world, a darkness and a dying. Mouse slaving with empty eyes to build a shining monster that would harness the world to the wills of nonhuman brains.


It didn't make sense, but it meant something. Something deadly important. And the key to the whole mad jumble was hereâ��a dark-haired boy dreaming on a stone cross.


Ciaran moved closer. He saw then that the boy had stirred, very slightly, and that his face was troubled. It was as though the dimming of the light had disturbed him. Then he sighed and smiled again, nestling his head deeper into the bend of his arm.


"Bas," said Ciaran. "Lord Bas!"


His voice sounded hoarse and queer. The boy didn't hear him. He called again, louder. Then he put his hand on one slim white shoulder and shook it hesitantly at first, and then hard, and harder.


The boy Bas didn't even flicker his eyelids.


Ciaran beat his fists against the empty air and cursed without any voice. Then, almost instinctively, he crouched on the stone platform and took his harp in his hands.


It wasn't because he expected to do anything with it. It was simply that harping was as natural to him as breathing, and what was inside him had to come out some way. He wasn't thinking about music. He was thinking about Mouse, and it just added up to the same thing.


Random chords at first, rippling up against the wall of milky light. Then the agony in him began to run out through his fingertips onto the strings, and he sent it thrumming strong across the still air. It sang wild and savage, but underneath it there was the sound of his own heart breaking, and the fall of tears.


There was no time. There wasn't even any Ciaran. There was only the harp crying a dirge for a black-haired Mouse and the world she lived in. Nothing mattered but that. Nothing would ever matter.


Then finally there wasn't anything left for the harp to cry about. The last quiver of the strings went throbbing off into a dull emptiness, and there was only an ugly little man in yellow rags crouched silent by a stone cross, hiding his face in his hands.


Then, faint and distant, like the echo of words spoken in another world, another time:


Don't draw the veil. Marsaliâ��don't . . .


Ciaran looked up, stiffening. The boy's lips moved. His face, the eyes still closed, was twisted in an agony of pleading. His hands were raised, reaching, trying to hold something that slipped through his fingers like mist.


Dark mist. The mist of dreams. It was still in his eyes when he opened them. Gray eyes, clouded and veiled, and then with the dream-mist thickening into tears . . .


He cried out, "Marsali!" as though his heart was ripped out of him with the breath that said it. Then he lay still on the couch, his eyes staring unfocused at the milky light, with the tears running out of them.


Ciaran said softly, "Lord Bas . . ."


"Awake," whispered the boy. "I'm awake again. Musicâ��a harp crying out . . . I didn't want to wake! Oh, God, I didn't want to!"


He sat up suddenly. The rage, the sheer blind fury in his young face rocked Ciaran like the blow of a fist.


"Who waked me? Who dared to wake me?"


There was no place to run. The light held him. And there was Mouse. Ciaran said:


"I did, Lord Bas. There was need to."


The boy's gray eyes came slowly to focus on his face. Ciaran's heart kicked once and stopped beating. A great cold stillness breathed from somewhere beyond the world and walled him in, closer and tighter than the milky light. Close and tight, like the packed earth of a grave.


A boy's face, round and smooth and soft. No shadow even of down on the cheeks, the lips still pink and girlish. Long dark lashes, and under them . . .


Gray eyes. Old with suffering, old with pain, old with an age beyond human understanding. Eyes that had seen birth and life and death in an endless stream, flowing by just out of reach, just beyond hearing. Eyes looking out between the bars of a private hell that was never built for any man before.


One strong young hand reached down among the furs and silks and felt for something, and Ciaran knew the thing was death.


Ciaran, suddenly, was furious himself.


He struck a harsh, snarling chord on the harpstrings, thinking of Mouse. He poured his fury out in bitter, pungent words, the gypsy argot of the Quarters, and all the time Bas fumbled to get the hidden weapon in his hands.


It was the long nails that saved Ciaran's life. They kept Bas from closing his fingers, and in the meantime some of Ciaran's vibrant rage had penetrated. Bas whispered:


"You love a woman."


"Yeah," said Ciaran. "Yeah."


"So do I. A woman I created, and made to live in my dreams. Do you know what you did when you waked me?"


"Maybe I saved the world. If the legends are right, you built it. You haven't any right to let it die so you can sleep."


"I built another world, little man. Marsali's world. I don't want to leave it." He bent forward, toward Ciaran. "I was happy in that world. I built it to suit me. I belong in it. Do you know why? Because it's made from my own dreams, as I want it. Even the people. Even Marsali. Even myself.


"They drove me away from one world. I built another, but it was no different. I'm not human. I don't belong with humans, nor in any world they live in. So I learned to sleep, and dream."


He lay back on the couch. He looked pitifully young, with the long lashes hiding his eyes.


"Go away. Let your little world crumble. It's doomed anyway. What difference do a few life-spans make in eternity? Let me sleep."


Ciaran struck the harp again. "No! Listen . . ."


He told Bas about the slave gangs, the androids, the shining monster in the pitâ��and the darkness that swept over the world. It was the last that caught the boy's attention.


He sat up slowly. "Darkness? You! How did you get to me, past the light?"


Ciaran told him.


"The Stone of Destiny," whispered the Immortal. Suddenly he laughed. He laughed to fill the whole dark space beyond the light; terrible laughter, full of hate and a queer perverted triumph.


He stopped, as suddenly as he had begun, and spread his hands flat on the colored silks, the long nails gleaming like knives. His eyes widened, gray windows into a deep hell, and his voice was no more than a breath.


"Could that mean that I will die, too?"


Ciaran's scarred mouth twitched. "The Stone of Destiny . . ."


The boy leaped up from his couch. His hand swept over some hidden control in the arm of the stone cross, and the milky light died out. At the same time, an opaline glow suffused the darkness beyond.


Bas the Immortal ran down the stepsâ��a dark-haired, graceful boy running naked in the heart of an opal.


Ciaran followed.


They came to the hollow core of Ben Beathaâ��a vast pyramidal space cut in the yellow rock. Bas stopped, and Ciaran stopped behind him.


The whole space was laced and twined and webbed with crystal. Rods of it, screens of it, meshes of it. A shining helix ran straight up overhead, into a shaft that seemed to go clear through to open air.


In the crystal, pulsing along it like the life-blood in a man's veins, there was light.


It was like no light Ciaran had ever seen before. It was no color, and every color. It seared the eye with heat, and yet it was cold and pure like still water. It throbbed and beat. It was alive.


Ciaran followed the crystal maze down and down, to the base of it. There, in the very heart of it, lying at the hub of a shining web, lay something.


Like a black hand slammed across the eyeballs, darkness fell.


For a moment he was blind, and through the blindness came a soft whisper of movement. Then there was light again; a vague smeared spot of it on the pitch black.


It glowed and faded and glowed again. The rusty gleam slid across the half-crouched body of Bas the Immortal, pressed close against the crystal web. It caught in his eyes, turning them hot and lambent like beast-eyes in the dark of a cave-mouth.


Little sparks of hell-fire in a boy's face, staring at the Stone of Destiny.


A stone no bigger than a man's heart, with power in it. Even dying, it had power. Power to build a world, or smash it. Power never born of Ciaran's planet, or any planet, but something naked and perfectâ��an egg from the womb of space itself.


It fought to live, lying in its crystal web. It was like watching somebody's heart stripped clean and struggling to beat. The fire in it flickered and flared, sending pale witch-lights dancing up along the crystal maze.


Outside, Ciaran knew, all across the world, the sunballs were pulsing and flickering to the dying beat of the Stone.


Bas whispered, "It's over. Over and done."


Without knowing it, Ciaran touched the harpstrings and made them shudder. "The legends were right, then. The Stone of Destiny kept the world alive."


"Alive. It gave light and warmth, and before that it powered the ship that brought me here across space, from the third planet of our sun to the tenth. It sealed the gaps in the planet's crust and drove the machinery that filled the hollow core inside with air. It was my strength. It built my world; my world, where I would be loved and respectedâ��all right, and worshipped!"


He laughed, a small bitter sob.


"A child I was. After all those centuries, still a child playing with a toy."


His voice rang out louder across the flickering dimness. A boy's voice, clear and sweet. He wasn't talking to Ciaran. He wasn't even talking to himself. He was talking to Fate, and cursing it.


"I took a walk one morning. That was all I did. I was just a fisherman's son walking on the green hills of Atlantis above the sea. That was all I wanted to beâ��a fisherman's son, someday to be a fisherman myself, with sons of my own. And then from nowhere, out of the sky, the meteorite fell. There was thunder, and a great light, and then darkness. And when I woke again I was a god.


"I took the Stone of Destiny out of its broken shell. The light from it burned in me, and I was a god. And I was happy. I didn't know.


"I was too young to be a god. A boy who never grew older. A boy who wanted to play with other boys, and couldn't. A boy who wanted to age, to grow a beard and a man's voice, and find a woman to love. It was hell, after the thrill wore off. It was worse, when my mind and heart grew up, and my body didn't.


"And they said I was no god, but a blasphemy, a freak.


"The priests of Dagon, of all the temples of Atlantis, spoke against me. I had to run away. I roamed the whole earth before the Flood, carrying the Stone. Sometimes I ruled for centuries, a god-king, but always the people tired of me and rose against me. They hated me, because I lived forever and never grew old.


"A man they might have accepted. But a boy! A brain with all the wisdom it could borrow from time, grown so far from theirs that it was hard to talk to themâ��and a body too young even for the games of manhood!"


Ciaran stood frozen, shrinking from the hell in the boy-god's agonized voice.


"So I grew to hate them, and when they drove me out I turned on them, and used the power of the Stone to destroy. I know what happened to the cities of the Gobi, to Angkor, and the temples of Mayapan! So the people hated me more because they feared me more, and I was alone. No one has ever been alone as I was.


"So I built my own world, here in the heart of a dead planet. And in the end it was the same, because the people were human and I was not. I created the androids, freaks like myself, to stand between me and my peopleâ��my own creatures, that I could trust. And I built a third world, in my dreams.


"And now the Stone of Destiny has come to the end of its strength. Its atoms are eaten away by its own fire. The world it powered will die. And what will happen to me? Will I go on living, even after my body is frozen in the cold dark?"


Silence, then. The pulsing beat of light in the crystal rods. The heart of a world on its deathbed.


Ciaran's harp crashed out. It made the crystal sing. His voice came with it:


"Bas! The monster in the pit, that the androids are buildingâ��I know now what it is! They knew the Stone was dying. They're going to have power of their own, and take the world. You can't let them, Bas! You brought us here. We're your people. You can't let the androids have us!"


The boy laughed, a low, bitter sound. "What do I care for your world or your people? I only want to sleep." He caught his breath in and turned around, as though he was going back to the place of the stone cross.
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Ciaran stroked the harpstrings. "Wait . . ." It was all humanity crying out of the harp. Little people, lost and frightened and pleading for help. No voice could have said what it said. It was Ciaran himself, a channel for the unthinking pain inside him.


"Waitâ��You were human once. You were young. You laughed and quarreled and ate and slept, and you were free. That's all we ask. Just those things. Remember Bas the fisherman's son, and help us!"


Gray eyes looking at him. Gray eyes looking from a boy's face. "How could I help you even if I wanted to?"


"There's some power left in the Stone. And the androids are your creatures. You made them. You can destroy them. If you could do it before they finish this thingâ��from the way they spoke, they mean to destroy you with it."


Bas laughed.


Ciaran's hand struck a terrible chord from the harp, and fell away.


Bas said heavily, "They'll draw power from the gravitic force of the planet and broadcast it the same way. It will never stop as long as the planet spins. If they finish it in time, the world will live. If they don't . . ." He shrugged. "What difference does it make?"


"So," whispered Ciaran, "we have a choice of a quick death, or a lingering one. We can die free, on our own feet, or we can die slaves." His voice rose to a full-throated shout. "God! You're no god! You're a selfish brat sulking in a corner. All right, go back to your Marsali! And I'll play god for a minute."


He raised the harp.


"I'll play god, and give 'em the clean way out!"


He drew his arm back to throwâ��to smash the crystal web. And then, with blinding suddenness, there was light again.


They stood frozen, the two of them, blinking in the hot opalescence. Then their eyes were drawn to the crystal web.


The Stone of Destiny still fluttered like a dying heart, and the crystal rods were dim.


Ciaran whispered, "It's too late. They're finished."


Silence again. They stood almost as though they were waiting for something, hardly breathing, with Ciaran still holding the silent harp in his hand.


Very, very faintly, under his fingers, the strings began to thrum.


Vibration. In a minute Ciaran could hear it in the crystal. It was like the buzz and strum of insects just out of earshot. He said:


"What's that?"


The boy's ears were duller than his. But presently he smiled and said, "So that's how they're going to do it. Vibration, that will shake Ben Beatha into a cloud of dust, and me with it. They must believe I'm still asleep." He shrugged. "What matter? It's death."


Ciaran slung the harp across his back. There was a curious finality in the action.


"There's a way from here into the pit. Where is it?"


Bas pointed across the open space. Ciaran started walking. He didn't say anything.


Bas said, "Where are you going?"


"Back to Mouse," said Ciaran simply.


"To die with her." The crystal maze hummed eerily. "I wish I could see Marsali again."


Ciaran stopped. He spoke over his shoulder, without expression. "The death of the Stone doesn't mean your death, does it?"


"No. The first exposure to its light when it landed, blazing with the heat of friction, made permanent changes in the cell structure of my body. I'm independent of itâ��as the androids are of the culture vats they grew in."


"And the new power source will take up where the Stone left off?"


"Yes. Even the wall of rays that protected me and fed my body while I slept will go on. The power of the Stone was broadcast to it, and to the sunballs. There were no mechanical leads."


Ciaran said softly, "And you love this Marsali? You're happy in this dream world you created? You could go back there?"


"Yes," whispered Bas. "Yes. Yes!"


Ciaran turned. "Then help us destroy the androids. Give us our world, and we'll give you yours. If we failâ��well, we have nothing to lose."


Silence. The crystal web hummed and sangâ��death whispering across the world. The Stone of Destiny throbbed like the breast of a dying bird. The boy's gray eyes were veiled and remote. It seemed almost that he was asleep.


Then he smiledâ��the drowsy smile of pleasure he had worn when Ciaran found him, dreaming on the stone cross.


"Marsali," he whispered. "Marsali."


He moved forward then, reaching out across the crystal web. The long nails on his fingers scooped up the Stone of Destiny, cradled it, caged it in.


Bas the Immortal said, "Let's go, little man."


Ciaran didn't say anything. He looked at Bas. His eyes were wet. Then he got the harp in his hands again and struck it, and the thundering chords shook the crystal maze to answering music.


It drowned the faint death-whisper. And then, caught between two vibrations, the shining rods split and fell, with a shiver of sound like the ringing of distant bells.


Ciaran turned and went down the passage to the pit. Behind him came the dark-haired boy with the Stone of Destiny in his hands.


They came along the lower arm of the fork where Ciaran and the hunter had fought the Kalds. There were four of the gray beasts still on guard.


Ciaran had pulled the wand from his girdle. The Kalds started up, and Ciaran got ready to fight them. But Bas said, "Wait."


He stepped forward. The Kalds watched him with their blood-pink eyes, yawning and whimpering with animal nervousness. The boy's dark gaze burned. The gray brutes cringed and shivered and then dropped flat, hiding their faces against the stone.


"Telepaths," said Bas to Ciaran, "and obedient to the strongest mind. The androids know that. The Kalds weren't put there to stop me physically, but to send the androids warning if I came."


Ciaran shivered. "So they'll be waiting."


"Yes, little man. They'll be waiting."


They went down the long tunnel and stepped out on the floor of the pit.


It was curiously silent. The fires had died in the forges. There was no sound of hammering, no motion. Only blazing lights and a great stillness, like someone holding his breath. There was no one in sight.


The metal monster climbed up the pit. It was finished now. The intricate maze of grids and balances in its belly murmured with the strength that spun up through it from the core of the planet. It was like a vast spider, making an invisible thread of power to wrap around the world and hold it, to be sucked dry.


An army of Kalds began to move on silent feet, out from the screening tangle of sheds and machinery.


The androids weren't serious about that. It was just a skirmish, a test to see whether Bas had been weakened by his age-long sleep. He hadn't been. The Kalds looked at the Stone of Destiny and from there to Bas's gray eyes, cringed, whimpered, and lay flat.


Bas whispered, "Their minds are closed to me, but I can feelâ��the androids are working, preparing some trap . . ."


His eyes were closed now, his young face set with concentration. "They don't want me to see, but my mind is older than theirs, and better trained, and I have the power of the Stone. I can see a control panel. It directs the force of their machine . . ."


He began to move, then, rapidly, out across the floor. His eyes were still closed. It seemed he didn't need them for seeing.


People began to come out from behind the sheds and the cooling forges. Blank-faced people with empty eyes. Many of them, making a wall of themselves against Bas.


Ciaran cried out, "Mouse . . . !"


She was there. Her body was there, thin and erect in the crimson tunic. Her black hair was still wild around her small brown face. But Mouse, the Mouse that Ciaran knew, was dead behind her dull black eyes. Ciaran whispered, "Mouse . . ."


The slaves flowed in and held the two of them, clogged in a mass of unresponsive bodies.


"Can't you free them, Bas?"


"Not yet. Not now. There isn't time."


"Can't you do with them what you did with the Kalds?"


"The androids control their minds through hypnosis. If I fought that control, the struggle would blast their minds to death or idiocy. And there isn't time . . ." There was sweat on his smooth young forehead. "I've got to get through. I don't want to kill them . . ."


Ciaran looked at Mouse. "No," he said hoarsely.


"But I may have to, unless . . . Wait! I can channel the power of the Stone through my own brain, because there's an affinity between us. Vibration, cell to cell. The androids won't have made a definite command against music. Perhaps I can jar their minds open, just enough, so that you can call them with your harp, as you called me."


A tremor almost of pain ran through the boy's body.


"Lead them away, Ciaran. Lead them as far as you can. Otherwise many of them will die. And hurry!"


Bas raised the Stone of Destiny in his clasped hands and pressed it to his forehead. And Ciaran took his harp.


He was looking at Mouse when he set the strings to singing. That was why it wasn't hard to play as he did. It was something from him to Mouse. A prayer. A promise. His heart held out on a song.


The music rippled out across the packed mass of humanity. At first they didn't hear it. Then there was a stirring and a sigh, a dumb, blind reaching. Somewhere the message was getting through the darkness clouding their minds. A message of hope. A memory of red sunlight on green hills, of laughter and home and love.


Ciaran let the music die to a whisper under his fingers, and the people moved forward, toward him, wanting to hear.


He began to walk away, slowly, trailing the harp-song over his shoulderâ��and they followed. Haltingly, in twos and threes, until the whole mass broke and flowed like water in his wake.


Bas was gone, his slim young body slipping fast through the broken ranks of the crowd.


Ciaran caught one more glimpse of Mouse before he lost her among the others. She was crying, without knowing or remembering why.


If Bas died, if Bas was defeated, she would never know nor remember.


Ciaran led them as far as he could, clear to the wall of the pit. He stopped playing. They stopped, too, standing like cattle, looking at nothing, with eyes turned inward to their clouded dreams.


Ciaran left them there, running out alone across the empty floor.


He followed the direction Bas had taken. He ran, fast, but it was like a nightmare where you run and run and never get anywhere. The lights glared down and the metal monster sighed and churned high up over his head, and there was no other sound, no other movement but his own.


Then, abruptly, the lights went out.


He stumbled on, hitting brutally against unseen pillars, falling and scrambling in scrap heaps. And after an eternity he saw light again, up ahead.


The Light he had seen before, here in the pit. The glorious opalescent light that drew a man's mind and held it fast to be chained.


Ciaran crept in closer.


There was a control panel on a stone daisâ��a meaningless jumbled mass of dials and wires. The androids stood before it. One of them was bent over, its yellowish hands working delicately with the controls. The other stood erect beside it, holding a staff. The metal ball at the top was open, spilling the opalescent blaze into the darkness.


Ciaran crouched in the shelter of a pillar, shielding his eyes. Even now he wanted to walk into that light and be its slave.


The android with the staff said harshly, "Can't you find the wave length? He should have been dead by now."


The bending one tensed and then straightened, the burning light sparkling across its metal sheath. Its eyes were black and limitless, like evil itself, and no more human.


"Yes," it said. "I have it."


The light began to burst stronger from the staff, a swirling dangerous fury of it.


Ciaran was hardly breathing. The light-source, whatever it was, was part of the power of the Stone of Destiny. Wave lengths meant nothing to him, but it seemed the danger was to the Stoneâ��and Bas carried it.


The android touched the staff. The light died, clipped off as the metal ball closed.


"If there's any power left in the Stone," it whispered, "our power-wave will blast its subatomic reserveâ��and Bas the Immortal with it!"


Silence. And then in the pitch darkness a coal began to glow.


It came closer. It grew brighter, and a smudged reflection behind and above it became the head and shoulders of Bas the Immortal.


The android whispered, "Stronger! Hurry!"


A yellowish hand made a quick adjustment. The Stone of Destiny burned brighter. It burst with light. It was like a sunball, stabbing its hot fury into the darkness.


The android whispered, "More!"


The Stone filled all the pit with a deadly blaze of glory.


Bas stopped, looking up at the dais. He grinned. A naked boy, beautiful with youth, his gray eyes veiled and sleepy under dark lashes.


He threw the Stone of Destiny up on the dais. An idle boy tossing stones at a treetop.


Light. An explosion of it, without sound, without physical force. Ciaran dropped flat on his face behind the pillar. After a long time he raised his head again. The overhead lights were on, and Bas stood on the dais beside two twisted, shining lumps of man-made soulless men.


The android flesh had taken the radiation as leather takes heat, warping, twisting, turning black.


"Poor freaks," said Bas softly. "They were like me, with no place in the universe that belonged to them. So they dreamed, tooâ��only their dreams were evil."


He stooped and picked up somethingâ��a dull, dark stone, a thing with no more life nor light than a waterworn pebble.


He sighed and rolled it once between his palms, and let it drop.


"If they had had time to learn their new machine a little better, I would never have lived to reach them in time." He glanced down at Ciaran, standing uncertainly below. "Thanks to you, little man, they didn't have quite time enough."


He gestured to a staff. "Bring it, and I'll free your Mouse."
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A long time afterward Mouse and Ciaran and Bas the Immortal stood in the opal-tinted glow of the great room of the crux ansata. Outside the world was normal again, and safe. Bas had left full instructions about controlling and tending the centrifugal power plant.


The slaves were freed, going home across the Forbidden Plains-forbidden no longer. The Kalds were sleeping, mercifully; the big sleep from which they would never wake. The world was free, for humanity to make or mar on its own responsibility.


Mouse stood very close to Ciaran, her arm around his waist, his around her shoulders. Crimson rags mingling with yellow; fair shaggy hair mixing with black. Bas smiled at them.


"Now," he said, "I can be happy, until the planet itself is dead."


"You won't stay with us? Our gratitude, our love . . . ."


"Will be gone with the coming generations. No, little man. I built myself a world where I belongâ��the only world where I can ever belong. And I'll be happier in it than any of you, because it is my worldâ��free of strife and ugliness and suffering. A beautiful world, for me and Marsali."


There was a radiance about him that Ciaran would put into a song some day, only half understanding.


"I don't envy you," whispered Bas, and smiled. Youth smiling in a spring dawn. "Think of us sometimes, and be jealous."


He turned and walked away, going lightly over the wide stone floor and up the steps to the dais, Ciaran struck the harpstrings. He sent the music flooding up against the high vault, filling all the rocky space with a thrumming melody.


He sang. The tune he had sung for Mouse, on the ridge above the burning sea. A simple tune, about two people in love.


Bas lay down on the couch of furs and colored silks, soft on the shaft of the stone cross. He looked back at them once, smiling. One slim white arm raised in a brief salute and swept down across the black stone.


The milky light rose on the platform. It wavered, curdled, and thickened to a wall of warm pearl. Through it, for a moment, they could see him, his dark head pillowed on his forearm, his body sprawled in careless, angular grace. Then there was only the warm, soft shell of light.


Ciaran's harp whispered to silence. The tunnel into the pit was sealed. Mouse and Ciaran went out through the golden doors and closed them, very quietlyâ��doors that would never be opened again as long as the world lived.


Then they came into each other's arms, and kissed.


Rough, tight arms on living flesh, lips that bruised and breaths that mingled, hot with life. Temper and passion, empty bellies, a harp that sang in crowded market squares, and no roof to fight under but the open sky.


And Ciaran didn't envy the dark-haired boy, dreaming on the stone cross.


http://www.archive.org/details/TheJewelOfBas
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Outpost on Io


I


MacVickers stopped at the brink of the dark round shaft.


It was cold, and he was stark naked except for the silver collar welded around his neck. But it was more than cold that made him shiver and clamp his long bony jaw.


He didn't know what the shaft was for, or where it led. But he had a sudden feeling that once he went down he was down for good.


The small, round metal platform rocked uneasily under his feet. Beyond the railing, as far as MacVickers could see to the short curve of Io's horizon, there was mud. Thin, slimy blue-green mud.


The shaft went down under the mud. MacVickers looked at it. He licked dry lips, and his grey-green eyes, narrow and hot in his gaunt dark face, flashed a desperate look at the small flyer from which he had just been taken.


It bobbed on the heaving mud, mocking him. The eight-foot Europan guard standing between it and MacVickers made a slow weaving motion with his tentacles.


MacVickers studied the Europan with the hating eyes of a wolf in a trap. His smooth black body had a dull sheen of red under the Jupiter-light. There was no back nor front to him, no face. Only the four long rubbery legs, the roundish body, and the tentacles in a waving crown above.


MacVickers bared white, uneven teeth. His big bony fists clenched. He took one step toward the Europan.


A tentacle flicked out, daintily, and touched the silver collar at the Earthman's throat. Raw electric current, generated in the Europan's body, struck into him, a shuddering, blinding agony surging down his spine.


He stumbled backward, and his foot went off into emptiness. He twisted blindly, catching the opposite side of the shaft, and hung there, groping with his foot for the ladder rungs, cursing in a harsh, toneless voice.


The tentacle struck out again, with swift, exquisite skill. Three times like a red-hot lash across his face, and twice, harder, across his hands. Then it touched the collar again.


MacVickers retched and let go. He fell jarringly down the ladder, managed to break his fall onto the metal floor below, and crouched there, sick and furious and afraid.


The hatch cover clanged down over him like the falling hammer of doom.


MacVickers dropped into a circular room thirty feet across, floored and walled with metal and badly lighted. The roof was of thick glassite plates. Through them, very clearly, MacVickers could see four Europan guards, watching.


"They're always there," said the Venusian softly. "You'll come to love them, stranger."


There were men standing around the ladder foot, thirteen of them, with the Venusian. Earthmen, Martians, Venusians, pale, stark naked, smeared with a blue-green stain. Their muscles stood out sharp on their gaunt bodies, their silver collars a mocking note of richness.


Deep, deep, inside himself, MacVickers shivered. His nostrils wrinkled. There was fear in the room. The smell of it, the shudder of it in the air. Fear that was familiar and accustomed, lying in uneasy sleep, but ready to awake.


There were other men, four or five of them, back in the shadows by the wall bunks. They didn't speak, nor come out.


He took a deep breath and said steadily, "I'm Chris MacVickers. Deep-space trader out of Terra. They caught me trying to get through the Asteroid lines."


Their eyes glistened at him, looking from him to something behind them that he couldn't see. They were waiting, and there was something ghoulish in it.


The Venusian said sharply, "Tough luck, MacVickers. I'm Loris, late of the Venusian Guard. Introduce yourselves, boys."


They did, in jerky detached voices, their eyes sliding from him to the hidden something. Loris drew a little closer, and one of the Earthmen in the group came toward him.


"I'm Pendleton," he said. "The Starfish. Remember?"


MacVickers stared at him. The furrows deepened in his craggy face. He said, "My God!" very softly, and not as a curse. "Pendleton!"


The man grinned wryly. He was English, the ravaged ghost of the big, ruddy, jovial spaceman MacVickers remembered.


"Quite a change, eh? Well, perhaps we're lucky, MacVickers. We shan't have to see the smash."


MacVickers' head dropped forward. "Then you saw it coming, too?"


Loris made a little bitter laugh that was almost a sob. All the desperate boyish humor was gone from his face, leaving it old and grim.


"Who hasn't? I've been here â�� God knows. An eternity. But even before my ship was taken, we knew it. We can't build spaceships as fast as their Jovium destroys them. When they break through the Asteroid line . . . ."


Pendleton's quiet voice was grave. "Mars is old and tired and torn with famine. Venus is young, but her courage is undisciplined. Her barbarians aren't suited to mechanized warfare. And Earth . . . ." He sighed. "Perhaps if we hadn't fought so much among ourselves . . . ."


MacVickers said harshly, "It wouldn't make much difference. When a man has a weapon that causes metal to explode its own atoms, it doesn't make any difference what you stack up against him."


He shook his craggy head impatiently. "What is this place? What are you doing here? The Jovies just brought me here and dumped me in without a word of explanation."


Pendleton shrugged. "We, too. There's a pit below, full of machinery. We work it, but we're not told why. Of course, we do a lot of guessing."


"Guessing!" The word rose sharp on the thick hot air. A man burst out of the group and stood swaying with the restless motion of the floor. He was a swart Low-Canal Martian. His yellow cat-eyes glittered in his hatch-face, and his thin ropy muscles twitched.


"I'll tell you what this place is, Earthman. It's a hell! And we're caught in it. Trapped, for the rest of our lives." He turned on Pendleton. "It's your fault. We were in a neutral port. We might have been safe. But you had to get back . . . ."


"Janu!" Pendleton's voice cracked like a whip. The Martian went silent, watching him. There was more than hate in his yellow eyes. Dando, the beginning of the trap-madness. MacVickers had seen it in men who couldn't stand the confinement of a deep-space voyage.


The Englishman said quietly, "Janu was my glory-hole foreman. He rather holds this against me."


The Martian snarled, and then coughed. The cough became a paroxysm. He stumbled away, grey-faced and twitching, bent almost double.


"It's the heat," said Loris, "and the damp. Poor devil."


MacVickers thought of the air of Mars, cold and dry and pure. The floor rocked under him. Eyes, with the queer waiting shine to them, slid furtively to the hidden thing behind the standing men.


The hot wet air lay on his lungs. He sweated. There was a stir of nausea in him and the lights swirled. He shut his jaw hard.


He said, "What did Janu mean, the rest of our natural lives? They'll let us go when the war's over â�� if there's anything left to go to."


There was a tight little silence. And then, from the shadows against the wall, there came a brittle, whispering laugh. "The war? They let us go before that!"


The group parted. MacVickers had a brief glimpse of a huge man crouched in a strange position on the floor. Then he couldn't see anything but the shape that came slowly out into the light.


It moved with a stiff, tottering gait, and its naked feet made a dry clicking sound on the metal floor. MacVickers' hand closed hard on the ladder behind him.


It had been a man, an Earthman. His body was still tall, his features still fine. But there was a film over him, a pale blue-green sheathe that glistened dully.


He thrust out an arm, with a hand on it like a hand carved in aquamarine. "Touch it," he whispered.


MacVickers touched it. It was quite hard, and warm only with the heat of the air. MacVickers' grey-green eyes met the sunken, sheathed eyes of the Earthman. His body hurt with the effort to control it.


"When we can no longer move," the whispering voice said, "they take us up the shaft and throw us over, into the mud. That's why you're here - because we were one man short."


MacVickers put his hand back on the ladder rung. "How long?"


"About three Earth months."


He looked at the blue-green stain that smeared them all. The color of the mud. His hands sweated on the ladder rung.


"What is it?"


"Something in the mud. A radioactivity, I think. It seems to turn the carbon in human flesh to a crystalline form. You become a living jewel. It's painless. But it's . . . ." He didn't finish.


Beads of sweat stood on MacVickers' forehead. The men standing watching him smiled a little. There was motion behind them. Loris and Pendleton stiffened, and their eyes met.


MacVickers said steadily, "I don't understand. The mud's outside."


Loris said with a queer, hurried urgency, "You will. It's almost time for the other shift . . . ."


He broke off. Men scattered suddenly, crouching back in a rough circle, grinning with feral nervousness. The room was suddenly quiet.


The crouching man had risen. He stood with his huge corded legs wide apart, swaying with the swaying of the floor, his round head sunk between ridges of muscle, studying the Earthman out of pale, flat eyes.


Loris put his old, bitter boy's face close to MacVickers. His whisper was almost inaudible.


"Birek. He's boss here. He's mad. Don't fight him."


II


MacVickers' grey-green eyes narrowed. He didn't move. Birek breathed in slow, deep sighs. He was a Venusian, a coal-swamper from his size and pallor and the filthy-white hair clubbed in his neck.


He shimmered, very faintly in the dim light. The first jewel-crust was forming across his skin.


Knife-sharp and startling across the silence, a round hatch-cover in the floor clashed open. Sweat broke cold on MacVickers. Men began to come out of the hole, just at the edge of his vision. Naked, dirty men with silver collars.


They had been talking, cursing, jostling. The first ones saw Birek and stopped, and the silence trickled back down the shaft. It was utterly quiet again, except for the harsh straining of things against the hot, wet air and the soft sounds of naked men climbing the ladder.


The cords ridged on MacVickers' jaw. He shifted his balance slightly, away from the ladder. He could see the faces thrust forward in the dim light, eager, waiting.


Shining eyes, shining teeth, cheek-bones shining with sweat. Frightened, suffering men, watching another man fear and suffer, and being glad about it.


Birek moved forward, slowly. His eyes held a pale glitter, like distant ice, and his lips smiled.


"I prayed," he said softly. "I was answered. You, new man! Get down on your belly."


Loris grinned at Birek, but there was no humor in his eyes. He had drawn a little away from MacVickers. He said carelessly:


"There's no time for that now, Birek. It's our shift. They'll be burning us if we don't go."


Birek repeated, "Down on your belly," not looking at Loris.


A vein began to throb on MacVickers' forehead. He looked slight, almost small against the Venusian's huge bulk.


He said quietly, "I'm not looking for trouble."


"Then get down."


"Sorry," said MacVickers. "Not today."


Pendleton's voice cracked out sharply. "Let him alone, Birek! You men, down the ladder! They're going for the shockers."


MacVickers was aware of movement overhead, beyond the glass roof. Men began to drop slowly, reluctantly, down the ladder. There was sweat on Pendleton's forehead and Loris' face was as grey as his eyes.


Birek said hoarsely, "Down! Grovel! Then you can go."


"No." The ladder was beyond Birek. There was no way past him.


Loris said, in a swift harsh whisper, "Get down, MacVickers. For God's sake get down, and then come on!"


MacVickers shook his head stubbornly. The giant smiled. There was something horribly wrong about that smile. It was the smile of a man in agony when he feels the anesthetic taking hold. Peaceful, and happy.


He struck out, startlingly fast for such a big man. MacVickers shrank aside. The fist grazed past his head, tearing his ear. He crouched and went in, trying for a fast body-blow and a sidestep.


He'd forgotten the glimmering sheathe. His fist struck Birek on the mark, and it was like striking glass that didn't shatter. The pain shot up his arm, numbing, slowing, sickening. Blood spattered out from his knuckles.


Birek's right swept in, across the side of his head. MacVickers went down, on his right side. Birek put a foot in the small of his back. "Down," he said. "Grovel."


MacVickers twisted under the foot, snarling. He brought up his own feet viciously, with all his strength. The pain of impact made him whimper, but Birek staggered back, thrown off balance.


There was no sign of hurt in his face. He stood there, looking down at MacVickers. Suddenly, shockingly, he was crying. He made no sound. He didn't move. But the tears ran out of his eyes.


A deep, slow shudder shook MacVickers. He said softly, "There's no pain, is there?"


Birek didn't speak. The tears glistened over the faint, hard film on his cheeks. MacVickers got up slowly. The furrows were deep and harsh in his face and his lips were white.


Loris pulled at him. Somewhere Pendleton's voice was yelling, "Hurry! Hurry, please!"


The guards were doing something overhead. There was a faint crackling sound, a flicker of sparks in a circle around the top of the wall. Shivering, tingling pain swept through MacVickers from the silver collar at his throat.


Men began to whisper and curse. Loris clawed at him, shoved him down the ladder, kicked his face to make him hurry. The pain abated.


MacVickers looked up. The great corded legs of Birek were coming, down, the soles of the feet making a faint, hard sound on the rungs.


The hatch closed overhead. The voice of the dying Earthman came dry and soft over his shoulder.


"Here's where you'll work until you die. How do you like it?"


MacVickers turned, scowling. It was hot. The room above was cool by comparison. The air was thick and sluggish with the reek of heated oil and metal. It was a big space, running clear to the curving wall, but the effect was of stifling, cramped confinement.


Machinery crammed the place, roaring and hissing and clattering, running in a circuit from huge intake pumps through meaningless bulking shapes to a forced-air outlet, with oil-pumps between them.


The pumps brought mud into a broad sluice, and the blue-green stain of it was everywhere.


There were two glassite control boxes high on the walls, each with a black, tentacled Europan. About five feet overhead was a system of metal catwalks giving complete coverage of the floor area. There were Europans on the walks, too, eight of them, patrolling, steadily.


Their sleek, featureless bodies were safe from contact with the mud. They carried heavy plastic tubes in their tentacles, and there were heavy-duty shockers mounted at every intersection.


MacVickers grinned dourly "Trustful lot."


"Very." Pendleton nudged him over toward a drive motor attached to some kind of a centrifugal separator. Loris and the blue-sheathed Earthman followed, with Birek coming slowly behind him.


MacVickers said. "What's all this for?"


Pendleton shook his head. "We don't know. But we have an idea that Jovium comes from the mud."


"Jovium!" MacVickers' grey-green eyes began to grow hot, "The stuff that's winning this war for them. The metal destroyer!"


"We're not sure, of course." Pendleton's infinitely weary eyes turned across the stretch of greasy metal deck to the end of the circuit. But look there. What does that suggest to you?"


The huge pipe of the forced-air ejector ran along the deck there behind a screen of heavy metal mesh. Just above it, enclosed behind three thicknesses of glassite, was a duct leading upward. The duct, from the inordinate size of its supports and its color, was pure lead.


Lead. Lead pipe, lead armor. Radiations that changed living men into half-living diamonds. Nobody knew what Jovium was or where it came from - only it did.


But scientists on the three besieged worlds thought it was probably an isotope of some powerful radioactive metal, perhaps uranium, capable of setting up a violent progressive breakdown in metallic atoms.


"If," said MacVickers softly, "the pipe were lined with plastic . . . . Blue mud! I've traded through these moons, and the only other deposit of that mud is a saucepan full on J-XI! This must be their only source."


Loris shoved an oil can at him. "What difference does it make?" he said savagely.


MacVickers took the can without seeing it. "They store it up there, then, in the space between the inner wall and the outer. If somebody could get up there and set the stuff off . . . ."


Pendleton's mouth twisted. "Can you see any way?"


He looked. Guards and shockers, charged ladders and metal screens. No weapons, no place to conceal them anyway. He said doggedly:


"But if someone could escape and get word back . . . . This contraption is a potential bomb big enough to blow Io out of space! The experts think it only takes a fraction of a grain of the pure stuff to power a disintegrator shell."


There was a pulse beating hard under his jaw and his grey-green eyes were bright.


Loris said, "Escape." He said it as though it were the most infinitely beautiful word in existence, and as though it burned his mouth.


"Escape," whispered the man with the shimmering, deadly sheathe of aquamarine. "There is no escape but â�� this."


MacVickers said, into the silence that followed, "I'm going to try. One thing or the other, I'm going to try."


Pendleton's incredibly tired eyes looked at the livid burns on MacVickers' face. "It's been tried. And it's no use."


Birek moved suddenly out of his queer, dazed stillness. He looked up and made a hoarse sound in his throat. MacVickers caught a flicker of motion overhead, but he didn't pay attention to it. He went on, speaking quietly in a flat, level voice. "There's a war on. We're all in it. Soldiers, civilians, and kings, the big fellows and the little ones. When I got my master's ticket, they told me a man's duty wasn't done until his ship was cradled or he was dead.


"My ship's gone. But I haven't died, yet."


Pendleton's broad, gaunt shoulders drooped. He turned his head away. Loris' face was a death-mask carved from grey bone. He said, almost inaudibly:


"Shut up, damn you. Shut up."


The movement was closer overhead, ominously close. The men scattered across the pit had stopped working, watching MacVickers with glistening, burning eyes across hot oil-filmed metal.


MacVickers said harshly, "I know what's wrong with you. You were broken before you came, thinking the smash was coming and it was no use."


Pendleton whispered, "You don't know, the things they do to you."


Stiff and dry out of the Earthman's aquamarine mask, came the words, "You'll learn. There's no hope, MacVickers, and the men have all they can bear without pain.


"If you bring them more suffering, MacVickers, they'll kill you."


Heat. Oil and reeking metal, and white stiff faces filmed with sweat. Eyes shining, hot and glittering with fear. Rocking floor and sucking pumps and a clutching nausea in his belly. Birek, standing straight and still, watching him. Watching. Everybody, watching.


MacVickers put his hand flat on the engine-housing beside him. "There's more to it than duty," he said softly, and smiled, without humor, the vertical lines deep in his cheeks. His gaunt Celtic head had a grim beauty.


His voice rang clear across the roar of the machines. "I'm Christopher Rory MacVickers. I'm the most important thing in the universe. And if I have to give my life, it'll not be without return on the value of it!"


Janu the Martian, away on the other side of the pit, made a shrill wailing cry, Loris and Pendleton flinched away like dogs afraid of the whip, looking upward.


MacVickers glimpsed a dark tentacled shape on the catwalk above, just before the shattering electricity coursed through him. He screamed, once. And then Birek moved.


He struck Loris and Pendleton and the blue-sheathed Earthman out of the way like children. His left leg took MacVickers behind the knees in the same instant that his right hand pushed MacVickers' face.


MacVickers fell heavily on his back, screaming at the contact of the metal floor. Then Birek sprawled over him, shielding his body with the bulk of his own.


The awful shocking pain was lessened. Lying there, looking up into Birek's pale eyes, MacVickers made his twitching lips say, "Why?"


Birek smiled. "The current doesn't hurt much anymore. And I want you for my selfâ�� to break."


MacVickers drew a deep, shuddering breath and smiled back, the lines deep in his lean cheeks.


He had no clear memories of that shift.


Heat and motion and strangling air, and Janu coughing with a terrible, steady rhythm, his own hands trying to guide the oil can. Toward the end of the time he fainted, and it was Birek who carried him up the ladder.


He had no way of knowing how long after that he came to. There was no time in that little hell. The first thing he noticed, with the hair-trigger senses of a man trained to ships, that the motion of the room was different.


He sat up straight on the bunk where Birek had laid him. "The tidal wave," he said, over a quick stab of fear. "What . . ."


"We ride it out," said Loris bitterly. "We always have."


MacVickers knew the Jovian Moons pretty well. Remembering the tremendous tides and winds caused by the gravitational pull of Jupiter, he shuddered. There was no solid earth on Io, nothing but mud. And the extraction plant, from the feel of it, was a hollow bell stink under it, perfectly free.


It had to be free. No mooring cable made could stand the pull of a Jupiter-tide.


"One thing about it," said Pendleton with quiet viciousness. "It makes the bloody Jovies seasick."


Janu the Martian made a cracked, harsh laugh. "So they keep a weak current on us all the time." His hatchet-face was drawn, his yellow cat-eyes lambent in the dim light.


The men sprawled on their bunks, not talking much. Birek sat on the end of his, watching MacVickers with his pale still eyes. There was a tightness in the room.


It was coming. They were going to break him now, before he hurt them. Break him, or kill him.


MacVickers wiped the sweat from his face and said, "I'm thirsty."


Pendleton pointed to a thing like a horse-trough against the bulkhead. His eyes were tired and very sad. Loris was scowling at his stained and faintly filmed feet.


There wasn't much water in the trough. What there was brackish and greasy. MacVickers drank and splashed some on his face and body He saw that he was already stained with the mud. It wouldn't wash off.


The dying Earthman whispered, "There is food also."


MacVickers looked at the basket of spongy synthetic food, and shook his head.


The floor dipped and swung. There was a frightening, playful violence about it, like the first soft taps of a tiger's paw. Loris looked up at the glass roof with the black shapes beyond.


"They get the pure air," he said. "Our ventilator pipes are only a few inches wide, lest we crawl up through them."


Pendleton said, rather loudly, "The swine breathe through the skin, you know. All their sense organs, sight and hearing.


"Shut up," snarled Jaru. "Stop talking for time."


The sprawled men on the bunk's drew themselves slowly tight, breathing hard and deep in anticipation. And Birek rose.


MacVickers faced them, Birek and the rest. There was no lift in his heart. He was cold and sodden, like a chuted ox watching the pole-axe fall. He said, with a bitter, savage quiet,


"You're a lot of bloody cowards. You, Birek. You're scared of the death creeping over you, and the only way you can forget the fear is to make someone else suffer.


"It's the same with all of you. You have to trample me down to your own level, break me for the sake of your souls as much as your bodies."


He looked at the numbers of them, at Birek's huge impervious bulk and his great fists. He touched his silver collar, remembering the agony of the shock through it.


"And I will break. You know that, damn you."


He gave back three paces and set his feet. "All right. Come on, Birek. Let's get it over with."


The Venusian came toward him across the heaving floor. Loris still looked at his feet and Pendleton's eyes were agonized. MacVickers wiped his hands across his buttocks. The palms were filmed and slick with oil from the can he had handled.


There was no use to fight. Birek was twice his size, and he couldn't be hurt anyway. The diamond-sheathe even screened off the worst of the electric current, being a non-conductor.


That gave the dying men an advantage. But even if they had spirit enough left by that time to try anything, the hatches were still locked tight by air-pressure and the sheer numbers of their suffering mates would pull them down. Also, the Jovies were as strong as four men.


Non-conductor. Sheathed skin. Birek's shoulders tensing for the first blow. Sweat trying to break through the film of oil on his palms, the slippery feel of his hands as he clenched them.


Birek's fist lashed out. MacVickers dodged under it, looking for an opening, dreading the useless agony of impact. The bell lurched wildly.


A guard moved abruptly overhead. The motion caught MacVickers' eye. Something screamed sharply in his head: Pendleton's voice saying, "They breathe through the skin. All their sense organs . . ."


He sensed rather than saw Birek's fist coming. He twisted, enough to take the worst of it on his shoulder. It knocked him halfway across the deck. And then the current came on.


It was weak, but it made him jerk and twitch. He scrambled up on the pitching deck and started to speak. Birek was coming again, leisurely, smiling. Then, quite suddenly, the hatch cover clanged open, signaling the change of the shifts. MacVickers stood still for a second. Then he laughed, a queer little chuckle, and made a rush for the hatch.


III


He went down it with Birek's hand brushing past his head. Men yelled and cursed. He trampled on them ruthlessly. The ones lower down fell off the ladder to avoid his feet.


There was a clamor up above. Hands grabbed at him. He lashed out, kicking and butting. His rush carried him through and out across the pit, toward the space between the end points of the horseshoe circuit.


He slowed down, then. The guards had noticed the scuffle. But it seemed to be only the shift changing, and MacVickers looked like a man going peacefully for oil.


Peacefully. The blood thundered in his head, he was cold, and the skin of his back crawled. Men shoved and swore back by the ladder. He went on, not too fast, fighting the electric shiver in his brain.


Fuel and lubricating oils were brought up, presumably from tanks in a still lower level, by big pressure pumps. All three sets of pumps, intake, outlet, and oil, worked off the same compressed-air unit.


He set the lubricating-oil pump going and rattled cans into place. The men of his shift were straggling out from the ladder, twitching from the light current, seared, angry, but uncertain.


There was a subtle change in the attitude of the Europan guards. Their movements were sluggish, faintly uncertain. MacVickers grinned viciously. Seasick. They'd be sicker â�� if they didn't get him too soon.


The surging pitch of the bell was getting worse. The tide was rising, and the mud was playing with the bell like a child throwing a ball. Nausea began to clutch at MacVickers' stomach.


The pressure-gauge on the pump was rising. He let it rise, praying, his grey-green eyes hot and bright. Going with the motion of the deck, he sprawled over against the intake pumps.


He spun the wheel on the pressure-control as far as it would go. A light wrench, chained so that it could not be thrown, lay at his feet He picked it up, his hand jerking and tingling, and began to work at the air-pipe coupling.


Hands gripped his shoulder suddenly, slewing him around. The yellow eyes of Janu the Martian glared into his.


"What are you doing here, Earthman? This is my station."


Then he saw the pressure gauge. He let out a keening wail, cut short by the crunch of MacVickers' fist on his mouth. MacVickers whirled and swung the wrench.


The loose coupling gave. Air burst whistling from the pipe, and the rhythm of the pumps began to break.


But Janu's cry had done it. Men were pelting toward him, and the guards were closing in overhead.


MacVickers flung himself bodily on the short hose of the oil-pump.


Birek, Loris, Pendleton, the dying Earthman, the hard faces behind them. The guards were manning the shockers. Up in the control boxes black tentacles were flashing across banks of switches. He had to work fast, before they cut the pressure.


Birek was ahead of the others, very close. MacVickers gave him the oil-stream full in the face. It blinded him. Then the nearest shocker came on, focused expertly on MacVickers.


He shut his teeth hard, whimpering through them, and turned the hard forced stream of oil into the hoarsely shrieking blast from the open pipe.


Oil sprayed up in a heavy, blinding fog. Burning, shuddering agony shook MacVickers, but he held his hose, his feet braced wide, praying to stand up long enough.


The catwalks were hidden in the oily mist. The ventilating blowers caught it, thrusting it across the whole space. MacVickers yelled through it, his voice hardly recognizable as human.


"You, out there! All of you. This is your chance. Are you going to take it?"


Something fell, close by, with a heavy thrashing thud. Something black and tentacled and writhing, covered with a dull film.


MacVickers laughed, and, the laughter was less human than the voice.


"Cowards!" he cried. "All right. I'll do it all myself."


Somebody yelled, "They're dying. Look!" There was another heavy thud. The hot strangling fog roiled with hidden motion. MacVickers gasped and retched and shuddered helplessly. He was going to drop the hose in a minute. He was going to fall down and scream.


If they stepped the power up one more notch, he was going to fall down and die. Only they were dying too, and forgetting about power.


It seemed a static eternity to MacVickers, but it had all happened in the space of a dozen heartbeats. There were yells and shouts and, a sort of animal tumult in the thick haze. Suddenly Pendleton's voice rang out of it.


"MacVickers! I'm with you, man! You others, listen. He's giving us the break we needed. Don't let him down!"


And Janu screamed, "No! He's killed the guards, but there are more. They'll fry us from the control boxes if we help him."


The pressure was dropping in the pipe as the power cut out. There was a last hiss, a spurt of oily spray, then silence. MacVickers dropped the hose.


Janu's voice went on, sharp and harsh with fear. "They'll fry us, I tell you. We'll lie here and jerk and scream until we're crazy. I'm going to die. I know it. But I won't go through that, for nothing! I'm going back by the ladder and pray they won't notice me."


More seconds, more tumult. Men suddenly torn between hope and abject terror. MacVickers said wearily into the fog,


"If you help me, we can win the war for our worlds. Destroy this bell, start the Jovium working, destroy Io â�� victory for us. And if you don't, I hope you fry here and in Hell afterward."


They wavered. MacVickers could hear their painful breathing, ragged with the emotion in them. Some of them started toward the sound of Pendleton's voice.


Janu made an eerie wauling sound, like a hurt cat, and went for him.


MacVickers started to help, but the current froze him to the metal floor. He strained, feeling his nerves, his brain dissolving in a shuddering fire. He knew why the others had broken so soon. The current did things to you, inside.


He couldn't see what was happening. The heavy mist choked his eyes, his throat, his nostrils. The pitching of the bell was a nightmare thing. Men thrashed and struggled and cursed.


So he had killed the guards. So what. There were still the control boxes. If they didn't rush them before the oil settled, they wouldn't have a chance.


Why not give up? Let himself dissolve into the blackness he was fighting off?


A great pale shape came striding through the mist toward him. Birek. This was it, then. Well, he'd had his moment of fun. His fists came up in a bland, instinctive gesture.


Birek laughed. The current made him jerk only a little, in his thin diamond sheathe. He bunched his shoulders and reached out.


MacVickers felt himself ripped clear of the floor. In a second he was out of focus of the shocker and the pain was gone. He came nearest to fainting then, but Birek's huge hand shook him by the hair and Birek's voice shouted


"Tell 'em, little man! Tell 'em it's better to die quick, now, than go mad with fear."


"Come on!" yelled Pendleton. "Here's our chance to show we're still men. Hurry up, you sons!"


MacVickers looked at the Venusian's face. The terrible frozen fear was gone from his eyes. He wanted to die, now, quickly, fighting for vengeance.


The gray, pinched face of Loris loomed abruptly out of the fog. It was suddenly young again, and the smile was genuine. He said,


"Let's teach 'em to mind, Birek. MacVickers, I . . ." He shook his head, looking away. "You know."


"I know. Hurry up with it."


Pendleton's voice burst out of the fog, triumphantly. Janu crouched on the heaving deck, bleeding and whimpering. MacVickers yelled,


"Who's with me? We're going to take the control boxes. Who wants to be a hero?"


Birek laughed and threw him bodily up, onto the catwalk overhead. Most of the men came forward then. The three or four that were left looked at the Martian and followed.
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I


It was dark in the caves under Mercury. It was hot, and there was no sound in them but the slow plodding of Trevor's heavy boots.


Trevor had been wandering for a long time, lost in this labyrinth where no human being had ever gone before. And Trevor was an angry man. Through no fault or will of his own he was about to die, and he was not ready to die. Moreover, it seemed a wicked thing to come to his final moment here in the stifling dark, buried under alien mountains high as Everest.


He wished now that he had stayed in the valley. Hunger and thirst would have done for him just the same, but at least he would have died in the open like a man, and not like a rat trapped in a drain.


Yet there was not really much to choose between them as a decent place to die. A barren little hell-hole the valley had been, even before the quake, with nothing to draw a man there except the hope of finding sun-stones, one or two of which could transform a prospector into a plutocrat.


Trevor had found no sun-stones. The quake had brought down a whole mountain wall on his ship, leaving him with a pocket torch, a handful of food tablets, a canteen of water, and the scant clothing he stood in.


He had looked at the naked rocks, and the little river frothing green with chemical poisons, and he had gone away into the tunnels, the ancient blowholes of a cooling planet, gambling that he might find a way out of the valleys.


Mercury's Twilight Belt is cut into thousands of cliff-locked pockets, as a honeycomb is cut into cells. There is no way over the mountains, for the atmosphere is shallow, and the jagged peaks stand up into airless space. Trevor knew that only one more such pocket lay between him and the open plains. If he could get to and through that last pocket, he had thought . . .


But he knew now that he was not going to make it.


He was stripped to the skin already, in the terrible heat. When the weight of his miner's boots became too much to drag, he shed them, padding on over the rough rock with bare feet. He had nothing left now but the torch. When the light went, his last hope went with it.


After a while it went.


The utter blackness of the grave shut down. Trevor stood still, listening to the pulse of his own blood in the silence, looking at that which no man needs a light to see. Then he flung the torch away and stumbled on, driven to fight still by the terror which was greater than his weakness.


Twice he struck against the twisting walls, and fell, and struggled up again. The third time he remained on hands and knees, and crawled.


He crept on, a tiny creature entombed in the bowels of a planet. The bore grew smaller and smaller, tightening around him. From time to time he lost consciousness, and it became increasingly painful to struggle back to an awareness of the heat and the silence and the pressing rock.


After one of these periods of oblivion he began to hear a dull, steady thunder. He could no longer crawl. The bore had shrunk to a mere crack, barely large enough for him to pass through worm-like on his belly. He sensed now a deep, shuddering vibration in the rock. It grew stronger, terrifying in that enclosed space. Steam slipped wraithlike into the smothering air.


The roar and the vibration grew to an unendurable pitch. Trevor was near to strangling in the steam. He was afraid to go on, but there was no other way to go. Quite suddenly his hands went out into nothingness.


The rock at the lip of the bore must have been rotten with erosion. It gave under his weight and pitched him headfirst into a thundering rush of water that was blistering hot and going somewhere in a great hurry through the dark.


After that Trevor was not sure of anything. There was the scalding heat and the struggle to keep his head up and the terrible speed of the sub-Mercurian river racing on to its destiny. He struck rock several times, and once he held his breath for a whole eternity until the roof of the tunnel rose up again.


He was only dimly aware of a long sliding fall downward through a sudden brightness. It was much cooler. He splashed feebly, because his brain had not told his body to stop, and the water did not fight him.


His feet and hands struck solid bottom. He floundered on, and presently the water was gone. He made one attempt to rise. After that he lay still.


The great mountains leaned away from the Sun. Night came, and with it violent storm and rain. Trevor did not know it. He slept, and when he woke the savage dawn was making the high cliffs flame with white light.


Something was screaming above his head.


Aching and leaden still with exhaustion, he roused up and looked about him.


He sat on a beach of pale gray sand. At his feet were the shallows of a gray-green lake that filled a stony basin some half-mile in breadth. To his left the underground river poured out of the cliff-face, spreading into a wide, riffling fan of foam. Off to his right, the water spilled over the rim of the basin to become a river again somewhere below, and beyond the rim, veiled in mist and the shadow of a mountain wall, was a valley.


Behind him, crowding to the edge of the sand, were trees and ferns and flowers, alien in shape and color but triumphantly alive. And from what he could see of it, the broad valley was green and riotous with growth. The water was pure, the air had a good smell, and it came to Trevor that he had made it. He was going to live a while longer, after all.


Forgetting his weariness, he sprang up, and the thing that had hissed and screamed above him swooped down and passed the claw tip of a leathery wing so close to his face that it nearly gashed him. He stumbled backward, crying out, and the creature rose in a soaring spiral and swooped again.


Trevor saw a sort of flying lizard, jet black except for a saffron belly. He raised his arms to ward it off, but it did not attack him, and as it swept by he saw something that woke in him amazement, greed, and a peculiarly unpleasant chill of fear.


Around its neck the lizard-thing wore a golden collar. And set into the scaly flesh of its headâ��into the bone itself, it seemedâ��was a sun-stone. There was no mistaking that small vicious flash of radiance. Trevor had dreamed of sun-stones too long to be misled. He watched the creature rise again into the steamy sky and shivered, wondering who, or what, had set that priceless thing into the skull of a flying lizardâ��and why.


It was the why that bothered him the most. Sun-stones are not mere adornments for wealthy ladies. They are rare, radioactive crystals, having a half-life one third greater than radium, and are used exclusively in the construction of delicate electronic devices dealing with frequencies above the first octave.


Most of that relatively unexplored superspectrum was still a mystery. And the strangely jeweled and collared creature circling above him filled Trevor with a vast unease.


It was not hunting. It did not wish to kill him. But it made no move to go away.


From far down the valley, muted by distance to a solemn bell note that rolled between the cliffs, Trevor heard the booming of a great song.


A sudden desire for concealment sent him in among the trees. He worked his way along the shore of the lake. Looking up through the branches he saw the black wings lift and turn, following him.


The lizard was watching him with its bright, sharp eyes. It noted the path of his movements through the ferns and flowers, as a hawk watches a rabbit.


He reached the lip of the basin where the water poured over in a cataract several hundred feet high. Climbing around the shoulder of a rocky bastion, Trevor had his first clear look at the valley.


Much of it was still vague with mist. But it was broad and deep, with a sweep of level plain and clumps of forest, locked tight between the barrier mountains. And as he made out other details, Trevor's astonishment grew out of all measure.


The land was under cultivation. There were clusters of thatched huts among the fields, and in the distance was a rock-built city, immense and unmistakable in the burning haze of dawn.


Trevor crouched there, staring, and the winged lizard swung in lazy circles, watching, waiting, while he tried to think.


A fertile valley such as this was rare enough in itself. But to find fields and a city was beyond belief. He had seen the aboriginal tribes that haunt some of the cliff-locked worlds of the Twilight Beltâ��sub-human peoples who live precariously among the bitter rocks and boiling springs, hunting the great lizards for food. None of this was ever built by them.


Unless, in this environment, they had advanced beyond the Age of Stone . . .


The gong sounded again its deep challenging note. Trevor saw the tiny figures of mounted men, no larger than ants at that distance, come down from the city and ride out across the plain.


Relief and joy supplanted speculation in Trevor's mind. He was battered and starving, lost on an alien world, and anything remotely approaching the human and the civilized was better luck than he could have dreamed or prayed for.


Besides, there were sun-stones in this place. He looked hungrily at the head of the circling watcher, and then began to scramble down the broken outer face of the bastion.


The black wings slipped silently after him down the sky.


About a hundred feet above the valley floor he came to an overhang. There was no way past it but to jump. He clung to a bush and let himself down as far as he could, and then dropped some four or five yards to a slope of springy turf. The fall knocked the wind out of him, and as he lay gasping a chill doubt crept into his mind.


He could see the land quite clearly now, the pattern of the fields, the far-off city. Except for the group of riders, nothing stirred. The fields, the plain were empty of men, the little villages still as death. And he saw, swinging lazily above a belt of trees by the river, a second black-winged shadow, watching.


The trees were not far away. The riders were coming toward them and him. It seemed to Trevor now that the men were perhaps a party of hunters, but there was something alarming about the utter disappearance of all other life. It was as though the gong had been a warning for all to take cover while the hunt was abroad.


The sharp-eyed lizards were the hounds that went before to find and flush the game. Glancing up at the ominous sentinel above his own head, Trevor had a great desire to see what the quarry was that hid in the belt of trees.


There was no way back to the partial security of the lake basin. The overhang cut him off from that. The futility of trying to hide was apparent, but nevertheless he wormed in among some crimson ferns. The city was at his left. To the right, the fertile plain washed out into a badland of lava and shattered rock, which narrowed and vanished around a shoulder of purple basalt. This defile was still in deep shadow.


The riders were still far away. He saw them splash across a ford, toy figures making little bursts of spray.


The watcher above the trees darted suddenly downward. The quarry was breaking cover.


Trevor's suspicions crystallized into an ugly certainty. Horror-struck, he watched the bronzed, half-naked figure of a girl emerge from the brilliant undergrowth and run like an antelope toward the badland.


The flying lizard rose, swooped, and struck.


The girl flung herself aside. She carried a length of sapling bound with great thorns, and she lashed out with it at the black brute, grazed it, and ran on.


The lizard circled and came at her again from behind.


She turned. There was a moment of vicious confusion, in which the leathery wings enveloped her in a kind of dreadful cloak, and then she was running again, but less swiftly, and Trevor could see the redness of blood on her body.


And again the flying demon came.


The thing was trying to head her, turn her back toward the huntsmen. But she would not be turned. She beat with her club at the lizard, and ran, and fell, and ran again. And Trevor knew that she was beaten. The brute would have the life out of her before she reached the rocks.


Every dictate of prudence told Trevor to stay out of this. Whatever was going on was obviously the custom of the country, and none of his business. All he wanted was to get hold of one of these sun-stones and then find a way out of this valley. That was going to be trouble enough without taking on any more.


But prudence was swept away in the fury that rose in him as he saw the hawk swoop down again, with its claws outspread and hungry for the girl's tormented flesh. He sprang up, shouting to her to fight, to hang on, and went running full speed down the slope toward her.


She turned upon him a face of such wild, fierce beauty as he had never seen, the eyes dark and startled and full of a terrible determination. Then she screamed at him, in his own tongue, "Look out!"


He had forgotten his own nemesis. Black wings, claws, the lash of a scaly tail striking like a whip, and Trevor went down, rolling over and staining the turf red as he rolled.


From far off he heard the voices of the huntsmen, shrill and strident, lifted in a wild halloo.
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For some reason the assault steadied Trevor. He got to his feet and took the club out of the girl's hands, regretting the gun that was buried under a ton of rock on the other side of the mountains.


"Keep behind me," he said. "Watch my back."


She stared at him strangely, but there was no time for questions. They began to run together toward the badland. It seemed a long way off. The lizards screamed and hissed above them. Trevor hefted the club. It was about the size and weight of a baseball bat. He had once been very good at baseball.


"They're coming," said the girl.


"Lie down flat," he told her, and went on, more slowly. She dropped behind him in the grass, her fingers closing over a fragment of stone. The wide wings whistled down.


Trevor braced himself. He could see the evil eyes, yellow and bright as the golden collars, and the brilliant flash of the sun-stones against the jetty scales of the head. They were attacking together, but at different angles, so that he could not face them both.


He chose the one that was going to reach him first, and waited. He let it get close, very close, diving swiftly with its scarlet tongue forking out of its hissing mouth and its sharp claws spread. Then he swung the club with all his might.


It connected. He felt something break. The creature screamed, and then the force of its dive carried it on into him and he lost his footing in a welter of thrashing wings and floundering body. He fell, and the second lizard was on him.


The girl rose. In three long strides she reached him and flung herself upon the back of the scaly thing that ravaged him. He saw her trying to pin it to the ground, hammering methodically at its head with the stone.


He kicked off the wounded one. He had broken its neck, but it was in no hurry to die. He caught up the club and presently the second brute was dead. Trevor found it quite easy to pick up the sun-stone.


He held it in his hand, a strange, tawny, jewel-like thing, with a scrap of bone still clinging to it. It glinted with inner fires, deep and subtle, and an answering spark of wild excitement was kindled in Trevor from the very touch and feel of it, so that he forgot where he was or what he was doing, forgot everything but the eerie crystal that gleamed against his palm.


It was more than a jewel, more even than wealth, that he held there. It was hope and success and a new life.


He had thrown years away prospecting the bitter Mercurian wastes. This trip had been his last gamble, and it had ended with his ship gone, his quest finished, and nothing to look forward to even if he did get back safely, but to become one of the penniless, aging planet-drifters he'd always pitied.


Now all that was changed. This single stone would let him go back to Earth a winner and not a failure. It would pay off all the dreary, lonesome, hazardous years. It would . . .


It would do so many things if he could get out of this Godforsaken valley with it! If!


The girl had got her breath again. Now she said urgently, "Come! They're getting near!"


Trevor's senses, bemused by the sun-stone, registered only vaguely the external stimuli of sight and sound. The riders had come closer. The beasts they rode were taller and slighter than horses. They were not hoofed, but clawed. They had narrow, vicious-looking heads with spiny crests that stood up erect and arrogant. They came fast, carrying their riders lightly.


The men were still too far away to distinguish features, but even at that distance Trevor sensed something peculiar about their faces, something unnatural. They wore splendid harness, and their half-clad bodies were bronzed, but not nearly so deeply as the girl's.


The girl shook him furiously, stirring him out of his dream. "Do you want to be taken alive? Before, the beasts would have torn us apart, and that is quickly over. But we killed the hawks, don't you understand? Now they will take us alive!"


He did not understand in the least, but her obvious preference for a very nasty death instead of capture made him find reserves of strength he thought he had lost in the underground river. There was also the matter of the sun-stone. If they caught him with it they would want it back.


Clutching the precious thing he turned with the girl and ran.


The lava bed was beginning to catch the sun now. The splintered rock showed through, bleak and ugly. The badland and the defile beyond seemed like an entrance into hell, but it did offer shelter of a sort if they could make it.


The drumming of padded feet behind was loud in his ears. He glanced over his shoulder, once. He could see the faces of the huntsmen now. They were not good faces, in either feature or expression, and he saw the thing about them that he had noticed before, the unnatural thing.


In the center of each forehead, above the eyes, a sun-stone was set into flesh and bone.


First the hawk-lizards, and now these . . .


Trevor's heart contracted with an icy pang. These men were human, as human as himself, and yet they were not. They were alien and wicked and altogether terrifying, and he began to understand why the girl did not wish to come alive into their hands.


Fleet, implacable, the crested mounts with their strange riders were sweeping in upon the two who fled. The leader took from about his saddle a curved throwing stick and held it, poised. The sun-stone set in his brow flashed like a third, and evil eye.


The lava and the fangs of rock shimmered in the light. Trevor yearned toward them. The brown girl running before him seemed to shimmer also. It hurt very much to breathe. He thought he could not go any farther. But he did, and when the girl faltered he put his arm around her and steadied her on.


He continued to keep an eye out behind him. He saw the curved stick come hurtling toward him and he managed to let it go by. The others were ready now as they came within range. It seemed to Trevor that they were watching him with a peculiar intensity, as though they had recognized him as a stranger and had almost forgotten the girl in their desire to take him.


His bare feet trod on lava already growing hot under the sun. A spur of basalt reared up and made a shield against the throwing sticks. In a minute or two Trevor and the girl were hidden in a terrain of such broken roughness as the man had seldom seen. It was as though some demoniac giant had whipped the molten lava with a pudding-spoon, cracking mountains with his free hand and tossing in the pieces. He understood now why the girl had waited for daylight to make her break. To attempt this passage in the dark would be suicidal.


He listened nervously for sounds of pursuit. He could not hear any, but he remained uneasy, and when the girl flung herself down to rest, he asked,


"Shouldn't we go farther? They might still come."


She did not answer him at once, beyond a shake of the head. He realized that she was looking at him almost as intently as the riders had. It was the first chance she had had to examine him, and she was making the most of it. She noted the cut of his hair, the stubble of beard, the color and texture of his skin, the rags of his shorts that were all he had to cover him. Very carefully she noted them, and then she said in an odd slow voice, as though she were thinking of something else,


"Mounted, the Korins are afraid of nothing. But afoot, and in here, they are afraid of ambush. It has happened before. They can die, you know, just the same as we do."


Her face, for all its youth, was not the face of a girl. It was a woman who looked at Trevor, a woman who had already learned the happy, the passionate, and the bitter things, who had lived with pain and fear and knew better than to trust anyone but herself.


"You aren't one of us," she said.


"No. I came from beyond the mountains." He could not tell whether she believed him or not. "Who, or what, are the Korins?"


"The lords of Korith," she answered, and began to tear strips from the length of white linen cloth she wore twisted about her waist. "There will be time to talk later. We still have far to go. Here, this will stop the bleeding."


In silence they bound each other's wounds and started off again. If Trevor had not been so unutterably weary, and the way so hard, he would have been angry with the girl. And yet there was nothing really to be angry about except that he sensed she was somehow suspicious of him.


Many times they had to stop and rest. Once he asked her, "Why were theyâ��the Korinsâ��hunting you?"


"I was running away. Why were they hunting you?"


"Damned if I know. Accident, perhaps. I happened to be where their hawks were flying."


The girl wore a chain of iron links around her neck, a solid chain with no clasp, too small to be pulled over the head. From it hung a round tag with a word stamped on it. Trevor took the tag in his hand.


"Galt," he read. "Is that your name?"


"My name is Jen. Galt is the Korin I belong to. He led the hunt." She gave Trevor a look of fierce and challenging pride and said, as though she were revealing a secret earldom, "I am a slave."


"How long have you been in the valley, Jen? You and I are the same stock, speaking the same language. Earth stock. How does it happen, a colony of this size that no one ever heard of?"


"It's been nearly three hundred years since the Landing," she answered. "I have been told that for generations my people kept alive the hope that a ship would come from Earth and release them from the Korins. It never came. And, except by ship, there is no way in or out of the valley."


Trevor glanced at her sharply. "I found a way in, all right, and I'm beginning to wish I hadn't. And if there's no way out, where are we going?"


"I don't know myself," said Jen, and rose. "But my man came this way, and others before him."


She went on, and Trevor went with her. There was no place else to go.


The heat was unbearable, and they crept in the shadows of the rocks wherever they could. They suffered from thirst, but there was no water. The shoulder of purple basalt loomed impossibly tall before them, and seemed never to grow nearer.


For most of the day they toiled across the lava bed, and at last, when they had almost forgotten that they had ever dreamed of doing it, they rounded the shoulder and came staggering out of the badland into a narrow canyon that seemed like the scar of some cataclysmic wound in the mountain.


Rock walls, raw and riven, rose out of sight on either side, the twisted strata showing streaks of crimson and white and sullen ochre. A little stream crawled in a stony bed, and not much grew beside it.


Jen and Trevor fell by the stream. And while they were still sprawled on the moist gravel, lapping like dogs at the bitter water, men came quietly from among the rocks and stood above them, holding weapons made of stone.


Trevor got slowly to his feet. There were six of these armed men. Like the girl, they wore loin cloths of white cotton, much frayed, and like her they were burned almost black by a lifetime of exposure to a brutal sun. They were all young, knotted and sinewy from hard labor, their faces grim beyond their years. All bore upon their bodies the scars of talons. And they looked at Trevor with a cold, strange look.


They knew Jen, or most of them did. She called them gladly by name, and demanded, "Hugh. Where is Hugh?"


One of them nodded toward the farther wall. "Up there in the caves. He's all right. Who is this man, Jen?"


She turned to study Trevor.


"I don't know. They were hunting him, too. He came to help me. I couldn't have escaped without him. He killed the hawks. But . . ." She hesitated, choosing her words carefully. "He says he came from beyond the mountains. He knows of Earth and speaks our tongue. And when he killed the hawks he smashed the skull of one and took the sun-stone."


All six started at that. And the tallest of them, a young man with a face as bleak and craggy as the rocks around them, came toward Trevor.


"Why did you take the sun-stone?" he asked. His voice held an ugly edge.


Trevor stared at him. "Why the devil do you suppose? Because it's valuable."


The man held out his hand. "Give it to me."


"The hell I will!" cried Trevor furiously. He backed away, just a little, getting set.


The young man came on, and his face was dark and dangerous.


"Saul, wait!" cried Jen.


Saul didn't wait. He kept right on coming. Trevor let him get close before he swung, and he put every ounce of his strength behind the blow.


The smashing fist took Saul squarely in the belly and sent him backward, doubled up. Trevor stood with hunched shoulders, breathing hard, watching the others with feral eyes.


"What are you?" he snarled. "A bunch of thieves? All right, come on! I got that stone the hard way and I'm going to keep it!"


Big words. A big anger. And a big fear behind them. The men were around him in a ring now. There was no chance of breaking away. Even if he did he was so winded they could pull him down in minutes. The stone weighed heavy in his pocket, heavy as half a lifetime of sweat and hunger and hard work, on the rockpiles of Mercury.


Saul straightened up. His face was still gray, but he bent again and picked up a sharp-pointed implement of rock that he had dropped. Then he moved forward. And the others closed in, at the same time, quite silently.


There was a bitter taste in Trevor's mouth as he waited for them. To get his hands on a sun-stone at last, and then to lose it and probably his life too, to this crowd of savages! It was more than anybody ought to be asked to bear.


"Saul, wait!" cried Jen again, pushing in front of him. "He saved my life! You can't just . . ."


"He's a Korin. A spy."


"He can't be! There's no stone in his forehead. Not even a scar."


Saul's voice was flat and relentless. "He took a sun-stone. Only a Korin would touch one of the cursed things."


"But he says he's from outside the valley! From Earth, Saul. From Earth! Things would be different there."


Jen's insistence on that point had at least halted the men temporarily. And Trevor, looking at Saul's face, had suddenly begun to understand something.


"You think the sun-stones are evil," he said.


Saul gave him a somber glance. "They are. And the one you have is going to be destroyed. Now."


Trevor swallowed the bitter anguish that choked him, and did some fast thinking. If the sun-stones had a superstitious significance in this benighted pocket of Mercuryâ��and he could imagine why they might, with those damned unnatural hawks flying around with the equally unnatural Korinsâ��that put a different light on their attitude.


He knew just by looking at their faces that it was "give them the sun-stone or die." Dying at the hands of a bunch of wild fanatics didn't make sense. Better let them have the stone and gamble on getting it back again later. Or on getting another one. They seemed plentiful enough in the valley!


Sure, let's be sensible about it. Let's hand over a lifetime of hoping to a savage with horny palms, and not worry about it. Let's . . . Oh, hell.


"Here," he said. "All right. Take it."


It hurt. It hurt like giving up his own heart.


Saul took it without thanks. He turned and laid it on a flat surface of rock, and began to pound the glinting crystal with the heavy stone he had meant to use on Trevor's head. There was a look on his lined, young, craggy face as though he was killing a living thingâ��a thing that he feared and hated.


Trevor shivered. He knew that sun-stones were impervious to anything but atomic bombardment. But it made him a little sick, none the less, to see that priceless object being battered by a crude stone club.


"It won't break," he said. "You might as well stop."


Saul flung down his weapon so close to Trevor's bare feet that he leaped back. Then he picked up the sun-stone and hurled it as far as he could across the ravine. Trevor heard it clicking faintly as it fell, in among the rocks and rubble at the foot of the opposite cliff. He strained to mark the spot.


"You idiot!" he said to Saul. "You've thrown away a fortune. The fortune I've spent my life trying to find. What's the matter with you? Don't you have any idea at all what those things are worth?"


Saul ignored him, speaking bleakly to the others. "No man with a sun-stone is to be trusted. I say kill him."


Jen said stubbornly, "No, Saul. I owe him my life."


"But he could be a slave, a traitor, working for the Korins."


"Look at his clothes," said Jen. "Look at his skin. This morning it was white, now it's red. Did you ever see a slave that color? Or a Korin, either. Besides, did you ever see him in the valley before? There aren't as many of us as that."


"We can't take any chances," Saul said. "Not us."


"You can always kill him later. But if he is from beyond the mountains, perhaps even from Earthâ��" She said the word hesitantly, as though she did not quite believe there was such a place. "He might know some of the things we've been made to forget. He might help us. Anyway, the others have a right to their say before you kill him."


Saul shook his head. "I don't like it. Butâ��" He hesitated, scowling thoughtfully. "All right. We'll settle it up in the cave. Let's move." He said to Trevor, "You go in the middle of us. And if you try to signal anyone . . ."


"Who the devil would I signal to?" retorted Trevor angrily. "Listen, I'm sorry I ever got into your bloody valley."


But he was not sorry. Not quite.


His senses were on the alert to mark every twist and turn of the way they went, the way that would bring him back to the sun-stone. The ravine narrowed and widened and twisted, but there was only one negotiable path, and that was beside the stream bed. This went on for some distance, and then the ravine split on a tremendous cliff of bare rock that tilted up and back as though arrested in the act of falling over. The stream flowed from the left-hand fork. Saul took the other one.


They kept close watch on Trevor as he slipped and clambered and sprawled along with them. The detritus of the primeval cataclysm that had shaped this crack in the mountains lay where it had fallen, growing rougher and more dangerous with every eroding storm and cracking frost.


Above him, on both sides, the mountain tops went up and still up, beyond the shallow atmosphere. Their half-seen summits leaned and quivered like things glimpsed from under water, lit like torches by the naked blaze of the sun. There were ledges, lower down. Trevor saw men crouched upon them, among heaps of piled stones. They shouted, and Saul answered them. In this narrow throat no man could get through alive if they chose to stop him.


After a while they left the floor of the ravine and climbed a path, partly natural and partly so roughly hewn that it seemed natural. It angled steeply up the cliff-face, and at its end was a narrow hole. Saul led the way through it. In single file the others followed, and Trevor heard Jen's voice echoing in some great hollow space beyond, calling Hugh.


There was a cave inside, a very large cave with dim nooks and crannies around its edges. Shafts of sunlight pierced it here and there from cracks in the cliff-face high above, and far at the back of it, where the floor tipped sharply down, a flame burned. Trevor had seen flames like that before on Mercury, where volcanic gases blowing up through a fissure had ignited from some chance spark. It was impressive, a small bluish column twisting upward into rock-curtained distance and roaring evilly. He could feel the air rush past him as the burning pillar sucked it in.


There were people in the cave. Less than a hundred, Trevor thought, not counting a handful of children and striplings. Less than a third of those were women. They all bore the same unmistakable stamp. Hard as life must be for them in the cave, it had been harder before.


He felt his legs buckling under him with sheer weariness. He stood groggily with his back against the rough cave wall.


A stocky young man with knotted shoulder-muscles and sun-bleached hair was holding Jen in his arms. That would be Hugh. He, and the others, were shouting excitedly, asking and answering questions.


Then, one by one, they caught sight of Trevor. And gradually a silence grew and spread.


"All right," said Saul harshly, looking at Trevor. "Let's get this settled."


"You settle it," said Trevor. "I'm tired." He glared at Saul and the unfriendly staring crowd, and they seemed to rock in his vision. "I'm an Earthman. I didn't want to come into your damned valley, and I've been here a night and a day and haven't slept. I'm going to sleep."


Saul started to speak again but Jen's man, Hugh, came up and stood in front of him.


"He saved Jen's life," Hugh said. "Let him sleep."


He led Trevor away to a place at the side where there were heaps of dried vines and mountain creepers, prickly and full of dust but softer than the cave floor. Trevor managed a few vague words of thanks and was asleep before they were out of his mouth.


Hours, weeks, or perhaps it was only minutes later, a rough persistent shaking brought him to again. Faces bent over him. He saw them through a haze, and the questions they asked penetrated to him slowly, and without much meaning.


"Why did you want the sun-stone?"


"Why wouldn't I want it? I could take it back to Earth and sell it for a fortune."


"What do they do with sun-stones on Earth?"


"Build gadgets, super-electronic, to study things. Wave-lengths too short for anything else to pick up. Thought-waves, even. What do you care?"


"Do they wear sun-stones in their foreheads, on Earth?"


"No . . ." His voice trailed off, and the voices, or the dream of voices, left him.


It was still daylight when he woke, this time normally. He sat up, feeling stiff and sore but otherwise rested. Jen came to him, smiling, and thrust a chunk of what he recognized as some species of rock-lizard into his hands. He gnawed at it wolfishly while she talked, having discovered that this was not the same day, but the next one, and quite late.


"They have decided," she said, "to let you live."


"I imagine you had a lot to do with that. Thanks."


She shrugged her bare shoulders, with the raw wounds on them where the hawk-lizards had clawed her. She had that exhausted, let-down look that comes after tremendous stress, and her eyes, even while she spoke to Trevor, followed Hugh as he worked at some task around the cave.


"I couldn't have done anything if they hadn't believed your story," she told him. "They questioned you when you were too far gone to lie." He had a very dim memory of that. "They didn't understand your answers but they knew they were true ones. Also they examined your clothes. No cloth like that is woven in the valley. And the things that hold them togetherâ��" he knew she meant the zippers "â��are unknown to us. So you must have come from beyond the mountains. They want to know exactly how, and if you could get back the same way."


"No," said Trevor, and explained. "Am I free to move around, thenâ��go where I want to?"


She studied him a moment before she spoke. "You're a stranger. You don't belong with us. You could betray us to the Korins just as easily as not."


"Why would I do that? They hunted me, too."


"For sun-stones, perhaps. You're a stranger. They would take you alive. Anyway, be careful. Be very careful what you do." From outside came a cry. "Hawks! Take cover, hawks!"
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Instantly everyone in the cave fell silent. They watched the places in the cave wall where the sunlight came in, the little cracks in the cliff-face. Trevor thought of the hawk-creatures, and how they would be wheeling and slipping along the ravine, searching.


Outside, the rough rock looked all alike. He thought that in that immensity of erosions and crevices they would have a hard time finding the few tiny chinks that led into the cave. But he watched, too, tense with a feeling of danger.


No sound at all came now from the ravine. In that utter stillness, the frightened whimper of a child came with the sudden loudness of a scream. It was instantly hushed. The shafts of sunlight crept slowly up the walls. Jen seemed not to breathe. Her eyes shone, like an animal's.


A black shadow flickered across one of the sunlight bars-flickered, and then was gone. Trevor's heart turned over. He waited for it to come back, to occlude that shaft of light, to slip in along it and become a wide-winged demon with a sun-stone in its brow. For a whole eternity he waited, but it didn't come back, and then a man crept in through the entry hole and said, "They're gone."


Jen put her head down on her knees. She had begun to tremble all over, very quietly, but with spasmodic violence. Before Trevor could reach her, Hugh had her in his arms, talking to her, soothing her. She began to sob then, and Hugh glanced at Trevor across her shoulders.


"She's had a little too much."


"Yes." Trevor looked at the shafts of sunlight. "Do the hawks come very often?"


"They send them every once in a while hoping to catch us off guard. If they could find the cave they could hunt us out of it, drive us back into the valley. So far they haven't found it."


Jen was quiet now. Hugh stroked her with big awkward hands. "She told you, I guess. About yourself, I mean. You've got to be careful."


"Yes," said Trevor. "She told me." He leaned forward. "Listen, I still don't know how you people got here or what it's all about. After we got away from the Korins, Jen said something about a landing, three hundred years ago. Three hundred Earth years?"


"About that. Some of us have remembered enough to keep track."


"The first Earth colonies were being started on Mercury about then, in two or three of the bigger valleys. Mining colonies. Was this one of them?"


Hugh shook his head. "No. The story is that there was a big ship loaded with people from Earth. That's true, of course, because the ship is still here, what's left of it. And so are we. Some of the people on the ship were settlers and some were convicts."


He pronounced the word with the same hatred and scorn that always accompanied the name "Korin." Trevor said eagerly,


"They used to do that in the early days. Use convict labor in the mines. It made so much trouble they had to stop it. Were the Korins . . . !"


"They were the convicts. The big ship crashed in the valley but most of the people weren't killed. After the crash the convicts killed the men who were in charge of the ship, and made the settlers obey them. That's how it all started. And that's why we're proud we're slavesâ��because we're descended from the settlers."


Trevor could see the picture quite clearly now, the more so because it had happened before in one way or another. The emigrant ship bound for one of the colonies, driven off its course by the tremendous magnetic disturbances that still made Mercury a spaceman's nightmare.


They couldn't even have called for help or given their position. The terrible nearness of the Sun made any form of radio communication impossible. And then the convicts had broken free and killed the officers, finding themselves unexpectedly in command of a sort of paradise, with the settlers to serve them.


A fairly safe paradise, too. Mercury has an infinite number of these Twilight valleys, all looking more or less alike from space, half hidden under their shallow blankets of air, and only the few that are both accessible and unmistakable because of their size have permanent colonies. Straight up and down, by spaceship, is the only way in or out of most of them, and unless a ship should land directly on them by sheer chance, the erstwhile prisoners would be safe from discovery.


"But the sun-stones?" asked Trevor, touching his forehead.


"What about the sun-stones and the hawks? They didn't have the use of them when they landed."


"No, they came later." Hugh looked around uneasily. "Look, Trevor, it's a thing we don't talk about much. You can see why, when you think what it's done to us. And it's a thing you shouldn't talk about at all."


"But how did they get them in their heads? And why? Especially, why do they waste them on the hawks?"


Jen glanced at him somberly from the circle of Hugh's arm. "We don't know, exactly. But the hawks are the eyes and ears of the Korins. And from the time they used the first sun-stone we've had no hope of getting free from them."


The thing that had been buried in Trevor's subconscious since last night's questioning came suddenly to the surface.


"Thought-waves, that's it! Sure!" He leaned forward excitedly, and Jen told him frantically to lower his voice. "I'll be damned. They've been experimenting with sun-stones for years on Earth-ever since they were discovered, but the scientists never thought of . . ."


"Do they have the stones on Earth, too?" asked Jen, with loathing.


"No, no, only the ones that are brought from Mercury. Something about Mercury being so close to the Sun, overdose of solar radiation and the extremes of heat, cold, and pressure while the planet was being made, that formed that particular kind of crystal here. I guess that's why they're called sun-stones."


He shook his head. "So that's how they work itâ��direct mental communication between the Korins and the hawks, by means of the stones. Simple, too. Set them right in the skull, almost in contact with the brain, and you don't need all the complicated machines and senders and receivers they've been monkeying with in the labs for so long." He shivered. "I'll admit I don't like the idea, though. There's something repulsive about it."


Hugh said bitterly, "When they were only men, and convicts, we might have beaten them some day, even though they had all the weapons. But when they became the Korinsâ��" He indicated the darkling alcoves of the cave. "This is the only freedom we can ever have now."


Looking at Hugh and Jen, Trevor felt a great welling-up of pity, for them, and for all these far-removed children of Earth who were now only hunted slaves to whom this burrow in the rock meant freedom. He thought with pure hatred of the Korins who hunted them, with the uncanny hawks that were their far-ranging eyes and ears and weapons. He wished he could hit them with . . .


He caught himself up sharply. Letting his sympathies run away with him wasn't going to do anybody any good. The only thing that concerned him was to get hold of that sun-stone again and get out of this devil's pocket. He'd spent half a life hunting for a stone, and he wasn't going to let concern over perfect strangers sidetrack him now.


The first step would be getting away from the cave.


It would have to be at night. No watch was kept then on the ledges, for the hawks did not fly in darkness, and the Korins never moved without the hawks. Most of the people were busy in those brief hours of safety. The women searched for edible moss and lichens. Some of the men brought water from the stream at the canyon fork, and others, with stone clubs and crude spears, hunted the great rock-lizards that slept in the crevices, made sluggish by the cold.


Trevor waited until the fourth night, and then when Saul's water party left, he started casually out of the cave after them.


"I think I'll go down with them," he told Jen and Hugh. "I haven't been down that far since I got here."


There seemed to be no suspicion in them of his purpose. Jen said, "Stay close to the others. It's easy to get lost in the rocks."


He turned and went into the darkness after the water party. He followed them down to the fork, and it was quite easy then to slip aside among the tumbled rock and leave them, working his way slowly and silently downstream.


After several days in the dimness of the cave, he found that the star-shine gave him light enough to move by. It was hard going, even so, and by the time he reached the approximate place where Saul had tried to kill him he was bruised and cut and considerably shaken. But he picked his spot carefully, crossed the stream, and began to search.


The chill deepened. The rocks that had been hot under his hands turned cold, and the frost-rime settled lightly on them, and Trevor shivered and swore and scrambled, fighting the numbness out of his body, praying that none of the loose rubble would fall on him and crush him. He had prospected on Mercury for a long time. Otherwise he would not have lived.


He found it more easily than he could have done by day, without a detector. He saw the cold pale light of it gleaming, down among the dark broken rock where Saul had thrown it.


He picked it up.


He dandled the thing in his palm, touching it with loving finger tips. It had a certain cold repellent beauty, glimmering in the darknessâ��a freakish by-product of Mercury's birth-pangs, unique in the solar system. Its radioactivity was a type and potency harmless to living tissue, and its wonderful sensitivity had made it possible for physicists to explore at least a little into those unknown regions above the first octave.


In a gesture motivated by pure curiosity he lifted the stone and pressed it tight against the flesh between his brows. Probably it wouldn't work this way. Probably it had to be set deep into the bone . . .


It worked, oh God, it worked, and something had him, something caught him by the naked brain and would not let him go.


Trevor screamed. The thin small sound was lost in the empty dark, and he tried again, but no sound would come. Something had forbidden him to scream. Something was in there, opening out the leaves of his brain like the pages of a child's book, and it wasn't a hawk, or a Korin. It wasn't anything human or animal that he had ever known before. It was something still and lonely and remote, as alien as the mountain peaks that towered upward to the stars, and as strong, and as utterly without mercy.


Trevor's body became convulsed. Every physical instinct was driving him to run, to escape, and he could not. In his throat now there was a queer wailing whimper. He tried to drop the sun-stone. He was forbidden. Rage began to come on the heels of horror, a blind protest against the indecent invasion of his most private mind. The whimpering rose to a sort of catlike squall, an eerie and quite insane sound in the narrow gorge, and he clawed with his free hand at the one that held the sun-stone, tight against his brows.


He tore it loose.


A wrench that almost cracked his brain in two. A flicker of surprise, just before the contact broke, and then a fading flash of anger, and then nothing.


Trevor fell down. He did not quite lose consciousness, but there was an ugly sickness in him and all his bones had turned to water. It seemed a long time before he could get to his feet again. Then he stood there shaking.


There was something in this accursed valley. There was something or someone who could reach out through the sun-stones and take hold of a man's mind. It did that to the Korins and the hawks, and it had done it for a moment to him, and the horror of that alien grasp upon his brain was still screaming inside him.


"But whoâ��?" he whispered hoarsely. And then he knew that the word was wrong. "Whatâ��?"


For it was not human, it couldn't be human, whatever had held him there wasn't man or woman, brute or human. It was something else, but what it was he didn't want to know, he only wanted to get outâ��outâ��


Trevor found that he had begun to run, bruising his shins against rocks. He got a grip on himself, forcing himself to stand still. His breath was coming in great gasps.


He still had the sun-stone clenched in his sweating palm, and he had an almost irresistible desire to fling the thing away with all his strength. But even in the grip of alien horror a man could not throw away the goal of half a lifetime, and he held it, and hated it.


He told himself that whatever it was that reached through the sun-stones could not use them unless they were against the forehead, close to the brain. The thing couldn't harm him if he kept it away from his head.


A terrible thought renewed Trevor's horror. He thought of the Korins, the men who wore sun-stones set forever in their brows. Were they, always and always, in the icy, alien grip of that which had held him? And these were the masters of Jen's people?


He forced that thought away. He had to forget everything except how to get free of this place.


He started at once, still shaken. He couldn't go far before daylight, and he would have to lie up in the rocks through the day and try to make it to the valley wall the next night.


He was glad when daylight came, the first fires of sunrise kindling the peaks that went above the sky.


It was at that moment that a shadow flickered, and Trevor looked up and saw the hawks.


Many hawks. They had not seen him, they were not heeding the rocks in which he crouched. They were flying straight up the ravine, not circling or searching now but going with a sure purpose-fullness, back the way he had come.


He watched them uneasily. There were more than he had ever seen together before. But they flew on up the ravine without turning, and were gone.


"They weren't looking for me," he thought. "But . . ."


Trevor should have felt relieved, but he didn't. His uneasiness grew and grew, stemming from an inescapable conclusion.


The hawks were going to the cave. They were heading toward it in an exact line, turning neither to right nor left, and this time they were not in any doubt. They, or whoever or whatever dominated them, knew this time exactly where to find the fugitives.


"But that's impossible," Trevor tried to tell himself. "There's no way they could suddenly learn exactly where the cave is after all this time."


No way?


A thing was forcing its way up into Trevor's anxious thoughts, a realization that he did not want to look at squarely, not at all. But it would not be put down, it would not stop tormenting him, and suddenly he cried out to it, a cry of pain and guilt, "No, it couldn't be! It couldn't be through me they learned!" It fronted him relentlessly, the memory of that awful moment in the canyon when whatever had gripped him through the sun-stone had seemed to be turning over the leaves of his brain like the pages of a book.


The vast and alien mind that had gripped his in that dreadful contact had read his own brain clearly, he knew. And in Trevor's brain and memories it had found the secret of the cave. Trevor groaned in an agony of guilt.


He crawled out of his rock-heap and began to run back up the ravine, following the path the hawks had taken. There might still be time to warn them.


Stumbling, running, he passed the canyon fork. And now from above him in the canyon he heard the sounds he dreadedâ��the sounds of women screaming and men shouting hoarsely in fury and despair. Farther on, over the rocks, scrambling, slipping, gasping for breath, he came to the cave-mouth and the sight he had dreaded.


The hawks had gone into the cave and driven out the slaves. They had them in the canyon now, and they were trying to herd them together and drive them down toward the lava beds. But the slaves were fighting back.


Dark wings beat and thundered in the narrow gorge between the walls of rock. Claws struck and lashing tails cut like whips. Men struggled and floundered and trampled each other. Some died. Some of the hawks died too. But the people were being forced farther down the canyon under the relentless swooping of the hawks. Then Trevor saw Jen. She was a little way from the others. Hugh was with her. He had shoved her into a protecting hollow and was standing over her with a piece of rock in his hands, trying to beat off a hawk. Hugh was hurt badly. He was not doing well.


Trevor uttered a wild cry that voiced all the futile rage in him, and bounded over a slope toward them.


"Hugh, look out!" he yelled. The hawk had risen, and then had checked and turned, to swoop down straight at Hugh's back.


Hugh swung partly around, but not soon enough. The hawk's claws were in his body, deep. Hugh fell down.


Jen was screaming when Trevor reached them. He didn't stop to snatch up a rock. He threw himself onto the hawk that had welded itself to Hugh's back. There was a horrid slippery thrashing of wings under him, and the scaly neck of the thing was terribly strong between Trevor's hands. But not strong enough. He broke it.


It was too late. When his sight cleared, Jen was staring in a strange wild way at the man and hawk lying tangled together in the dust. When Trevor touched her she fought him a little, not as though she saw him really, not as though she saw anything but Hugh's white ribs sticking out.


"Jen, for God's sake, he's dead." Trevor tried to pull her away. "We've got to get away from here."


There might be a chance. The black hawks were driving the humans down the canyon a little below them now, and if they could make the tumbled rocks below the cliff, there was a chance.
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He had to drag Jen. Her face had gone utterly blank.


In the next minute he realized that they would never reach the rocks, and that there was no chance, none at all. Back from the winged whirl that was driving the humans, two of the hawks came darting at them.


Trevor swung Jen behind him and hoped fiercely that he could get another neck between his hands before they pulled him down.


The dark shadows flashed down. He could see the sun-stones glittering in their heads. They struck straight at him . . .


But at the last split second they swerved away.


Trevor waited. They came back again, very fast, but this time it was at Jen they struck, and not at him.


He got her behind him again in time. And once more the hawks checked their strike.


The truth dawned on Trevor. The hawks were deliberately refraining from hurting him.


"Whoever gives them their orders, the Korins or that Other, doesn't want me hurt!"


He caught up Jen in his arms and started to run again toward the rocks.


Instantly the hawks struck at Jen. He could not swing her clear in time. Blood ran from the long claw-marks they left in her smooth, tanned shoulders.


Jen cried out. Trevor hesitated. He tried again for the rocks, and Jen moaned as a swift scaly head snapped at her neck.


So that's it, Trevor thought furiously. I'm not to be hurt, but they can drive me through Jen.


And they could, too. He would never get Jen to the concealment of the rocks alive, with those two wide-winged shadows tearing at her. He had to go the way they wanted or they would leave her as they had left Hugh.


"All right!" Trevor yelled savagely at the circling demons. "Let her alone! I'll go where you want."


He turned, still carrying Jen, plodding after the other slaves who were being herded down the canyon.


All that day the black hawks drove the humans down the watercourse, around the shoulder of basalt and out onto the naked sun-seared lava bed. Some of them dropped and lay where they were, and no effort of the hawks could move them on again. Much of the time Trevor carried Jen. Part of the time he dragged her. For long vague periods he had no idea what he did.


He was in a daze in which only his hatred still was vivid, when he felt Jen pulled away from him. He struggled, and was heldâ��and he looked up to see a ring of mounted men around him. Korins on their crested beasts, the sun-stones glittering in their brows.


They looked down at Trevor, curious, speculative, hostile, their otherwise undistinguished human faces made strangely evil and other-worldly by the winking stones.


"You come with us to the city," one of them said curtly to Trevor. "That woman goes with the other slaves."


Trevor glared up at him. "Why me, to the city?"


The Korin raised his riding whip threateningly. "Do as you're ordered! Mount!"


Trevor saw that a slave had brought a saddled beast to him and was holding it, not looking either at him or the Korins.


"All right," he said. "I'll go with you."


He mounted and sat waiting, his eyes bright with the hatred that burned in him, bright as blown coals. They formed a circle around him and the leader gave a word. They galloped off toward the distant city.


Trevor must have dozed as he rode, for suddenly it was sunset, and they were approaching the city.


Seeing it as he had before, far off and with nothing to measure it against but the overtopping titan peaks, it had seemed no more than a city built of rock. Now he was close to it. Black shadows lay on it, and on the valley, but half way up the opposite mountain wall the light still blazed, reflected downward on the shallow sky, so that everything seemed to float in some curious dimension between night and day. Trevor stared, shut his eyes, and stared again.


The size was wrong.


He looked quickly at the Korins, with the eerie feeling that he might have shrunk to child-size as he slept. But they had not changedâ��at least, relative to himself. He turned back to the city, trying to force it into perspective.


It rose up starkly from the level plain. There was no gradual guttering out into suburbs, no softening down to garden villas or rows of cottages. It leaped up like a cliff and began, solemn, massive, squat, and ugly. The buildings were square, set stiffly along a square front. They were not tall. Most of them were only one story high. And yet Trevor felt dwarfed by them, as he had never felt dwarfed by the mightiest of Earth's skyscrapers. It was an unnatural feeling, and one that made him curiously afraid.


There were no walls or gateways, no roads leading in. One minute the beasts padded on the grass of the open plain. The next, their claws were clicking on a stone pave and the buildings closed them in, hulking, graceless, looking sullen and forlorn in the shadowed light. There was no sound in them anywhere, no gleaming of lamps in the black embrasures of cavernous doors. The last furious glare of the hidden sun seeped down from the high peaks and stained their upper walls, and they were oldâ��half as old, Trevor thought, as the peaks themselves.


It was the window embrasures, the doors, and the steps that led up to them that made Trevor understand suddenly what was wrong. And the latent fear that had been in him sprang to full growth. The city, and the buildings in it, the steps and the doors and the height of the windows, were perfectly in proportion, perfectly normalâ��if the people who lived there were twenty feet high.


He turned to the Korins. "You never built this place. Who built it?"


The one called Galt, who was nearest him, snarled, "Quiet, slave!"


Trevor looked at him, and at the other Korins. Something about their faces and the way they rode along the darkening empty street told him they too were afraid.


He said, "You, the Korins, the lordly demigods who ride about and send your hawks to hunt and slayâ��you're more afraid of your master than the slaves are of you!"


They turned toward him pallid faces that burned with hatred.


He remembered how that other had gripped his brain back in the canyon. He remembered how it had felt. He understood many things now.


He asked, "How does it feel to be enslaved, Korins? Not just enslaved in body, but in mind and soul?"


Galt turned like a striking snake. But the blow never fell. The upraised hand with the heavy whip suddenly checked, and then sank down again. Only the eyes of the Korin glowed with a baleful helplessness under the winking sun-stone.


Trevor laughed without humor. "It wants me alive. I guess I'm safe, then. I guess I could tell you what I think of you. You're still convicts, aren't you? After three hundred years. No wonder you hate the slaves."


Not the same convicts, of course. The sun-stones didn't give longevity. Trevor knew how the Korins propagated, stealing women from among the slaves, keeping the male children and killing the female. He laughed again.


"It isn't such a good life after all, is it, being a Korin? Even hunting and killing can't take the taste out of your mouths. No wonder you hate the others! They're enslaved, all right, but they're not owned."


They would have liked to kill him but they could not. They were forbidden. Trevor looked at them, in the last pale flicker of the afterglow. The jewels and the splendid harness, the bridles of the beasts heavy with gold, the weaponsâ��they looked foolish now, like the paper crowns and glass beads that children deck themselves with when they pretend to be kings. These were not lords and masters. These were only little men, and slaves. And the sun-stones were a badge of shame.


The cavalcade passed on. Empty streets, empty houses with windows too high for human eyes to look through and steps too tall for human legs to climb. Full dark, and the first stunning crash of thunder, the first blaze of lightning between the cliffs. The mounts were hurrying now, almost galloping to beat the lightning and the scalding rain.


They were in a great square. Around it was a stiff rectangle of houses, and these were lighted with torchlight, and in the monstrous doorways here and there a little figure stood, a Korin, watching.


In the exact center of the square was a flat low structure of stone, having no windows and but a single door.


They reined the beasts before that lightless entrance. "Get down," said Galt to Trevor. A livid reddish flaring in the sky showed Trevor the Korin's face, and it was smiling, as a wolf smiles before the kill. Then the thunder came, the downpour of rain, and he was thrust bodily into the doorway.


He stumbled over worn flagging in the utter dark, but the Korins moved sure-footedly as cats. He knew they had been here many times before, and he knew that they hated it. He could feel the hate and the fear bristling out from the bodies that were close to his, smell them in the close hot air. They didn't want to be here but they had to. They were bidden.


He would have fallen head-foremost down the sudden flight of steps if someone had not caught his arm. They were huge steps. They were forced to go down them as small children do, lowering themselves bodily from tread to tread. A furnace blast of air came up the well, but in spite of the heat Trevor felt cold. He could feel how the hard stone of the stairs had been worn into deep hollows by the passing of feet. Whose feet? And going where?


A sulphurous glow began to creep up through the darkness. They went down what seemed a very long way. The glow brightened, so that Trevor could once more make out the faces of the Korins. The heat was overpowering, but still there was a coldness around Trevor's heart.


The steps ended in a long low hall, so long that the farther end of it was lost in vaporous shadow. Trevor thought that it must have been squared out of a natural cavern, for here and there in the rocky floor small fumaroles burned and bubbled, giving off the murky light and a reek of brimstone.


Along both sides of the hall were rows of statues seated in stone chairs.


Trevor stared at them, with the skin crawling up and down his back. Statues of men and womenâ��or rather, of creatures manlike and womanlikeâ��sitting solemn and naked, their hands folded in their laps, their eyes, fashioned of dull, reddish stone, looking straight ahead, their features even and composed, with a strange sad patience clinging to the stony furrows around mouth and cheek. Statues that would be perhaps twenty feet tall if they were standing, carved by a master's chisel out of a pale substance that looked like alabaster.


Galt caught his arm. "Oh, no, you won't run away. You were laughing, remember? Come on, I want to see you laugh some more."


They forced him along between the rows of statues. Quiet statues, with a curiously ghostly look of thoughtfulnessâ��of thoughts and feelings long vanished but once there, different from those of humans, perhaps, but quite as strong. No two of them were alike, in face or body. Trevor noted among them things seldom seen in statues, a maimed limb, a deformity, or a completely nondescript face that would offer neither beauty nor ugliness for an artist to enlarge upon. Also, they seemed all to be old, though he could not have said why he thought so.


There were other halls opening off this main one. How far they went he had no means of guessing, but he could see that in them were other shadowy rows of seated figures.


Statues. Endless numbers of statues, down here in the darkness underneath the city . . .


He stopped, bracing himself against his captors, gripping the hot rock with his bare feet.


"This is a catacomb," he said. "Those aren't statues, they're bodies, dead things sitting up,"


"Come on," said Galt. "Come on, and laugh!"


They took him, and there were too many to fight. And Trevor knew that it was not them he had to fight. Something was waiting for him down in that catacomb. It had had his mind once. It wouldâ��


They were approaching the end of the long hall. The sickly light from the fumaroles showed the last of the lines of seated figures-had they died there like that, sitting up, or had they been brought here afterward? The rows on each side ended evenly, the last chairs exactly opposite each other.


But against the blank end wall was a solitary seat of stone, facing down the full gloomy length of the hall, and on it sat a manlike shape of alabaster, very still, the stony hands folded rigidly upon the stony thighs. A figure no different from the others, except . . . .


Except that the eyes were still alive.


The Korins dropped back a little. All but Galt. He stayed beside Trevor, his head bent, his mouth sullen and nervous, not looking up at all. And Trevor stared into the remote and somber eyes that were like two pieces of carnelian in that pale alabaster face, and yet were living, sentient, full of a deep and alien sorrow.


It was very silent in the catacomb. The dreadful eyes studied Trevor, and for just a moment his hatred was tempered by a strange pity as he thought what it must be like for the brain, the intelligence behind those eyes, already entombed, and knowing it.


"A long living and a long dying. The blessing and the curse of my people."


The words were soundless, spoken inside his brain. Trevor started violently. Almost he turned to flee, remembering the torture of that moment in the canyon, and then he found that while he had been staring, a force as gentle and stealthy as the gliding of a shadow had already invaded him. And he was forbidden.


"At this range I do not need the sun-stones," murmured the silent voice within him. "Once I did not need them at all. But I am old."


Trevor stared at the stony thing that watched him, and then he thought of Jen, of Hugh lying dead with a dead hawk in the dust, and the strangeness left him, and his bitter passion flared again.


"So you hate me as well as fear me, little human? You would destroy me?" There was a gentle laughter inside Trevor's mind. "I have watched generations of humans die so swiftly. And yet I am here, as I was before they came, waiting."


"You won't be here forever," snarled Trevor. "These others like you died. You will!"


"Yes. But it is a slow dying, little human. Your body chemistry is like that of the plants, the beasts, based upon carbon. Quick to grow. Quick to wither away. Ours was of another sort. We were like the mountains, cousin to them, our body cells built of silicon, even as theirs. And so our flesh endures until it grows slow and stiff with age. But even then we must wait long, very long, for death."


Something of the truth of that long waiting came to Trevor, and he felt a shuddering thankfulness for the frailty of human flesh.


"I am the last," whispered the silent voice. "For a while I had companionship of minds, but the others are all gone before me, long ago."


Trevor had a nightmare vision of Mercury, in some incalculable future eon, a frozen world taking its last plunge into the burned-out sun, bearing with it these endless rows of alabaster shapes, sitting in their chairs of stone, upright in the dead blackness underneath the ice.


He fought back to reality, clutching his hatred as a swimmer clings to a plank, his voice raw with passion and bitterness as he cried out.


"Yes, I'll destroy you if I can! What else could you expect after what you've done?"


"Oh, no, little human, you will not destroy me. You will help me."


Trevor glared. "Help you? Not if you kill me!"


"There will be no killing. You would be of no use to me dead. But alive you can serve me. That is why you were spared."


"Serve youâ��like them?" He swung to point to the waiting Korins, but the Korins were not waiting now, they were closing in on him, their hands reaching for him.


Trevor struck out at them. He had a fleeting thought of how weird this battle of his with the Korins must look, as they struck and staggered on the stone paving beneath the looming, watching thing of stone.


But even as he had that thought, the moment of struggle ended. An imperious command hit his brain, and black oblivion closed down upon him like the sudden clenching of a fist.


5


Darkness. He was lost in it, and he was not himself any more. He fled through the darkness, groping, crying out for something that was gone. And a voice answered him, a voice that he did not want to hear . . . .


Darkness. Dreams.


Dawn, high on the blazing mountains. He stood in the city, watching the light grow bright and pitiless, watching it burn on the upper walls and then slip downward into the streets, casting heavy shadows in the openings of door and window, so that the houses looked like skulls with empty eyeholes and gaping mouths. The buildings no longer seemed too big. He walked between them, and when he came to steps he climbed them easily, and the window ledges were no higher than his head. He knew these buildings. He looked at each one as he passed, naming it, remembering with a long, long memory.


The hawks came down to him, the faithful servants with the sun-stones in their brows. He stroked their pliant necks, and they hissed softly with pleasure, but their shallow minds were empty of everything but that vague sensation. He passed on through the familiar streets, and in them nothing stirred. All through the day from dawn to sunset, and in the darkness that came afterward, nothing stirred, and there was a silence among the stones.


He could not endure the city. His time was not yet, though the first subtle signs of age had touched him. But he went down into the catacombs and took his place with those others who were waiting and could still speak to him with their minds, so that he should not be quite alone with the silence.


The years went by, leaving no traces of themselves in the unchanging gloom of the mortuary halls.


One by one those last few minds were stilled until all were gone. And by that time age had chained him where he was, unable to rise and go again into the city where he had been young, the youngest of all . . . Shannach, they had named himâ��The Last.


So he waited, alone. And only one who was kin to the mountains could have borne that waiting in the place of the dead.


Then, in a burst of flame and thunder, new life came into the valley. Human life. Soft, frail, receptive life, intelligent, unprotected, possessed of violent and bewildering passions. Very carefully, taking its time, the mind of Shannach reached out and gathered them in.


Some of the men were more violent than the others. Shannach saw their emotions in patterns of scarlet against the dark of his inner mind. They had already made themselves masters, and a number of these frail sensitive brains had snapped out swiftly because of them. "These I will take for my own," thought Shannach. "Their mind-patterns are crude, but strong, and I am interested in death."


There had been a surgeon aboard the ship but he was dead. However, there was no need of a surgeon for what was about to be done. When Shannach had finished talking to the men he had chosen, telling them of the sun-stones, telling them the truth, but not all of itâ��when those men had eagerly agreed to the promise of powerâ��Shannach took complete control. And the clumsy convict hands that moved now with such exquisite skill were as much his instruments as the scalpels of the dead surgeon that they wielded, making the round incision and the delicate cutting of the bone. 


Who was the man that lay there, quiet under the knife? Who were the ones that bent above him, with the strange stones in their brows? Names. There are names and I know them. Closer, closer. I know that man who lies there with blood between his eyes . . .


Trevor screamed. Someone slapped him across the face, viciously and with intent. He screamed again, fighting, clawing, still blinded by the visions and the dark mists, and that voice that he dreaded so much spoke gently in his mind, "It's all over, Trevor. It is done."


The hard hand slapped him again, and a rough human voice said harshly, "Wake up. Wake up, damn it!"


He woke. He was in the middle of a vast room, crouched down in the attitude of a fighter, shivering, sweating, his hands outstretched and grasping nothing. He must have sprung there, half unconscious, from the tumbled pallet of skins against the wall. Galt was watching him.


"Welcome, Earthman. How does it feel to be one of the masters?"


Trevor stared at him. A burning flood of light fell in through the tall windows so high above his head, setting the sun-stone ablaze between the Korin's sullen brows. Trevor's gaze fixed on that single point of brilliance.


"Oh, yes," said Galt. "It's true."


It struck Trevor with an ugly shock that Galt's lips had not moved, and that he had made no audible sound.


"The stones give us a limited ability," Galt went on, still without speaking aloud. "Not like His, of course. But we can control the hawks, and exchange ideas between us when we want to if the range isn't too far. Naturally, our minds are open to Him any time he wants to pry."


"There's no pain," Trevor whispered, desperately trying to make the thing not be so. "My head doesn't ache."


"Of course not. He takes care of that."


Shannach? If it isn't so, how do I know that name? And that dream, that endless nightmare in the catacombs.


Galt winced. "We don't use that name. He doesn't like it." He looked at Trevor. "What's the matter, Earthman? Why so green? You were laughing once, remember? Where's your sense of humor now?"


He caught Trevor abruptly by the shoulders and turned him around so that he faced a great sheet of polished glassy substance set into the wall. A mirror for giants, reflecting the whole huge room, reflecting the small dwarfed figures of the men.


"Go on," said Galt, pushing Trevor ahead of him. "Take a look."


Trevor shook off the Korin's grasp. He moved forward by himself, close to the mirror. He set his hands against the chill surface and stared at what he saw there. And it was true.


Between his brows a sun-stone winked and glittered. And his face, the familiar, normal, not-too-bad face he had been used to all his life, was transformed into something monstrous and unnatural, a goblin mask with a third, and evil eye.


A coldness crept into his heart and bones. He backed away a little from the mirror, his hands moving blindly upward, slowly toward the stone that glistened between his brows. His mouth was twisted like a child's, and two tears rolled down his cheeks.


His fingers touched the stone. And then the anger came. He sank his nails into his forehead, clawing at the hard stone, not caring if he died after he had torn it out.


Galt watched him. His lips smiled but his eyes were hateful.


Blood ran down the sides of Trevor's nose. The sun-stone was still there. He moaned and thrust his nails in deeper, and Shannach let him go until he had produced one stab of agony that cut his head in two and nearly dropped him. Then Shannach sent in the full force of his mind. Not in anger, for he felt none, and not in cruelty, for he was no more cruel than the mountain he was kin to, but simply because it was necessary.


Trevor felt that cold and lonely power roll down on him like an avalanche. He braced himself to meet it, but it broke his defenses, crushed them, made them nothing, and moved onward against the inmost citadel of his mind.


In that reeling, darkened fortress all that was wholly Trevor crouched and clung to its armament of rage, remembering dimly that once, in a narrow canyon, it had driven back this enemy and broken free. And then some crude animal instinct far below the level of conscious thought warned him not to press the battle now, to bury his small weapon and wait, letting his last redoubt of which he was yet master go untouched and perhaps unnoticed by his captor.


Trevor let his hands drop limply and his mind go slack. The cold black tide of power paused, and then he felt it slide away, withdrawing from those threatened walls. Out of the edges of it, Shannach spoke.


"Your mind is tougher than these valley-bred Korins. They're well conditioned, but youâ��you remember that you defied me once. The contact was imperfect then. It is not imperfect now. Remember that, too, Trevor."


Trevor drew in a long, unsteady breath. He whispered, "What do you want of me?"


"Go and see the ship. Your mind tells me that it understands these things. See if it can be made to fly again."


That order took Trevor completely by surprise. "The ship! But why . . ?"


Shannach was not used to having his wishes questioned, but he answered patiently, "I have still a while to live. Several of your short generations. I have had too much of this valley, too much of these catacombs. I want to leave them."


Trevor could understand that. Having had that nightmare glimpse into Shannach's mind, he could perfectly understand. For one brief moment he was torn with pity for this trapped creature who was alone in the universe. And then he wondered, "What would you do if you could leave the valley? What would you do to another settlement of men?"


"Who knows? I have one thing left to meâ��curiosity."


"You'd take the Korins with you, and the hawks?"


"Some. They are my eyes and ears, my hands and feet. But you object, Trevor."


"What difference does that make?" said Trevor bitterly. "I'll go look at the ship."


"Come on," said Galt, taking up an armful of torches. "I'll show you the way."


They went out through the tall door into the streets between the huge square empty houses. The streets and houses that Trevor had known in his dream, remembering when there were lights and voices in them. Trevor noticed only that Galt was leading him out on the opposite side of the city, toward the part of the valley he had never visited. And then his mind reverted to something that not even the shock of his awakening could drive out of his consciousness. Jen.


A sudden panic sprang up in him. How long had it been since the darkness fell on him there in the catacomb? Long enough for almost anything to happen. He envisioned Jen being torn by hawks, of her body lying dead as Hugh's had lain, and he started to reach out for Galt, who had owned them both. But abruptly Shannach spoke to him, in that eerie silent way he was getting used to. "The woman is safe. Here, look for yourself."


His mind was taken firmly and directed into a channel completely new to him. He felt a curious small shock of contact, and suddenly he was looking down from a point somewhere in the sky at a walled paddock with a number of tiny figures in it. His own eyes would have seen them as just that, but the eyes he was using now were keen as an eagle's, though they saw no color but only black and white and the shadings in between. So he recognized one of the distant figures as Jen.


He wanted to get closer to her, much closer, and rather sulkily his point of vision began to circle down dropping lower and lower. Jen looked up. He saw the shadow of wide wings sweep across her and realized that of course he was using one of the hawks. He pulled it back so as not to frighten her, but not before he had seen her face. The frozen stoniness was gone, and in its place had come the look of a wounded tigress.


"I want her," Trevor said to Shannach.


"She belongs to Galt. I do not interfere."


Galt shrugged. "You're welcome. But keep her chained. She's too dangerous now for anything but hawk-meat."


The ship was not far beyond the city. It lay canted over on its side, just clear of a low spur jutting out from the barrier cliff. It had hit hard, and some of the main plates were buckled, but from the outside the damage did not seem irreparable, if you had the knowledge and the tools to work with. Three hundred years ago it might have been made to fly again, only those who had the knowledge and the will were dead. And the convicts wanted to stay where they were.


The tough metal of the outer skin, alloyed to resist friction that could burn up a meteor, had stood up pretty well under three centuries of Mercurian climate. It was corroded, and where the breaks were the inner shells were eaten through with rust, but the hulk still retained the semblance of a ship.


"Will it fly?" asked Shannach eagerly.


"I don't know yet," Trevor answered.


Galt lighted a torch and gave it to him. "I'll stay out here."


Trevor laughed. "How are you ever going to fly over the mountains?"


"He'll see to that when the time comes," Galt muttered. "Take the rest of these torches. It's dark in there."


Trevor climbed in through the gaping lock, moving with great caution on the tilted, rust-red decks. Inside, the ship was a shambles. Everything had been stripped out of it that could be used, leaving only bare cubicles with the enamel peeling off the walls and a moldering litter of junk.


In a locker forward of the air lock he found a number of space-suits. The fabric was rotted away, but a few of the helmets were still good and some half score of the oxygen bottles had survived, the gas still in them.


Shannach urged him on impatiently. "Get to the essentials, Trevor!"


The bridge room was still intact, though the multiple thickness of glassite in the big ports showed patterns of spidery cracks. Trevor examined the controls. He was strictly a planetary spacer, used to flying his small craft within spitting distance of the world he was prospecting, and there were a few gadgets here he didn't understand, but he could figure the board well enough.


"Not far, Trevor. Only over the mountains. I know from your mindâ��and I remember from the minds of those who died after the landingâ��that beyond the mountain wall there is a plain of dead rock, more than a hundred of your reckoning in miles, and then another ridge that seems solid but is not, and beyond that pass there is a fertile valley twenty times bigger than Korith, where Earthmen live."


"Only partly fertile, and the mines that brought the Earthmen are pretty well worked out. But a few ships still land there, and a few Earthmen still hang on."


"That is best. A small place, to begin . . ."


"To begin what?"


"Who can tell? You don't understand, Trevor. For centuries I have known exactly what I would do. There is a kind of rebirth in not knowing."


Trevor shivered and went back to studying the controls. The wiring, protected by layers of imperviplast insulation and conduit, seemed to be in fair shape. The generator room below had been knocked about, but not too badly. There were spare batteries. Corroded, yes, but if they were charged, they could hold for a while.


"Will it fly?"


"I told you I don't know yet. It would take a lot of work."


"There are many slaves to do this work."


"Yes. But without fuel it's all useless."


"See if there is fuel."


The outlines of that hidden thing in Trevor's secret mind were coming clearer now. He didn't want to see them out in the full light where Shannach could see them too. He thought hard about generators, batteries, and the hooking up of leads.


He crept among the dark bowels of the dead ship, working toward the stern. The torch made a red and smoky glare that lit up deserted wardrooms and plundered holds. One large compartment had a heavy barred and bolted door that had bent like tin in the crash. "That's where they came from," Trevor thought, "like wolves out of a trap."


In the lower holds that had taken the worst of the impact were quantifies of mining equipment and farm machinery, all smashed beyond use but formidable looking none the less, with rusty blades and teeth and queer hulking shapes. They made him think of weapons, and he let the thought grow, adorning it with pictures of men going down under whirring reapers. Shannach caught it.


"Weapons?"


"They could be used as such. But the metal in them would repair the hull."


He found the fuel bunkers. The main supply was used to the last grain of fissionable dust, but the emergency bunkers still showed some content on the mechanical gauges. Not much, but enough.
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A hard excitement began to stir in Trevor, too big to be hidden in that secret corner of his mind. He didn't try. He let it loose, and Shannach murmured.


"You are pleased. The ship will fly, and you are thinking that when you reach that other valley and are among your own people again, you will find means to destroy me. Perhaps, but we shall see."


In the smoky torchlight, looking down from a sagging catwalk above the firing chambers and the rusty sealed-in tubes, Trevor smiled. A lie could be thought as well as spoken. And Shannach, in a manner of speaking, was only human.


"I'll need help. All the help there is."


"You'll have it."


"It'll take time. Don't hurry me and don't distract me. Remember, I want to get over the mountains as bad as you do."


Shannach laughed.


Trevor got more torches and went to work in the generator room. He felt that Shannach had withdrawn from him, occupied now with rounding up the Korins and the slaves. But he did not relax his caution. The open areas of his mind were filled with thoughts of vengeance to come when he reached that other valley.


Gradually the exigencies of wrestling with antiquated and partly ruined machinery drove everything else away. That day passed, and a night, and half another day before all the leads were hooked the way he wanted them, before one creaky generator was operating on one-quarter normal output, and the best of the spare batteries were charging.


He emerged from the torchlit obscurity into the bridge, blinking mole-like in the light, and found Galt sitting there.


"He trusts you," the Korin said, "but not too far."


Trevor scowled at him. Exhaustion, excitement, and a feeling of fate had combined to put him into an unreal state where his mind operated more or less independently. A hard protective shell had formed around that last little inner fortress so that it was hidden even from himself, and he had come almost to believe that he was going to fly this ship to another valley and battle Shannach there. So he was not surprised to hear Shannach say softly in his mind,


"You might try to go away alone. I wouldn't want that, Trevor."


Trevor grunted. "I thought you controlled me so well I couldn't spit if you forbade it."


"I am dealing with much here that I don't comprehend. We were never a mechanical people. Therefore some of your thoughts, while I read them clearly, have no real meaning for me. I can handle you, Trevor, but I'm taking no chances with the ship."


"Don't worry," Trevor told him. "I can't possibly take the ship up before the hull's repaired. It would fall apart on me." That was true, and he spoke it honestly.


"Nevertheless," said Shannach, "Galt will be there, as my hands and feet, an extra guard over that object which you call a control-bank, and which your mind tells me is the key to the ship. You are forbidden to touch it until it is time to go."


Trevor heard Shannach's silent laughter.


"Treachery is implicit in your mind, Trevor. But I'll have time. Impulses come swiftly and cannot be read beforehand. But there is an interval between the impulse and the realization of it. Only a fraction of a second, perhaps, but I'll have time to stop you."


Trevor did not argue. He was shaking a little with the effort of not giving up his last pitiful individuality, of fixing his thoughts firmly on the next step toward what Shannach wanted and looking neither to the right nor to the left of it. He ran a grimy hand over his face, shrinking from the touch of the alien disfigurement in his forehead, and said sullenly,


"The holds have to be cleared. The ship won't lift that weight any more, and we need the metal for repairs." He thought again strongly of weapons. "Send the slaves."


"No," said Shannach firmly. "The Korins will do that. We won't put any potential weapons in the hands of the slaves."


Trevor allowed a wave of disappointment to cross his mind, and then he shrugged. "All right. But get them at it."


He went and stood by the wide ports looking out over the plain toward the city. The slaves were gathered at a safe distance from the ship, waiting like a herd of cattle until they should be needed. Some mounted Korins guarded them while the hawks wheeled overhead.


Coming toward the ship, moving with a resentful slowness, was a little army of Korins. Trevor could sense the group thought quite clearly. In all their lives they had never soiled their hands with labor, and they were angry that they had now to do the work of slaves.


Digging his nails into his palms, Trevor went aft to show them what to do. He couldn't keep it hidden much longer, this thing that he had so painfully concealed under layers of half-truths and deceptions. It had to come out soon, and Shannach would know.


In the smoky glare of many torches the Korins began to struggle with the rusting masses of machinery in the after holds.


"Send more down here," Trevor said to Shannach. "These things are heavy."


"They're all there now except those that guard the slaves. They cannot leave."


"All right," said Trevor. "Make them work."


He went back up along the canting decks, along the tilted passages, moving slowly at first, then swifter, swifter, his bare feet scraping on the flakes of rust, his face, with the third uncanny eye, gone white and strangely set. His mind was throwing off muddy streams of thought, confused and meaningless, desperate camouflage to hide until the last second what was underneath.


"Trevor!"


That was Shannach, alert, alarmed.


It was coming now, the purpose, out into the light. It had to come, it could not be hidden any longer. It burst up from its secret place, one strong red flare against the darkness, and Shannach saw it, and sent the full cold power of his mind to drown it out.


Trevor came into the bridge room, running.


The first black wave of power hit him, crushed him. The bridge room lengthened out into some weird dimension of delirium, with Galt waiting at the far end. Behind Galt the one small, little key that needed to be touched just once.


The towering might of Shannach beat him back, forbidding him to think, to move, to be. But down in that beleaguered part of Trevor's mind the walls still held, with the bright brand of determination burning in them.


This was the moment, the time to fight. And he dug up that armament of fury he had buried there. He let it free, shouting at the alien force, "I beat you once! I beat you!"


The deck swam under his feet. The peeling bulkheads wavered past like veils of mist. He didn't know whether he was moving or not, but he kept on while the enormous weight bore down on his quivering brain, a mountain tilting, falling, seeking to smother out the fury that was all he had to fight with.


Fury for himself, defiled and outraged. Fury for Jen, with the red scars on her shoulders. Fury for Hugh lying dead under an obscene killer, fury for all the generations of decent people who had lived and died in slavery so that Shannach's time of waiting might be lightened.


He saw Galt's face, curiously huge, close to his own. It was stricken and amazed. Trevor's bared teeth glistened.


"I beat him once," he said to the Korin.


Galt's hands were raised. There was a knife in his girdle, but he had been bidden not to use it, not to kill. Only Trevor could make the ship to fly. Galt reached out and took him but there was an un-sureness in his grip, and his mind was crying out to Shannach, "You could not make him stop! You could not!"


Trevor, who was partly merged with Shannach now, heard that cry and laughed. Something in him had burst wide open at Galt's physical touch. He had no control now, no sane thought left, but only a wild intense desire to do two things, one of which was to destroy this monster that had hold of him.


"Kill him," said Shannach suddenly. "He's mad, and no one can control an insane human."


Galt did his best to obey. But Trevor's hands were already around the Korin's throat, the fingers sinking deep into the flesh. There was a sharp snapping of bone.


He dropped the body. He could see nothing now except one tiny point of light in a reeling darkness. That single point of light had a red key in the center of it. Trevor reached out and pushed it down. That was the other thing.


For a short second nothing happened. Trevor sagged down across Galt's body. Shannach was somewhere else, crying warnings that came too late. Trevor had time to draw one harsh triumphant breath and brace himself.


The ship leaped under him. There was a dull roar, and then another, as the last fuel bunkers let go. The whole bridge room rolled and came to rest with a jarring shock that split the ports wide open, and the world was full of the shriek and crash of metal being torn and twisted and rent apart. Then it quieted. The ground stopped shaking and the deck settled under Trevor. There was silence.


Trevor crawled up the new slope of the bridge room floor, to the shattered lock and through it, into the pitiless sunlight. He could see now exactly what he had done. And it was good. It had worked. That last small measure of fuel had been enough.


The whole after part of the hulk was gone, and with it had gone all but a few of Shannach's Korins, trapped in the lower holds.


And then, in pure surprise, Shannach spoke inside Trevor's mind. "I grow old indeed! I misjudged the toughness and the secrecy of a fresh, strong mind. I was too used to my obedient Korins."


"Do you see what's happening to the last of them?" Trevor asked savagely. "Can you see?"


The last of the Korins who had been outside with the slaves seemed to have been stunned and bewildered by the collapse of their world. And with the spontaneity of a whirlwind, the slaves had risen against this last remnant of their hated masters. They had waited for a long, long time, and now the Korins and the hawks were being done to death.


"Can you see it, Shannach?"


"I can see, Trevor. Andâ��they're coming now for you!"


They were. They were coming, blood-mad against all who wore the sun-stone, and Jen was in the forefront of them, and Saul, whose hands were red.


Trevor knew that he had less than a half-minute to speak for his life. And he was aware that Shannach, still withdrawn, watched now with an edged amusement.


Trevor said harshly to Saul and all of them, "So I give you your freedom, and you want to kill me for it?"


Saul snarled, "You betrayed us in the cave, and now . . ."


"I betrayed you, but without intent. There was someone stronger than the Korins, that even you didn't know about. So how should I have known?"


Trevor talked fast, then, talking for his life, telling them about Shannach and how the Korins themselves were enslaved.


"A lie," spat Saul.


"Look for yourselves in the crypts underneath the city! But be careful."


He looked at Jen, not at Saul. After a moment Jen said slowly, "Perhaps there is a Shannach. Perhaps that's why we were never allowed in the city, so the Korins could go on pretending that they were gods."


"It's another of his lies, I tell you!"


Jen turned to him. "Go and look, Saul. We'll watch him."


Saul hesitated. Finally, he and a half-dozen others went off toward the city.


Trevor sat down on the hot, scorched grass. He was very tired, and he didn't like at all the way the withdrawn shadow of Shannach hovered just outside his mind.


The mountains leaned away from the Sun, and the shadows crawled up the lower slopes. Then Saul and the others returned.


Trevor looked up at their faces and laughed without mirth. "It's true, isn't it?"


"Yes," said Saul, and shivered. "Yes . . ."


"Did he speak to you?"


"He started to. Butâ��we ran."


And Saul suddenly cried, out of the depths of fear this time and not of hate, "We can never kill him. It's his valley. And oh God, we're trapped in here with him, we can't get out."


"We can get out," said Trevor.
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Saul stared at him sickly. "There's no way over the mountains. There isn't even air up there."


"There's a way. I found it in the ship."


Trevor stood up, speaking with a sudden harshness. "Not a way for us all, not now, but if three or four of us go, one may live to make it. And he could bring back men with ships for the others."


He looked at Saul. "Will you try it with me?"


The gaunt man said hoarsely, "I still don't trust you, Trevor! But anythingâ��anything, to get away from that . . ."


"I'll go too," Jen said suddenly. "I'm as strong as Saul."


That was true, and Trevor knew it. He stared at her for a long minute, but he could not read her face.


Saul shrugged. "All right."


"But it's all craziness," murmured a voice. "You can't breathe up there on the ridges. There's no air!"


Trevor climbed painfully into what was left of the twisted wreck, and brought out the helmets and oxygen bottles that had survived for just this purpose.


"We'll breathe," he said. "These-" He tried for a word that would explain to them, "â��these containers hold an essence of air. We can take them with us and breathe."


"But the cold?"


"You have tanned skins, haven't you? And gums? I can show you how to make us protective garments. Unless you'd rather stay here with Shannach."


Saul shivered a little. "No, we'll try it."


In all the hours that followedâ��while the women of the slaves worked with soft tanned skins and resinous gums, while Trevor labored over the clumsy helmets they must haveâ��in all that time, Shannach was silent.


Silent, but not gone. Trevor felt that shadow on his mind, he knew that Shannach was watching. Yet the Last One made no attempt upon him.


The slaves watched him, too. He saw the fear and hatred still in their eyes as they looked at the sun-stone between his brows.


And Jen watched him, and said nothing, and he could read nothing at all in her face. Was she thinking of Hugh and how the hawks had come?


By mid-afternoon they were ready. They started climbing slowly, toward the passes that went up beyond the sky. He and Saul and Jen were three grotesque and shapeless figures, in the three-layered garments of skin that were crudely sealed with gum, and the clumsy helmets that were padded out with cloth because there was no collar-rest to hold them. Their faces were wrapped close, and they held the ends of the oxygen tubes in their mouths because no amount of ingenuity could make the helmets space-tight.


The evening shadow flowed upward from the valley floor as they climbed, and the men who had come to help them dropped back. These three went on, with Saul leading the way and Trevor last.


And still Shannach had not spoken.


The atmosphere slipped behind them. They were climbing into space now, tiny creatures clambering up an infinity of virgin rock, in the utter black between the blazing peaks above and the flaring lightning's of the evening storm below.


Up and up toward the pass, toiling forward painfully with each other's help where no man could have made it alone, through a numbing and awful cold and silence. Three clumsy, dragging figures, up here above the sky itself, walking in the awfulness of infinity, where the rocks their feet dislodged rushed away as noiseless as a dream, where there was no sound, no light, no time.


Trevor knew they must have reached the pass, for on both sides now there rose up slopes that had never been touched by wind or rain or living root. He staggered on, and presently the ground began to drop and the way was easier. They had passed the crest. And the oxygen was almost gone.


Downward now, stumbling, slipping, sliding, yearning toward the air below. And they were on the other side of the mountain, above the plain of rock that led to . . .


And then, at last, Shannachâ��laughed.


"Clever," he said. "Oh, very clever, to escape without a ship! But you will come back, with a ship, and you will take me to the outside world. And I will reward you greatly."


"No," said Trevor, in his mind. "No, Shannach. If we make it, the sun-stone comes out, and we'll come back for the slaves, not for you!"


"No, Trevor." The gentle finality of that denial was coldly frightening. "You are mine now. You surprised and tricked me once, but I know the trick now. Your whole mind is open to me. You cannot withstand me ever again."


It was cold, cold in the darkness below the pass, and the chill went deep into Trevor's soul and froze it.


Saul and Jen were below him now, stumbling down along the rock-strewn lip of a chasm, into the thin high reaches of the air, into sound and life again. He saw them tear away their helmets. He followed them, pulling off his own, gasping the frigid breath into his starved lungs. Shannach said softly,


"We do not need them any longer. They would be a danger when you reach other men. Dispose of them, Trevor."


Trevor started a raging refusal, and then his mind was gripped as by a great hand, shaken and turned and changed. And his fury flowed away into blankness.


But of course, he thought. There are many boulders, and I can topple them into the chasm so easily . . .


He started toward a jagged stone mass, one that would quite neatly brush the two clumsy figures below him into the abyss.


"That is the way, Trevor! But quicklyâ��!"


Trevor knew that Shannach had spoken truth, and that this time he was conquered.


"No, I won't!" he cried to himself, but it was only a weak echo from a fading will-power, a dying self.


"You will, Trevor! And now! They suspect."


Saul and Jen had turned. Trevor's face, open now to the numbing cold which he could scarcely feel, must have told them everything. They started scrambling back up toward him. Only a short distance, but they would be too late.


Trevor shrieked thinly, "Look outâ��Shannach . . . !"


He had his hands on it now, on the boulder he must roll to crush them.


But there was another way! He was Shannach's while he lived, but there was a way to avoid again betraying Jen's people, and that way was to live no longer.


He used the last of his dying will to pitch himself toward the brink of the chasm. Hundreds of feet below a man could lie quiet on the rocks through all eternity.


"Trevor, no! No!"


Shannach's powerful command halted him as he swayed on the very edge. And then Jen's arms caught him from behind.


He heard Saul's voice crying, thin and harsh in that upper air, "Push him over! He's a Korin. You saw his face!"


Jen answered, "No! He tried to kill himself for us!"


"But Shannach has him!" Saul cried out.


Shannach had him, indeed, stamping down that final flicker of Trevor's revolt, fiercely commanding him.


"Slay the woman and the man!"


Trevor tried to. He was all Shannach's now. He tried earnestly and with all his strength to kill them, but both the woman and the man had hold of him now. They were too strong for him, and he could not obey the Last One as he wanted to.


"Tie his arms!" Jen was shouting. "We can take him, and he can't do us any harm!"


The anger of Shannach flooded through Trevor, and he raged and struggled, and it was useless. Strips of hide secured his arms and they were dragging him on down out of the mountains, and he could not obey. He could not!


And then he felt the anger of Shannach ebb away into a terrible hopelessness. Trevor felt his own consciousness going, and he went into the darkness bearing in his mind the echo of that last bitter cry,


"I am oldâ��too old . . ."
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Trevor awakened slowly, rising above the dark sea of oblivion only to sink again, conscious in those brief intervals that he lay in a bed and that his head ached.


There came a time when he rose, not to sink again. After a while his eyes opened, and he saw a metal ceiling.


"We made it," he said.


"Yes, you made it," said a friendly voice. "This is Solar City. You've been here quite a while."


Trevor turned his head to the voice, to the white-jacketed doctor beside his bed. But he didn't see the man or the room. Not at first. He saw only, upon the bedside table in a tray, a tawny eye that winked and glittered at him.


A sun-stone.


His hand started to rise weakly to his face. The doctor forestalled him.


"Don't bother. It's out. And a delicate job getting it out, it was. You'll have a headache for a while, but anyone would take a headache for a sun-stone!"


Trevor didn't answer that. He said suddenly, "Jenâ��and Saul . . . ?"


"They're here. Pretty odd folk they are, too. Won't talk to any of us. You're all a blazing mystery, you know."


He went away. When he came back, Jen and Saul were with him. They wore modern synthecloth garments now. Jen looked as incongruous in hers as a leopardess in a silk dress.


She saw the smile in his eyes and cried, "Don't laugh at meâ��ever!"


It occurred to Trevor that civilizing her would take a long time. He doubted if it would ever be done. And he was glad of that.


She stood looking gravely down at him and then said, "They say you can get up tomorrow."


"That's good," said Trevor.


"You'll have to be careful for a while."


"Yes. I'll be careful."


They said no more than that, but in her steady, grave gaze Trevor read that Hugh and the hawks were forgiven, not forgotten but forgiven, that they two had touched each other and would not let go again.


Saul cried anxiously, "Days we've waited! When can we go back to the valley with a ship for the others?"


Trevor turned to the curiously watching doctor. "Can I charter a ship here?"


"A man with a sun-stone can get almost anything he wants, Trevor! I'll see about it."


The chartered ship that took them back to the valley had a minimum crew, and two mining technicians Trevor had hired. They set down outside the ancient city, and the slaves came surging toward them, half in eagerness, half in awe of this embodiment of misty legend.


Trevor had told Saul what to do. Out up the valley, in the skulls of slain Korins, were sun-stones worth many fortunes. They were going out with the slaves.


"But they're evilâ��evil!" Saul had cried.


"Not in the outside worlds," Trevor told him. "You people are going to need a start somewhere."


When that was done, when they were all in the ship, Trevor nodded to the two mining technicians.


"Now," he said. "The entrance to the catacomb is right over there,"


The two went away, carrying their bulky burden slung between them. Presently they came back again without it.


Trevor took his sun-stone from his pocket. Jen clutched his arm and cried, "No!"


"There's no danger now," he said. "He hasn't time enough left to do anything with me. Andâ��I feel somehow that I should tell himâ��"


He put the sun-stone to his brow, and in his mind he cried,


"Shannach!"


And into his mind came the cold, tremendous presence of the Last One. In an instant it had read Trevor's thoughts.


"So this is the end, Trevor?"


"Yes," Trevor said steadily. "The end."


He was braced for the wild reaction of alarm and passion, the attempt to seize his mind, to avert doom.


It didn't come. Instead, from the Last One, came a stunning pulse of gladness, of mounting joy.


"Whyâ��why, you want me to do this?" Trevor cried.


"Yes, Trevor! Yes! I had thought that the centuries of waiting for death would be long yet, and lonely. But this, this will free me now!"


Dazed by surprise, Trevor slowly made a gesture, and their ship throbbed upward into the sky. Another gesture, and the technician beside him reached toward the key of the radio-detonator.


In that moment he felt the mind of Shannach crying out as in a vast, mingled music, a glad chorus of release against chords of cosmic sorrow for all that had been and would never be again, for the greatest and oldest of races that was ending.


The receding city below erupted flame and rock around the catacomb mouth as the key was pressed.


And the song of Shannach ebbed into silence, as the last of the children of mountains went forever into night.


THE END


http://www.archive.org/details/Shannach-TheLast
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Published in Analog Magazine, April 2006


"There's a place, they say, where sailors go when their last voyage ends, when their ships come apart among the drifting reefs of an asteroid belt or vanish in the great dark between the stars that light worlds. A place where the engines never falter and the hull never cracks, where particle storms never rage in sudden fury that pierces shielding to shred the workings of machines and men and leave lifeless wrecks in their wake. A place where every sailor has a safe posting and a fair wage and every Captain sees a decent profit from a hard run. A place where the bars are cheap and honest, the planet-tied greet sailors with open hands and hearts, and every ship finds welcome and a safe berth."


and the author says: 


"MilSciFi: "If you had a chance to write one  story just because you wanted to, and didn't have to worry about if it would  sell or not, what would it be about?


Hemry: "Actually, I ended up writing that story, and it did end up eventually selling.  LADY BE GOOD, an old-fashioned tale of a tramp freighter in space which is about choices and chances."


MilSciFi: "What is your favorite story you  have ever written and why?"


Hemry: "LADY BE GOOD.  It felt like Leigh Brackett was standing beside me as I wrote, telling me what to say.""


http://www.milscifi.com/files/inter-JGH-BTH.htm
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A story very much in the Brackett style.


BRIDE OF THE DARK ONE


By FLORENCE VERBELL BROWN


The outcasts; the hunted of all the brighter worlds, crowded onto Yaroto. But even here was there salvation for Ransome, the jinx-scarred acolyte, when tonight was the night of Bani-tai ... the night of expiation by the photo-memoried priests of dark Darion?
   he last light in the Galaxy was a torch. High in the rafters of Mytor's Cafe Yaroto it burned, and its red glare illuminated a gallery of the damned. Hands that were never far from blaster or knife; eyes that picked a hundred private hells out of the swirling smoke where a woman danced.


She was good to look at, moving in time to the savage rhythm of the music. The single garment she wore bared her supple body, and thighs and breasts and a cloud of dark hair wove a pattern of desire in the close room.


Fat Mytor watched, and his little crafty eyes gleamed. The Earth-girl danced like a she-devil tonight. The tables were crowded with the outcast and the hunted of all the brighter worlds. The woman's warm body, moving in the torchlight, would stir memories that men had thought they left light years behind. Gold coins would shower into Mytor's palm for bad wine, for stupor and forgetfulness.


Mytor sipped his imported amber kali, and the black eyes moved with seeming casualness, penetrating the deep shadows where the tables were, resting briefly on each drunken, greedy or fear-ridden face.


It was an old process with Mytor, nearly automatic. A glance told him enough, the state of a man's mind and senses and wallet. This trembling wreck, staring at the woman and nursing a glass of the cheapest green Yarotian wine, had spent his last silver. Mytor would have him thrown out. Another, head down and muttering over a tumbler of raw whiskey, would pass out before the night was over, and wake in an alley blocks away, with his gold in Mytor's pocket. A third wanted a woman, and Mytor knew what kind of a woman.


When the dance was nearly over Mytor heaved out of his chair, drew the rich folds of his native Venusian tarab about his bulk, and padded softly to a corner of the room, where the shadows lay deepest. Smiling, he rested a moist, jeweled paw on the table at which Ransome, the Earthman, sat alone.


Blue eyes looked up coldly out of a weary, lean face. The voice was bored.


"I've paid for my bottle and I have nothing left for you to steal. We have nothing in common, no business together. Now, if you don't mind, you're in my line of vision, and I'd like to watch the finish of the dance."


The fat Venusian's smile only broadened.


"May I sit down, Mr. Ransome?" he persisted. "Here, out of your line of vision?"


"The chair belongs to you," Ransome observed flatly.


"Thank you."


Covertly, as he had done for hours now, Mytor studied the gaunt, pale Earthman in the worn space harness. Ransome had apparently dismissed the Venusian renegade already, and his cold blue eyes followed the woman's every movement with fixed intensity.


The music swept on toward its climax and the woman's body was a storm of golden flesh and tossing black hair. Mytor saw the Earthman's pale lips twist in the faint suggestion of a bitter smile, saw the long fingers tighten around the glass.


Every man had his price on Yaroto, and Ransome would not be the first Mytor had bought with a woman. For a moment, Mytor watched the desire brighten in Ransome's eyes, studied the smile that some men wear on the way to death, in the last moment when life is most precious.
   n this moment Ransome was for sale. And Mytor had a proposition.


"You were not surprised that I knew your name, Mr. Ransome?"


"Let's say that I wasn't interested."


Mytor flushed but Ransome was looking past him at the woman. The Venusian wiped his forehead with a soiled handkerchief, drummed fat fingers on the table for a moment, tried a different tack.


"Her name is Irene. She's lovely, isn't she, Mr. Ransome? Surely the inner worlds showed you nothing like her. The eyes, the red mouth, the breasts likeâ��"


"Shut up," Ransome grated, and the glass shattered between his clenched fingers.


"Very well, Mr. Ransome." Whiskey trickled from the edge of the table in slow, thick drops, staining Mytor's white tarab. Ice was in the Venusian's voice. "Get out of my placeâ��now. Leave the whiskey, and the woman. I have no traffic with fools."


Ransome sighed.


"I've told you, Mytor that you're wasting your time. But make your pitch, if you must."


"Ah, Mr. Ransome, you do not care to go out into the starless night. Perhaps there are those who wait for you, eh? With very long knives?"


Reflex brought Ransome's hand up in a lightning arc to the blaster bolstered under his arm, but Mytor's damp hand was on his wrist, and Mytor's purr was in his ear, the words coming quickly.


"You would die where you sit, you fool. You would not live even to know the sharpness of the long knives, the sacred knives of Darion, with the incantations inscribed upon their blades against blasphemers of the Temple."


Ransome shuddered and was silent. He saw Mytor's guards, vigilant in the shadows, and his hand fell away from the blaster.


When the dance was ended, and the blood was running hot and strong in him, he turned to face Mytor. His voice was impatient now, but his meaning was shrouded in irony.


"Are you trying to sell me a lucky charm, Mytor?"


The Venusian laughed.


"Would you call a space ship a lucky charm, Mr. Ransome?"


"No," Ransome said grimly. "If it were berthed across the street I'd be dead before I got halfway to it."


"Not if I provided you with a guard of my men."


"Maybe not. But I wouldn't have picked you for a philanthropist, Mytor."


"There are no philanthropists on Yaroto, Mr. Ransome. I offer you escape, it is true; you will have guessed that I expect some service in return."


"Get to the point." Ransome's eyes were weary now that the woman's dancing no longer held them. And there was little hope in his voice.


A man can put off a date across ten years, and across a hundred worlds, and there can be whiskey and women to dance for him. But there was a ship with burned-out jets lying in the desert outside this crumbling city, and it was the night of Bani-tai, the night of expiation in distant Darion, and Ransome knew that for him, this was the last world.


After tonight the priests would proclaim the start of a new Cycle, and the old debts, if still unpaid, would be canceled forever.


Ransome shrugged, a hopeless gesture. Enough of the cult of the Dark One lingered in the very stuff of his nerves and brain to tell him that the will of the Temple would be done.


But Mytor was speaking again, and Ransome listened in spite of himself.


"All the scum of the Galaxy wash up on Yaroto at last," the fat Venusian said. "That is why you and I are here, Mr. Ransome. It is also why a certain pirate landed his ship on the desert out there three days ago. Callisto Queen, the ship's name is, though it has borne a dozen others. Cargoâ��Jovian silks and dyestuffs from the moons of Mars, narco-vin from the system of Alpha Centauri."


Mytor paused, put the tips of fat fingers together, and looked hard at Ransome.


"Is all of that supposed to mean something to me?" Ransome asked. A waiter had brought over a glass to replace the broken one, and he poured a drink for himself, not inviting Mytor. "It doesn't."


"It suggests a course, nothing more. In toward Sol, out to Yaroto by way of Alpha Centauri. Do you follow the courses of pirate ships, Mr. Ransome?"


"One," Ransome said savagely. "I've lost track of her."


"Perhaps you know the Callisto Queen better under her former name, then."


Again Ransome's hand moved toward the blaster, and this time Mytor made no attempt to stop him. Ransome's thin lips tightened with some powerful emotion, and he half rose to look hard at Mytor.


"The name of the ship?"


"Her captain used to call her Hawk of Darion."


Ransome understood. Hawk of Darion, hell ship driving through black space under the command of a man he had once sworn to kill. Eight years rolled back and he saw them together, laughing at him: the Earthman-captain and the woman who had been Ransome's.


"Captain Jareth," Ransome said slowly. "Hereâ��on Yaroto."


The Venusian nodded, pushing the bottle toward Ransome. The Earthman ignored the gesture.


"Is the woman with him?"


Mytor smiled his feline smile. "You would like to see her blood run under the knives of the priests, no?"


"No."


Ransome meant it. Somewhere, in the years of flight, he had lost his love for the blonde, red-lipped Dura-ki, and with it had gone his bitter hatred and his desire for revenge.


He jerked his mind back to the present, to Mytor.


"And if I told you that it must be her life or yours?" Mytor was asking him.


Ransome's eyes widened. He sensed that Mytor's last question was not, an idle one. He leaned forward and asked:


"How do you fit into this at all, Mytor?"


"Easily. Once, ten years ago, you and the woman now aboard the Hawk of Darion blasphemed together against the Temple of the Dark One, in Darion."


"Go on," Ransome said.


"When you landed here this afternoon the avenging priests were not far behind you."


"How did youâ��"


"I have many contacts," Mytor purred. "I find them invaluable. But you are growing impatient, Mr. Ransome. I will be brief. I have contracted with the priests of Darion to deliver you to them tonight for a considerable sum."


"How did you know you would find me?"


"I was given your description." He made a gesture that took in all the occupants of the torch-lit room. "So many of the hunted, and the haunted, come here to forget for an hour the things that pursue them. I was expecting you, Mr. Ransome."


"If there is a large sum of money involved, I'm sure you'll make every effort to carry out your part of the bargain," Ransome observed ironically.


"I am a businessman, it is true. But in my dealings with the master of the Hawk of Darion I have seen the woman and I have heard stories. It occurred to me that the priests would pay much more for the woman than they would for you, and it seemed to me that a message from you might coax her off the ship. After all, when one has been in loveâ��"


"That's enough." Ransome had risen to his feet. "I wonder if I could kill you before your guards got to me."


"Are you then so in love with death, Ransome?" The Venusian spoke quickly. "Don't be a fool. It is a small thing, a woman's lifeâ��a woman who has betrayed you."


Ransome stood silent, his arm halfway to his blaster. The woman had begun to dance again in the red glare of the torch.


"There will be other women," the Venusian was murmuring. "The woman who dances now, I will give her to you, to take with you in your new ship."


Ransome looked slowly from the glowing body of the woman to the guards around the walls, down into Mytor's confident face. His arm dropped away from the blaster.


"Any manâ��for a price." The Venusian's murmur was lost in the blare of the music. Ransome had eased his lean body back into the chair.
   he night air was cold against Ransome's cheek when he went out an hour later, surrounded by Mytor's men. Yaroto's greenish moon was overhead now, but its pale light did not help him to see more clearly. It only made shadows in every doorway and twisting alley.


Mytor's car was only a few feet away but before he could reach it he was shoved aside by one of the Venusian's guards. At the same moment the night flamed with the blue-yellow glare from a dozen blasters. Ransome raised his own weapon, staring into the shadows, seeking his attackers.


"That's our job. Get in," said one of the guards, wrenching open the car door.


Then the firing was over as suddenly as it had begun. The guards clustered at the opening of an alley down the street. Mytor's driver sat impassively in the front seat.


When the guards returned one of them thrust something at Ransome, something hard and cold. He glanced at it. A long knife.


There was no need to read the inscription on the hilt. He knew it by heart.


"Death to him who defileth the Bed of the Dark One. Life to the Temple and City of Darion."


Once Ransome would have pocketed the knife as a kind of grim keepsake. Now he only let it fall to the floor.


In the brief, ghostly duel just over he had neither seen nor heard his attackers. That added, somehow, to the horror of the thing.


He shrugged off the thought, turning his mind to the details of the plan by which he would save his life.


It was quite simple. Ransome had been in space long enough to know where the crewmen went on a strange world. Half an hour later he sat with a gunner from the Hawk of Darion, in one of the gaudy pleasure houses clustered on the fringe of the city near the spaceport and the desert beyond.


"Will you take the note to the Captain's woman?"


The man squirmed, avoiding Ransome's ice-blue stare.


"Captain killed the last man who looked at his woman," the gunner muttered sullenly. "Flogged him to death."


"I'm not asking you to look at her," Ransome reminded him.


The gunner sat looking at the stack of Mytor's money piled on the table before him. A woman drifted over.


"Go away," Ransome said, without raising his eyes. He added another bill to the stack.


"Let me see the note before I take it," the gunner demanded.


"It would mean nothing to you." Ransome pushed a half-empty bottle toward the man, poured him out another drink.


The man's hands were trembling with inner conflict as he measured the killing lash against the stack of yellow Yarotian kiroons, and the pleasures it would buy him. He drank, dribbling a little of the wine down his grimy chin, and then returned to the subject of seeing the note, with drunken persistence.


"I got to see it first."


"It's in a language you wouldn'tâ��"


"Let him see it," a new voice cut in. "Translate it for him, Mr. Ransome."
   t was a woman's voice, cold and contemptuous. Ransome looked up quickly, and at first he didn't recognize her. The gunner never took his eyes from the stack of kiroons on the table.


"Let him see how a man murders a woman to save his own neck."


"You're supposed to be dancing at Mytor's place," Ransome said. "That's your business; this is mine."


He closed his hand over the gunner's wrist as the man reached convulsively for the money, menaced now by the angry woman.


"Half now, the rest later." Ransome's eyes burned into the crewman's. The latter looked away. Ransome tightened his grip, and pain contorted the gunner's features.


"Look at me," Ransome said. "If you cross me you'll wish you could die by flogging."


The woman Mytor had called Irene was still standing by the table when the gunner had left with the note and his money.


"Aren't you going to ask me to sit down?"


"Certainly. Sit down."


"I'd like a drink."


She sipped her wine in silence and Ransome studied her by the flickering light of the candle burning on the table between them.


She wore a simple street dress now, in contrast to the gaudy, revealing garments of the pleasure house women. The beauty of her soft, unpainted lips, her golden skin and wide-set green eyes was more striking now, seen at close range, than it had been in the smoky cavern of Mytor's place.


"What are you thinking now, Ransome?"


The question was unexpected, and Ransome answered without forethought: "The Temple."


"You studied for the priesthood of the Dark One yourself."


"Did Mytor tell you that?"


Irene nodded. The candlelight gave luster to her dark hair and revealed the contours of her high, firm breasts.


Ransome's pulse speeded up just looking at her. Then he saw that she was regarding him as if he were something crawling in damp stone, and there was bitterness in him.


"There are things that even Mytor doesn't know, even omniscient Mytorâ��"


He checked himself.


"Well?"


"Nothing."


"You were going to tell me about how you are really a very honorable man. Why don't you? You have an hour before it will be time to betray the woman from the Hawk of Darion."


Ransome shrugged, and his voice returned her mockery.


"If I told you that I had been an acolyte in the Temple of the Dark One, and that I was condemned to death for blasphemy, committed for love of a woman, would you like me better?"


"I might."


"Ten years ago," Ransome said. He talked, and the mighty walls of the Temple reared themselves around his mind, and the music of the pleasure house became the chanting of the priests at the high altar.
   e stood at the rear of the great Temple, and he had the tonsure and the black robes, and his name was not Ransome, but Ra-sed.


He had almost forgotten his Terran name. Forgotten, too, were his parents, and the laboratory ship that had been his home until the crash landing that had left him an orphan and Ward of the Temple.


Red candles burned before the high altar, but terror began just beyond their flickering light. It was dark where Ra-sed stood, and he could hear the cries of the people in the courtyard outside, and feel the trembling of the pillars, the very pillars of the Temple, and the groaning of stone on massive stone in the great, shadowed arches overhead. Above all, the chanting before the altar of the Dark One, rising, rising toward hysteria.


And then, like a knife in the darkness, the scream, and the straining to see which of the maidens the sacred lots cast before the altar had chosen; and the sudden, sick knowledge that it was Dura-ki. Dura-ki, of the soft golden hair and bright lips.


In stunned silence, Ra-sed, acolyte, listened to the bridal chant of the priests; the ancient words of the Dedication to the Dark One.


The chant told of the forty times forty flights of onyx steps leading downward behind the great altar to the dwelling place of the Dark One and of the forty terrible beasts couched in the pit to guard His slumber.


In the beginning, Dalir, the Sire, God of the Mists, had gone down wrapped in a sea fog, and had stolen the Sacred Fire while the Dark One slept. All life in Darion had come from Dalir's mystic union with the Sacred Fire.


Centuries passed before a winter of bitter frosts came, and the Dark One awakened cold in His dwelling place and found the Sacred Fire stolen. His wrath moved beneath the city then, and Darion crashed in shattered ruin and death.


Those who were left had hurled a maiden screaming into the greatest of the clefts in the earth, that the bed of the Idol might be warmed by an ember of the stolen Fire. Later, they had raised His awful Temple on the spot.


So it had been, almost from the beginning. When the pillars of the Temple shook, a maiden was chosen by the Sacred Lots to go down as a bride to the Dark One, lest He destroy the city and the people.


The chant had come to an end. The legend had been told once more.


They led her forth thenâ��Dura-ki, the chosen one. Shod in golden sandals, and wearing the crimson robe of the ritual, she moved out of Ra-sed's sight, behind the high altar. No acolyte was permitted to approach that place.


The chanting was a thing of wild delirium now, and Ra-set placed a cold hand to steady himself against a trembling pillar. He heard the drawing of the ancient bolts, the booming echo as the great stone was drawn aside, and he closed his eyes, as though that could shut out the vision of the monstrous pit.


But his ears he could not close, and he heard the scream of Dura-ki, his own betrothed, as they threw her to the Idol.
   t the table in the Yarotian pleasure house, Ransome's thin lips were pale. He swallowed his drink.


The woman opposite him was nearly forgotten now, and when he went on, it was for himself, to rid himself of things that had haunted him down all the bleak worlds to his final night of betrayal and death. His eyes were empty, fixed on another life. He did not see the change that crossed Irene's face, did not see the cold contempt fade away, to be replaced slowly with understanding. She leaned forward, lips slightly parted, to hear the end of his story.


For the love of golden-haired Dura-ki, the acolyte, Ra-sed, had gone down into the pit of the Dark one, where no mortal had gone before, except as a sacrifice.


He had hidden himself in the gloom of the pillars when the others left in chanting procession after the ceremony. Now he was wrenching at the rusted bolts that held the stone in place. It seemed to him that the rumbling grew in the earth beneath his feet and in the blackness of the vaulting overhead. Terror was in him, for his blasphemy would bring death to Darion. But the vision of Dura-ki was in him too, giving strength to tortured muscles. The bolts came away with a metallic screech, piercing against the mutter of shifting stone.


He was turning to the heavy ring set in the stone when he caught a glimmer of reflected light in an idol's eye. Swiftly he crouched behind the great stone, waiting.


The priests came, two of them, bearing torches. Knives flashed as Ra-sed sprang, but he wrenched the blade from the hand of the first, buried it in the throat of the second. The man fell with a cry, but a stunning blow from behind sent Ra-sed sprawling across the fallen body. The other priest was on him, choking out his life.


The last torch fell; and Ra-sed twisted savagely, lashed out blindly with the long knife. There was a sound of rending cloth, a muttered curse in the darkness, and the fingers ground harder into Ra-sed's throat. Black tides washed over his mind, and he never remembered the second and last convulsive thrust of the knife that let out the life of the priest.


He did remember straining against the ring of the great stone. The echo boomed out for the second time that night, as the stone moved away at last, to lay bare the realm of the Dark One.


Bitterness touched Ransome's eyes as he spoke now, the bitterness of a man who has lost his God.


"There were no onyx steps, no monsters waiting beneath the stone. The legends were false."


Ransome turned his glass slowly, staring into its amber depths. Then he became aware of Irene, waiting for him to go on.


"I got her out," Ransome said shortly. "I went down into that stinking pit and I got Dura-ki out. The air was nearly unbreathable where I found her. She was unconscious on a ledge at the end of a long slope. Hell itself might have been in the pit that opened beneath it. A geologist would have called it a major fault, but it was hell enough. When I picked her up, I found the bones of all those others...."


Irene's green eyes had lost their coldness. She let her hand rest on his for a moment. But her voice was puzzled.


"This Dura-kiâ��she is the woman on the Hawk of Darion?"


Ransome nodded. He stood up. His lips were a hard, thin line.


"My little story has an epilogue. Something not quite so romantic. I lived with Dura-ki in hiding near Darion for a year, until a ship came in from space. A pirate ship, with a tall, good-looking Earthman for a master. I took passage for Dura-ki, and signed on myself as a crewman. A fresh start in a bright, new world." Ransome laughed shortly. "I'll spare you the details of that happy voyage. At the first port of call, on Jupiter, Dura-ki stood at the top of the gangway and laughed when her Captain Jareth had me thrown off the ship."


"She betrayed you for the master of the Hawk of Darion," Irene said softly.


"And tonight she'll pay," Ransome finished coldly. He threw down a few coins to pay for their drinks. "It's been pleasant telling you my pretty little story."


"Ransome, wait. Iâ��"


"Forget it," Ransome said.
   ytor's car was waiting, and Ransome could sense the presence of the guards lurking in the dark, empty street.


"The spaceport," Ransome told his driver. "Fast."


He thought of the note he had given the crewman to deliver:


"Ra-sed would see his beloved a last time before he dies."


"Faster," Ransome grated, and the powerful car leapt forward into the night.
   hips, like the men who drove them, came to Yaroto to die. Three quarters of the spaceport was a vast jungle of looming black shapes, most of them awaiting the breaker's hammer. Ransome dismissed the car and threaded his way through the deserted yards with the certainty of a man used to the ugly places of a hundred worlds.


Mytor had suggested the meeting place, a hulk larger than most, a cruiser once in the fleet of some forgotten power.


Ransome had fought in the ships of half a dozen worlds. Now the ancient cruiser claimed his attention. Martian, by the cut of her rusted braking fins. Ransome tensed, remembering the charge of the Martian cruisers in the Battle of Phoebus. Since then he had called himself an Earthman, because, even if his parentage had not given him claim to that title already, a man who had been in the Earth ships at Phoebus had a right to it.


He was running a hand over the battered plate of a blast tube when Dura-ki found him. She was a smaller shadow moving among the vast, dark hulls. With a curious, dead feeling in him, Ransome stepped away from the side of the cruiser to meet her.


"Ra-sed, I could not let you die aloneâ��"


Because her voice was a ghost from the past, because it stirred things in him that had no right to live after all the long years that had passed, Ransome acted before Dura-ki could finish speaking. He hit her once, hard; caught the crumpling body in his arms, and started back toward Mytor's car. If he remembered another journey in the blackness with this woman in his arms, he drove the memory back with the savage blasphemies of a hundred worlds.
   n the rough floor of Mytor's place, Dura-ki stirred and groaned.


Ransome didn't like the way things were going. He hadn't planned to return to the Cafe Yaroto, to wait with Mytor for the arrival of the priests.


"There are a couple of my men outside," Mytor told him. "When the priests are spotted you can slip out through the rear exit."


"Why the devil do I have to be here now?"


"As I have told you, I am a businessman. Until I have turned the girl over to the priests I cannot be sure of my payment. This girl, as you know, is not without friends. If Captain Jareth knew that she was here he would tear this place apart, he and his crew. Those men have rather an impressive reputation as fighters, and while my guard hereâ��"


"You've been drinking too much of your own rotten liquor, Mytor. Why should I try to save her at the eleventh hour? To hand her back to her lover?"


"I never drink my own liquor, Mr. Ransome." He took a sip of his kali in confirmation. "I have seen love take many curious shapes."


Ransome stood up. "Save your memoirs. I want a guard to get me to the ship you promised me. And I want it now."


Mytor did not move. The guards, ranged around the walls, stood silent but alert.


"Mytor."


"Yes, Mr. Ransome?"


"There isn't any ship. There never was."


The Venusian shrugged. "It would have been easier for you if you hadn't guessed. I'm really sorry."


"So you'll make a double profit on this deal. I was the bait for Dura-ki, and Irene was bait for me. You are a good businessman, Mytor."


"You are taking this rather better than I had expected, Mr. Ransome."


Ransome slumped down into his chair again. He felt no fear, no emotion at all. Somewhere, deep inside, he had known from the beginning that there would be no more running away after tonight, that the priests would have their will with him. Perhaps he had been too tired to care. And there had been Irene, planted by Mytor to fill his eyes, to make him careless and distracted.


He wondered if Irene had known of her role, or had been an unconscious tool, like himself. With faint surprise, he found himself hoping that she had not acted against him intentionally.
   ura-ki was unconscious when the priests came. She had looked at Ransome only once, and he had stared down at his hands.


Now she stood quietly between two of the black-robed figures, watching as others counted out gold coins into Mytor's grasping palm. Her eyes betrayed neither hope nor fear, and she did not shrink from the burning, fanatical stares of the priests, nor from their long knives. The pirate's consort was not the girl who had screamed in the dimness of the Temple when the Sacred Lots were cast.


A priest touched Ransome's shoulder and he started in spite of himself. He tried to steady himself against the sudden chill that seized him.


And then Dura-ki, who had called him once to blasphemy, now called him to something else.


"Stand up, Ra-sed. It is the end. The game is played out and we lose at last. It will not be worse than the pit of the Dark One."


Ransome got to his feet and looked at her. He no longer loved this woman but her quiet courage stirred him.


With an incredibly swift lunge he was on the priest who stood nearest Dura-ki. The man reeled backward and struck his skull against the wall. It was a satisfying sound, and Ransome smiled tightly, a half-forgotten oath of Darion on his lips.


He grabbed the man by the throat, spun him around, and sent him crashing into another.


A knife slashed at him, and he broke the arm that held it, then sprang for the door while the world exploded in blaster fire.


Dura-ki moved toward him. He wrenched at the door, felt the cold night air rash in. A hand clawed at the girl's shoulder, but Ransome freed her with a hard, well-aimed blow.


When she was outside, Ransome fought to give her time to get back to the Hawk of Darion. Also, he fought for the sheer joy of it. The air in his lungs was fresh again, and the taste of treachery was out of his mouth.


It took all of Mytor's guards and the priests to overpower him, but they were too late to save Mytor from the knife that left him gasping out his life on the floor.


Ransome did not struggle in the grip of the guards. He stood quietly, waiting.


"Your death will not be made prettier by what you have done," a priest told him. The knife was poised.


"That depends on how you look at it," Ransome answered.


"Does it?"


"Absolutely," a hard, dry voice answered from the doorway.


Ransome turned his head and had a glimpse of Irene. With her, a blaster level in his hand, and his crew at his back, was Captain Jareth. It was he who had answered the priest's last question.


Mytor had said that Jareth's crew had an impressive reputation as fighters, and he lived just long enough to see the truth of his words. The priests and the guards went down before the furious attack of the men from the Hawk of Darion. Ransome fought as one of them.


When it was over, it was not to Captain Jareth that he spoke, but to Irene.


"Why did you do this? You didn't know Dura-ki, and you despised me."


"At first I did. That's why I agreed to Mytor's plan. But when I had spoken to you, I felt differently. Iâ��"


Jareth came over then, holstering his blaster. Irene fell silent.


The big spaceman shifted uneasily, then spoke to Ransome.


"I found Dura-ki near here. She told me what you did."


Ransome shrugged.


"I sent her back to the ship with a couple of my men."


Abruptly, Jareth turned and stooped over the still form of Mytor. From the folds of the Venusian's stained tarab he drew a ring of keys. He tossed them to Ransome.


"This will be the first promise that Mytor ever kept."


"What do you mean?"


"Those are the keys to his private ship. I'll see that you get to it."


It was Irene who spoke then. "That wasn't all that Mytor promised him."


The two men looked at her in surprise. Then Ransome understood.


"Will you come with me, Irene?" he asked her.


"Where?" Her eyes were shining, and she looked very young.


Ransome smiled at her. "The Galaxy is full of worlds. And even the Dark One cancels his debts when the night of Bani-tai is over."


"Let's go and look at some of those worlds," Irene said.
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In the Courts of the Crimson Kings - S. M. Stirling : 4.5 - z homage - science fiction 


"What if Mars and Venus really were inhabitable and inhabited, like in many SF stories from the early sixties and before? In this series Mars and Venus have been terraformed a long time ago and "seeded" with Earth life, including several different human species. On Earth everything is the same until the start of space exploration, but then the cold war turns into a real space race... 
   "The Sky People" is set on Venus, "In the Courts of the Crimson Kings" on Mars."


"ratingly absent. All were tall and slim despite the muffling cloth; Fred estimated the leader as most of the way to seven feet. The leader... might as well call him the Captain... drew his sword. Light shimmered off the metal; it was double-edged and looked disconcertingly sharp, but not exactly like steel.


"Cut-and-thrust blade," Sprague said. "More thrust than cut. A good deal like some seventeenth-century European types."


Everyone caught their breath as the captain turned and spoke to his... men? The voice sounded human, perhaps a little high-pitched, but the language was wholly unfamiliar. It sounded ripplingly musical with an occasional staccato burst... 


"Tonal and monosyllabic, I think, like Chinese," Sprague went on, as two of the robed humanoids turned and trotted back towards the ship. "Maybe. Difficult to learn, if it is. I'll bet the grammar is analytic, too."


The captain turned back and prodded the lander, reaching up; they could all hear the tunk... tunk... as the point of the blade prodded the light-metal hull.


The television spoke. "We are attempting to communicate. The message shall be: We come in peace for all mankind."


"Some advertising man thought that up," Fred said, and there was a nervous chuckle; everyone knew how he felt about them.


Minutes passed, and the English words sounded, tinny and strange through the pickup in the thin Martian atmosphere. The Martians jumped back; the one with the bow turned and ran. A rifle came up and firedâ��there was no bang, no flash or smoke, just a slight hsssst sound, but the lander rang under an impact. 


The Captain didn't run. Instead he shouted something in the musical language and waved the long blade at his followers. One hurried back up the ramp and returned with a folded tarpaulin; the Martians threw it over the lander, and then the screen went dark. Creaking noises followed.


Poul broke the long silence with a guffaw. "They're putting it on board, by God! They swung a yard over and tied it up in a sack and they're hoisting it on deck!"


Walter and Werner came back on, both looking sandbagged and starting to stammer explanations that couldn't possibly have anything behind them.


"I knew it!" Leigh shouted, punching her fist into the air. "I told you sons of... sons what it would be like years ago!"


A rebel yell cut loose, and suddenly the room was a babble of voices."
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Murder In the Family - Leigh Brackett : z online public domain - crime - 4.0 


Murder In the Family
   1


DANNY THAYER WALKED THROUGH the La Brea Tar Pits that night because he was looking for a place to sleep, free. He wasn't thinking about anything in particular. His brain had grown rather numb these last few days.
   He was hungry. So hungry it felt like rats chewing inside of him. Maybe he could forget that, if he went to sleep. Have to watch out for a cop, though. The signs at the park entrance said, CLOSED TO PUBLIC AFTER SUNDOWN.
   The Pits stretched out before him, a great barren sweep of weeds and scrub and baked earth dotted with clumps of dark I trees and the pits themselves where scientists had dug up fossils, and white scattered glints where stone sculptures of I prehistoric beasts loomed in the cloudy moonlight.
   Danny Thayer shivered. He was nineteen, homeless, jobless, and hungry, but he could feel the loneliness of the place. It was more than just empty. It wasâ��ancient.
   Wilshire Boulevard was just beyond the wall of eucalyptus trees and ornamental shrubs. The lights of Hollywood painted the clouds off to his left. But they seemed a million miles away.
   He walked on. Just walking, a tall lanky kid trying to forget how hungry he was. Past asphalt funnels bubbling stickily behind low protective walls. Past the statue of a short-faced bear, and two ground-sloths, and across a choked and stagnant creek.
   The path led between pits choked with reeds higher than his head, over a low stone bridge. There was a thick clump of trees up ahead. The place had a sullen, biting smell. It seemed to be waiting, somehow. Waiting, and hungry.
   Then, sharp and sudden in the dead silence, a woman's voice cried out.
   "What are you doing? No! Oh God, don't. . . !"
   And she screamed. It was a short scream, choked off abruptly in a sort of gurgle, like thick muddy water between stones.
   Danny stopped. Something like a strong cold hand held him, still and not breathing. Then he started to run, toward the clump of trees ahead, his feet ringing hollow on the stone bridge.
   He stumbled out of the path between the trees. The moon was playing hide-and-seek in drifting clouds. And someone was running, fast, toward the Wilshire entrance.
   Someone in a dark suit, with a dark head bent. Running doubled over, so that in that light you couldn't see size and shape.
   Danny Thayer yelled, almost as though his throat had done it alone.
   The someone stopped, jerked around like a puppet on wires, already shadowed by the barrier trees. The moon broke out, clear and bright. For an instant they stood, the figure in the shadows, the boy clear in the cold brilliance. Then the dirt path was empty.
   Danny stood stiff, his body needled with sweat, choking on his own heartbeats. The sullen pungence of the pits seemed suddenly triumphant, as though what they'd waited for had come.
   He turned toward where the scream had come from.
   There was a stone group under the trees, showing a bison mired in a pit and two sabre-tooth cats fighting over the carcass. One of them reared up over four feet, his head thrown back, fangs bared impotently while the other tore his throat.
   Only now his fangs weren't bared. They were buried deep in a woman's throat.
   A woman's throat, wedged with savage strength into the gaping mouth. The cat's fangs were metal, because they were too long for crumbly stone.
   Metal. Not very sharp. But sharp enough.
   Clouds nagged at the moon. Danny's heart beat full and slow and very loud. He shivered, and the veins in his neck hurt.
   She was small and slender, bent backward and hanging from the cat's mouth. She wore an evening gown of some pale, shining stuff, tight across her small curved breasts. The blood had made a dark, glinting pool between them.
   She must have been pretty, without her face so twisted and her eyes empty and staring. Her hair was dull gold against the stone.
   It was very still and lonely there, and the pits smelt of death.
   Danny put out his hands and tried to get her loose. But the curving fangs were hooked hard against her jaw. She was dead, anyway. Apart from the bleeding, the jerk of her body downward had snapped her neck.
   He drew back. He wanted to be sick, but the retching was agony to the emptiness in him. And then he saw her purse, a little scrap of satin and seed-pearls, dropped in the dust beside one small foot.
   He stood quite still, looking at it. His bony hands opened and closed. He could still feel her flesh against his palms.
   Warm, but already cooling. Warm, but dead.
   Just a dime, for a hamburger. It was stealing. But she wouldn't need it any more. Maybe it wasn't wrong to rob a person when he didn't need money any more.
   Danny's jaw was long and jutting, covered with a dark soft stubble of beard. It set suddenly, hard, and his blue eyes narrowed.
   "The hell with right or wrong! She's dead. And I'm hungry."
   He stooped and caught up the purse and opened it. A roll of bills fell out into his hands. A thick, fat, solid roll of bills.
   Not the sort a girl carries in case of taxi fare.
   Danny stood there, staring at it. And suddenly there was light in his face that wasn't moonlight, and a man's voice yelling.
   Danny Thayer reacted from sheer brute instinct. He dropped the purse and lurched back into the shadow of the trees, and ran.
   A whistle shrilled. Heavy boots pounded on the baked earth.
   A voice yelled, "Stop or I'll fire!" A prowl car must have slopped out on Curson Street, too far away for him to hear.
   Me regular patrolman, clearing bums and lovers out of the park.
   Danny ran. Fear lent him strength. Stumbling, staggering, doubled over with his back-muscles tight for the rip of a bullet, lie raced around the pit where the bridge was, sheltered by the reeds.
   He ducked in among the low walls. Something cracked like a dry branch behind him and there was a nasty whining sound over his head.
   There were two sets of boots pounding, now. But the second ccop, summoned by the whistle, was way behind.
   The gun cracked again. Dust and splinters exploded from the wall beside him. It was hard to breathe, and his feet weren't sure.
   He broke suddenly around a big pit with a sort of pump-house built over it, doubling back under the shelter of the tall cattails that choked the creek. The creek ran back almost to the Sixth Street side of the Pits. If he could make it. . . .
   The first policeman went into the tangle of low walls, carefully, lest Danny have a gun. Danny tried to go quietly, but he couldn't control his feet. His breath was hot and it had a saw-edge to it.
   The second policeman, way behind the first, saw him.
   He let out a whoop and pelted across the shortened distance. He must have thought the boy was wounded, the way he was running, for he held his fire. Danny moaned and struck out for the shrubbery bordering Sixth Street.
   The first man vaulted a wall and came running. Danny could hear their boots hitting the ground. They were going to run him down, because they were strong and not hungry. They were going to take him. They were going to arrest him for murder, because he'd been standing by a body with a purse in his hands.
   Murder for robbery. Twelve men, and the gas chamber. And he didn't have even a description of the killer.
   He was suddenly furious, the fury of an animal cornered and in pain. He grabbed up a big clod of earth and whirled around and threw it. His thin young lips were snarling, and his eyes were queer.
   The leading policeman reached the creek. There was a gap in the reeds there, and he jumped. The clod took him, then, in the face. He lost his footing and crashed down, his head going under in strangling, acrid stuff, half water, half pure asphalt.
   Danny ran on.
   The other man yelled at him, and fired. Bullets kicked the dust, but he was weaving from sheer weakness, and the light was bad. They missed. He staggered into the shelter of the trees and looked back.
   The cop had had to stop and pull his mate out of the creek. And now there were people coming into the pits from the Wilshire entrances, drawn by the whistles and the shots. He'd have to stay there, to guard the body and whatever clues there might be.
   Danny Thayer stumbled on. No one was walking on Sixth Street at that hour, and the few cars went by fast. Nobody saw him, in the shadows. He went across into the grounds of a swank nursery, and then down on his knees in a dark corner, his breath knifing his lungs, his heart slamming his ribs like a hammer.
   Far away a siren began to wail.
   He had to get on. There'd be a cordon. He'd been a fool to run away. But his body did it without asking his mind, and I hen he'd been afraid to stop. Now nobody'd believe him.
   But would they have believed him anyhow? A kid, broke and starving, standing beside a dead girl with his fists full of money?
   Money. Bills, a thick roll of them, clenched in his sweating hand. He'd taken it, then. Now they'd never believe him. Never.
   Money. Something he'd prayed for, with his belly crying for food. Blood money, to buy him the gas chamber. He got up, whimpering, and raised his hand, as if to throw it away.
   he couldn't throw it away. It meant bus fare, to get away from here, quick. It might save his life. And it meant food. Just one full meal, before they caught him.
   He began to rip feverishly at the bills. Got to hurry. Sirens. God, let them be small. Fives, tens, twenties. A lot of money. Why was she carrying it? A fiver. He pulled it out, and a scrap of paper fell at his feet.
   He scooped it up and began to run again.
   Out onto Wilshire Boulevard. Slowly, so as not to attract attention. Sirens, coming fast, Fairfax Avenue. There was a bus coming, heading toward Hollywood. People were beginning to stop and look for the sirens.
   He sprinted across the intersection against the lights and caught the bus. The driver grumbled about changing the five, digging for dollar bills. The sirens screamed closer. Danny forced his hands to be steady, taking the change and dropping a dime in the box.
   They started, jamming through on the caution light, the driver still sore about the change. They were in the last batch of cars through before the cordon closed around Wilshire and Fairfax.
   The bus was half empty. Danny sat by himself, trying not to sob when he breathed, trying to look peaceful. The roll fitted into his hand in his pocket, hard and accusing.
   When they got as far north as Santa Monica Boulevard he began to relax a little. He got off there and went into a Log Cabin and ate. Then he took a red car and caught another bus on La Brea and went on to Hollywood. He went to three more drive-ins before he'd had enough to eat. He didn't dare have it all in one place, for fear of drawing notice.
   Then he went out onto Sunset Boulevard, not knowing where to go next, or what to do. And for the first time he was really afraid.
   He'd been afraid back at the Pits, with the hot animal fear of death. But this was different, this was being lost in a dark, cold place, where there was nothing but silence and waiting.
   The night fog was coming in, chilly and smelling of the sea. It made little halos around the glare of Earl Carroll's. He could see people inside and hear music. The two big radio buildings across the street and the Palladium Ballroom radiated life and energy.
   People, eating and drinking and having fun. Working. Fighting, maybe. not afraid. Not behind a wall, like he was.
   He sat down on a bench, shivering. The roll of bills made a lump against his thigh.
   The policeman had seen him pretty clearly by his flashlight. There'd be a description in the morning papers.
   They'd get him. They always got you.
   The cop he'd hit wasn't dead, anyway. He'd moved and tried to get up when the other guy helped him.
   If he could have caught the killer, or even seen his face. That girl, so little and golden-haired, with her throat ripped and jammed against those snarling fangsâ��and they thought Danny Thayer had done it!
   How the killer must have hated her, to take her living throat in his hands and force it down. . . . What could a girl like that do to make anyone hate her so?
   Surely, if he gave himself up, they'd know he couldn't have (lone a thing like that. But somebody might say, "You hated her because she had money and you were hungry, so you killed her."
   Now he had money. Sure. Money. Money to buy the gas chamber.
   It wasn't till then that he remembered the bit of paper.
   It was still in his pocket. He spread it out under the lights from Earl Carroll's. Pencilled in a hasty, angry scrawl were he words, "This is all I can give you, ever, no matter what you do. Damn you, damn you, damn you!"
   Danny turned the paper over. It was a strip torn from a department store sales slip. There was a name and address on it. Miss Cicely Rieff, who lived on Fountain Avenue.
   The dead girl. She'd been taking that money to someone. Blackmail, sure as shooting. She must have been pretty desperate when she rolled the money up, to grab the nearest paper and scribble a note like that and wrap it in the heart of the wad.
   Was the murderer the blackmailer? Maybe. The girl must have known him, to go into the Pits alone with him after dark. But why did he go off without his money, then? Had Danny scared him?
   Danny Thayer, who was a fugitive from justice, with a roll of bills he couldn't spend. Danny, who was going to die in the gas chamber, unless. . . .
   Unless he could catch the murderer before the police caught him.


2


IT WAS ALMOST AS THOUGH his brain took hold and began to click without him, like a machine. He had cluesâ��the note, the money, and the girl's name and address. He knew he wasn't the killer. That was more than the police had.
   There hadn't been anything else in the girl's purse. Maybe it would take the police a little while to identify her. Until the morning papers came out, maybe, and somebody saw her picture.
   It had been nearly ten when he found the body. It was nearly midnight now. Four or five hours he might hope for. Four or five hours to break into something from the outside and catch a killer.
   It was hopeless, and he knew it. But it was better than just waiting, crouching in the dark with fear lying cold in his belly. He'd still be in trouble, of course, even if a miracle happened and he did find the murderer. He'd do time for stealing and hitting a cop. But he could face that all right. It was the terrible fear of dying, for something he didn't do, that froze him.
   He got up, thinking of the description the cop would give. There was a service station across the street. Nobody saw him go into the men's room and lock the door. He still had his cheap razor. Nothing for that in a hock shop.
   He managed to scrape his face pretty clean, using just soap and water. Then he used the blade to chop his hair shorter. It looked ragged, but at least it was short. Then he did what he could to make his clothes look decent.
   When he came out he looked different enough so that cops hunting for a shag-haired, unshaven kid wouldn't grab him straight off. He forced himself to walk with jaunty casualness, trying to keep in shadow without being too obvious about it.
   It was well after midnight when he found the Fountain Avenue house.
   It was one of those big old frame placesâ��two stories and a halfâ��left over from better days. A porch overgrown with bougainvillea ran around two sides. It was on a corner and there was a sign in the front bay windowâ��ROOMS FOR RENT.
   There were only one or two lights upstairs. That meant the police hadn't identified the body yet. If they had, the place would be blazing and full of people. He went around to the driveway. It led between high lattice fences, grown heavy with morning glory vines, back to an old stable that was a garage now, with an apartment over it.
   There were no lights in the back. Danny went softly down the drive. His heart was jumping like something trying to break loose.
   The fog was heavier, but there was still moonlight. Everything was overgrown with vines and shrubs. It smelt musty and secret, and the lattice-covered back porch was a black hole with the garbage cans like ogre's eyes looking dully from under it.
   He stood still by the corner of the house, then. He was here, but what next? He couldn't break into the house, yelling, "Who killed her?" The sharp chill of the air got inside him, and he felt the terrible, helpless weakness of an animal in a trap.
   He went on, aimlessly, around the house. Noises came suddenly down to him from the garage apartment, so that he jumped and crouched trembling under a bush. A man's low thick laughter and a scuffling sound, and one sharp high titter in a woman's voice, and silence.
   Danny crept on, still sweating with shock. He went along a dirt path between straggling flower beds, looking up at the dark house, wishing he were like Superman and could look right through walls.
   Probably the killer wasn't here at all. If he was, there was no way to get at him. He might as well go and give himself up, now.
   He didn't see the summer house until he almost ran into it. It was lattice like the fence, at the end of a pergola leading to a side porch. It was all choked with vines, smelling dusty and rotten in the damp night air.
   And there were people inside.
   A man's voice spoke, right at Danny's shoulder, just beyond the vines. A low voice, smooth and drawling and soft, and somehow worse than if it hadn't been.
   "I just want to know where she is, Frieda."
   "I tell you I don't know!" It was a woman this time, breathless, frightened, almost crying. "I haven't any control over Cicely."
   "Very well, Frieda," said the man pleasantly. "I'm in no hurry."
   "I don't understand." The tone of the woman's whisper did something to Danny's insides. "Teddy, if you've harmed her. . . . "
   "Why should I harm Cicely? Just because Mother doesn't love her darling niece?" There was a rustle of swift movement and a sharply indrawn breath.
   "Don't, Teddy! It hurts!"
   The man said silkily, "Does it? I'm glad. Just remember it, in case. . . . What's that? There's someone outside!"
   Danny got up and ran. A big moth had blundered suddenly into his face, so that he jerked his head and struck the vines and rustled them. He dodged into the shadows of a big tree and around it to the garage, where steps came down from the apartment.
   Feet were running close behind him.
   He knew he'd have nightmares about running feet all the rest of his life. He'd slip behind the garage to the street, and then. . . .
   There was no way behind the garage, and the fence was too high to get over in time. He was caught.
   He turned, then, his bony young face snarling, his fists balled. Scared, and angry because he was scared, and furious suddenly with fate for picking on him. A tall slender man in slacks and a sport coat was almost on him, running gracefully, like a dancer.
   Danny lashed out at a smooth blond head, missed because the head moved aside a fraction, and felt something crash below his left ear.
   He went sprawling, the breath knocked out of him against hard ground. A hand gripped his collar, dragged him upward, strangling, and then knuckles slashed him twice across the mouth.
   The darkness turned suddenly red. Danny made an animal noise and doubled his feet up and kicked. The blond man grunted and lurched back, his handsome face twisted like a fiend's in the moonlight.
   The girl cried out sharply, then. She'd been a long way behind the man. Now she got between him and Danny, and said rapidly, "Wait, Teddy! Don't! It's my friend Dick Taylor, from back home."
   Teddy scowled down at her, his fists clenched and showing blood on the knuckles. "You're lying," he said.
   "I'm not, I swear it! Dick, you tell him I'm not. Dicky!"
   Danny's brain was numbed with anger and pain and wondering if the girl was crazy. Almost without thinking, he mumbled, "Sure I'm her friend. Who'd you think I wasâ��Hitler? Hi, Frieda."
   Lucky he'd heard her name. Teddy stood irresolute, swinging his fists in little tight arcs, like a cat swings its paws. And then the door opened, up above at the head of the stairs.
   A man came out. He was wearing a big coat and carrying his hat, and his feet stumbled on the wooden platform. He said thickly, "G'nigh', Princess. Thursday, huh?" He chuckled and turned, and then he saw the group at the foot of the stairs.
   Danny saw his face for one stricken moment. Then the man slammed his hat on and pulled it hard over his face and ran down the stairs, hanging onto the rail and stumbling until
   Danny thought he'd fall. He shoved past with his head down and went lurching down the drive.
   Danny knew who the man was. He made a lot of money, kissing pretty women for the movies.
   A woman came out of the door upstairs. She wore a thin silk robe, and she was a looker. She leaned over the rail, with her dark hair hanging over her shoulders, and blew a long plume of smoke. Her voice was tired and bored.
   "What goes on?"
   "Nothing," said Frieda. "Just a friend of mine from back home. He hitch-hiked all the way out here, and then Teddy. . . ."
   Teddy's voice was sullen, but still smooth. "What's he doing prowling in the yard at this time of night?"
   Danny's brain had been churning furiously. The girl must have her reason for this. And it gave him his chance to get inside. The least he could do was play up to her.
   He got up, wiping the blood off his chin, and said, "Trying to get hold of Frieda. I'm broke, and I didn't think the landlady would let me in, the way I look. Sure quick with your fists, aren't you?"
   "Quick," said Teddy softly, "and accurate."
   The woman in the silk robe came down the stairs, her slipper heels clicking. Her legs showed white against the darkness.
   "Spoils," she said bitterly, and let something glitter in her hand. "Now I'll go find the old highbinder."
   "The intricate pattern of crime," said Teddy, almost absently. "So much more fascinating than a jigsaw puzzle. Isn't it, Frieda?"
   Frieda didn't say anything. Danny had his first real look at her. She wore something plain and dark, and she wasn't very tall. Her hair was the color of wheat, falling loose on her shoulders.
   He thought her eyes were blue, but in that light all he knew was that they had hate in them. Hate, and fear, looking at Teddy.
   "Come on, Dick," she said. "I'll get you a room."
   He followed her. Out in the street a motor roared and coughed, as though someone were in an awful hurry to get away. And a light went on in the second story, as though the motor was a signal.
   Teddy laughed behind them, a soft nasty little sound. The woman in the silk robe plodded up into the black hole of the porch. And Frieda shrank suddenly against Danny and cried, "What's that?"
   There was something sprawled in the shadows of a clump of hydrangeas. Danny hadn't seen it before. But the moonlight had shifted a bit, and one white hand showed up against the grass.
   A man's hand, lying across the dull metal of a gun.
   They went to it, not speaking at first. Teddy knelt down and rolled the body partly over by the shoulder. The woman in the silk robe made a little choked scream and came back, her heels scuffing.
   "It's Halstead," said Teddy. "Somebody's knocked him on the head."
   Frieda said, in a queer flat whisper, "My God. Who would want to kill poor Mr. Halstead?"
   Teddy's eyes were slanted like a cat's, glinting in the moonlight. He pointed to the gun. "Who did poor Mr. Halstead want to kill? Can't guess, can you, Frieda?"
   Frieda pressed tight against Danny, so tight he could feel the roll of bills in his pocket digging into her. She shivered and said wearily, "Haven't you any heart at all?"
   The woman gripped her thin robe together at the throat. "I'm getting out of here. The other I'm used to, but murder. . . !"
   Teddy got up, dusting his knees. "No use, Princess. The police don't like the contestants running out on their quiz shows."
   Policemen. Policemen coming from one murder to another and finding Danny Thayer. There wouldn't be any time, now. They'd recognize him. Frieda would admit her lie. And if he ran away. . . .
   He was scared. Cold inside, and scared, and kind of dazed, like an animal when it finds the steel jaws in its leg are there to stay.
   The porch door opened. A woman's harsh whisper said, "Get in here, you fools! Want everybody. . . . My God, what's that!"
   "A corpse, Mother," said Teddy. "Your late boarder, Mr. Halstead." There was a malicious, concealed amusement in his easy voice.
   The porch door shut. A woman scuffed heavily out from under the shrouding vines and down the steps as fast as her heavy bulk could make it. Her frizzed white hair stuck out, quilled here and there with curlers. When she came across the wet grass she pulled up the straggling skirts of her nightgown and flannel wrapper, and Danny saw her ankles, thick and white and bunchy with veins.
   "He must have had a heart attack," she said. "A heart attack. His heart was weak, you know." Then she saw the gun and slopped, her breath wheezing in her thick throat. "Suicide?"
   "He hasn't been shot. And I don't think he cracked his own skull." Danny saw the cat-glitter of his eyes, studying the woman, laughing.
   "We'll have to call the police," said Frieda. Teddy shot her a bright, hard look, and smiled. He was handsome, like a blond Satan.
   The fat woman said rapidly, "No, wait. Maybe he cut himself falling. Let's get him insideâ��" Then she saw Danny. Her voice went suddenly ugly. "Who's this?"
   "I'm a pal of Frieda's, from back home." Her eyes were like small hard pebbles, staring right through Danny. They made him tighten inside. But she was scared, too. She didn't want the police. If he could bluff this through, hang onto his chance. . . .
   Her face was like a coarse, evil mask of stone in the moonlight. Danny could sense her thoughts running like rats behind it. Then she said, "All right. Grab hold of his feet and help Mr. Rieff."
   Teddy Rieff. The dead girl had been his cousin, then. Danny got the corpse around the knees. Everything was quiet. The people in the front hadn't heard. The dead man was heavy, and his clothes were damp. Teddy pocketed the gun.
   They went in through the dark porch, to a stale-smelling kitchen. A night light burned in the hall beyond. They went toward it, as quietly as they could, across a bare, creaky wooden floor.
   They were almost there. And then a door opened suddenly, right at Danny's shoulder, so that he almost dropped the body. Dim light from the hallway outlined a woman's head against the darkness.
   Hair flattened in wet curls under a net, with a face the shape of a pear sagging out from under it, a wide weak mouth and eyes that popped a little. Eyes that were wide open and staring, fixed on the dead man's bloody face, lolling back against Teddy's stomach.
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SHE DIDN'T SPEAK. Danny didn't know how long they stood there. Then Mrs. Rieff said sharply, "Go to your room. Princess. I'll see you later."
   Princess went out, holding her silk robe away as she passed the corpse. And Mrs. Rieff moved, very quickly for a heavy woman.
   Her right hand clamped just above the staring woman's elbow. Her left smothered the whimpering cry of pain. She whispered savagely, "You know about this, Millie, don't you?" Her fingers tightened. The woman strained away, her pale eyes stretched with fear.
   "Tell me," said Mrs. Rieff softly, "or you'll get no nights off for six months."
   The woman made a strangled whining sound and tried to nod. Mrs. Rieff took her hand away. Millie started to speak, her mouth open as though once started the stream of words wouldn't stop.
   "Not here!" snapped Mrs. Rieff, and shook her viciously. "Upstairs, and be quiet!"
   Down a dingy hall and up back stairs that must have been worked on lately, because they didn't creak, Mrs. Rieff opened a door and motioned them in, listened a minute, and then came after them.
   Lamps made a subdued purplish light. Danny guessed it was Mrs. Rieff's room. There were photographs and expensive knicknacks all over the mantel and the tables. It was all crowded and choked and overdone.
   He helped Teddy Rieff put the body down on a couch. Mr. Halstead had been a kindly-looking man, grey-haired and tired. There was a bruise and a big cut on his face.
   Danny straightened up, waiting. He put his hands in his pockets to steady them, and the roll felt big and hard, like a judge's hammer when he passes sentence.
   He saw Frieda looking at him. A queer, desperate look. And then Mrs. Rieff's pebble eyes were fixed on him.
   Her face was coarse and puffed, with red broken veins under the skin. Danny was afraid of her, suddenly. She said sharply, "So you're a friend of Frieda's, eh?"
   "Sure. My name's Dick Taylor. I hitch-hiked out here, and landed broke. I wanted to get hold of Frieda first. I didn't think you'd let me in, the way I look. I. . . . "
   "Well, you're in now." There was something terrible in the slow, reflective way she said it. "Frieda, where's Cicely?"
   "I don't know." She was pretty, now that you could see her face. She looked tired and sort of stony. Danny felt suddenly protective.
   Mrs. Rieff smiled. It was like Teddy's smile, catlike, malicious and secret. She turned suddenly on the staring, pale-eyed woman.
   "All right, you, Millie. What about this?"
   Millie licked her lips. She seemed drugged and dazed with fear. She stood utterly still, her big rough hands hanging, staring at the sprawling corpse. She wore bright green silk pajamas and a pink wrapper and pink slippers of quilted satin.
   Her mouth worked for a long time before the words came, ragged and tumbling.
   "'I was coming back from the trashpile. I saw him, hiding in the bushes. He was waiting. . . . "
   "What were you doing at the trashpile at that hour?"
   "Iâ��please, Mrs. Rieff, I only took two slices. Don't!"
   Mrs. Rieff did, with relish. "Stealing bacon again, and trying to hide the grease. Well, stop rubbing your stupid face. Go on."
   Millie's pale, protruding eyes swung again to the body.
   "He had a gun," she whispered. "He looked sick. He told me to go away, but I knew what he was doing. He was waiting to kill Miss Cicely. I heard him tell her he would, if she didn't let him alone."
   Her big rough hands knotted together suddenly. "He wouldn't stop. So I hit him with the skillet, on the head. Heâ��he made a funny choking noise and fell down. I was scared. I ran inside. . . ."
   Millie crumpled slowly down to her knees, staring straight ahead of her, her hands loose in her lap.
   "I didn't mean to kill him," she said dully. "I only didn't want him to hurt Miss Cicely. She's kind to me. She's the only person that ever was kind to me. She gives me pretty things, and money enough to go to two movies on my night off."
   She looked up then, with something bright and burning in her eyes.
   "You all hate her," she said. "You all wish she was dead. But she's kind to me. And no one's going to hurt her, if I can help it!"
   She relaxed, as though there was nothing left in her, and just sat there, tears running silently down her flabby cheeks. Teddy had been bending over the body. He spoke now, rapidly.
   "I don't think this whack was hard enough to kill him, Mother. Stunned him, probably, and he raked his face on the bushes, falling. The old boy had a weak heart. Probably the strain of planning the murder, and getting caught, and the Mow, ow, brought on a fatal attack."
   Mrs. Rieff looked down at the body with hard, narrow eyes.
   "So Cicely was blackmailing him, eh? Clever girl. Let that be a lesson to you, my son. Only a genius would have looked for profit in that dried-up old priss!"
   She laughed suddenly, a startling wheeze of private mirth, and settled heavily into an overstuffed chair.
   "Get up, Millie. Go to bed. And if you open your mouth about this, I'll swear you killed him. Just forget Mr. Halstead, Millie. And you can forget your night off this week, too, so you'll remember the bacon."
   Millie said, "Then I didn't really kill him?"
   "No. But I can swear you did. Now go and dream of Clark Gable."
   Millie got up. She looked at Mrs. Rieff with dumb, weary hate, like a beaten animal, and went. Mrs. Rieff said briskly, "That's that. We'll forget about the gun. Halstead had a heart attack and hurt his head falling. We brought him in, but it was too late. Teddy, you and the kid carry him to his room and then call a doctor. Make all the noise you want to. We want witnesses."
   She got up and took the gun out of Teddy's pocket and wiped it carefully. Then she pressed Halstead's stiffening fingers on it, in several places, wrapped it in a handkerchief, and gave it back.
   "Stick it in one of his drawers. If he had a license they'll look for it. If he hasn't, well, we don't know anything about it."
   She looked at Danny, with her hard, flat pebble eyes, and said, "Then you can have Number Eight, here in the rear. Any friend of my niece'sâ��we don't want you to get away too soon."
   Teddy smiled. "Welcome to our happy home. Grab his feet again."
   Danny did. Frieda started out with them, but Mrs. Rieff said, "Stay here, dear. Two of them is enough."
   Frieda shot him a veiled, urgent look and stopped, reluctantly. They went on with the body, through a door that closed he back part of the hall off from the front. They made a lot of noise. Presently there were people swarming around, talking, questioning, staring.
   They got Halstead into his room. Teddy palmed the gun somehow and got somebody busy calling a doctor and went out again with Danny. Danny was only vaguely conscious of what went on. His brain was spinning like a squirrel in a cage, and making about as much progress.
   The things he had found out, instead of simplifying the problem, had only made it harder. Cicely Rieff had been a blackmailer. The servant said everybody hated her. Halstead had been driven to murder.
   Who else in this house was Cicely blackmailing? And who I tad been blackmailing her? And what about?
   Frieda, who must be Cicely's sister, was afraid of Teddy Rieff. Why? And was there really some pleased and secret knowledge in Mrs. Rieff's eyes, or had he just imagined it? The girl Frieda was the pivot. If he could be alone with
   her....
   Teddy Rieff closed the hall door behind them. "The Great Divide," he chuckled. "The back is strictly family territory. The boarders even have to garage their cars elsewhere, and here are no keys to the back door given out."
   His slanting cat-eyes were fixed sharply on Danny. "Therefore you are the first outsider to see what you have seen."
   He meant about the apartment over the garage. Danny grinned. "I know how to keep quiet. Say, I'd like to see Frieda before I turn in. Been a long time, and we were pretty chummy."
   "Sure," said Teddy. "Four years is a long time. How are things back in Kansas?"
   "About the same," said Danny warily. Teddy stopped before a door and opened it, snapping the light on inside. "This is your room, kid. Suit you?"
   "Sure, anything." He wanted to see Frieda, aloneâ��and quick. A siren wailed suddenly over on Sunset, and his guts knotted tight inside him. But it went by. He started off down the hall.
   He didn't even have time to turn. The swift movement behind him melted right into the chopping blow on the side of his neck. His heart seemed to close up on him, and his body just folded, heavily.
   He didn't quite go out. He felt Teddy's arms like lean steel cables around him, and knew dimly that he was dragged and lifted and stretched on something. He began to struggle then, glaring up at Teddy in a sort of dazed fury.
   But it was too late. He was spread-eagled on the bed, tied wrist and ankle to the brass posts. Teddy smiled down at him. "Frieda's only been out here two years," he said gently, "and she came from Michigan. Better start talking, kid."
   The blood thundered in Danny's head. It hurt, and he couldn't think. He whispered, "You go to hell."
   "Inevitably. But not just yet." Teddy's long fingers twisted cruelly in Danny's hair, lifting his head. "What's between you and Frieda? Something about Cicely?"
   Danny wasn't afraid now. Just mad. He thrashed his head about and tried to bite Teddy's wrist. Teddy laughed and slapped him, just hard enough to make his ears ring.
   "Okay. We'll do it the hard way." He whipped his handkerchief tight around Danny's jaws to keep him from yelling, and went through his pockets.
   Then he stood silent for a long minute, looking at the roll of bills and the crumpled paper with the note and the address on it.
   He pocketed them at last, slowly, and bent over Danny again. His handsome face had deep, cruel lines in it. "She's dead, then."
   Danny nodded. No use trying to hide that any longer. Teddy ripped off the gag.
   "What do you know about this?"
   Danny burst out, "Nothing! I was just walking through the Tar Pits, looking for a place to sleep. I heard a woman scream, and saw someone running away. Then I found the body, and the moneyâ��and then the cops found me. They think I did it."
   "They do!" said Teddy softly. His hand closed on Danny's shirt collar, pulled him up ruthlessly to the reach of his bound arms. Teddy's cat-eyes were pale and cold and yet somehow blazing. He said, "Did you see the killer?"
   "Only someone running."
   "Man or woman?"
   "Someone in pants. Dark hair."
   "Dark hair. You're sure of that?"
   Danny looked at the light shining on Teddy's smooth blond head. "You could have worn a cap," he said grimly. Shot in the dark. He shivered, looking at Teddy's face. Teddy laughed. A soft, secret little laugh. "Yes. I could, couldn't I?" He let Danny down again and replaced the gag. "Just lie still, little one. Daddy has business to attend to. Oh, yes. Big, important business. And I need you!"
   The lights went out. Teddy opened the door and closed it softly behind him, and Danny Thayer was alone.
   He lay there with the blood pounding in his bruised neck, his legs and arms beginning to ache where they were tied, and thought, "He did it. He did it, and he's going to pin it on me."
   His brain began to click over again, like a well-oiled engine. What motive could Teddy Rieff have for killing his cousin Cicely? Well, Cicely was blackmailing at least one other person so that he was willing to murder her. Why not Teddy, too? Or Teddy's mother?
   Teddy's mother. That apartment over the garage, Princess, and the prominent actor. Mrs. Rieff was prosperous. Boardinghouse keepers don't get that way solely from the boarders, and women who run small apartments over garages don't get that way splitting diamond bracelets with the girls. There's another, quicker way. . . .
   Blackmail. You always came to blackmail in this house. Ten to one Mrs. Rieff blackmailed the men who came to the rear apartment. She'd want to keep her skirts clean, though, in case of trouble. She took plenty of precautions. It wouldn't be easy to get anything on her.
   But suppose somebody did. Wouldn't she rather split her profits than be exposed or give the whole thing up? All right. Say Cicely Rieff, her niece and therefore admitted into the family circle, had proof of Mrs. Rieff's business and blackmailed her with it. Remembering Mrs. Rieff's heavy face and hard pebble eyes, Danny didn't think she'd take it too long. She'd get busy figuring out a way to rid herself of the blackmailer.
   She wouldn't do it herself. She'd delegate someone else. And who better than her son, Teddy? Just like, a few minutes ago, she had said, "We don't want you to get away too soon," and Teddy had smiled. . . .
   Perhaps Frieda Rieff knew too much. Perhaps that was why Teddy had threatened her in the summer house.
   Danny groaned. Just guessing wouldn't do him any good. He had to have proof. Time, the little time he had, was rushing by. And here he was, trussed up and waiting.
   Waiting. Remembering Teddy's long sinewy hands, Danny shuddered. And then, very softly, somebody opened the door.
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DANNY LAY QUITE STILL, hardly breathing. His nails dug into his palms, but he didn't feel them. He watched the dark huddled bulk come in, saw the door swing shut again, and listened to feet scuffing stealthily across the carpet.
   A match flared and sputtered startlingly, close to his face. And Millie's voice, hushed to a hoarse whisper, asked, "Are you all right?"
   All the strength poured out of Danny's rigid body. He said shakily, "Sure. Untie me, quick. What are you doing here?" The match went out. He could feel her rough fingers fumbling at his wrists. Her voice came raggedly, as though some great pent-up emotion in her forced it out against a barrier of fear.
   "Miss Frieda sent me. She upset a vase on her dress, so she could get away from the old woman for a minute to change it, and she sent me up here. She thought they were going to do something to you. She needs your help. That's why she lied about knowing you."
   Millie's voice broke in a dry sob. "I heard through the wall, waiting in the next room for Teddy to go away. Poor Miss Cicely! She knew they wanted to kill her. She was afraid. I know she wasn't bad! She was kind to me, and I loved her.She had one wrist free and started on the other. Teddy had tied hard knots in the handkerchiefs he used. Her voice stumbled on.
   "I heard Mr. Halstead threaten her yesterday, and the old woman was in a black fury all day. I know Cicely was asking for more money, and I know she was in trouble. She hasn't been herself ever since Frieda had to go back to Michigan on business, four months ago. "I wanted to help her."  But she'd never tell me what was wrong. Anyway, there was nothing I could do. Thereâ��never has been." 
   Wrists free, and both of them working on ankles lashed tight with leather belts, Millie's shaken voice went on again. "She was frightened, I tell you. She gave me three dollars this morning, and then she said, 'This may be the last money
   I'll ever give you, Millie. If anything happens to me, Frieda willâ��' And then Mrs. Rieff came into the kitchen and she stopped.
   "I think she was going to say that Miss Frieda would give me things. I don't think so. She's a nice girl, but she lives inside herself so much. But I don't care about that. I loved Miss Cicely. She's the only person I ever had to love."
   Danny was glad it was dark. He hated to see women cry. He said, "Why haven't you left this place, or called the police?"
   "I didn't have anything the all the police about. The old woman's careful about that. I'd only have gotten Princess  and Miss Cicely in trouble. Besidesâ��" She helped him off the bed, and he could hear her throat working, trying to keep the terror and the tears in check.
   "Besides, I didn't have anyplace else to go. I'm not young. It isn't easy to find a place these days. Mrs. Rieff knows that, and she knows I'm too dumb and too scared to fight her."
   Her voice dropped suddenly to a strange tight whisper. "Only this time I'm not. They've killed Cicely, she and her wicked son. They've killed her. And I'm not going to let them get away with it!"
   Danny said awkwardly, "Come on, then. We'll get Frieda." His hand was on the knob when Millie's fingers closed
   sharply on his wrist. He heard them, then. Slow, heavy foot-steps, coming closer.
   The old woman," whispered Millie. "Maybe she's coming to make sure.  "They waited. No time, no place to hide or get away. There was sweat on Danny's temples. The footsteps stopped outside the door. He could hear her heavy breathing beyond the thin panel.
   The knob turned in his fingers.
   The barrier door down the hall opened, and a voice said, rather timidly, "The doctor's here, Mrs. Rieff."
   She said, "All right," and let go of the knob and went on.
   Danny's knees sagged. He waited until the outside door closed, and went out.
   There was nothing in the hall but silence and the dim glow of the night light, until they reached the door of Mrs. Rieff's room. There were voices behind that, low but not very guarded, as though they were sure of not being overheard. Frieda's voice, tight and shaken, saying, "What a filthy trick! You were blackmailing your own mother."
   "Naturally. Lucrative work, if you can get it. Of course, I knew it wouldn't last forever. That's why I kept asking for more, and Cissy had to shake more out of the victims in order to meet all herâ��erâ��obligations. Naturally, the victims began to kick. The last raise was just the final spur."
   He laughed. "This will be a shock to Mother. She trusts my filial devotion so completely!"
   "And that boy?"
   "That boy," said Teddy softly, "is going to be a scapegoat. I'm going to tie all his little curiosities to his horns and run him straight back to the policeâ��dead."
   There was a queer sharp edge to Frieda's voice, a stillness. "And what about me?"
   "Now that this game is played out, I'm thinking of taking over Mother's business and enlarging it. I want. . . . " He seemed to move closer to the girl, and his voice dropped so that Danny couldn't hear.
   Frieda's voice came suddenly, sharp and harsh. "No! You devil, I won't do it! Teddy, you . . . oh!"
   Danny said quietly, "Millie, go phone the police. I'm going in there."
   He still had no direct, incriminating evidence. Teddy's implied confession wouldn't be enough to condemn him. But Danny figured he'd have at least a chance this way. And he couldn't let Teddy just go on. Cicely had already died. Frieda might be next.
   Millie gripped his arm tight. "Be carefulâ��and I hope this'll mean the rope for both of 'em!"
   She went off down the hall, almost running, her bright green pajamas flapping around her thin legs. Danny, very quietly, opened the door.
   They didn't see him come in, for a moment. Teddy had his back to Danny, his hands on Frieda's arms below the shoulders. She had changed into a dark blue wrapper with a long gold arrow on the collar. She was straining away from him, her eyes blazing out of a face white and hard as scraped bone.
   Teddy murmured, "You'd be a pretty woman, Frieda, if you weren't such a blasted martinet!"
   She said something, so low and hissing that Danny couldn't get it. Then she saw him, coming up behind Teddy. Her blue eyes widened.
   Teddy turned swiftly, his handsome face startled and wicked as a blond Satan. Frieda cried out, "Help me! Please help me!"
   Danny said evenly, "I'm just waiting for the chance."
   It was the first time in his short life he'd ever felt real hate. He went in on Teddy Rieff, watching the poise of his blond head, the swing of his fists and shoulders. His first blow just grazed Teddy's jaw. He twisted to take the counterblow on his shoulder, crouched, and slashed upward.
   His fist smashed into a belly tight and hard as board. It jolted both of them. Then a roundhouse swing connected, with Danny's ear. He went down, grabbing at Teddy's knees, pulling him off balance and into a table loaded with china and glass.
   It went over with a crash. Frieda had closed the hall door and was standing flat against it, watching with wide, bright eyes. Teddy cut his hand on a broken vase, and there began to be red splashes over the rug and Danny Thayer.
   There wasn't much science to it. Danny just hung on, punching, kicking, grappling. Teddy was heavier and experienced. Danny's long rangy frame hadn't reached its real strength yet. But Danny had made up his mind to one thing. This time he wasn't going to be licked.
   Teddy's knee ground agonizingly into his belly. Hard knuckles slashed and pounded at his face. His mouth was full of blood and his ears roared. He set his teeth and twisted like an eel, grabbing out blindly.
   He got Teddy by the shirt collar. The cloth was stout. Danny's arm was long, and his position gave him leverage. He dragged Teddy over, heaving his body underneath to break his balance. His eyes were swelling and full of blood, but he could feel.
   He twisted the collar tight, working his fingers like a bulldog's jaws, in and in, his head sunk and his back humped to take Teddy's blows.
   Teddy swore, viciously, between his teeth. He was dragging at Danny's wrist now, but Danny's long bony fingers were tangled in the cloth, twisting, twisting. Teddy lurched back and up, shaking himself.
   Danny kicked at his ankles and brought him down again, hard. He got his other hand on the collar and his knee on Teddy's right arm. Teddy's left hand raged at his face, clawing. Danny put his head deep between his shoulders to save his eyes, and then Teddy found his ear.
   Danny screamed, and Teddy laughed, a sort of strangled gurgle. Danny flung himself downward suddenly. Teddy's nails slipped out of his ear. His right arm came free as Danny's knee moved with his body.
   Danny lay flat on top of Teddy, grinding his fingers in, twisting the cloth tighter and tighter. He could feel the hard, straining cords of Teddy's throat, the softer spot beneath the Adam's apple. He began to get scared. He didn't want to kill.
   Teddy's nails were ripping his shirt and the flesh under it, He tore away suddenly and loosed one hand from Teddy's throat and brought it crashing down against his temple.
   Teddy's hands faltered. Danny flailed his fist down twice more. Teddy Rieff lay still, breathing hoarsely through his mouth.
   Danny got up. Very slowly, waiting for the pain to break through the numbness. Through a wavering red curtain he saw Frieda.
   "Tie him up," he said thickly. "Keep him. Police. . . . " The golden arrow on her collar flashed at him. "Police?"
   "Coming. Millie sent for them. Teddy killed your sisterâ��"
   "Yes," she said. "Yes. I know that. Are you all right?"
   "I guess so." He wiped the blood out of his eyes and swallowed what was in his mouth. Teddy was groaning on the floor. Danny said, "We'll have to take care of his mother somehow. Lock the door, maybe. Keep her out till the police come."
   Frieda nodded and turned the key. Teddy looked awful, bloody and choking on his breath. It scared Danny. What if Teddy died?
   He was Danny's only proof of innocence. There was no direct evidence against him. But the police would at least investigate, might find some, might even force him to confess. But with Teddy dead, at Danny's hands. . . .
   He wasn't dead. He was tough. A little blood didn't mean much. Danny pulled himself together and helped Frieda tie him with curtain cords.
   Then he just sat, looking across at Frieda. Her hair looked even paler against the dark blue robe, gold and shining like the arrow on her collar. Her eyes were very blue. She smiled tremulously, and said, "This is what I prayed you'd do. I've been so frightened. My sister wasn't good to me, and Teddy . . . I didn't know anyone to ask help from, and when you came, Iâ��you might have been killed. Can you ever forgive me?"
   He waved a bruised hand awkwardly. "You gave me my chance. The cops think I killed your sister."
   "Teddy told me about that."
   "How did the old woman let herself get blackmailed?" Frieda shrugged wearily. "Cicely's been working on it ever since we came out here to live with Aunt Grace. Our parents died, you see. Cicely never told me much, but I think she got a candid camera shot of Aunt Graceâ��Mrs. Rieffâ��taking a necklace from Princess. It didn't mean much by itself. But Cicely had a case all built up in her mind, enough so that my aunt didn't want to risk an investigation."
   She caught her breath suddenly, looking toward the door. "She's coming back."
   Danny got up and went to the door. Fear began to knot his insides again, he didn't know why. She was a woman, and locked out. But there was something about her, about her eyes. . . .
   Her heavy footsteps came up, and stopped outside, and for the second time that night the knob turned under Danny's fingers. He said, "The door's locked, Mrs. Rieff. It's going to stay locked until the police get here."
   There was a startled intake of breath, and a silence. Then her voice came, ominously quiet.
   "Have you hurt Teddy?"
   "He'll be all right. Only he's staying here, for the police." And then, sharp and taut behind him, Frieda screamed. Danny whirled around. Frieda was half crouched over
   Teddy, her hands pressed over her heart. She looked up at him, slowly.
   "He's dead," she whispered. "You've killed him."
   Danny went forward, three wavering, leaden steps. Teddy lay utterly still, not groaning, not breathing. His lips were blue. Mrs. Rieff called from beyond the door, but Danny hardly heard her.
   He stood staring down at the body. His bony hands opened and closed slowly, still feeling Teddy's living throat against them.
   Teddy's throat. Cicely's throat. They'd never believe him now. "Frieda. Frieda!"
   The girl looked at him, dazed.
   "Frieda, you'll tell them how it happened. You'll tell them. . . ."
   She crumpled down gently at his feet, lying like a tired child with her cheek on her hand, the arrow glinting on her breast. It was then that Mrs. Rieff came in. There must have been another door into the hall. She came slowly through the bedroom door to Danny's right. She carried a snub-nosed automatic, with a silencer on it.
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HER EYES WERE LIKE SMALL polished bits of steel, sunk deep under heavy lids, seeing everything. Teddy's battered body. Blood splashed over the carpet. Danny standing on wide-braced feet, beaten and torn and half stripped, wild with numb terror. And Frieda, lying quiet, her wheat-gold hair burning against the rug.
   Without speaking or letting the automatic waver a fraction of an inch, Mrs. Rieff bent down and put her free hand on Teddy's throat, feeling for the pulse under the jaw. Then she pilled back an eyelid and gave one swift, keen look.
   She got up. Her heavy face was almost expressionless, but Danny's heart twisted in him like a scared animal. She whispered, "I didn't mean to kill him."
   "That's too bad." Her voice, held tight to a level, throaty whisper, betrayed what she was feeling. "That's too bad!" 'lime, the room, the universe, shrank in on Danny Thayer so lie could hardly breathe. The focal point of the whole cosmos was Mrs. Rieff's finger, tightening on the trigger.
   He said, stupidly, "Teddy killed the girl. He was going to kill me. I had to. . . . "
   "I know, I sent him to do both."
   Danny backed off a step. She followed, Death in a nightgown and a flannel wrapper, with curlers in its hair. She said softly, "I want to kill you. I want to kill you myself, for killing my son. And even if I didn't, do you think I could let you leave this house alive after all you've learned this night?"
   "They'll get you for killing me. They'll be here soon."
   She laughed, softly. "Look at this room, and you, and Teddy. Who'll blame me for shooting a crazy killer, already wanted?"
   "Frieda. Millie. They'll tell. . . . "
   "I'll take care of Frieda and Millie."
   The automatic came up, steadied, rock-like in her thick hand. Danny said, "Wait. Did you know Teddy was blackmailing Cicely and keeping the money? Your money?"
   Her hard pebble eyes blinked. "You're lying."
   "Why do you think she was demanding more and more money? Just yesterday, so that you and Halstead both wanted to kill her on the same night. Look in Teddy's pockets. You'll find the bills I stole from the body, and a note."
   "You're a fool. Teddy wouldn't have left money on her body, even if he had been lying to me."
   "I frightened him away, running across that stone bridge."
   Her eyes were ugly with pain and hate. She was only listening with the top of her mind, watching him, thinking how he was going to die.
   "What stone bridge?"
   "In the La Brea Pits, where he killed her."
   "You're crazy," said Mrs. Rieff dreamily. "He drove her car off the road into Coldwater Canyon."
   The round black eye of the automatic was staring at Danny's heart.
   He dropped, twisting sideways back of a chair. The bullet sang just over his head and thunked into the plaster.
   He cried out, "I tell you he killed her in the Pits! He jammed her throat down into the mouth of that sabre-tooth cat. For God's sake, look!"
   Perhaps missing her shot had shaken her a little, or perhaps the truth was naked in Danny's voice. She bent, slowly, never taking her eyes from the chair where the boy crouched, and felt Teddy's pockets.
   Danny could see part of her, under the chair. He saw her hand draw the bills out and hold them for a minute, and he listened for a siren, praying. But there was only silence.
   Mrs. Rieff whispered, "You did. You lied to me, Teddy. You said you couldn't get anything on her to make her stop. That's why we had to kill her."
   Then her hand dropped the bills and lay for a moment tenderly on Teddy's face. "It doesn't matter now." She got up. "It doesn't matter now, does it, you there behind the chair? They're both dead now, and it doesn't matter!" Danny, under the chair, watched her thick white ankles come slowly toward him. Beyond them was Frieda, lying still, the golden arrow glittering softly as she breathed. Frieda knew what Teddy had on Cicely. She could tell the whole story of Teddy's double-cross. But she was out. And it didn't matter, anyway. They were both dead, and he was going to be.
   The ankles stopped beyond the chair. He could see the veins up on them, blue and bunchy. His long jaw stiffened. If he got up suddenly, and pushed the chair over into her. . . . Frieda stirred, just the faintest contraction of the muscles, the golden arrow shot a wicked barb of light into his eyes.
   Danny's muscles tightened. There were fragments of glass and china on the floor from the table he and Teddy had knocked over. He got a handful, caught a deep breath, and surged up.
   The chair crashed over, almost into Mrs. Rieff's knees, so that she had to move back. And the handful of fragments shot out like shrapnel from Danny's hand.
   They struck Frieda Rieff full in the face and neck. She cried out and sprang up, startled and furious, her face twisted into a devil's mask frighteningly like Teddy's.
   Danny shouted, "Don't shoot. I didn't kill your son. She did!"
   For a long moment there was silence. Then Frieda began to cry softly, the look on her face gone so swiftly that it might have been imagination. Mrs. Rieff said, almost soundlessly, "What are you trying to do?"
   "Save my neck," said Danny. She had her balance again. She could shoot, any time. Frieda was standing with her face in her hands, her wheat-gold hair falling over them, shaking a little.
   Danny said, "Frieda was faking. She was waiting for you to kill me. That way I'd take the blame for both murders."
   "That's not true." Frieda's voice was a broken, childish sob. "I did faint. When I came to I was scared. I just lay there. How can you say I killed my own cousin?"
   For an instant Danny was shaken. She was so soft, so lovely, so miserable. Mrs. Rieff saw his hesitation. She said, "You're stalling."
   Faintly, then, there was a siren wailing. Far away, but coming. Sweat needled Danny's face.
   Frieda burst out, "How could I have killed Teddy? You were right with me all the time. And there's no mark on him you didn't put there!"
   "Frieda," he said quietly, "where does that golden arrow belong?"
   Her hand flew to her collar, slid down slowly to her breast. "No place in particular. Anywhere. Anywhere I want to put it.
   Mrs. Rieff said slowly, "It's always on the collar. It was on the collar half an hour ago. Why did you move it?"
   "I don't know. What difference does it make. Why do you want to treat me this way?"
   She crumpled into a chair, crying. Mrs. Rieff was staring at her with hard pebble eyes. Danny took a chance. He walked over to her and pulled her head back by the wheat-gold hair and said, "When I was standing at the door with my back turned you took the gold arrow off your robe. What did you do with it, Frieda?"
   "Iâ��nothing. I didn't know I did it. Aunt Grace!"
   Mrs. Rieff stood still, watching. Danny reached down suddenly and unfastened the pin and held it up.
   There was blood, just a tiny smear of it, in the joint of the pin. A brass pin, five inches long, and sharp at the tip.
   She sat there, quite still, her face hardening like soft clay glazing in the kiln. Danny said slowly, "You couldn't stab him to the heart with that. You didn't open a vein. But. . . . "He knelt suddenly by the body, looking down into the haltered, bloodstained face. He found what he was looking for, and felt sick.
   "Through the eye," he said. "Into the brain. She thought a little prick like that would never be noticed, in the corner of the eye."
   Mrs. Rieff looked down, and then up again, at Frieda. She shrank back, her eyes wide.
   "I tell you I didn't! He's lying. Why should I kill Teddy?" "Because," said Danny, "you killed Cicely, too, and he knew it."
   He felt suddenly weary. He didn't even get up from the corpse. He just squatted there, and heard his voice run on. "You've had bad luck tonight, haven't you, Frieda? You lost your temper and killed Cicely. I saw her body, and I know you lost your temper. Then I scared you away from the money, and you weren't sure I hadn't seen you.
   "You saw me. I forgot that. When I turned up here you were scared. Maybe I'd recognize you. I had the money, too, and you wanted that. You felt it in my pocket when you leaned against me out there in the yard, when we found Halstead.
   "Only there was Teddy. You wanted to use me against Teddy, and you succeeded. But Teddy got the money first. He knew then that Cicely was dead, that he hadn't killed her, and that left only you.
   "Because he knew all about you, Frieda. He tried to force you to come in with him. Then I knocked him out and tried to keep him for the police, and you knew he'd have to tell the truth in order to save his own neck. So you killed him, with the only weapon you hadâ��that pin.
   "You aren't very used to murder, though. You got flustered, between doing it and putting on an act for me, and you got the pin back in the wrong place. You'd have been all right, if it hadn't been for that. But I saw it was wrong, and I wondered why, and all of a sudden a lot of things lined right up and made sense."
   Mrs. Rieff said, "You don't make sense, kid." But she wasn't going to shoot. She was looking at the gold arrow.
   "I didn't," said Danny wearily. "I'm a hell of a detective. I was fooled, like everybody else, into thinking Cicely was a hard-boiled blackmailer. I went on from there and built up a perfect case against Teddy, just like everybody else. I was almost right, too.
   "But I was an awful dope. I swallowed that picture of Cicely you all had, and didn't pay any attention to the Cicely that Millie knew. A gentle, kindly girl who was scared out of her wits and knew something was going to happen to her.
   "Would a hard-boiled criminal show all that to a servant? Wouldn't she do something about it? She'd apparently done enough before. And what could Teddy have on her, to make her pay blackmail?
   "I didn't think much about that, either. I guess I thought he was threatening to expose her to the police. But he couldn't have done that. He was in too deep himself. So it had to be something elseâ��someone else that Cicely was afraid of.
   "I'd never have guessed who, if Frieda hadn't been forced to kill Teddy."
   Mrs. Rieff still hadn't moved, but her hard little eyes were intent. Frieda hid her face in her hands. Her voice came small died soft and piteous, "You're mad! Cicely's always dominated me. I don't know what was between her and Teddy, but I didn't kill her! I wouldn't have the strength. And you said yourself the killer was a man."
   "I thought so. I'm used to thinking of pants as masculine. But Cicely was awfully small, and you're no weakling, Frieda. What did you do with your dark slack suit, Frieda, and the thing that goes around your head and covers up that blonde hair?"
   She didn't answer, and Mrs. Rieff said, "Yes. Where is it?"
   "I gave it away. Yesterday. The War Relief people."
   "The police," said Danny, "can trace it, then. Especially with all that blood on it."
   "All right!" Frieda was standing suddenly, her face white and hard, her eyes startingly like Teddy's, narrow and cat-like. "I changed my clothes in my car. I wrapped the slack suit around a big rock and threw it in the sump of an abandoned oil well.
   "Sure, I killed her. I didn't mean to. I've used Cicely since we were kids, making her do my dirty work and take the blame. She was useful to me. But she went soft tonight. She said she was going to the police, that she couldn't go on this way. I lost my temper. . . .
   "I was mad anyway. I found out about Teddy. He made love to her while I was gone, and the fool fell for it. He found out all about me, and used Cicely's fear of me to blackmail her. Pretty little set-up, wasn't it, Aunt Grace? Me behind Cicely, Cicely blackmailing you and Halstead and a couple of others, and Teddy milking the lot of us.
   "Cicely couldn't keep it up. There just wasn't enough money for both Teddy and me. She had to confess. And by that time, Teddy was dangerous to me. And the restâ��well, you're pretty clever, kid."
   She turned on her aunt. There wasn't any fear or softness in her. Just tough flexible realism, seeing, weighing, acting.
   "What do we do now, Aunt Grace? If you go ahead and shoot the boy, we're both in the clear on those murders. If you shoot me, the police will get you. If you don't shoot either of us, I'll spill all I know about Rieff Blackmail, Incorporated, before I die."
   "But if I shoot both of you," said Mrs. Rieff gently, "the boy will be saddled with three murders, and I'll be clear."
   Danny hurled himself just as the silenced gun plopped softly. The bullet snarled past his ear, biting a little chunk of flesh from the cartilage. Then he had smashed into Mrs. Rieff.
   She was too heavy to move fast enough. The gun spoke once more, harmlessly. Then Danny's fingers had crushed it out of her hand.
   He sat down, then, holding the gun on two women who looked more like trapped wolves than women. The sirens screamed up outside the house, and stopped, and presently there were feet tramping through the house.
   Big, heavy feet. And for the first time, Danny Thayer was glad to hear them.


http://www.archive.org/details/MurderInTheFamily
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The Sky People - S. M. Stirling : z homage - 4.0 - science fiction 


"Deera of the Cloud Mountain People ran as she had through the short hours of darkness, without hope and without much fear. The mild warm air of the midlands made the sweat on her face and flanks feel almost cool as it dried, and the tall grass beat against her thighs as her long legs scissored endlessly. The morning sun was still low, casting the seven runners' shadows before them and turning the clouds to the color of raw gold; they had trotted through the short bright summer night and would run on into the long span of daylight, until the great yellow globe of Sauweli sank in the east... if they lived that long, which was unlikely.


She would run until she could run no more; then the Wergu would catch them, and they would fight, and they would die. If they were fortunate, they would die quickly; her warriors had orders to make sure of that for her. There had been some slight chance that they would reach the foothills before the beastmen came up with them, being longer-limbed, but their foes had gained too quickly for that to seem likely. The Cloud Mountain party had been tired from a long journey when the ambush struck, and those who broke away had not had time to snatch up more than their weapons, nor had they been able to build enough of a lead to hide their trail. Now hunger gnawed at them as well as weariness, and they had had no time to do anything but scoop up water in their hands as they forded pool or creek. The Wergu were fresh, with gourds of water at their belts and dried meat in their pouches to eat as they pursued.


Then her mate Jaran broke the deep rhythm of his breath, sniffing deeply.


"What is it, my love?" Deera said. "What do you scent?"


Before he could answer, she smelled it herself, and spoke: "Fire!"


The land before the dozen-strong war party was gently rolling, covered in long green grass starred with flowers crimson and white, with copses of trees along the occasional small streams. They passed small herds of tharg and churr, but luckily nothing bigger, and most animals-of-fur avoided men. Not longtooths or greatwolves or crescent-horns, but there weren't any of those in sight either. Then they saw the thread of smoke rising skyward, and saw animals and flyers heading away. Men and beastmen used fire... or it might be wild-fire from a lightning strike, deadly in grassland country if it spread.


"We go there," Deera said, pointing; the sunlight broke off the bright bronze of her spearhead. 


She alone of their party carried metal weapons, the spear and the knife at her belt; their trading mission to the coastal cities hadn't reached its goal before the Wergu found them. 


"That is where the streak-of-light pointed," her mate said doubtfully. "A bad omen."


"It is a new thing. If we go on with no new thing, the beastmen will crack our bones for marrow before the sun sets. If it is not a new thing we can use, we cannot be killed any more surely.""


http://hem.bredband.net/b104699/books/skypeople/skypeople_p.html
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Lost Sorceress of the Silent Citadel - Michael Moorcock : z homage - 4.0 - science fiction 


A homage to Brackett.  Appeared in Peter Crowther's Mars Probes anthology, and is also in The Space Opera Renaissance by David G. Hartwell and Kathryn Cramer.


A link to the podcast version by Starship Sofa :-


http://www.podtrac.com/pts/redirect.mp3/media.libsyn.com/media/starshipsofa/Michael_Moorcocks_The_Lost_Sorceress_of_The_Silent_Citadel.mp3
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Child of the Sun - Leigh Brackett : z online public domain - 3.5 - science fiction 


CHILD OF THE SUN
   Eric Falken stood utterly still, staring down at his leashed and helpless hands on the controls of the spaceship Falcon.


The red lights on his indicator panel showed Hiltonist ships in a three-dimensional half-moon, above, behind, and below him. Pincer jaws, closing fast.


The animal instinct of escape prodded him, but he couldn't obey. He had fuel enough for one last burst of speed. But there was no way through that ring of ships. Tractor-beams, criss-crossing between them, would net the Falcon like a fish.


There was no way out ahead, either. Mercury was there, harsh and bitter in the naked blaze of the sun. The ships of Gantry Hilton, President of the Federation of Worlds, inventor of the Psycho-Adjuster, and ruler of men's souls, were herding him down to a landing at the lonely Spaceguard outpost.


A landing he couldn't dodge. And then . . . .


For Paul Avery, a choice of death or Happiness. For himself and Sheila Moore, there was no choice. It was death.


The red lights blurred before Falken's eyes. The throb of the plates under his feet faded into distance. He'd stood at the controls for four chronometer days, ever since the Hiltonists had chased him up from Losangles, back on Earth.


He knew it was because he was exhausted that he couldn't think, or stop the nightmare of the past days from tramping through his brain, hammering the incessant question at him. How?


How had the Hiltonists traced him back from New York? Paul Avery, the Unregenerate recruit he went to get, had passed a rigid psycho-searchâ��which, incidentally, revealed the finest brain ever to come to the Unregenerate cause. He couldn't be a spy. And he'd spoken to no one but Falken.


Yet they were traced. Hiltonist Black Guards were busy now, destroying the last avenues of escape from Earth, avenues that he, Falken, had led them through.


But how? He knew he hadn't given himself away. For thirty years he'd been spiriting Unregenerates away from Gantry Hilton's strongholds of Peace and Happiness. He was too old a hand for blunders.


Yet, somehow, the Black Guards caught up with them at Losangles, where the Falcon lay hidden. And, somehow, they got away, with a starving green-eyed girl named Kitty . . . .


"Not Kitty," Falken muttered. "Kitty's Happy. Hilton took Kitty, thirty years ago. On our wedding day."


A starving waif named Sheila Moore, who begged him for help, because he was Eric Falken and almost a god to the Unregenerates. They got away in the Falcon, but the Hiltonist ships followed.


Driven, hopeless flight, desperate effort to shake pursuit before he was too close to the Sun. Time and again, using precious fuel and accelerations that tried even his tough body, Falken thought he had escaped.


But they found him again. It was uncanny, the way they found him.


Now he couldn't run any more. At least he'd led the Hiltonists away from the pitiful starving holes where his people hid, on the outer planets and barren asteroids and dark derelict hulks floating far outside the traveled lanes.


And he'd kill himself before the Hiltonist psycho-search could pick his brain of information about the Unregenerates. Kill himself, if he could wake up.


He began to laugh, a drunken, ragged chuckle. He couldn't stop laughing. He clung to the panel edge and laughed until the tears ran down his scarred, dark face.


"Stop it," said Sheila Moore. "Stop it, Falken!"


"Can't. It's funny. We live in hell for thirty years, we Unregenerates, fighting Hiltonism. We're licked, now. We were before we started.


"Now I'm going to die so they can suffer hell a few weeks more. It's so damned funny!"
   

Sleep dragged at him. Sleep, urgent and powerful. So powerful that it seemed like an outside force gripping his mind. His hands relaxed on the panel edge.


"Falken," said Sheila Moore. "Eric Falken!"


Some steely thing in her voice lashed him erect again. She crouched on the shelf bunk against the wall, her feral green eyes blazing, her thin body taut in its torn green silk.


"You've got to get away, Falken. You've got to escape."


He had stopped laughing. "Why?" he asked dully.


"We need you, Falken. You're a legend, a hope we cling to. If you give up, what are we to go on?"


She rose and paced the narrow deck. Paul Avery watched her from the bunk on the opposite wall, his amber eyes dull with the deep weariness that slackened his broad young body.


Falken watched her, too. The terrible urge for sleep hammered at him, bowed his grey-shot, savage head, drew the strength from his lean muscles. But he watched Sheila Moore.


That was why he had risked his life, and Avery's, and broken Unregenerate law to save her, unknown and untested. She blazed, somehow. She stabbed his brain with the same cold fire he had felt after Kitty was taken from him.


"You've got to escape," she said. "We can't give up, yet."


Her voice was distant, her raw-gold hair a detached haze of light. Darkness crept on Falken's brain.


"How?" he whispered.


"I don't know . . . Falken!" She caught him with thin painful fingers. "They're driving you down on Mercury. Why not trick them? Why not goâ��beyond?"


He stared at her. Even he would never have thought of that. Beyond the orbit of Mercury there was only death.


Avery leaped to his feet. For a startled instant Falken's brain cleared, and he saw the trapped, wild terror in Avery's face.


"We'd die," said Avery hoarsely. "The heat . . ."


Sheila faced him. "We'll die anyway, unless you want Psycho-Change. Why not try it, Eric? Their instruments won't work close to the Sun. They may even be afraid to follow."


The wiry, febrile force of her beat at them. "Try, Eric. We have nothing to lose."


Paul Avery stared from one to the other of them and then to the red lights that were ships. Abruptly he sank down on the edge of his bunk and dropped his broad, fair head in his hands. Falken saw the cords like drawn harp-strings on the backs of them.


"I . . . can't," whispered Falken. The command to sleep was once more a vast shout in his brain. "I can't think."


"You must!" said Sheila. "If you sleep, we'll be taken. You won't be able to kill yourself. They'll pick your brain empty. Then they'll Hiltonize you with the Psycho-Adjuster.


"They'll blank your brain with electric impulses and then transmit a whole new memory-pattern, even shifting the thought-circuits so that you won't think the same way. They'll change your metabolism, your glandular balance, your pigmentation, your face, and your fingerprints."


He knew she was recounting these things deliberately, to force him to fight. But still the weak darkness shrouded him.


"Even your name will be gone," she said. "You'll be placid and lifeless, lazing your life away, just one of Hilton's cattle." She took a deep breath and added, "Like Kitty."


He caught her shoulders, then, grinding the thin bone of them. "How did you know?"


"That night, when you saw me, you said her name. Perhaps I made you think of her. I know how it feels, Eric. They took the boy I loved away from me."


He clung to her, the blue distant fire in his eyes taking life from the hot, green blaze of hers. There was iron in her. He could feel the spark and clash of it against his mind.


"Talk to me," he whispered. "Keep me awake. I'll try."


Waves of sleep clutched Falken with physical hands. But he turned to the control panel.


The bitter blaze of Mercury stabbed his bloodshot eyes. Red lights hemmed him in. He couldn't think. And then Sheila Moore began to talk. Standing behind him, her thin vital hands on his shoulders, telling him the story of Hiltonism.


"Gantry Hilton's Psycho-Adjuster was a good thing at first. Through the mapping and artificial blanking of brain-waves and the use of electro-hypnotismâ��the transmission of thought-patterns directly to the brainâ��it cured non-lesional insanity, neuroses, and criminal tendencies. Then, at the end of the Interplanetary War . . ."


Red lights closing in. How could he get past the Spaceguard battery? Sheila's voice fought back the darkness. Speed, that was what he needed. And more guts than he'd ever had to use in his life before. And luck.


"Keep talking, Sheila. Keep me awake."


" . . . Hilton boomed his discovery. The people were worn out with six years of struggle. They wanted Hiltonism, Peace and Happiness. The passion for escape from life drove them like lunatics."


He found the emergency lever and thrust it down. The last ounce of hoarded power slammed into the rocket tubes. The Falcon reared and staggered.


Then she shot straight for Mercury, with the thin high scream of tortured metal shivering along the cabin walls.


Spaceshells burst. They shook the Falcon, but they were far behind. The ring of red lights was falling away. Acceleration tore at Falken's body, but the web of sleep was loosening. Sheila's voice cried to him, the story of man's slavery.


The naked, hungry peaks of Mercury snarled at Falken. And then the guns of the Spaceguard post woke up.


"Talk, Sheila!" he cried. "Keep talking!"


"So Gantry Hilton made himself a sort of God, regulating the thoughts and emotions of his people. There is no opposition now, except for the Unregenerates, and we have no power. Humanity walks in a placid stupor. It cannot feel dissatisfaction, disloyalty, or the will to grow and change. It cannot fight, even morally.


"Gantry Hilton is a god. His son after him will be a god. And humanity is dying."


There was a strange, almost audible snap in Falken's brain. He felt a quick, terrible stab of hate that startled him because it seemed no part of himself. Then it was gone, and his mind was clear.


He was tired to exhaustion, but he could think, and fight.


Livid, flaming stars leaped and died around him. Racked plates screamed in agony. Falken's lean hands raced across the controls. He knew now what he was going to do.


Down, down, straight into the black, belching mouths of the guns, gambling that his sudden burst of speed would confuse the gunners, that the tiny speck of his ship hurtling bow-on would be hard to see against the star-flecked depths of space.


Falken's lips were white. Sheila's thin hands were a sharp unnoticed pain on his shoulders. Down, down . . . . The peaks of Mercury almost grazed his hull.


A shell burst searingly, dead ahead. Blinded, dazed, Falken held his ship by sheer instinct. Thundering rockets fought the gravitational pull for a moment. Then he was through, and across.


Across Mercury, in free space, a speeding mote lost against the titanic fires of the Sun.
   

Falken turned. Paul Avery lay still in his bunk, but his golden eyes were wide, staring at Falken. They dropped to Sheila Moore, who had slipped exhausted to the floor, and came back to Falken and stared and stared with a queer, stark look that Falken couldn't read.


Falken cut the rockets and locked the controls. Heat was already seeping through the hull. He looked through shaded ports at the vast and swollen Sun.


No man in the history of space travel had ventured so close before. He wondered how long they could stand the heat, and whether the hull could screen off the powerful radiations.


His brain, with all its knowledge of the Unregenerate camps, was safe for a time. Knowing the hopelessness of it, he smiled sardonically, wondering if sheer habit had taken the place of reason.


Then Sheila's bright head made him think of Kitty, and he knew that his tired body had betrayed him. He could never give up.


He went down beside Sheila. He took her hands and said:


"Thank you. Thank you, Sheila Moore."


And then, quite peacefully, he was asleep with his head in her lap.



The heat was a malignant, vampire presence. Eric Falken felt it even before he wakened. He was lying in Avery's bunk, and the sweat that ran from his body made a sticky pool under him.


Sheila lay across from him, eyes closed, raw-gold hair pushed back from her temples. The torn green silk of her dress clung damply. The starved thinness of her gave her a strange beauty, clear and brittle, like sculptured ice.


She'd lived in alleys and cellars, hiding from the Hiltonists, because she wouldn't be Happy. She was strong, that girl. Like an unwanted cat that simply wouldn't die.


Avery sat in the pilot's chair, watching through the shaded port. He swung around as Falken got up. The exhaustion was gone from his square young face, but his eyes were still veiled and strange. Falken couldn't read them, but he sensed fear.


He asked, "How long have I slept?"


Avery shrugged. "The chronometer stopped. A long time, though. Twenty hours, perhaps."


Falken went to the controls. "Better go back now. We'll swing wide of Mercury, and perhaps we can get through." He hoped their constant velocity hadn't carried them too far for their fuel.


Relief surged over Avery's face. "The size of that Sun," he said jerkily. "It's terrifying. I never felt . . ."


He broke off sharply. Something about his tone brought Sheila's eyes wide open.


Suddenly, the bell of the mass-detector began to ring, a wild insistent jangle.


"Meteor!" cried Falken and leaped for the Visor screen. Then he froze, staring.


It was no meteor, rushing at them out of the vast blaze of the Sun. It was a planet.


A dark planet, black as the infinity behind it, barren and cruel as starvation, touched in its jagged peaks with subtle, phosphorescent fires.


Paul Avery whispered, "Good Lord! A planet, here? But it's impossible!"


Sheila Moore sprang up.


"No! Remember the old legends about Vulcan, the planet between Mercury and the Sun? Nobody believed in it, because they could never find it. But they could never explain Mercury's crazy orbit, either, except by the gravitational interference of another body."


Avery said, "Surely the Mercurian observatories would have found it?" A pulse began to beat in his strong white throat.


"It's there," snapped Falken impatiently. "And we'll crash it in a minute if we . . . Sheila! Sheila Moore!"


The dull glare from the ports caught the proud, bleak lines of his gypsy face, the sudden fire in his blue eyes.


"This is a world, Sheila! It might be a world for us, a world where Unregenerates could live, and wait!"


She gasped and stared at him, and Paul Avery said:


"Look at it, Falken! No one, nothing could live there."


Falken said softly, "Afraid to land and see?"


Yellow eyes burned into his, confused and wild. Then Avery turned jerkily away.


"No. But you can't land, Falken. Look at it."


Falken looked, using a powerful search-beam, probing. Vulcan was smaller even than Mercury. There was no atmosphere. Peaks like splinters of black glass bristled upward, revolving slowly in the Sun's tremendous blaze.


The beam went down into the bottomless dark of the canyons. There was nothing there, but the glassy rock and the dim glints of light through it.


"All the same," said Falken, "I'm going to land." If there was even a tiny chance, he couldn't let it slip.


Unregeneracy was almost dead in the inhabited worlds. Paul Avery was the only recruit in months. And it was dying in the miserable outer strongholds of independence.


Starvation, plague, cold, and darkness. Insecurity and danger, and the awful lost terror of humans torn from earth and light. Unless they could find a place of safety, with warmth and light and dirt to grow food in, where babies could be born and live, Gantry Hilton would soon have the whole Solar System for his toy.


There were no more protests. Falken set the ship down with infinite skill on a ledge on the night side. Then he turned, feeling the blood beat in his wrists and throat.


"Vac suits," he said. "There are two and a spare."


They got into them, shuffled through the airlock, and stood still, the first humans on an undiscovered world.
   

Lead weights in their boots held them so that they could walk. Falken thrust at the rock with a steel-shod alpenstock.


"It's like glass," he said. "Some unfamiliar compound, probably, fused out of raw force in the Solar disturbance that created the planets. That would explain its resistance to heat."


Radio headphones carried Avery's voice back to him clearly, and Falken realized that the stuff of the planet insulated against Solar waves, which would normally have blanketed communication.


"Whatever it is," said Avery, "it sucks up light. That's why it's never been seen. Only little glimmers seep through, too feeble for telescopes even on Mercury to pick up against the Sun. Its mass is too tiny for its transits to be visible, and it doesn't reflect."


"A sort of dark stranger, hiding in space," said Sheila, and shivered. "Look, Eric! Isn't that a cave mouth?"


Falken's heart gave a great leap of hope. There were caves on Pluto. Perhaps, in the hidden heart of this queer world . . . .


They went toward the opening. It was surprisingly warm. Falken guessed that the black rock diffused the Sun's heat instead of stopping it.


Thin ragged spires reared overhead, stabbing at the stars. Furtive glints of light came and went in ebon depths. The cave opened before them, and their torches showed glistening walls dropping sheer away into blackness.


Falken uncoiled a thousand-foot length of synthetic fiber rope from his belt. It was no larger than a spider web, and strong enough to hold Falken and Avery together. He tied one each of their metal boots to it and let it down.


It floated endlessly out, the lead weight dropping slowly in the light gravity. Eight hundred, nine hundred feet. When there were five feet of rope left in Falken's hand it stopped.


"Well," he said. "There is a bottom."


Paul Avery caught his arm. "You aren't going down?"


"Why not?" Falken scowled at him, puzzled. "Stay here, if you prefer. Sheila?"


"I'm coming with you."


"All right," whispered Avery. "I'll come.'" His amber eyes were momentarily those of a lion caught in a pit. Afraid, and dangerous.


Dangerous? Falken shook his head irritably He drove his alpenstock into a crack and made the rope fast.


"Hang onto it," he said. "We'll float like balloons, but be careful. I'll go first. If there's anything wrong down there, chuck off your other boot and climb up fast."


They went down, floating endlessly on the weighted rope. Little glints of light fled through the night-dark walls. It grew hot. Then Falken struck a jog in the cleft wall and felt himself sliding down a forty-five-degree offset. Abruptly, there was light.


Falken yelled, in sharp, wild warning.


The thing was almost on him. A colossus with burning eyes set on foot-long stalks, with fanged jaws agape and muscles straining.


Falken grabbed for his blaster. The quick motion over-balanced him. Sheila slid down on him and they fell slowly together, staring helplessly at destruction charging at them through a rainbow swirl of light.


The creature rushed by, in utter silence.


Paul Avery landed, his blaster ready. Falken and Sheila scrambled up, cold with the sweat of terror.


"What was it?" gasped Sheila.


Falken said shakily, "God knows!" He turned to look at their surroundings.


And swept the others back into the shadow of the cleft.


Riders hunted the colossus. Riders of a shape so mad that even in madness no human could have conceived them. Riders on steeds like the arrowing tails of comets, hallooing on behind a pack of nightmare hounds . . . .


Cold sweat drenched him. "How can they live without air?" he whispered. "And why didn't they see us?"


There was no answer. But they were safe, for the moment. The light, a shifting web of prismatic colors, showed nothing moving.


They stood on a floor of the glassy black rock. Above and on both sides walls curved away into the wild lightâ��sunlight, apparently, splintered by the shell of the planet. Ahead there was an ebon plain, curving to match the curve of the vault.


Falken stared at it bitterly There was no haven here. No life as he knew it could survive in this pit. Yet there was life, of some mad sort. Another time, they might not escape.


"Better go back," he said wearily, and turned to catch the rope.


The cleft was gone.


Smooth and unbroken, the black wall mocked him. Yet he hadn't moved more than two paces. He smothered a swift stab of fear.


"Look for it," he snapped. "It must be here."


But it wasn't. They searched, and came again together, to stare at each other with eyes already a little mad.


Paul Avery laughed sharply. "There's something here," he said. "Something alive."


Falken snarled, "Of course, you fool! Those creatures . . . ."


"No. Something else. Something laughing at us."


"Shut up, Avery," said Sheila. "We can't go to pieces now."


"And we can't just stand here glaring." Falken looked out through the rainbow dazzle. "We may as well explore. Perhaps there's another way out."


Avery chuckled, without mirth. "And perhaps there isn't. Perhaps there was never a way in. What happened to it, Falken?"


"Control yourself," said Falken silkily, "or I'll rip off your oxygen valve. All right. Let's go."


They went a long way across the plain in the airless, unechoing silence, slipping on glassy rock, dazzled by the wheeling colors.


Then Falken saw the castle.


It loomed quite suddenlyâ��a bulk of squat wings with queer, twisted turrets and straggling windows. Falken scowled. He was sure he hadn't seen it before. Perhaps the light . . .


They hesitated. Icy moth-wings flittered over Falken's skin. He would have gone around, but black walls seemed to stretch endlessly on either side of the castle.


"We go in," he said, and shuddered at the thought of meeting folk like those who hunted the flaming-eyed colossus.


Blasters ready, they went up flat titanic steps. A hall without doors stretched before them. They went down it.
   

Falken had a dizzy sense of change. The walls quivered as though with a wash of water over them. And then there were doors opening out of a round hall.


He opened one. There was a round hall beyond, with further doors. He turned back. The hall down which they had come had vanished. There were only doors. Hundreds of them, of odd shapes and sizes, like things imperfectly remembered.


Paul Avery began to laugh.


Falken struck him, hard, over the helmet. He stopped, and Sheila caught Falken's arm, pointing.


Shadows came, rushing and wheeling like monstrous birds. Cold dread caught Falken's heart. Shadows, hunting them . . .


He choked down the mad laughter rising in his own throat. He opened another door.


Halls, with doors. The shadows swept after them. Falken hurled the doors open, faster and faster, but there was never anything beyond but another hall, with doors.


His heart was gorged and painful. His clothing was cold on his sweating body. He plunged on and on through black halls and drifting shards of light, with the shadows dancing all around and doors, doors, doors.


Paul Avery made a little empty chuckle. "It's laughing," he mumbled and went down on the black floor. The shadows leaped.


Sheila's eyes were staring fire in her starved white face. Her terror shocked against Falken's brain and steadied it.


"Take his feet," he said harshly. "Take his feet."


They staggered on with their burden. And presently there were no more doors, and no roof overhead. Only the light and the glassy walls, and the dancing shadows.


The walls were thin in places. Through them Falken saw the dark colossus with its flaming eyes, straining through the spangled light. After it came the hounds and hunters, not gaining nor falling back, riding in blind absorption.


The walls faded, and the shadows. They were alone in the center of the black plain. Falken looked back at the castle.


There was nothing but the flat and naked rock.


He laid Avery down. He saw Sheila Moore fall beside him. He laughed, one small, mad chuckle. Then he crouched beside the others, his scarred gypsy face a mask of living stone.


Whether it was then, or hours later that he heard the voice, Falken never knew. But it spoke loudly in his mind, that voice. It brought him up, his futile blaster raised.


"You are humans," said the voice. "How wonderful!"


Falken looked upward, sensing a change in the light.


Something floated overhead. A ten-foot area of curdled glory, a core of blinding brilliance set in a lacy froth of fire.


The beauty of it caught Falken's throat. It shimmered with a sparkling opalescence, infinitely lovelyâ��a living, tender flame floating in the rainbow light. It caught his heart, too, with a deep sadness that drifted in dim, faded colors beneath the brilliant veil.


It said, clearly as a spoken voice in his mind:


"Yes. I live, and I speak to you."


Sheila and Avery had risen. They stared, wide-eyed, and Sheila whispered, "What are you?"


The fire-thing coiled within itself. Little snapping flames licked from its edges, and its colors laughed.


"A female, isn't it? Splendid! I shall devise something very special." Colors rippled as its thoughts changed. "You amaze me, humans. I cannot read your minds, beyond thoughts telepathically directed at me, but I can sense their energy output.


"I had picked the yellow one for the strongest. He appeared to be so. Yet he failed, and you others fought through."


Avery stared at Falken with the dawn of an appalled realization in his amber eyes. Falken asked of the light:


"What are you?"


The floating fire dipped and swirled. Preening peacock tints rippled through it, to be drowned in fierce, proud scarlet. It said: "I am a child of the Sun."


It watched them gape in stunned amazement, and laughed with mocking golden notes.


"I will tell you, humans. It will amuse me to have an audience not of my own creating. Watch!"


A slab of the glassy rock took form before them. Deep in it, a spot of brilliance grew:


It was a Sun, in the first blaze of its virile youth. It strode the path of its galactic orbit alone. Then, from the wheeling depths of space, a second Sun approached.


It was huge, burning with a blue-white radiance. There was a mating, and the nine worlds were born in a rush of supernal fire.


And there was life. Not on the nine burning planets. But in free space, little globes of fire, bits of the Sun itself shocked somehow to intelligence in the vast explosion of energy.


The picture blurred. The colors of the floating light were dulled and dreamy.


"There were many of us," it sighed. "We were like tiny Suns, living on the conversion of our own atoms. We played, in open space . . . ."


Dim pictures washed the screen, glories beyond human comprehensionâ��a faded vision of splendor, of alien worlds and the great wheeling Suns of outer space. The voice murmured:


"Like Suns, we radiated our energy. We could draw strength from our parent, but not enough. We died. But I was stronger than the rest, and more intelligent. I built myself a shell."


"Built it!" whispered Avery. "But how?"


"All matter is built of raw energy, electron and proton existing in a free state. With a part of my own mass I built this world around myself, to hold the energy of the Sun and check the radiation of my own vitality.


"I have lived, where my race died. I have watched the planets cool and live and die. I am not immortal. My mass grows less as it drains away through my shell. But it will be a long, long time. I shall watch the Sun die, too."


The voice was silent. The colors were ashes of light. Falken was stricken with a great poignant grief.


Then, presently, the little malicious flames frothed to life again, and the voice said.


"My greatest problem is amusement. Here in this black shell I am forced to devise pleasures from my own imagination."


Falken gasped. "The hunters, the cleft that vanished, and that hellish castle?" He was suddenly cold and hot at once.


"Clever, eh? I created my hunt some eons ago. According to my plan the beast can neither escape nor the hunters catch him. But, owing to the uncertainty factor, there is one chance in some hundreds of billions that one or the other event may occur. It affords me endless amusement."


"And the castle?" said Falken silkily. "That amused you, too."


"Oh, yes! Your emotional reactions . . . . Most interesting!" Falken raised his blaster and fired at the core of the light.


Living fire coiled and writhed. The Sun-child laughed.


"Raw energy only feeds me. What, are there no questions?"


Falken's voice was almost gentle. "Do you think of nothing but amusement?"


Savage colors rippled against the dim, sad mauves. "What else is there, to fill the time?"


Time. Time since little frozen Pluto was incandescent gas.


"You closed the opening we came through," said Avery abruptly.


"Of course."


"But you'll open it again? You'll let us go?"


The tone of his voice betrayed him. Falken knew, and Sheila.


"No," said Sheila throatily. "It won't let us go. It'll keep us up here to play with, until we die."


Ugly dark reds washed the Sun-child. "Death!" it whispered. "My creatures exist until I bid them vanish. But death, true deathâ��that would be a supreme amusement!"
   

A DESPERATE, helpless rage gripped Falken. The vast empty vault mocked him with his dead hopes. It jeered at him with solid walls that were built and shifted like smoke by the power of this lovely, soulless flame.


Built, and shifted . . .


Sudden fire struck his brain. He stood rigid, stricken dumb by the sheer magnificence of his idea. He began to tremble, and the wild hope swelled in him until his veins were gorged and aching.


He said, with infinite care, "You can't create real living creatures, can you?"


"No," said the Sun-child. "I can build the chemicals of their bodies, but the vital spark eludes me. My creatures are simply toys activated by the electrical interplay of atoms. They think, in limited ways, and they feel crude emotions, but they do not live in the true sense."


"But you can build other things? Rocks, soil, water, air?"


"Of course. It would take a great deal of my strength, and it would weaken my shell, since I should have to break down part of the rock to its primary particles and rebuild. But even that I could do, without serious loss."


There was silence. The blue distant fires flared in Falken's eyes. He saw the others staring at him. He saw the chances of failure bulk over him like black thunderheads, crowned with madness and death.


But his soul shivered in ecstasy at the thing that was in it.


The Sun-child said silkily, "Why should I do all this?"


"For amusement," whispered Falken. "The most colossal game you have ever had."


Brilliant colors flared. "Tell me, human!"


"I must make a bargain first."


"Why should I bargain? You're mine, to do with as I will."


"Quite. But we couldn't last very long. Why waste your imagination on the three of us when you might have thousands?"


Avery's amber eyes opened wide. A shocked incredulity slackened Sheila's rigid muscles. The voice cried:


"Thousands of humans to play with?"


The eager greed sickened Falken. Like a child wanting a bright toyâ��only the toys were human souls.


"Not until the bargain is made," he said.


"Well? What is the bargain? Quick!"


"Let us go, in return for the game which I shall tell you."


"I might lose you, and then have nothing."


"You can trust us," Falken insisted. He was shaking, and his nerves ached. "Listen. There are thousands of my people, living like hunted beasts in the deserts of the Solar System. They need a world, to survive at all. If you'll build them one in the heart of this planet, I'll bring them here.


"You wouldn't kill them. You'd let them live, to admire and praise you for saving them. It would amuse you just to watch them for some time. Then you could take one, once in a while, for a special game.


"I don't want to do this. But it's better that they should live that way than be destroyed."


"And better for you, too, eh?" The Sun-child swirled reflectively. "Breed men like cattle, always have a supply. It's a wonderful idea . . ."


"Then you'll do it?" Sweat dampened Falken's brow.


"Perhaps . . . Yes! Tell me, quickly, what you want!"


Falken swung to his stunned and unbelieving companions. He gripped an arm of each, painfully hard.


"Trust me. Trust me, for God's sake!" he whispered. Then, aloud, "Help me to tell it what we need."


There was a little laughing ripple of golden notes in the Sun-child's light, but Falken was watching Sheila's eyes. A flash of understanding crossed them, a glint of savage hope.


"Oxygen," she said. "Nitrogen, hydrogen, carbon dioxide . . . ."


"And soil," said Falken. "Lime, iron, aluminum, silicon . . . ."
   

They came to on a slope of raw, red earth, still wet from the rain. A range of low hills lifted in the distance against a strange black sky. Small tattered clouds drifted close above in the rainbow's light.


Falken got to his feet. As far as he could see there were rolling stretches of naked earth, flecked with brassy pools and little ruddy streams. He opened his helmet and breathed the warm wet air. He let the rich soil trickle through his fingers and thought of the Unregenerates in their frozen burrows.


He smiled, because there were tears in his hard blue eyes.


Sheila gave a little sobbing laugh and cried, "Eric, it's done!" Paul Avery lifted dark golden eyes to the hills and was silent.


There was a laughing tremble of color in the air where the Sun-child floated. Small wicked flames drowned the sad, soft mauves. The Sun-child said:


"Look, Eric Falken. There, behind you."


Falken turnedâ��and looked into his own face.


It stood there, his own lean body in the worn vac suit, his own gypsy face and the tangle of frosted curls. Only the eyes were different. The chill, distant blue was right, but there were spiteful flecks of gold, a malicious sparkle that was like . . . .


"Yes," purred the Sun-child. "Myself, a tiny particle, to activate the shell. A perfect likeness, no?"


A slow, creeping chill touched Falken's heart. "Why?" he asked.


"Long ago I learned the art of lying from men. I lied about reading minds. Your plan to trick me into building this world and then destroy me was plain on the instant of conception."


Laughing wicked colors coiled and spun.


"Oh, but I'm enjoying this! Not since I built my shell have I had such a game! Can you guess why I made your double?"


Falken's lips were tight with pain, his eyes savage with remorse at his own stupidity.


"Itâ��he will go in my ship to bring my people here."


He knew that the Sun-child had picked his unwitting brain as cleanly as any Hiltonist psycho-search.


In sudden desperation he drew his blaster and shot at the mocking likeness. Before he tripped the trigger-stud a wall of ebon glass was raised between them. The blast-ray slid away in harmless fire and died, burned out.


The other Falken turned and strode away across the new land. Falken watched him out of sight, not moving nor speaking, because there was nothing to do, nothing to say.


The lovely wicked fire of the Sun-child faded suddenly.


"I am tired," it said. "I shall suckle the Sun, and rest."


It floated away. For all his agony, Falken felt the heart-stab of its sad, dim colors. It faded like a wisp of lonely smoke into the splintered light.


Presently there was a blinding flash and a sharp surge of air as a fissure was opened. Falken saw the creature, far away, pressed to the roof of the vault and pulsing as it drank the raw blaze of the Sun.


"Oh, God," whispered Falken. "Oh, God, what have I done?"


Falken laughed, one harsh wild cry. Then he stood quite still his hands at his sides, his face a mask cut deep in dark stone.


"Eric," whispered Sheila. "Please. I can't be brave for you all the time."


He was ashamed of himself then. He shook the black despair away with cynical fatalism.


"All right, Sheila. We'll be heroes to the bitter end. You, Avery. Get your great brain working. How can we save our people, and, incidentally, our own skins?"


Avery flinched as though some swift fear had stabbed him. "Don't ask me, Falken. Don't!"


"Why not? What the devil's the matter . . . ." Falken broke off sharply. Something cold and fierce and terrifying came into his face. "Just a minute, Avery," he said gently. "Does that mean you think you know a way?"


"I . . . For God's sake, let me alone!"


"You do know a way," said Falken inexorably. "Why shouldn't I ask you, Paul Avery? Why shouldn't you try to save your people?"


Golden eyes met his, desperate, defiant, bewildered, and pitiful all at once.


"They're not my people," whispered Avery.


They were caught, then, in a strange silence. Soundless wheeling rainbows brushed the new earth, glimmered in the brassy pools. Far up on the black crystal of the vault the Sun-child pulsed and breathed. And there was stillness, like the morning of creation.


Eric Falken took one slow, taut step, and said, "Who are you?"


The answer whispered across the raw red earth.


"Miner Hilton, the son of Gantry."
   

Falken raised the blaster, forgotten in his hand. Miner Hilton, who had been Paul Avery, looked at it and then at Falken's face, a shield of dark iron over cold, terrible flame.


He shivered, but he didn't move, nor speak.


"You know a way to fight that thing," said Falken, very softly, in his throat. "I want to kill you. But you know a way."


"Iâ��I don't know. I can't . . ." Golden tortured eyes went to Sheila Moore and stayed there, with a dreadful lost intensity.


Falken's white teeth showed. "You want to tell, Miner Hilton. You want to help us, don't you? Because of Sheila!"


Young Hilton's face flamed red, and then went white. Sheila cried sharply, "Eric, don't! Can't you see he's suffering?"


But Falken remembered Kitty, and the babies who were born and died on freezing rock, without sun or shelter. He said, "She'd never have you, Hilton. And I'll tell you this. Perhaps I can't force out of you what you know. But if I can't, I swear to God I'll kill you with my own hands."


He threw back his head and laughed suddenly "Gantry Hilton's sonâ��in love with an Unregenerate!"


"Wait, Eric." Sheila Moore put a hand on his arm to stop him, and went forward. She took Miner Hilton by the shoulders and looked up at him, and said, "It isn't so impossible, Miner Hilton. Not if what I think is true."


Falken stared at her in stunned amazement, beyond speech or movement. Then his heart was torn with sudden pain, and he knew, with the clarity of utter truth, that he loved Sheila Moore.


She said to Miner Hilton, "Why did you do this? And how?"


Young Hilton's voice was flat and strained. He made a move as though to take her hands from his shoulders, but he didn't. He stared across her red-gold head, at Falken.


"Something had to be done to stamp out the Unregenerates. They're a barrier to complete peace, a constant trouble. Eric Falken is their god, asâ��as Sheila said. If we could trap him, the rest would be easy. We could cure his people.


"My father couldn't do it himself. He's old, and too well-known.


"He sent me, because mine is the only other brain that could stand what I had to do. My father has trained me well.


"To get me by the psycho-search, my father gave me a temporary brain pattern. After I was accepted as a refugee, I established mental contact with him . . . ."


"Mental contact," breathed Falken. "That was it. That's why you were always so tired, why I couldn't shake pursuit."


"Go on," said Sheila, with a queer gentleness.


Hilton stared into space, without seeing.


"I almost had you in Losangles, Falken, but you were too quick for the Guards. Then, when we were trapped at Mercury, I tried to make you sleep. I was leading those ships, too.


"But I was tired, and you fought too well, you and Sheila. After that we were too close to the Sun. My thought waves wouldn't carry back to the ships."


He looked at Falken, and then down at Sheila's thin face.


"I didn't know there were people like you," he whispered. "I didn't know men could feel things, and fight for them like that. In my world, no one wants anything, no one fights, or tries . . . And I have no strength. I'm afraid."


Sheila's green eyes caught his, compelled them.


"Leave that world," she said. "You see it's wrong. Help us to make it right again."


In that second, Falken saw what she was doing. He was filled with admiration, and joy that she didn't really care for Hiltonâ��and then doubt, that perhaps she did.


Miner Hilton closed his eyes. He struck her hands suddenly away and stepped back, and his blaster came ready into his hand.


"I can't," he whispered. His lips were white. "My father has taught me. He trusts me. And I believe in him. I must!"


Hilton looked where the glow of the Sun-child pulsed against ebon rock. "The Unregenerates won't trouble us anymore."


He raised the muzzle of his blaster to his head.
   

It was then that Falken remembered his was empty. He dropped it and sprang. He shocked hard against Hilton's middle, struck him down, clawing for his gun arm. But Hilton was heavy, and strong.


He rolled away and brought his barrel lashing down across Falken's temple. Falken crouched, dazed and bleeding, in the mud.


He laughed, and said, "Why don't you kill me, Hilton?"


Hilton looked from Falken's uncowed, snarling face to Sheila. The blaster slipped suddenly from his fingers. He covered his face with his hands and was silent, shivering.


Falken said, with curious gentleness, "That proves it. You've got to have faith in a thing, to kill or die for it."


Hilton whispered, "Sheila!" She smiled and kissed him, and Falken looked steadfastly away, wiping the blood out of his eyes.


Hilton grasped suddenly at the helmet of his vac-suit. He talked, rapidly, as he worked.


"The Sun-child creates with the force of its mind. It understands telekinesis, the control of the basic electrical force of the universe by thought, just as the wise men of our earth understood it. The men who walked on the water, and moved mountains, and healed the sick.


"We can only attack it through its mind. We'll try to weaken its thought-force, destroy anything it sends against us."


His fingers flashed between the helmet radio and the repair kit which is a part of every vac suit, using wires, spare parts, tools.


"There," said Hilton, after a long time. "Now yours."


Falken gave him his helmet. "Won't the Sun-child know what we're doing?" he asked, rather harshly.


Hilton shook his fair head. "It's weak now. It won't think about us until it has fed. Perhaps two hours more."


"Can you read its thoughts?" demanded Falken sourly.


"A very little," said Hilton, and Sheila laughed, quietly.


Hilton worked feverishly. Falken watched his deft fingers weaving a bewildering web of wires between the three helmets, watched him shift and change, tune and adjust. He watched the Sun-child throb and sparkle as the strength of the Sun sank into it. He watched Sheila Moore, staring at Hilton with eyes of brilliant green.


He never knew how much time passed. Only that the Sun-child gave a little rippling sigh of light and floated down. The fissure closed above it. Sheila caught her breath, sharp between her teeth.


Hilton rose. He said rapidly,


"I've done the best I can. It's crude, but the batteries are strong. The helmets will pick up and amplify the energy-impulses of our brains. We'll broadcast a single negative impulse, opposed to every desire the Sun-thing has.


"Stay close together, because if the wires are broken between the helmets we lose power, and it's going to take all the strength we have to beat that creature."


Falken put on his helmet. Little copper discs, cut from the sheet in the repair kit and soldered to wires with Hilton's blaster, fitted to his temples. Through the vision ports he could see the web of wires that ran from the three helmets through a maze of spare grids and a condenser, and then into the slender shaft of a crude directional antenna.


Hilton said, "Concentrate on the single negative, No."


Falken looked at the lovely shimmering cloud, coming toward them.


"It won't be easy," he said grimly, "to concentrate."


Sheila's eyes were savage and feral, watching that foam of living flame. Hilton's face was hidden. He said, "Switch on your radios."


Power hummed from the batteries. Falken felt a queer tingle in his brain.


The Sun-child hovered over them. Its mind-voice was silent, and Falken knew that the electrical current in his helmet was blanking his own thoughts.


They linked arms. Falken set his brain to beating out an impulse, like a radio signal, opposing the negative of his mind to the positive of the Sun-child's.
   

Falken stood with the others on spongy, yielding soil. Dim plant-shapes rose on all sides as far as he could see, forming an impenetrable tangle of queer geometric shapes that made him reel with a sense of spatial distortion.


Overhead, in a sea-green sky, three tiny suns wheeled in mad orbits about a common center. There was a smell in the air, a rotting stench that was neither animal or vegetable.


Falken stood still, pouring all his strength into that single mental command to stop.


The tangled geometric trees wavered momentarily. Dizzily, through the wheeling triple suns, the Sun-child showed, stabbed through with puzzled, angry scarlet.


The landscape steadied again. And the ground began to move.


It crawled in small hungry wavelets about Falken's feet. The musky, rotten smell was heavy as oil. Sheila and Hilton seemed distant and unreal, their faces hidden in the helmets.


Falken gripped them together and drove his brain to its task. He knew what this was. The reproduction of another world, remembered from the Sun-child's youth. If they could only stand still, and not think about it . . . .


He felt the earth lurch upward, and guessed that the Sun-child had raised its creation off the floor of the cavern.


The earth began to coil away from under his feet.
   

For a giddy instant Falken saw the true world far below, and the Sun-child floating in rainbow light.


It was angry. He could tell that from its color. Then suddenly the anger was drowned in a swirl of golden motes.


It was laughing. The Sun-child was laughing.


Falken fought down a sharp despair. A terrible fear of falling oppressed him. He heard Sheila scream. The world closed in again.


Sheila Moore looked at him from between two writhing trees.


He hadn't let her go. But she was there. Hairy branches coiled around her, tore her vac-suit. She shrieked . . . .


Falken cried out and went forward. Something held him. He fought it off, driven by the agony in Sheila's cry.


Something snapped thinly. There was a flaring shock inside his helmet. He fell, and staggered up and on, and the hungry branches whipped away from the girl.


She stood there, her thin white body showing through the torn vac-suit, and laughed at him.


He saw Miner Hilton crawling dazed on the living ground, toward the thing that looked like Sheila and laughed with mocking golden motes in its eyes.


A vast darkness settled on Falken's soul. He turned. Sheila Moore crouched where he had thrown her from him, in his struggle to help the lying shell among the trees.


He went and picked her up. He said to Miner Hilton, "Can we fix these broken wires?"


Hilton shook his head. The shock of the breaking seemed to have steadied him a little. "No," he said. "Too much burned out."


"Then we're beaten." Falken turned a bitter, snarling face to the green sky, raised one futile fist and shook it. Then he was silent, looking at the others.


Sheila Moore said softly, "This is the end, isn't it?"


Falken nodded. And Miner Hilton said, "I'm not afraid now." He looked at the trees that hung over them, waiting, and shook his head. "I don't understand. Now that I know I'm going to die, I'm not afraid."


Sheila's green eyes were soft and misty. She kissed Hilton, slowly and tenderly, on the lips.


Falken turned his back and stared at the twisted ugly trees. He didn't see them. And he wasn't thinking of the Unregenerates and the world he'd won and then lost.
   

Sheila's hand touched him. She whispered, "Eric . . ."


Her eyes were deep, glorious green. Her pale starved face had the brittle beauty of wind-carved snow. She held up her arms and smiled.


Falken took her and buried his gypsy face in the raw gold of her hair.


"How did you know?" he whispered. "How did you know I loved you?"


"I justâ��knew."


"And Hilton?"


"He doesn't love me, Eric. He loves what I stand for. And anyway . . . I can say this now, because we're going to die. I've loved you since I first saw you. I love you more than Tom, and I'd have died for him."


Hungry tree branches reached for them, barely too short. Buds were shooting up underfoot. But Falken forgot them, the alien life and the wheeling suns that were only a monstrous dream, and the Sun-child who dreamed them.


For that single instant he was happy, as he had not been since Kitty was lost.


Presently he turned and smiled at Hilton, and the wolf look was gone from his face. Hilton said quietly, "Maybe she's right, about me. I don't know. There's so much I don't know. I'm sorry I'm not going to live to find out."


"We're all sorry," said Falken, "about not living." A sudden sharp flare lighted his eyes. "Wait a minute!" he whispered. "There may be a chance . . . ."


He was taut and quivering with terrible urgency, and the buds grew and yearned upward around their feet.


"You said we could only attack it through its mind. But there may be another way. Its memories, its pride . . . ."


He raised his scarred gypsy face to the green sky and shouted, "You, Child of the Sun! Listen to me! You have beaten us. Go ahead and kill us. But remember this. You're a child of the Sun, and we're only puny humans, little ground-crawlers, shackled with weakness and fear.


"But we're greater than you! Always and forever, greater than you!"


The writhing trees paused, the buds faltered in their hungry growth. Faintly, very faintly, the landscape flickered. Falken's voice rose to a ringing shout.


"You were a child of the Sun. You had the galaxy for a toy, all the vast depths of space to play in. And what did you do? You sealed yourself like a craven into a black tomb, and lost all your greatness in the whimsies of a wicked child.


"You were afraid of your destiny. You were too weak for your own strength. We fought you, we little humans, and our strength was so great that you had to beat us by a lying trick.


"You can read our minds, Sun-child. Read them. See whether we fear you. And see whether we respect you, you who boast of your parentage and dream dreams of lost glory, and hide in a dark hole like a frightened rat!"
   

For one terrible moment the alien world was suffused with a glare of scarletâ��anger so great that it was almost tangible. Then it greyed and faded, and Falken could see Sheila's face, calm and smiling, and Hilton's fingers locked in hers.


The ground dropped suddenly. Blurred trees writhed against a fading sky, and the suns went out in ebon shadow. Falken felt clean earth under him. The rotting stench was gone.


He looked up. The Sun-child floated overhead, under the rocky vault. They were back in the cavern world.


The Sun-child's voice spoke in his brain, and its fires were a smoldering, dusky crimson.


"What was that you said, human?"


"Look into my mind and read it. You've thrown away your greatness. We had little, compared to you, but we kept it. You've won, but your very winning is a shame to you, that a child of the Sun should stoop to fight with little men."


The smoldering crimson burned and grew, into glorious wicked fire that was sheer fury made visible. Falken felt death coiling to strike him out of that fire. But he faced it with bitter, mocking eyes, and he was surprised, even then, that he wasn't afraid.


And the raging crimson fire faded and greyed, was quenched to a trembling mist of sad, dim mauves.


"You are right," whispered the Sun-child. "And I am shamed."


The ashes of burned-out flame stirred briefly. "I think I began to realize that when you fought me so well. You, Falken, who let your love betray you, and then shook your fist at me. I could kill you, but I couldn't break you. You made me remember . . ."


Deep in the core of the Sun-child there was a flash of the old proud scarlet.


"I am a child of the Sun, with the galaxy to play with. I have so nearly forgotten. I have tried to forget, because I knew that what I did was weak and shameful and craven. But you haven't let me forget, Falken. You've forced me to see, and know.


"You have made me remember. Remember! I am very old. I shall die soon, in open space. But I wish to see the Sun unveiled, and play again among the stars. The hunger has torn me for eons, but I was afraid. Afraid of death!


"Take this world, in payment for the pain I caused you. My creature will return here in Falken's ship and vanish on the instant of landing. And now . . . ."


The scarlet fire burned and writhed. Shafts of joyous gold pierced through it. The Sun-child trembled, and its little foaming flames were sheer glory, the hearts of Sun-born opals.


It rose in the rainbow air, higher and higher, rushing in a cloud of living light toward the black crystal of the vault.


Once more there was a blinding flash and a quick sharp rush of air. Faintly, in Falken's mind, a voice said, "Thank you, human! Thank you for waking me from a dying sleep!"


A last wild shout of color on the air. And then it was gone, into open space and the naked fire of the Sun, and the rocky roof was whole.


Three silent people stood on the raw red earth of a new world.


http://www.archive.org/details/ChildOfTheSun


1267.


Leigh Brackett in Sweden - Hans Persson : z non-fiction - bibliography - 3.5 


One short story in an old SF magazine apparently.


http://www.lysator.liu.se/~unicorn/sweden-sf/Brackett,_Leigh.html
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Lorelei Of the Red Mist - Rick Jackson : 4.5 - z artwork - professional 


And some Kelly Freas.


Talks about his process for doing artwork for a Wonder Ebooks version of Lorelei of the Red Mist.


http://www.brainplucker.com/?p=1124cpage=1#comment-460
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Lorelei Of the Red Mist - Kelly Freas : 4.5 - z artwork - professional 


Interior artwork for the story :-


http://www.brainplucker.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/Lorelei-of-the-Red-Mist-image.jpg
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The Best of Leigh Brackett - Boris Vallejo : z artwork - professional - 5.0 


Here's the cover, without any text :-


http://www.askart.com/AskART/photos/HER20061109_3703/23210.jpg
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Lorelei of the Red Mist - Kelly Freas : z artwork - professional - 5.0 


Here's a cover from the issue of Tops this appeared in :-


http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2593/3983116820_5aaf788502.jpg
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Lorelei of the Red Mist - Rick Jackson : 4.5 - z artwork - professional 


Here's the final interpretation of the artist for the final cover Wonder ebook volume, of Beudag transformed to Rann :-
   http://www.brainplucker.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/FW-Lorelei-of-the-Red-Mist.jpg
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Leigh Brackett and William F. Temple - Forrest J. Ackerman : z photograph - fans - 4.0 


A photo of the two authors.


http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2803/4086145313_0f550338d4.jpg
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Leigh Brackett Ray Bradbury and Edmond Hamilton - Steven J. Green : z photograph - 3.5 - fans 


And also Mrs Bradbury apparently.  Says it is from the 1968 Worldcon.


From his flickr photoset :-


http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3482/3721382278_5867308e5e.jpg
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Das Schiff Von Orthis - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


German cover for The Galactic Breed.


http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3537/3460593640_2649bcf423.jpg
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German National Library Holdings - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - bibliography - 3.5 


A long that apparently goes to the author, link discover via Flickr to Wikipedia.


https://portal.d-nb.de/opac.htm?query=Woe%3D119209977method=simpleSearch
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Wikipedia.de - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - encyclopedia - 4.0 


As of today :-


Leigh Brackett
   aus Wikipedia, der freien EnzyklopÃ¤die
   Wechseln zu: Navigation, Suche


Leigh Douglass Brackett (* 7. Dezember 1915 in Los Angeles, Kalifornien; â�  17. MÃ¤rz 1978 in Lancaster, Kalifornien) war eine US-amerikanische Schriftstellerin und Drehbuchautorin. Einen Teil ihrer Werke verfasste sie unter dem Pseudonym V. E. Thiessen.
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Leben [Bearbeiten]


Bracketts Vater starb wÃ¤hrend der Grippe-Epidemie von 1918. Brackett wuchs in Santa Monica im Haus ihres GroÃ�vaters zusammen mit ihrer Mutter und einer Tante auf. Brackett, die in ihrer Jugend ein Fan von Robert E. Howard und Edgar Rice Burroughs' John-Carter-Geschichten war, belegte einen Schreibkurs bei Laurence D'Orsay, wodurch Henry Kuttner ihre Arbeiten kennenlernte und ihr seinen Agenten Julius Schwartz empfahl. Im Jahr 1946 heiratete Brackett Edmond Moore Hamilton, einen Science-Fiction-Autor, der zu seiner Zeit als der "World Saver" bekannt war. Die Hamiltons lebten abwechselnd in Ohio und in Kalifornien. Nach dem Tod ihres Mannes 1977 zog Brackett dauerhaft nach Kalifornien, wo sie bis zu ihrem Tod lebte. Neben fast 200 Science-Fiction- und Fantasy-Romanen und -Kurzgeschichten schrieb Brackett zahlreiche DrehbÃ¼cher fÃ¼r Film und Fernsehen sowie Kurzgeschichten und drei Kriminalromane.
   Leistungen [Bearbeiten]


Leigh Brackett arbeitete seit 1939 als freie Schriftstellerin und verÃ¶ffentlichte ihre erste Kurzgeschichte, Martian Quest, im Jahr 1940 in Astounding. In den 1940er-Jahren verÃ¶ffentlichte sie zusammen mit Ray Bradbury regelmÃ¤Ã�ig in Planet Stories. Viele der in diesen Jahren verÃ¶ffentlichten Stories waren Abenteuergeschichten, deren Handlung in unserem Sonnensystem spielt, unter anderem The Dragon-Queen of Jupiter, dessen Handlung auf der Venus angesiedelt ist. 1944 verÃ¶ffentlichte sie einen Kriminalroman (No Good from a Corpse), der stark an Raymond Chandler und Black Mask erinnerte. Howard Hawks engagierte den Autor, der zu seiner Ã�berraschung eine Frau war, fÃ¼r das Drehbuch zu Tote schlafen fest (The Big Sleep). Zusammen mit William Faulkner stellte Brackett das Drehbuch fertig. Weitere DrehbÃ¼cher fÃ¼r Filme von Howard Hawks folgten, unter anderem fÃ¼r Rio Bravo, El Dorado und Rio Lobo sowie fÃ¼r Hatari!. Brackett selbst bezeichnete das Drehbuch zu El Dorado als ihr bestes, wÃ¤hrend Hawks die Geschichte zu tragisch fand. Vor der Zusammenarbeit mit Hawks hatte Brackett schon das Drehbuch zu The Vampire's Ghost (1945) verfasst. Weitere DrehbÃ¼cher folgten, so zu Der Tod kennt keine Wiederkehr von Robert Altman im Jahr 1973. Ihr letztes Drehbuch schrieb Brackett zu Star Wars Episode V The Empire Strikes Back (dt. Das Imperium schlÃ¤gt zurÃ¼ck). Der Film wurde ihr gewidmet.


Neben ihren DrehbÃ¼chern verfasste Brackett zahlreiche Romane, zumeist sogenannte Sword and Sorcery Geschichten, darunter The Sword of Rhiannon (1953), aber auch Space Operas wie The Starmen.
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The Beast-Jewel of Mars - Leigh Brackett : z online public domain - 4.0 - science fiction 


The Beast-Jewel of Mars


I


Burk Winters remained in the passenger section while the Starflight made her landing at Kahora Port. He did not think that he could bear to see another man, not even one he liked as much as he did Johnny Niles, handle the controls of the ship that had been his for so long.


He did not wish even to say goodbye to Johnny, but there was no avoiding it. The young officer was waiting for him as he came down the ramp, and the deep concern he felt was not hidden in the least by his casually hearty grin.


Johnny held out his hand. "So long, Burk. You've earned this leave. Have fun with it."


Burk Winters looked out over the vast tarmac that spread for miles across the ochre desert. An orderly, roaring confusion of trucks and flatcars and men and shipsâ��ore ships, freighters, tramps, sleek liners like the Starflight, bearing the colors of three planets and a dozen colonies, but still arrogantly and predominantly Terran.


Johnny followed his gaze and said softly, "It always gives you a thrill, doesn't it?"


Winters did not answer. Miles away, safe from the thundering rocket blasts, the glassite dome of Kahora, Trade City for Mars, rose jewel-like out of the red sand. The little sun stared wearily down and the ancient hills considered it, and the old, old wandering wind passed over it, and it seemed as though the planet bore Kahora and its spaceport with patience, as though it were a small local infection that would soon be gone.


He had forgotten Johnny Niles. He had forgotten everything but his own dark thoughts. The young officer studied him with covert pity, and he did not know it.


Burk Winters was a big man, and a tough man, tempered by years of deep-space flying. The same glare of naked light that had burned his skin so dark had bleached his hair until it was almost white, and just in the last few months his gray eyes seemed to have caught and held a spark of that pitiless radiance. The easy good nature was gone out of them, and the lines that laughter had shaped around his mouth had deepened now into bitter scars.


A big man, a hard man, but a man who was no longer in control of himself. All during the voyage out from Earth he had chain-smoked the little Venusian cigarettes that have a sedative effect. He was smoking one now, and even so he could not keep his hands steady nor stop the everlasting tic in his right cheek.


"Burk." Johnny's voice came to him from a great distance; "Burk, it's none of my business, but . . ." He hesitated, then blurted out, "Do you think Mars is good for you, now?"


Quite abruptly, Winters said, "Take good care of the Starflight, Johnny. Goodbye."


He went away, down the ramp. The pilot stared after him.


The Second Officer came up to Johnny. "That guy has sure gone to pieces," he said.


Johnny nodded. He was angry, because he had come up under Winters and he loved him.


"The damn fool." he said. "He shouldn't have come here." He looked out over the mocking immensity of Mars and added, "His girl was lost out there, somewhere. They never found her body."
   

A spaceport taxi took Burk Winters into Kahora, and Mars vanished. He was back in the world of the Trade Cities, which belong to all planets, and none.


Vhia on Venus, N'York on Earth, Sun City in Mercury's Twilight Belt, the glassite refuges of the Outer Worlds, they were all alike. They were dedicated to the coddling of wealth and greed, little paradises where millions were made and lost in comfort, where men and women from all over the Solar System could expend their feverish energies without regard for such annoyances as weather and gravitation.


Other things than the making of money were done in the Trade Cities. The lovely plastic buildings, the terraces and gardens and the glowing web of moving walks that spun them together, offered every pleasure and civilized vice of the known worlds.


Winters hated the Trade Cities. He was used to the elemental honesty of space. Here the speech, the dress, even the air one breathed, were artificial.


And he had a deeper reason than that for his hatred.


Yet he had left N'York in feverish haste to reach Kahora, and now that he was here he felt that he could not endure even the delay caused by the necessity of crossing the city. He sat tensely on the edge of the seat, and his nervous twitching grew worse by the minute.


When finally he reached his destination, he could not hold the money for his fare. He dropped the plastic tokens on the floor and left the driver to scramble for them.


He stood for a moment, looking up at the ivory facade before him. It was perfectly plain, the epitome of expensive unpretentiousness. Above the door, in small letters of greenish silver, was the one Martian word: Shanga.


"The return," he translated. "The going-back." A strange and rather terrible smile crossed his face, very briefly. Then he opened the door and went inside.


Subdued lighting, comfortable lounges, soft music, the perfect waiting room. There were half a dozen men and women there, all Terrans. They wore the fashionably simple white tunic of the Trade Cities, which set off the magnificent blaze of their jewelry and the exotic styles in which they dressed their hair.


Their faces were pallid and effeminate, scored with the haggard marks of life lived under the driving tension of a super-modern age.


A Martian woman sat in an alcove, behind a glassite desk. She was dark, sophisticatedly lovely. Her costume was the artfully adapted short robe of ancient Mars, and she wore no ornament. Her slanting topaz eyes regarded Burk Winters with professional pleasantness, but deep in them he could see the scorn and the pride of a race so old that the Terran exquisites of the Trade Cities were only crude children beside it.


"Captain Winters." she said. "How nice to see you again."


He was in no mood for conventional pleasantries. "I want to see Kor Hal," he said. "Now."


"I'm afraid . . ." she began. Then she took another look at Winters' face and turned to the intercom. Presently she said, "You may go in."


He pushed open the door that led into the interior of the building, which consisted almost entirely of a huge solarium. Glassite walls enclosed it. Around the sides were many small cells, containing only a padded table. The roofs of the cells were quartz, and acted as mammoth lenses.


Skirting the solarium on the way to Kor Hal's office, Winters' mouth twisted with contempt as he looked through the transparent wall.


An exotic forest blossomed there. Trees, ferns, brilliant flowers, soft green sward, a myriad of birds. And through this mock-primitive playground wandered the men and women who were devotees of Shanga.


They lay first on the padded tables and let the radiation play with them. Winters knew. Neuro-psychic therapy, the doctors called it. Heritage of the lost wisdom of old Mars. Specific for the jangled nerves and overwrought emotions of modern man, who lived too fast in too complex an environment.


You lie there and the radiation tingles through you. Your glandular balance tips a little. Your brain slows down. All sorts of strange and pleasant things happen inside of you, while the radiation tinkers with nerves and reflexes and metabolism. And pretty soon you're a child again, in an evolutionary sort of way.


Shanga, the going-back. Mentally, and just a tiny bit physically, back to the primitive, until the effect wore off and the normal balance restored itself. And even then, for a while, you felt better and happier, because you'd had one hell of a rest, from everything.


Their pampered white bodies incongruously clad in skins and bits of colored cloth, the Earthlings of Kahora played and fought among the trees, and their worries were simple ones concerning food and love and strings of gaudy beads.


Hidden away out of sight were watchful men with shock guns. Sometimes someone went a little bit too far down the road. Winters knew. He had been knocked cold himself, on his last visit here. He remembered that he had tried to kill a man.


Or rather, he had been told that he had tried to kill a man. One did not remember much of the interludes of Shanga. That was one reason people liked it. One was free of inhibitions.


Fashionable vice, made respectable by the cloak of science. It was a new kind of excitement, a new kind of escape from the glittering complexities of life. The Terrans were mad for it.


But only the Terrans. The barbaric Venusians were still too close to the savage to have any need for it, and the Martians were too old and wise in sin to use it. Besides, thought Winters, they made Shanga. They know.


A deep shudder ran through him as he thrust his way into the office of Kor Hal, the director.


Kor Hal was lean and dark and of no particular age. His national origin was lost in the anonymity of the conventional white tunic. He was Martian, and his courtesy was only a velvet sheath over chilled steel, but beyond that he was quantity X.


"Captain Winters," he said. "Please sit down."


Winters sat.


Kor Hal studied him. "You're nervous, Captain Winters. But I am afraid to treat you anymore. Atavism lies too close to the surface in you." He shrugged. "You remember the last time."


Winters nodded. "The same thing happened in N'York." He leaned forward. "I don't want you to treat me anymore. What you have here isn't enough now. Sar Kree told me that, in N'York. He told me to come to Mars."


Kor Hal said quietly, "He communicated with me."


"Then you will . . ." Winters broke off, because there were no words with which to finish his question.


Kor Hal did not answer. He reclined at ease against the cushions of his lounge chair, handsome, unconcerned. Only his eyes, which were green and feral, held a buried spark of amusement. The cruel amusement of a cat which has a crippled mouse under its paw.


"Are you sure," he asked finally, "that you know what you're doing?"


"Yes."


"People differ, Captain Winters. Those mannikins out there"â��he indicated the solariumâ��"have neither blood nor heart. They are artificial products of an artificial environment. But men like you, Winters, are playing with fire when they play with Shanga."


"Listen," said Winters. "The girl I was going to marry took her flier out over the desert one day and never came back. God only knows what happened to her. You know better than I do the things that can happen to people in the dead sea bottoms. I hunted for her. I found her flier, where it had crashed. I never found her. After that nothing mattered much to me. Nothing but forgetting."


Kor Hal inclined his dark, narrow head. "I remember. A tragedy, Captain Winters. I knew Miss Leland, a lovely young woman. She used to come here."


"I know," said Winters. "She wasn't Trade City, really, but she had too much money and too much time. Anyway, I'm not worried about playing with your fire, Kor Hal. I've been burned too deep with it already. Like you say, people differ. Those lily-whites in their toy jungle, they have no desire to go back any farther. They haven't the guts or the passions to want to. I have."


Winters' eyes blazed with a peculiarly animal light. "I want to go back, Kor Hal. Back as far as Shanga will take me."


"Sometimes," said the Martian, "that's a long way."


"I don't care."


Kor Hal gave him an intent look. "For some, there is no return."


"I have nothing to return to."


"It is not easy, Winters. Shangaâ��the real Shanga, of which these solariums and quartz lenses are only a weak copy, was forbidden centuries ago by the City-States of Mars. There are risks, and discomforts, which means that the process is expensive."


"I have money." Winters leaped up suddenly, his control breaking. "Be damned to your arguments! They're all hypocrisy, anyway. You know perfectly well which ones are going to take to Shanga. You keep them coming until they're addicts, half crazy to feel the real thing, and you know damn well you're going to give them what they want as soon as they cross your dirty palm with silver."


He tossed a checkbook on Kor Hal's desk. The top one was blank, but signed.


"There," he said. "Anything up to a hundred-thousand Universal Credits."


"I would prefer," said Kor Hal, "that you draw your own check, to cash." He handed the checkbook back to Winters. "The full amount, in advance."


Burk Winters said one word. "When?"


"Tonight, if you wish. Where are you staying?"


"The Tri-Planet."


"Have dinner there as usual. Then remain in the bar. Sometime during the evening your guide will join you."


"I'll be waiting," Winters said, and went out.


Kor Hal smiled. His teeth were very white, very sharp. They had the hungry look of fangs.


II


Burk Winters got his bearings finally when Phobos rose, and he could guess where they were heading.


They had slipped quietly out of Kahora, he and the slender young Martian who had joined him unobtrusively in the Tri-Planet bar. A flier waited for them on a private field. Kor Hal waited also. They took off, with a fourth man, who looked to be one of the big barbarians from the northern hills of Kesh. Kor Hal took the controls.


Winters was sure now that they were bound for the Low Canals, the ancient waterways and the ancient wicked townsâ��Jekkara, Valkis, Barrakeshâ��outside the laws of the scattered City-States. Thieves' market, slave market, vice market of a world. Earthmen were warned to keep away from them.


Miles reeled behind them. The utter desolation of the landscape below got on Winters' nerves. The silence in the flier became unendurable. There was something menacing about it. Kor Hal and the big Keshi and the slim young man seemed to be nursing some common inner thought that gave them a peculiarly vicious pleasure. Its shadow showed on their faces.


Winters spoke finally, "Are your headquarters out here?"


No answer.


Winters said rather petulantly, "There's no need to be so secretive. After all, I'm one of you now."


The slim young man said sharply, "Do the beasts lie down with the masters?"


Winters started to bristle, and the barbarian put his hand on the wicked little sap he carried at his belt. Then Kor Hal spoke coolly.


"You wished to practice Shanga in its true form, Captain Winters. That is what you have paid for. That is what you will receive. All else is irrelevant."


Winters shrugged sulkily. He sat smoking his sedative tobacco, and he did not speak again.


After a long, long time the seemingly endless desert began to change. Low ridges rose naked from the sand and grew into a mountain range, of which nothing was left now but the barren rock.


Beyond the mountains lay a dead sea bottom. It stretched away under the moonlight, dropping, always dropping, until at last it became only a vast pit of darkness. Ribs of chalk and coral gleamed here and there, pushing through the lichens like bones through the dried skin of a man long dead.


Winters saw that there was a city between the foothills and the sea.


It had followed the receding water down the slopes. From this height, Winters could see the outlines of five harbors, abandoned one by one as the sea drew back, the great stone docks still standing. Houses had been built to fill their emptiness, and then abandoned in their turn for a lower level.


Now the straggling town had coalesced along the bank of the canal that drew what feeble life was left from the buried springs of the bottom. There was something infinitely sad about that thin dark lineâ��all that was left of a blue and rolling ocean.


The flier circled and came down. The Keshi said something rapidly in his own dialect, from which Winters caught the one word, Valkis. Kor Hal answered him. Then he turned to Winters and said:


"We have not far to go. Stay close by me."


The four men left the flier. Winters knew that he was under guard, and felt that it was not entirely for the sake of protecting him.


The wind blew thin and dry. Dust rose in clouds around their feet. Valkis lay ahead, a stony darkness sprawling upward toward the cliffs, cold in the eerie light of the twin moons. Winters saw, high up on the crest, the broken towers of a palace.


They walked beside still black water, on paving stones worn hollow by the sandaled feet of countless generations. Even at this late hour, Valkis did not sleep. Torches burned yellow against the night. Somewhere a double-banked harp made strange music. The streets, the alley mouths, the doorways and the flat roofs of the houses rustled with life.


Lithe lean men and catlike women watched the strangers, hot-eyed and silent. And over all, Winters heard the particular sound of the Low Canal townsâ��the whispering and chiming of the wanton little bells that the women wear, braided into their dark hair, hanging from their ears, chained around their ankles.


Evil, that town. Ancient, and very evil, but not tired. Winters could feel the pulse of life that beat there, strong and hot. He was afraid. His own civilian garb and the white tunics of his companions were terribly conspicuous in this place of bare breasts and bright kilts and jeweled girdles.


No one molested them. Kor Hal led the way into a large house and shut the door of beaten bronze behind them, and Winters felt a great relief. He turned to Kor Hal.


"How soon?" he asked, and tried to conceal the trembling of his hands.


"Everything is ready, Winters. Halk, show him the way."


The Keshi nodded and went off, with Winters at his heels.


This was very different from the Hall of Shanga in Kahora. Within these walls of quarried stone, men and women had lived and loved and died in violence. The blood and tears of centuries had dried in the cracks between the flags. The rugs, the tapestries, and the furnishings were worth a fortune as antiques. Their beauty was worn, but still bright.


At the end of a corridor was a bronze door, pierced by a narrow grille.


Halk stopped. He said to Winters, "Strip."


Winters hesitated. He carried a gun, and he did not like to leave it behind. "Why out here? I'd rather have my clothes with me."


Halk said, "Strip here. It is the rule."


Winters obeyed.


He walked naked into the narrow cell. There was no comfortable table here, only a few skins thrown on the bare floor. A barred opening showed darkly in the opposite wall.


The bronze door rang shut behind him and he heard the great bar drop into place. It was completely dark. He was really afraid, now. Terribly afraid. But it was too late for that. It had been too late, for a long time.


Ever since Jill Leland was lost.


He lay down on the hides. High above, in the vault of the roof, he could make out a faint, vague shimmering. It grew brighter. Presently he saw that it was a prism set into the stone, rather large and cut from a crystalline substance that was the color of fire.


Kor Hal's voice reached him through the grille. "Earthman!"


"Yes?"


"That prism is one of the Jewels of Shanga. The wise men of Caer Dhu carved them half a million years ago. Only they knew the secret of the substance, and the shaping of the facets. There are only three of the jewels left."


Sparks that were more energy than light flickered on the stone walls of the cell. Gold and orange and greenish blue. Little flames, the fire of Shanga, to burn the heart.


Because he was afraid, Winters said, "But the radiation, the ray that comes through the prism. Is it the same as that in Kahora?"


"Yes. The secret of the projectors was lost also with Caer Dhu. Presumably they use cosmic rays. By substituting ordinary quartz for the prisms, we could make the radiation weak enough for our purpose in the Trade Cities."


"Who is 'we,' Kor Hal?"


Laughter, soft and wicked. "Earthmanâ��we are Mars!"


Dancing fire, growing, growing, glinting on his flesh, darting through his blood, his brain. It was not like this in the solariums, with their pretty trees. It was pleasure there, tantalizing, heady pleasure. It was exciting, and strange. But this . . .


His body began to move, to arch itself into strong writhing curves. He thought he could not endure the lovely, lovely pain.


Kor Hal's voice boomed down some huge fateful distance. "The wise men of Caer Dhu were not so wise. They found the secret of Shanga, and they escaped their wars and their troubles by fleeing backward along the path of evolution. Do you know what happened to them? They perished, Earthman! In one generation, Caer Dhu vanished from the face of Mars." It was getting hard to answer, hard to think. Winters said hoarsely, "Did it matter? They were happy, while they lived."


"Are you happy, Earthman?"


"Yes!" he panted. "Yes!"


The words were only half articulate. Twisting, rolling on the hide rugs, in the grip of such magnificent, unholy sensation as he had never dreamed of before, Burk Winters was happy. The fire of Shanga blazed down upon him like a melting away, and there was nothing left but joy.


Again, Kor Hal laughed.
   

After that, Winters was not sure of anything. His mind rocked, and there were periods of darkness. When he was conscious, he knew only a feeling of strangeness. But he carried one memory with him, at least part way down that eerie road.


During a lucid period, a space of only a minute or two, he thought that one of the stones had rolled back to reveal a quartzite screen, and that through the screen a face looked at him, watching as he bathed naked in the beautiful flame.


A woman's face. Martian, highbred, with strong delicate bones and arrogant brows, and a red mouth that would be like a bittersweet fruit to kiss. Her eyes were golden as the fire, and as hot, and proud, and scornful.


There must have been a microphone in the wall, for she spoke and he heard her voice, full of a sweet cruel magic. She called his name. He could not rise, but he managed to crawl toward her, and to his reeling brain she was part of the unearthly force that played with him. A destruction and a fascination, as irresistible as death.


To his alien eyes, she was not as lovely as Jill. But there was a power in her. And her red mouth taunted him, and the curve of her bare shoulders drove him to madness.


"You're strong," she said. "You will live, until the end. And that is well, Burk Winters."


He tried to speak, but he could no longer form the words.


She smiled. "You have challenged me, Earthman. I know. You've challenged Shanga. You're brave, and I like brave men. You're also a fool, and I like fools, because they give me sport. I'm looking forward, Earthman, to the moment when you reach the end of your search!"


He tried again to speak, and failed, and then the night and the silence came to stay. He took the sound of her mocking laughter with him into the dark.
   

He did not think of himself now as Captain Burk Winters, but only by the short personal name of Burk. The stones upon which he lay were cold and hard. It was pitch-dark, but his eyes and ears were very keen. He could tell by the sound of his breathing that he was in a closed space, and he did not like it.


A low growl rumbled in his throat. The hairs stiffened at the back of his neck. He tried to remember how he had come here. Something had happened, something to do with fire, but he did not know what, or why.


Only one thing he knew. He was searching for something. It was gone, and he wanted it back. The wanting was a pain in him. He could not remember what the object was that he wanted, but the need for it was greater than any obstacle short of death.


He rose and began to explore his prison.


Almost at once he found an opening. Cautious testing told him that there was a passage beyond. He could see nothing, but the air that blew in to him was very heavy with strange smells. Instinct told him that it was a trap. He crouched resolute, his hands opening and closing in desire for a weapon. There was no weapon. Presently he went into the passage, moving without sound.


He went a long way, his shoulders brushing stone on either side. Then he saw light ahead, red and flickering, and the air brought him the taint of smoke, and the smell of man.


Very, very slowly, the creature called Burk padded toward the light.


He came close to the end of the tunnel, and suddenly a barred gate dropped behind him with a ringing clash. He could not go back.


He did not wish to go back. Enemies were in front of him, and he wished to fight. He knew now that he could not come upon them secretly. Flexing his great chest, he leaped out boldly from the tunnel mouth.


The tossing glare of torches dazzled his eyes, and a wild mob howl deafened him. He stood alone on a great blockâ��the old slave block of Valkis, though he did not know that. They stared up, jeering at the Earthman who had tasted the forbidden fruit that even the soulless men of the Low Canals would not touch.


The creature called Burk was still a man, but a man already shadowed by the ape. During the hours he had bathed in the light of Shanga, he had changed physically. Bone and flesh had altered under the accelerated urging of glands and increased metabolism.


Already a big, powerful man, he had thickened and coarsened along the lines of brutish strength. His jaw and brow ridges jutted. Thick hair covered his chest and limbs and extended in a rudimentary mane down the back of his neck. His deep-set eyes had a hard and cunning gleam of intelligence, but it was the intelligence of the primitive mind that had learned to speak and make fire and weapons, and no more than that.


Half crouching, he glared down at the crowd. He did not know who these men were; he hated them. They were of another tribe, and their very smell was alien. They hated him, too. The air bristled with their enmity.


His gaze fell on a man who stepped out lightly and proudly into the empty space. He did not remember that this man's name was Kor Hal. He did not notice that Kor Hal had shed the white tunic of the Trade Cities for the kilt and girdle of the Low Canals, nor that he wore in his ears the pierced gold rings of Barrakesh, and was now honestly himselfâ��a bandit, born and bred among a race of bandits who had been civilized for so long that they could afford to forget it.


Burk knew only that this man was his particular enemy.


"Captain Burk Winters," said Kor Hal. "Man of the tribe of Terraâ��Lords of the spaceways, builders of the Trade Cities, masters of greed and rapine."


His voice carried over the packed square, though he did not shout. Burk watched him, his eyes like blinking red sparks in the torchlight, weaving slightly on his feet, his hands swinging loose and hungry. He did not understand the words, but they were threat and insult.


"Look at him, Oh men of Valkis!" cried Kor Hal. "He is our master now. His government kings it over the City-States of Mars. Our pride is stripped, our wealth is gone. What have we left, oh children of a dying world?"


The answer that rang the walls of Valkis was soft and wordless, the opening chord of a hymn written in hell.


Someone threw a stone.


Burk came down off the slave block in a great effortless sprig and sped across the square, straight for Kor Hal's throat.


A laugh went up, mirth that was half a cat-scream of sheer savagery. Like one supple creature, the crowd moved. Torchlight flashed from knife-blade and jewels and eyes of glittering green and topaz, and the small chiming bells, and the points of the deadly spiked knuckle-dusters. Long black tongues of whips licked out with a hiss and a crack.


Kor Hal waited until Burk almost reached him. Then he bent and pivoted in the graceful Martian savatte. His foot caught Burk under the chin and sent him sprawling.


As he rolled half stunned, Kor Hal caught a whip from a man's hand.


"That's it, Earthman!" he cried out. "Grovel! Belly down, and lick the stones that were here before the apes of Earth had learned to walk!"


The long lash sang and bit, lacing the hairy body with red weals, and the harsh mob scream went upâ��Drive him! Drive the beast of Shanga, as the invading beasts of old were driven by our forefathers!


And they drove him, with whip and knife and spike, through the streets of Valkis under the racing moons. Jeering they drove him.


He fought them. Mad with fury, he fought them, but he could not come to grips with them. When he lunged they melted before him, and each way he turned he was met by the lash and the blade and the crippling lick. Blood ran, but it was all his own, and the high shrill laughter of women pursued him as he went.


At last there was only fear and the desire to escape.


They let him run. Along the crumbling ways of Valkis, up and down the twisting alleys that reeked of ancient crime, they let him run. But not too far. They blocked him off from the canal and the freedom of the sea bottom beyond. Again and again they headed the panting, shambling creature that had been Burk Winters, captain of the Starflight, and drove it higher up the slope.


Burk moved slowly now. He snarled and his head wove blindly from side to side in a pathetic attempt at defiance. His blood dripped hot on the stones. And always the insolent stinging lashes drove him on.


Up and up. Past the great looming docks, with the bollards and the scars of moored ships still on them, and the dust of their own decay lapping dry around their feet. Four levels above the canal. Four harbors, four cities, four epochs written in fading characters of stone. Even the dawn-man Burk was oppressed and frightened.


There was no life here. There been no life for a long time, even in the lowest level. The wind had scoured and polished the empty houses, smoothing the corners to roundness, hollowing the doors and windows, until the work of man was almost erased. Only strange things were left, that looked as though the wind had made them by itself out of little mountain tops.


The people of Valkis were silent now. They drove the beast, and their hate had not abated, but was intensified.


They walked here upon the very bones of their world. Earth was a green star, young and rich. Here the Martians passed the marble pier where the Kings of Valkis had moored their galleys, and the very marble was shattered under the heel of time.


High on the ridge above the oldest city the palace of the kings looked down at the scourging of the interloper. And in all of Valkis now there was no sound but the whispering of little bells that was like the sigh of wind on another world, where the women ran on their small bare feet, ankle deep in dust.


Burk climbed apelike up the history of Mars. His belly was cold with a terror of these dark places that smelled of nothing, not even of death.


He passed a place where houses had been built within the curve of a coral reef. He clambered over the reef, and saw above him a sloping face of rock with gaping holes that the sea had made. He climbed that, not knowing or caring what it was.


On the level space above he passed the broken quays that had once made safe mooring in the bay, and stopped to look back.


They were still hunting him. His flanks heaved and his eyes were desperate. He went on, scrambling up steep narrow streets where the paving blocks had fallen out and the houses had come down in shapeless heaps, and his hands and feet left red prints where he put them down.


Then, at last, he was at the top of the ridge.


The great bulk of the palace loomed above him against the sky. Primitive wisdom told him the place was dangerous. He skirted the high wall of marble that ringed it, and suddenly his twitching nostrils caught the scent of water.


His tongue was swollen in his mouth, his throat choked with dust. His need was so great, with the salt bleeding and the fever of his wounds, that he forgot his enemies and the menace of the mountain-thing behind the wall. Breaking into a ragged lope, he went forward along the cliff top until he came to a gateway, and plunged through it, and suddenly there was turf under his feet, soft and cool. There were shrubs, and flowers pale in the moonlight, heavily sweet, and dark branches against the sky.


The gate closed silently behind him. He did not see it. He ran down a grassy ride between rows of trees trimmed into fantastic shapes, guided by the smell of water. Here and there were strange gleams and glints of statuary, wrought in marble and semiprecious stones. Burk's skin crawled with an awareness of danger, but he was too weary and too mad with thirst to care.


The ride ended. Beyond was an open space, and in the center of it was a great sunken tank, carved and ornamented. The water in it was like polished jet.


Nothing stirred in the open. A wing of the palace rose beyond the tank like a black wall, and it seemed that nothing lived there, but Burk's hair-trigger nerves told him otherwise. He stopped in the shelter of the trees, sniffing the air and listening.


Nothing. Darkness and silence. Burk looked at the waiting water. It filled all his senses. Suddenly he ran toward it.


He flung himself belly down on the slabs of turquoise that paved the brink and buried his face in the icy water and drank. Then he lay there panting, utterly spent.


Still nothing moved.


Then, all at once, a long howl rose on the night, from somewhere beyond the palace wing. Burk stiffened. He got to his hands and knees, every hair on his body bristling with fear.


The howl was answered by a strange reptilian scream.


Now that he had satisfied his thirst, the night wind brought him many odors. They were too numerous and tangled to be identified, except for a strong musky taint that made his flesh crawl with instinctive loathing. He did not know what sort of creature gave off that taint, but it filled him with horror, because it seemed that he almost knewâ��and did not want to.


He wanted only to get away from that place, that was so full of secret life and hidden menace and silence.


He began to move toward the trees, back the way he had come. Slowly, because he was wounded and very weak. And then, quite suddenly, he saw her.


She had come without sound into the open space, out of the shelter of huge flowering shrubs. She stood not far away, in the shifting glow of the little racing moons, watching him. She was shy and large-eyed, poised for flight. The hair that hung down her back and the shining down that covered her body were the color of the moonlight.


Burk stopped. A tremor went through him. All his sense of loss and his desperate searching came back to him, and with them a desire to be closer to this slender she.


A name spoke itself from some dim chamber of his soul "Jill?"


She started. He thought she was going to run away, and he cried out again, "Jill!" Then, step by step, uncertainly, she came nearer, lovely as a fawn in spring.


She made a questioning sound, and he answered. "Burk." She stood still for a moment, repeating the word, and then she whimpered and began to run toward him, and he was filled with a great joy. He laughed and mouthed her name over and over, and there were tears in his eyes. He reached out toward her.


A spear flashed and fell quivering between them.


She gave him a cry of warning and fled, vanishing into the shrubbery. Burk tried to follow, but his knees gave under him. He turned, snarling.


Tall Keshi guards in resplendent harness had come out of the trees, circling behind him. They carried spears and a net of heavy ropes. In a moment he was surrounded! The spear-points pricked him back until the net was thrown and he went down helpless.


As they carried him away, he heard two things. The wail of the silver she, and from somewhere nearby, a woman's mocking laughter.


He had heard that laughter before. He could not remember where, or how, but it filled him with such fury that he was finally knocked over the head with a spear-butt, to keep him quiet.


III


He came to himselfâ��the self that was Captain Burk Wintersâ��in a room that was much like the one he last remembered, in Valkis, except that the walls were of a dark green rock and there was no prism.


Winters could not remember anything of what had happened since that last room, except that he knew he had had a strong emotional shock. Jill's name was uppermost in his mind. He began to tremble with a deep excitement. He got to his feet, and it was then that he realized he was shackled. Chains ran from cuffs on his wrists to similar cuffs on his ankles, passing through rings on a metal belt around his waist. These constituted his entire clothing. He saw also that there were freshly healed scars on his body. The heavy door was opened for him before he could begin to pound on it. Four tall barbarians, their harness magnificent with jewels and wrought metal, formed up a guard around him, and an officer led the way. They did not speak to Winters, and he knew the uselessness of trying to get anything out of them.


He had not the faintest idea where he was, or how he had come there, beyond a vague memory of pain and flight that was like something he had dreamed.


And somewhere, during that dream, he had seen Jill, spoken to her. He was as certain of that as he was of the weight of his chains.


He stumbled, because his sight was blurred with tears. Up to then, he had not been sure. He had seen the twisted wreck of her flier, and while he did not believe it, there was always the chance that she might really be dead, and lost to him beyond all hope.


Now he knew. She was alive, and if Winters had been alone he would have wept like a child.


Instead, he studied the corridors and the great halls through which the guard took him. From the size and the splendor of them he knew that he was in a palace, and guessed that it might be the one he had seen on the cliffs above Valkis. This was confirmed when he caught a glimpse of the town through a window embrasure.


The palace was older than anything he had seen on Mars, except for the buried ruins of Lhak in the northern deserts. But this was no ruin. It had grown old in somber beauty. The patterns of the mosaic floors were blurred, the precious stones worn thin as porcelain. The tapestries, preserved by the wonderful Martian formula that had been lost for centuries, like everything else on Mars, had grown frail and brittle, their colors all softened to faint glows, infinitely sad and lovely.


Here and there, on the walls or the soaring vault of a roof, were muralsâ��magnificent pageants of lost glory, dim as an old man's memory. The seas they pictured were deep and blue, and the ships were tall, and the mail of the warriors was set with gems, and the captive queens were beautiful as dusky pearls.


Proud architecture, mating beauty with strength, and showing that strange blend of culture and barbarism that is so typically Martian. Winters reflected on how long ago these stones had been quarried, and went on to reflect that at that time civilization had already destroyed itself in a series of atomic wars, and the proud Kings of Valkis were only bandit chieftains in a world that was slipping downward toward the night.


They came at length to doors of beaten gold that were more than twice Burk's six-foot height. The Keshi guards who stood there pushed them wide, and Burk saw the throne room.


Westering sunlight slanted in from the high embrasures, falling across the pillars and the tessellated floor. The pale light touched vagrant glints from the shields and the weapons of dead kings, warmed the old banners to brief life. Everywhere else in that vast place was a brooding darkness, full of whispers and small faint echoing.


A shaft of cool gold fell directly upon the throne at the far end of the room.


The high seat itself was cut from a single block of black basalt, and as Winters approached it, his swinging chains making a loud sound in the silence, he saw that the stone had been already half shaped by the sea. It was very worn and smooth with the patient sanding of the tides, and where hands had lain on the armpieces there were deep hollows, and on the basalt step below.


An old woman sat upon the throne. She was wrapped in a black cloak, and her hair wound into a sort of white crown on her head, braided with jewels. She stared with half-blind eyes at the Earthman, and suddenly she spoke, in sonorous High Martian, a tongue as antique on Mars as Sanskrit is on Earth. Winters could not understand one word of it, but he knew from her tone and expression that she was quite mad.


Someone sat in the heavy shadows by her feet, outside the shaft of sunlight, and veiled by it from Winters' sight. He could catch only a vague pallor of ivory-tinted flesh, but for some reason his nerves tingled with premonition.


As he neared the high seat, the old woman rose and stretched out her arm toward him, a wrinkled Cassandra crying doom upon his head. The wild echoes of her voice rolled from the vaulted roof, and her eyes were full of a blazing hate.


The guards set the butts of their spears into his back so that he was thrown face down before the basalt step. A low, sweet, mocking laugh came out of the shadows, and he felt the pressure of a little sandaled foot on his neck.


He knew the voice that said, "Greeting, Captain Winters! The throne of Valkis welcomes you."


The foot was withdrawn from his neck. He rose. The old woman had fallen back onto the throne. She was intoning what sounded like a church litany, and her upturned face had an exalted look.


The remembered voice said out of the dimness, "My mother is repeating the coronation rites. Presently she will demand the year's tribute from the Outer Islands and the coastal tribes. Time and reality do not bother her, and it pleases her to play at being queen. Therefore, as you see, I, Fand, rule Valkis from the shadow of the throne."


"Sometimes," Winters said, "you must come into the light."


"Yes."


A soft, quick rustle and she was standing there in the shaft of sunlight. Her hair was the color of night after moonset, intricately coiled. She was dressed in the old, arrogant fashion of the bandit kingdomsâ��the long full skirt slit to the waist at the sides, so that her thighs showed when she moved, the wide jeweled girdle, collar of golden plaques. Her small, high breasts were bare and lovely, her body slender, with a catlike grace.


Her face was as he remembered it. Proud and fine, golden-eyed, a mouth like a red fruit that mingled honey and poison, a lazy, slumberous power behind the beauty, the fascination of all things that are at once beautiful and deadly.


She looked at Winters and smiled. "So at last you have reached the end of your search."


He looked down at his chains and his nakedness. "A strange way to reach it. I paid Kor Hal well for this privilege." He gave her a searching glance. "Do you rule Shanga, as well as Valkis? If so you're not very courteous to your guests."


"On the contrary, I treat them very wellâ��as you shall see." Her golden eyes taunted him. "But you didn't come here to practice Shanga, Captain Winters."


"Why else would I have come?"


"To find Jill Leland."


He was not really surprised. Subconsciously he had known that she knew. But he managed a look of blank amazement.


"Jill Leland is dead."


"Was she, when you saw her in the garden, and spoke to her?" Fand laughed. "Do you think we're such fools? Everyone who comes to the Hall of Shanga in the Trade Cities is carefully checked and examined. We were particularly careful with you, Captain Winters, because psychologically you were the wrong type to be drawn to Shanga. Men like you are too strong to need escape.


"You knew, of course, that your fiancÃ©e had taken up the practice. You didn't like it, and tried to make her stop. Kor Hal said that she was terribly upset about it on several occasions. But Jill had gone too far to stop. She begged to be allowed the full power, the real Shanga. She helped us plan her supposed death in the sea bottom. We would have done that anyway, for our own protection, since the girl has influential connections and we can't afford to have people hunting for our clients. But she wanted you to believe that she was dead, so that you would forget her. She felt she had no right to marry you, that she would ruin your life. Doesn't that touch you, Captain Winters? Doesn't that bring tears to your eyes?"


It brought more than that to Winters. It brought an overpowering urge to take this lovely she-devil between his hands and break her and then stamp the pieces into the earth.


His chains made one harsh jangling sound, and then the spears came up and touched his flesh with sharp red kisses. He stood still and said, "Why have you done this? Is it for money, or for hate?"


"For both, Earthman! And for something more important than either of them." Her lips curved in brief amusement. "Besides, I've done nothing to your people. I built the Halls of Shanga, yes. But the men and women of Earth degrade themselves of their own free will. Come here."


She motioned him to follow her to the window. As she crossed the vast room, she said, "You have seen part of the palace. Earth credits have rebuilt and restored the house of my fathers. The credits of apelings who wish to return to their normal state because the civilization they have forced themselves is too much for them. Look out there. Earth money has done that, too."


Winters looked out upon a sight that had almost vanished from the face of Mars. A garden, the varied and jewel-bright garden that would have belonged with a palace like this. Broad lawns of bronze green turf, formal plantings, statuary . . .


For some reason he could not quite remember, that garden gave Burk Winters a cold shuddering chill.


But the garden itself was only a part of what he saw. A small part. Beneath the window the ground sloped away into a vast bowl-shaped depression, perhaps a quarter-mile away, and Winters looked down into an amphitheater. Ruined as it was, it was still magnificent, with tiers of seats rising like steps of hewn stone from the inner walls. He thought of how it must have looked when the games were held in the old days, with all of those thousands of places filled.


Now, in the arena, there was another garden. A wild and tangled garden, closed in by the high protective walls that had kept the beasts from the spectators. There were trees in it, and open spaces, and he could make out moving forms among the shadows, strange forms. He could not see them clearly for the distance and the slanting light, but a chill pang struck through him, a cold breath of foreboding.


In the center of the arena was a lake. Not a large one, and probably not deep, but there were creatures splashing in it, and he caught the faint echo of a reptilian scream. An echo he had heard before. . . .


Fand was looking outward to the amphitheater, with an odd, slow smile. Winters saw that there were people already in the lower tiers of the seats, and more of them gathering.


"What is this thing," he asked her, "that is more important than money or your hatred for the men of Earth?"


All the ancient pride of her race and house flashed out in her eyes as she answered him. He forgot his loathing of her for a moment, in his respect for her deep sincerity.


She said only one word. "Mars."


The old woman heard her and cried out from the throne. Then she flung the corner of her black mantle over her head and was silent.


"Mars," said Fand quietly. "The world that could not even die in decency and honor, because the carrion birds came flying to pick its bones, and the greedy rats suck away the last of its blood and pride."


Winters said, "I don't understand. What has Shanga to do with Mars?"


"You'll see." She turned on him suddenly. "You challenged Shanga, Earthman, just as your people have challenged Mars. We'll find out which is the stronger!"


She motioned to the officer of the guard, who went away. Then she said to Winters, "You wanted your girl back. You were willing to go through the fire of Shanga for her, though you abhorred it. You were willing to risk your identity through the changes of the rayâ��which after a while, Earthman, never go away. And all for Jill Leland. Do you still want her back?"


"Yes."


"You're sure of that."


"Yes."


"Very well." Fand glanced over his shoulder and nodded. "There she is."


For a long moment, Burk Winters did not turn around. Fand moved away a little, watching with a cruel, amused interest. Winters' back stiffened. He turned.


She was there, standing in the sunlight, bewildered, frightened, a wild and shining creature out of the dawn of the world, with a rope around her neck. The guards were laughing.


Winters thought desperately, She has not changed too much. Back to the primitive, but not yet to the ape. There is a soul still in her eyes, and the light of reason.


Jill, Jill! How could you have done this thing? 


But he understood now how she could have done it. He remembered how bitterly he had quarreled with her over Shanga. He had thought it a stupid and childish thing, far beneath her intelligence and as degrading as any other drug. But he had not understood.


He did now. And he was filled with a deadly fear, because he understood so well.


Because he himself was now numbered among the beasts of Shanga. And beneath his horror as he looked at the creature that was Jill and yet not Jill, he was aware that in some unholy way he found her more beautiful and more alluring than he ever had before. Stripped of all the shams and the studied unconventions of society, freed of all complexity, her body strong and fleet as a doe's quivering with sensitive life . . .


It would take two of a kind. Dawn-woman, dawn-man. Strong sinew, strong passion, the guts that cities stole away . . .


Fand said, "She can still be saved, if you can find a way to do it." Then she added shrewdly, "Unless you now need someone to save you, Captain Winters!"


A strong shock of revulsion rocked him, but his eyes still held a strange light.


The silver she was coming toward him. Her gaze was fixed upon him. He saw that she was drawn to him, and struggling to understand why. She did not speak, and somehow Winters' throat closed on an aching lump, so that he too was dumb.


The guard who held her rope let her move as she would. She came close to Winters, hesitantly, as an animal does. Then she stopped and looked up into his face. Tears gathered in her wide dark eyes. Presently she whimpered, very softly, and went down on her knees at his feet.


The old woman let out a shrill cackling. Fand's eyes were like cups of molten gold.


Winters bent over and caught Jill in his arms. He lifted her to her feet and stood holding her to him, in a fury of protective possessive love. He said very softly to Fand, "You've seen it all now. Can we go?"


She nodded. "Take them to the garden of Shanga," she said, and added, "It is almost time."


The guards took them, Burk Winters and the woman he had lost and found again, out through the great echoing halls of the palace and down the long slope of lawn to the amphitheater.


A barred gate of heavy metal covered the mouth of a tunnel. The guards unlocked it and took off Winters' chains and thrust him inside with Jill. The gate was locked again behind them.


Holding Jill tightly by the hand, Winters went down the tunnel and came presently into the arenaâ��into the garden of Shanga.


He stopped, blinking in the sudden light. Jill's hand tightened on his. She quivered with a tense expectancy, and her head was tilted in an attitude of listening.


He had only a moment before the gong sounded, the mellow sonorous notes that might have been calling some evil priesthood to its dark prayers. Only a moment to glimpse the trees and the shambling anthropoid forms that moved among them, to catch the rank beast taint in the air, to hear the splashing and the hissing screams from the hidden pool.


Only a moment to be filled with horror and a sick fear, to deny to himself the reality of this nightmare garden, to wish that he were blind and deaf, or better than that, dead.


In the seats above the protecting wall, rows of Martian faces looked down. They were the faces of men and women who watch the antics of creatures in a zooâ��destructive creatures for which they have a personal hatred.


Then the gong called out, and Jill leaped away, pulling him by the hand. All over the garden there was a moment of intense silence, and then there rose a devil's chorus of roaring and screaming in voices that were horribly human and even more horribly not, and close to him Jill's voice chimed in, saying over and over, "Shanga! Shanga!"


It came to Winters in a flash, then, what Fand had meant about Mars. As Jill pulled him headlong between the trees and across the open grassy spaces, he realized that this garden of Shanga was in fact a zoo, an exhibit, where the people of Mars might come to see what manner of beast their economic conquerors were. A hot and dire shame rose in him. Apeling, running naked through the trees, a slave to the fire of Shanga!


He yelled at Jill to stop!


She only plunged on the harder, so that he had to fight her, setting his heels in the earth. And she turned on him snarling, saying, "Shanga!"


A great anthropoid male came rushing toward them. He had slipped back beyond speech, but ecstatic noises came out of his throat. Behind him were others, males, females, and young on the same evolutionary level. Winters and the silver she that was Jill were caught up and carried on in their tribal rush. Winters fought to get away, but it was hopeless. The wild hairy bodies walled him in.


As they approached the center of the garden they were joined by more and more, all apparently summoned by the sound of the gong. Looking at them, Winters' stomach turned over. This was Walpurgis Night, a festival of blasphemies. And he was trapped in it, inextricably joined to destruction.


The ones like Jill, who had only gone a little way as yet, were not so bad. They were human. Winters knew that he himself had been like that, and he felt no particular horror of them. But there were others. Back through all the stages of the primitive, beyond the Neanderthal, beyond Pithecanthropus Erectus, beyond the missing link, back to the common ancestor.


Shapeless, shambling, hairy brutes, deformed skulls and little red cunning eyes, bared teeth grinning yellow. Things that even the anthropologist had never seen or dreamed of. Things that were not human, or ape, nor any form of life that had ever been classified.


All the dark secrets of Terran evolution were laid bare in this garden, for the Martians to see. It made even Winters, the Earthman, flinch to think that bodies like that had given ultimate birth to him. What respect could the Martians have for such a race, that was still so close to its beginnings?


But he was to see more, much more, of those beginnings. . . . .


The gong struck a last booming summons. The tide of bowed hairy shoulders and flat brows and ugly things that went on all fours swept Winters and Jill out into the clearing at the center, where from the palace window he had seen the lake. A strong musky reek hung in the air. It had the same sickly taint that a snake-house does. And Winters saw that the lake was agitated by the creatures who lived there, and who were swarming out to answer the gong.


Back to the common ancestor, and beyond. Beyond the mammal, back to the gill and the scale, to the egg laid in the warm mud, to the hissing, squirming, utterly loathly ultimate!


Jill panted, "Shanga! Shanga!" looking up, and Winters felt a darkness swimming in his brain. A cold wet thing slithered between his legs, and he swayed, retching. The surface of the lake rippled, but he could not look. He could not.


Grasping Jill, he tried to batter his way through the crowd, but it was hopeless. He was caught, trapped.


Looking up, he saw the prisms that were set high overhead on long booms. He saw them start to glow, with the remembered flame.


He had reached the end, now. The end of his search for Jill Leland, the end of everything. The first sweet deadly thrill of the ray touched his flesh. He felt the waking hunger in him, the deep lust, the stirring of the beast that lay so close under his own skin. He thought of the lake, and wondered how it would be to lie in its wetness, breathing through the gill slits that had once opened in his own flesh when he was an embryo in his mother's womb.


Because that is where I shall be, he thought. In the lake. Jill and I. And beyond the lake, what? The amoeba, and then . . . ?


He saw the royal box, whence the Kings of Valkis had watched the gladiators and the flowing blood. Fand sat there now. She leaned her slender elbows on the stone and watched, and it seemed to Winters that even at this distance he could see the smile and the scorn in her golden eyes. Kor Hal sat beside her, and the old woman, a muffled shape of black.


The fires of Shanga burned and brightened. There was a silence on the clearing now. The sounds that came, the moanings and the little whimpers, did not touch the silence. They only made it deeper. The warm glints danced on the upturned faces, glowed in the staring eyes. Each scaled or shaggy body bore a nimbus of beauty. He saw Jill standing there, reaching up toward the twin suns, a slim shaft of silver flame.


The madness already in his blood. Muscle and sinew taut with it, arching, curving. Brain clouding with a bright soft veil, forgetfulness, release. Jill and Burk, dawn-man, dawn-woman, happy while they lived, done with everything but their own love, their own satisfaction. Why not? They were both in it now, both marked with the same stamp.


Then he heard the laughter and the jeering of the Martians who were gathered to watch the shame of his world. He tore his gaze away from the wicked light and looked again into the face of Fand of Valkis, and then at Kor Hal and the thousand other faces, and a bleak and terrible expression came into his eyes.


The ranks of the crowd had broken. The beast-shapes lay upon the turf, writhing in the ecstasy of Shanga. Jill was on her hands and knees. Winters felt the strength going out of him. The lovely pain, the beautiful, wild, exultant pain . . .


He grasped Jill and began to drag her, back toward the trees, out of the circle of light.


She did not want to go. She screamed and tore his face with her nails and kicked him, and he struck her. After that she lay limp in his arms. He kept on, stumbling over the twitching bodies, falling, crawling at last on his hands and knees. Only one thing kept him going on. Only one thing made him undergo the tortures of the damned, fighting Shanga.


That thing was the scornful, smiling face of Fand.


The touch of the ray weakened and was gone. He was safe, beyond the circle. He dragged the girl farther into the shrubbery and turned his back on the clearing because he wanted more than any drug addict could conceive of wanting to go back into the light, and he dared not look at it.


Instead, he pulled himself erect and faced the royal box. It was only pride that kept him standing. He looked straight into the distant eyes of Fand, and her clear silvery voice carried to him.


"You will go back into the fire of Shanga, Earthman. Tomorrow, or the day afterâ��you will go."


Complete assurance there, as one is sure of the rising of the sun.


Burk Winters did not answer. He stood a moment longer, his gaze level with Fand's. Then, even pride failed. He fell and lay still.


The last conscious thought of his mind was that Fand and Mars together had challenged Earth, and that it was no longer merely a matter of saving a girl from destruction.


IV


When he came to, it was night. Jill sat patiently beside him. She had brought him food, and while he wolfed it down she went away to fetch water in a broad cupped leaf.


He tried to talk to her, but there was a gulf between them too wide to be bridged. She seemed subdued and brooding, and would not come close to him. He had robbed her of the fire of Shanga, and she had not forgotten it.


The futility of trying to escape with her was obvious. After a while he rose and left her, and she did not try to follow.


The garden was still under the light of the low moons. Apparently the beasts of Shanga, true to their ape heritage, were sleeping. Moving with infinite caution, Winters prowled the arena in search of a way out. A plan had taken shape in his mind. It was not much of a plan, and he knew that very probably he would be dead before morning, but he had nothing to lose. He did not even particularly care. He was a man, an Earthman, and there was an anger in him that was deeper than any fear.


The walls of the arena were smooth and high. Even an ape could not have climbed them. All the tunnels were blocked off except the one by which they had entered. He crept down it and found the barred gate impenetrable. Beyond it was a little guard fire, and two sentries. Winters went back to the arena.


He could see no sign of a guard in the empty tiers of seats. There was no reason for one. In itself, the amphitheater was a perfect prison, and the creatures of the garden had no wish to escape from the besotting joys of Shanga.


Whipped before he started, Winters stood glaring bitterly at the walls that held him fast. Then he caught sight of the booms from which the Shanga prisms were suspended.


Going to the nearest one, he studied it. It was high out of reach, a long metal pole that stretched from the side of the arena above the wall and, with the other one, centered the Shanga-rays over the clearing.


High out of reach. But if a man had a rope . . . Winters went in among the trees. He found vines and creepers, and tore them away, and knotted them together. He found a small log in a deadfall, big enough to weight one end but light enough for throwing. Then he returned to the boom.


On the third cast the log went over. He drew his flimsy rope down, making a double strand. Hand over hand, praying that the vines would hold, he began to climb.


It seemed like a long way up. He felt very naked and exposed in the moonlight.


The vines held, and no challenging voice shouted at him. He clung to the boom and worked his way along it, first dropping the telltale rope. Presently he was safe among the tiered seats.


Avoiding the guard by the tunnel, he made his way out of the amphitheater and circled out across the slope, keeping to cover where there was cover, crawling on his belly where there was none. The shifting moon-shadows helped him, because they made visibility a treacherous thing. The palace loomed above him, huge and dark, crushed under the weight of time.


Only two lights showed. One, on the ground floor, he guessed would be the guard room. The other, on the third level, was dim as though made by a single torch. That, he hoped, would be the apartment of Fand.


Up the slope and into the shelter of the palace garden, and then into the palace itself. The great half-ruined pile could not have been guarded, even if there had been reason to guard it. Padding silently on naked feet, Winters glided through the vast empty halls, trying to keep a plan of the place straight in his mind.


His eyes were accustomed to the dark, and enough moonlight fell through the embrasures to let him see where he was going. Room and hall and corridor, smelling of dust and death, dreaming over their faded flags and broken trophies, remembering glory. Winters shivered. Something of the cold breath of eternity lived in this place.


He found a ramp, and then another, and at last on the third level he saw light, the weak flicker of it from the crack of a door.


There was no guard. That was a break. Not only because it was a difficulty eliminated, but because it confirmed his guess that Fand was a person who would want no check on her comings and goings. From the standpoint of safety in this place, a guard would be only a useless adornment. Fand was on her own ground here. There were no enemies.


Save one.


Winters opened the door without sound. A maid slept on a low couch. She did not stir as he passed. Beyond an open arch hung with heavy curtains he found the lady Fand.


She slept in a huge carved bed, the bed of the Kings of Valkis. She looked like a child lost in its hugeness. She was very beautiful. Very wicked, and most damnably beautiful.


Winters struck her, quite ruthlessly. Sleep became unconsciousness. There was no outcry. With silks and girdles he found in the room he bound and gagged her, and flung her light weight over his shoulder. Then he went back the way he had come, silently out of the palace.


It was as easy as that. He had not thought it would be easy, but it was. After all, he thought, men seldom guard against the impossible.


Phobos had gone on its careening flight around Mars, and Deimos was too low to give much light. Now carrying the unconscious Fand, now dragging her across the open spaces, Winters made his way back to the amphitheater. In and across the tiered seats to the wall. It was a twenty-foot drop, but he made it as easy as he could on her. He didn't want her dead. Then he slid over, himself, hung briefly by his fingertips, and fell into cushioning brush.


When he got his breath back he made sure that Fand was not hurt. Then he carried her swiftly into the shelter of the unholy garden. Remembering a particularly dense patch of shrubbery near the central clearing, he made for it and crept thankfully into concealment with the heir of all the Kings of Valkis.


Then he waited.
   

Her eyes were looking up at him in the dim light, bitter gold above the gag of scarlet silk.


"Yes," he said, "you're here, in the garden of Shanga. I brought you here. We have a bargain to talk about, Fand."


He undid the gag, keeping his hand close over her mouth lest she should cry out.


She said, "There will be no bargain between us, Earthman."


"Your life, Fand. Your life for mine, and Jill's and the others here who can still be saved. Destroy the prisms, stop this madness, and you can live to be as old and crazy as your mother."


There was no fear in her. Unbending pride, and hatred, but no fear. She laughed.


He put his hand on her throat, his fingers reaching iron-strong around her neck. "Slim," he said. "Soft, and tender. It would snap so easily."


"Break it, then. Shanga will go on without me. Kor Hal will take over. And you, Burk Wintersâ��you can't escape." Her teeth showed white in a taunting smile. "You'll run with the beasts. No man can break free from Shanga."


Winters nodded. "I know that," he said quietly. "Therefore I must destroy Shanga before it destroys me."


She looked at him, naked and unarmed, crouching in the brush. Once more, she laughed.


He shrugged. "Perhaps it is impossible. I won't know that until it's too late, anyway. It isn't really me I'm worried about, Fand. I could be perfectly happy running on all fours through your garden. Probably I would be perfectly happy hissing and wallowing in the lake. Now the idea sickens me, but after a touch of Shanga it would be all right. No. It isn't me that matters, nor even Jill."


"What, then?"


"Earth has its pride, too," he told her gravely, "It's a younger and cruder pride than yours. It can become pretty ruthless and obnoxious at times, I'll admit. But on the whole, Earth is a good planet, and her people are good people, and she's done more to advance the Solar System than all the other worlds put together. As an Earthman, I don't like to see my world disgraced."


He glanced up and around the amphitheater. "I think," he went on, "that Earth and Mars can learn a lot from each other, if the fanatics on both sides will stop making trouble. You're the worst one I've ever heard of, Fand. You go even beyond fanaticism." He looked at her speculatively. "I think you're as mad right now as your mother."


She did not flare up at that, which convinced him that she was not mad at all, only twisted by the way she lived and the things she had been taught.


She said, "What do you plan to do about all this?"


"Wait. Until dawn, or perhaps later. Anyway, until you've had time to think. Then I shall give you a last chance. After that, I shall kill you."


She was smiling when he replaced the gag, and her eyes did not waver.


The hours passed. Darkness into dawn, and then into full daylight. Winters sat unmoving, his head bowed over his knees. Fand's eyes were closed, and it seemed that she slept.


The garden woke to life with the sun, and all around the dense thicket Winters heard the padding footsteps and the growling of the beasts of Shanga. The things in the shallow lake cried out, and their musky taint soured the wind. Winters shivered like a man with fever and his brooding eyes were haunted.


After a while Jill came. Animal-like she had found him, animal-like she came slipping without sound through the brush. She would have cried out at the sight of Fand, but he silenced her. She crouched beside him, watching him. She was afraid of him and yet she could not stay away. He stroked her shoulder. It was soft and strong and trembling under his hand. Her gaze was doe-like, full of sadness and a bewildered yearning.


Winters' face became as bleak and pitiless as the barren stars that watch from outer space.


The time grew very short. Jill began to look upward toward the prisms. Winters sensed in her a growing nervousness.


He shook Fand. She opened her eyes and looked at him, and he knew what her answer would be before he asked the question.


"Well?"


She shook her head.


For the first time, Winters smiled. "I have decided," he said, "not to kill you, after all."


What he did after that was done quickly and efficiently, and there was no one to see but Jill and Fand. Jill did not understand; the heiress of the Kings of Valkis understood too well.


People began to drift into the amphitheater. Martians, coming to see a show, coming to learn contempt and loathing for the men of Earth. Winters watched them. He was still smiling.


Suddenly he turned to Jill. When he rose a few minutes later, scratched and panting, she was securely bound with strips torn from bonds of Fand. This time she would not bathe so helplessly in the fire of Shanga.


The Martians gathered. Kor Hal came into the royal box, bringing the old woman, who leaned on his arm.


The gong sounded.


V


Once again, Winters watched the gathering of the beasts of Shanga. Hidden in the thicket, beyond the reach of the rays, he saw the hairy bodies rush and jostle toward the central clearing. He saw the shining of their drugged eyes. He heard them moan and whimper, and all over the garden the mouthing whisper wentâ��"Shanga! Shanga!"


Jill writhed and thrashed in the agony of her desire, her cries muffled by the wad of silk he had thrust into her mouth. Winters could not bear to look at her. He knew how she was suffering. He was suffering too.


He saw that Kor Hal was leaning forward over the edge of the wall, searching the garden. He knew what the Martian was looking for.


The last notes of the gong rang out. A silence fell on the clearing. Hairy anthropoid, shambling brutes that ran on all fours, nameless creatures beyond the ape, crawling things with wet and shining scalesâ��all silent, all waiting.


The prisms began to glow. The beautiful wicked fire of Shanga filled the air. Burk Winters set his hand between his teeth and bit until the blood ran.


It seemed to him that he could hear a faint thin screaming, rising out of the flowering shrubs by the lake. Low, tough-stemmed shrubs that lay under the full rays of the prisms.


Shanga! Shanga!


He had to go, into the clearing, into the fiery light. He could not stand it. He must feel again the burning touch on his flesh, the madness and the joy. He could not stay away.


In desperation he flung himself down beside Jill and clung to her, shuddering in torment.


He heard Kor Hal's voice, calling his name.


He steadied himself and rose, stepping out into the full sight of the royal box. The Martians ranged on either side watched him with interest, turning their attention momentarily from the orgy of the beasts of Shanga.


Winters said, "I'm here, Kor Hal."


The man of Barrakesh looked at him and laughed. "Why fight it, Winters? You can't keep away from Shanga."


Winters asked, "Where is your high priestess? Has she wearied of the sport?"


Kor Hal shrugged. "Who knows the mind of the Lady Fand? She comes and goes as she will." He leaned forward, "Go on, Winters! The fire of Shanga is waiting. Look how he sweats there, trying to be a man! Go on, apelingâ��join your brothers!"


The shrill jeering laughter of the Martians fell upon Winters with the sharpness of spears.


He stood there, naked in the sunlight, his head held stubbornly erect, and he did not move. He could not control the trembling of his limbs nor the harshness of his breathing. The sweat ran in his eyes and blinded him, and the fire of Shanga danced on the writhing bodies, and he thought he would go mad with torment, but he stood there and would not move. He thought he was going to die, but he would not move.


And the Martians watched.


Kor Hal said, "Tomorrow, then. Perhaps the next dayâ��but you'll go, Earthman."


Winters knew that he would. He could not go through this again. If he were still alive in the garden of Shanga the next time the gong sounded, he would go with his brothers.


The fire of Shanga died at last from the prisms, and the creatures of its making lay still on the ground. The Martians sighed. The first stir of departure ran through them. Burk Winters cried out, "Wait!"


His voice rang back from the empty upper tiers, and it brought every eye upon him. There was desperation in it, and triumph, and the anger of a man driven beyond the bounds of reason.


"Wait, you men of Mars! You came to see a show. Very well, I'll give you one. You, Kor Hal! You told me something, down there in Valkis. You told me of the men of Caer Dhu who first made Shanga, and how in one generation they were destroyed by it. One generation."


He stepped forward, finding release for his tortured nerves in this denunciation.


"We of Earth are a young race. We're still close to our beginnings, and for that you hate and mock us, calling us apes. Very well. But that youth gives us strength. We go very slowly down the road of Shanga.


"But you of Mars are old. You have followed the circle of time a long way around, and the end is always close to the beginning. In one generation the men of Caer Dhu were gone. Our fibers are iron, but theirs were only straw.


"That's why no Martian will practice Shangaâ��why it was forbidden by the City-States. You don't dare to practice it, because it hurls you headlong down that roadâ��toward your end or your beginning, who knows? But you haven't the strength to take it, and you're afraid."


A jeering, angry howl rose from the crowd.


Kor Hal shouted, "Listen to the ape. Listen to the beast we drove through the streets of Valkis!"


"Yes, listen to him!" Winters cried. "Because the Lady Fand is gone, and only the ape knows where she is!"


That silenced them, and in the quiet Winters laughed.


"Perhaps you don't believe me. Shall I tell you how I did it?" He told them, and when he was through telling he listened, while they called him liar, and he jeered in Kor Hal's face.


"Wait," he shouted. "Wait, and I'll bring her to you."


He turned and went toward the clearing. He went fast, because the beasts were already beginning to stir and rouse from their temporary stupor. He remembered from his own experience with Shanga that before consciousness returned there was a period of delirium, so that even in the Trade City solariums the people were not turned loose until it had passed.


Threading his way between the brutish bodies, leaping over them, avoiding the touch of the scaly things, he came to the clump of flowering shrubs by the lake and crawled in among them.


He had not known. He had guessed from Kor Hal's statement that the metamorphosis was swift, but he had not known. There were some things that a man could not even guess at.


In spite of himself, he cried out. He did not want to look at the thing that lay there, did not even want to know that such a form of life had existed, or could exist. But he had to look at it. He had to go close to it, so that he might undo the silken bonds that held it to the roots of the shrubs. He had to touch it. He had to lay his hands upon its softness, lift its flaccid weight, hold its slippery squirming against his own body.


It had eyes. That was the worst of it. It had eyes, and it looked at him.


He went away from the thicket, carrying his burden. Back across the clearing, where two great males were already fighting over a she, out into the open space before the royal box, where all could plainly see.


He lifted the thing over his head, high into the sunlight.


"Here!" he shouted. "Don't you recognize her? Last of the royal house of Valkisâ��the Lady Fand!"


Around a portion of the wriggling anatomy that might once have been a neck, the collar of golden plaques swung, shining.


For a moment he held her so, while the faces of the Martians stared like the masks of dead men and Kor Hal rose and gripped the edges of the stone. Then he laid his burden down and stepped back from it where it moved horribly across the turf.


"Look there, you Martians," he said. "That is your own beginning."


In the utter, stricken silence the old woman rose. She stood for a moment, looking down, and it seemed that she was about to speak or cry out, but no sound came. Then she fell, out over the wall and down the sheer drop into the arena. She did not move again.


As though she had led them, the Martians rose with one low terrible cry and followed her. Not to death, as they dropped over the wall, but to vengeance.


Winters ran. He had Jill free in a minute, dragging her away into denser cover. The mouth of the tunnel was not far distant.


The Martians swarmed in upon the clearing, and then the beasts of Shanga saw them. With roars and screams, they surged out to meet their attackers.


Knife and short sword and spiked brass knuckles against fang and claw and the powerful muscles of the brute. The scaly creatures darted here and there, hissing, slashing with their rows of needle-sharp reptilian teeth. Great hands ripped and tore, snapping bones like matchsticks, cracking skulls. And the slim blades flickered in the sunlight, bright tongues speaking death.


Vengeance was done that day in the garden of Shanga. The vengeance of Earth on Mars, and the vengeance of men upon the shame of their heritage.


Winters saw Kor Hal run his sword through the creeping horror that had been Fand, through and through again until all motion stopped. Then he shouted Winters' name.


Winters went to him.


Neither spoke. There was nothing more to say. Bare-handed, Winters went against the Martian's sword. With the nightmare carnage of the battle going on around them, they two were alone. They two had a special score to settle.


Winters took one long gash above the heart before he caught Kor Hal's arm and broke it. The Martian never whimpered. With his left hand he reached for the knife at his girdle, but it never left the sheath. Winters laid Kor Hal backward across his knee and placed one thigh across his loins and an elbow across his throat. After a moment he dropped the broken body and went away, taking the sword.


The guards came running into the arena through the tunnel.


The fight was spreading outward from the lake. Locked in struggling, swaying knots, the beasts of Shanga slew the Martians and were slain. The waters of the lake were stained red, and the corpse of a Martian was being dragged stealthily into it from the mud of the bank. There was something hidden below the surface, something that could no longer fight on land, but only lay quietly in wait, and fed.


Now the guards had come with their long spears, and Winters knew that in the end there would not be one creature left alive in the garden. And it was well.


He took Jill's hand and led her toward the tunnel, running in the shelter of the trees. The fight was occupying everyone's attention. The brute males were hard to kill, and they fought for the love of it. The tunnel was empty, the gate open, the guards inside the arena, hard at work. Winters and the girl fled through it, taking cover outside the amphitheater just before another group of guards came down from the palace.


From there, with infinite haste and caution, they made their way down the cliffs through the dead ruins of Valkis, and then out across the desert, skirting the living town by the canal. Kor Hal's flier was on the field where Winters remembered it.


He thrust Jill inside, and as he followed her he saw the angry mob start to pour out of Valkis, where word of his crime and his escape had been brought, a little too late.


He took the flier up, setting a course for Kahora. And now that it was all over, he felt a great weariness and an overwhelming desire to forget the very name of Shanga.


But he knew that he could never forget. The golden fire had burned too deep. He knew that he would always be haunted by the beautiful face of Fand as it had looked when he shackled her in the clearing, and by the memory of the high thin screaming as the light poured down from the prisms. Even the psychos could never make him forget.


The governments of Earth and Mars would see to it now that Shanga was stamped out forever. He was glad, and a little proud, because it had been his doing. But even so . . .


He looked over at Jill. Someday, he prayed, she would be herself again. The taint of Shanga would pass her, and she would once more be the Jill Leland he had given his heart to.


But will it pass entirely? For a moment it seemed that he heard the mocking voice of Fand, speaking in his soul. Will it pass from you, Burk Winters? Can one who has run with the beasts of Shanga ever be the same again?


He did not know. Looking back, he saw the smoke rising from the unholy gardenâ��and he did not know.


http://www.archive.org/details/TheBeast-jewelOfMars


1279.


Leigh Brackett Lester Del Rey Bob Silverberg Isaac Asimov - Len Moffatt and June Moffatt : z photograph - 5.0 - fans 


http://fanac.org/worldcon/Tricon/w66a002.jpeg


"From the collection of Len  June Moffatt Scans by Milt Stevens"


http://fanac.org/worldcon/Tricon/w66a002.jpeg


1280.


Hal Shapiro Edmond Hamilton Leigh Brackett - Norman E. Masters : z photograph - fans - 4.0 


http://www.fanac.org/Other_Cons/TripleFanFare/t69a001.jpeg


1281.


Leigh Brackett Edmond Hamilton Isaac Asimov in a group shot - Ben Jason : z photograph - 5.0 - fans 


http://www.fanac.org/Other_Cons/Metrocon/m54-001.jpeg


Apparently from Metrocon, October 1954, Hotel Empire, New York.


1282.


Howard DeVore Lloyd Biggle Edmond Hamilton Leigh Brackett Dean McLaughlin - Norman E. Masters : z photograph - 3.5 - fans 


http://www.fanac.org/Other_Cons/TripleFanFare/t69p001.html


http://www.fanac.org/Other_Cons/TripleFanFare/t69p001.jpeg


From Triple Fan Fair June 1969.


1283.


Anne McCaffrey Leigh Brackett Blanche Williamson Edmond Hamilton Jack Williamson - Len Moffatt and June Moffatt : z photograph - 5.0 - fans 


http://fanac.org/worldcon/Baycon/w68a001.jpeg


http://fanac.org/worldcon/Baycon/w68a001.html


From Baycon 1968.


1284.


Revolte der Verlorenen - Leigh Brackett : z artwork - professional - 4.0 


Cover of the German Utopia.


http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3365/3450135468_06dfda73c5.jpg


1285.


Leigh Brackett Nancy Kemp - Earl Kemp : z photograph - 3.5 - fans 


And an unidentified third woman.  From Solacon Los Angeles, September 1958.


http://efanzines.com/EK/eI19/Brackett1_s.jpg


1286.


La Strada per Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


Cover of an Italian version of the Secret of Sinharat I would think.


http://www.fantascienza.com/catalogo/Cov/01/01274.jpg


1287.


Am Morgen Einer Anderen Zet - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


German cover for The Long Tomorrow.


http://www.kerckhoff.dsfdb.org/TITELBILDER/TERRA_EXTRA_086.JPG


1288.


Movieplayer.it - Leigh Brackett : z photograph - professional - 3.0 


A photo to go with what I am not sure currently.


http://images.movieplayer.it/2003/01/23/leigh-brackett-2275.jpg


1289.


Leigh Brackett: The science fiction epic - Carlos SÃ¡iz Cidoncha : z non-fiction - study - 4.0 


Note the original link is in Spanish.  Apparently from :- Original edition of Fantasia Fan 2, 1980. Excerpted from Ad Astra 10.


Google translation link :-


http://translate.google.com.au/translate?js=yprev=_thl=enie=UTF-8layout=1eotf=1u=http%3A%2F%2Fvioletfreak.blogspot.com%2Fsearch%2Flabel%2FLeigh%2520Brackettsl=estl=en


http://violetfreak.blogspot.com/search/label/Leigh%20Brackett


1290.


Piratas de Skaith - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


Spanish cover for The Reavers of Skaith.


http://www.tierrasdeacero.com/beta/bib/lib2152.jpg


1291.


E Su Marte Dominerai - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


Italian cover for The Nemesis From Terra.


http://www.fantascienza.com/catalogo/Cov/02/02317.jpg


1292.


Leigh Brackett - Hardy Kettlitz : z non-fiction - study - 0.0 


Looks like a range of publications about SF authors.  Anyone that has (and can) read one of these and would like to let me know that would be great.


"Hardy Kettlitz (Hrsg.): Die vergessenen Science-Fiction-Klassiker


SF Personality Sammelband 1 


In Zusammenarbeit mit ausgewiesenen Kennern unternimmt es Hardy Kettlitz in seiner Reihe SF Personality, die Geschichte der Science Fiction schlaglichtartig aufzuarbeiten. Nachdem die Einzelausgaben grÃ¶Ã�tenteils vergriffen sind, werden in diesem Band die chronologisch ersten fÃ¼nf Nummern wieder zugÃ¤nglich gemacht. Sie wurden grundlegend Ã¼berarbeitet, die Bibliographien ergÃ¤nzt und das Bildmaterial auf den doppelten Umfang erweitert. Die Abbildungen umfassen Titelbilder von Originalausgaben, deutschsprachigen Ausgaben und Illustrationen aus zeitgenÃ¶ssischen Magazinen. In diesem ersten Sammelband werden Murray Leinster, C.L. Moore  Henry Kuttner, H. Beam Piper, Leigh Brackett und Gustav Meyrink ausfÃ¼hrlich vorgestellt und gewÃ¼rdigt; weitere werden folgen. 


Hardy Kettlitz war Chefredakteur des SF-Magazins ALIEN CONTACT und gilt als einer der besten Kenner der Science Fiction und Phantastik im deutschsprachigen Raum. Unter anderem fÃ¼r die Reihe SF Personality wurde er 2002 mit dem renommierten Kurd LaÃ�witz Preis ausgezeichnet."
   Unseen.


The google translation says : "SF Personality Sammelband 1 Personality SF anthology 1 


In Zusammenarbeit mit ausgewiesenen Kennern unternimmt es Hardy Kettlitz in seiner Reihe SF Personality , die Geschichte der Science Fiction schlaglichtartig aufzuarbeiten. In collaboration with designated experts undertakes Kettlitz Hardy in his series of SF Personality, work up spotlighted the history of science fiction. Nachdem die Einzelausgaben grÃ¶Ã�tenteils vergriffen sind, werden in diesem Band die chronologisch ersten fÃ¼nf Nummern wieder zugÃ¤nglich gemacht. After the single issues are largely out of print, will be in this band the first five numbers in chronological re-opened. Sie wurden grundlegend Ã¼berarbeitet, die Bibliographien ergÃ¤nzt und das Bildmaterial auf den doppelten Umfang erweitert. They have been thoroughly revised, the bibliographies complements and extends the imagery twice the size. Die Abbildungen umfassen Titelbilder von Originalausgaben, deutschsprachigen Ausgaben und Illustrationen aus zeitgenÃ¶ssischen Magazinen. The images include covers, original editions, German editions, and illustrations from contemporary magazines. In diesem ersten Sammelband werden Murray Leinster, CL Moore  Henry Kuttner, H. Beam Piper, Leigh Brackett und Gustav Meyrink ausfÃ¼hrlich vorgestellt und gewÃ¼rdigt; weitere werden folgen. In this first collection will be presented Murray Leinster, CL Moore  Henry Kuttner, H. Beam Piper, Leigh Brackett and Gustav Meyrink was fully acknowledged, and, more will follow. 


Hardy Kettlitz war Chefredakteur des SF-Magazins ALIEN CONTACT und gilt als einer der besten Kenner der Science Fiction und Phantastik im deutschsprachigen Raum. Hardy Kettlitz was editor of the SF magazine ALIEN CONTACT, and is considered one of the foremost science fiction and fantasy in Germany. Unter anderem fÃ¼r die Reihe SF Personality wurde er 2002 mit dem renommierten Kurd LaÃ�witz Preis ausgezeichnet. Among other things, for the SF series of personality, he was honored in 2002 with the prestigious Kurd LaÃ�witz price."


http://translate.google.com.au/translate?js=yprev=_thl=enie=UTF-8layout=1eotf=1u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shayol.biz%2Fepages%2F61530001.sf%2Fde_DE%2F%3FObjectPath%3D%2FShops%2F61530001%2FProducts%2F02103sl=detl=en
   0 out of 5


http://www.shayol.biz/epages/61530001.sf/de_DE/?ObjectPath=/Shops/61530001/Products/02103


1293.


E Su marte Dominerai - Leigh Brackett : z concept - professional - 3.5 


Italian cover for The Nemesis From Terra.


http://www.fantascienza.com/catalogo/Cov/00/00572.jpg


1294.


A Rot Csillag - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


A Hungarian version of what would appear to be The Ginger Star, going by the title and cover.


http://books.hu/kepek//20001-30000/20412stab.jpg


1295.


Der Weg Nach Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - professional - z cover 


German cover for what I think is The Secret Of Sinharat, but might translate as Road, too.


http://i.ebayimg.com/24/!BWeBTGQBWk~$(KGrHgoH-DEEjlLl1e6UBK(j2KuHs!~~_12.JPG


1296.


Uzaydu Buyuk Sicrayis - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


Turkish cover for The Big Jump.


http://www.nadirkitap.com/upload/Kitap_20090622174605_9042_7.jpg


1297.


Ed Clive - Kevin Burton Smith : z non-fiction - study - 4.0 


"Created by Leigh Brackett (1915-1978)
   "She was wearing a white raincoat with the hood thrown back. There were raindrops caught in her soft black hair, but the drops in her thick lashes never came out of a Los Angeles sky. Her arms went around him, tight. He kissed her. 'Hello, tramp.' ""


"EDMOND CLIVE's your classic, wounded-romantic Chandleresque private eye. Wearing his world-weary heart on his sleeve, with a soft spot for the underdog, Ed stalks the same mean streets of Los Angeles as Marlowe, although he seems to be doing a bit better than ol' Phil, at least financially. He has a partner and a secretary, and even a headline or two, after he cracks a case in San Francisco. He can quote Shakespeare, and take a beating."
   http://thrillingdetective.com/clive.html


1298.


The Cloud People of Venus - G. W. Thomas : z non-fiction - monster - 3.5 


"SOURCE: "The Vanishing Venusians" by Leigh Brackett (Planet Stories, Spring 1944)"


http://web.archive.org/web/20070212052601/http://www.gwthomas.org/cloudpeople.htm


1299.


A Small cover collage - GoldenAge ComicBookStories : z cover - 3.5 - fans 


A selection of covers.


http://goldenagecomicbookstories.blogspot.com/2010/03/leigh-brackett-1915-1978-brackett-is.html


1300.


Worldcat Identities - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - library - 3.0 


Has a holdings sample, and a tag cloud.


http://orlabs.oclc.org/identities/lccn-n79-65020


1301.


The Sorcerer Of Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 5.0 - quotes 


Where did Clarke get that law, anyway?


"Witchcraft to the ignorant, â�¦. Simple science to the learned." 
   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarke's_three_laws


1302.


Ark of Mars Sealed Print Place Mat - Kelly Freas : 4.5 - z merchandise - professional 


Can you get these at Cafepress?  Merchandise some more, SF people!


http://www.northernstarart.com/photos/PlasticPrints0395a.JPG


http://www.northernstarart.com/detail.php?product=5596


1303.


Stark and the Star Kings - Henning Ahlers : z artwork - professional - 3.0 


A sketch - and apparently there are a couple of complete illustrations in Pandora 2?  If anyone has seen that.


http://actionguelle.blogspot.com/search?q=brackett


http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_aoKO9RPCaDQ/RppjG0XUisI/AAAAAAAAAGA/NdYZmOy0V2w/s400/stark_900.jpg


1304.


Parlainth - Les Edwards : z artwork - professional - 5.0 


Used by Gollancz as the cover, in a slightly different shade, for Sea-Kings of mars and Otherworldly Stories.


http://www.lesedwards.com/main/parlainth.jpg


http://www.lesedwards.com/showpic.php?id=1pid=41


1305.


Sailing With the Sea Kings of Mars: Brackett's The Sword of Rhiannon - Deuce Richardson : z non-fiction - article - 4.0 


"Beginning with the Ace Double that featured Conan the Conqueror  on the flip-side, nearly all subsequent printings of Brackettâ��s novel sported The Sword of Rhiannon as the title. Simple (socio-) economics. As Leigh noted in her afterword to The Best of Leigh Brackett, post-war editors were getting more leery of publishing her type of ERB-influenced tales; tales where the Red Planet supported an ancient, humanoid population amidst which Earthmen found adventure. This was due to the (at the time) recent (and dream-shattering) advances in the sciences. Apparently, faster-than-light drives were more â��realâ�� than the possibility of life on Mars (though the opposite seems just as likely today). Renaming this story â��The Sword of Rhiannonâ�� allowed a better chance of an unwitting (and lucky) reader picking up the book and then getting pulled in by Brackettâ��s hard-boiled, Howardian prose. The fact that Leigh persisted in writing later tales like â��The Secret of Sinharatâ�� and â��The People of the Talismanâ�� is a testament to her authorial courage and passion for the Martian â��sword-and-planetâ�� sub-genre."


http://www.thecimmerian.com/?p=5580


1306.


Spectrum Literary Agency - Eleanor Wood : z non-fiction - 3.0 - agent 


Agent for the estate.
   http://www.spectrumliteraryagency.com/brackett.htm


1307.


Raubtiere unter uns - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


German cover for The Tiger Among Us.


http://www.unionsverlag.com/info/title.asp?title_id=1900


1308.


Der Sterbende Stern - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


German cover of what I believe is The Ginger Star.


http://www.bookcrossing.com/images/journalpics/786/08/cover/100_7862008.jpg


1309.


No Good From A Corpse - Leigh Brackett : z online public domain - crime - 4.0 


No Good From a Corpse
   Leigh Brackett


It is better to live,


Even to live miserably;


The halt can ride on horseback;


The one-handed, drive cattle;


The deaf, fight and be useful;


To be blind is better


Than to be burnt;


No one gets good from a corpse.


Havamal
   Chapter 1


Edmond Clive saw her almost as soon as he came into the tunnel from the San Francisco train. She was standing beyond the gate, watching for him, and somehow in all that seething press of uniforms and eager women, she was quite alone.


Clive smiled and tried to shove a little faster through the mob. Then her gray eyes found him. Suddenly there was no mob, no station, no noise, nothing. Nothing but the two of them, alone in a silent place with the look in Laurel Dane's gray eyes.


Clive's step slowed. He saw her smile. He answered and went on, but the lift was gone out of him.


She was wearing a white raincoat with the hood thrown back. There were raindrops caught in her soft black hair, but the drops in her thick lashes never came out of a Los Angeles sky. Her arms went around him tight.


He kissed her.


"Hello, tramp."


"Hello. Oh, Ed, I'm so glad to have you back!"


He looked down at her. Cream-white skin, her face that had no beauty of feature and yet was beautiful because it was so alive and glowing, her red mouth, full and curved and a little sullen. He found it, as always, hard to breathe. He bent his head again.


They stood for a long time, the noise and the crowd flowing around them and leaving them untouched. Her lips were faintly bitter under his, with the taste of tears that had run down and caught in the corners of them.


"The car's outside, Ed."


They walked toward the door. She held his hand, like a child.


Clive said, "Johnny didn't come down?"


"No. And you're to go straight to the office. He's got a client waiting. A very expensive and very urgent client."


Clive groaned.


Laurel said acidly, "Female."


"Oh, well! That's different."


His wide, mischievous grin did a lot for his face. It was a sinewy, angular face that had known its way around for a long time, and there were those who said that Ed Clive could look tougher than the people he sent up. But his dark eyes were alert and friendly, his smile was nice, and most women decided he had a certain sinister fascination. They caught themselves wishing secretly that their own men didn't look quite so good....


He made himself comfortable in the coupe.


"You drive, baby. I'm an old man, and I'm tired."


"The age I'll grant, but the rest is just plain laziness."


Clive shook his head. "Hookworm," His eyes were closed. The rain on the metal top sounded like a regiment of small boys bouncing golf balls.


"Drive slowly, dear, and be careful of skidding."


Laurel pulled his hat down over his face and drove off through swirling streets toward Hollywood.


After a while she said, "I've been reading all about the case. The Los Angeles papers played it up big. They just loved watching a native son make the Frisco cops look silly."


"I hope they used a good picture of me."


"With that mug, darling, there's no such tiling. You're not happy about it, are you?"


"The case or the face?"


"You know damn well what I mean."


Clive's mouth was suddenly bitter. "I caught me a killer, all right. She's twenty-three; she had red hair and the bluest eyes I ever saw. Sure, I'm happy."


"Twenty-three," echoed Laurel. "And she killed him for love."


The car quivered sharply. Clive looked up. Her hands were rigid on the wheel.


"Love can be a terrible thing, Ed..."


He waited. When she didn't go on with it, he said gently, "You want to tell me now, or later?"


She sighed. "I suppose you've known all along, haven't you? I mean, that I have one of those things they call a Past."


"Uh-huh. And I also had an idea that you had an idea that the Past might suddenly sneak up and become the Present again."


"I'm afraid it has... No, not now, Ed. I have a rehearsal I'm late for already; you're tired and you have business wait-big. Come down to the club tonight. Early." Suddenly she laughed. "I've got a surprise for you, Ed."


"Yeah? I'll bet I can guess."


"Try."


"I'll bet it's a man."


"Mm-hmm."


Clive relaxed, tilting his hat over his eyes again. "How do you make a noise like jealousy?"


"You'll make a noise like something when you meet him, Ed!"


"Not any more, baby. I've got calluses."


"You wait!" Presently she burst out, "Oh damn it, Ed! Why do you stay around me if you don't love me? Why do you want to be so..."


Clive said quietly, "I thought we had that all settled."


"No." Her voice was throaty with tears. "No, it isn't settled. It's . .. Oh, Ed, I wish I were different. I wish you were different. I wish the whole thing..."


"Sure." He patted her thigh. "Sure." He let his hand stay there, feeling the lithe play of the muscles as she drove. His mouth twitched, once, as though something hurt him.


They didn't speak again until Laurel stopped the car and said tiredly, "Well, here I am. You can drive yourself back to your office."


Clive sat up. They were on Ivar just below Hollywood Boulevard. Across the sidewalk were the pseudo-airliner doors of the Skyway Club. The rain had slacked off.


There was a chrome-and-gray custom job parked in front of them. Clive frowned at it, but he didn't say anything. He took Laurel inside.


The foyer was small but opulent, with the airliner motif carried throughout. Queenie, one of the bouncers, was standing in front of the closed inner doors, talking to a tall, well-built man in a trench coat and a snap-brim felt.


"Can't help it," Queenie said. "Boss's orders. Not even the Resident could get in during rehearsal."


The man in the trench coat said something under his breath and turned around. He had a blond mustache above a sensual mouth. His skin was tanned, like Clive's. His eyes were very blue, very bright, and very angry.


Clive said, "I thought that was your car outside. When did you start haunting the Skyway Club, Farrar?"


Farrar ignored him. He said to Laurel, "That's a fine way to treat people! Honey, tell this big ape who I am."


Clive knew she already had. He got in when he wanted to.


"I'm sorry, Mr. Farrar. It's a house rule. We can't take anybody in to rehearsal." Laurel smiled.


"Well, if you put it that wayâ��" Farrar smiled back, making it personalâ��"I suppose I can't get sore." He examined Clive. "I'm disappointed. I thought you'd be wearing your crown of laurels."


"I was afraid it would sprout in the rain."


"Just as cute as ever," said Farrar. "All right, Laurel. I'll be around again."


He went out. Queenie said, "The ork's waitin', Miss Dane."


"Be right there."


Queenie went inside, letting through the sound of a man's voice crooning "As Time Goes By." Clive jerked his head at the way Farrar had gone.


"Is that your surprise man?"


"Farrar? Heavens, no!"


"What's he doing here?"


"Oh, he came in for dinner one night around three weeks


agoâ��just after you left for Frisco. He fell for me, I guess. He's been making a pest of himself ever since." Clive said, "That guy is not used to being called a pest by the female sex."


"So I gathered. Well, I just don't like his type."


"You better keep on not liking it. Kenneth Farrar is supposed to be just another honest private dick, but between the two of us he's one of the smartest blackmailers on the Coast"


A brief look of fear crossed Laurel's face. Then she shrugged. "I can handle him all right." She came close to him. "Promise me, Ed? You will come early tonight. There's so much I have to tell you, and not all of it about me."


"What does that mean?"


"I'll explain tonight. Just promise me, darling. Please."


"Sure." He laughed and kissed her. She put her arms around him tightly, the way she had in the station. He felt her shiver.


"I'm scared, Ed," she whispered, "I'm scared."


"I can send someone over to keep an eye on you."


"Oh, no. It isn't like that. Maybe it isn't anything at all, except that I've got a guilty conscience. Anyway, I'd be all right here." She pushed away from him, smiling. "I've got to run, or Jimmy will scalp me. Try and get some sleep, Ed. You look worn out."


"Getting old," he said cheerfully. "So long, kid." He started to go, and then suddenly Laurel said:


"Ed..."


"Yes?"


She was looking around at the place as though she had never seen it before, or as though she wanted to be able to remember it if she never saw it again.


"Ed, I've been awfully happy here, with you."


She was gone before he could say anything. The swinging doors let through the sound of the man's voice and bit it off again.


Clive walked slowly out of the Skyway Club.
   Chapter 2


There were five people in Edmond dive's office. Three men, one of whom, a big black-haired fellow, was slumped in a dark corner with his head in his hands; two women, and a silence that Clive's entrance did not break but only deepened.


The office was not too large. It was paneled in Philippine mahogany and contained an expensive leather couch, matching armchairs, filing cabinets, and a desk. Wide windows looked out on the intersection of Vine Street and Hollywood Boulevard a block away.


Jonathan Ladd Jones got up from behind the desk. He was a little man with a large head and a face like a healthy, sunburned frog. His eyes might have belonged to a spaniel, only for a certain wicked brightness.


Clive said, "Hello, Johnny." He included the whole room in his smile. He took off his hat and coat. Johnny said, "Hello, Ed." Aside from that, no one spoke. Four pairs of eyes followed the course of Clive's five feet and eight niches of well-tailored symmetry across to the desk and into the chair that was still warm from Johnny Jones's small bottom.


"Now," said Clive, "what can I do for you?"


The man in the corner took his head out of his hands and said uncertainly, "Eddie..."


Clive's face became perfectly blank. Cords tightened in his cheeks and around his mouth, standing out sharply. He started to get up.


One of the women rose. She said, "Mick didn't want to come. I made him. I'm Jane Hammond, Mr. Cliveâ��Mick's wife. Everything I have, everything I might have, depends on your help."


Clive sat down again. After that first glance he avoided seeing Mick Hammond.


"I'm sorry," he said. "I imagine you understand..."


"Listen to me, Mr. Clive!" Her gloved hands crushed the big suede bag she held. She wore blue, expensively plain, and she had perfect legs. Clive was beginning to notice that she was beautiful, in a clear, golden, highbred way. She was also tired, inexpressibly so, in a way that had nothing to do with her body.


"I've waited a very long time to see you," she said. "I can't tell you how important it is."


Clive lighted a cigarette. He was politely impersonal now, but his hands jerked. "I never handle divorce cases."


The young man sitting nearest the desk laughed loudly. "Divorce! That's good, that is! Divorce!" He resembled Jane Hammond. He was probably younger, but he was already getting saggy and bleared, and there was no iron in his face. He began to grow red with the force of his amusement. The girl over on the couch said, "Richard. Shut up." She said it with an old, accustomed venom. She was curled up like a child on the seat, so that nothing much of her showed except that she wore a crimson coat and had light brown hair. Her head hung forward so that her face was hidden.


She said, "We've argued about coming here until I'm sick of it. Now we are here, let's get it over with. For good."


Jane Hammond said, "My sister, Vivien Alcott. And my brother, Richard."


Richard Alcott stopped laughing, breathing as though he had been exerting himself. Clive nodded briefly at both of them. Alcott acknowledged it. Vivien ignored him.


Jane Hammond came to the desk. "You don't understand, Mr. Clive. I'm trying to prevent a divorceâ��or something... something more permanent. I know how things are between you and Mick. But all that was years ago. It's different now. And from what Mick has told me of you I believe you're a big enough person to realize..."


"Forgive and forget," said Alcott. "Kiss the bastard and make up. Don't let her fool you, Clive. Jane's a persuasive talker. Any woman is, when she's in love." The way he said "love" had a peculiarly nasty implication.


"I am in love with Mick," Jane said quietly. "And he has changed."


"Oh, yes," said Alcott. "He's changed, all right. I can tell you how much he's changed. He's got himself a fancy bitch..."


"Richard!" Hammond rose abruptly. He steadied himself with a heavy blackthorn stick. Clive realized for the first time that he was lame. He had not until then remembered the year-old newspaper stories of an automobile accident in which Hammond had been badly injured.


Clive kept his attention centered carefully on his blotter.


"I don't like this, Eddie," said Hammond. "I didn't want it this way. Eddie..." He stopped, and then went on hoarsely, "If you'd just let me talk to you... God, I don't blame you! But if you'd only give me a chance... It isn't me that's important now. It's Jane."


"Jane, Jane, Jane." Vivien Alcott drawled the name mockingly. "Be honest, Mick. You're scared. You're so scared you'd crawl to anybody for help." She laughed. "Jane! Yesâ��you love Jane so much, and that's why you have to spend your nights..."


This time it was Jane who said, "Vivien, stop it." She turned to Clive. She was pale but stonily composed. "I knew it would be like this. I didn't want them to come."


"No," said Alcott. "You didn't, did you? Clive, she thinks one of us is sending her those letters. That's how she treats her family, since she married that bastard. She wanted to come down here alone with him and talk us into trouble."


"I would say," Clive told him, "that you were doing a better job of that than anyone else could." He reached for a card and began to write. "Does that mean you're going to take the case? You're going to help that dirty rat after all he's done?" Alcott got up. His face was suffused. Clive saw that he was slightly drunk. "All right," said Alcott. "Go ahead. Pull him out of this mess. Mick gets away with everything. But someday it'll catch up with him. Someday they'll find that bastard stuffed down a drain, where he belongs. And I'll tell you this much, to make the job easier for you. Everybody Mick Hammond has ever known has a reason to hate his guts. Even you!"


He went out, slamming the door hard after him. Vivien laughed.


Clive stood up and held out the card to Jane Hammond. "This man is a good operative and completely reliable. I can recommend him for whatever you may have in mind."


She made no move to take it. "You can't refuse even to listen."


"I'm sorry."


"I forced Mick to come here with me because I knew that if you could see and talk to him you'd understand."


"This man will do as much for you as I could."


"I don't believe that"


Clive said impatiently, "Mrs. Hammond! I'm not the only private investigator in the country."


"You're the only one I know, and trust."


Clive frowned. He studied her with sudden intentness, and then said again, sincerely, "I'm sorry."


She sighed and bent her head. Clive put the card in her hand and turned away. He stood looking out at the rain, smoking nervously.


"Eddie," said Mick Hammond, "there's something I ought to tell you."


Clive said, "Johnny, will you show these people out, please."


Jonathan Ladd Jones went to the door. He had been perched in a corner listening. His expression now was peculiarâ��partly malicious excitement, partly apprehension.


Hammond said again, "Eddie..."


"Yes, Mick," said Vivien Alcott. "Go ahead. Tell him. He's in the mood for dirty stories. He'll enjoy it."


Hammond made a sound in his throat. His wife caught his arm.


"Come on, Mick," she said gently. "Mr. Clive seems to be quite sure he knows everything as it is."


Johnny bowed them out. Clive thought they were gone, and then Vivien Alcott's voice said: "Mr. Clive."


She was standing in the doorway. The dreary light touched her broad cheekbones and the sulky line of her lips. It caught in her eyes, so that Clive couldn't see what color they were, only that they were not large and had a fault tilt to them like the eyes of a cat. They were disconcertingly intent.


"I knew you'd turn them down," she said. "The bitch. The sweet bitch! My brother was right. She tried to sneak away, because she's afraid one of us is sending the letters. I'm glad you turned her down!"


She studied him for a moment and then laughed. "You should have listened to what Mick had to say. I hope you kill him when you find out!"


She went away. Johnny shut the door.


"Oi!" he said. "Such a family! For Chrissake, Ed, what was all that, anyhow? I never knew you knew any Michael Hammond."


Clive poured himself a stiff shot from the office bottle, rattling it against the glass.


"Long time ago, Johnny."


"Uh-huh. Okay. Wellâ��uhâ��going home now?"


"Yeah. I haven't slept in three weeks, and I'm beginning to get punchy." He pulled his coat on.


"That was a swell job, Ed."


"Thanks. Oh, Johnny, about Laurel. I know about Farrar, but is there anything else?"


Johnny looked uncomfortable but stimulated. "Well..."


"I know there's a man. Take it from there."


"That was it, that just went out Mick Hammond, He's been home with her four times."


Clive stared at him. A sullen flush crawled up over his cheekbones.


"I'm beginning to get it. Two strings to his bow, huh? If the wife doesn't work, he's still got Laurel. Well I'll be..."


He went on from there. Johnny sat down behind the desk. "Wow!" he said, when Clive had quieted again. "Don't ever turn that loose on me, Ed. Uhâ��look, pal. It's none of my business, but if you put that guy on ice I'll be out of a job..."


Clive laughed. "I'll cling to that thought when I need something to steady me. I started to ask you if there was anything Laurel ought to be scared about."


"Not a thing, unless she's scared of Farrar."


"Sure of that?"


"Sure I'm sure. Listen, I'm the second greatest private dick in the country â��"


"So sorry." He opened the door. "So long, genius!" The office was on the second floor. As Clive reached the lower hall, which was dark even in sunny weather and showed nothing but closed doors, somebody stepped out of the shadows.


"Wait!" It was Richard Alcott. He gripped Clive's sleeve, breathing whisky fumes in his face.


"Listen," he said. "I'll pay you not to take that case." Clive jerked his arm free. He started away, and Alcott grabbed him again.


"Listen, Clive, I'm talking to you. I'll pay you plenty. They've got it coming to them. You don't want to help that bastard after what he did to your Marian."


Clive turned quickly and hit him in the stomach. Alcott doubled up on the tiles.


Clive said furiously, "Why couldn't that son of a bitch keep his mouth shut!"


He went on out of the building.


It had stopped raining when he reached his apartment hotel. A thin kid in a blue uniform came out for his bags.


"Gee, Mr. Clive," he said, "you sure showed up those cops all right! I'll bet there isn't anybody in the country any smarter than you."


Clive laughed. "Go easy, Chuck! You'll have me so I can't wear a hat any more." He gave the car a slap. "You can put the baby to bed for me."


Chuck was overjoyed. He loved cars, but drove so poorly that he seldom had the chance.


The clerk, the switchboard girl, and the elevator boy all had a greeting for Clive. He kidded them, secretly enjoying the fuss, and went on upstairs. Chuck put the bags in the bedroom. Clive flipped him a folded bill.


"Gee, thanks! Gee, you're a swell guy!" Chuck's eyes shone. Young eyes, clean like a new sheet. Clive laughed, without humor.


"Don't trust it, kid," he said. "Don't trust anything, and you won't get hurt." He wondered if his own eyes had ever looked like that.


It was pouring rain again and Clive was in the shower when the phone rang. He cursed and went dripping across the carpet, wiping his hands on a towel. His body was lean and tanned, put together with tough, wiry neatness. There was dark hair on his chest and forearms.


"Edmond Clive speaking."


It took him a minute to realize what the person on the other end was doing. He, or she, was whispering. Slowly, distinctly, but without a trace of honest voice.


"You're over draft age, Clive, but you're still young. You wouldn't want to die so young."


Clive's eyelids narrowed. "What is this?"


"Just a suggestion. Nosy guys get hurt, is all."


"Yeah?"


"Yeah." There was a terrible, callous indifference about the whispering. "I'm talking about Laurel Dane, She's on a spot, pal, and nobody can get her off it. I don't want to have to bother with you. That's why I'm telling you. But if you're stubborn... it's a free country, pal, and you can die any time you want." The receiver clicked.


Clive put the phone down carefully, and then raised his hand and inspected it. It was shaking. In spite of the sizzling radiator, the room had grown very cold.
   Chapter 3


Edmond Clive walked to the Skyway Club. The storm had cleared momentarily, and he wanted the exercise. The cold wind felt good.


Hollywood Boulevard looked like a strip of polished jet in the glow of dimmed-out store fronts and street lamps half covered with conical black caps. There was a surprising amount of traffic. Ivar, however, was deserted. Halfway along it the blacked-out neons of the Skyway Club gave an eerie feeling of desolation, as though Clive were the last man walking on a dead world.


The hat-check girl squealed at him as soon as he came in the door. "Well, Mr. Clive! When did you get back in town?"


She had a Pekingese face with too much make-up on it, bleached hair, and long blood-red nails.


"Hiya, Sugar." Clive surrendered his hat and coat. "Been behaving?"


"You know how it is."


"I can guess."


He was wearing a dinner jacket, and the severe black and white did things to him. Sugar liked what it did. She handed him his check, leaning farther over the counter than there was any real need for.


"I read all about it in the papers," she said. "My, you're wonderful. Just like a detective in the movies."


"Oh, sure," said Clive. "Only handsomer." Sugar was breathing hard through her mouth. She wasn't thinking about the San Francisco case, much. Her satin uniform was tight all the way down.


He reached over quickly and slapped it where it was tightest. "Sorry, Sugar. Don't you ever get tired trying?"


She jerked away from him. "You son of a bitch!"


Clive grinned. "You should see my pedigree. Five champions." He left her fuming and went into the main rooms.


There was a shallow chrome-railed balcony, and then the floor. Chandeliers in the shape of miniature planes shed an intimate glow. The orchestra was soft and good, and quite a few couples were dancing. Laurel Dane was not on yet.


Samuels, the maitre, had once run a speakeasy in Saint Paul. He still looked like a speakeasy owner in spite of his impeccable tailoring.


Clive said cheerfully, "Hi, Sammy."


"Hi." Sammy was not cheerful. "Now look, Mr. Clive. None of this is my business, except one thing. I don't want trouble in my place."


"Why, Sammy. Have you ever known me to make trouble?"


"That I have, pal! And more than any four other guys I ever knew. You're a good customer, and I like you. But you get rough, I'll have to send the boys around."


"You do that, Sammy, and no hard feelings."


Samuels went away, rubbing his hard blue jowls. Clive got out a cigarette and stood smoking. He looked over the crowd but found nothing to interest him except one gorgeous redhead. Presently he started down the steps.


Off to the right on the balcony, the door marked Gentlemen opened and Kenneth Farrar came out. Clive went back up the steps.


Farrar was extremely blond, bronzed, and attractive in his dinner clothes. He nodded to Clive, smiling with his mouth only.


Clive moved slightly, so that the post of the chrome railing was out of his way. In the distance he saw Samuels passing the high-sign to the bouncer brigade.


"Farrar," he said pleasantly, "stay away from Laurel."


Farrar examined him without haste. "I've always wondered what God looked like."


"Now you know. And by the way, chum, how's the blackmail business?"


Farrar's neck reddened above his white collar. "Are you looking for trouble, Clive?"


"Are you?"


"You've got nothing to back up that statement. Nobody has. Nobody ever will have. And your own record isn't so goddam pure."


"No. So you ought to know I don't need anything on you. You get in my way, sonny, and I'll frame you right into San Quentin."


Farrar smiled. He had magnificent teeth. "Your way, Cliveâ��or your bed?"


Clive hit him.


The bouncers might have come up out of the carpet. There were four of them, and they were big tough boys who knew their business. Neither Clive nor Farrar struggled much.


"I'll remember that," Farrar said.


Clive nodded. "Sure. We'll both remember it."


Farrar shook himself free. He went down the steps and out between the tables, toward the swinging doors marked The Cockpit, where the bar was.


Samuels came up. He said, "If you're not gonna behave..."


Clive looked at the four big men. He laughed. "You keep those nursemaids around and baby won't even play with his rattle."


"All right," said Samuels. "But I'm watching you."


The orchestra struck a chord. People left the dance floor, and the lights began to dun. Clive glanced across at his table, a small one by the performers' entrance, close to the stage. It was empty. There was a "reserved" sign on it.


"Be seeing you, Sammy," he said.


As he went away one of the bouncers announced in a hoarse whisper, "He's clean, boss."


Clive grinned.


He sat down at the table. The band leader, a personality boy with very curly hair and a white coat, was announcing Laurel. The lights deepened to indigo. A spot lanced downward, centering on the curtained doorway.


Laurel Dane came in. She wore soft gray that clung and floated, and was shot with folds of flame color. Her flesh looked silver, her lips a warm scarlet. She walked across toward the stage, gracefully acknowledging the applause.


She found Clive and smiled at him. He could see a shimmer of tears in her eyes. He raised his hand.


Laurel sang "Blues in the Night." The throbbing wail suited her and her voice. People liked her. She came down off the stage flushed with pleasure and looking as though she didn't have a care in the world. Clive got up and took her hand.


"I think we'd better go back to your dressing room, Laurel."


"You sound queer, Ed. What's wrong?"


"I'm going to have to spoil your surprise. Hammond was in my office today."


"Oh. I didn't know he was going to see you. He said he was afraid because of the threats... Well?"


"Well, what?"


"Oh," said Laurel softly. "You refused him. Oh, Ed, how could you look at him and be so mean?"


"He's got right around you, hasn't he? There's a lot you need to know about that guy."


"But I know it all, Ed! He's told me everything. And he needs help so badly."


"He's apt to get it some day, for good." Clive beckoned to a waiter. "Tell the man who comes to this tableâ��if he comesâ�� that Miss Dane is waiting in her dressing room."


"Ed," said Laurel, "you're not going to start trouble, are you?"


"Should I?"


"I know you when your mouth gets like that. Ed, listen to me..."


She stopped. Clive was staring over her head, at a tall man coming toward them, leaning on a heavy, blackthorn stick.


Laurel took hold of Clive's wrists. "Let me talk to you before you say anything." She shook him. "Ed, listen to me!"


Veins began to stand out on Clive's forehead. Hammond stopped some distance away.


Clive said mildly, "I'm not sore at you, Laurel. Let me go."


"I can't until I've made you understand!"


"I'm not going to touch him. Let me go!"


She took her hands away and clasped them between her breasts. "Everybody's looking at us. Ed, won't you come back to my room and let me tell you..."


Clive drew a long breath. "Laurel," he said, "I'm not blaming you. Mick is a genius at things like this. I don't know what he's told you..."


"He's in trouble. Terrible trouble."


"So he wants my help and he's using you to get it."


"That's not true. If you'd only listen..."


Clive wasn't paying any attention to her. Hammond let his head and shoulders crumple forwardâ��a strangely old gesture for a man no older than Clive. He turned away.


Laurel said shrilly, "You wait, Mick." She put her hands up on Clive's chest. "Listen to me, Ed. I know all about you and Mick. But all that's different now."


"My God," said Clive, "He teaches all his women the same song."


Samuels and his four big men were drifting up between the tables. There were dancers on the floor, but they weren't dancing. The music sounded loud and empty.


Laurel said, "You watch what you're saying, Ed."


Clive lost what was left of his temper. "Quit pawing me! Listen, you fool. I've known that bastard since we were in kindergarten. He'll lie to or with any woman in the state to get what he wants. And he can always get what he wants."


Laurel's palm cracked like a shot against his cheek.


"You son of a bitch, you can't talk to me like that! You know so damned much! You know everything. You couldn't possibly be wrong..."


He backhanded her across the shoulder, hard enough to knock her against the table and out of his way. He walked onto the dance floor. Samuels and the bouncers closed in.


Samuels said, "Now, Laurel..."


"You shut up!" She was standing straight again, holding her hand over her shoulder. Hammond stayed where he was, looking dazed. Laurel yelled, "Ed! Ed Clive!"


Clive went on. Nobody tried to stop him.


Laurel scooped up the sugar bowl from the table and threw it.


It hit Clive between the shoulders and then bounced to the floor and split open. Sugar cubes rolled like dice. Clive turned around.


Two pairs of large hairy hands reached out for him. He swung at the nearest face and was stopped halfway. He was held expertly, so that he couldn't even kick. Laurel came up to him.


"God damn you," she whispered. "I said you stay and listen!"


Clive stared at her. He was sweating, breathing harshly as though he had run a long way.


"You make me sick," said Laurel. Her voice had no inflection, and no shrillness. "Who do you think you areâ��God? You can't accuse me of something and then not even listen. You can't walk out on people like a nasty-tempered brat." She began to cry, without changing expression. "I've been waiting for three weeks. I've been praying for you to come home. People need you, Ed Clive. You can't walk out on people when they need you."


Clive's face twitched. Suddenly he began to laugh. It was clear, healthy laughter. Samuels and the strong men looked stunned.


"Of course not, baby." There was not even any bitterness in Clive's voice. "That's what I'm here for, just to be around when people need me." He waited courteously for the men to free him.


He put his arm around Laurel and started toward the curtained doorway. Over his shoulder, as though nothing had happened, he said, "Come along, Mick. The lady's buying the drinks."


Michael Hammond ran a hand across his eyes and followed. Clive noticed that for all his limp he managed to be damnably graceful.


No one spoke on the way to Laurel's dressing room. She lay heavily against Clive's shoulder, mastering her sobs. She looked up at him when he opened the door. His face was relaxed and pleasant.


"Sometimes I'm afraid of you," she said.


He smiled. He motioned Hammond inside and closed the door. Laurel sat down by the dressing table.


Clive said, "May we have a drink, Laurel?"


She nodded. Clive crossed the room. It was small, with a worn carpet on the floor. There was a couch with a chintz cover, a slipper chair, and an open closet with a lot of Laurel's clothes in it. One window with a heavy wire screen gave onto the alley behind the Skyway Club. It was open, because the heat from the kitchen made the place stuffy.


There was a bottle of bourbon on the table. Clive got three glasses from the bathroom cupboard and filled them.


"I wish you'd get some Scotch, Laurel," he said. "I don't like bourbon."


Hammond had sunk down on the couch, holding his head in his hands. Clive saw that his thick black hair was beginning to streak at the temples. He passed the drinks and sat down in the slipper chair.


"And now," he said, "let us talk."


The whisky had brought some life back into Laurel. "Ed, I don't trust you when you're polite."


He smiled faintly. "After all this row, isn't anybody going to say anything?"


Hammond straightened up. For the first time Clive looked him in the face. He had always been handsome. Now he was beautiful, with the fine-drawn, unearthly beauty that suffering brings to some people. His eyes were tired beyond anything Clive had ever seen, except the tiredness in the eyes of Hammond's wife.


"Don't be angry with Laurel about me, Eddie," said Hammond. "There's nothing between us. She just kept me from going crazy, that's all." He paused helplessly. "I don't know how to begin. I suppose I had no right to come to you, but a man in a bad enough spot will try anything. Like the helldiver we saved from drowning during that storm. Remember? It didn't even peck us."


"I remember."


Hammond looked down at the floor, at nothing. "I've been through hell, Eddie. Nothing's the same any more. Somehow I've got to make you believe that."


"You always were a good talker, Mick." Clive lighted a cigarette with quick, nervous hands. "Go on."


Hammond said again, "I don't know how to begin."


Laurel got up, smiling wickedly at Clive. "Suppose you start with us, Mick. That ought to put him in a good mood." She went across into the bathroom, her silver slippers sparkling on the dingy rug. She turned on the cold water, bent over the washbowl, and began splashing her face.


Hammond took his blackthorn stick and held it across his knees, trying to hide the fact that his hands were shaking. There was a long ragged gash in the wood. It had been covered with stain and polish, but the light showed it up like a scar on a man's face. Very slowly, as though he were not thinking about it, Hammond turned the stick so that the gash was hidden.


"I was afraid to come to your office, Eddie," he said. "I'm being watched. I've been warned not to try to get help."


"Can't you be watched here as well as anywhere?"


"I have been. If you were to look out the front entrance now you'd probably see Richard sitting in his car, waiting for me to come out with Laurel. But that doesn't matter. It's expected of me. I've spent a long time building up a reputation."


"Yeah. How did it happen you were in my office today, then?"


"Jane did that. You see we're about at the end of our rope... I guess we both decided that anything was better than just waiting. Jane tried to keep it from Richard and Vivien, but in our family you can't do that. We argued and fought until none of it mattered much anyway, and Jane convinced me we'd have a better chance if I were there so you could talk to me... I'm sorry about what happened."


"In other words, you and your wife went about getting help separately, each of you trying to keep it dark."


"Yes. Well, I called your apartment, Eddie. They told me you were out of town. They weren't going to tell me anything more except your office address, but..."


"But you convinced the switchboard girl it was a matter of life or death, and she told you where I hang out nights." Clive often had calls relayed to the Skyway Club. "Isn't there anything you can't do with women?"


Hammond let that go. "I couldn't hang around your apartment any more than I could your office. So I came here. I was going to come every night until you got back. I hadn't had much sleep, and I got the shakes. I don't like doing it in public. I crawled out into the back hallway here and Laurel found me. She pulled me round and I went to sleep on her couch."


Hammond's head dropped forward so that Clive could see only the top of it. He had forgotten that view of Mick. A kid with black hair, baiting fishhooks or bending over to watch a red crab scuttle around a wet rock.


Hammond said, "Perhaps you know how Laurel is. You tell her things you wouldn't tell anyone else. She let me come home with her because there's no rest where I live. She slept on the couch in the living room, with the bedroom door closed." Something like anger hardened his face briefly. "She kept me from going crazy. She promised to help me, with you. And that's all there is to it."


Laurel came out of the bathroom. She went down on her knees in front of Ed Clive, her head tilted back, smiling. Her lips were red even without rouge. He could see the tight pale skin between her breasts and the motion of her breathing.


She said, "Aren't you ashamed?"


"I know you too well, darling, to be ashamed." He bent over and kissed her. Her flesh was cold from the water. He shivered suddenly, drawing back. "Better go put your face on, baby."


She pouted at him and went and did things with lipstick and a comb. Somebody knocked on the door. She called, "I'm coming," patted her dress down, and started out. Then she paused with her hand on the knob, looking at Clive.


He grinned. "Run along, hussy, and make with the music. What's Sammy paying you for?"


She shook back her cloudy black hair. "It's all right," she said. "Everything's all right." She went out.


Clive rose, pacing the room restlessly. "Go ahead, Mick. What's your jam?"


"Then you will...?"


"I haven't said that. Go ahead and talk."


"All right... God knows I don't have to tell you what a heel I was. Growing up on those sand dunes, wearing ragged overalls, never having enough to eat... I wanted success, and women were the easiest way. I don't think I ever thought about the ethics of it. They wanted something, and I wanted something, and nobody got hurt."


Clive said, with cold anger, "Except Marian."


Hammond nodded slowly. "Except Marian. Anyway, I got where I wanted to go. I talked a rich widow into getting me a job in a department store she half owned. I did work there, Eddie. I had to, because I knew she wouldn't keep me after she got wise to me. I even got promoted. The other partner was satisfied, so I stayed. I was all set. All I needed was a rich wife, with a spot in the social register. I found her. Her name was Jane Alcott, she came from Boston, and she didn't know much about me. I married her a little less than three years ago."


He got out a gold case, braced his wrists on his knees, and managed to get a cigarette between his lips. His hands were shaking badly. He dropped the case. Clive put it back in his pocket and held a lighter for him.


"Got it kind of bad, haven't you?"


"Kind of." Hammond closed his eyes, dragging the smoke down. "I didn't change after I married Jane. I went on parties, and I gambled, and if there was a pretty girl around I knew it. I never gave her grounds for divorce, but a woman doesn't like that sort of thing! We quarreled incessantly, and yet she stuck with me, Eddieâ��even with her brother and sister nagging all the tune to get rid of me. You know why? Pride, of course, partly. But she really loved me. That's funny, isn't it?"


He clenched his hands together between his knees, trying to stop their trembling.


"Then about a year ago I fought with Jane at a party. Richard, my brother-in-law, was engaged to a girl named Anne Lofting, and they were there, too. Richard left Anne to talk business with some big money and she was sore about it. We were both a little tight, andâ��well, we went off in the car together.


"We consoled each other for a while, down on the Coast highway. Then she got mad at me and made me drive her to where she could get a cab. I started home. I picked a winding road to speed on, went off the shoulder and down a steep bank and wound up in a gully. Nobody saw it happen. I was pinned under the car. It was dark there in the canyon, and still. There was a thin fog and it was cold and the car weighed more than Mount Whitney. Pain, Eddieâ��I couldn't even faint. I just had to lie there, and think."


There was a long silence. It was raining hard outside in the alley. Someone slammed the kitchen door. The sound of Laurel's voice came very faintly from the hall.


Hammond went on slowly. "I realized that I'd never thought before in my life. I did some more thinking in the hospital. I'd have died without Jane. She stood by me even when she knew I was crocked for good. What is it, Eddie, that makes a woman love a man like me?"


Clive didn't answer. He stood by the window, listening to the rush and slam of the rain. It was very dark beyond the screen.


"I know what the Bible says about leopards and Ethiopians, but it isn't always true. I started to try and make it up to Janeâ��only it was too late. Someone has checked up on my past, Eddie. Everything I ever did. About six months ago Jane began getting letters telling her about me. They come at irregular intervals, and of course they're not signed. But they're accurate.


"It isn't blackmail. Money is never mentioned. But the letters hold it over us that some day they'll be sent to other people. My boss, our friends, the newspapers. Jane knows I've changed, and she wants to help. But that constant threat...


"I can't stand losing her, Eddie. That's why I wanted your help. Whoever writes the letters warns us not to try and find out who it is. But you've got to find out, Eddie! Unless you think I haven't any right to Jane, and I ought to kill myself."


Clive turned. Hammond was crying, not making any fuss about it, and shivering like a dog that's cold, or frightened.


Clive said quietly, "All right, Mick. I'll do what I can."


He moved, one step. He didn't have any warning. The beat of the rain on the alley paving covered any footsteps. Even the gun was silenced. All he knew was that something came out of nowhere behind him and slammed him forward on his face.


He tasted dust on the carpet. He tried to get up and was a little surprised that he could. Mick Hammond was standing erect, like a marble image. The slug had ripped the couch beside him.


Clive snarled, "Get down!" and went for the light switch. There were no more shots. In the darkness he found the table and jerked the drawer open and got the little gun that Laurel kept there. There was blood pouring down his left side and arm. He cursed and went out into the hall.


There was nobody there. From the front of the club came a crescendo of music and a burst of applause. Things rattled comfortably in the kitchen. Someone was whistling "Blues in the Night" and missing the tune badly. The door to the alley was closed.


There was a light switch. Clive turned it and then opened the door, standing flat in the corner beside it. A snarling, fretful gust of wind blew rain against his face. There was a smell of wet bricks and the gurgle of water down a storm drain. The alley was deserted.


Clive shut the door and turned the light on again. He leaned his right elbow against the wall, letting the hand with the gun in it droop. He was white around the lips. There was a lot of blood running down his arm. He watched it drip off his fingers and thought Sammy would be sore as hell about the carpet. Someone screamed.


Laurel Dane had come down the hall. She looked at the gun and the blood and said, "Ed," very quietly, and folded up like a marionette when the strings are dropped. Mick Hammond came out of the dressing room.


"How do you like that?" said Clive. His cheek muscles twitched. "I get shot, and she does the fainting!"
   Chapter 4


Samuels came down the hall in Laurel's wake. He looked at her, and then at Hammond, and then at Clive.


"Will you get to hell off my rug," he said.


He picked Laurel up, shoved past Hammond, and put her down on the couch. Clive went in after him. He was reasonably steady. Samuels closed the door and glared.


"Did you kill anybody?"


Clive grinned. "He didn't wait long enough." He dropped the little gun back in the table drawer. "Some guy just took a shot at me through the window."


Samuels closed it and pulled the shade. "Get in the bathroom, will you, and bleed in the washbowl."


Clive went in. Hammond was there, wringing out a cold towel for Laurel.


"Worrying about his carpets, the son of a bitch," Clive muttered. "What about my clothes?" He held his hand over the bowl. Hammond limped out with the towel. He still hadn't said anything. Samuels came in and pulled off Clive's coat and shirt. Clive cursed him.


Samuels' hard, practiced eye appraised the damage. "Slug went right through between your arm and your side. Forty-five, I'd say. Just a couple of grooves. Another two inches and you'd have slept in the morgue tonight." He looked in the washbowl. "For a guy your build you got a lot of blood. Just stay put, buddy, till I get back."


"You and your lousy carpets!"


Clive inspected the wounds. They were ragged, but not deep. The blood was already beginning to clot. He looked like something out of a slaughter house.


Laurel began to make noises as though she were coming round. Clive pulled the bathroom door to. He called out, "How you doing, baby?"


"Ed! Ed, darling, are you all right?"


"Just a scratch, hon. Stay in there till I get cleaned up, will you? You shouldn't see me with my shirtie off."


She laughed. "Take him a drink, Mick, and then get me one."


Presently Hammond held a glass in through the door. His face was bone-white and his eyes were like glass in the light. He was out on his feet from sheer exhaustion.


"I'm glad you're all right, Eddie. Did you mean..."


"Sure, Mick. We'll talk some more in the morning."


Hammond smiled, the smile of a tired small boy whose father has just promised him that everything will be all right. He went away. Clive shook his head irritably and drank his bourbon.


Samuels came back and did things with towels and disinfectant and gauze.


Clive said admiringly, "You act like you've done this before."


Samuels scowled at him. "I have. And I can throw lead as well as I can clean up after it. Christ, the way you guys use my premises!"


Clive laughed, getting gingerly into his ruined shirt. "Relax, chum. I have no intention of using your premises to get killed on." He eased into his coat and began fooling halfheartedly with his tie. "By the way, was Farrar heeled tonight?"


"No. You guys want to play rough, you go somewhere else, see?" He started out. "Better go home and get some sleep," he said to Laurel. "My God, the boy friends you pick! You oughta be singing in a shooting gallery." He glared at the ripped couch. "Any more like this, and you will be!" He slammed the door behind him.


Laurel got up and pulled a fur-trimmed coat out of the closet. All the vitality was gone from her. Her lips were like a smear of blood on white porcelain.


She said, "Let's go home."


Clive's face was expressionless. He watched Mick Hammond help her on with her coat.


"Want to play angel, Mick, and drive me home?"


Hammond said, "Of course."


Clive turned the knob. Laurel said, "Wait, darling. Your tie." She fixed it for him. "There. You look fine, Ed."


She didn't look fine. The way she looked frightened him. Hammond lumped out, still graceful. Laurel turned off the light.


"Darn it," she said suddenly. "Forgot my compact." She went back inside, swinging the door to behind her. Clive heard the table drawer pulled out softly and pushed in again. She came out, smiled, and walked on down the hall. The weight in her coat pocket was not a compact.


On the way out Clive stopped to phone. Jonathan Ladd Jones was not at home, nor in any of the dens of iniquity he frequented. Clive cursed him fluently.


He and Hammond retrieved their coats from the checking booth. Sugar saw the blood on Clive's cuff, and her eyes got round and shiny. Clive grinned at her.


"She bit me," he said. "You know how women are with me." He put his arm around Laurel. Sugar hated him.


It was still pouring outside. Hammond said, "My car is right over there."


"See your brother-in-law?"


"No."


They made a dash for the carâ��a long, swanky black-and-chrome job. Hammond slid under the wheel. Clive got in the back seat with Laurel. She was silent and depressed, and everyone seemed to have caught her mood.


Laurel's apartment house was a block or two north of the Boulevard, not far from Clive's. There was no hotel service, so there was no one in the lobby to see them go in. The elevator was automatic. They rode up in it, without speaking, to the third floor. Laurel opened her door, turned around, and gave them a sunny smile.


"Well, good night, children."


Clive said pleasantly, "Good night, Laurel." He put his arms around her. She relaxed. Her eyes closed, and her lips were hungry. He lifted her off her feet and went with her through the door.


Laurel said, "Damn you!" and kicked him on the shins. He cursed and put her down and she went for the gun in her pocket. "I'll make you get out! I won't let you stay here!"


Clive's hand got there first. She whimpered and clamped down on his wrist. Her nails hurt. He put the heel of his right hand under her chin and shoved. Laurel fell backward onto an overstuffed couch. Clive winced and grabbed his shoulder.


"Don't play so rough," he said. "You want me to start bleeding again?" He dropped the gun in his own pocket.


"I want you to get out of here, Ed. Will you go, for God's sake!"


"Shut up, darling." Mick Hammond was still standing in the doorway. Clive pulled him in and shut the door and made sure the bolt was turned all the way.


He took off Hammond's hat and topcoat, his dinner jacket, and tie. He opened his shut and laid the blackthorn stick on a table. Then he pointed to the bedroom.


"Go on in there and get some sleep before you fall down."


Hammond went straight across the room. Without the stick his limp was not graceful. Clive watched him. For a moment his expression was almost tender.


Hammond closed the door behind him.


Laurel had found a cigarette, and her gray eyes were steady again. Her hair was lovely even when it was tumbled.


She said quietly, "I suppose I can't make you go away."


"That's a fine thing! After all this time I consent to spend the night with you, and you try to throw me out. Don't you love me any more?"


"Love you? You son of a bitch, I hate you!"


Clive nodded. "That's why," he said mildly, "you're willing to face death alone rather than risk my life."


She looked up at him, as though there were no place else in the universe to look. There was a light in her that blinded him.


He sat down and pulled her over into his arms and kissed herâ��the hollow between her breasts, the curve of her throat, and then her lips. Their arms around each other were tight and rough.


After a while Clive raised his head, and she caught a sobbing breath.


"Oh, Ed, why did it have to be like this?"


"Because you're you and I'm me. Because I should have stayed away from you, and didn't have guts enough to do it."


He rose, moving away from her. "I've known you for two years. I lost my immortal soul to you, and I couldn't help that. But up to a point I could help what I did about it. How many men have you been in love with during those two years?"


"I know of at least one woman you..."


"Sure! I've been drunk a couple of times, too. The hell with it!"


There was silence.


Presently Laurel said dully, "I'm no good, Ed. I never have been."


"That's not true." He was startlingly quiet. "You can no more help falling in love than a pelican can help diving for fish. Every new man to you is like a new toy to a kid. I just couldn't play it that way."


"I always came back to you."


"Yeah. Sure. You came back because you couldn't get me. You had me hooked but you couldn't get me, and that was something you had to find out about. Don't you suppose I knew that was the only way to hold you?"


"You're being cruel, Ed."


"My God, do you think I didn't want you, on any kind of terms? Do you think I didn't lie in bed nights..." He broke off, and then went on, "I've seen things happen to a lot of guys who were fool enough to try and own the wrong woman, Laurel. I'd have had to own you." There was nothing now in his face but a somber weariness. "I haven't any right to talk. I guess I haven't done you any good, either."


She whispered, "I wouldn't have wanted to live without knowing you." She went to him. "I'm leaving town in the morning, Ed."


"I was waiting for that."


"You're happy about Mick, though. I'm glad I met Mick, because now I know a lot of things about you that I've always wanted to knowâ��what kind of a little boy you were, and why you're so full of contradictions."


He smiled. "I didn't know you were one of those curious women."


"We're always curious about the people we love. Mick told me about Marian. Did you love her very much, Ed?"


"I was seventeen then."


"And she and Mick were your whole world. You even thought it was right that they should love each other. And then Mick threw her over, the way he did..."


"My God, he must have talked!"


"He had to. To get it off his conscience."


Clive turned away.


Laurel said softly, "But it wasn't all Mick, was it? Something else happened about Marian, something even Mick doesn't know about. Something that killed you inside."


Clive laughed suddenly. "Hey, we're not doing this right! Wait till I send out for a couple of beers and a guy to play 'Hearts and Flowers.'"


She made a face at him. "All right, so I'm being sloppy! Well, I'm a woman and I've got a right to be when I feel like it." She came to him, close but not touching him. "I wish I were the right woman, Ed. You don't give yourself to everybody, and when you do it's for keeps. I wish I were like that. But I'm not. I tried it once, and itâ��it didn't work."


She sighed and leaned back against the table, studying the bright toes of her slippers.


"I'm kind of a fool, I guess. Life's so full, and tomorrow's a long way off, and things just take care of themselves. And then all of a sudden they don't, and I get scared, like a silly kid. You were right, Ed. I wanted to get you. You're the only' man I ever met that I couldn't have if I wanted him. And I loved you. You made me furious, you made me unhappy, but I couldn't get you out of my mind. I'd have married you if you'd asked me.


"And then tonight I saw you standing there... I hadn't thought about your getting hurt. I was scared, and I wanted your shoulder to lean on, but I hadn't realized that I was putting you in danger."


She raised her head. "I don't want you any more, Ed. Not that way. I know why you wouldn't take me, and I'm glad you didn't. I'm glad I'm going away, so it'll be easier for us both to break off." Her dark lashes dropped, and her lips were sullen with tears. "You're so damned stubborn and you play for keeps, but you're straight. You're the straightest man I ever knew. That's why I want you to go away and let me fight this alone. It's my fight. I did it. And I don't want you hurt again, Ed. Can you understand that, you stiff-necked stone image? I don't want you hurt on account of me!"


"I understand." Clive put his hand under her chin and tilted her head back. He kissed her, a lingering, gentle caress. Then, suddenly, he laughed.


"Sorry, darling, but I've already made a blood offering on this altar. About two gallons of it, in fact."


He found Highland Cream in a cellarette and poured two drinks. He gave one to Laurel and then sat down on the big couch, crossing his legs comfortably.


"Now, then. Tell papa all about it."


Laurel shrugged. "There's really nothing to tell. Somebody searched my apartment a couple of days ago, that's all. They didn't take anything."


"Okay," Clive said. "We'll make a game out of it. Let's see... . Once upon a time you met a guy and married him. You were pretty young then, and didn't know much. You probably loved him like hell. And then, after a while, someone else came along. Or several someones. Maybe your husband was the kind who plays for keeps, too. Maybe he just didn't like being run out on. Anyway, he threatened to beat your brains out, and you thought he was tough enough to do it. So you bought a one-way ticket and used it, quick."


Laurel stared at him. "My God. But I don't keep a diary..."


Clive laughed. "I'm a very smart detective, precious. You should read my publicity." He finished his drink. "Look, honey. Girls without Pasts don't keep guns in their dressing rooms. They don't watch every man that goes by to see if maybe he's somebody they'd rather dodge. They don't get the flaming horrors in their eyes when they see a man that looks enough like somebody to be that somebody, almost."


He leaned forward. "Laurel Dane isn't your real name. Ten to one your hair is red instead of black. You couldn't have married me if I had asked you because you are married, and you can't get a divorce because your husband would find you. Am I right?"


Laurel shivered. She rose and walked away from him, her hands at her temples. "Don't say any more, Ed. I don't like even to talk about it." After a moment she said, "Yes, I was married. It was in New Orleans. His name was Dion Beauvais, he was a gambler, he was black and beautiful and wild, and I loved himâ��like hell. But he wanted to own me, too, Ed, and I... Ed, have you ever been afraid, really afraidâ��of dying?"


"Have you seen him? Has he threatened you?"


"No. I'm not even positive that he's here. Maybe it's just my guilty conscience."


"Got a picture of him, Laurel? Orâ��what is your name?"


"Sue," she said. "Sue Tanner."


"Let's keep it Laurel. It was Laurel I fell in love with."


"I wish I'd never known Sue Tanner..."


She unlocked a drawer in the desk and brought him a photograph, one of those things that people have taken at weddings. The man was just as she had said. Clive had never seen him before.


"What kind of a voice does he have, Laurel?"


"What a funny question!"


"I'm just curious."


"A lovely voice. All musicâ��and steel."


Clive drew her closer to him. The girl in the picture was strange, stranger than if he had not known her at all.


"I did have red hair, Ed."


He was suddenly overcome with dislike for the picture. He threw it down and put both hands in her hair, lifting her mouth to his. "Let's leave it black, Laurel. I like it that way... and this hasn't changed..."


Her lips moved under his. "I'm going away in the morning, Ed. Whether Di's here or not I'd have to go."


"It's your own life, Laurel. I can't tell you how to live it. But I'll do anything I can to help you."


"I'm going away. I've stayed too long in one place." She gave him a quick, tight hug and stood up. "I've got to get some sleep now or I'll look worse than Mick." She began kicking off her silver shoes.


Clive went into the bedroom to get a pillow and some blankets. He was careful about it, but he could have walked around shouting as far as Mick Hammond was concerned. Clive had never seen anything but a corpse as dead to the world as he was. He pulled the satin quilt up around Hammond's shoulders and anchored it with one of Hammond's hands. The rhythm of his breathing never changed. Clive went out with the blankets, trailing a faint scent of lavender behind him.


He helped Laurel fix the couch. She had her dress off, and the pale gray satin slip molded her like a glossy skin. She nestled down and closed her eyes.


"Ed, I'm not really such an awful tramp. Is it wrong to have fun and like to have people like me?"


"That depends, honey. Some guys take it seriously."


"I wish you'd go home, Ed."


"I wish you'd go to sleep."


She put out her hand. "Kiss me good night." He bent over. Her mouth was warm and sleepy. "I'm glad you're here," she said. "I'm so glad you're here."


Clive rumpled her hair. "Go to sleep, will you?"


She did, with the ease of a tired kitten. Clive stood for a while, looking down at her....


He turned away abruptly, taking the little gun out of his pocket, and went through the apartment. There was nothing and no one that didn't belong there. The wall outside the windows was without fire escapes, pipes, or foothold of any kind. He went out onto the concrete service porch.


Laurel shared it with another apartment, which was dark and apparently empty. From somewhere below in the lighted stair well came a whisper of music and the ghost of a woman's laughter. The back door had a glass panel in it. Clive scowled at that, made sure of the lock and the extra bolt, and returned to the living room, where he switched off the lights and raised the blinds.


It was still raining. A little weak glow filtered in from the street lamps. Clive went to the telephone, standing so that he could be in shadow and still watch the black opening of the kitchen door. The dial rattled like machine-gun fire but did not disturb Laurel.


Jonathan Ladd Jones had not come home.


Clive whispered, "God damn it!" He weighed the little gun in his hand and thought about the men he had seen shot with .25's who had not minded it enough to let it slow them down. He managed to see the dial on his wrist watch. It was only twelve-thirty-four. He didn't believe it, but his watch hadn't stopped.


He rubbed his face and tried not to yawn. He was beginning to feel the sleep he'd been missing for three weeks. He dialed another number.


"George? Clive speaking. Is Johnny there?" The wire brought him sounds of people being happy in a loudish way. A jukebox was screaming "Murder, He Says!" George came back presently and said, "He ain't here."


"Phone around for him, will you? It's important. Have him call this number, or call me back yourself if you can't find him."


George said, "Sure." They hung up. Clive waited fifteen minutes and grabbed the phone on the first ring. Jonathan Ladd Jones was still missing.


Clive said, "Well, thanks anyway. 'Bye." He yawned again and pressed his shoulder, which was hurting him. He had had nothing to eat since breakfast. He decided that there was nothing definite about anybody gunning for Laurel tonight, and if anyone was going to he could wait while Clive got food and some strong black coffee.


He picked up Mick's dinner jacket to hang over the uncurtained window and then paused in the kitchen doorway, listening. It was pitch dark, except for a dull glimmer from the stair well away at the back. There was no sound anywhere but Laurel's even breathing. He started forward.


Somebody put a key in the lock of the front door and turned it, and pushed it against the bolt. Clive swung around. The bolt rattled again. Clive smiled. He took one catlike step toward it.


Something came out of the shadows behind him and connected with his skull just back of the right ear. There was a tremendous explosion without any noise to it. He fell a long way, into a place that was black and cold and utterly quiet. He had a dream while he was down there. Someone was slapping his face, sharply but without passion. He tried to move away but he was held. He cursed thickly and opened his eyes, but the darkness was still there.


A voice spoke out of it. It was not really a voice, but a whisper. It said, "I just wanted you to know, pal. Laurel's off her spot, nowâ��f or good."


It laughed. A heavy object slammed against Clive's jaw. The silence closed in again, completely.


After a long, long time there was another sound. It was far off, but painfully insistent. Now, when Clive raised his eyelids he could see the pale square of the icebox looming above him, and the bigger, paler square of the open door.


It came to him what the sound was. The telephone. He ought to answer it. No particular reason. It was just a thing you did. He rolled over on his face and started to get up.


Somebody hit him in the head with a red-hot axe. They kept on hitting him. He couldn't see anything at all, then, but the swinging flash of the blade as it bit into his brain. He stayed on his knees, his lips drawn back from his teeth, his body covered with icy sweat.


Presently he crawled over and got his shoulder against the sleek enamel front of the refrigerator and pushed himself upward along it.


The telephone stopped ringing.


The sharp stillness shocked against him. Clive shivered. He moved forward, struck the corner of the breakfast table and knocked it over, and went on without noticing it. He caught the door jamb and clung to it, staring into the living room. It was full of shadows, heavy around the sick light from the windows.


He said, "Laurel." There was no answer. He let go of the jamb and crossed the room. His step was steadier. He found the switch.


The hard yellow glare showed Laurel. She lay on the floor, her cheek cradled on her forearm, her chin tucked under the curve of her bare white shoulder. She seemed relaxed and very comfortable. Clive knelt beside her.


There was blood at her nostrils. There was blood, not much of it, clotted in her hair above the nape of her neck. There was blood, just a little, on the knotted grip of Mick Hammond's blackthorn stick, lying beyond her outflung hand.


He laid his fingers on her throat. The pulse was dead under them. The warmth was already going out of her flesh.


Laurel Dane was off her spot, for good.
   Chapter 5


It was quiet in the apartment. The swarm of men with cameras and measuring tapes and sketching pads and powders and camel's-hair brushes had finished and gone away.


Laurel had gone away, too. There was only a chalked outline on the rug to remind anyone that she had ever been there. It was curiously impersonal. It was like the things children draw in the sand and mark "This is you."


Edmond Clive paced up and down in front of the windows. Hot afternoon sun lay squared on the floor. He watched his black shoes move across it and thought, The ram's over.


Detective-Lieutenant Jordan Games of the Central Homicide Bureau stood by the door, talking in low tones to a grinning little man named Korsky. A uniformed cop sat in a corner, balancing a shorthand pad on his knee and studying the other occupants of the room with an amused and nasty speculation.


Jonathan Ladd Jones sat stiffly on a straight chair. He had not shaved and there was a dazed look about him. Mick Hammond was on the couch where Laurel had slept her last real sleep. His hands hung loose between his thighs. He stared ahead of him, at nothing.


No one spoke except Games and Korsky, and their mumbling was only a sort of detached underlining of the silence. No one seemed to want to meet anyone else's eye.


Gaines had tried hard to crack them. Hours, in an empty apartment across the hall, Clive in one room, Mick Hammond in another. Now he was trying something new. Clive lighted his last cigarette and threw the pack away. His stubbled face twitched spasmodically, like the face of a man addicted to narcotics. The cop in the corner began a monotonous kicking of his heel against the chair rung. Korsky laughed a hard little laugh and Gaines said, "Fine!" Korsky went on talking.


Suddenly Gaines said aloud, "Okay, Korsky. That's all I need right now. Go on down and take care of Mrs. Hammond."


Hammond brought his attention slowly to Gaines. His eyes held a terrible hate. Korsky went out. A uniformed man closed the door again from outside. The one with the shorthand pad straightened up in pleased anticipation. Johnny glanced quickly at Clive, and away.


Gaines came toward them. He was a big man, fleshy but not soft. He wore a well-cut blue suit, the set of which was spoiled by the thick pad of muscle across his back, relic of pick-and-shovel days before he started pounding a beat. His face was sun-reddened, healthy, appearing rather stupid until one noticed his pale, shrewd eyes.


He said, "Well, boys?"


Clive stopped pacing. "Look, Games. Either book us or let us go. I'm getting goddam sick of this stalling."


"We've told you," said Hammond. "Over and over we've told you. What more do you want?"


Gaines settled down in an armchair. His toes almost touched the chalked outline. He studied it.


"There are four possible answers," he said. "One, you may be telling the truth. Two, you may have framed it between you. Three, Hammond may have slugged Clive and gone on from there. Four, Clive may have doped Hammond and ditto." He looked up. "You're a smart guy, Ed. How do you figure it?"


Jonathan Ladd Jones stood up. "You goddam thickheaded son of a bitch! Ed's telling the truth, and if he says the other guy is, he is. What about the window in the back door? What about the phone call Ed got? What about the slug in the back?"


Gaines nodded. He was not angry. He seemed to have a great deal of time and not to care particularly what he did with it.


"The window in the back door. Uh-huh. A neat piece of work. The wooden frame removed carefully, without scarring. The glass held securely with masking tape. The nails in the frame clipped short from the underside, except four which were oiled to slide easily. The frame replaced. And we have a quick, noiseless way to reach in any tune we want to and unlock the door."


He pulled out a sack of tobacco and began making a cigarette. His thick scarred fingers made his neat clothing look incongruous.


"Of course," he said, "you all had fairly free entry into this apartment. You'd have had as much opportunity as anyone else."


Clive started pacing again.


Hammond said, "You found the marriage license and the picture. You know Laurel was afraid of her husband." He hesitated over "Laurel" as though the word had edges on it.


"I know you say she said she was." Gaines struck a match with his thumbnail. "Korsky checked with the switchboard girl at your place, Clive. The guy who phoned you was whispering. Anybody can whisper. Even Johnny Jones, maybe."


Johnny swore.


"Listen, Gaines," said Clive, with ugly patience. "Laurel was killed sometime after one o'clock. I hung up on George about twelve-fifty-four. I suppose Korsky checked that, too. I walked across into the kitchen and somebody slugged me. Even your sawbones admits that this bump on my head must have put me to sleep for at least an hour. I didn't wake up until Johnny phoned around two, and I was too groggy to get there. Then I called you."


"You're making it tough for me, Clive. I could take you down and let the boys sweat you."


"You do, and I'll burn the breeches off you in court."


Gaines sighed. "That shyster lawyer of yours is another one I'm gonna get some day." He leaned back, looking bored and plaintive. "This is the god-damnedest case I been handed yet. People get slugged, and murdered, and other people walk in and out like a regular paradeâ��at least the bolt's off the front doorâ��nobody sees or hears anything and Hammond here sleeps through the whole thing like a baby. A hell of a case. You know what I think? I think somebody's lying to me."


Clive said, "That's tough."


"You're right, it's tough. But I'm tough, too. I'm a regular rump steak, I am." He heaved onto his feet and began to walk around aimlessly. "Korsky's been doing the preliminary check. Clive, you and Hammond and the girl put on a swell floor show at the Skyway Club last night."


Clive was standing by the open bedroom door. The smell of lavender came through it faintly. He closed his eyes and then moved away, like a man who doesn't see very well.


"Then you all went to the dressing room," Gaines continued, "and only you two know what happened there, except that somehow Clive got shot, but when you all came out again you seemed to have brotherly love just squirting out of your ears. Now I ask you, fellas! I've heard all about what happened earlier in Clive's office. I know all about your hating each other's guts for twenty years or more. And then all of a sudden you're practically in bed together, and with the same dame. Does that make sense?"


Clive's lean face was expressionless, except for the nervous tic. "Sure it does. I kicked Mick out of my office, yes. Then he turned up at the Skyway Club because Laurel had promised to help him. She had a soft spot for sick cats. I didn't have anything to get sore at her about. If she'd been in love with him, what the hell? She didn't owe me anything. It just made me sick to look at him, so I tried to walk out and Laurel blew her top. So I figured it was better for her if I stayed. I was afraid she might crack up, she was so jittery. Nothing happened in the dressing room, except Hammond moaned about how everybody hated him, and some guy in the alley nearly finished me."


Gaines said sleepily, "You wouldn't be working for Hammond, would you? Covering a client, like?"


"I kidded the bastard along because I didn't want Laurel howling at me. Whatever else he told you, forget it."


"Okay, okay. It's just funny you back up his sleeping beauty yarn."


Mick Hammond was staring at Clive. His expression was that of a sick man who realizes suddenly that the doctors have been lying to him and he isn't going to get well. Clive seemed to have forgotten that he was in the room.


Gaines yawned. "The hell with these midnight murders.... You wanted Johnny Jones awful bad last night, Clive. Why?"


"He's the only one can tuck me in bed the way Mama used to."


"Do any drinking at the Skyway Club?"


"Some."


"More when you got here, maybe?"


"Maybe." The bottle and glasses were plain evidence.


"Hammond went right into the bedroom, didn't he? Then Laurel told you all about her life history and went to sleep on the couch. And you wanted Johnny Jones something awful." Clive turned away irritably. "You wanted Johnny Jones," said Gaines, "because you were so tight you couldn't be sure you'd see Laurel's husband if he did come."


"All right," Clive snarled. "So I was drunk."


"The bedroom door was closed, was it?"


"Christ, yes! How many more times do you want it?"


"How did you know Hammond was asleep?"


"I saw him when I went in for the blankets."


"But you were tight."


"All right!"


"H'm," said Gaines softly. "Hammond, your wife has a lot of money, hasn't she?" Hammond didn't seem to hear him. "Your brother- and sister-in-law came along with her. They make swell witnesses. Seems everybody knew about Laurel Dane. A scandal wouldn't exactly set you in solid with your boss, would it?"


Hammond shivered slightly. He paid no attention to Gaines.


"We haven't talked much about the murder weapon being your stick, Hammond."


Clive said impatiently, "Anybody could have used it. You'll find my prints on it, from when I put it on the table. Or was it wiped clean?"


"It was wiped clean. So was the front doorknob, both sides. Not the back though, even though both doors were unlocked. Funny, huh?" Gaines chuckled suddenly. "So you were lushed last night. Shouldn't withhold information, you know. Well, that's all. You can go now."


"What's the joke?"


Gaines said sullenly, "I may be a chump, but not that big a one. The way things stand that shyster of yours would have you out so fast it isn't worth wasting the ink to book you with. All I'm saying is, just be around when I want you again."


"You know my address," Clive said. "I've got a lease."


Jonathan Ladd Jones licked his lips, which were dry and pale. "You're holding Hammond for the kill?"


"Suspicion. Too many loose ends to tie up in one morning, butâ��" Gaines shruggedâ��"guys with lousy reputations and rich wives have beaten little girls' brains out before this."


He opened the door and spoke to the man outside. Mick Hammond moved on the couch.


"Eddie..."


Clive went out.


There were a lot of reporters in the hall. Usually Clive was friendly with the press; it paid. Now he was aware of them only as something blocking his way. He pushed one man in the face with impersonal viciousness. The others got out of reach. Clive heard Johnny's voice behind him but not the words he said.


There was a cop in the alley behind the building. He let them by. A crowd stood around the front entrance, gawking hungrily. Somewhere a kid was yelling headlines.


Clive hailed a cab and got in, with Johnny at his heels. He put his face in his hands and sat without speaking. The sun burned hot through the window. The cords in Clive's neck stood out like ropes.


He said suddenly, "I did everything there was to do. Nobody could have known about that goddam door."


Johnny looked out at the hills pressing rough and close against the rain-washed town. "It was just one of those things," he said. "Nobody could have helped it."


"She was glad I was there. She was scared, and she was glad I was there."


"Nobody could have done any more, Ed."


A little later Clive found himself in his apartment without remembering how he got there. Johnny was shutting the door.


Clive said, "Get out."


"Like hell I will."


Clive showed his teeth. He drew his hand back, but he didn't do anything with it. He seemed to have forgotten Johnny before the blow was even started. He went over to the liquor cabinet and got a bottle of Scotch and a glass, and then sat down in the big armchair by the table.


He spilled quite a lot of the whisky but managed to get some into him. He got up again and started to pull his coat off. Abruptly, with his arms still in the sleeves, he pitched over and hit his face on the floor, and lay still.


Jonathan Ladd Jones dragged him into the bedroom, covered him carefully with a blanket, and went out again. There was plenty of Scotch left in the bottle.
   Chapter 6


It was nearly two the next afternoon when Ed Clive settled back from the table with a cigarette and his third cup of black coffee. He looked pale, gaunt, and about ten years older, but otherwise he was himself. Jonathan Ladd Jones was stretched out on the couch with a full belly and his eyes closed, enjoying it.


Clive said, "Johnny, I am on a spot."


"Uh-huh."


"What do you think about Mick Hammond?"


"If I didn't know you, Ed, I'd say you were the most low-down dirty son of a bitch in southern California."


"I had to sell him out! Gaines had the two of us figured for the job. I could see that idea sneaking around in back of every question he put to us. He figured we found out Laurel was two-timing both of us and decided, because we were kids together, to bury our hatchets in her."


"He didn't say so."


"Why would he tip his hand? But it's what he meant. Why did Mick and I suddenly get so friendly? Why did I back up his sleeping beauty yarn if I hated him as much as I said I did? Yeah. And there was just sense enough to it to make it dangerous. I couldn't do either of us any good sitting in the can with Gaines's boys pushing my teeth in. Christ, I'm just three jumps away from the gas chamber right now, and I don't like it!"


"What about Hammond?"


"I'll get him out of it."


"If somebody doesn't get you first. You know Gaines is playing smart with you."


"He's got to. He can't find the way out of the tangle by himself, so he's using meâ��Edmond Clive, the Seeing-Eye dog, tame and guaranteed housebroken. He's got Mick to keep the papers happy, and Korsky digging for clues, and all he has to do is park his backside on a cushion and wait till I'm dumb enough to lead him somewhere." He ground out his cigarette angrily.


Johnny said, "You weren't lushed, of course."


Clive grinned. "I hope Gaines hasn't a sharp ear. Anyway, I gave him an out and he took it."


"Yeah. He took it so quick it scares me. You know, Ed, you don't look so much like a Seeing-Eye dog to me. You look more like the goat they stake out to make the tiger hungry."


"You're a hell of a big comfort to me!" Clive swore. "It ought to be such a simple case! It adds up beautifully most of the way, and thenâ��blooey. The only reason Gaines let me go at all was because he couldn't decide how much I was lying."


"You can't blame him."


"No. He knew damn well if I was going to sell him a bill of goods I'd make it a better one than that."


Johnny rolled over and looked at him. "Edâ��you're sure Hammond didn't do it."


"I tucked him in myself. When I went back to wake him up after Laurel was killed he hadn't even moved his hand from where I put it."


"He could have been smart enough... All right, all right! We'll drop it right there!"


Clive sprawled out in the armchair and started another cigarette. "About the only other thing I'd bet on is that the guy who slugged me is the same guy that woke me up to tell me Laurel was dead. If so, he's the one who phoned me, and I'll lay odds he did the shooting, too."


"Uh-huh. Laurel's husband?"


"Or a hired hand. We'll know better when Gaines gets the dope from New Orleans."


Johnny yawned. "Well, everything looks straight enough to me. Eliminate Hammond, and that just leaves Beauvais."


"Sure. But somebody had a key to Laurel's door. He was using it, just before I passed out. I shot the bolt on that front door myself, and checked it later. But when I came back after the murder it was off. Did the guy with the key get inâ�� which means did Laurel let him hiâ��or did the man in the kitchen open the door himself?"


"You're asking. Sure Farrar wasn't in on this somewhere?"


"I don't see where... and Laurel would never have given him a key."


"He could have stolen it out of her dressing room. Or made an impression in soap, or something."


"Sure. So could anybody else in the city of Los Angeles. Then there's the question of the front doorknob being wiped for prints, and the back one not. Also, the question of Mick's cane."


"That looks clear enough to me," Johnny said. "The killer simply picked up the handiest thing and hit her with it."


Clive gave him a cold stare. "Somebody was interested enough in Laurel to search her room, probably to make sure she was the right girlâ��she'd dyed her hair, remember. Incidentally, I'd say that would indicate Laurel's husband hired the job doneâ��he'd have known her, black hair or not. This same guy took a lot of tune and effort to fix up that back door. He checked up on me to see if I was going to be a nuisance. And then he walks in depending on finding the 'handiest thing' to hit her with?"


"Well, hell, maybe he had a better idea. Maybe he wanted to hang the kill on somebody else."


"That," said Clive softly, "is a thought."


"Hey, that reminds me." Johnny got up on his elbow. "I finagled an interview with the apartment manager. He said Laurel's place was burgled a little over two weeks ago, along with five or six others. The management paid off and hushed it up, so as not to scare away the customers."


"You see what I mean," Clive said sourly. "Monkey wrenches."


He rose and dialed the number of Central Homicide. In a minute he had Gaines's sleepy voice on the other end. Clive greeted him genially.


"Hello, you sweet bastard. How are your trained seals?"


"They get around. Want anything special, Clive? I'm busy."


"Tough life for an honest cop. What did you get on Beauvais?"


"Just a minute." Clive heard papers shuffling. There was a typewriter going somewhere in the background. Gaines breathed heavily into the mouthpiece.


"Just came through a half-hour ago. Dion Beauvais is his right name. Born in New Orleans. Thirty-nine, height five feet ten inches, weight one-seventy-six, build medium, hair black, eyes brown, complexion swarthy. Marks, knife scar left breast, two-inch ditto under jaw. Several arrests. Only one conviction. Manslaughter, and it was a setup. Should have been anyway second-degree."


"That all?"


"No. Seems Beauvais is quite a guy around the French Quarter. Has trouble fighting off the dames. It was one of his lady friends shived him. Seems she didn't like his getting married."


"To Laurel?"


"Yeah. Only, like she said, her name was Sue Tanner then. Beauvais was pretty stuck on her. Cut up rough when she ran away."


"Yeah," said Clive. "Know where he is now?"


"I-know where he was on the morning of the day after the girl was killed."


"Go on."


"He was walking out the front gate of the Louisiana State Pen." Gaines's voice had a laugh under it.


Clive smiled without humor. "Nothing like prison for a good, clean, airtight alibi. But even convicts have friends, you know."


"Don't fret, pal. We got an order out to pick him up for questioning, if we can find him."


"Did he have any special gang, or a steady side-kick?"


"No, he seems to travel mostly alone. But we're checking it"


"What kind of a jolt did he get?"


"One to ten, and served three. He was paroled."


"And that's all the news?"


"That's all," said Gaines pointedly, "that I'm telling."


"You scare me," said Clive, and hung up. The hell of it is, he thought, you do. He looked down at the newspapers strewn on the floor. Murder of Night Club Singer. Prominent Detective Involved. His lips drew back from his teeth. He kicked the newspapers.


Johnny jumped up and said, "Huh?"


"My picture," said Clive. "It stinks."


He picked up his hat. Johnny yawned, stretched, and came after him.


"There's a stake-out on you, Ed."


"Fine," said Clive. "We'll get 'em out in the fresh air and sunshine."


"Ed..."


"Yeah?"


"If I hadn't been out jazzing that blonde when you wanted me..."


"You," said Clive quietly, "are a hell of a one to talk." He gave Johnny's small hard shoulder a shake and a push. "Move, will you? We got work to do."


They plowed through reporters in the hall. Clive picked out the undistinguished little guy in the background who was not a reporter and waved to him. He discovered that movement made the wounded surfaces under his arm rub together unpleasantly. He put his hand in his pocket and went downstairs.


The switchboard girl had half a dozen calls for him. Johnny had seen to it that none came through. Two were from Thomas Benson, attorney at law. Four were from Jane Hammond.


Someone said, "Hello."


Clive turned. "Well, I'll be damned! Hello, Sugar."


The girl at the switchboard was a nice girl. She didn't like the way Sugar March was dressed, but she couldn't help looking at it. Clive had to admit it was something even Methuselah would have noticed on his nine hundredth birthday. She wore her usual platinum hair and blood-red war paint. Her sweater was red, too, about four inches long, and not very concealing. There was quite a stretch of softly firm belly between it and her slacks, which were white, shiny, and snug. Her sandals had five-inch heels.


Clive shook his head admiringly. "This California climate! Only two days ago it was cold and rainy, and now look. You sure you won't overheat, Sugar?"


She smiled. "I want to talk to you."


"Well, I'm pretty busy..."


"About Laurel."


Clive studied her a moment. Then he steered her into a small anteroom and closed the heavy portieres.


"Okay," he said. "Talk."


Sugar walked leisurely over to the window. She put her huge cloth bag down on a side table and fished a cigarette out of it.


"I've got plenty of time."


Clive jerked her around roughly. "Did you have something to say, Sugar?"


Her eyes were furious. "You lost her, didn't you? You weren't really so damned smart. And now the little biâ��"


Clive slapped her across the mouth. She drew a deep harsh breath. Her eyelids closed. She swayed into him.


"But she is dead," said Sugar thickly. "And now..."


He pushed her away. "Talk, or get out!"


"All right, God damn you! Someone came to the Skyway Club the evening before she was killed. Someone that hated Laurel. It was early, and Laurel wasn't there yet, and I'm the only one that saw them."


"Who was it?"


Sugar smiled. "This is my night off, Ed. You know where I live."


"Christ, you've told me times enough!"


"Someone that hated Laurel, Ed. Enough to want to kill her, and say so right out in public." She licked her smeared lips. "Maybe, if you're nice to me..."


"You haven't told the police?"


"No."


Clive said speculatively, "I don't think I want to wait till tonight." He raised his hand.


She laughed, but her eyes followed it. "With all those reporters out there? And the hotel staff? I'll scream my head off." She picked up her bag. "I'll be looking for you around eight."


Clive shrugged. "Okay, Sugar. There's just one thing you haven't thought of."


"What's that?"


"Maybe I killed Laurel myself."


She stared at him, at his hard, sensuous face. Then she said again, "Eight o'clock, Ed," and left.


Jonathan Ladd Jones was waiting at the curb with Clive's car. There was a black sedan across the street. The little man from the hallway was just getting into it. There was a second man at the wheel.


Clive whistled through his teeth, and waved. The men looked pained. He called amiably, "We'll take it slow," and added an address. Then he climbed into his own car.


"For Chrissake," said Johnny, "was that Sugar March?"


"It was." Clive slid down in the seat and tilted his hat over his eyes. "Gah! The things a decent dick has to do. Remind me to write a book advising youths to avoid the profession. Take up something respectable, like crimping. I want to see Sammy."


The black sedan made an illegal U-turn to follow them. They passed Sugar walking down toward the Boulevard. Johnny glanced at Clive and grinned.


"You look," he said, "like you'd bit on a bad oyster."


"Bitten," said Clive smugly. "Got your gun?"


"No."


Clive reached under the dash and pulled the flat Smith  Wesson .38 from its clip. He dropped it in Johnny's side pocket and then looked out the back window. They were close above Hollywood Boulevard now, hitting the press of afternoon traffic. A woman driver pulled out from the curb behind them, temporarily blocking the street, and the red light came on at the corner ahead.


"Pull over for a right turn," said Clive. "Okay. They can't see you for a minute. Pick up Sugar and stay with her till I come back. That'll be about eight at her place."


Johnny opened the door. He leered. "Think I'll be safe with her?"


Clive slid over under the wheel. "It's Sugar I'm worried about. If she does know something I'd like to be sure she lives long enough to spill it. Just take it easy, son. If she attacks you, lay that rod alongside her head."


"I can think," said Johnny, "of better lays than that." He vanished.


Samuels lived in modest opulence in the north-of-Wilshire section of Beverly Hills. Clive parked in front of the bastard-Spanish house, got out, and stood waiting. The black sedan hesitated and then swerved in behind him. Clive leaned on the door and smiled.


"I'll try not to keep you boys too long. There's a service station just down there, and a drugstore that probably sells cokes, so if you should want anything don't hesitate to run along. I'll wait for you. And, oh, yesâ��I'm sorry my pal had to leave so suddenly. Urgent business. You know how it is."


They knew. They told him about it. He listened, failed to learn any new words, and went on up to the house.


Samuels was not happy to see him.


"Every goddam cop in southern California riding the pants off me, and now you gotta turn up." There were shadows under his eyes as blue as his jowls. He wore a yellow silk shirt and wrinkled green slacks and woven sandals that creaked. "Well, come on in."


He led the way into a long whitewashed room with heavy beams and a gaudy tile fireplace. He shooed three fat swarthy kids out of a litter of comic books and motioned Clive to a chair. The kids stared and rushed away, yelling. Somewhere out in back a woman's voice chimed in. It was all rather unsettling to Clive. He had never pictured Samuels away from his tuxedo and his Skyway Club.


He was suddenly tired, and he hated Sammy's face.


"I suppose you've told all this to the police..."


"Damn right I have!"


"Well, once more won't kill you. I want to know anything you can remember that might have any bearing on what happened. Anyone asking for Laurel, anyone hanging around the club at odd hours, anything Laurel may have said or done that was out of the ordinary."


Samuels said angrily, "I've told the whole goddam bunch of you I don't know anything about it, except what went on the night she was killed. And that still makes you and the Hammond guy the best bets!"


"You're stringing along with the majority. Did Hammond's brother-in-law ever come into the club?"


"Jesus, how should I know!"


"I'm asking you, Sammy."


Samuels glared at him. Finally he said, "Well, a couple or three weeks ago some guy and a dame came in while Hammond was at your table with Laurel. The dame was plenty classy, a looker. The guy might have been her brother. Anyway, she was all right. Pretty friendly with Laurel, no trouble. Course, you can't always tell with dames. But this guy, he's had a couple and he's feeling feisty. I called the boys, just in case, and then Laurel got up to sing, and pretty soon the gimp started acting like his pants were on fire, he was so anxious to get out of there. So they left. And that's all. I don't know who they were."


"They ever come back?"


"Only the gimp."


"Did Farrar come back from the bar in time to see the row we had?"


"I didn't see him again that night."


"Who was tending bar?"


Samuels thought a minute. "Vince. Vince Klingman."


Clive wrote Klingman's address on an envelope and stood up. "One more thing. Farrar was making a play for Laurel while I was out of town. Ever see him hanging around her dressing room? When she wasn't there, I mean."


"I saw him in the back hall a couple times, but I don't know whether she was there or not." He got up with heavy ill-nature. "My God, I got a business to run! And the best singer I ever had goes and gets her brains knocked out." He creaked down the hall and flung the door open. "Listen, the next dame I get, you stay away from her, see? You and that gimpy pal of yours, if they don't choke you both in the gas chamber. I got enough grief all by myself!"


Clive looked up at the palm trees rattling in the afternoon breeze. "Yeah. Yeah, I guess we all have, Sammy."


He went to his car and drove off, taking the black sedan with him like a toy on a string.


Vince Klingman lived in a neat, old-fashioned cottage near Western Avenue. The lawn was green and the white fence had all the pickets in it. Klingman himself was down on his knees, setting out little square chunks of earth like chocolate cake with green sprouts on top. He was thick and middle-aged, with a contented face.


Clive leaned on the gate. "Hi, Vince. You look busy."


Klingman looked up. "Mr. Clive." He rose to his feet, smiling. "Well. Won't you come in?"


"Thanks." Clive pushed the gate open. Klingman wiped his hands on his earth-stained pants. "Stock," he said. "It's a little late for it, but I love the smell. Wish I had more tune for the garden."


"It looks swell. Vinceâ��I just want to ask a couple of questions."


"Sure. Uhâ��about Laurel..." Klingman went on awkwardly. "We all liked her around the club. Andâ��well, I know how you... Well, you get me."


"Yeah. Thanks, Vince." Clive sat down on the porch steps. He was abruptly envious of Klingman and his garden and his serene face.


"You know Kenneth Farrar, don't you?" He described him. Klingman nodded.


"He was in the bar the night Laurel was killed. I built him a pousse-cafe." Klingman's expression showed what he thought of men Farrar's size who went in for things like that.


Clive said, "Laurel and I had a little trouble. Maybe you knew about it."


"Well, those things get around."


"Did people go out of the bar to watch us? Farrar, for instance?"


"You know how folks are. Somebody says, There's a fight!" and right away everybody's got to go watch it. Farrar went, too. I didn't see him come back."


"You ever see him hanging around Laurel's room when she wasn't there?"


Klingman frowned. "I don't think... wait a minute. Sure. She was singing, then, out front. I went back to the toilet in the back hall, and I ran into Farrar just outside her door. He was a little tight, and I knew he was trying to make Laurelâ�� those things sort of circulate, you knowâ��so I didn't think anything of it."


Clive nodded. "Uh-huh. One more thing, Vince. Ever know of anyone asking for Laurel? Anyone, maybe, with blood in his eye?"


"So many people drift in and out, Mr. Clive. It's only the regulars you get to know. Guys were always asking about Laurel. You know how it was." Klingman scowled uncomfortably at his boots. "Sometimes people got pretty sore about it. Sometimes the fellas, sometimes their dames. I don't know of anything lately, though. But, hell, Laurel was a good kid. She had her faults, like any of us, but she was a good kid."


A yellow cab came down the street, fast. Jonathan Ladd Jones jumped out before the tires had stopped screaming and ran up the path.


Clive stayed where he was, on the steps. He said flatly, "Sugar."


Johnny stopped. He had the dazed, incredulous look of a man who has just been kicked fairly hard in the stomach.


"Yeah," he said. "She's dead."


"Murdered?"


"No. No, she wasn't murdered. She's justâ��dead."
   Chapter 7


Clive stood up. Klingman stared from him to Johnny.


"You mean Sugar March?"


"Yeah," Clive said. "The Skyway Club seems to be losing personnel fast. Poor Sammy. Thanks, Vince. Take care of yourself."


He went out to the car. Johnny paid off the cab and climbed in beside him. He looked sick.


"For Chrissake, Ed, don't give me that dead-pan stuff. There wasn't anything I could do. I waited in a doorway to let her get ahead of me, and she got into this crowd waiting on the corner for the light to change. Maybe twenty people, mostly dames and service men. Just an ordinary bunch. You know those crazy shoes Sugar had on. Well, I guess she just got too near the edge and lost her balance. There was a guy turning the corner, trying to beat the yellow..."


Clive got a flask out of the glove compartment and gave it to Johnny. "Killed instantly?"


Johnny gulped from the flask and shivered. "Right under his wheels. It sure made a mess of her."


"And you were watching her all the time? Nobody could have pushed her?"


"Like I said, there was a crowd and you know how those dames mill around. But it looked like a clean accident to me, and that's what everybody else thought. They were all screaming, 'She fell off! She fell off!' "


"Nobody you knew in the crowd."


"Nobody I saw, anyway. Hell, a Boulevard corner right in the shopping hours! And after it happened you couldn't see anything. God, what a madhouse! I hung around just long enough to be sure she was dead. Then I got a drink in the nearest bar and came after you. Sammy told me you were here."


Clive shoved his hat back and sighed. "Well, that's one possible lead shot to hell. Nice, pat accident. You're sure nobody was following her?"


"Nobody was near her until she got into that bunch. Nobody was paying any attention to her, and there wasn't anybody but just women with packages and baby carriages and stuff, and four or five soldiers. Cripes, just the way they move around could have pushed her off, with those silly shoes. I've seen it happen lots of times. Been pushed off myself."


"I wonder if she kept a diary."


"We could go see."


Clive scratched his lip reflectively. "I hope the cops will accept the accident theory. Because it's going to smell awfully fishyâ��Sugar just having seen me, and then you ducking out and being on the corner when she was killed." He kicked the starter, looking as though he tasted something sour. "This slays me," he said, "but I'll have to do it."


He stopped at the first drugstore and called Gaines, telling him the whole story of Sugar's visit.


"I'm going to her place now. Maybe she left a lead of some kind. I'll wait for you. Bring her key and come unofficially, and you won't have to worry about a search warrant."


Gaines said he'd be there. Clive went back to Johnny.


"Got another job for you, kid. Sugar wasn't exactly thick with any of the other employees, but there's a chance she may have talked to somebody before she realized what a trump card she held. Question them all. Find out if anything else happened that might mean something now, and check up all you can on Farrar. Hop to it, and I don't care if Gaines's little stooge goes in the same cab with you."


"Okay." Johnny handed him the gun. "I guess I won't be needing this. Where'll I get in touch with you?"


"Go on to my place when you're through. I probably won't get back to the office for a year, the way things are breaking."


Johnny left for a cab rank across the street. One of the men got out of the tail car and followed him. Clive drove away.


Sugar's address proved to be south of Sunset, an apartment over four garages at the back of some dingy flats. Gaines came almost as soon as he got there. They walked down the driveway. A hard-faced woman in blue pajamas put her head out the window and watched them.


Clive grunted. "You're scaring the lady with those big flat feet."


They climbed rickety wooden steps. Gaines used the key he had taken from Sugar's bag at the morgue. The woman decided they were all right and took her head back inside.


The apartment was about what Clive expected. There were a lot of things in it, but not one of them was a hint about who had come into the Skyway Club to threaten Laurel's life.


Out on the street again, Gaines said, "The driver backs up Jones's story. Says the dame suddenly tipped over in front of him."


"Oh, well. Maybe she was just having fun with me."


"We'll check on it, anyway." He studied Clive shrewdly. "You played this one smart. Keep on doing it."


Clive smiled innocently. "Why, sure. Anything at all to keep you happy."


He returned to Beverly Hills, stopping at a small, swanky office building on Brighton Way. The door marked Kenneth Farrarâ�� Private Investigator was closed and locked. Knocking brought no response.


Clive had Mick Hammond's address from the newspapers. It turned out to be a big Georgian place set well back from Sunset Boulevard, on the winding, wooded stretch west of Beverly Hills. The grounds were beautifully landscaped. Beyond a high evergreen hedge Clive caught the glint of water in a turquoise swimming pool.


A tall, correct, cold-faced butler took Clive's card. "Come in, please. I'll speak to Mrs. Hammond."


Clive thanked him and went hi. The hallway was a decorator's masterpiece, but it didn't feel like home. The butler indicated a chair and vanished. The chair looked uncomfortable, and Clive was too edgy to feel like sitting down anyway. He wandered past the curving white staircase toward French doors that opened on a wide bricked terrace. It faced west, holding a golden heat from the late sun. Scarlet ramblers burned on the walls and there were beds of spicy stock. It was an expensive garden, but Clive wouldn't have traded it for Vince Klingman's. It was only a stage set, like the hall. He leaned on the edge of a tile-topped table, to wait.


Richard Alcott came around a wing of the tall hedge, climbing the steps to the terrace. He stopped when he saw Clive. The color drained out of his face and then surged back again, so strongly that his skin was almost black.


"You bastard," he whispered. "You duty rotten bastard."


"I didn't poke you so hard, Alcott. You caught me at a bad moment, or I wouldn't have poked you at all."


"Just how do you mean that?"


"I mean you were drunkâ��like you are now. It isn't considered sporting to wallop a man when he's drunk."


"I'm not so drunk I don't know what's going on. I know why you're here. You're trying to save that bastard's neck. The two of you did it together, didn't you, and you're trying to get your hooks into Jane and the lawyer. Well, it won't do you any good! You understand that?"


It came to Clive that there was more in Richard Alcott than whisky and rage. There was fear.


"Dick!" It was Jane Hammond, looking lovely in dark blue slacks and a flowered silk shirt. Her face was startling. It was like Mick's, tempered and fined and a little unearthly, only there was steel in it that would never be in Mick's.


She said, "Dick, please go and lie down for a while."


His lips made an ugly pretense of smiling. "Of course, Jane. I realize I'm unsuitable to the present company."


Jane stiffened. Somewhere off behind them a car drove in and stopped.


"Yes, most unsuitable," Alcott said. "I've had a drink or two. That's shocking, isn't it? Shocking, to a man who makes his living from murderers and thieves, and a woman who doesn't care if her husband kills the slut he bedded with."


Jane turned absolutely white. Clive said quietly, "Get out."


Alcott swung toward him. He was on his home ground, but more than that his fear was driving him to boldness. He saw Clive's expression and hesitated. Something moving out on the lawn caught his eye. He grabbed at the excuse.


"Well," he said viciously. "So little Vivien finally remembered she had a home. It's a pity there isn't a good expressive word like 'bitch' for a she-cat."


He swung on his heel and went into the house. Clive watched him.


Jane said abruptly, "I wish you'd hit him,"


Clive's mouth twitched. "There's plenty of time." He went to the low wall. He was shaking slightly.


Vivien Alcott was walking across the green hollow toward the swimming pool. She wore her crimson coat and she moved with a vague slowness as though she might be asleep and dreaming something nice. She disappeared into a small white Georgian bathhouse.


"They let me see Mick this morning, Mr. Clive. He hardly speaks of the murder. All he talks about is you."


Jane Hammond stood beside him, her brown strong hands touching the roses. "He's told me about you, over and over, in this last year. He's made me feel something of what he feels. That's why I'm trying so hard to think that there must have been a good reason for what you did to Mick."


"And if there wasn't?"


"I think I'd want to kill you."


"You believe in Mick, don't you?"


"In this last year, with all my heart. Before that, too, only I was afraid sometimes he'd never find himself." She faced Clive. "You haven't told me why you turned on him like that."


Clive's dark eyes were unpenetrable. Down by the pool, Vivien Alcott came out in a bright red bathing suit and cap. Her legs and arms were very brown. She was short and rather thick, without softness. She slid into the water, slowly, arching her head with a queer sensual pleasure, like a cat being stroked. She began to swim, easily and without splashing, making clean, purling turns at the end of each lap.


Clive turned away with nervous ill-temper. He lighted a cigarette, snapped the match into a bed of stock, and came back.


"It doesn't matter why I did what I did. All that matters is saving Mick from the gas chamberâ��and incidentally, saving myself, too. The least they can get me for is aiding and abetting, and Gaines will do his best to hand me the big rap. He doesn't like private dicks who get in his hair, and he's only letting me run until he can make up his mind who's lying. Unless I get a break, and damned quick, I wouldn't give a nickel for either one of us."


"I think," said Jane, "that you must have changed a lot, Mr. Clive, since Mick knew you."


"That doesn't matter, either. Will you help me, or not?"


The day was almost gone. The thin, foggy chill of evening crawled up from the beaches to the west, bringing a taint of distance and the sea.


Vivien Alcott climbed dripping out of the pool. She pulled off her cap and shook her hair back and stretched, lifting her brown arms high toward the rusty sun.


Jane Hammond said, "What do you want me to do?"


"I have no authority. You could call a cop now and have me thrown out for bothering you. So I want you to give me a free hand hereâ��with you, your family, the house."


She was surprised. "But why?"


"Somebody hung this frame on Mick. Maybe by accident, maybe not. But Mick told me about the letters. There may be a connection."


"I don't see..."


"Oh, for Christ's sake! Somebody's been trying for six months to persecute you and Mick into splitting up. Your brother has been trailing Mick for weeks, peddling nasty stories about him and Laurel and even taking you to the Skyway Club to prove them. God knows what little sister has been doing, but I'll bet it's plenty. And both of them knocked themselves out talking, to make sure Games would arrest Mick."


He dropped his cigarette and stepped on it, watching her stonily.


"You came to me, and I turned you down. Maybe it was just an act and you're writing the letters yourself, to get rid of Mick. Or maybe you got fed up suddenly. Maybe you followed us to Laurel's apartment and hit her with Mick's cane and went away happy."


Anger burned up in her, giving her a sort of frosty glow. When she spoke it was with great care.


"I had no motive to kill Laurel Dane. I suppose I can't expect you to believe this, but I understood what was between her and Mick. I even understood his going home with her, and I was glad if he could find a few hours of peace."


"Yeah," Clive said. "But you haven't answered me yet."


She stared at him without speaking. The sun dropped out of sight. Shadows crept into the hollows and along the hedges, reaching up for the darkness that was coming out of the sky.


"I suppose," Jane said, "I shall have to let you do as you please."


Vivien Alcott came out of the bathhouse. She had her scarlet coat on again.


"I suppose you read the afternoon papers, Mrs. Hammond," Clive said. "The District Attorney's office has received 'secret information' in this case. I'm willing to bet that the writer of those letters has passed them on where they'll do the most good."


"That'll make it worse for Mick." Her face was hidden now in the dusk, but her voice held enough. "What Richard told you... well, either he or Vivien could be the one. But that wouldn't necessarily mean..."


"That the sender of the letters killed Laurel or had anything to do with it? No. That's the beauty of this case. Nothing necessarily means anything. It would only be a possible motive to land Mick in the death house. Where do you keep the letters? I want to see them."


"In my safe deposit box. But there are people besides Richard and Vivien..."


"Sure, sure. There are one hundred and thirty million people in the United States. All we have to do is pick the right one."


She said sharply, "I should think the first thing to do would be to find the man who was in the kitchen. He's certainly the most logical suspect."


"You're forgetting there was also someone at the door. Someone with a key."


"But the phone call! And this Dion Beauvais..."


"Has a copper-bottomed alibi. And there isn't one shred of evidence to connect him with the case anywhere. Hell, it could have been anybody! Anybody can whisper over a phone. Anybody that's been to the movies can fake a tough accent. Anybody can clip me from behind with a blackjack when I'm not looking."


"Why, hello, Mr. Clive!" Vivien Alcott's high heels clicked over the terrace floor. She seemed wide awake now, and vivacious. She gave him her hand. It was square and strong, and still cold from the water. Clive shuddered and let go of it. "My goodness!" she said. "Am I that bad?"


"Your hand. It startled me a little, being so cold." Vivien sucked her breath in. Her face was only a sort of coppery blur in the afterglow, but he could see the line of her little teeth and the brightness of her eyes.


"That's right," she said huskily. "She was cold, wasn't sheâ��when you found her?"
   Chapter 8


No one spoke for a minute. Tree frogs chirped. Dim lights began to show from houses on the neighboring slopes, given halos by the mist, and there was a burst of illumination from the hall.


Jane Hammond was the first to move. Her voice was flat. "Let's go hi."


Vivien Alcott walked beside Clive, so near that his hand brushed her coat.


She said, "You were really as close to it as that, and you didn't see anything?"


"No."


"Did it hurt much, getting hit like that?"


Clive laughed. "I hardly notice those things any more. You get hardened to it."


She studied his face intently. "I guess a detective has to be tough. Are you tough, Mr. Clive?"


"How do I look?"


"Tough. Awfully tough."


Jane said, "Vivien, for heaven's sake!"


Vivien went in through the door and turned around, her hands deep in her coat pockets. She smiled at Clive, corner-wise.


"If he doesn't like it, he can say so. He would, too. I think he'd hit a woman if she spoke out of turn."


She put her hands on his arm with sudden childlike seriousness. "Mr. Clive, you said Mick is innocent. Did you mean that? I mean really, because you know it, and not just because you used to be his friend?"


Everybody stopped dead.


"Well I'll be damned," said Clive. "The last I heard you were talking sixteen to the dozen to make sure Mick got it."


"And if he killed her, I hope he does! Butâ��" she hitched away from himâ��"but hell! You don't like seeing even Mick executed for something he didn't do."


Jane Hammond opened her mouth, and closed it again. Vivien spun slowly on her high heels and came back to Clive.


"After I read what you said in the paper, I thought maybe Mick was telling the truth, because I didn't think he'd have the guts to kill even a girl, let alone knock out a man like you, unless you let him."


"Maybe I did. Maybe I was lying. The police think I was."


Vivien's lips made a moist red O. "You are tough. Really tough!" She came in against nun, not too close. "I don't think you were lying, Mr. Clive. I think you'd lie better than that. I think you'd be an awfully good liar if you wanted to."


"Of course he was lying!" Richard Alcott stumbled part way down the stairs and leaned against the white virginal curve of the banister, staring over. He was very drunk. "He knows he was lying. He and that bastard did it between them and they're both guilty as hell. Why are they letting you run around, Clive? And what are you doing in this house?"


Vivien laughed at him. "He's making an investigation. Maybe he'll give us all the third degree." She turned shining pale eyes on Clive. "I'll bet you'd know how, too. I'll bet you've even had it done to you. You have, haven't you?"


"Once or twice." He had an idea she'd like it if he took off his clothes and showed her.


Alcott was dangerously flushed. His veins protruded. "You won't investigate me. You have no authority."


Jane said quietly, "I've given him the authority."


Alcott looked at her, a long time. "You would, wouldn't you?" he whispered. "Anything to save him. Anything at all to keep that bastard from getting what he deserves. Do you know what you are, Jane? You're a cheap, common..."


"Shut up." It might as well have been the flat of Clive's hand across Alcott's mouth.


Alcott took hold of the banister and yelled, "You haven't any right here! She can't give you the right. You can't question me. You can't lay a hand on me. I can have you arrested if you try."


"That scares me." Clive laughed. "With a murder rap hanging over me, that scares me a lot." He stepped forward, holding his body erect and easy. "You're scared, sonny," he said genially. "Only a guy with something to hide starts squawking before he's hurt. What have you got that you're afraid to tell?"


"Nothing. Nothing! God damn you, you can't bully me in my own house..."


"Here, or somewhere else. It doesn't matter."


Alcott's color began to be frightening. "Jane. Jane, you can't let him. This is your house. You own it. I'm your brother, Jane. You can't..."


Jane let her cold blue eyes travel slowly from his blond head to his shoes. "But I can," she said. "Once, a long time ago, I might have cared. But not any more. Mr. Clive has a free hand in my house as far as I can give it. What he does and what penalty he may have to pay are at his own discretion."


She turned away as though the sight of them all made her want to be ill. Alcott went gray under the purple.


Vivien giggled. "Blood pressure. We're always hoping he'll have a stroke, but he never does."


The doorbell chimed.


The butler came from somewhere beyond the staircase. He came so quickly that he had obviously been listening, but his face showed nothing. His heels made a loud noise on the polished floor. Clive realized how quiet it was in the hall. Alcott seemed to have stopped breathing.


"Good evening, Mr. Benson," said the butler.


A small neat man came in, carrying a large brief case. He nodded to the butler, swept his small sharp eyes around the tableau at the foot of the stairs, sniffed, and pinched his small bloodless mouth even tighter.


"Well," he said. "Well?"


Richard Alcott doubled up suddenly. "I'm sick," he said. "Oh, Christ, I'm sick."


The butler paused. His correct front dissolved enough to show a resigned and patient loathing. Clive thought probably that Richard Alcott's being sick almost anywhere in the house was nothing new around here.


"I'll help you," he said, and went up the steps. "Where's the bathroom?"


"Get away from me, you bastard."


"I wish you'd learn a new word. That bastard routine gets tiresome." He got a hand under Alcott's arm. "Come on."


Alcott pulled away. He gagged, let down at the knees, and changed his mind.


"Top of the stairs," he whispered.


They started up. Alcott was taller than Clive, and heavier. He clung to him, his legs dangling.


"You," said Benson. "You're Edmond Clive."


"Oh, God, yes." Clive was beginning to sweat. The top of the stairs was a long way off. Alcott retched loudly.


"I want to see you, Mr. Clive."


"The bathroom will probably hold three. Come right along, but make it fast, brother. Fast" Vivien giggled.


Alcott made a convulsive surge up the last four steps and pawed at a door. "Open it. Oh, God. Oh, God."


Clive doubted whether God was worried much. He got the door open. It was an opulent bathroom, done in apricot and chocolate brown. Alcott made it, but just. Clive leaned his back against the door. He lit a cigarette, hooked his thumbs in his belt, and waited. After a while Alcott sat back on his heels. Clive examined him with open contempt.


"You're a hell of a fine specimen," he said.


Some of the nastiness came back into Alcott's face and, with it, the fear. He had less strength to hide it now. It looked out starkly from his eyes.


"You leave me alone. If you touch meâ��"


"I know. You'll call a policeman." dive's lip curled. He bent over. "Go ahead, sonny. Scream your lousy head off, and see if it makes the bruises stop hurting."


"You wouldn't dare! I'm a sick man. You wouldn't dare..."


"You're drunk, Alcott. Drunk and scared. Talk up."


"I don't know anything. I tell you I don't know anything! What makes you think I do?"


"I'm an old dog," Clive said. "I've been in the game a long time. I can read signs that aren't half as big and bright as the one you're wearing." He sat down on the edge of the glistening tub. His manner, all at once, was quite companionable. "You began to show it out there on the terrace. Then you poured more in on top of the load you were already carrying, hoping I'd dissolve in the alcohol. But I didn't, so you started yelling about your rights. That was a dead giveaway, son. Remember that. If you're guilty, never object to questioning."


"I'm not guilty! I haven't done..."


"Smoke?"


Alcott swallowed and said, "No!"


"Where were you," asked Clive, "when Laurel Dane was killed?"


Alcott's body grew rigid. He watched Clive from under lowered lids, oddly as though his physical self were a stronghold and he a creature at bay inside it.


"I was at home," he said. "In bed."


"Can you prove that?"


"No. Nobody in this house ever knows where anybody else is, except perhaps at mealtimes. We all have our own cars. There are three ways you can go out without anyone seeing you. We don't keep a chauffeur and all the servants are inside the house."


Clive nodded. "That seems an excellent arrangement. You could commit every crime in the calendar and never get caught. You follow Mick to the Skyway Club that night?"


"Iâ��I started to. But I knew it wasn't any use. Jane had told me to mind my own business. She didn't care about Laurel, the bitch. So I just drove around to a few bars and came home. It was raining, and Iâ��I didn't feel so good."


"You certainly hate Mick's guts."


"Don't you?"


Clive shrugged. "What do you think?"


"I don't know," Alcott said slowly. "I don't know." His mouth twisted with venom. "The bastard! I hope they convict him. I hope they..."


"You're sure he's guilty."


"I don't care. He deserves it anyway. He's a dirty rottenâ��"


"I know. Bastard."


"Do you know what he did?" Alcott's voice was shrill now, like a woman's. "He took my girl away from me. He had Jane and he had her money, but he couldn't keep his hands oft Anne. He took her down to the beach and made love to her and she broke off our engagement the next day. She said she wouldn't live in the same family with a man like Mick, and besides..." He shut up suddenly, withdrawing again into himself.


Clive laughed. "And besides," he finished, "after Mick had worked out on her you looked like a pretty cold potato. Not a bad motive, at that."


Alcott glanced up. There was only fear in him nowâ��cold and naked and ugly. He said, with no voice at all, "Motive?"


"Sure." Clive smiled at him. "For sending those letters."


Alcott's colorless lips made three distinct tries before they could get any words out.


"Letters? Those letters Jane got about Mick?"


"Yeah. Those letters."


Alcott's head fell back. His eyes closed. He drew a shaky breath, and then he laughed. He laughed a long time. It got fairly close to hysteria, but it didn't slip over.


"I didn't send the letters," Alcott said.


Clive's voice didn't give away any more than his face did. "Mind if I search your room?"


"Hell, no. Move in and live there if you want to. Only for Christ's sake let me alone. I want to sleep."


He crawled on his hands and knees to the door and pulled himself erect and turned the knob. Clive watched him wobble across the hall and disappear into a bedroom. After a minute he went slowly down the stairs again.


The butler was waiting in the hall. He stared fixedly at a point above and beyond the top of Clive's head, which annoyed Clive. He didn't like to be reminded that he was no skyscraper.


The butler inquired whether Mr. Alcott would be needing anything.


"A lot of things," Clive told him, "including a swift kick in the teeth. But right now I think he wants to be alone. Got a telephone?"


"In there, sir. When you're through, Mrs. Hammond asks if you will join them in the library."


"Thanks." Clive started as though to move past him, and then stopped, close. "Just between us boys," he said, "what do you think of all this?"


For a moment there was no response. Then the mask cracked open. "I think," said the butler in a low, clear voice, "it stinks. It would please me to learn that the entire family was headed for prison, for life. Excepting Mrs. Hammond, who is a white woman."


"How about Mr. Hammond?"


"I don't know. He's changed since his accident, but before that..." He shrugged. "Swine," he said bitterly. "Pigs, sows, and swine!"


"Uh-huh. Know anything about the letters Mrs. Hammond has been getting?"


"Only that whoever sent them deserves a stretch in hell." There was actually an angry flush in his flat cheeks. "I wouldn't have put up with them if it hadn't been for Miss Jane. Not after old Mr. Alcott died. This house! This rotten, filthy madhouse! And Miss Jane, to have married a man like Hammond!"


Clive looked at the floor. "Yeah," he said. "Know where any of the family were between one and two a.m. yesterday?"


Yesterday. Yesterday, hell. It was a hundred years ago. He could feel the marks of all of them on his face.


"No, sir." The butler went on to explain what Richard Alcott had already told Clive. Clive thanked him and, went into the small paneled alcove that housed the telephone. He called his apartment. Johnny Jones wasn't back yet. Clive left the number for him and hung up. He sat scowling, worrying his lower lip with his thumbnail. Then he called Gaines.


The big man growled surlily in his ear. "For Chrissake, I was just going to dinner. What do you want?"


"If I gave you a detailed answer to that one, you'd have a beard too thick to strain your soup through. Listen, sweetheart. You might take Laurel's key and check around to see if anybody can remember making a duplicate lately."


Gaines sighed. "We're only a bunch of dumb flatfeet, but we try. I've had the boys working on that one since yesterday afternoon."


"Any results?"


"Do you know how many guys make keys in Los Angeles and vicinity? Vicinity! That's about all this lousy town isâ�� vicinity!"


"Yeah. I'll cry about that when I have time. In other words, you haven't anything new."


"Not yet. Unless..."


"Unless what, dammit?"


"Oh, probably nothing. Only they brought a guy into the morgue this morning, early. Accident case. He tried to go downstairs on his neck. I wouldn't have heard about it, only somebody remembered that we were checking on key-smiths..."


"I get it," Clive said sourly. "Another fluke like Sugar March. It had to be an accident, did it? Nobody could have tripped him? Nobody could have broken his neck and then shoved him downstairs?"


"Medical report says accidental death. I wouldn't know. He lived alone in one of those dumps east of Skid Row, and there were no witnesses. He was pretty old and shaky on his pins and people do break their necks legitimately."


"It had to be a keysmith, though, and not a street cleaner or a barkeep or even a hustler." Clive swore. "A couple more coincidences and you can lock me up in a paddy with the paper dolls. How about the March girl?"


"Accidental death. My belly's biting holes in me. Will you sign off and let me eat?"


"Sure, sure," said Clive pleasantly. "Go ahead and eat, and I hope you strangle."


He slammed the receiver down and went out. He was sweating. He walked across to the library door and stopped. He closed his eyes and shivered. For a moment he looked physically ill.
   Chapter 9


The library was like the rest of the house. It was big and comfortable, done in dark blue and a soft dull rose. A woman's room, but not the kind that would stifle a man. The woodwork was white, the wall masses broken up with bookshelves and a few excellent pictures, the lamplight shaded and restful. And yet somehow it had an empty feel, as though it were not really lived in.


Jane Hammond looked up from the depths of an armchair as Clive came in. "How is Richard?"


"Sleeping it off." He gave her a reassuring smile.


Vivien Alcott bounced up off a couch, all flushed and excited. She had shed the red coat, and the brown dress she wore was pretty tight.


"You've been missing all the fun. I thought Jane was going to murder Benson before you got back. Did Richard tell you what you wanted to know? Did you hit him?"


He grinned. "Where did you get so bloodthirsty?"


"Runs in the family. We all like our beef rare. Come over and sit down."


She caught his left arm, hard enough to make him wince and bite his breath off short. She let go quickly and stood away.


"Gee, I'm sorry! I forgot. You got shot, didn't you?"


"A little. It's all right."


"Mr. Clive." Jane Hammond rose abruptly. "Mr. Benson isn't going to defend Mick."


The lawyer said testily, "I didn't say that at all. I simply pointed out..." He glanced at Clive and pressed his lips together.


Clive said, "Just what did you point out?"


"I simply said that a straight plea of innocence was a ridiculous waste of time."


Vivien giggled. "Not guilty, and not guilty by reason of insanity."


"Insanity," whispered Jane Hammond. "Insanity! And the stain of murder on Mick for the rest of his life." Her eyes blazed. "I won't have it! It's cruel and unfair. Mick is innocent, and it's got to be proved!"


The lawyer reached a thin, angry hand into his brief case and threw a newspaper open on the table.


"Look at it! Love Nest Killing. Remember what I have to work with and stop asking for miracles!" Benson fixed Jane Hammond with a hard, uncompromising stare. "This is a shocking thing. There's public feeling about it. I've spoken to the District Attorney, and I assure you that there'll be no mercy from him. I'll do my best, Jane. But please remember that I wouldn't have touched this case if it hadn't been that you're Tom Alcott's daughter."


"I know that. I also know that you believe all these things of Mick. You think I was a fool to marry him, and we both deserve what we're getting."


Vivien broke in sharply, "Well, you do! Mick married you for your money, he's kicked you around like a cur pup, and you don't care about any of it as long as you can have him to sleep with." She stepped forward, trembling, her fists clenched. "Richard was right. Any woman that will take what you've taken from Mick is no better than aâ��"


"Vivien!" The lawyer was using his courtroom voice, "Stop that at once! You should be ashamed of yourself."


"Why? It's the truth!" Her words began to stumble. "She doesn't care about anybody but him. She doesn't care about her own family. She doesn't care if he killed that woman, if she can have him back!"


Clive put his hand on her shoulder. "Take it easy, kid."


She shivered violently. Her head went back. She struggled for a moment to breathe. Then she turned out from under his hand and walked to the couch and buried her face in a corner of it.


Jane said, to no one in particular, "I'm sorry."


The lawyer shrugged. He picked up his brief case.


Clive said, "You're a hell of a fine lawyer." He pointed to the newspaper. "That's no courtroom. You haven't any right to try Mick Hammond in that."


"I must do as I think best, Mr. Clive."


"Mick's told you he's innocent."


"Yes."


"And you don't believe him."


"No."


"And you don't believe me, either."


"Did you expect me to?"


"Hell, why should you be unique?" He was suddenly furious. "God damn it! Doesn't anybody think I have a brain? Would I try to get away with a corny yarn like that if it wasn't true?"


"I'm sure I couldn't answer that," said Benson.


"No. No, I don't suppose you could. All right. So you're convinced that either Mick or I did the job, and that one of us is stooging for the other?"


Benson nodded. "Either that, or you were simply too drunk to know what was going on, and tried to cover it on the spur of the moment with that fantastic tale."


Clive took a quick, nervous walk to the window and back again. He stopped in front of Jane Hammond.


"My lawyer said practically the same thing when I talked to him on the phone this morning, only he wasn't as polite about it. A plea of temporary insanity is the safest thing for Mick."


He might as well have struck her.


"I'm telling you the truth," he went on angrily. "No one believes my story, and, unless I can turn up something to prove it, no one ever will believe it. Gaines and the D.A. are going to be satisfied with what they have. In view of his accident and his nervous condition, Mick might have a chanceâ�� and maybe you'd better grab at the best straw there is."


She said, "You know Mick didn't kill her."


Clive looked away from her. "When I went to wake him, he hadn't even moved his hand, with the quilt folded under it. I had a fight to stir him, even then."


"He's like that, when he hasn't slept for a long time." She closed her eyes. "Mr. Bensonâ��if you won't change your mind, we'll get another lawyer."


Benson stabbed his cold, small gaze from one to the other. Then he raised his shoulders. "Very well," he said. "I'll do what I can."


He went out, without saying good night. Vivien was gone, too. It was suddenly very quiet.


Clive said awkwardly, "Well..."


Jane Hammond came to stand in front of him, searching his eyes.


"You're a strange man," she said. "I think a person could hate you bitterly or love you very deeply, but nothing in between. I think I hate you for the way you treated Mick. And yet I believe you'll do your best to save him."


He said brutally, "It's my neck, too."


"But you could have saved it by not telling the story you did. By saying that Mick struck you down from behind."


"I can still do that."


"Are you going to?"


Clive said, "No."


She let her head drop forward. "I trust you. I don't know why. Perhaps it's that I have to, or... I've been thinking. If turning on Mick the way you did was a trick to throw the police off, to give you a chance to find out what really happened, then of course you couldn't tell me. You'd be afraid I'd tell Mick, or give it away somehow, and then the police would be sure that you were guilty, too." Something was tightening inside her throat, blocking her voice. "I hope that's the way it was. I hope you aren't lying to me now. Because if you are..."


"You're forgetting something," he said. "I have another reason."


"Yesâ��I was forgetting. You loved her, didn't you?"


Muscles tightened sharply in Clive's face. "Yeah."


She moved away from him, pushing the hair back from her forehead. "Why do things have to be this way? Why can't there ever be any happiness or peace, no matter what we do or how hard we try? What does God think we are? How long does He think we can stand it?" She began to cry, in hard, racking sobs.


Clive put his arms around her. He brought her head onto his shoulder and held her there, gently.


"I don't know," he said. "Only they shove the cards in your hands on the day you're born, and you can play 'em any way you want to."


After a while she whispered, "Thanks," and straightened up, fishing for a handkerchief. Clive grunted and gave her his.


"Dames who give out like that should carry sponges," he said. He smiled. "Better get some sleep now. It won't help anybody if you slip your cable."


"I know. I'm sorry. It's just that..."


"Go on to bed. I'll tell Jeeves to take you up a tray."


"His name is Mulligan." She caught her breath between a laugh and a sob. "I never believed it either."


At the door she took his hand and pressed it, and went away up the curving stairs.


Mulligan glided up to Clive's elbow.


"She'll want a tray," Clive said. "Something that'll help her to sleep."


"Yes. Right away." Mulligan added, "I hope, for her sake, things aren't as bad as they look."


"Yeah," said Clive. "But I wouldn't take any bets on it."


He was halfway out the door when he heard the phone ring. Mulligan went back and answered it.


"For you, Mr. Clive."


It was Jonathan Ladd Jones, and he was feeling sorry for himself.


"Gawdamighty, my tongue's hanging clear to my knees! I never knew so many people worked for Sammy. And Sugar never dropped a hint to any of them. Nobody else heard anybody threaten Laurel. Farrar's been hanging around her dressing room, but I knew that myself. Nobody noticed anyone else doing it, but that doesn't mean anything. There was hardly ever anyone in the hall, and you can get into it from both the club and the alley."


"I knew that," said Clive.


"Okay! So you know everything I know. Any luck with you?"


Clive said slowly, "I don't know yet."


"Coming home now?"


"That depends."


"Had any dinner?"


"No, mama."


"Well, you ought to get some dinner."


"I'm not hungry."


"Look, Ed, it's not good to..."


"For Chrissake, can't I even feed myself? Get down to headquarters and get all the dope you can on the stiff with the broken neck they brought in this morning. Go on over to the guy's flophouse and see can you earn what I pay you. I'll catch up with you as soon as I can."


Johnny cursed him, bitterly and at some length. Clive grinned and hung up. He said good night to Mulligan and went out, pausing on the dark driveway to locate Richard Alcott's windows. A light came on while he was watching, and the blinds were pulled down. Clive went on to his car.


He opened the door. Something rustled inside, and Clive dropped sideways like a cat.


"It's only me," a small voice said.


Clive straightened up, sweating. "What," he said, "the merry aitch are you doing here?"


The answer was slow in coming, and it wasn't really an answer.


"I blew off in there, didn't I?"


"I never saw it done better."


"You think I'm pretty much of a heel, don't you?"


"Well, a thing like that doesn't exactly advertise a girl's charm."


"No." This time there was a very long gap. Clive shot an impatient glance at the house. Alcott's light was still on.


Vivien said, "I'm sorry." She sounded about five years old.


Clive laughed. "You don't owe me an apology. I'm sort of a heel myself. Besides, I'm Mick's friend, and that makes me one of the family."


"You don't think much of us, do you?"


He said quietly, "I think a lot of Jane."


"Yes." Vivien sighed, a peculiar sigh that might have meant anything. "I thought you would. Please get in. I want to talk a minute."


Clive slid under the wheel. He could feel her round, strong thigh against his.


She said, "This probably won't make any difference to you, but I'm going to tell you anyhow. I used to be in love with Mick."


"The woman scorned, huh?"


"You could call it that, I guess. But there's more to it. You seeâ��I'm not pretty. Jane is. Jane is everything I'm not. Jane always got everything when Father was alive, and he left her all his money. All Richard and I got were trust funds. You can see what he thought of us."


The bitterness of her laugh startled him. "Maybe he was right. Richard's a nasty drunken little swine, and Iâ��" She broke off short, and then went on again half jokingly. "Richard and I got our unstable nerves from our mother. Richard and Jane both look like Father, but Mother was tall and fair too. Nobody knows whom I look like. Everybody always said maybe I was a changeling."


She gave him a tip-tilted smile. "Personally," she said, "I've always thought I was a bastard."


"Well," said Clive. "Well!"


"And if you think that helps any, you're crazy!"


"No. No, I don't imagine it would." He shifted, but the wheel pinned him. He couldn't get away from that warm, vibrant thigh.


"So now you know," said Vivien wearily. "I hate Mick, and I hate Jane, and I hate Richard, and I hate myself."


"Doesn't that get a little tiresome?"


"Oh, God," she whispered, "you don't know."


After a pause Clive said easily, "That explains the letters, then."


"Letters? You mean the ones about Mick?"


"Yeah. Richard told me all about your sending them."


"He would." Her voice didn't show anything but her peculiar brand of family affection. "He would try to blame them on me! Well, I didn't send them. I'm sorry I didn't, but I didn't. If I'd thought of it and had known how to find out all those things about Mick, I probably would have done it. But I didn't."


"Well," Clive said, "that's that, then."


"I never met a detective before." She sounded eager as a child. "What will you do now?"


"Detectives never tell."


"I'm sorry I pulled your arm. Does it still hurt?"


"No." He laughed. "I'm tough. Remember?"


"Yes. I remember." She hesitated. "The man that hit youâ�� you know, in the kitchen. I should think, being so close to him and everything... haven't you any idea who it was?"


"Guys who make a business of things like that are pretty careful, and a blackjack doesn't have much personality. It could have been anybody."


"But you're going to find him, aren't you?"


"I'm going to try."


"You scare me when you sound like that." Her hand came up to his where May on the wheel. "The papers said that you and Laurelâ��"


"The papers said! All right, God damn it, yes! I loved her."


She let her fingers slide away across the taut cords of his wrist. "I'm sorry."


He shook his head irritably. "Skip it. I just haven't slept much lately."


She pushed herself away, out of the car. "I never met anyone like you before," she said. "Perhaps if I had..."


She was gone, leaving a queer little whimper on the foggy air. Clive didn't look after her. He got out the flask and took a stiff one, and one more to wash it down. Then he started the car, tramping on the throttle to make it backfire, and drove onto Sunset Boulevard. He didn't go far. There was a tree some hundred feet west of the Hammond gate. Clive parked in its shadow. His chaperon was still waiting patiently.


Because the house was set higher than the surrounding ground, Clive could see the light in Alcott's room. Almost immediately it went out.


Clive waited.


About five minutes later a long dark convertible rushed out of the Hammond driveway and headed east.
   Chapter 10


Edmond Clive was good at following cars. The three of themâ��the convertible, Clive's coupe, and the police tail carâ�� went down Sunset to Beverly Hills, slackening pace when they hit the more traveled streets. At Camden the convertible crossed over to Wilshire and headed toward Los Angeles.


They went as fast as the law allowed, and no faster, stopping carefully for red lights. They passed the dimmed-out Miracle Mile, Western Avenue, and then the copper-sheathed tower of Bullock's store. Presently they were on the wide causeway splitting Westlake Park. The still water of the lake was like a shield of polished iron under the sky. The convertible turned right on Alvarado, and then onto Seventh Street. Theater parking had jammed the curbs. It turned again, onto the dark side of the park, and slid in beside a fire plug.


Clive hung back. The tail car was on his rear bumper now. The street was deserted.


Richard Alcott got out of the convertible and walked quickly into the dense shadows of the trees. Clive left his car in the street and followed. Alcott was moving fast toward the lake, and not making much noise about it. There was a wide graveled path beside the water. Alcott avoided this, keeping on the grass where he was covered by the shrubbery. He seemed to be aiming for a spot where the shore line made a jog inward and the trees came close to it, overhanging a stand of pampas grass.


Clive bent over and ran without sound, making a circle. He came down to the lake ahead of Alcott and crouched beside a clump of the saw-edged grass.


Alcott's feet crunched softly on the gravel walk. He had his hand in his pocket. He paused in the shelter of the pampas, listening, standing black against the paler darkness of the water. Then he took his hand out of his pocket and raised it, high, like a woman starting to throw a ball.


Clive stood up, fast. He caught Alcott's upraised wrist just as it began its forward sweep. Alcott let go a strangled yell. Clive kicked him back of the knee and pulled his arm over his shoulder. Something dropped heavily. Alcott twisted around. Clive's shoulder hunched slightly. His fist traveled about six inches and hit square. Alcott fell on his back, jerked briefly, and lay still.


Clive got out a small flashlight. Almost at once he found what had fallen. It was a Colt .45, with a silencer. Clive stared at it. "Well," he said aloud. "Well I'll be damned!"


Somebody was tramping around in the bushes behind him. A man said gruffly, "Hey, what goes on?"


Clive turned. The beam of his flashlight speared Alcott's face. There was a sudden sharp feminine scream.


"Migawd, he's killed him! Joey . .."


"Relax, sister," said Clive. He was holding his left shoulder now, his face twitching with pain. "I only hit him a little."


Somewhere a man was making angry noises among the trees, coming closer. The flashlight beam showed a little red worm crawling out of Alcott's wide-open mouth.


The woman said hoarsely, "You brute!"


Clive didn't answer that.


The woman said, "You get a cop, Joey. You go right away and get a cop."


Clive laughed. "Never mind, Joey." He raised his voice. "Hey, Junior! Over this way!"


The plain-clothes man panted up. He had his gun out, and he looked hungry and resentful.


The woman shrieked again.


"Bandits! Joey, you get me out of here! Don't you dare touch us, you two. Joey, you take me right away..."


"Yeah," said the plain-clothes man. "You do that, Joey. Quick, before I forget I'm a gentleman. Go on! Scram!"


They went. Her voice carried clearly. In the future Joey would probably pick a less private spot in which to do his necking.


"Dames," said the plain-clothes man. "Yah!" He frowned at the revolver lying beside Clive's foot. "Okay, Clive. What gives?"


"Plenty." Clive handed him the flashlight and stepped carefully around the gun. "Don't touch that." He kneeled and sopped his handkerchief in the cold lake water and slapped Alcott in the face with it. Alcott pushed himself up on his elbow, retched, and fell back again, but he was conscious.


Clive said pleasantly, "In a few minutes you are going down to headquarters and be booked for attempted murder. Down there you will sing your head off. But I'm in a hurry and I'd like to hear about it now."


Alcott shut his teeth together. "I won't talk without my lawyer."


"The cops can hold you a long time before you can have a lawyer, son. How are your kidneys?"


"My kidneys?"


"Not too hot, are they, with all that stuff you swill down? They can keep you from going to the John for a long, long time. It doesn't leave any marks on you, but it isn't funny."


Alcott's gaze was fixed on Clive. He said nothing.


"They can keep you awake, too. Fifty, sixty, seventy hours. No water. No cigarettes. No fresh ah-. Lights burning your eyes blind. Sometimes they do tricks with a telephone book. That's fun, Alcott. You'd be surprised how much beating a guy's head can take from a telephone book and not show anything."


He paused. He was smiling, rather kindly.


"Vivien said something about high blood pressure. Be too bad if you were to have a stroke because you wouldn't talk. But you couldn't blame the cops if a guy had a stroke, now could you?"


Hoarsely, between his clenched teeth, Alcott began to curse.


Clive's hand shot out and took him hard across the mouth. Moving very quickly, he caught Alcott's shirt and dragged the dead weight of him to the edge of the lake, so that his head hung over into the water.


Clive said very softly, "You shot me in the back from a dark alley. You hit Laurel from behind. Did you knock that old man downstairs the same way, or was he feeble enough so you dared to face him?"


Alcott writhed under Clive's grip. His hair moved sluggishly in the cold water.


"I didn't. I didn't kill anybody." His eyes rolled toward the plain-clothes man. They showed white around the irises. "You! You're a policeman. Make him stop!"


The plain-clothes man shrugged. "I just came along for the ride."


Clive said, "You plugged me, Alcott. Were you that sore about that whack in the belly?"


Fingers tore at his coat sleeve. "You can't prove..."


"You were trying to get rid of the gun. Your fingerprints are on it. There's a bullet in the wall of Laurel's dressing room that'll match the barrel. Did you pay somebody to make that phone call or did you do it yourself?"


"Phone... phone call?"


Clive shoved his face under and dragged him up again instantly, coughing and blowing.


"The phone call, Alcott. The one you made threatening Laurel's life."


"Oh, Christ, I didn't! I didn't even know..."


"Did you go through the alley or the club when you stole the key from Laurel's dressing room?"


"I didn't! Why would I want to? She wasn't anything to me." Alcott strained his head up, away from the water. "How did you follow me here? How did you know?"


Clive said, "What do you think I amâ��a baby? You were scared stiff. Not about the letters, but about something. Why do you think I let you go? I knew you'd make a break for it."


"Oh, God," moaned Alcott. "Let me up."


"As soon as you talk."


"I didn't have anything to do with it, I swear I didn'tâ��"


"I wonder," said Clive conversationally, "how long you could hold your breath under water?"


Nobody said anything for a minute. The dark water rose and fell, and somewhere a duck quacked sleepily.


Alcott whispered, "All right."


Clive pulled him back from the edge. Alcott was completely relaxed now, his eyes closed.


"Can I have a cigarette?"


Clive lit one for him. Alcott began to talk in a toneless voice.


"I didn't mean to shoot you. I meant to shoot Mick, and you stepped in front of me. I bought the gun and the silencer after Anne left me. I couldn't make up my mind to use them. I was afraid of murder. And then, when I knew Mick wasn't ever going to get what was coming to him from Jane, I..."


He rolled his head, coughing over the smoke. Clive said, 'Take your time."


"I sat in my car that night, alone, outside the Skyway Club. I was thinking about Anne, and about Mick there, playing with another woman. I was thinking about the money, too. He married Jane for her moneyâ��money that should have been mine. I'm the son! What right did Jane have to my money, the bitch? My money, going to a bastard like Mick, who was cheating on her in public with a night-club slut and she wouldn't believe it!


"I got my gun and went around into the alley. It was raining and there was nobody around. I knew Mick went back to her dressing room a lot. I looked through the window and I saw him sitting on the couch, right in front of me. I wanted to blow his head off, so he couldn't take the money that belonged to me, or the woman that belonged to me, any more."


He stopped. He was beginning to shudder in regular spasms.


Clive said, "So you fired at Mick, and I stepped in front of you."


"Yes. And then I was scared. I could have killed Mick then, but I was scared. I thought you were dead, and I never knew before what it would feel like to kill a man. I'd been drinking in the car and I got sick. I knew somebody would be coming out. I ran down the alley and got in my car and drove away. I stopped once on the way home. I was sick. I was home all the rest of the night, in bed."


Clive studied him for a long time without speaking.


"Alcott," he said at last, "I think perhaps you've forgotten something. I think you haven't told me what you did between the time you drove away from the Skyway Club and the time you went to bed."


Alcott's body grew slowly rigid. "I told you..."


"I think after you ran away you took a few more drinks to settle your nerves, and you got to thinking. Maybe the second time wouldn't be so bad. And you began to see how you could take care of Mick so that you yourself wouldn't be suspected. You decided you were really a pretty big guy. I'd socked you one, and you'd paid me out, and as far as you could see you were safe. Be nice to do the same thing for Mick...


"I'm not sure about the key. Maybe you'd had the idea in the back of your head for a long time. Maybe you got it from Laurel's dressing room, or maybe you stole it from Mick. Anyway, you had a key to her apartment. You went up there..."


"No. Clive, I swear to Godâ��no!"


"Did you hire it done, then? Was that your strong-arm boy that clipped me?"


Alcott drew a long breath. "Clive," he said very slowly, "I didn't kill her. I didn't kill anyone, then or later." His eyes met Clive's, held them fairly. He whispered, "I wish I had, though. I wish to Christ I had!"


Clive stood up. The plain-clothes man said, "He's passed out." Clive seemed not to hear him. He looked down at Alcott, somberly abstracted. The plain-clothes man lighted a cigarette, watching him curiously.


Presently Clive gave his shoulders a hitch and turned around, bending over the gun. He found a pencil, and hooked it carefully through the trigger guard.


The plain-clothes man nodded at Alcott. "Funny thing. Guys like that, you don't really have to do anything. Just talking scares the bejesus out of 'em."


Clive grunted. "You should see him tackle a woman. Hell on wheels. Throw some water on him."


The plain-clothes man picked up Clive's wet handkerchief and went to work. Alcott came to, and Clive spoke to him.


"Listen, and get this through your head. I have this gun. I will get the bullet. Junior here is a witness to your confession, so don't think you're getting away with anything."


The plain-clothes man had a funny look on his face. Alcott began to struggle onto his knees.


"You're no good to this case," Clive said, "and you'll be a lot of harm to Jane if the papers get hold of you. I'm the only one that got hurt and I'm willing to forget itâ��on condition."


"Condition?"


"Yeah. Try and behave like a human being around Jane, and as soon as you can after this is over take yourself and your dirty tongue away somewhere and stay a while. A long while. Get it?"


"Yes," Alcott whispered. "Yes. I got it." His face was only a pale gleam in the darkness, unreadable. He balanced on his knees and then tried standing. Clive watched impassively.


"Don't talk to Jane. Don't talk to anybody. And remember the jail is yawning for you if your foot slips."


Alcott didn't say anything. He lurched away across the gravel path.


The plain-clothes man said, "Well..."


Clive's brows went up. "What's the matter, Junior? Conscience got an ache?"


"Well, he's gotta connection with this case..."


"Sure. He can make it a little tougher on Mick's wife, but that's all. I'm the injured party, and I'm not doing anything about it. So where does your conscience get off?"


"Well..."


Clive pulled out his wallet. He handed the man a couple of bills. "That's no bribe, Junior. That's a poultice for the ache."


Junior whistled. "I could poultice a lot of aches with that. But if Gaines starts asking questions . .."


"Why should he? As far as he knows Alcott never left the house. Why confuse the poor lug by telling him?"


The plain-clothes man shrugged. "Okay. I'm just a hired hand, anyhow. Let's go."


They went. When Clive drove onto Wilshire, Alcott's car had already started creeping back toward home.


Clive went up to Homicide to see Gaines. Korsky was with him in his dingy cubicle, sitting back-to-front on a scarred chair and smoking a cheap cigar.


Gaines glanced up from behind a littered desk. "Decided to give yourself up?"


"My God," said Clive. "What a comedian." He sat down uninvited and began to add more smoke to what was already rolling under the ceiling. Gaines went on making a cigarette. It was hot. Korsky examined Clive with bright, hard eyes.


Clive told about the letters. There was not much point in keeping them quiet any more, and the police laboratory had a better chance of finding out things about them than he did.


When he was finished Gaines said, "We been checking on Kenneth Farrar. Want to hear about it?"


"Yeah."


"Shoot, Korsky." Gaines became absorbed in the actions of a fly walking across the ceiling.


Korsky talked without taking the cigar out of his mouth. "He tells a straight story. He was crazy about the girl, but she couldn't see him. After the fight you picked with him he had a drink and moved on. I checked him through four or five places. He got home about a quarter to one, according to the night clerk, and he didn't go out again. The back door is locked after ten o'clock and only the clerk and the manager have keys. Besides, the clerk can see down the hall to the back stairs and the door itself makes a noise. Nobody went near it."


"Fire escape?"


"That comes down right over the back door. He'd have heard it."


Clive nodded. He showed neither surprise nor disappointment. The silence lay heavy in the airless room.


After a while Gaines said, "There were no prints but yours and Hammond's and the girl's. That doesn't help you any."


"No."


"Farrar doesn't, either."


"No."


"There isn't a lot of hope on the Beauvais angleâ��even if you weren't lying." Clive shrugged. "Probably those letters won't help any more than the rest."


"It's possible."


Gaines tilted forward in his chair and crushed out his butt. "Why," he asked softly, "should I bother with any silly damn letters? Why shouldn't I book you right now and throw the whole thing to the D.A.?"


Clive's face twitched slightly. "Because Mick didn't do it. Because I didn't do it. Because we didn't do it."


"Think of a better reason."


Korsky let his breath go with a harsh little rasp. "I can think of a better one. Eddie didn't realize how silly he was going to look, saying he was dumped on his pratt in the kitchen. So now he's got to find a fall guy to save that ugly mug of his."


Clive said, with no particular emphasis, "I can top that."


A curious tautness came over Gaines. "Yeah?"


Clive nodded.


"Well, go ahead."


"With that in the room?" Clive indicated Korsky with his thumb.


"Why not?"


"I'm sentimental, that's all. I don't want to blast the boy's bright faith in the sanctity of the Police Department." He sighed. "But we all have to grow up, don't we?" He leaned his elbows on his knees, nipping his cigarette in the general direction of the cuspidor. "You remember Joe Rappatoni?"


Slow crimson flowed up to the roots of Gaines's hair, leaving a white line around his lips. He sat perfectly still, staring into Clive's eyes. Korsky straightened up on his chair.


Gaines said, "Get out, Korsky."


Korsky started to say something, changed his mind, and went out. Gaines got to his feet, leaning over the desk. Clive stopped the words in his mouth with a quick gesture. He went noiselessly to the door and pulled it open.


Korsky caught himself on the door jamb.


Clive smiled. He kicked Korsky accurately and with force in the upper belly, pushing out straight with his heel. Korsky ran backward across the hall, fetched up hard against the opposite side, and slid down to a sitting position on the floor. He looked as though he would be there for some time.


Clive said, "I've been wanting to do that, pal." He closed the door and leaned his shoulders against it.


Gaines said harshly, "What are you trying to pull?"


"Blackmail."


"What do you think you know about Rappatoni?"


"He was a louse. If I'd been your sister I'd have shot him, too."


Gaines waited a long while. Then he said carefully, "You can't prove my sister had anything to do with that mess."


"I can make a damn good try."


The fly buzzed industriously on the ceiling.


Gaines came around the desk. "I knew you were a bastard, Clive, but I never thought you'd pull a thing like this." He cursed him obscenely. "You haven't got a thing that will stand up in court. They hanged a man for that killing."


"Sure. And Little Cuppy killed a lot of guys in his time, too. But Joe Rappatoni wasn't one of them."


Clive took his shoulders away from the door. He kept his voice low, but it was guttural with anger.


"You'd be surprised what I've got that will stand up in courtâ��against you and half the big shots in this state. I make a collection of things like that, so when some influential son of a bitch backs me into a corner I'll have a chance of getting out again. You asked for it, Gaines. Now I'm telling you. Lay off me! You think I'm bluffing, go ahead and call me. Maybe it's worth it to you to pin a bum rap on a private dick you don't like. I don't think it'll be worth it to your sister."


After a long interval Gaines turned away. He walked over to his desk and put his palms on it, flat, and said over his shoulder, "Get out."


Clive grinned, without humor. He opened the door and went out. Behind him, Gaines began to curse in a choked whisper.


Korsky still sat on the floor. His mouth was wide open. Whistling, wheezing noises came out of it.


"Try a cubeb," said Clive kindly. "Good for asthma."


The outside air felt ice cold when it hit him. His cheek muscles were twitching, and he broke four matches before he could get his cigarette going.


He laughed and started walking, toward the nearest bar.
   Chapter 11


Jonathan Ladd Jones had left a note stuck in the door of the keysmith's room, "Waiting in #4B." Clive scowled and went down the stairs again. He prowled in the dirty yellow smear of light that came from two feeble bulbs set back and front. The frayed carpeting tried to trip him, and when he touched woodwork it was greasy with the memories of ancient cooking. The place smelled of many people, many things, none of them clean.


He found the number finally and knocked. The voice of Jonathan Ladd Jones came from beyond.


"C'min, c'min, whoever you are."


He sounded very happy. Clive opened the door. The stench of the hallway was beaten back immediately by a more powerful one that had been cooped up inside. The inside odor was mostly gin. There were other thingsâ��perfume, stale smoke, musty fabric, sweat. But predominantly it was gin. Clive staggered slightly. He shut the door and propped himself against it. He shoved his hat back and stared.


"Well," he said. "Well, blow me down."


A small room with blotched plaster and stained paper on the walls. The usual articles of furniture, very old, very tired, very sad. Unshaded bulbs glared overhead. There was a lopsided armchair opposite the door, and there seemed to be several people sitting in it.


On closer inspection it turned out to be only Jonathan Ladd Jones and a blonde. She was a big, healthy blonde. She was sitting on Johnny's lap, and she covered everything but the top of his head and his shoes. Johnny wormed his face through a froth of pink chiffon ruffles and said, "Hiya, Ed." His spaniel eyes were bright and unfocused. He waved, causing liquid to slosh in the glass he held.


Clive said, "Hi," and waved back.


The blonde gave him a huge damp grin. "C'mon in. Y'pal's been keepin' ya seat warm."


"Nuh-uh," said Johnny. "Your seat, baby." He giggled. "God, my knees! You sure don't starve yourself."


The blonde smiled. "I like to give 'em their money's worth." She jerked her head up suddenly and let out a screech that made Clive jump. "Kethrin! Kethrin, here's ya boy!"


Kethrin came from an adjoining room. She wore something loose, Nile green, and pretty slinky, only she didn't have much to sunk with. Her hair was a deep maroon and her face slid away from under popped brown eyes as though it were too tired to stay put.


She held up a fresh bottle of cheap gin and said heavily, "Oh boy, now we can have a party."


Clive took a deep breath. "Now wait a minute, sister. I've got work to do." He smiled patiently. "Johnny. Johnny, dear. I sent you down here to investigate something. Remember?"


"S'what'm doin'. 'Vestigatin'." He nudged his face forward, causing interesting reactions under the pink ruffles. "Big case," he said. "Very big case."


"Yeah. I can see that. But there was a corpse, remember? A male corpse, with a broken neck."


The blonde shuddered. Johnny groaned. "F'Chrissake sit still. 'M bein' ground to a powder." He looked at Clive reproachfully. "I got what you wanted, Ed. Just ask the girls."


The blonde said, "You tell'm, Kethrin. I can't bear it." She hid her head on Johnny's shoulder.


Kethrin said, "Well..." She was standing close to Clive now. She was runty enough to make him look like a good-sized man. She held out the gin bottle.


Clive said, "No, thanks. What was it you had to tell me?"


"We could be more comfortable over there."


"I don't think so."


"I talk better when I'm comfortable."


Clive got out a five-dollar bill. "That help any?"


"Well..."


He held the bill out of reach and waited. He was wondering what the oxygen content of the air was and how long he could continue breathing. He felt green.


"I saw a man," said Kethrin.


The blonde whinnied as though Kethrin had said something very funny indeed. Johnny's feet kicked. "Stop it," he said. "You tickle."


Clive looked innocent. "A man. Any special kind?"


"Just a man."


"How, when, and what was he doing?"


"Coming upstairs. I didn't hear him until he stumbled in the hall outside. When I got the door open he was halfway to the next floor."


"Slowpoke," said the blonde viciously. "Gettin' old."


"I could be your daughter." Kethrin shrugged and added, "Hell, I could be, at that."


"About the man," said Clive.


"Oh, him. Well, he was sorta tall and he had on a black coat and a black hat jammed over his eyes. I couldn't see his face."


"Old or young?"


"He was taking the steps like he had plenty of pep, all right."


"Then what?"


"Then I went back to bed. Pretty soon I hear a hell of a racket. I look out the door and there's this old guy that makes keys lying on his belly at the foot of the stairs, with his head folded under. Other people start coming out, too, but I'm nearest so I get there first. I see he's dead, all right."


She shivered, and for a moment her face was pitiful.


"I guess maybe I scream or something. Then I look up the stair well. I don't know why. Maybe I just want to look away fromâ��him. Anyway, it's dark up there but I think I see something, a black coat maybe, moving up. Then people start coming out into the halls above, and I ain't sure I hear what I think I hearâ��the sound of the door onto the roof, opening and shutting."


She drank from the bottle. "Okay," she said, when she had her breath again. "How's about that dough?"


Clive gave it to her. "Did the keysmith usually go out as early as that?"


"Nuh-uh. But he wasn't going out. He didn't have nothing on but a shirt and underpants. Way I figure he must of headed for the can and tripped just at the head of the stairs. He was an old guy, and the carpet's full of holes."


Clive nodded. "Thanks. Okay, Johnny. We go home now."


The blonde raised her head and blinked at him. "Home?" she repeated. "Go home?"


"Uh-huh. You knowâ��home. Everybody has one. Sort of a place to go to, all your own."


The blonde looked down at Johnny. "You gotta home?"


Johnny buried his face in pink ruffles and let his head ride up and down on the heaving of them. "Home," he said, "but no mother." He wept.


"You wanna go to it?"


"Why would I wanna go home all by myself? 'M lousy company."


She crushed him tenderly to her bosom and glared at Clive, "You heard him. He dowanna go home."


Kethrin giggled. "Plenty of gin, big boy. Stick around and have some fun."


Clive smiled. "I'd love to, baby. But I'm working a case. It's tough, but we have to be brave about those things."


The blonde took a deep breath. Johnny's head rose and fell. His eyes were closed. The blonde said distinctly, "He is staying."


Clive went a little closer. "Johnny!"


Johnny smiled drowsily. "Can't come, Ed. Somep'n holdin' me down. Awful sorry."


The blonde said, "If you wanna scram, go ahead. We c'n get along without you. Can't we get along, Kethrin?"


Kethrin said they could. She said, "One from four makes more gin."


The blonde said, "See?" very hard, through her teeth. Clive got out his wallet again.


"Will this get you up, babe, or do I use my boot?"


The blonde measured Clive carefully and then laughed. "Get him!"


Kethrin sucked noisily on the bottle, considering. "He ain't so awful big," she decided, "but he's tough. Maybe you better take the dough."


The blonde picked up Johnny's head by the hair and laid it against the chair back. She rose, fishing around by her feet for an empty bottle.


She said, "I'm sorta tough myself," and raised the weapon, shaking her arm loose from the pink ruffles. It was about the size of Clive's thigh. She moved forward.


Kethrin giggled and took herself and her gin out of the way, "Oh boy," she said. "Oh boy."


The blonde let fly. Clive ducked. The bottle hit the door behind him. Johnny started and sat up.


Clive said evenly, "You come one step closer, honey, and I'll land you one square in the wind."


"You," said the blonde, "are no gentleman."


She started one from below the knee. Clive had plenty of tune to get out of the way. The only thing he hadn't figured on was the bottle he stepped on. There were a lot of bottles. The girls seemed to keep them around as mementos of happy times. There was one under his heel when he stepped back, and it nearly sat him down flat. The blonde's fist caught him on the side of the head. Clive turned over three times and hit a table, causing a crash and an explosion of splinters.


Kethrin set her bottle on the floor, clapped her hands together, and said solemnly, "Whee." Clive rolled over, shaking his head and kicking pieces of table out of his way. The blonde advanced, breathing heavily.


"Now," she roared, "he busts my furnicha!"


He waited until Clive had started repeating himself and then smiled cherubically.


Clive lay on his back and stared, fascinated. A foot in a large pink mule rose into the air and rushed down at him with the aim and authority of a pile driver.


He caught it close to his stomach and threw it away, hard The blonde sat down. Plaster ripped and fell somewhere below.


Johnny said suddenly, "He's my pal, y'unnerstan'? You can't do that to him."


Clive didn't see much sense in that remark. He succeeded in untying himself from the wreckage of the table and retrieved his hat. The blonde remained seated, blowing like a winded horse.


Johnny said, "Y'unnerstan'? You can't do that to my pal."


"Oh," said the blonde. "Oh, can't I!" She got up. Clive wouldn't have believed that she could do it that fast. She was squarely between him and the door.


He jammed his hat on and made sure his feet were free of bottles.


The blonde looked at him. She took a good long look. Then she turned suddenly on Jonathan Ladd Jones.


"All right," she said. "If that's the way you feel about it."


She picked him up by the collar and the seat of the pants and yelled, "Open that door, you horse-faced little bastard!"


Clive decided she must mean him. He opened it. Johnny shot out into the hallway, lit on all fours, rolled over, and fetched up on his back with his feet propped against the wall.


Kethrin waved.


Clive raised his hat politely and went out, fast. Behind him the door began to give out sounds like a drum being beaten rapidly and with force.


Clive whistled. "If she does that well with gin bottles, what couldn't she do pitching for the Yankees!"


Quite a few people were hanging over the banisters and out of doors, grinning. He nodded at them.


"Nice kids," he said. "Trouble is, they're a little too refined."


He got hold of Johnny's collar and dragged him bodily down the stairs. The cold air outside revived him somewhat.


"That clue was worth the five bucks, huh?"


"Oh sure! That heavy-duty tank damn near breaks my neck, but it's worth it!" Clive wrenched the car door open. "Go on. Get in."


Johnny was unabashed. When Clive had the car going, headed west again, he said, "At least you know somebody was around that didn't belong there when the old guy was killed."


"Yeah. Somebody. A man with no face. Just a black coat and hat going upstairs. Maybe. And maybe that lass with the maroon hair was so lushed that she might have seen Winston Churchill riding by on a pink barrage balloon." He grated the gears savagely. "That's the hell of this case. Nobody has a face. Nobody even has a voice. Just shadows and whispers and keys turning, and death in somebody's heart, and no way to get any of it out into the daylight."


Johnny shot a glance at him. "You had any dinner, Ed?"


Clive laughed. "Okay, mama! Just don't try and hold the spoon for me, will you?"


He had his dinner, trying not td think that he should be having it at the Skyway Club, trying not to think that he wouldn't ever be having it there again. He listened while Johnny told him what he knew about the keysmith. The man's stand had been near Fifth and Broadway, and there was no more chance of identifying one of his customers than of picking out a particular sea gull in a flock of thousands.


He brought Johnny up to date on the Hammond family and the situation with regard to Gaines. Johnny was immensely pleased with the latter. He called Gaines a number of things, none of them complimentary, and then sighed.


"Anyway, that lets both Farrar and the guy with the whisper out as shooting suspects."


Clive laid his fork down. "Farrar. I think, Johnny, we will go and have a talk with Mr. Farrar."


But they didn't. Clive took the precaution of calling, first. It was a long way to Beverly Hills, and he had to think of gas and tires. Farrar was not at his office, nor his apartment. He had come in shortly after six, changed his clothes, and gone out again. No, he hadn't said where.


Clive introduced himself and asked some questions about Farrar's alibi. The clerk was anxious to talk. He hoped to get his name in the papers. Clive didn't learn anything Korsky hadn't told him.


Going back to Hollywood, Clive said, "I'd give a lot to know what Farrar does with his spare time."


"I could tell you."


"Don't. I've heard enough smut for one day."


"Anyway, what difference does it make? He's got an alibi."


"Sure, sure. Everybody's got an alibi, except the two people that didn't do it. Farrar's clean, Beauvais is clean... Was it you that sneaked into the kitchen and slugged me, Jonathan Ladd Jones?"


"Yeah. With my Aunt Fanny's antimacassar. What do we do now?"


"Get some sleep. After that..." Clive scowled. "Farrar may not be deliberately keeping out of my way, but he isn't making it easy for me to see him."


"Would he?"


"Perhaps not. But he's no pattycake, and if he's got an alibi, why is he worried?"


"Maybe it's just coincidence."


Clive said evenly, "If one more person says 'maybe' or. 'coincidence' in my hearing once more I will boot his teeth out through the back of his neck. Anyway, I'm going to do a little research on Kenneth Farrar, unless something hotter turns up. I'll stake out on his apartment early in the morning. You take his office. We can keep in touch through the switchboard girl."


Johnny yawned. "Waste of time, Ed. I don't like Farrar any better than you do, but there's no reason to think he had anything to do with Laurâ��with what happened."


"Up to now there's been no reason to think anybody had anything to do with it. Only Laurel's dead. Besides, what do you care if I waste your time? I pay for it."


"Sure, sure." The car stopped in front of Johnny's bungalow court. He climbed out and then stuck his head back through the window. "For cripe's sake get some rest, will you? You've got a disposition like forty yards of barbed wire."


Clive grinned and went home. He let Chuck put the car to bed. Gaines had either not supplied him with another tail or he simply had not paid enough attention to notice. The hall was empty. He unlocked his door and stepped inside, thinking lovingly of sleep.


Somebody jammed a gun in the pit of his stomach and kicked the door shut all in one movement.


"Hold still," said a voice out of the darkness. A soft, slow voice with a lilt under it that comes only from having Irish blood. "Just hold right still. This rod's got a hair trigger."


Clive did as he was told. A hand ran over him with expert speed, found nothing, and went away. The gun muzzle took itself out of his stomach. There was a feeling of someone moving back.


"Turn the lights on, Mr. Clive. Then just stand still."


"I'm a high school pony," said Clive. "I stand the first time you tell me." He reached unhurriedly for the switch. "Anyway, I've been wanting to see you, Mr. Beauvais."


The lights went on.
   Chapter 12


They stood easily, looking at each other. Beauvais held his Police Special .38 as though he had forgotten he had it.


He was not the man in Laurel Dane's picture, except that he still had his big pantherish body and his swarthy good looks. But he had aged and hardened, and there was no laughter in him. His skin was pale with the bleaching of three years in the cell blocks, but it only made the brown of his eyes browner and the black of his brows and hair blacker. The lines around his mouth were like scars, cut deep.


Laurel's husband. The first man she loved, the only man she married, the man who had taken steel because of her. It didn't register. Clive thought, That wasn't Laurel. That was a redheaded kid named Sue Tanner, a girl I never met. And he never met Laurel. But they were both dead, lying in a dark drawer, not feeling the darkness or the cold. Red hair, black hair, it didn't matter. There was only silence now, and the long, long night.


Clive said, "I didn't kill her."


Beauvais moved his chin. "Sit down. I want to listen... and I don't want to hear anything but truth."


Clive walked over and sat down, not hurrying. He leaned forward with his hands lax between his knees and started to talk.


"I knew her for two years. There was nothing between us but feeling. Monday evening she told me she was afraid. Somebody had searched her apartment. She thought it was you, or someone sent by you. She asked me to help her and thenâ��withdrew the request. I stayed with her anyway. Mick Hammond, who was her friend and nothing more, went to sleep in the bedroom. She went to sleep on the couch. Somebody tried to get in the front door with a key and when I started for it somebody slugged me from behind. When I came to she was dead. Hammond was asleep. He didn't kill her. He had no reason to kill her. I've talked to Mrs. Hammond, and I know."


"Go on."


"All the rest of it's in the papers."


"Go on."


"Someone had taken the glass panel out of the back door. It had been fixed for a long time. There were no fingerprints that didn't belong there. The front doorknob and the stick were wiped clean. The front door was open, but nobody knows whether the person with the key got in or not. The man in the kitchen could have done that to divert suspicion from himself. Or he could have torn his gloves, or even taken them off while he was talking to her."


"Go on."


Clive looked up. Beauvais leaned forward, tense, his lips drawn back showing his teeth. His eyes were not quite sane.


Clive said, "What more do you want?"


"What you've been saving for the last."


"Who was he, Beauvais?"


The gun made a small, blind movement. "Tell me how he sounded, what he said, what he did. Go on."


"He called me on the phone. He didn't have a voice. He whispered. He told me to stay out of his way, that Laurel's number was up. Later, when I was lying in the kitchen, he slapped my face to bring me to. He said, 'I just wanted you to know, pal. Laurel's off her spotâ��for good.' He was still whispering. Then he laughed and hit me on the jaw and went away."


"He whispered," said Beauvais softly, and smiled. His teeth were very white, very strong, very beautiful. "He slugged you?"


"I think so."


"He killed her?"


"Don't you know?"


Beauvais ran the red tip of his tongue across his pale, tight lips He didn't seem to be in the room any more. He was looking somewhere far beyond it, and his words were no louder than his breathing.


"Yeah. Yeahâ��I know."


He turned abruptly, going noiselessly to the door.


Clive said, "Beauvais!"


The dark man whipped around. His gun came up. Clive rose.


"Wait," he said. "This isn't just your fight."


The muzzle twitched and steadied. Clive looked past it into Beauvais's eyes. "It's my debt, too," he said. "You can't pay it alone."


Silence answered him. Beauvais's right forefinger ridged, drawing in. There was sweat around his hairline.


Clive didn't move. The gun held steady. Beauvais shivered suddenly. His head went back a little, and then sideways. He let his breath out, hard. The gun hit the floor. Beauvais turned and walked toward the nearest chair, not seeing it clearly, and went heavily to his knees in front of it. He let his head and shoulders fall forward into the seat and stay there.


Clive poured a stiff jolt of whisky. He set the glass on the floor and took Beauvais by the shoulders and rolled him around. He growled at Clive and tried to push him off, but he was like a man fighting in a dream. Clive held the glass to his lips.


"It's okay," he said. "I know. Prison does things to you."


Beauvais drank, rattling his teeth against the rim. He coughed and shuddered violently, letting his head drop into his hands. He had lost his hat. His hair was like thick curled silk.


"Three years," he said hoarsely. "Three years looking at dim walls and dim faces, lying on a hard cot and listening to the silence. No sun. No talk, no music, no wine. No sky, except a little piece way at the top that got caught in the bars. Caged up, me, like a roach in a matchbox, with nothing to think about butâ��her."


The cords stood out on his black-haired wrists. His face was twisted like that of a child crying.


"I'd think about herâ��about the first year when she was mine and I didn't mind a knifing because of her. About the body and the white skin and the red hair of her, and the way her eyes could laugh. I'd think of feeding her pralines and walking with her down the Rue Royale, smelling the smell of the fever bottoms and the chicory, and then lighting candles to the Blessed Virgin in St. Louis, praying for a child. And then... I hunted her for two years, and then I went to prison. I'd look up at the little piece of sky and wonder who she was sleeping with and beat the walls because I couldn't kill them both. And the screws would come and throw me in the hole.


"It was worse down there. No light, no sound. She used to come to me. She'd stand there shining in the darkness and sing, and I could hear her but never touch her. And I'd beat the walls some more."


He held his hands out and stared at them. Clive saw the scars and two knuckles that had been broken. He poured himself a drink, got cigarettes, and came back. On the way he picked up Beauvais's gun and dropped it in his pocket.


He gave Beauvais a smoke and then said quietly, "Who was he?"


"My cell mate for eighteen months. I suppose he had a name. I never heard it. Everybody just called him the Big Fella." He got up suddenly and stood with his back to Clive. "I had to talk."


"Sure."


"I been holding that a long time. I'm French-Irish. I haven't got frozen guts like some people. I had to talk."


Clive nodded. "Forget it."


"Night sweats," Beauvais muttered, "and the jerks. I'm no easy-doer. Seven months after Big Fella got out I walked up and down that lousy cell, knowing he was looking for Sue, wondering if he'd find her, wondering if my parole would come through... When I walked out the gates the first thing I saw was Sue's picture in the Times-Picayune. It was a picture of her dead."


Nobody spoke for a minute. Then Clive said, "Tell me about this cell mate."


"Can I have another drink?"


"Help yourself."


Beauvais went over and got it. He was looking human again. "He's a big guy," he said. "Shrinks me to a flyweight when I stand beside him. He was in the rackets, strong-arm stuff, and the cops worked him over a few times. You could tell he'd been beaten around the head, and he couldn't talk above a whisper because some bull used a night stick on his Adam's apple and didn't know when to quit. He hated people, any people, but especially cops. He used to watch the screw like he wanted to take him apart barehanded. He scared hell out of three other guys they tried him out on. They were too crowded to give him a cage to himself, so they dumped him on me."


Beauvais started pacing restively. "Funny thing. Big Fella kind of took to me. Maybe he figured I had troubles, too. He never talked much, but he'd sit there mooning at me like a dog and listen when I'd start screaming about Sue. At night when I'd have the sweats and the bad dreams he'd gentle me down, so as to keep the guards off my back. He . .." Beauvais broke off, cursing, and ground out his cigarette.


"Did you send him to kill her?"


"No," said Beauvais shortly. "He wanted to find her for me. I was happy about that. I'd been paying guys to look for her, until they sent me up. After that it took all my dough to get me out again."


"What were you going to do when you found her, Beauvais?"


Beauvais sucked his breath in harshly between his teeth. "I don't know. I don't know. Something. Beat her, make her suffer, make her know I'm the man she married. Take her back to the Vieux Carre to stop the mouths that were laughing at me, and then fix her so there won't be any more men. I don't know. Something, maybe. Maybe nothing. I don't know."


He raised his head. "But she was mine! Nobody else had a right to touch her! Jesus Christâ��to wait and wait and then find she's dead...!"


"This Big Fellaâ��he was pretty fond of you?"


"I told you. He used to mop the sweat off me when I had a bad night, like I was his kid or something. He got the hole for three weeks once because a guy picked a fight with me in the yard and Big Fella took him on. He liked me. Yeah." He looked as though the words tasted bitter in his mouth.


Clive said, "Maybe he thought he'd be doing you a favor to put Laurelâ��herâ��where you wouldn't have to worry about her."


"Yeah. Maybe."


"You know where to find him?"


"He told me he had a cousin in Santa Monica, a dame. It was the only place he had to go for money to get started again."


"You know her address?"


"Yeah."


Clive picked up his hat. "Wait till I see if the hall's clear."


Beauvais said, "Wait a minute." He came up to Clive and took him by the shoulder and turned him around.


Clive said, "Take your goddam paws off."


Beauvais relaxed his grip, slowly. "You were in love with each other."


Clive said nothing.


Beauvais sounded almost lazy. "Did you sleep with her, little man?"


Clive hit him.


Beauvais went over onto his shoulder blades. He got halfway up, fumbling at the cuff of his left sleeve, and Clive hit him again. He moved fast, and he hit with his whole body. Beauvais fell down again. Clive stood over nun, but it was a long time before Beauvais stirred.


"God," he said. He put his hand up to his mouth and stared at the blood on his fingers. "God, what a wallop!" He threw his head back suddenly and roared, deep, healthy Irish laughter. "And me thinking all the time I could break you in my two hands!"


Clive turned away.


Beauvais got up, mopping his face carefully with a thin linen handkerchief. "I shouldn't have asked that."


Clive's mouth twitched. "The answer's no. I knew us both too well. I didn't want to make the mistake you did."


There was silence. Beauvais put his stained handkerchief in his pocket and got his hat.


"Okay, Tarzan," he said. "Let's go."


Clive switched off the lights. He didn't offer to give Beauvais back his gun.


There was no one in the hall, or on the back stairs. Clive got the car out and backed it down the drive, with Beauvais slumped low in the front seat. Nobody saw them. Three or four cars followed them down to the Boulevard. Clive went along Highland to Santa Monica Boulevard, and turned west.


After a while he said, "I think we have a chaperon."


Beauvais chuckled. "You're kinda hot, too, huh?"


"No," said Clive acidly. "Gaines just loves me too much. He worries about the people I play with."


"Shake him."


Clive did some fancy maneuvering. Either he lost the trailing car or the driver was a very smart man. Clive couldn't be sure, because shortly afterward they hit the military dimout zone and a pea-soup fog on the edge of Santa Monica, and it was impossible to tell whether any of the half-dozen cars crawling after them under parking lights were following them.


"You did a neat job of cop-dodging, Beauvais. They've had an order out for you since Tuesday. How'd you get here, and so quick?"


Beauvais shrugged. "I already had a ticket on the plane to L.A., under another name. I knew Big Fella was out here. I had a hunch he might have picked up her trail some way, and I wanted to see him. I got through the airport just before the flatties were set to catch me. Then I had to hang around out of sight until I could get you alone. I had to be sure . .."


The way he said that made Clive's stomach quiver slightly. "How'd you get into my apartment?"


"The bunkie I had before Big Fella was an expert on locks. He taught me to open anything with hinges on it."


"Education," said Clive, "is a wonderful thing."


They found the house finally, with no help from the fog or the dimout. They walked up a streak of broken cement between spreads of lawn that were about half wire grass and half native hardpan. Overgrown poinsettias rattled stiffly against the front wall, which was frame painted some indeterminate color, and not recently. The cold salt sweat lay on everything, eating, rotting, corroding.


Beauvais knocked.


Clive looked back down the street. He could see nothing that looked like a tail, but, considering visibility, that didn't mean a thing. He settled his shoulders uneasily.


A peephole in the door opened, shooting a little spear of light across Beauvais's jaw. A man's heavy voice said, "Yeah?"


"You John Kelleher?"


"Who's askin'?"


"I am. I want to talk to your wife."


"Oh, you do?" It was a voice that belonged with a thick neck and big red fists with scars on the knuckles. "I'm particular who talks to my wife."


Clive said quietly, "Just a moment, Mr. Kelleher." He dug something out of his pocket and pushed past Beauvais, holding his hand close to the light.


Kelleher grunted. "I shoulda known."


"Police business," said Clive, putting the badge away. It was a perfectly good, perfectly legal police badge. The plain-clothes man who lost it never could understand how it happened. "We just want to ask a few questions. Open up."


The peephole closed. Clive muttered to Beauvais, "For Chrissake, take it easy!"


Kelleher matched his voice. He wore khaki pants and an undershirt that smelled of hard work. There were freckles and a fuzz of red hair across his beefy shoulders.


"Come in," he said.


The living room was small, furnished out of a time-payment store and the five-and-ten. But it was swept and polished and dusted, and the only untidiness was Kelleher's dirty shirt hanging over a chair arm and a drift of papers on the floor beside it.


Clive removed his hat. "Mrs. Kelleher?"


She was over by the phony fireplace, standing very straight with her bony hands locked at her waist. Her faded house-dress still had cheerful flowers in it, and it was fresh. Her graying hair was cut short and the wave was homemade, but it glistened with brushing. Her eyes were blue, very wide, very frightened.


Beauvais said roughly, "Where is he? Where's your cousin?"


Kelleher shoved by the two men. He put his arm around his wife and said, "My wife ain't done nothin'. She ain't responsible for nothin'. And if you start bullyin' her, cop or no cop, I'll fix your wagon, so help me God."


Clive smiled, a pleasant and friendly smile. "There'll be no bullying." He said that as much to Beauvais as to Kelleher. "There are some questions we'd like to ask your cousin, Mrs. Kelleher, and we hoped you could tell us where to find him."


Her eyelids flickered down. "John," she whispered, "please put your shut on." Kelleher went slowly to get it, not taking his eyes off the two men. The woman said, "I don't know where he is. Has he done something?"


"That's what we want to find out. He doesn't live here?"


"No. I don't know where he lives. He wouldn't tell me."


Beauvais said, "But he comes here. You give him money."


She parted her fingers and knotted them again in a different sequence. Kelleher came back to her, buttoning his shut. He left the tails outside.


"I'm frightened of him," she said. "I haven't the money to give him, but he..." She made a vague gesture and went on rapidly, "He wasn't always like that, you see. I knew him when he was a little boy. He's been hurt. He doesn't look at things like he used to. I..."


"I understand." dive's voice was gentle. "Can't you give us any clue to where we might find him?"


She shook her head. "He was here this afternoon. He wanted fifty dollars. I told him I couldn't give it to him. He said he had to have it, that he was going away and wouldn't bother me any more. When I said there wasn't any way I could get fifty dollars he was angry. I thought he was going to make trouble, but he went away."


Kelleher snarled, "I've wanted to make trouble for that son of a bitch myself, but the old woman wouldn't let me."


"I was afraid, John. Heâ��isn't right." She moved toward Clive. "Please, don't let him know I've told you anything. Don't let him hurt us."


"He isn't going to hurt anybody, Mrs. Kelleher. Not any more. But we've got to find him. Surely he must have dropped some hint. Please try to think!"


Mrs. Kelleher walked jerkily, halfway across the room and back.


"He coughed a lot. His throat was hurt, you know. He said once that this beach air was killing him."


"There's a lot of beach, Mrs. Kelleher."


"But he didn't tell me anything more!"


Clive grabbed Beauvais's arm and stopped him from doing whatever he'd been going to do. "Please, think hard."


"I am... . Once when he came in I was writing down the grocery list. I asked him for some paper, and he gave me an old garage bill. I thought that was funny because he doesn't have a car. When I mentioned it he said it was just something he picked up, and then he snatched it away from me and stuffed it back in his pocket. But I'd already seen the name and address on it." She paused, frowning. "That's what I couldn't understand. Why he should mind, I mean. The bill was months old, and it wasn't his name."


Clive said carefully, "Do you remember the address?"


"I didn't pay much attention. It was a Jewish name, I know."


"Take your time, Mrs. Kelleher. It probably doesn't matter, but I'd like to check on it."


She paced up and down, her face screwed up in an agony of concentration. No one else moved or spoke.


"Venice," she said suddenly. "That was it. Venice. Avenue..." She stopped. Clive held his breath. She shut her eyes and made writing motions on the air. "Thirty-seven. Avenue Thirty-seven. I don't know the house."


Clive relaxed. "Thank you, Mrs. Kelleherâ��Mr. Kelleher. Sorry to have had to bother you. And don't worry about trouble. We'll take care of that. Come on, Beauvais."


Beauvais said, "It wasn't his bill. What difference..."


"Come on!"


Beauvais hesitated, and then went. Kelleher closed the door behind them with unnecessary emphasis. The street was just as it had been, dark and cold and full of fog. Clive coaxed the motor back to life.


"You damn fool!" he said. "Why do you suppose he'd care if she saw somebody else's garage bill unless it meant something to him? He said he picked it up. Okay. He found it in a closet or somewhere in the house where he's living. The tenant may be different, but the address is the same."


Beauvais gave a surly grunt. "Know where the street is?"


Clive laughed. "I think so. I lived most of my childhood one block over, on Thirty-eight."


"He may have left town already."


"Maybe. But he's broke. I think he'll wait a while before he tries rolling anybody. If he caught a rumble on it he'd be in hot water. That trick voice of his has its drawbacks."


"Okay. Get going."


They didn't talk, driving south along the coast. They left Windward and the Venice Pier behind them, taking the new asphalt road where the car tracks used to be. Clive remembered the little red trolley bucketing back and forth down the long line of telephone poles to Del Rey, making a noise like the New York El. He'd always ridden up front where you got the full effect of the bouncing, and could watch the dogs scatter off the tracks ahead.


Past the hill on Thirty-five where he'd chipped the cartilage in his knee skating, and then the place where he had seen his first corpseâ��a drowned woman brought out of the sea. He slowed down, risking his spotlight in brief flashes. The curb was solid along the beach side to the right. At the left narrow asphalt roads dropped down the hill to the flats. Thirty-six, Thirty-seven. One more block and you're home. Hot gingerbread and milk after school. Only home isn't there any more. They pulled it down to make way for a derrick, and there hasn't been anyone to bake gingerbread for a long time now.


Clive turned left off the highway, let the car drift its own length down the hill, and then set the hand brake, leaving the gear in reverse. He chuckled suddenly.


"I used to coast my bike down this hill. There's a right-angle turn at the bottom. I used to be able to take it with my hands in my pockets."


"No kidding!" said Beauvais. "That's swell."


"Yeah. It was."


They got out. The sea was very close, lashing the beach with big thundering waves and then backing off with a slow hiss. It didn't sound any different. It smelled the same, too, except that now there was a heavy pungence of oil and sump-water under the clean salt. Once there hadn't been anything but sand and the sunburned houses and the wind off the water. Now there were derricks, thick as flies on a dead dog. The vacant spaces that used to be covered with tough little wild flowers in the spring had scars like malignant ringworms where the sumps had stained them, littered with bones from old rigs and chunks of broken concrete.


Clive rubbed his hand over his face. It felt slippery with the fog-damp on it. Somewhere to his right a well rig choked and sighed like an old man going upstairs.


"All the houses are across the highway, toward the beach," he said. "You stay out of sight. There might be another big guy living here, and I wouldn't want you blowing the wrong head off."


Beauvais said, "I'll take my gun back."


Clive reached in and got his own .38 from under the dash, and then handed Beauvais his gun. Beauvais was standing very close to him, a paler shadow against the night.


"I'm cutting you in on this because I guess you got a right."


"I bought it, pal. With a crack on the head."


"Yeah. Only don't get in front of my gun."


Clive's mouth was ugly. "Don't take on too much to worry about." He went away, scrunching sand under his feet.


They crossed the highway, stumbling over the curb, and split up. A dog began to bark furiously. Clive climbed ghostly steps and knocked on the first door. A thin young man in dirty denim pants and a faded T-shirt stuck his head out. There was a radio playing loudly.


Clive said, "I'm looking for a man who lives on this street. A very big man who talks in a whisper. Know him?"


"Sure. He lives down by the canal. Tried to get my kids to come inside his shack the other day. I ain't lettin' 'em play down there no more." He studied Clive. "Law?"


Clive moved his head closer. The blaring radio covered his voice. "Got a phone?"


"Nuh-uh. But there's one across the street."


"Okay. Give me a couple of minutes and then go over and call the cops. Tell 'em where to go, and tell 'em to make it fast. Got it?"


The young man nearly lost his grip on the cigarette in his mouth. "Jeez! Sure. Yeah, I got it."


Clive started away.


"Hey. The houseâ��"


"I know the house. Thanks." Clive vanished into the fog. Beauvais drifted up, guided by the grating footsteps.


"Well?"


"He's down by the canal. There's one shack all alone in a flock of oil wells, nice and private. I'd almost forgotten it was there."


"Canal?"


Clive felt for the curb with his foot. A car crept by, pushing a dim globe of light ahead of it.


"Yes," he said. "Part of the old 'Venice of the Pacific' build-up, when the development was going to be something special. There's a whole system of them. They get water from an ocean inlet down at Del Rey. We kids used to spend most of our time down there, fishing and swimming."


You wouldn't want to swim there now. The banks are black with seeping oil, and the water's black, too, and it stinks. There aren't any fish in it now.


They went back down the hill, past the heave and groan of the well, groping their way in the blind dark. A zone of silence and a feeling of space, and then Clive heard the rhythmic creak of a walking beam and a motor that sounded different from the first. He found Beauvais's arm and pressed it. There was light seeping through the fog, a dirty yellow stain on gray-black wool.


Beauvais laughed without mirth and started forward. Clive held him. He was standing with his head raised, listening. Beauvais jerked away.


"Getting chicken?"


Clive didn't answer that. He stood a moment longer, but all he could hear was the rig and the sound of water slipping in from the sea, going with a furtive rush under the lock a hundred feet away. He shrugged irritably.


"I've got an itch between my shoulders that says we didn't shake our tail. Don't ask me why. It's just a feeling I get."


He followed Beauvais, taking the gun out of his pocket, and walked beside him up three rotting wooden steps. Beauvais hit the door with his doubled fist.


Clive waited, not conscious of any excitement, not conscious of anything but the slow footsteps moving toward them over a warped and sagging floor. The old woman with the cats used to live here, he thought. Seventeen cats, and she nailed herself in at night. Mick and I used to play with the kittens.


Beauvais stood close to the door. The gun in his hand caught a dull glint from the light. His voice was tender, the kind of an Irish voice that sings about Molly and the Rose of Tralee.


"Big Fella. It's me, Di. Dion Beauvais."


Silence. Long and heavy, choked with fog and the smell of the black sea water. Clive shifted his weight forward.


Beauvais said, "It's okay, Big Fella. You did me a favor. I just want to say Thanks.' "


A rusty bolt pulled through its ring. A yellow glow fanned out, pushing past the man that filled nearly all the space in the door frame. Beauvais was smiling. He might have been greeting his bride.


Moving very fast, Clive brought his gun barrel down across Beauvais's wrist.
   Chapter 13


The bullet hit the rotten step and kept going. The gun fell out of Beauvais's hand almost onto the hole. The mist snared the noise of the shot, wrapped it up, and threw it away far out in the empty night. Clive kicked the gun off toward the canal and dropped back down the stairs.


"Hold it," he said. "Just take it easy."


Beauvais held his wrist in his left hand and cursed in a flat, venomous whisper. His fingers were out of sight under his cuff. The man in the doorway had not moved or spoken.


"Ease that shiv out, Frenchy, and let it drop. Try anything and I'll blow your hand off."


Beauvais stood absolutely still. His eyes burned. The big man faded backward, just the shadow of a movement.


Clive said, "All I want from either of you is talk. I can shoot you both in the belly and still have all the time I need."


They stood, the two of themâ��not stirring, not breathing, staring down at Clive. He waited. Beauvais let the knife slide out from under his sleeve.


"Kick it," said Clive. "Hard." Beauvais kicked it. "Now, both of you. Raise your hands slowly and clasp them behind your heads. Yeah. That's right. Now sit down. Keep your hands where they are."


Beauvais said, "There isn't room."


"Make room."


Beauvais sat, bending at the knees like a panther bellying down under the whip. Big Fella got down beside him. He wore loose slippers and dark pants and a heavy sweater. His hair was cropped close to the scalp, curling tightly. His face was heavy, sullen, and without expression, the flesh scarred and lumpy. He was big. He made Beauvais look like a growing boy.


Clive said, "We'll have some law here any minute now. So just relax."


"You duty double-crossing bastard," whispered Beauvais. "You goddam..."


"Di." Big Fella turned his head. "Di, listen."


Clive knew that voice. His guts knotted inside him.


Beauvais snarled, "Shut up."


"You tried to shoot me, Di. You hadn't ought to done that, not without lettin' me tell you."


"Shut up!" Beauvais's head jerked back and forth and his feet kicked.


"But I didn't kill her, Di. Hear me? I didn't kill her."


A peculiar stillness settled on the three of them.


Beauvais looked around, moving nothing but his head. "You're lying."


"No. No, I ain't."


"God damn you, you're lying!"


"Listen, Di." The big man's manner was as gentle and patient as a woman's with a sick child. "Back there in the cell I used to watch you sweat, thinkin' about this dame. You used to talk about her when you was asleep, and cry and yell till I'd stuff the blanket in your mouth to keep the screw from hearin'. It got so I didn't like seein' you sweat over this no-good bitch. I says to myself, he'll never stop thinkin' about her while she's alive. He'll kill himself, thinkin' about her. So I says to myself, I'll find her and put her down for good, so he can forget her and maybe sleep nights again."


"She was mine," Beauvais said. "Nobody else had a right to touch her."


"Sure. But they'd of shagged you, Di. You couldn't never have made it. The Johns would of sent you up to the gas-box without even askin' you if you was guilty. But meâ��hell, they don't know I'm alive."


Beauvais sat still, his dark eyes wide and queer. There was no hint of a siren. Clive heard muffled thunder, and realized that it was the beat of his own blood in his ears.


Beauvais said, "Go on."


"I bummed around a long time after I got out, but I couldn't get no line on the dame. Finally I had to come out here to get dough from my cousin, and right away I walk down a street and see a picture of this black-haired broad in front of a joint where she sings. It looks like the picture you carry, Di, but she's different with her hair black. I got to be sure. So I hang around and find out where she lives, and then I pull a job in the apartment house. I take five or six places, so she won't worry about it, and I find your picture, Di, and the marriage license."


Big Fella's painful whisper was coming faster now. "I fix up the door so I can get in any time. I know I got to hurry because pretty soon you'll be out and you won't maybe have a good alibi. I go up there several times, but there's always some hitch. People hangin' around, a party across the back porch. Then this guyâ��" he jerked his head toward Cliveâ��"gets back in town, and it's walkin' out time for you, and I know I got to do this job that night if she's got the whole Marine Corps in her room. So I go up there."


Clive was tensed forward. Sweat mixed with the fog-rime on his face. He wasn't listening for the siren any more. He was hearing Laurel's drowsy voice saying, I'm glad you're here. Ed. I'm so glad you're here.


"It looks like a cinch. The gimp goes to sleep. She goes to sleep. And then this guyâ��" Big Fella laughed, a strange little sound with no mirth to itâ��"he goes to sleep, too. Easy, like knockin' down a butterfly. I start out of the kitchen. Somebody's tryin' a key in the front door, but it's bolted and the girl don't wake up, and pretty soon they go away. And then this Hammond guy comes out of the bedroom...."


Clive took one step toward him. He said, "You're lying."


Big Fella laughed. "Sure, pal. Prove it. Let the Johns prove it."


Dion Beauvais said, "Go on."


"Hammond looks around. He thinks it's funny his pal ain't there. He calls a couple times and even looks into the kitchen, but he don't see nothin' but darkness. He decides maybe his pal went out for a beer. Anyway, he's happy 'cause now he don't have to slug him like he was goin' to. He picks up his stick off the table and shakes the girl awake. She looks at him and all of a sudden she gets scared and tries to run. And he hits her in the back of the head with the stick. He makes sure she's dead. Then he wipes off the stick with his handkerchief and lays it down and goes over and opens the front door. Nobody's around. He wipes off both knobs and the bolt and closes it again, leavin' the bolt off. Then he goes back to bed again, all fixed up." He gave a brutal chuckle. "We're all fixed up. Him and the girl and me and my pal here. I wake him up to tell him the good news and put him to sleep again. Easy. He's a tough guy. He don't scare. But he handles easy."


He kicked off his slippers, one after the other like machine-gun bullets, into Clive's face. Clive fired twice by sheer instinctive reflex at the sound of their bodies tumbling off the steps. Beauvais yelled. There was a sort of animal grunt from the big man, and then there was no sound at all, no movement, no sight of anything in the smear of light by the doorway.


Clive faded sideways into the dark. He hadn't forgotten Beauvais's armament lying somewhere on the sand. You could find things again, and Beauvais hadn't sounded like a man ready for the cooling board when he yelled.


He crouched, listening, shaken with anger so cold and overpowering that it caused a physical nausea. There was still no siren. He crawled forward, slowly.


Sand came flying out of the night. It hit him squarely in the eyes, and he was as blind as Samson. Somebody's feet scruffed, running fast. He snapped a shot at the noise, shaking his head and blinking. The fine grains scoured his eyeballs and set the tears flowing.


Somebody came up behind him. Clive turned to fire, and somebody dived in low and knocked him backward. He twisted and clawed, trying to find something to shove his gun against and pull the trigger. A hand caught his wrist and pushed it up, and Beauvais yelled, "Hit him! Hit him!"


Clive swung a left-handed haymaker at the sound of Beauvais's voice. It connected. Something broke under his knuckles. The weight shifted on his legs and Beauvais cried out harshly. He didn't let go of Clive's wrist. Clive doubled his knees up into his chest and let go.


He got both heels under Beauvais's jaw. Beauvais rose up and fell backward. The force of the kick turned Clive clear over. His wrist tore loose from Beauvais's grip, and he was still hanging onto his gun. He was halfway to his feet when the edge of Big Fella's hand took him across the back of the neck like a poleax.


Clive fell on his face. Big Fella stooped over and took his gun and then kicked him in the side, not especially hard.


"Easy," he said. "Tough, but he handles easy."


He stood still a moment, listening. Beauvais was on his knees, slobbering blood through his fingers.


Big Fella said suddenly, "I hurt. God damn you, you burned me."


He leaned over and hit Clive twice under the ears, like a child in a tantrum. Clive's body jerked. He moaned slightly. Big Fella hooked his hand in Clive's collar and dragged him over to the steps, throwing him down on them like a sack of wheat. He went back to Beauvais.


"Di. Did he hurt you, Di?"


Clive got his eyes open. There was sand in them, and more of it in his mouth. He got his hands under him with great effort and pushed up, and then twisted his hips so that he was sitting on the stairs instead of lying on them. Presently he could see, not very clearlyâ��a couple of dim shapes in the dirty yellow fan of light.


Big Fella had one hand pressed to his side. The other one held Clive's revolver. Beauvais got up off his knees, unsteadily, holding his jaw together with his hands.


He said thickly, "I'm okay. You get him?"


"Yeah."


"What took you so long?"


"He burned me. He had me down for a minute."


Beauvais took his hands away slowly from his face. His lips were mashed. He had bled over his chin and down his shirt.


He said hoarsely, "Were you lying about not killing her?"


"I didn't, Di. I swear to God I didn't."


"Give me that gun."


Big Fella held it out. Beauvais took it. He stepped in close and shoved the muzzle into the big man's stomach.


Big Fella's hands stayed limp at his sides. "I'm tellin' you, Di," he said simply. "I didn't kill her. I was there, but I didn't kill her."


Beauvais stared up into his eyes. Clive tried twice to get up and bruised himself falling back again. He thought, Mom always told me it was too lonesome to play down here. She always said I'd get hurt.


Beauvais shuddered and let the gun drop. "And I almost killed you. You got a long record in this state. You might have got the book for the apartment job alone, but you did it anyhow."


"Sure." Big Fella coughed, rubbing his throat. "Sure, Di."


Beauvais made a sound that was almost a sob. He whirled toward Clive.


"We'll go, Big Fella. We'll take his car. But I got something to do first." He raised the gun.


Big Fella knocked it aside. "There ain't no rush, Di. He was kiddin' about cops. The bull house ain't more'n a mile away. They'd of been here a long time ago if they was comin' at all."


He moved forward, stumbled, and looked stupidly at his feet. There was nothing under them. He shook his head and went on. His eyes were little curved gashes in his face, glittering and colorless as window glass seen through slits in a curtain.


"Plenty time," he whispered. His face screwed up. "I hurt, Di. He burned me, and I hurt."


Beauvais raised the gun again. "We'll hurry and get a doctor."


"No. I done all the time I'm goin' to. Ain't easy findin' a croaker that won't spill his guts. I'll heal up without one. I done it before. Only I'm takin' this guy first."


Beauvais ran his tongue over the crusted blood on his lips and laughed. He took his finger off the trigger and laid it along the barrel.


dive's face tightened. He pushed his shoulders forward, clawing at the bottom tread. His skin was greasy with sweat.


Big Fella walked slowly, ahead of Beauvais. Clive got up off the steps. Big Fella put his hands out, in a clumsy sort of way. He was smiling. Clive tried to go past him to get at Beauvais. Big Fella's fists moved so fast they blurred. Clive went back and cracked his head on the doorsill.


The pain jarred some of the numbness out of the nerve centers along his spine, and it made him mad. He rolled over, making his feet come in under him. Big Fella laughed.


"Get him, Di. He's tough. He don't stay down."


Clive turned and threw himself into the big man's knees.


Big Fella's hands slid along his back, just too late. The two of them overbalanced and fell. Clive let go. Big Fella's knee hit him in the chest. Clive coughed his breath out and twisted sideways, aiming in a low kick.


It never landed. Beauvais came in and laid the flat of the gun along Clive's temple. Clive dropped heavily. Beauvais kicked him. He held his broken jaw in his left hand and tried to boot Clive's face in. Clive covered up, but it hurt. He tried to stand, and Big Fella hit him across the buttocks, knocking him flat.


Clive rolled over on his hip and swung his legs in a circle. They took Beauvais below the knee and staggered him, and before Big Fella could do anything about it Clive had grabbed Beauvais's ankle and brought him down. Beauvais screamed, protecting his jaw. Clive kneed him in the stomach. They rolled. Clive tried to get Beauvais's face, but all he hit was a couple of muscular forearms. He got hold of Beauvais's right hand and tried to pry the gun out of it.


Big Fella caught Clive around the neck from behind. Clive let go of Beauvais. He reared backward and pushed himself up, trying to get his heel in the big man's crotch. Big Fella turned his hip. He hit Clive in the kidneys, tightened his elbow lock not quite hard enough to snap dive's neck, and then loosed him, stepping back.


Clive staggered and turned around and took both of Big Fella's fists under the jaw. He fell down. After a while he tried to get up again.


Big Fella said pleasantly, "You hadn't ought to work so hard, pal. You'll wear yourself out."


Clive snarled. He could see nothing but lights where there were no lights. Big Fella waited until he was on his hands and knees and then kicked him in the stomach. He watched patiently while Clive threw up his dinner and then kicked him three or four times more, not hurrying, choosing his spots.


Clive retched and sobbed and pushed himself away from the sand, two or three inches.


"Hard boy," said Big Fella. "Very tough. But you handle, brother."


Beauvais said, "Turn him over."


Big Fella lifted Clive like a cat lifting a kitten and rolled him on his back. Clive hit him twice in the face. Big Fella laughed. "Get the pansy," he said. "Pattin' my cheek." He laid Clive across his knee, holding his head back by the hair, and took both wrists in his right hand.


Beauvais said, "Clive."


Clive looked up, not as though he saw anything clearly. His lips pulled back from his teeth.


Beauvais called him three names in a voice as soft as a lover's touch and hit him left and right across the mouth with the barrel of the .38.


"That's for the two you gave me."


Blood ran down Clive's throat. He started to strangle. Big Fella let him drop in the sand.


"Let's go," he said. "I hurt. I wanta go somewheres and lay down."


"Sure," said Beauvais. "Sure. We'll just haul him over to the canal and throw him in. He'll like that. He used to swim there when he was a kid."


Big Fella chuckled. He nudged Clive's jaw with his boot. "Hear that, pally? We're goin' for a swim."


Clive let his breath out harshly and jerked as though he might still be trying to get up. Big Fella laughed, grabbing a handful of his coat collar. He dragged him away toward the black water sliding in under the fog.


A horn began to scream frantically, up on the highway. Big Fella stopped. His mouth twisted. He let go of Clive and put both hands to his side. "For Chrissake, what's that?"


Clive's face touched something hard, lying on the sand.


Beauvais stood listening. The horn blew and blew. Clive heard it dimly. It didn't mean anything. The hard object under his cheek was cold. There was something familiar about it.


"The goddam fools!" said Beauvais. "They'll have somebody down here. Kick him in and let's go."


Big Fella lifted him by the collar again, and Clive saw the shape of the hard thing, black against the paler sand.


A gun.


His hands trailed past it as Big Fella walked. He picked it up, with infantile clumsiness. He could smell the water, cold, heavy with salt and oil. He was afraid of the water.


The horn stopped blowing.


Big Fella stumbled, and Beauvais said, "Hurry up."


Using both hands, Clive raised the gun and fired it into the gray thickness of Beauvais's body. Beauvais did nothing for a moment, except to tip sideways a little with the force of the bullet. Then he folded up at the joints and pitched down.


Big Fella stopped. He let Clive fall and stood staring at Beauvais.


"Di. Di, what happened?"


Beauvais moaned. Big Fella bent over him. Clive tried to pull his gun hand out from under him. He wanted to shoot Big Fella. He wanted it so badly that he cried.


Big Fella said, "Oh, Christ," very softly. He staggered, pressing his side. Beauvais coughed, a slow deep spasm. Blood poured out of his mouth. Big Fella put an arm around his shoulders.


"We'll find a croaker. Take it easy, Di. Just take it easy... ."


It took him a long tune to get Beauvais up into his arms. Clive watched him lurch off into the fog and cried because he couldn't pull the gun free.


After a while he stopped crying. The canal rustled close to his head and the night was cold and he hurt. He wanted to sleep. There was some reason he shouldn'tâ��something to do with Mick. The incoming tide swirled around the lock. Maybe that was it. Maybe Mick had slipped on the stringer and fallen in and been pulled under the gate. There were barnacles down there, on the sharp red rocks.


Clive moaned, and the blood ran sandy in his throat.


Somewhere, far off on another planet, someone screamed.


The dark shut down.
   Chapter 14


Edmond Clive's conscious mind broke the surface suddenly like a flying fish, with the same effect of spray inside his skull. He opened his eyes, and then everything was white.


He stirred. Very slightly, but too much.


A piece of the whiteness detached itself with a rustling noise and leaned over him. He squinted, trying to focus.


After a while he whispered, "Your face is on upside down. Take it away." He retched, and the sweat rolled down his cheeks.


The nurse wiped him with a cold towel and said, "Just lie still, Mr. Clive."


"My God," he said. "Mick." He started to get up. The pain hit him then. Really hit. He lay under it dazed and quiescent, and it was a long time before he heard the nurse again.


"That's better. Everything's all right. Lie still." He began to curse her. He was almost crying.


And then a masculine voice said heartily, "Now, now, we can't have any of that. You've taken quite a beating and you'll just have to be good for a while whether you like it or not."


A tubby little man in white clothes stooped over the bed. He had a round red face with glints on it where the glasses were.


Clive said carefully, "There's something I have to do." His lips felt as though someone had put them through a meat grinder.


"It can wait. Now behave yourself, or I won't let you see your visitor."


"Visitor?"


"A Mrs. Hammond. She's been waiting several hours for you to wake up. Feel like seeing her?"


Clive shut his eyes. "Not now or ever," he said. "But bring her in."


The nurse peeled back his sleeve and swabbed a spot on his arm. There was the glitter of a hypodermic needle.


"What's that for?"


"Sleep," said the doctor. "It'll give you ten or fifteen minutes with Mrs. Hammond, and then back to dreamland."


Clive decided not to fight it. "How long have I been here?"


"Something over forty-eight hours."


"Will I live?"


"Well, for a while we thought the easiest thing might be to throw you away entirely and start fresh." The hypo needle jabbed and stayed there. "But the X-rays didn't show anything but three cracked ribs and some minor internal injuries. God knows why."


Clive said unemotionally, "They wanted me to know what was going on all the way through, right up until I finished drowning. You don't kick a man too hard when you want him to last."


The nurse looked a little sick. She pulled his sleeve down again and went away.


Clive asked, "How long am I in for?"


"That depends. Aside from everything else, your nerves are in bad shape and you need the rest."


"Rest," said Clive. "Yeah."


The doctor left and Jane Hammond came in. She stood by the bed in a wash of golden sunlight from the windows. She wore a plain moss-green dress and a simple hat. She was cool and lovely and it hurt Clive to look at her.


He knew without asking, but he said, "They lived to talk?"


"Only Beauvais. He died the next day."


"That was long enough." Clive turned his head away.


Jane Hammond sat down on a white chair beside the bed and took his hand. "Edâ��please don't look like that. You couldn't help it." She touched his forehead gently. "Your poor face. They must have hurt you terribly. To go through all that, and then..." Her head was suddenly down close to his shoulder. She wasn't crying. She was breathing too deeply, and the sound had an edge on it, like the breathing of a child exhausted beyond tears.


Clive put his hand on hers.


Presently she said quietly, "I've been with Mick all they'd let me. He still says he didn't do it. I believe him."


The light on Clive's face made it hollow like a skull under the hard bones. He said, "If you were someone else I'd lie to you." He felt her lift her head, but he kept his eyes away. "The big man didn't murder Laurel. Beauvais was on the kill about it, and he convinced Beauvais. You know the truth when you hear it, Jane, whether you like it or not. We both heard it, that night."


Her voice was little more than a whisper. "Then you think..."


He turned to her now, a level, searching look. "You're the only one, Jane, who could know whether Mick had a motive."


She held his gaze a long time, without wavering. "He had no motive."


"All right. No, I don't think Mick's guilty. I think the big man was lying about him because it was the easiest story to tell. I think the murderer is the third person, with the key. But that doesn't help us. It doesn't help Mick. It doesn't swing any weight with a jury."


"No."


They were silent for a while. Then Clive sighed and rubbed his palm across his eyes and winced.


"Got a cigarette?"


She lighted one for him, with fingers as steady as marble. "Mick's innocent. There must be some way to prove it."


"It looks as though it'll take a bigger man than I am to do it."


"Then you'll have to be a bigger man," said Jane. "You're the only man there is."


He looked at her. "My God," he said, and smiled somberly. "That's putting it square in my lap. Okay, Jane. We'll try."


"Thanks, Ed..." After a minute she said, "Vivien's been haunting the hospital. I finally made her go home and rest. I think you've made a conquest."


"Yeah?" He laughed. "God, I'm getting sleepy! Where's Johnny?"


"He's been in and out, acting like a hen with one chick. He'll be furious that he missed you."


Clive's eyelids flickered down. The cigarette drooped in his mouth. "There are questions I want to ask, but I guess they'll have to wait..." The smoke tasted good. The pain was getting dull and far away.


Jane said, "There's one more thing. Theyâ��buried Laurel this morning. Beauvais made the arrangements before he died."


dive's face showed a brief shadowing. Jane said gently, "I was there, for both of you. She looked very lovely."


She went and stood by the window. Clive seemed to be asleep, with the smoke drifting up idly from the cigarette. Then, without opening his eyes or moving, he said in a slow half-whisper:


"Sleep dwell upon thine eyes, peace in thy breast..."


Jane turned around.


"... Would I were sleep and peace, so sweet to rest..."


"Ed!"


He raised his lids a crack. "Huh?"


"You were quoting Shakespeare!"


"My God. Shows what dope will do..." He smiled foggily. "Don't tell it around. The hard boys would keep undressing me to see the lace on my drawers."


The last words came very slowly. When she reached the bed he was across the gulf and away. Jane leaned over and took the cigarette from his lips. She didn't make any noise going out.


Clive slept well into the next morning and woke up feeling pretty good, all things considered. Jonathan Ladd Jones came in, bringing Gaines with him.


"All right," said Clive. "Do your gloating quick and get out."


Gaines examined him like a man studying a work of art.


"Nice job they did on you, Clive. A very nice job. What did he use on your kisser?"


"The barrel of my own gun. Go ahead and laugh."


"I already have." Gaines shrugged. "You should worry. You plugged 'em both. Did you know you nearly got Beauvais the first time?"


"I heard him yell."


"You creased his back. It was that close. And the big guy was filling up inside all the time he was playing with you. Jesus, the vitality that gorilla had!"


"I'll pat myself on the back when I'm not so sore. Where the hell were you flatfeet, anyhow?"


"That's right, you wouldn't know, would you?" Gaines sat down beside the bed. Johnny leaned on the windowsill, smoking.


"First off, I want to say that what you did to my tail car wasn't funny. I won't kick about you wanting to go alone with Beauvaisâ��I guess you had to play it that way, then. But slashing tires just isn't patriotic!"


Clive stared at him. "What are you talking about?"


"You sneaked up and cut the rear tires on the tail car that was waiting across the street from your apartment house."


"You're crazy."


Gaines sighed. "Okay. I can't prove you did it, and I don't at this time give a damn. I'm through playing games with you. I don't have to any more. You gave me what I wanted on a silver platter. You're clearedâ��and the way it happened, by God it's worth it!"


Clive's mouth twitched. He said nothing.


"Well," Games said, "it seems that the guy you told to call the cops tripped over his own feet going across the way to phone. He cracked his skull. His wife found him and called a doctor, but he was out for a couple of hours. When he came to it was a while longer before he could make anybody understand, and by the time the boys at the Venice station finally did get word, it was all over but to call the ambulance and the morgue. You were out cold with your head in the canal, Beauvais was beside the road, also out cold, and the big fellow..."


Gaines chuckled. "Funny about him. He'd of died anyhow in a couple of hours, but your car didn't seem to want to take any chances."


"My car?"


"Yeah. You left it parked on the hill, remember? Must of been careless about the brake, because she broke loose and drifted down on top of him. He'd had to put Beauvais down and was crawling up toward the highway, and your car caught him square before it went off in the sand. Dead as a mackerel with the tire treads marked plain across his neck and back."


Clive said, "Just a minute."


Johnny straightened up. Gaines's eyelids narrowed.


Clive said slowly, "I distinctly remember setting the hand brake hard and then putting the gear in reverse. She couldn't have drifted."


Gaines lifted his beefy shoulders and dropped them again. "She did."


God damn it, I know what I did! And I know something else, too, if you'll shut up and let me think." He closed his eyes and scowled.


"I had a feeling somebody was following us when we went down there. Didn't see anyoneâ��it was just one of those notions you get. And then, some time before I passed out, I heard a horn up on the highway, screaming its head off. It bothered the boys a lot, and it saved my life, because that was when they stopped to listen and Big Fella threw me down on top of the gun."


Gaines nodded. "Quite a few people heard that horn. A couple of men even went out to see what was up. But the fog was thicker than a suit of woolen underwear and it was late and nobody wanted to stick his neck out too far, so I guess they didn't look very hard. Anyway, nobody saw the car and the horn quit blowing, and that was that. Probably some local wolf having a scrap with his girl friend."


Clive said stubbornly, "My car couldn't have drifted."


"For Chrissake, what are you trying to hand me now? You cleared yourself, and it's not your fault your pal double-crossed you. We've got the right guy, the girl's paid for, and so why don't you relax?"


"I saw Mick Hammond after the killing, Gaines. He didn't do it."


Gaines stood up. He rubbed one thick scarred hand through his hair and said slowly, "I'll be a son of a bitch."


"You were a long time ago. God damn it!" said Clive furiously. "Mick didn't have the ghost of a motive!"


"So the big guy was lying."


"About who killed her, yes."


"You know how that sounds."


"Sure. Like Beauvais kicked me harder in the head than he did. But somebody cut the tires on your tail car, and whether you like it or not, it wasn't me!"


Gaines blinked his pale eyes. "I'm getting old, Clive. I can't take it any more. I got to get out of here before I fall down and start frothing." He put his hat on and took hold of the knob. "It must be the dope they gave you. I hope so. I guess I hate your guts as much as anyone I know, but I don't like seeing anybody crack up."


Clive snarled and reached for the clock on the bedside table. The pain in his belly muscles doubled him up, and by the time he could breathe again Gaines was gone.


Jonathan Ladd Jones came over and put a cigarette in his mouth and held a match. Clive lay back, blowing smoke and holding himself together with his hands.


Johnny said, "He's right."


"He's wrong. Somebody followed us that nightâ��somebody who didn't want the law butting inâ��somebody who fixed the tail car so it couldn't follow." He looked at Johnny. "You think I'm lying?"


Johnny studied the toes of his small shoes. "Way I figure it Ed, Hammond was your pal once. You're pretty soft on his wife, too. So..."


"You think Mick's a good enough actor to put over the show he's been giving?"


"I don't know."


"Well I do. He's not. He didn't have any reason to kill Laurel..."


"Jane Hammond could be lying."


"She could. It doesn't change things any. Mick didn't know it. He was ready to kill himself over the idea of losing her, but all he could say was how she'd stood by him." Clive pitched the butt savagely across the room and doubled up again, gasping.


Finally he said between his teeth, "Mick wasn't acting in Laurel's dressing room. He'd have told me then if Jane had ever said anything about leaving him."


Johnny went over and stepped on the cigarette. "All right. But why would the big fellow lie?"


"Beauvais had Big Fella figured for the job, and he was the most kill-crazy guy I ever looked at. All right. Big Fella didn't do it, but he knew he'd have a time convincing Beauvais. So he told the simplest story. Mick was already taking the fall. Why change it? Why drag in some third party that he probably never saw before, maybe couldn't even name? The newspapers had the crime all worked out and tagged for him. He just quoted, built it up a little, and put all his energy into getting over the one thing that mattered to himâ��clearing himself. And Beauvais believed it where he mightn't have believed any other yarn."


"That's another of those 'could he's,' Ed. The jury isn't going to think much of it."


"No, God damn it. Like the searching of Laurel's apartment two or three days before the murder, and the guy with the key who might or might not have got in. Like Sugar March. Like the keysmith, and my car drifting with the gear and the brake both set, and just happening to hit Big Fella, who was the only man who knew whether there was anyone else in Laurel's apartment that night. Like the horn that blew, and the guy that fell down on his way to call the cops, and the cut tires on the police car... Shadows, Johnny. Murder with no face. You feel it. You know it's there watching you, but you can't see it. You can't hear it. You can't even talk about it, because when you do what you say sounds farfetched and silly even to yourself. And Mick's going to die in the gas chamber because the murderer's smarter than I am."


Clive stared at Johnny with bitter dark eyes.


"He's watched me from the beginning. He's let me front for him, let me grab at leads that didn't go anywhere, let me lock the door tighter on Mick with every step I took. Never showing himself, but always pushing things around so they broke just right for him and left me looking like a fool." He laughed, a small hard sound in his throat. "He must have enjoyed himself that night, watching me convict Mick Hammond when I thought I was going to clear him, and then eat boot leather and the barrel of my own gun. God damn him down to hell."


Neither said anything for a while. Johnny came back and sat down, not looking at Clive.


"What do we do next?"


"Johnny... you don't have to stick."


Johnny rose. "Listen, Ed. It doesn't matter a goddam bit what I think. I'm only your stooge anyhow. Now tell me what you want me to do and I'll start earning my wages."


Clive laughed. "Sure, sure. Only don't get tough with me. I'm a sick man."


Johnny rubbed his nose and turned away.


Clive said, "The only definite thing we have to go on is the tire-slashing. It's just barely possible that someone may have seen..."


Lieutenant Jordan Gaines opened the door.


"Just like a cop," said Clive. "You ought to knock. I might have been in conference or something."


"I called headquarters," said Gaines. "I wanted to check on that tire business."


"Yeah?"


"Yeah. The Hollywood Division reports that several cars in that block were slashed that night, apparently the work of one of these kid vandal gangs that have been giving us such a headache since the tire ban. Several cars, Clive. So I guess that clears that up, doesn't it?"


Clive said, "Yes. Yes, I guess it does."


Gaines watched him. Presently he sighed. "Jesus, that dead pan of yours! I'd like to borrow it the next time I play poker. The hell with you."


He closed the door behind him. Clive lay perfectly still, without speaking.


After a long while Johnny said, "Well..."


Clive stared at the ceiling. "I'm getting old, Johnny. I'm eating dirt."


"There's a long time yet before the trial, Ed. Maybeâ��"


"Are my clothes in that closet over there?"


"Hey..."


"Go get 'em."


"Now look, Ed..."


Clive pushed the covers back. Johnny walked over to the bed. "You weren't thinking of going anywhere?"


"You try and stop me, small size."


"Sure," said Johnny. "Sure, Ed." He slapped Clive fairly hard across the belly. Clive turned green and stopped breathing. Johnny pulled the blanket up, smoothed it, laid a pack of cigarettes on the bedside table, and put on his hat.


"So long, Ed. Be good."


Clive's eyes burned. Johnny waved cheerfully and went out. Clive lay sweating quietly. Presently he grinned.


"The little bastard. I'll fix his wagon for that!"


Someone rapped on his door, a small rap. He said, "Come in."


Vivien Alcott slid herself in through the door and shut it as though it were made of porcelain. She wore a red wool dress under a short camel's-hair coat, high-heeled red pumps, and no hat. She stood with her hands in her pockets, smiling hesitantly.


Clive said, "Hello. Come on in."


She showed her little white teeth. "Are you sure you don't mind?"


"Sure."


She walked across the room like someone tiptoeing on thin ice. Clive laughed, being careful not to jiggle his stomach.


"Relax! I won't break."


She giggled. "I brought you a present." She pulled a flat pint of rye out of her coat pocket and held it up, shaking it slightly so that Clive could see the bead in the light.


"Well!" said Clive. "Sit down, baby. Sit right down and make yourself at home!"
   Chapter 15


Vivien found a couple of medicine glasses and brought them over.


Clive said, "Take your coat off. You make me hot just looking at you."


She smiled and laid it across the foot of the bed, and then bent over the table, pouring the drinks. Clive watched her, faintly comic with surprise.


She looked nice. She looked very nice indeed. The soft wool of her dress was gathered and bloused, so that her full sharp curves were hinted at rather than seen, and the way the whole thing was cut made her look taller and slimmer. The red color was deep and warm without being garish, and it reflected a most becoming glow across her brown cheeks. Clive noticed that she had one of those strong vibrant necks that would be pleasant to touch.


She knew he was admiring her. Her eyes had a depth and glow he had never seen before. She handed him his drink. Her nails were short, very clean, and covered with an unobtrusive polish. This time, when their fingers touched, hers were warm and electrically alive.


Vivien grinned suddenly, wrinkling her nose. "You smell funny."


"Chloroform liniment. Between that and the hot Epsom salts they've been soaking me in, I feel like a boiled potato." He raised his glass. "Here's to crime."


She sipped her drink, studying him. "You don't really mean thatâ��about crime?"


"Sure I do. How else could I make a living?"


"Edâ��Mr. Clive..."


"You were right the first time."


"Ed, then. How did you happen to become a detective?"


"Well, it's kind of a silly story. Happened a long time ago, when Mick and I were kids. We had a couple of rafts knocked together out of railroad ties and packing boxes, and we used to paddle them around on the canal."


"The same canal, where they almost drowned you?"


"Uh-huh. Only there wasn't any oil in it then. Anyhow, one day five or six big boys happened along and stole the rafts from us just for the hell of it. They couldn't have had any use for them. It nearly broke our hearts. I remember Mick squatting up on the lock stringer crying and calling them every name he knew. I got hold of one guy in the pool and tried to drown him, I was so mad, but he was about four times my size and it didn't bother him too much. He just held my head under and then went away. I think right then I made up my mind that when I grew up I was going to do something about big boys that went around swiping things from little boys."


"You fought them," said Vivien.


"I always did have a nasty temper."


"Mick didn't fight, though. I'll bet he never fought. I'll bet he was just tagging around after you all the time."


"You'll lose your money. I hero-worshiped Mick. He was everything I wanted to be." He chuckled. "Mick's mother was always a little condescending to my mother."


"She just didn't know," whispered Vivien.


He glanced up at her and grinned. She held his gaze briefly and then flushed, turning away.


"You're laughing at me. You think I'm a fool." Her lips quivered. "I'm not. I'm in love."


"No," said Clive kindly. "I'm just a new kind of animal, and you've got me mixed up with Dick Tracy and a couple of other glamour guys. That's all."


She turned. Her face was a little girl's face, desolate with the fear of misunderstanding.


"No. You're a man, Ed. You've got hard hands that can hurt, and a hard body. I've felt you tremble. I've felt your rough tweeds on my skin, and heard you breathe, and touched the hair on the back of your wrist. You're real, Ed. You're alive, and I..." She caught her breath harshly. "If I were a nice girl I wouldn't say things like that. But I'm not a nice girl. And I've been thinking about you, all alone there in the fog and the darkness, being hurt..."


Her jaw locked and her head went back. Then quite suddenly she relaxed and finished her drink and said flatly, "I'm a goddam fool."


Clive stirred uncomfortably. "I'm sorry, Vivien."


"Oh, hell, no!" She made a motion almost as though she were going to throw the glass at him. "Curse me, hate me, do anything at all, but don't be sorry for me!"


"I didn't mean it that way."


She bit her lower lip and hiccuped slightly. "I know. I guessâ��" her face crumpled between tears and sheepish laughterâ��"I guess I have a mean disposition, too."


Clive said solemnly, "Just a pair of heels without a soul between us. Who shall we go and stamp on?"


"Whom."


"You go around throwing grammar in my teeth and I'll throw something right back at yours." He snapped his fingers suddenly. "Baby, how would you like to be assistant to the great Edmond Clive? Limited engagement, and at no salary, but think of the prestige."


Her eyes grew shiny with excitement. "I don't understand."


Clive laid a tender hand on his middle. "Johnny's left me in the lurch. I want to get out of here, right now. Will you help me?"


"Oh, I don't know! Do you think you ought to?"


"Hell, yes! They've boiled most of the soreness out of me, and the rest will work off when I get moving. Anyway, God damn it, I've got too much to do!"


Some of the youth and animation left her face. "Yes," she said slowly. "Jane told me how you felt I don't think I really believed her. Edâ��" she leaned toward him, serious, searchingâ��"Ed, are you sure you're not letting this get you, because of what Mick used to mean to you?"


"Mick's innocent, Vivien, and what I said before still goes."


She dropped her head, so he couldn't see anything but her clean, shining hair. "I believe you, Ed. I'll help you."


"You don't hate Mick any more?"


"Hate him!" She rose and went around the chair and stood with her hands clenched on the back of it. Her eyes blazed palely. "Yes, I hate him! And I hate Jane, too. I'll always hate them. I've suffered, Ed. Maybe you wouldn't understand, not being a woman. But it goes deep."


"Then why are you going to help me?"


She clung to the chair, rocking on her red heels. Her mouth was sullen and cruel. After a long time she whispered, "Because you make me."


Clive watched her somberly.


She whimpered and beat the chair legs up and down on the floor. "You're cruel. You like to make people suffer. I hate you!... Nothing's the same any more. You've broken everything to pieces for me. It isn't fair for one person to come up to another person and speak and go away again, and change everything just by having done it. Anybody else wouldn't have mattered. But it had to be you. Youâ��your voice, your face, the way you walk, and the look in your eyesâ��and something inside you. Something that frightens me. Something that could kill me. And yet I want it more than I've ever wanted anything in my Me. Strength, Ed. A thing I never had."


He said quietly, "You can be strong, if you want to be."


She looked away. "Maybe. Maybe..."


"You could quit hating, too, if you wanted to."


"Maybe." She shuddered, drawing her chin in and twisting it up toward her shoulder. "Maybe I'm finding something better than hate."


"There's nothing better than hate," he said, "if you hate the right things. And nothing worse if you don't."


Vivien relaxed her grip on the chair, drooping wearily. "Jane's been good to me. It isn't her fault she's Jane. But it isn't my fault I'm me." She put her hands over her face. "Pour me a drink, Ed."


The bottle was where he could reach it. He poured her one and she gulped it down, walking over to the window and back. Then she laughed.


"If you don't have a relapse," she said, "it won't be because I haven't tried."


The hall door opened suddenly, right on the heels of a rap. The nurse poked her head in. The face on it reminded Clive of a lemon puddingâ��thin, pale, sour.


"The doctor won't like it, Mr. Clive, if you tire yourself."


"The doctor," Clive told her, "would be surprised if he knew just how tired I plan to get."


"I don't know that he would." The nurse looked at Vivien. Vivien colored and looked at Clive.


Clive said gently, "Miss Nightingale, in spite of my youthful appearance I am past the age of legal consent. My brow is not fevered, nor am I the least bit uncomfortable. So I don't really need you for a thing." He gave her one of his sweetest smiles. "There must be some unfortunate around here who has need of you. Suppose you go and look."


She looked him fair in the eye. "Very well, Mr. Clive. It will probably take me some tune, so if you should want anything, don't bother to ring!"


She closed the door firmly. Clive shuddered. "A hospital," he said, "is no place to be sick in. A man needs all his strength just for things like that."


Vivien giggled. Except for a streaky appearance under the eyes she was normal again.


"Okay, chief," she said hoarsely. "Let's take a powder. What do I do first?"


"Oh, Godâ��you go to the movies, too. Well, okay, babe." He sounded very tough indeed. "Grab de raggery out'n de closet and den scram. Stake out inna hall an' tip me quick if we catch a rumble from Dog-Eye."


She stared at him. "Huh?"


He leaned back on the pillows, laughing. "The clothes, honey. Out of the closet. Then go outside and let me know if you see the nurse coming back."


She said, "Oh!" and went across the room. Clive sat up, very, very carefully, bending a little at a time.


"Whew!" he gasped. "That guy sure had big feet." Vivien put his clothes on the chair and hovered over him. He nodded. "Untie the nightie and then beat it."


She loosened the knots down his back. "Hadn't I better stay and help? You can hardly move."


"Outside, darling."


She pushed the hospital gown petulantly over his shoulders and started for the door. "All right, but you don't have to be coy. I'm not..."


"I don't care if you're the entire staff of a nudist colony. I still wish to put my pants on in private."


"That's all right with me," said Vivien stiffly. "I'll bet your legs aren't pretty anyway." She wrinkled her nose at him and went out.


Clive whistled softly, grinned, and shook his head. He began to dress himself, very gently indeed, as though he were made of thin Venetian glass.


Presently he called, "Vivien. Oh, Viv!"


She came in quickly. "No sign of Dog-Eye."


"Swell." Clive was sitting on the edge of the bed, holding the bottle of rye. He had on his shirt and pants and one sock. "Finish with the feet, baby. They're too far away for me."


She got down on her knees. "H'mph! I thought you were tough."


"Only during office hours. Other times I'm strictly the pattycake type." He tilted the bottle and winced. "Oi! I'm stiff all over." He drank.


"What's that for? Oil?"


"Nuh-uh. Heat's good for bruises. I'm trying it from the inside." He felt better.


By the time Vivien got his coat on him he felt swell. He even felt good enough to grin at Dog-Eye when she opened the door after another of her double-time raps.


She took one glance and went out again.


"Rumble," said Clive. "Let's lam outa here."


"Sure t'ing, chief. Here's ya hat."


"Caster," he corrected. "Leave us keep in character."


He put his arm around her shoulders, as much because they were a nice shape as because he needed the support. He had hold of the knob when it was jerked away from him, hard. Clive let go a strangled howl.


"For Chrissake, what are you trying to do, kill me?"


The doctor planted himself in the doorway. "I won't have to if you don't get back in that bed." Dog-Eye was behind him, looking nasty.


"Sorry," said Clive. "I've got things to do."


"Listen, Mr. Clive. You've taken a bad beatingâ��"


"All right. It's my beating, isn't it? I can do what I want with it."


The doctor studied his face, swallowed, and tried again. "Mr. Clive, please. I won't be responsibleâ��"


Clive stepped closer. "You got it, pal. You won't be anything but sorry if you don't get out of my way."


The doctor was stubborn. He glared at Clive. Clive glared at him. He could feel Vivien trembling against him, red-faced with laughter bottled up in her. He took another step and placed his forefinger on the doctor's pudgy chest. He smiled genially, giving off strong alcoholic fumes. The doctor began to sweat.


"I'm a little drunk," Clive murmured, "Sometimes I get very nasty indeed."


The doctor moved backward. Clive followed. They lock-stepped some way down the corridor.


Then Dog-Eye snorted. "Let him go. The Department of Sanitation will take care of him if he dies in the gutter."


"Very well." The doctor side-stepped. "On your own head be it. If you're still alive, for heaven's sake come back for a check-up at your earliest opportunity."


"Sure. You know where to send the bill." Clive tipped his hat to Dog-Eye. They went out. Clive had to support Vivien most of the way. She was helpless with laughter.


When she could see again she said, "I have my car. Where do you want to go?"


All the humor was gone out of Clive now. "I want to see Mick," he said. "But I can take a cab."


"No. I'm in this, and I'm going to stay hi."


She drove well, too fast but with an instinctive sureness rare in a woman. Clive said something about it, and she smiled.


"I used to belong to a hundred-mile club. I got pinched for it twice. They didn't let me drive for eighteen months." The unhappy look came back in her face. "I suppose," she said abruptly, "you've been wondering why Jane puts up with Richard and me in her house."


"I haven't asked, have I?"


"I'm going to tell you anyway. She has to. Father's will said she had always to provide a home for us. He thought she could make us into human beings, maybe. The damn fool!"


Clive said gently, "Look, Viv. Why don't you stop kicking yourself around? Why don't you just relax and be a nice kid? You could, you know."


She bit her lip. "Not any more. I've doneâ��too many things."


"I think," said Clive, "you're kidding yourself."


She sighed. It was almost a sob. Her face was very young and very tired. "Maybe. I don't know. I don't know anything any more. Iâ��just feel. And I'm weak, Ed. I told you that. I haven't any strength at all. Jane got that, too."


They didn't speak again. She stopped the car presently and Clive got out by himself and went into the City Jail. The agony of motion lessened slightly as time went by, but the whisky was dying in him and mentally he felt like hell. He followed the jailer slowly down the corridor to Mick's cell.
   Chapter 16


Mick Hammond was lying on his cot with his eyes closed, but he looked around when he heard the cell door open and then sat up, swinging his feet to the floor. Clive came in. The door rang shut behind him and the jailer's boots went away down the corridor.


Mick said, "I knew you'd come."


"Mick... about what I told Gaines that day..."


"Jane and I figured that out, Eddie. You had to, the way things were."


Clive sighed. "That's okay, then."


"Sure. How do you feel?"


"A bit sore in the tripesâ��and a lot sorer in what is sometimes called the soul. I've done you a hell of a lot of good so far."


"I'm not worried." Hammond smiled faintly. His eyes were exhausted, but there was no hysteria in them.


Clive studied him. "You've grown up, Mick."


"Well, I figure it this way. If I get out of this I'll be grateful. I want to live as much as the next man, and I want to be happy, and I'd try awfully hard to build something worth while. But if I don't get out of itâ��well, if I'd behaved myself I wouldn't be here. I haven't anyone but myself to blame." He laughed. "Oh, I didn't feel that way at first. But I got to thinking, and that's the way it came out." He added soberly, "The worst of it is Jane."


"Jane's holding up too well, Mick."


"She's all right, Eddie. I know her better than you do. She's all right." He grinned at Clive. "You haven't done any breaking, either."


Clive stared at him, blank-faced and faintly surprised. He said, "I guess I haven't had any time."


That pleased Hammond immensely. "Sit down and have a cigarette."


Clive found the one low stool and sat down, pushing his hat back. The smoke tasted good.


Hammond said matter-of-factly, "Do you have any hopes of saving me?"


"I'm still trying. But I won't kid you, Mick,"


"You'll do it. You'll do it for Laurel."


Clive said slowly, "I don't know."


"I'm not worried."


"Hey, quit with that!" Clive laughed. "I'm supposed to hold your hand, not the other way around." He rose and wandered around the cell. "What was the name of the woman who got you your job in the store, Mick?"


"Krebs. Mrs. Julia Krebs. Why?"


"Thought I'd like to talk to her. Know her address?"


"Cardiff Towers, over on Rossmore." Hammond leaned back against the wall. "Funny thing, Eddie. That job was what really held Jane to me. She said it proved I could work and be somebody if I wanted to." He frowned down at his hands. "People talk a lot about love, Eddie. Most of them don't know what the word means."


Clive said, "No."


"I never did before. I didn't even realize that you were in love with Marian. God, what a fool I was."


"Marian got over it. She married some kid from the East the year after you walked out on her."


"But you didn't get over it."


"I did all right. It was you going back on me like that that hurt the worst. It made me out such a chump. I guess you did me a favor at that, Mick. I quit hanging the rainbows on thingsâ��and people."


"Yeah," said Hammond softly. "I'm sorry."


"Oh hell, let's forget it!" Clive's sudden grin took the edge off his words. "Sit tight, kiddie, and eat your spinach, and Uncle Eddie will see if he can find a can opener for you." He shook Hammond's shoulder, hard enough to make him wince. The jailer was already hovering in the background.


"Oh, Mickâ��I wanted to ask you. I noticed a long sort of gash on that blackthorn stick. Care to tell me how it happened?"


"Iâ��well, why not? Vivien has a talent for needling people, my nerves were all shot after the accident. I hadn't slept much for over a week, and she just got to me one night, out on the terrace. Iâ��tried to hit her. I didn't know what I was doing. Fortunately I hit some ornamental stonework instead." Hammond made a wry face. "That wouldn't sound so good to a jury, would it?"


"Not from your lawyer's point of view, no. By the way, isâ��"


"Benson is still defending me, with no hope at all."


"That's great," said Clive dourly. "Did Gaines ask you about the stick?"


"I told him I shut it in the car door. I don't think he believes me. Vivien may have told him the truth anyhow. But it doesn't really matter."


The jailer unlocked the door.


"Well, so long, Mick." Clive started out, then stopped. "One more thing. Does this Krebs dame do any kicking?"


Mick laughed. "No! Why?"


"Because," said Clive grimly, "from now on I'm carrying a gun. And the next person that tries to feed me boot leather is going to get lead in him before he gets his toe off the ground!"


Vivien was waiting patiently outside. She reached over and opened the door for him. "Okay, chief. Where do we go now?"


"Home."


"Home! I thought we were going sleuthing."


"Sure. But first I want a bath, so I don't stink of liniment. I want a clean shirt and a suit that doesn't have blood all over it. The first rule of a successful private eye is always to look like a gentleman. You may fool somebody when you least expect it."


They went home. Chuck was very solicitous about helping Clive out of the car. Clive thanked him and then turned to Vivien.


"Come on up and have a drink. You've earned it."


She bounced out happily, walking close to him and enjoying the stir they made going through the lobby. They had their drink upstairs, and then Clive said, "Thanks for everything, Viv. And now..."


"And now I'm getting the brush-off." She stood up sulkily. "All right."


Clive laughed. "Don't be sore at me. It's just that I'm liable to have trouble enough carrying my own weight, that's all. And it wouldn't be any fun for you. Believe it or not, ninety-five per cent of the detective business is duller than hell."


"What are you going to do?"


"Fish around and see what I get. I've got nothing to lose anyway."


"Just one thing." She came to him, her eyes big and tender. "Yourself, Ed."


"You can't worry too much about that."


"But I do! Ed, listen. If what you say is true and the murderer is still loose... well, he's safe now, except for you. He isn't going to let you get close to him."


He could see a mist of tears in her lashes and the quiver of her brown throat. He put his arms around her and kissed her. She lay close against him, not moving except for the lift of her round breasts.


"Kiss me again," she whispered. "Please."


She put her head back. Her eyes were closed, her lips parted and hungry. Clive bent to her. Her body arched under his, her arms going around him, tight, inside his coat. Strong round arms and a strong round body, and a mouth that bruised his mouth with the cuts half healed across it.


Pain.


He pushed her roughly away and caught the back of a chair and stood bent over it. Vivien leaned against the door, where the force of his thrust had thrown her. He couldn't see her. He couldn't see anything at all for a moment. But the sound of her breathing came to him clearly. It was hoarse and guttural, like the breathing of an animal after a fight.


She wrenched the door open suddenly and ran out.


After a while he went and closed it. Then he poured himself a long drink and began to strip.


He treated himself to a lengthy soaking in a hot tub, finished with a cold shower, and shaved. He dressed carefully in a fresh shirt and striped tie, and a suit of brown Harris tweed. The easy hang of the coat concealed the bulk of the Colt automatic under his left armpit. His step was almost as springy as usual when he went downstairs.


Jonathan Ladd Jones had seen that his car was brought back after the police were through with it. He drove down to the Boulevard, not hurrying. No car followed him.


The light held him up at the corner where Sugar March had died. He scowled at it, whistling absently, until a snarl of horns behind him moved him on. No car tagged him on the way down to Vine Street. He parked and went up to his office, walking softly. He flung the door open quickly.


Jonathan Ladd Jones jumped three feet behind the desk. It was a neat trick, because his feet were crossed comfortably on the blotter. A bottle of Gilbey's Spey Royal teetered perilously beside them.


Clive shut the door. He hitched up his pants, hooked his thumbs in the waistband, and smiled.


"Well for Chrissake," said Johnny angrily. "That ain't fair. I left you flat on your back..."


"That you did. And if I didn't need all my strength I'd leave you flat on yours right now. Of all the double-crossing little rats!"


Johnny slid the bottle into the desk drawer and shut it with his foot. He said solicitously, "How do you feel, Ed?"


"Like beating your head off. You don't know what you got me into."


"The Alcott dame, I'll bet. I passed her on the way out. So she helped you crash out, huh?"


"Yeah." Clive lighted a cigarette with quick, jerky hands. "Get Gaines on the phone and ask him what they found out about those letters."


Johnny stared at him and then picked up the phone. Clive stood by the window, smoking. Johnny asked questions, listened, and then hung up.


"The letters were pretty hot stuff, it seems. Up to and including a Mrs. Julia Krebs. Typed on dune-store paper with a Royal that cuts the capital Y's and E's in two. No prints. The D.A. was very grateful for the carbons." Johnny settled back in the swivel chair. "Look, Ed. Supposing you're right about Hammond being innocent, what have those letters got to do with it? It was Laurel Dane that got killed, and she didn't know Hammond much over two weeks. And how do you know the framing of Hammond was intentional? I think the killer just got a lucky break."


"An assistant," said Clive, "is supposed to assist."


"Sure, sure. But Laurel was the kind of a girl thatâ��well, you know what I mean â��"


"I know. Laurel bruised a lot of masculine egos in her day. Some of them might have stayed just as sore as Beauvais's. So we're right back where we started, and with a damn sight less to work on."


"Less! I'd say nothing."


"Yeah. Well, if that's the way the game's stacked, that's the way we'll play it."


"What do you want me to do?"


"Nothing right now, except stay where I can get hold of you when I want you."


"I'll be here all day. I'll stay home nights."


"If you have company in, chum, keep one hand free for the phone and don't get too high to reach it."


Johnny grinned. "Sure. And take it easy, Ed. If you're right about Hammond, the real killer isn't going toâ��"


"That's already been pointed out to me." Clive turned the knob. "So long."


Johnny said glumly, "So long."


"If you finish the bottle, call the liquor store and have 'em send up another. Have your meals sent up, too. You stick by that phone."


"Well for cripe's sake," said Johnny. "It's a good thing I don't have to go down the hall to..."


Clive slammed the door and went downstairs. A man stepped quickly out of the janitor's closet and pressed the muzzle of an ancient horse pistol into his belly. The man was Richard Alcott, and he was cold, stony sober.


"In here, Clive."


Clive obeyed. The janitor's closet was long and narrow with a small window at the end. Alcott locked the door.


Clive said, "So you did kill her, after all."


"That doesn't matter."


Clive nodded at the pistol. "That relic is apt to kill both of us if you fire it."


"Are you afraid?"


"Of course I am."


"So am I," said Alcott slowly. "But that doesn't matter, either." He studied Clive for some time, as though searching for an answer, an explanation. He had not slept well, and his sobriety made of him a different and rather terrifying person. Clive realized presently what the unfamiliar quality was. It was dignity.


"What made you think I suspected you, Alcott?"


"I haven't thought about it. The murder isn't important now. There's something else."


"Yes. Yes, I'm beginning to see. I manhandled you twice. That's it, isn't it?"


"Partly."


"And partly," said Clive, "the thing you've been running away from all your life finally caught up with you, and there was no place else to run."


"Yes," said Alcott, "that's it. No place else to run. That's why I haven't had a drink since that night in the park. Drinking is no use any more."


"And are you sure that killing me is going to prove your manhood?"


"That's what worries me. I don't know."


"I can tell you. It won't."


"Why?" He was asking the question seriously, as though he were a pupil and Clive the teacher. The big clumsy revolver remained centered on dive's belt buckle.


"Because life doesn't work like that. It doesn't come in nice sharp climaxes that tie up your problem neatly and file it away in a drawer. The next day comes, and the day after that, and you think. And you're not sure. You're never sure." He indicated the gun. "You're calling in outside help, Alcott. That thing isn't any part of you. Anybody can pull a trigger."


"That's true," said Alcott. "But you did abuse me, contemptuously, as though I were not a man like yourself. If I kill youâ��"


"You'll prove you can shoot an unarmed man. And that's all."


Alcott said, "You have a gun?"


"Yes."


"Take it out."


Clive stared at him. "No," he said slowly, "I won't do that You know, Alcott, sometimes dying is the easiest way out Sometimes it takes the real guts to go on living."


Alcott whispered, "I should have killed you before you said that." He let the gun slip out of his hand, leaning back against the door. "I'm tired."


Sweat stood out on Clive's forehead. In spite of himself he was trembling.


"What is it you and Vivien are afraid of?" he asked.


"Jane. We were born and bred in her shadow."


"Why don't you get out of it?"


"Their attitudeâ��Father's and Jane'sâ��has always been that Vivien and I should stay near her. Good influence, a good home. She's afraid of what we'll do if we're turned loose."


"Good God, you're over twenty-one!"


"Jane controls the money. You see?"


"Yeah. Then in plain English you've always been afraid to risk going hungry in order to make your own life."


"That's it." Alcott laughed, without humor. "Things are funny, aren't they? Jane's so damned good, so perfect, so capable that Vivien and I practically in self-defense developed all our worst qualities. If Jane had had faults like anybody else..."


"Maybe you wouldn't have committed a murder."


"Murder?" Alcott glanced up. "Oh, the girl. I told you that night I didn't kill her."


"I know you did."


Alcott spread his hands. "There's no way I can prove it." There was no fear in nun now. There was nothing but exhaustion.


Clive said, "I can get rough again."


Alcott's gaze met his steadily, and held it.


"It's a strange thing," Alcott said. "I don't think it would matter if you did. It isn't the body that's important."


Clive smiled. "I believe you." He picked up the pistol and gave it to Alcott "You don't want me to talk to Jane, do you?"


"No. I can't get into the Army, but there must be other things. I'm going to find out, by myself."


He held out his hand suddenly. "Thanks," he said, "for the beating." He turned the key and went out.


Clive watched him. "My God," he whispered. "People!" His dark eyes had an unfamiliar softness.


He went upstairs again and told Johnny to put a man on Richard Alcott's tail.


Driving south on Vine, Clive saw that there was still no one following him. Below Sunset he hesitated and then turned down a side street toward Sugar March's apartment. There was a new For Rent sign in frontâ��Rear Apt., 3 Rms Furn, $27.50. Apply #1. Clive went up the cracked and settling steps and punched the button.


The hard-faced woman who had watched him and Gaines opened the door. She was still wearing soiled blue pajamas. Her mouth and hair were the same dry terra cotta, and her hands were stained with tobacco smoke.


"Did you want to see the apartment?"


"No," Clive said. "I want to talk to you."


"Yeah? Well I'm busy."


Clive held the door with his shoulder. "Don't make it tough for me, sister. I don't give a damn what kind of a place you run. I only want to ask a couple of questions." He pushed his way in.


She said harshly, "You get funny and I'll call the cops."


He laughed. The room looked just like her. It smelled the same, too, smoky and unaired.


She said, "Law?"


"Private."


"Private! You got your nerve!"


"I want something. If you've got it I'm willing to pay."


She dragged nervously on her cigarette. "How much?"


"Maybe nothing. Depends on what you have."


"Maybe I don't sell anyhow. I mind my own business."


"I'm not asking you to stool. All I want to know is who brought Sugar March home the night before she was killed."


Her eyes opened wide and then blinked shut. She let smoke out of her mouth very slowly. Clive drew a bill from his pocket and began to smooth it lengthwise between his fingers.


She said, "What do you care about the March kid?"


"I care ten dollarsâ��maybe."


She laughed, sneeringly. "Cheap skate."


"I always scale to size."


She stared at him for a moment, furious. "Get out," she said. "Get to hell out, you cheap little bastard."


Clive shrugged. He put the bill away and turned the knob.


"All right, all right! If you want to act like a kike in a hockshop..." she screamed.


Clive came back again. She paced up and down in a cloud of smoke.


"Some guy brought her home," she said. "The driveway goes right under my bedroom window. I heard 'em talking, and it made me sore because sometimes I got insomnia and I was just drifting off when they came in. I looked out the window. I was gonna tell 'em to shut up, but by that tune they were almost back to the garages. The girl sounded pretty sore about something and this guy was kidding her along, like he thought she was right and ought to do something about it. I couldn't hear any words. There's an echo out there. You can hear voices loud, but the words break up.


"Anyway, all of a sudden the March kid laughs, real nasty, like she's got somebody right where she wants him, and the guy laughs and pats her on the shoulder. They go upstairs and he kisses her and she goes in and shuts the door. And he goes away." She came to Clive and thrust her hand out. "That's all."


"What did the man look like?"


"For twenty I might remember."


Clive smiled. He folded the ten carefully and shut his fingers on it. "The man was tall. He wore a black coat and a black hat pulled down over his face. And there was no moon so you couldn't have seen what he looked like if he'd been stark naked. Am I right?"


She cursed him.


"Sure," said Clive wearily. "Sure. I'm not even very smart. I was just repeating something I heard before."


He threw the bill on a table and went out. At the corner drugstore he stopped to call his office.


"Johnny, get busy on the phone and find out if anybody at the Skyway Club saw who Sugar March went home with the night before she died."


Johnny groaned. "You hand me the sweetest jobs! Got something new?"


"Our pal in the black coat. He was with her when she got home. He still hasn't got a face."


"Hey, that ties up with the keysmith. But there wasn't any tall guy in black, or anything civilian, near her when she fell."


"Maybe," said Clive reasonably, "he's really two midgets. I'll call you back."


He bucked traffic at a modest twenty-five down Vine to Rossmore. He was still all by himself. A couple of butterflies began to play tag in his stomach. He thought, Hell, I've been in this game too long. Pretty soon I'll be looking under my bed nights instead of in it.


He stopped at a drive-in and weighed the butterflies down with some solid food. They were still fluttering when he went into the Cardiff Towers to see Mrs. Julia Krebs.


Clive took his clean shirt and expensive tweeds across an acre and a half of deep mulberry carpeting and gave his card to a sleek middle-aged man behind a circular desk.


"I'd like to see Mrs. Julia Krebs."


The man lifted a telephone, making the diamonds sparkle on his fingers. "Six-A, please. Six-A? This is the desk calling. There is a Mr. Edmond Clive to see Mrs. Krebs." He turned to Clive. "In regard to what did you wish to see her?"


"In regard to a Mr. Michael Hammond."


He repeated that into the phone. There was a pause. Clive counted the silver-fox coats going in and out. Presently the man said "Thank you," and turned again. "Mrs. Krebs is not in. Will you leave a message?"


Clive said pleasantly, "Tell the maid to tell Mrs. Krebsâ�� when she comes inâ��that there is a matter of some correspondence that has become rather urgent. Mr. Hammond is anxious to have it taken care of right away."


There was further conversation with the telephone. This time the sleek man hung up and gave Clive a peculiar look.


"Mrs. Krebs will see you, sir. Sixth floor, Apartment A. The elevators are on your left."


"Thank you." Clive's face was blandly innocent. "She made a quick trip, didn't she? Modern transportation is a wonderful thing."


The maid let him in. She wore an ugly uniform, but the loose cut couldn't hide what was underneath. She had no make-up and her hair was drawn tight under an unflattering cap, but even that didn't spoil her much. Brown curls sneaked out anyway, her eyes were lively, and her lips were pink and full. Clive smiled at her when she took his hat. She wanted to answer it, but didn't. He went on in.


The apartment was one of those modernistic movie sets where the newly rich like to bask. White rug, thick square furniture with shaggy upholstery in unpleasant colors, shapeless art pieces, and miles of plate-glass windows. There was a nice view of the golf course. Mrs. Krebs was occupying center stage in front of it.


She fitted the place like a decorator's piece. She wore something flowing and informal in black velvet with a wide gold belt that showed off her perfect corseting. The neck was cut very low. Her black hair was dressed short, her hard, predatory face carefully made up and set off with gold earrings. She had nice hands and called attention to them by carrying a cigarette in a six-inch ivory holder. She wasn't as young as she hoped she looked, but for a certain type of man she would still have a lot of attraction.


Clive wasn't the type. He waited patiently until she got tired of trying to stare him down. Finally she turned to a pale green sofa and laid herself into it cornerwise, so that her long clean lines showed to advantage.


She said coldly, "I don't believe I understood your cryptic remark, Mr. Clive. I don't believe I liked it."


Clive sat down in a chair, without being asked. "May I smoke?" Mrs. Krebs nodded curtly. Clive lighted a cigarette. He seemed to have all the time in the world. She watched him with impenetrable black eyes.


Clive said, with no particular emphasis, "Persecution, Mrs. Krebs, is a serious offense. The victim can collect quite a sum in damages."


"Will you please come to the point!"


"Michael Hammond is innocent of the crime with which he is charged. When he's acquitted, he's going to take steps to end a particularly unpleasant type of mental blackmail."


"I don't understand you!" She rose and faced him accusingly. "Innocent! Mick Hammond killed that girl and you know it. I remember your name now, Mr. Clive. I know what your game is. Mick needs money for the trial. I imagine his wife isn't going to pay for it! And you've decided that I'm the logical victim." She made a vicious gesture with the ivory holder. "The bastard," she whispered. "He told me he destroyed those letters. I should have known."


"You should have known better than to write the ones you've been writing for the past six months."


She said nothing for a moment, trying to probe Clive's hard eyes. "What are you trying to do?"


"I've been hired for a certain job, Mrs. Krebs. I'm trying to complete it."


She wasn't a show piece any longer. She was an angry woman, not very handsome and fairly scared. "I won't pay blackmail, do you understand? I'll fight you. I'll see that bastard Hammond put where he'll never do any more harm, and you with him. Do you understand that, Mr. Clive?"


Clive smiled with his mouth. "You have this a little mixed, I think. Hammond is the one who will sue you."


"Sue me?" She laughed. "This is a brand-new approach."


"They found several clear prints on those letters. Will you object to having yours compared?"


"But of course my prints were on them... Who found them?"


"The police. And a typewriter is as identifiable as handwriting. Where do you keep your Royal, Mrs. Krebs?"


"But I wrote them by hand..." She stared at him, running slender red-nailed fingers along the neck of her gown. "Mick showed them to the police? I don't understand."


Clive stood up impatiently. "Let's stop playing games. I don't care about any romantic swill you may have written Mick. I'm talking about the letters you've been sending his wife. You hate Mick. He used you, and that didn't go down very well. You wanted to get back at him. So you hired somebody to check up on his past and started feeding the details to Mrs. Hammond. You even told about yourself. A nice little touch of vengeful masochism there, Mrs. Krebs. You probably thought that would relieve you of all suspicion." He picked up the phone. "I think it's tune we had some law in on this."


She gestured sharply. Her white breast lifted hard, and her nostrils were pinched. Clive held his hand over the mouthpiece.


"I didn't write any letters like that," she said. "I don't know anything about them. I haven't touched a typewriter in years. I don't own one. If there are prints on the letters they aren't mine. I don't mind having them checked. But I don't want any scandal. Please don't send the call through the switchboard. I'll go with you. I'll be glad toâ��"


"You'll have to do better than that, Mrs. Krebs. You didn't have to write the things yourself. The man who did your snooping for youâ��your maidâ��your secretary. The police are very thorough. They have ways of finding out."


She straightened. Her face was composed again, the shrewd cold face of a woman who knows how to climb up in the world.


"Very well, Mr. Clive. Call the police. I shan't object to anything. I shall only say this: When everyone is quite satisfied that I had nothing to do with those letters I shall sue the police department and you personally for the highest damages my lawyers recommend."


She turned her back on him, returning to her original position by the windows. Clive laid his finger carefully on the connection lever, holding it down. He spoke into the dead phone, watching her.


"Police headquarters? Clive speaking. Get me Lieutenant Gaines." He waited. Mrs. Krebs didn't move. Clive put the phone down and laughed softly. "All right," he said. "If you're bluffing, it's good enough to take me this tune. I can always come back."


She didn't look at him. "Get out." At the entrance into the hall her voice stopped him again. "I just want to say this. I'm glad someone sent Mrs. Hammond those letters. I wish I had thought of it myself. I hope that you will never find who did it And I hope that Mick Hammond will be convicted whether he's guilty or not."


"Yes," said Clive quietly. "I rather thought that was how you'd feel."


The maid wasn't there. He picked up his hat and went out.


He found the service door down the hall. It let him onto a clean concrete landing with iron stairs running up and down and four white doors facing each other. He rapped on the one marked 6-A. The maid opened it.


She was startled. Clive took the door out of her hand and came inside and closed it.


"Don't be scared, honey. I only want to chat a while." He removed his hat and let his eyes admire her. She flushed and looked away, patting at her hair.


Clive said, "For Pete's sake, why do you go around hiding under that burlap?"


She jerked her head toward the apartment. "She makes me."


"I'll bet I know why."


She had lovely teeth, and two dimples. "You do?"


"Sure. She doesn't want you stealing the scene from her."


She laughed, bending over a brilliant kettle on the electric range. Clive sat down on a white enamel stool and sniffed at a plate of cookies laid out on a tea tray.


"Have one," the girl said. "There's plenty more."


It was crisp and had lumps of chocolate candy in it "Good," he said. "Any chance of Her Nibs coining out here?"


"Not her! She wouldn't duty her feet walking into the kitchen." The girl banged a cup and saucer down. "And I happen to know she used to work in a bargain basement in the Bronx!"


Clive picked up another cooky. "Been with her long?"


"Nearly eight years. Jobs weren't so easy to get for a while. But the way things are now..."


Clive let his eyes wander again. "I'll bet you'd look cute in coveralls, riveting."


She giggled, passing close to him to set the tray.


He said casually, "I guess you know a lot about Mrs. Krebs."


"You bet I do! I..." She stopped suddenly and turned on him. "Who are you? What do you want?"


He slid off the stool, smiling. "Take it easy, kid. I'm just a little guy with a job to do, and it doesn't have anything to do with tattling to Mrs. Krebs. In fact, I wouldn't blame you if you sneaked all her girdles into the rubber drive." He pushed the remaining half of his cooky between her pouting lips. "Right now," he added, watching her mouth move, "I'm enjoying my work."


He leaned over and kissed her, keeping his hands between them. She squealed and colored, fumbling at the neck of her dress.


"Ooh!" she gasped, feeling the crackle of paper money. "What's that for?"


"Who bought the story of Mrs. Krebs and Michael Hammond from you?"


She stared at him, frightened.


"No one will ever know. I promise."


She glanced at the dining-room door, and then back again. "All right," she said hurriedly. "He said his name was Bill Kennedy, and he was a private detective. He met me down in the areaway one night and asked a lot of questions, and gave me a hundred dollars."


"Could you see what he looked like?"


"Well, it was dark, and he kept his hat pulled down. But he was tall, taller than you are a lot, and bigger. I think he was wearing evening clothes. He had a nice voice andâ��well..." She flushed, laughing. "He had a mustache. I know that."


Clive laughed, too. "Dark or light?"


"I couldn't tell by the feel of it. But I do remember that his skin looked as if it must be awfully dark, because I could see his teeth when he smiled in spite of there being hardly any light." She frowned, pausing. "It seems to me I can almost remember almost seeing his mustache, once I knew it was there, like it would be lighter than his skin."


Clive stood for a moment, looking at her and not seeing her. She caught her breath and drew back.


"What is it? What have I..."


Clive began to smile, almost caressingly, but not at her. "Nothing," he said. "Onlyâ��you just started to put a face on Murder."
   Chapter 17


The road that Clive had chosen to take to the beach was narrow and not much traveled at this hour. He jammed the throttle down hard. Fields raced by beyond a deep ditch. Plowed land, and long straight rows of green. Presently, from a ramshackle little farmhouse up ahead, an ancient truck wheezed onto the highway with a load of celery.


Clive drove his foot down on the brake and his hand on the horn ring. The old truck didn't move any faster, finishing a left turn. Clive swore and pulled back on the emergency.


He wasn't doing more than twenty-five when the front wheel came off. The car slewed off into the ditch, churning mud with its rear wheels. The celery truck trundled away without stopping. Clive killed his motor and sat still with his eyes shut, gripping the wheel.


Somebody yelled, "Hey! Hey, there! Are you all right?"


A black sedan had pulled up on the edge of the road. A heavy-set man who looked like an oil-field worker stood at the top of the ditch.


"Yeah, I'm all right." Clive got out stiffly, holding one arm tight across his middle. The man leaned over and gave him a hand up.


"Lucky for you that truck slowed you down," he said. "If you'd throwed that wheel while you was travelin' like you was when you passed me..." He whistled.


"Yeah." Clive looked at his car, and then at the wheel lying fifty feet away in the mud. His mouth twitched. "Can you take me to Del Key?"


"Sure, goin' home that way." He helped Clive in. "Brother, you're sure lucky! Sure you're okay? You look kinda white around the gills."


"Knocked my wind out, that's all. Get going."


"Sure," said the man in a hurt tone. "Sure. Only 7 ain't breakin' no speed laws." He drove thirty-five miles an hour and no faster. He didn't speak again.


Clive loosened up enough to thank him when he reached Del Rey. He called his auto club and arranged a tow, and then got a taxi. He left it at Avenue Thirty-seven and said, "Wait." He climbed the steps of the little house where he had gone three nights ago while Dion Beauvais waited in the fog.


The thin young man opened the door. He was still wearing his denim pants and his faded jersey and his cigarette. There was a large mottled bruise on the right side of his forehead.


He stared at Clive. "Jeez! I thought you was in the hospital."


"I didn't have time to stay." Somewhere out back a child was having a tantrum and a woman was yelling in a high, strident voice. The young man grinned.


"Home sweet home. Phooey. Come hi?"


"No, thanks. There was just something I wanted to ask. When you fell that nightâ��how did it happen?"


"Well..." The young man scowled down at the sandy, oil-stained pavement at the bottom of the steps. "I ain't just sure. I got down the stairs okay, and then the walk just seemed to yank itself out from under my feet. I went down flat. I must have been stunned, because I seem to remember trying to get up and then it was like somebody hit me from behind." He turned his head. "I gotta bruise under the ear. See?"


"Yeah. You didn't see anyone or hear anything?"


"Naw. It was blacker'n the inside of a cat. Hell, it was just one of those things, I guess. I still don't see how I cracked both sides of my bean, but you do funny things when you take a spill. I remember once when I was a kid..."


"Sure," said Clive. "You used the word 'yank.' Why?"


"That was what it felt like. Like somebody pulled the sidewalk out from under me." He shook his head. "Damned if I can see yet what I tripped on."


Clive stood for a moment looking hard at nothing. Then he smiled and fished a bill out of his pocket. "Look, fellaâ��I feel kind of responsible. Buy yourself some headache powders on me."


"Jeez! I can drown myself in 'em for that. Well, thanks, pal!"


"Forget it. And the next guy that asks you to call the cops ' for him, boot his teeth in."


"I ain't sure that would be any healthier! Heyâ��can't you ' tell me what goes on here? I mean, being practically in the middle of it, like..."


"Read the morning papers in a couple of days. By that time the news can't do you any harm."


Clive went back to the cab. The child was still screaming. A dog barked savagely somewhere between the faded houses. The sun was bright, the sea smelled clean and strong and sharp with salt, and there were sea gulls crying. None of those things had changed any, in spite of the sprawling black stains on the sand.


He experienced, as always down there, a strange moment of duality. He was two people walking down the street: a boy in overalls who had not seen anything yet but the brightness and the cleanness and the soaring gullsâ��and a man named Ed Clive, who had.


He looked at the black stains without hostility. They understood each other.


Back in Hollywood, he left the hacker waiting and went up to his office. Jonathan Ladd Jones was nursing the Scotch and brooding at the telephone. He began to speak, slowly and with care.


"I hate Alexander Graham Bell. I hate his father, his mother, and his grandparents. I hate the telephone company. I hate the guys that string the wires on the poles." He took a deep breath and lifted his gaze to Clive. "I am getting so I hate you."


"There seems to be a general swing of opinion that way." Clive was busy with a cigarette.


Johnny watched the way his hands moved and said, "What happened?"


"Somebody unscrewed the lugs on a front wheel and piled me in a ditch." Clive sat on the corner of the desk and picked up the phone. The switchboard girl at his apartment house answered.


"Hello, honey. Clive speaking. Look, will you and Chuck and whoever else happens to be free get busy on something for me? Somebody got into my garage after my car was brought back... . Yeah, a little tampering job. Will you find out if any of the tenants who came home late that night happened to see anyone? Thanks. Call me back at my office as quick as you can. If I'm not here I'll get in touch with you later."


He hung up and began pacing. "What did you find out, Johnny?"


"Like always. One of the waiters saw Sugar get into a car, but he couldn't see who was driving except that it seemed to be a man in black, like he might have on evening clothes."


Clive smiled.


Johnny said patiently, "Okay, Ed. You've got the twitches and you're walking like a tomcat on hot bricks. What gives?"


"I don't know yet."


"All right, make like a wooden Indian. I just work here. Mrs. Hammond called three times. She found out you'd skipped the hospital and she wants to be sure you're all right. If you can sit still that long, you can call her up. I'm not touching that damn phone again. The next time I do it'll bite me."


Rather slowly, Clive dialed O and gave Jane Hammond's number. Mulligan took the call. Jane came quickly, as though she'd been waiting close by.


"Ed, you shouldn't be out of bed!"


"I'm doing fine, thanks."


"Well, please be careful! I don't know what we'd do without you." She paused, and then said so low he could hardly hear, "Are you going to save him, Ed?"


"Yes. Yes, Jane, I'm going to save him." He heard her sharp intake of breath, and then the empty humming of the wire. "Is Vivien there?"


"Iâ��I don't know. Oh, Ed, do you mean that?"


"I mean it. Will you find out if Vivien is there?"


He heard her call to Mulligan, and then she said, "Why do you want her? Is something wrong?"


"No. Look, Jane. I'd like you and Vivien to stay home tonight. I'm sending Johnny over."


"Thenâ��you must be afraid of something..."


"I don't know. I just don't want to take any chances."


Clive put another cigarette in his mouth and lighted it from the butt of the last one, moving restlessly within the reach of the phone cord. Presently Mulligan came back and Jane said, "Vivien is down in the pool. Do you want to speak to her?"


"No, thanks. Just see that she stays there with you. I may have some news, later on."


Jane whispered, "We'll wait, Ed. Be careful."


He hung up. Johnny was getting his hat and coat. He glared.


"Now I know I hate you. Parking me with a couple of dames just when things start breaking. I oughta go on strike!" He jammed his hat on. "Besides, Ed, I ought to stay with you and you know it."


Clive smiled briefly. "I need you right where I'm sending you. Take your gun and make sure it's loaded."


"Trouble?"


"I don't know. Maybe."


"Farrar?"


The phone rang. Johnny started back hopefully. Clive said, "Get the hell out, will you?"


"I know," said Johnny nastily. "For what you're going to do you don't want any witnesses." He slammed the door.


The switchboard girl was on the other end of the line. She was breathless with excitement. "The Bevises. They came home about two o'clock from a friend's house and picked up a man with their headlights just as they turned into the drive. They almost hit him. He ducked around the corner real quick and went off down the street."


"Could they see what he looked like?"


"He was a tall man, wearing a black coat and a black felt pulled down. But Mrs. Bevis said she saw the lower part of his face. He seemed to be quite sunburned and had a fair mustache. Does that help you, Mr. Clive?"


"It's just what I wanted. Thanks, honey." He pressed the lever down and then slowly and deliberately dialed another number.


A feminine voice said, "Wilshire Crest Apartments."


"What time does the night clerkâ��Gibsonâ��come on?"


"At six, sir. Is there a message?"


"No, thanks." Clive hung up and looked at his watch. It was five thirty-two. He got out the Scotch, noticing as he poured it that his hand shook slightly. Then he locked the office and went down to the waiting cab.


"Wilshire and Fan-fax, and fast. I've got a damned important errand before the shops close at six."


They made it in twelve minutes. Clive shoved a bill at the driver. "Know any prayers, bud?"


The man stared at him. "I was brought up Catholic, and I married a Jew. I know all the prayers there are."


"Well, say 'em for me."


He walked away, looking at signs on the store fronts. May's Wilshke towered above the crowds waiting for buses on all four corners. The gold clock on its onyx front said five-forty-five. Two blocks up the Boulevard the modernistic windows of the Wilshire Crest burned flame-yellow in the low sunlight.


There were two cleaners-and-dyers in opposite blocks. Clive went into the nearer one. There was a girl about sixteen behind the counter, wearing the inevitable Sloppy Joe and an upswept hair-do trimmed with flowers. She smiled at Clive out of a wide face covered with freckles like rust spots.


Clive said, "Does a man named Kenneth Farrar bring his cleaning here?"


She kept on smiling. It didn't seem to mean anything. "I really couldn't say. I'm just helping out here while..."


"Could you find out?"


"Well, I don't know. I don't know just where my father keeps his records and everything. You see I'm just helping..."


"You said that. Isâ��"


"Could you come back tomorrow?"


"I could not. Isn't there somebody out back there?"


"Father's just putting some early deliveries in the truck. We're really ready to close..."


Clive put his hands flat on the counter. He said carefully, "Go out and ask your father if he has a customer named Kenneth Farrar. If he has, tell him to come here."


She stopped smiling. "Now you wait a minute, mister. This is our shop, and if weâ��"


"This is a homicide investigation. Will you get your father or shall I?"


She let her mouth stay open while she looked at him. Then she whirled around and went out.


When she came back with a stubby, bald, freckled man who held her protectively behind him, the clock on May's Wilshire said five fifty-three. It took the stubby, bald, freckled man exactly three minutes more to go through the F's and make sure that he did no cleaning for anyone named Kenneth Farrar. He seemed pleased about it.


Clive went out again.


He had to cross two intersections to get to the other shop. He reached it just as the woman inside turned the hanging sign around to CLOSED. The door was locked. Clive rapped on it. The woman shook her head. She was a small, alert, and very business-like brunette in neat green pants. She started away through the back of the shop.


Clive swore. He knocked again, furiously. The woman looked angrily back and he flashed his illegal badge.


The woman returned and unlocked the door. "Well?"


"Police business. I want to ask you some questions."


She let him in, reluctantly. "John," she called. "Oh, John." A big sandy young man came through from the inside room. She said, "He's a policeman."


"What do you want? We haven't done anything."


"Homicide investigation," Clive said. "Do you do cleaning for a man named Kenneth Farrar?"


"Homicide!" said the brunette. Her eyes grew very bright. "Has he committed a murder?"


"Then be does bring his cleaning here?"


"Oh, yes. He's a steady customer. Lives right up here at the Wilshire Crestâ��"


"Did he bring in a black coat recently?"


"Seems to me he did...."


Clive watched her. The place was hot, choky with steam and chemicals. He was sweating heavily, and the nervous tic pulled his facial muscles at intervals.


"Why, yes," the woman said. "I remember. He showed me some grease spots on it. Said he'd had to change a tire on the road and could I get the stuff out."


"Has it been cleaned yet?"


She looked inquiringly at the sandy young man. He shook his head.


"We're so far behind on our work it isn't even funny. You can't get help these days, I have to do all my own pressingâ��"


"Sure, sure! May I see the coat, please."


The young man shrugged and went into the back room. Clive walked up and down, smoking. He didn't look like a man who wanted to talk. The woman kept quiet. After a while the man came back with a black topcoat.


Clive spread it on the counter. There were two or three streaks of grease on the skirts, outside. They might have come from changing a tire, or doing something else to a wheel. He turned it over and looked at the inside.


There were two distinct places where the cloth was bruised and scraped as though from heavy friction. It had been brushed, but the broken fibers showed plainly. There was sand worked deeply into the fabric, and one big smear of oil.


Clive took his hands away and smiled.


The woman drew back against the wall. "My God. You look..."


He started, laughed, and began folding the coat. His fingers touched it as though it were the naked skin of some woman he was very fond of.


"Wrap this," he said. "Put it in a safe place and don't touch it again. Someone will be around from Headquarters in the morning to pick it up."


She moved toward it, still staring at Clive. The pleasant excitement had all gone out of her.


The lobby of the Wilshire Crest Apartments was small, expensive, and empty except for the man behind the desk. He was plump and pink and baldish, wearing a very neat conservative dark suit and steel-rimmed spectacles. "You're Gibson?"


"That's right, sir."


Clive handed him a card. "I'm working on the Hammond murder case. I want to talk to youâ��in private."


"Oh, yes. Yes, indeed, Mr. Clive! I spoke to you once before, I believe, over the phone." The same note of thrilled excitement was in his voice again. Middle-aged suburbia whose chief relaxation was reading murder mysteries. "Has something new come up?"


"Yeah. Where can we talk?"


"The manager's office, right over there. I'll have to call the boy to take over the desk." Gibson pushed a plunger on the switchboard.


"Is Kenneth Farrar here now?" Clive said. "He went out not five minutes ago."


Clive nodded and went across to the door marked Office. He paused a moment, studying the lobby. The desk was to the right of the doorway, the elevator and stairway directly opposite, to the left. The elevator was automatic.


The office was a neat, impersonal little room, containing nothing but a desk and three chairs. Clive walked around it restively until Gibson came in.


"Now, Mr. Clive, what can I do for you?"


"Sit down."


He sat. Clive went on walking.


"You told the police that Farrar came in about a quarter to one on the night Laurel Dane was murdered, and didn't go out again."


"That's right."


"How do you know it was Farrar?"


"Iâ��why, I just know it was, that's all."


"Did he come up to the desk?"


Gibson's pink face was beginning to look frightened. "Whyâ��no, he..."


"Did he speak to you?"


"No. He seemed surlyâ��perhaps a trifle, well, under the weather."


"Did you see his face clearly?"


"Well, yes. That is, I..."


"Did you!"


"I... he had his hat pulled down over his right eye. He always wears it that way. But I know it was he!"


Gibson was sitting on the edge of his chair, his plump fists clenched on his knees. Clive came and stood over him. His face was impassive, hard with a hardness that Gibson had read about but never seen. He said slowly, "The man didn't come near you, he didn't speak to you, you didn't see his face, but you know it was Farrar."


Gibson ran his tongue twice across his lips. "But it never occurred to me that it could be anyone else."


"Exactly." Clive seemed faintly contemptuous. "I'll tell you what you saw, Mr. Gibson. You saw a tall man, of Farrar's build, dressed in Farrar's clothes. At that hour in the morningâ��what tune do you go off duty?"


"Two o'clock. I live in the building."


"All right. At a quarter to one your powers of observation are not very alert. You have no reason to suspect that what you're looking at is other than what it seems. You see a man resembling Farrar, wearing his hat and topcoat. You see him walk across the lobby with his back to you, toward the elevator. His hat is pulled down over his face and he is apparently somewhat drunk. Therefore you do not think it strange that he doesn't speak, and any dissimilarity in carriage you automatically put down to the influence of liquor. Am I correct, Mr. Gibson?"


Gibson ran distracted fingers through his thinning hair. "I don't know. I'm all confused. When you put it that way, I..." He glanced up. "I just know it was Mr. Farrar!"


Clive looked at him sullenly. "Mr. Gibson!" He leaned across the corner of the desk. It was as though he were the defense attorney and Gibson a witness on the stand.


"Mr. Gibson, this is a murder case. At least three lives have been taken. Attempts have been made to take others. From my own personal knowledge I can say that my client is innocent, and I have definite, concrete proof of Kenneth Farrar's involvement. Your word is all that stands between one man and the gas chamber."


He bent closer. His voice had an impersonal ruthlessness. "I'm only a private detective. In the courtroom you will face expert legal men. Can you go honestly into court, knowing that a man's life depends on you, and give your sworn testimony that the man you saw on the night of the murder was Kenneth Farrar?"


He stopped. Silence closed in, very still, pressing silence. Gibson closed his eyes. There were beads of sweat on his bald forehead. After a while he relaxed, with an air of letting go.


"No," he said quietly. "I don't suppose I can. And after talking to you I can see that it would do me very little good if I did."


He rose, looking at Clive with direct and simple dignity. "I am still sure in my own mind that the man I saw was Kenneth Farrar."


Clive gave him a smile of surprising gentleness. "Murder, Mr. Gibson, is only fun to read aboutâ��for most people. If it's any consolation, you've saved an innocent man."


"I hope so. Is there anything else I can do for you?"


"Can you find me some paper and an envelope?"


"I believe there's some in the desk." He laid it out on the blotter. Clive wrote hurriedly, sealed the envelope, addressed it to Detective-Lieutenant Jordan Gaines, Homicide, put a stamp on it, and handed it to Gibson.


"I noticed a box just outside. Will you drop this in for me?"


"Of course, but..."


"I'm leaving by the back way. In case I was seen coming in here, it's a little less public."


Gibson went rather white. "You mean..."


"Exactly." He patted the little man kindly on the shoulder. Gibson stared at him as though he were something strange and not quite human.


"Down the hall to your left," he said flatly.
   Chapter 18


It was almost dark, with a scatter of huge stars burning on a deep blue sky. There was a broad paved area at the back of the building, with the garages beyond. To the right of the back steps a short flight led down to a door marked Janitor. Subdued light spilled out over the pavement from windows set flush with the ground.


Clive went down and rang the bell.


A stocky little man with a tough, good-natured face opened the door. His speech had a definite tang of Billingsgate.


"What'll it be, sir?"


Clive looked past his shoulder. There was a radio playing popular music. From a half-open door across the living room came the usual sounds and smells of dinner cooking. There was no one within hearing. Clive identified himself.


"Gawd!" said the janitor. "I read the papers. Guess they've got Hammond right where they want him now."


"They've still got the wrong man. Do you want to help me prove it?"


Bright, shrewd eyes studied him. "How?"


"I need a passkey."


"Here, now! I can't..."


"Of course not. But people drop things sometimes. I think I just dropped a bill there on the steps. Maybe you dropped the key."


The janitor grinned slowly. "Maybe I did," he said. "Now maybe I did, at that."


Clive turned his back. He heard a metallic rattling and then something rang on the concrete near his foot. He picked it up.


"You should get that hole in your pocket fixed. Good night." He climbed the steps. On the way his shoe pushed a folded bill down into the light. The man laughed.


"I like it better this way. Thanks, and good hunting, pal."


Clive waited for a couple coming from the garages to precede him into the apartment house, and went unnoticed up the back stairway to the third floor.


There was no one in the hall. There was only the usual murmur of voices, radios, and people moving around. Clive unlocked Farrar's door and locked it carefully again behind him. He didn't turn on the lights. His pocket torch gave him all he needed.


He worked quickly. The apartment was neat with the sterile neatness of a man who kept nothing, not the smallest scrap of paper, except what might be locked away in a safe-deposit box. The only thing Clive found in any of the desk or table drawers was a medium-caliber revolver.


It was the same with the bureau and the dressing table. Even the pockets of the suits hanging in the closet were stripped clean. Farrar was a businessman, and a good one.


Without much hope, Clive dragged a small suitcase out of a corner of the closet and opened it. The things in it had evidently been thrown there in a hurry. He pulled out a pair of soiled blue pajamas, slippers, and a silk dressing gown. There was nothing else. He went through the pockets of the gown. The first one was empty. The second held a handkerchief with a smear of lipstick on it, and a crumpled penny postcard.


It was a commonplace, unimportant thing. Something pocketed for future attention, and then forgotten. Just a form notice from the gas company that the monthly bill was overdue. It had been mailed two days before the death of Laurel Dane, and was addressed to Mr. William Kennedy, on Lookout Mountain Avenue.


Clive's hands began to tremble.


Moving very quickly, he shoved the card in his pocket, put the bag back in the closet, and went to the telephone in the other room. He called a taxi, giving instructions for it to stop on the side street. When he went down the back stairway to meet it he was smiling. His eyes glittered like agates in the light.


He found the cab, parked in heavy shadow under a line of trees. There were several cars along the curb and more half a block away on Wilshire. Any one of them might have had a watcher in it. Apparently no one followed the taxi, but between the darkness and the dimout a car without lights would have been hard to see. Once on Fairfax there was enough traffic to make it impossible to tell.


Clive chain-smoked all the way up Fairfax to Laurel Canyon, and then up a winding narrow road between the hills, climbing Lookout Mountain past little dim cabins clinging to the canyon walls. He had the itch between his shoulders again, as he had that night in the fog, with Beauvais.


The driver stopped high up toward the crest, setting the brake hard.


"That's it, ahead there. The last house on the road. If I go any farther I won't be able to turn around. Want I should wait?"


"Yeah. Turn off your lights."


The road behind them was a tunnel of solid black twisting down the mountain. There was no other house closer than three hundred feet, and that was deserted. There were no sidewalks, no light but the pale shine of stars with mist across them. The air was cold, sharp with sage and eucalyptus, and it was quietâ��the crisp, brittle quiet of a place where little furry things make all the noise there is.


Clive transferred his automatic from the holster to the front of his waistband, leaving his coat open. He walked up toward the crest.


Presently he made out the shape of a low roof and the heavier darkness of shrubs below it. His shoes grated softly on gravel, and then there were steps, rough wood, and a handrail greasy with dampness.


The front of the house was three stories high, with a garage on the bottom and the living room on top, and something with no windows and a padlocked door in between. The lock was rusted far beyond opening.


The front door was locked, too. Clive followed a flagged path back into a small garden. There was nothing but stillness between the crouching shadows of the plants. He found a rear door. It was fastened tight, but it was made of glass. Clive used his gun barrel to smash the small pane by the lock. It made a hellish racket. He waited. Nothing moved anywhere. He reached in and turned the key.


Inside there was pitch blackness and stale warm air. Clive locked the door and put the key in his pocket. The slats of the Venetian blind were already pulled shut. There was a roller shade on the one large window. It was down. Clive flashed the tiny beam of his torch.


There was a double bed with a spread of red satin pulled half off and trailing on the floor with a tangle of bedclothes. The pillows and the lower sheet were rumpled. There was a thin layer of dust on them. A woman's filmy white negligee lay on the floor across a pair of satin mules.


Directly opposite him was a door leading into a long, narrow hallway. Beside it, the wing mirror catching the torch beam in a maze of reflections, was a low dressing table. There was a picture on it: Jane Hammond in a silver frame.


Clive went quietly down the hall.


There was a big window with curtains of striped crash drawn across it in the left-hand wall. On the right were doors to a small bath and a midget kitchen, and an open arch to a dining alcove. At the end were two steps leading down into the living room.


It ran the width of the house. Rustic ceiling, knotty pine walls, wide windows covered with the striped crash, bookcases, a few pieces of light furniture, and a couch before a huge stone fireplace. Clive stood listening. There was no sound but his own breathing.


The front door had a bolt, but he left it undrawn. There was a string of Persian camel bells on the wall, the horsehair tassels brilliant turquoise against the wood. He took them down carefully, so that they gave off only a faint chiming. He hung them on the handle of the door and tied them there with his handkerchief. Then he returned to the bedroom.


Jane Hammond's picture threw bright glints at him from its silver frame. He went through the dressing table. In the middle drawer were a comb, a brush, a box of powder, and a lipstick. They seemed unimportant to him and he left them alone. In the lower right-hand drawer, flung in as though in anger and hanging partly outside, was a transparent nightgown of some silky white stuff. There was no laundry mark on it. The label bore the name of a good, but not exclusive, maker. Clive dropped it back and turned away, unconsciously rubbing his hand across his thigh as though he had touched something not quite clean. He picked up the negligee. There was a cleaner's tag on an inside seam. He laid it on the bed and reached for the mulesâ��5 1/2 M, from an expensive shoe company. Clive put them with the negligee and swung his light around.


A bureau. Nothing on the top, the drawers half open and empty. A closet, also empty. Nothing more anywhere.


Clive folded the negligee, laid the picture on it, put the satin slippers on the picture, and rolled the whole thing into a neat bundle, tucking it under his arm.


In the bath there was only an impersonal collection of soap and toothbrushes. The kitchen had not been used for some time. He went into the living room, snapped off the torch, and stood listening to the crickets singing outside in the brush.


Using the light again, he found a door in the front corner of the room. There seemed to be only an empty closet beyond, until he saw that part of the left-hand wall had been cut away and there were steps going down, like a ship's ladder. The closet floor creaked as he walked over it.


Below was a big unfinished room, to which belonged the door with the rusted padlock. Rough empty shelves, a couch, a scarred table and chair, and a green-shaded lamp hanging from the ceiling. Probably in the beginning it had been a writer's workroom. Clive leaned over the table.


There was nothing on it now but a film of dust. By shining the light obliquely he could see the faint smudges left by the rubber-padded feet of a typewriter. There was a trace of fresh eraser dust in the cracks. Otherwise the place was stripped clean.


Clive went upstairs again. There was no sound in the living room, no faintest chime from the bells. He returned to the bedroom, turned the key noiselessly, pulled the automatic out of his waistband, and stepped into the garden, moving fast and making no more noise than a cat. It was still empty of anything but shadows.


The air struck cold on his skin, with a smell of sea fog under the bitterness of the damp hills. He walked along the path to the front and halted. The roadway below made a blacker streak against the rough ground. He could make out the shrubbery around the steps, and off to the left the lighter blob of the yellow taxi. The driver was smoking. The tiny red coal of his cigarette glowed and paled behind the windshield like a lantern seen at a great distance down a railroad track. The crickets chirped drowsily.


Clive stepped out into the starlight.


The stairway was narrow, long, railed in, and naked. His body made a moving patch of shadow. The light touch of his feet on the treads sounded loud, like a man walking in a church. He reached the bottom, covered with cold sweat.


He crossed the gravel path to the road. The little red glow of the hacker's cigarette dimmed and brightened, dimmed and brightened. Clive gave himself a crooked, self-derisive grin. He let his gun hand drop to his side and walked on down the hill.


The driver flipped his butt away, an arc of fire against the night. The motor snarled, coughed, and settled to an even purring. Clive quickened his pace. The lights blazed on. Bright lights, the big beam, a blinding white glare.


Clive jerked up a startled hand to shield his eyes, and before it could get there the motor roared into gear and the lights were rushing at him.


He yelled. Sheer muscular reflex sent him leaping for the ditch. A tremendous weight struck him glancingly on the hip. He went down in a spurt of stinging gravel and a cloud of exhaust fumes, rolling over on brush and rocks and hard earth.


For a moment everything went away. Then, down at the end of a long spinning funnel of blackness, he saw the taxi again. It rushed backward obliquely down the hill, shining its red tail lights, carrying the white beam of its lamps behind it like a bride's train. It was coming for him, in the shallow ditch.


Clive was still gripping the automatic. He raised it and fired twice through the rear window, so rapidly that the slam of the shots blended into one echoing crack against the sleeping hills. Then he threw himself out of the way.


The taxi swerved and crashed the ditch beside him, so close that the impact jarred him clear to the heart. The motor died. The headlamps blinked and then went on shining, a hard-edged path across the hillside. The crickets had stopped singing.


The door by the driver's seat swung open.


A man came out, slowly, the upper half of him first, sliding face down along the edge of the seat, his knees still under the wheel. His hands slipped over the running board, tightened, and gripped it. There was blood on them. It looked black in the reflected light. The hacker's peaked cap fell off his head. He had fair hair, but the whole left side of his face was blackâ��black, and glistening.


Presently he fell the rest of the way, into the gravel on the edge of the road, and lay still. He was not dead. He breathed, an agonized sound.


Clive stood up. He was very slow about it, but reasonably steady. He took the flashlight out of his pocket and turned the beam full in the man's face.


He must have been twisted around, watching over his shoulder through the rear window, steering with one hand. One of Clive's bullets had taken most of his cheek away.


He was still recognizable as Kenneth Farrar.


Clive flashed the torch into the cab. The hacker lay in the luggage space, his head propped up in the corner under the dash, his knees doubled onto his chest. He didn't mind the discomfort. He didn't mind Clive's light in his eyes. He had bled slightly from the nose and ears.


Clive put the flashlight away. He got a cigarette and lighted it with his left hand, watching Farrar in the reflection of the headlamps.


Farrar began to pull his hands and feet in under him. It took him a long time. He lifted himself up onto the running board finally, leaning back against the seat. He made a vague gesture toward his face, but did not finish it. He seemed not to want to know what had happened there.


Clive said, "You almost had me."


Farrar's eyes had a curious bleached pallor, as though the color was running out of them with the blood. They were not so different from the eyes of the dead man behind him. He tried to speak. He didn't go on with it.


Clive said, "You saw me going into your apartment house."


Farrar nodded. A lock of blond hair had fallen over his forehead. A handsome, devil-with-the-ladies lock.


"You waited for me. You knew you'd been seen the night you loosened the wheel on my car. You knew I'd know who it was even if I couldn't prove it to the police. You felt me walking up on your heels, Farrar. So you waited. You followed me. And I walked into it. I don't really deserve to be alive." He paused. "Too bad you had to kill the hacker. It wasn't his fight."


He dropped the cigarette and stepped on it. Farrar watched him. There was a cold understanding in his eyes. He tried to speak again.


"I'll tell you," Clive went on. "You didn't pay your gas bill. You shoved the card in the pocket of your dressing gown, and then Laurel was killed and you forgot it. Such an unimportant little thing. Bad luck. But you've played in bad luck right along, haven't you? You were seen when the keysmith died. You were seen with Sugar March. No face. Just a tall black shadow. But even a shadow can be traced. I found your coat, Farrar. It hadn't been cleaned yet. The police will have it tomorrow."


Farrar moved his hands up to his belly. They were half closed and lax, the wrists pressing in. His eyelids had drawn narrow. Clive gestured toward the house.


"She didn't take her things away. She's been too busy."


Farrar leaned forward. His voice came out, but there was no shape to it. Clive nodded slowly, and smiled. Farrar began to laugh. He laughed until he choked on the blood running down his throat. After that it was still again.


Clive put another cigarette between his lips and lighted it, left-handed. In the quick flame his eyes were steady, dark, without emotion. Farrar's hands crept higher. Clive took the cigarette in his left hand and held it out, butt foremost.


"Smoke?"


Farrar nodded. He raised his right hand and wiped the back of it across the side of his mouth that was still there. Clive leaned over him and placed the cigarette carefully in the corner of his lips.


Farrar's hand dropped down, fast, inside his coat.


Clive let him get the automatic in his palm, clear of the holster, clear of his coat. Then he shot Farrar once through the center of the forehead.


He stepped back.


The body fell slowly forward and lay quietly in the dust. Clive's eyes widened, suddenly hot, with the reddish blaze that brown eyes get at times. Presently he put his gun away and went back to the ditch.


He found the filmy robe and the slippers and the picture where he had scattered them in his fall and wrapped them together again. Walking diagonally up the road to where it ended, he selected a place where rainwater had channeled the hillside and hid the bundle under a pile of dead brush and debris. Then he returned to the house.


The crickets were singing again. Down the road there were two men who didn't hear them. The crickets didn't care. 'The hills didn't care. Nothing, here, would ever care.
   Chapter 19


The camel bells were back on the wall. The front door stood open to the night, throwing a hard electric glare across the damp shrubs outside. Men with heavy boots tramped on the wooden stairs. Down the road there were lights and voices and men moving around, the white explosions of flash bulbs, a jam of official cars, and the morgue ambulance. There was a cordon across the road, and beyond it a surprising number of people who had followed the sirens up from the main road.


In the living room Edmond Clive sat in the one big chair, smoking. He had his hat pushed back and one leg hung comfortably over the chair arm. Lieutenant Gaines leaned on the edge of a table, looking sullen, suspicious, and annoyed.


"All right," he said, "it all checks, and I suppose it's a clear case of self-defense."


Clive smiled with innocent pleasure.


Gaines sighed. "You goddam son of a bitch. Okay. Go ahead and draw me a diagram."


"Sure thing, sonny." dive's attitude was kindly. "There has been from the beginning a tall dark shadow mixed up in everything connected with Laurel's murder. He was around the night the keysmith was killed. He was with Sugar March before she died. There was a distinct odor of him that time at the beach when Beauvais and his pal took me to the wall. Then he had a stroke of bad luck. Up to there he was just a shadow. But he tinkered with my car, and somebody saw him. They put a face on him for me. Farrar's face."


"You've got witnesses, of course."


"I'll give you the list tomorrow. I checked the cleaning shops in Farrar's neighborhood and found a coat he had brought in. You can get it in the morning. There's grease on the outside that will check with the grease on the front wheel of my car. On the inside, you'll find something much more interesting." He paused, glancing up at Gaines. "I'm afraid you'll have to let Hammond go."


"For Farrar? He had an alibi."


"Yeah. Had an alibi. Check with Gibson."


Gaines settled his big body on the table edge. "All right, Clive," he said. "This will have to be good."


"It's good enough." Clive leaned back in the chair. He looked drawn and tired, and there was no mockery in his voice now. "Farrar dropped into the Skyway Club one night and heard Laurel sing. He fell for her, fell hard. He tried his best to make her. But Laurel couldn't see him, and Farrar didn't like that. He was used to getting any dame he wanted. He kept on trying, looking sillier and getting madder. Probably Laurel gave him the rough side of her tongueâ��she had one. So Farrar decided he was going to break her, or else.


"He paraded as a private dick, and he was a good one, but it was only a professional means to an end. His chief income was from blackmail. I knew it. You knew it. We all did. He was just too damned smart to give us anything to prove it with. He guessed, the same way I did, that Laurel had a past and that she was afraid of someone. He decided to find out about it and use the knowledge to club Laurel into doing what he wanted her to.


"I was out of town all that time, but he must have known he'd have to tangle with me. He was willing to. He'd gone too far to back out without making a fool of himself, and he was no canary. He figured himself for a very hard boy, and he was. Besides, we'd been drifting toward a showdown for a long time.


"He got Laurel's apartment key out of her dressing room, had it duplicated, and then searched her place. He found the same thing Big Fella foundâ��the marriage license and the picture of her and Dion Beauvais. He was all set to put the screws on. Then I got back in town.


"Laurel was scared, not of Farrar, but of Beauvais. She knew her apartment had been searched. Naturally, she connected it with her husband. She wanted my help. Mick Hammond was rung in. Things began to look more complicated. Perhaps Farrar began to get a little nervous.


"He and I boxed our opening round that night at the Skyway Club. After that I have no way of knowing exactly what went on in Farrar's mind, except that he was sore as hell at me and annoyed because his plans had got bitched up. Korsky checked him through several barsâ��he was dosing his grouch with alcohol, and that never helps much. Maybe he knew then that he was going to kill Laurel. Maybe it had reached the point where he had to have her or kill her. Maybe he wasn't sure what he was going to do. But he was a cautious bastard. He was already closely identified with Laurel, and he had, in an unguarded momentâ��Farrar was human, he got tight at times, and he had an ugly temperâ��shot off his face to Sugar March. Probably all he said was that Laurel was too damn snotty and needed taking down, but still it was unfortunate. Whatever the reason was, he fixed himself an alibi, just in case. In case, maybe, that he ran into me and had to do something permanent about it.


"He got some guy, probably a small-time mugg who had done things for him before and could be made to keep his mouth shut, to put on his, Farrar's, hat and coat and go home to the Wilshire Crest. He figured that at one A.M. the clerk would accept any man of his build, wearing his clothes, and appearing slightly drunk, as Kenneth Farrar, if he didn't speak to him or see his face clearly. Then Farrar went up to Laurel's apartment.


"It was dark and quiet. He decided Laurel was alone and tried to get in with his key, but the door was bolted. I got knocked out about then, but Farrar must have waked Laurel by knocking. He forced her to let him in, threatening her with what he knew. She wasn't really frightened. She must have wondered where I was, but she knew I wouldn't leave her. She thought I'd be right back.


"Farrar may not have realized right away that Mick was in the bedroom. He put the squeeze on Laurel. I suppose that first she was angry, and then she began to get scared. I didn't come back, and I had her gun..."


Clive's gaunt face tightened. There was a thin film of sweat on his skin.


"She tried to wake Mick, and Farrar hit her with the blackthorn stick, lying so handy on the table. Maybe he didn't mean to kill her. Maybe he just wanted to shut her up. Maybe he was so damned mad at her he didn't care. Anyway, he hit her too hard. It's easy to do, at the base of the skull. She died, and he was there with a murder on his hands.


"But it was a pretty good murder. He'd used Mick's cane. The act didn't look premeditated and he had an alibi. There was nothing to connect him with it except the key he'd had made, and a tottery old guy like the keysmith would be easy to get rid of. He wiped off the stick and the doorknob and went away, leaving Mick framed for the kill.


"It was no trick to push the old man downstairs. Farrar was clean. I might have suspicions, but he could handle me. He was sitting pretty. And then the news broke about the guy in the kitchen.


"That bitched him, right there. He must have sweat blood. He wasn't in any danger from Big Fella, but he couldn't know that. He had to find out who the man was and get rid of him, and that wasn't going to be easy. However, the guy didn't spill over to the police, and that meant to Farrar that he was holding out for blackmail. But nobody approached Farrar. Then it occurred to him that I was the logical one for the mystery man to make a deal with. With my personal involvement I'd be willing to pay him highly, offer him the most protection, and have no motive to bump him off.


"So Farrar started tagging me around. He must have seen Beauvais going into my place. He fixed up your prowl car so it wouldn't interfere, fixed up a couple more so it wouldn't look deliberateâ��Farrar had a well-developed accident techniqueâ��and followed us down to the beach. He knew, of course, that Beauvais was clean, so he was pretty sure we were leading him to the man in the kitchen.


"We did. I'll give Farrar credit for being able to tail us in that fog. The guy was a genius at it. He followed me up to the house where I found out where Big Fella was living, and then another complication came up. He was close, a lot closer than Beauvais, and he heard me tell the young guy to call the cops. He didn't want cops. He didn't want another murder, eitherâ��one there couldn't be any reason for. He didn't, above all, want the guy just knocked on the head, which would have made it obvious that somebody besides Beauvais and me was in on the deal. He didn't, of course, have any idea how the business was going to turn out. So he arranged another accident.... I wrote you a note about it, in case I got the worst of this game."


"You gave yourself plenty of tune to play it alone."


"It was black as hell down there. His coat was dark. He laid it down at the bottom of the steps, waited till the young fellow came out, and then pulled it out from under him. He took a nasty fall, and Farrar gave him one under the ear just to make sureâ��an extra bump he might have got hitting a step or something. You'll find sand, oil, and friction burns on the inside of Farrar's coat. Then he went down to Big Fella's cabin, crawled up close in the fog, and watched the fun.


"Everything worked out swell, for him. Big Fella was playing his own game. All Farrar had to do was ride my car down over Big Fella's neck. Another accident, sweet, clean, and simple. He left Beauvais alive to nail the gas-box shut on Hammond. He didn't know whether I was still kicking or not, but he didn't think it mattered. He supposed even I would be convinced."


Gaines said, "What about the horn you heard blowing?"


"As you said." Clive shrugged. "Some local wolf having trouble with his girl. Probably that's another reason why Farrar didn't stop to bother with me. He was afraid somebody might come. He was sorry afterwards. I wasn't convinced. And with all the other suspects eliminated, that left Kenneth Farrar sticking out like a beacon in a blackout. His guilty conscience began to work on him. Just the police wouldn't have bothered him so much, because police have to have proof. He knew I didn't have to. He tinkered my car. Somebody saw him, and I didn't get killed. He knew he'd left traces behind. You can't help leaving them. They didn't add up to anything for the cops, but he knew they would to me. He had to get me before I got him, and before I could convince anyone else that he was guilty.


"He had a stroke of luck. He saw me going into his place. He waited for me, followed me up here, and got all set. He wanted me dead by accident. It might look just a little queer if I was murdered. Also, bullets can be traced and there was no ideal place to hit me over the head from behind. Besides, he couldn't afford to have signs of violence around this houseâ��it could be traced to him through the rental agent, who could identify him, and Kennedy is an alias he's used before. That's one reason he had to kill the cabby too, poor bastard.


"He was going to run me down and then put me inside and ride the cab onto some other road and off into a gully. If it didn't catch fire by itself he could always throw a match in the gas tank. Regrettable accident. Poor Eddie, the son of a bitch. I hope he's in hell. You and Farrar could have wept a little on each other's shoulders. And from there on out he was as clean as a whistle. Only it didn't work, quite."


"Too bad."


"Yeah."


Gaines said morosely, "Why did you think this house might have something to do with Laurel Dane's murder?"


"I didn't. I was just fishing for anything I could get. The coat and the broken alibi were good, but maybe not quite good enough for a jury. The house turned out to be just another love nest, but Farrar convicted himself."


Gaines fingered the transparent nightgown on the table. "He must of had some fun up here, at that. What about the March dame?"


"Maybe he was planning to kill her, maybe not. Anyway, she did it for him."


"Uh-huh. And the nasty letters. They were just a side issue?"


"Yes. Mrs. Hammond can do something more about them or not, as she pleases."


"I don't suppose Farrar was mixed up with those letters."


"There doesn't seem to be any evidence one way or the other."


Gaines shifted his weight slowly onto his feet. "We'll check all this. Up, down, and backward."


"Go ahead, kiddie. It's all yours."


"All right," Gaines said sourly. "I guess you hold enough aces to take my hand."


Clive nodded pleasantly.


Games said three words with careful distinctness and turned on his heel. Clive laughed.


"Give my love to Korsky."


Gaines went out. Clive rose and telephoned the Hammond house. Mulligan answered.


"Everything all right there?"


"Yes, sir. The ladies are with Mr. Jones in the library. Shall I...?"


"No. Just tell them to stay put. I'm coming right over. And Mulliganâ��you can tell Mrs. Hammond that Mick will be home in the morning."


Outside there were sounds of breaking up and going away. A plain-clothes man waited impatiently to lock the house. Clive called a taxi, and went out.


The noise, the lights, the cars, and the people drained back down the black funnel of the road. For a few moments he was alone. He threw his head back and struck his fist against the side of the house and laughed.


He got the filmy white bundle out of the brush and walked down to meet the taxi.
   Chapter 20


Jane Hammond said softly, "So that's how it was."


She sat in one of the rose-colored library chairs, looking long and slim and lovely in blue. She had a radiance about her that did not come from the lamplight.


Clive nodded. "That's how it was."


Jonathan Ladd Jones, hunched up sullenly by the fireplace, turned to glare at him. "I should have been with you. I told you that. What if you'd been killed?"


"You'd have been out of a job and a quart of free Scotch a day." Clive stood up, glancing over at Vivien. She was curled in a corner with her feet under her, her face in shadow. She watched him with silent intentness.


Jane said, "Why were you afraid for us, Ed? You should have had Johnny with you."


"I had a reason at the tune." He grinned. "It turned out not to be a very good one. Even a genius like me can make mistakes."


She rose. "And Mick's all right. Everything's all right. Oh, Ed... God bless you, Ed." She came into his arms.


He kissed her, drawing her close, very gently. It was a long time before he took his mouth from hers. She drew back a little and looked up into his eyes.


"Ed," she said softly.


She put her hand up against his cheek. He took it in his own and said with rough good humor, "Beat it upstairs and cry."


"Yes. Yes, I can do that now, can't I?"


She smiled at him through a bright mist and went out. Vivien had not moved. Clive went over and put his hand on Johnny's small hard shoulder.


"Time to go home."


Johnny got up. He opened his mouth, remembered Vivien, closed it again, and breathed harshly through his nose. Clive chuckled.


"You can beat me up tomorrow. I'll sit still for it." His eyes had no laughter in them.


Johnny stopped glaring. He frowned. Clive said, "I'll be in the office sometime after noon."


Johnny's mouth moved uncertainly. He looked at Vivien and then back at Clive. He said, "Good night, Ed," and went out.


Clive stood with his back to Vivien, smoking quietly, until he heard the outer door close and the faint click of Mulligan's heels going back into the service regions. Vivien neither stirred nor spoke. The soft, regular sound of her breathing was the only sound in the room.


Clive said, "I have something for you, Vivien."


Her breathing stopped. Not as though she were frightened, or even surprised, but as though she wanted to be sure she heard what he said next.


"I left it down by the pool when I came in."


Her legs made a rustling against the chair as she unbent them. "I'll get my coat." She went past him and up the stairs.


Clive crushed out his cigarette and walked down the hall to the French doors. He stood there, waiting. His face began to twitch, and he put up his hand to stop it.


Presently Vivien came down, wearing the same short camel's-hair coat she had worn that afternoon at the hospital. Clive held the door for her.


They crossed the terrace in a heavy fragrance of stock and roses under salty dew, and then followed the flagstones beside the black loom of the hedge. The bitterness of evergreen replaced the cloying flowers. A dim moon hung behind the mist, striking a glint of tarnished silver from the pool. There was no wind, and it was cold in the hollow.


They walked over slippery tile at the water's edge and went into the pavilion beside the dressing house. It was no more than a slanted roof upheld by slender pillars. There were big rough chairs cushioned in canvas and wrought-iron tables supplied with smoking things and magazines. Clive found the small white bundle and spread its contents on a long chair.


"I thought you might want these back."


She looked at them, her hands thrust deep in her pockets. "How do you know they're mine?"


"With that photograph, it had to be either you or Jane. The negligee is too short for Jane, the slippers are too small. That leaves you. Besides, the bedspread was your color, not hers." He touched the silver frame. "A psychologist would be interested in that. Love and hate are so close together, aren't they? It was almost like having Jane there in person to throw your sins at. Homeopathic tortureâ��a nice primitive touch. You're a masochist, Vivien."


She shrugged, turning away. "I didn't suppose anyone would find them. I didn't want them any more."


"No. No, you wouldn't, would you?"


"Don't be cryptic. I hate people being cryptic."


"All right, I'm answering both statements. You wouldn't suppose anyone would find them becauseâ��count me out, I wasn't supposed to liveâ��because no one had any reason to look for the house, or even to think there was one. And as far as you both knew, there was no way to trace it even if anyone did. Farrar just slipped up a little on that postcard. And can you blame him?"


She made a small harsh sound that might have meant anything.


Clive went on, "And we both know why you wouldn't want the things any more."


She glanced up at him from under the corners of her lids.


Clive said, with a peculiarly brutal softness, "It hit you right where you live, didn't it, when he walked out on you for Laurel Dane?"


She studied him silently for a long moment, and then laughed. "You bully," she said. "You cheap little bully." She sat down, leaning back against the canvas cushions. The moon touched the high surfaces of her face with a chill whiteness. Only her mouth was dark, moist and glistening.


Clive said, "You don't love me as much as you did this afternoon."


"No. No, I don't."


"What changed your mind?"


"I think it was the way you kissed me. Very kindly, as you'd pat a dog on the head, not even your dog that you were fond of, but just any dog. Ed Clive, handing out a favor. God on a mountaintop, being kind to a miserable sinner."


"You must have been sorry then," Clive said mildly, "that you saved my life down there at the beach."


Her lids opened wide. The eyes behind them were cold, shrewd, aware. A little surprised, but even then not afraid. She leaned forward to speak.


"Shut up." Clive held his voice low, but it was harsh with violent anger. "God damn you, shut up! I'm talking now. Me, Ed Clive, the guy you and Farrar thought you could use for a football and get away with it." He bent over her. "I threw Farrar to the wolves. I wanted it that way. I was going to frame it that way, but I got the breaks and I didn't have to frame it, much. All right. I gave Gaines a story, a good story. It's got holes in it and he's going to worry about them, but it's close enough to the truth so he'll have to take it and like it, because there isn't any evidence to show anything else. And he doesn't have to worry about taking it to court. Farrar isn't going to stand trial. I took care of that But I held out a little on Gaines. A couple of small items that make a story with no holes in it at all."


She was unmoved. "Items like those?" she said, and nodded her head at the long chair. "So I was living with him. He wasn't the first man, nor the last. So what?"


"So you have guts, Vivien, a damn sight more than I gave you credit for."


She smiled. "You're enjoying yourself."


"Yes."


"Men never grow up. They're always just little boys, puffing out their chests and showing their muscles."


"But little girls do, don't they? They go along for years, stamping their feet, pulling their sisters' hair, smashing their dolls, and screaming. And then all of a sudden they find the thing they've always wanted, and they're grown up. They're people, finished, mature, with the door shut forever on the nursery."


She lay relaxed against the cushions, not even her eyelids moving. Clive laughed. He got cigarettes from a box, lighted one, and passed it to Vivien with an oddly intimate courtesy. Then he lighted one for himself, sitting on the edge of the table, facing her.


"Farrar cleaned up very nicely after the letter-writing. Gaines looked down into the workroom, but he didn't even bother to go in. Your fingerprints are all over the place, of course, but why should Gaines care? One trollop more or less... And how could he ever identify them, anyhow? The negligee and slippers might have tempted him... and besides, I had another use for them."


Her mouth twisted, blowing a contemptuous plume of smoke.


"I'm not trying to trap you, Viv. Nothing as childish as that. I know. Bill Kennedy had to ask people about Mick. Some of the people remembered it"


She stopped smoking, stopped breathing, and then she shrugged.


"All right. I hired Kenneth Farrar to look up Mick's past for me. I loved Mick. I told you that. When he married Jane I thought I couldn't stand it." She laughed. "The child, screaming for a toy somebody had stolen. I'd met Ken at some party or other and I thought he'd be a good man for the job. I was rotten enough to know that he was rotten, too."


Clive nodded. "You figured that one of two things would happen. Either Mick would kill himself, or Jane would divorce him. This was after the accident, of course, when you knew the marriage would never break up by itself. It was a beautiful way to get revenge, and you weren't taking too much of a chance. Only then you fell in love with Farrar."


Vivien gestured impatiently. "All right, you're a brilliant detective. I left a lot of neon signs up there in the cabin and you read them. Once again, so what?"


"So this. Farrar wanted your money, and he was willing to take you too if he had to, to get it. Everything worked out swell until Mick got the idea of going to the Skyway Club after me. Farrar followed Mick, thinking he was on the trail of an especially fresh and nasty story, and incidentally met Laurel. Pretty soon the incident got to be the whole thing, and that left you sitting up on a dark mountain all by yourself. You didn't like that, did you?"


"Would anyone? Did you, when that black-haired bitch took somebody else to bed with her?"


He leaned over and slapped her across the mouth, not hard. Curiously, not hard at all. Her eyes blazed at him.


"God damn you!" Then she laughed, deep in her strong throat. "You sentimentalist! Because she's dead, she did no wrong and I'm not fit to speak of her. Oh, Ed!"


Clive said nothing.


"All right!" She sat forward on the chair. "Is this any of your business, any of it? You've done your bragging. Now what more do you want?"


"All right, Viv. We'll finish it. Why do you think I held out on Gaines?"


"Not for my sake!"


"No. For Jane's. For Mick's. And for mine."


"For yours?"


"Yes. I could have taken you and Farrar into court together. But courts are uncertain. Juries are uncertain. Do you know that out of ten thousand murderers every year, only two per cent ever reach the death chamber?"


She straightened up slowly, in withdrawal. Her hands slid back into the deep pockets of her coat.


Clive said, "That's what Farrar was thinking when he killed the keysmith. It would be awfully hard to pin that murder on him. But if the letter business ever broke in court, he was a dead pigeon. He couldn't have beaten that blackmail rap, nor the other ones that would have followed right on its heels."


Vivien said very carefully, "I thought Ken killed the old man to cover Laurel's murder."


"He did."


"Then you're not talking sense."


He smiled at her, a strange, intimate smile. His eyes were almost warm.


After a while Vivien whispered, "You can't scare me, Ed Clive. You can't do it."


"That's what makes this such a good game. Answer this one, Vivien. What motive did Farrar have to kill Laurel?"


She moved abruptly as though to rise. Clive put his hand out, and she relaxed, with sullen pettishness.


"You told us yourself."


"It wasn't a very good motive, though, was it? That's the biggest hole Gaines is going to seeâ��not that it'll help him any. With the setup what it was, Farrar would have had a lot more reason to kill me. He might have got around to Laurel later, if she proved stubborn, but not then. Not that night, right off the bat, with that keysmith to identify him and everybody in the Skyway Club ready to tell the world that he was crazy about her. He was a cold-blooded bastard, Farrar was. He'd have done a better job than that. He wouldn't have left anything to chance, like finding Mick in her apartment. It would have been perfectly planned, with every angle covered in advance. And particularly, and especially, there wouldn't have been Sugar March."


"What do you mean?"


"Farrar wasn't the type to run off at the mouth, especially to a dame like Sugar. And if he had, all the more reason not to kill Laurel before Sugar was taken care of. Loose ends, Viv. Too many of them. Farrar was a tidy person. That's why nobody could ever get anything on him."


"Then why did he frame that alibi? You're not beingâ��"


"He didn't frame any alibi. Gambler's luck, Viv. I got it, and he didn't."


Her mouth opened, and then closed again.


Clive said, "He went home sulking and a little drunk, and he didn't speak or show his face. Farrar wasn't near Laurel that night, after he left the Skyway Club." He inhaled deeply and let the smoke idle out with his words. "You want to take it from there, Viv?"


She said, in a peculiarly calm voice, "You're doing all right. Go on."


"You're grown up now, but a few days ago you were still a violent, emotional, unbalanced sort of person. You loved Mick enough to want to kill him when he married Jane. You admit the letters."


She nodded slowly, "Yes."


"You admit you fell in love with Farrar, lived with him, and took it pretty hard when he walked out on you, emotionally at least, for Laurel."


She nodded again.


"You fought Farrar about her, I imagine. You must have suffered. Laurel didn't have anything to offer but herself, and still Farrar preferred her to you and your money. You brooded about it, and probably drank too much, and finally you went down to the Skyway Club to see what you could do about it. But Laurel wasn't there. There was only the hat-check girl. And you blew off.


"The landlady heard something of what Sugar and Farrar were saying when he took her home that night. Sugar didn't have anything on Farrar. She had it on me, and what she had was you. Farrar was checking up on her to see whether she remembered and what she was going to do about it. She was going to use it to get me. Only you got her first."


Vivien said, "She died by accident. She tripped off the curb."


"Sure. You tripped her. You were right behind her in the crowd, but you're short and Johnny's short, and he didn't see you. I imagine you weren't wearing that bright red coat. You didn't want Sugar's death to look like murder, of course. Farrar didn't want to risk it, and besides, you wanted the fun of it. I remember how you came home that afternoon and went swimming, like somebody high on dope and dreaming."


She shivered, a shallow twitching of the skin.


Clive leaned forward and said softly, "You found something, didn't you, when you killed Laurel Dane? The ultimate sensual thrill, the closest thing to being God. You found your strength, Vivien."


She stared at him with wide pale eyes. And she smiled. After a long time she said, "You can't prove any of this."


"Maybe not. But let's see if I'm right. You stole the key to Laurel's apartment from Farrar. You went up there that night, and woke her, and she let you inâ��and you made a scene. She started to get Mick, and then you were scared because you didn't want it to come out about the letters. Or maybe you'd have killed her anyway. You picked up the blackthorn stick on the table and hit her with it, and she fell down, and you knew she was dead. And a whole new world opened up for you.


"But you'd put Farrar in a spot. He must have been furious with you. He had to kill the old man to cover himself, and Sugar had to be killed to cover you. And it would have been all right, with Mick taking the fall, only for the man in the kitchen. The man who stood out there in the darkness and watched you kill. And from there on the game got harder and harder, and the more things you and Farrar did to cover up, the more things there were to do.


"But you had fun, didn't you, Vivien? More fun that you ever had with hundred-mile clubs or men. You were discovering your hidden talent. Resourcefulness, turning any little spur-of-the-moment thing to your own advantage. Excitement, playing a secret game and playing it well. And above allâ��there was murder."


She was leaning forward now, and she was still smiling.


"You were going through a transition, an emotional coming-of-age. All your life you'd been tortured by a sense of weakness, a lack in yourself, a hatred of the strong and the beautiful and the good because they had something you couldn't find in yourself. Now you stood beside them, feeling the warmth of their flesh, hearing them breathe, and you thought, I can stop that. With my hands and my brain and the power in me I can stop all that, forever."


He tilted her chin, gently, holding her face in the moonlight, and brought his lips close to hers. "There was only one thing wrong. You fell in love with me."


He kissed her.


She gave herself. Then she thrust him away and sprang up, trembling. He sat back on the table edge and laughed.


"Jane told you I was still bent on saving Mick. You told Farrar to jimmy my car, but this afternoon you had to come and see me, just the same. I remember so well what you said. Viv. 'You've broken everything to pieces. Anybody else wouldn't have mattered, but it had to be you.'"


She cursed him, whispering.


"And then I said you could be strong, and you said, 'Maybe.' And you said you'd found something better than hate."


He rose suddenly and took her by the shoulders and bent her back, looking into her eyes. "Does it still frighten you, Vivienâ��the thing in me that you once said could kill you?"


For a long still moment they stood, and then she said quietly, "Nothing will ever frighten me again."


"Because I kissed you this afternoon, and you knew that the world I stand for was gone forever. You crossed over into your own place, and you'll never look back."


"No." She moved from under his hands. "I'll never look back."


He bowed to her slightly and turned and sat down on the end of the long chair. She laughed.


"I've admitted it, haven't I? All right, Ed. But we made a good run of it, didn't we?"


"Yes. A good run."


"I did most of the planning. Ken was too methodical, as you said. I thought you must know something when you sent Johnny over, but I couldn't be sure."


"The letters, plus the timing of the job on my car, plus the emotion pattern of the crimes that didn't fit Farrar's type, added up to either you or Jane. Partners in crime are always having troubleâ��I didn't know what minute one or the other of you might decide to call it off, permanently. And I wanted both you and Jane pegged down tight so I wouldn't have to watch anybody but Farrar. I think," he added, "that it was the way that horn blew down at the beach that first made me think of you."


"I was quite close, hidden in the fog. I watched them beat you. I loved you very much."


"The aphrodisiac of pain."


"I begged Ken to help you. He wouldn't, and I began to blow the horn. It was all I could think of to do."


"And then you rode my car down over Big Fella."


She nodded. "It was the other man who screamed. I thought for a moment he'd seen me. Then I realized the lights were in his eyes. He tried to get up, and then he fainted."


She leaned back against a white pillar, her hands deep in her pockets. "All right, I've confessed. But you can't do anything about it now. I'll deny it. Ken's dead, and without him you can't prove any of this."


"Do you know why I did that?"


"I think so. Partly you wanted to get Ken yourself, but mostly you were thinking of Mick and Jane. You're a sentimentalist, Ed, for all that hard-bitten front you put on. You figure they've suffered enough, and for their sakes you'll cover me. You knew what a nasty, scandalous mess all this would make in court. You knew how Jane would feel about it. You knew how it would go on and on, trials and appeals and newspaper stories. Oh, I've thought a good deal about what would happen if I got caught. With a good lawyer, a really good one, and a psychiatrist, I hardly think I'd get the death sentence. Women usually get the balance of sympathy. The first crime was unpremeditated, more or lessâ��they couldn't have proved more than second-degree murder. And I could so easily have blamed the rest on Ken. Sugar March and the big man nobody could ever have proved one way or the other. I might even have wangled myself clear of prison entirely, with a stretch in a sanitarium to correct my tragic psychosis. It's happened before, in crimes of passion. I've made a study."


"So you think you're pretty safe."


"I think so. Jane's better off not to have a sister in prison or a mental home. She's stood a lot. I suppose there's a limit."


"And for the future. You know what happens to a dog when he takes to killing sheep." Clive got up. "Do you think you're safe to run?"


Her lips gave a sensual little movement. "I don't know. Perhaps I won't ever have the need or the desire again. Butâ��I don't know."


She glanced up at him sideways, under her lashes. "But you don't have to worry about that, do you? It's all out of your hands, now." She laughed. "Poor Eddie! Defeat in a good cause, but still defeat. It doesn't taste nice, does it?"


He turned away sullenly.


"Never mind, Ed. Think of Mick and Jane, lying safe and happy in their little nest. I don't hate them any more. I don't have to. Think of them, Eddie, and you'll feel better. You saved them, single-handed, all by yourself."


She walked out into the moonlight, onto the bright moist tile. Clive followed, not speaking. The pool lay flat and still, looking at the sky.


She stopped and turned. "Ed."


"Yes?"


She put a hand on his sleeve, blocking his way with her body. A curious softness had come into her face, something of the trembling childish look she had lost.


"Ed, I... Oh, nothing makes sense, you think you have the pattern and you'll never lose it, and then all of a sudden something won't fit...."


He pushed against her, and she gave back a step or two, toward the corner of the pool.


"Ed, please."


He stopped.


"I don't know why, Ed... People don't go on all the time being detectives and murderers. Sometimes they have to stop and be just men and women. Ed, you kissed me this afternoon, and you kissed me just a moment ago. Perhaps I can't explain, but you mean something to me, something I saw when I was a child, perhaps, and could never find. I didn't like either of those kisses, to be all of you I ever had to remember. I mean the inside you, the you I lovedâ��the you I think I'll always love, in some corner of my heart."


He said slowly, "I'll be God damned." He tried to get past, pressing her back on the tile.


"Ed, please... just for a minute let's not be Ed Clive and Vivien Alcott, hating each other." Her hands, her body clung against him, warm and pleading. "Kiss me just once more, for what I might have been. For what I wanted to be, before it was too late."


He said somberly, "I thought you weren't going to look back."


"This isn't back. This isn't anywhere. It's just now, a little piece of time that doesn't fit, and that I want to keep forever. Kiss me just onceâ��the me that might have had a right to you..."


Her hands fell away from him. Her eyelids drooped, leaving an unseeing, dreamy darkness, dive's face twitched sharply. He put his arms around her. Her breath went into his mouth, and her left hand slid back under his shoulder, drawing him tight. Then, almost shyly, her lips found his.


His left hand dropped downward, a single violent movement.


They stood close together, the touch of their lips not broken. Clive's left hand held her right and twisted it, the strength of his wrist against hers, outward and upward. Her breath panted against his. He could feel her teeth, small and sharp and predatory.


Something fell on the tiles with a flat, hard clatter. A little gun. A lady gun, but big enough.


Clive laughed, without sound.


"I wanted powder burns on you," she whispered. "Powder burns, so I could say you attacked me. Did you think I could let you live? Did you think I wanted to let you live?"


He said softly, "No."


He held her, the living, furious strength of her. She gave back, one step, two steps, looking up into his face. There was no fear in her.


"It was a good run, Ed. A damn good run."


He did not answer. In the bleak light his face was without eagerness or cruelty or even hate.


"Your eyes are triangular, Ed. I never noticed that before. A killer's eyes." She laughed, raising her head on the strong column of her throat. "Even this won't bring her back, Ed. She's gone. Forever, gone."


He let her go.


His belly and loins pressed her, no more strongly than with the force of a deep breath drawn in, but enough. Her heels slipped on the wet tile and went over the edge. She did not scream. Her body fell across the angle of the pool and her head struck the hard rim of the corner. He could hear her skull crack. There was no great splash when she went under.


Water came out over the deck almost to Clive's shoes, and drained back again. One great bubble rose and burst, then smaller ones, a string of them, and then nothing. The ripples died. Clive took off his coat and hung it neatly on a chair back. Using his handkerchief, he picked up the little gun and dropped it into his pocket. Then he kicked off his shoes and dived in.


He swam easily and well. It took him some minutes to find the body, in eight feet of water and the darkness of the bottom. When he did he towed it to the shallow end, lifted it up onto the deck, and climbed out. She was quite dead.


He put on his shoes again and hung his coat over his shoulders. He began to shiver in the cold air. He rolled up the bundle of slippers, photograph, and negligee and put it under his arm, hidden by the coat.


He walked away across the dark lawn, and did not look again at Vivien Alcott.


The house was silent. He met no one in the hallway, nor on the stairs, nor in the upper hall. He walked very quietly on the thick carpet. One door had light under the crack, and that was Jane's. He knew where Richard's room was. The second of the other doors he opened proved to be the one to Vivien's room. He went in and turned on a small lamp.


He hung the negligee in the closet, somewhat apart from the other clothes so that it would dry where water from his shut had soaked it. He placed the mules on the shoe rack and Jane's photograph on a low table. Protecting it with his handkerchief, he laid the little gun in a bureau drawer under a pile of lacy underthings. Then he turned out the lamp.


He went out silently, and silently down the stairs. The darkness of his tanned skin showed through the thin wet fabric of his shirt. He pulled the coat closer around him. Drops of water ran down his face from his dark hair.


Mulligan was waiting at the foot of the stairs.


He looked at Clive, and past him up the steps, and then back again. He said nothing. His face showed no surprise. There was something curiously timeless about his being there.


Clive stopped by the graceful newel post. He said quietly, "Miss Vivien has had an accident. She slipped at the edge of the pool. She's dead."


Mulligan looked again up the stairs. "Will you tell Miss Jane, or do you wish me to?"


"I'll tell her, after I've phoned."


Mulligan inclined his head. Clive went past him, out onto the polished floor. Mulligan said with an odd, shrewd softness, "Perhaps it's the best thing, after all."


Clive stopped. The set of his head and shoulders was that of a tired man.


He said slowly, 'There's an old saying, Mulligan, that of all things, never to have been born is best."


He walked on across the hall, to the telephone.


http://www.archive.org/details/NoGoodFromACorpse
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"You planet-bound people build your four little walls of thought and roof them in with convention, and you think there's nothing else. But space is big, and there are other worlds, and other ways."
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Monstrous Theologies The Theme of Anti-Sacrifice in the Sci-Fi Pulps - Thomas F. Bertonneau : z non-fiction - essay - 4.0 


An academic article that also talks about C. L. Moore and Northwest Smith along the same lines.


"Leigh Brackett belonged to the same story-telling generation as Moore and Kuttner; she was married, in fact, to another science fiction writer, Edmond Hamilton, just as Moore was married to Kuttner.(14) The four lived in and around Santa Monica in the 1930s through the 1950s and knew each other well. Responding, as Moore did, to Lovecraft's opening of antique vistas and to Stanley G. Weinbaum's opening of the solar system, Brackett wrote a series of tales involving the antiquated cultures of Mercury, Venus, Mars, and the Asteroids under the ecumenical dominion of a Terran Empire in its brash ascendancy. Brackett's Martian stories parallel Bradbury's, but are more brutal than his, granting a greater degree of robustness to the colonized Martians. Brackett nevertheless, like Moore and Kuttner, ever apologizes for the normative, and this means that she defines the difference between the ethically acceptable and the ethically unacceptable according to the absence or presence of sacrifice. It is significant that, in one of the few explanations that she offered of her interest in the popular forms, she said the following: "The so-called space opera is the folk-tale, the hero-tale, of our particular niche in history" (Preface to The Best of Planet Stories 2-3). "The Beast-Jewel of Mars" (1948) is explicitly devoted to an examination of sacrifice and provocatively links sacrifice to the politics of resentment.


"The Beast-Jewel of Mars" revolves around Shanga, translatable as "the return" or "the going-back" (The Coming of the Terrans 8), a cult "forbidden centuries ago by the city-states of Mars" (9), which has reappeared with the arrival of the earthmen. The cult thus corresponds to a Lucretian lapsus in antiquas religiones. The sacred objects of the cult, the Jewels of Shanga, date back reputedly to "a half a million years ago" (14) when the priests of Caer Dhu carved them by a science now lost. The scheme resembles that in "The Dust of the Gods" by Moore, where a fragment of demonic Pharol's vanished world turns up in the deep rubble of the polar mountains of Mars. Certain plotters, as we have seen, want artifacts from the anomaly, the ones that Smith and Yarol refuse to export but, rather, destroy in situ. In Brackett's story, a Martian named Kor Hal tells protagonist Burk Winters that, despite having inaugurated Shanga as an escape from war and violence, the people of Caer Dhu quickly "perished" and "in one generation . . . vanished from the face of Mars." Brackett gives us a sketch of the Lucretian notion of how the ennui of long-standing security makes the beneficiaries of earlier demonic banishments vulnerable to cultic revival. Only a continuously upheld psychic vigilance can keep such atavistic deformations at bay."
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http://web08.library.tamu.edu/search/subject/410/?q=BRACKETT,%20LEIGHpage=1


1319.


King's cross in orbit: Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brackett in Sydney - P. A. M. Terry : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


King's cross in orbit: Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brackett in Sydney


Terry, P. A. M.  


Australian Science Fiction Review No. 14:25-31. February 1968.
   Unseen.
   http://web08.library.tamu.edu/browse/8037/


1320.


Leigh (Douglass) Brackett (1915-1978) - Eric L. David : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


Leigh (Douglass) Brackett (1915-1978)


Davin, Eric L.  


in: Davin, Eric L. Partners in Wonder: Women and the Birth of Science Fiction 1926-1965. New York: Ibooks, 2006. p. 372.


Unseen.
   http://web08.library.tamu.edu/browse/72865/


1321.


Leigh Brackett - John L. Carr : z non-fiction - 0.0 - encyclopedia 


Leigh Brackett


Carr, John L.  


in: Bleiler, E. F., ed. Supernatural Fiction Writers. New York: Scribner's, 1985. pp.909-916.


Unseen.
   http://web08.library.tamu.edu/browse/14517/


1322.


Leigh Brackett - Alex Batman : z non-fiction - 0.0 - dictionary 


Leigh Brackett


Batman, Alex  


in: Cowart, David, ed. Twentieth-Century American Science-Fiction Writers, Part 1: A-L. Detroit: Gale, 1981. pp. 58-60. (Dictionary of Literary Biography, v. 8)
   Unseen.
   http://web08.library.tamu.edu/browse/26927/


1323.


Leigh Brackett in Paperback - Elwanda Holland : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


Leigh Brackett in Paperback


Holland, Elwanda  


Books Are Everything 1(3):24-26. May 1988.


Unseen.
   http://web08.library.tamu.edu/browse/36115/


1324.


Leigh Brackett (1915-1978) - Lee Server : z non-fiction - 0.0 - encyclopedia 


Brackett, Leigh (1915-1978)


Server, Lee  


in: Server, Lee. Encyclopedia of Pulp Fiction Writers. New York: Facts on File, 2002. p. 30-32.
   Unseen.
   http://web08.library.tamu.edu/browse/69777/


1325.


Birthdate - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - birthday - 3.0 


December 7, 1915


Died March 18, 1978


1326.


Space-burned - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - quotes - 3.5 


"His hair was as black as mine used to be, his skin space-burned dark and leathery."


The Veil of Asterllar.


http://www.jessesword.com/sf/view/1910


1327.


Swords-and-Sisters: Leigh Brackett and women in fandom - Al Harron : z non-fiction - article - 4.0 


"However, my first introduction to Brackett wasnâ��t with one of her stories: it was in the introduction to a Robert E. Howard collection. The introduction to The Sword Woman is inspired, heartfelt and full of genuine appreciation for Howardâ��s skills as an author in a way that seems a million miles away from the prevailing â��donâ��t look for philosophical puzzles, there are noneâ�� attitude of the time.


Itâ��s too bad that Robert E. Howard didnâ��t write more stories about his Sword Woman, Dark Agnes de Chastillion. She was quite a characterâ�¦ more intelligent than Conan, more attractive than Solomon Kane, and as fine a swashbuckler as any of Howardâ��s heroes. Perhaps she came a litle before her time. Women who could do things were not very popular in fiction back in the â��30s, particularly in the adventure story field. C.L. Mooreâ��s Jirel of Joiry, who gained considerable fame at that time, operated solely in the fantasy field, where there was a good bit more latitude."


http://www.thecimmerian.com/?p=12160#more-12160


1328.


The Citadel Of Lost Ships - Leigh Brackett : z artwork - professional - 3.5 


Interior illustration for the story : -


http://ia331214.us.archive.org/BookReader/BookReaderImages.php?zip=/2/items/Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1_/Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1__jp2.zipfile=Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1__jp2/Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1__0003.jp2scale=8rotate=0


.http://ia331214.us.archive.org/BookReader/BookReaderImages.php?zip=/2/items/Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1_/Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1__jp2.zipfile=Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1__jp2/Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1__0004.jp2scale=8rotate=0


http://www.archive.org/stream/Tops_In_Science_Fiction_Volume_1_Number_1_#page/n3/mode/2up


1329.


Empire Interview: Screenwriter - Lawrence Kasdan : z non-fiction - 4.5 - interview 


"How different is the Leigh Brackett draft from what ended up being shot?


There's nothing. There's no connection. You know, George is a better one to answer that question, but I never looked at it that seriously. We didn't work from that. He said, "God bless her, but she wasn't doing anything like I wanted it." She had written some great movies. But I don't think they were ever on the same page about Empire. I think George hired her because of her extraordinary history. But what George needs, and particularly in Star Wars, is someone who's going to do what he had in mind -- make it happen.


You're used to being in creative control these days. Was it difficult being more of a hired hand, making someone else's vision happen?"


http://starwars.com/themovies/episodev/news20100318.html?page=2


1330.


G. K. Chesterton and Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 5.0 - Analysis 


A quotation from Chesterton:-


"These writers may tell short stories, but we feel they are only parts of a long story. And herein lies the peculiar significance, the peculiar sacredness even, of penny dreadfuls and the common printed matter made for our errand-boys. Here in dim and desperate forms under the ban of our base culture, stormed at by silly magistrates, sneered at by silly schoolmasters here is the old popular literature still popular; here is the old unmistakable voluptuousness, the thousand and one tales of Robin Hood. Here is the splendid and static boy, the boy who remains a boy through a thousand volumes and a thousand years. Here in mere alleys and dim shops, shadowed and shamed by the police, mankind is still driving its dark trade of heroes. And elsewhere in all other ages in braver fashion, under cleaner skies, the same eternal tale-telling goes on; and the whole mortal world is a factory of immortals. "


http://www.archive.org/stream/gkchestertoncale00chesuoft/gkchestertoncale00chesuoft_djvu.txt


and Brackett, from The Best of Planet Stories
   "'â��Planet, unashamedly, published â��space operaâ��. Space opera, as every reader doubtless knows, is a pejorative term often applied to a story that has an element of adventure. Over the decades, brilliant and talented new writers appear, receiving great acclaim, and each and every one of them can be expected to write at least one article stating flatly that the day of space opera is over and done, thank goodness, and that henceforward these crude tales of interplanetary nonsense will be replaced by whatever type of story that writer happens to favor â�� closet dramas, psychological dramas, sex dramas, etc., but by God important dramas, containing nothing but Big Thinks. Ten years later, the writer in question may or may not still be around, but the space opera can be found right where it always was, sturdily driving its dark trade in heroes.â��'"


1331.


Lorelei of the Red Mist Comics 1-2 : z comic - venus - 0.0 


Just discovered these, and site has "by Ray Bradbury, Leigh Brackett, Christy Marx, Dell Barras,  C. Manalac"


Unseen.


Some library info here :-


http://comics.lib.msu.edu/rri/brri/barr.htm


http://media.mycomicshop.com/iss/300w/215/492151/9650911_1.jpg


http://media.mycomicshop.com/iss/300w/215/492151/9650941_1.jpg


1332.


Autograph - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - autograph - 5.0 


From : - http://goldenagecomicbookstories.blogspot.com/2010/03/leigh-brackett-1915-1978-brackett-is.html


http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_PB-O1yT5EYg/S43HtNVTAHI/AAAAAAAA3yQ/pB23I9UJqMg/s400/01_brackett_autograph.jpg


1333.


Detective Comics 198 The Lord of Batmanor - Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton : z comic - 3.0 - batman 


Batman in a kilt fighting the Loch Ness monster, no less.  Amusing Scooby Doo sort of story, complete with bagpipes.


With apparent details here :-


The Lord Of Batmanor!
   Issue # 198
   Stories:
   The Lord Of Batmanor!
   Robotman -- on The Loose
   Destination -- Mars!
   Bring In Pow-Wow Smith Dead!
   DC Comics
   August 1953
   Featuring: Bruce Wayne/Batman, Robotman, Impossible But True, Pow-Wow Smith.
   Written by Edmond Hamilton
   Plot Leigh Bracket.
   Penciler Dick Sprang, Joe Certa, Ruben Moreira, Leonard Starr.
   Inker Charles Paris, Joe Certa, Ruben Moreira, Leonard Starr.
   Cover Art: Win Mortimer.
   Editor Whitney Ellsworth.
   Regular Series
   44 Pages
   U.S.A.
   Issue Price: 10Â¢


http://www.comics-db.com/comic-book/1007570-Detective_Comics_198.html


From 1953.


http://i978.photobucket.com/albums/ae267/Batinthebelfry/d198-1.jpg
   http://www.comictreadmill.com/CTMBlogarchives/2008%20Images/PropDet198Nessie2-thumb.bmp


1334.


Lorelei of the Red Mist - Christy Marx : study - z comic - 3.5 


There's a quote from the writer on Amazon :-


"I was quite surprised to find this obscure comic book show up in my amazon.com listing. I hasten to clarify that what I wrote was a comic book adapation of this classic fantasy/sf story by wonderful authors, LEIGH BRACKETT and RAY BRADBURY. 


The art was by Dell Barras. 


I've never actually seen copies of the thing myself, so I have no idea how it came out, but they still want me to rate it."


http://www.amazon.com/gp/pdp/profile/A1MDOFFUTGMOV0


1335.


Eric John Stark Begins - Ryan Harvey : z non-fiction - article - 4.0 


"Stark was the most famous creation of Leigh Brackett (1915â��1978), one of the first female authors to break down the gender barriers around science-fiction and fantasy publishing. Brackett was a multi-talented writer who could write not only epic space opera and scientific romances, but also hard-boiled mysteries and Westerns. When the pulp market dried up in the mid-'50s, principally her chief publisher Planet Stories, she entered into the burgeoning world of TV writing. She also wrote a number of screenplays, The Big Sleep (co-written with some guy named William Faulkner), Rio Bravo, and The Long Goodbye. Her last work before her death from cancer (at the too young age of sixty-two) was the first draft screenplay to The Empire Strikes Back, although apparently little of her contributions made it into the final draft."


http://realmofryan.blogspot.com/2007/08/erick-john-stark-begins.html


1336.


The Empire Strikes Back Story Conference - George Lucas : z script - quotes - 4.0 


"November 28-December 2, 1977.
   Chapter II, The Empire Strikes Back.
   Story Conference between George Lucas and Leigh Brackett. Lucas also handed over his Story Treatment and other notes to Brackett. A transcript of the story conference was made.
   Sources: Bouzereau: p. 123; Pollock: p. 226, 319.
   A George Lucas quote from Star Wars: The Annotated Screenplays, 1997, p. 144: "Writing has never been something I have enjoyed, and so, ultimately, on the second film I hired Leigh Brackett. Unfortunately, it didn't work out; she turned in the first draft, and then she passed away. I didn't like the first script, but I gave Leigh credit because I liked her a lot. She was sick at the time she wrote the script, and she really tried her best. During the story conferences I had with Leigh, my thought weren't fully formed and I felt that her script went in a completely different direction.""
   http://www.starwarz.com/starkiller/writings/cguide.htm


1337.


The Empire Strikes Back First Draft - Lawrence Kasdan : study - z script - 4.0 


"TESB.1.
   February 23, 1978.
   Star Wars Sequel, from the Adventures of Luke Skywalker by George Lucas.
   First Draft by Leigh Brackett.
   Sources: Bouzereau: p. 123; Pollock: p. 226.
   A Lawrence Kasdan quote from Starlog # 51 (October 1981): "I only skimmed it [Leigh Brackett's first draft]. It was sort of old fashioned and didn't relate to Star Wars. The characters all had the right names, but her story's spirit was different. [â�¦] I'm sure that had Leigh lived, she could have made the changes that George wanted in an excellent way."
   A Gary Kurtz quote from Cinefantastique Vol. 28, No. 8 (February 1997): "Leigh had just barely finished her first draft [when she died], up to the two last pages. The pages weren't even typed, but they were done.""


http://www.starwarz.com/starkiller/writings/cguide.htm


1338.


The Empire Strikes Back Second Draft - George Lucas : study - z script - 4.0 


"TESB.2.
   April 1978.
   The Empire Strikes Back.
   Second Draft by George Lucas. Handwritten and typed versions.
   Sources: Bouzereau: p. 123; Pollock: p. 226.
   A George Lucas quote from Alan Arnold's book Once Upon A Galaxy, 1980, p. 177: "I hired Leigh Brackett to write the screenplay, but tragically she died right after completing the first draft. Faced with the situation that somebody had to step in and do a rewrite, I was forced to write the second draft of this screenplay. But I found it much easier than I'd expected, almost enjoyable. It still took me three months to do, but that's a lot different from two years. I also had the advantage of Larry Kasdan coming in later to do a rewrite and fix it up."


http://www.starwarz.com/starkiller/writings/cguide.htm


1339.


The Empire Strikes Back Fourth Draft - Lawrence Kasdan : study - z script - 4.0 


"TESB.4.
   October 24, 1978.
   The Empire Strikes Back.
   Fourth Draft by Lawrence Kasdan. Shooting Script.
   Source: Bouzereau: p. 123.
   A Lawrence Kasdan quote from Starlog # 51 (October 1981): "[When he accepted the Empire assignment, Kasdan was handed a second draft script to work from that George Lucas had written.] George's draft was something that he wrote very quickly, when Leigh passed away. George had the story very well outlined [â�¦]"
   A Lawrence Kasdan quote from Cinefantastique Vol. 28, No. 28 (February 1997): "What I worked on was a draft of the script George had written, based on the story George had given to Leigh [Brackett]. I don't know what of Leigh's draft survived into the draft George wrote. What George handed me was a very rough first draft, really somewhere between an outline and a first draft. The structure of the story was all there - it was the skeleton for a movie. What was needed was the flesh and the muscle.""


http://www.starwarz.com/starkiller/writings/cguide.htm


1340.


Wikipedia.fr - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 3.5 - encyclopedia 


Short French encyclopedia article with brief bibliography.


Leigh Brackett est une romanciÃ¨re et scÃ©nariste amÃ©ricaine de science-fiction, de fantasy et de polar noir, nÃ©e le 7 dÃ©cembre 1915 Ã  Los Angeles, et morte le 24 mars 1978. Elle Ã©tait la femme de Edmond Hamilton, lui-mÃªme Ã©crivain de SF.
   Å�uvres [modifier]
   Romans [modifier]


Elle a Ã©crit plusieurs romans de SF dont:
   Les Hommes Stellaires, 1952
   Le Recommencement, 1955
   La Porte vers l'Infini, 1957
   Alpha ou la mort, 1963


et des cycles de fantasy dont:
   Le Livre de Mars
   Le Cycle de Skaith 
   The Ginger Star, 1974 (Le secret de Skaith ou Les voix de Skaith) - Le Masque Science Fiction NÂ°50, 1976
   The Hounds of Skaith, 1974 (Les Chiens de Skaith)
   The Reavers of Skaith, 1976 (Les Pillards de Skaith)
   CinÃ©ma [modifier]


En tant que scÃ©nariste, Leigh Brackett a travaillÃ© pour le rÃ©alisateur Howard Hawks, participant Ã  l'Ã©criture du Grand Sommeil (The Big Sleep) en 1945, puis de Rio Bravo en 1959 et El Dorado en 1966. Elle a Ã©galement Ã©crit le scÃ©nario du film Le PrivÃ© (The Long Goodbye) de Robert Altman en 1973.


En fÃ©vrier 1978, quelques semaines avant sa mort, elle remit Ã  George Lucas une premiÃ¨re Ã©bauche de scÃ©nario pour L'Empire contre-attaque (The Empire Strikes Back). Elle est crÃ©ditÃ©e au gÃ©nÃ©rique du film, bien que les versions suivantes aient Ã©tÃ© Ã©crites par le scÃ©nariste Lawrence Kasdan et George Lucas.


http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leigh_Brackett


1341.


Sheriff Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z homage - horror 


"Sheriff Leigh Brackett is a recurring character in the Halloween franchise. He first appears in the original Halloween, played by Charles Cyphers. ..."


http://horror-movies.wikia.com/wiki/Leigh_Brackett
   "The character in the movie Halloween, Sheriff Leigh Brackett, is named for her. Her well-known SF trilogy, The Ginger Star, The Hounds of Skaith, ..."


http://www.librarypoint.org/leigh_brackett


1342.


The Coming of the Terrans - Leigh Brackett : professional - 2.5 - z illustration 


An interior illustration thanks to kristykay22's flickr.


http://farm1.static.flickr.com/65/165954054_7c117e0d97.jpg


http://www.flickr.com/photos/kristykay/165954054/


1343.


Millemondi autunno 1995 : uomini e superuomini : professional - 3.5 - z collection 


This publication has The Sword of Rhiannon in it.


http://www.xs4all.nl/~rnuninga/NovCol/lpic/got-i3.jpg


Millemondi autunno 1995 : uomini e superuomini. - Milano : A. Mondadori, [1995]. - 555 p. ; 20 cm. - (Millemondi ; 4)
   In testa al front.: Urania presenta
   Pubblicato con: Orion : Ben Bova
   ; La spada di RhiannonLeigh Brackett
   ; Il tempio di IangaRosa Lia Battistella
   Classificaz: 823.914
   Lingua.....: ITA italiano
   Paese......: IT Italia
   Data ISO...: 1995
   Biblioteca.: Comunale di Castagneto
     - Coll: 800 823.914
     - Inve: 000006768
     - Cons: 1 vol.
     - Note: 1 vol.
   Database...: IT-LIA/SBLI
   Tipo mat...: M 102 Monografia
   Record.....: UM10044842
   MFN........: 272971


http://opacprov.comune.livorno.it/cgi-bin/easyweb/ewgettest?EW_T=M1EW_HIL=lip/ew_menu.htmlEW_HFL=lip/ew_copy.htmlEW4_DLL=10EW4_DLP=10EW4_NVR=EW4_NVT=EW4_NMI==EW_RM=10EW_EP=272971EW_RP=10=EW_D=LIPEW=272971EW4_NEX=1EW_P=ISBD


1344.


Uzayda Isyan - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


Turkish Brackett book - not sure which one part of a series perhaps with The Big Jump


http://images.gittigidiyor.com/621/UZAYDA-ISYAN-LEIGH-BRACKETT__6217542_0.jpg


1345.


Wachter am Todestor - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Austrian version of The People of the Talisman.


http://abbynormal92243.bookcrossing.com/images/journalpics/621/69/cover/300_6218569.jpg


1346.


Les Chiens de Skaith - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


French version of the Hounds of Skaith.


"Les Chiens de Skaith
   Titre original : The hounds of Skaith, 1974
    Fantasy  - Cycle : Skaith : les aventures d'Eric John Stark  vol. 2 


Traduction de Mary ROSENTHAL
   Illustration de Philippe CAZA
   ALBIN MICHEL, coll. EpÃ©es et dragons nÂ° 4, septembre 1987
   256 pages, catÃ©gorieprix : nd, ISBN : 2-226-03025-5 
   Autres Ã©ditions
     LIBRAIRIE DES CHAMPS-Ã�LYSÃ�ES, 1977"


http://www.noosfere.org/images/couv/A/AMED04.jpg


http://www.noosfere.org/Icarus/livres/niourf.asp?NumLivre=-119742659


1347.


Oceans de Venus - Leigh Brackett : professional - 3.0 - z collection 


"Leigh BRACKETT


OcÃ©ans de VÃ©nus
    Fantasy  - Traduction de Mary ROSENTHAL
   Illustration de Philippe DRUILLET
   TEMPS FUTURS, coll. Heroic fantasy nÂ° VÃ©nus-1, juin 1982
   240 pages, catÃ©gorie : prix : 55 F, ISBN : 2-86607-013-5"
   http://www.noosfere.org/images/couv/t/tfhf11.jpg


http://www.noosfere.org/icarus/livres/niourf.asp?numlivre=354671388


1348.


Les Hommes Stellaires - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


French covers for The Starmen.


http://www.noosfere.org/modules/img.php?image=../images/couv/s/satellite-selec13.jpgscale=45


http://www.noosfere.org/modules/img.php?image=../images/couv/s/satellite-chefs02-1958.jpgscale=45


http://www.noosfere.org/modules/img.php?image=../images/couv/M/MasqSF008.jpgscale=45
   http://www.noosfere.org/icarus/livres/EditionsLivre.asp?numitem=6514ti=1numauteur=254


1349.


Noosfere Bibliography - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 5.0 - bibliography 


Informative bibliography of Brackett works in French.


http://www.noosfere.org/icarus/livres/auteur.asp?NumAuteur=254


1350.


Le Secret de Skaith - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


French cover for The Ginger Star.


http://www.noosfere.org/images/couv/A/AMED03.jpg


1351.


Les Pillards de Skaith - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


French covers for The Reavers of Skaith.


Les Pillards de Skaith
   Titre original : The reavers of Skaith, 1976
    Fantasy  - Cycle : Skaith : les aventures d'Eric John Stark  vol. 3 


Traduction de Mary ROSENTHAL
   Illustration de Philippe CAZA
   ALBIN MICHEL, coll. EpÃ©es et dragons nÂ° 8, novembre 1987
   256 pages, catÃ©gorieprix : nd, ISBN : 2-226-02904-4 
   Autres Ã©ditions
     LIBRAIRIE DES CHAMPS-Ã�LYSÃ�ES, 1979


http://www.noosfere.org/images/couv/A/AMED08.jpg


http://www.noosfere.org/images/couv/M/MasqSF096.jpg
   http://www.noosfere.org/icarus/livres/niourf.asp?numlivre=-1233710870


1352.


Alpha ou la mort : Le recommencement - Leigh Brackettz non-fiction - bibliography - 4.0  / 


Alpha Centauri or Die and the Long Tomorrow omnibus, French version.
   "OPTA, coll. Club du livre d'anticipation nÂ° 63, 3Ã¨me trimestre 1976
   456 pages, catÃ©gorie : prix : nd, ISBN : 2-7201-0062-5  


  Sommaire

1 - Alpha ou la mort (Alpha centauri or die !), pages 7 Ã  161, Roman, trad. France-Marie WATKINS
   2 - Le Recommencement (The long tomorrow), pages 169 Ã  449, Roman, trad. France-Marie WATKINS"


http://www.noosfere.org/icarus/livres/niourf.asp?numlivre=3630


1353.


No Good From A Corpse - Walker Martin : z non-fiction - fans - 4.0 


"This is one of my favorite private eye novels. Brackett also wrote several excellent stories for the detective pulps in the 1940â��s, many of which are reprinted in the Dennis McMillan hardcover of NO GOOD FROM A CORPSE. 


A couple dozen of her book covers are shown on the art illustraton blog: goldenagecomicbookstories.blogspot.com, under the entry for March 3. Also some nice artwork from the SF digests and pulps.


I met Leigh Brackett once when she was an unofficial guest at an early Pulpcon in the mid-1970â��s. Everyone of course was talking to her about her SF and I surprised her when I complimented her on her detective fiction, especially the pulp fiction for the Popular Publication detective magazines. She laughed and said I was the first one to mention her detective pulp work, which she thought had been completely forgotten."
   http://mysteryfile.com/blog/?p=1877#comment-196467


1354.


Das Schiff von Orthis - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


Another German version of the Galactic Breed.


http://i.ebayimg.com/18/!B,30fkgB2k~$(KGrHgoOKjMEjlLmV-moBKtd+Q06eQ~~_12.JPG


1355.


Die besten Stories von - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


A German version of the Best of Leigh Brackett?


"Moewig, 1981. 336 Seiten , 18 cm Taschenbuch; 


Sprache: Deutsch


ISBN: 3811867156
   EAN: 9783811867154


Bestell-Nr: 327968


Bemerkungen: Das Buch befindet sich in einem ordentlich gebrauchten Zustand; im unteren Schnitt wurde das Buch markiert;"


http://www.buchfreund.de/covers/10747/327968.jpg


1356.


Galaxie 130 - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


This magazine would appear to have a serialisation of The Ginger Star.


"Galaxie nÂ° 130. Mars 1975.


Bon Etat . Un pli sur couverture (prix cool).


Sommaire :
   1 - Gene WOLFE, Ã� toi, Ã©tincelle de sang (Thou spark of blood), pages 4 Ã  13, trad. Micheline GERVAIS, illustrÃ© par Jean-Claude CLAEYS
   2 - Doris PISERCHIA, Un dieu sans prÃ©jugÃ©s (Unbiased God), pages 14 Ã  31, trad. FranÃ§oise SERPH, illustrÃ© par Olivier TAFFIN
   3 - Ron GOULART, Dingbat (Dingbat), pages 32 Ã  56, trad. FranÃ§oise SERPH, illustrÃ© par Lukas KANDL
   4 - Leigh BRACKETT, L'Ã�toile rousse (3) (The Ginger Star), pages 58 Ã  139, Roman, trad. Laurence AZAÃ�S, illustrÃ© par Cathy MILLET
   5 - Philippe CURVAL, Petite chronique de nuit (4), pages 140 Ã  149, Chronique
   6 - Daniel RICHE, Rock n'troll : Imaginez le froid, pages 150 Ã  152, Chronique


7 - Philippe R. HUPP, Ã�chos du surmonde : Live in London, pages 154 Ã  157, Chronique"


http://i.ebayimg.com/10/!BlOyQ+!Bmk~$(KGrHqYH-CQEtcklHQz,BL,zIr2R9Q~~_12.JPG


1357.


Galaxie 131 - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


Has the continuing serialisation of The Ginger Star.
   Galaxie nÂ° 131. Avril 1975.


Bon Etat . 


Sommaire :
   1 - Leigh BRACKETT, L'Ã�toile rousse (4) (The Ginger Star), pages 3 Ã  50, Roman, trad. Laurence AZAÃ�S, illustrÃ© par Cathy MILLET
   2 - S. W. SCHUTZ, "Phil appelle Ariane - TerminÃ©" (Silver to Bronze - over), pages 52 Ã  78, trad. Isabelle LÃ�VY, illustrÃ© par Richard MARTENS
   3 - Neal Jr BARRETT, Cours de survie (Survival course), pages 80 Ã  107, trad. NoÃ«lle RUSANZIC, illustrÃ© par BABRON
   4 - Marc DUVEAU, Piers Anthony. RÃ©sonances, pages 109 Ã  121, Article
   5 - Patrick EUDELINE, Rock n'troll, pages 123 Ã  144, Chronique
   6 - Philippe CURVAL, Petite chronique de nuit (5), pages 146 Ã  155, Chronique


7 - Abbon NANTHAN, Ã�tude comparÃ©e du Randcon, du Grencon et du Gandcon, pages 156 Ã  159, Notes


http://i.ebayimg.com/16/!BlO0JJ!B2k~$(KGrHqEH-DcEt!1gpj,LBL,zNdHo9w~~_12.JPG


1358.


Galaxie 128 - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


The first part of the serialisation of The Ginger Star.


"Galaxie nÂ° 128. Janvier 1975.


Bon Etat . 


Sommaire :
   1 - Leigh BRACKETT, L'Ã�toile rousse (1) (The Ginger Star), pages 4 Ã  48, Roman, trad. Laurence AZAÃ�S, illustrÃ© par Cathy MILLET
   2 - Frank HERBERT, Projet 40 (4) (Project 40), pages 49 Ã  94, Roman, trad. Jacques POLANIS
   3 - Sydney Joyce VAN SCYOC, Noepti-Noe (Noepti-noe), pages 96 Ã  132, trad. Arlette ROSENBLUM
   4 - Philippe R. HUPP, Live in London, pages 134 Ã  139, Chronique
   5 - Philippe R. HUPP, Rock n'troll, pages 140 Ã  146, Chronique
   6 - Philippe CURVAL, Petite chronique de nuit (2), pages 147 Ã  156, Chronique


7 - Ã�velyne LOWINS, CinÃ©ma, pages 157 Ã  158, Critique"


http://i.ebayimg.com/02/!BlJEpQ!BWk~$(KGrHqYH-CYEs+V-!tu!BL,c,Bqk-Q~~_12.JPG


1359.


Galaxie 129 - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


Contains the second part of a French serialisation of The Ginger Star.


http://i10.ebayimg.com/02/i/001/28/e0/ced6_12.JPG


1360.


Thriller 3 - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Not sure what story is in this French magazine.  A crime one most likely.


http://i.ebayimg.com/05/!BZi,v,QBmk~$(KGrHgoOKiYEjlLmfE,TBKnM(Kk6Ow~~_12.JPG


1361.


Alfa Del Centauro - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


Italian version of Alpha Centauri or Die.
   http://i15.ebayimg.com/04/i/001/11/38/2f51_12.JPG


1362.


Le Secret de Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - professional - z cover 


Full cover for this French version :-


http://i.ebayimg.com/14/!Bkem7Y!Bmk~$(KGrHqMH-DsEs+,dDCVZBL(vSBQn)w~~_12.JPG


1363.


Frei wie der Wind - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


German version of Follow the Free Wind.
   http://i.ebayimg.com/05/!Bj6S,8!Bmk~$(KGrHqYOKjIEsn(f5ky9BLVYvKwV,!~~_12.JPG


1364.


Fantastique Fiction Science-Fiction 65 - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


"Parue en Avril 1959 aux Editions OPTA, cette revue "littÃ©raire de tous ceux qui s'intÃ©ressent Ã  la fiction romanesque dans le domaine de l'Ã©trange, du fantastique, du surnaturel et de l'anticipation scientifique" comprend:


Des textes de  Poul ANDERSON, Chad OLIVER, Leigh BRACKETT (les immigrants), Robert BLOCH (le train pour l'enfer) et enfin de Thomas OWEN (Et la vie s'arrÃªta ...)  Tout un programme


TrÃ¨s bel Ã©tat -128 pages, format 13,5 x 19 cm"
   Story could be The Truants?  Or the Queer ones.


http://i16.ebayimg.com/06/i/000/ce/d1/a852_1.JPG


1365.


Alpha Centauri sehen und serben - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


Austrian version of Alpha Centauri or Die.
   http://i.ebayimg.com/04/!BiWz(JQ!2k~$(KGrHqQOKk!Esm4--qZ5BLOi8+IS+w~~_12.JPG


1366.


La Legge de Vardia - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


Another Italian version of the Starmen.
   http://i10.ebayimg.com/04/i/000/d4/11/e2bb_1.JPG


1367.


The Big Jump - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Cover of Space Stories February 1953 that I had not seen until now.
   http://i24.ebayimg.com/03/i/001/2e/b6/5e8f_12.JPG


1368.


La Spada di Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


Italian version of the Sword of Rhiannon, a hardback library edition it would appear.


http://i13.ebayimg.com/03/i/001/16/70/b855_12.JPG


1369.


Bartorstown La Citta' Proibita - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Italian version of The Long Tomorrow.
   http://i.ebayimg.com/13/!BhD0F,QBGk~$(KGrHqQOKj!Ery+lKPqZBLHicGMK)g~~_12.JPG


1370.


La Spada di Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : professional - 2.5 - z cover 


Another Italian version of The Sword of Rhiannon.


http://i.ebayimg.com/24/!BgsznPQB2k~$(KGrHqMOKjkErzFR1EC(BLGUnD(8eg~~_12.JPG


1371.


An Eye For An Eye - Leigh Brackett : professional - 2.5 - z cover 


Crime club edition in hardback of this novel.


http://www.bookitinc.com/pictures17/953192.jpg


1372.


Il Terzo Giorno - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 4.0 


Italian version of An Eye For An Eye.


http://i.ebayimg.com/14/!Bdjj70!!Wk~$(KGrHqIH-DYEref1CL,GBK5c3mLil!~~_12.JPG


1373.


Wikipedia.it - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - encyclopedia - 4.0 


Italian encyclopedia entry for the author :-


Leigh Brackett
   Da Wikipedia, l'enciclopedia libera. 


Leigh Brackett (Los Angeles, 7 dicembre 1915 â�� Lancaster, 18 marzo 1978) Ã¨ stata una scrittrice e sceneggiatrice statunitense.


Ha scritto, oltre a numerosi romanzi di fantasy e fantascientifica, numerose sceneggiature di celebri film, tra cui Il grande sonno (di Howard Hawks, 1946), Un dollaro d'onore (anch'esso di Howard Hawks, 1959), Il lungo addio (di Robert Altman, 1973) e L'Impero colpisce ancora (di Irvin Kershner, 1980).


Il suo primo racconto (Martian Quest, inedito in Italia) fu pubblicato nel febbraio del 1940 sulla rivista Astounding Science-Fiction, mentre il suo primo romanzo, un giallo, fu dato alle stampe nel 1944. Il regista Howard Hawks fu tanto affascinato da questo libro che contattÃ² Brackett perchÃ© affiancasse William Faulkner nella stesura della sceneggiatura de Il grande sonno (1946): il film, con protagonista Humphrey Bogart, Ã¨ considerato uno dei migliori gialli mai realizzati.


Nel 1946 Brackett sposÃ² lo scrittore di fantascienza Edmond Hamilton. Nello stesso anno, la rivista Planet Stories pubblicÃ² uno dei piÃ¹ apprezzati racconti di Brackett, Lorelei delle Rosse Brume, scritto in collaborazione con Ray Bradbury.


Mentre negli anni quaranta Brackett si concentrÃ² soprattutto sulla scrittura di racconti, negli anni cinquanta e nei primi anni sessanta la sua produzione si trasformÃ²: a partire dalla metÃ  degli anni cinquanta, la scrittrice cominciÃ² a lavorare a tempo pieno per il piÃ¹ remunerativo mondo della televisione e del cinema. TornÃ² a dedicarsi alla fantascienza negli anni settanta, quando pubblicÃ² una trilogia nota con il nome de Il libro di Skaith: i tre volumi, ambientati sul pianeta extrasolare di Skaith, hanno nuovamente come protagonista Eric John Stark, creato nel 1949, il piÃ¹ famoso personaggio uscito dalla penna della scrittrice. Mezzo avventuriero e mezzo predone, Stark, spesso paragonato al Conan il barbaro di Robert E. Howard, presenta in realtÃ  alcuni tratti in comune col Tarzan di Edgar Rice Burroughs o col Mowgli di Rudyard Kipling.


Rispetto ad altri autori di opere fantascientifiche, Brackett ha caratterizzato in modo piÃ¹ specifico l'universo da lei creato. Quasi tutte le sue storie sono ambientate su versioni alternative e romanzate dei pianeti del sistema solare, seguendo alcune credenze tipiche degli anni trenta e quaranta (secondo cui, ad esempio, Marte era un pianeta desertico appena abitabile e Venere un selvaggio mondo ricoperto di giungle), ma aggiungendo numerosi dettagli che contribuivano a rendere verosimili le sue storie.Indice [nascondi]
   1 Il lavoro su L'Impero colpisce ancora
   2 Opere
   3 Voci correlate
   4 Collegamenti esterni


Il lavoro su L'Impero colpisce ancora [modifica]


Probabilmente il lavoro piÃ¹ conosciuto di Leigh Brackett Ã¨ la sceneggiatura per L'Impero colpisce ancora (1980), secondo film della trilogia originale di Guerre Stellari (Star Wars).


L'esatto ruolo che Brackett giocÃ² nella stesura della sceneggiatura Ã¨ oggetto di una piccola controversia. CiÃ² che Ã¨ certo Ã¨ che George Lucas chiese alla scrittrice di stendere la sceneggiatura del film basandosi sul soggetto da lui scritto. Si sa anche che Brackett scrisse una prima bozza, abbastanza definitiva, della sceneggiatura, che fu consegnata a Lucas poco prima che l'autrice morisse di cancro, il 18 marzo 1978. La bozza fu rivista da Lucas e dall'esordiente Lawrence Kasdan, e sia Brackett che Kasdan (ma non Lucas) furono accreditati come autori della versione finale della sceneggiatura.


Alcuni critici, tuttavia, sostengono che a Lucas non piacque il lavoro di Brackett, la cui bozza fu quindi eliminato del tutto. Lucas, a questo punto, avrebbe riscritto la sceneggiatura e l'avrebbe consegnata a Kasdan, che pertanto non avrebbe lavorato direttamente sul lavoro di Brackett. Seguendo questa linea di pensiero, Lucas avrebbe inserito il nome dell'autrice nei titoli di coda solamente in segno di cortesia nei confronti del lavoro da lei svolto durante la malattia.
   Opere [modifica]


Elenco delle opere principali:
   Un cadavere di troppo (No Good For A Corpse, 1943)
   Il segreto di Sinharat (The Secret of Sinharat, 1949; pubblicato in Italia in I canali di Marte, Classici Urania 248, Mondadori, Milano, 1997)
   Il popolo del Talismano (People of the Talisman, 1951)
   La legge dei Vardda (The Starmen, 1952)
   La spada di Rhiannon (The Sword Of Rhiannon, 1953)
   La cittÃ  proibita (The Long Tomorrow, 1955) altro titolo: Bartorstown. La cittÃ  proibita
   Oltre l'infinito (The Big Jump, 1955)
   Il terzo giorno (An Eye For An Eye, 1958)
   E su Marte dominerai (The Nemesis Of Terra, 1961)
   Alfa del Centauro (Alpha Centauri Or Die, 1963)
   La strada per Sinharat (The Secret Of Sinharat/The People Of The Talisman, 1964) altro titolo: I canali di Marte
   Storie marziane (The Coming Of The Terrans, 1967) â�� Antologia
   La stella amara (Ginger Star, 1974)
   I lupi di Skaith (The Hounds Of Skaith, 1974)
   I predoni di Skaith (The Reavers Of Skaith, 1976)
   Voci correlate [modifica]
   Marte nella fantascienza
   Collegamenti esterni [modifica]
   Bibliografia italiana di Leigh Brackett nel Catalogo della fantascienza, fantasy e horror a cura di E. Vegetti, P. Cottogni, E. Bertoni
   Leigh Brackett poetessa di Marte, articolo di L. Fabriani su Fantascienza.com


http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leigh_Brackett


1374.


Leigh Brackett poetessa di Marte - Lanfranco Fabriani : z non-fiction - study - 4.0 


An article from fantascienza


"In questa puntata ci occuperemo per la seconda volta di una scrittrice di fantascienza. Leigh Brackett (1915-1978), assieme a Catherine Lucille Moore, Ã¨ una scrittrice della prima generazione, quando la fantascienza era ancora considerata una faccenda da maschi.
   Il debutto della Brackett nel campo della fantascienza risale al 1940 con il racconto Martian Quest (inedito in Italia), guarda caso una storia marziana, e a Marte rimarrÃ  legato il suo nome. Moglie di Edmond Hamilton, Leigh Brackett si Ã¨ mossa a cavallo tra la fantascienza e la fantasy ma si Ã¨ distinta anche nel campo della detective story. Ha inoltre lavorato nel campo del cinema, scrivendo sceneggiature per Hollywood, tra cui ricordiamo, oltre alle sceneggiature di Il Lungo Addio e Il Grande Sonno, tratte dai romanzi di Raymond Chandler, per registi del calibro di Howard Hawks o Robert Altman, quella per il film L'impero colpisce ancora, suo ultimo lavoro che non ha fatto a tempo a vedere realizzato sul grande schermo."
   http://www.fantascienza.com/magazine/rubriche/6654/?print=1


1375.


Fantascienza Bibliography - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 5.0 - bibliography 


An Italian bibliography, with some notes on the corresponding English titles.


http://www.fantascienza.com/catalogo/A0121.htm#558


1376.


Skaith! - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.5 


An Italian omnibus of the Skaith books by the look.
   http://i15.ebayimg.com/07/i/001/32/40/0f1b_12.JPG


1377.


Gollancz - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - publisher - 5.0 


Publisher of the Sea-Kings of Mars and Otherworldly stories Fantasy Masterworks volume.


http://www.orionbooks.co.uk/MP-24210/Sea-Kings-Of-Mars-And-Other-Worldly-Stories.htm


1378.


Plannies or Plant-Animals - G. W. Thomas : z animal - monster - 4.0 


"SOURCE: "The Vanishing Venusians" by Leigh Brackett (Planet Stories, Spring 1944)


DESCRIPTION: "...The colonists had shortened plant-animal to planimal, and then  just planny..." ("The Vanishing Venusians" by Leigh Brackett)


NOTES: Many of the life forms on Venus appear to be animal in nature but are actually plants who have mimicked animal mobility. These include the Flower People and the Flower Hounds."


http://web.archive.org/web/20070212052410/http://www.gwthomas.org/plannies.htm


1379.


Astellarians - G. W. Thomas : monster - z race - 4.0 


"SOURCE: "The Veil of Astellar" by Leigh Brackett (Planet Stories, Spring 1944)


DESCRIPTION: "...Physically she was close enough to humanity. The differences in structure were none more subtle than mere shape. They were--well, they were right, and exotic, and beautiful in a way there aren't any words for. She, ad her race, had no need of clothing. Their lazy, sinuous bodies had a fleecy covering that wasn't fur or feathers or tendrils but something of all three. They had no true color. They changed according to light, in an endless spectrum of loveliness that went far beyond the range you humans know..." ("The Veil of Astellar" by Leigh Brackett)


NOTES: The race of Astellar came from another dimension or galaxy to prey upon humanity. They take humans with mind-control and suck out their living essense with the Veil of Astellar, a cloud generated by x-crystals. This life-force allows them to be immortal unless killed. Using their psychic powers they can travel through dimensions, wearing other beings bodies, experiencing their lives. Five humans were allowed to become Astellarians, acting as Judas goats, leading humans to the harvest. The Astellarians were destroyed when the Veil was sabotaged by one of these humans.


HISTORY: Brackett was obsessed with the theme of rays generated by a crystal or being  that kill, mutant or change humans. She used it in "The Beast-Jewel of Mars", The Big Jump and "The Jewel of Bas" as well."


http://web.archive.org/web/20070211124929/http://www.gwthomas.org/astellerans.htm


1380.


Venusians - G. W. Thomas : monster - z race - 4.0 


"SOURCE: The Nemesis From Terra by Leigh Brackett (1961)


DESCRIPTION: "...It had been Jaffa Storm's idea to have an all-Venusian corps of Middle-Swampers for his stron-arm work. Being outlanders and fairly savage, they had interest in two things only--food and fighting..." (The Nemesis From Terra by Leigh Brackett)


NOTES: Leigh Brackett's Venusians are basically humans who have adapted to the conditions on Venus. They have green skin and no aversion to water.


HISTORY: Brackett's Venusians, Martians, Terrans and Mercurans are all basically human with small differences, largely culture and skin color."


http://web.archive.org/web/20070218012444/http://www.gwthomas.org/venusians3.htm


1381.


Transuranae - G. W. Thomas : monster - z race - 4.0 


"SOURCE: The Big Jump  by Leigh Brackett (Space Stories  February 1953 )


DESCRIPTION: "In a cloud they came, whirling upward through the white aurora. And they were whiter; they were pure with primal radiance, and their raying arms were like the misty nebulae. Soaring they came, carried up on the waves of fire, and they paled it. Laughing they came, ad their laughter was the laughter of young things fresh and new from the hand of God, not knowing any darkness...The laughter was soundless, but it was there. It was in the way they moved and shone and gave forth...(The Big Jump by Leigh Brackett)


NOTES: The Transuranae are beings made of primal energy. They give off radiation which infuses humans with a strange energy, even moving the body in death. The effect is addictive, undeniable. The Transuranae live on the second planet in the system of Barnard's Star."
   http://web.archive.org/web/20070217060428/http://www.gwthomas.org/transuranae.htm


1382.


Raymond Chandler and His Followers - Michael E. Grost : z non-fiction - 3.5 - article 


"Leigh Brackett was an occasional writer of detective fiction, in the hard-boiled tradition of Raymond Chandler. Two of the stories I have read, including the well done "So Pale, So Cold, So Fair" (1957), deal with a man who cleans up a crooked town. This is basically similar to the plot subjects of her Howard Hawks movie westerns, Rio Bravo (1959) and El Dorado (1967). In an earlier tale, the overly gruesome and morbid "I Feel Bad Killing You" (1944), she calls her crooked area the Surfside Division of L.A., an obvious homage to Raymond Chandler, who created "Bay City" as the ultimate town run by crooked cops, in Farewell My Lovely (1940). Chandler's original was Santa Monica, now a lovely beach community near L.A., but at the time a notoriously corrupt burg. (Two of my favorite films were shot there, Orson Welles' Touch of Evil (1958) and Curtis Harrington's Night Tide (1960).) No one in Chandler succeeds in cleaning the city up: it just sits there and festers. Brackett takes the opposite approach, one that seems more in tune with traditional Westerns, such as Destry Rides Again (1939), in which the hero reforms the whole crooked town. Brackett clearly is expressing a personal vision here. Her fiction is emotionally sensitive, and deals with men who are trying to find renewed meaning in their lives. She also pays attention to plot logic, and includes real mysteries in both tales. I think the second, 1957 tale is much better than the first 1944 one, and I also enjoyed her 1960's film scripts such as Hatari! and El Dorado much more than her 1940's adaptation of The Big Sleep. Brackett seemed to grow as a writer as she got older. "
   http://web.archive.org/web/19981203163717/http://members.aol.com/mg4273/chandler.htm


1383.


Martian Black Apes - G. W. Thomas : monster - z race - 4.0 


"SOURCE: The Nemesis From Terra by Leigh Brackett (1961)


DESCRIPTION: "Rick saw them clearly-- a black anthropoid from the sea-bottom pits, one of the queer inhabitants of an evolutionary blind alley you were always running into on Mars. Some said they had once been men, and degenerated in their isolated, barren villages. Others said they were neither man nor ape, just something that got off on a road that went nowhere...the black apes were trained now like hounds to course men for the press-gangs..." (The Nemesis From Terra by Leigh Brackett (1961)


NOTES: The black apes are used by the Terran Exploitation Company as bloodhounds for their mine slaves.


HISTORY: The obvious comparison is to the White Apes of Barsoom by Edgar Rice Burroughs. These apemen do not have four arms, nor are they so frequent though they may have villages, making them more intelligent."


http://web.archive.org/web/20070217060538/http://www.gwthomas.org/martianapemen.htm


1384.


The Flower Hounds - Leigh Brackett : monster - z race - 4.0 


"SOURCE: "The Vanishing Venusians" by Leigh Brackett (Planet Stories, Spring 1944)


DESCRIPTION: "...They were not very large, the largest about the size of a twelve-year-old child. Their bodies were anthropoid but adapted top swimming with shimmering webs. They glowed with a golden light, phosphorescent like the lichens, and their eyes were lidless and black like one huge spreading pupil. Their faces were incredible. Harker could remember, faintly, the golden dandelions that grew on the lawn in summer. The heads and faces of the swimmers were like that, covered with streaming petals that seemed to have independent movements, as though they were sensory organs as well as decorations..." ("The Vanishing Venusians" by Leigh Brackett)


NOTES: The flower hounds resemble a cross between a walrus and a sunflower. They have sharp claws on their flippers and are carnivorous, even cannibalistic. When first encountered they are thought to be small (as quoted above) but these are only infants. The adults are three times larger than a man. These creatures once lived above ground but were trapped in a subterranean cavern with a lake by the Flower People. During this time their skin became white and unable to withstand bright sunlight. The flower hounds are plannies, plant animals.


HISTORY: These creatures are quite unique to Leigh Brackett."


http://web.archive.org/web/20070212052641/http://www.gwthomas.org/flowerhounds.htm


1385.


De-Evolved Humans or the Beasts of Shanga - G. W. Thomas : monster - z race - 4.0 


"SOURCE: "The Beast-Jewel of Mars" by Leigh Brackett (Planet Stories, Winter 1948) and earlier stories


DESCRIPTION:"Shapeless, shambling, hairy brutes, deformed skulls and little red cunning eyes, bared teeth griing yellow. Things that even the anthopologists had never seen or dreamed of. Things that were not human, or ape, nor any form of life that had ever been classified..." ("The Beast-Jewel of Mars" by Leigh Brackett)


NOTES: The Shanga process de-evolves creatures with repeated exposure. The exposure has an addictive effect and is different for each species. Humans need many exposures to de-evolve while Martians do not. The hero sees ape-like creatures all the way to slimy things (see cover)."


http://web.archive.org/web/20070212052733/http://www.gwthomas.org/devolvedhumans.htm


1386.


The Flower People - G. W. Thomas : monster - z race - 4.0 


"SOURCE: "The Vanishing Venusians" by Leigh Brackett (Planet Stories, Spring 1944)


DESCRIPTION: "...A slender, exquisite body moved forward from the shadows of the trees. Huge white blossoms gleamed against the curly blue that crowned the head. Luminous eyes glanced up at Harker, full of mockery and a subtle animation..." ("The Vanishing Venusians" by Leigh Brackett)


NOTES: The flower people look human but Harker, the earthman quickly realizes they have no souls, being vain, selfish and murderous. He is treated as a pet. The flower people live on a plateau above the subterranean lake where they trapped the flower hounds. They protect this area with their psychic abilities and control over the environment. They can control birds and plants, start fires with their minds and read thoughts. One of their nastiest weapon in a cloud of spores which consumes flesh. When old or damaged they are exiled to the Dying Place. "


http://web.archive.org/web/20070212104207/www.gwthomas.org/flowerpeople.htm


1387.


An Eye For An Eye - Leigh Brackett : professional - z cover - 3.0 


Cover for a Corgi edition.


1388.


Alternative Draft Week - Original "The Empire Strikes Back" draft - Carson Reeves : z non-fiction - 4.5 - article 


"Genre: Sci-Fi Fantasy
   Premise: While Han Solo goes in search of his Father-In-Law, Ovan Marekal, who has political ties with Darth Vader, Luke Skywalker heads to the Bog Planet where he meets a frog-like Jedi named Minch, who teaches him the ways of the force.
   About: This is not the widely circulated â��4th Draftâ�� which has Leigh Brackett and Lawrence Kasdenâ��s name on it. This is Brackettâ��s original first draft of the movie, titled, â��Star Wars Sequel.â�� Brackett was best known (outside of her contribution on â��Empireâ��) for scripting the films, â��The Big Sleep,â�� and â��The Long Goodbye.â�� She was also a prolific science-fiction writer, writing over 200 stories of various lengths in the genre. As a novelist, she wrote crime stories and westerns as well. It was in 1978 that Lucas gave Brackett the first shot at his sequel to Star Wars, which at that time, he apparently didnâ��t have a title for yet. This was based off the success of Brackettâ��s space opera novels, though she had never written a science fiction screenplay at the time. Sadly, Brackett died of cancer soon after she turned in this draft.
   Writer: Leigh Brackett
   Details: 128 pages (2-17-78)"


http://scriptshadow.blogspot.com/2010/03/alternative-draft-week-original-empire.html


1389.


I Negri Verdi - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - professional - z cover 


Cover of an Italian anthology containing this story :-


All the Colors of the Rainbow


http://www.mondourania.com/urania/u481-500/u493.jpg


http://www.mondourania.com/urania/u481-500/urania493.htm


1390.


Gallery Bibliography - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 4.5 - bibliography 


The covers of all the publications that Brackett's work has appeared in, at least in English that can be found.


http://picasaweb.google.com/aussievamp2/LeighBrackett


1391.


The Empire Strikes Back Original Draft - Leigh Brackett : z script - 5.0 - screenplay 


Here, apparently, is Brackett's version :


"February 17, 1978 Draft by Leigh Brackett.
   Synopsis: While Luke takes advanced Jedi training from Yoda, his friends are relentlessly pursued by Darth Vader as part of his plan to capture Luke."


http://www.mypdfscripts.com/screenplays/star-wars-episode-v-â��-the-empire-strikes-back-leigh-brackett-draft


1392.


Fraser : z character - major - zz mars minus bisha - 4.0 


An Earthman and doctor. Working on Mars on a Grant.


1393.


Bisha : z character - major - zz mars minus bisha - 4.0 


Martian outcast girl.  Thought to be carrier of an epidemic.


1394.


Tor-Esh : z character - supporting - zz mars minus bisha - 3.5 


Martian healer.


1395.


Medical Foundation : zz mars minus bisha - 3.0 - z organisation 


Terran organisation that gives charitable grants to allow doctors to work with people that need it.  In this case on Mars.


1396.


Old Men : zz mars minus bisha - 3.5 - z organisation 


Martian elders.


1397.


Karappa : z place - zz mars minus bisha - 3.0 


Martian city.  Site of the Terran consulate.


1398.


Trac-car : zz mars minus bisha - z vehicle - 3.5 


Desert transport.


1399.


Quonset : zz mars minus bisha - z technology - 3.0 


A small temporary dwelling.


1400.


Wagner's Fire Music : zz mars minus bisha - 3.0 - z media 


A favorite of Fraser's.


1401.


Mars Minus Bisha - Leigh Brackett : mars - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 8000
   Percent of complex words : 6.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.2
   Flesch : 78.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.2


CHARACTERS


Fraser


An Earthman and doctor. Working on Mars on a Grant.
   Bisha


Martian outcast girl.  Thought to be carrier of an epidemic.
   Tor-Esh


Martian healer.
   ORGANISATIONS


Medical Foundation


Terran organisation that gives charitable grants to allow doctors to work with people that need it.  In this case on Mars.


Old Men


Martian elders.
   PLACES


Karappa


Martian city.  Site of the Terran consulate.
   VEHICLES


Trac-car


Desert transport.
   TECHNOLOGY


Quonset


A small temporary dwelling.
   MEDIA


Wagner's Fire Music


A favorite of Fraser's.
   PLOT


A Terran doctor working for charity on Mars comes across a girl who has been outcast by her tribe.  He thinks she may be carrying a disease.  However, when he starts to feel bad and thinks he may be catching it, he talks to a Martian healer:


"You have come with your thundering ships, your machines and your science, giving the lie to our gods, who we thought had created no other men but us. You look upon us as degraded and without knowledgeâ��and yet you too are an ignorant people, not because you have forgotten, but because you have not yet learned. There are many sciences, many kinds of knowledge. There have been races on Mars who could build the canals. There were others who could see without eyes and hear without ears, who could control the elements and cause men to live or die as they willed it, who were so powerful that they were stamped out because men feared them. They are forgotten now, but their blood is in us. And sometimes a child is bornâ��"


He realises that the girl is a sort of parasitical vampire, a throwback to an older race, living off others, although with those of her kind, of whom there apparently are more.  Which is why her tribe wanted to kill her.  The doctor still wants to try and find a way to save her, even at risk to himself, which is where it finishes.


1402.


Martin Drake : z character - major - zz martian quest - 4.0 


A chemist pretending to be a secretary coming to the Martian reclaimed area.


1403.


Terra Brooke : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz martian quest 


A girl, neighbour of Drake's in his new area.


1404.


Tels : z character - major - zz martian quest - 4.0 


Venusian settler in the reclaimed area.  Drake's land is next to his.


1405.


George Breckner : 3.0 - zz martian quest - z character - minor 


Martin Drake's businessman uncle.


1406.


Rivatka : z place - zz martian quest - 4.0 


A Martian reclaimed area.


1407.


Tchava : 3.0 - zz martian quest - z character - minor 


A Martian reclaimed area.


1408.


Thern : z place - 3.5 - zz martian quest 


A city, centre of Rivatka.


1409.


Tri-Council : 3.5 - z organisation - zz martian quest 


Solar System political organisation.


1410.


Interworld Enterprises : 3.0 - z organisation - zz martian quest 


Company of Martin Drake's uncle.


1411.


Vaard : z animal - zz martian quest - 4.0 


Martian hairy, ugly hairless horselike animal.


1412.


Khom : 4.5 - z animal - zz martian quest 


Great Martian desert lizard. "Wicked triangular heads shot up from the ruined vines, horny reptilian heads framed in ruffs like Triceratops. Bodies two feet longer than a tall man raised high in ominous preparation on strong clawed legs, and tailsâ��...Khom had a tail as long as his body and his head together; a mighty, supple flail armed with rows of deadly spikes."


1413.


Martian Quest - Leigh Brackett : mars - z short story - 3.5 


Short Story


Number of words : 6200
   Percent of complex words : 6.8
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 10.4


CHARACTERS


Martin Drake


A chemist pretending to be a secretary coming to the Martian reclaimed area.


Terra Brooke


A girl, neighbour of Drake's in his new area.


Tels


Venusian settler in the reclaimed area.  Drake's land is next to his.


George Breckner


Martin Drake's businessman uncle.
   PLACES


Rivatka


A Martian reclaimed area.


Tchava


A Martian reclaimed area.


Thern


A city, centre of Rivatka.
   ORGANISATIONS


Tri-Council


Solar System political organisation.


Interworld Enterprises


Company of Martin Drake's uncle.
   ANIMALS


Vaard


Martian hairy, ugly hairless horselike animal.


Khom


Great Martian desert lizard. "Wicked triangular heads shot up from the ruined vines, horny reptilian heads framed in ruffs like Triceratops. Bodies two feet longer than a tall man raised high in ominous preparation on strong clawed legs, and tailsâ��...Khom had a tail as long as his body and his head together; a mighty, supple flail armed with rows of deadly spikes."
   PLOT


Martin Drake comes to Mars, an Earthman basically indentured to a wealthy uncle who took him in.  After a lab incident, the chemist leaves, and decides to settl e in the Martian reclaimed area.  He meets his neighbour, who begins to fill him in on the problems they face.


The chief of these other than hard work and hard living in a dry desert landscape is a giant lizardlike creature that eats all their crops, and is mostly impervious to standard weaponry.  Tels discovers Drake is no secretary, but a chemist, and implores him to study the problem - as the program will have its funding cut off in less than two weeks.


Drake gets nowhere until one of the Khom is killed, and he gets to dissect the body, uncovering how the beasts feed - and what he can do to their food cycle to basically wipe them out, much like poisoning rats or ants to go back and spread the damage to their fellow.


1414.


Harvey Selden : z character - major - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 4.0 


An artifact expert working for the Bureau of Interworld Cultural Relations.


1415.


Bentham : z character - supporting - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.5 


Third Officer on the Goddard.


1416.


Firsa Mak : z character - supporting - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.5 


A Martian, concerned with the old rituals.


1417.


Altman : z character - supporting - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.5 


An Earthman, guest of Mak's.


1418.


Mrs Altman : zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Altman's wife.


1419.


Lella : z character - supporting - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.5 


A Martian woman who participates in the old rituals.


1420.


Loughlin Herbert : zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A diplomat who died while looking into the Mad Moon ritual.


1421.


TSS Goddard : z vehicle - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 


An observation ship.


1422.


Kahora : z place - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 4.0 


Martian city, growing.  Now an eight-domed administrative centre of the planet.


1423.


Triangle : z place - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 


Part of Kahora, representing the Three Worlds.


1424.


Vashna : z place - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 


Martian moon. Also called Deimos.


1425.


Denderon : z place - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.5 


Martian moon. Also called Phobos, and the Mad Moon in certain phases.


1426.


N'York : z place - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 


Earth city.


1427.


Jekkara : z place - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 


Martian city.


1428.


Valkis : z place - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 


Martian city.


1429.


Low Canals : z place - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.5 


An area of Mars these cities are in.


1430.


Umbrella Treaty : z concept - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 


Old Martian corruptible agreement.


1431.


High Martian : z concept - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 


Martian dialect.


1432.


Low Martian : z concept - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.5 


Martian dialect.


1433.


Purple Priestess : z concept - zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 4.0 


Ancient servant of a Dark Lord, and not so ancient, as it turns out.


1434.


Bureau of Interworld Cultural Relations : zz purple priestess of the mad moon - z organisation - 4.0 


Selden's employer, concerned with the arts on various planets.


1435.


World Government of Terra : zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 - z organisation 


Earth political body at the time of the Umbrella Treaty.


1436.


Martian Federation of City-States : zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.0 - z organisation 


Martian political body at the time of the Umbrella Treaty. Broke.


1437.


Khalide Kings of Jekkara : zz purple priestess of the mad moon - 3.5 - z organisation 


Two thousand years ago, their Seventeenth Dynasty.  Lella has jewellery from that time.


1438.


Purple Priestess Of the Mad Moon - Leigh Brackett : mars - z short story - 3.5 


Short Story


Number of words : 6900
   Percent of complex words : 8.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.5
   Average words per sentence : 14.8
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 9.2973
   Flesch : 68.7083
   Flesch-Kincaid : 7.3469


CHARACTERS


Harvey Selden


An artifact expert working for the Bureau of Interworld Cultural Relations.


Bentham


Third Officer on the Goddard.


Firsa Mak


A Martian, concerned with the old rituals.


Altman


An Earthman, guest of Mak's.


Mrs Altman


Altman's wife.


Lella


A Martian woman who participates in the old rituals.


Loughlin Herbert


A diplomat who died while looking into the Mad Moon ritual.
   VEHICLES


TSS Goddard


An observation ship.
   PLACES


Kahora


Martian city, growing.  Now an eight-domed administrative centre of the planet.


Triangle


Part of Kahora, representing the Three Worlds.


Vashna


Martian moon. Also called Deimos.


Denderon


Martian moon. Also called Phobos, and the Mad Moon in certain phases.


N'York


Earth city.


Jekkara


Martian city.


Valkis


Martian city.


Low Canals


An area of Mars these cities are in.


CONCEPT


Umbrella Treaty


Old Martian corruptible agreement.


High Martian


Martian dialect.


Low Martian


Martian dialect.


Purple Priestess


Ancient servant of a Dark Lord, and not so ancient, as it turns out.


ORGANISATIONS


Bureau of Interworld Cultural Relations


Selden's employer, concerned with the arts on various planets.


World Government of Terra


Earth political body at the time of the Umbrella Treaty.


Martian Federation of City-States


Martian political body at the time of the Umbrella Treaty. Broke.


Khalide Kings of Jekkara


Two thousand years ago, their Seventeenth Dynasty.  Lella has jewellery from that time.


PLOT


Selden goes down to Mars from an observation ship, and visit Mak's house with Bentham.  He meets a woman Lella, of a type he has not seen before. From there he is shanghaied into observing the Purple Priestess Mad Moon ritual and isn't able to cope, but survives. The others want him to tell the Bureau, but he runs for Earth instead, into therapy. However, at the end a communique arrives from Lella, saying she is waiting for him at the next ritual.


1439.


Bert Quintal : z character - major - zz quest of the starhope - 4.0 


Exploitative explorer.


1440.


Butch : z character - major - zz quest of the starhope - 4.0 


Quintal's indentured small Venusian lifeform with mental powers.  He keeps him working for him due to threats against his wife.


1441.


Chika : z character - supporting - zz quest of the starhope - 3.5 


Chief of a group of winged Martians, the People of the Sky.


1442.


Hjan : z character - supporting - zz quest of the starhope - 3.5 


Chika's mate, he also heads a working group.


1443.


Starhope : z vehicle - zz quest of the starhope - 4.0 


Quintal's spaceship.


1444.


Cyclotron : z technology - zz quest of the starhope - 3.5 


A type of particle accelerator.


1445.


Anti-gravity metal : z technology - zz quest of the starhope - 4.0 


The People of the Sky have access to this ancient technology.


1446.


Quest Of the Starhope - Leigh Brackett : mars - z short story - 4.0 


Short Story


Number of words : 5700
   Percent of complex words : 6.2
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.7
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.3
   Flesch : 79.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.6


CHARACTERS


Bert Quintal


Exploitative explorer.


Butch


Quintal's indentured small Venusian lifeform with mental powers.  He keeps him working for him due to threats against his wife.


Chika


Chief of a group of winged Martians, the People of the Sky.


Hjan


Chika's mate, he also heads a working group.
   VEHICLES


Starhope


Quintal's spaceship.
   TECHNOLOGY


Cyclotron


A type of particle accelerator.


Anti-gravity metal


The People of the Sky have access.
   PLOT


Quintal is exploring Mars with Butch, looking to make money in an unsavoury manner.  Already forcing Butch to work for him, he discovers the People of the Sky, and the technology they have access to.


This will be worth a fortune, so he tries the same hostage taking intimidatory tactics he has used before.  Eventually, Butch and Chika decide they have had enough and take the offensive to take care of Quintal.


1447.


Burk Winters : z character - major - zz the beast-jewel of mars - 4.0 


An ex-space officer, looking for his Shanga addicted ex-girlfriend.


1448.


Johnny Niles : 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars - z character - minor 


A young ship officer, shipmate of Winters.


1449.


Kor Hal : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Head of the Shanga organisation.


1450.


Jill Leland : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Winters' lost old girlfriend.


1451.


Halk : 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars - z character - minor 


Keshi assistant of Hal's.


1452.


Fand : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


She is a Shanga and Valkis ruler.


1453.


Starflight : z vehicle - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


The ship Winters and Niles were on.


1454.


Flatcars : z vehicle - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Ground transport.


1455.


Kahora : z place - zz the beast-jewel of mars - 4.0 


Martian Trade City.


1456.


Vhia : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Venusian city.


1457.


N'York : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Earth city.


1458.


Sun City : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Mercurian city in the Twilight Belt.


1459.


Glassite Refuges : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Outer Worlds population centres.


1460.


Tri-Planet : z place - 3.5 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


A Kahoran hotel.


1461.


Jekkara : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Martian Low Canal city.


1462.


Valkis : z place - zz the beast-jewel of mars - 4.0 


Martian Low Canal city, also site of the Shanga operation and Kings.


1463.


Barrakesh : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Martian Low Canal city.


1464.


Kesh : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Barbarian region of Mars.


1465.


Phobos : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Martian moon.


1466.


Caer Dhu : z place - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Ancient Martian city where Shanga was invented.


1467.


Shanga : 5.0 - z technology - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


The going back drug. Reverts people to a primitive state.


1468.


Neuro-psychic therapy : z technology - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Mental adjustment technique on Mars for stress relief.


1469.


High Martian : z concept - 3.5 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Ancient Martian language.


1470.


Pithecanthropus Erectus : z concept - 3.0 - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Early Terran ancestor.


1471.


Kings of Valkis : 3.5 - z organisation - zz the beast-jewel of mars 


Ancient Martian rulers.


1472.


The Beast-Jewel Of Mars - Leigh Brackett : mars - z novelette - 4.0 


Novelette


Number of words : 14900
   Percent of complex words : 6.0
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.1
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.2
   Flesch : 78.6
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.3


CHARACTERS


Burk Winters


An ex-space officer, looking for his Shanga addicted ex-girlfriend.


Johnny Niles


A young ship officer, shipmater of Winters.


Kor Hal


Head of the Shanga organisation.


Jill Leland


Winters' lost old girlfriend.


Halk


Keshi assistant of Hal's.


Fand


She is a Shanga and Valkis ruler.
   VEHICLES


Starflight


The ship Winters and Niles were on.


Flatcars


Ground transport.
   PLACES


Kahora


Martian Trade City.


Vhia


Venusian city.


N'York


Earth city.


Sun City


Mercurian city in the Twilight Belt.


Glassite Refuges


Outer Worlds population centres.


Tri-Planet


A Kahoran hotel.


Jekkara


Martian Low Canal city.


Valkis


Martian Low Canal city, also site of the Shanga operation and Kings.


Barrakesh


Martian Low Canal city.


Kesh


Barbarian region of Mars.


Phobos


Martian moon.


Caer Dhu


Ancient Martian city where Shanga was invented.
   TECHNOLOGY


Shanga


The going back drug. Reverts people to a primitive state.


Neuro-psychic therapy


Mental adjustment technique on Mars for stress relief.
   CONCEPTS


High Martian


Ancient Martian language.


Pithecanthropus Erectus


Early Terran ancestor.
   ORGANISATIONS


Kings of Valkis


Ancient Martian rulers.


PLOT


Winters quits the ship he is on to go back to the Shanga organisation on Mars, to try and find Leland, an old lover.  The going back drug tempts him with its primitive animalistic reversion and life.


A negotiation and large payment leads him to Valkis and the woman in charge.  A fanatic of the Martian old ways - and happy to see Terrans disgrace themselves, especially for sport.


Winters tries to do something about this, and does find Leland.  He instigates a conflict between the Shanga beasts and their guards, allowing the pair to escape, but wondering if they can truly get away from the drug, or if it can be stamped out.


1473.


John Ross : zz the last days of shandakor - z character - major - 4.0 


An anthropologist studying Mars on a Terran foundation grant.


1474.


Kardak : zz the last days of shandakor - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Jon Ross' head drover.


1475.


Corin : zz the last days of shandakor - z character - supporting - 3.0 


Shandakor man John Ross meets in a bar.


1476.


Duani : zz the last days of shandakor - z character - supporting - 3.5 


Young Shandakor woman.


1477.


Rhul : zz the last days of shandakor - z character - supporting - 3.5 


He is a leader in Shandakor.


1478.


Millikan : zz the last days of shandakor - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Nobel prize winner for physics, for work on the electron.


1479.


Shunni : zz the last days of shandakor - 3.5 - z organisation 


Martian desert tribe.


1480.


Keshi : zz the last days of shandakor - 3.0 - z organisation 


Martian desert tribe.


1481.


Kings of Mekh : zz the last days of shandakor - 3.0 - z organisation 


Ancient Martian rulers.


1482.


Jekkara : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Martian Low Canal city.


1483.


Valkis : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Martian Low Canal city.


1484.


Barrakesh : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Martian Low Canal city.


1485.


Drylands : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Desert area of Mars.


1486.


Upper Shun : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


High plains in the Shunni tribal region.


1487.


Kahora : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Martian Trade City.


1488.


Shandakor : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 5.0 


Fabled Martian city, almost dead. 


1489.


Wells of Karthedon : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.5 


On the way to Shandakor. The locals will not go past this point.


1490.


Outer Kesh : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Boundaries of this desert tribal region.


1491.


Mekh : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Martian barbian region to the east.


1492.


Taarak : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Far eastern region of Mars.


1493.


Norlands : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Martian barbarian region.


1494.


Marches : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.0 


Martian barbarian region.


1495.


Western Gate : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.5 


Entrance to Shandakor.


1496.


Place of Sleep : zz the last days of shandakor - z place - 3.5 


Final resting place the denizens of Shandakor have chosen.


1497.


Cinnabar : zz the last days of shandakor - z technology - 3.5 


Mercury sulfide, red colored.


1498.


Globe : zz the last days of shandakor - z technology - 4.0 


Shandakor illusion generator.


1499.


High Martian : zz the last days of shandakor - z concept - 3.0 


Ancient Mars language.


1500.


The Last Days of Shandakor - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - mars - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 12000
   Percent of complex words : 5.9
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.8
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.1
   Flesch : 77.4
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.4


CHARACTERS


John Ross


An anthropologist studying Mars on a Terran foundation grant.


Kardak


Jon Ross' head drover.


Corin


Shandakor man John Ross meets in a bar.


Duani


Young Shandakor woman.


Rhul


He is a leader in Shandakor.


Millikan


Nobel prize winner for physics, for work on the electron.
   ORGANISATIONS


Shunni


Martian desert tribe.


Keshi


Martian desert tribe.


Kings of Mekh


Ancient Martian rulers.


PLACES


Jekkara


Martian Low Canal city.


Valkis


Martian Low Canal city.


Barrakesh


Martian Low Canal city.


Drylands


Desert area of Mars.


Upper Shun


High plains in the Shunni tribal region.


Kahora


Martian Trade City.


Shandakor


Fabled Martian city, almost dead. 


Wells of Karthedon


On the way to Shandakor. The locals will not go past this point.


Outer Kesh


Boundaries of this desert tribal region.


Mekh


Martian barbian region to the east.


Taarak


Far eastern region of Mars.


Norlands


Martian barbarian region.


Marches


Martian barbarian region.


Western Gate


Entrance to Shandakor.


Place of Sleep


Final resting place the denizens of Shandakor have chosen.
   TECHNOLOGY


Cinnabar


Mercury sulfide, red colored.


Globe


Shandakor illusion generator.
   CONCEPTS


High Martian


Ancient Mars language.
   PLOT


John Ross is an Earth anthropologist who comes across a resident of Shandakor and his story while stopping for a drink.  He offers to travel back with him, but Corin doesn't make it.  There are literally barbarians at the gates of Shandakor, but Ross enters anyway. 


The locals won't let him leave, because it would show they are weak.  Which is actually true, as their water supply is cut off, and they have no weaponry capable of dealing with a vastly superior numerical force.  Despite the chained Ross' pleas, they decide to go to The Place of Sleep, but Duani makes sure he is free first.


1501.


Shannach--The Last - Leigh Brackett : z collection - 0.0 - forthcoming 


Haffner Press just announced that this book would be out 'later this year'.  The last of their volumes collecting Brackett's short SF.  So unseen, of course.


Shannach the Last has been added to this book according to their website.  Which leaves two novellas they have not done so far - Teleportress of Alpha C and The Ark of Mars.
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1502.


Dr Matthew Carey : z character - major - zz the road to sinharat - 4.0 


A Low Canaller on the run. Against the Rehabilitation Project.


1503.


Derech : z character - supporting - zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 


Owes Carey, so helps him get away.


1504.


Howard Wales : z character - supporting - zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 


Earth Interpol man.


1505.


Alan Woodthorpe : zz the road to sinharat - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Rehabilitation Project administrator.


1506.


Arrin : z character - supporting - zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 


Martian woman of the old school, travels with them.


1507.


Jekkara Low Canal : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 


Full of black water.


1508.


Barrakesh : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 3.0 


Low Canal city.


1509.


Kesh : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 3.0 


Martian dryland area.


1510.


Shun : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 


Martian dryland area.


1511.


Sinharat : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 4.0 


The Ever-Living. The Forbidden city.


1512.


Valkis : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 3.0 


Martian Low Canal city.


1513.


Kahora : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 3.0 


Martian city.


1514.


Kharif : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 


Suffered from the Ramas by proximity.


1515.


Ramas : zz the road to sinharat - z race - 4.0 


Ancient Martian immortals by body transfer.


1516.


Shunni : z place - zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 


Martian Dryland tribe.


1517.


Low Martian : z concept - zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 


Common dialect.


1518.


High Martian : z concept - zz the road to sinharat - 3.0 


Ancient language.


1519.


United Worlds Court : zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 - z organisation 


Body for justice.


1520.


Rehabilitation Project : zz the road to sinharat - z organisation - 4.0 


Carey tried to sabotage this project to irrigate Mars.


1521.


Council of City-States : zz the road to sinharat - 3.5 - z organisation 


Martian political body.


1522.


United Worlds Planetary Assistance Committee : zz the road to sinharat - 3.0 - z organisation 


Rehabilitation organisation.


1523.


The Road To  Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : mars - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 13000
   Percent of complex words : 6.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.8
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.8
   Flesch : 74.1
   Flesch-Kincaid : 6.1


CHARACTERS


Dr Matthew Carey


A Low Canaller on the run. Against the Rehabilitation Project.


Derech


Owes Carey, so helps him get away.


Howard Wales


Earth Interpol man.


Alan Woodthorpe


Rehabilitation Project administrator.


Arrin


Martian woman of the old school, travels with them.
   PLACES


Jekkara Low Canal


Full of black water.


Barrakesh


Low Canal city.


Kesh


Martian dryland area.


Shun


Martian dryland area.


Sinharat


The Ever-Living. The Forbidden city.


Valkis


Martian Low Canal city.


Kahora


Martian city.


Kharif


Suffered from the Ramas by proximity.
   RACES


Ramas


Ancient Martian immortals by body transfer.


Shunni


Martian Dryland tribe.
   CONCEPTS


Low Martian


Common dialect.


High Martian


Ancient language.
   ORGANISATIONS


United Worlds Court


Body for justice.


Rehabilitation Project


Carey tried to sabotage this project to irrigate Mars.


Council of City-States


Martian political body.


United Worlds Planetary Assistance Committee


Rehabilitation organisation.
   PLOT


Dr Matthew Carey has done his best to hinder and slow down the Rehabilitation Project, but now is on the run, with the Interpol variant after him.  An old acquaintance helps him escape, and they go on the run in the desert along with a Martian woman.


The end up in Sinharat, and see that this sort of thing has happened before, with the Ramas - and the Dryland tribes are willing to go to war over the Rehabilitation Project.  When Wales catches up to Carey and realises the precarious situation and they see some Rama history tapes he agrees it is a bad idea, and tells the chiefs they will shut down the Project.


1524.


Max Brandon : z character - major - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 4.0 


A grave-robber. Or adventurous explorer, depending on who you ask.


1525.


Jarthur : zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Head of the Society for the Preservation of Martian Relics. 


1526.


Sylvia Eustace : z character - supporting - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.5 


Wants to marry Brandon. A bit of an adventurer herself.


1527.


Dhu Kar : zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Venusian. Brandon's rival.


1528.


Tobul : z character - supporting - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.5 


Lord of the Seven Kingdoms. Dead.


1529.


Kymra : z character - supporting - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.5 


Tobul's rival.


1530.


Society for the Preservation of Martian Relics : zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.0 - z organisation 


Respecters of Martian culture.


1531.


Prira Cen : z race - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.5 


The Blue Hairs, the oldest race of Mars.


1532.


Sorcerers of the Lost Islands : z race - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.5 


Rulers of Mars 40,000 years ago.


1533.


Rhiannon : z place - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.5 


Place where the Lost Sorcerers ruled.


1534.


Lost Islands : z place - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.5 


Sorcerer hangout.


1535.


Phobos : z place - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 3.0 


Moon of Mars.


1536.


Circlet : z technology - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 4.0 


Allows one of the dead minds to control a body.


1537.


Needle gun : z weapon - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 4.0 


Handgun.


1538.


Projector : z weapon - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 4.0 


Can finish off one of these dead minds.


1539.


Prism : z weapon - zz the sorcerer of rhiannon - 4.0 


A negative energy device of destruction.


1540.


The Sorcerer of Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett : mars - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 10000
   Percent of complex words : 7.5
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.6
   Flesch : 74.1
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.8


CHARACTERS


Max Brandon


A grave-robber. Or adventurous explorer, depending on who you ask.


Jarthur


Head of the Society for the Preservation of Martian Relics. 


Sylvia Eustace


Wants to marry Brandon. A bit of an adventurer herself.


Dhu Kar


Venusian. Brandon's rival.


Tobul


Lord of the Seven Kingdoms. Dead.


Kymra


Tobul's rival.
   ORGANISATIONS


Society for the Preservation of Martian Relics


Respecters of Martian culture.
   RACES


Prira Cen


The Blue Hairs, the oldest race of Mars.


Sorcerers of the Lost Islands


Rulers of Mars 40,000 years ago.
   PLACES


Rhiannon  


Place where the Lost Sorcerers ruled.


Lost Islands


Sorcerer hangout.


Phobos


Moon of Mars.
   TECHNOLOGY


Circlet


Allows one of the dead minds to control a body.
   WEAPONS


Needle gun


Handgun.


Projector


Can finish off one of these dead minds.


Prism


A negative energy device of destruction.
   PLOT


Max Brandon is a charismatic archaeologic of questionable ethics, that ends up in trouble in the desert.  He is looking for the Lost Islands of Rhiannon, where the ancient Sorcerer race dwells.


He gets more than he bargained for when he is possessed by a dead sorcerer, thanks to good old-fashioned super science crown.  Even worse, the woman who wants to make an honest man of him is also taken by Tobul's arch enemy of another race.


Super science destruction looms, until a rival archaeologist arrives and they decide to make a deal - two ancient Martian figures with a body sharing arrangement could make a differenc for Mars.


1541.


Richard Gunn Urquhart : zz shadow over mars - z character - major - 4.0 


Rick, man with a destiny, and ability to cast a long Shadow.


1542.


Llaw's grandmother : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A seeress who forsees Rick's destiny.


1543.


Karadok : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ancient Martian king of Ruh.


1544.


Beudach : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Chief of the fighting men of the Ruh.


1545.


Llaw : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A Martian dwarf.


1546.


Haral : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Last of the line of Karadoc.


1547.


Parras : z character - supporting - zz shadow over mars - 3.5 


Seer of Ruh.


1548.


Ed Fallon : z character - supporting - zz shadow over mars - 3.5 


Head of the Terran Exploitations Company.


1549.


Jaffa Storm : z character - supporting - zz shadow over mars - 3.5 


His right hand man.  Rather large Terro-Mercurian.


1550.


Hugh St. John : z character - supporting - zz shadow over mars - 3.5 


Unionist politician.


1551.


Vargo : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Venusian muscle leader.


1552.


Mayo McCall : z character - supporting - zz shadow over mars - 3.5 


Anti-Terran activist and technician.


1553.


Jimmy : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Press-ganged rebel.


1554.


Eran Mak : z character - supporting - zz shadow over mars - 3.5 


Civilised Martian Low-Canaler bandit and leader.


1555.


Christy : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of Fallon's.


1556.


Kyra : z character - supporting - zz shadow over mars - 3.5 


A Winged One woman.


1557.


William Lee Yancey : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A young ship crewman Rick leaves money too that helps him get back on Mars.


1558.


Black Apes : z animal - zz shadow over mars - 3.5 


Used as press-gang hounds by the Terran Exploitations Company.


1559.


Terran Exploitations Company : zz shadow over mars - z organisation - 4.0 


Just as bad as they sound.


1560.


Crimpers : zz shadow over mars - 3.5 - z organisation 


Press-gang groups.


1561.


Moderates : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z organisation 


Political group of compromise between Earth and Mars.


1562.


Pan-Martians : zz shadow over mars - 3.5 - z organisation 


Pro Mars political group.


1563.


Union Party : zz shadow over mars - 3.5 - z organisation 


Unionist political group that wants to promote Earth's role on Mars.


1564.


Interplanetary Co-ordination Authority : zz shadow over mars - 3.5 - z organisation 


Interworld legislative body. Has a Labor Board.


1565.


First Interplanetary Bank of Mars : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z organisation 


Has an office in New York.


1566.


MPG : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z organisation 


Martian Planetary Government.


1567.


MPP : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z organisation 


Martian Planetary Patrol.


1568.


Thieves' Quarter : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


Dodgy part of Ruh.


1569.


Phobos : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.0 


Moon of Mars.


1570.


Street of Nine Thousand Joys : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


Street where you can purchase time with ladies of questionable virtue, in Ruh.


1571.


Ruh : zz shadow over mars - z place - 4.0 


Martian City-State.


1572.


King City : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


Capital of Ruh.


1573.


Deimos : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.0 


The other Moon of Mars.


1574.


Administration Pylon : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


Large building, holds the TEC offices.


1575.


New Town : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


City being built.


1576.


Arianrhod : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.0 


Has cliff caves.


1577.


Old City : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


In Ruh.


1578.


Kahora : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


Martian Trade city.


1579.


Polar Cities : zz shadow over mars - z place - 4.0 


The Thinkers live here, in a fabled cold region.


1580.


Darkside : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.0 


Cold shadowed side of the planet.


1581.


Number Five Drift : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


Where one of the press gangs works.


1582.


Tower of Destiny : zz shadow over mars - z place - 4.0 


Place of seers.


1583.


Vhia : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.0 


Trade City of Venus.


1584.


Jekkara : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


Martian Low Canal city.


1585.


Caer Hebra : zz shadow over mars - z place - 4.0 


Ancient city.


1586.


Thieves' Quarter : zz shadow over mars - z place - 4.0 


Dodgy part of Ruh.


1587.


Valkis : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


Low Canal city.


1588.


Marshies : zz shadow over mars - z race - 4.0 


Derogatory term for the locals.


1589.


Middle-Swampers : zz shadow over mars - z race - 4.0 


Venusians.  Used as muscle by Fallon.


1590.


The Thinkers : zz shadow over mars - z race - 4.0 


First race of Mars. Still live in the Polar Cities.


1591.


Winged Ones : zz shadow over mars - z race - 4.0 


Ancient Martian flyers.


1592.


Jekkara Port : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.5 


City spaceport.


1593.


Madame Kan's : zz shadow over mars - z place - 3.0 


Dodgy infamous bar in Jekkara.


1594.


Shunni : zz shadow over mars - z race - 3.5 


Martian tribe.


1595.


Yrl-wood : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z plant 


Martian tree.


1596.


Low Martian : zz shadow over mars - z concept - 3.5 


Common dialect.


1597.


Goliath : zz shadow over mars - z concept - 3.0 


Biblical giant.


1598.


High Martian : zz shadow over mars - z concept - 3.0 


Ancient dialect.


1599.


Venusian spider-silk : zz shadow over mars - z technology - 3.0 


Used to make clothes.


1600.


Blaster : zz shadow over mars - z technology - 3.5 


Energy hand weapon.


1601.


Collar of Ruh : zz shadow over mars - z technology - 4.0 


Symbol of authority.


1602.


Visaplate : zz shadow over mars - z technology - 3.0 


Part of a telescreen.


1603.


Fallonite : zz shadow over mars - z technology - 4.0 


The chemically amorphous substance that was already beginning to revolutionize the Terran plastic industry.


1604.


Florent mirror : zz shadow over mars - z technology - 4.0 


Uses infra red instead of visible light.


1605.


Tsamo : zz shadow over mars - z technology - 3.5 


A Martian knockout drug.


1606.


Thought Projector : zz shadow over mars - z technology - 4.0 


Thinker shield to keep people out.


1607.


Banner of the Twin Moons : zz shadow over mars - z media - 4.0 


Ruh war symbol.


1608.


Winged Victory of Samothrace : zz shadow over mars - 3.0 - z media 


Old earth statue.


1609.


Banning Shocker : zz shadow over mars - z weapon - 4.0 


Large non-lethal beam weapon.


1610.


Mickey shocker : zz shadow over mars - z weapon - 4.0 


Handgun beam weapon, non-lethal.


1611.


Disintegrators : zz shadow over mars - z weapon - 4.0 


Thinker weapon.


1612.


Mental amplifiers : zz shadow over mars - z weapon - 3.0 


Thinker weapon.


1613.


Energy projectors : zz shadow over mars - z weapon - 3.0 


Thinker weapon.


1614.


Mary Ellen Dow : zz shadow over mars - z vehicle - 3.5 


Ship they wanted Rick to leave on.


1615.


Shadow Over Mars - Leigh Brackett : mars - 3.5 - z novel 


Novel


Number of words : 40000
   Percent of complex words : 5.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 9.6
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.1
   Flesch : 80.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 4.5


CHARACTERS


Richard Gunn Urquhart


Rick, man with a destiny, and ability to cast a long Shadow.


Llaw's grandmother


A seeress who forsees Rick's destiny.


Karadok


Ancient Martian king of Ruh.


Beudach


Chief of the fighting men of the Ruh.


Llaw


A Martian dwarf.


Haral


Last of the line of Karadoc.


Parras


Seer of Ruh.


Ed Fallon


Head of the Terran Exploitations Company.


Jaffa Storm


His right hand man.  Rather large Terro-Mercurian.


Hugh St. John


Unionist politician.


Vargo


Venusian muscle leader.


Mayo McCall


Anti-Terran activist and technician.


Jimmy


Press-ganged rebel.


Eran Mak


Civilised Martian Low-Canaler bandit and leader.


Christy


One of Fallon's.


Kyra


A Winged One woman.


William Lee Yancey


A young ship crewman Rick leaves money too that helps him get back on Mars.


ANIMALS


Black Apes


Used as press-gang hounds by the Terran Exploitations Company.
   ORGANISATIONS


Terran Exploitations Company


Just as bad as they sound.


Crimpers


Press-gang groups.


Moderates


Political group of compromise between Earth and Mars.


Pan-Martians


Pro Mars political group.


Union Party


Unionist political group that wants to promote Earth's role on Mars.


Interplanetary Co-ordination Authority


Interworld legislative body.Has a Labor Board.


First Interplanetary Bank of Mars


Has an office in New York.


MPG


Martian Planetary Government.


MPP


Martian Planetary Patrol.


PLACES


Thieves' Quarter


Dodgy part of Ruh.


Phobos


Moon of Mars.


Street of Nine Thousand Joys


Street where you can purchase time with ladies of questionable virtue, in Ruh.


Ruh


Martian City-State.


King City


Capital of Ruh.


Deimos


The other Moon of Mars.


Administration Pylon


Large building, holds the TEC offices.


New Town


City being built.


Arianrhod


Has cliff caves.


Old City


In Ruh.


Kahora


Martian Trade city.


Polar Cities


The Thinkers live here, in a fabled cold region.


Darkside


Cold shadowed side of the planet.


Number Five Drift


Where one of the press gangs works.


Tower of Destiny


Place of seers.


Vhia


Trade City of Venus.


Jekkara


Martian Low Canal city.


Caer Hebra


Ancient city.


Thieves' Quarter


Dodgy part of Ruh.


Losanglis


Earth city.


Valkis


Low Canal city.


Jekkara Port


City spaceport.


Madame Kan's


Dodgy bar in Jekkara.
   RACES


Marshies


Derogatory term for the locals.


Middle-Swampers


Venusians.  Used as muscle by Fallon.


The Thinkers


First race of Mars. Still live in the Polar Cities.


Winged Ones


Ancient Martian flyers.


Shunni


Martian tribe.


PLANTS


Yrl-wood


Martian tree.
   CONCEPTS


Low Martian


Common dialect.


Goliath


Biblical giant.


High Martian


Ancient dialect.
   TECHNOLOGY


Venusian spider-silk


Used to make clothes.


Blaster


Energy hand weapon.


Collar of Ruh


Symbol of authority.


Visaplate


Part of a telescreen.


Fallonite


The chemically amorphous substance that was already beginning to revolutionize the Terran plastic industry.


Florent mirror


Uses infra red instead of visible light.


Tsamo


A Martian knockout drug.


Thought Projector


Thinker shield to keep people out.


MEDIA


Banner of the Twin Moons


Ruh war symbol.


Winged Victory of Samothrace


Old earth statue.
   WEAPONS


Banning Shocker


Large non-lethal beam weapon.


Mickey shocker


Handgun beam weapon, non-lethal.


Disintegrators


Thinker weapon.


Mental amplifiers


Thinker weapon.


Energy projectors


Thinker weapon.
   VEHICLES


Mary Ellen Dow


Ship they wanted Rick to leave on.
   PLOT
   Rick is not too keen on being pressganged into the rapacious and growing aptly named Terran company.


He also runs into prophecy when it is told that he will be an important player in the future of Mars - although he is not anyone of any particular note.


Others of import include a Winged Race woman, a technician who also opposes Fallon and company, a local gangster and a politician.  If they can work out some sort of arrangement and leadership they will have the resources to oppose Fallon and his even less scrupulous and violent enforcer Jaffa Storm and his force of hired Venusian thugs.


1616.


Lorelei of the Red Mist - Marcus Boas : 4.5 - z artwork - professional 


I have one of the Lorelei of the Red Mist comics now, number 2.  This is the rear cover art (and will scan a bigger version some time)


http://www.kasocomics.com/boasprints/evilqueenofvenusL.jpg


The artist is Marcus Boas and he does sell prints at pretty good prices it appears.


Fans of sword and sorcery and heroic fantasy not to mention John Carter of Mars type artwork should definitely have a browse.


http://www.kasocomics.com/boasprints/barbarian.html


1617.


Meet the Artists - Marcus Boas : z non-fiction - 4.5 - interview 


""Frank Frazetta was my main influence," said Boas. "I started seeing his stuff on Creepy and Eerie and Vampirella magazines and the Conan paperbacks. So when I first started out I took a couple of my favorite Frazetta paintings and I just tried to copy it, to see if I could do it. That's how I actually started and got an idea of how to do it."'


...


""One of my favorite authors was Robert E. Howard. I was reading the Conan paperbacks, I got into illustrating the Conan hardcover books and I did a lot of magazine covers and paperback covers for a lot of Robert E. Howard characters back then.""


http://www.kasocomics.com/marcusboas.html


1618.


Japanese Translations - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - bibliography - 4.0 


Is what I think this list is.  My Japanese skills are non-existent, so if anyone knows more here would love to hear.


http://homepage1.nifty.com/ta/sfb/brackett.htm


1619.


Lorelei of the Red Mist - Leiji Matsumoto : z non-fiction - 3.5 - article 


(If anyone has seen this manga, would love to hear more!)


From Kinejun Magazine (August, 1978):


"Interviewer: You once adapted a story co-written by Ray Bradbury and Leigh Brackett in an old SF magazine. 


Matsumoto: Yes, it was titled Lorelei of the Red Mist. But it was difficult to draw as a manga [in 1958]. When I draw, it's much easier to use my own inclinations. My best parts don't come out when I adapt a novel written by someone else."


http://www.starblazers.com/html.php?page_id=305


1620.


The Planetary Adventures of Eric John Stark - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - publisher - 5.0 


Looks like Wonder ebooks has done their own version of the public domain Eric John Stark stories - which you can find at archive.org too, of course - links on this site.


However, if you want a nice multiformat package, these are on sale with a multiformat rebate right now.


http://www.fictionwise.com/ebooks/b107547/The-Planetary-Adventures-of-Eric-John-Stark/Leigh-Brackett/?si=0


1621.


PageTurner Editions - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - publisher - 4.0 


Here they have a Brackett and Gardner Fox 'double'


Planets of Adventure #5: The Man the Sun Gods Made by Gardner F. Fox  The Black Amaazon of Mars by Leigh Brackett.


(I definitely recommend all the 'Planets of Adventure' series for fans of this sort of work, too.)


http://shop.pageturnereditions.com/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=STINE-PT-03


1622.


PageTurner Editions - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - publisher - 4.0 


Planets of Adventure #4: Red Witch of Mercury by Emmett McDowell  The Beast Jewel of Mars by Leigh Brackett


Another of this fine series, and another double, too.
   http://shop.pageturnereditions.com/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=ST-PD-213


1623.


Los Angeles Noir 2 The Classics - Denise Hamilton : z non-fiction - publisher - 1.5 


LOS ANGELES NOIR 2: THE CLASSICS
   edited by Denise Hamilton


Mystery/Fiction Anthology | Trade Paperback
   ISBN-13: 978-1-936070-02-2 l 300 pages | $15.95


"Classic stories by: Raymond Chandler, Paul Cain, James Ellroy, Leigh Brackett, James M. Cain, Chester Himes, Ross MacDonald, Walter Mosley, Naomi Hirahara, Margaret Millar, Joseph Hansen, William Campbell Gault, Jervey Tervalon, Kate Braverman, and Yxta Maya Murray."


(Yet another publisher that is too hopeless/lazy to list the contents of their anthologies).


http://www.akashicbooks.com/losangelesnoir2.htm


1624.


The Big Jump - Virgil Finlay : professional - z illustration - 4.0 


Illustration from the Space Stories magazine version.


http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_XhAzekAG0tg/S8ioZkXUQtI/AAAAAAAADoE/SwZbmI9Pi5Q/s320/Virgil+Finlay+-+The+Big+Jump+by+Leigh+Brackett.jpg


1625.


The Vampire's Ghost - Leigh Brackett and John K. Butler : 1.5 - z movie - horror 


An almost horror movie if you like.  Set in a town called Bakunda, in Africa.  Multiple deaths of locals have happened, all with puncture marks in the neck.


The outsider in town is a gin-joint owning gambler complete with exotic accented dancer in tow.


Being Africa, got to have a safari - through cheesy sets - and said gin-joint owner tags along.  Shootings, traps, and putting people in your power.  All that sort of thing.  Of course, the bloke he is safari with has a woman of interest (and a not very quick on the uptake variety, being the last of them to defend the vampire).


Hypnotised one, bumps off some more, has plans to vampirise the women - but promptly forgets about his dancer and moves on to other ritual plans.


Some stalwart locals know what the score is, and Phantom fans would be pleased with their jungle telegraph - the drums being the best bit of a cheesy movie with no acting talent.  The vampire is around 400 years old, too, he says. Fortunately it is only about an hour long.


Interestingly the vampire can actually wander around whenever he wants - but bright direct light he is not a fan of.  Shady jungle not so bad, it appears.


1626.


The Sorcerer of Rhiannon - William A. Kolliker : professional - 3.0 - z illustration 


Interior illustration from the first magazine appearance of the story in Astounding.
   http://lh4.ggpht.com/_cNxVxKzFadA/S8l3Aqc4h8I/AAAAAAAACoc/9rHB6w3keNc/s512/ASF42-03%200036.jpg


1627.


The Queer Ones - de Giunta : z artwork - professional - 3.0 


Interior illustration from Venture Science Fiction for this story.


http://www.collectorshowcase.fr/images2/intvent_5703.jpg


1628.


Martian Quest - Leigh Brackett : professional - 3.5 - z illustration 


Interior story illustration, showing a Khom.


http://lh6.ggpht.com/_cNxVxKzFadA/S8qDcFKnaFI/AAAAAAAACog/B57lwatBcMU/s400/ASF40-02%200079.jpg


1629.


Enchantress of Venus - Hero Machine : z illustration - fans - 1.0 


Varra, the Enchantress herself.


http://lh6.ggpht.com/_cNxVxKzFadA/S9rmf1vkeAI/AAAAAAAACqg/5XnhholPVRo/s512/VarraScreenShot001.jpg


1630.


Eric John Stark : 5.0 - z character - series - zz enchantress of venus 


N'Chaka, Man Without a Tribe.  Looking for his lost friend.


1631.


Malthor : z character - supporting - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


Captain of the ship Stark takes to Shuruun.


1632.


Helvi : z character - supporting - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


A friend of Stark's who disappears in Shuruun.


1633.


Larrabee : z character - supporting - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


An Earthman, and now Shuruunian who assists Stark.  Survives as a medical practitioner.


1634.


Zareth : z character - supporting - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


The young daughter of Malthor, who tries to warn Stark.


1635.


Varra : z character - supporting - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


Lhari woman. Keeper of a dragon.  Pursuer of Stark.


1636.


Bor : zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 - z character - minor 


Lhari youth and fond of dragons.


1637.


Egil : z character - supporting - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


Lhari man who wants to marry Varra. Slavemaster.


1638.


Arel : zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Older Lhari woman.


1639.


Grandmother : z character - supporting - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


Large, monstrous Lhari ruler.


1640.


Treon : z character - supporting - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


A crippled and apparently worthless Lhari man, according to the others.


1641.


Tika : zz enchantress of venus - z character - recurring - 3.0 


A dead girl.


1642.


Tobal : zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Helvi's brother, died in Shuruun.


1643.


Cond : zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Lhari and Egil's brother.


1644.


Red Sea : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


Venusian Ocean


1645.


Mountains of the White Cloud : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


Beyond which lie the Red Sea.


1646.


Shuruun : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


Venusian pirate city.


1647.


Twilight Belt : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


Mercurian zone in between the two sides.


1648.


Yarell : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


A town near where Helvi hails from.


1649.


High Plateaus : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


Area of Venus where the Cloud People come from.


1650.


Sinharat : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


Martian ruined city.


1651.


Jekkara : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


A Low Canal town.


1652.


Valkis : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


A Low Canal town.


1653.


Callisto : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


Has buried tombs.


1654.


Arianrhod : z place - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


Site of the cliff-caves.


1655.


Lhari : z race - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


The Lords of Shuruun.  Rulers and slavers, with access to remnants of ancient possibly alien technology.


1656.


Cloud People : z race - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


Live on the Venusian High Plateaus.


1657.


The Lost Ones : z concept - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


Those taken by the Lhari as slaves.


1658.


Dragon : z animal - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


A small flying pet of the Lhari.


1659.


Lord of the Rocks : z animal - zz enchantress of venus - 3.0 


A large lizard.


1660.


Black Rod : z weapon - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


An energy weapon Egil uses.


1661.


Shock-weapons : z weapon - zz enchantress of venus - 3.5 


Used by the guards to control the Lost One slaves.


1662.


Collars : z technology - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


Used to control the Lost One slaves.  Hurt or kill if a barrier is crossed.


1663.


Cosmic ray machines : z technology - zz enchantress of venus - 4.0 


Technology used by the Lhari to change living cells.  There a variety of types, including tomblike.


1664.


Enchantress of Venus - Leigh Brackett : eric john stark - z novella - 4.0 


Novella


Number of words : 25000
   Percent of complex words : 5.0
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.5


READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.0
   Flesch : 79.9
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.2


CHARACTERS


Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, Man Without a Tribe.  Looking for his lost friend.


Malthor


Captain of the ship Stark takes to Shuruun.


Helvi


A friend of Stark's who disappears in Shuruun.


Larrabee


An Earthman, and now Shuruunian who assists Stark.  Survives as a medical practitioner.


Zareth


The young daughter of Malthor, who tries to warn Stark.


Varra


Lhari woman.


Bor


Lhari youth and fond of dragons.


Egil


Lhari man who wants to marry Varra. Slavemaster.


Arel


Older Lhari woman.


Grandmother


Large, monstrous Lhari ruler.


Treon


A cripped and apparently worthless Lhari man, according to the others.


Tika


A dead girl.


Tobal


Helvi's brother, died in Shuruun.


Cond


Lhari and Egil's brother.
   PLACES


Red Sea


Venusian Ocean


Mountains of the White Cloud


Beyond which lie the Red Sea.


Shuruun


Venusian pirate city.


Twilight Belt


Mercurian zone inbetween the two sides.


Yarell


A town near where Helvi hails from.


High Plateaus


Area of Venus where the Cloud People come from.


Sinharat


Martian ruined city.


Jekkara


A Low Canal town.


Valkis


A Low Canal town.


Callisto


Has buried tombs.


Arianrhod


Site of the cliff-caves.
   RACES


Lhari


The Lords of Shuruun.  Rulers and slavers, with access to remnants of ancient possibly alien technology.


Cloud People


Live on the Venusian High Plateaus.
   CONCEPTS


The Lost Ones


Those taken by the Lhari as slaves.
   ANIMALS


Dragon


A small flying pet of the Lhari.


Lord of the Rocks


A large lizard.
   WEAPONS


Black Rod


An energy weapon Egil uses.


Shock-weapons


Used by the guards to control the Lost One slaves.
   TECHNOLOGY


Collars


Used to control the Lost One slaves.  Hurt or kill if a barrier is crossed.


Cosmic ray machines


Technology used by the Lhari to change living cells.  There a variety of types, including tomblike.
   PLOT


Eric John Stark is looking for his friend, a barbarian princeling.  He has disappeared in Shuruun, a city of outlaws and pirates on Venus.  Stark hires one such to take him there over the Red Sea.


He finds a city in the grip of the Lhari, the remnants of an advanced race, using those they can catch as slaves on a technology project to restore their former glory.


The arrival of an uncowed and fearless Stark throws the Wild Man among the pigeons, and draws the attention of one of the women - provoking jealousy in the man who would wed her.  He places Stark among the slaves.  A bad move, as Stark is not one to be caged.  His friend Helvi is there also, to show him the ropes until their can organise a fight for freedom.


There are divisions among the Lhari, too.  Treon has been doing his own technology work, unknown to the others, even though the monstrous Grandmother still rules.


The Lhari also have well armed guards and minions like Malthor the pirate who brought Stark to them, and the slaves have to fight their way past these before they can take on the Lhari.  Their internal jealousies help the slave revolt, but the slaves and Stark and Helvi are still in trouble, until the arrival of Larrabee with some of the locals.


http://www.archive.org/details/EnchantressOfVenus


1665.


Queen Of the Martian Catacombs - Hero Machine : z artwork - fans - 1.0 


Berild, Queen of the Martian Catacombs.


http://lh3.ggpht.com/_cNxVxKzFadA/S9rjxKykAzI/AAAAAAAACqc/7toB_WdqpE4/s512/BerildScreenShot001.jpg


1666.


Myth-Adventures in Leigh Brackett's Enchantress of Venus - Terry Hansen : z non-fiction - 0.0 - essay 


Apparently in Extrapolation 23, Spring 1982, pp77-82.  Seriously doubt I am ever likely to find this, so if anyone who has read it has anything to say?


Unseen.


http://books.google.com/books?id=3JXnz9x9sO4Cpg=PA861lpg=PA861dq=enchantress+of+venussource=blots=trKo-1XK6Rsig=6vhABzPl80zHOAyDPyNzRfvi54ghl=enei=ocPeSdD3DY3gtAOXrpy6CQsa=Xoi=book_resultct=resultresnum=14#v=onepageq=enchantress%20of%20venusf=false


1667.


Eric John Stark : 5.0 - z character - series - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


N'Chaka, oh Man-without-a-tribe who is on the run. Gets to be an agent.


1668.


Simon Ashton : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Stark's friend and mentor who has a deal for him he can't say no to.


1669.


Kynon : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


A barbarian chieftain from Shun.  The Giver of Life.


1670.


Delgaun : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


A bandit, and one of the System's top criminals.


1671.


Knighton : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z character - minor 


Terran bandit. Owner of a fast cruiser.


1672.


Walsh : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z character - minor 


Terran bandit. A genius weaponeer.


1673.


Themis : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z character - minor 


Mercurian bandit. Also a mechanic.


1674.


Arrod : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z character - minor 


Callistan bandit and organised crime leader.


1675.


Luthar : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Venusian bandit. A cashiered officer of the Venusian Guards.  Has worked with and betrayed Stark before.


1676.


Berild : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Raman woman, allied with Kynon.


1677.


Tika : z character - recurring - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Girl Stark knew, killed by a giant bird.


1678.


Freka : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Kynon's captain and indulger in Shanga.


1679.


Fianna : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Rama woman who is sick of the lifestyle and hates Kynon.


1680.


Kala : 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z character - minor 


Old woman, owner of Kala's.


1681.


Valkis : z place - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Martian Low Canal town.


1682.


Jekkara : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z character - minor 


Martian Low Canal town.


1683.


Barrakesh : z place - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Martian Low Canal town.


1684.


Tarak : z place - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Where the Earth Commission offices are located.


1685.


Kesh : z place - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Martian drylands area.


1686.


Shun : z place - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Martian drylands area.


1687.


Kala's : z place - zz queen of the martian catacombs - 4.0 


Bar in Valkis.


1688.


Belly of Stones : z place - zz queen of the martian catacombs - 4.0 


Ancient Raman underground, where Stark and Berild shelter.


1689.


Twilight Belt : z place - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Habitable zone on Mercury.


1690.


Sinharat : z place - zz queen of the martian catacombs - 4.0 


Rallying point for the tribes and Kynon's plans for war.  Has Catacombs.


1691.


Venusian spider silk : z technology - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Used for making clothes.


1692.


Crowns of the Ramas : z technology - zz queen of the martian catacombs - 4.0 


Used for mind transfer.  Or so it is said.


1693.


Purcell electronic discharge : z technology - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Useful for fake shows.


1694.


Shanga : z technology - zz queen of the martian catacombs - 4.0 


The going-back drug.  Makes people  more primitive.


1695.


Banning : z weapon - 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


An electrical gun.


1696.


Earth Police Control : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z organisation 


Hunters of Stark.


1697.


Terro-Venusian Metals : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z organisation 


A company Stark opposed.


1698.


The Martian Council of City-States : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z organisation 


Martian government organisation.


1699.


Earth Commission : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z organisation 


Earth government organisation related to Mars.


1700.


Venusian Guards : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z organisation 


Venus military group.


1701.


Brotherhood of the Little Worlds : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z organisation 


Organised crime on the smaller planetary bodies.


1702.


Space Patrol : 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs - z organisation 


Police organisation, whom the Brotherhood drove nuts.


1703.


Middle Venusians : z race - 3.0 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Martian swamp dwellers.


1704.


Ramas : z race - zz queen of the martian catacombs - 4.0 


Ancient Martian serial immortals. The Twice Born.


1705.


Keshi : z race - 3.5 - zz queen of the martian catacombs 


Martian barbarians.


1706.


Khamsin : z concept - zz queen of the martian catacombs - 4.0 


Martian desert storm.


1707.


Queen Of the Martian Catacombs - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - eric john stark - z novella 


Novella


Number of words : 22000
   Percent of complex words : 5.2
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.0
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 6.8525
   Flesch : 79.2826
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.1779


PEOPLE


Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, oh Man-without-a-tribe who is on the run. Gets to be an agent.


Simon Ashton


Stark's friend and mentor who has a deal for him he can't say no to.


Kynon


A barbarian chieftain from Shun.  The Giver of Life.


Delgaun


A bandit, and one of the System's top criminals.


Knighton


Terran bandit. Owner of a fast cruiser.


Walsh


Terran bandit. A genius weaponeer.


Themis


Mercurian bandit. Also a mechanic.


Arrod


Callistan bandit and organised crime leader.


Luthar


Venusian bandit. A cashiered officer of the Venusian Guards.  Has worked with and betrayed Stark before.


Berild


Raman woman, allied with Kynon.


Tika


Girl Stark knew, killed by a giant bird.


Freka


Kynon's captain and indulger in Shanga.


Fianna


Rama woman who is sick of the lifestyle and hates Kynon.


Kala


Old woman, owner of Kala's.


PLACES


Valkis


Martian Low Canal town.


Barrakesh


Martian Low Canal town.


Tarak


Where the Earth Commission offices are located.


Kesh


Martian drylands area.


Shun


Martian drylands area.


Kala's


Bar in Jekkara.


Belly of Stones


Ancient Raman underground, where Stark and Berild shelter.


Twilight Belt


Habitable zone on Mercury.


Sinharat


Rallying point for the tribes and Kynon's plans for war.  Has Catacombs.
   TECHNOLOGY


Venusian spider silk


Used for making clothes.


Crowns of the Ramas


Used for mind transfer.  Or so it is said.


Purcell electronic discharge


Useful for fake shows.


Shanga


The going-back drug.  Makes people  more primitive.


WEAPONS


Banning


An electrical gun.
   ORGANISATIONS


Earth Police Control


Hunters of Stark.


Terro-Venusian Metals


A company Stark opposed.


The Martian Council of City-States


Martian government organisation.


Earth Commission


Earth government organisation related to Mars.


Venusian Guards


Venus military group.


Brotherhood of the Little Worlds


Organised crime on the smaller planetary bodies.


Space Patrol


Police organisaiton, whom the Brotherhood drove nuts.
   RACES


Middle Venusians


Martian swamp dwellers.


Ramas


Ancient Martian serial immortals. The Twice Born.


Keshi


Martian barbarians.
   CONCEPT


Khamsin


Martian storm.
   PLOT


Simon Ashton and his posse catch up to Eric John Stark, his former mentee and almost-son.


Stark has a long stretch in the slammer hanging over his head, so Ashton offers him a deal.  Be his agent in trying to break up the plans Kynon and Delgaun have for provoking an inter-regional war, and the slate is wiped clean.


Stark does so and discovers at the heart of it, along with several crimelords are the remnants of the Rama race - people that can transfer their consciousness to different bodies.


Stark has an enemy in Luhar, who sold him out when he was doing some gunrunning for some locals.  Therefore, they try and set him up at Kala's when he is tasked with retrieving one of Kynon's captains, Freka, from his overindulgence in Shanga.  Or, Wild Man vs Beastial Men.


The Rama woman Berild also takes an interest in Stark, growing tired of Kynon, and has her own body switching plans.


This pair has reckoned without Berild's Rama servant Fianna - who has her own plans and hates Kynon.  Hence she aids Stark.  It doesn't hurt that Stark is nice to her, either.  Warning him of ambush, helping him out of prison, and helping to engineer the downfall of her fellows.


http://www.archive.org/details/QueenOfTheMartianCatacombs


1708.


Wikipedia - The Secret of Sinharat : z non-fiction - 5.0 - encyclopedia 


The Secret of Sinharat
   From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia The Secret of Sinharat  


Cover of first edition.
   Author Leigh Brackett
   Country United States
   Language English
   Genre(s) Science fiction novel
   Publisher Ace Books
   Publication date 1964
   Media type Print (Paperback)
   Pages 95 pp
   ISBN NA
   Followed by People of the Talisman
   The Secret of Sinharat is a science fiction novel by Leigh Brackett set on the planet Mars, whose protagonist is Eric John Stark.Contents [hide]
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Plot summary


For the first seven chapters, Queen of the Martian Catacombs and The Secret of Sinharat are almost word-for-word identical; the differences are inconsequential to the plot. In Chapter 1, a brief paragraph is inserted to situate the reader in the Leigh Brackett Solar System and to excuse the presence of non-Terran humans on planets like Mars through the concept of a prehistoric "seeding" - not mentioned elsewhere in Brackett's novels. In Chapter 5, an explicit reference to the events of Brackett's story The Beast-Jewel of Mars (Planet Stories, Winter 1948) has been cut, perhaps on the assumption that readers of the novel would not know or be interested in the earlier story. The Arabic word khamsin is consistently replaced by "storm wind", perhaps on the grounds that readers might not be familiar with the word (or mistake it for a Martian technical term).
   Chapter 1 - Eric John Stark, fleeing from Venus where he has been running guns to native opponents of a Terro-Venusian mining concern (mining and mineral extraction companies recur as villains in Brackett's stories), has come to Mars to fight as a mercenary in a private war in the Martian Drylands on behalf of Delgaun, lord of the Martian city of Valkis. He is finally pinned down by agents of Earth Police Control. Their leader, Simon Ashton, offers him a deal: lifting of his sentence, if he agrees to act as a spy on Delgaun, whom Ashton claims is plotting a major war together with a barbarian leader called Kynon, of the Dryland tribe of Shun; a war that Ashton says will be disastrous for the drylanders. Stark agrees to go to Valkis as Ashton's agent, and return to report to him in the Martian city of Tarak.
   Chapter 2 - Stark enters Valkis late at night and sees the drylanders gathering there. He meets Delgaun and several other mercenaries that Delgaun has hired. One of them is Luhar, an old enemy of Stark from Venus. They challenge each other, but Delgaun separates them. At dawn, Kynon of Shun enters Valkis.
   Chapter 3 - Delgaun, Stark and the mercenaries go to see Kynon. In the public square of Valkis, Kynon demonstrates a technology which he claims to have recovered from the lost secrets of the Ramas, an ancient race of Martians who had acquired a form of immortality. Kynon, using two crystal circlets and a glowing rod, appears to transfer the consciousness of an old Martian man into a young Terran boy. The old man collapses and dies. Kynon returns with Delgaun and the others to the council room in the palace.
   Chapter 4 - Stark accuses Kynon of an elaborate charade in which the boy was coached in his part and the old man was killed by poison. Kynon admits it, but justifies it as a necessity for uniting the drylanders against the City-States of the Dryland Borders, who are depriving them of water resources. Together with the men of Valkis and the other Low-canal cities, they will conquer the City-States and become fully independent of Terra. Stark goes to his quarters and sleeps through the day. At dusk he goes to the council-room, and finds Delgaun there with Kynon's female companion, Berild. Delgaun asks Stark to bring back one of Kynon's trusted captains, Freka, who is indulging in "a certain vice"; he needs to be back before Kynon sets out at midnight for his desert headquarters. On his way, Stark is stopped by Fianna, Berild's serving girl, who warns him that he is going into a trap set by Delgaun. Stark accepts the warning, but continues anyway.
   Chapter 5 - Stark comes to Kala's, a broken-down dive in a mostly uninhabited part of Valkis. He finds Freka there, indulging in shanga, a radiation-induced temporary atavistic regression to a bestial state. Stark realizes that an empty room near Freka probably contains the trap set for him. When he is refused entrance to the room, he leaves Kala's and waits outside. He is followed by Luhar, who had been waiting in the empty room for a chance to attack Stark. Stark jumps Luhar; the fighting goes back into Kala's, where the shanga addicts and Kala herself become involved. Stark knocks Freka out, is stabbed by Luhar, knocks Luhar out, and returns with Freka to Delgaun's palace. Delgaun is surprised and angry; Berild is pleased.
   Chapter 6 - At midnight, Kynon leaves Valkis with the drylanders and mercenaries. Kynon orders Stark and Luhar to remain apart from each other. Delgaun remains behind. Luhar and Freka confer. The caravan proceeds across the desert for three days, and on the fourth day they are hit by a sandstorm.
   Chapter 7 - Luhar and Freka take advantage of the storm to jump Stark and leave him for dead. He finds himself together with Berild. When the storm blows out, they are lost in the desert. They proceed on foot. After four days, running out of water, they come to a wilderness of rocks.


From chapter 8 on the two versions diverge.


Queen of the Martian Catacombs
   Chapter 8 - Stark and Berild are dying of thirst. Berild leads Stark three miles out of their way to a ruined monastery. She miraculously discovers a long-buried well. After they have drunk and slept, Stark suggests to Berild that she is actually a surviving immortal Rama, and knew the location of the well from memory. Berild dismisses the accusation. They stay in the ruins two days, and then leave.
   Chapter 9 - Stark and Berild arrive at Sinharat, the old city of the Ramas, where Kynon has made his headquarters. They find Kynon's army and his mercenaries camped in the desert outside the city. Stark enters Sinharat looking for Luhar, and fatally attacks him when he finds him. Delgaun is also mysteriously there. Kynon arrests Stark and places him in a subterranean cell in Sinharat under Freka's guard. Before Freka can kill Stark, Fianna appears and shoots him. Stark disposes of Freka in a pit in the catacombs. Fianna explains that Delgaun and Berild are both Ramas, and that while Kynon wants empire, Delgaun and Berild want to control Mars - without Kynon - through their mercenary outlander clients.
   Chapter 10 - Stark and Fianna proceed to a crypt below Sinharat where Berild is waiting. Kynon is there with her, but drugged and under Berild's hypnotic control. Berild offers to become Stark's lover and to make him a Rama, by exchanging his mind with Kynon's, and disposing of Delgaun after the war. Stark agrees, and Berild produces the real crowns of the Ramas, and puts them on Stark's and Kynon's heads.
   Chapter 11 - Stark awakes to find himself in Kynon's body. His own body is still there, alive but with Kynon's mind still under hypnosis. Berild locks Kynon, in Stark's body, in a small cell. Stark-as-Kynon goes with Berild to address the armies assembled at Sinharat from a high ledge in the city. Delgaun is there. Instead of leading them to war, Stark reveals the charade of the false Rama crowns. Berild stabs Stark in the back. Stark reveals Berild's treachery to Delgaun. Delgaun throws Berild from the ledge and attempts to unseat Stark from his steed and flee. Stark, though wounded, grasps Delgaun and throttles him, while Delgaun stabs him repeatedly. Stark kills Delgaun and loses consciousness. Fianna runs to him.
   Chapter 12 - Stark awakes and finds himself with Fianna. He is back in the crypt below Sinharat, in his own body. Kynon is next to him, dead. Fianna reveals that she is also a Rama, unknown to Berild and Delgaun. She expresses remorse for her past evil and destroys the rod and crowns of the Ramas. Stark and Fianna leave together and find Sinharat deserted. Fianna decides to stay in Sinharat for a while before she decides what to do. Stark departs for Tarak to meet Simon Ashton.


The Secret of Sinharat
   Chapter 8 - Stark and Berild are dying of thirst. Berild leads Stark three miles out of their way to an old ruin, where they both collapse. At night, Stark wakes to see Berild tracing her steps to the site of a long-buried well. They uncover it together, drink, and sleep. The next night, Stark suggests to Berild that she must be a witch to have discovered the well. Berild explains that she knew the secret of the well's location from her father, who had crossed the desert in this place years ago. Stark accepts her explanation, but is privately unconvinced. They stay in the ruins two days, and then leave.
   Chapter 9 - Stark and Berild arrive at Sinharat at dawn and find Kynon's caravan encamped outside. The Dryland armies have not yet arrived, but only Kynon and his mercenaries are in the city itself, which the drylanders regard as taboo. Stark and Berild enter Sinharat looking for Luhar, but Kynon prevents Stark and Luhar from fighting. Berild kills Luhar with a knife. Kynon does not punish Berild, but warns Stark not to fight with Freka, who has gone back to the desert, and condemns the infighting that threatens his plans. Berild lies to Kynon about how she and Stark reached Sinharat, pretending that they had more water than they did. Kynon dismisses Berild and Stark.
   Chapter 10 - Stark awakes at dusk and finds Fianna there. She warns him that his life is in danger from Delgaun, when he arrives. Stark refuses to flee. Fianna leads Stark to a chamber where Berild is waiting. She warns him against Delgaun, and expresses her resentment at Kynon. Drums beat announcing the late arrival of Delgaun and his allies to Sinharat, and Stark and Berild part. As Stark leaves, he meets Fianna, who hints that Berild may be a Rama.
   Chapter 11 - Kynon unveils the banner of the Ramas before the massed armies of the Drylands and the Low-canals in front of Sinharat. Stark confronts Delgaun as a fellow-follower of Kynon, and forces Delgaun to accept him as comrade-in-arms. Later, in council, Delgaun backs down before Kynon, and they proceed to plot the conquest of the City-States. Kynon warns his confederates not to reveal that they do not really have the secret of the Ramas. Days pass. Freka returns from Shun with more fighters, but Kynon keeps him and Stark from fighting. Later, Stark goes into Sinharat and finds Berild reading an ancient wall-inscription in an unknown language. Stark follows her as she goes to a high window.
   Chapter 12 - Stark accuses Berild of being a Rama. Berild dismisses his statement with smooth explanations, but Stark does not accept them. Stark deduces that Delgaun must also be a Rama. Berild leaves suddenly. Stark goes later, and is attacked by Freka who is under the influence of shanga. As they are fighting, Kynon and his fighters discover them. Stark is accused of murdering Freka, and the Shunni demand his blood. Stark is knocked out as he tries to blurt out the truth of Kynon's charade. He awakes in an underground cell, guarded by a Shunni warrior. (This portion of the expansion is a rewrite of the middle of Chapter 9 of Catacombs.)
   Chapter 13 - Fianna appears, shoots the Shunni, and frees Stark. Fianna reveals that she, Berild, and Delgaun are all surviving Ramas, though she is dependent upon them for the Sending-on of Minds. She leads him into the catacombs, where Stark disposes of the guard's body in a pit and takes his sword. Fianna describes Delgaun and Berild's plans for empire, and explains that they intend to dispose of Kynon by putting Delgaun's mind into Kynon's body. She asks Stark to help her prevent it, and leads him to Berild's chamber. There they find Kynon in bonds, and Berild preparing the real crowns of the Ramas for the Sending-on of Minds.
   Chapter 14 - Stark enters, attacks Delgaun and kills him with the sword. Berild drops the crowns and draws a knife. Fianna frees Kynon, who throttles Berild as she slashes him. Stark tells the wounded Kynon to stop the march of the Drylanders. He and Fianna help Kynon out to the open stairway that leads up to Sinharat. From there, Kynon addresses the tribes, telling them of Delgaun and Berild's treachery and his own lie about having the secret of the Ramas. Then he collapses and dies. The mercenaries and the armies break up and leave. Stark returns to Sinharat and finds Fianna. She explains that she has hidden the crowns of the Ramas, unable to destroy them. She invites Stark to return to Sinharat late in his life, offering to make him a Rama then. He refuses. Fianna says that she will stay in Sinharat. Stark departs for Tarak to meet Simon Ashton, looking back at Sinharat as he goes.


Expansion Commentary


The Sinharat expansion is very competently and intelligently written and very much in the mature Brackett style. The characters of Kynon and Fianna are given additional depth. Whereas in Catacombs Kynon was merely a villain and a tool of Delgaun and Berild, in Sinharat he is more intelligent and even tragic. Fianna's breaking of the crowns of the Ramas in Catacombs is a somewhat trite development; her awareness of her own weakness, and her thought for the future in Sinharat is both more tragic and more realistic, and this turn of events gives Stark's last look back at Sinharat an additional meaning that it had not had in Catacombs. The plot structure is enhanced by the delay in Stark's discovery that Berild is a Rama, and the awkward though necessary appearance of Delgaun is better handled in Sinharat. The inconsistency in Catacombs, whereby Fianna is a Rama unknown to anyone but herself, but (being in a very young body) must have undergone the Sending on of Minds very recently, is eliminated in Sinharat. Additional details about the layout of Sinharat are consistent with Brackett's late story The Road to Sinharat (1963).


Characters
   Eric John Stark, an outlaw mercenary warrior, born on Mercury, acting as a double agent.
   Simon Ashton, an official of Earth Police Control, searching for Stark.
   Delgaun of Valkis, lord of the wickedest of the Low-canal cities, hiring mercenaries to serve in a war in the Drylands.
   Luhar, cashiered officer of the Venusian Guards, with a deadly grudge against Stark
   Kynon of Shun, a Martian dryland barbarian with dreams of uniting the desert tribes and establishing an empire over the City-States of Mars.
   Freka, a captain loyal to Kynon, but addicted to the terrible vice of shanga.
   Berild, a red-haired Shunni woman, consort of Kynon, but actually using him to further her plans and Delgaun's.
   Fianna, Berild's servant girl, possessed of wisdom and cunning far beyond her years.
   The Ramas, an ancient and evil Martian nation, who had discovered the secret of immortality - at a terrible price, to be paid by others.


Publication history


This story was first published under the title Queen of the Martian Catacombs in the pulp magazine Planet Stories, Summer 1949.


In 1964, after considerable revision and expansion, it was republished as The Secret of Sinharat as one part of an Ace Double novel; its companion was another expanded Eric John Stark story, People of the Talisman. The expansion has sometimes been attributed to Brackett's husband, Edmond Hamilton[1]. For The Secret of Sinharat, there is little internal evidence to support this suggestion.


In 1982, it appeared, again together with People of the Talisman, under the title Eric John Stark, Outlaw of Mars.


In 2005 the original Planet Stories version was republished in Sea-Kings of Mars and Otherworldly Stories, Volume 46 in the Gollancz Fantasy Masterworks series. It appeared the same year in the collection Stark and the Star Kings (Haffner Press).


In 2008, the entire Eric John Stark saga was republished, in E-Book form, by Baen Publishing, and is available thru Webscriptions.net.


Titles


Queen of the Martian Catacombs is typical of the rather wordy and often misleading titles assigned to stories in Planet Stories, to go along with their colorful, action-packed, but equally misleading cover art. The cover of the Summer 1949 issue of Planet Stories gives the title as Queen of the Martian Catacombs: A Desert-worlds Novel by Leigh Brackett, with the explanatory blurb Across the red sands fought the Terran changeling to reach Berild, beautiful and fey - and blast her into eternal dust.... This is not a very accurate synopsis of the story.


The "catacombs" in question are the tunnels under Sinharat, although they do not play a very important part in either version of the story, and the "Queen" is apparently Berild, though her role is not really central enough to name the story after her. Planet, however, liked cover illustrations of beautiful women, and the Allen Anderson cover of the Summer 1949 issue indeed shows a red-haired woman in blue dress and high heels (!) astride a Martian steed resembling a frightened cartoon seahorse. An inappropriately pale-skinned Stark is shown in the foreground attempting to split the skull of a crouching, red-skinned Martian (?) with his swordâ��both sword and red Martian existing only in the illustrator's imagination. An architecturally banal Martian city languishes in the background, while the vivid yellow sky boasts over a dozen moons.


The later title, The Secret of Sinharat, is less irrelevant; the "secret" is presumably the Rama's secret method of mind-transference, and although it hardly belongs exclusively to the city of Sinharat, that city's prominent place as the setting for the story's climax is sufficiently important to make its use in the title not inappropriate.


Footnotes


References
   Tuck, Donald H. (1974). The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction and Fantasy. Chicago: Advent. p. 28. ISBN 0-911682-20-1.


External links
   The Secret of Sinharat publication history at the Internet Speculative Fiction Database
   Categories: 1964 novels | Novels by Leigh Brackett | Mars in fiction


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Secret_of_Sinharat
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People of the Talisman
   From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia People of the Talisman  


Cover of first edition.
   Author Leigh Brackett
   Country United States
   Language English
   Genre(s) Science fiction Fantasy novel
   Publisher Ace Books
   Publication date 1964
   Media type Print (Paperback)
   Pages 128 pp
   ISBN NA
   Preceded by The Secret of Sinharat
   People of the Talisman is a science fiction novel by Leigh Brackett set on the planet Mars, whose protagonist is Eric John Stark.Contents [hide]
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Plot introduction


Despite beginning in the same place and with the same situation, Black Amazon of Mars and People of the Talisman are two different stories on a similar premise, with occasionally overlapping text. The differences between the two can be seen in the following synopses.


Plot summary


Black Amazon of Mars
   Chapter 1 - Eric John Stark, outland mercenary, and his companion Camar the thief, are travelling in the wilderness that surrounds the northern polar cap of Mars, trying to get to Camar's home city of Kushat. Camar has been mortally wounded in a guerrilla campaign and wants to return home before he dies. Unable to make it, he confesses that he has stolen the holy talisman of Ban Cruach from Kushat, which keeps the city safe. It is hidden inside a boss on his belt. Stark promises to take the talisman back to Kushat for Camar. Examining the talisman, he presses it to his forehead and receives visions of a tower, a city in the ice, and a pass - the memories of Ban Cruach. Soon after he puts the talisman back in the belt, he is approached by the riders of Mekh, a barbarian tribe that lives in the hills between him and Kushat.
   Chapter 2 - The riders of Mekh arrest and plunder Stark, except for his clothes and Camar's belt. They lead him to their camp in a valley several days northward. There they bring him before the masked and fully armored lord Ciaran. Ciaran interrogates Stark and announces his plan to besiege Kushat. Stark is uncooperative and demands to see Ciaran's face. Ciaran turns him over to Thord, his previous capturer.
   Chapter 3 - Stark is tied to a scaffold and scourged by Thord. When Thord comes near him, Stark bits his hand hard enough to break his thumb. When Thord tries to kill Stark for this, Ciaran kills Thord for disobedience. Stark feigns unconsciousness, despite being prodded by spears. When he is cut down, Stark gets a spear, kills several riders, and escapes on a mount. After riding for three days through a snowy wasteland marked by a series of towers, he reaches Kushat, a city standing in front of a pass through a scarp.
   Chapter 4 - Stark enters Kushat and meets Thanis. He his challenged by Lugh, whom he warns about the imminent attack by Mekh. Lugh leads Stark to the guard captain, who dismisses Stark's claims, but is persuaded to pass the warning on to the nobility. He gives Stark into the custody of Thanis, who takes him to her home. Stark sleeps, only to be wakened by Thanis' brother Balin, who tells him that soldiers have come, and warns him not to speak of the talisman. A nobleman, Rogain, enters with a group of soldiers and questions Stark about the invasion. Rogain at last agrees to put Kushat in arms. After Rogain and his men leave, Balin and Thanis explain that they found the talisman in Camar's belt, and they agree not to return it to the men of Kushat. Stark goes to sleep again. Just before dawn he wakes and goes up on Kushat's wall.
   Chapter 5 - In the morning, the clans of Mekh, led by Ciaran, attack Kushat. Despite resistance, Mekh takes the Wall and breaches its gate. Stark, who had been fighting on the wall, goes down to face Ciaran in single combat. As they fight, Stark tears Ciaran's mask off, revealing her to be a red-haired woman.
   Chapter 6 - Despite this revelation, in the moment of victory, Ciaran is able to retain the loyalty of her followers. As the soldiers of Kushat charge and are beaten back, Stark manages to escape the mÃªlÃ©e. Stark hides in Kushat until the looting commences.
   Chapter 7 -
   Chapter 8 -
   Chapter 9 -


People of the Talisman
   Chapter 1 - Eric John Stark, outland mercenary, and his companion Camar the thief, are travelling in the wilderness that surrounds the northern polar cap of Mars, trying to get to Camar's home city of Kushat. Camar has been mortally wounded in a guerrilla campaign and wants to return home before he dies. Unable to make it, he confesses that he has stolen the holy talisman of Ban Cruach from Kushat, which keeps the city safe. It is hidden inside a boss on his belt. Stark promises to take the talisman back to Kushat for Camar. Examining the talisman, he hears tiny, unintelligible voices that alarm him. Soon after he puts the talisman back in the belt, he is approached by the riders of Mekh, a barbarian tribe that lives in the hills between him and Kushat.
   Chapter 2 -
   Chapter 3 -
   Chapter 4 -
   Chapter 5 -
   Chapter 6 -
   Chapter 7 -
   Chapter 8 -
   Chapter 9 -
   Chapter 10 -
   Chapter 11 -
   Chapter 12 -
   Chapter 13 -
   Chapter 14 -
   Chapter 15 -


Expansion Commentary


The Talisman expansion is far more ambitious than the one of The Secret of Sinharat; for one thing, the resulting story is about a third longer than Sinharat. Despite the comprehensiveness of the revision, the treatment of the earlier chapters, where more of the original text is retained, is sometimes clumsy and the motivation of the changes is sometimes unclear. In at least one place there is a significant editorial faux pas -- a passage in which an important character is introduced is omitted, and the character is later referred to by name without the connection between name and person having ever been made explicit. The murderously insane aliens of Talisman are a very unusual invention for Brackett, and it may be that the hand of Hamilton is seen at work here. Ban Cruach also loses much of his mythical glamor in Talisman, which is something of a let-down, though it does work as a "twist" conclusion.


Characters
   Eric John Stark, a mercenary fighter, born on Mercury, looking for trouble in northern Mars.
   Camar, a Martian thief of the northern city of Kushat.
   Ciaran, lord of the barbarian tribe of Mekh, who keeps some secret forever hidden behind his mask.
   Thord, captain of Mekh, servant of Ciaran.
   Otar, of Kushat, counselor and servant of Ciaran.
   Lugh, officer of the guard of Kushat.
   Rogain, nobleman of Kushat and Commander of the City.
   Balin, a thief of Kushat.
   Thanis, Balin's sister.
   Ban Cruach, a hero of ancient Mars, standing forever at the Gates of Death in the Norland wilderness.


Publication history


This story was first published under the title Black Amazon of Mars in the pulp magazine Planet Stories, March 1951.


In 1964, after a total revision and expansion, it was republished as People of the Talisman, as one part of an Ace Double novel; its companion was another expanded Eric John Stark story, The Secret of Sinharat. The expansion has sometimes been attributed to Brackett's husband, Edmond Hamilton[1]. For People of the Talisman, there may be some internal evidence to support this suggestion.


In 1982, it appeared, again together with The Secret of Sinharat, under the title Eric John Stark, Outlaw of Mars.


In 2005 the original Planet Stories version was republished in Sea-Kings of Mars and Otherworldly Stories, Volume 46 in the Gollancz Fantasy Masterworks series. It appeared the same year in the collection Stark and the Star Kings (Haffner Press).


Titles


Black Amazon of Mars is typical of the rather wordy and sometimes misleading titles assigned to stories in Planet Stories, to go along with their colorful, action-packed, but equally misleading cover art. The cover of the March 1951 issue of Planet Stories gives the title as Black Amazon of Mars: A Novel of Warrior Worlds by Leigh Brackett, with the explanatory blurb A hooded warlord leads the hordes of Mekh against the Ancient Doom. Although not very revealing of anything about the plot, it is slightly more accurate than some of Planet Stories' other blurbs.


The "Black Amazon" in question is of course Ciaran/Ciara, whose role in the story is for once central enough to justify Planet's title, and its choice of her as the center of its cover. The Allen Anderson cover of the March 1951 issue shows a dramatically tilted red-haired woman in black mail swinging a double-bitted battle-axe at a mass of waving black tentacles emerging from the ground. The tentacles are apparently a wild stab by the artist at giving some form to the almost undepictable aliens of the story. An inappropriately pale-skinned Stark, looking rather like Mickey Mouse in red shorts and suspenders, is shown in the background futilely waving a sword about. The further background somewhat more convincingly depicts Ban Cruach at the Gates of Death.


The later title, People of the Talisman at least has the merit of not giving away an important plot point prematurely. Otherwise, it is rather vague; it might refer either to the people of Kushat, or the aliens beyond the Gates of Death, in either case excluding the two main characters!


Footnotes


References
   Tuck, Donald H. (1974). The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction and Fantasy. Chicago: Advent. p. 61. ISBN 0-911682-20-1.


1710.


Eric John Stark : 5.0 - z character - series - zz the secret of sinharat 


N'Chaka, oh Man-without-a-tribe who is on the run. Gets to be an agent.


1711.


Simon Ashton : z character - recurring - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


Stark's friend and mentor who has a deal for him he can't say no to.


1712.


Kynon : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the secret of sinharat 


A barbarian chieftain from Shun.  The Giver of Life.


1713.


Delgaun : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the secret of sinharat 


A bandit, and one of the System's top criminals.


1714.


Knighton : 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat - z character - minor 


Terran bandit. Owner of a fast cruiser.


1715.


Walsh : 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat - z character - minor 


Terran bandit. A genius weaponeer.


1716.


Themis : 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat - z character - minor 


Mercurian bandit. Also a mechanic.


1717.


Arrod : 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat - z character - minor 


Callistan bandit and organised crime leader.


1718.


Luthar : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Venusian bandit. A cashiered officer of the Venusian Guards.  Has worked with and betrayed Stark before.


1719.


Berild : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Raman woman, allied with Kynon.


1720.


Tika : z character - recurring - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Girl Stark knew, killed by a giant bird.


1721.


Freka : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Kynon's captain and indulger in Shanga.


1722.


Fianna : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Rama woman who is sick of the lifestyle and hates Kynon.


1723.


Kala : 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat - z character - minor 


Old woman, owner of Kala's.


1724.


Valkis : z place - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Martian Low Canal town.


1725.


Barrakesh : z place - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Martian Low Canal town.


1726.


Tarak : z place - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Where the Earth Commission offices are located. On the Dryland Border.


1727.


Kesh : z place - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Martian drylands area.


1728.


Shun : z place - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Martian drylands area.


1729.


Kala's : z place - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


Bar in Valkis.


1730.


Belly of Stones : z place - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


Ancient underground place with a secret water supply, where Stark and Berild shelter from a desert storm.


1731.


Twilight Belt : z place - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Habitable zone on Mercury.


1732.


Sinharat : z place - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


Rallying point for the tribes and Kynon's plans for war.  Has Catacombs.


1733.


Venusian spider silk : z technology - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Used for making clothes.


1734.


Crowns of the Ramas : z technology - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


Used for mind transfer.  Or so it is said.


1735.


Purcell electronic discharge : z technology - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Useful for fake shows.


1736.


Shanga : z technology - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


The going-back drug.  Makes people  more primitive.


1737.


Banning : z weapon - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


An electrical gun.


1738.


Earth Police Control : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the secret of sinharat 


Hunters of Stark.


1739.


Terro-Venusian Metals : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the secret of sinharat 


A company Stark opposed.


1740.


The Martian Council of City-States : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the secret of sinharat 


Martian government organisation.


1741.


Earth Commission : 3.5 - z organisation - zz the secret of sinharat 


Earth government organisation related to Mars.


1742.


Venusian Guards : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the secret of sinharat 


Venus military group.


1743.


Brotherhood of the Little Worlds : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the secret of sinharat 


Organised crime on the smaller planetary bodies.


1744.


Space Patrol : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the secret of sinharat 


Police organisation, whom the Brotherhood drove nuts.


1745.


Middle Venusians : z race - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Martian swamp dwellers.


1746.


Ramas : z race - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


Ancient Martian serial immortals. The Twice Born.


1747.


Keshi : z race - 3.0 - zz the secret of sinharat 


Martian barbarians.


1748.


Banner of Death and Life : z concept - zz the secret of sinharat - 4.0 


Kynon's rallying flag.


1749.


The Secret of Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : eric john stark - z novella - 4.0 


Novella


Number of words : 28000
   Percent of complex words : 5.4
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.1
   Flesch : 78.2
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.4


PEOPLE


Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, oh Man-without-a-tribe who is on the run. Gets to be an agent.


Simon Ashton


Stark's friend and mentor who has a deal for him he can't say no to.


Kynon


A barbarian chieftain from Shun.  The Giver of Life.


Delgaun


A bandit, and one of the System's top criminals.


Knighton  


Terran bandit. Owner of a fast cruiser.


Walsh


Terran bandit. A genius weaponeer.


Themis


Mercurian bandit. Also a mechanic.


Arrod


Callistan bandit and organised crime leader.


Luthar


Venusian bandit. A cashiered officer of the Venusian Guards.  Has worked with and betrayed Stark before.


Berild


Raman woman, allied with Kynon.


Tika


Girl Stark knew, killed by a giant bird.


Freka


Kynon's captain and indulger in Shanga.


Fianna


Rama woman who is sick of the lifestyle and hates Kynon.


Kala


Old woman, owner of Kala's.


PLACES


Valkis


Martian Low Canal town.


Barrakesh


Martian Low Canal town.


Tarak


Where the Earth Commission offices are located. On the Dryland Border.


Kesh


Martian drylands area.


Shun


Martian drylands area.


Kala's


Bar in Valkis.


Belly of Stones


Ancient underground place with a secret water supply, where Stark and Berild shelter from a desert storm.


Twilight Belt


Habitable zone on Mercury.


Sinharat


Rallying point for the tribes and Kynon's plans for war.  Has Catacombs.
   TECHNOLOGY


Venusian spider silk


Used for making clothes.


Crowns of the Ramas


Used for mind transfer.  Or so it is said.


Purcell electronic discharge


Useful for fake shows.


Shanga


The going-back drug.  Makes people  more primitive.


WEAPONS


Banning


An electrical gun.
   ORGANISATIONS


Earth Police Control


Hunters of Stark.


Terro-Venusian Metals


A company Stark opposed.


The Martian Council of City-States


Martian government organisation.


Earth Commission


Earth government organisation related to Mars.


Venusian Guards


Venus military group.


Brotherhood of the Little Worlds


Organised crime on the smaller planetary bodies.


Space Patrol


Police organisation, whom the Brotherhood drove nuts.
   RACES


Middle Venusians


Martian swamp dwellers.


Ramas


Ancient Martian serial immortals. The Twice Born.


Keshi


Martian barbarians.
   CONCEPT


Banner of Death and Life


Kynon's rallying flag.


PLOT


Simon Ashton and his posse catch up to Eric John Stark, his former mentee and almost-son.


Stark has a long stretch in the slammer hanging over his head, so Ashton offers him a deal.  Be his agent in trying to break up the plans Kynon and Delgaun have for provoking an inter-regional war, and the slate is wiped clean.


Stark does so and discovers at the heart of it, along with several crimelords are a pair of women. Both take an interest in him, and Fianna wants to aid him.


Stark has an enemy in Luhar, who sold him out when he was doing some gunrunning for some locals.  Therefore, they try and set him up at Kala's when he is tasked with retrieving one of Kynon's captains, Freka, from his overindulgence in Shanga.  Or, Wild Man vs Beastial Men.


The woman Berild also takes an interest in Stark, growing tired of Kynon, and has her own plans.  She is trapped in a desert storm with Stark, who helps her to survive, along with her knowledge of a secret underground water supply.


At Sinharat, Stark discovers that the ancient Rama race remnants are at the heart of this conspiracy, including Berild, Delgaun and Fianna.  When Kynon realises he has been manipulated, he turns on his allies, with Stark. Fianna takes the Raman personality switching Crowns to hide, telling Stark that if he is tired of growing old, to come and find her, as she can't bring herself to destroy them, in case she wants to use them again. 


1750.


Leigh Brackett, screenwriter and sci-fi royalty - Marc Haefele : z non-fiction - 3.5 - article 


A short article from a Southern California public radio station.  Also with an audio version you can download.


http://media.scpr.org/audio/upload/2010/04/29/or-haefele-brackett.mp3


http://www.scpr.org/programs/offramp/2010/05/01/marc-haefele-leigh-brackett-screenwriter-and-sci-f/


1751.


Eric John Stark : 5.0 - z character - series - zz black amazon of mars 


N'Chaka, the Man-Without-a-Tribe. Earthman, out of Mercury.


1752.


Ciaran : z character - major - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


The warlord Ciara, Black Amazon of Mars.


1753.


Ban Cruach : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz black amazon of mars 


A great Martian king of old.


1754.


Thord : 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars - z character - minor 


Leader of the Riders of Mekh.


1755.


Otar : 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars - z character - minor 


One of Ciaran's men. Elderly and crazed.


1756.


Thanis : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz black amazon of mars 


A Kushat girl who helps Stark. Balin's sister.


1757.


Lugh : 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars - z character - minor 


The military leader in Kushat.


1758.


Balin : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz black amazon of mars 


A soldier of Kushat. Thanis' brother.


1759.


Rogain : 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars - z character - minor 


A noble in Kushat.


1760.


Tika : z character - recurring - 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars 


A girl Stark knew in his youth.


1761.


Norland : z place - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


A Martian desert region.


1762.


Kushat : z place - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


Where Stark is heading. A city in the Martian north.


1763.


Thieves' Quarter : z place - 3.5 - zz black amazon of mars 


Where Camar was born.


1764.


Gates of Death : z place - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


A pass that opens into the black mountains beyond Kushat. Domain of Ban Cruach.


1765.


Babylon : z place - 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars 


Ancient Earth city.


1766.


Phobos and Deimos : z place - 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars 


The moons of Mars.


1767.


Jekkara and Valkis and Barrakesh : z place - 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars 


Southern cities of Mars.


1768.


Lord of Silence : z concept - 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars 


A deity.


1769.


High Martian : z concept - 3.0 - zz black amazon of mars 


Ancient dialect.


1770.


Talisman : z technology - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


A crystal lens, some four inches across with an intricate interlocking of many
   facets. Ban Cruach's, and contains his knowledge.


1771.


Crystal Globes : z technology - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


Ancient technology, used for heat blocking.


1772.


Master-bank : z technology - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


Technology of the ice-folk.


1773.


Riders of Mekh : z organisation - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


Ciaran's barbarian warriors.


1774.


Ice-folk : z race - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


Shining faceless ones. The kings of the glacial ice of ages past. Banished by
   Ban Cruach.


1775.


Ban Cruach's sword : z weapon - zz black amazon of mars - 4.0 


Worries the ice-folk.


1776.


Black Amazon of Mars - Leigh Brackett : eric john stark - 5.0 - z novella 


Novella


Number of words : 23900
   Percent of complex words : 5.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 15.3
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 8.3
   Flesch : 76.5
   Flesch-Kincaid : 6.4


PEOPLE


Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, the Man-Without-a-Tribe. Earthman, out of Mercury.


Camar


A dying Martian.


Ciaran 


The warlord Ciara, Black Amazon of Mars.


Ban Cruach


A great Martian king of old.


Thord


Leader of the Riders of Mekh.


Otar


One of Ciaran's men. Elderly and crazed.


Thanis


A Kushat girl who helps Stark. Balin's sister.


Lugh


The military leader in Kushat.


Balin


A soldier of Kushat. Thanis' brother.


Rogain


A noble in Kushat.


Tika


A girl Stark knew in his youth.


PLACES


Norland


A Martian desert region.


Kushat


Where Stark is heading. A city in the Martian north.


Thieves' Quarter


Where Camar was born.


Gates of Death


A pass that opens into the black mountains beyond Kushat. Domain of Ban Cruach.


Babylon


Ancient Earth city.


Phobos and Deimos


The moons of Mars.


Jekkara and Valkis and Barrakesh


Southern cities of Mars.
   CONCEPTS


Lord of Silence


A deity.
   High Martian


Ancient dialect.
   TECHNOLOGY


Talisman


A crystal lens, some four inches across with an intricate interlocking of many
   facets. Ban Cruach's, and contains his knowledge.


Crystal Globes


Ancient technology, used for heat blocking.


Master-bank


Technology of the ice-folk.
   ORGANISATIONS


Riders of Mekh


Ciaran's barbarian warriors.
   RACES


Ice-folk


Shining faceless ones. The kings of the glacial ice of ages past. Banished by Ban Cruach.
   WEAPONS


Ban Cruach's sword


Worries the ice-folk.
   PLOT


Stark's friend Camar has taken the Talisman of Ban Cruach, and wants to take it back to Kushat.  However, he has been mortally wounded, so passes it on to Stark.


Stark runs into a problem when he encounters the Riders of Merkh - a barbarian horde under the command of Lord Ciaran.  He is brought in front of the lord, who shows both intelligence and brutality, but he manages to escape and make it to Kushat.  Despite two of the locals, a brother and sister believing him, those in charge do not believe in barbarian hordes at the gate.


Hence, unprepared and despite Stark's effort, Kushat will soon be overrun.  Stark decides to lead a charge, however, futile, and heads straight for Ciaran.  They clash on horseback, both losing their weapons.  This brings Stark an advantage in size as they grapple - and even more so when he realises Ciaran is actually female.  She still has a good punch though, knocking Stark back.  


Her own men are shocked by this revelation, but she declares he accomplishments, and when they waver she rides into them, slaughtering several. So the new boss is the as the old boss. Stark gets away in this confusion.  Fascinated, however, he seeks her out in her new chambers in Kushat.


She says will eve go beyond the Gates of Death - and knows that Stark has the talisman.


Thanis' brother Balin has gone to the Gates of Death, which is very bad if in his anger at his city's loss he looses what Ban Cruach stived to hold in check.  The coming of the ice-folk again.


Both Stark and Ciara are too brave to see the city go this way, even if it is not hers, and they head out to try and find Balin. There they find ancient super science and the old, cold race, and Ban Cruach's sword.  


It is up to Stark to use the talisman and Ban Cruach's knowledge within to hold back this old anyway, and save Balin and Ciara.


http://www.archive.org/details/BlackAmazonOfMars


http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/3/2/6/6/32665/32665-h/32665-h.htm


1777.


Eric John Stark : zz people of the talisman - 5.0 - z character - series 


N'Chaka, the Man-Without-a-Tribe. Earthman, out of Mercury.


1778.


Camar : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A dying Martian.


1779.


Ciaran : z character - supporting - zz people of the talisman - 4.0 


The warlord of Mekh.


1780.


Ban Cruach : z character - supporting - zz people of the talisman - 3.5 


A great Martian king of old.


1781.


Thord : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Leader of the Riders of Mekh.


1782.


Otar : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of Ciaran's men. Elderly and crazed.


1783.


Thanis : z character - supporting - zz people of the talisman - 3.5 


A Kushat girl who helps Stark. Balin's sister.


1784.


Lugh : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z character - minor 


The military leader in Kushat.


1785.


Balin : z character - supporting - zz people of the talisman - 3.5 


A soldier of Kushat. Thanis' brother.


1786.


Rogain : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A noble in Kushat.


1787.


Tika : zz people of the talisman - z character - recurring - 3.0 


A girl Stark knew in his youth.


1788.


Narrabhar : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A noble leader in Kushat.


1789.


Hrillin : z character - supporting - zz people of the talisman - 3.5 


One of the old race.


1790.


Norland : z place - zz people of the talisman - 4.0 


A Martian desert region.


1791.


Kushat : z place - zz people of the talisman - 4.0 


Where Stark is heading. A city in the Martian north. The King City.


1792.


Thieves' Quarter : z place - zz people of the talisman - 3.5 


Where Camar was born.


1793.


Gates of Death : z place - zz people of the talisman - 4.0 


A pass that opens into the black mountains beyond Kushat. Domain of Ban Cruach.


1794.


Jekkara and Valkis and Barrakesh : z place - zz people of the talisman - 3.0 


Southern cities of Mars.


1795.


The Festival Stones : z place - zz people of the talisman - 4.0 


Two miles northeast of Kushat.


1796.


Quarter of the Tomb-Robbers : z place - zz people of the talisman - 4.0 


In Kushat. Quarter of the Blessed, a burying ground.  


1797.


Kesh and Shun : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Martin tribal areas.


1798.


Narrisan : z place - zz people of the talisman - 3.0 


The city that is Ciaran's eventual conqueror's goal.


1799.


Jekkara and Valkis : z place - zz people of the talisman - 3.0 


Cities of of the Sea-Kings. 


1800.


Wells of Tamboin : z place - zz people of the talisman - 3.0 


Sand-drowned ruins.


1801.


Sinharat : z place - zz people of the talisman - 3.0 


City of the Ever-Living.


1802.


Lord of Silence : zz people of the talisman - z concept - 3.0 


A deity.


1803.


High Martian : zz people of the talisman - z concept - 3.0 


Ancient dialect.


1804.


Talisman : zz people of the talisman - z technology - 4.0 


A crystal lens, some four inches across with an intricate interlocking of many
   facets. Ban Cruach's, and contains his knowledge.


1805.


Riders of Mekh : zz people of the talisman - z organisation - 4.0 


Ciaran's barbarian warriors.


1806.


Drylanders : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z organisation 


Martian desert dwellers.


1807.


Border States : zz people of the talisman - 3.0 - z organisation 


Martian political area.


1808.


The old race : zz people of the talisman - z race - 4.0 


Golden skinned and large eyed, with thumb spurs.


1809.


Globed weapons : zz people of the talisman - z weapon - 4.0 


Not a good idea to use, as they are not what they seem.


1810.


Rock lizard : z animal - zz people of the talisman - 3.0 


Martian desert reptile.


1811.


People of the Talisman - Leigh Brackett : eric john stark - 4.0 - z novel 


Novel


Number of words : 39500
   Percent of complex words : 5.9
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.5
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.3
   Flesch : 78.8
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.4


PEOPLE


Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, the Man-Without-a-Tribe. Earthman, out of Mercury.


Camar


A dying Martian.


Ciaran 


The warlord of Mekh.


Ban Cruach


A great Martian king of old.


Thord


Leader of the Riders of Mekh.


Otar


One of Ciaran's men. Elderly and crazed.


Thanis


A Kushat girl who helps Stark. Balin's sister.


Lugh


The military leader in Kushat.


Balin


A soldier of Kushat. Thanis' brother.


Rogain


A noble in Kushat.


Tika


A girl Stark knew in his youth.


Narrabhar


A noble leader in Kushat.


Hrillin


One of the old race.


PLACES


Norland


A Martian desert region.


Kushat


Where Stark is heading. A city in the Martian north. The King City.


Thieves' Quarter


Where Camar was born.


Gates of Death


A pass that opens into the black mountains beyond Kushat. Domain of Ban Cruach.


Jekkara and Valkis and Barrakesh


Southern cities of Mars.


The Festival Stones


Two miles northeast of Kushat.


Quarter of the Tomb-Robbers


In Kushat. Quarter of the Blessed, a burying ground.  


Kesh and Shun


Martin tribal areas.


Narrisan


The city that is Ciaran's eventual conqueror's goal.


Jekkara and Valkis


Cities of of the Sea-Kings. 


Wells of Tamboin


Sand-drowned ruins.


Sinharat


City of the Ever-Living.
   CONCEPTS


Lord of Silence


A deity.
   High Martian


Ancient dialect.
   TECHNOLOGY


Talisman


A crystal lens, some four inches across with an intricate interlocking of many
   facets. Ban Cruach's, and contains his knowledge.
   ORGANISATIONS


Riders of Mekh


Ciaran's barbarian warriors.


Drylanders


Martian desert dwellers.


Border States


Martian political area.
   RACES


The old race


Golden skinned and large eyed, with thumb spurs.
   WEAPONS


Globed weapons


Not a good idea to use, as they are not what they seem.
   ANIMALS


Rock lizard


Martian desert reptile.


PLOT


Stark's friend Camar has taken the Talisman of Ban Cruach, and wants to take it back to Kushat.  However, he has been mortally wounded, so passes it on to Stark.


Stark runs into a problem when he encounters the Riders of Merkh - a barbarian horde under the command of Lord Ciaran.  He is brought in front of the lord, who shows both intelligence and brutality, but he manages to escape and make it to Kushat.


Despite being suspicious of Stark, they do take his advice and organise the city for war. The defense holds out for some time, but it is clear the city will fall.


Stark organises some people via Thanis to fall back to the Festival Stones, as a second line of defense.  Ciaran is a strong leader and it doesn't take her long to take some men from the sacking of the city to go and put and end to this small band.  However, Stark has a plan and lays a trap.  He engineers a rockslide that cuts Ciaran off from all but a few of her men, and she is quickly captured after they are slain, and is now a hostage.


However, the Kushat exiles must go somewhere, and the draw of the talisman of Ban Cruach is strong, so they head for his old towers.


This place is strange, but also not empty.  Dwelling there are the remnants of an old, decadent golden-skinned race.  When they hear Kushat has fallen, and Ban Cruach's old promise of their safety gone, they aren't happy, but agree to arm the Kushat people with some of their advanced weaponry.


Except they don't, they aren't weapons of war.  They have decided to end their days in a frenzied game of hunting and destroying humans and each other. After using the weapons, Stark has woken naked and unarmed, and is being herded. The talisman is destroyed by Hrillin.  


Finally he finds the body of Rogain, and a sword.  Not long after he encounters Ciaran, similarly armed, and he realised Hrillin knows they are enemies, and wants them to fight for their amusement.  This pair of warriors has other plans, looking to breakout and fight their way to shutting down the mechanisms that keep the cold of the city at bay, allowing their antagonists' existence.


With the promise of power from this city gone, Stark makes a deal with Ciaran if she will take her army and leave, letting the Kushat people have their city back.


1812.


The Other People - Leigh Brackett : z year's best - 3.5 - dikty 


Dikty 03 : The Other People - Leigh Brackett


1813.


Leigh Brackett - John Hamilton : z non-fiction - 3.0 - article 


A short article in here it appears.


 The final frontier : by John Hamilton.

Edina, Minn. : ABDO Pub. Co., - The world of science fiction 
   32 pages  2007 English


Contents
   Space Opera  page 4
   E. E. Smith  page 10
   Edmond Hamilton page 12
   Leigh Brackett  page 14
   Buck Rogers  page 16
   Flash Gordon  page 18
   Star Trek  page 20
   Dune  page 22
   Star Wars  page 24
   New Space Opera page 26
   Glossary  page 30
   Web sites  page 31
   Index  page 32


http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/19540362


At Google Book Search


http://books.google.com/books?id=BZ4jHxBQD8sCprintsec=frontcovercd=1source=gbs_ViewAPI#v=onepageq=leigh%20brackettf=false


1814.


Youngstown State Oral History Program - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - 5.0 - interview 


A brilliant and wide-ranging interview:


"H: That's true. You carry these things around with you all the time. Very often, I get this far-away look and Ed will say, "You're thinking, aren't you?"
   R: Do you try on your thoughts with each other?
   H: Yes, a good bit. Our marriage almost broke up shortly
   after it began because I had an order for a novel from
   Startling Stories. It was a whole $800 and boy did
   we need it.
   E: What year was this?
   H: This was in 1947; we were married at the end of 1946. I sat down at my typewriter and wrote the opening chapters. I handed them to Ed, he read it and said, "This is great. Where do you go from here?" I said, "I haven't the foggiest idea." He said, "That is a so-and-so way to write a story." Right there, we discovered we couldn't collaborate too well. So, I went on with it. Then I said, "I think I'm getting into a little bit of trouble here." He said, "Let me read it." So he read it and he said, "Back of chapter two, put in a Dhuvian--a Dhuvian being a strange alien character--on the ship." I could have killed him. The trouble was, he was right. So I had to throw away four chapters and start over again.
   Thank you for this interview. We really feel it's been a privilege. We've enjoyed it so much.
   You're so welcome. I hope I have been helpful to you. I'm flattered that you came all this way."


"Authors:  Brackett, Leigh.
   Roderick, Juanita.
   Earnhart, Hugh G.
   Title:  Science fiction writing
   Date Issued:  1975 
   Description:  "Experiences as a Writer."
   Transcript of interview taped on October 7, 1975. Tape length 63 minutes. Tape stored in History Department."


http://hdl.handle.net/1989/803


http://digital.maag.ysu.edu:8080/jspui/bitstream/1989/803/2/OH19.pdf


1815.


Los Angeles Times - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - obituary - 3.0 


Reproduced at the site below :-


"Screenwriter Leigh Brackett, whose credits include The Big Sleep and Rio Bravo has died of cancer at Lancaster Community Hospital at the age of 60. Ms. Brackett had just finished the first draft of the Star Wars sequel script before entering the hospital several weeks ago."


http://www.gcwillick.com/Spacelight/obit/leigho.html


1816.


United Press International - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - obituary - 3.5 


Reproduced at the site below :-


"HOLLYWOOD, March 24 (UPI) - Leigh Brackett, writer of such movies as The Big Sleep and Star Wars Two, died last Saturday. She was 60 years old. 


Among the films Miss Brackett wrote were Howard Hawks's Rio Bravo, Rio Lobo, and the Robert Altman remake of The Long Goodbye, and television script s, including Terror at Northfield for Alfred Hitchcock. 


She was the widow of Edward Hamilton, and both of them wrote many science-fiction novels. Hers included the Hafling and Eric John Stark series, including The Ginger Star and The Hounds of Skaith."


http://www.gcwillick.com/Spacelight/obit/leigho.html


1817.


Eric John Stark : 5.0 - zz the ginger star - z character - series 


N'Chaka, wild man of Mercury. The Dark Man of prophecy.


1818.


Simon Ashton : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


Stark's mentor and father figure. Missing in the field.


1819.


Gelmar : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


Chief Wandsman of Skeg.


1820.


Baya : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


A Farer woman working for Gelmar.


1821.


Gerrith : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


Wise woman of Irnan, and prophet. The Sun Woman.


1822.


Yarrod : z character - supporting - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


An Irnanese leader who helps Stark.


1823.


Breca : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A warrior in Yarrow's fake Pod. Halk's shieldmate.


1824.


Halk : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


An apostate Wandsman, now with Yarrow, a warrior. Breca's shieldmate.


1825.


Mordach : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Chief Wandsman of Irnan.


1826.


Jerann : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


Irnan Council chief.


1827.


Kazimni : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


An Irnan military leader.


1828.


Old One : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Elder of Stark's boyhood tribe on Mercury.


1829.


Atril : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of Yarrow's men.  Wake's brother.


1830.


Wake : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of Yarrow's men.  Atril's brother.


1831.


Amnir : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A Komrey trader.


1832.


Hargoth : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Priest-king of the Towers.


1833.


Kintoth : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Towers fighting captain.


1834.


Slee : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An Outdweller woman.


1835.


Slaifed : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An Outdweller guide.  


1836.


Ironmaster : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - minor 


Thyran warleader.


1837.


Vasth : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


A Wandsman.


1838.


Kell a Marg : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


A leader of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. The Skaith-Daughter.


1839.


Fenn : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


One of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother.


1840.


Ferdic : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


One of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother.


1841.


Flay : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z character - minor 


The old head Northhound.


1842.


Gerd : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


A young Northhound.


1843.


Ferdias : 4.5 - zz the ginger star - z character - recurring 


One of the Lords Protector.


1844.


Pax : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


The chief habitable planet of Vega.


1845.


Pax : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


The major city of the chief habitable planet of Vega.


1846.


Twilight Belt : z place - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


Habitable zone on Mercury.


1847.


Skaith : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


A newly discovered world in the Orion Spur.


1848.


Skeg : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


The spaceport on Skaith.


1849.


Fertile Belt : z place - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


Most of the Skaith population live past here.


1850.


The Barrens : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Area of Skaith.


1851.


Worldheart : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Where lies the Citadel of the Lords Protector.


1852.


Irnan : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


A city-state of Skaith in the temperate zone.


1853.


Izvand : z place - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


A city in the Barrens.


1854.


Black Amazon of Mars - Leigh Brackett : z artwork - professional - 3.5 


Interior illustration from the Planet Stories version.


http://lh6.ggpht.com/_cNxVxKzFadA/TAcjhBTetdI/AAAAAAAACto/PW_77hH9peI/blackamazonofmarsinteriorillus.jpg


1855.


Lamp of the North : z place - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


Moon of Skaith.


1856.


Komrey : z place - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


City-state of Skaith.


1857.


Thyra : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


A Skaith city near the Witchfires.


1858.


Bleak Mountains : z place - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


A large range.


1859.


Witchfires : z place - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


Mountain range near Thyra.


1860.


Iron House : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Thyran dwelling of authority.


1861.


House of the Mother : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother dwelling of authority.


1862.


Tlavia : z place - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


Queen City of the High North before the Wandering.


1863.


Plain of Worldheart : z place - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Where the Northhounds prowl.


1864.


Galactic Union : z concept - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


A democratic federation of star-worlds flung across half the Milky Way.


1865.


Galactic Arbitrary Time : z concept - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


A standard reference for use on multiple planets.


1866.


Three Ladies : z concept - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


A constellation viewed from Skaith.


1867.


Great Migrations : z concept - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


People moving because of the changing conditions on Skaith.


1868.


Pod : z concept - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


A collection of people so thoroughly sensitized by a species of group therapy that they no longer existed as individuals but only as interdependent parts of a 
   single organism.


1869.


Total Fulfillment : z concept - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Endgame desire of Pods.


1870.


Pod-Master : z concept - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Trainer of Pods. 


1871.


Darkness, and his lady Cold, and their daughter Hunger : z concept - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


Tower deities.


1872.


Winter Dreaming : z concept - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


Towers ritual.


1873.


Dark Goddess : z concept - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


Deity worshipped by the Outdwellers.


1874.


Great Wandering : z concept - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


When more of Skaith was nomadic.


1875.


Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - article - 0.0 


An article from this publication:


Brackett, Leigh: Writer.
   Author:  Martin Quigley; Barry Monush
   Edition/Format:  Article : English
   Publication: First century of film
   Unseen.


http://www.worldcat.org/title/brackett-leigh-writer/oclc/495793767


1876.


Mars and Venus - Leigh Brackett and Jim Armstrong : z collection - audio - 0.0 


An audiobook, apparently.  I do not know the contents.


Material Type:  Fiction, Audio book, etc.
   Document Type:  Sound Recording
   All Authors : Contributors:  Leigh Brackett; Jim Armstrong
   Find more information about:
   OCLC Number:  39106910
   Notes:  Unabriged.
   Description:  11 sound cassettes (990 min.)
   Other Titles:  Nine tales from The golden age of fantasy, Mars  Venus, 9 tales from The golden age of fantasy, Golden age of fantasy
   Responsibility:  by Leigh Brackett.
   http://www.worldcat.org/title/mars-and-venus/oclc/39106910referer=brief_results


1877.


Ministry of Planetary Affairs : zz the ginger star - z organisation - 4.0 


Simon Ashton's employer on Pax.


1878.


Mercury Metals and Mining : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z organisation 


Stark's parents worked here when they were killed.


1879.


Galactic Center : zz the ginger star - z organisation - 4.0 


Based at Pax.


1880.


Lords Protector : zz the ginger star - z organisation - 4.0 


Skaith Rulers.


1881.


Wild Bands : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z organisation 


Groups of bandits.


1882.


People of the Towers : z race - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


The Thyrans say they're great magicians. The Gray Maggots.


1883.


Harsenyi : zz the ginger star - z character - recurring - 3.5 


Nomads.


1884.


Outdwellers : z race - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


Iron-clawed beastly band near Thyra.


1885.


Diviners : zz the ginger star - 3.5 - z organisation 


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother priests.


1886.


Farers : z race - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Wanderers and hedonists.


1887.


Children of the Sea-Our-Mother : z race - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Ocean dwellers that find people tasty.  A genetic hybrid experiment that is reverting.


1888.


Little Sisters of the Sun : z race - zz the ginger star - 3.0 


Desert altered humans.


1889.


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother : z race - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


White furred people, genetically modified.


1890.


Wandsmen : z race - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


The ruling class of Skaith.


1891.


People of the Barrens : z race - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


Those who live in the interior.


1892.


Irnan : z race - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


One of the migrating peoples. Have applied to emigrate off the dying planet via the Galactic Union.


1893.


Rock-lizard : z animal - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


Large reptile.


1894.


Northhounds : z animal - zz the ginger star - 4.0 


Large intelligent telepathic canines.


1895.


Snow-dragon : z animal - zz the ginger star - 3.5 


Really large winged reptile.


1896.


Love-weed : zz the ginger star - z plant - 4.0 


A plant used as an euphoric drug. 


1897.


The Robe and Crown of Fate : zz the ginger star - z technology - 4.0 


Worn by Gerrith, a veil and diadem.


1898.


Water of Vision : zz the ginger star - z technology - 4.0 


An Irnan tool of foresight.


1899.


Holy Breath of the Goddess : zz the ginger star - z technology - 4.0 


Freezing death weapon.


1900.


The Eye of the Mother : zz the ginger star - z technology - 4.0 


A large crystal and telepathic device.


1901.


Khamm : zz the ginger star - z food - 4.0 


An Irnan booze, like sweet white lightning.


1902.


The Long Wandering, The Destruction of the Red Hunters, The Coming of Strayer : zz the ginger star - 3.0 - z media 


Thyran ballads.


1903.


The Hymn of Deliverance : zz the ginger star - 3.5 - z media 


Ritual song of the Towers.


1904.


The Ginger Star - Leigh Brackett : eric john stark - 4.0 - z novel 


Novel


Number of words : 55000
   Percent of complex words : 6.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.0
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.1
   Flesch : 77.8
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.1


PEOPLE


Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, wild man of Mercury. The Dark Man of prophecy.


Simon Ashton


Stark's mentor and father figure. Missing in the field.


Gelmar


Chief Wandsman of Skeg.


Baya


A Farer woman working for Gelmar.


Gerrith


Wise woman of Irnan, and prophet. The Sun Woman.


Yarrod


An Irnanese leader who helps Stark.


Breca


A warrior in Yarrow's fake Pod. Halk's shieldmate.


Halk


An apostate Wandsman, now with Yarrow, a warrior. Breca's shieldmate.


Mordach


Chief Wandsman of Irnan.


Jerann


Irnan Council chief.


Kazimni


An Irnan military leader.


Old One


Elder of Stark's boyhood tribe on Mercury.


Atril


One of Yarrow's men.  Wake's brother.


Wake


One of Yarrow's men.  Atril's brother.


Amnir


A Komrey trader.


Hargoth


Priest-king of the Towers.


Kintoth


Towers fighting captain.


Slee


An Outdweller woman.


Slaifed


An Outdweller guide.  


Ironmaster


Leader in the Iron House.


Vasth


A Wandsman.


Kell a Marg


A leader of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. The Skaith-Daughter.


Fenn


One of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother.


Ferdic


One of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother.


Flay


The old head Northhound.


Gerd


A young Northhound.


Ferdias


One of the Lords Protector.
   PLACES


Pax


The chief habitable planet of Vega.


Pax


The major city of the chief habitable planet of Vega.


Twilight Belt


Habitable zone on Mercury.


Skaith


A newly discovered world in the Orion Spur.


Skeg


The spaceport on Skaith.


Fertile Belt


Most of the Skaith population live past here.


The Barrens


Area of Skaith.


Worldheart


Where lies the Citadel of the Lords Protector.


Irnan


A city-state of Skaith in the temperate zone.


Izvand


A city in the Barrens.


Lamp of the North


Moon of Skaith.


Komrey


City-state of Skaith.


Thyra


A Skaith city near the Witchfires.


Bleak Mountains


A large range.


Witchfires


Mountain range near Thyra.


Iron House


Thyran dwelling of authority.


House of the Mother


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother dwelling.


Tlavia


Queen City of the High North before the Wandering.


Plain of Worldheart


Where the Northhounds prowl.
   CONCEPTS


Galactic Union


A democratic federation of star-worlds flung across half the Milky Way.


Galactic Arbitrary Time


A standard reference for use on multiple planets.


Three Ladies


A constellation viewed from Skaith.


Great Migrations


People moving because of the changing conditions on Skaith.


Pod


A collection of people so thoroughly sensitized by a species of group therapy that they no longer existed as individuals but only as interdependent parts of a 
   single organism.


Total Fulfillment


Endgame desire of Pods.


Pod-Master


Trainer of Pods. 


Darkness, and his lady Cold, and their daughter Hunger


Tower deities.


Winter Dreaming


Towers ritual.


Dark Goddess


Deity worshipped by the Outdwellers.


Great Wandering


When more of Skaith was nomadic.


ORGANISATIONS


Ministry of Planetary Affairs


Simon Ashton's employer on Pax.


Mercury Metals and Mining


Stark's parents worked here when they were killed.


Galactic Center


Based at Pax.


Lords Protector


Skaith Rulers.


Wild Bands


Groups of bandits.


Diviners


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother priests.


Earth Police Control


Ashton's old employer when he found Stark as a boy.


RACES


Harsenyi


Nomads.


Outdwellers


Iron-clawed beastly band near Thyra.


People of the Towers


The Thyrans say they're great magicians. The Gray Maggots.


Farers


Wanderers and hedonists.


Children of the Sea-Our-Mother


Ocean dwellers that find people tasty.  A genetic hybrid experiment that is reverting.


Little Sisters of the Sun


Desert altered humans.


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother


White furred people, genetically modified.


Wandsmen


The ruling class of Skaith.


People of the Barrens


Those who live in the interior.


Irnan


One of the migrating peoples. Have applied to emigrate off the dying planet via the Galactic Union.
   ANIMALS
   Rock-lizard


Large reptile.


Northhounds


Large intelligent telepathic canines.


Snow-dragon


Really large winged reptile.
   PLANTS


Love-weed


A plant used as an euphoric drug. 
   TECHNOLOGY


The Robe and Crown of Fate


Worn by Gerrith, a veil and diadem.


Water of Vision


An Irnan tool of foresight.


Holy Breath of the Goddess


Freezing death weapon.


The Eye of the Mother


A large crystal and telepathic device.
   FOOD


Khamm


An Irnan booze, like sweet white lightning.
   MEDIA


The Long Wandering, The Destruction of the Red Hunters, The Coming of Strayer


Thyran ballads.


The Hymn of Deliverance


Ritual song of the Towers.


Eric John Stark discovers that his mentor Simon Ashton has gone missing while ona field assignment for his his employers in the Galactic Union.


His investigations take him to the newly discovered and primitive planet Skaith, an exotic place currently rife with conflict, because the sun is dying, making life harder and harder all the time.


Here, a minority class in the Wandsmen rule the rest of the planet, but rebellion is in the offing, as people in the inner areas want to migrate and take the past offer of being shipped off a planet that is no longer livable.  Conservative feudal rulers dont like their labor base just leaving, of course.


Further, there is a prophecy that matches Stark's arrival, that of the Dark Man. This religious symbolism is an aid to the cause and morale of the rebels. The hereditary prophetess Gerrith becomes an ally through all the treachery and betrayal and violence, including parts of the the civil war, that Stark has to endure to find his mentor at the Citadel of the Lords Protector, on the plain of Worldheart where the telepathic Northhounds roam.


1905.


Eric John Stark : 5.0 - z character - series - zz the hounds of skaith 


N'Chaka, wild man of Mercury. The Dark Man of prophecy.


1906.


Simon Ashton : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Stark's mentor and father figure. Reunited after finding him on Skaith.


1907.


Gelmar : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Chief Wandsman of Skeg.


1908.


Baya : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


A Farer woman working for Gelmar.


1909.


Gerrith : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Wise woman of Irnan, and prophet.


1910.


Yarrod : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


An Irnanese leader and martyr.


1911.


Breca : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


Halk's shieldmate, slain in battle.


1912.


Halk : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


An apostate Wandsman, now with Yarrow, a warrior. Breca's shieldmate.


1913.


Mordach : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Chief Wandsman of Irnan.


1914.


Jerann : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Irnan Council chief.


1915.


Kazimni : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


An Irnan military leader.


1916.


Amnir : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


A Komrey trader, that died in conflict with Stark.


1917.


Hargoth : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Priest-king of the Towers.


1918.


Vasth : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


A Wandsman.


1919.


Kell a Marg : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


A leader of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. The Skaith-Daughter.


1920.


Fenn : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


One of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. A courtier.


1921.


Ferdic : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


One of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. A courtier.


1922.


Flay : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


The old Northhound king-dog.


1923.


Gerd : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


The leader of the Northhounds with Stark.


1924.


Ferdias : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


One of the Lords Protector.


1925.


Yetko : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


An Harsenyi.


1926.


Ekmal : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


An Ochar chief.


1927.


Jofr : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Ekmal's son.


1928.


Ildann : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Hearth-Keeper of the Hann.


1929.


Romek : z character - supporting - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Keeper of the Hearth of Ochar.


1930.


Klatlekt : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Hairless, horny, four-armed and tentacled doorkeeper of the Fallarin.


1931.


Alderyk : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


King of the Fallarin.


1932.


Houndmaster : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


Keeper of the Northhounds at Yurunna.


1933.


Mika : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


The Houndmaster's favorite bitch.


1934.


Grith : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


One of Stark's Northhounds.


1935.


Tuchvar : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


From Tregad, an apprentice houndmaster.


1936.


Varik : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


A Farer boy.


1937.


Pedrallon : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


A red Wandsman Coordinator, disgraced for being pro-migration.


1938.


Sabak : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Ildann's son.


1939.


Clain : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


A red Wandsman.


1940.


Delvor : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Warlord of Tregad.


1941.


Welnic : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z character - minor 


Red Wandsman of Tregad.


1942.


Sanghalain : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Ruler of Iubar, in the White South.


1943.


Morn : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


Comrade of Sanghalain, has the mind-touch.


1944.


Jal Bartha : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


A Wandsman.


1945.


Llandric : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


A Wandsman of Pedrallon's.


1946.


Penkawr-Che : 4.5 - z character - recurring - zz the hounds of skaith 


A ship captain.


1947.


Pax : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


The chief habitable planet of Vega.


1948.


Pax : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


The major city of the chief habitable planet of Vega.


1949.


Twilight Belt : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Habitable zone on Mercury.


1950.


Skaith : z place - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A newly discovered world in the Orion Spur.


1951.


Skeg : z place - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


The spaceport on Skaith.


1952.


Fertile Belt : z place - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Most of the Skaith population live past here.


1953.


The Barrens : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Area of Skaith interior.


1954.


Worldheart : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Where lies the Citadel of the Lords Protector.


1955.


Irnan : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


A city-state of Skaith in the temperate zone.


1956.


Izvand : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


A city in the Barrens.


1957.


Komrey : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


City-state of Skaith.


1958.


Bleak Mountains : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


A large range.


1959.


Witchfires : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Mountain range near Thyra.


1960.


House of the Mother : z place - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother dwelling.


1961.


The Citadel : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Dwelling of the Lords Protector. Now a smoking ruin.


1962.


Yurunna : z place - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A strong city.  Where the Yur are bred, and other mutations.


1963.


Orion Spur : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Largely unexplored area of the galaxy.


1964.


Ged Darod : z place - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


City of the Wandsmen.


1965.


Hearth of Hann : z place - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Where the Hann live.


1966.


Ennaker : z place - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Skaith name for a Star also called Fregor by those that live on its third world, and Chunt.


1967.


The Place of Winds : z place - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Where the Fallarin live.


1968.


Tears of Lek : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


A lake.


1969.


Tregad : z place - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A city-state, east of Irnan and north of Ged Darod.


1970.


Greath Sea of Skaith : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


An ocean to the south.


1971.


Iubar : z place - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


A City-state.


1972.


Galactic Union : z concept - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A democratic federation of star-worlds flung across half the Milky Way.


1973.


Three Ladies : z concept - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


A constellation viewed from Skaith.


1974.


Great Migrations : z concept - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


People moving because of the changing conditions on Skaith.


1975.


Dark Goddess : z concept - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Deity worshipped by the Outdwellers.


1976.


Great Wandering : z concept - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


When more of Skaith was nomadic.


1977.


Strayer : z concept - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


A god with a hammer.


1978.


Skaith-Mother, Sea-Mother, Sky-Father : z concept - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Skaith deities.


1979.


Ministry of Planetary Affairs : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the hounds of skaith 


Simon Ashton's employer on Pax.


1980.


Mercury Metals and Mining : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the hounds of skaith 


Stark's parents worked here when they were killed.


1981.


Galactic Center : 3.5 - z organisation - zz the hounds of skaith 


Based at Pax.


1982.


Lords Protector : z organisation - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Skaith Rulers.  Heads of the Wandsmen.


1983.


Wild Bands : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the hounds of skaith 


Groups of bandits.


1984.


Diviners : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the hounds of skaith 


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother priests.


1985.


Earth Police Control : 3.0 - z organisation - zz the hounds of skaith 


Ashton's old employer when he found Stark as a boy.


1986.


Lesser Hearths of the Seven Hearths of Kheb : z organisation - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A suffering group of lesser tribes.


1987.


Harsenyi : z race - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Nomads.


1988.


Farers : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Wanderers and hedonists.


1989.


Children of the Sea-Our-Mother : z race - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Ocean dwellers that find people tasty.  A genetic hybrid experiment that is reverting.


1990.


Little Sisters of the Sun : z race - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


Desert altered humans.


1991.


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


White furred people, genetically modified.


1992.


Wandsmen : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


The ruling class of Skaith.


1993.


Irnan : z race - 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith 


One of the migrating peoples. Have applied to emigrate off the dying planet via the Galactic Union.


1994.


The Ochar : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A powerful tribe. The First-Come.


1995.


Yur : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


The Well-Created. Strangely modified beings.


1996.


The Fallarin : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A winged people created through mutation. Flightless, but psychokinetic.


1997.


Hann : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


1998.


Marag : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


1999.


Kref : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2000.


Thuran : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2001.


Qard : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2002.


Thorn : z race - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2003.


Northhounds : z animal - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Large intelligent telepathic canines.


2004.


Runners : z animal - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Monsters that prey on people in the desert storms, very strong.


2005.


Swiftwing : z animal - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Sky-piercer. Wind-rider. Lightning-brother. A bird of war.


2006.


Tarf : z animal - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Servants of the Fallarin.


2007.


Water of Vision : z technology - 3.5 - zz the hounds of skaith 


An Irnan tool of foresight.


2008.


Hymn of Life : 3.0 - zz the hounds of skaith - z media 


Song of the Little Sisters of the Sun.


2009.


Planet hopper : z vehicle - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Small transport craft from a spaceship used for in atmosphere travel.


2010.


Arkeshti : z vehicle - zz the hounds of skaith - 4.0 


Penkawr-Che's ship.


2011.


The Hounds of Skaith - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - eric john stark - z novel 


Novel


Number of words : 60000
   Percent of complex words : 6.7
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.7
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.4
   Flesch : 77.8
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.3


PEOPLE
   Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, wild man of Mercury. The Dark Man of prophecy.


Simon Ashton


Stark's mentor and father figure. Reunited after finding him on Skaith.


Gelmar


Chief Wandsman of Skeg.


Baya


A Farer woman working for Gelmar.


Gerrith


Wise woman of Irnan, and prophet.


Yarrod


An Irnanese leader and martyr.


Breca


Halk's shieldmate, slain in battle.


Halk


An apostate Wandsman, now with Yarrow, a warrior. Breca's shieldmate.


Mordach


Chief Wandsman of Irnan.


Jerann


Irnan Council chief.


Kazimni


An Irnan military leader.


Amnir


A Komrey trader, that died in conflict with Stark.


Hargoth


Priest-king of the Towers.


Vasth


A Wandsman.


Kell a Marg


A leader of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. The Skaith-Daughter.


Fenn


One of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. A courtier.


Ferdic


One of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. A courtier.


Flay


The old Northhound king-dog.


Gerd


The leader of the Northhounds with Stark.


Ferdias


One of the Lords Protector.


Yetko


An Harsenyi.


Ekmal


An Ochar chief.


Jofr


Ekmal's son.


Ildann


Hearth-Keeper of the Hann.


Romek


Keeper of the Hearth of Ochar.


Klatlekt


Hairless, horny, four-armed and tentacled doorkeeper of the Fallarin.


Alderyk


King of the Fallarin.


Houndmaster


Keeper of the Northhounds at Yurunna.


Mika


The Houndmaster's favorite bitch.


Grith


One of Stark's Northhounds.


Tuchvar


From Tregad, an apprentice houndmaster.


Varik


A Farer boy.


Pedrallon


A red Wandsman Coordinator, disgraced for being pro-migration.


Sabak


Ildann's son.


Clain


A red Wandsman.


Delvor


Warlord of Tregad.


Welnic


Red Wandsman of Tregad.


Sanghalain


Ruler of Iubar, in the White South.


Morn


Comrade of Sanghalain, has the mind-touch.


Jal Bartha


A Wandsman.


Llandric


A Wandsman of Pedrallon's.


Penkawr-Che


A ship captain.


PLACES


Pax


The chief habitable planet of Vega.


Pax


The major city of the chief habitable planet of Vega.


Twilight Belt


Habitable zone on Mercury.


Skaith


A newly discovered world in the Orion Spur.


Skeg


The spaceport on Skaith.


Fertile Belt


Most of the Skaith population live past here.


The Barrens


Area of Skaith interior.


Worldheart


Where lies the Citadel of the Lords Protector.


Irnan


A city-state of Skaith in the temperate zone.


Izvand


A city in the Barrens.


Komrey


City-state of Skaith.


Bleak Mountains


A large range.


Witchfires


Mountain range near Thyra.


House of the Mother


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother dwelling.


The Citadel


Dwelling of the Lords Protector. Now a smoking ruin.


Yurunna


A strong city.  Where the Yur are bred, and other mutations.


Orion Spur


Largely unexplored area of the galaxy.


Ged Darod


City of the Wandsmen.


Hearth of Hann


Where the Hann live.


Ennaker


Skaith name for a Star also called Fregor by those that live on its third world, and Chunt.


The Place of Winds


Where the Fallarin live.


Tears of Lek


A lake.


Tregad


A city-state, east of Irnan and north of Ged Darod.


Greath Sea of Skaith


An ocean to the south.


Iubar


A City-state.
   CONCEPTS


Galactic Union


A democratic federation of star-worlds flung across half the Milky Way.


Three Ladies


A constellation viewed from Skaith.


Great Migrations


People moving because of the changing conditions on Skaith.


Dark Goddess


Deity worshipped by the Outdwellers.


Great Wandering


When more of Skaith was nomadic.


Strayer


A god with a hammer.


Skaith-Mother, Sea-Mother, Sky-Father


Skaith deities.


ORGANISATIONS


Ministry of Planetary Affairs


Simon Ashton's employer on Pax.


Mercury Metals and Mining


Stark's parents worked here when they were killed.


Galactic Center


Based at Pax.


Lords Protector


Skaith Rulers.  Heads of the Wandsmen.


Wild Bands


Groups of bandits.


Diviners


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother priests.


Earth Police Control


Ashton's old employer when he found Stark as a boy.


Lesser Hearths of the Seven Hearths of Kheb


A suffering group of lesser tribes.


RACES


Harsenyi


Nomads.


Farers


Wanderers and hedonists.


Children of the Sea-Our-Mother


Ocean dwellers that find people tasty.  A genetic hybrid experiment that is reverting.


Little Sisters of the Sun


Desert altered humans.


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother


White furred people, genetically modified.


Wandsmen


The ruling class of Skaith.


Irnan


One of the migrating peoples. Have applied to emigrate off the dying planet via the Galactic Union.


The Ochar


A powerful tribe. The First-Come.


Yur


The Well-Created. Strangely modified beings.


The Fallarin


A winged people created through mutation. Flightless, but psychokinetic.


Hann


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Marag


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Kref


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Thuran


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Qard


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Thorn


A Lesser Hearth tribe.
   ANIMALS


Northhounds


Large intelligent telepathic canines.


Runners


Monsters that prey on people in the desert storms, very strong.


Swiftwing


Sky-piercer. Wind-rider. Lightning-brother. A bird of war.


Tarf


Servants of the Fallarin.


TECHNOLOGY
   Water of Vision


An Irnan tool of foresight.
   MEDIA


Hymn of Life


Song of the Little Sisters of the Sun.
   VEHICLES


Planet hopper


Small transport craft from a spaceship used for in atmosphere travel.


Arkeshti


Penkawr-Che's ship.
   The second part of the Skaith trilogy follow directly from the first.  Stark has turned the Citadel of the Lords Protector into a flaming ruin, and now leads a pack of Northounds - the most powerful creatures on the planet.  With Ashton at this side this allows him to attempt to put together more forces and alliances that can oppose the Wandsmen and their feudal grasp on power.


He travels to other places than in the first, to the tribes of the Lesser Hearths, and the Fallarin, and uses some lateral thrinking to help the former take down the Ochar, who work for the Wandsmen.


With new allies, he also has to break the hold the centre for mutation Yurunna has.


Finally, he needs to get Ashton off planet, with some envoys, to try and get some high tech aide via politics, in case things turn ugly back on Skaith, where he has decided to stay.


2012.


Eric John Stark : zz the reavers of skaith - 5.0 - z character - series 


N'Chaka, wild man of Mercury. The Dark Man of prophecy.


2013.


Simon Ashton : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Stark's mentor and father figure. Reunited after finding him on Skaith, and now Stark's counsel.


2014.


Gelmar : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Chief Wandsman of Skeg.


2015.


Baya : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


A Farer woman working for Gelmar. Hates Stark deeply.


2016.


Gerrith : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Wise woman of Irnan, and prophet.


2017.


Yarrod : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An Irnanese leader and martyr. Now a rallying cry for his people in battle.


2018.


Breca : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Halk's shieldmate, slain in battle.


2019.


Halk : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


An apostate Wandsman, now with Yarrow, a warrior. Breca's shieldmate.


2020.


Mordach : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Chief Wandsman of Irnan.


2021.


Kazimni : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


An Irnan military leader.


2022.


Hargoth : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Priest-king of the Towers.  The Corn King.


2023.


Kell a Marg : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


A leader of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. The Skaith-Daughter.


2024.


Gerd : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


The leader of the Northhounds with Stark.


2025.


Ferdias : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


One of the Lords Protector.


2026.


Klatlekt : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Hairless, horny, four-armed and tentacled doorkeeper of the Fallarin.


2027.


Alderyk : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


King of the Fallarin.


2028.


Houndmaster : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Keeper of the Northhounds at Yurunna.


2029.


Grith : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


One of Stark's Northhounds.


2030.


Tuchvar : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


From Tregad, an apprentice houndmaster.


2031.


Pedrallon : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


A red Wandsman Coordinator, disgraced for being pro-migration. In captivity and despair.


2032.


Sabak : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Ildann's son.


2033.


Delvor : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Warlord of Tregad.


2034.


Sanghalain : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Ruler of Iubar, in the White South.


2035.


Morn : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Comrade of Sanghalain, has the mind-touch.


2036.


Jal Bartha : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


A Wandsman.


2037.


Llandric : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


A Wandsman of Pedrallon's.


2038.


Penkawr-Che : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


A raider ship captain. An Antarean.


2039.


Gorrel : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of the Lords Protector.  Dying.


2040.


Cethlin : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


The Bridegroom.


2041.


Ceidrin : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Cethlin's brother.


2042.


Ironmaster : 4.5 - zz the reavers of skaith - z character - recurring 


Thyran warleader.


2043.


Vaybars : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Fallarin friend of Alderyk.


2044.


Delbane : z character - supporting - zz the reavers of skaith - 3.5 


Oldest of the Kings of the White Islands.


2045.


Aud : z character - supporting - zz the reavers of skaith - 3.5 


Youngest of the Kings of the White Islands.


2046.


Wendor : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


An Irnan man.


2047.


Pax : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


The chief habitable planet of Vega.


2048.


Skaith : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


A newly discovered world in the Orion Spur, with a dying sun.


2049.


Skeg : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


The spaceport on Skaith.


2050.


Fertile Belt : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


Most of the Skaith population live past here.


2051.


The Barrens : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


Area of Skaith interior.


2052.


Worldheart : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


Where lies the Citadel of the Lords Protector.


2053.


Irnan : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


A city-state of Skaith in the temperate zone.


2054.


Izvand : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


A city in the Barrens.


2055.


Bleak Mountains : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


A large range.


2056.


Witchfires : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


Mountain range near Thyra.


2057.


House of the Mother : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother dwelling.


2058.


The Citadel : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Dwelling of the Lords Protector. Now a smoking ruin.


2059.


Yurunna : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z character - minor 


A strong city.  Where the Yur are bred, and other mutations.


2060.


Ged Darod : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


City of the Wandsmen.


2061.


The Place of Winds : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


Where the Fallarin live.


2062.


Tregad : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


A city-state, east of Irnan and north of Ged Darod.


2063.


Iubar : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


A City-state.


2064.


Sol One : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


Mercury.


2065.


Andapell : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


Pedrallon's city.


2066.


Plain of Worldheart : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


Where Penkawr-Che held Stark captive.


2067.


Leaning Man : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


A rock formation.


2068.


Thermal Pits : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


Near the Witchfires.


2069.


House of Winter : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


Nithi ritual dwelling.


2070.


Thyra : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


Skaith city-state.


2071.


Cereleng : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


Chief seaport and capital of Andapell.


2072.


Hall of Joyful Rest : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


Inside the Children of Skaith's House.


2073.


Sea of Skorva : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.5 


Where the Izvand live. Froze early.


2074.


Palace of the Twelve : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


Seat of authority in Ged Darod.


2075.


Shallafonh : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


City of the Ssussminh.


2076.


Holy Isle : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


Of the White Islanders, a giant iceberg.


2077.


Sun Temple : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


In Ged Darod.


2078.


Temple of the Dark Goddess : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


In Ged Darod.


2079.


Hercules Cluster : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 3.0 


Site of a ship battle between the Union and Penkawr-Che's raiders.


2080.


Galactic Union : zz the reavers of skaith - z concept - 4.0 


A democratic federation of star-worlds flung across half the Milky Way.


2081.


Three Ladies : zz the reavers of skaith - z concept - 4.0 


A constellation viewed from Skaith.


2082.


Strayer : zz the reavers of skaith - z concept - 3.5 


A god with a hammer.


2083.


Flying Dutchman : zz the reavers of skaith - z concept - 3.0 


A mythical ghost ship.


2084.


Second Wandering : zz the reavers of skaith - z place - 4.0 


Current upheaval on Skaith.


2085.


The Trinity : zz the reavers of skaith - z concept - 3.0 


My lady Cold and her lord Darkness, and their daughter Hunger.


2086.


Universal : zz the reavers of skaith - z concept - 3.5 


Galactic common language.


2087.


Ministry of Planetary Affairs : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z organisation 


Simon Ashton's employer on Pax.


2088.


Galactic Center : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z organisation 


Based at Pax.


2089.


Lords Protector : zz the reavers of skaith - z organisation - 4.0 


Skaith Rulers.  Heads of the Wandsmen.


2090.


Wild Bands : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z organisation 


Groups of bandits.


2091.


Diviners : zz the reavers of skaith - z organisation - 4.0 


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother priests.


2092.


Lesser Hearths of the Seven Hearths of Kheb : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z organisation 


A suffering group of lesser tribes.


2093.


Guild of Masons : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.0 - z organisation 


Children of Skaith builders.


2094.


Four Kings : zz the reavers of skaith - z organisation - 4.0 


Rulers of the White Islands.


2095.


Harsenyi : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.0 


Nomads.


2096.


Farers : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 4.0 


Wanderers and hedonists.


2097.


Children of the Sea-Our-Mother : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 4.0 


Ocean dwellers that find people tasty.  A genetic hybrid experiment
   that is reverting.


2098.


Little Sisters of the Sun : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.5 


Desert altered humans.


2099.


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 4.0 


White furred people, genetically modified.


2100.


Wandsmen : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 4.0 


The ruling class of Skaith.


2101.


Irnan : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.5 


One of the migrating peoples. Have applied to emigrate off the dying
   planet via the Galactic Union.


2102.


The Ochar : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.0 


A once powerful tribe. The First-Come.


2103.


The Fallarin : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 4.0 


A winged people created through mutation. Flightless, but psychokinetic.


2104.


Hann : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2105.


Marag : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2106.


Kref : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2107.


Thuran : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2108.


Qard : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2109.


Thorn : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.0 


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


2110.


The Nithi : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 4.0 


A tribe of goddess worshippers.


2111.


People of the Towers : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.5 


Hargoth's sorcerer-priests.


2112.


Ssussminh : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 3.5 


Morn's telepathic people.


2113.


People of the White Islands : zz the reavers of skaith - z race - 4.0 


Desperate and very martial tribe.


2114.


Northhounds : z animal - zz the reavers of skaith - 4.0 


Large intelligent telepathic canines.


2115.


Tarf : z animal - zz the reavers of skaith - 4.0 


Servants of the Fallarin.


2116.


Hymn of Life : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.5 - z media 


Song of the Little Sisters of the Sun.


2117.


Hymn of Deliverance : zz the reavers of skaith - 3.5 - z media 


Song of the People of the Towers.


2118.


Planet hopper : zz the reavers of skaith - z vehicle - 4.0 


Small transport craft from a spaceship used for in-atmosphere travel.


2119.


Arkeshti : zz the reavers of skaith - z vehicle - 4.0 


Penkawr-Che's ship.


2120.


Water of Vision : zz the reavers of skaith - z technology - 4.0 


An Irnan tool of foresight.


2121.


Tlun : zz the reavers of skaith - z technology - 3.5 


A mind-expanding drug.


2122.


Robe and the Crown : zz the reavers of skaith - z technology - 3.0 


Destroyed Irnan tool of Gerrith's.


2123.


The finger-bones of the Spring Child : zz the reavers of skaith - z technology - 4.0 


People of the Towers divination device.


2124.


The Reavers of Skaith - Leigh Brackett : eric john stark - 4.0 - z novel 


Novel


Number of words : 60000
   Percent of complex words : 6.9
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 12.7
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.8
   Flesch : 75.7
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.9


PEOPLE
   Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, wild man of Mercury. The Dark Man of prophecy.


Simon Ashton


Stark's mentor and father figure. Reunited after finding him on Skaith, and now Stark's counsel.


Gelmar


Chief Wandsman of Skeg.


Baya


A Farer woman working for Gelmar. Hates Stark deeply.


Gerrith


Wise woman of Irnan, and prophet.


Yarrod


An Irnanese leader and martyr. Now a rallying cry for his people in battle.


Breca


Halk's shieldmate, slain in battle.


Halk


An apostate Wandsman, now with Yarrow, a warrior. Breca's shieldmate.


Mordach


Chief Wandsman of Irnan.


Kazimni


An Irnan military leader.


Hargoth


Priest-king of the Towers.  The Corn King.


Kell a Marg


A leader of the Children of Skaith-Our-Mother. The Skaith-Daughter.


Gerd


The leader of the Northhounds with Stark.


Ferdias


One of the Lords Protector.


Klatlekt


Hairless, horny, four-armed and tentacled doorkeeper of the Fallarin.


Alderyk


King of the Fallarin.


Houndmaster


Keeper of the Northhounds at Yurunna.


Grith


One of Stark's Northhounds.


Tuchvar


From Tregad, an apprentice houndmaster.


Pedrallon


A red Wandsman Coordinator, disgraced for being pro-migration. In captivity and despair.


Sabak


Ildann's son.


Delvor


Warlord of Tregad.


Sanghalain


Ruler of Iubar, in the White South.


Morn


Comrade of Sanghalain, has the mind-touch.


Jal Bartha


A Wandsman.


Llandric


A Wandsman of Pedrallon's.


Penkawr-Che


A raider ship captain. An Antarean.


Gorrel


One of the Lords Protector.  Dying.


Norverann


Priestess of the Nithi.


Cethlin


The Bridegroom.


Ceidrin


Cethlin's brother.


Ironmaster


Thyran warleader.


Vaybars


Fallarin friend of Alderyk.


Delbane


Oldest of the Kings of the White Islands.


Aud


Youngest of the Kings of the White Islands.


Wendor


An Irnan man.
   PLACES


Pax


The chief habitable planet of Vega.


Skaith


A newly discovered world in the Orion Spur, with a dying sun.


Skeg


The spaceport on Skaith.


Fertile Belt


Most of the Skaith population live past here.


The Barrens


Area of Skaith interior.


Worldheart


Where lies the Citadel of the Lords Protector.


Irnan


A city-state of Skaith in the temperate zone.


Izvand


A city in the Barrens.


Bleak Mountains


A large range.


Witchfires


Mountain range near Thyra.


House of the Mother


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother dwelling.


The Citadel


Dwelling of the Lords Protector. Now a smoking ruin.


Yurunna


A strong city.  Where the Yur are bred, and other mutations.


Ged Darod


City of the Wandsmen.


The Place of Winds


Where the Fallarin live.


Tregad


A city-state, east of Irnan and north of Ged Darod.


Iubar


A City-state.


Sol One


Mercury.


Andapell


Pedrallon's city.


Plain of Worldheart


Where Penkawr-Che held Stark captive.


Leaning Man


A rock formation.


Thermal Pits


Near the Witchfires.


House of Winter


Nithi ritual dwelling.


Thyra


Skaith city-state.


Cereleng


Chief seaport and capital of Andapell.


Hall of Joyful Rest


Inside the Children of Skaith's House.


Sea of Skorva


Where the Izvand live. Froze early.


Palace of the Twelve


Seat of authority in Ged Darod.


Shallafonh


City of the Ssussminh.


Holy Isle


Of the White Islanders, a giant iceberg.


Sun Temple


In Ged Darod.


Temple of the Dark Goddess


In Ged Darod.


Hercules Cluster


Site of a ship battle between the Union and Penkawr-Che's raiders.


CONCEPTS


Galactic Union


A democratic federation of star-worlds flung across half the Milky Way.


Three Ladies


A constellation viewed from Skaith.


Strayer


A god with a hammer.


Flying Dutchman


A mythical ghost ship.


Second Wandering


Current upheaval on Skaith.


The Trinity


My lady Cold and her lord Darkness, and their daughter Hunger.


Universal


Galactic common language.
   ORGANISATIONS


Ministry of Planetary Affairs


Simon Ashton's employer on Pax.


Galactic Center


Based at Pax.


Lords Protector


Skaith Rulers.  Heads of the Wandsmen.


Wild Bands


Groups of bandits.


Diviners


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother priests.


Lesser Hearths of the Seven Hearths of Kheb


A suffering group of lesser tribes.


Guild of Masons


Children of Skaith builders.


Four Kings


Rulers of the White Islands.


RACES


Harsenyi


Nomads.


Farers


Wanderers and hedonists.


Children of the Sea-Our-Mother


Ocean dwellers that find people tasty.  A genetic hybrid experiment that is reverting.


Little Sisters of the Sun


Desert altered humans.


Children of Skaith-Our-Mother


White furred people, genetically modified.


Wandsmen


The ruling class of Skaith.


Irnan


One of the migrating peoples. Have applied to emigrate off the dying planet via the Galactic Union.


The Ochar


A once powerful tribe. The First-Come.


The Fallarin


A winged people created through mutation. Flightless, but psychokinetic.


Hann


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Marag


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Kref


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Thuran


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Qard


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


Thorn


A Lesser Hearth tribe.


The Nithi


A tribe of goddess worshippers.


People of the Towers


Hargoth's sorcerer-priests.


Ssussminh


Morn's telepathic people.


People of the White Islands


Desperate and very martial tribe.
   ANIMALS


Northhounds


Large intelligent telepathic canines.


Tarf


Servants of the Fallarin.


TECHNOLOGY
   Water of Vision


An Irnan tool of foresight.


Tlun


A mind-expanding drug.


Robe and the Crown


Destroyed Irnan tool of Gerrith's.


The finger-bones of the Spring Child


People of the Towers divination device.
   MEDIA


Hymn of Life


Song of the Little Sisters of the Sun.


Hymn of Deliverance


Song of the People of the Towers.
   VEHICLES


Planet hopper


Small transport craft from a spaceship used for in-atmosphere travel.


Arkeshti


Penkawr-Che's ship.
   The book starts with a betrayal, that of the raider Penkawr-Che's. Rather than ferry Ashton to the Galactic Union, he has sold him and Stark both into captivity.  So yet again Stark has to try and escape and build alliances that can hold together the cities he has taken for the rebels and others.


This time, as the title suggests, he leads his band of followers by sea, to Pedrallon's home and the white islands.


Meanwhile, all is converging on Ged Daron as the planet cools, and crops fail.
   Gerrith's final sacrifice gives a boost to the pro-migration force when they need it, and Stark still commands the Northhounds left alive.  He has to take the city of the Wandsmen fast, before all the technology that can communicate with the starships leaving the spaceport is destroyed, leaving them all doomed.


2125.


Eric John Stark : zz stark and the star kings - 5.0 - z character - series 


N'Chaka, Man-Without-a-Tribe.


2126.


Aarl : z character - major - zz stark and the star kings - 4.0 


Lord of the Third Bend.  The Lord of the Abyss. Martian wizard.


2127.


Shorr Khan : z character - major - zz stark and the star kings - 4.0 


King of Aldeshar in the Marches.


2128.


Song Durr : z character - supporting - zz stark and the star kings - 3.5 


A dodgy bloke on Aldeshar.


2129.


Flane Fell : z character - supporting - zz stark and the star kings - 3.5 


King of Tranett.


2130.


Kan Martan : zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 - z character - minor 


One of the Lords of the Marches.


2131.


Narin Har : zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Chief of the joint scientific mission against the new creature.


2132.


Jhal Arn : zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 - z character - minor 


Ruler of the Mid-Galactic Empire.


2133.


Helix : zz stark and the star kings - z technology - 4.0 


Amplifies Aarl's mental powers.


2134.


FTL drive : zz stark and the star kings - z technology - 3.0 


Allows travel at greater than the speed of light.


2135.


Antimatter : zz stark and the star kings - z technology - 4.0 


Possible useful for destroying young giant godlike space entities.


2136.


Great Rift Valley : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


On Mars.


2137.


Sinharat : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


Ancient Martian city.


2138.


Algol : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star.


2139.


Beteleguse : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star.


2140.


Marches of Outer Space : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 4.0 


Holds a number of the smaller star-kingdoms.


2141.


Aldeshar : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 4.0 


A star in the Marches.


2142.


Altoh : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 4.0 


Throne world of Aldeshar.


2143.


Donalyr : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 4.0 


Capital of Altoh.


2144.


Strior : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A planet.


2145.


Naroten : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A planet.


2146.


Dendrid's Veil : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 4.0 


A dark nebula.


2147.


Tranett : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A sun.


2148.


Maktoo : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A sun.


2149.


The Twins of Keldar : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


Suns.


2150.


Ceidri : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 4.0 


The farthest inhabited world known. 


2151.


Vega : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system. Has a great computer.


2152.


Rigel : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system. Has a great computer.


2153.


Fomalhaut : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system. Has a great computer.


2154.


Deneb : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2155.


Altair : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2156.


Antares : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2157.


Lyra : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2158.


Cygnus : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2159.


Cassiopeia : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2160.


Lepus : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2161.


Corvus : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2162.


Orion : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


A star-system.


2163.


Kesh : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


Martian drylands area.


2164.


Shun : z place - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


Martian drylands area.


2165.


Ramas : zz stark and the star kings - z race - 3.0 


Nearly-immortal Martians with whom Stark had once done battle in the dead city of Sinharat.


2166.


Ceidrins : zz stark and the star kings - z race - 4.0 


People of Ceidri.  Small, dark and furry.


2167.


Creature : zz stark and the star kings - z race - 4.0 


A new being. A giant space entity of enormous power.


2168.


Dendrid : z concept - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


The Goddess of Death.


2169.


Galactic Arbitrary Time : z concept - zz stark and the star kings - 3.0 


Used to co-ordinate across multiple planets.


2170.


Hover-cars : zz stark and the star kings - z vehicle - 3.5 


Flying personal transport.


2171.


Phantom scout : zz stark and the star kings - z vehicle - 3.0 


A fast ship.


2172.


Star Kings : zz stark and the star kings - z organisation - 4.0 


Men who rule a future universe.


2173.


Lords of the Marches : zz stark and the star kings - z organisation - 4.0 


Rulers of the Marches region of space.


2174.


Barons of Hercules : zz stark and the star kings - 3.5 - z organisation 


Rulers of the Hercules cluster. 


2175.


Stark and the Star Kings - Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton : eric john stark - 3.5 - z novelette 


Novelette


Number of words : 11800
   Percent of complex words : 8.3
   Average syllables per word : 1.4
   Average words per sentence : 11.4
   READABILITY INDICES


Fog : 7.9
   Flesch : 75.6
   Flesch-Kincaid : 5.5


PEOPLE


Eric John Stark


N'Chaka, Man-Without-a-Tribe.


Aarl


Lord of the Third Bend.  The Lord of the Abyss. Martian wizard.


Shorr Khan


King of Aldeshar in the Marches.


Song Durr


A dodgy bloke on Aldeshar.


Flane Fell


King of Tranett.


Kan Martan


One of the Lords of the Marches.


Narin Har


Chief of the joint scientific mission against the new creature.


Jhal Arn


Ruler of the Mid-Galactic Empire.
   PLACES


Great Rift Valley


On Mars.


Sinharat


Ancient Martian city.


Algol


A star.


Beteleguse


A star.


Marches of Outer Space


Holds a number of the smaller star-kingdoms.


Aldeshar


A star in the Marches.


Altoh


Throne world of Aldeshar.


Donalyr


Capital of Altoh.


Strior


A planet.


Naroten


A planet.


Dendrid's Veil


A dark nebula.


Tranett


A sun.


Maktoo


A sun.


The Twins of Keldar


Suns.


Ceidri


The farthest inhabited world known. 


Vega


A star-system. Has a great computer.


Rigel


A star-system. Has a great computer.


Fomalhaut


A star-system. Has a great computer.


Deneb


A star-system.


Altair


A star-system.


Antares


A star-system.


Lyra


A star-system.


Cygnus


A star-system.


Cassiopeia


A star-system.


Lepus


A star-system.


Corvus


A star-system.


Orion


A star-system.


Kesh


Martian drylands area.


Shun


Martian drylands area.


RACES


Ramas


Nearly-immortal Martians with whom Stark had once done battle in the dead city of Sinharat.


Ceidrins


People of Ceidri.  Small, dark and furry.


Creature


A new being. A giant space entity of enormous power.
   ORGANISATIONS


Star Kings


Men who rule a future universe.


Lords of the Marches


Rulers of the Marches region of space.


Barons of Hercules


Rulers of the Hercules cluster. 
   TECHNOLOGY


Helix


Amplifies Aarl's mental powers.


FTL drive


Allows travel at greater than the speed of light.


Antimatter


Possible useful for destroying young giant godlike space entities.
   CONCEPTS


Dendrid


The Goddess of Death.


Galactic Arbitrary Time


Used to co-ordinate across multiple planets.
   VEHICLES


Hover-cars


Flying personal transport.


Phantom scout


A fast ship.
   PLOT


Aarl summons Stark, who agrees.  He tells him that he is needed to help stop a great menace, and build and alliance with Shorr Khan.  Something that Stark is definitely good at.


So he ends up 200,000 years in the future thanks to Aarl.  He bears witness to a huge new space entity that he feels is godlike, upon contact.  However, it is a stellar scale menace in this nebula void, and the Star Kings agree to try and remove it.


Stark thinks it was wrong, but Aarl reminds him survival is the higher law, and man won, here.


http://www.webscription.net/chapters/1893887162/1893887162___1.htm


2176.


The Best Of Leigh Brackett - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Best Of Leigh Brackett : The Jewel of Bas - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : The Vanishing Venusians - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : The Veil of Astellar - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : The Moon that Vanished - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : Enchantress of Venus - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : The Woman from Altair - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : The Last Days of Shandakor - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : Shannachâ��the Last - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : The Tweener - Leigh Brackett 
   Best Of Leigh Brackett : The Queer Ones - Leigh Brackett


2177.


The Best of Planet Stories No 1 - Leigh Brackett : 3.5 - z anthology - science fiction 


An anthology containing these stories:


Best of Planet Stories : Lorelei of the Red Mist - Leigh Brackett and Ray Bradbury 
   Best of Planet Stories : The Star Mouse - Fredric Brown 
   Best of Planet Stories : Return of a Legend - Raymond Z. Gallun 
   Best of Planet Stories : Quest of Thig - Basil Wells
   Best of Planet Stories : The Rocketeers Have Shaggy Ears - Keith Bennett 
   Best of Planet Stories : The Diversifal - Ross Rocklynne 
   Best of Planet Stories : Duel on Syrtis - Poul Anderson


2178.


Beyond Mars - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Beyond Mars : No Man's Land in Space - Leigh Brackett
   Beyond Mars : Child of the Green Light - Leigh Brackett
   Beyond Mars : Outpost on Io - Leigh Brackett
   Beyond Mars : The Halfling - Leigh Brackett
   Beyond Mars : The Dancing Girl of Ganymede - Leigh Brackett


2179.


The Book of Skaith: The Adventures of Eric John Stark - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z omnibus - science fiction 


An omnibus containing the three Skaith novels:


Book Of Skaith : The Ginger Star - Leigh Brackett 
   Book Of Skaith : The Hounds of Skaith - Leigh Brackett 
   Book Of Skaith : The Reavers of Skaith - Leigh Brackett


2180.


The Coming of the Terrans - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Coming of the Terrans : The Beast-Jewel of Mars - Leigh Brackett 
   Coming of the Terrans : Mars Minus Bisha - Leigh Brackett 
   Coming of the Terrans : The Last Days of Shandakor - Leigh Brackett 
   Coming of the Terrans : Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon - Leigh Brackett 
   Coming of the Terrans : The Road to Sinharat - Leigh Brackett


2181.


The Eric John Stark Saga - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z omnibus - science fiction 


Am omnibus containing these books:


The Ginger Star: Volume I of The Book of Skaith by Leigh Brackett
   The Hounds of Skaith: Volume II of The Book of Skaith by Leigh Brackett
   The Reavers of Skaith: Volume III of The Book of Skaith by Leigh Brackett
   The Secret of Sinharat by Leigh Brackett
   People of the Talisman by Leigh Brackett
   Stark and the Star Kings by Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brackett
   The Star Kings by Edmond Hamilton
   Return to the Stars by Edmond Hamilton


2182.


Eric John Stark: Outlaws Of Mars - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Eric John Stark Outlaw Of Mars : The Secret of Sinharat [short story] - Leigh Brackett 
   Eric John Stark Outlaw Of Mars : People of the Talisman [short story] - Leigh Brackett


2183.


The Halfling and Other Stories - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Halfling and Other Stories : The Halfling - Leigh Brackett 
   Halfling and Other Stories : The Dancing Girl of Ganymede - Leigh Brackett 
   Halfling and Other Stories : The Citadel of Lost Ages - Leigh Brackett 
   Halfling and Other Stories : All the Colors of the Rainbow - Leigh Brackett 
   Halfling and Other Stories : The Shadows - Leigh Brackett 
   Halfling and Other Stories : Enchantress of Venus - Leigh Brackett 
   Halfling and Other Stories : The Lake of the Gone Forever - Leigh Brackett 
   Halfling and Other Stories : The Truants - Leigh Brackett


2184.


Lorelei Of the Red Mist: Planetary Romances - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Lorelei Of the Red Mist : The Blue Behemoth - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : Thralls of the Endless Night - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : The Jewel of Bas - Leigh Brackett 
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : The Veil of Astellar - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : Terror Out of Space - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : The Vanishing Venusians - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : Lorelei of the Red Mist - Leigh Brackett and Ray Bradbury
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : The Moon That Vanished - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : The Beast-Jewel of Mars - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : Quest of the Starhope - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : The Lake of the Gone Forever - Leigh Brackett
   Lorelei Of the Red Mist : The Dancing Girl of Ganymede - Leigh Brackett


2185.


Martian Quest - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Martian Quest : Martian Quest - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : The Treasure of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : Water Pirate - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : The Sorcerer of Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : The Veil of Astellar - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : The Beast-Jewel of Mars - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : The Last Days of Shandakor - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : Mars Minus Bisha - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : The Road to Sinharat - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest : Purple Priestess of the Mad Moon - Leigh Brackett


2186.


Martian Quest: the Early Brackett - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Martian Quest Haffner : Martian Quest - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : The Treasure of Ptakuth - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : The Tapestry Gate - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : The Stellar Legion - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : The Demons of Darkside - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Water Pirate - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Interplanetary Reporter - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : The Dragon-Queen of Jupiter - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Lord of the Earthquake - Leigh Brackett
   Martian Quest Haffner : No Man's Land in Space - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : A World Is Born - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Retreat to the Stars - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Child of the Green Light - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : The Sorcerer of Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Child of the Sun - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Out of the Sea - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Cube from Space - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : Outpost on Io - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : The Halfling - Leigh Brackett 
   Martian Quest Haffner : The Citadel of Lost Ships - Leigh Brackett


2187.


Mercury's Light - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Mercury's Light : The Demons of Darkside - Leigh Brackett
   Mercury's Light : A World Is Born - Leigh Brackett
   Mercury's Light : Cube From Space - Leigh Brackett
   Mercury's Light : Shannachâ��The Last - Leigh Brackett


2188.


No Good From A Corpse - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


No Good From A Corpse : No Good from a Corpse - Leigh Brackett 
   No Good From A Corpse : Murder Is Bigamy - Leigh Brackett 
   No Good From A Corpse : Red-Headed Poison [The Case of the Wandering Red-Head] - Leigh Brackett 
   No Good From A Corpse : Murder in the Family - Leigh Brackett 
   No Good From A Corpse : Design for Dying - Leigh Brackett 
   No Good From A Corpse : I Feel Bad Killing You - Leigh Brackett 
   No Good From A Corpse : No Star Is Lost - Leigh Brackett 
   No Good From A Corpse : So Pale So Cold So Fair - Leigh Brackett 
   No Good From A Corpse : The Misfortune Teller [The Death Dealer] - Leigh Brackett


2189.


People of the Talisman and the Secret of Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Leigh Brackett Ace Double : People of the Talisman - Leigh Brackett
   Leigh Brackett Ace Double : The Secret of Sinharat - Leigh Brackett


2190.


Sea Kings of Mars and Otherworldly Stories - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Sea Kings of Mars : The Sorcerer of Rhiannon - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : The Jewel of Bas - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : Terror Out of Space - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : Lorelei of the Red Mist - Leigh Brackett and Ray Bradbury
   Sea Kings of Mars : The Moon That Vanished - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : Sea-Kings of Mars - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : Queen of the Martian Catacombs - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : Enchantress of Venus - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : Black Amazon of Mars - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : The Last Days of Shandakor - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : The Tweener - Leigh Brackett
   Sea Kings of Mars : The Road to Sinharat - Leigh Brackett


2191.


The Secret Of Sinharat - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


The Secret Of Sinharat
   The People of the Talisman


2192.


The Solar System - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z omnibus - science fiction 


Am omnibus containing these books:


Solar System : Mercury's Light - Leigh Brackett
   Solar System : Swamps of Venus - Leigh Brackett
   Solar System : Sea-Kings of Mars - Leigh Brackett
   Solar System : Shadow Over Mars - Leigh Brackett
   Solar System : Martian Quest - Leigh Brackett
   Solar System : Beyond Mars - Leigh Brackett
   Solar System : Alpha Centauri or Die - Leigh Brackett


2193.


Stark and the Star Kings - Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton : 4.5 - z anthology - science fiction 


An anthology containing these stories:


Stark and the Star Kings Haffner : The Star Kings - Edmond Hamilton
   Stark and the Star Kings Haffner : Queen of the Martian Catacombs - Leigh Brackett
   Stark and the Star Kings Haffner : Enchantress of Venus - Leigh Brackett
   Stark and the Star Kings Haffner : Black Amazon of Mars - Leigh Brackett
   Stark and the Star Kings Haffner : Return to the Stars - Edmond Hamilton
   Stark and the Star Kings Haffner : Stark and the Star Kings - Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton


2194.


Stark and the Stark Kings and Other Stories - Leigh Brackett : 4.5 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Stark and the Star Kings : Stark and the Star Kings - Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton
   Stark and the Star Kings : Enchantress of Venus - Leigh Brackett
   Stark and the Star Kings : The Lake of the Gone Forever - Leigh Brackett
   Stark and the Star Kings : Child of the Sun - Leigh Brackett
   Stark and the Star Kings : Retreat to the Stars - Leigh Brackett
   Stark and the Star Kings : THE Jewel of Bas - Leigh Brackett


2195.


Swamps of Venus - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Swamps of Venus : The Stellar Legion - Leigh Brackett
   Swamps of Venus : Interplanetary Reporter - Leigh Brackett
   Swamps of Venus : The Dragon-Queen Of Venus - Leigh Brackett
   Swamps of Venus : The Citadel Of Lost Ships - Leigh Brackett
   Swamps of Venus : Terror Out OF Space - Leigh Brackett
   Swamps of Venus : The Vanishing Venusians - Leigh Brackett
   Swamps of Venus : Lorelei Of The Red Mist - Leigh Brackett and Ray Bradbury


2196.


The Planetary Adventures of Eric John Stark - Leigh Brackett : 5.0 - z collection - science fiction 


A collection containing these stories:


Planetary Adventures of Eric John Stark : Queen of the Martian Catacombs - Leigh Brackett
   Planetary Adventures of Eric John Stark : Enchantress of Venus - Leigh Brackett
   Planetary Adventures of Eric John Stark : Black Amazon of Mars - Leigh Brackett


2197.


Design For Dying - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - concordance - 3.0 


Design For Dying


  476 i
     450 the
     432 and
     292 a
     264 to
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     214 of
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     177 he
     160 me
     148 in
     146 it
     142 her
     117 that
     113 she
     111 my
     103 on
     88 chris
     88 his
     85 out
     83 like
     81 with
     79 jo
     78 up
     77 said
     77 got
     77 for
     68 him
     66 but
     62 sligh
     60 didn't
     60 had
     57 at
     54 all
     52 jardine
     52 what
     51 so
     50 back
     47 have
     44 as
     44 there
     44 we
     43 about
     42 then
     42 they
     41 way
     41 were
     41 just
     40 know
     39 be
     39 around
     37 could
     37 too
     36 down
     36 get
     35 over
     32 right
     32 little
     32 went
     31 don't
     31 shayne
     31 off
     31 do
     31 now
     30 i'm
     30 again
     30 eyes
     30 are
     29 did
     29 been
     28 no
     28 your
     28 face
     28 one
     27 see
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     26 not
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     17 before
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     15 an
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     15 turned
     15 long
     15 laughed
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     15 against
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     15 old
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     14 only
     14 knew
     14 would
     14 than
     13 make
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     13 maybe
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     12 began
     12 ever
     12 door
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     10 should
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     10 thought
     10 because
     10 sligh's
     10 want
     10 kept
     10 neck
     10 much
     10 hard
     10 shot
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     10 nothing
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     9 white
     9 both
     9 chair
     9 kind
     9 feet
     9 anybody
     9 life
     9 arm
     9 here
     9 watched
     9 fell
     9 ray
     9 new
     9 voice
     9 boys
     9 standing
     9 lot
     9 caught
     9 feel
     9 started
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     9 change
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     8 em
     8 arms
     8 gave
     8 leaned
     8 swell
     8 slow
     8 cold
     8 myself
     8 used
     8 steps
     8 minute
     8 who
     8 changed
     8 wall
     8 other
     8 okay
     8 mean
     8 house
     8 whispered
     8 rest
     8 first
     7 something
     7 shayne's
     7 whole
     7 money
     7 hit
     7 funny
     7 stood
     7 cops
     7 remember
     7 wouldn't
     7 nodded
     7 sudden
     7 everything
     7 black
     7 oh
     7 together
     7 close
     7 blood
     7 kill
     7 himself
     7 shoulder
     7 finally
     7 night
     7 can't
     7 along
     7 holding
     7 table
     7 grey
     7 wrong
     7 there's
     7 else
     7 another
     7 isn't
     7 red
     7 couple
     7 work
     7 light
     7 loose
     7 quiet
     6 he'd
     6 damn
     6 forward
     6 somebody
     6 give
     6 hall
     6 phone
     6 top
     6 waiting
     6 beside
     6 own
     6 happened
     6 thinking
     6 find
     6 same
     6 must
     6 scared
     6 called
     6 times
     6 trust
     6 people
     6 keep
     6 saying
     6 happy
     6 desert
     6 flat
     6 nobody
     6 besides
     6 soft
     6 easy
     6 guys
     6 safe
     6 does
     6 young
     6 open
     6 honey
     6 stand
     6 brains
     6 between
     6 though
     6 taking
     6 since
     6 once
     6 heavy
     5 breath
     5 figured
     5 gambling
     5 they'll
     5 bad
     5 hot
     5 four
     5 fast
     5 running
     5 dirty
     5 end
     5 without
     5 living
     5 molino's
     5 lying
     5 medbury
     5 sometimes
     5 toward
     5 break
     5 seemed
     5 view
     5 moved
     5 lay
     5 threw
     5 mine
     5 clean
     5 every
     5 care
     5 smart
     5 frame
     5 cigar
     5 sweat
     5 combine
     5 pulled
     5 alive
     5 walked
     5 won't
     5 trouble
     5 green
     5 missed
     5 couch
     5 god
     5 dark
     5 onto
     5 shadow's
     5 quit
     5 their
     5 slowly
     5 far
     5 reason
     5 kissed
     5 need
     5 blue
     5 crawled
     5 thick
     5 opened
     5 might
     5 love
     5 tough
     5 breakfast
     5 i'd
     5 looks
     5 which
     5 short
     4 gone
     4 deal
     4 fire
     4 surprised
     4 smoke
     4 copper-brown
     4 micky
     4 stayed
     4 palm
     4 worry
     4 mind
     4 ideas
     4 hurt
     4 baby
     4 different
     4 chuckled
     4 cry
     4 has
     4 until
     4 you'd
     4 sunlight
     4 pop
     4 fight
     4 barrel
     4 girl
     4 beginning
     4 answer
     4 getting
     4 half
     4 nice
     4 tight
     4 weren't
     4 prison
     4 lost
     4 walking
     4 idea
     4 believe
     4 low
     4 killed
     4 side
     4 yelled
     4 matter
     4 really
     4 better
     4 shut
     4 blame
     4 talking
     4 sitting
     4 our
     4 lids
     4 anyone
     4 crumpled
     4 most
     4 hat
     4 middle
     4 dough
     4 funeral
     4 coming
     4 days
     4 grinned
     4 trying
     4 forget
     4 debt
     4 smiling
     4 line
     4 laugh
     4 tears
     4 set-up
     4 fingers
     4 rotten
     4 somewhere
     4 case
     4 stared
     4 run
     4 careful
     4 legs
     4 three
     4 feeling
     4 deep
     4 cushion
     4 knees
     4 sort
     4 window
     4 enjoy
     4 fired
     4 name
     3 show
     3 yellow
     3 set
     3 job
     3 violet
     3 we'll
     3 shoot
     3 throw
     3 watching
     3 understand
     3 past
     3 brother
     3 sorry
     3 wide
     3 rang
     3 pipe
     3 plenty
     3 almost
     3 sounded
     3 loud
     3 worth
     3 straight
     3 scare
     3 windows
     3 may
     3 pay
     3 cut
     3 shape
     3 cell
     3 grabbed
     3 ice
     3 slug
     3 curled
     3 let's
     3 flowers
     3 t
     3 talk
     3 whatever
     3 bag
     3 pushed
     3 facing
     3 bait
     3 seat
     3 cursing
     3 private
     3 stars
     3 stopped
     3 broke
     3 bent
     3 temper
     3 names
     3 held
     3 bullet
     3 chance
     3 she'd
     3 shake
     3 lap
     3 it'll
     3 checked
     3 yours
     3 expression
     3 alcove
     3 dame
     3 stinkin'
     3 key
     3 rolled
     3 davenport
     3 account
     3 alone
     3 rod
     3 turn
     3 split
     3 radio
     3 soon
     3 crook
     3 tom
     3 ten
     3 sweet
     3 stop
     3 quietly
     3 last
     3 cheeks
     3 shoulders
     3 course
     3 what's
     3 sit
     3 copper
     3 wrists
     3 realized
     3 catch
     3 fun
     3 teeth
     3 dying
     3 use
     3 fool
     3 softly
     3 above
     3 few
     3 working
     3 phutz
     3 morning
     3 risk
     3 hadn't
     3 pitched
     3 each
     3 dumb
     3 full
     3 realistic
     3 skin
     3 warm
     3 handle
     3 dress
     3 spot
     3 willing
     3 pocket
     3 covered
     3 corner
     3 shook
     3 limp
     3 shaking
     3 jerk
     3 instead
     3 staring
     3 across
     3 floor
     3 seem
     3 desk
     3 town
     3 high
     3 oranges
     2 taken
     2 experts
     2 fair
     2 owned
     2 ran
     2 crown
     2 square
     2 saint
     2 dragged
     2 wet
     2 third
     2 doorway
     2 fix
     2 sick
     2 luck
     2 shine
     2 coffee
     2 wanting
     2 dare
     2 terrace
     2 picked
     2 law
     2 passed
     2 move
     2 lo
     2 beautiful
     2 bodyguard
     2 plans
     2 shaky
     2 eight
     2 velvet
     2 sake
     2 louse
     2 fact
     2 seen
     2 meet
     2 skull
     2 ahead
     2 ones
     2 mines
     2 drinks
     2 except
     2 hung
     2 loved
     2 worse
     2 choice
     2 hasn't
     2 figure
     2 walls
     2 earmarked
     2 crying
     2 walk
     2 having
     2 carried
     2 coat
     2 round
     2 you'll
     2 twice
     2 tan
     2 throat
     2 library
     2 hired
     2 shiny
     2 we'd
     2 chin
     2 puffy
     2 stay
     2 guts
     2 thank
     2 picking
     2 market
     2 western
     2 contact
     2 portieres
     2 doors
     2 word
     2 crooked
     2 speaking
     2 strangling
     2 shoved
     2 ronald
     2 snake
     2 terrible
     2 phony
     2 normal
     2 grin
     2 lived
     2 waved
     2 speaker
     2 laughter
     2 trembling
     2 louder
     2 pleased
     2 lead
     2 heart
     2 water
     2 poker
     2 fall
     2 silence
     2 drawn
     2 we've
     2 glimpse
     2 nights
     2 will
     2 quite
     2 inch
     2 tired
     2 food
     2 slid
     2 there'll
     2 suppose
     2 body
     2 swung
     2 backward
     2 touch
     2 pale
     2 bank
     2 perfectly
     2 reached
     2 afterward
     2 moving
     2 curly
     2 administration
     2 doesn't
     2 locked
     2 try
     2 lose
     2 these
     2 drove
     2 either
     2 racket
     2 stomach
     2 brought
     2 listen
     2 blazed
     2 married
     2 giving
     2 local
     2 ear
     2 evening
     2 country
     2 sleep
     2 nasty
     2 doing
     2 boy
     2 stuff
     2 smoking
     2 many
     2 flashes
     2 vegas
     2 match
     2 they'd
     2 man's
     2 stiff
     2 later
     2 poured
     2 iron
     2 framed
     2 kicked
     2 dice
     2 its
     2 goes
     2 great
     2 stall
     2 softer
     2 breathing
     2 scream
     2 ends
     2 someone
     2 takes
     2 needed
     2 nose
     2 tripped
     2 colman
     2 start
     2 beat
     2 marks
     2 coffin
     2 making
     2 cleared
     2 probably
     2 bell
     2 decided
     2 next
     2 hanging
     2 eat
     2 clothes
     2 inside
     2 ability
     2 sighed
     2 studying
     2 upstairs
     2 haven't
     2 las
     2 laid
     2 hurry
     2 rough
     2 rumpled
     2 syndicate
     2 gaze
     2 jammed
     2 presently
     2 hers
     2 bygones
     2 afraid
     2 closed
     2 showed
     2 suddenly
     2 shooting
     2 words
     2 corpse
     2 brain
     2 taste
     2 studied
     2 cracked
     2 choked
     2 lights
     2 guard
     2 trickled
     2 fine
     2 outside
     2 car
     2 happens
     2 kick
     2 anyway
     2 pounds
     2 nailed
     2 dog
     2 war
     2 bowl
     2 lifted
     2 framing
     2 ole
     2 we're
     2 crack
     2 smoked
     2 pals
     2 volstead
     2 record
     2 talked
     2 second
     2 ways
     2 weight
     2 shots
     2 reasons
     2 happen
     2 dry
     2 suit
     2 darling
     2 remembered
     2 others
     2 using
     2 glad
     2 pleasantly
     2 longer
     2 nor
     2 shave
     2 found
     2 paul
     2 cigarette
     2 crime
     2 gently
     2 helped
     2 paid
     2 drop
     2 sulky
     2 live
     1 hangings
     1 retching
     1 loyalties
     1 wait
     1 uncertainly
     1 hari
     1 sloppier
     1 address
     1 cool
     1 ool
     1 proof
     1 uh-huh
     1 podgy
     1 headache
     1 sedate
     1 flopped
     1 coincidences
     1 protection
     1 sink
     1 outcome
     1 sweating
     1 powder
     1 warner
     1 hear
     1 wash
     1 rumble
     1 p
     1 housewife
     1 roared
     1 panel
     1 already
     1 heavily
     1 pile
     1 seductive
     1 redwood
     1 milk
     1 syndicate--the
     1 met
     1 sight
     1 twisted
     1 register
     1 tumbled
     1 dumped
     1 folks
     1 thunder
     1 dodge
     1 horrible
     1 incidentally
     1 tailored
     1 age
     1 loving
     1 higher
     1 foot
     1 plan
     1 knife
     1 sheet
     1 sweetness
     1 pot
     1 booze
     1 meat
     1 hemorrhaged
     1 routine
     1 chances
     1 temple
     1 bare
     1 lady's
     1 fraction
     1 act
     1 cheek
     1 thrown
     1 spilled
     1 investment
     1 unwinking
     1 focused
     1 cigarettes
     1 molten
     1 tangle
     1 southern
     1 flame
     1 combination
     1 escaped
     1 double-crossing
     1 months
     1 squared
     1 canary
     1 mouths
     1 jaws
     1 union
     1 colt
     1 miss
     1 sending
     1 department
     1 follow
     1 woman
     1 practice
     1 prize
     1 they're
     1 fed
     1 kid's
     1 tray
     1 eggs
     1 child
     1 comfort
     1 clown
     1 send
     1 finger
     1 drawing
     1 bone
     1 pawed
     1 shiver
     1 special
     1 yelping
     1 choking
     1 awful
     1 hoped
     1 lamplight
     1 choir
     1 cross
     1 class
     1 snow-white
     1 snarl
     1 forming
     1 neither
     1 part
     1 iii
     1 knows
     1 cats
     1 swollen
     1 ached
     1 good-looking
     1 eighty
     1 state
     1 defense
     1 boiling
     1 least
     1 less
     1 mr
     1 scraped
     1 layout
     1 slept
     1 rat
     1 mob
     1 film
     1 liquor
     1 hitting
     1 glass
     1 flat-footed
     1 laced
     1 playing
     1 brush
     1 struck
     1 thunderstorm
     1 blows
     1 moan
     1 hon
     1 auburn
     1 carpet
     1 tiredly
     1 design
     1 lit
     1 worried
     1 happiness
     1 digging
     1 lousy
     1 murdered
     1 manner
     1 curve
     1 innocently
     1 wrestling
     1 followed
     1 dragging
     1 meant
     1 murder
     1 form
     1 lie
     1 sear
     1 lamps
     1 scuts
     1 whacked
     1 lighting
     1 brandy
     1 reins
     1 leveled
     1 king
     1 question
     1 sound
     1 reaching
     1 well-kept
     1 mess
     1 slammed
     1 papers
     1 rush
     1 cash
     1 rustic
     1 beating
     1 join
     1 meaning
     1 sights
     1 played
     1 dangerous
     1 comfortable
     1 forth
     1 mrs
     1 dishtowel
     1 convulsive
     1 punching
     1 gee
     1 personality
     1 wildcat
     1 hills
     1 mists
     1 dirt
     1 tossed
     1 breaks
     1 string
     1 snipe
     1 apart
     1 curse
     1 beefs
     1 rid
     1 pushing
     1 lined
     1 week
     1 shallow
     1 snaps
     1 meals
     1 box
     1 con
     1 diamonds
     1 distant
     1 collections
     1 rare
     1 slapped
     1 fellow
     1 searching
     1 owns
     1 curls
     1 bet
     1 inc
     1 straw-colored
     1 kiss
     1 terribly
     1 help
     1 obviously
     1 no-good
     1 tied
     1 charges
     1 shrugged
     1 lyin'
     1 pasty
     1 smoker
     1 god's
     1 setting
     1 trigger
     1 needlework
     1 note
     1 asking
     1 bunch
     1 shrunken
     1 york
     1 squeezing
     1 killing
     1 clipped
     1 interest
     1 build
     1 semi-patio
     1 treating
     1 well-built
     1 slide
     1 knee
     1 wonderful
     1 impressed
     1 heaved
     1 gadgets
     1 what'll
     1 bacon
     1 center
     1 slipped
     1 power
     1 pound
     1 frame-up
     1 strong-arm
     1 unreadable
     1 wondered
     1 plants
     1 hateful
     1 hit-run
     1 practically
     1 siamese
     1 itself
     1 pants
     1 bogies
     1 fellas
     1 wood
     1 speak
     1 fights
     1 fixing
     1 call
     1 lopsided
     1 he'll
     1 details
     1 clip
     1 singing
     1 designed
     1 heaving
     1 connection
     1 cops'll
     1 weak
     1 hotrod
     1 drummer
     1 showing
     1 tear-stained
     1 plastered
     1 tear
     1 shayne-shadow
     1 buy
     1 shades
     1 steered
     1 dopey
     1 blue-eyed
     1 wallops
     1 spoke
     1 stupider
     1 ago
     1 silver
     1 slip
     1 smelling
     1 suburbs
     1 formed
     1 closet
     1 handful
     1 wound
     1 hoover
     1 starving
     1 vestibule
     1 hates
     1 collection
     1 honest-to-god
     1 decent
     1 tales
     1 hotels
     1 movement
     1 large
     1 grand
     1 expect
     1 burned
     1 swaying
     1 adam
     1 tracing
     1 forgot
     1 romantic
     1 scalding
     1 downtown
     1 naturally
     1 dog's
     1 thanks
     1 sobbed
     1 pieces
     1 booted
     1 nestled
     1 ngs
     1 block
     1 grow
     1 double
     1 crushed
     1 rooms
     1 golf
     1 bleached
     1 jumped
     1 hello
     1 yarn
     1 bray
     1 warning
     1 cuddled
     1 wrist
     1 deserve
     1 owe
     1 exactly
     1 overhead
     1 buzzer
     1 weeks
     1 pardon
     1 gasped
     1 cop
     1 toes
     1 vacation
     1 distracted
     1 campaign
     1 doubled
     1 crawl
     1 raised
     1 lark
     1 arched
     1 shining
     1 separate
     1 rascal
     1 roughed
     1 connect
     1 groceries
     1 joann
     1 space
     1 book
     1 roofs
     1 dinner
     1 decorative
     1 gag
     1 secret
     1 eastern
     1 cooperative
     1 cleaned
     1 clearly
     1 macaroni
     1 within
     1 cared
     1 wants
     1 tongue
     1 g-boys
     1 flushed
     1 bleak
     1 rubbing
     1 blamed
     1 trusted
     1 friend
     1 garden
     1 asked
     1 britches
     1 blew
     1 done
     1 they've
     1 wife
     1 punk's
     1 deals
     1 broad
     1 throwing
     1 swinging
     1 background
     1 hairline
     1 beef
     1 dicks
     1 ii
     1 0
     1 solid
     1 aren't
     1 causes
     1 dime
     1 cried
     1 point
     1 wail
     1 rosy
     1 pinned
     1 twin
     1 pull
     1 small
     1 exercised
     1 fancy
     1 pup
     1 worrying
     1 dazed
     1 baggy
     1 strapped
     1 introducing
     1 cursed
     1 enemy
     1 snap
     1 tossing
     1 secretly
     1 department-store
     1 auto
     1 cathedral
     1 snarled
     1 leave
     1 businesslike
     1 setup
     1 street
     1 gold
     1 carry
     1 spirit
     1 delirious
     1 loses
     1 traces
     1 whistle
     1 cradled
     1 works
     1 cream
     1 crossed
     1 peaceful
     1 blackmailing
     1 butter
     1 bought
     1 revolver
     1 booked
     1 fought
     1 greyish
     1 shield
     1 noises
     1 dropped
     1 calm
     1 strained
     1 belonged
     1 three-year-old
     1 bay
     1 curves
     1 seeing
     1 everyone
     1 check-up
     1 throaty-voiced
     1 lift
     1 treated
     1 administrations
     1 fish
     1 debts
     1 stone
     1 spend
     1 wad
     1 packers
     1 thigh
     1 kneeling
     1 partner
     1 bearing
     1 wire
     1 blink
     1 considering
     1 laws
     1 golden-brown
     1 relax
     1 ache
     1 sobbing
     1 habits
     1 humphrey
     1 thumbs
     1 chassis
     1 gouger
     1 hub
     1 shock
     1 muscular
     1 blur
     1 edges
     1 bottom
     1 twitch
     1 bills
     1 rather
     1 chess
     1 mental
     1 who'd
     1 pat
     1 gas
     1 hope
     1 overstuffed
     1 handled
     1 wringing
     1 lounged
     1 vixen
     1 dawn
     1 hungry
     1 dream
     1 expected
     1 twitched
     1 brothers'
     1 fat
     1 blackmailer's
     1 flashy
     1 lips
     1 crap
     1 quick
     1 ripped
     1 ropes
     1 medburys
     1 jackass
     1 j
     1 secluded
     1 beyond
     1 shivering
     1 length
     1 owens
     1 where's
     1 features
     1 crouched
     1 masculine
     1 sligh--you
     1 sparks
     1 forgotten
     1 dropping
     1 messed
     1 particular
     1 butt
     1 smiled
     1 piece
     1 saturday
     1 mop
     1 everybody's
     1 wavered
     1 repeal
     1 hunch
     1 putting
     1 herself
     1 telling
     1 cooled
     1 states
     1 suspiciously
     1 expensive
     1 punished
     1 screamed
     1 profile
     1 jarred
     1 bruises
     1 busted
     1 s
     1 daughter
     1 stricken
     1 acquired
     1 tender
     1 handy
     1 eager
     1 insides
     1 punk
     1 businessman
     1 roof
     1 information
     1 now's
     1 kicks
     1 crash-out
     1 victim
     1 stripes
     1 blind
     1 strong
     1 palaces
     1 grudge
     1 seventeen
     1 misty
     1 whang
     1 fixed
     1 paper
     1 stuck
     1 crashing
     1 hi
     1 fbi
     1 tiled
     1 movies
     1 younger
     1 tomorrow
     1 focus
     1 begin
     1 plank
     1 steady
     1 settled
     1 big-time
     1 thumb
     1 ditch
     1 bronze
     1 colors
     1 sigh
     1 jaw
     1 glanced
     1 neighborhood
     1 involved
     1 blurred
     1 gloria
     1 ash
     1 friendly
     1 necks
     1 request
     1 ship
     1 throttling
     1 thrill
     1 dyeing
     1 hideaway
     1 slashing
     1 mad
     1 nobody'd
     1 new-minted
     1 slippery
     1 pool
     1 strange
     1 killer
     1 screwed
     1 world
     1 early
     1 road
     1 ribs
     1 pitifully
     1 lurched
     1 faults
     1 managed
     1 trim
     1 spit
     1 snowball
     1 statuary
     1 tin-pot
     1 pink
     1 projects
     1 bother
     1 ruined
     1 rue
     1 sap
     1 musty
     1 edge
     1 quarrel
     1 holler
     1 fingertips
     1 floated
     1 kitten
     1 handsome
     1 u
     1 build-up
     1 cripple
     1 mustache
     1 lightning
     1 corners
     1 methuselah
     1 drawer
     1 steadying
     1 aim
     1 expressionless
     1 threatened
     1 christmas
     1 belly
     1 whisper
     1 spent
     1 stick
     1 dead-panned
     1 mutual
     1 pennies
     1 silvery
     1 gives
     1 bumped
     1 competition
     1 thin
     1 play
     1 noise
     1 widened
     1 bit
     1 worked
     1 check
     1 breaths
     1 afternoon
     1 police
     1 meamies
     1 fighting
     1 poor
     1 watch
     1 thighs
     1 yourself
     1 horse
     1 known
     1 mug
     1 boosted
     1 aimed
     1 towns
     1 instinctive
     1 hated
     1 hypo
     1 dollar
     1 stunned
     1 ankles
     1 giant
     1 families
     1 hideout
     1 percentages
     1 period
     1 slab
     1 patted
     1 burnished
     1 wrapped
     1 spun
     1 enjoying
     1 shaped
     1 gothim
     1 darkness
     1 moves
     1 lady
     1 painted
     1 faint
     1 hardens
     1 unsubstantial
     1 contract
     1 mask
     1 chum
     1 biggest
     1 paused
     1 listening
     1 fairly
     1 climbed
     1 lip
     1 coupe
     1 filter
     1 kicking
     1 mantel
     1 opening
     1 mirror
     1 month
     1 oak
     1 aversion
     1 tightened
     1 brand
     1 heat
     1 map
     1 strictly
     1 droop
     1 sooner
     1 dull
     1 candy
     1 places
     1 45
     1 haze
     1 fourth-rate
     1 showdown
     1 hood
     1 touched
     1 rope
     1 lobe
     1 groove
     1 games
     1 cheap
     1 hamburger
     1 fairy
     1 please
     1 home
     1 lousing
     1 memory
     1 smashing
     1 spine
     1 corpse-colored
     1 several
     1 recognition
     1 driver
     1 shivered
     1 strauss
     1 unhappy
     1 crooks
     1 treat
     1 sheltered
     1 generous
     1 lock
     1 tipped
     1 miles
     1 telegram
     1 horror
     1 jawbone
     1 flock
     1 shaft
     1 goddam
     1 boost
     1 smile
     1 excited
     1 bucks
     1 hidden
     1 testing
     1 sourly
     1 one's
     1 hardly
     1 edward
     1 sprawling
     1 fireplace
     1 conscious
     1 trees
     1 tonight
     1 huddled
     1 heel
     1 slipping
     1 clawed
     1 waltz
     1 armpits
     1 smashed
     1 alike
     1 bringing
     1 vocabulary
     1 curtains
     1 guy's
     1 needing
     1 losing
     1 sun
     1 flows
     1 regiments
     1 often
     1 guns
     1 bright
     1 kickbacks
     1 push
     1 georgie's
     1 free
     1 disguise
     1 hour
     1 sent
     1 grows
     1 fault
     1 born
     1 shade
     1 spread
     1 yet
     1 whimpering
     1 something's
     1 absenteeism
     1 belly-crawled
     1 truth
     1 armchair
     1 catching
     1 mixture
     1 collar
     1 silk
     1 beer
     1 am
     1 public
     1 youngsters
     1 day
     1 anyhow
     1 gouge
     1 dive
     1 shoes
     1 chewing
     1 bum
     1 swank
     1 childlike
     1 tone
     1 grinning
     1 paychecks
     1 bullets
     1 ticker
     1 ready
     1 smartest
     1 parted
     1 dope
     1 gentled
     1 fillings
     1 empty
     1 naughty
     1 rackets
     1 woman's
     1 coast
     1 bogart
     1 anywhere
     1 ought
     1 realize
     1 glowed
     1 spill
     1 hampering
     1 rag
     1 familiar
     1 gained
     1 egg
     1 prohibitionists
     1 color
     1 lungs
     1 vase
     1 gripped
     1 sunk
     1 ask
     1 shabby
     1 torn
     1 sonny
     1 debut
     1 stepped
     1 read
     1 penny-ante
     1 paint
     1 present
     1 that'll
     1 wherever
     1 relaxed
     1 draw
     1 club
     1 scowled
     1 list
     1 thompson
     1 babies
     1 acid
     1 slit-eyed
     1 reddened
     1 buried
     1 burn
     1 starting
     1 huh
     1 momentarily
     1 edgar
     1 thirst
     1 brown
     1 swore
     1 touching
     1 stupid
     1 party
     1 workers
     1 tennis
     1 thomas
     1 silencer
     1 picture
     1 moods


2198.


I Feel Bad Killing You - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - concordance - 3.0 


I Feel Bad Killing You


  472 the
     298 and
     268 a
     261 he
     194 his
     193 you
     192 to
     159 of
     159 was
     127 channing
     121 in
     113 said
     112 it
     109 i
     93 with
     89 on
     80 him
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     57 had
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     49 marge
     48 padway
     47 she
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     31 your
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     25 back
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     22 then
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     19 i'm
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     19 come
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     19 them
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     18 off
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     18 looked
     18 laughed
     18 came
     18 went
     17 through
     17 hanna
     17 again
     17 too
     16 long
     16 still
     16 much
     16 against
     15 sure
     15 how
     15 hands
     15 just
     15 voice
     15 think
     15 hand
     15 door
     14 behind
     14 turned
     14 talk
     14 mouth
     14 my
     14 sat
     14 when
     14 dark
     14 why
     14 told
     14 pier
     14 around
     13 brother
     13 any
     13 seemed
     13 body
     13 going
     13 little
     13 surfside
     13 okay
     13 slowly
     13 take
     12 can
     12 an
     12 only
     12 moved
     12 hanna's
     12 feet
     12 let
     12 i'll
     12 do
     12 killed
     12 better
     12 we
     12 gun
     12 shirt
     12 room
     11 sound
     11 men
     11 put
     11 want
     11 match
     11 hard
     11 shot
     11 made
     11 are
     11 took
     11 three
     11 very
     11 head
     11 first
     10 under
     10 somebody
     10 himself
     10 enough
     10 trouble
     10 could
     10 shut
     10 never
     10 wasn't
     10 say
     10 quietly
     10 began
     10 joe
     10 found
     10 anything
     9 even
     9 white
     9 both
     9 something
     9 away
     9 pretty
     9 where
     9 suicide
     9 nodded
     9 it's
     9 close
     9 hold
     9 because
     9 see
     9 walked
     9 people
     9 would
     9 well
     9 guess
     9 two
     9 light
     9 i'd
     9 cigarette
     8 rose
     8 toward
     8 cops
     8 knew
     8 dead
     8 will
     8 kill
     8 shoulder
     8 doing
     8 after
     8 there's
     8 cot
     8 yeah
     8 flavin's
     8 lot
     8 police
     8 kid
     8 tell
     7 rudy's
     7 yellow
     7 bad
     7 sand
     7 heard
     7 make
     7 stood
     7 murder
     7 padway's
     7 stopped
     7 done
     7 small
     7 night
     7 can't
     7 us
     7 listen
     7 green
     7 way
     7 ain't
     7 look
     7 other
     7 boys
     7 front
     7 things
     7 nothing
     7 open
     7 caught
     7 opened
     7 might
     7 between
     7 empty
     7 millie
     7 paul
     7 floor
     7 years
     6 fire
     6 beach
     6 shoot
     6 end
     6 big
     6 ahead
     6 carefully
     6 struck
     6 remember
     6 has
     6 girl
     6 oh
     6 anybody
     6 smart
     6 wind
     6 sweat
     6 you've
     6 used
     6 while
     6 dropped
     6 trust
     6 table
     6 boy
     6 charming
     6 god
     6 letters
     6 neck
     6 start
     6 inside
     6 crazy
     6 blonde
     6 easy
     6 angry
     6 trying
     6 lights
     6 house
     6 car
     6 we're
     6 felt
     6 pocket
     6 always
     6 guy
     6 couldn't
     6 heavy
     6 before
     6 picture
     5 square
     5 flame
     5 miss
     5 adhesive
     5 knows
     5 hit
     5 kitchen
     5 mind
     5 give
     5 makes
     5 coat
     5 lay
     5 cold
     5 find
     5 quite
     5 blanket
     5 blood
     5 cop
     5 thought
     5 doesn't
     5 either
     5 side
     5 expression
     5 scotch
     5 kept
     5 its
     5 than
     5 new
     5 making
     5 glanced
     5 afraid
     5 teeth
     5 closed
     5 suddenly
     5 does
     5 lighted
     5 whispered
     5 somewhere
     5 stand
     5 stared
     5 force
     5 feel
     5 started
     5 talked
     5 though
     5 slightly
     5 which
     5 skinny
     5 relaxed
     5 quiet
     5 town
     5 swore
     4 ran
     4 hear
     4 em
     4 already
     4 brilliant
     4 he'd
     4 sick
     4 hair
     4 those
     4 dirty
     4 woman
     4 kind
     4 forward
     4 more
     4 left
     4 mr
     4 some
     4 liked
     4 liquor
     4 break
     4 hurt
     4 except
     4 scraping
     4 sharp
     4 followed
     4 leaned
     4 may
     4 twice
     4 wouldn't
     4 you'd
     4 chin
     4 help
     4 sore
     4 guts
     4 black
     4 shoved
     4 care
     4 beside
     4 ago
     4 getting
     4 drawn
     4 shadow
     4 faded
     4 pulled
     4 pale
     4 says
     4 blew
     4 story
     4 called
     4 held
     4 brought
     4 times
     4 keep
     4 beyond
     4 forgotten
     4 following
     4 wall
     4 i've
     4 soft
     4 haven't
     4 isn't
     4 their
     4 coming
     4 showed
     4 softly
     4 noise
     4 studied
     4 worked
     4 few
     4 hell
     4 working
     4 krist's
     4 tonight
     4 skin
     4 deep
     4 day
     4 shook
     4 clear
     4 stepped
     4 once
     4 sunset
     4 looking
     3 death
     3 deal
     3 job
     3 four
     3 handkerchief
     3 surprised
     3 cheek
     3 watching
     3 thrown
     3 picked
     3 past
     3 gave
     3 chair
     3 they're
     3 shadows
     3 whole
     3 hyperion
     3 scar
     3 deserted
     3 ones
     3 sounded
     3 worried
     3 committed
     3 meant
     3 hall
     3 different
     3 slammed
     3 midnight
     3 bottle
     3 throat
     3 until
     3 minutes
     3 stay
     3 place
     3 shrugged
     3 lots
     3 eye
     3 waiting
     3 knee
     3 threw
     3 business
     3 every
     3 pushed
     3 beginning
     3 slow
     3 frame
     3 water
     3 half
     3 bars
     3 wrist
     3 same
     3 slid
     3 drew
     3 bent
     3 watched
     3 hank's
     3 she's
     3 acted
     3 asked
     3 steps
     3 moving
     3 briefly
     3 locked
     3 game
     3 fell
     3 street
     3 blank
     3 thing
     3 along
     3 it'll
     3 saw
     3 yelled
     3 won't
     3 ear
     3 anymore
     3 saying
     3 holding
     3 bring
     3 couch
     3 deliberately
     3 stuff
     3 key
     3 grey
     3 rolled
     3 deadly
     3 smoking
     3 silent
     3 talking
     3 lips
     3 wrong
     3 21
     3 alone
     3 later
     3 screamed
     3 changed
     3 beat
     3 ten
     3 most
     3 braced
     3 probably
     3 last
     3 else
     3 sighed
     3 ditch
     3 what's
     3 another
     3 nobody
     3 killer
     3 hurry
     3 road
     3 air
     3 receipt
     3 presently
     3 pink
     3 evidence
     3 days
     3 use
     3 porch
     3 mean
     3 grinned
     3 above
     3 thin
     3 cruel
     3 young
     3 tears
     3 red
     3 vacant
     3 date
     3 case
     3 places
     3 touched
     3 cheap
     3 everybody
     3 couple
     3 second
     3 bound
     3 ways
     3 april
     3 dumb
     3 wish
     3 tough
     3 guy's
     3 cars
     3 green-eyed
     3 since
     3 store
     3 covered
     3 knees
     3 quickly
     3 step
     3 drank
     3 across
     2 wait
     2 show
     2 breath
     2 rusted
     2 surprise
     2 heavily
     2 arms
     2 fainting
     2 stiffly
     2 twisted
     2 accused
     2 hot
     2 age
     2 draft
     2 late
     2 replaced
     2 luck
     2 morgue
     2 damn
     2 running
     2 nervous
     2 chopper
     2 dear
     2 chicken
     2 passed
     2 legitimate
     2 without
     2 sorry
     2 interested
     2 smoke
     2 burst
     2 pal
     2 wide
     2 finger
     2 shielded
     2 voices
     2 money
     2 hoped
     2 rang
     2 silently
     2 part
     2 fact
     2 chairs
     2 almost
     2 worry
     2 blonde's
     2 playing
     2 funny
     2 murdered
     2 cripes
     2 hasn't
     2 sharply
     2 straight
     2 figure
     2 being
     2 impatiently
     2 mockery
     2 terrier
     2 walk
     2 tape
     2 pay
     2 autographed
     2 beating
     2 pain
     2 somebody's
     2 dangerous
     2 ruby
     2 falling
     2 waves
     2 you'll
     2 phone
     2 grunted
     2 apart
     2 hotel
     2 lamp
     2 hired
     2 thrust
     2 grabbed
     2 ice
     2 owns
     2 greenish
     2 publicity
     2 hauled
     2 flesh
     2 keeping
     2 fight
     2 asking
     2 bunch
     2 killing
     2 doors
     2 word
     2 crooked
     2 slipped
     2 indicated
     2 wiped
     2 call
     2 you-
     2 he'll
     2 clip
     2 post
     2 comes
     2 weak
     2 clean
     2 cards
     2 terrible
     2 arm
     2 slight
     2 lean
     2 together
     2 own
     2 handful
     2 grin
     2 happened
     2 decent
     2 large
     2 laughter
     2 seems
     2 yell
     2 thinking
     2 whether
     2 thanks
     2 silence
     2 we've
     2 muscles
     2 jumped
     2 nice
     2 weren't
     2 tired
     2 prison
     2 broke
     2 suppose
     2 single
     2 motioned
     2 lost
     2 dorothy
     2 touch
     2 alive
     2 walking
     2 perfectly
     2 detective
     2 idea
     2 inquest
     2 scared
     2 believe
     2 tremor
     2 cried
     2 disused
     2 jerky
     2 minute
     2 lisp
     2 try
     2 these
     2 sailors
     2 supposed
     2 closer
     2 accident
     2 racket
     2 rattling
     2 crossed
     2 lap
     2 really
     2 dutch
     2 yours
     2 evening
     2 flared
     2 dame
     2 huge
     2 bottom
     2 smell
     2 hope
     2 balf
     2 sea
     2 near
     2 dick
     2 turning
     2 sitting
     2 quick
     2 they'd
     2 gash
     2 man's
     2 begun
     2 jamb
     2 stiff
     2 turn
     2 notice
     2 nerve
     2 dropping
     2 messed
     2 great
     2 crook
     2 violence
     2 envelope
     2 smiled
     2 saturday
     2 chest
     2 herself
     2 onto
     2 lids
     2 trembled
     2 leaning
     2 gown
     2 hat
     2 captain
     2 questioned
     2 means
     2 bell
     2 decided
     2 fixed
     2 paper
     2 shoulders
     2 lush
     2 busy
     2 begin
     2 steady
     2 salt
     2 henry
     2 dave's
     2 quit
     2 honest
     2 besides
     2 laid
     2 gang
     2 gaze
     2 hint
     2 gandara's
     2 stewed
     2 wrists
     2 pachucos
     2 far
     2 gaunt
     2 pad
     2 standing
     2 and-
     2 edge
     2 l
     2 erect
     2 reason
     2 guys
     2 bodily
     2 greasy
     2 forget
     2 widened
     2 oozing
     2 hooded
     2 culver
     2 fine
     2 smiling
     2 men's
     2 utterly
     2 watch
     2 yourself
     2 line
     2 outside
     2 laugh
     2 policeman
     2 old
     2 slab
     2 wrapped
     2 hours
     2 laying
     2 sagging
     2 chubby
     2 pressed
     2 who's
     2 paused
     2 fairly
     2 pick
     2 blue
     2 moment
     2 system
     2 tightened
     2 brains
     2 red-haired
     2 crack
     2 hadn't
     2 run
     2 removed
     2 snapped
     2 several
     2 rest
     2 record
     2 blackjack
     2 lobby
     2 work
     2 swayed
     2 each
     2 goddam
     2 smile
     2 bird
     2 hardly
     2 happen
     2 covering
     2 handle
     2 bright
     2 reporter
     2 others
     2 sent
     2 yet
     2 collar
     2 women
     2 pattern
     2 mildly
     2 ever
     2 bum
     2 ready
     2 level
     2 corner
     2 dust
     2 nor
     2 looks
     2 rushed
     2 ought
     2 staring
     2 torn
     2 read
     2 gradually
     2 crime
     2 gently
     2 seem
     2 thompson
     2 fired
     2 investigation
     2 burn
     2 shop
     2 division
     2 drop
     2 high
     1 paws
     1 declared
     1 photograph
     1 smells
     1 fair
     1 booth
     1 blinds
     1 owned
     1 stifled
     1 just-well
     1 ashamed
     1 striking
     1 powder
     1 1
     1 lack
     1 wash
     1 hairdress
     1 joe's
     1 p
     1 crossing-light
     1 los
     1 roared
     1 personal
     1 hesitation
     1 meantime
     1 sweaty
     1 seconds
     1 set
     1 pious
     1 met
     1 sight
     1 perfect
     1 driven
     1 they'll
     1 regular
     1 unofficially
     1 object
     1 tumbled
     1 third
     1 folks
     1 thunder
     1 matchbox
     1 pulling
     1 chansta
     1 beams
     1 sulkily
     1 closely
     1 bleeding
     1 plain
     1 we'll
     1 thump
     1 knife
     1 mealy-mouthed
     1 testify
     1 tail
     1 fix
     1 booze
     1 taxes
     1 staggered
     1 oilstone
     1 meat
     1 risen
     1 listened
     1 glint
     1 tie
     1 clawing
     1 leading
     1 ruthless
     1 harsh
     1 loused
     1 monterey
     1 dresser
     1 bare
     1 disconnected
     1 objections
     1 gutty
     1 stooped
     1 downright
     1 untied
     1 spilled
     1 fast
     1 dare
     1 cigarettes
     1 stinks
     1 hire
     1 double-crossing
     1 ridiculous
     1 brick
     1 months
     1 rotting
     1 metal
     1 understand
     1 baby's
     1 move
     1 prophetic
     1 depressed
     1 enormous
     1 ocean
     1 bed
     1 red-hot
     1 jump
     1 theory
     1 reliable
     1 beautiful
     1 sullen
     1 cafe
     1 thick-set
     1 bleating
     1 stiffness
     1 living
     1 sticky
     1 concentration
     1 deadline
     1 smouldering
     1 order
     1 glowered
     1 tray
     1 d
     1 masochist
     1 jerks
     1 underneath
     1 child
     1 grown
     1 subtly
     1 boardwalk
     1 badge
     1 uncovered
     1 unaddressed
     1 cited
     1 drawing
     1 lying
     1 bone
     1 rubbed
     1 shiver
     1 throatily
     1 flailing
     1 palms
     1 pleasant
     1 cap
     1 swirled
     1 flicked
     1 sake
     1 lamplight
     1 curious
     1 nursery
     1 report
     1 cleanly
     1 louse
     1 3
     1 threads
     1 rocky
     1 smoothly
     1 ugly
     1 platform
     1 neither
     1 seen
     1 sometimes
     1 drag
     1 meet
     1 humor
     1 seaward
     1 concern
     1 screen
     1 arguing
     1 once-powerful
     1 deliberate
     1 22
     1 least
     1 less
     1 talker
     1 tall
     1 tasted
     1 devil
     1 budgie
     1 circle
     1 shirtsleeves
     1 twelve
     1 hurriedly
     1 leather
     1 burning
     1 leaving
     1 termed
     1 mob
     1 somehow
     1 film
     1 hitting
     1 loom
     1 flickered
     1 brush
     1 contemptuously
     1 suspect
     1 already-a
     1 kinds
     1 razor
     1 blows
     1 exhausted
     1 rapidly
     1 intense
     1 papa
     1 interests
     1 scratching
     1 shattered
     1 kids
     1 muttered
     1 lousy
     1 loud
     1 flea
     1 aggressive
     1 entered
     1 discovered
     1 stir
     1 hung
     1 conserve
     1 powerful
     1 chalk-colored
     1 wanted
     1 fainted
     1 desolate
     1 worth
     1 whip
     1 insolent
     1 dragging
     1 vanished
     1 scare
     1 sulphurous
     1 windows
     1 sneaking
     1 walls
     1 planes
     1 bedside
     1 1934
     1 forearm
     1 crying
     1 lighting
     1 veins
     1 littered
     1 number
     1 might-oh
     1 quentin
     1 heels
     1 therefore
     1 having
     1 charlie
     1 carried
     1 also
     1 asphalt
     1 tissue
     1 reaching
     1 mess
     1 testified
     1 damp
     1 fondly
     1 rush
     1 venomous
     1 spectacles
     1 awkwardly
     1 gentle
     1 pockets
     1 lenses
     1 shape
     1 dishonest
     1 evil
     1 scent
     1 forth
     1 staccato
     1 nervy
     1 shortly
     1 personality
     1 tremble
     1 sleepwalker
     1 that-
     1 dirt
     1 cry
     1 writhed
     1 alert
     1 boom
     1 useful
     1 steadiness
     1 pushing
     1 tailed
     1 band
     1 infinitely
     1 shallow
     1 pine
     1 wicked
     1 surfside-
     1 banks
     1 heading
     1 slapped
     1 twenties
     1 harshly
     1 searching
     1 kit
     1 suggestion
     1 flats
     1 socks
     1 policemen
     1 bet
     1 range
     1 dumb-and
     1 retirement
     1 and-that
     1 particularly
     1 effect
     1 perhaps
     1 backs
     1 reinforced
     1 learned
     1 aid
     1 malicious
     1 remarks
     1 dancing
     1 elaborate
     1 breast
     1 pinto
     1 swiftness
     1 definite
     1 nervousness
     1 lisping
     1 western
     1 inflectionless
     1 top
     1 somberly
     1 professional
     1 comfortably
     1 clipped
     1 contact
     1 should
     1 japs
     1 bar
     1 taught
     1 interest
     1 hide
     1 sliced
     1 hip
     1 scramble
     1 city
     1 slide
     1 messes
     1 impressed
     1 automatically
     1 houses
     1 curious-tell
     1 what'll
     1 everything
     1 narrow-eyed
     1 cripesake
     1 unreadable
     1 shrilly
     1 speaking
     1 mine
     1 let's
     1 swell
     1 involuntarily
     1 itself
     1 pants
     1 holster
     1 wrote
     1 frowning
     1 wood
     1 hate
     1 hypocrisy
     1 cases
     1 speak
     1 squeaked
     1 futility
     1 stirred
     1 writing
     1 drunks
     1 magnified
     1 packet
     1 illegally
     1 hoofs
     1 contained
     1 singing
     1 desperately
     1 gestured
     1 ears
     1 heaving
     1 pounded
     1 gashes
     1 lifting
     1 scrap
     1 somber
     1 testimony
     1 life
     1 sometime
     1 once-prominent
     1 avenue
     1 fist
     1 match-head
     1 squinting
     1 pressing
     1 spoke
     1 faintly
     1 doncha
     1 articles
     1 purple
     1 tinpot
     1 station
     1 wound
     1 trussed
     1 bait
     1 lived
     1 gunboy
     1 answer
     1 bad-luck
     1 sleepily
     1 speaker
     1 quitting
     1 hotels
     1 movement
     1 attempt
     1 manners
     1 built
     1 bulk
     1 worries
     1 central
     1 perfume
     1 swaying
     1 hollow
     1 nervously
     1 heart
     1 pillows
     1 engineering
     1 slowed
     1 footsteps
     1 examining
     1 colorless
     1 watchman
     1 cardboard
     1 promise
     1 sighing
     1 catlike
     1 protesting
     1 pieces
     1 block
     1 grow
     1 double
     1 shrillness
     1 rooms
     1 scowling
     1 pre-season
     1 among
     1 moist
     1 disastrous
     1 clink
     1 unmoved
     1 something-anything
     1 bleached
     1 private
     1 hello
     1 direction
     1 sewage
     1 kindness
     1 tight
     1 became
     1 stairs
     1 timber
     1 owe
     1 boy's
     1 he-he's
     1 bowed
     1 poisonous
     1 trampling
     1 precludes
     1 knuckles
     1 six
     1 whirlwind
     1 foolishly
     1 combine
     1 named
     1 intently
     1 pilings
     1 doubled
     1 killin'
     1 raised
     1 rimless
     1 pudgy
     1 space
     1 parts
     1 book
     1 wearily
     1 hollywood
     1 weeds
     1 surf
     1 pad-way
     1 offer
     1 breathe
     1 eyelids
     1 restless
     1 paving
     1 lowered
     1 pry
     1 swung
     1 celebrities
     1 fourth
     1 backward
     1 narrow-lidded
     1 scrawled
     1 mistreatment
     1 propped
     1 startling
     1 written
     1 warn
     1 spitting
     1 tinge
     1 within
     1 tearing
     1 points
     1 wants
     1 tongue
     1 rubbing
     1 condition
     1 trusted
     1 friend
     1 tarpaper
     1 spite
     1 they've
     1 spring
     1 remark
     1 locking
     1 doom
     1 inspected
     1 press
     1 incongruously
     1 background
     1 ground
     1 reached
     1 skeletons
     1 hairline
     1 malice
     1 uneven
     1 gloom
     1 yes
     1 sign
     1 coin
     1 pallor
     1 dime
     1 hardened
     1 names
     1 roughly
     1 forehead
     1 hard-eyed
     1 pipes
     1 repeated
     1 glow
     1 low
     1 nearly
     1 worrying
     1 bullet
     1 uncoordinated
     1 finally
     1 spoken
     1 cursed
     1 sunday
     1 tossing
     1 jap
     1 successful
     1 unemotional
     1 statement
     1 chisel
     1 clammy
     1 snarled
     1 marge's
     1 leave
     1 bunting
     1 wangle
     1 setup
     1 draperies
     1 lines
     1 amusement
     1 safety
     1 gold
     1 corded
     1 commit
     1 armpit
     1 vest
     1 sister
     1 works
     1 stomach
     1 she'd
     1 avoided
     1 accessories
     1 revolver
     1 shake
     1 cypress
     1 seriously
     1 chan-
     1 twenty
     1 doorways
     1 numb
     1 steadily
     1 silly
     1 seeing
     1 poking
     1 shapeless
     1 photostats
     1 fiercely
     1 slung
     1 everyone
     1 loaded
     1 tables
     1 matter
     1 treated
     1 local
     1 snicked
     1 unlighted
     1 drunk
     1 cracks
     1 stains
     1 flash
     1 heart-ribs
     1 happy
     1 partner
     1 spat
     1 reflection
     1 real
     1 flames
     1 secrets
     1 missed
     1 rushing
     1 else's
     1 relax
     1 abruptly
     1 pass
     1 nasty
     1 surfside-and
     1 dunes
     1 monday
     1 unsealed
     1 planning
     1 blur
     1 manhandling
     1 clutter
     1 up-
     1 self
     1 c'mon
     1 bills
     1 rather
     1 blistered
     1 save
     1 magnificent
     1 usual
     1 die
     1 2
     1 stating
     1 bonds
     1 insult
     1 hurts
     1 blame
     1 occupation-dust-blackened
     1 worn
     1 coal-oil
     1 dream
     1 whetted
     1 twitched
     1 many
     1 conceal
     1 fat
     1 hoarsely
     1 forceful
     1 san
     1 wincing
     1 dreaming
     1 two-thirds
     1 patient
     1 flashlight
     1 puzzled
     1 suspicious
     1 account
     1 soaked
     1 clearing
     1 rod
     1 too-down
     1 grimace
     1 shaken
     1 bud
     1 scrapheap
     1 unsteadiness
     1 effeminate
     1 kicked
     1 features
     1 dolly
     1 gutters
     1 our
     1 dusty
     1 crouched
     1 group
     1 soon
     1 wipe
     1 remembering
     1 barnacles
     1 patience
     1 particular
     1 neat
     1 ankle
     1 narrow
     1 everybody's
     1 highway
     1 vibration
     1 breathing
     1 sensible
     1 difference
     1 ends
     1 crossing
     1 someone
     1 telling
     1 flung
     1 states
     1 needed
     1 curved
     1 flurried
     1 nose
     1 off-beat
     1 halt
     1 ravages
     1 busted
     1 punishment
     1 stricken
     1 anyone
     1 giggled
     1 sober
     1 hiss
     1 nuts
     1 tilted
     1 marks
     1 insides
     1 punk
     1 griping
     1 ceiling
     1 crail's
     1 authorities
     1 stop
     1 waist
     1 information
     1 godsake
     1 punks
     1 doctor
     1 watchful
     1 clatter
     1 upon
     1 yellower
     1 fists
     1 stripes
     1 rat's
     1 reasonable
     1 strong
     1 matches
     1 c'hanning
     1 flat
     1 rapped
     1 mountain
     1 limping
     1 percentage
     1 nuh-uh
     1 lurid
     1 ink
     1 idol
     1 tucked
     1 harness
     1 originals
     1 stuck
     1 calculating
     1 were-
     1 i-
     1 ice-hard
     1 recognizable
     1 spreading
     1 company
     1 cheeks
     1 themselves
     1 jerking
     1 hanging
     1 middle
     1 ragged
     1 shouting
     1 cat
     1 halfway
     1 wake
     1 strangely
     1 label
     1 forced
     1 focus
     1 well-known
     1 undoubtedly
     1 settled
     1 display
     1 hopes
     1 stamped
     1 elephant
     1 scruffed
     1 buzzing
     1 hundred
     1 jaw
     1 upstairs
     1 frothing
     1 shining-
     1 involved
     1 friendly
     1 spilling
     1 liking
     1 ship
     1 sit
     1 greyness
     1 mad
     1 trying-
     1 bulletproof
     1 muzzle
     1 headquarters
     1 stacked
     1 unhappily
     1 towards
     1 fascination
     1 forefinger
     1 weakness
     1 fixation
     1 flashed
     1 streaming
     1 praying
     1 pay-offs
     1 blood-caked
     1 jammed
     1 possibly
     1 bombshell
     1 copper
     1 attached
     1 curling
     1 hesitated
     1 managed
     1 derisive
     1 scale
     1 best
     1 bared
     1 rot
     1 straggled
     1 bled
     1 crouching
     1 spike
     1 fallen
     1 heart-shaped
     1 camp
     1 blade
     1 mediocre
     1 ballroom
     1 obscurity
     1 such
     1 catch
     1 fun
     1 holler
     1 instantly
     1 kitten
     1 out-
     1 dying
     1 stretched
     1 corners
     1 fluted
     1 squeak
     1 shooting
     1 gang-torture
     1 words
     1 switched
     1 citizen
     1 drawer
     1 mentioned
     1 expressionless
     1 star
     1 pointed
     1 whisper
     1 brain
     1 rail
     1 efficiency
     1 returned
     1 haberdashery
     1 search
     1 apartment
     1 perspective
     1 guarded
     1 obstinate
     1 play
     1 hugely
     1 sinewy
     1 slack
     1 claw
     1 birds
     1 provocative
     1 type
     1 lonely
     1 naked
     1 guard
     1 faced
     1 pairs
     1 meeting
     1 roller
     1 knelt
     1 impassive
     1 krist-and
     1 robberies
     1 poor
     1 crazy-
     1 thighs
     1 horse
     1 person
     1 loaned
     1 absently
     1 dollar
     1 ankles
     1 emotion
     1 giant
     1 need
     1 rumdum
     1 knowing
     1 sickly
     1 fly-specked
     1 telephone
     1 swiftly
     1 sanctity
     1 habitual
     1 unless
     1 4-f
     1 fingers
     1 him-
     1 lightly
     1 whoever
     1 shaped
     1 shroud
     1 accusing
     1 darkness
     1 insolence
     1 tottering
     1 faint
     1 whimpered
     1 tawdry
     1 mask
     1 ominously
     1 odorous
     1 biggest
     1 plentiful
     1 pack
     1 listening
     1 war
     1 lip
     1 honey
     1 blazing
     1 you-not
     1 carrying
     1 husky
     1 course-
     1 hunched
     1 coaster
     1 angrily
     1 marble
     1 emery
     1 preaching
     1 kiddie
     1 humorless
     1 spotted
     1 lifted
     1 popgun-the
     1 crail
     1 brand
     1 grimly
     1 fussing
     1 heat
     1 ole
     1 bygone
     1 surface
     1 blow
     1 pearl-handled
     1 prove
     1 rhythm
     1 battered
     1 guessed
     1 hood
     1 them-and
     1 ringing
     1 liable
     1 ears-not
     1 sullenly
     1 beads
     1 crawled
     1 fairy
     1 clump
     1 citizens
     1 thick
     1 triangle
     1 signs
     1 home
     1 grab
     1 strap
     1 reek
     1 damage
     1 clenched
     1 memories
     1 pathetically
     1 smeared
     1 swing
     1 sing
     1 vicious
     1 love
     1 bootleg
     1 scarred
     1 miles
     1 gleefully
     1 accentuated
     1 womanhood
     1 reeled
     1 mixed
     1 finished
     1 proves
     1 searched
     1 foam-streaked
     1 hidden
     1 shots
     1 slamming
     1 clumping
     1 shambling
     1 slugs
     1 screeching
     1 conscious
     1 carnage
     1 thickened
     1 swelled
     1 moon
     1 dry
     1 warm
     1 hey
     1 dress
     1 livid
     1 folds
     1 needing
     1 pavement
     1 ring
     1 suit
     1 backwards
     1 disgusted
     1 cloth
     1 guns
     1 nails
     1 push
     1 whiskey
     1 hour
     1 loose
     1 night's
     1 born
     1 boss
     1 fumbling
     1 mccarthy
     1 gesture
     1 slugging
     1 eyesight
     1 transferred
     1 slapping
     1 angeles
     1 public
     1 stale
     1 taking
     1 patiently
     1 dangling
     1 floozie
     1 able
     1 dourly
     1 faces
     1 using
     1 hole
     1 cords
     1 knocking
     1 death-chair
     1 wooden
     1 grinning
     1 bullets
     1 pays
     1 crash
     1 apparently
     1 along-
     1 drooped
     1 tiny
     1 diapers
     1 automobile
     1 overheard
     1 sideways
     1 gotta
     1 boarded
     1 glittered
     1 glitter
     1 limp
     1 nightmare
     1 wadded
     1 mistakes
     1 swarthy
     1 gunsels
     1 obliquely
     1 hijacking
     1 anywhere
     1 scrambling
     1 mounted
     1 change
     1 stubbornness
     1 owlish
     1 peel
     1 bass
     1 wing
     1 familiar
     1 plunging
     1 wagon
     1 sort
     1 former
     1 sunk
     1 studio
     1 ask
     1 feminine
     1 wiry
     1 turns
     1 despondent
     1 window
     1 photographs
     1 apr
     1 ape
     1 headed
     1 that'll
     1 riffles
     1 sweetheart
     1 passionate
     1 slitted
     1 driving
     1 tried
     1 24
     1 wide-open
     1 lovely
     1 nineteen
     1 confusion
     1 senses
     1 club
     1 scowled
     1 glowering
     1 stiffened
     1 earnestly
     1 liar
     1 stifling
     1 completely
     1 short
     1 paid
     1 mack
     1 name
     1 gleaming
     1 taped
     1 stacks
     1 loosen
     1 starting
     1 huh
     1 immune
     1 leaped
     1 brown
     1 touching
     1 quarter
     1 transcript
     1 stupid
     1 powers-that-be
     1 community
     1 pair
     1 frowned
     1 success
     1 frisk
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  594 the
     447 and
     290 a
     259 he
     251 to
     221 was
     188 her
     181 his
     173 of
     162 it
     158 in
     136 i
     134 she
     128 you
     110 on
     109 danny
     105 him
     88 teddy
     88 that
     78 with
     76 said
     76 had
     70 there
     68 out
     67 but
     66 for
     64 frieda
     64 then
     62 at
     59 up
     54 were
     50 rieff
     47 like
     47 me
     44 mrs
     44 didn't
     44 have
     42 from
     41 into
     40 just
     40 they
     39 down
     39 went
     38 all
     38 face
     38 could
     37 so
     37 over
     36 back
     36 teddy's
     35 get
     35 eyes
     35 cicely
     34 what
     33 been
     32 if
     32 be
     31 about
     31 this
     31 danny's
     28 as
     28 came
     28 got
     28 suddenly
     28 them
     27 money
     27 voice
     27 door
     26 away
     26 do
     25 body
     25 hard
     25 hand
     24 now
     24 head
     23 go
     23 right
     23 don't
     23 did
     23 still
     23 against
     23 know
     23 not
     22 no
     22 here
     22 saw
     22 too
     22 police
     21 something
     21 woman
     21 time
     21 going
     21 dark
     20 i'm
     20 only
     20 my
     20 little
     19 behind
     19 he'd
     19 an
     19 dead
     19 long
     19 kill
     19 killed
     19 way
     19 one
     18 your
     18 off
     18 hands
     18 when
     18 want
     18 wasn't
     18 around
     17 knew
     17 girl
     17 looked
     17 through
     17 by
     17 or
     17 millie
     16 under
     16 throat
     16 feet
     16 who
     16 look
     16 why
     16 couldn't
     15 hair
     15 almost
     15 heart
     15 scared
     15 again
     15 made
     15 think
     14 running
     14 sure
     14 more
     14 big
     14 man
     14 wouldn't
     14 tight
     14 see
     14 across
     14 looking
     13 where
     13 turned
     13 waiting
     13 let
     13 blood
     13 would
     13 pits
     13 gun
     13 light
     13 heavy
     13 tell
     13 halstead
     12 place
     12 thayer
     12 enough
     12 bills
     12 inside
     12 slowly
     12 fear
     12 coming
     12 began
     12 softly
     12 house
     12 opened
     12 two
     12 very
     12 between
     12 though
     12 staring
     12 first
     11 both
     11 pretty
     11 you're
     11 any
     11 make
     11 stood
     11 mouth
     11 must
     11 because
     11 night
     11 we
     11 someone
     11 closed
     11 fingers
     11 hadn't
     11 felt
     11 collar
     11 before
     11 room
     10 can
     10 ran
     10 even
     10 chair
     10 hall
     10 how
     10 himself
     10 is
     10 trying
     10 old
     10 caught
     10 maybe
     10 might
     10 found
     10 take
     9 breath
     9 lying
     9 left
     9 roll
     9 heard
     9 come
     9 wanted
     9 sharp
     9 murder
     9 i'll
     9 stopped
     9 thought
     9 she's
     9 small
     9 people
     9 stone
     9 keep
     9 never
     9 than
     9 arrow
     9 much
     9 well
     9 killer
     9 afraid
     9 thick
     9 are
     9 took
     9 trees
     9 woman's
     9 anything
     8 white
     8 twisted
     8 gave
     8 miss
     8 garage
     8 low
     8 street
     8 she'd
     8 frieda's
     8 robe
     8 boy
     8 hungry
     8 stop
     8 else
     8 soft
     8 shot
     8 nothing
     8 blue
     8 rieff's
     8 kid
     8 ever
     8 mother
     7 hear
     7 that's
     7 shoot
     7 without
     7 toward
     7 mr
     7 lay
     7 help
     7 hate
     7 thinking
     7 silence
     7 half
     7 put
     7 used
     7 laughed
     7 blackmailing
     7 dropped
     7 beyond
     7 neck
     7 other
     7 moonlight
     7 standing
     7 porch
     7 brain
     7 choked
     7 aunt
     7 whispered
     7 animal
     7 run
     7 feel
     7 started
     7 full
     7 knees
     7 princess
     7 tried
     6 blackmail
     6 seemed
     6 hurt
     6 sharply
     6 give
     6 until
     6 cold
     6 blond
     6 sat
     6 broke
     6 vines
     6 pulled
     6 cried
     6 chance
     6 doing
     6 they'd
     6 alone
     6 say
     6 smiled
     6 fists
     6 last
     6 mean
     6 whisper
     6 apartment
     6 lights
     6 outside
     6 deep
     6 bright
     6 silk
     6 pin
     6 sort
     5 bad
     5 we'll
     5 four
     5 fast
     5 purse
     5 strength
     5 creek
     5 kind
     5 sirens
     5 seen
     5 least
     5 bus
     5 somehow
     5 somebody
     5 break
     5 pain
     5 falling
     5 son
     5 you'll
     5 moved
     5 grace
     5 business
     5 own
     5 millie's
     5 find
     5 wrist
     5 stairs
     5 cop
     5 hold
     5 bent
     5 lost
     5 fangs
     5 friend
     5 yes
     5 gold
     5 wilshire
     5 matter
     5 ear
     5 wrong
     5 quick
     5 man's
     5 after
     5 breathing
     5 herself
     5 screamed
     5 quietly
     5 wall
     5 paper
     5 shoulders
     5 pebble
     5 jaw
     5 what's
     5 bridge
     5 corpse
     5 lot
     5 forget
     5 thin
     5 things
     5 ankles
     5 working
     5 red
     5 anyway
     5 case
     5 cicely's
     5 i'd
     5 free
     5 women
     5 taking
     5 pocket
     5 quiet
     4 already
     4 arms
     4 they'll
     4 he's
     4 watching
     4 past
     4 move
     4 shadows
     4 wide
     4 tall
     4 died
     4 some
     4 ahead
     4 mind
     4 meant
     4 lie
     4 walls
     4 veins
     4 sound
     4 pockets
     4 chamber
     4 you'd
     4 stay
     4 perhaps
     4 note
     4 blackmailer
     4 black
     4 life
     4 arm
     4 it's
     4 will
     4 quite
     4 weren't
     4 tired
     4 you've
     4 attack
     4 secret
     4 queer
     4 pale
     4 shoulder
     4 done
     4 reached
     4 doesn't
     4 siren
     4 dazed
     4 held
     4 minute
     4 fell
     4 knob
     4 sister
     4 brought
     4 thing
     4 trouble
     4 better
     4 save
     4 gas
     4 dick
     4 god
     4 shaken
     4 its
     4 crouched
     4 scream
     4 stumbled
     4 onto
     4 crumpled
     4 flat
     4 next
     4 frightened
     4 hanging
     4 forced
     4 another
     4 haven't
     4 smooth
     4 automatic
     4 bony
     4 far
     4 boulevard
     4 golden
     4 wrapper
     4 handsome
     4 belly
     4 noise
     4 person
     4 hated
     4 does
     4 policeman
     4 car
     4 open
     4 morning
     4 moment
     4 twisting
     4 everybody
     4 home
     4 grab
     4 shivered
     4 second
     4 three
     4 knocked
     4 suit
     4 loose
     4 sent
     4 yet
     4 path
     4 always
     4 corner
     4 empty
     4 clear
     4 wore
     4 five
     4 helped
     3 wait
     3 address
     3 death
     3 proof
     3 la
     3 heavily
     3 dragged
     3 late
     3 sick
     3 listened
     3 tie
     3 damn
     3 description
     3 those
     3 pit
     3 metal
     3 jaws
     3 bed
     3 sullen
     3 whole
     3 boots
     3 choking
     3 awful
     3 fury
     3 shrank
     3 slashed
     3 struck
     3 rapidly
     3 blackmailed
     3 broken
     3 hasn't
     3 straight
     3 cops
     3 being
     3 crying
     3 furious
     3 cut
     3 swift
     3 cry
     3 wicked
     3 murders
     3 startled
     3 cat's
     3 tied
     3 brea
     3 flesh
     3 eye
     3 asking
     3 killing
     3 hide
     3 knee
     3 swear
     3 everything
     3 snarling
     3 weak
     3 oh
     3 terrible
     3 avenue
     3 care
     3 spoke
     3 slow
     3 beside
     3 family
     3 ago
     3 together
     3 built
     3 water
     3 close
     3 sweat
     3 knuckles
     3 sob
     3 doubled
     3 murderer
     3 shining
     3 wearily
     3 hollywood
     3 yelling
     3 temper
     3 walking
     3 steps
     3 ground
     3 believe
     3 locked
     3 sixth
     3 while
     3 bullet
     3 walked
     3 closer
     3 side
     3 balance
     3 barrier
     3 yelled
     3 glinting
     3 wheat-gold
     3 really
     3 real
     3 sleep
     3 stealing
     3 rather
     3 die
     3 blame
     3 yesterday
     3 lips
     3 kicked
     3 soon
     3 great
     3 there's
     3 probably
     3 fixed
     3 clothes
     3 upstairs
     3 crazy
     3 mad
     3 hurry
     3 rough
     3 lurched
     3 waited
     3 their
     3 easy
     3 reeds
     3 guess
     3 stretched
     3 days
     3 words
     3 use
     3 clouds
     3 fool
     3 cracked
     3 front
     3 few
     3 told
     3 poor
     3 hell
     3 need
     3 earth
     3 young
     3 darkness
     3 steel
     3 pressed
     3 blazing
     3 clump
     3 sense
     3 force
     3 swing
     3 cousin
     3 legs
     3 love
     3 feeling
     3 hardly
     3 moon
     3 cars
     3 cloth
     3 nails
     3 hour
     3 since
     3 glad
     3 dust
     3 change
     3 gripped
     3 floor
     3 gently
     3 shirt
     3 short
     3 name
     3 high
     2 gone
     2 sweating
     2 satin
     2 roared
     2 thickly
     2 set
     2 dug
     2 wet
     2 hot
     2 there'd
     2 foot
     2 fire
     2 handkerchief
     2 leading
     2 girl's
     2 harsh
     2 fraction
     2 throw
     2 shelter
     2 sheer
     2 months
     2 biting
     2 living
     2 order
     2 victims
     2 grown
     2 burst
     2 lashed
     2 palms
     2 rats
     2 ugly
     2 servant
     2 part
     2 knows
     2 park
     2 good
     2 tighter
     2 hit
     2 burning
     2 hitting
     2 glass
     2 kitchen
     2 carefully
     2 pounding
     2 carpet
     2 digging
     2 loved
     2 carroll's
     2 followed
     2 leaned
     2 different
     2 remember
     2 therefore
     2 heels
     2 lied
     2 asphalt
     2 hitch-hiked
     2 coat
     2 crashed
     2 pay
     2 damp
     2 papers
     2 awkwardly
     2 shape
     2 chuckled
     2 curlers
     2 twice
     2 midnight
     2 dirt
     2 slopped
     2 has
     2 desperate
     2 coarse
     2 strangled
     2 curtain
     2 policemen
     2 nodded
     2 sudden
     2 entrance
     2 malicious
     2 breast
     2 top
     2 should
     2 bunchy
     2 flannel
     2 men
     2 straggling
     2 bacon
     2 wiped
     2 threw
     2 speaking
     2 control
     2 pants
     2 below
     2 clues
     2 speak
     2 call
     2 strangling
     2 ears
     2 pounded
     2 weary
     2 showing
     2 clean
     2 upward
     2 scrap
     2 drive
     2 buy
     2 fist
     2 beginning
     2 brass
     2 slip
     2 smelling
     2 handful
     2 licked
     2 happened
     2 getting
     2 frame
     2 movement
     2 bulk
     2 footsteps
     2 naturally
     2 straining
     2 fairfax
     2 fare
     2 shadow
     2 muscles
     2 jumped
     2 whining
     2 tore
     2 tar
     2 eh
     2 beaten
     2 direct
     2 food
     2 summer
     2 prayed
     2 same
     2 motor
     2 gag
     2 breathe
     2 watched
     2 led
     2 boarders
     2 they've
     2 story
     2 aren't
     2 fragments
     2 called
     2 dime
     2 knotted
     2 click
     2 nearly
     2 fog
     2 these
     2 either
     2 instant
     2 whistle
     2 jerked
     2 us
     2 fountain
     2 numb
     2 seeing
     2 cat-eyes
     2 holding
     2 rug
     2 table
     2 recognize
     2 green
     2 missed
     2 shut
     2 nasty
     2 dully
     2 shock
     2 stuff
     2 downward
     2 hope
     2 rolled
     2 bruised
     2 fat
     2 talking
     2 ripped
     2 nightgown
     2 match
     2 bloody
     2 scuffing
     2 whirled
     2 turn
     2 our
     2 goes
     2 group
     2 groaning
     2 remembering
     2 particular
     2 narrow
     2 shrubs
     2 pocketed
     2 changed
     2 anyone
     2 ten
     2 insides
     2 fence
     2 slender
     2 hat
     2 doctor
     2 strong
     2 making
     2 viciously
     2 movies
     2 ragged
     2 cat
     2 busy
     2 steady
     2 cordon
     2 i've
     2 course
     2 sabre-tooth
     2 grabbing
     2 nobody
     2 besides
     2 pajamas
     2 skirts
     2 isn't
     2 weakness
     2 earl
     2 air
     2 jammed
     2 presently
     2 wrists
     2 bared
     2 pink
     2 evidence
     2 yard
     2 overgrown
     2 catch
     2 teeth
     2 angry
     2 showed
     2 shooting
     2 gurgle
     2 rail
     2 bushes
     2 niece
     2 above
     2 confess
     2 stumbling
     2 slack
     2 bit
     2 worked
     2 trashpile
     2 hard-boiled
     2 china
     2 knelt
     2 smelt
     2 fighting
     2 utterly
     2 knowing
     2 tears
     2 swiftly
     2 michigan
     2 wrapped
     2 unless
     2 hours
     2 wavering
     2 mask
     2 breathed
     2 grass
     2 carrying
     2 needled
     2 tightened
     2 dull
     2 places
     2 blow
     2 taylor
     2 guessed
     2 protective
     2 please
     2 clenched
     2 snapped
     2 careful
     2 rest
     2 driver
     2 terror
     2 work
     2 lock
     2 dumb
     2 attention
     2 rip
     2 tough
     2 sprawling
     2 tonight
     2 clever
     2 dry
     2 warm
     2 smashed
     2 clod
     2 till
     2 satan
     2 dim
     2 whimpering
     2 truth
     2 hole
     2 cords
     2 wooden
     2 crash
     2 lattice
     2 hammer
     2 swallowed
     2 anywhere
     2 shaking
     2 vase
     2 sunk
     2 torn
     2 baked
     2 once
     2 heavier
     2 sunset
     2 rear
     2 years
     2 picture
     1 nearest
     1 taken
     1 retching
     1 paws
     1 well-oiled
     1 glazing
     1 indrawn
     1 miserable
     1 splitting
     1 squatted
     1 knots
     1 1
     1 show
     1 condemn
     1 figured
     1 em
     1 final
     1 panel
     1 knowledge
     1 shakily
     1 obligations
     1 hesitation
     1 partly
     1 horns
     1 gracefully
     1 scrawl
     1 perfect
     1 driven
     1 flew
     1 drinking
     1 regular
     1 relief
     1 flustered
     1 tree
     1 stole
     1 palmed
     1 clamped
     1 pulling
     1 belong
     1 plain
     1 bleeding
     1 higher
     1 shag-haired
     1 stubble
     1 tad
     1 replaced
     1 dreamily
     1 dimly
     1 hasty
     1 criminal
     1 chilly
     1 thursday
     1 staggered
     1 attend
     1 splashes
     1 luck
     1 witnesses
     1 reared
     1 melted
     1 inevitably
     1 clawing
     1 temple
     1 trapped
     1 bare
     1 act
     1 cheek
     1 thrown
     1 stooped
     1 identified
     1 quiz
     1 prowling
     1 shows
     1 instinct
     1 dare
     1 tangle
     1 funnels
     1 investigate
     1 splashed
     1 dirty
     1 chunk
     1 curving
     1 cat-glitter
     1 dear
     1 understand
     1 passed
     1 simplifying
     1 harder
     1 inches
     1 eucalyptus
     1 relish
     1 prosperous
     1 buildings
     1 softness
     1 unshaven
     1 end
     1 dusting
     1 lurching
     1 glaring
     1 department
     1 wounded
     1 they're
     1 fiend's
     1 concealed
     1 confession
     1 wondering
     1 pungence
     1 underneath
     1 smoke
     1 child
     1 soundlessly
     1 jolted
     1 shortened
     1 pal
     1 experienced
     1 hardening
     1 finger
     1 drawing
     1 ornamental
     1 bone
     1 tenderly
     1 thundered
     1 voices
     1 crept
     1 priss
     1 plaster
     1 taut
     1 eight
     1 forward
     1 cap
     1 kansas
     1 welcome
     1 sake
     1 nursery
     1 creaky
     1 driveway
     1 3
     1 grease
     1 silently
     1 platform
     1 eyelid
     1 ruthlessly
     1 beds
     1 delegate
     1 cats
     1 cissy
     1 sweep
     1 grazed
     1 weighing
     1 golden-haired
     1 meet
     1 whipped
     1 numbness
     1 plenty
     1 elbow
     1 skull
     1 fascinating
     1 implied
     1 devil
     1 fiver
     1 martinet
     1 circle
     1 finding
     1 twelve
     1 science
     1 leather
     1 scraped
     1 tip
     1 mumbled
     1 scuffed
     1 aimlessly
     1 music
     1 playing
     1 engine
     1 lump
     1 dotted
     1 stiffening
     1 looker
     1 laughing
     1 razor
     1 blows
     1 accurate
     1 scribble
     1 paler
     1 bending
     1 weapon
     1 hallway
     1 funny
     1 frizzed
     1 evenly
     1 kids
     1 reluctantly
     1 loud
     1 vein
     1 hung
     1 lattice-covered
     1 worse
     1 lone
     1 polished
     1 dragging
     1 bordering
     1 abandoned
     1 bite
     1 subdued
     1 g'nigh'
     1 figure
     1 lanky
     1 may
     1 lamps
     1 walk
     1 wires
     1 number
     1 casualness
     1 eel
     1 surely
     1 numbed
     1 having
     1 suicide
     1 pivot
     1 stagnant
     1 carried
     1 admit
     1 scrape
     1 rangy
     1 emptiness
     1 slammed
     1 lent
     1 vaulted
     1 gentle
     1 camera
     1 somebody's
     1 outsider
     1 played
     1 dangerous
     1 evil
     1 north
     1 slices
     1 round
     1 punching
     1 quilted
     1 phone
     1 rustled
     1 grunted
     1 apart
     1 halstead's
     1 useful
     1 flower
     1 sentence
     1 rid
     1 nagged
     1 lined
     1 apple
     1 week
     1 minutes
     1 box
     1 sundown
     1 protruding
     1 heading
     1 grabbed
     1 slapped
     1 twenties
     1 chin
     1 pilled
     1 pelted
     1 curls
     1 agonizingly
     1 blindly
     1 jumping
     1 wailed
     1 drifting
     1 learned
     1 million
     1 flapping
     1 sore
     1 shrugged
     1 board
     1 guts
     1 god's
     1 shouted
     1 trigger
     1 picking
     1 keeping
     1 fight
     1 cans
     1 robbery
     1 puzzle
     1 sump
     1 shadowed
     1 pale-eyed
     1 helpless
     1 jigsaw
     1 slipped
     1 froze
     1 important
     1 wondered
     1 shrubbery
     1 mine
     1 let's
     1 forgive
     1 5
     1 itself
     1 stirred
     1 adam's
     1 whack
     1 he'll
     1 purplish
     1 short-faced
     1 shoved
     1 heaving
     1 sales
     1 whatever
     1 sculptures
     1 highbinder
     1 staggering
     1 lifting
     1 bubbling
     1 lesson
     1 flailed
     1 energy
     1 loomed
     1 pushed
     1 titter
     1 quicker
     1 shuddered
     1 faintly
     1 devotion
     1 focal
     1 lean
     1 threaten
     1 log
     1 girls
     1 changing
     1 chill
     1 hide-and-seek
     1 station
     1 trussed
     1 lived
     1 starving
     1 answer
     1 lucrative
     1 oil
     1 distance
     1 waved
     1 aside
     1 smothered
     1 decent
     1 faltered
     1 laughter
     1 rock
     1 stones
     1 trembling
     1 burned
     1 grumbled
     1 pleased
     1 shrilled
     1 fitted
     1 forgot
     1 hollow
     1 glittering
     1 trusts
     1 briskly
     1 intricate
     1 fall
     1 shrouding
     1 cabin
     1 stories
     1 forever
     1 reflective
     1 surged
     1 devil's
     1 sprang
     1 figuring
     1 succeeded
     1 curiosities
     1 catlike
     1 wheezing
     1 drawn
     1 realism
     1 passes
     1 crushed
     1 rooms
     1 net
     1 sprawled
     1 among
     1 threatening
     1 soap
     1 entrances
     1 nights
     1 private
     1 niece's
     1 arrest
     1 patrolman
     1 inch
     1 counterblow
     1 nice
     1 wide-braced
     1 coughed
     1 stillness
     1 hunting
     1 quilled
     1 bear
     1 whistles
     1 swarming
     1 six
     1 savagely
     1 bits
     1 feverishly
     1 license
     1 knot
     1 glints
     1 raised
     1 given
     1 contestants
     1 weeds
     1 slid
     1 fools
     1 branch
     1 motive
     1 urgent
     1 puppet
     1 balled
     1 furiously
     1 suppose
     1 drew
     1 motioned
     1 gap
     1 swung
     1 veiled
     1 sets
     1 backward
     1 foot-steps
     1 clearly
     1 startling
     1 alive
     1 actor
     1 covers
     1 rubbing
     1 myself
     1 taxi
     1 scapegoat
     1 bored
     1 asked
     1 straightened
     1 detective
     1 blew
     1 intersection
     1 nightmares
     1 wheeze
     1 milking
     1 swinging
     1 handkerchiefs
     1 true
     1 ogre's
     1 beneath
     1 spur
     1 raggedly
     1 solid
     1 sign
     1 tumbling
     1 hushed
     1 crowded
     1 point
     1 wail
     1 trap
     1 pull
     1 plodded
     1 hurled
     1 game
     1 glow
     1 raked
     1 door's
     1 dingy
     1 overdone
     1 drove
     1 ate
     1 knifing
     1 jutting
     1 back-muscles
     1 throaty
     1 can't
     1 flexible
     1 snarled
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 gotten
     1 lines
     1 amusement
     1 loneliness
     1 carry
     1 thunked
     1 stomach
     1 crumbly
     1 genius
     1 hang
     1 peaceful
     1 along
     1 shake
     1 untie
     1 lap
     1 jamming
     1 weaving
     1 slipper
     1 drawers
     1 noises
     1 snub-nosed
     1 strained
     1 rigid
     1 shrapnel
     1 bay
     1 wild
     1 miracle
     1 bench
     1 flattened
     1 swings
     1 loaded
     1 rustle
     1 tables
     1 jobless
     1 won't
     1 identify
     1 expose
     1 spend
     1 saying
     1 pear
     1 grounds
     1 wad
     1 thigh
     1 evening
     1 position
     1 rent
     1 happy
     1 pulse
     1 radiated
     1 obvious
     1 frighteningly
     1 flared
     1 narrowed
     1 blasted
     1 rob
     1 haltered
     1 rushing
     1 lest
     1 relax
     1 abruptly
     1 couch
     1 eating
     1 ache
     1 universe
     1 incriminating
     1 mate
     1 planning
     1 tightening
     1 cosmos
     1 elsewhere
     1 smear
     1 startlingly
     1 scrub
     1 breathless
     1 smell
     1 wolves
     1 key
     1 wrap
     1 who'd
     1 sport
     1 overstuffed
     1 2
     1 arcs
     1 prowl
     1 hurts
     1 sea
     1 worn
     1 dream
     1 mow
     1 silent
     1 tangled
     1 wailing
     1 popped
     1 murmured
     1 contraction
     1 ow
     1 wearing
     1 bulldog's
     1 snapping
     1 cat-like
     1 bison
     1 hoarsely
     1 hock
     1 flashlight
     1 intake
     1 shivering
     1 stiff
     1 clearing
     1 silenced
     1 later
     1 kept
     1 poured
     1 split
     1 where's
     1 agony
     1 dusty
     1 notice
     1 masculine
     1 stab
     1 radio
     1 dropping
     1 homeless
     1 reach
     1 softer
     1 squirrel
     1 bloodstained
     1 ankle
     1 lime
     1 difference
     1 putting
     1 hissing
     1 cattails
     1 flung
     1 curved
     1 lids
     1 fives
     1 bracelets
     1 expensive
     1 breasts
     1 start
     1 nod
     1 mirth
     1 cloudy
     1 stricken
     1 beat
     1 intent
     1 gown
     1 chummy
     1 ducked
     1 footing
     1 fatal
     1 shifted
     1 hooked
     1 garbage
     1 moaned
     1 bitterly
     1 mother's
     1 stuck
     1 crashing
     1 hi
     1 lately
     1 fate
     1 cheeks
     1 themselves
     1 carcass
     1 eat
     1 barren
     1 cables
     1 hiding
     1 boardinghouse
     1 needs
     1 missing
     1 reacted
     1 profit
     1 splinters
     1 shorter
     1 keen
     1 grey-haired
     1 settled
     1 who'll
     1 awfully
     1 irresolute
     1 studying
     1 posts
     1 doubling
     1 scooped
     1 filial
     1 parents
     1 waver
     1 scuffling
     1 okay
     1 questioning
     1 plume
     1 beasts
     1 carries
     1 nobody'd
     1 bedroom
     1 pool
     1 strange
     1 flashed
     1 prominent
     1 santa
     1 road
     1 praying
     1 prick
     1 ribs
     1 blonde
     1 stale-smelling
     1 brilliance
     1 hid
     1 diamond
     1 raced
     1 glare
     1 pencilled
     1 managed
     1 summoned
     1 exploded
     1 hydrangeas
     1 kindly
     1 clumps
     1 crouching
     1 folded
     1 anger
     1 blade
     1 especially
     1 profits
     1 stickily
     1 ballroom
     1 unfastened
     1 slacks
     1 musty
     1 such
     1 edge
     1 ancient
     1 fun
     1 harmlessly
     1 slanting
     1 cooling
     1 kindly-looking
     1 grinding
     1 monica
     1 daddy
     1 dying
     1 skillet
     1 reason
     1 sprinted
     1 demanding
     1 expressionless
     1 threatened
     1 pointed
     1 name's
     1 stick
     1 drugged
     1 hoarse
     1 harm
     1 pump-house
     1 grinned
     1 kissing
     1 bruise
     1 guarded
     1 gives
     1 play
     1 4
     1 fugitive
     1 cruel
     1 tremulously
     1 sinewy
     1 widened
     1 staying
     1 harmed
     1 timidly
     1 lonely
     1 check
     1 naked
     1 guard
     1 beard
     1 cruelly
     1 triumphant
     1 slippers
     1 spoils
     1 ground-sloths
     1 dancer
     1 roundhouse
     1 men's
     1 watch
     1 lucky
     1 poise
     1 dicky
     1 judge's
     1 yourself
     1 known
     1 anyplace
     1 absently
     1 childish
     1 raged
     1 dollar
     1 stunned
     1 emotion
     1 candid
     1 sputtered
     1 laugh
     1 set-up
     1 plopped
     1 barb
     1 mired
     1 kick
     1 happens
     1 palladium
     1 tens
     1 solely
     1 heartbeats
     1 stalling
     1 accusing
     1 painted
     1 faint
     1 sagging
     1 batch
     1 wiping
     1 blinked
     1 ominously
     1 who's
     1 listening
     1 war
     1 swelling
     1 blundered
     1 faintest
     1 pebbles
     1 dried-up
     1 joint
     1 curson
     1 faking
     1 kicking
     1 rotten
     1 mantel
     1 cage
     1 meal
     1 betrayed
     1 lifted
     1 risk
     1 calling
     1 grimly
     1 superman
     1 clicking
     1 stealthily
     1 strictly
     1 bums
     1 wheat
     1 clark
     1 bluff
     1 we're
     1 attract
     1 belts
     1 lolling
     1 trick
     1 battered
     1 ringing
     1 trace
     1 bougainvillea
     1 rope
     1 cheap
     1 hamburger
     1 cornered
     1 stupidly
     1 apartments
     1 innocence
     1 rock-like
     1 pent-up
     1 thoughts
     1 letting
     1 weakling
     1 signs
     1 couple
     1 er
     1 strain
     1 puffed
     1 boarder
     1 knicknacks
     1 hen
     1 steadied
     1 pergola
     1 jaunty
     1 several
     1 caution
     1 piteous
     1 keepers
     1 stable
     1 treat
     1 sheltered
     1 bound
     1 leg
     1 wishing
     1 thrashed
     1 canyon
     1 impotently
     1 miles
     1 service
     1 hopeless
     1 leaden
     1 wish
     1 backed
     1 loosed
     1 progress
     1 lovers
     1 sagged
     1 leverage
     1 ripping
     1 smile
     1 keys
     1 one's
     1 shots
     1 slamming
     1 incorporated
     1 outlined
     1 hitler
     1 bush
     1 imagined
     1 filthy
     1 conscious
     1 happen
     1 huddled
     1 skin
     1 warily
     1 gable
     1 churning
     1 acrid
     1 problem
     1 halos
     1 saw-edge
     1 strip
     1 groaned
     1 necklace
     1 dress
     1 dominated
     1 ring
     1 darling
     1 connected
     1 doctor's
     1 fossils
     1 grappling
     1 remembered
     1 double-cross
     1 believed
     1 glory
     1 others
     1 garages
     1 clay
     1 vaguely
     1 spot
     1 spread
     1 tramping
     1 lives
     1 territory
     1 fumbling
     1 wedged
     1 stripped
     1 savage
     1 willing
     1 prehistoric
     1 public
     1 pattern
     1 drawling
     1 day
     1 anyhow
     1 imagination
     1 landlady
     1 using
     1 stout
     1 signal
     1 tighten
     1 saddled
     1 this'll
     1 admitted
     1 creak
     1 chewing
     1 guessing
     1 swank
     1 chop
     1 tone
     1 moth
     1 pleasantly
     1 bullets
     1 apparently
     1 stream
     1 justice
     1 slanted
     1 dope
     1 store
     1 stony
     1 tiny
     1 dollars
     1 statue
     1 startingly
     1 level
     1 covered
     1 overheard
     1 sideways
     1 whoop
     1 gaping
     1 struggle
     1 wits
     1 humped
     1 dodged
     1 shook
     1 guy
     1 muddy
     1 longer
     1 glitter
     1 quickly
     1 finds
     1 brute
     1 seed-pearls
     1 step
     1 spill
     1 machine
     1 fences
     1 cartilage
     1 divide
     1 color
     1 jerk
     1 lungs
     1 instead
     1 exposed
     1 ask
     1 spread-eagled
     1 pure
     1 flabby
     1 silkily
     1 window
     1 scattered
     1 photographs
     1 landed
     1 relaxed
     1 drive-ins
     1 draw
     1 precautions
     1 spinning
     1 sang
     1 noticed
     1 crime
     1 lovely
     1 temples
     1 nineteen
     1 fooled
     1 scowled
     1 stiffened
     1 fired
     1 enlarging
     1 acting
     1 raise
     1 completely
     1 ccop
     1 kiln
     1 buried
     1 investigation
     1 sides
     1 huh
     1 shop
     1 mark
     1 swore
     1 stupid
     1 upset
     1 live
     1 scientists
     1 silencer
     1 coldwater
     1 chopping
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  578 i
     565 the
     456 and
     356 a
     277 was
     265 to
     248 of
     180 you
     178 he
     156 in
     142 it
     138 me
     125 on
     122 her
     116 she
     104 my
     98 with
     98 had
     97 said
     97 that
     91 but
     83 have
     80 out
     79 george
     76 at
     75 for
     69 didn't
     68 there
     66 him
     64 up
     64 were
     63 all
     62 everetts
     61 frances
     57 billie
     57 his
     52 got
     52 been
     50 back
     49 then
     46 went
     46 starke
     46 not
     45 fearon
     44 so
     43 like
     43 what
     43 could
     43 would
     42 or
     42 be
     40 about
     37 no
     37 did
     37 man
     37 down
     37 from
     36 go
     36 bradbury
     36 they
     35 if
     35 any
     34 see
     34 know
     33 don't
     33 get
     33 them
     32 right
     32 as
     32 is
     31 who
     30 when
     30 we
     30 just
     30 this
     30 over
     29 too
     28 way
     28 door
     27 i'm
     27 away
     26 looked
     26 do
     26 again
     26 very
     26 around
     25 where
     25 time
     25 knew
     25 came
     25 well
     25 now
     24 thought
     24 told
     24 one
     24 head
     23 sullavan
     23 through
     23 into
     22 why
     21 come
     21 off
     21 here
     21 wasn't
     21 think
     20 how
     20 still
     20 because
     20 going
     20 look
     20 maybe
     19 even
     19 your
     19 long
     19 let
     18 an
     18 more
     18 some
     18 men
     18 face
     18 find
     18 eyes
     18 i'd
     17 sure
     17 good
     17 kill
     17 began
     17 might
     16 both
     16 mr
     16 enough
     16 us
     16 saw
     16 little
     16 after
     16 lot
     16 are
     16 couldn't
     16 before
     15 that's
     15 rifle
     15 never
     15 other
     15 gun
     15 took
     14 can
     14 murder
     14 cops
     14 place
     14 thinking
     14 water
     14 car
     14 found
     14 looking
     13 heard
     13 hands
     13 asked
     13 dark
     13 hard
     13 coming
     13 front
     13 nothing
     13 dog
     13 caught
     13 hadn't
     13 two
     13 tell
     13 anything
     12 hear
     12 something
     12 left
     12 wanted
     12 wouldn't
     12 stopped
     12 married
     12 by
     12 course
     12 yeah
     11 under
     11 you're
     11 only
     11 turned
     11 dead
     11 cold
     11 put
     11 side
     11 want
     11 than
     11 last
     11 trying
     11 house
     11 feel
     11 started
     11 between
     11 room
     10 behind
     10 running
     10 pretty
     10 big
     10 hospital
     10 girl
     10 talk
     10 it's
     10 close
     10 myself
     10 billie's
     10 neck
     10 inside
     10 far
     10 shot
     10 hours
     10 open
     10 everybody
     10 which
     9 almost
     9 make
     9 everetts'
     9 nodded
     9 top
     9 sat
     9 while
     9 night
     9 street
     9 trouble
     9 really
     9 anyone
     9 i've
     9 morning
     9 couple
     9 always
     9 across
     9 picture
     8 gone
     8 prints
     8 seen
     8 seemed
     8 cut
     8 oh
     8 blond
     8 small
     8 finally
     8 either
     8 she'd
     8 thing
     8 there's
     8 much
     8 guess
     8 l
     8 police
     8 anyway
     8 light
     8 ever
     8 take
     8 floor
     7 ran
     7 already
     7 we'll
     7 george's
     7 woman
     7 somebody
     7 being
     7 vetch
     7 sparling
     7 has
     7 throat
     7 killing
     7 anybody
     7 silence
     7 tired
     7 hollywood
     7 body
     7 wife
     7 steps
     7 held
     7 along
     7 table
     7 wall
     7 okay
     7 safe
     7 outside
     7 hand
     7 window
     7 tried
     7 name
     6 death
     6 hot
     6 hair
     6 ahead
     6 mind
     6 give
     6 mrs
     6 help
     6 bigamy
     6 waiting
     6 everything
     6 downstairs
     6 black
     6 bathroom
     6 own
     6 happened
     6 will
     6 suppose
     6 must
     6 used
     6 called
     6 fell
     6 killed
     6 size
     6 better
     6 doing
     6 talking
     6 later
     6 kept
     6 turn
     6 besides
     6 crazy
     6 isn't
     6 road
     6 made
     6 tub
     6 few
     6 assistant
     6 opened
     6 leg
     6 three
     6 though
     6 shoes
     6 once
     6 noticed
     5 taken
     5 wait
     5 breath
     5 em
     5 white
     5 brad
     5 knife
     5 he's
     5 watching
     5 frank
     5 gave
     5 living
     5 m
     5 stood
     5 coat
     5 until
     5 should
     5 business
     5 feet
     5 together
     5 half
     5 hold
     5 same
     5 touch
     5 scared
     5 minute
     5 fog
     5 chance
     5 twenty-four
     5 wire
     5 alone
     5 our
     5 onto
     5 fishing
     5 probably
     5 paper
     5 else
     5 haven't
     5 santa
     5 air
     5 afraid
     5 gent
     5 monica
     5 closed
     5 suddenly
     5 mean
     5 things
     5 whispered
     5 case
     5 home
     5 boat
     5 pocket
     5 dogs
     5 woman's
     5 sort
     5 years
     5 high
     4 cool
     4 show
     4 rose
     4 they'll
     4 bad
     4 late
     4 handkerchief
     4 bare
     4 surprised
     4 without
     4 chair
     4 kind
     4 forward
     4 sometimes
     4 sand
     4 plenty
     4 hit
     4 drinks
     4 except
     4 hung
     4 sharp
     4 crying
     4 lieutenant
     4 round
     4 phone
     4 below
     4 call
     4 life
     4 every
     4 avenue
     4 care
     4 beside
     4 arm
     4 mouth
     4 ago
     4 smart
     4 lead
     4 whether
     4 wind
     4 i'll
     4 named
     4 pulled
     4 shoulder
     4 done
     4 story
     4 dicks
     4 locked
     4 try
     4 walked
     4 hang
     4 dropped
     4 yelled
     4 suspicion
     4 sleep
     4 concrete
     4 someone
     4 start
     4 voice
     4 most
     4 making
     4 against
     4 speedway
     4 marsh
     4 nobody
     4 sit
     4 early
     4 slowly
     4 standing
     4 nine
     4 reason
     4 brain
     4 search
     4 studied
     4 lights
     4 line
     4 tears
     4 red
     4 o'clock
     4 date
     4 animal
     4 thick
     4 record
     4 legs
     4 talked
     4 love
     4 lock
     4 landing
     4 warm
     4 wards
     4 canal
     4 cars
     4 weapons
     4 felt
     4 bradbury's
     4 day
     4 pacific
     4 town
     3 venice
     3 gray
     3 address
     3 figured
     3 p
     3 hedge
     3 set
     3 job
     3 sight
     3 he'd
     3 foot
     3 sick
     3 beach
     3 shoot
     3 divorced
     3 those
     3 bed
     3 end
     3 sorry
     3 underneath
     3 shaky
     3 wide
     3 forty-five
     3 voices
     3 meet
     3 devil
     3 died
     3 bus
     3 leaving
     3 glass
     3 leaned
     3 vanished
     3 may
     3 seattle
     3 walk
     3 question
     3 also
     3 cry
     3 bottle
     3 we'd
     3 charge
     3 rusty
     3 fellow
     3 lay
     3 learned
     3 sore
     3 shrugged
     3 fight
     3 readily
     3 bunch
     3 doors
     3 city
     3 knee
     3 mine
     3 pants
     3 wished
     3 reminded
     3 kraus
     3 freckled
     3 getting
     3 alibi
     3 seems
     3 hollow
     3 block
     3 double
     3 wrist
     3 quite
     3 tight
     3 sweat
     3 eh
     3 fifteen
     3 given
     3 stringer
     3 himself
     3 she's
     3 perfectly
     3 believe
     3 sign
     3 siren
     3 nearly
     3 low
     3 can't
     3 leave
     3 crossed
     3 times
     3 people
     3 ear
     3 keep
     3 holding
     3 shut
     3 sobbing
     3 card
     3 worn
     3 woke
     3 many
     3 wearing
     3 lips
     3 sitting
     3 san
     3 questions
     3 stiff
     3 particular
     3 9
     3 neat
     3 breathing
     3 telling
     3 hooks
     3 needed
     3 fence
     3 flight
     3 doctor
     3 flat
     3 stuck
     3 shoulders
     3 boys
     3 what's
     3 washington
     3 news
     3 their
     3 evidence
     3 edge
     3 use
     3 fool
     3 thin
     3 noise
     3 cracked
     3 check
     3 fingerprints
     3 yourself
     3 old
     3 fingers
     3 faint
     3 fairly
     3 honey
     3 somewhere
     3 tightened
     3 stand
     3 fisherman
     3 we're
     3 crack
     3 crawled
     3 japanese
     3 sense
     3 several
     3 hidden
     3 sullavan-with-an-a
     3 cover
     3 knocked
     3 joints
     3 dry
     3 deep
     3 bright
     3 francisco
     3 spread
     3 friends
     3 yet
     3 anyhow
     3 since
     3 empty
     3 shook
     3 nor
     3 anywhere
     3 sold
     3 gents
     3 staring
     3 pawley
     3 cigarette
     3 judy
     3 heavy
     3 desk
     3 paid
     3 comfy
     3 drop
     3 first
     2 fair
     2 owned
     2 wheel
     2 cooked
     2 fresh
     2 handling
     2 heavily
     2 yellow
     2 met
     2 accused
     2 musky
     2 scarlet
     2 groan
     2 fix
     2 fire
     2 cheek
     2 fast
     2 purse
     2 nervous
     2 murdering
     2 aching
     2 understand
     2 passed
     2 move
     2 earlier
     2 buildings
     2 angle
     2 they're
     2 shack
     2 burst
     2 lying
     2 demanded
     2 shiver
     2 loudly
     2 money
     2 blown
     2 sake
     2 sirens
     2 ugly
     2 starke's
     2 scalpel
     2 screen
     2 pet
     2 skull
     2 toward
     2 circle
     2 worry
     2 passing
     2 slept
     2 somehow
     2 hitting
     2 carefully
     2 playing
     2 alley
     2 ideas
     2 break
     2 weapon
     2 funny
     2 broken
     2 followed
     2 straight
     2 figure
     2 impatiently
     2 ah
     2 terrier
     2 remember
     2 therefore
     2 animals
     2 sound
     2 grable
     2 furious
     2 papers
     2 pain
     2 pockets
     2 shape
     2 north
     2 you'll
     2 rid
     2 week
     2 distant
     2 grabbed
     2 searching
     2 stay
     2 sudden
     2 flapping
     2 dancing
     2 eye
     2 keeping
     2 answered
     2 h-mm
     2 undivorced
     2 heaved
     2 let's
     2 stain
     2 wife's
     2 smock
     2 ticket
     2 singing
     2 easily
     2 whatever
     2 pushed
     2 neighbors
     2 fist
     2 beginning
     2 slow
     2 faintly
     2 slip
     2 mightn't
     2 station
     2 wound
     2 answer
     2 movement
     2 fuss
     2 hearts
     2 madder
     2 figuring
     2 court
     2 scowling
     2 shadow
     2 hello
     2 foyer
     2 stairs
     2 slick
     2 blood
     2 cop
     2 six
     2 asleep
     2 you've
     2 motor
     2 broadcast
     2 broke
     2 slid
     2 gag
     2 yelling
     2 queer
     2 gamble
     2 lost
     2 watched
     2 alive
     2 within
     2 blew
     2 admittance
     2 broad
     2 true
     2 yes
     2 laughed
     2 burlesque
     2 point
     2 suffer
     2 washbowl
     2 sneezed
     2 disinfectant
     2 sneaked
     2 brought
     2 listen
     2 sodium
     2 calm
     2 trust
     2 silly
     2 wild
     2 seeing
     2 matter
     2 won't
     2 fish
     2 saying
     2 marines
     2 position
     2 partner
     2 dunes
     2 submission
     2 rather
     2 smell
     2 die
     2 bath
     2 handled
     2 rolled
     2 dream
     2 handbag
     2 possibility
     2 say
     2 corn-yellow
     2 iron
     2 kicked
     2 its
     2 soon
     2 surgeon
     2 smiled
     2 piece
     2 scream
     2 instrument
     2 new
     2 calls
     2 electric
     2 stores
     2 marks
     2 quietly
     2 blind
     2 bell
     2 next
     2 uh
     2 pony
     2 cat
     2 mist
     2 busy
     2 sighed
     2 aspirin
     2 vivid
     2 jaw
     2 upstairs
     2 glanced
     2 ambulance
     2 another
     2 office
     2 killer
     2 latch
     2 possibly
     2 bled
     2 boulevard
     2 pink
     2 fear
     2 especially
     2 easy
     2 such
     2 yard
     2 catch
     2 floated
     2 angry
     2 dying
     2 stretched
     2 corpse
     2 pointed
     2 apartment
     2 forget
     2 type
     2 south
     2 afternoon
     2 culver
     2 georges
     2 river
     2 bathtub
     2 windy
     2 hunted
     2 watch
     2 known
     2 hated
     2 emotion
     2 need
     2 young
     2 policeman
     2 35
     2 unless
     2 happens
     2 mostly
     2 pressed
     2 paused
     2 breathed
     2 vacant
     2 main
     2 opening
     2 moment
     2 risk
     2 calling
     2 surface
     2 showdown
     2 touched
     2 east
     2 cages
     2 run
     2 badges
     2 rest
     2 foggy
     2 second
     2 bound
     2 service
     2 feeling
     2 dumb
     2 full
     2 finished
     2 tonight
     2 heel
     2 till
     2 tramped
     2 hook
     2 sun
     2 remembered
     2 cloth
     2 whiskey
     2 free
     2 hour
     2 sent
     2 willing
     2 women
     2 beer
     2 am
     2 taking
     2 creak
     2 bum
     2 glad
     2 mike
     2 ready
     2 covered
     2 knees
     2 looks
     2 step
     2 flow
     2 color
     2 curtly
     2 clear
     2 read
     2 headed
     2 bourbon
     2 lovely
     2 quiet
     2 seem
     2 raise
     2 short
     2 huh
     2 brown
     2 fur
     1 thicksoled
     1 motionless
     1 gloves
     1 exercise
     1 photograph
     1 uncertainly
     1 reminder
     1 booth
     1 headache
     1 bird's
     1 punctuated
     1 striking
     1 1
     1 banging
     1 lack
     1 attendant
     1 rusted
     1 y
     1 sign-posts
     1 surprise
     1 la
     1 immortal
     1 concave
     1 tap
     1 arms
     1 pile
     1 sees
     1 smudge
     1 sweaty
     1 b
     1 stiffly
     1 partly
     1 starter
     1 horns
     1 wonder
     1 dared
     1 dragged
     1 perfect
     1 vaccine
     1 flashing
     1 drinking
     1 autopsy
     1 relief
     1 wet
     1 third
     1 dodge
     1 pulling
     1 divorcing
     1 beams
     1 sulkily
     1 tidewater
     1 bottles
     1 plan
     1 fingernail
     1 piling
     1 sheet
     1 sweetness
     1 doorway
     1 unclean
     1 four
     1 starched
     1 tiptoed
     1 luck
     1 nonchalance
     1 marsh-side
     1 routine
     1 pneumonia
     1 jobs
     1 banked
     1 chances
     1 diamond-white
     1 morgue
     1 snipers
     1 harsh
     1 disconnected
     1 fraction
     1 stolen
     1 pico
     1 thrown
     1 stuffy
     1 spilled
     1 identified
     1 shows
     1 gate
     1 cigarettes
     1 description
     1 shopping
     1 tint
     1 jumpy
     1 one-thirty
     1 she'll
     1 hazy
     1 chunk
     1 buying
     1 months
     1 tricks
     1 law
     1 lacked
     1 inches
     1 blurted
     1 enormous
     1 overheated
     1 brother
     1 colt
     1 softness
     1 ocean
     1 medical
     1 jump
     1 trailer-sized
     1 beautiful
     1 fever
     1 strike
     1 gutter
     1 continued
     1 red-orange
     1 image
     1 unreal
     1 smudges
     1 draining
     1 coppery
     1 discharge
     1 wondering
     1 weed-grass
     1 eggs
     1 slumped
     1 pungence
     1 smoke
     1 comfort
     1 whole
     1 bull-butt
     1 cat-wail
     1 send
     1 pal
     1 thrusting
     1 boots
     1 sputter
     1 blackmail
     1 forlorn
     1 sulphuric
     1 bone
     1 actual
     1 everetts--heard
     1 masklike
     1 sweated
     1 audience
     1 folder
     1 splashing
     1 palms
     1 taut
     1 eight
     1 rats
     1 cross
     1 curious
     1 3
     1 sounds
     1 neither
     1 part
     1 confident
     1 knows
     1 drug
     1 stayed
     1 ill
     1 confused
     1 park
     1 armed
     1 hospital's
     1 frankly
     1 slimy
     1 seven
     1 shack's
     1 rode
     1 elbow
     1 less
     1 river's
     1 talker
     1 tall
     1 deserted
     1 tricky
     1 leather
     1 burning
     1 stagger
     1 mob
     1 handed
     1 ones
     1 kitchen
     1 laced
     1 lists
     1 brush
     1 basis
     1 strings
     1 barely
     1 pinkness
     1 five-thirty
     1 struck
     1 thunderstorm
     1 garage
     1 laughing
     1 pounding
     1 bending
     1 racing
     1 anchor
     1 apt
     1 carpet
     1 scraps
     1 sounded
     1 tiredly
     1 lipstick
     1 design
     1 lit
     1 betty
     1 kids
     1 hurt
     1 vein
     1 committed
     1 hag
     1 straps
     1 stabbed
     1 loved
     1 worse
     1 choice
     1 hasn't
     1 desolate
     1 indict
     1 alleys
     1 caress
     1 sharply
     1 flooding
     1 slits
     1 passions
     1 thin-edged
     1 masked
     1 baby
     1 lie
     1 cussed
     1 veterinary
     1 doubting
     1 walls
     1 leads
     1 lamps
     1 different
     1 hall
     1 blocks
     1 moisture
     1 clout
     1 population
     1 hut
     1 heels
     1 charlie
     1 makes
     1 floored
     1 asphalt
     1 sadder
     1 stranger
     1 sheds
     1 damp
     1 editions
     1 broadcasts
     1 slammed
     1 jam
     1 darn
     1 forbusiness
     1 finishes
     1 pussyfooting
     1 anonymous
     1 sam
     1 played
     1 swift
     1 comfortable
     1 falling
     1 forth
     1 chamber
     1 mae
     1 patched
     1 three-foot
     1 gee
     1 dripping
     1 twice
     1 tan
     1 short-handed
     1 tossed
     1 slopped
     1 light-colored
     1 string
     1 guarding
     1 clomped
     1 minutes
     1 beachfront
     1 hounding
     1 you'd
     1 hedging
     1 vouch
     1 stucco
     1 murders
     1 overlooking
     1 idiot
     1 dashed
     1 policemen
     1 stranger's
     1 particularly
     1 moved
     1 perhaps
     1 rey
     1 suggestive
     1 f
     1 brea
     1 access
     1 land
     1 lean-to
     1 lots
     1 flesh
     1 definite
     1 flooded
     1 laundry
     1 nature
     1 chant
     1 jungle
     1 race
     1 quart
     1 flanked
     1 asking
     1 del
     1 collars
     1 comfortably
     1 cain
     1 jailed
     1 taught
     1 sump
     1 hide
     1 build
     1 deader
     1 stare
     1 shadowed
     1 freezing
     1 houses
     1 doorstep
     1 physical
     1 indicated
     1 wiped
     1 threw
     1 power
     1 wondered
     1 speaking
     1 practically
     1 pleading
     1 including
     1 surgical
     1 5
     1 chilled
     1 hate
     1 create
     1 speak
     1 drink
     1 fights
     1 marry
     1 naw
     1 clip
     1 surrealist's
     1 heartbeat
     1 shoved
     1 post
     1 connection
     1 bearings
     1 rig
     1 weak
     1 inclosed
     1 lengthy
     1 bag
     1 damaging
     1 clean
     1 effects
     1 cards
     1 lug
     1 terrible
     1 tousled
     1 easy-going
     1 phony
     1 quicker
     1 spoke
     1 bucket
     1 log
     1 girls
     1 formed
     1 normal
     1 chill
     1 wells
     1 lived
     1 seat
     1 resentment
     1 oil
     1 contents
     1 slim
     1 right-hand
     1 aside
     1 frame
     1 belt
     1 any-i
     1 trembling
     1 expect
     1 pleased
     1 cursing
     1 sedative
     1 leaves
     1 heart
     1 glimpses
     1 unfamiliar
     1 poker
     1 colorless
     1 intricate
     1 fall
     1 cabin
     1 wheeling
     1 mercy's
     1 brutal
     1 ducking
     1 a'
     1 combat
     1 sobbed
     1 outer
     1 rooms
     1 year
     1 muscles
     1 moist
     1 crawling
     1 glimpse
     1 entrances
     1 jumped
     1 nights
     1 private
     1 rain
     1 nice
     1 weren't
     1 exactly
     1 thereby
     1 overhead
     1 blanket
     1 hunting
     1 angling
     1 vitamins
     1 clogged
     1 swarming
     1 istening
     1 placid
     1 finest
     1 larger
     1 alarm
     1 raised
     1 murderer
     1 smelled
     1 space
     1 chat
     1 hypotenuse
     1 book
     1 johnny-on-the-spot
     1 blazes
     1 dinner
     1 bolted
     1 frances'
     1 assure
     1 bawling
     1 mood
     1 rabies
     1 kidding
     1 chiseled
     1 bent
     1 swung
     1 veiled
     1 dunno
     1 fourth
     1 sets
     1 flatlands
     1 clearly
     1 tempers
     1 noon
     1 hitched
     1 flushed
     1 track
     1 wear
     1 bank
     1 bored
     1 friend
     1 that'il
     1 smaller
     1 soothingly
     1 spring
     1 peddling
     1 idea
     1 seamed
     1 glancing
     1 desolation
     1 shouts
     1 swinging
     1 ground
     1 reached
     1 argue
     1 leaf
     1 furnished
     1 moving
     1 spur
     1 solid
     1 aren't
     1 moccasins
     1 coin
     1 newspaper
     1 names
     1 cried
     1 performance
     1 forehead
     1 nesting
     1 pull
     1 clumsy
     1 briefly
     1 creased
     1 repeated
     1 c
     1 glow
     1 zilch
     1 training
     1 divorce
     1 dingy
     1 fiddle
     1 spoken
     1 courage
     1 squirm
     1 knob
     1 modernistic
     1 these
     1 drove
     1 right-angled
     1 loafer
     1 supposed
     1 fastening
     1 bitter
     1 closer
     1 germany
     1 passageway
     1 tendons
     1 wild-stallion
     1 instant
     1 over-warm
     1 simply
     1 half-interest
     1 traces
     1 racket
     1 glasses
     1 sunburned
     1 jumps
     1 blazed
     1 revolver
     1 jacket
     1 fearon's
     1 sergeant
     1 soul
     1 it'll
     1 cypress
     1 fought
     1 reddish
     1 belonged
     1 interview
     1 steadily
     1 with-an-a
     1 theatre
     1 industrial
     1 freckles
     1 giving
     1 lift
     1 identify
     1 sensed
     1 peg
     1 limped
     1 drunk
     1 stone
     1 venetian
     1 um
     1 climbing
     1 evening
     1 irrelevantly
     1 relieve
     1 building
     1 happy
     1 recognize
     1 green
     1 outfit
     1 real
     1 torch
     1 bakery
     1 bring
     1 leavy
     1 appreciate
     1 dog-wails
     1 people's
     1 eventually
     1 offered
     1 rushing
     1 male
     1 relax
     1 uneasy
     1 couch
     1 eating
     1 handcuffs
     1 excitement
     1 sticks
     1 loveliness
     1 boy
     1 coughing
     1 shock
     1 streets
     1 bills
     1 stuff
     1 cute
     1 hysterectomy
     1 key
     1 wrap
     1 gripping
     1 shaved
     1 gas
     1 today
     1 pigeons
     1 natural
     1 2
     1 half-lidded
     1 poised
     1 crystal
     1 dawn
     1 hungry
     1 perched
     1 sea
     1 smoking
     1 directory
     1 yesterday
     1 silent
     1 causing
     1 exclaimed
     1 twitched
     1 crushing
     1 orange
     1 operated
     1 veterinarian
     1 wrong
     1 hoarsely
     1 thirteen
     1 cupboard
     1 match
     1 puzzled
     1 spittoon
     1 angular
     1 rousing
     1 bloody
     1 pink-cheeked
     1 account
     1 they'd
     1 man's
     1 swept
     1 seldom
     1 score
     1 soaked
     1 possible
     1 gotham
     1 whirled
     1 split
     1 letters
     1 features
     1 crouched
     1 motion
     1 masculine
     1 impose
     1 stab
     1 forgotten
     1 corroborated
     1 dropping
     1 messed
     1 reach
     1 remembering
     1 barnacles
     1 neatly
     1 great
     1 undecided
     1 stall
     1 suspected
     1 cells
     1 ankle
     1 chasing
     1 highway
     1 cripe's
     1 opportunity
     1 stumbled
     1 difference
     1 crossing
     1 sheep
     1 herself
     1 takes
     1 streetcorner
     1 entirely
     1 buckle
     1 innocent
     1 screamed
     1 cutting
     1 obeying
     1 tilted
     1 ten
     1 punk
     1 gown
     1 sea-salt
     1 stop
     1 wakes
     1 diving
     1 ducked
     1 winter
     1 pestering
     1 gent's
     1 insisted
     1 upon
     1 victim
     1 spaced
     1 swaggering
     1 hooked
     1 means
     1 screaming
     1 inlet
     1 strong
     1 cleared
     1 john
     1 decided
     1 receiver
     1 fixed
     1 identity
     1 lately
     1 stagnancy
     1 blended
     1 frightened
     1 cheeks
     1 themselves
     1 flying
     1 odor
     1 hanging
     1 middle
     1 calmed
     1 ragged
     1 growled
     1 halfway
     1 slam
     1 clothes
     1 location
     1 hiding
     1 society
     1 focus
     1 likely
     1 fourteen
     1 dough
     1 steady
     1 necessarily
     1 unholy
     1 salt
     1 linoleum
     1 studying
     1 fond
     1 steamed
     1 skunk
     1 stockings
     1 neighborhood
     1 blurred
     1 quit
     1 runs
     1 questioning
     1 sprinkled
     1 soft
     1 row
     1 evidently
     1 headquarters
     1 roused
     1 phoned
     1 none
     1 abalones
     1 excitement's
     1 peacefully
     1 skirt
     1 breach
     1 automatic
     1 hid
     1 copper
     1 wrists
     1 dressing
     1 income
     1 manage
     1 waited
     1 best
     1 lumber
     1 drunken
     1 breaking
     1 camping
     1 uncomfortable
     1 crouching
     1 fog-smeared
     1 spit
     1 folded
     1 aboard
     1 fallen
     1 prevent
     1 anger
     1 golden
     1 windward
     1 denims
     1 pedestrian
     1 blade
     1 bother
     1 panted
     1 wiggle
     1 rolling
     1 blear
     1 ancient
     1 holler
     1 handsome
     1 grinding
     1 selfish
     1 filled
     1 days
     1 keeps
     1 muffled
     1 obediently
     1 clarity
     1 clothing
     1 seats
     1 queen
     1 mentioned
     1 thicker
     1 spent
     1 name's
     1 mutual
     1 actress
     1 conscience
     1 taste
     1 stonily
     1 jury
     1 grinned
     1 gain
     1 above
     1 4
     1 slack
     1 staying
     1 outward
     1 presence
     1 worked
     1 lonely
     1 melon
     1 naked
     1 faced
     1 meeting
     1 excuse
     1 marked
     1 wild-horse
     1 fighting
     1 poor
     1 smiling
     1 waking
     1 men's
     1 high-heeled
     1 bleary
     1 trailed
     1 vetch's
     1 person
     1 absently
     1 whirring
     1 stunned
     1 inconsiderate
     1 patting
     1 earth
     1 does
     1 streaky
     1 collecting
     1 laugh
     1 knowing
     1 cleaning
     1 difficult
     1 sickly
     1 lighted
     1 telephone
     1 drugstore
     1 pawleys
     1 patted
     1 apologetic
     1 sticking
     1 apologetically
     1 theatres
     1 wrapped
     1 kick
     1 during
     1 refusal
     1 darkness
     1 pumps
     1 painted
     1 dipping
     1 argument
     1 who's
     1 splash
     1 bundle
     1 listening
     1 carrying
     1 arcades
     1 bowl
     1 rotten
     1 pick
     1 pumped
     1 nerves
     1 blue
     1 saved
     1 drained
     1 cruising
     1 receiving
     1 angrily
     1 battery
     1 oak
     1 isolated
     1 spotted
     1 inner
     1 sooner
     1 visit
     1 eerie
     1 bluff
     1 places
     1 safely
     1 prove
     1 trick
     1 cooperate
     1 caliber
     1 vitality
     1 lounge
     1 cheap
     1 sullenly
     1 stared
     1 beads
     1 operation
     1 song-and-dance
     1 gaffed
     1 innocence
     1 whitened
     1 mexico
     1 raising
     1 cemetery
     1 triangle
     1 added
     1 clenched
     1 snapped
     1 fit
     1 awake
     1 shivered
     1 feature
     1 flashlights
     1 treat
     1 whose
     1 work
     1 tipped
     1 miles
     1 swirling
     1 ways
     1 whitefaced
     1 dillinger
     1 hopeless
     1 6
     1 penetrate
     1 army
     1 leaden
     1 each
     1 pillow
     1 wish
     1 attention
     1 lovers
     1 sagged
     1 motives
     1 weight
     1 sharp-bladed
     1 discover
     1 tough
     1 joe
     1 smile
     1 ripping
     1 excited
     1 nodding
     1 panic
     1 testing
     1 slamming
     1 kid
     1 streaks
     1 trees
     1 expensively
     1 skin
     1 clawed
     1 beefy
     1 blinking
     1 warrant
     1 avoid
     1 charging
     1 dilated
     1 rung
     1 elmira
     1 stuffed
     1 cyanide
     1 deeply
     1 countered
     1 pitch
     1 ring
     1 suit
     1 dullness
     1 backwards
     1 dames
     1 percheron
     1 tips
     1 trickle
     1 brushing
     1 others
     1 popcorn
     1 vaguely
     1 lives
     1 salespeople
     1 truth
     1 stripped
     1 sweatshirt
     1 operating
     1 trial
     1 vineyard
     1 controlled
     1 malevolently
     1 pattern
     1 gambler
     1 whiteness
     1 faces
     1 path
     1 broad-bladed
     1 hole
     1 pin
     1 mildly
     1 pleasantly
     1 easier
     1 apparently
     1 dressed
     1 pokes
     1 how'd
     1 store
     1 tiny
     1 dollars
     1 convince
     1 10
     1 automobile
     1 whoop
     1 struggle
     1 craned
     1 corner
     1 emphatically
     1 slightly
     1 grooves
     1 longer
     1 limp
     1 wadded
     1 sneak
     1 coast
     1 quickly
     1 otherwise
     1 daylight
     1 relatives
     1 expecting
     1 realization
     1 stretches
     1 instead
     1 ask
     1 client
     1 herd
     1 torn
     1 knives
     1 feminine
     1 tampered
     1 bell-please
     1 tiers
     1 school
     1 officer
     1 stepped
     1 paint
     1 wore
     1 mud-colored
     1 landed
     1 relaxed
     1 dome
     1 creases
     1 draw
     1 greyhound
     1 general
     1 gently
     1 scowled
     1 glowering
     1 stiffened
     1 massive
     1 sunset
     1 fired
     1 pump
     1 acting
     1 completely
     1 acid
     1 buried
     1 courtesy
     1 loyal
     1 ride
     1 overboard
     1 burn
     1 matinee
     1 rear
     1 sadly
     1 party
     1 live
     1 pair
     1 frowned
     1 handwriting
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  277 the
     198 i
     166 and
     160 a
     155 he
     103 to
     99 of
     98 was
     93 you
     93 it
     75 in
     72 his
     60 me
     54 up
     48 him
     46 there
     46 got
     46 kid
     45 that
     44 on
     41 muff
     40 like
     40 all
     39 said
     39 shriber
     39 but
     38 out
     35 with
     35 at
     33 for
     30 didn't
     28 know
     28 killer
     27 we
     26 get
     25 back
     25 way
     25 were
     23 what
     23 so
     23 around
     22 something
     22 down
     22 this
     20 went
     20 from
     19 my
     18 big
     18 too
     17 can
     17 don't
     17 had
     17 have
     17 one
     16 go
     16 about
     16 then
     16 could
     16 think
     15 you're
     15 do
     15 just
     15 over
     15 they
     15 them
     14 off
     14 looked
     14 when
     14 going
     14 look
     14 maybe
     14 guy
     13 no
     13 somebody
     13 would
     13 guys
     13 started
     12 gave
     12 sudden
     12 or
     12 little
     12 tell
     12 been
     12 door
     11 sure
     11 more
     11 broom
     11 time
     11 face
     11 wasn't
     11 other
     11 yeah
     11 is
     11 gym
     11 couple
     10 that's
     10 away
     10 your
     10 only
     10 heard
     10 some
     10 knew
     10 here
     10 ain't
     10 came
     10 again
     10 why
     9 if
     9 cops
     9 thought
     9 because
     9 laughed
     9 eddie
     9 say
     9 there's
     9 nobody
     9 two
     9 ring
     8 em
     8 kind
     8 any
     8 come
     8 funny
     8 anybody
     8 sat
     8 see
     8 much
     8 well
     8 work
     7 did
     7 turned
     7 bunch
     7 killer's
     7 hands
     7 it's
     7 myself
     7 used
     7 saw
     7 real
     7 never
     7 into
     7 guess
     7 front
     7 are
     7 take
     7 looking
     7 anything
     7 not
     7 room
     6 right
     6 he's
     6 where
     6 seen
     6 sometimes
     6 hit
     6 make
     6 business
     6 loft
     6 put
     6 while
     6 thing
     6 won't
     6 be
     6 gun
     6 hard
     6 their
     6 shot
     6 lot
     6 took
     6 i'd
     6 once
     6 head
     5 hear
     5 even
     5 he'd
     5 hot
     5 forward
     5 good
     5 kids
     5 straight
     5 man
     5 how
     5 wouldn't
     5 pushing
     5 place
     5 long
     5 stopped
     5 cop
     5 shoulder
     5 steps
     5 walked
     5 side
     5 shut
     5 against
     5 else
     5 office
     5 now
     5 star
     5 eyes
     5 stared
     5 everybody
     5 couldn't
     5 before
     4 fast
     4 end
     4 as
     4 pretty
     4 stayed
     4 plenty
     4 leaned
     4 gee
     4 shiny
     4 fight
     4 clean
     4 care
     4 dead
     4 cold
     4 moffatt
     4 happened
     4 answer
     4 i'll
     4 nice
     4 ackles
     4 wants
     4 through
     4 can't
     4 street
     4 by
     4 want
     4 who
     4 talking
     4 dark
     4 alone
     4 dough
     4 quit
     4 what's
     4 another
     4 okay
     4 far
     4 standing
     4 mean
     4 began
     4 smiling
     4 open
     4 landing
     4 tough
     4 light
     4 day
     4 always
     4 hand
     4 found
     4 sort
     4 floor
     4 name
     4 first
     3 i'm
     3 job
     3 gets
     3 fire
     3 those
     3 under
     3 smoke
     3 barney
     3 devil
     3 ahead
     3 alley
     3 hurt
     3 meant
     3 give
     3 champ
     3 you'll
     3 week
     3 box
     3 slapped
     3 moved
     3 lay
     3 word
     3 slug
     3 swell
     3 talk
     3 shoved
     3 oughta
     3 spoke
     3 ago
     3 own
     3 thanks
     3 close
     3 find
     3 still
     3 wind
     3 weren't
     3 weeks
     3 six
     3 yelling
     3 swinging
     3 scared
     3 pull
     3 minute
     3 killed
     3 these
     3 enough
     3 us
     3 building
     3 boy
     3 stuff
     3 wrong
     3 quick
     3 iron
     3 than
     3 after
     3 telling
     3 most
     3 boxing
     3 movies
     3 jittery
     3 escape
     3 ambulance
     3 besides
     3 soft
     3 haven't
     3 made
     3 showed
     3 reason
     3 things
     3 told
     3 does
     3 mostly
     3 canvas
     3 caught
     3 morning
     3 somewhere
     3 system
     3 run
     3 home
     3 rest
     3 tipped
     3 three
     3 each
     3 locker
     3 chain
     3 between
     3 ever
     3 tire
     3 ask
     3 tried
     3 desk
     2 ran
     2 sentimental
     2 wonder
     2 detached
     2 behind
     2 bad
     2 sick
     2 four
     2 hair
     2 watching
     2 understand
     2 an
     2 wide
     2 left
     2 worry
     2 ones
     2 laughing
     2 mind
     2 twitching
     2 wanted
     2 sharp
     2 being
     2 different
     2 fooling
     2 walk
     2 remember
     2 makes
     2 sound
     2 pay
     2 beating
     2 cry
     2 bottle
     2 throat
     2 minutes
     2 grabbed
     2 nodded
     2 pop
     2 sore
     2 eye
     2 top
     2 men
     2 crooked
     2 slipped
     2 threw
     2 girl
     2 he'll
     2 oh
     2 feet
     2 chump
     2 every
     2 slugged
     2 sky
     2 arm
     2 mouth
     2 together
     2 yell
     2 cigar
     2 let
     2 nights
     2 sweat
     2 blond
     2 doubled
     2 gonna
     2 raised
     2 broke
     2 shining
     2 dinner
     2 kidding
     2 louis
     2 pulled
     2 lockers
     2 dude
     2 pale
     2 walking
     2 reached
     2 believe
     2 sign
     2 apron
     2 aren't
     2 dime
     2 doesn't
     2 fell
     2 times
     2 yelled
     2 people
     2 drunk
     2 better
     2 keep
     2 humphrey
     2 doing
     2 nazarian
     2 smell
     2 they'd
     2 man's
     2 poured
     2 turn
     2 neck
     2 pictures
     2 smiled
     2 new
     2 start
     2 voice
     2 leaning
     2 beat
     2 wall
     2 fists
     2 cleared
     2 shriber's
     2 last
     2 next
     2 gray-haired
     2 churches
     2 hanging
     2 clothes
     2 i've
     2 flashed
     2 air
     2 best
     2 coming
     2 sap
     2 teeth
     2 days
     2 words
     2 fool
     2 gettin'
     2 noise
     2 hated
     2 car
     2 kick
     2 workout
     2 blue
     2 places
     2 motto
     2 yards
     2 pals
     2 sense
     2 feeling
     2 joe
     2 two-three
     2 hey
     2 handle
     2 suit
     2 often
     2 bright
     2 felt
     2 others
     2 loose
     2 though
     2 am
     2 deadpan
     2 faces
     2 grinning
     2 mike
     2 mother
     2 bogart
     2 change
     2 bigger
     2 clear
     2 town
     2 lessons
     2 huh
     2 years
     2 picture
     1 taken
     1 gray
     1 settling
     1 wait
     1 aaah
     1 gone
     1 miserable
     1 sweating
     1 show
     1 breath
     1 figured
     1 already
     1 danger
     1 sees
     1 deal
     1 gangster
     1 sight
     1 dragged
     1 both
     1 they'll
     1 third
     1 gall
     1 pulling
     1 lilies
     1 nuh
     1 swivel-chair
     1 age
     1 plain
     1 draft
     1 late
     1 we'll
     1 foot
     1 doorway
     1 blast
     1 system'
     1 handkerchief
     1 listened
     1 jobs
     1 chances
     1 leading
     1 iron-gray
     1 throw
     1 cheek
     1 sisters
     1 tangle
     1 purse
     1 picked
     1 dirty
     1 months
     1 metal
     1 past
     1 passed
     1 locked-up
     1 move
     1 personally
     1 bed
     1 jump
     1 ackles'
     1 sending
     1 beautiful
     1 without
     1 gutter
     1 chair
     1 they're
     1 kid's
     1 shadows
     1 slumped
     1 grown
     1 whole
     1 send
     1 good-naturedly
     1 pal
     1 banged
     1 urgin'
     1 easy-like
     1 lying
     1 special
     1 money
     1 awful
     1 bearcat
     1 blown
     1 sake
     1 hoping
     1 grease
     1 gangs
     1 part
     1 pete's
     1 weighing
     1 state
     1 rode
     1 red-faced
     1 heavy-set
     1 election
     1 notes
     1 almost
     1 toward
     1 died
     1 crowd
     1 leather
     1 liked
     1 hitting
     1 playing
     1 career
     1 older
     1 gymnasium
     1 caper
     1 glove
     1 sounded
     1 seemed
     1 loud
     1 zoot-suit
     1 hung
     1 earnest
     1 outa
     1 stood
     1 figure
     1 lie
     1 palookas
     1 windows
     1 walls
     1 may
     1 forearm
     1 ah
     1 blocks
     1 whacked
     1 siddown
     1 knock
     1 king
     1 stranger
     1 cut
     1 papers
     1 cash
     1 awkwardly
     1 puncher
     1 gentle
     1 page
     1 falling
     1 juke-box
     1 brassies
     1 round
     1 bulls
     1 grunted
     1 politely
     1 alert
     1 sentence
     1 rid
     1 sniffed
     1 le
     1 you'd
     1 footwork
     1 chin
     1 mobsters
     1 sunlight
     1 stay
     1 entrance
     1 learned
     1 lots
     1 definite
     1 certain
     1 asking
     1 clipped
     1 knucks
     1 bar
     1 hide
     1 waiting
     1 doors
     1 sweeping
     1 build
     1 curled
     1 knee
     1 shorts
     1 heaved
     1 corny
     1 mom
     1 wiped
     1 strong-arm
     1 wondered
     1 snarling
     1 needling
     1 mine
     1 let's
     1 pants
     1 hate
     1 packs
     1 call
     1 bonbon
     1 suits
     1 let'm
     1 comes
     1 buy
     1 muff's
     1 life
     1 lasted
     1 pushed
     1 uniformed
     1 explain
     1 quicker
     1 brass
     1 licked
     1 grin
     1 lived
     1 papered
     1 getting
     1 decent
     1 fire-escape
     1 shove
     1 thinking
     1 half
     1 grow
     1 jitterbug
     1 scowling
     1 jumped
     1 will
     1 somebody'll
     1 wrist
     1 quite
     1 stairs
     1 exactly
     1 stars
     1 fifteen
     1 blood
     1 toes
     1 hold
     1 same
     1 stuffing
     1 mount
     1 bowling
     1 malarkey
     1 space
     1 gag
     1 secret
     1 jail
     1 rents
     1 suppose
     1 must
     1 body
     1 washing
     1 backward
     1 clearly
     1 himself
     1 lost
     1 alive
     1 tablespoonful
     1 acted
     1 says
     1 asked
     1 scalp
     1 britches
     1 done
     1 they've
     1 idea
     1 drowning
     1 throwing
     1 moving
     1 solid
     1 uniforms
     1 names
     1 roughly
     1 bulb
     1 spar
     1 fancy
     1 game
     1 dozen
     1 held
     1 finally
     1 talkin'
     1 fuzz-tailed
     1 statement
     1 night
     1 catfooted
     1 supposed
     1 smelly
     1 closer
     1 palooka
     1 snarled
     1 glance
     1 tunnel
     1 kings
     1 loses
     1 whistle
     1 racket
     1 glasses
     1 stomach
     1 hang
     1 along
     1 listen
     1 bought
     1 pulpit
     1 revolver
     1 soul
     1 deaf
     1 seeing
     1 bench
     1 giving
     1 matter
     1 trouble
     1 really
     1 toss
     1 tires
     1 dutch
     1 window-sill
     1 rent
     1 table
     1 green
     1 partner
     1 missed
     1 unseeingly
     1 nasty
     1 blur
     1 twitch
     1 c'mon
     1 cute
     1 save
     1 groggy
     1 die
     1 fogged
     1 natural
     1 roll-top
     1 hill
     1 smoking
     1 fikes
     1 many
     1 flashy
     1 she
     1 planned
     1 sitting
     1 riding
     1 tangling
     1 bloody
     1 rod
     1 later
     1 kept
     1 kicked
     1 our
     1 neat
     1 narrow
     1 everybody's
     1 day's
     1 putting
     1 onto
     1 packing
     1 anyone
     1 sober
     1 nuts
     1 ceiling
     1 punks
     1 means
     1 weigh
     1 strong
     1 fight-game
     1 nosin'
     1 zoot
     1 seein'
     1 fighters
     1 company
     1 uh
     1 themselves
     1 shoulders
     1 light-heavy
     1 eat
     1 bounce
     1 non
     1 busy
     1 needs
     1 inside
     1 dig
     1 cocky-like
     1 apes
     1 upstairs
     1 barny
     1 cannon
     1 boys
     1 ash
     1 g
     1 gang
     1 none
     1 locomotive
     1 strange
     1 early
     1 gaze
     1 boarded-up
     1 july
     1 sammy
     1 not-too
     1 manage
     1 slowly
     1 breaking
     1 easy
     1 piled
     1 edge
     1 convenience
     1 closed
     1 choke
     1 dying
     1 notebook
     1 use
     1 corpse
     1 stick
     1 fading
     1 pennies
     1 softly
     1 search
     1 trying
     1 play
     1 smoky
     1 cracked
     1 few
     1 price
     1 smelt
     1 fighting
     1 watch
     1 lucky
     1 thighs
     1 yourself
     1 known
     1 nothing
     1 house
     1 need
     1 young
     1 cleaning
     1 lighted
     1 old
     1 hounds
     1 jigging
     1 neither's
     1 sticking
     1 batch
     1 squealin'
     1 steel
     1 who's
     1 dog
     1 listening
     1 lip
     1 breathed
     1 snickered
     1 sour
     1 joint
     1 jockey
     1 meal
     1 ma
     1 dukes
     1 calling
     1 brains
     1 stake-out
     1 candy
     1 we're
     1 prove
     1 extra
     1 thick
     1 grab
     1 sidewalk
     1 opposition
     1 hunt
     1 commission
     1 swing
     1 might
     1 shoving
     1 second
     1 scarred
     1 rooming-house
     1 attention
     1 pier
     1 weight
     1 full
     1 excited
     1 bucks
     1 customer
     1 hidden
     1 heck
     1 hardly
     1 edward
     1 janitor
     1 filthy
     1 breakfast
     1 tonight
     1 huddled
     1 knocked
     1 covering
     1 very
     1 warrant
     1 warren
     1 equipment
     1 till
     1 guy's
     1 steam
     1 cars
     1 deep
     1 sun
     1 trickle
     1 fault
     1 spread
     1 yet
     1 mauling
     1 sweatshirt
     1 beer
     1 taking
     1 using
     1 pocket
     1 knocking
     1 washroom
     1 overheard
     1 sideways
     1 knees
     1 corner
     1 boarded
     1 other's
     1 shook
     1 dust
     1 longer
     1 anywhere
     1 ought
     1 sweat-shirts
     1 sold
     1 skipped
     1 spill
     1 jitterbugs
     1 gamblers
     1 egg
     1 color
     1 staring
     1 sunk
     1 across
     1 cougar
     1 railroad
     1 sonny
     1 read
     1 stepped
     1 mama
     1 sweat-and-leather
     1 flop
     1 noticed
     1 quiet
     1 five
     1 fooled
     1 club
     1 scowled
     1 eats
     1 paid
     1 choynski
     1 dependin'
     1 cigars
     1 brown
     1 hips
     1 live
     1 pair
     1 frowned
     1 didn't'ja
     1 high
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  270 i
     209 the
     180 and
     130 a
     106 to
     98 he
     95 was
     88 me
     80 my
     79 you
     78 in
     76 her
     71 of
     62 it
     57 on
     52 his
     50 said
     48 she
     44 him
     44 up
     39 that
     39 out
     38 at
     36 with
     36 sheila
     35 but
     35 for
     32 get
     26 marty
     26 down
     26 didn't
     26 had
     26 over
     25 then
     24 like
     24 got
     23 don't
     23 all
     21 kid
     20 away
     20 still
     20 buckwald
     20 just
     20 again
     20 eyes
     20 couldn't
     20 not
     19 time
     18 tony
     18 from
     18 ma
     17 any
     17 have
     16 off
     16 looked
     16 could
     16 be
     16 door
     15 hit
     15 burke
     15 see
     15 went
     15 now
     15 they
     15 around
     14 no
     14 there
     14 gun
     13 good
     13 what
     13 way
     13 so
     13 hand
     12 go
     12 right
     12 back
     12 feet
     12 long
     12 when
     12 going
     12 want
     12 little
     12 wasn't
     12 were
     12 hard
     12 one
     12 guy
     11 can
     11 that's
     11 as
     11 your
     11 del
     11 it's
     11 put
     11 came
     10 if
     10 knew
     10 hands
     10 let
     10 because
     10 voice
     10 too
     10 is
     10 capper
     10 before
     9 more
     9 big
     9 face
     9 look
     9 into
     9 yeah
     9 think
     8 even
     8 white
     8 where
     8 about
     8 blood
     8 kill
     8 enough
     8 never
     8 know
     8 sap
     8 maybe
     8 started
     8 them
     8 been
     7 i'm
     7 under
     7 sure
     7 make
     7 some
     7 turned
     7 cold
     7 i'll
     7 stairs
     7 thought
     7 do
     7 through
     7 or
     7 shut
     7 we
     7 than
     7 beat
     7 this
     7 i've
     7 why
     7 standing
     7 guess
     7 took
     7 tough
     7 i'd
     7 across
     7 anything
     7 room
     6 something
     6 he's
     6 watching
     6 fast
     6 an
     6 left
     6 fight
     6 25
     6 slow
     6 thinking
     6 tired
     6 here
     6 scared
     6 can't
     6 by
     6 neck
     6 much
     6 nobody
     6 okay
     6 noise
     6 love
     6 three
     6 mother
     6 take
     6 looking
     5 breath
     5 behind
     5 we'll
     5 fire
     5 dirty
     5 chair
     5 stood
     5 cops
     5 coat
     5 human
     5 wouldn't
     5 moved
     5 tied
     5 black
     5 clean
     5 own
     5 close
     5 six
     5 touch
     5 shoulder
     5 used
     5 killed
     5 saw
     5 won't
     5 dame
     5 say
     5 after
     5 inside
     5 haven't
     5 tony's
     5 hell
     5 kissed
     5 car
     5 couple
     5 two
     5 pocket
     5 knees
     4 hear
     4 met
     4 hair
     4 damn
     4 understand
     4 woman
     4 did
     4 only
     4 heard
     4 toward
     4 funny
     4 wanted
     4 cry
     4 throat
     4 talk
     4 pushed
     4 beside
     4 buckwald's
     4 sat
     4 sheila's
     4 gonna
     4 must
     4 laughed
     4 while
     4 fell
     4 us
     4 table
     4 missed
     4 who
     4 onto
     4 against
     4 other
     4 isn't
     4 world
     4 flights
     4 easy
     4 coming
     4 softly
     4 snow
     4 stepfather
     4 climbed
     4 caught
     4 opened
     4 boss
     4 heavy
     4 head
     4 first
     3 ran
     3 sick
     3 throw
     3 picked
     3 past
     3 they're
     3 kid's
     3 you're
     3 stayed
     3 james
     3 come
     3 somebody
     3 hurt
     3 baby
     3 capper's
     3 how
     3 played
     3 top
     3 slug
     3 business
     3 hate
     3 oh
     3 anybody
     3 care
     3 mouth
     3 smart
     3 farm
     3 heart
     3 will
     3 stars
     3 hold
     3 groceries
     3 pulled
     3 watched
     3 wife
     3 swinging
     3 moving
     3 locked
     3 minute
     3 thing
     3 simple
     3 near
     3 lips
     3 alone
     3 goes
     3 flask
     3 hat
     3 flat
     3 shoulders
     3 clothes
     3 else
     3 tomorrow
     3 jaw
     3 muffler
     3 shot
     3 made
     3 guys
     3 grinned
     3 trying
     3 thin
     3 ankles
     3 outside
     3 red
     3 whispered
     3 open
     3 carrying
     3 stand
     3 are
     3 feel
     3 feeling
     3 dumb
     3 shots
     3 light
     3 knocked
     3 very
     3 loose
     3 fault
     3 always
     3 staring
     3 once
     3 window
     3 quiet
     3 tod
     2 gray
     2 figured
     2 arms
     2 job
     2 dragged
     2 both
     2 pulling
     2 he'd
     2 hot
     2 four
     2 handkerchief
     2 shoot
     2 running
     2 those
     2 she'll
     2 colt
     2 beautiful
     2 wondering
     2 pretty
     2 pal
     2 rubbed
     2 choking
     2 forward
     2 seen
     2 knows
     2 good-looking
     2 farmer
     2 hank
     2 almost
     2 shirtsleeves
     2 palm
     2 kitchen
     2 cripes
     2 holes
     2 leaned
     2 give
     2 being
     2 hall
     2 crying
     2 cut
     2 you'll
     2 has
     2 bottle
     2 minutes
     2 slapped
     2 sudden
     2 lay
     2 shrugged
     2 eye
     2 heads
     2 men
     2 doors
     2 wiped
     2 threw
     2 mine
     2 drink
     2 shoved
     2 life
     2 arm
     2 getting
     2 plug
     2 lead
     2 hearing
     2 hello
     2 tight
     2 stopped
     2 knuckles
     2 bouncing
     2 food
     2 same
     2 slid
     2 queer
     2 body
     2 himself
     2 alive
     2 myself
     2 walking
     2 cried
     2 low
     2 worrying
     2 side
     2 street
     2 she'd
     2 times
     2 dropped
     2 yelled
     2 married
     2 seeing
     2 matter
     2 ear
     2 keep
     2 better
     2 thigh
     2 holding
     2 eating
     2 carpets
     2 boy
     2 smell
     2 prime
     2 rolled
     2 many
     2 god
     2 hoarsely
     2 rod
     2 later
     2 kicked
     2 ain't
     2 telling
     2 new
     2 leaning
     2 nuts
     2 there's
     2 wall
     2 fists
     2 making
     2 next
     2 eat
     2 escape
     2 another
     2 sit
     2 crazy
     2 burke's
     2 hurry
     2 blonde
     2 wrists
     2 waited
     2 closed
     2 lot
     2 began
     2 apartment
     2 worked
     2 front
     2 things
     2 police
     2 told
     2 fighting
     2 watch
     2 horse
     2 sticking
     2 anyway
     2 honey
     2 blazing
     2 somewhere
     2 sofa
     2 trick
     2 cheap
     2 home
     2 sense
     2 force
     2 shivered
     2 plate
     2 legs
     2 second
     2 warm
     2 felt
     2 cushion
     2 between
     2 sidekick
     2 women
     2 ever
     2 bullets
     2 change
     2 hoodlum
     2 floor
     2 tried
     2 fired
     2 town
     2 paid
     1 taken
     1 wait
     1 id
     1 mild
     1 death
     1 meaner
     1 sweating
     1 powder
     1 show
     1 wheel
     1 thickly
     1 milk
     1 wet
     1 pinch
     1 third
     1 dodge
     1 husband
     1 testify
     1 doorway
     1 booze
     1 staggered
     1 girl's
     1 temple
     1 act
     1 cheek
     1 faster
     1 original
     1 meringue
     1 passed
     1 gave
     1 inches
     1 move
     1 union
     1 movie
     1 jump
     1 sending
     1 pilot
     1 without
     1 sorry
     1 whistled
     1 gunman's
     1 caree
     1 plans
     1 grown
     1 whole
     1 steal
     1 wide
     1 finger
     1 riddance
     1 punchy
     1 palms
     1 awful
     1 eight
     1 rats
     1 flicked
     1 sake
     1 class
     1 parked
     1 sirens
     1 ugly
     1 park
     1 whipped
     1 roll
     1 elbow
     1 scar
     1 less
     1 worry
     1 tip
     1 chewed
     1 rat
     1 mob
     1 somehow
     1 handed
     1 snowbank
     1 looker
     1 bending
     1 alley
     1 break
     1 glove
     1 racketeer
     1 tiredly
     1 untouchable
     1 happiness
     1 gunman
     1 sucked
     1 redheaded
     1 outa
     1 broken
     1 butcher
     1 murder
     1 bligh's
     1 figure
     1 man
     1 twist
     1 knobby
     1 different
     1 whacked
     1 knock
     1 test
     1 heels
     1 having
     1 makes
     1 sound
     1 tissue
     1 reaching
     1 mess
     1 dived
     1 furious
     1 packed
     1 gentle
     1 mrs
     1 gee
     1 spark
     1 pray
     1 pa
     1 phone
     1 until
     1 strangled
     1 pan
     1 hounding
     1 johns
     1 ice
     1 chin
     1 flats
     1 nodded
     1 jumping
     1 place
     1 clapped
     1 guts
     1 trigger
     1 keeping
     1 solemnly
     1 western
     1 quart
     1 barrel
     1 york
     1 pour
     1 everything
     1 behave
     1 mom
     1 dumb-looking
     1 girl
     1 speaking
     1 let's
     1 flowers
     1 t
     1 fights
     1 marry
     1 call
     1 colder
     1 hirty
     1 ears
     1 red-headed
     1 pawned
     1 chump
     1 bluegreen
     1 drive
     1 cast-iron
     1 concerned
     1 buy
     1 shades
     1 every
     1 taller
     1 avenue
     1 explain
     1 sky
     1 beginning
     1 spoke
     1 whammed
     1 ago
     1 silver
     1 facing
     1 smelling
     1 together
     1 toy
     1 wound
     1 grin
     1 lived
     1 happened
     1 gear
     1 gunboy
     1 answer
     1 frame
     1 hog
     1 glazed
     1 credit
     1 fuss
     1 alibi
     1 burned
     1 seems
     1 yell
     1 tend
     1 fall
     1 shrill
     1 deaden
     1 pieces
     1 half
     1 wove
     1 fifth
     1 block
     1 find
     1 rooms
     1 sprawled
     1 jumped
     1 thousand
     1 wind
     1 deserve
     1 inch
     1 nice
     1 compartmet
     1 coughed
     1 sweat
     1 traffic
     1 haymakers
     1 hunting
     1 slick
     1 wait'll
     1 coldness
     1 waste
     1 license
     1 knot
     1 explanation
     1 doubled
     1 crawl
     1 you've
     1 raspy
     1 given
     1 broke
     1 dinner
     1 dlan
     1 breathe
     1 cleaned
     1 faded
     1 bent
     1 swung
     1 lookin'
     1 rap
     1 wants
     1 rubbing
     1 she's
     1 hurrying
     1 slap
     1 says
     1 straightened
     1 done
     1 locking
     1 steps
     1 story
     1 handkerchiefs
     1 trailing
     1 yes
     1 aren't
     1 gunny
     1 called
     1 mary
     1 pinned
     1 doesn't
     1 twin
     1 pull
     1 clumsy
     1 game
     1 dazed
     1 hoops
     1 strapped
     1 try
     1 paraffin
     1 snap
     1 peace
     1 night
     1 drove
     1 either
     1 tent
     1 auto
     1 snarled
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 chance
     1 carry
     1 jerked
     1 hang
     1 brought
     1 along
     1 listen
     1 bought
     1 jacket
     1 soul
     1 graze
     1 it'll
     1 belonged
     1 numb
     1 trouble
     1 people
     1 identify
     1 really
     1 yours
     1 saying
     1 climbing
     1 building
     1 rent
     1 drain
     1 rug
     1 green
     1 poison
     1 bring
     1 specks
     1 icy
     1 scarecrow
     1 relax
     1 stinkin'
     1 dully
     1 doing
     1 coughing
     1 bottom
     1 scotch
     1 stuff
     1 lemon
     1 key
     1 overstuffed
     1 prowl
     1 card
     1 whispering
     1 spoiling
     1 furniture
     1 deadly
     1 smoking
     1 rib
     1 talking
     1 flashy
     1 wearing
     1 turning
     1 died-because
     1 sitting
     1 dark
     1 quick
     1 match
     1 mister
     1 they'd
     1 blasting
     1 man's
     1 stiff
     1 grocery
     1 iron
     1 where's
     1 its
     1 sparks
     1 soon
     1 reach
     1 sound-proofed
     1 breathing
     1 cripe's
     1 stumbled
     1 crummy
     1 needed
     1 nose
     1 screamed
     1 electric
     1 changed
     1 snooty
     1 marks
     1 ten
     1 insides
     1 punk
     1 coffeepot
     1 ceiling
     1 stop
     1 ducked
     1 quietly
     1 kicks
     1 unwinding
     1 hooked
     1 screaming
     1 rat's
     1 strong
     1 aw
     1 percentage
     1 striped
     1 paper
     1 stuck
     1 last
     1 i-
     1 handing
     1 38s
     1 rammed
     1 hanging
     1 grew
     1 soak
     1 slam
     1 dump
     1 focus
     1 positive
     1 highball
     1 galahad
     1 cannon
     1 quit
     1 what's
     1 ann
     1 besides
     1 soft
     1 mad
     1 laid
     1 bedroom
     1 38
     1 ribs
     1 jammed
     1 bony
     1 babe
     1 their
     1 far
     1 crouching
     1 spit
     1 folded
     1 cheekbone
     1 bandages
     1 rolling
     1 such
     1 edge
     1 catch
     1 groin
     1 bridge
     1 dying
     1 mud
     1 shooting
     1 use
     1 safe
     1 gettin'
     1 sheila-go
     1 forget
     1 play
     1 rags
     1 slack
     1 choked
     1 check
     1 cabbage
     1 cheesy
     1 smelt
     1 johnny
     1 yourself
     1 known
     1 dizzy
     1 nothing
     1 slum
     1 stocky
     1 stunned
     1 dame-but
     1 need
     1 does
     1 cup
     1 young
     1 working
     1 old
     1 wrapped
     1 kick
     1 treads
     1 hours
     1 fingers
     1 enjoying
     1 lady
     1 steel
     1 lapels
     1 pack
     1 listening
     1 fork
     1 lip
     1 snickered
     1 pity
     1 basement
     1 ambitious
     1 limy
     1 accidental
     1 places
     1 45
     1 we're
     1 blow
     1 prove
     1 blue-green
     1 cased
     1 stared
     1 negligee
     1 hadn't
     1 sane
     1 pistol-whipping
     1 everybody
     1 rest
     1 might
     1 leg
     1 each
     1 wish
     1 full
     1 bucks
     1 hardly
     1 happen
     1 heel
     1 covering
     1 skin
     1 joints
     1 moon
     1 beefy
     1 charging
     1 dress
     1 guy's
     1 steam
     1 tony'd
     1 suit
     1 dames
     1 dray
     1 guns
     1 kickbacks
     1 bags
     1 spot
     1 coward
     1 territory
     1 play-he
     1 white-haired
     1 collar
     1 pie
     1 stale
     1 taking
     1 day
     1 anyhow
     1 ma'
     1 knocking
     1 st
     1 pays
     1 store
     1 dodged
     1 squirmed
     1 empty
     1 limp
     1 woman's
     1 fuzz
     1 decency
     1 gunsels
     1 rushed
     1 anywhere
     1 ought
     1 step
     1 spill
     1 which
     1 instead
     1 sort
     1 drank
     1 spoil
     1 railroad
     1 paul
     1 untangle
     1 read
     1 stoolie
     1 that'll
     1 landed
     1 wherever
     1 gangster's
     1 driving
     1 awhile
     1 gray-eyed
     1 tell
     1 seem
     1 stiffened
     1 helped
     1 ma-don't
     1 ride
     1 quarter
     1 high
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  486 the
     449 i
     397 and
     297 to
     264 was
     230 a
     215 he
     200 it
     186 of
     165 you
     155 me
     147 said
     147 she
     147 in
     127 that
     100 on
     97 had
     91 her
     84 with
     80 my
     74 at
     72 his
     69 but
     63 out
     60 have
     58 up
     54 all
     53 brian
     52 what
     52 for
     51 justinian
     48 him
     48 marjorie
     47 not
     46 didn't
     46 so
     45 then
     45 got
     44 went
     42 be
     41 were
     41 know
     40 about
     39 no
     39 as
     39 there
     38 who
     37 back
     37 eddie
     36 they
     36 one
     35 down
     34 been
     33 could
     32 right
     31 this
     30 just
     29 if
     29 did
     29 we
     29 now
     28 go
     28 would
     28 is
     26 still
     26 around
     25 an
     25 any
     25 thought
     25 do
     25 way
     24 where
     24 looked
     24 see
     24 why
     23 don't
     23 time
     22 i'm
     22 like
     22 over
     21 when
     21 get
     21 again
     21 car
     21 door
     20 or
     20 eyes
     19 that's
     19 your
     19 you're
     19 man
     19 face
     19 going
     19 couldn't
     18 harding
     18 into
     18 too
     18 them
     17 can
     17 come
     17 turned
     17 thing
     17 came
     17 think
     16 something
     16 how
     16 knew
     16 by
     16 told
     16 two
     16 very
     16 tell
     15 more
     15 left
     15 hit
     15 wanted
     15 through
     15 well
     15 are
     14 carver
     14 long
     14 find
     14 killed
     14 saw
     14 than
     14 from
     14 look
     14 hickey
     14 sego
     14 head
     13 big
     13 somebody
     13 stood
     13 because
     13 night
     13 wasn't
     13 gun
     13 hard
     13 old
     13 across
     13 looking
     12 ingraham
     12 marjorie's
     12 make
     12 after
     12 found
     12 anything
     11 even
     11 already
     11 away
     11 off
     11 sat
     11 better
     11 want
     11 other
     11 made
     11 sheila
     10 justinian's
     10 carmen
     10 pretty
     10 faceless
     10 dead
     10 hands
     10 let
     10 here
     10 kill
     10 yes
     10 enough
     10 really
     10 never
     10 before
     10 room
     9 gone
     9 mr
     9 mind
     9 alley
     9 together
     9 put
     9 body
     9 can't
     9 brought
     9 along
     9 herself
     9 lot
     9 things
     9 house
     9 home
     9 day
     9 hand
     8 ran
     8 evers
     8 whole
     8 cut
     8 until
     8 mouth
     8 it's
     8 i'll
     8 himself
     8 friend
     8 asked
     8 done
     8 wife
     8 either
     8 walked
     8 side
     8 doc
     8 dark
     8 little
     8 course
     8 closed
     8 reason
     8 nameless
     8 porch
     8 began
     8 front
     8 known
     8 nothing
     8 took
     8 might
     8 joe
     8 clear
     7 behind
     7 gave
     7 sure
     7 some
     7 dave
     7 cops
     7 suicide
     7 men
     7 oh
     7 anybody
     7 must
     7 fordstown
     7 minute
     7 doing
     7 say
     7 onto
     7 there's
     7 last
     7 another
     7 suddenly
     7 forget
     7 does
     7 open
     7 hadn't
     7 run
     7 prioletti
     7 though
     7 shook
     7 first
     6 hot
     6 sick
     6 fast
     6 picked
     6 under
     6 sorry
     6 lying
     6 only
     6 almost
     6 seemed
     6 hall
     6 girl
     6 black
     6 cold
     6 own
     6 close
     6 quite
     6 nice
     6 stopped
     6 you've
     6 story
     6 while
     6 logging
     6 us
     6 trouble
     6 people
     6 greg
     6 shut
     6 much
     6 next
     6 haven't
     6 office
     6 world
     6 guess
     6 apartment
     6 afternoon
     6 poor
     6 anyway
     6 maybe
     6 three
     6 felt
     6 once
     6 window
     6 quiet
     6 town
     5 wait
     5 white
     5 autopsy
     5 bad
     5 watching
     5 running
     5 brother
     5 chair
     5 knows
     5 less
     5 murder
     5 give
     5 admit
     5 nodded
     5 help
     5 everything
     5 business
     5 important
     5 life
     5 arm
     5 ago
     5 getting
     5 became
     5 blood
     5 watched
     5 garden
     5 doesn't
     5 drove
     5 dropped
     5 happy
     5 talking
     5 sitting
     5 turn
     5 someone
     5 voice
     5 dew
     5 doctor
     5 likely
     5 i've
     5 involved
     5 okay
     5 air
     5 hickey's
     5 slowly
     5 far
     5 shot
     5 lake
     5 trying
     5 yourself
     5 young
     5 fingers
     5 steel
     5 morning
     5 please
     5 rest
     5 full
     5 roman
     5 since
     5 shoes
     5 take
     4 figured
     4 gambling
     4 both
     4 husband
     4 hair
     4 those
     4 understand
     4 past
     4 end
     4 miss
     4 without
     4 order
     4 they're
     4 hughie
     4 report
     4 liked
     4 followed
     4 figure
     4 being
     4 chief
     4 windows
     4 walk
     4 remember
     4 wouldn't
     4 phone
     4 has
     4 you'd
     4 place
     4 shrugged
     4 wondered
     4 mine
     4 call
     4 talk
     4 drive
     4 answer
     4 large
     4 hold
     4 same
     4 believe
     4 fell
     4 street
     4 married
     4 matter
     4 god
     4 alone
     4 possible
     4 kept
     4 stop
     4 boys
     4 quit
     4 what's
     4 isn't
     4 road
     4 moonlight
     4 waited
     4 easy
     4 mean
     4 play
     4 police
     4 fine
     4 hell
     4 person
     4 herald
     4 ringing
     4 opened
     4 feeling
     4 trees
     4 light
     4 i'd
     4 poisoning
     4 dim
     4 ever
     4 knees
     4 floor
     4 heavy
     4 tried
     4 desk
     4 name
     3 taken
     3 hear
     3 breath
     3 set
     3 job
     3 sight
     3 driven
     3 wet
     3 emperor
     3 late
     3 beaver
     3 bricks
     3 act
     3 brick
     3 bug
     3 move
     3 bed
     3 beautiful
     3 child
     3 folder
     3 park
     3 good
     3 heard
     3 plenty
     3 toward
     3 died
     3 wade
     3 break
     3 sounded
     3 worried
     3 murdered
     3 hospital
     3 different
     3 crying
     3 carried
     3 french
     3 throat
     3 minutes
     3 diamonds
     3 grabbed
     3 lay
     3 mighty
     3 killing
     3 should
     3 waiting
     3 word
     3 city
     3 houses
     3 doorstep
     3 center
     3 feet
     3 care
     3 family
     3 happened
     3 forgot
     3 minor
     3 year
     3 thousand
     3 weren't
     3 cop
     3 suppose
     3 pulled
     3 myself
     3 track
     3 shoulder
     3 detective
     3 reached
     3 laughed
     3 called
     3 held
     3 crank
     3 leave
     3 chance
     3 glasses
     3 trust
     3 seeing
     3 keep
     3 evening
     3 building
     3 holding
     3 sleep
     3 brown's
     3 wrong
     3 flashlight
     3 neat
     3 new
     3 bruises
     3 anyone
     3 beat
     3 hat
     3 making
     3 probably
     3 cheeks
     3 against
     3 else
     3 honest
     3 mad
     3 yeah
     3 hose
     3 best
     3 evidence
     3 coming
     3 edge
     3 afraid
     3 angry
     3 nine
     3 showed
     3 days
     3 bill
     3 noise
     3 imagine
     3 lights
     3 need
     3 tears
     3 tightened
     3 calling
     3 stared
     3 everybody
     3 couple
     3 lawyer
     3 careful
     3 feel
     3 unhappy
     3 started
     3 work
     3 miles
     3 limit
     3 hardly
     3 knocked
     3 cars
     3 yet
     3 friends
     3 between
     3 truth
     3 able
     3 corner
     3 nor
     3 ought
     3 step
     3 instead
     3 sort
     3 fired
     3 sides
     3 years
     3 brown
     2 gray
     2 fair
     2 death
     2 show
     2 danger
     2 wonder
     2 perfect
     2 regular
     2 twisted
     2 he'd
     2 we'll
     2 plan
     2 listened
     2 shoot
     2 he's
     2 lord
     2 surprised
     2 wanting
     2 shelter
     2 damn
     2 league
     2 cigarettes
     2 dirty
     2 whores
     2 harder
     2 personally
     2 department
     2 shadows
     2 creek
     2 kind
     2 burst
     2 wide
     2 money
     2 eight
     2 rang
     2 sounds
     2 neither
     2 seen
     2 meet
     2 pipe
     2 state
     2 file
     2 sego's
     2 somehow
     2 carefully
     2 kids
     2 except
     2 loved
     2 may
     2 rocked
     2 also
     2 mess
     2 papers
     2 marjorie-image
     2 pain
     2 badly
     2 north
     2 you'll
     2 grunted
     2 buddy
     2 apart
     2 cuts
     2 pennsylvania
     2 honestly
     2 scars
     2 socks
     2 moved
     2 startled
     2 million
     2 brian's
     2 fight
     2 top
     2 certain
     2 heads
     2 helpless
     2 sports
     2 threw
     2 let's
     2 complete
     2 he'll
     2 shoved
     2 opposite
     2 wished
     2 clean
     2 cards
     2 concerned
     2 rubber
     2 every
     2 pushed
     2 brass
     2 killers
     2 decent
     2 burned
     2 lead
     2 thinking
     2 water
     2 poker
     2 sic
     2 cabin
     2 carbon-monoxide
     2 eddie's
     2 drawn
     2 crushed
     2 inch
     2 usually
     2 stairs
     2 numbers
     2 knuckles
     2 weeks
     2 food
     2 vacation
     2 named
     2 explanation
     2 doubled
     2 motor
     2 gonna
     2 broke
     2 separate
     2 weeds
     2 investments
     2 paving
     2 queer
     2 backward
     2 she's
     2 prioletti's
     2 remark
     2 glancing
     2 shore
     2 used
     2 scared
     2 accept
     2 sign
     2 abrasions
     2 small
     2 locked
     2 fancy
     2 low
     2 finally
     2 sunday
     2 closer
     2 section
     2 simply
     2 hang
     2 won't
     2 local
     2 drunk
     2 curiously
     2 saying
     2 position
     2 table
     2 real
     2 country
     2 polite
     2 lice
     2 appear
     2 hope
     2 rolled
     2 simple
     2 furniture
     2 expected
     2 silent
     2 tangled
     2 wearing
     2 lips
     2 they'd
     2 questions
     2 beyond
     2 later
     2 proud
     2 engaged
     2 unassailable
     2 kicked
     2 our
     2 neck
     2 soon
     2 paying
     2 roads
     2 effort
     2 intend
     2 takes
     2 musclemen
     2 upon
     2 blind
     2 grudge
     2 bell
     2 decided
     2 middle
     2 society
     2 inside
     2 enemies
     2 sit
     2 besides
     2 reports
     2 laid
     2 mill
     2 wrists
     2 hesitated
     2 glare
     2 kindly
     2 their
     2 folded
     2 realized
     2 stumble
     2 such
     2 exhaust
     2 guys
     2 drawer
     2 threatened
     2 belly
     2 stick
     2 softly
     2 taste
     2 cruel
     2 type
     2 schuman's
     2 line
     2 unless
     2 o'clock
     2 beggar's
     2 whispered
     2 batch
     2 relative
     2 listening
     2 pity
     2 blue
     2 ambitious
     2 sofa
     2 accidental
     2 visit
     2 case
     2 haze
     2 smoked
     2 touched
     2 added
     2 removed
     2 sense
     2 force
     2 shivered
     2 bound
     2 gilbert
     2 service
     2 attention
     2 excited
     2 kid
     2 witness
     2 monoxide
     2 cover
     2 skin
     2 dress
     2 deeply
     2 remembered
     2 whiskey
     2 others
     2 born
     2 boss
     2 armchair
     2 circulation
     2 taking
     2 path
     2 admitted
     2 always
     2 parted
     2 covered
     2 rackets
     2 guy
     2 indicates
     2 realize
     2 color
     2 staring
     2 bigger
     2 ask
     2 stepped
     2 astonishment
     2 five
     2 club
     2 paid
     2 sleeping
     2 upset
     2 picture
     1 nape
     1 nearest
     1 load
     1 counted
     1 restful
     1 cool
     1 proof
     1 finality
     1 owned
     1 miserable
     1 ashamed
     1 reproach
     1 sweating
     1 enveloped
     1 joseph
     1 fresh
     1 rose
     1 surprise
     1 ghost
     1 gleam
     1 arms
     1 subdivided
     1 busily
     1 goon
     1 goings
     1 fainting
     1 girlish
     1 yellow
     1 partly
     1 horns
     1 met
     1 year's
     1 doll
     1 dolls
     1 hardings
     1 attach
     1 relief
     1 anxious
     1 third
     1 ultramodernistic
     1 pulling
     1 age
     1 bleeding
     1 loving
     1 there'd
     1 hug
     1 bosses
     1 mangled
     1 sheet
     1 necessary
     1 other-dimensional
     1 tail
     1 four
     1 fire
     1 fills
     1 attend
     1 experience
     1 luck
     1 witnesses
     1 wary
     1 girl's
     1 harsh
     1 dawning
     1 bare
     1 considerably
     1 stack
     1 downright
     1 astonished
     1 sheer
     1 leonine
     1 instinct
     1 damned
     1 nervous
     1 displeased
     1 respectable-looking
     1 pit
     1 law
     1 passed
     1 unavoidable
     1 enormous
     1 salons
     1 angle
     1 records
     1 splendid
     1 symbol
     1 living
     1 follow
     1 continued
     1 disorderly
     1 tense
     1 practice
     1 wondering
     1 jovial
     1 eliminate
     1 plans
     1 clown
     1 penny
     1 self-administered
     1 send
     1 pal
     1 banged
     1 lengthened
     1 demanded
     1 voices
     1 accidentally
     1 pleasant
     1 awful
     1 forward
     1 flicked
     1 hoof
     1 velvet
     1 sake
     1 method
     1 seclusion
     1 boss's
     1 curious
     1 hoping
     1 thousands
     1 parked
     1 tabs
     1 parking
     1 smoothly
     1 ugly
     1 confident
     1 iii
     1 unbelievably
     1 shocked
     1 drag
     1 comforts
     1 calendar
     1 humor
     1 whipped
     1 solved
     1 thickets
     1 grubbing
     1 elbow
     1 joke
     1 attitude
     1 least
     1 confidences
     1 tall
     1 finding
     1 invitation
     1 burning
     1 tow
     1 secondary
     1 handed
     1 ahead
     1 glass
     1 kitchen
     1 certainly
     1 middle-aged
     1 shou
     1 playing
     1 gorilla
     1 woods
     1 brush
     1 traitor
     1 factual
     1 slips
     1 selling
     1 ordinary
     1 mills
     1 resign
     1 northern
     1 loud
     1 indubitably
     1 discovered
     1 hung
     1 manner
     1 curb
     1 thickening
     1 write
     1 worse
     1 choice
     1 sharp
     1 co-operating
     1 pith-dark
     1 accomplished
     1 sharply
     1 underlings
     1 decide
     1 expectant
     1 emergency
     1 straight
     1 widower
     1 executive
     1 lie
     1 impatiently
     1 sneaking
     1 walls
     1 twist
     1 killings
     1 gravel
     1 brainless
     1 hurried
     1 casual
     1 number
     1 hamstrung
     1 brooded
     1 surely
     1 heels
     1 having
     1 wind-wing
     1 sound
     1 pay
     1 haphazard
     1 gray-faced
     1 meaning
     1 nut
     1 page
     1 pockets
     1 completion
     1 shape
     1 played
     1 dangerous
     1 falling
     1 forth
     1 lawyer's
     1 heartbreakingly
     1 spark
     1 twice
     1 ghoulish
     1 midnight
     1 cry
     1 coated
     1 rigged
     1 convincing
     1 bottle
     1 alert
     1 prostitution
     1 continue
     1 coarse
     1 sufficiently
     1 apple
     1 week
     1 charm
     1 qualm
     1 spatter
     1 livery
     1 confidence
     1 annoying
     1 we'd
     1 charge
     1 drops
     1 crumbled
     1 fellow
     1 feral
     1 personnel
     1 overlooking
     1 stay
     1 perhaps
     1 entrance
     1 low-growing
     1 placing
     1 terribly
     1 belongs
     1 facts
     1 guts
     1 god's
     1 shouted
     1 picking
     1 definite
     1 laundry
     1 note
     1 keeping
     1 solemnly
     1 bowers
     1 ruthlessness
     1 asking
     1 shrunken
     1 promised
     1 thick-necked
     1 usefulness
     1 him-self
     1 bar
     1 wrenched
     1 interest
     1 hide
     1 answered
     1 doors
     1 campaigner
     1 suspicions
     1 curled
     1 glistened
     1 findings
     1 grace
     1 slipped
     1 clients
     1 coins
     1 bend
     1 speaking
     1 gilt
     1 trucks
     1 including
     1 control
     1 itself
     1 holster
     1 studious
     1 below
     1 altered
     1 gut
     1 speak
     1 lover
     1 warned
     1 adam's
     1 writing
     1 filed
     1 caller
     1 details
     1 conversationally
     1 bathroom
     1 outcry
     1 hughie's
     1 connection
     1 lakelands
     1 whatever
     1 staggering
     1 weak
     1 tailors
     1 snake
     1 pains
     1 upward
     1 shamefully
     1 steel-trap
     1 slow-motion
     1 buy
     1 vague
     1 middle-western
     1 lasted
     1 terrible
     1 slugged
     1 junk
     1 fist
     1 uniformed
     1 explain
     1 sky
     1 beginning
     1 ignore
     1 beside
     1 faintly
     1 slight
     1 organized
     1 facing
     1 articles
     1 shins
     1 wound
     1 foolish
     1 wedge
     1 hugging
     1 dawned
     1 oil
     1 right-hand
     1 farm
     1 graveled
     1 frame
     1 glazed
     1 faltered
     1 ambition
     1 violent
     1 v
     1 farming
     1 hornrimmed
     1 expect
     1 seems
     1 pleased
     1 empires
     1 andforget
     1 leaves
     1 receded
     1 glittering
     1 sandwich
     1 nervously
     1 uncle
     1 furthermore
     1 naturally
     1 thoughtful
     1 whether
     1 neon
     1 sprang
     1 brutal
     1 enjoyed
     1 silence
     1 succeeded
     1 promise
     1 role
     1 greedy
     1 firsthand
     1 pieces
     1 half
     1 efficient
     1 belonging
     1 block
     1 grow
     1 double
     1 rooms
     1 decision
     1 we've
     1 among
     1 iee
     1 bleached
     1 jumped
     1 foul
     1 private
     1 contused
     1 will
     1 warning
     1 wrist
     1 whining
     1 tight
     1 coughed
     1 sweat
     1 exactly
     1 eh
     1 beaten
     1 strangers
     1 bowed
     1 direct
     1 six
     1 bouncing
     1 panicky
     1 summer
     1 waste
     1 slower
     1 intently
     1 lder
     1 guilty
     1 alarm
     1 raised
     1 murderer
     1 given
     1 shining
     1 ruddy
     1 connect
     1 space
     1 judgment
     1 corporation
     1 female
     1 schuman
     1 motive
     1 haggard
     1 grayish
     1 restless
     1 yelling
     1 single
     1 motioned
     1 bent
     1 sets
     1 clearly
     1 startling
     1 lost
     1 touch
     1 rented
     1 warn
     1 thirty-five
     1 within
     1 led
     1 wants
     1 depends
     1 pale
     1 walking
     1 bank
     1 coupled
     1 perfectly
     1 says
     1 scalp
     1 they've
     1 shouts
     1 steps
     1 true
     1 considerable
     1 leaping
     1 mirrors
     1 malice
     1 uneven
     1 ii
     1 moving
     1 afterward
     1 aren't
     1 grove
     1 outsmart
     1 influence
     1 floating
     1 dime
     1 looming
     1 curly
     1 immense
     1 administration
     1 sprightly
     1 pull
     1 briefly
     1 game
     1 vice
     1 potholes
     1 glow
     1 dozen
     1 briars
     1 plant
     1 fifty
     1 tacked
     1 dingy
     1 inhabit
     1 circled
     1 vain
     1 avenged
     1 cursed
     1 enemy
     1 fog
     1 these
     1 grieved
     1 supposed
     1 clock
     1 accident
     1 glance
     1 businesslike
     1 setup
     1 tunnel
     1 blank
     1 draperies
     1 lines
     1 troubles
     1 cloud-shaped
     1 carry
     1 commit
     1 certainty
     1 racket
     1 vest
     1 sister
     1 works
     1 she'd
     1 doorbell
     1 bought
     1 shake
     1 answers
     1 fought
     1 checked
     1 shield
     1 bedrock
     1 calm
     1 belonged
     1 twenty
     1 flattened
     1 interesting
     1 fiercely
     1 farther
     1 giving
     1 presupposes
     1 boyhood
     1 reader
     1 suspicion
     1 serious
     1 bragged
     1 cerebral
     1 feeding
     1 kneeling
     1 approximately
     1 primarily
     1 green
     1 reasoned
     1 pulse
     1 outline
     1 entertainment
     1 bring
     1 dame
     1 pass
     1 huge
     1 deliberately
     1 checks
     1 monday
     1 forearms
     1 boy
     1 incriminating
     1 streets
     1 wasting
     1 afford
     1 hairy
     1 rather
     1 recommended
     1 key
     1 save
     1 ingraham's
     1 magnificent
     1 area
     1 becoming
     1 preliminary
     1 charming
     1 poised
     1 prickly
     1 inherit
     1 blame
     1 deadly
     1 smoking
     1 dream
     1 near
     1 twitched
     1 operated
     1 planned
     1 escorted
     1 possibility
     1 suspicious
     1 bloody
     1 areaway
     1 account
     1 switch
     1 relation
     1 lashes
     1 score
     1 jamb
     1 soaked
     1 umpteen
     1 grocery
     1 length
     1 whirled
     1 insets
     1 where's
     1 decor
     1 conversation
     1 withdrawn
     1 its
     1 dusty
     1 goes
     1 crouched
     1 forgotten
     1 peacefulness
     1 risky
     1 particular
     1 bachelor
     1 smiled
     1 saturday
     1 narrow
     1 underlying
     1 everybody's
     1 vi
     1 sensible
     1 oughtn't
     1 crummy
     1 organizations
     1 unseen
     1 unfolded
     1 maid
     1 entirely
     1 flung
     1 needed
     1 curved
     1 branches-gambling
     1 nose
     1 conclusion
     1 start
     1 alarmed
     1 electric
     1 actually
     1 notch
     1 brambles
     1 daughter
     1 floors
     1 marks
     1 disturbed
     1 ten
     1 external
     1 businessman
     1 most
     1 layouts
     1 waist
     1 misery
     1 insistent
     1 wall
     1 quietly
     1 insisted
     1 absolutely
     1 requirements
     1 thoroughly
     1 reasonable
     1 strong
     1 bitterly
     1 palaces
     1 hysterical
     1 viciously
     1 flat
     1 calamity
     1 narrowly
     1 clubs
     1 paper
     1 smash
     1 stuck
     1 cooperation
     1 duty
     1 handing
     1 swans
     1 shoulders
     1 choose
     1 hanging
     1 movies
     1 grew
     1 shouting
     1 mist
     1 wake
     1 strangely
     1 busy
     1 ability
     1 shorter
     1 peculiar
     1 spell
     1 fond
     1 consider
     1 dave's
     1 stockings
     1 glanced
     1 females
     1 planted
     1 barny
     1 ambulance
     1 significance
     1 friendly
     1 visiting
     1 acres
     1 crazy
     1 headquarters
     1 ball
     1 gang
     1 anne's
     1 pool
     1 indecision
     1 strange
     1 peered
     1 skirt
     1 whimper
     1 rough
     1 respectable
     1 talkative
     1 gaze
     1 flights
     1 various
     1 gagged
     1 possibly
     1 errand
     1 functional
     1 hers
     1 radiate
     1 pleasure
     1 sympathetic
     1 impulse
     1 error
     1 clicked
     1 managed
     1 quivering
     1 breaking
     1 cheekbone
     1 prevent
     1 brows
     1 camp
     1 fear
     1 standing
     1 follow-up
     1 bother
     1 dialed
     1 trouser
     1 rolling
     1 current
     1 catch
     1 fun
     1 bottoms
     1 choices
     1 member
     1 patch
     1 hesitant
     1 instantly
     1 handsome
     1 coiled
     1 filled
     1 sickness
     1 dying
     1 reaction
     1 corners
     1 keeps
     1 drapes
     1 lay-outs
     1 words
     1 use
     1 identifying
     1 alongside
     1 filling
     1 switched
     1 junior
     1 queen
     1 bird-of-prey
     1 mentioned
     1 washrag
     1 safe
     1 fool
     1 thicker
     1 spent
     1 mutual
     1 brain
     1 rail
     1 curiosity
     1 conscience
     1 returned
     1 kissing
     1 bruise
     1 piano
     1 search
     1 niece
     1 above
     1 matters
     1 carmen's
     1 seams
     1 briar
     1 choked
     1 claw
     1 ended
     1 check
     1 south
     1 meeting
     1 marked
     1 few
     1 smiling
     1 men's
     1 high-heeled
     1 watch
     1 horse
     1 ham
     1 dizzy
     1 hated
     1 fiction
     1 rage
     1 stairwell
     1 stunned
     1 ankles
     1 emotion
     1 reflecting
     1 outside
     1 laugh
     1 working
     1 cleaning
     1 telephone
     1 period
     1 transported
     1 sticking
     1 physician
     1 sue
     1 spun
     1 bothering
     1 happens
     1 hours
     1 agree
     1 wavering
     1 whoever
     1 pitying
     1 greatly
     1 accusing
     1 laying
     1 faint
     1 slightest
     1 wreck
     1 appendix
     1 whimpered
     1 comings
     1 ominously
     1 who's
     1 biggest
     1 paused
     1 twenty-minute
     1 fairly
     1 lip
     1 breathed
     1 caught
     1 according
     1 loitering
     1 main
     1 hunched
     1 opening
     1 marble
     1 moment
     1 month
     1 stand
     1 risk
     1 brains
     1 heat
     1 rank
     1 inner
     1 sooner
     1 we're
     1 trick
     1 animal
     1 guessed
     1 hood
     1 dreary
     1 extra
     1 cornered
     1 chain-smoking
     1 understood
     1 thick
     1 thoughts
     1 squawk
     1 clenched
     1 unpaved
     1 steadied
     1 become
     1 entering
     1 several
     1 believing
     1 feature
     1 mile
     1 legs
     1 talked
     1 second
     1 love
     1 rods
     1 co-operative
     1 tipped
     1 landing
     1 fordstown's
     1 horror
     1 wish
     1 void
     1 backed
     1 structures
     1 mixed
     1 discover
     1 finished
     1 realistic
     1 keys
     1 boat
     1 doubt
     1 accompanied
     1 speech
     1 ashtray
     1 typewriter
     1 wooded
     1 rutted
     1 conscious
     1 reasons
     1 tonight
     1 happen
     1 slob
     1 loitered
     1 grim
     1 embarrasing
     1 earsplitting
     1 moon
     1 problem
     1 dry
     1 warm
     1 feels
     1 demand
     1 till
     1 dames
     1 sun
     1 frowsy
     1 uncle's
     1 guns
     1 bright
     1 fascinated
     1 reporter
     1 believed
     1 free
     1 rich
     1 hour
     1 sent
     1 fault
     1 spot
     1 spread
     1 hike
     1 heist
     1 coward
     1 rack
     1 willing
     1 fake
     1 silk
     1 women
     1 am
     1 marge
     1 faces
     1 using
     1 pin
     1 away--or
     1 sale
     1 distinguished-looking
     1 dogs
     1 chop
     1 babbling
     1 dressed
     1 justice
     1 store
     1 stony
     1 dollars
     1 convince
     1 conscience-stricken
     1 sideways
     1 borrow
     1 struggle
     1 wits
     1 two-anda-half-story
     1 slightly
     1 empty
     1 dust
     1 glitter
     1 compelling
     1 mistakes
     1 remote
     1 quickly
     1 rushed
     1 scratched
     1 winced
     1 thirty
     1 crisp
     1 expecting
     1 intimately
     1 throb
     1 snob
     1 client
     1 overhung
     1 hanged
     1 school
     1 maintained
     1 read
     1 wore
     1 purpose
     1 sandals
     1 bereaved
     1 present
     1 nylons
     1 headed
     1 iv
     1 relaxed
     1 bursting
     1 health
     1 fingering
     1 awhile
     1 temples
     1 seem
     1 shirt
     1 raise
     1 helped
     1 short
     1 convertible
     1 millions
     1 buried
     1 boot-licking
     1 investigation
     1 loyal
     1 nephew
     1 washboarded
     1 where'd
     1 sin
     1 shop
     1 leaped
     1 glass-brick
     1 swore
     1 quarter
     1 stupid
     1 butting
     1 live
     1 pair
     1 high
     1 lace
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 1065 the
     718 and
     619 he
     599 a
     482 to
     475 his
     454 you
     376 of
     376 was
     376 smith
     349 it
     305 i
     302 in
     232 on
     206 said
     203 with
     195 that
     167 her
     160 him
     157 at
     153 for
     150 out
     149 she
     144 up
     137 but
     136 me
     136 had
     127 have
     112 were
     107 got
     105 bray
     104 palfrey
     96 face
     95 eyes
     94 from
     93 not
     90 like
     90 didn't
     88 as
     85 back
     84 brandenburger
     83 there
     76 kreisher
     75 went
     74 be
     73 down
     72 smith's
     72 all
     72 know
     71 get
     69 brandy
     67 your
     67 so
     66 looked
     65 about
     65 this
     63 harry
     63 just
     63 stella
     60 too
     58 no
     57 then
     57 made
     57 door
     56 don't
     56 going
     55 did
     54 around
     53 over
     53 they
     53 rachel
     52 what
     50 i'm
     50 an
     50 any
     50 my
     50 head
     49 into
     49 one
     48 do
     47 little
     47 now
     47 very
     45 right
     45 if
     44 away
     44 been
     43 can
     43 only
     43 still
     43 could
     43 came
     43 well
     42 time
     42 is
     42 car
     41 you're
     41 man
     41 off
     41 hard
     40 we
     39 guy
     38 go
     38 sure
     37 by
     37 them
     36 rache
     36 hand
     34 through
     33 pretty
     33 turned
     33 let
     33 took
     33 anything
     32 good
     32 hands
     32 green
     32 before
     31 make
     31 black
     31 or
     30 how
     30 long
     30 because
     30 dark
     30 yeah
     30 though
     29 something
     29 when
     29 way
     28 behind
     28 big
     28 put
     28 see
     28 voice
     28 look
     27 under
     27 somebody
     27 enough
     27 again
     27 much
     27 gun
     26 that's
     26 he's
     26 thorsson
     26 why
     26 grinned
     25 come
     25 sat
     25 tell
     24 mouth
     24 laughed
     24 garrison
     24 want
     24 against
     24 lot
     24 maybe
     23 even
     23 knew
     23 feet
     23 street
     23 think
     23 horse
     23 red
     23 two
     22 more
     22 softly
     22 might
     22 across
     21 left
     21 nodded
     21 kill
     21 people
     21 wasn't
     21 other
     21 rachel's
     21 are
     20 hair
     20 hit
     20 cops
     20 throat
     20 moved
     20 matilda
     20 blood
     20 couple
     19 end
     19 where
     19 bray's
     19 teeth
     18 white
     18 toward
     18 some
     18 it's
     18 will
     18 office
     18 suddenly
     18 hell
     18 between
     17 money
     17 wouldn't
     17 brandenburger's
     17 i'll
     17 pulled
     17 himself
     17 side
     17 stella's
     17 would
     17 lips
     17 neck
     17 okay
     17 front
     17 three
     17 yet
     17 looking
     16 breath
     16 smitty
     16 fast
     16 forward
     16 own
     16 stopped
     16 here
     16 than
     16 presently
     16 nothing
     16 open
     16 caught
     16 tough
     16 light
     16 clear
     15 without
     15 coat
     15 phone
     15 shrugged
     15 talk
     15 cards
     15 thought
     15 brandy's
     15 kreisher's
     15 fell
     15 saw
     15 never
     15 say
     15 after
     15 nobody
     15 isn't
     15 closed
     15 whispered
     15 chase
     15 desk
     14 gave
     14 murder
     14 give
     14 oh
     14 myself
     14 small
     14 can't
     14 card
     14 quietly
     14 making
     14 thin
     14 working
     14 morning
     14 started
     14 take
     14 picture
     13 hear
     13 palfrey's
     13 hot
     13 heard
     13 seemed
     13 wanted
     13 until
     13 hate
     13 dead
     13 who
     13 its
     13 wall
     13 flat
     13 paper
     13 inside
     13 shot
     13 things
     13 couldn't
     13 studio
     12 tree
     12 bad
     12 damn
     12 stood
     12 lay
     12 anybody
     12 poker
     12 wrist
     12 hollywood
     12 hardy
     12 doesn't
     12 hope
     12 doctor
     12 slowly
     12 far
     12 apartment
     12 noise
     12 told
     12 opened
     12 sent
     12 knees
     12 once
     12 tried
     12 shirt
     12 room
     11 wait
     11 janis
     11 both
     11 he'd
     11 knife
     11 picked
     11 chair
     11 leaned
     11 being
     11 sound
     11 stay
     11 guts
     11 should
     11 drink
     11 together
     11 tired
     11 suppose
     11 swung
     11 reached
     11 yes
     11 while
     11 along
     11 dropped
     11 won't
     11 shut
     11 rolled
     11 new
     11 last
     11 i've
     11 boulevard
     11 mean
     11 began
     11 trying
     11 police
     11 yourself
     11 i'd
     11 shook
     11 which
     10 four
     10 pal
     10 spades
     10 sirens
     10 ugly
     10 baby
     10 ace
     10 eye
     10 arm
     10 seat
     10 close
     10 quite
     10 motive
     10 must
     10 drew
     10 c
     10 low
     10 keep
     10 holding
     10 doing
     10 j
     10 ain't
     10 start
     10 hat
     10 there's
     10 showed
     10 old
     10 case
     10 bright
     10 felt
     10 pocket
     9 ran
     9 wheel
     9 em
     9 job
     9 those
     9 sorry
     9 sake
     9 ahead
     9 break
     9 hurt
     9 hall
     9 also
     9 beating
     9 top
     9 asking
     9 speak
     9 lean
     9 happened
     9 smart
     9 find
     9 same
     9 you've
     9 broke
     9 watched
     9 drove
     9 jerked
     9 thing
     9 huge
     9 teller
     9 twitched
     9 questions
     9 kept
     9 envelope
     9 breathing
     9 another
     9 besides
     9 haven't
     9 misfortune
     9 february
     9 anyway
     9 thick
     9 feel
     9 legs
     9 kid
     9 lars
     9 window
     9 paid
     9 years
     8 gone
     8 shoot
     8 decanter
     8 sounded
     8 may
     8 pay
     8 cut
     8 june
     8 midnight
     8 has
     8 minutes
     8 call
     8 fist
     8 beside
     8 ago
     8 cold
     8 getting
     8 heart
     8 half
     8 private
     8 nice
     8 tight
     8 done
     8 called
     8 locked
     8 minute
     8 night
     8 bitter
     8 us
     8 trouble
     8 couch
     8 hungry
     8 basin
     8 herself
     8 beat
     8 stop
     8 fists
     8 standing
     8 few
     8 kicking
     8 hadn't
     8 everybody
     8 home
     8 finished
     8 hour
     8 always
     8 dollars
     8 ought
     8 found
     8 cigarette
     8 floor
     8 heavy
     8 five
     7 gray
     7 watching
     7 understand
     7 past
     7 palm
     7 playing
     7 having
     7 pain
     7 you'll
     7 place
     7 help
     7 keeping
     7 business
     7 girl
     7 let's
     7 every
     7 answer
     7 towel
     7 sweat
     7 cop
     7 murderer
     7 shoulder
     7 moving
     7 held
     7 bullet
     7 try
     7 killed
     7 stomach
     7 better
     7 beverly
     7 beyond
     7 later
     7 forgotten
     7 ted
     7 shoulders
     7 coming
     7 reason
     7 play
     7 cruel
     7 somewhere
     7 tightened
     7 we're
     7 stared
     7 second
     7 love
     7 full
     7 day
     7 staring
     7 quiet
     7 sunset
     7 brown
     7 first
     6 show
     6 heavily
     6 sight
     6 doorway
     6 luck
     6 running
     6 bed
     6 child
     6 seen
     6 almost
     6 mr
     6 except
     6 hills
     6 you'd
     6 million
     6 york
     6 pepper
     6 mine
     6 32
     6 life
     6 water
     6 drawn
     6 thousand
     6 theater
     6 hold
     6 slid
     6 body
     6 she's
     6 swinging
     6 game
     6 these
     6 closer
     6 chance
     6 hang
     6 crossed
     6 times
     6 really
     6 flash
     6 happy
     6 table
     6 dame
     6 nasty
     6 talking
     6 god
     6 sitting
     6 hoarsely
     6 quick
     6 alone
     6 kicked
     6 letters
     6 smiled
     6 neat
     6 else
     6 busy
     6 sighed
     6 jaw
     6 strange
     6 shooting
     6 stick
     6 lights
     6 fine
     6 known
     6 outside
     6 fingers
     6 snickered
     6 shivered
     6 collar
     6 taking
     6 ever
     6 ask
     6 wore
     6 fired
     6 name
     5 taken
     5 sweating
     5 already
     5 personal
     5 twisted
     5 clawing
     5 move
     5 woman
     5 smoke
     5 whole
     5 wide
     5 knows
     5 handed
     5 carefully
     5 laughing
     5 loud
     5 walls
     5 remember
     5 human
     5 men
     5 threw
     5 speaking
     5 ears
     5 clean
     5 beginning
     5 grin
     5 aside
     5 frame
     5 grand
     5 burned
     5 alibi
     5 seems
     5 yell
     5 block
     5 blond
     5 traffic
     5 doubled
     5 queer
     5 bent
     5 asked
     5 scared
     5 sign
     5 either
     5 walked
     5 blank
     5 lap
     5 twentieth
     5 sleep
     5 boy
     5 stuff
     5 sport
     5 wrong
     5 man's
     5 turn
     5 paying
     5 onto
     5 screamed
     5 positive
     5 boys
     5 what's
     5 crazy
     5 38
     5 rough
     5 edge
     5 fun
     5 guys
     5 safe
     5 bit
     5 worked
     5 line
     5 laugh
     5 kick
     5 blue
     5 cheap
     5 deck
     5 snapped
     5 rest
     5 each
     5 cover
     5 fox
     5 whiskey
     5 loose
     5 spot
     5 spread
     5 glad
     5 grinning
     5 pleasantly
     5 store
     5 slightly
     5 live
     4 proof
     4 rose
     4 set
     4 we'll
     4 tie
     4 gate
     4 nervous
     4 dirty
     4 glaring
     4 lying
     4 part
     4 elbow
     4 shamus
     4 liked
     4 struck
     4 mind
     4 alley
     4 ideas
     4 evenly
     4 curb
     4 red-penciled
     4 windows
     4 mess
     4 band
     4 week
     4 slapped
     4 harshly
     4 chin
     4 bet
     4 obviously
     4 everything
     4 pound
     4 he'll
     4 showing
     4 pushed
     4 bones
     4 lead
     4 thinking
     4 scandal
     4 fall
     4 court
     4 sobbed
     4 shadow
     4 named
     4 prison
     4 guilty
     4 gonna
     4 dinner
     4 rap
     4 alive
     4 used
     4 leave
     4 matter
     4 building
     4 prowl
     4 silent
     4 unsteady
     4 bud
     4 iron
     4 great
     4 following
     4 cripe's
     4 nose
     4 tilted
     4 sweet
     4 most
     4 horn
     4 hooked
     4 blind
     4 cleared
     4 probably
     4 decided
     4 harness
     4 cat
     4 howling
     4 dough
     4 course
     4 ambulance
     4 sit
     4 santa
     4 hurry
     4 waited
     4 their
     4 guess
     4 monica
     4 use
     4 corpse
     4 cracked
     4 smiling
     4 need
     4 does
     4 faint
     4 whimpered
     4 mask
     4 paused
     4 games
     4 run
     4 clenched
     4 driver
     4 work
     4 smile
     4 hardly
     4 trees
     4 tonight
     4 knocked
     4 skin
     4 free
     4 ten-cent
     4 anyhow
     4 using
     4 covered
     4 affidavits
     4 step
     4 lungs
     4 client
     4 torn
     4 stepped
     4 read
     4 gently
     4 short
     4 huh
     3 address
     3 uh-huh
     3 headache
     3 la
     3 arms
     3 dragged
     3 wet
     3 third
     3 foot
     3 sick
     3 fire
     3 handkerchief
     3 banked
     3 temple
     3 harsh
     3 damned
     3 awkward
     3 movie
     3 beautiful
     3 prints
     3 they're
     3 kind
     3 epsom
     3 choking
     3 pleasant
     3 hoping
     3 parking
     3 yawned
     3 sometimes
     3 ached
     3 plenty
     3 joke
     3 tall
     3 homicide
     3 rat
     3 mob
     3 hitting
     3 glass
     3 flickered
     3 five-thirty
     3 hallway
     3 kids
     3 hung
     3 worse
     3 sharp
     3 sharply
     3 hardy's
     3 meant
     3 straight
     3 lie
     3 impatiently
     3 blocks
     3 conspiracy
     3 lazily
     3 heels
     3 admit
     3 slammed
     3 pockets
     3 somebody's
     3 dangerous
     3 comfortable
     3 chamber
     3 twice
     3 owl
     3 grunted
     3 files
     3 distant
     3 sudden
     3 god's
     3 revenge
     3 fight
     3 answered
     3 doors
     3 city
     3 curled
     3 swear
     3 wiped
     3 wondered
     3 practically
     3 pants
     3 hacker
     3 comes
     3 connection
     3 whatever
     3 upward
     3 somber
     3 oil
     3 distance
     3 movement
     3 large
     3 expect
     3 silence
     3 nothin'
     3 drowned
     3 signed
     3 coughed
     3 weren't
     3 exactly
     3 beaten
     3 knuckles
     3 pawing
     3 raised
     3 given
     3 smelled
     3 wearily
     3 kidding
     3 yelling
     3 backward
     3 tongue
     3 straightened
     3 blew
     3 story
     3 point
     3 trap
     3 briefly
     3 cursed
     3 snarled
     3 size
     3 bought
     3 shake
     3 checked
     3 yelled
     3 jerkily
     3 harry's
     3 win
     3 photographer
     3 evening
     3 position
     3 real
     3 poison
     3 narrowed
     3 e
     3 streets
     3 amused
     3 smell
     3 gas
     3 simple
     3 near
     3 dick
     3 jealous
     3 murmured
     3 wearing
     3 ripped
     3 match
     3 shivering
     3 stiff
     3 gateman
     3 split
     3 framed
     3 our
     3 goes
     3 notice
     3 reach
     3 particular
     3 needed
     3 innocent
     3 anyone
     3 means
     3 screaming
     3 traced
     3 stuck
     3 next
     3 company
     3 tim
     3 gunsel
     3 rings
     3 hundred
     3 upstairs
     3 enemies
     3 headquarters
     3 row
     3 phoned
     3 ribs
     3 bony
     3 pleasure
     3 headlight
     3 breaking
     3 fear
     3 eased
     3 easy
     3 realized
     3 bother
     3 afraid
     3 drawer
     3 star
     3 fool
     3 belly
     3 puss
     3 type
     3 fingerprints
     3 person
     3 hammered
     3 hated
     3 kissed
     3 knowing
     3 hounds
     3 bee
     3 darkness
     3 n
     3 nocturne
     3 listening
     3 honey
     3 according
     3 hunched
     3 mail
     3 saved
     3 month
     3 dull
     3 salts
     3 touched
     3 brutally
     3 sense
     3 careful
     3 swing
     3 sell
     3 feeling
     3 wish
     3 attention
     3 weight
     3 pier
     3 keys
     3 heel
     3 hot-eyed
     3 dry
     3 suit
     3 deep
     3 remembered
     3 others
     3 shade
     3 boss
     3 gesture
     3 wolf
     3 am
     3 pin
     3 admitted
     3 corner
     3 skid
     3 gatekeeper
     3 daylight
     3 shall
     3 spill
     3 cop's
     3 sort
     3 drank
     3 sonny
     3 relaxed
     3 swore
     2 venice
     2 death
     2 booth
     2 1
     2 plainclothesman
     2 figured
     2 gather
     2 lugs
     2 20
     2 panel
     2 square
     2 yellow
     2 burly
     2 met
     2 detached
     2 sharp-boned
     2 rhythmic
     2 brilliant
     2 clamped
     2 pot
     2 staggered
     2 graceful
     2 chances
     2 action
     2 thrown
     2 investment
     2 dare
     2 flame
     2 murdering
     2 months
     2 biting
     2 mouths
     2 tudge
     2 angle
     2 colt
     2 miss
     2 stiffness
     2 follow
     2 order
     2 friday
     2 concealed
     2 whistled
     2 eggs
     2 needn't
     2 send
     2 banged
     2 finger
     2 illegal
     2 horribly
     2 gin
     2 taut
     2 report
     2 rang
     2 two-timing
     2 tobacco
     2 file
     2 less
     2 disposition
     2 crowd
     2 worry
     2 leaving
     2 engine
     2 suspect
     2 sardonically
     2 career
     2 talks
     2 carpet
     2 weapon
     2 lit
     2 agencies
     2 theatrical
     2 view
     2 curve
     2 broken
     2 hasn't
     2 followed
     2 eyebrows
     2 stub
     2 plunged
     2 stunt
     2 crying
     2 lighting
     2 veins
     2 king
     2 question
     2 carried
     2 lied
     2 dived
     2 lieutenant
     2 lent
     2 rush
     2 cash
     2 gentle
     2 chuckled
     2 falling
     2 punching
     2 shortly
     2 son
     2 productions
     2 bulls
     2 complex
     2 cry
     2 snipe
     2 bottle
     2 curse
     2 tin
     2 box
     2 hounding
     2 heading
     2 grabbed
     2 columns
     2 searching
     2 inc
     2 perhaps
     2 wailed
     2 brea
     2 sore
     2 board
     2 breast
     2 publicity
     2 bunch
     2 blowing
     2 mention
     2 wrenched
     2 boot
     2 renew
     2 waiting
     2 word
     2 craning
     2 freezing
     2 slug
     2 knee
     2 moaning
     2 trunk
     2 twenty-ninth
     2 logger's
     2 grip
     2 surgery
     2 fellas
     2 below
     2 idle
     2 opposite
     2 junked
     2 vague
     2 shades
     2 morosely
     2 terrible
     2 spoke
     2 station
     2 licked
     2 waved
     2 plug
     2 laughter
     2 rabbit
     2 central
     2 cursing
     2 aware
     2 leaves
     2 forgot
     2 glittering
     2 footsteps
     2 forever
     2 remotely
     2 trimmings
     2 however
     2 muscle
     2 crushed
     2 allowed
     2 muscles
     2 threatening
     2 marbles
     2 jumped
     2 direction
     2 warning
     2 stairs
     2 stars
     2 dead-end
     2 signing
     2 gasped
     2 toes
     2 pilings
     2 female
     2 gag
     2 workin'
     2 gamble
     2 clearly
     2 touch
     2 hitched
     2 tearing
     2 wear
     2 pale
     2 bank
     2 bored
     2 friend
     2 detective
     2 newspapers
     2 intersection
     2 broad
     2 dicks
     2 solid
     2 base
     2 aren't
     2 gunny
     2 crowded
     2 raked
     2 dazed
     2 dingy
     2 finally
     2 flipped
     2 fog
     2 tag
     2 sneaked
     2 balance
     2 lacing
     2 armpit
     2 she'd
     2 listen
     2 blackness
     2 counter
     2 noises
     2 blondes
     2 twenty
     2 wild
     2 shapeless
     2 experimentally
     2 ear
     2 suspicion
     2 robe
     2 saying
     2 stains
     2 dever
     2 missed
     2 logical
     2 people's
     2 concrete
     2 speed
     2 ourselves
     2 checks
     2 edges
     2 afford
     2 bottom
     2 today
     2 dawn
     2 bruised
     2 deadly
     2 tangled
     2 many
     2 fat
     2 cushions
     2 mocking
     2 powdered
     2 whirled
     2 button
     2 masculine
     2 soon
     2 dislike
     2 barnacles
     2 pictures
     2 narrow
     2 everybody's
     2 angles
     2 telling
     2 bracelets
     2 tripped
     2 pocketed
     2 bruises
     2 changed
     2 mirth
     2 flicker
     2 insides
     2 crumpled
     2 information
     2 wallet
     2 stamp
     2 rat's
     2 producing
     2 grudge
     2 rapped
     2 casually
     2 crookedly
     2 pen
     2 receiver
     2 fixed
     2 uniform
     2 intended
     2 flying
     2 hanging
     2 ragged
     2 halfway
     2 slam
     2 profit
     2 peculiar
     2 dig
     2 steady
     2 cordon
     2 salt
     2 whine
     2 slit
     2 quit
     2 questioning
     2 laid
     2 bedroom
     2 skirts
     2 cab
     2 none
     2 beam
     2 flashed
     2 air
     2 gaze
     2 lurched
     2 hers
     2 attempted
     2 managed
     2 blade
     2 especially
     2 evidence
     2 slacks
     2 deposit
     2 such
     2 cream-colored
     2 catch
     2 quarrel
     2 patch
     2 envelopes
     2 corners
     2 obediently
     2 words
     2 threatened
     2 brain
     2 steaming
     2 bushes
     2 above
     2 choked
     2 curses
     2 outward
     2 check
     2 hooded
     2 marked
     2 watch
     2 lucky
     2 poisoned
     2 garrison's
     2 house
     2 young
     2 telephone
     2 drugstore
     2 tears
     2 unless
     2 rugged
     2 o'clock
     2 tightness
     2 pressed
     2 war
     2 swelling
     2 producer
     2 pity
     2 coupe
     2 nerves
     2 date
     2 needled
     2 sunshine
     2 stand
     2 heat
     2 places
     2 45
     2 shoe
     2 crack
     2 trick
     2 animal
     2 east
     2 staked
     2 balls
     2 letting
     2 twisting
     2 please
     2 added
     2 talked
     2 virile
     2 vicious
     2 tougher
     2 leg
     2 service
     2 count
     2 pillow
     2 backed
     2 joe
     2 bucks
     2 arsenate
     2 bayed
     2 nosy
     2 grim
     2 slouched
     2 strip
     2 genially
     2 guy's
     2 pavement
     2 darling
     2 connected
     2 cars
     2 guns
     2 satan
     2 nails
     2 temporarily
     2 born
     2 friends
     2 something's
     2 protest
     2 flinched
     2 silk
     2 public
     2 maid's
     2 cords
     2 anybody's
     2 swank
     2 washroom
     2 tire
     2 crash
     2 bust
     2 echoes
     2 train
     2 bull
     2 pacific
     2 nor
     2 druggist
     2 quickly
     2 otherwise
     2 anywhere
     2 murderous
     2 jerk
     2 bigger
     2 shabby
     2 turns
     2 sweetheart
     2 draw
     2 foxy
     2 shops
     2 noticed
     2 temples
     2 hard-edged
     2 scowled
     2 seem
     2 stage
     2 town
     2 helped
     2 sawyer
     2 spots
     2 drop
     2 leap
     2 high
     2 quaint
     1 issue
     1 paws
     1 toughie
     1 record's
     1 gloves
     1 favor
     1 smells
     1 fair
     1 crowding
     1 verbal
     1 invited
     1 owned
     1 miserable
     1 ashamed
     1 stair
     1 squatted
     1 striking
     1 powder
     1 safest
     1 banging
     1 depended
     1 wash
     1 deafening
     1 fresh
     1 los
     1 supply
     1 urn
     1 h'm
     1 thickly
     1 surprise
     1 danger
     1 victory
     1 pile
     1 heft
     1 whistling
     1 gasp
     1 waitress
     1 peach-colored
     1 sentimental
     1 nickel
     1 nastily
     1 ulcerated
     1 stiffly
     1 partly
     1 starter
     1 horns
     1 double-crossed
     1 tooth
     1 wonder
     1 chutes
     1 eliminated
     1 doll
     1 hornrim
     1 benefactor
     1 cabinet
     1 lid
     1 perfect
     1 glamour
     1 cheated
     1 they'll
     1 flashing
     1 anxious
     1 superstition
     1 object
     1 tumbled
     1 cocked
     1 worryin'
     1 fishhooks
     1 dr
     1 beams
     1 belong
     1 coercion
     1 cure
     1 sickeningly
     1 late
     1 plan
     1 stubble
     1 ninety-three
     1 paleness
     1 replaced
     1 worker
     1 reversing
     1 invitations
     1 heavy-duty
     1 husband
     1 establishment
     1 gets
     1 sweetness
     1 wading
     1 tail
     1 attend
     1 squad
     1 splattered
     1 pulsing
     1 listened
     1 glint
     1 unbelief
     1 wary
     1 leading
     1 ducky
     1 crosslegged
     1 snaked
     1 trapped
     1 coffee
     1 ails
     1 bare
     1 iron-gray
     1 wanting
     1 swerved
     1 act
     1 cheek
     1 wheels
     1 stooped
     1 spilled
     1 torture
     1 tweed
     1 cigarettes
     1 description
     1 tangle
     1 purse
     1 certaidly
     1 shopping
     1 series
     1 wilcox
     1 snorted
     1 displeased
     1 rickety
     1 she'll
     1 hazy
     1 fortune
     1 buying
     1 metal
     1 law
     1 trail
     1 chicken
     1 slaps
     1 alibis
     1 distinct
     1 brother
     1 personally
     1 sending
     1 pride
     1 purely
     1 fever
     1 shattering
     1 strike
     1 galley-slaves
     1 living
     1 continued
     1 strength
     1 dank
     1 fed
     1 sparking
     1 kid's
     1 resilient
     1 tray
     1 shadows
     1 theirs
     1 overtime
     1 jerks
     1 reluctant
     1 eliminate
     1 indigestion
     1 birthday
     1 screwy
     1 intelligence
     1 badge
     1 boots
     1 rattled
     1 prospects
     1 honky-tonk
     1 steal
     1 blackmail
     1 pawed
     1 shielded
     1 wolfishly
     1 tenderly
     1 belligerent
     1 lashed
     1 shiver
     1 special
     1 voices
     1 distantly
     1 loudly
     1 sweated
     1 aces
     1 accidentally
     1 audience
     1 flailing
     1 palms
     1 awful
     1 traveling
     1 eight
     1 stung
     1 cap
     1 blown
     1 postmark
     1 boo
     1 curious
     1 alias
     1 parked
     1 3
     1 bargain
     1 silently
     1 neither
     1 settle
     1 drug
     1 jungles
     1 shrank
     1 brace
     1 ill
     1 noisy
     1 basket
     1 grazed
     1 weighing
     1 frenchy's
     1 good-looking
     1 ridden
     1 calendar
     1 seven
     1 whipped
     1 screen
     1 pipe
     1 arguing
     1 rode
     1 toad
     1 tanned
     1 akin
     1 tasted
     1 huskiest
     1 unfortunately
     1 implied
     1 callin'
     1 devil
     1 transaction
     1 deserted
     1 finding
     1 twelve
     1 bus
     1 sultry
     1 scenery-painting
     1 mitt
     1 leather
     1 m
     1 burning
     1 tip
     1 slept
     1 mumbled
     1 three-cornered
     1 daintily
     1 film
     1 ones
     1 kitchen
     1 habit
     1 gorilla
     1 lifeline
     1 mournful
     1 rapidly
     1 drinks
     1 pounding
     1 playmates
     1 shift
     1 buttons
     1 bending
     1 ordinary
     1 sleek
     1 shouldering
     1 lipstick
     1 heavens
     1 package
     1 ridges
     1 shattered
     1 occurred
     1 psychological
     1 pulses
     1 reluctantly
     1 harris
     1 murdered
     1 vein
     1 committed
     1 tries
     1 powerful
     1 stabbed
     1 opinion
     1 outa
     1 fainted
     1 holes
     1 warmth
     1 innocently
     1 possibilities
     1 crust
     1 open-handed
     1 kickapopulous
     1 cellar
     1 refuse
     1 thirsty
     1 hospital
     1 form
     1 bite
     1 stakes
     1 decorated
     1 friendship
     1 twist
     1 lamps
     1 noncommittally
     1 turkish
     1 walk
     1 number
     1 knock
     1 rocked
     1 star-to-be
     1 sniffin'
     1 maw
     1 therefore
     1 charmed
     1 tape
     1 pressure
     1 straighten
     1 makes
     1 rangy
     1 crashed
     1 jam
     1 papers
     1 shipping
     1 fierce
     1 likes
     1 camera
     1 page
     1 anonymous
     1 uses
     1 played
     1 badly
     1 amber
     1 bribed
     1 swift
     1 scent
     1 mrs
     1 softening
     1 convulsive
     1 photographed
     1 comparatively
     1 ghoulish
     1 thinly
     1 rated
     1 autograph
     1 hopscotch
     1 tan
     1 mists
     1 dirt
     1 tossed
     1 string
     1 imitation
     1 thinning
     1 apart
     1 cuts
     1 lust
     1 deceptive
     1 grappled
     1 slash
     1 gat
     1 aimless
     1 careless
     1 rid
     1 im
     1 pushing
     1 continue
     1 lined
     1 wrestled
     1 curtain
     1 shiny
     1 sympathy
     1 charge
     1 rep
     1 fastened
     1 hunger
     1 scars
     1 sunlight
     1 pelted
     1 flannery
     1 particularly
     1 kiss
     1 entrance
     1 slurred
     1 westwood
     1 cat's
     1 startled
     1 learned
     1 aid
     1 garry
     1 mighty
     1 tied
     1 practical
     1 elaborate
     1 braying
     1 chopped
     1 dragon's
     1 trigger
     1 ladies
     1 flesh
     1 beauty
     1 definite
     1 flooded
     1 nervousness
     1 laundry
     1 market
     1 scrooched
     1 barrel
     1 professional
     1 officially
     1 bar
     1 jet
     1 taught
     1 interest
     1 propeller
     1 hide
     1 tea
     1 irises
     1 pour
     1 hip
     1 whipping
     1 progresses
     1 sobs
     1 croaked
     1 impressed
     1 helpless
     1 grace
     1 center
     1 slipped
     1 whippet
     1 senseless
     1 narrow-eyed
     1 corny
     1 indicated
     1 important
     1 wavy
     1 watcher
     1 shrilly
     1 bend
     1 snarling
     1 downstairs
     1 skidded
     1 swell
     1 including
     1 control
     1 holster
     1 frowning
     1 fair-sized
     1 big-money
     1 warned
     1 fights
     1 writing
     1 tutting
     1 gladder
     1 escort
     1 gasping
     1 details
     1 four-inch
     1 doubly
     1 gatekeeper's
     1 hoofs
     1 tree-lined
     1 easily
     1 bathroom
     1 gestured
     1 bathing
     1 oughta
     1 red-headed
     1 spider-web
     1 wished
     1 pounded
     1 i--never
     1 arranged
     1 language
     1 staff
     1 cooking
     1 chump
     1 carver
     1 caterwaulings
     1 reminded
     1 drive
     1 tear
     1 testimony
     1 soiled
     1 buy
     1 implication
     1 permanent
     1 widening
     1 overfed
     1 back-flips
     1 uniformed
     1 care
     1 addressed
     1 sky
     1 pressing
     1 jostling
     1 shuddered
     1 slow
     1 yanked
     1 cynical
     1 faintly
     1 slight
     1 slip
     1 bungalow
     1 girls
     1 unusual
     1 changing
     1 willowy
     1 woolen
     1 mine's
     1 shins
     1 purple
     1 fox-sharp
     1 anonymity
     1 powdery
     1 lad
     1 heaviest
     1 gear
     1 nail
     1 wandering
     1 straight-boned
     1 slim
     1 spike-heeled
     1 decent
     1 ease
     1 belt
     1 manners
     1 luxury
     1 v
     1 bulk
     1 uncommunicative
     1 gathered
     1 stones
     1 trembling
     1 louder
     1 tortured
     1 adam
     1 fitted
     1 croaks
     1 denying
     1 geraniums
     1 romantic
     1 hind
     1 slowed
     1 furthermore
     1 stories
     1 downtown
     1 repent
     1 hurtled
     1 whether
     1 neon
     1 surged
     1 sprang
     1 peeled
     1 figuring
     1 pencil
     1 high-waisted
     1 pretty-boy
     1 pieces
     1 assault
     1 darker
     1 ankling
     1 double
     1 outer
     1 clean-lined
     1 masterpiece
     1 nausea
     1 scowling
     1 bounced
     1 janis'
     1 year
     1 long's
     1 we've
     1 sprawled
     1 among
     1 stride
     1 glimpse
     1 unobtrusively
     1 inconspicuous
     1 nights
     1 hello
     1 wind
     1 arrest
     1 nick
     1 merchandise
     1 foyer
     1 tore
     1 conquer
     1 became
     1 popular
     1 overhead
     1 indeed
     1 dedicated
     1 blanket
     1 lining
     1 mule's
     1 bear
     1 trampling
     1 superstitious
     1 litter
     1 street's
     1 weeks
     1 soapy
     1 formula
     1 halved
     1 coldness
     1 independent
     1 quality
     1 raincoat
     1 raw
     1 bits
     1 sob
     1 asleep
     1 factory
     1 license
     1 grimness
     1 larger
     1 tool
     1 fiend
     1 plaintively
     1 glints
     1 trifle
     1 arched
     1 good-by
     1 solve
     1 infallibly
     1 imports
     1 lingered
     1 book
     1 peer
     1 won
     1 undress
     1 expert
     1 frisked
     1 acute
     1 goldfish
     1 visited
     1 offer
     1 breathe
     1 motorcycle
     1 matilda's
     1 tackle
     1 seared
     1 brooding
     1 flap
     1 diaphragm
     1 hay
     1 cleaned
     1 crabwise
     1 single
     1 enlighten
     1 gap
     1 contrary
     1 wolfish
     1 louis
     1 veiled
     1 narrow-lidded
     1 lookin'
     1 scheduled
     1 startling
     1 lost
     1 county
     1 gimme
     1 thirty-five
     1 gossip
     1 actor
     1 within
     1 roosevelt
     1 toe
     1 led
     1 wants
     1 somewhat
     1 bleak
     1 unabashed
     1 feverish
     1 acted
     1 heap
     1 buildin'
     1 shaggy
     1 perfumed
     1 walking
     1 garden
     1 smaller
     1 says
     1 spite
     1 harold
     1 hearsay
     1 hamlet
     1 cheat
     1 idea
     1 inspected
     1 carryin'
     1 whites
     1 steps
     1 tends
     1 true
     1 ground
     1 chivalrous
     1 mirrors
     1 uneven
     1 furnished
     1 believe
     1 broader
     1 desire
     1 confessed
     1 causes
     1 knotted
     1 curly
     1 brushed
     1 uniforms
     1 roughly
     1 corpses
     1 strategic
     1 forehead
     1 pinned
     1 hard-eyed
     1 trample
     1 pull
     1 clumsy
     1 visible
     1 click
     1 vice
     1 siren
     1 henna-red
     1 cj
     1 pseudo-greek
     1 shutting
     1 formal
     1 strapped
     1 lose
     1 spoken
     1 enemy
     1 clinking
     1 o'shea
     1 unanswerable
     1 modernistic
     1 daredevil'
     1 statement
     1 ray
     1 interrupted
     1 joined
     1 cupped
     1 flare
     1 drown
     1 clammy
     1 u-turn
     1 hunter's
     1 accident
     1 shielding
     1 wesson
     1 meager
     1 billboards
     1 section
     1 ridged
     1 lines
     1 safety
     1 gold
     1 waterproof
     1 troubles
     1 scaled
     1 quarreled
     1 instant
     1 carry
     1 corded
     1 commit
     1 simply
     1 strangle
     1 fumbled
     1 balked
     1 racket
     1 strikes
     1 cradled
     1 swivel
     1 sister
     1 tousle
     1 ratted
     1 eddying
     1 stinking
     1 brought
     1 blackmailing
     1 blazed
     1 jacket
     1 hadda
     1 floorboards
     1 weaving
     1 dainty
     1 fountain
     1 slipper
     1 it'll
     1 wilshire
     1 answers
     1 bothered
     1 calm
     1 strained
     1 married
     1 accurately
     1 rigid
     1 belonged
     1 doorways
     1 trust
     1 three-year-old
     1 steadily
     1 silly
     1 stoppered
     1 lumbered
     1 tenderness
     1 favorite
     1 swarm
     1 farther
     1 giving
     1 noting
     1 rustle
     1 lightness
     1 jinx
     1 banshees
     1 item
     1 opulent
     1 whom
     1 tires
     1 finish
     1 suggestively
     1 danced
     1 bandage
     1 outweighing
     1 yours
     1 spend
     1 fetched
     1 um
     1 thigh
     1 piously
     1 professionally
     1 bragging
     1 pillar
     1 gabardine
     1 brim
     1 dragon
     1 impatient
     1 reynolds
     1 feathering
     1 investigator's
     1 blocked
     1 victim's
     1 lest
     1 else's
     1 convulsions
     1 relax
     1 located
     1 abruptly
     1 eating
     1 ache
     1 sobbing
     1 thumbs
     1 windscreen
     1 dully
     1 lettering
     1 bookie
     1 thick-holed
     1 forearms
     1 jealousy
     1 coughing
     1 falcon
     1 backdoored
     1 mate
     1 shock
     1 planning
     1 blur
     1 scotch
     1 six-thirty
     1 threat
     1 bills
     1 rather
     1 openhanded
     1 infinite
     1 breathless
     1 leprechaun
     1 key
     1 save
     1 shaved
     1 who'd
     1 gateman's
     1 die
     1 bath
     1 easiest
     1 overstuffed
     1 2
     1 natural
     1 released
     1 mingled
     1 footfalls
     1 nope
     1 lounged
     1 patsy
     1 plastic
     1 perched
     1 spurted
     1 concentrating
     1 sea
     1 worn
     1 hill
     1 melodramatic
     1 unorthodox
     1 tailin'
     1 expected
     1 calculation
     1 yesterday
     1 rib
     1 frisco
     1 causing
     1 facade
     1 wailing
     1 back-to-front
     1 bust-up
     1 church
     1 turning
     1 affairs
     1 planned
     1 silhouette
     1 snapping
     1 handbag
     1 cross-legged
     1 dusk
     1 entertaining
     1 taxpayer's
     1 indignant
     1 yawning
     1 flashlight
     1 recoup
     1 davenport
     1 mister
     1 riding
     1 bloody
     1 unsteadily
     1 they'd
     1 narrower
     1 drunkenly
     1 spiteful
     1 cents
     1 ordaineth
     1 poke
     1 jamb
     1 relations
     1 clearing
     1 possible
     1 sworn
     1 poured
     1 gorgeous
     1 prodded
     1 where's
     1 cost
     1 retaining
     1 thing's
     1 generosity
     1 dusty
     1 snake's
     1 crouched
     1 nerve
     1 sparks
     1 payment
     1 radio
     1 waistband
     1 groaning
     1 neatly
     1 patience
     1 bachelor
     1 butt
     1 grunting
     1 sewed
     1 piece
     1 suspected
     1 saturday
     1 manufacture
     1 bargained
     1 bothersome
     1 cinch
     1 remoteness
     1 regret
     1 opportunity
     1 vi
     1 putting
     1 protect
     1 someone
     1 thoughtfully
     1 maid
     1 time's
     1 hooks
     1 flung
     1 ammonia
     1 curved
     1 lids
     1 min
     1 snort
     1 skinned
     1 trembled
     1 electric
     1 jarred
     1 timed
     1 stricken
     1 flask
     1 giggled
     1 fingerprint
     1 man-sized
     1 freely
     1 wednesday
     1 marks
     1 handy
     1 jittered
     1 forty-five-caliber
     1 groups
     1 towels
     1 blob
     1 ceiling
     1 bole
     1 haymaker
     1 burped
     1 jawed
     1 near-blindness
     1 stolid
     1 triangular
     1 winking
     1 misery
     1 kicks
     1 braced
     1 clatter
     1 blare
     1 shifted
     1 questioned
     1 upon
     1 motivated
     1 weigh
     1 uncanny
     1 strong
     1 bitterly
     1 intention
     1 west
     1 bell
     1 maze
     1 fly
     1 melrose
     1 analysis
     1 clubs
     1 bobbed
     1 physique
     1 received
     1 smash
     1 sudden-like
     1 hi
     1 cuffs
     1 frightened
     1 drivers
     1 handing
     1 getaway
     1 cheeks
     1 rammed
     1 shoddy
     1 jerking
     1 sissy
     1 coyly
     1 scorched
     1 shouting
     1 mist
     1 plugging
     1 lush
     1 untrue
     1 instructions
     1 dished
     1 pattycake
     1 splinters
     1 shorter
     1 jittery
     1 settled
     1 aspirin
     1 thumb
     1 cuffed
     1 pursuit
     1 stamped
     1 dash
     1 healthy
     1 awfully
     1 studying
     1 doubling
     1 two-million-dollar
     1 tame
     1 thunk
     1 glanced
     1 neighborhood
     1 involved
     1 blurred
     1 grabbing
     1 investigator
     1 ash
     1 friendly
     1 spilling
     1 hero
     1 rawhide
     1 honest
     1 buzz
     1 electrolier
     1 soft
     1 slashing
     1 confuse
     1 mad
     1 potential
     1 muzzle
     1 faith
     1 herring
     1 querulous
     1 mere
     1 brighter
     1 forefinger
     1 world
     1 thunderous
     1 early
     1 whimper
     1 praying
     1 talkative
     1 jammed
     1 various
     1 gagged
     1 kneed
     1 bogey
     1 automatic
     1 cashier
     1 costumer's
     1 pitfall
     1 lion
     1 babe
     1 glare
     1 fished
     1 two-way
     1 error
     1 crimson
     1 crane
     1 starts
     1 proved
     1 bared
     1 bucked
     1 spike
     1 folded
     1 sheriff's
     1 gaunt
     1 assume
     1 collect
     1 boobery
     1 ear-shattering
     1 unlikely
     1 garry's
     1 a-1
     1 precisely
     1 caused
     1 guesswork
     1 dial
     1 rolling
     1 rows
     1 kitchenette
     1 admiration
     1 mustard
     1 scram
     1 handsome
     1 bug-eyed
     1 angry
     1 back-handed
     1 choke
     1 filled
     1 dying
     1 shoots
     1 erupted
     1 notebook
     1 pages
     1 stretched
     1 approve
     1 disagreement
     1 lightning
     1 muffled
     1 throbbing
     1 shovel
     1 loosened
     1 crafty
     1 filling
     1 mahogany
     1 switched
     1 clothing
     1 junior
     1 conference
     1 mentioned
     1 threading
     1 aim
     1 bill
     1 false
     1 expressionless
     1 clouds
     1 stages
     1 gettin'
     1 whisper
     1 hoarse
     1 curiosity
     1 taste
     1 root
     1 bruise
     1 greasy
     1 search
     1 forget
     1 showered
     1 consciousness
     1 thinks
     1 beats
     1 undertones
     1 confess
     1 rags
     1 matters
     1 widened
     1 moans
     1 staying
     1 claw
     1 bellowed
     1 rumors
     1 stretch
     1 swam
     1 skimmed
     1 afternoon
     1 beard
     1 doubtless
     1 meeting
     1 gripe
     1 stunk
     1 price
     1 shoemaker's
     1 forcing
     1 river
     1 fighting
     1 waking
     1 utterly
     1 johnny
     1 martyred
     1 mug
     1 ham
     1 trench
     1 instinctive
     1 furnace
     1 salad
     1 emotion
     1 pointing
     1 giant
     1 askin'
     1 although
     1 coulda
     1 tearless
     1 bore
     1 coolly
     1 rabbit-punched
     1 holstered
     1 bye
     1 spun
     1 bothering
     1 balancing
     1 happens
     1 treads
     1 hours
     1 shrimp
     1 agree
     1 jacks
     1 heartbeats
     1 lightly
     1 deeper
     1 bedclothes
     1 pounds
     1 eerily
     1 ailing
     1 recently
     1 laying
     1 lady
     1 blades
     1 punched
     1 classes
     1 facials
     1 rakish
     1 unhurriedly
     1 who's
     1 dog
     1 smack
     1 shared
     1 lever
     1 pleadingly
     1 pack
     1 toughest
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     5 gently
     5 buried
     5 gleaming
     5 quarter
     4 met
     4 age
     4 right
     4 listened
     4 sheer
     4 instinct
     4 curving
     4 understand
     4 past
     4 bed
     4 shadows
     4 whole
     4 bone
     4 awful
     4 cap
     4 delicate
     4 ugly
     4 liked
     4 carefully
     4 brush
     4 bending
     4 break
     4 uneasily
     4 straight
     4 holds
     4 vault
     4 numbed
     4 heels
     4 fierce
     4 round
     4 spark
     4 minutes
     4 distant
     4 rusty
     4 perhaps
     4 startled
     4 fight
     4 top
     4 certain
     4 bar
     4 business
     4 rams
     4 control
     4 hollows
     4 stirred
     4 arm
     4 faintly
     4 castle
     4 slim
     4 barbarian
     4 aside
     4 creature
     4 it's
     4 whether
     4 promise
     4 drawn
     4 raging
     4 indeed
     4 strangers
     4 lash
     4 mount
     4 given
     4 space
     4 n'chaka
     4 warn
     4 dreams
     4 pale
     4 bank
     4 spring
     4 used
     4 gloom
     4 sign
     4 while
     4 courage
     4 peace
     4 joined
     4 ghostly
     4 glance
     4 cloud
     4 kings
     4 listen
     4 shield
     4 holding
     4 bearing
     4 burden
     4 excitement
     4 huge
     4 soaring
     4 whispering
     4 god
     4 bloody
     4 shaken
     4 agony
     4 breathing
     4 wave
     4 hissing
     4 most
     4 flight
     4 thord's
     4 making
     4 probably
     4 tendrils
     4 frosty
     4 moonlight
     4 crimson
     4 edge
     4 saddle
     4 instantly
     4 closed
     4 filled
     4 words
     4 fool
     4 belly
     4 studied
     4 naked
     4 few
     4 fine
     4 house
     4 skins
     4 tale
     4 bore
     4 unless
     4 content
     4 shaped
     4 faint
     4 paused
     4 radiation
     4 arch
     4 stand
     4 fires
     4 veil
     4 animal
     4 sense
     4 snapped
     4 awake
     4 rest
     4 skill
     4 feeling
     4 hidden
     4 sable
     4 vaguely
     4 spread
     4 savage
     4 silk
     4 taking
     4 since
     4 echoes
     4 knees
     4 scrambling
     4 step
     4 color
     4 crowned
     4 clear
     4 wore
     4 lovely
     4 massive
     4 anything
     4 tongues
     4 drop
     4 live
     3 motionless
     3 clinging
     3 wheel
     3 stirring
     3 final
     3 knowledge
     3 tapestry
     3 rainbow
     3 flashing
     3 stole
     3 hot
     3 bleeding
     3 replaced
     3 knife
     3 doorway
     3 sick
     3 earthman's
     3 whirling
     3 melted
     3 fling
     3 shelter
     3 flame
     3 faster
     3 tunic
     3 destroyed
     3 law
     3 passed
     3 brother
     3 buildings
     3 sullen
     3 gigantic
     3 growing
     3 eternal
     3 burst
     3 flood
     3 you're
     3 wanderer
     3 madness
     3 curious
     3 snarl
     3 meet
     3 elfin
     3 circle
     3 burning
     3 leaving
     3 playing
     3 destruction
     3 except
     3 sharply
     3 plunged
     3 vanished
     3 lie
     3 windows
     3 ah
     3 surely
     3 scarp
     3 question
     3 rush
     3 plains
     3 glowing
     3 waves
     3 mists
     3 apart
     3 charge
     3 thrust
     3 fleshy
     3 entrance
     3 help
     3 gliding
     3 heads
     3 pace
     3 shell
     3 slain
     3 freezing
     3 peering
     3 center
     3 slipped
     3 clustered
     3 subtle
     3 ears
     3 scaly
     3 upward
     3 nowhere
     3 fist
     3 care
     3 ages
     3 silver
     3 lean
     3 formed
     3 shelters
     3 violent
     3 tortured
     3 aware
     3 radiance
     3 thinking
     3 surged
     3 parapet
     3 grow
     3 comrade
     3 glided
     3 sweat
     3 beaten
     3 tired
     3 worlds
     3 domes
     3 named
     3 larger
     3 crawl
     3 wrought
     3 slay
     3 swung
     3 clearly
     3 flushed
     3 myself
     3 blew
     3 done
     3 doom
     3 equal
     3 press
     3 leaping
     3 crowded
     3 point
     3 locked
     3 mailed
     3 killed
     3 utter
     3 blank
     3 lines
     3 gold
     3 chance
     3 crossed
     3 sheathing
     3 blazed
     3 soul
     3 bedrock
     3 yelled
     3 rigid
     3 loathing
     3 lift
     3 ear
     3 return
     3 narrowed
     3 scourged
     3 rushing
     3 lest
     3 doing
     3 dense
     3 boy
     3 blur
     3 edges
     3 bottom
     3 downward
     3 infinite
     3 rolled
     3 talking
     3 lips
     3 wrong
     3 quick
     3 riding
     3 rod
     3 poured
     3 split
     3 features
     3 crouched
     3 soon
     3 moons
     3 onto
     3 start
     3 leaning
     3 anyone
     3 flicker
     3 glimmering
     3 cleft
     3 waist
     3 brutes
     3 archway
     3 stripes
     3 screaming
     3 flat
     3 crashing
     3 company
     3 cheeks
     3 themselves
     3 choose
     3 blaze
     3 rings
     3 ordered
     3 hundred
     3 news
     3 flashed
     3 rough
     3 smooth
     3 brilliance
     3 diamond
     3 hesitated
     3 corridor
     3 anger
     3 chieftains
     3 catch
     3 quarrel
     3 showed
     3 reason
     3 lightning
     3 brightness
     3 seats
     3 whisper
     3 magic
     3 rags
     3 lights
     3 outward
     3 faced
     3 pouring
     3 shout
     3 stunned
     3 quarters
     3 giant
     3 ceased
     3 does
     3 knowing
     3 forbidden
     3 spun
     3 blankets
     3 barred
     3 carrying
     3 winding
     3 morning
     3 flagon
     3 angrily
     3 somewhere
     3 inward
     3 grimly
     3 dull
     3 surface
     3 deepened
     3 miles
     3 trampled
     3 wish
     3 winged
     3 cover
     3 thickened
     3 ruins
     3 piping
     3 horizon
     3 hour
     3 women
     3 path
     3 ever
     3 upper
     3 covered
     3 pallet
     3 captives
     3 empty
     3 thief
     3 dust
     3 nightmare
     3 otherwise
     3 drank
     3 staring
     3 pure
     3 herd
     3 torn
     3 stepped
     3 eyeless
     3 short
     3 humans
     3 swore
     2 dwelling
     2 settling
     2 sheathed
     2 crowding
     2 lies
     2 owned
     2 cressets
     2 stair
     2 show
     2 overlaid
     2 gleam
     2 triumph
     2 deimos
     2 whistling
     2 amethyst
     2 seconds
     2 wonder
     2 dared
     2 sight
     2 third
     2 enter
     2 warlock
     2 battle-madness
     2 conquered
     2 dimly
     2 unclean
     2 four
     2 staggered
     2 experience
     2 reared
     2 inevitably
     2 he's
     2 cliff
     2 stolen
     2 wry
     2 spanned
     2 withered
     2 fast
     2 dare
     2 outlines
     2 towering
     2 metal
     2 jaws
     2 urged
     2 flayed
     2 strike
     2 fears
     2 image
     2 practice
     2 coiling
     2 supple
     2 struggled
     2 hark
     2 reluctant
     2 child
     2 strongly
     2 subtly
     2 boots
     2 tethered
     2 sacred
     2 rubbed
     2 demanded
     2 lashed
     2 thundered
     2 frosts
     2 hoped
     2 red-gold
     2 bargain
     2 wheeled
     2 yawned
     2 balin's
     2 stayed
     2 sweep
     2 ached
     2 ridden
     2 armed
     2 numbness
     2 shrewd
     2 rider
     2 tinged
     2 behold
     2 faceless
     2 devil
     2 everywhere
     2 slashed
     2 loom
     2 certainly
     2 flickered
     2 levels
     2 intense
     2 kirtle
     2 lower
     2 demons
     2 ridges
     2 shattered
     2 hurt
     2 swarmed
     2 stir
     2 wanted
     2 worth
     2 sharp
     2 alleys
     2 whip
     2 decide
     2 slits
     2 snakelike
     2 werewolf
     2 cunning
     2 spires
     2 brooded
     2 notched
     2 unhuman
     2 exhaustion
     2 stronger
     2 castles
     2 vaulted
     2 shape
     2 falling
     2 twice
     2 journey
     2 thongs
     2 grunted
     2 pleaded
     2 infinitely
     2 forces
     2 drops
     2 harshly
     2 vouch
     2 spans
     2 mocked
     2 organs
     2 backs
     2 sudden
     2 terribly
     2 ribbon
     2 shrugged
     2 setting
     2 thank
     2 upright
     2 picking
     2 race
     2 blowing
     2 bearers
     2 interest
     2 waiting
     2 sweeping
     2 shadowed
     2 knee
     2 glistened
     2 wonderful
     2 unguessable
     2 everything
     2 countless
     2 wondered
     2 speaking
     2 snarling
     2 grip
     2 mine
     2 outrun
     2 flowers
     2 crevices
     2 wood
     2 hate
     2 sad
     2 warned
     2 call
     2 radiations
     2 otar's
     2 gestured
     2 opposite
     2 whatever
     2 weary
     2 release
     2 colour
     2 vague
     2 sometime
     2 solitary
     2 pushed
     2 stupendous
     2 quicker
     2 affect
     2 killers
     2 facing
     2 sparkling
     2 dismounted
     2 chafing
     2 purple
     2 wound
     2 blinding
     2 wandering
     2 carven
     2 faltered
     2 legend
     2 seems
     2 swaying
     2 forgot
     2 hideous
     2 beings
     2 slowed
     2 intricate
     2 shrill
     2 awe
     2 hearing
     2 battering
     2 crushed
     2 sprawled
     2 stride
     2 thousand
     2 wrist
     2 hunters
     2 exactly
     2 hunting
     2 gossamer
     2 trampling
     2 flanks
     2 intensity
     2 knot
     2 haft
     2 fragile
     2 mistress
     2 link
     2 kill
     2 restless
     2 children
     2 globes
     2 comb
     2 fellows
     2 noon
     2 points
     2 bleak
     2 track
     2 clad
     2 heap
     2 friend
     2 straightened
     2 voiced
     2 idea
     2 brother's
     2 broad
     2 swinging
     2 fashion
     2 jewelled
     2 hushed
     2 darkling
     2 forehead
     2 obeyed
     2 marrow
     2 worrying
     2 try
     2 unafraid
     2 lose
     2 spoken
     2 stealthy
     2 cursed
     2 bluish
     2 flare
     2 can't
     2 invisible
     2 safety
     2 limbs
     2 sister
     2 folk
     2 weaving
     2 plundered
     2 feared
     2 king's
     2 shown
     2 trust
     2 reptilian
     2 peg
     2 curiously
     2 flash
     2 evening
     2 wraiths
     2 building
     2 happy
     2 table
     2 green
     2 pulse
     2 flames
     2 flared
     2 carpeted
     2 bring
     2 offered
     2 shut
     2 brittle
     2 squealing
     2 approach
     2 amused
     2 imperfect
     2 magnificent
     2 usual
     2 hope
     2 cloths
     2 stretching
     2 grey
     2 simple
     2 furniture
     2 sea
     2 deadly
     2 ripped
     2 questions
     2 shivering
     2 whirled
     2 kicked
     2 grandeur
     2 gathering
     2 norland
     2 nerve
     2 stab
     2 violence
     2 bloodstained
     2 cells
     2 someone
     2 herself
     2 crouch
     2 changed
     2 beat
     2 tempted
     2 intent
     2 postern
     2 gown
     2 facets
     2 song
     2 reeling
     2 quietly
     2 shifted
     2 fists
     2 uncanny
     2 crush
     2 taint
     2 ladder
     2 increasing
     2 harness
     2 waged
     2 fate
     2 repress
     2 slacken
     2 barren
     2 strangely
     2 focus
     2 likely
     2 steady
     2 settled
     2 valleys
     2 escape
     2 studying
     2 jaw
     2 shone
     2 follows
     2 gun
     2 ash
     2 reward
     2 what's
     2 sit
     2 besides
     2 tracery
     2 padded
     2 ball
     2 carved
     2 peered
     2 hurry
     2 booths
     2 crazed
     2 flickering
     2 managed
     2 ruin
     2 blackened
     2 breaking
     2 shrouded
     2 clamor
     2 crouching
     2 vibrations
     2 shot
     2 rise
     2 outstretched
     2 chambers
     2 giants
     2 rolling
     2 such
     2 guess
     2 teeth
     2 treasured
     2 sickness
     2 corners
     2 muffled
     2 filling
     2 spearman
     2 mid-afternoon
     2 pointed
     2 drugged
     2 hoarse
     2 curiosity
     2 returned
     2 forget
     2 churned
     2 birds
     2 ornament
     2 beard
     2 meeting
     2 coats
     2 russet
     2 smiling
     2 men's
     2 utterly
     2 thieves
     2 hated
     2 kissed
     2 rage
     2 raged
     2 difficult
     2 tears
     2 predatory
     2 luminous
     2 lightly
     2 howled
     2 pack
     2 according
     2 pity
     2 main
     2 nerves
     2 veils
     2 marble
     2 soldier
     2 tightened
     2 rank
     2 crack
     2 strode
     2 guessed
     2 understood
     2 thoughts
     2 twisting
     2 demon
     2 hunt
     2 several
     2 caution
     2 sing
     2 feel
     2 whose
     2 legs
     2 work
     2 scarred
     2 thanis'
     2 swayed
     2 frost-fire
     2 backed
     2 weight
     2 wounds
     2 finished
     2 smile
     2 excited
     2 recognized
     2 hardly
     2 sprawling
     2 borne
     2 thieves'
     2 hovered
     2 huddled
     2 covering
     2 skin
     2 spurs
     2 moon
     2 ledges
     2 dreadful
     2 bringing
     2 stampeding
     2 fantastic
     2 ring
     2 weariness
     2 cloth
     2 worship
     2 rabble
     2 loose
     2 carving
     2 born
     2 shuddering
     2 eternity
     2 war-mask
     2 recoiled
     2 slot
     2 shriek
     2 stripped
     2 controls
     2 cryptic
     2 ladders
     2 whiteness
     2 freedom
     2 robbed
     2 corner
     2 glitter
     2 woman's
     2 quickly
     2 rushed
     2 shall
     2 riven
     2 expecting
     2 struggling
     2 gripped
     2 strides
     2 officer
     2 turns
     2 purpose
     2 forefront
     2 bursting
     2 draw
     2 spinning
     2 projected
     2 oppressed
     2 statues
     2 burn
     2 openings
     2 remained
     2 leap
     1 greeting
     1 richer
     1 hangings
     1 sculptured
     1 descend
     1 far-away
     1 portal
     1 crest
     1 reminder
     1 mild
     1 smells
     1 telepathy
     1 outcrop
     1 booth
     1 proof
     1 stifled
     1 crown
     1 uttely
     1 guest
     1 penalty
     1 ashamed
     1 iron-sheathed
     1 striking
     1 sweating
     1 employ
     1 knots
     1 enveloped
     1 deafening
     1 bravest
     1 widen
     1 unscathed
     1 carvings
     1 stampeded
     1 thickest
     1 hillmen
     1 fainting
     1 yellow
     1 overlapping
     1 breastplate
     1 stiffly
     1 web
     1 teach
     1 stained
     1 warded
     1 foods
     1 unreasoning
     1 grey-faced
     1 gracefully
     1 restive
     1 flint-tipped
     1 protected
     1 perfect
     1 birth
     1 illusion
     1 both
     1 encircled
     1 resistless
     1 man-without-a-tribe
     1 they'll
     1 relief
     1 superstition
     1 object
     1 brilliant
     1 relic
     1 skirling
     1 govern
     1 antipathetic
     1 splintered
     1 indecisively
     1 cheered
     1 valkis
     1 horrible
     1 frightful
     1 belong
     1 sulkily
     1 foreign
     1 ceasing
     1 cathedral-like
     1 higher
     1 musky
     1 scarlet
     1 rouse
     1 late
     1 foot
     1 boomed
     1 shudder
     1 devours
     1 titanic
     1 ho
     1 pot
     1 curbed
     1 unceasing
     1 fringes
     1 meat
     1 stabbing
     1 hearthstone
     1 luck
     1 shafts
     1 striding
     1 risen
     1 glint
     1 tribes
     1 dimness
     1 wary
     1 blocking
     1 leading
     1 draught
     1 girl's
     1 flourish
     1 trapped
     1 welled
     1 brightly
     1 bare
     1 surprised
     1 slate
     1 unwrapped
     1 swerved
     1 unconscious
     1 athwart
     1 exact
     1 cheek
     1 gorge
     1 thrown
     1 understanding
     1 clutched
     1 spilled
     1 bridle
     1 bowmen
     1 rough-cut
     1 concerning
     1 questing
     1 nervous
     1 apprehension
     1 pommel
     1 clashing
     1 bards
     1 refused
     1 fulfillment
     1 balm's
     1 brick
     1 frail
     1 mysterious
     1 expressive
     1 writhing
     1 wandered
     1 trail
     1 stun
     1 brat
     1 lacked
     1 inches
     1 chips
     1 mouths
     1 officers
     1 half-human
     1 accepted
     1 scrutiny
     1 sending
     1 solar
     1 purely
     1 rationally
     1 scrubbing
     1 fever
     1 shattering
     1 glaring
     1 badlands
     1 abode
     1 spurting
     1 continued
     1 growling
     1 epithet
     1 tense
     1 smouldering
     1 order
     1 sorry
     1 they're
     1 foothold
     1 unstirring
     1 rogue's
     1 fierce-eyed
     1 jovial
     1 pathway
     1 sword's
     1 victims
     1 underneath
     1 flamed
     1 grown
     1 lurk
     1 arching
     1 dyed
     1 badge
     1 banged
     1 thrusting
     1 writhe
     1 steal
     1 hardening
     1 drawing
     1 lying
     1 shielded
     1 beast-thing
     1 shiver
     1 incredibly
     1 quickening
     1 elder
     1 expressively
     1 epic
     1 tamed
     1 envied
     1 exquisitely
     1 heed
     1 hoping
     1 thousands
     1 tops
     1 threads
     1 deathly
     1 shrieking
     1 smoothly
     1 servant
     1 anticipation
     1 beds
     1 iii
     1 shocked
     1 knows
     1 gentleness
     1 rim
     1 infinitesimal
     1 confused
     1 captive
     1 drag
     1 humor
     1 whipped
     1 fulfilled
     1 dominion
     1 baring
     1 camps
     1 thickness
     1 state
     1 rub
     1 indifference
     1 delayed
     1 annoyed
     1 tanned
     1 attitude
     1 pennant
     1 file
     1 wastes
     1 bidding
     1 creaked
     1 yes'
     1 deserted
     1 finding
     1 channeled
     1 cast
     1 hit
     1 science
     1 palm
     1 worry
     1 passing
     1 pitiful
     1 stagger
     1 lawless
     1 legends
     1 crested
     1 daintily
     1 handed
     1 city-states
     1 respect
     1 bezel
     1 aimlessly
     1 kitchen
     1 plays
     1 deserved
     1 immemorial
     1 scratch
     1 contemptuously
     1 shockingly
     1 spearing
     1 merry
     1 blows
     1 variation
     1 butcher's
     1 pounding
     1 edge-on
     1 sleek
     1 thumb-joint
     1 spurning
     1 lengthening
     1 miracles
     1 foam
     1 flamboys
     1 shearing
     1 worried
     1 telepaths
     1 muttered
     1 founded
     1 loud
     1 adornment
     1 entered
     1 manner
     1 organ
     1 frosted
     1 loved
     1 multitudes
     1 battlements
     1 culture
     1 write
     1 movements
     1 curve
     1 deadened
     1 choice
     1 holes
     1 discomfort
     1 so-called
     1 concentrated
     1 bolt
     1 rippling
     1 halls
     1 flooding
     1 sank
     1 meant
     1 greshi
     1 form
     1 force-waves
     1 military
     1 encrusted
     1 impatiently
     1 citadels
     1 leads
     1 mockery
     1 crying
     1 rearing
     1 nevertheless
     1 remember
     1 test
     1 wrecked
     1 fleet
     1 lazily
     1 therefore
     1 having
     1 winds
     1 makes
     1 watershed
     1 coat
     1 pellucid
     1 hunkered
     1 rangy
     1 banished
     1 inchoate
     1 watchfires
     1 blue-white
     1 banquet
     1 jam
     1 ignoring
     1 lent
     1 curvet
     1 join
     1 packed
     1 meaning
     1 likes
     1 device
     1 arches
     1 wanderers
     1 febrile
     1 badly
     1 sealing
     1 comfortable
     1 scent
     1 wine-cup
     1 alternatives
     1 deer
     1 corroding
     1 troop
     1 unmasking
     1 son
     1 snowy
     1 you'll
     1 tremble
     1 officer's
     1 tower's
     1 midnight
     1 tossed
     1 cell
     1 thinning
     1 guarding
     1 bottle
     1 writhed
     1 alert
     1 wine-jars
     1 slash
     1 anguish
     1 battled
     1 warrior
     1 lined
     1 band
     1 shallow
     1 commerce
     1 therapy
     1 travelled
     1 wicked
     1 savory
     1 suspended
     1 weals
     1 expertly
     1 march
     1 crumbled
     1 slapped
     1 fastened
     1 replace
     1 merchants
     1 feral
     1 observed
     1 eastward
     1 hunger
     1 lizard's
     1 searching
     1 archways
     1 torrents
     1 greenish
     1 planets
     1 cowardice
     1 kiss
     1 rooftops
     1 quaver
     1 snow-cat
     1 placing
     1 obscured
     1 cat's
     1 obviously
     1 rally
     1 bravely
     1 dancing
     1 figures
     1 breast
     1 stupor
     1 swiftness
     1 parchment
     1 hauled
     1 beauty
     1 flooded
     1 others'
     1 undressed
     1 eye
     1 ebon
     1 somberly
     1 smite
     1 weakened
     1 geography
     1 salve
     1 banners
     1 holy
     1 necessity
     1 mention
     1 wrenched
     1 frequently
     1 drives
     1 drums
     1 pour
     1 build
     1 descending
     1 scramble
     1 threadbare
     1 stare
     1 kingdom
     1 flaring
     1 forbear
     1 eddies
     1 mercenary
     1 curled
     1 fanatics
     1 sobs
     1 result
     1 barter
     1 slumbering
     1 houses
     1 angered
     1 personage
     1 fewer
     1 senseless
     1 sensitive
     1 coins
     1 warding
     1 pads
     1 girl
     1 lance
     1 reclaim
     1 stroking
     1 veneer
     1 helmets
     1 admission
     1 long-dead
     1 turmoil
     1 sombre
     1 drowsing
     1 amazon
     1 wrote
     1 altered
     1 chosen
     1 drink
     1 rebuild
     1 mock
     1 claws
     1 outlander
     1 vii
     1 stuffs
     1 gasping
     1 singing
     1 shoved
     1 designed
     1 desperately
     1 post
     1 easily
     1 ungodly
     1 upraised
     1 wished
     1 staggering
     1 weak
     1 guttered
     1 showing
     1 lifting
     1 scrap
     1 interior
     1 tear
     1 duality
     1 soiled
     1 roofless
     1 newly
     1 force-beam
     1 irritation
     1 palace
     1 petty
     1 southward
     1 doomed
     1 intermediate
     1 battles
     1 widening
     1 racked
     1 addressed
     1 explain
     1 jostling
     1 shuddered
     1 cynical
     1 dreamed
     1 arrogance
     1 metropolis
     1 milling
     1 slight
     1 yearly
     1 mass
     1 hucksters
     1 spirals
     1 guerilla
     1 invaders
     1 changing
     1 earned
     1 handful
     1 wells
     1 daring
     1 flatten
     1 toy
     1 clash
     1 licked
     1 shuffled
     1 eyeholes
     1 monoliths
     1 happened
     1 gear
     1 shame
     1 urgency
     1 oil
     1 civilization
     1 marshalled
     1 painfully
     1 mountain-valleys
     1 dwelt
     1 reverently
     1 frame
     1 hours'
     1 stationary
     1 ambition
     1 jekkara
     1 grand
     1 v
     1 prudent
     1 defying
     1 expect
     1 overpowering
     1 generations
     1 cursing
     1 fitted
     1 sag
     1 hollow
     1 glimpses
     1 unfamiliar
     1 rout
     1 lodged
     1 uncle
     1 chew
     1 tempering
     1 ringed
     1 spectre
     1 sprung
     1 sidelong
     1 brutal
     1 impassively
     1 canals
     1 indistinct
     1 catlike
     1 remorse
     1 penetrating
     1 bars
     1 efficient
     1 stairway
     1 darker
     1 servants
     1 thunderbolt
     1 flexed
     1 muscle
     1 brief
     1 drowned
     1 pricking
     1 restraint
     1 wheel-shaped
     1 allowed
     1 year
     1 delighted
     1 muscles
     1 loins
     1 glimpse
     1 defenders
     1 racketing
     1 citadel
     1 ballistas
     1 craggy
     1 limb
     1 rain
     1 coalesced
     1 future
     1 i'll
     1 welter
     1 inch
     1 spices
     1 nice
     1 fleeting
     1 numbers
     1 overhead
     1 wilderness
     1 stillness
     1 breed
     1 virginal
     1 scratches
     1 aboriginal
     1 striving
     1 clogged
     1 lissome
     1 superstitious
     1 swarming
     1 unprotesting
     1 menaced
     1 pang
     1 tika
     1 increased
     1 loping
     1 coldness
     1 man-made
     1 quality
     1 depository
     1 raw
     1 unmasked
     1 similar
     1 swordblades
     1 flowed
     1 nations
     1 asleep
     1 feverishly
     1 prison
     1 tracks
     1 campaign
     1 you've
     1 sickle
     1 alarm
     1 necklet
     1 slinking
     1 smelled
     1 sombrely
     1 arched
     1 changelessness
     1 windrows
     1 chattering
     1 lingered
     1 wearily
     1 roofs
     1 artisans
     1 gag
     1 offer
     1 urgent
     1 huckster's
     1 creature's
     1 hauberk
     1 yelling
     1 panelled
     1 plaza
     1 furiously
     1 paving
     1 tugging
     1 oddly
     1 flap
     1 deft
     1 cleaned
     1 suppose
     1 cuirass
     1 echo
     1 rebounding
     1 conquest
     1 gap
     1 faded
     1 aflame
     1 contrary
     1 wolfish
     1 backward
     1 deserts
     1 gamble
     1 ice-level
     1 hampered
     1 written
     1 rap
     1 stalls
     1 tinge
     1 cared
     1 wants
     1 rubbing
     1 puckishly
     1 sparse
     1 dam
     1 feverish
     1 she's
     1 fangs
     1 overthrown
     1 native
     1 walking
     1 blood-howl
     1 spite
     1 hearth
     1 inquisitive
     1 slaughter
     1 honor
     1 shore
     1 white-skinned
     1 throwing
     1 unpleasant
     1 etched
     1 toneless
     1 inwardly
     1 slots
     1 sparkle
     1 wordless
     1 uneven
     1 clouded
     1 ii
     1 afterward
     1 raggedly
     1 solid
     1 base
     1 blanketed
     1 cyclopean
     1 endure
     1 mekhish
     1 looming
     1 protested
     1 unnatural
     1 bulking
     1 brushed
     1 extinction
     1 communications
     1 names
     1 roughly
     1 lambent
     1 fouled
     1 trap
     1 doesn't
     1 cleaving
     1 functions
     1 pull
     1 plodded
     1 pipes
     1 dismayed
     1 hurled
     1 sped
     1 visible
     1 glide
     1 game
     1 half-frozen
     1 repeated
     1 glow
     1 dozen
     1 nearly
     1 snowflakes
     1 fifty
     1 clasped
     1 sixth
     1 frost-crystals
     1 spitted
     1 dazed
     1 seeking
     1 minute
     1 inhabit
     1 gaming
     1 bullet
     1 strapped
     1 suffer
     1 finally
     1 surrounded
     1 tossing
     1 stepping
     1 upland
     1 toothless
     1 fog
     1 exultation
     1 amid
     1 either
     1 wept
     1 falter
     1 beardless
     1 atavistic
     1 thrummed
     1 riddle
     1 cheering
     1 warder
     1 weavings
     1 yea
     1 rounded
     1 dances
     1 passageway
     1 street
     1 mockingly
     1 opens
     1 amusement
     1 translucent
     1 melt
     1 carry
     1 sacking
     1 iron-muscled
     1 camped
     1 jerked
     1 soft-bellied
     1 girl-child
     1 spectrum
     1 jacket
     1 star-shaped
     1 times
     1 trousers
     1 nearer
     1 answers
     1 wench
     1 gaining
     1 reddish
     1 strained
     1 ecstasy
     1 chieftain
     1 numb
     1 condemned
     1 visage
     1 miracle
     1 bench
     1 arc
     1 bolts
     1 rulers
     1 hewed
     1 crescent
     1 giving
     1 everyone
     1 tables
     1 won't
     1 rations
     1 trouble
     1 importance
     1 failed
     1 watchers
     1 sensed
     1 sloped
     1 whom
     1 finish
     1 snow-crystals
     1 heaped
     1 yours
     1 strumpet
     1 spired
     1 fetched
     1 saying
     1 tramp
     1 stains
     1 climbing
     1 thigh
     1 relieve
     1 bounds
     1 uncommon
     1 ruling
     1 lofty
     1 reflection
     1 eagerness
     1 radiated
     1 torch
     1 sill
     1 expression
     1 learning
     1 numbing
     1 blocked
     1 unarmed
     1 inspect
     1 motes
     1 speed
     1 relax
     1 stealing
     1 ache
     1 mobs
     1 blood-stained
     1 darkside
     1 jealousy
     1 plucked
     1 spray
     1 vagabond
     1 bows
     1 rather
     1 mental
     1 shaved
     1 monstrous
     1 spidery
     1 geometric
     1 salvation
     1 icefield
     1 fogged
     1 high-flung
     1 released
     1 bond
     1 mingled
     1 regain
     1 furs
     1 incuriously
     1 clara's
     1 greedily
     1 prisoner
     1 hungry
     1 terrified
     1 delicacy
     1 scythe
     1 expected
     1 din
     1 twitched
     1 wailing
     1 unashamed
     1 crushing
     1 wearing
     1 turning
     1 planned
     1 strands
     1 rainbows
     1 sceptrelike
     1 snapping
     1 sitting
     1 shards
     1 hoarsely
     1 dusk
     1 mocking
     1 remaining
     1 dreaming
     1 patient
     1 presented
     1 carrion
     1 rat-runs
     1 callous
     1 prisoned
     1 ice-shelled
     1 grasped
     1 unsteady
     1 score
     1 stiff
     1 wise
     1 suggested
     1 torment
     1 silenced
     1 rooftop
     1 later
     1 sceptre
     1 swordblade
     1 hoard
     1 seething
     1 prodded
     1 anxiety
     1 feasted
     1 withdrawn
     1 group
     1 unimagined
     1 sparks
     1 dismount
     1 remembering
     1 dispute
     1 patience
     1 noticing
     1 particular
     1 walled
     1 crook
     1 viii
     1 scholar's
     1 surprisingly
     1 butt
     1 grunting
     1 astonishing
     1 fancied
     1 proceeded
     1 snicker
     1 ignored
     1 vibration
     1 hum
     1 gleamed
     1 enjoyment
     1 day's
     1 vi
     1 corrosive
     1 difference
     1 ends
     1 perceived
     1 nonsense
     1 sheep
     1 crossing
     1 magnetic
     1 protect
     1 stands
     1 instrument
     1 squealed
     1 telling
     1 lithe
     1 steep
     1 vestige
     1 niches
     1 woven
     1 needed
     1 curved
     1 growls
     1 breasts
     1 unwillingly
     1 cutting
     1 trembled
     1 relentlessly
     1 crosses
     1 timbers
     1 notch
     1 father
     1 brands
     1 lacy
     1 chains
     1 flask
     1 spearheads
     1 antique
     1 idiocy
     1 herded
     1 floors
     1 hiss
     1 acquired
     1 tender
     1 headlong
     1 premonition
     1 wielding
     1 ten
     1 eager
     1 harried
     1 sweet
     1 eagle
     1 aboriginals
     1 weeping
     1 blotted
     1 regarding
     1 desert
     1 carthage
     1 timeless
     1 storm
     1 forelock
     1 awaked
     1 there's
     1 soup
     1 horn
     1 many-levelled
     1 discounted
     1 drumming
     1 catacombs
     1 plunder
     1 victim
     1 means
     1 moaned
     1 announcing
     1 reasonable
     1 fatally
     1 disturb
     1 bitterly
     1 judge
     1 west
     1 bell
     1 maze
     1 awoke
     1 pen
     1 tucked
     1 smash
     1 received
     1 defend
     1 hungering
     1 next
     1 lately
     1 barrakesh
     1 washed
     1 frightened
     1 snatched
     1 hanging
     1 lustre
     1 tough-handed
     1 ragged
     1 impression
     1 mute
     1 growled
     1 regarded
     1 joining
     1 clothes
     1 avenues
     1 hiding
     1 tomorrow
     1 cautious
     1 ability
     1 hard-won
     1 peculiar
     1 positive
     1 battle-mask
     1 unholy
     1 stamped
     1 brave
     1 knave
     1 sigh
     1 course
     1 scooped
     1 wars
     1 loathsome
     1 mane
     1 paintings
     1 boys
     1 lengthen
     1 rawhide
     1 interlocking
     1 honest
     1 hollowed
     1 whiten
     1 axes
     1 detachment
     1 enquire
     1 halted
     1 wildly
     1 enamel
     1 skirts
     1 slogged
     1 tattered
     1 none
     1 fascination
     1 linked
     1 killer
     1 roam
     1 early
     1 retinue
     1 prick
     1 scaling
     1 jammed
     1 accuse
     1 misled
     1 bony
     1 possibly
     1 hers
     1 tanit
     1 floods
     1 creep
     1 beware
     1 profession
     1 impulse
     1 murmur
     1 shrewdness
     1 width
     1 inert
     1 harming
     1 resist
     1 proved
     1 best
     1 clumps
     1 aloud
     1 filth
     1 rot
     1 retreated
     1 hammer-stroke
     1 sauntered
     1 folded
     1 spiderweb
     1 gaunt
     1 spiders
     1 clamored
     1 brows
     1 pad
     1 crazily
     1 receive
     1 throbbed
     1 bears
     1 pink
     1 sloughed
     1 realized
     1 glacial
     1 caused
     1 lizard
     1 bother
     1 skulls
     1 clamp
     1 glimmer
     1 blending
     1 snows
     1 field
     1 greater
     1 wasteland
     1 rows
     1 cold-numbed
     1 yard
     1 bottoms
     1 destroying
     1 admiration
     1 hesitant
     1 fairylike
     1 moonset
     1 bridge
     1 marred
     1 shuffling
     1 cat-cry
     1 unrisen
     1 hurl
     1 probe
     1 baths
     1 spurring
     1 demanding
     1 stunning
     1 unconquerable
     1 citizen
     1 nameless
     1 clothing
     1 trappings
     1 raking
     1 spaceships
     1 false
     1 expressionless
     1 threatened
     1 altering
     1 urging
     1 lot
     1 hypnotic
     1 mean
     1 thicker
     1 stick
     1 needles
     1 halo
     1 abhorred
     1 steaming
     1 swifter
     1 taste
     1 planet
     1 grinned
     1 bruise
     1 rungs
     1 search
     1 coquetry
     1 trying
     1 guarded
     1 marbly
     1 bastard
     1 outlaw
     1 consciousness
     1 play
     1 thinks
     1 undertones
     1 terminus
     1 scum
     1 stumbling
     1 sinewy
     1 incredible
     1 choked
     1 presence
     1 unbuckled
     1 type
     1 worked
     1 harmed
     1 lonely
     1 ended
     1 bellowed
     1 front
     1 amount
     1 cruelly
     1 marked
     1 reverse
     1 overshot
     1 prate
     1 quarry
     1 windy
     1 hunted
     1 inland
     1 poor
     1 abilities
     1 bleary
     1 thighs
     1 ruck
     1 yourself
     1 passion
     1 atop
     1 fire-blue
     1 hammered
     1 dizzy
     1 whirring
     1 instinctive
     1 beast's
     1 line
     1 childish
     1 detail
     1 earth
     1 cup
     1 families
     1 belief
     1 laugh
     1 working
     1 sickly
     1 globed
     1 lighted
     1 claim
     1 spectacular
     1 risked
     1 burnished
     1 thundering
     1 headrope
     1 centers
     1 comrade's
     1 deeper
     1 eerily
     1 streams
     1 moves
     1 blades
     1 boulders
     1 dented
     1 clustering
     1 extended
     1 blinked
     1 height
     1 pressed
     1 spirits
     1 dog
     1 bundle
     1 muted
     1 lip
     1 breathed
     1 phobos
     1 wild-eyed
     1 sour
     1 victors
     1 thinned
     1 satisfied
     1 panting
     1 aura
     1 husky
     1 bowl
     1 kicking
     1 heaps
     1 avalanche
     1 mercy
     1 waterways
     1 spends
     1 grumbling
     1 blue
     1 healed
     1 meekly
     1 crumbling
     1 refuge
     1 wine-sellers
     1 system
     1 uncertain
     1 closing
     1 afoot
     1 shifting
     1 spotted
     1 calling
     1 greet
     1 sword-blade
     1 invaded
     1 underfoot
     1 slush
     1 places
     1 red-haired
     1 haze
     1 bred
     1 beset
     1 cloaks
     1 warm-bodied
     1 graced
     1 ageless
     1 battered
     1 indignity
     1 ringing
     1 untouched
     1 east
     1 cased
     1 sullenly
     1 sensation
     1 yield
     1 citizens
     1 thick
     1 twelve-pointed
     1 patterned
     1 floundering
     1 lancing
     1 dulled
     1 remains
     1 reek
     1 clenched
     1 spine
     1 tending
     1 become
     1 motions
     1 pipers
     1 fit
     1 riches
     1 martian's
     1 careful
     1 flawed
     1 recognition
     1 pitched
     1 swing
     1 girdle
     1 chose
     1 reedlike
     1 answering
     1 challenging
     1 skyline
     1 petals
     1 love
     1 thrashed
     1 hastily
     1 lock
     1 caravan
     1 images
     1 service
     1 emerged
     1 tones
     1 penetrate
     1 sword-blades
     1 thong
     1 controlling
     1 reeled
     1 sagged
     1 afterglow
     1 metallic
     1 hordes
     1 keener
     1 squarely
     1 lattice-work
     1 speech
     1 cringed
     1 caressed
     1 fluently
     1 races
     1 transparent
     1 juts
     1 imagined
     1 conscious
     1 brighten
     1 miners
     1 witch
     1 ribbons
     1 rule
     1 knocked
     1 courtly
     1 stalking
     1 firm
     1 talismans
     1 grim
     1 combed
     1 minarets
     1 odds
     1 glassy
     1 churning
     1 warrant
     1 strip
     1 shocking
     1 doubtful
     1 opalescent
     1 benches
     1 demand
     1 curtains
     1 cries
     1 emplacements
     1 drift
     1 tramped
     1 guided
     1 weapons
     1 hungrily
     1 guns
     1 soared
     1 splendor
     1 fascinated
     1 furred
     1 rich
     1 spanning
     1 clay
     1 city's
     1 friends
     1 amazement
     1 nostrils
     1 protest
     1 chain
     1 hating
     1 feed
     1 cheerful
     1 lives
     1 reply
     1 willing
     1 meticulous
     1 gesture
     1 madman
     1 intermittent
     1 sensory
     1 marvellously
     1 burrowed
     1 cling
     1 abysmal
     1 controlled
     1 sinned
     1 flay
     1 rustling
     1 essentially
     1 patiently
     1 tameless
     1 reflected
     1 hummed
     1 falcon's
     1 using
     1 ludicrous
     1 cords
     1 westering
     1 elf-locks
     1 appeared
     1 fabled
     1 childlike
     1 always
     1 watercourse
     1 light-armed
     1 tire
     1 suffered
     1 resolutely
     1 dressed
     1 thread
     1 ready
     1 spare
     1 echoed
     1 blot
     1 dizziness
     1 tiny
     1 someday
     1 scoured
     1 fleeing
     1 sweeps
     1 hounded
     1 apathy
     1 master-bank
     1 terrors
     1 struggle
     1 hammer
     1 aureole
     1 complicated
     1 restrained
     1 slightly
     1 weighed
     1 mother
     1 stopping
     1 surprising
     1 grandfather
     1 conquerors
     1 looks
     1 offense
     1 remote
     1 challenge
     1 looting
     1 melting
     1 flee
     1 served
     1 anywhere
     1 scratched
     1 firelight
     1 bright-cored
     1 daylight
     1 change
     1 pacing
     1 realize
     1 stealth
     1 brute
     1 beaded
     1 gums
     1 mingle
     1 spawn
     1 wing
     1 centuries
     1 denote
     1 murderous
     1 gained
     1 marched
     1 egg
     1 swordsmen
     1 instead
     1 remembers
     1 sunk
     1 throb
     1 ice-bridges
     1 blood-red
     1 stiffen
     1 unmoving
     1 impossible
     1 wings
     1 proudly
     1 abashed
     1 excitment
     1 kinder
     1 joyously
     1 scattered
     1 stroke
     1 iv
     1 shrieked
     1 relaxed
     1 passionate
     1 slitted
     1 stalked
     1 fingering
     1 heavier
     1 scaffolding
     1 girdles
     1 noticed
     1 mechanisms
     1 quiet
     1 five
     1 sinning
     1 scowled
     1 shadowy
     1 earless
     1 seem
     1 stiffened
     1 sunset
     1 four-footed
     1 shirt
     1 completely
     1 ix
     1 conqueror
     1 wakened
     1 imprisoned
     1 remembrance
     1 fan-shaped
     1 wreckage
     1 sleeping
     1 learn
     1 dimmed
     1 visitors
     1 origins
     1 ride
     1 loosen
     1 sin
     1 delight
     1 babylon
     1 noted
     1 windless
     1 branched
     1 thirst
     1 ape-thing
     1 war-harness
     1 filtering
     1 loss
     1 touching
     1 hypnosis
     1 tumult
     1 upset
     1 party
     1 standard
     1 deed
     1 destroy
     1 lace
     1 structure
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 1741 the
     992 and
     756 of
     592 a
     509 he
     468 to
     410 was
     328 that
     297 in
     297 stark
     287 his
     286 it
     250 with
     225 had
     212 you
     198 him
     191 i
     186 her
     171 not
     169 at
     163 on
     149 for
     148 they
     146 but
     137 there
     133 she
     131 as
     127 were
     126 said
     111 all
     100 from
     99 out
     95 into
     94 have
     94 them
     89 their
     86 then
     85 no
     81 came
     79 is
     79 one
     75 up
     75 eyes
     73 treon
     72 would
     71 now
     69 man
     66 like
     66 down
     66 me
     65 who
     64 could
     61 did
     61 so
     59 what
     59 by
     59 be
     58 through
     58 again
     57 away
     57 red
     55 lhari
     54 come
     54 men
     53 we
     53 this
     53 malthor
     52 here
     52 over
     51 an
     51 back
     51 my
     50 egil
     49 see
     49 sea
     48 shuruun
     48 are
     47 time
     47 its
     47 very
     44 long
     44 will
     43 great
     41 where
     41 only
     41 about
     41 face
     41 do
     41 little
     40 stark's
     40 way
     40 been
     38 helvi
     38 or
     37 turned
     37 still
     37 went
     37 though
     37 before
     36 head
     35 some
     35 looked
     34 zareth
     34 saw
     33 if
     33 black
     33 varra
     33 around
     32 when
     32 voice
     32 know
     32 made
     31 gone
     31 thought
     31 dark
     30 sound
     30 own
     30 lost
     30 too
     29 go
     29 body
     29 against
     28 your
     28 seemed
     28 place
     28 thing
     28 last
     27 dead
     27 nothing
     26 more
     26 city
     26 larrabee
     26 never
     26 than
     26 after
     26 look
     26 open
     26 hand
     25 white
     25 woman
     25 hands
     25 half
     25 blood
     25 why
     25 old
     24 toward
     24 knew
     24 must
     24 laughed
     24 slowly
     23 even
     23 square
     23 hair
     23 stood
     23 himself
     23 enough
     23 slaves
     23 upon
     23 well
     23 suddenly
     23 door
     22 how
     22 it's
     22 because
     21 behind
     21 hall
     21 two
     21 light
     21 which
     21 found
     21 once
     20 something
     20 lord
     20 off
     20 held
     20 beyond
     20 other
     19 can
     19 death
     19 rocks
     19 good
     19 heard
     19 itself
     19 silence
     19 stopped
     19 night
     19 people
     19 smiled
     19 young
     19 tell
     18 don't
     18 ones
     18 perhaps
     18 should
     18 among
     18 wind
     18 same
     18 began
     17 under
     17 without
     17 you're
     17 left
     17 until
     17 feet
     17 castle
     17 while
     17 fog
     17 such
     17 shook
     17 first
     16 i'm
     16 forward
     16 lay
     16 spoke
     16 mouth
     16 laughter
     16 find
     16 our
     16 strange
     16 took
     16 between
     15 arms
     15 those
     15 gave
     15 flesh
     15 get
     15 ship
     15 fear
     15 reason
     15 things
     15 think
     15 caught
     15 full
     15 bright
     15 others
     14 set
     14 any
     14 cold
     14 treon's
     14 stone
     14 better
     14 presently
     14 got
     14 guards
     14 dim
     14 am
     14 gods
     14 nor
     14 across
     13 wine
     13 watching
     13 end
     13 except
     13 stranger
     13 has
     13 nodded
     13 malthor's
     13 speak
     13 heart
     13 let
     13 us
     13 going
     13 gulf
     13 neck
     13 father
     13 wall
     13 venus
     13 earth
     13 darkness
     13 might
     13 smile
     13 yet
     13 women
     12 slave
     12 metal
     12 beautiful
     12 wide
     12 seen
     12 struck
     12 mind
     12 cond
     12 straight
     12 also
     12 evil
     12 answered
     12 power
     12 arm
     12 quite
     12 secret
     12 within
     12 yes
     12 these
     12 side
     12 vast
     12 hard
     12 force
     12 deep
     12 sort
     12 take
     12 name
     11 rose
     11 strength
     11 tall
     11 earthman
     11 walls
     11 moved
     11 forever
     11 rain
     11 led
     11 pale
     11 along
     11 wild
     11 building
     11 boy
     11 many
     11 alone
     11 just
     11 forest
     11 air
     11 waited
     11 mud
     11 outside
     11 fires
     11 day
     11 shall
     11 swamps
     11 looking
     10 ran
     10 flame
     10 brother
     10 almost
     10 leaned
     10 shape
     10 you'll
     10 fight
     10 life
     10 sky
     10 slow
     10 silver
     10 creature
     10 egil's
     10 kill
     10 children
     10 watched
     10 asked
     10 low
     10 fell
     10 silent
     10 gun
     10 crimson
     10 coming
     10 afraid
     10 words
     10 known
     10 run
     10 felt
     10 collar
     10 live
     9 knife
     9 right
     9 move
     9 died
     9 broken
     9 may
     9 shrugged
     9 waiting
     9 girl
     9 close
     9 warning
     9 i'll
     9 sat
     9 done
     9 cloud
     9 barrier
     9 keep
     9 die
     9 crouched
     9 changed
     9 much
     9 strong
     9 themselves
     9 glanced
     9 softly
     9 thin
     9 told
     9 moment
     9 started
     9 three
     9 weapons
     9 faces
     9 since
     9 empty
     9 tried
     9 leaped
     9 high
     8 wonder
     8 that's
     8 fire
     8 bare
     8 burst
     8 mountains
     8 weapon
     8 followed
     8 give
     8 pain
     8 cry
     8 throat
     8 doors
     8 beside
     8 sprang
     8 broke
     8 didn't
     8 want
     8 man's
     8 zareth's
     8 swept
     8 bodies
     8 say
     8 kept
     8 proud
     8 beat
     8 i've
     8 far
     8 angry
     8 guard
     8 fighting
     8 tears
     8 anyway
     8 whispered
     8 barred
     8 surface
     8 hidden
     8 trees
     8 skin
     8 sun
     8 free
     8 currents
     8 ask
     8 heavy
     8 years
     7 temple
     7 picked
     7 image
     7 sure
     7 child
     7 make
     7 big
     7 lie
     7 ah
     7 vault
     7 human
     7 mists
     7 drifting
     7 learned
     7 land
     7 word
     7 beast
     7 upward
     7 terrible
     7 together
     7 redness
     7 burned
     7 strangers
     7 hold
     7 space
     7 drew
     7 used
     7 reached
     7 small
     7 can't
     7 leave
     7 kings
     7 gold
     7 brought
     7 matter
     7 huge
     7 streets
     7 bottom
     7 reach
     7 effort
     7 screamed
     7 captain
     7 mist
     7 inside
     7 escape
     7 laid
     7 world
     7 standing
     7 closed
     7 cruel
     7 smiling
     7 watch
     7 bor
     7 laugh
     7 paused
     7 somewhere
     7 stand
     7 stared
     7 shivered
     7 work
     7 each
     7 ever
     7 clear
     7 stepped
     7 shadowy
     6 taken
     6 wait
     6 fair
     6 danger
     6 both
     6 doorway
     6 girl's
     6 gate
     6 destroyed
     6 strait
     6 living
     6 follow
     6 slept
     6 leaving
     6 being
     6 creatures
     6 winds
     6 venusian
     6 thrust
     6 help
     6 race
     6 slipped
     6 stirred
     6 arel
     6 subtle
     6 oh
     6 lived
     6 stones
     6 became
     6 branches
     6 n'chaka
     6 clearly
     6 shoulder
     6 ground
     6 moving
     6 gloom
     6 called
     6 game
     6 glow
     6 cursed
     6 killed
     6 bitter
     6 lap
     6 sleep
     6 smell
     6 hope
     6 dream
     6 chanting
     6 wise
     6 turn
     6 sparks
     6 breathing
     6 someone
     6 new
     6 stop
     6 quietly
     6 cliffs
     6 mad
     6 fallen
     6 anger
     6 showed
     6 safe
     6 clouds
     6 fool
     6 above
     6 naked
     6 few
     6 line
     6 swiftly
     6 dull
     6 opened
     6 sense
     6 wish
     6 often
     6 remembered
     6 ready
     6 sword
     6 staring
     6 floor
     6 quiet
     6 gently
     6 clung
     6 room
     5 breath
     5 already
     5 tree
     5 hot
     5 late
     5 bold
     5 past
     5 passed
     5 buildings
     5 sullen
     5 shadows
     5 whole
     5 demanded
     5 voices
     5 crept
     5 island
     5 ugly
     5 neither
     5 sweep
     5 armed
     5 carefully
     5 laughing
     5 wanted
     5 tavern
     5 sharp
     5 meant
     5 lamps
     5 crying
     5 fierce
     5 round
     5 certain
     5 collars
     5 swords
     5 fled
     5 below
     5 warned
     5 talk
     5 weary
     5 vague
     5 every
     5 care
     5 chart
     5 happened
     5 rock
     5 lead
     5 drowned
     5 shadow
     5 muscles
     5 wrist
     5 beaten
     5 raised
     5 slay
     5 echo
     5 touch
     5 gases
     5 myself
     5 broad
     5 trap
     5 folk
     5 fought
     5 dropped
     5 depths
     5 echoing
     5 dragon
     5 rushing
     5 dawn
     5 rolled
     5 dreaming
     5 motion
     5 forgotten
     5 hissing
     5 flung
     5 trembled
     5 daughter
     5 most
     5 catacombs
     5 grew
     5 another
     5 murk
     5 filled
     5 dying
     5 stick
     5 worked
     5 swam
     5 hell
     5 kissed
     5 rage
     5 need
     5 calling
     5 touched
     5 rest
     5 whose
     5 second
     5 grandmother
     5 always
     5 knees
     5 fruit
     5 pure
     5 wore
     5 town
     4 huts
     4 show
     4 fresh
     4 heavily
     4 gleam
     4 met
     4 leader
     4 wet
     4 twisted
     4 thunder
     4 higher
     4 four
     4 listened
     4 cheek
     4 instinct
     4 tangle
     4 tunic
     4 law
     4 understand
     4 bed
     4 rains
     4 pride
     4 they're
     4 coiling
     4 kind
     4 finger
     4 hoped
     4 curious
     4 part
     4 knows
     4 least
     4 circle
     4 ahead
     4 barely
     4 worse
     4 dragging
     4 silken
     4 different
     4 walk
     4 wrecked
     4 carried
     4 cut
     4 rush
     4 dripping
     4 wouldn't
     4 heading
     4 idiot
     4 stay
     4 entrance
     4 obviously
     4 breast
     4 shouted
     4 note
     4 hide
     4 quays
     4 lords
     4 wondered
     4 sad
     4 he'll
     4 family
     4 ago
     4 torches
     4 distance
     4 barbarian
     4 bulk
     4 seems
     4 hollow
     4 thinking
     4 water
     4 fall
     4 book
     4 passage
     4 speaks
     4 vines
     4 swung
     4 tongue
     4 dreams
     4 friend
     4 perfectly
     4 voiced
     4 steps
     4 cried
     4 nearly
     4 try
     4 spoken
     4 peace
     4 street
     4 crossed
     4 listen
     4 times
     4 lift
     4 flash
     4 happy
     4 doing
     4 crystal
     4 whispering
     4 turning
     4 sitting
     4 quick
     4 puzzled
     4 bloody
     4 goes
     4 tide
     4 narrow
     4 stud
     4 unseen
     4 onto
     4 mirth
     4 anyone
     4 ripe
     4 there's
     4 shifted
     4 screaming
     4 tobal
     4 else
     4 ordered
     4 soft
     4 none
     4 poppy
     4 blade
     4 rolling
     4 current
     4 edge
     4 lightning
     4 use
     4 pointed
     4 returned
     4 grinned
     4 trying
     4 noise
     4 hooded
     4 gardens
     4 utterly
     4 hated
     4 forbidden
     4 bore
     4 fingers
     4 faint
     4 rising
     4 blazing
     4 pity
     4 blue
     4 lifted
     4 blow
     4 deck
     4 added
     4 lazy
     4 girdle
     4 cousin
     4 minds
     4 talons
     4 feeling
     4 wisdom
     4 hardly
     4 warm
     4 loose
     4 carving
     4 sent
     4 savage
     4 taking
     4 glad
     4 covered
     4 anywhere
     4 change
     4 step
     4 shaking
     4 lovely
     4 barracks
     4 remained
     3 cool
     3 rate
     3 hear
     3 surprise
     3 knowledge
     3 dragons
     3 dared
     3 sight
     3 perfect
     3 they'll
     3 third
     3 bad
     3 horrible
     3 foreign
     3 plain
     3 foot
     3 mercury
     3 tribes
     3 he's
     3 harsh
     3 surprised
     3 thrown
     3 aching
     3 steersman
     3 ocean
     3 eternal
     3 pretty
     3 drawing
     3 shiver
     3 madness
     3 rang
     3 fury
     3 silently
     3 slavery
     3 sometimes
     3 meet
     3 boiling
     3 silks
     3 burning
     3 somehow
     3 bending
     3 sounded
     3 demons
     3 manner
     3 drifts
     3 polished
     3 rippling
     3 sank
     3 plunged
     3 figure
     3 blocks
     3 damp
     3 furious
     3 beating
     3 join
     3 meaning
     3 gentle
     3 glowing
     3 chamber
     3 builders
     3 rid
     3 distant
     3 wreathing
     3 curls
     3 startled
     3 trigger
     3 beauty
     3 perfection
     3 prophecies
     3 bar
     3 heads
     3 build
     3 slain
     3 crooked
     3 threw
     3 glimpsed
     3 speaking
     3 grip
     3 mine
     3 clean
     3 somber
     3 beginning
     3 shuddered
     3 dreamed
     3 faintly
     3 formed
     3 purple
     3 station
     3 foolish
     3 answer
     3 lame
     3 aside
     3 large
     3 central
     3 cursing
     3 glittering
     3 juice
     3 shrouding
     3 straining
     3 block
     3 servants
     3 private
     3 direction
     3 tore
     3 sweat
     3 indeed
     3 breed
     3 bear
     3 flowed
     3 labor
     3 shining
     3 put
     3 fools
     3 shock-weapons
     3 squat
     3 restless
     3 queer
     3 alive
     3 weird
     3 spite
     3 doom
     3 idea
     3 shore
     3 trailing
     3 quivered
     3 brushed
     3 roughly
     3 point
     3 wail
     3 briefly
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     1 seaman
     1 stiff
     1 suggested
     1 interbred
     1 shaken
     1 seven-fingered
     1 later
     1 primitives
     1 members
     1 dialect
     1 poured
     1 agony
     1 split
     1 cascading
     1 angels
     1 sighs
     1 kicked
     1 sledge
     1 reflexes
     1 unintelligible
     1 unimagined
     1 dropping
     1 x
     1 peremptory
     1 viii
     1 overseer
     1 violence
     1 blend
     1 grunting
     1 unadorned
     1 chasing
     1 benediction
     1 impotent
     1 defensive
     1 everybody's
     1 shrubs
     1 pledged
     1 roughness
     1 vibration
     1 unease
     1 hopefully
     1 stumbled
     1 chest
     1 goad
     1 vi
     1 fetching
     1 ends
     1 compassionate
     1 herself
     1 returning
     1 steep
     1 woven
     1 needed
     1 lids
     1 ban
     1 spaces
     1 nose
     1 tripped
     1 breasts
     1 punished
     1 halt
     1 exploring
     1 knife-like
     1 electric
     1 jarred
     1 fright
     1 actually
     1 generated
     1 hellcat
     1 servitude
     1 ruefully
     1 cloudy
     1 dwellings
     1 suck
     1 herded
     1 hiss
     1 floors
     1 acquired
     1 tempted
     1 pillars
     1 flicker
     1 pallid
     1 intent
     1 soldiers
     1 thud-thudding
     1 crumpled
     1 blinded
     1 groups
     1 aboriginals
     1 weeping
     1 blotted
     1 song
     1 submerged
     1 cleft
     1 timeless
     1 equipped
     1 slender
     1 formlessness
     1 impetus
     1 winking
     1 forelock
     1 misery
     1 followers
     1 shapes
     1 half-whispered
     1 winter
     1 unconsciously
     1 insane
     1 fists
     1 shortness
     1 patches
     1 moaned
     1 barrel-hoop
     1 crush
     1 disturb
     1 coffin
     1 sustained
     1 bitterly
     1 palaces
     1 paths
     1 flowering
     1 master
     1 west
     1 traced
     1 cleared
     1 coral
     1 mottled
     1 misty
     1 projector
     1 arts
     1 hull
     1 decided
     1 clubs
     1 half-wild
     1 harness
     1 sheaths
     1 stuck
     1 calculating
     1 casks
     1 next
     1 duty
     1 fate
     1 rogue
     1 glimmered
     1 spreading
     1 company
     1 jerking
     1 choose
     1 hanging
     1 property
     1 middle
     1 ragged
     1 incredulously
     1 impression
     1 throngs
     1 halfway
     1 wake
     1 revolt
     1 instructions
     1 joining
     1 tomorrow
     1 cautious
     1 contented
     1 launching
     1 stationed
     1 mongrel
     1 howling
     1 pebble
     1 rock-lizard
     1 swamp-lander
     1 steady
     1 unholy
     1 valleys
     1 pursuit
     1 stamped
     1 brave
     1 gateway
     1 cripple's
     1 sigh
     1 alienage
     1 posts
     1 starved
     1 shone
     1 pursued
     1 tame
     1 slit
     1 fripperies
     1 sheepishly
     1 paintings
     1 involved
     1 blurred
     1 significance
     1 boys
     1 counsel
     1 reward
     1 spilling
     1 trickling
     1 originated
     1 liking
     1 sweltering
     1 thrill
     1 close-clipped
     1 skirts
     1 giggling
     1 treachery
     1 gang
     1 faith
     1 tattered
     1 towards
     1 indecision
     1 collided
     1 overran
     1 diversion
     1 killer
     1 streaming
     1 skirt
     1 rough
     1 fever-dream
     1 plague
     1 smooth
     1 seed
     1 brilliance
     1 keening
     1 hid
     1 footfall
     1 pleasure
     1 creep
     1 crazed
     1 impulse
     1 puzzling
     1 plea
     1 battle
     1 flickering
     1 surveyed
     1 inert
     1 jovially
     1 miserably
     1 captains
     1 derisive
     1 scale
     1 best
     1 aloud
     1 denseness
     1 afterdeck
     1 munched
     1 vibrations
     1 folded
     1 wrenching
     1 pungent
     1 moored
     1 prevent
     1 attempting
     1 tubes
     1 manhood
     1 bears
     1 blindness
     1 scrambled
     1 panted
     1 islands
     1 skulls
     1 actions
     1 alertness
     1 architecture
     1 clamp
     1 favors
     1 piled
     1 snows
     1 fingered
     1 rows
     1 bottoms
     1 perceptions
     1 destroying
     1 disobeyed
     1 dubious
     1 admiration
     1 instantly
     1 fretwork
     1 diagram
     1 eyed
     1 sanity
     1 smiles
     1 lunging
     1 sickness
     1 reaction
     1 malformed
     1 flocking
     1 demanding
     1 corners
     1 stunning
     1 friendliness
     1 crafty
     1 reptiles
     1 sea-bird
     1 approaches
     1 panels
     1 aim
     1 tomb-cities
     1 threatened
     1 kinglet
     1 mistaking
     1 yielded
     1 drip
     1 belly
     1 whisper
     1 spent
     1 drugged
     1 magic
     1 brain
     1 curiosity
     1 efficiency
     1 survivor
     1 rift
     1 bestial
     1 miasma
     1 silvery
     1 appreciative
     1 embalming
     1 lapping
     1 brightens
     1 vagaries
     1 wolf's-head
     1 feebly
     1 freak
     1 feyness
     1 stubbornly
     1 robed
     1 beats
     1 massed
     1 stumbling
     1 rags
     1 matters
     1 imagine
     1 smoky
     1 choked
     1 outward
     1 birds
     1 fragrance
     1 nudged
     1 sobered
     1 harmed
     1 timidly
     1 check
     1 fogs
     1 dagger
     1 wattle-and-daub
     1 soft-footed
     1 tired-looking
     1 destiny
     1 cruelly
     1 collarless
     1 ajar
     1 slippers
     1 yourselves
     1 sail
     1 mercury's
     1 debt
     1 caverns
     1 poor
     1 men's
     1 high-heeled
     1 trailed
     1 lucky
     1 poise
     1 yourself
     1 drenched
     1 stolidly
     1 gulps
     1 towns
     1 hammered
     1 dizzy
     1 grief
     1 neighboring
     1 someone's
     1 ankles
     1 emotion
     1 cup
     1 skins
     1 belief
     1 although
     1 inexorably
     1 mist-fires
     1 hounds
     1 topmost
     1 humanity
     1 enclosing
     1 welcomed
     1 phenomenally
     1 burnished
     1 support
     1 nicely
     1 bell-note
     1 content
     1 mostly
     1 sifting
     1 entombed
     1 hours
     1 haul
     1 luminous
     1 whoever
     1 frozen
     1 centers
     1 greatly
     1 recently
     1 sheltering
     1 woeful
     1 lady
     1 whined
     1 steel
     1 contraband
     1 amazed
     1 height
     1 who's
     1 oblivion
     1 shared
     1 biggest
     1 listening
     1 war
     1 discs
     1 fairly
     1 irresoluteness
     1 kaleidoscope
     1 climbed
     1 lip
     1 breathed
     1 blundered
     1 pebbles
     1 distilled
     1 carrying
     1 kicking
     1 tongue-lash
     1 heaps
     1 morning
     1 hunched
     1 saved
     1 healed
     1 angrily
     1 excellent
     1 roots
     1 date
     1 meal
     1 palls
     1 autumn
     1 wrath
     1 inward
     1 thought-record
     1 system
     1 tightened
     1 debris
     1 helmsman
     1 framing
     1 abnormally
     1 soften
     1 wheat
     1 bred
     1 veil
     1 prove
     1 trick
     1 smoked
     1 vitality
     1 animal
     1 hover
     1 guessed
     1 prudence
     1 roar
     1 sullenly
     1 wrecking
     1 hadn't
     1 patterned
     1 inferno
     1 please
     1 everybody
     1 outlived
     1 spear-points
     1 signs
     1 hammering
     1 phantasms
     1 couple
     1 pliable
     1 gulped
     1 bark
     1 physically
     1 boundary
     1 demon
     1 accuracy
     1 determine
     1 porticoes
     1 breeze
     1 lire
     1 history
     1 fit
     1 racketed
     1 careful
     1 several
     1 pitched
     1 telepathic
     1 streamed
     1 chose
     1 wishes
     1 stable
     1 challenging
     1 talked
     1 cudgel
     1 vicious
     1 bound
     1 petals
     1 love
     1 alabaster
     1 reckoning
     1 lilting
     1 impressions
     1 collared
     1 rods
     1 scarred
     1 conducted
     1 swirling
     1 sinharat
     1 obese
     1 ways
     1 emerged
     1 badgering
     1 womanhood
     1 army
     1 turf
     1 swayed
     1 stilled
     1 backed
     1 comet
     1 sun-darkened
     1 reeled
     1 animal-twitching
     1 evolve
     1 stabling
     1 bungling
     1 wounds
     1 strengthened
     1 searched
     1 languid
     1 recognized
     1 testing
     1 sourly
     1 taverns
     1 fecundity
     1 corps
     1 winged
     1 streaks
     1 races
     1 screeching
     1 addressing
     1 happen
     1 mountainous
     1 ribbons
     1 pulse-beat
     1 cover
     1 knocked
     1 exorbitantly
     1 firm
     1 nets
     1 remarkably
     1 grim
     1 clawed
     1 churning
     1 blinking
     1 problem
     1 swamp-toads
     1 avoid
     1 evading
     1 ledges
     1 taffrail
     1 i'd
     1 ordering
     1 smashed
     1 redly
     1 groaned
     1 doubtful
     1 dreadful
     1 livid
     1 till
     1 appetite
     1 brood
     1 pavement
     1 pitch
     1 ring
     1 exaltation
     1 midst
     1 connected
     1 roast
     1 milk-white
     1 losing
     1 guided
     1 hungrily
     1 pleasuring
     1 trickle
     1 brushing
     1 fascinated
     1 changes
     1 believed
     1 rapacious
     1 glory
     1 apoplectic
     1 hour
     1 landlocked
     1 impressive
     1 jovian
     1 wed
     1 clay
     1 vaguely
     1 royal
     1 summons
     1 spread
     1 builds
     1 pale-haired
     1 cushion
     1 whimpering
     1 denied
     1 recoiled
     1 nostrils
     1 chain
     1 coward
     1 seeming
     1 appalled
     1 feed
     1 decoration
     1 stripped
     1 catching
     1 throve
     1 gesture
     1 white-haired
     1 chaos
     1 malinger
     1 sinned
     1 pattern
     1 soothing
     1 reflected
     1 anyhow
     1 falcon's
     1 hummed
     1 able
     1 morsel
     1 signal
     1 reactions
     1 darkly
     1 ludicrous
     1 black-browed
     1 harpy
     1 wooden
     1 sharpness
     1 guessing
     1 bum
     1 froth
     1 grinning
     1 crash
     1 mike
     1 dressed
     1 stream
     1 painful
     1 parted
     1 pools
     1 tribal
     1 superstitions
     1 bounding
     1 bull
     1 puppy
     1 shy
     1 corner
     1 vegetation
     1 complicated
     1 undertone
     1 mother
     1 absorbed
     1 beaming
     1 surprising
     1 glittered
     1 glitter
     1 pondered
     1 limp
     1 welcoming
     1 swallowed
     1 challenge
     1 promises
     1 grotesque
     1 served
     1 scratched
     1 mounted
     1 springs
     1 ought
     1 stubbornness
     1 unmistakable
     1 realize
     1 insist
     1 resignation
     1 mingle
     1 sunken
     1 rag
     1 unharmed
     1 cheerfulness
     1 machine
     1 plunging
     1 westward
     1 realization
     1 flow
     1 hiccoughs
     1 horrified
     1 scabbard
     1 shan't
     1 twig
     1 contemplation
     1 lungs
     1 crowned
     1 interiors
     1 gripped
     1 crystalline
     1 herd
     1 inevitable
     1 tampered
     1 impossible
     1 credits
     1 books
     1 proudly
     1 cave
     1 read
     1 callisto
     1 paint
     1 purpose
     1 forefront
     1 commanding
     1 scattered
     1 iv
     1 varra's
     1 creases
     1 bursting
     1 passionate
     1 slitted
     1 noiselessly
     1 upturned
     1 xii
     1 shops
     1 momentary
     1 awhile
     1 spinning
     1 phrase
     1 five
     1 senses
     1 scowled
     1 shores
     1 disgustedly
     1 strokes
     1 falls
     1 irritated
     1 unbreathable
     1 mirrored
     1 completely
     1 kennel
     1 acid
     1 ix
     1 wakened
     1 rush-lights
     1 wreckage
     1 pruned
     1 hew
     1 oppressed
     1 dimmed
     1 shutters
     1 visitors
     1 flecked
     1 perpetually
     1 starting
     1 delight
     1 docked
     1 overwork
     1 sadly
     1 mark
     1 loss
     1 brown
     1 swore
     1 remain
     1 quarter
     1 stupid
     1 upset
     1 sulky
     1 standard
     1 actuality
     1 liha-trees
     1 logs
     1 appearance
     1 structure
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 2729 the
    1659 and
    1146 of
     907 he
     867 a
     800 to
     586 was
     558 it
     523 in
     517 that
     486 stark
     436 his
     405 they
     359 with
     346 had
     329 him
     297 said
     257 at
     256 i
     255 you
     255 them
     246 on
     241 were
     240 not
     236 as
     204 there
     199 but
     197 for
     193 their
     164 from
     159 her
     153 have
     150 is
     147 balin
     145 up
     145 out
     143 all
     139 one
     125 she
     125 now
     124 then
     124 be
     124 kushat
     121 talisman
     120 no
     119 we
     114 by
     109 did
     108 this
     106 ciaran
     106 men
     106 into
     104 will
     102 would
     101 back
     101 so
     98 city
     98 down
     98 could
     98 lugh
     95 man
     94 through
     92 more
     90 where
     90 like
     90 what
     89 long
     86 been
     82 or
     78 time
     78 came
     73 an
     73 hands
     72 if
     72 looked
     70 people
     68 some
     66 very
     65 who
     64 only
     64 do
     64 over
     63 wall
     63 around
     61 still
     61 see
     61 way
     60 went
     59 thanis
     59 great
     59 again
     59 are
     58 here
     58 than
     58 eyes
     56 when
     56 me
     55 go
     55 away
     54 thought
     54 us
     53 face
     52 head
     51 turned
     51 knew
     51 made
     51 two
     50 other
     48 how
     48 enough
     48 too
     47 come
     47 off
     47 my
     47 ban
     47 know
     47 began
     46 can
     46 behind
     45 held
     44 seemed
     44 about
     44 might
     44 though
     43 under
     43 these
     43 cruach
     43 well
     43 between
     43 before
     42 toward
     42 wind
     42 pass
     42 against
     41 your
     41 cold
     40 its
     40 think
     40 nothing
     39 death
     39 stood
     39 moved
     39 thord
     39 stone
     39 after
     38 voices
     38 much
     38 light
     38 camar
     37 even
     37 any
     37 own
     37 looking
     36 something
     36 power
     36 must
     36 saw
     36 others
     36 take
     35 lord
     35 left
     35 black
     35 close
     35 let
     35 himself
     35 dark
     35 little
     34 heard
     34 gates
     33 hrillin
     33 why
     33 took
     33 rogain
     32 caught
     32 hand
     31 thing
     31 never
     31 beyond
     31 first
     30 has
     30 going
     30 stark's
     30 last
     30 shook
     29 without
     29 lay
     29 place
     29 body
     29 asked
     28 together
     28 because
     28 look
     28 far
     28 suddenly
     28 tower
     28 found
     28 high
     27 gone
     27 gave
     27 ahead
     27 side
     27 old
     27 across
     27 once
     26 don't
     26 sound
     26 nodded
     26 perhaps
     26 stones
     26 sat
     26 our
     25 tall
     25 beside
     25 rock
     25 crystal
     25 voice
     25 quarter
     24 ran
     24 rose
     24 set
     24 belt
     24 it's
     24 riders
     24 get
     24 say
     24 told
     24 each
     24 room
     23 walls
     23 while
     23 smiled
     23 soldiers
     22 hear
     22 king
     22 spoke
     22 find
     22 blood
     22 streets
     22 narrow
     22 world
     22 fear
     22 above
     22 snow
     22 things
     22 name
     21 arms
     21 feet
     21 dead
     21 yes
     21 small
     21 brought
     21 many
     21 strange
     21 three
     21 deep
     21 which
     20 wine
     20 except
     20 human
     20 until
     20 cloak
     20 every
     20 axe
     20 night
     20 street
     20 upon
     20 coming
     20 mekh
     20 ever
     20 quickly
     19 those
     19 make
     19 creatures
     19 fight
     19 below
     19 among
     19 stopped
     19 along
     19 die
     19 just
     19 guard
     19 moment
     19 quiet
     18 square
     18 camar's
     18 speak
     18 hold
     18 better
     18 air
     18 thin
     18 darkness
     18 stared
     18 started
     18 sun
     18 weapons
     18 felt
     17 hair
     17 end
     17 crowd
     17 may
     17 should
     17 beast
     17 life
     17 wild
     17 captain
     17 strong
     17 another
     17 waited
     17 open
     16 wait
     16 already
     16 both
     16 plain
     16 watching
     16 good
     16 half
     16 quite
     16 kill
     16 lost
     16 spear
     16 fell
     16 fought
     16 keep
     16 themselves
     16 red
     16 yet
     16 sword
     15 otar
     15 gate
     15 move
     15 they're
     15 nobles
     15 forward
     15 followed
     15 cut
     15 promise
     15 same
     15 led
     15 shoulder
     15 used
     15 glanced
     15 slowly
     15 fallen
     15 line
     15 free
     14 taken
     14 white
     14 fire
     14 picked
     14 passed
     14 sounds
     14 part
     14 wanted
     14 give
     14 stranger
     14 word
     14 barbarian
     14 silence
     14 laughed
     14 called
     14 walked
     14 valley
     14 smell
     14 someone
     14 hard
     14 afraid
     14 armor
     14 need
     14 wrapped
     14 paused
     14 war
     14 added
     14 ciaran's
     14 bright
     14 tell
     14 door
     13 breath
     13 understand
     13 wide
     13 circle
     13 help
     13 answered
     13 sky
     13 built
     13 became
     13 attack
     13 watched
     13 done
     13 breathing
     13 bit
     13 outside
     13 fingers
     13 mask
     13 stand
     13 full
     13 aliens
     13 women
     13 am
     13 since
     12 i'm
     12 right
     12 past
     12 strength
     12 balin's
     12 almost
     12 mind
     12 broken
     12 being
     12 cry
     12 talk
     12 thinking
     12 put
     12 believe
     12 moving
     12 silent
     12 mars
     12 most
     12 laid
     12 battle
     12 edge
     12 softly
     12 trying
     12 young
     12 lifted
     12 feeling
     12 boss
     12 day
     12 clear
     12 anything
     11 rocks
     11 running
     11 metal
     11 towers
     11 buildings
     11 living
     11 kind
     11 whole
     11 seen
     11 least
     11 struck
     11 evil
     11 itself
     11 aware
     11 food
     11 children
     11 drew
     11 matter
     11 hope
     11 wrong
     11 neck
     11 winter
     11 making
     11 cliffs
     11 soft
     11 beasts
     11 gaze
     11 got
     11 ancient
     11 use
     11 case
     11 opened
     11 ways
     11 hidden
     11 warm
     11 taking
     11 live
     10 barbarians
     10 leader
     10 cliff
     10 woman
     10 sure
     10 leather
     10 big
     10 ones
     10 break
     10 hung
     10 remember
     10 ice
     10 shouted
     10 waiting
     10 avenue
     10 pushed
     10 aside
     10 hollow
     10 space
     10 bent
     10 true
     10 press
     10 ground
     10 reached
     10 point
     10 low
     10 either
     10 closer
     10 tunnel
     10 abruptly
     10 possible
     10 flung
     10 shoulders
     10 shouting
     10 realized
     10 words
     10 pointed
     10 naked
     10 few
     10 does
     10 whispered
     10 understood
     10 run
     10 rest
     10 panic
     10 gods
     10 mounted
     10 glowed
     9 eric
     9 pride
     9 lying
     9 mountains
     9 rode
     9 norlands
     9 weapon
     9 leaned
     9 shrugged
     9 tribesmen
     9 swaying
     9 heart
     9 fall
     9 i'll
     9 single
     9 swung
     9 friend
     9 game
     9 leave
     9 simply
     9 lantern
     9 cities
     9 bodies
     9 soon
     9 john
     9 best
     9 blade
     9 such
     9 dying
     9 fighting
     9 watch
     9 mail
     9 touched
     9 bound
     9 army
     9 swayed
     9 ruins
     9 dim
     9 silk
     9 empty
     9 nor
     9 sort
     9 window
     9 heavy
     9 tried
     8 sight
     8 we'll
     8 doorway
     8 listened
     8 harsh
     8 bare
     8 follow
     8 fluting
     8 smoke
     8 bone
     8 rang
     8 lie
     8 pain
     8 learned
     8 everything
     8 clans
     8 mouth
     8 answer
     8 burned
     8 sprang
     8 tight
     8 martian
     8 given
     8 broke
     8 walking
     8 bitter
     8 gold
     8 dropped
     8 won't
     8 saying
     8 holding
     8 rather
     8 wolves
     8 want
     8 alone
     8 reach
     8 new
     8 probably
     8 mountain
     8 course
     8 showed
     8 lights
     8 hated
     8 content
     8 pressed
     8 morning
     8 somewhere
     8 places
     8 home
     8 second
     8 spurs
     8 truth
     8 ask
     8 wore
     8 gently
     7 third
     7 bleeding
     7 faster
     7 you're
     7 bargain
     7 knows
     7 less
     7 died
     7 carefully
     7 sharp
     7 sharply
     7 straight
     7 carried
     7 chamber
     7 march
     7 sunlight
     7 stay
     7 startled
     7 thank
     7 flesh
     7 eye
     7 houses
     7 oh
     7 clean
     7 beginning
     7 arm
     7 lead
     7 whether
     7 shrine
     7 overhead
     7 tired
     7 roofs
     7 alive
     7 myself
     7 pale
     7 spring
     7 steps
     7 festival
     7 courage
     7 enemy
     7 can't
     7 chance
     7 carry
     7 farther
     7 building
     7 sleep
     7 lugh's
     7 simple
     7 worn
     7 talking
     7 climb
     7 man's
     7 swept
     7 kept
     7 length
     7 onto
     7 roof
     7 stop
     7 waist
     7 eat
     7 else
     7 likely
     7 carved
     7 camp
     7 days
     7 cruel
     7 anyway
     7 boulders
     7 steel
     7 slope
     7 guards
     7 legs
     7 shaft
     7 finished
     7 recognized
     7 dry
     7 rich
     7 gesture
     7 appeared
     7 apparently
     7 tiny
     7 corner
     7 thief
     7 otherwise
     7 floor
     7 sides
     7 years
     6 show
     6 strangeness
     6 stained
     6 driven
     6 they'll
     6 boots
     6 armed
     6 earthman
     6 form
     6 hall
     6 candle
     6 also
     6 rush
     6 frost
     6 arches
     6 north
     6 throat
     6 charge
     6 entrance
     6 figures
     6 top
     6 blowing
     6 promised
     6 business
     6 rams
     6 whatever
     6 upward
     6 ago
     6 happened
     6 creature
     6 legend
     6 gathered
     6 shadow
     6 warning
     6 exactly
     6 beaten
     6 mount
     6 raised
     6 pulled
     6 clearly
     6 within
     6 idea
     6 sign
     6 cried
     6 spoken
     6 killed
     6 peace
     6 kings
     6 listen
     6 ear
     6 excitement
     6 doing
     6 sitting
     6 shaken
     6 proud
     6 iron
     6 moons
     6 screamed
     6 start
     6 there's
     6 blind
     6 tomb
     6 crimson
     6 breaking
     6 standing
     6 teeth
     6 reason
     6 stretched
     6 safe
     6 south
     6 front
     6 fine
     6 swiftly
     6 rank
     6 fires
     6 sense
     6 force
     6 hardly
     6 skin
     6 moon
     6 remembered
     6 ledge
     6 stripped
     6 easier
     6 blessed
     6 knees
     6 dust
     6 rushed
     6 shall
     6 marched
     6 color
     6 instead
     6 staring
     6 purpose
     6 drop
     5 danger
     5 stiffly
     5 that's
     5 thunder
     5 hot
     5 late
     5 foot
     5 plan
     5 knife
     5 four
     5 shelter
     5 sheer
     5 fast
     5 bed
     5 wounded
     5 growing
     5 shadows
     5 underneath
     5 drawing
     5 hoped
     5 sometimes
     5 meet
     5 handed
     5 certainly
     5 laughing
     5 pounding
     5 bending
     5 uneasily
     5 muttered
     5 northern
     5 warmth
     5 vanished
     5 different
     5 holds
     5 walk
     5 grunted
     5 useful
     5 sudden
     5 certain
     5 colored
     5 mention
     5 heads
     5 pace
     5 interest
     5 hide
     5 peering
     5 threw
     5 wondered
     5 girl
     5 outlander
     5 pavilion
     5 ears
     5 streamers
     5 care
     5 altar
     5 formed
     5 lived
     5 distance
     5 laughter
     5 helm
     5 bones
     5 seems
     5 pleased
     5 water
     5 shrill
     5 parapet
     5 civilized
     5 drawn
     5 sweat
     5 stars
     5 flanks
     5 summer
     5 you've
     5 wrought
     5 secret
     5 suppose
     5 straightened
     5 blew
     5 they've
     5 broad
     5 story
     5 mews
     5 repeated
     5 cursed
     5 supposed
     5 blank
     5 folk
     5 times
     5 shield
     5 yelled
     5 trust
     5 really
     5 return
     5 green
     5 vast
     5 burden
     5 impatient
     5 bring
     5 icy
     5 garments
     5 plucked
     5 dawn
     5 yesterday
     5 god
     5 lips
     5 quick
     5 later
     5 gathering
     5 forgotten
     5 leaning
     5 cleft
     5 screaming
     5 grew
     5 inside
     5 i've
     5 shone
     5 trade
     5 hurry
     5 pink
     5 sir
     5 ruined
     5 guess
     5 angry
     5 closed
     5 filled
     5 studied
     5 faced
     5 laugh
     5 hours
     5 faint
     5 rising
     5 howled
     5 climbed
     5 carrying
     5 pick
     5 nerves
     5 blue
     5 sooner
     5 we're
     5 primitive
     5 memory
     5 become
     5 careful
     5 shivered
     5 feel
     5 thanis'
     5 trampled
     5 wish
     5 weight
     5 worst
     5 thieves'
     5 huddled
     5 cover
     5 avoid
     5 ring
     5 slingers
     5 always
     5 glad
     5 ready
     5 echoes
     5 level
     5 longer
     5 spears
     5 daylight
     5 drank
     5 massive
     5 clung
     5 humans
     5 swore
     5 destroy
     4 warriors
     4 cruach's
     4 proof
     4 gather
     4 stirring
     4 supply
     4 surprise
     4 met
     4 chiefs
     4 chained
     4 leading
     4 he's
     4 stolen
     4 thrown
     4 towering
     4 tunic
     4 curving
     4 law
     4 brother
     4 child
     4 eight
     4 hilt
     4 moors
     4 shocked
     4 captive
     4 devil
     4 leaving
     4 somehow
     4 glass
     4 playing
     4 older
     4 lower
     4 shattered
     4 hurt
     4 powerful
     4 holes
     4 abandoned
     4 impatiently
     4 windows
     4 banner
     4 heels
     4 having
     4 question
     4 lied
     4 unhuman
     4 beating
     4 fierce
     4 tombs
     4 forth
     4 you'll
     4 journey
     4 thongs
     4 apart
     4 rid
     4 alien
     4 thrust
     4 backs
     4 dancing
     4 swords
     4 build
     4 crooked
     4 fled
     4 slipped
     4 physical
     4 speaking
     4 let's
     4 drink
     4 call
     4 comes
     4 weary
     4 lifting
     4 nowhere
     4 ages
     4 lean
     4 chafing
     4 large
     4 expect
     4 louder
     4 radiance
     4 leaves
     4 awe
     4 forever
     4 outer
     4 muscles
     4 comrade
     4 refugees
     4 mounts
     4 numbers
     4 hunting
     4 lash
     4 named
     4 alarm
     4 shining
     4 presumably
     4 fellows
     4 touch
     4 warn
     4 dreams
     4 heap
     4 spite
     4 unpleasant
     4 solid
     4 fragments
     4 briefly
     4 glow
     4 shutting
     4 finally
     4 try
     4 drove
     4 joined
     4 cloud
     4 cannot
     4 nearer
     4 soul
     4 seeing
     4 trouble
     4 curiously
     4 heaped
     4 happy
     4 recognize
     4 bearing
     4 real
     4 country
     4 huge
     4 hungry
     4 near
     4 dusk
     4 riding
     4 questions
     4 shivering
     4 stiff
     4 motion
     4 scholar's
     4 following
     4 sheep
     4 stands
     4 curved
     4 changed
     4 spearheads
     4 intent
     4 facets
     4 slender
     4 shapes
     4 thord's
     4 coffin
     4 flat
     4 narrissan
     4 harness
     4 defend
     4 frightened
     4 forced
     4 sighed
     4 hundred
     4 muttering
     4 hint
     4 smooth
     4 hid
     4 presently
     4 aloud
     4 anger
     4 golden
     4 clansmen
     4 tubes
     4 rise
     4 rolling
     4 chieftains
     4 catch
     4 erect
     4 grinding
     4 brazier
     4 brain
     4 returned
     4 bastard
     4 outward
     4 thieves
     4 known
     4 shout
     4 ceased
     4 cup
     4 skins
     4 globed
     4 slab
     4 blankets
     4 mostly
     4 squares
     4 blades
     4 barred
     4 pity
     4 inward
     4 inner
     4 dull
     4 cloaks
     4 animal
     4 thick
     4 twisting
     4 snapped
     4 awake
     4 skill
     4 attention
     4 sable
     4 conscious
     4 covering
     4 cries
     4 sent
     4 amazement
     4 lives
     4 pattern
     4 able
     4 faces
     4 dressed
     4 statue
     4 covered
     4 protects
     4 joy
     4 woman's
     4 useless
     4 gained
     4 shaking
     4 officer
     4 stepped
     4 draw
     4 driving
     4 shops
     4 noticed
     4 starting
     4 party
     3 counted
     3 gray
     3 uncertainly
     3 lies
     3 stair
     3 lack
     3 reserves
     3 jeweled
     3 gleam
     3 deal
     3 whistling
     3 tomb-robbers
     3 tumbled
     3 stole
     3 occasion
     3 closely
     3 age
     3 higher
     3 girl's
     3 throw
     3 cheek
     3 instinct
     3 dare
     3 damned
     3 flame
     3 series
     3 mouths
     3 officers
     3 jaws
     3 splendid
     3 beautiful
     3 fever
     3 image
     3 chair
     3 sorry
     3 wondering
     3 comfort
     3 grown
     3 sowbelly
     3 tethered
     3 crept
     3 pleasant
     3 cap
     3 detritus
     3 fury
     3 ugly
     3 neither
     3 fact
     3 confused
     3 defense
     3 gesturing
     3 deserted
     3 finding
     3 merely
     3 beckoned
     3 deserved
     3 rapidly
     3 swarmed
     3 stir
     3 probing
     3 choice
     3 worth
     3 meant
     3 cunning
     3 figure
     3 hurried
     3 ah
     3 blocks
     3 crying
     3 iron-shod
     3 number
     3 plains
     3 dangerous
     3 scent
     3 falling
     3 balm
     3 round
     3 twice
     3 violently
     3 complex
     3 tossed
     3 bottle
     3 curse
     3 desperate
     3 warrior
     3 band
     3 minutes
     3 distant
     3 fastened
     3 booming
     3 blindly
     3 stelae
     3 placing
     3 million
     3 land
     3 placed
     3 upright
     3 note
     3 nature
     3 market
     3 contact
     3 bar
     3 slide
     3 grace
     3 center
     3 grip
     3 complete
     3 stirred
     3 sad
     3 shoved
     3 desperately
     3 easily
     3 arranged
     3 scaly
     3 drive
     3 tear
     3 buy
     3 quicker
     3 killers
     3 mass
     3 dismounted
     3 chill
     3 torches
     3 shelters
     3 movement
     3 violent
     3 forgot
     3 slowed
     3 hearing
     3 combat
     3 block
     3 brief
     3 rooms
     3 stride
     3 defenders
     3 thousand
     3 direction
     3 wrist
     3 hunters
     3 tore
     3 indeed
     3 stillness
     3 trampling
     3 thus
     3 prison
     3 eaten
     3 separate
     3 fools
     3 female
     3 artisans
     3 offer
     3 squat
     3 mood
     3 yelling
     3 brooding
     3 didn't
     3 spikes
     3 points
     3 flushed
     3 equal
     3 honor
     3 desire
     3 pallor
     3 mekhish
     3 crowded
     3 forehead
     3 trap
     3 obeyed
     3 nearly
     3 pierced
     3 minute
     3 pause
     3 surrounded
     3 rubble
     3 highest
     3 crossed
     3 rallying
     3 king's
     3 numb
     3 reptilian
     3 giving
     3 everyone
     3 rations
     3 peg
     3 sentry
     3 table
     3 eagerness
     3 scourged
     3 drifted
     3 lest
     3 spurred
     3 ourselves
     3 boy
     3 sentries
     3 bottom
     3 usual
     3 stretching
     3 flexing
     3 whispering
     3 dream
     3 twitched
     3 orange
     3 bloody
     3 mounds
     3 gash
     3 grasped
     3 unsteady
     3 poured
     3 turn
     3 norland
     3 notice
     3 thaw
     3 remembering
     3 patience
     3 walled
     3 butt
     3 piece
     3 scream
     3 challenged
     3 difference
     3 wave
     3 hissing
     3 telling
     3 needed
     3 cutting
     3 father
     3 rockfalls
     3 sweet
     3 quietly
     3 footing
     3 flight
     3 catacombs
     3 plunder
     3 stripes
     3 means
     3 cleared
     3 ranks
     3 coral
     3 taint
     3 ladder
     3 decided
     3 fixed
     3 fate
     3 company
     3 cheeks
     3 shimmering
     3 wake
     3 strangely
     3 blaze
     3 clothes
     3 ordered
     3 studying
     3 jaw
     3 enemies
     3 besides
     3 padded
     3 tattered
     3 borrowed
     3 moonlight
     3 floods
     3 managed
     3 quivering
     3 shot
     3 easy
     3 bother
     3 piled
     3 fun
     3 instantly
     3 fluted
     3 muffled
     3 clothing
     3 bodily
     3 threatened
     3 urging
     3 mean
     3 belly
     3 guarded
     3 forget
     3 rags
     3 ended
     3 cruelly
     3 russet
     3 quarry
     3 hunted
     3 poor
     3 smiling
     3 pouring
     3 yourself
     3 hell
     3 kissed
     3 stunned
     3 house
     3 detail
     3 giant
     3 working
     3 knowing
     3 lighted
     3 claim
     3 tears
     3 unless
     3 listening
     3 levelled
     3 according
     3 main
     3 opening
     3 soldier
     3 shifting
     3 tightened
     3 red-haired
     3 surface
     3 blow
     3 crack
     3 strode
     3 truly
     3 clenched
     3 hunt
     3 several
     3 terror
     3 work
     3 lens
     3 thong
     3 wounds
     3 smile
     3 doubt
     3 sprawling
     3 ledges
     3 alike
     3 pavement
     3 tramped
     3 horizon
     3 elongated
     3 worship
     3 rabble
     3 spread
     3 ladders
     3 path
     3 using
     3 thread
     3 stony
     3 nightmare
     3 challenge
     3 served
     3 anywhere
     3 scrambling
     3 step
     3 unknown
     3 centuries
     3 flow
     3 herd
     3 torn
     3 surrounding
     3 forefront
     3 scattered
     3 stroke
     3 wherever
     3 task
     3 gorges
     3 seem
     3 falls
     3 desk
     3 completely
     3 short
     3 buried
     3 gleaming
     3 ride
     3 rear
     3 leaped
     3 loss
     3 standard
     3 structure
     2 dwelling
     2 nearest
     2 clang
     2 clinging
     2 smells
     2 share
     2 rate
     2 owned
     2 cressets
     2 narrabhar
     2 penalty
     2 striking
     2 fresh
     2 repeating
     2 final
     2 leaders
     2 thanked
     2 knowledge
     2 victory
     2 exchange
     2 triumph
     2 personal
     2 breastplate
     2 partly
     2 pedestal
     2 wonder
     2 violet
     2 dared
     2 protected
     2 perfect
     2 birth
     2 flew
     2 drinking
     2 relief
     2 twisted
     2 bad
     2 valkis
     2 warlock
     2 rouse
     2 matching
     2 boomed
     2 replaced
     2 piling
     2 groan
     2 unclean
     2 ours
     2 sick
     2 earthman's
     2 whirling
     2 meat
     2 luck
     2 striding
     2 risen
     2 mercury
     2 tribes
     2 inevitably
     2 temple
     2 surprised
     2 wry
     2 gorge
     2 spilled
     2 warming
     2 twilight
     2 nervous
     2 apprehension
     2 odd-shaped
     2 original
     2 absolute
     2 dirty
     2 aching
     2 trail
     2 traps
     2 wrappings
     2 miss
     2 urged
     2 sullen
     2 strike
     2 stiffness
     2 endless
     2 succession
     2 circling
     2 victims
     2 arrows
     2 gongs
     2 finger
     2 flood
     2 demanded
     2 lashed
     2 shiver
     2 frosts
     2 heed
     2 thousands
     2 thumb-spur
     2 wheeled
     2 gangs
     2 silently
     2 drug
     2 stayed
     2 rim
     2 sweep
     2 burdens
     2 state
     2 rub
     2 plenty
     2 rider
     2 file
     2 silks
     2 everywhere
     2 burning
     2 passing
     2 slept
     2 mob
     2 liked
     2 flickered
     2 wives
     2 brush
     2 contemptuously
     2 barely
     2 somebody
     2 levels
     2 substitution
     2 forge
     2 alley
     2 destruction
     2 sounded
     2 scratching
     2 reluctantly
     2 loud
     2 view
     2 entered
     2 loved
     2 thickening
     2 tavern
     2 curve
     2 inscrutable
     2 polished
     2 dragging
     2 halls
     2 plunged
     2 murder
     2 werewolf
     2 military
     2 relieved
     2 mockery
     2 casual
     2 shields
     2 nevertheless
     2 surely
     2 notched
     2 test
     2 column
     2 numbed
     2 therefore
     2 makes
     2 reaching
     2 enclosed
     2 watchfires
     2 jam
     2 stronger
     2 vaulted
     2 saddles
     2 meaning
     2 depend
     2 glowing
     2 badly
     2 swift
     2 unmasking
     2 bright-colored
     2 parried
     2 alert
     2 pushing
     2 lined
     2 sealed
     2 shallow
     2 curtain
     2 mindful
     2 box
     2 forces
     2 wicked
     2 you'd
     2 columns
     2 harshly
     2 vouch
     2 hunger
     2 chin
     2 searching
     2 fleshy
     2 planets
     2 terribly
     2 belongs
     2 obviously
     2 rally
     2 tied
     2 hauled
     2 definite
     2 chant
     2 keeping
     2 race
     2 banners
     2 frequently
     2 pour
     2 monsters
     2 glistened
     2 ceremonial
     2 straggling
     2 fewer
     2 wiped
     2 important
     2 hateful
     2 transverse
     2 bend
     2 snarling
     2 mine
     2 long-dead
     2 control
     2 wrote
     2 frowning
     2 wood
     2 hate
     2 bread
     2 chosen
     2 warned
     2 subtle
     2 bearings
     2 wished
     2 showing
     2 anybody
     2 scrap
     2 somber
     2 roofless
     2 vague
     2 cringing
     2 fist
     2 shuddered
     2 shuttered
     2 survive
     2 silver
     2 facing
     2 slip
     2 tunnels
     2 smelling
     2 seat
     2 shame
     2 remnants
     2 wandering
     2 ease
     2 ambition
     2 jekkara
     2 bulk
     2 prudent
     2 trembling
     2 liars
     2 cursing
     2 unfamiliar
     2 footsteps
     2 unconsciousness
     2 battering
     2 reality
     2 however
     2 grow
     2 hurling
     2 muscle
     2 pricking
     2 allowed
     2 sprawled
     2 delighted
     2 considered
     2 glimpse
     2 jumped
     2 stairs
     2 owe
     2 strangers
     2 unguarded
     2 superstitious
     2 swarming
     2 worlds
     2 pang
     2 increased
     2 intensity
     2 asleep
     2 precise
     2 dies
     2 knot
     2 larger
     2 smelled
     2 caravans
     2 parts
     2 conical
     2 n'chaka
     2 urgent
     2 there'll
     2 paving
     2 slay
     2 queer
     2 motioned
     2 comprehension
     2 comb
     2 stalls
     2 tearing
     2 tongue
     2 bleak
     2 track
     2 weird
     2 prefer
     2 luster
     2 slaughter
     2 throwing
     2 considerable
     2 inwardly
     2 leaping
     2 skeletons
     2 delicately
     2 uneven
     2 clouded
     2 fashion
     2 spur
     2 raggedly
     2 gloom
     2 abrupt
     2 looming
     2 unnatural
     2 brushed
     2 functions
     2 pull
     2 hurled
     2 locked
     2 belongings
     2 fifty
     2 clasped
     2 worrying
     2 dazed
     2 screams
     2 lose
     2 circled
     2 bands
     2 tossing
     2 stepping
     2 cupped
     2 untidy
     2 thrummed
     2 cheering
     2 snarled
     2 passageway
     2 safety
     2 tube
     2 traces
     2 blazed
     2 plundered
     2 answers
     2 decay
     2 gaining
     2 clambered
     2 ecstasy
     2 chieftain
     2 shown
     2 steadily
     2 bench
     2 fiercely
     2 witch-fire
     2 sloped
     2 robe
     2 precious
     2 flash
     2 evening
     2 caps
     2 obvious
     2 flames
     2 torch
     2 expression
     2 rushing
     2 offered
     2 uneasy
     2 couch
     2 darkside
     2 brittle
     2 deliberately
     2 candles
     2 shock
     2 planning
     2 blur
     2 afford
     2 approach
     2 revealing
     2 bows
     2 shield-men
     2 downward
     2 soaring
     2 becoming
     2 poised
     2 regain
     2 furs
     2 furniture
     2 burdened
     2 polar
     2 woke
     2 wearing
     2 planned
     2 dreaming
     2 ripped
     2 wasn't
     2 begun
     2 score
     2 wise
     2 whirled
     2 split
     2 agony
     2 kicked
     2 dusty
     2 crouched
     2 group
     2 groaning
     2 neatly
     2 surprisingly
     2 effort
     2 neat
     2 stud
     2 ignored
     2 ends
     2 entirely
     2 buckle
     2 niches
     2 woven
     2 calls
     2 cloudy
     2 anyone
     2 beat
     2 tilted
     2 eager
     2 glimmering
     2 groups
     2 reeling
     2 horn
     2 survived
     2 brutes
     2 fists
     2 uncanny
     2 burying
     2 rogain's
     2 viciously
     2 tremendous
     2 casually
     2 next
     2 hammer-strokes
     2 attacking
     2 flying
     2 odor
     2 choose
     2 middle
     2 ragged
     2 cat
     2 regarded
     2 avenues
     2 steady
     2 valleys
     2 hopes
     2 escape
     2 gateway
     2 colors
     2 slates
     2 wars
     2 aborigine
     2 blurred
     2 gun
     2 sit
     2 detachment
     2 halted
     2 wildly
     2 mad
     2 sex
     2 fluttering
     2 news
     2 frosty
     2 faith
     2 pool
     2 brighter
     2 flashed
     2 rough
     2 prick
     2 jammed
     2 brilliance
     2 booths
     2 possibly
     2 amethyst-blue
     2 raced
     2 flickering
     2 inert
     2 blackened
     2 clamor
     2 clamored
     2 strung
     2 pink-and-gold
     2 skulls
     2 chambers
     2 thrones
     2 greater
     2 saddle
     2 patch
     2 cracking
     2 nine
     2 marred
     2 treasured
     2 demanding
     2 lightning
     2 loot
     2 corners
     2 throbbing
     2 brightness
     2 filling
     2 spearman
     2 nameless
     2 seats
     2 trappings
     2 mentioned
     2 star
     2 lot
     2 whisper
     2 stick
     2 planet
     2 fencing
     2 gives
     2 play
     2 stumbling
     2 imagine
     2 cracked
     2 churned
     2 staying
     2 birds
     2 ornament
     2 worked
     2 bellowed
     2 regardless
     2 afternoon
     2 vastly
     2 beard
     2 meeting
     2 marked
     2 knelt
     2 coats
     2 debt
     2 forcing
     2 ornaments
     2 realities
     2 tumuli
     2 hammered
     2 rage
     2 childish
     2 ankles
     2 pointing
     2 bellies
     2 oval
     2 sconces
     2 tale
     2 margin
     2 although
     2 predatory
     2 happens
     2 wavering
     2 luminous
     2 lightly
     2 deeper
     2 streams
     2 layers
     2 height
     2 spirits
     2 shared
     2 pack
     2 fairly
     2 sour
     2 helping
     2 angrily
     2 crumbling
     2 odd
     2 uncertain
     2 reserve
     2 debris
     2 assortment
     2 calling
     2 grimly
     2 greet
     2 heat
     2 eerie
     2 haze
     2 bred
     2 veil
     2 fearless
     2 prove
     2 trick
     2 lighter
     2 maybe
     2 battered
     2 guessed
     2 ringing
     2 roar
     2 sullenly
     2 citizens
     2 quickened
     2 please
     2 unlock
     2 spear-points
     2 remains
     2 hammering
     2 demon
     2 separated
     2 rested
     2 motions
     2 history
     2 flawed
     2 girdle
     2 caution
     2 braziers
     2 whose
     2 talked
     2 vicious
     2 demarcation
     2 love
     2 leg
     2 reliefs
     2 myths
     2 scarred
     2 caravan
     2 miles
     2 sinharat
     2 count
     2 controlling
     2 structures
     2 sagged
     2 excited
     2 squarely
     2 winged
     2 speech
     2 borne
     2 fluttered
     2 talismans
     2 grim
     2 clawed
     2 i'd
     2 strip
     2 doubtful
     2 bringing
     2 curtains
     2 folds
     2 fantastic
     2 pricked
     2 wiser
     2 lunatic
     2 losing
     2 hungrily
     2 often
     2 hour
     2 born
     2 vaguely
     2 war-mask
     2 appalled
     2 slot
     2 savage
     2 willing
     2 piles
     2 reflected
     2 imagination
     2 mildly
     2 cords
     2 viciousness
     2 upper
     2 tone
     2 freedom
     2 unable
     2 echoed
     2 pools
     2 cessation
     2 treacherous
     2 robbed
     2 pallet
     2 hammer
     2 mother
     2 other's
     2 glittered
     2 glitter
     2 looks
     2 firelight
     2 pacing
     2 expecting
     2 familiar
     2 musical
     2 throne
     2 sunk
     2 blood-red
     2 curtly
     2 knives
     2 impossible
     2 present
     2 relaxed
     2 slitted
     2 stronghold
     2 shadowy
     2 irritated
     2 extremely
     2 stifling
     2 firmly
     2 oppressed
     2 dimmed
     2 loosen
     2 tongues
     2 fur
     2 touching
     2 stupid
     2 services
     2 picture
     1 kingship
     1 greeting
     1 issue
     1 hangings
     1 forging
     1 hair-pins
     1 joyfully
     1 sculptured
     1 mob-minded
     1 motionless
     1 settling
     1 sheathed
     1 favor
     1 merchant
     1 portal
     1 mild
     1 fair
     1 oath
     1 crowding
     1 outcrop
     1 peaked
     1 finality
     1 miserable
     1 ashamed
     1 obliterated
     1 iron-sheathed
     1 sweating
     1 callus
     1 stepping-stone
     1 gutted
     1 knots
     1 enveloped
     1 banging
     1 depended
     1 wheel
     1 peeped
     1 immediately
     1 deafening
     1 crumb
     1 rusted
     1 housewife
     1 over-bright
     1 widen
     1 roared
     1 slough
     1 heavily
     1 pile
     1 deimos
     1 virtue
     1 thickest
     1 hillmen
     1 soundless
     1 fainting
     1 cautioned
     1 estimating
     1 beautifully
     1 dipped
     1 yellow
     1 amethyst
     1 references
     1 teach
     1 vividness
     1 rainbow
     1 helmeted
     1 foods
     1 unreasoning
     1 gracefully
     1 restive
     1 flint-tipped
     1 brow
     1 parties
     1 dragged
     1 brisk
     1 illusion
     1 breastbone
     1 dug
     1 man-without-a-tribe
     1 spearhead
     1 explanations
     1 flashing
     1 unmounted
     1 mining
     1 squinted
     1 millennia
     1 superstition
     1 tallness
     1 object
     1 invent
     1 pinch
     1 marching
     1 rhythmic
     1 restlessly
     1 brilliant
     1 tree
     1 skirling
     1 defy
     1 indecisively
     1 pulling
     1 drowsy
     1 horrible
     1 enter
     1 ceasing
     1 battle-madness
     1 musky
     1 bas-reliefs
     1 stored
     1 silver-white
     1 devours
     1 distasteful
     1 gets
     1 necessary
     1 withdrawing
     1 hawk
     1 pot
     1 tail
     1 commandeer
     1 clan
     1 emptied
     1 staggered
     1 curbed
     1 fringes
     1 graceful
     1 individual
     1 apology
     1 conversations
     1 shafts
     1 sunrays
     1 reared
     1 frost-buckled
     1 glint
     1 melted
     1 banked
     1 blocking
     1 tuned
     1 halter
     1 ruthless
     1 flourish
     1 trapped
     1 action
     1 welled
     1 ruining
     1 destitute
     1 wanting
     1 tensed
     1 inconsistency
     1 fraction
     1 slate
     1 unwrapped
     1 pranced
     1 corridors
     1 swerved
     1 exact
     1 gloriously
     1 provide
     1 supreme
     1 lacking
     1 marketplace
     1 self-immolation
     1 rasping
     1 understanding
     1 astonished
     1 untied
     1 clutched
     1 gouges
     1 damn
     1 bowmen
     1 torture
     1 rough-cut
     1 cataloguing
     1 undid
     1 forefathers
     1 outlines
     1 clashing
     1 complaining
     1 extrapolate
     1 escaped
     1 death-trap
     1 fulfillment
     1 brick
     1 pit
     1 fortune
     1 expressive
     1 rattle
     1 writhing
     1 embedded
     1 wandered
     1 widely
     1 tricks
     1 supposing
     1 brat
     1 convulsively
     1 harder
     1 lacked
     1 regained
     1 inches
     1 rounding
     1 enormous
     1 prosperous
     1 softness
     1 white-bodied
     1 scrutiny
     1 sending
     1 companionable
     1 purely
     1 rationally
     1 expansion
     1 scrubbing
     1 strips
     1 badlands
     1 weep
     1 spurting
     1 bloodless
     1 long-striding
     1 pecking
     1 fears
     1 growling
     1 concentration
     1 epithet
     1 tense
     1 lichens
     1 practice
     1 order
     1 indistinguishable
     1 fed
     1 underlay
     1 foothold
     1 arrogant
     1 riddled
     1 gigantic
     1 chatter
     1 rogue's
     1 fierce-eyed
     1 jovial
     1 ornamented
     1 theirs
     1 cups
     1 sloughings
     1 reluctant
     1 pausing
     1 pretty
     1 hooves
     1 sturdy
     1 burst
     1 frost-wracked
     1 send
     1 dyed
     1 badge
     1 banged
     1 thrusting
     1 rattled
     1 overlapped
     1 experienced
     1 steal
     1 forlorn
     1 leisurely
     1 foe
     1 sacred
     1 rubbed
     1 horribly
     1 foreknowledge
     1 beast-thing
     1 thundered
     1 incredibly
     1 occasional
     1 sweated
     1 shed
     1 choking
     1 palms
     1 wanderer
     1 taut
     1 bright-lit
     1 stung
     1 envied
     1 madness
     1 rats
     1 firmness
     1 method
     1 groped
     1 reforming
     1 lure
     1 patterns
     1 curious
     1 amazing
     1 hoping
     1 report
     1 snarl
     1 forming
     1 transmitted
     1 humanness
     1 yawned
     1 smoothly
     1 servant
     1 sea-kings
     1 anticipation
     1 stooping
     1 ruthlessly
     1 rescue
     1 beds
     1 settle
     1 iii
     1 clambering
     1 obscene
     1 ungainly
     1 shrank
     1 gentleness
     1 flint-and-steel
     1 grazed
     1 ached
     1 firing
     1 ridden
     1 cacti
     1 pillared
     1 humor
     1 seven
     1 suppress
     1 baring
     1 camps
     1 thickness
     1 vanishing
     1 dabbled
     1 indifference
     1 elbow
     1 sympathetically
     1 blues
     1 tanned
     1 attitude
     1 akin
     1 pennant
     1 bundles
     1 tinged
     1 dance
     1 wastes
     1 bidding
     1 creaked
     1 skull
     1 quieted
     1 winters
     1 cast
     1 hit
     1 palm
     1 trespass
     1 lawless
     1 crested
     1 daintily
     1 ever-present
     1 respect
     1 loom
     1 xiv
     1 soles
     1 failing
     1 immemorial
     1 scratch
     1 desperation
     1 kinds
     1 slithering
     1 dim-lit
     1 spearing
     1 bells
     1 selling
     1 flame-colored
     1 blows
     1 exhausted
     1 remove
     1 butcher's
     1 disappeared
     1 scattering
     1 shift
     1 eavesdropped
     1 edge-on
     1 wind-blown
     1 ordinary
     1 racing
     1 kirtle
     1 suddenly-cowed
     1 thumb-joint
     1 lengthening
     1 paved
     1 commander
     1 makeshift
     1 gullied
     1 shearing
     1 demons
     1 ridges
     1 chuckling
     1 occurred
     1 chemicals
     1 adornment
     1 corroded
     1 bedchamber
     1 moment's
     1 manner
     1 finer
     1 blackmailed
     1 organ
     1 bunched
     1 dryland
     1 opinion
     1 idiots
     1 culture
     1 write
     1 movements
     1 guide
     1 referring
     1 worse
     1 courtyard
     1 increasingly
     1 innocently
     1 so-called
     1 possibilities
     1 bolt
     1 devils
     1 rippling
     1 gaped
     1 unquestioning
     1 sources
     1 accomplished
     1 butcher
     1 whip
     1 insolent
     1 formations
     1 decide
     1 erratic
     1 flooding
     1 indicating
     1 suitable
     1 refuse
     1 stub
     1 sank
     1 silken
     1 shun
     1 disorder
     1 snakelike
     1 greshi
     1 niche
     1 constructed
     1 hale
     1 stakes
     1 pried
     1 encrusted
     1 deceptively
     1 overwhelming
     1 leads
     1 goddess
     1 tarnish
     1 spires
     1 wryly
     1 foster-folk
     1 lighting
     1 veins
     1 ominous
     1 brooded
     1 rocked
     1 scarp
     1 armorers
     1 bristling
     1 intermittently
     1 shaping
     1 petulant
     1 admit
     1 animals
     1 predators
     1 coat
     1 dived
     1 rangy
     1 civilians
     1 crashed
     1 banished
     1 caring
     1 inchoate
     1 vestigial
     1 ranged
     1 crumble
     1 exhaustion
     1 ha
     1 sack
     1 ignoring
     1 fame
     1 royally
     1 opinions
     1 peaks
     1 fortified
     1 join
     1 packed
     1 likes
     1 camera
     1 curtained
     1 device
     1 vessel
     1 exciting
     1 outdistance
     1 wanderers
     1 anonymous
     1 sheep-like
     1 febrile
     1 shape
     1 played
     1 pall
     1 comfortable
     1 glared
     1 deer
     1 existed
     1 troop
     1 many-colored
     1 convulsive
     1 frightenedly
     1 tremble
     1 officer's
     1 builders
     1 geometry
     1 night-black
     1 thinly
     1 stitched
     1 cell
     1 apparent
     1 explaining
     1 saluted
     1 tamboina
     1 whirl
     1 housing
     1 xiii
     1 groping
     1 imitation
     1 rigged
     1 convincing
     1 cuts
     1 swirl
     1 wine-jars
     1 close-fitting
     1 moor
     1 savaging
     1 thready
     1 frown
     1 continue
     1 lizards
     1 sniffed
     1 infinitely
     1 commerce
     1 lamp
     1 tunnelling
     1 annoying
     1 we'd
     1 savory
     1 drops
     1 rusty
     1 weals
     1 heading
     1 expertly
     1 crumbled
     1 frenzy
     1 momentum
     1 feral
     1 daft
     1 observed
     1 clacking
     1 murders
     1 eastward
     1 archways
     1 mocked
     1 idiot
     1 sensing
     1 perform
     1 greenish
     1 nearby
     1 range
     1 blacksmith
     1 game'
     1 cowardice
     1 quaver
     1 snow-cat
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     2 electronic
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     2 boyhood
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     2 saying
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     2 pillar
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     2 shut
     2 speed
     2 sobbing
     2 excitement
     2 doing
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     2 mate
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     2 stuff
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     2 downward
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     2 expected
     2 talking
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     2 dusk
     2 ripped
     2 possible
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     2 traditional
     2 following
     2 breathing
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     2 challenged
     2 states
     2 needed
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     2 gentlemen
     2 electric
     2 changed
     2 anyone
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     2 intent
     2 eagle
     2 weeping
     2 reedy
     2 brutes
     2 hooked
     2 means
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     2 frightened
     2 company
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     2 tomorrow
     2 busy
     2 sighed
     2 steady
     2 settled
     2 ordered
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     2 brave
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     2 beam
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     2 ribs
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     2 glare
     2 managed
     2 shard
     2 ruin
     2 vantage
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     2 brows
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     2 rolling
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     2 sanity
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     2 clarity
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     2 safe
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     2 drugged
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     2 guarded
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     2 widened
     2 incredible
     2 cracked
     2 presence
     2 lonely
     2 faced
     2 south
     2 unguessed
     2 cruelly
     2 marked
     2 knelt
     2 ornaments
     2 known
     2 towns
     2 rage
     2 emotion
     2 quarters
     2 drylander
     2 giant
     2 ceased
     2 knowing
     2 tale
     2 lighted
     2 bore
     2 slab
     2 unless
     2 lightly
     2 tottering
     2 climbed
     2 lip
     2 nerves
     2 betrayed
     2 system
     2 afoot
     2 jangling
     2 calling
     2 inner
     2 eerie
     2 haze
     2 maybe
     2 fiery
     2 east
     2 roar
     2 english
     2 truly
     2 hadn't
     2 inferno
     2 sense
     2 brothers
     2 memory
     2 separated
     2 snapped
     2 careful
     2 several
     2 commission
     2 guards
     2 talked
     2 sheltered
     2 miles
     2 talons
     2 swayed
     2 attention
     2 recognized
     2 hardly
     2 remind
     2 worst
     2 sounding
     2 happen
     2 rule
     2 command
     2 clever
     2 handle
     2 alike
     2 purcell
     2 fantastic
     2 pitch
     2 drift
     2 weapons
     2 hungrily
     2 vision
     2 cloth
     2 nails
     2 temporarily
     2 shuddering
     2 eternity
     2 spread
     2 friends
     2 aged
     2 shriek
     2 urge
     2 jewels
     2 paces
     2 able
     2 since
     2 tone
     2 painful
     2 thread
     2 echoed
     2 echoes
     2 statue
     2 joy
     2 mother
     2 other's
     2 grandfather
     2 compelling
     2 swallowed
     2 rushed
     2 anywhere
     2 brute
     2 sold
     2 shaking
     2 lungs
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     2 bravoes
     2 torn
     2 officer
     2 window
     2 dimming
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     2 headed
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     2 clung
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     2 wallow
     2 paid
     2 learn
     2 sides
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     2 ride
     2 mark
     2 metals
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     1 harp
     1 thateverybody
     1 counted
     1 loyalties
     1 clang
     1 unite
     1 lunar
     1 anglo-saxon
     1 terro-venus
     1 chip
     1 ribald
     1 glazing
     1 tragic
     1 cool
     1 8
     1 scoffed
     1 rate
     1 luthar
     1 1
     1 planetary
     1 wash
     1 dull-eyed
     1 fresh
     1 repeating
     1 low-canaller
     1 final
     1 panel
     1 queens
     1 thickly
     1 thanked
     1 victory
     1 tinkling
     1 travail
     1 vial
     1 attractive
     1 personal
     1 whistling
     1 soundless
     1 sentimental
     1 resurrecting
     1 smoke-grey
     1 teach
     1 horns
     1 stained
     1 wonder
     1 giantess
     1 brow
     1 illusion
     1 resistless
     1 man-without-a-tribe
     1 five-foot
     1 flashing
     1 drinking
     1 twisted
     1 anxious
     1 shedding
     1 restlessly
     1 fresh-spilled
     1 profound
     1 disease
     1 thunder
     1 bad
     1 ashes
     1 he'd
     1 belong
     1 enter
     1 backbone
     1 hells
     1 higher
     1 late
     1 silver-white
     1 bosses
     1 replaced
     1 ecstatic
     1 iook
     1 paddocks
     1 distasteful
     1 lashings
     1 doorway
     1 shambled
     1 affected
     1 experience
     1 cold-eyed
     1 giver
     1 beach
     1 listened
     1 glint
     1 melted
     1 jobs
     1 consigned
     1 chances
     1 halter
     1 advance
     1 demoniac
     1 bloodshed
     1 trapped
     1 action
     1 atmosphere
     1 sighted
     1 terran
     1 tensed
     1 possessions
     1 slate
     1 throw
     1 shelter
     1 wheels
     1 marketplace
     1 thrown
     1 rasping
     1 stuffy
     1 sheer
     1 brawny
     1 bridle
     1 succeed
     1 gate
     1 sincere
     1 cigarettes
     1 description
     1 series
     1 nervous
     1 refused
     1 shunni's
     1 sorceries
     1 hush
     1 original
     1 towering
     1 tunic
     1 snarls
     1 furrowed
     1 fortune
     1 writhing
     1 metal
     1 elemental
     1 stun
     1 open-mouthed
     1 squeal
     1 knighton's
     1 regained
     1 sequence
     1 biting
     1 officers
     1 determined
     1 accepted
     1 jump
     1 throats
     1 sending
     1 urged
     1 unresponsive
     1 scarcely
     1 toyed
     1 strike
     1 wounded
     1 stature
     1 savaged
     1 fears
     1 11
     1 smouldering
     1 order
     1 coiling
     1 supple
     1 gigantic
     1 quarrels
     1 wondering
     1 customers
     1 eternal
     1 comfort
     1 centre
     1 intelligence
     1 burst
     1 banged
     1 thrusting
     1 boots
     1 yielding
     1 experienced
     1 sniff
     1 tenderly
     1 slatternly
     1 loudness
     1 shiver
     1 incredibly
     1 splashing
     1 palms
     1 pleasant
     1 awful
     1 taut
     1 eight
     1 blown
     1 sinew
     1 hoof
     1 sake
     1 delicate
     1 cross
     1 prisoners
     1 hoping
     1 promontory
     1 3
     1 servant
     1 lifeless
     1 chariots
     1 oasis
     1 cats
     1 stayed
     1 gentleness
     1 rim
     1 sweep
     1 quicksand
     1 sway
     1 sometimes
     1 confused
     1 ached
     1 unnoticed
     1 ridden
     1 drag
     1 armed
     1 concern
     1 sparkled
     1 plenty
     1 pitiless
     1 akin
     1 loads
     1 less
     1 criminals
     1 hie
     1 silks
     1 fascinating
     1 sunrise
     1 deserted
     1 circle
     1 finding
     1 colloquial
     1 hit
     1 science
     1 everywhere
     1 plod
     1 worry
     1 enigmatically
     1 glass
     1 whale
     1 certainly
     1 fey
     1 soles
     1 failing
     1 suffering
     1 flickered
     1 heir
     1 brush
     1 kneel
     1 contemptuously
     1 vagueness
     1 renegades
     1 somebody
     1 blows
     1 exhausted
     1 moan
     1 intense
     1 guile
     1 bending
     1 ordinary
     1 racing
     1 unending
     1 sanded
     1 shouldering
     1 sandhill
     1 break
     1 sounded
     1 contracted
     1 longing
     1 demons
     1 worried
     1 picket
     1 prophet
     1 quenched
     1 shattered
     1 reluctantly
     1 quartz
     1 loud
     1 gold-orange
     1 shocker
     1 swarmed
     1 entered
     1 sucked
     1 ripple
     1 probing
     1 blood-lust
     1 loved
     1 circlet
     1 guide
     1 pinpricks
     1 courtyard
     1 choice
     1 hasn't
     1 warmth
     1 silvered
     1 rippling
     1 sources
     1 wrongness
     1 formations
     1 approaching
     1 thirsty
     1 expectant
     1 plunged
     1 murder
     1 niche
     1 form
     1 tangledlocks
     1 bite
     1 figure
     1 savagery
     1 chief
     1 windows
     1 leads
     1 hurried
     1 candle
     1 incongruous
     1 threateningly
     1 blocks
     1 lighting
     1 rearing
     1 knock
     1 surely
     1 rocked
     1 fleet
     1 grunt
     1 winds
     1 admit
     1 animals
     1 grapple
     1 stranger
     1 reaching
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     1 pour
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     1 dampness
     1 temporary
     1 pretence
     1 drink
     1 t
     1 futility
     1 symbols
     1 magnitude
     1 hoofs
     1 shoved
     1 sorcerous
     1 rambling
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     1 garments
     1 lest
     1 harps
     1 creation
     1 nasty
     1 border-state
     1 wrongly
     1 forgetting
     1 persisted
     1 sher
     1 sticks
     1 huge
     1 universe
     1 coughing
     1 plucked
     1 afford
     1 bronze-bossed
     1 tiger
     1 amused
     1 rigidly
     1 impartially
     1 coached
     1 porphyry
     1 exist
     1 disregarded
     1 2
     1 flexing
     1 prowl
     1 grey
     1 peculiarly
     1 prisoner
     1 oases
     1 hungry
     1 lane
     1 sanely
     1 northward
     1 blame
     1 erased
     1 shimmered
     1 roofed
     1 smoking
     1 vastness
     1 revolted
     1 rape
     1 tangled
     1 woke
     1 conceal
     1 perished
     1 crushing
     1 scheming
     1 terraced
     1 murmured
     1 wearing
     1 supporting
     1 gasps
     1 wide-eyed
     1 shards
     1 mutter
     1 attaching
     1 campaigns
     1 mocking
     1 patient
     1 carrion
     1 puzzled
     1 covertly
     1 riding
     1 rousing
     1 prisoned
     1 shanga-lamps
     1 swept
     1 civilising
     1 sins
     1 shivering
     1 soaked
     1 silenced
     1 shaken
     1 kept
     1 primitives
     1 dialect
     1 seething
     1 agony
     1 anxiety
     1 features
     1 postpone
     1 dusty
     1 notice
     1 earthquake
     1 masculine
     1 wipe
     1 reach
     1 remembering
     1 limestone
     1 drovers
     1 longed
     1 9
     1 violence
     1 supplies
     1 keshi
     1 suspected
     1 cells
     1 demonstration
     1 dusky
     1 ignored
     1 pirate
     1 roughness
     1 intend
     1 swine
     1 gleamed
     1 unease
     1 bridles
     1 quarried
     1 scream
     1 day's
     1 stumbled
     1 half-buried
     1 venom
     1 nonsense
     1 sheep
     1 wave
     1 putting
     1 merciful
     1 herself
     1 squealed
     1 onto
     1 lithe
     1 slaying
     1 steep
     1 slaves
     1 diem
     1 entirely
     1 woven
     1 lighten
     1 vital
     1 innocent
     1 nose
     1 breasts
     1 mercurian
     1 halt
     1 stippling
     1 relentlessly
     1 calls
     1 sullenl
     1 suddenness
     1 leaning
     1 daughter
     1 cloudy
     1 spearheads
     1 antique
     1 floors
     1 tempted
     1 flagging
     1 flicker
     1 pallid
     1 fashioning
     1 tilted
     1 eager
     1 feud
     1 soldiers
     1 immensity
     1 blinded
     1 pointedly
     1 material
     1 glimmering
     1 abated
     1 roof
     1 cliff-tops
     1 slender
     1 foreleg
     1 hat
     1 bright-haired
     1 kin
     1 rutting
     1 fatal
     1 wand
     1 shifted
     1 flavour
     1 plunder
     1 fists
     1 absolutely
     1 waits
     1 cowering
     1 palaces
     1 brotherhood
     1 myth
     1 scarf
     1 probably
     1 ranks
     1 cairn
     1 another's
     1 maze
     1 misty
     1 mountain
     1 trusting
     1 grizzled
     1 decided
     1 half-wild
     1 bulh
     1 accent
     1 calculating
     1 bid
     1 recognisable
     1 fighters
     1 cheeks
     1 mg
     1 choose
     1 shimmering
     1 property
     1 swart
     1 croaking
     1 shouting
     1 strangely
     1 revolt
     1 blaze
     1 disliked
     1 dump
     1 heady
     1 begin
     1 mechanic
     1 addicted
     1 howling
     1 discuss
     1 thieving
     1 raped
     1 dig
     1 unholy
     1 who'll
     1 basilisk
     1 blooming
     1 stamped
     1 saving
     1 hundred
     1 studying
     1 sigh
     1 freeze
     1 starved
     1 supernal
     1 mane
     1 enemies
     1 bassalt
     1 slit
     1 shanga-clouded
     1 aborigine
     1 vibrant
     1 involved
     1 blurred
     1 counsel
     1 darts
     1 masses
     1 request
     1 disorganised
     1 sit
     1 rawhide
     1 besides
     1 thrill
     1 toblackness
     1 muttering
     1 wildly
     1 tawny-haired
     1 fill
     1 descent
     1 office
     1 skirts
     1 plodding
     1 captivity
     1 roused
     1 carved
     1 none
     1 linked
     1 isn't
     1 borrowed
     1 killer
     1 weakness
     1 flashed
     1 skirt
     1 early
     1 customary
     1 hurry
     1 whimper
     1 praying
     1 shallows
     1 moistening
     1 murk
     1 precision
     1 imperiously
     1 jammed
     1 possessed
     1 lain
     1 flights
     1 brilliance
     1 diamond
     1 footfall
     1 instinctively
     1 wrists
     1 avid
     1 curling
     1 black-winged
     1 sun-blackened
     1 kindly
     1 included
     1 bared
     1 tapestries
     1 breaking
     1 traversed
     1 agreement
     1 prevent
     1 breathlessly
     1 shot
     1 tension
     1 throbbed
     1 toast
     1 realized
     1 crowds
     1 caused
     1 blindness
     1 bother
     1 skulls
     1 sand-cat
     1 obscurity
     1 cheer
     1 rows
     1 guess
     1 celebrating
     1 outspread
     1 unspoken
     1 patch
     1 fingertips
     1 ambitions
     1 floated
     1 indelibly
     1 wrung
     1 nine
     1 choke
     1 sickness
     1 terro-venusian
     1 ist
     1 auction
     1 edged
     1 lightning
     1 lapsed
     1 long-legged
     1 obediently
     1 loosened
     1 clothe
     1 shooting
     1 unaccustomed
     1 bodily
     1 valkisian's
     1 going-back
     1 trappings
     1 arise
     1 tenacity
     1 appeal
     1 powers
     1 raking
     1 false
     1 threatened
     1 saddle-packs
     1 urging
     1 sandalled
     1 oldest
     1 scenting
     1 fool
     1 stasis
     1 restrain
     1 spent
     1 hoarse
     1 magic
     1 duller
     1 harm
     1 givers
     1 frontiers
     1 workings
     1 appreciative
     1 search
     1 gain
     1 consciousness
     1 4
     1 noise
     1 thinks
     1 wanton
     1 stumbling
     1 transparently
     1 preparations
     1 sobered
     1 reckon
     1 worked
     1 beak
     1 check
     1 swam
     1 centred
     1 occur
     1 12
     1 police
     1 roved
     1 spider
     1 encamped
     1 forcing
     1 river
     1 fine
     1 cue
     1 good-humoured
     1 waking
     1 deafened
     1 utterly
     1 thieves
     1 forgiveness
     1 lucky
     1 thighs
     1 warfare
     1 farewell
     1 passion
     1 accompaniment
     1 mug
     1 mossy
     1 basalt
     1 reflecting
     1 barbaric
     1 detail
     1 jarring
     1 does
     1 skins
     1 hr
     1 belief
     1 sconces
     1 eyeballs
     1 working
     1 witch-girl
     1 although
     1 set-up
     1 risked
     1 topmost
     1 humanity
     1 nimbus
     1 thundering
     1 spun
     1 happens
     1 anyway
     1 whoever
     1 during
     1 pitying
     1 execution
     1 boulders
     1 wreck
     1 assemble
     1 low-canaler
     1 mask
     1 blinked
     1 dog
     1 bundle
     1 smoothed
     1 last-minute
     1 midday
     1 cruelty
     1 swelling
     1 breathed
     1 blundered
     1 grass
     1 satisfied
     1 artificially
     1 panting
     1 radiation
     1 pick
     1 winding
     1 voicemwas
     1 flagon
     1 saved
     1 suggestions
     1 angrily
     1 roots
     1 meal
     1 opening
     1 joviality
     1 autumn
     1 conventional
     1 waterless
     1 inward
     1 snicking
     1 ambitious
     1 disobey
     1 hungered
     1 greet
     1 subterranean
     1 wheat
     1 dull
     1 safely
     1 electro-magnetic
     1 brutishly
     1 veil
     1 strode
     1 prove
     1 smoked
     1 lighter
     1 repletion
     1 battered
     1 indignity
     1 lesser
     1 rope
     1 sullenly
     1 crawled
     1 pole
     1 fairy
     1 impact
     1 patterned
     1 letting
     1 please
     1 unfinished
     1 weakling
     1 dulled
     1 lazy
     1 couple
     1 judged
     1 removed
     1 demon
     1 waken
     1 clenched
     1 recognise
     1 spine
     1 scrabbled
     1 hunt
     1 history
     1 inclined
     1 flinch
     1 sliding
     1 feature
     1 fand's
     1 whose
     1 mile
     1 legs
     1 started
     1 dorsal
     1 vicious
     1 bound
     1 dazzled
     1 scarred
     1 docks
     1 lock
     1 incessant
     1 sell
     1 service
     1 6
     1 substratum
     1 wisdom
     1 arbitrary
     1 grave
     1 count
     1 conceivable
     1 bedlam
     1 reeled
     1 sagged
     1 foisted
     1 finished
     1 dungeons
     1 cringed
     1 speech
     1 races
     1 shambling
     1 carters
     1 filthy
     1 entangled
     1 conscious
     1 fluttered
     1 wealth
     1 heel
     1 slipping
     1 firm
     1 footprints
     1 harbour
     1 remarkably
     1 foundations
     1 thickened
     1 odds
     1 clamour
     1 dismantle
     1 haloed
     1 i'd
     1 strip
     1 feels
     1 piping
     1 shocking
     1 equipment
     1 darkening
     1 wonderfully
     1 circlets
     1 bringing
     1 brood
     1 deeply
     1 blunt
     1 pavement
     1 artificial
     1 midst
     1 satisfaction
     1 suit
     1 destinies
     1 horizon
     1 grappling
     1 weariness
     1 treading
     1 guns
     1 believed
     1 rich
     1 cashiered
     1 clouding
     1 vaguely
     1 mauling
     1 protest
     1 epc
     1 cheerful
     1 lives
     1 listeners
     1 willing
     1 fake
     1 gesture
     1 green-eyed
     1 transferred
     1 fully
     1 abjectly
     1 fianna's
     1 hole
     1 signal
     1 leanness
     1 darkly
     1 dive
     1 darted
     1 appeared
     1 splendour
     1 mounting
     1 subordinates
     1 dogs
     1 serrated
     1 unearthly
     1 profitable
     1 freedom
     1 tire
     1 unable
     1 easier
     1 suffered
     1 organised
     1 resolutely
     1 dressed
     1 stream
     1 pools
     1 10
     1 train
     1 blessed
     1 treacherous
     1 trod
     1 struggle
     1 holiday
     1 captives
     1 cropped
     1 thief
     1 absorbed
     1 beaming
     1 sixteen
     1 glittered
     1 scores
     1 glitter
     1 limp
     1 nightmare
     1 looks
     1 privacy
     1 jingling
     1 otherwise
     1 served
     1 darkened
     1 winced
     1 useless
     1 daylight
     1 hitch
     1 further
     1 finds
     1 tawny
     1 spacer
     1 glowed
     1 gums
     1 wing
     1 lamed
     1 onward
     1 bigger
     1 blood-red
     1 secondly
     1 lending
     1 pure
     1 herd
     1 inevitable
     1 gashed
     1 mother-tongue
     1 audible
     1 hangover
     1 cigarette
     1 elegant
     1 hawk's
     1 school
     1 baked
     1 cave
     1 strategy
     1 lingering
     1 present
     1 veered
     1 ape
     1 nastier
     1 sentences
     1 that'll
     1 solidly
     1 draw
     1 sang
     1 noticed
     1 lovely
     1 scowled
     1 gilded
     1 sunset
     1 courteous
     1 swamps
     1 beasthood
     1 raise
     1 liar
     1 completely
     1 electrical
     1 lurch
     1 acid
     1 wineshops
     1 convertible
     1 gleaming
     1 youth's
     1 naming
     1 oppressed
     1 dimmed
     1 lessons
     1 loosen
     1 sin
     1 starting
     1 windless
     1 tongues
     1 blacker
     1 grey-bearded
     1 threaded
     1 brown
     1 filtering
     1 swore
     1 fur
     1 principles
     1 oppress
     1 touching
     1 remain
     1 hypnosis
     1 attentive
     1 openings
     1 party
     1 ghosts
     1 lee
     1 automaton
     1 pair
     1 leap
     1 shanga-sodden
     1 structure
     1 bandit


2210.


Stark and the Star Kings - Leigh Brackett and Edmond Hamilton : z non-fiction - concordance - 3.0 


Stark and the Star Kings


  765 the
     430 of
     342 and
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     228 a
     173 he
     168 it
     167 that
     161 you
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     118 stark
     110 with
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     70 have
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     1 panic
     1 accompanied
     1 sly
     1 one's
     1 winged
     1 blessedly
     1 shambling
     1 typewriter
     1 remind
     1 worst
     1 transparent
     1 addressing
     1 undiminished
     1 happen
     1 huddled
     1 skin
     1 firm
     1 helical
     1 network
     1 shoal
     1 avoid
     1 clever
     1 dismantle
     1 fox
     1 wielded
     1 dry
     1 equations
     1 equipment
     1 dress
     1 doubtful
     1 bringing
     1 truthfulness
     1 deeply
     1 ring
     1 intricately
     1 midst
     1 suit
     1 wiser
     1 on-board
     1 sorcerors
     1 pawings-over
     1 often
     1 bureaucrats
     1 principality
     1 splendor
     1 evaluated
     1 free
     1 evolution
     1 glory
     1 loose
     1 mustn't
     1 sector
     1 spread
     1 cygnus
     1 shower
     1 chain
     1 seeming
     1 appalled
     1 complement
     1 meticulous
     1 annexations
     1 rejoined
     1 tether
     1 women
     1 agents
     1 reproduced
     1 scientist
     1 imagination
     1 style
     1 using
     1 hole
     1 costume
     1 signal
     1 cassiopeia
     1 accelerating
     1 pocket
     1 advantage
     1 saddled
     1 ever
     1 palely
     1 three-dimensional
     1 glad
     1 brightly-colored
     1 freedom
     1 unable
     1 banded
     1 integral
     1 sideling
     1 vampire
     1 resolutely
     1 gritty
     1 titterings
     1 echoed
     1 slanted
     1 tribal
     1 echoes
     1 tiny
     1 travel
     1 convince
     1 cessation
     1 illumined
     1 superstitions
     1 celestial
     1 wits
     1 craned
     1 complicated
     1 drylands
     1 slightly
     1 empty
     1 thief
     1 foredone
     1 grandfather
     1 space-black
     1 nightmare
     1 functioning
     1 swallowed
     1 dendrid
     1 dismissed
     1 ascertained
     1 converging
     1 otherwise
     1 time-eaten
     1 couldn't
     1 purity
     1 secure
     1 rooted
     1 useless
     1 fearsome
     1 sizes
     1 insist
     1 step
     1 charged
     1 enigma
     1 minority
     1 murderous
     1 gained
     1 discreet
     1 flow
     1 egg
     1 shaking
     1 enables
     1 awaken
     1 throb
     1 skinny
     1 curtly
     1 crystalline
     1 shabby
     1 battle-cruisers
     1 inevitable
     1 clear
     1 torn
     1 yearned
     1 foster-tribe
     1 diametrically
     1 surrounding
     1 strategy
     1 purpose
     1 dimming
     1 assimilate
     1 sandals
     1 ape
     1 bursting
     1 panorama
     1 draw
     1 common
     1 spiralled
     1 heavier
     1 shops
     1 general
     1 lovely
     1 subsided
     1 senses
     1 list
     1 awaiting
     1 massive
     1 organisms
     1 swamps
     1 fired
     1 town
     1 strategies
     1 expense
     1 completely
     1 altair
     1 conqueror
     1 genuine
     1 millions
     1 vertigo
     1 gleaming
     1 witch-laughter
     1 visitors
     1 flecked
     1 devouring
     1 bewilderment
     1 awaits
     1 sin
     1 greed
     1 latest
     1 tongues
     1 chain-reaction
     1 leaped
     1 contentedly
     1 touching
     1 drop
     1 openings
     1 builder's
     1 party
     1 success
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 1816 the
    1106 and
     778 of
     641 he
     640 a
     547 to
     439 in
     415 was
     400 that
     362 his
     347 stark
     345 it
     291 you
     248 i
     237 with
     228 him
     226 her
     212 had
     202 but
     194 as
     188 not
     186 said
     182 she
     174 on
     174 for
     160 kynon
     158 at
     145 from
     144 there
     143 they
     135 were
     126 out
     123 berild
     107 then
     107 is
     107 have
     100 them
     98 delgaun
     97 up
     97 be
     94 so
     93 this
     90 no
     88 all
     88 came
     85 now
     83 down
     83 will
     81 into
     80 eyes
     77 me
     74 went
     73 by
     73 would
     73 one
     69 could
     68 face
     65 man
     65 their
     63 did
     63 men
     62 like
     62 looked
     62 fianna
     61 only
     60 do
     59 back
     58 away
     58 who
     56 when
     54 still
     52 great
     52 again
     50 more
     50 where
     50 time
     50 thought
     50 what
     50 are
     50 been
     49 an
     49 through
     49 very
     48 old
     48 luhar
     47 your
     46 saw
     46 know
     45 if
     45 head
     44 my
     43 toward
     43 turned
     43 here
     42 valkis
     42 wind
     42 little
     42 over
     42 light
     41 come
     41 long
     41 its
     40 stood
     40 stark's
     40 way
     39 seemed
     39 we
     39 voice
     38 kynon's
     37 well
     37 sinharat
     36 beside
     36 desert
     36 before
     36 room
     35 don't
     35 hands
     34 go
     34 freka
     34 going
     34 though
     33 woman
     33 life
     32 thing
     32 hand
     31 some
     31 about
     31 ramas
     30 place
     29 even
     29 city
     29 dead
     29 or
     29 dark
     29 after
     29 nothing
     29 two
     28 death
     28 than
     28 am
     28 across
     27 get
     27 too
     27 around
     26 rose
     26 see
     26 against
     26 between
     25 can
     25 you're
     25 sound
     25 others
     25 looking
     24 knew
     24 feet
     24 ashton
     24 secret
     24 must
     24 body
     24 took
     23 under
     23 left
     23 himself
     23 suddenly
     23 yet
     22 voices
     22 beast
     22 cold
     22 barbarian
     22 water
     22 think
     22 moment
     22 which
     21 something
     21 hair
     21 lay
     21 blood
     21 put
     21 fell
     21 wild
     21 look
     21 why
     21 made
     20 gave
     20 heard
     20 let
     20 far
     20 ancient
     20 began
     20 crowns
     20 skin
     20 dust
     19 square
     19 i'm
     19 white
     19 behind
     19 eric
     19 tall
     19 mind
     19 has
     19 nodded
     19 black
     19 own
     19 silence
     19 side
     19 streets
     19 many
     19 slowly
     19 got
     18 without
     18 crowd
     18 how
     18 also
     18 moved
     18 stones
     18 sat
     18 want
     18 smiled
     18 other
     18 sun
     18 years
     17 shadows
     17 forward
     17 sand
     17 off
     17 night
     17 along
     17 boy
     17 say
     17 last
     17 world
     17 above
     17 faces
     17 shook
     17 delgaun's
     16 those
     16 shunni
     16 low
     16 while
     16 these
     16 us
     16 people
     16 die
     16 silent
     16 gun
     16 moonlight
     16 darkness
     15 followed
     15 shun
     15 may
     15 perhaps
     15 should
     15 it's
     15 raised
     15 kill
     15 yes
     15 laughed
     15 upon
     15 coral
     15 camp
     15 red
     15 open
     15 caught
     15 each
     15 smile
     15 drylands
     15 found
     15 tell
     15 first
     14 whole
     14 any
     14 almost
     14 help
     14 spoke
     14 stopped
     14 litter
     14 brought
     14 stone
     14 moons
     14 air
     14 border
     14 name
     13 gone
     13 set
     13 right
     13 wine
     13 give
     13 remember
     13 evil
     13 ago
     13 half
     13 close
     13 i'll
     13 watched
     13 asked
     13 held
     13 walked
     13 enough
     13 never
     13 mars
     13 line
     13 war
     13 felt
     13 take
     13 once
     12 hear
     12 strength
     12 rode
     12 struck
     12 walls
     12 throat
     12 march
     12 girl
     12 rama
     12 sky
     12 together
     12 quite
     12 martian
     12 walsh
     12 much
     12 strong
     12 beasts
     12 hard
     12 days
     12 words
     12 told
     12 need
     12 young
     12 rising
     12 berild's
     12 might
     12 caravan
     12 three
     12 deep
     12 sent
     11 stair
     11 understand
     11 past
     11 drums
     11 below
     11 palace
     11 every
     11 ages
     11 torches
     11 block
     11 find
     11 reached
     11 won't
     11 table
     11 near
     11 beyond
     11 shoulders
     11 strange
     11 standing
     11 belly
     11 forget
     11 few
     11 outside
     11 women
     11 window
     11 door
     11 high
     10 already
     10 that's
     10 mercury
     10 move
     10 seen
     10 good
     10 make
     10 word
     10 hate
     10 rock
     10 same
     10 led
     10 because
     10 shoulder
     10 beneath
     10 moving
     10 street
     10 building
     10 sea
     10 rod
     10 just
     10 stop
     10 john
     10 waited
     10 coming
     10 showed
     10 thin
     10 kala
     10 earth
     10 whispered
     10 run
     10 minds
     10 kala's
     10 bright
     10 always
     10 sword
     10 stepped
     10 tried
     9 warriors
     9 barbarians
     9 arms
     9 tribes
     9 human
     9 until
     9 fight
     9 answered
     9 waiting
     9 speak
     9 tribesmen
     9 laughter
     9 stairway
     9 n'chaka
     9 bent
     9 done
     9 steps
     9 believe
     9 trap
     9 vast
     9 save
     9 most
     9 golden
     9 such
     9 loot
     9 softly
     9 things
     9 stared
     9 doubt
     9 dry
     9 ever
     8 ran
     8 both
     8 towers
     8 end
     8 sending
     8 earthman
     8 died
     8 ahead
     8 banner
     8 venusian
     8 distant
     8 arm
     8 answer
     8 kesh
     8 creature
     8 council
     8 lost
     8 within
     8 called
     8 pipes
     8 better
     8 bring
     8 crystal
     8 dawn
     8 alone
     8 bodies
     8 soon
     8 storm
     8 there's
     8 wall
     8 flat
     8 i've
     8 another
     8 gaze
     8 ruin
     8 fear
     8 edge
     8 use
     8 swiftly
     8 hours
     8 lady
     8 morning
     8 second
     8 wish
     8 loose
     8 knees
     8 slightly
     8 woman's
     8 clear
     7 taken
     7 show
     7 breath
     7 knife
     7 beautiful
     7 rang
     7 big
     7 laughing
     7 muttered
     7 except
     7 wanted
     7 dryland
     7 sharp
     7 being
     7 lamps
     7 dangerous
     7 cry
     7 arrod
     7 power
     7 vague
     7 terrible
     7 slow
     7 aside
     7 thinking
     7 heart
     7 shadow
     7 thousand
     7 warning
     7 you've
     7 broke
     7 walking
     7 perfectly
     7 true
     7 cried
     7 point
     7 tor
     7 killed
     7 bitter
     7 closer
     7 blazed
     7 keep
     7 lips
     7 mocking
     7 iron
     7 flung
     7 sweet
     7 themis
     7 soft
     7 anger
     7 watch
     7 yourself
     7 goblet
     7 blue
     7 marble
     7 stand
     7 opened
     7 work
     7 hidden
     7 freka's
     7 curtains
     7 empty
     7 instead
     7 drank
     7 impossible
     6 gather
     6 rocks
     6 roared
     6 yellow
     6 leader
     6 they'll
     6 we'll
     6 plan
     6 harsh
     6 slave
     6 watching
     6 flame
     6 running
     6 picked
     6 living
     6 kind
     6 sure
     6 fury
     6 rider
     6 slept
     6 somehow
     6 sharply
     6 silken
     6 outlanders
     6 thrust
     6 knighton
     6 speaking
     6 flatly
     6 he'll
     6 talk
     6 comes
     6 mouth
     6 carven
     6 lead
     6 fall
     6 drawn
     6 among
     6 low-canallers
     6 pale
     6 blew
     6 riders
     6 finally
     6 spoken
     6 glance
     6 crossed
     6 listen
     6 holding
     6 sleep
     6 abruptly
     6 rather
     6 smell
     6 whispering
     6 turning
     6 man's
     6 turn
     6 our
     6 narrow
     6 states
     6 screamed
     6 luhar's
     6 grew
     6 flashed
     6 presently
     6 fallen
     6 queen
     6 pointed
     6 drylanders
     6 trying
     6 naked
     6 known
     6 shanga
     6 listening
     6 places
     6 crack
     6 touched
     6 twisting
     6 ways
     6 feeling
     6 weight
     6 recognized
     6 clever
     6 piping
     6 hour
     6 day
     6 corner
     6 longer
     6 shall
     6 wore
     6 floor
     6 relaxed
     6 seem
     6 massive
     6 raise
     6 buried
     6 anything
     6 thirst
     6 leaped
     6 live
     5 thickly
     5 danger
     5 hot
     5 four
     5 fast
     5 passed
     5 throats
     5 follow
     5 island
     5 least
     5 music
     5 carefully
     5 hung
     5 powerful
     5 broken
     5 dragging
     5 windows
     5 crying
     5 emptiness
     5 tents
     5 fierce
     5 pain
     5 shape
     5 round
     5 apart
     5 warrior
     5 terra
     5 shrugged
     5 figures
     5 quays
     5 houses
     5 everything
     5 stirred
     5 tarak
     5 simon
     5 happened
     5 distance
     5 jekkara
     5 sprang
     5 promise
     5 sprawled
     5 private
     5 direction
     5 became
     5 lash
     5 hold
     5 mount
     5 conquest
     5 drew
     5 faded
     5 swung
     5 youth
     5 jewelled
     5 small
     5 outland
     5 glow
     5 cursed
     5 valkisian
     5 hatred
     5 chance
     5 ridge
     5 dropped
     5 whom
     5 pillar
     5 green
     5 real
     5 bottom
     5 hope
     5 cushions
     5 wrong
     5 later
     5 proud
     5 crouched
     5 forgotten
     5 neck
     5 new
     5 captain
     5 next
     5 ragged
     5 inside
     5 glanced
     5 nobody
     5 mad
     5 hesitated
     5 realized
     5 rolling
     5 fighting-men
     5 afraid
     5 teeth
     5 closed
     5 filled
     5 whisper
     5 cruel
     5 fighting
     5 passion
     5 hell
     5 pressed
     5 paused
     5 climbed
     5 odd
     5 animal
     5 added
     5 rested
     5 become
     5 rest
     5 murmuring
     5 started
     5 bound
     5 clawed
     5 lives
     5 gesture
     5 silk
     5 taking
     5 nor
     5 marched
     5 shaking
     5 heavy
     4 nearest
     4 crown
     4 striking
     4 deal
     4 partly
     4 scarlet
     4 foot
     4 doorway
     4 staggered
     4 fire
     4 he's
     4 temple
     4 cliff
     4 bare
     4 surprised
     4 spilled
     4 moments
     4 lying
     4 luna
     4 madness
     4 banning
     4 sounds
     4 neither
     4 part
     4 knows
     4 sometimes
     4 burning
     4 bells
     4 unending
     4 weapon
     4 whip
     4 meant
     4 straight
     4 different
     4 walk
     4 carried
     4 lied
     4 cut
     4 north
     4 you'll
     4 lamp
     4 minutes
     4 searching
     4 stay
     4 sudden
     4 learned
     4 serve
     4 shouted
     4 flesh
     4 cloak
     4 certain
     4 doors
     4 fled
     4 peering
     4 wondered
     4 low-canal
     4 hoofs
     4 ears
     4 ships
     4 oh
     4 nowhere
     4 lived
     4 getting
     4 civilization
     4 built
     4 bones
     4 burned
     4 swaying
     4 hollow
     4 inscription
     4 civilized
     4 indeed
     4 stillness
     4 worlds
     4 waste
     4 space
     4 slid
     4 backward
     4 didn't
     4 tongue
     4 dreams
     4 glancing
     4 crowded
     4 nearly
     4 can't
     4 utter
     4 martians
     4 fought
     4 farther
     4 trouble
     4 really
     4 finish
     4 return
     4 yours
     4 evening
     4 happy
     4 encampment
     4 cities
     4 speed
     4 pass
     4 worn
     4 dream
     4 expected
     4 jealous
     4 god
     4 poured
     4 dropping
     4 particular
     4 dusky
     4 someone
     4 start
     4 changed
     4 screaming
     4 uncanny
     4 making
     4 venus
     4 themselves
     4 barren
     4 growled
     4 else
     4 bronze
     4 brave
     4 course
     4 enemies
     4 cliffs
     4 what's
     4 laid
     4 pleasure
     4 battle
     4 crimson
     4 prevent
     4 lizard
     4 saddle
     4 stretched
     4 throbbing
     4 mean
     4 bestial
     4 faced
     4 smiling
     4 lighted
     4 wrapped
     4 unless
     4 faint
     4 slope
     4 blazing
     4 bred
     4 thick
     4 thoughts
     4 awake
     4 girdle
     4 sagged
     4 full
     4 excited
     4 jug
     4 witch
     4 cover
     4 ruins
     4 ring
     4 weapons
     4 often
     4 born
     4 collar
     4 path
     4 gods
     4 glad
     4 ready
     4 tiny
     4 mounted
     4 step
     4 allies
     4 five
     4 senses
     4 shadowy
     4 drop
     4 remained
     3 sculptured
     3 motionless
     3 clinging
     3 wait
     3 lies
     3 beautifully
     3 pedestal
     3 twisted
     3 skirling
     3 enter
     3 chances
     3 shoot
     3 damned
     3 shunni's
     3 mouths
     3 ocean
     3 pride
     3 continued
     3 growling
     3 they're
     3 fluting
     3 struggled
     3 plans
     3 smoke
     3 grown
     3 pretty
     3 banged
     3 demanded
     3 loudly
     3 crept
     3 choking
     3 blown
     3 welcome
     3 curious
     3 thousands
     3 meet
     3 humor
     3 hit
     3 leather
     3 city-states
     3 ones
     3 lower
     3 hallway
     3 loud
     3 straps
     3 plunged
     3 lie
     3 impatiently
     3 hall
     3 heels
     3 pay
     3 join
     3 swift
     3 forth
     3 glared
     3 tremble
     3 twice
     3 midnight
     3 rid
     3 hired
     3 you'd
     3 heading
     3 hunger
     3 sunlight
     3 tied
     3 placed
     3 market
     3 top
     3 blowing
     3 shadowed
     3 flaring
     3 threw
     3 mine
     3 forgive
     3 itself
     3 call
     3 outlander
     3 whatever
     3 cruiser
     3 upward
     3 loomed
     3 measured
     3 dreamed
     3 lean
     3 dismounted
     3 formed
     3 wandering
     3 dwelt
     3 faltered
     3 belt
     3 legend
     3 gathered
     3 louder
     3 canals
     3 stock
     3 crushed
     3 raging
     3 sweat
     3 exactly
     3 stars
     3 beaten
     3 trampling
     3 tired
     3 gasped
     3 six
     3 guerrilla
     3 shining
     3 ever-living
     3 yelling
     3 echo
     3 single
     3 pulled
     3 clearly
     3 cared
     3 track
     3 friend
     3 spring
     3 desolation
     3 broad
     3 spear
     3 desire
     3 colony
     3 looming
     3 vice
     3 try
     3 enemy
     3 peace
     3 either
     3 leave
     3 uproar
     3 carry
     3 blackness
     3 times
     3 soul
     3 feared
     3 chieftain
     3 brutish
     3 danced
     3 saying
     3 serving
     3 secrets
     3 flared
     3 narrowed
     3 shut
     3 valley
     3 doing
     3 spurred
     3 threat
     3 downward
     3 magnificent
     3 footfalls
     3 furs
     3 rolled
     3 simple
     3 fat
     3 talking
     3 basin
     3 quick
     3 riding
     3 length
     3 reach
     3 patience
     3 traditional
     3 following
     3 onto
     3 curved
     3 father
     3 chains
     3 anyone
     3 eagle
     3 shapes
     3 quietly
     3 survived
     3 blind
     3 cavern
     3 torchlight
     3 awoke
     3 barrakesh
     3 flying
     3 hanging
     3 keen
     3 dig
     3 valleys
     3 honest
     3 headquarters
     3 carved
     3 none
     3 isn't
     3 smooth
     3 blade
     3 ruined
     3 erect
     3 sickness
     3 dying
     3 lot
     3 returned
     3 feebly
     3 studied
     3 cracked
     3 lights
     3 presence
     3 guard
     3 front
     3 forcing
     3 kissed
     3 shout
     3 quarters
     3 does
     3 knowing
     3 fingers
     3 agree
     3 wreck
     3 main
     3 somewhere
     3 system
     3 lifted
     3 eerie
     3 haze
     3 we're
     3 guessed
     3 primitive
     3 ringing
     3 roar
     3 hadn't
     3 snapped
     3 pitched
     3 whose
     3 talked
     3 miles
     3 swayed
     3 tough
     3 tonight
     3 happen
     3 rule
     3 grim
     3 moon
     3 handle
     3 dress
     3 pitch
     3 canal
     3 remembered
     3 vaguely
     3 friends
     3 truth
     3 savage
     3 using
     3 since
     3 tone
     3 unable
     3 painful
     3 echoed
     3 level
     3 other's
     3 anywhere
     3 brute
     3 color
     3 sort
     3 ask
     3 read
     3 callisto
     3 lovely
     3 sunset
     3 town
     3 learn
     3 chiming
     3 mark
     3 destroy
     2 lunar
     2 crest
     2 fair
     2 proof
     2 sweating
     2 planetary
     2 deafening
     2 attendant
     2 repeating
     2 stirring
     2 supply
     2 final
     2 knowledge
     2 triumph
     2 pile
     2 whistling
     2 job
     2 met
     2 protected
     2 driven
     2 illusion
     2 flashing
     2 drinking
     2 tumbled
     2 brilliant
     2 drowsy
     2 bleeding
     2 plain
     2 higher
     2 late
     2 replaced
     2 dimly
     2 pack-beasts
     2 sick
     2 earthman's
     2 experience
     2 dancing-girls
     2 luck
     2 risen
     2 listened
     2 jobs
     2 lord
     2 throw
     2 wheels
     2 sheer
     2 damn
     2 dare
     2 sincere
     2 clashing
     2 tunic
     2 pit
     2 months
     2 metal
     2 law
     2 trail
     2 squeal
     2 drumbeat
     2 wrappings
     2 scornfully
     2 brother
     2 buildings
     2 softness
     2 glaring
     2 strike
     2 fears
     2 order
     2 quarrels
     2 discharge
     2 wondering
     2 growing
     2 span
     2 eternal
     2 child
     2 subtly
     2 send
     2 rattled
     2 sword-hilt
     2 stubborn
     2 drawing
     2 delicate
     2 lure
     2 report
     2 frescoes
     2 ugly
     2 silently
     2 stooping
     2 kilt
     2 swollen
     2 sway
     2 seven
     2 whipped
     2 concern
     2 joke
     2 less
     2 behold
     2 whisperings
     2 sunrise
     2 cast
     2 merely
     2 everywhere
     2 expectancy
     2 beckoned
     2 palm
     2 passing
     2 leaving
     2 liked
     2 barely
     2 rapidly
     2 alley
     2 twitching
     2 sounded
     2 curve
     2 hasn't
     2 approaching
     2 leaned
     2 rapt
     2 figure
     2 chief
     2 hurried
     2 incongruous
     2 ah
     2 surely
     2 produce
     2 therefore
     2 king
     2 question
     2 creatures
     2 animals
     2 unhuman
     2 crashed
     2 hiding-place
     2 rush
     2 beating
     2 falling
     2 wouldn't
     2 cell
     2 alert
     2 useful
     2 lizards
     2 shallow
     2 wicked
     2 drops
     2 grabbed
     2 ice
     2 mocked
     2 effect
     2 kiss
     2 awakened
     2 land
     2 breast
     2 setting
     2 thank
     2 western
     2 race
     2 age-old
     2 holy
     2 bar
     2 interest
     2 hide
     2 empire
     2 half-stunned
     2 era
     2 stare
     2 suspicions
     2 reminding
     2 kathuun
     2 slipped
     2 countless
     2 business
     2 veneer
     2 grip
     2 let's
     2 twice-born
     2 create
     2 warned
     2 escort
     2 childhood
     2 singing
     2 drummers
     2 wished
     2 weary
     2 scaly
     2 constantly
     2 roofless
     2 care
     2 beginning
     2 survive
     2 clapping
     2 slight
     2 tunnels
     2 handful
     2 chill
     2 foolish
     2 fin
     2 painfully
     2 movement
     2 ease
     2 ambition
     2 trembling
     2 central
     2 seems
     2 tortured
     2 aware
     2 leaves
     2 receded
     2 pipings
     2 unfamiliar
     2 whether
     2 sidelong
     2 catlike
     2 reality
     2 grow
     2 mercenaries
     2 outer
     2 mission
     2 prepare
     2 gallery
     2 muscles
     2 stride
     2 nights
     2 wrist
     2 cause
     2 tore
     2 owe
     2 wilderness
     2 hunting
     2 tika
     2 approached
     2 food
     2 difficulty
     2 flowed
     2 vultures
     2 caravans
     2 delusions
     2 mood
     2 brooding
     2 paving
     2 fourth
     2 noon
     2 touch
     2 tinge
     2 wants
     2 solemn
     2 bleak
     2 myself
     2 feuds
     2 used
     2 trailing
     2 gloom
     2 stamping
     2 sign
     2 roughly
     2 wail
     2 plodded
     2 reading
     2 dozen
     2 minute
     2 lose
     2 coffer
     2 secretly
     2 bangles
     2 abruptness
     2 drown
     2 supposed
     2 cheering
     2 snarled
     2 size
     2 lines
     2 gold
     2 glinted
     2 treasure
     2 shake
     2 reddish
     2 twenty
     2 shown
     2 electronic
     2 steadily
     2 flattened
     2 everyone
     2 low-canals
     2 ear
     2 boyhood
     2 patrol
     2 robe
     2 curiously
     2 echoing
     2 tightly
     2 climbing
     2 flash
     2 gloomy
     2 shortest
     2 hissed
     2 pulse
     2 poison
     2 agent
     2 sobbing
     2 excitement
     2 deliberately
     2 plucked
     2 shock
     2 crevice
     2 sea-bottom
     2 haunted
     2 tiger
     2 stuff
     2 infinite
     2 breathless
     2 wolves
     2 gripping
     2 disregarded
     2 today
     2 cult
     2 hungry
     2 blame
     2 tangled
     2 varl
     2 planned
     2 sitting
     2 seized
     2 dreaming
     2 patient
     2 ripped
     2 climb
     2 bloody
     2 begun
     2 grasped
     2 shivering
     2 possible
     2 kept
     2 whirled
     2 dusty
     2 valkisians
     2 remembering
     2 softer
     2 keshi
     2 procession
     2 intend
     2 breathing
     2 stumbled
     2 half-buried
     2 putting
     2 protect
     2 herself
     2 takes
     2 stands
     2 entirely
     2 needed
     2 breasts
     2 gentlemen
     2 electric
     2 beat
     2 flagging
     2 waist
     2 slender
     2 reedy
     2 lifetime
     2 brutes
     2 gates
     2 catacombs
     2 hooked
     2 means
     2 absolutely
     2 maze
     2 harness
     2 fighters
     2 company
     2 shimmering
     2 cat
     2 glacier
     2 tomorrow
     2 peculiar
     2 steady
     2 settled
     2 braided
     2 hundred
     2 vibrant
     2 sit
     2 muttering
     2 haven't
     2 wildly
     2 padded
     2 frosty
     2 pool
     2 beam
     2 peered
     2 skirt
     2 hurry
     2 addiction
     2 hint
     2 throng
     2 possessed
     2 lain
     2 brilliance
     2 hers
     2 corridor
     2 glare
     2 deepening
     2 shard
     2 best
     2 vantage
     2 clamor
     2 crouching
     2 brows
     2 pad
     2 tension
     2 throbbed
     2 easy
     2 rise
     2 sand-cat
     2 chieftains
     2 awakening
     2 ambitions
     2 cobbles
     2 handsome
     2 angry
     2 reason
     2 going-back
     2 ashton's
     2 spent
     2 stick
     2 gift
     2 grinned
     2 silvery
     2 search
     2 guarded
     2 lonely
     2 ended
     2 rumors
     2 south
     2 cruelly
     2 marked
     2 waking
     2 utterly
     2 thieves
     2 lucky
     2 ornaments
     2 pouring
     2 warfare
     2 towns
     2 rage
     2 basalt
     2 ceased
     2 skins
     2 laugh
     2 difficult
     2 risked
     2 bore
     2 support
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     1 fluttered
     1 reasons
     1 lieutenants
     1 heel
     1 miners
     1 harshened
     1 slipping
     1 motioning
     1 command
     1 stalking
     1 firm
     1 footprints
     1 sings
     1 foundations
     1 odds
     1 dismantle
     1 haloed
     1 hail-fellow
     1 strip
     1 redly
     1 feels
     1 shocking
     1 equipment
     1 alike
     1 doubtful
     1 war-party
     1 wonderfully
     1 circlets
     1 till
     1 reassured
     1 brood
     1 recovered
     1 disorganized
     1 artificial
     1 midst
     1 satisfaction
     1 immeasurably
     1 pricked
     1 suit
     1 horizon
     1 grappling
     1 hungrily
     1 weariness
     1 guns
     1 worship
     1 splendor
     1 rich
     1 glory
     1 dim
     1 impressive
     1 cashiered
     1 fault
     1 shuddering
     1 wickedly
     1 clouding
     1 half-drooping
     1 spread
     1 mauling
     1 aged
     1 amazement
     1 flute-voices
     1 protest
     1 seeming
     1 good-humored
     1 epc
     1 cheerful
     1 listeners
     1 memorized
     1 willing
     1 shadow-blotched
     1 influenced
     1 civilizing
     1 madman
     1 green-eyed
     1 transferred
     1 centered
     1 saddened
     1 fully
     1 patiently
     1 time-worn
     1 water-skins
     1 witch-woman
     1 leanness
     1 fighting-skills
     1 dive
     1 dazedly
     1 appeared
     1 wooden
     1 mounting
     1 dogs
     1 serrated
     1 unearthly
     1 grinning
     1 suffered
     1 apparently
     1 resolutely
     1 stream
     1 slanted
     1 pools
     1 someday
     1 statue
     1 blessed
     1 treacherous
     1 heart's
     1 trod
     1 many-shaded
     1 holiday
     1 captives
     1 cropped
     1 mother
     1 thief
     1 absorbed
     1 beaming
     1 sixteen
     1 mewing
     1 scores
     1 glitter
     1 attractions
     1 looks
     1 privacy
     1 flavor
     1 jingling
     1 evilly
     1 shrilling
     1 served
     1 winced
     1 useless
     1 hitch
     1 tawny
     1 thirty
     1 semi-dusk
     1 gums
     1 charged
     1 admire
     1 wing
     1 prideful
     1 objects
     1 unharmed
     1 musical
     1 westward
     1 horrified
     1 weakly
     1 lamed
     1 struggling
     1 onward
     1 bigger
     1 awaken
     1 throb
     1 blood-red
     1 curtly
     1 lending
     1 pure
     1 asks
     1 herd
     1 inevitable
     1 mother-tongue
     1 audible
     1 hangover
     1 loading
     1 cigarette
     1 elegant
     1 hawk's
     1 school
     1 baked
     1 saturnine
     1 cave
     1 striated
     1 strategy
     1 dimming
     1 lingering
     1 councils
     1 sandals
     1 present
     1 ape
     1 nastier
     1 headed
     1 iv
     1 that'll
     1 glamor
     1 dome
     1 bursting
     1 solidly
     1 draw
     1 xii
     1 spiralled
     1 enjoy
     1 gradually
     1 sang
     1 lagoon
     1 noticed
     1 astonishment
     1 insinuation
     1 gold-colored
     1 gently
     1 prepared
     1 scowled
     1 clung
     1 desk
     1 gilded
     1 courteous
     1 swamps
     1 beasthood
     1 eluded
     1 liar
     1 mirrored
     1 completely
     1 lurch
     1 acid
     1 deluded
     1 ix
     1 conqueror
     1 pulsating
     1 levelly
     1 millions
     1 unloaded
     1 gleaming
     1 brittleness
     1 youth's
     1 taboo
     1 oppressed
     1 lessons
     1 loosen
     1 sin
     1 windless
     1 tongues
     1 blacker
     1 sadly
     1 instincts
     1 brown
     1 filtering
     1 touching
     1 remain
     1 underground
     1 upset
     1 openings
     1 ghosts
     1 lee
     1 pair
     1 shanga-sodden
     1 structure
     1 bandit
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 4045 the
    2003 and
    1612 of
    1226 to
    1175 a
     895 he
     730 was
     720 in
     609 they
     600 that
     597 stark
     582 it
     536 his
     510 you
     467 with
     457 had
     417 said
     415 not
     406 were
     356 them
     351 at
     341 him
     339 as
     334 for
     311 i
     308 on
     281 their
     268 is
     263 there
     263 from
     254 but
     238 have
     233 we
     223 all
     219 her
     217 be
     207 one
     200 no
     195 she
     176 man
     176 are
     165 what
     154 could
     153 this
     152 would
     150 up
     149 by
     147 out
     139 then
     138 came
     138 now
     137 so
     136 who
     133 into
     131 men
     130 us
     124 did
     124 people
     123 do
     120 like
     120 or
     117 where
     115 if
     115 gerrith
     114 will
     111 your
     111 gelmar
     107 about
     107 old
     105 more
     103 an
     103 some
     102 only
     102 wandsmen
     101 down
     100 when
     99 see
     99 been
     97 back
     95 way
     93 me
     92 time
     91 long
     86 away
     86 come
     85 know
     84 here
     84 looked
     81 through
     81 halk
     80 went
     78 eyes
     77 go
     77 again
     74 dark
     74 other
     74 over
     73 too
     73 yarrod
     71 irnan
     71 made
     70 still
     69 hargoth
     68 against
     67 citadel
     67 great
     66 these
     66 than
     65 well
     64 can
     64 saw
     63 ashton
     63 head
     62 thought
     61 turned
     61 amnir
     61 two
     59 skaith
     59 little
     58 seemed
     58 stood
     58 enough
     58 sun
     57 how
     57 my
     56 must
     56 though
     56 around
     54 even
     54 small
     54 why
     53 let
     53 its
     53 much
     53 might
     53 hand
     52 woman
     52 cold
     52 very
     51 our
     50 mordach
     50 never
     50 which
     49 behind
     49 kill
     49 children
     49 going
     48 perhaps
     48 wind
     48 many
     48 kell
     47 any
     47 because
     47 asked
     46 without
     46 north
     46 has
     46 face
     46 marg
     46 high
     45 don't
     45 left
     45 place
     45 lords
     45 began
     45 others
     45 first
     44 irnanese
     44 protector
     44 own
     44 took
     43 knew
     43 stark's
     43 after
     43 things
     43 told
     43 nothing
     43 between
     43 across
     42 life
     42 himself
     42 side
     42 south
     42 before
     41 wise
     41 world
     41 road
     41 take
     40 something
     40 off
     40 hands
     40 along
     40 light
     40 tell
     39 toward
     39 farers
     37 make
     37 fear
     37 northhounds
     36 end
     36 body
     36 voice
     36 far
     36 think
     35 seen
     35 another
     34 white
     34 may
     33 those
     33 human
     33 city
     33 dead
     33 baya
     33 thing
     33 flay
     32 find
     32 while
     32 brought
     32 sea
     32 iron
     32 prophecy
     31 good
     31 heard
     31 give
     31 until
     31 keep
     31 say
     31 upon
     31 wagons
     30 mountains
     30 moved
     30 ships
     30 jerann
     30 beyond
     30 skeg
     30 weapons
     30 yet
     30 am
     29 under
     29 thyrans
     29 being
     29 walls
     29 close
     29 kazimni
     29 yes
     29 stone
     29 get
     28 set
     28 except
     28 beside
     28 water
     28 thyra
     28 night
     28 just
     28 smiled
     28 themselves
     28 beasts
     28 snow
     28 guard
     28 witchfires
     28 women
     28 found
     28 name
     27 ground
     27 house
     27 need
     27 three
     27 once
     27 party
     26 towers
     26 quite
     26 held
     26 strong
     26 does
     26 open
     26 work
     26 faces
     26 mother
     26 shook
     26 shall
     25 gray
     25 gone
     25 gave
     25 almost
     25 izvand
     25 hall
     25 mouth
     25 it's
     25 stars
     25 blood
     25 most
     25 last
     25 pack
     25 felt
     24 hear
     24 gate
     24 feet
     24 among
     24 n'chaka
     24 fell
     24 new
     24 look
     24 wall
     24 air
     23 past
     23 ahead
     23 sound
     23 sky
     23 spoke
     23 large
     23 put
     23 laughed
     23 killed
     23 want
     23 die
     23 alone
     23 trade
     23 above
     23 moment
     23 free
     23 sent
     23 looking
     22 corn
     22 understand
     22 whole
     22 tall
     22 mind
     22 followed
     22 every
     22 rock
     22 alive
     22 true
     22 leave
     22 hard
     22 waited
     22 coming
     22 places
     22 each
     22 harsenyi
     22 live
     21 taken
     21 breath
     21 plain
     21 right
     21 wanted
     21 nodded
     21 lay
     21 hold
     21 led
     21 done
     21 beneath
     21 someone
     21 pax
     21 course
     21 star
     21 known
     21 always
     20 wait
     20 already
     20 arms
     20 i'm
     20 fire
     20 they're
     20 sure
     20 king
     20 carried
     20 should
     20 power
     20 sat
     20 same
     20 shoulder
     20 strange
     20 got
     20 bound
     20 sword
     20 short
     19 square
     19 follow
     19 you're
     19 amnir's
     19 land
     19 skaith-daughter
     19 fight
     19 word
     19 talk
     19 together
     19 food
     19 called
     19 either
     19 bodies
     19 kept
     19 group
     19 soon
     19 narrow
     19 bright
     19 since
     19 heavy
     18 both
     18 thyran
     18 strength
     18 voices
     18 sounds
     18 armed
     18 least
     18 ones
     18 round
     18 help
     18 lost
     18 within
     18 moving
     18 breca
     18 green
     18 pass
     18 hope
     18 bridge
     18 use
     18 planet
     18 fighting
     18 wish
     18 day
     18 captives
     18 nor
     18 outdwellers
     18 anything
     17 death
     17 knife
     17 kintoth
     17 forward
     17 lamp
     17 waiting
     17 aside
     17 stones
     17 became
     17 didn't
     17 better
     17 corridor
     17 such
     17 closed
     17 dying
     17 few
     17 watch
     17 diviners
     17 red
     17 caught
     17 love
     17 ever
     16 ran
     16 sight
     16 we'll
     16 metal
     16 union
     16 order
     16 rode
     16 died
     16 crowd
     16 straight
     16 animals
     16 hills
     16 heads
     16 happened
     16 half
     16 drew
     16 steps
     16 can't
     16 shut
     16 making
     16 inside
     16 gaze
     16 force
     16 sort
     16 door
     16 years
     15 barrens
     15 wide
     15 neither
     15 part
     15 northern
     15 also
     15 eye
     15 everything
     15 silence
     15 bent
     15 watched
     15 point
     15 wild
     15 furs
     15 neck
     15 line
     15 darkness
     15 lifted
     15 touched
     15 stared
     15 warm
     15 wore
     15 tried
     15 seem
     14 eric
     14 hair
     14 passed
     14 beautiful
     14 mob
     14 priests
     14 whatever
     14 worlds
     14 pale
     14 used
     14 believe
     14 walked
     14 matter
     14 table
     14 gelmar's
     14 later
     14 gerd
     14 anyone
     14 quietly
     14 standing
     14 suddenly
     14 stand
     14 longer
     14 clear
     13 move
     13 send
     13 meet
     13 lamps
     13 vault
     13 keeping
     13 black
     13 care
     13 beginning
     13 lived
     13 six
     13 you've
     13 folk
     13 really
     13 sleep
     13 worldheart
     13 galactic
     13 instrument
     13 soldiers
     13 else
     13 teeth
     13 showed
     13 reason
     13 days
     13 returned
     13 outside
     13 we're
     13 animal
     13 run
     13 become
     13 ruins
     13 path
     13 appeared
     13 room
     13 destroy
     12 rose
     12 that's
     12 cliff
     12 watching
     12 tunic
     12 trail
     12 child
     12 big
     12 darklands
     12 windows
     12 wandsman
     12 ice
     12 figures
     12 speak
     12 claws
     12 gerrith's
     12 fall
     12 strangers
     12 attack
     12 suppose
     12 broad
     12 reached
     12 pod
     12 cannot
     12 farer
     12 izvandians
     12 hungry
     12 silent
     12 reach
     12 stop
     12 escape
     12 safe
     12 gift
     12 trying
     12 thin
     12 thick
     12 opened
     12 rest
     12 guards
     12 second
     12 feeling
     12 weight
     12 finished
     12 doubt
     12 skin
     12 i'd
     12 lives
     12 otherwise
     12 ought
     12 centuries
     12 ask
     12 quiet
     11 leader
     11 picked
     11 platform
     11 sometimes
     11 music
     11 hung
     11 leaned
     11 lie
     11 chief
     11 cut
     11 pain
     11 journey
     11 shrugged
     11 center
     11 itself
     11 easily
     11 formed
     11 wandering
     11 answer
     11 distance
     11 burned
     11 lead
     11 whether
     11 stopped
     11 dozen
     11 low
     11 ridge
     11 fought
     11 bring
     11 streets
     11 roads
     11 onto
     11 shapes
     11 john
     11 shoulders
     11 besides
     11 none
     11 afraid
     11 pointed
     11 naked
     11 river
     11 young
     11 frozen
     11 case
     11 feel
     11 deep
     11 often
     11 bridge-keeper
     11 believed
     11 apparently
     11 ginger
     11 color
     10 knowledge
     10 bad
     10 four
     10 pride
     10 wounded
     10 fed
     10 arrows
     10 curious
     10 broken
     10 sharp
     10 goddess
     10 different
     10 trader
     10 remember
     10 dangerous
     10 twice
     10 apart
     10 thrust
     10 sudden
     10 killing
     10 doors
     10 threw
     10 wondered
     10 girl
     10 upward
     10 movement
     10 belt
     10 starships
     10 forever
     10 litter
     10 secret
     10 swung
     10 blew
     10 gold
     10 huge
     10 edges
     10 smell
     10 begun
     10 possible
     10 turn
     10 daughter
     10 there's
     10 master
     10 probably
     10 revolt
     10 isn't
     10 rough
     10 camp
     10 difficult
     10 fingers
     10 morning
     10 fires
     10 lesser
     10 off-worlder
     10 born
     10 truth
     10 covered
     10 quickly
     9 listened
     9 he's
     9 running
     9 living
     9 circle
     9 slashed
     9 city-states
     9 struck
     9 view
     9 choice
     9 warmth
     9 meant
     9 creatures
     9 rush
     9 swift
     9 you'll
     9 throat
     9 shallow
     9 stay
     9 shouted
     9 flesh
     9 certain
     9 halk's
     9 pace
     9 answered
     9 business
     9 call
     9 post
     9 ears
     9 beast
     9 cart
     9 yarrod's
     9 seat
     9 built
     9 off-worlders
     9 gathered
     9 thinking
     9 mercenaries
     9 i'll
     9 thermal
     9 given
     9 shining
     9 space
     9 vines
     9 clearly
     9 bleak
     9 bitter
     9 size
     9 street
     9 chance
     9 times
     9 totally
     9 giving
     9 robe
     9 inn
     9 expected
     9 near
     9 turning
     9 riding
     9 proud
     9 mother's
     9 mountain
     9 company
     9 forced
     9 halted
     9 best
     9 edge
     9 ancient
     9 angry
     9 words
     9 magic
     9 rage
     9 lighted
     9 bore
     9 climbed
     9 somewhere
     9 maps
     9 inner
     9 added
     9 several
     9 full
     9 friends
     9 ready
     9 noticed
     8 warriors
     8 lies
     8 crown
     8 show
     8 fresh
     8 higher
     8 bare
     8 lord
     8 elders
     8 jaws
     8 sorry
     8 growing
     8 smoke
     8 grown
     8 madness
     8 hargoth's
     8 less
     8 skull
     8 powerful
     8 number
     8 nevertheless
     8 slaifed
     8 having
     8 wicked
     8 hunger
     8 obviously
     8 ladies
     8 market
     8 top
     8 swords
     8 mercenary
     8 lance
     8 speaking
     8 ministry
     8 escort
     8 ford
     8 clean
     8 simon
     8 slow
     8 ago
     8 getting
     8 bones
     8 aware
     8 council
     8 shackles
     8 we've
     8 thousand
     8 hunting
     8 bowed
     8 smelled
     8 passage
     8 idea
     8 crowded
     8 peace
     8 closer
     8 cities
     8 usual
     8 crystal
     8 rolled
     8 guardpost
     8 start
     8 sweet
     8 roof
     8 flight
     8 next
     8 busy
     8 glanced
     8 laid
     8 hurry
     8 fallen
     8 baya's
     8 clouds
     8 cruel
     8 dais
     8 men-at-arms
     8 started
     8 hidden
     8 consulate
     8 dry
     8 ferdic
     8 steam
     8 rich
     8 feed
     8 glad
     8 hammer
     8 wagon
     8 skaith-our-mother
     8 traders
     8 massive
     8 humans
     8 fur
     8 drop
     8 remained
     7 stair
     7 third
     7 hot
     7 doorway
     7 meat
     7 leading
     7 shelter
     7 fast
     7 destroyed
     7 enormous
     7 shadows
     7 science
     7 leaving
     7 certainly
     7 carefully
     7 break
     7 sounded
     7 entered
     7 surely
     7 makes
     7 peaks
     7 frost
     7 chamber
     7 thank
     7 cloak
     7 promised
     7 holy
     7 aurora
     7 hate
     7 below
     7 weak
     7 pushed
     7 arm
     7 survive
     7 greedy
     7 drawn
     7 outer
     7 rooms
     7 fenn
     7 slid
     7 emigration
     7 single
     7 pulled
     7 touch
     7 tongue
     7 friend
     7 perfectly
     7 they've
     7 sign
     7 cried
     7 briefly
     7 try
     7 agreed
     7 lines
     7 dropped
     7 fiercely
     7 farther
     7 won't
     7 trouble
     7 doing
     7 save
     7 arrow
     7 needed
     7 groups
     7 nomads
     7 winter
     7 fly
     7 howling
     7 soft
     7 presently
     7 slowly
     7 rise
     7 stretched
     7 belly
     7 softly
     7 matters
     7 bit
     7 hooded
     7 hounds
     7 wrapped
     7 rising
     7 bowl
     7 opening
     7 heat
     7 truly
     7 home
     7 minds
     7 ways
     7 smile
     7 hardly
     7 tower
     7 remembered
     7 vision
     7 cloth
     7 chain
     7 taking
     7 able
     7 tiny
     7 woman's
     7 couldn't
     7 marched
     7 officer
     7 cave
     7 floor
     7 learn
     7 gleaming
     7 sides
     6 planetary
     6 toll-house
     6 deal
     6 yellow
     6 wonder
     6 foreign
     6 late
     6 twilight
     6 continued
     6 sacred
     6 komrey
     6 skaith-mother
     6 bundles
     6 earthman
     6 burning
     6 slept
     6 lower
     6 worth
     6 sharply
     6 form
     6 vanished
     6 walk
     6 pay
     6 shape
     6 forth
     6 cry
     6 desperate
     6 band
     6 minutes
     6 distant
     6 rusty
     6 range
     6 star-roads
     6 serve
     6 setting
     6 taught
     6 slain
     6 grip
     6 showing
     6 vasth
     6 terrible
     6 tales
     6 muscle
     6 shadow
     6 considered
     6 tore
     6 tired
     6 raised
     6 roofs
     6 track
     6 bank
     6 spring
     6 survival
     6 base
     6 pierced
     6 suns
     6 finally
     6 fortress
     6 crossed
     6 steadily
     6 danced
     6 vast
     6 expression
     6 garments
     6 ourselves
     6 area
     6 cavalcade
     6 talking
     6 sea-our-mother
     6 wrong
     6 man's
     6 swept
     6 kicked
     6 motion
     6 patience
     6 effort
     6 following
     6 intend
     6 flung
     6 screamed
     6 leaning
     6 beat
     6 captain
     6 screaming
     6 ranks
     6 decided
     6 eat
     6 tomorrow
     6 profit
     6 sighed
     6 settled
     6 i've
     6 ritual
     6 jaw
     6 pits
     6 shone
     6 office
     6 consul
     6 faith
     6 various
     6 errand
     6 pleasure
     6 wrists
     6 managed
     6 realized
     6 chambers
     6 ashton's
     6 lot
     6 mean
     6 curiosity
     6 search
     6 studied
     6 choked
     6 faced
     6 marked
     6 price
     6 fine
     6 caverns
     6 khamm
     6 smiling
     6 yourself
     6 fiction
     6 ceased
     6 forbidden
     6 wandsmen's
     6 anyway
     6 deeper
     6 lady
     6 ironmaster
     6 mask
     6 paused
     6 slope
     6 blow
     6 veil
     6 guessed
     6 sense
     6 history
     6 legs
     6 wisdom
     6 piper
     6 bringing
     6 tunics
     6 worship
     6 hour
     6 dim
     6 catching
     6 chaos
     6 easier
     6 dressed
     6 travel
     6 knees
     6 joy
     6 dust
     6 anywhere
     6 wings
     6 stepped
     6 gradually
     6 five
     5 haste
     5 courtiers
     5 diadem
     5 lack
     5 surprise
     5 danger
     5 triumph
     5 they'll
     5 mining
     5 wet
     5 marching
     5 landscape
     5 foot
     5 braid
     5 harsh
     5 action
     5 southern
     5 damned
     5 moments
     5 accepted
     5 symbol
     5 tree-bark
     5 pleasant
     5 traveling
     5 hoped
     5 fallarin
     5 ugly
     5 fact
     5 knows
     5 seven
     5 concern
     5 hit
     5 leather
     5 disappeared
     5 older
     5 tribe
     5 worried
     5 manner
     5 guide
     5 hooting
     5 worse
     5 masked
     5 ah
     5 question
     5 winds
     5 beating
     5 join
     5 glowing
     5 comfortable
     5 you'd
     5 authority
     5 note
     5 banners
     5 blowing
     5 ingots
     5 important
     5 cluster-light
     5 wood
     5 he'll
     5 wished
     5 oh
     5 tear
     5 silver
     5 wound
     5 snow-devils
     5 hollow
     5 heart
     5 hillside
     5 sidelong
     5 sprang
     5 darker
     5 allowed
     5 muscles
     5 captured
     5 future
     5 exactly
     5 quality
     5 eaten
     5 squat
     5 leigh
     5 walking
     5 spite
     5 shore
     5 swinging
     5 grove
     5 doesn't
     5 game
     5 joined
     5 hatred
     5 supposed
     5 meager
     5 tunnel
     5 cloud
     5 safety
     5 calm
     5 trust
     5 precious
     5 holding
     5 mordach's
     5 sentries
     5 rather
     5 simple
     5 fat
     5 wearing
     5 chanting
     5 dreaming
     5 length
     5 forgotten
     5 remembering
     5 manacles
     5 scream
     5 difference
     5 nose
     5 halt
     5 changed
     5 desert
     5 information
     5 strayer
     5 wand
     5 harness
     5 stuck
     5 fate
     5 grew
     5 mist
     5 growled
     5 peculiar
     5 steady
     5 colors
     5 hundred
     5 what's
     5 starport
     5 haven't
     5 row
     5 carved
     5 wider
     5 hid
     5 hesitated
     5 battle
     5 breaking
     5 anger
     5 blade
     5 saddle
     5 filled
     5 dried
     5 false
     5 fool
     5 guarded
     5 front
     5 ferdias
     5 slab
     5 swiftly
     5 hours
     5 unchanging
     5 fairly
     5 main
     5 betrayed
     5 odd
     5 system
     5 rank
     5 dull
     5 bred
     5 safely
     5 surface
     5 hymn
     5 ringing
     5 brothers
     5 hunt
     5 shivered
     5 sell
     5 conscious
     5 wealth
     5 slipping
     5 covering
     5 clawed
     5 curtains
     5 deeply
     5 horizon
     5 orders
     5 spread
     5 savage
     5 freedom
     5 level
     5 slightly
     5 daylight
     5 instead
     5 landlord
     5 town
     5 sleeping
     4 smells
     4 share
     4 immediately
     4 carvings
     4 flew
     4 man-without-a-tribe
     4 object
     4 brilliant
     4 age
     4 necessary
     4 wine
     4 mercury
     4 foremost
     4 kintoth's
     4 halter
     4 surprised
     4 corridors
     4 mischief
     4 purse
     4 faster
     4 sun's
     4 refused
     4 fulfillment
     4 original
     4 dirty
     4 irons
     4 officers
     4 affection
     4 buildings
     4 records
     4 sending
     4 endless
     4 eternal
     4 kind
     4 finger
     4 lying
     4 fields
     4 cross
     4 hilt
     4 forming
     4 village
     4 rescue
     4 plenty
     4 flank
     4 deserted
     4 merely
     4 somehow
     4 handed
     4 slee
     4 strings
     4 laughing
     4 forges
     4 rapidly
     4 weapon
     4 hurt
     4 abandoned
     4 figure
     4 hurried
     4 population
     4 reaching
     4 meaning
     4 falling
     4 troop
     4 careless
     4 alien
     4 merchants
     4 beast-mind
     4 dancing
     4 breast
     4 beauty
     4 jungle
     4 race
     4 brackett
     4 asking
     4 bar
     4 interest
     4 hide
     4 drums
     4 monsters
     4 grace
     4 magicians
     4 indicated
     4 smiths
     4 control
     4 including
     4 trotted
     4 emigrate
     4 complete
     4 parting
     4 frowning
     4 graybeard
     4 chosen
     4 singing
     4 drive
     4 irritation
     4 nowhere
     4 purple
     4 art
     4 oil
     4 violent
     4 creature
     4 wares
     4 generations
     4 double
     4 passes
     4 drowned
     4 threatening
     4 tight
     4 mounts
     4 sweat
     4 overhead
     4 indeed
     4 students
     4 trampling
     4 swarming
     4 pretend
     4 named
     4 furiously
     4 faded
     4 fourth
     4 machines
     4 noon
     4 ravine
     4 stalls
     4 myself
     4 fangs
     4 shaggy
     4 villagers
     4 honor
     4 story
     4 unpleasant
     4 press
     4 womb
     4 visible
     4 repeated
     4 developed
     4 lose
     4 bands
     4 circled
     4 milky
     4 cursed
     4 enemy
     4 tells
     4 section
     4 blank
     4 listen
     4 bought
     4 persons
     4 shown
     4 doorways
     4 rations
     4 sufficient
     4 finish
     4 spend
     4 saying
     4 bearing
     4 real
     4 flames
     4 eventually
     4 valley
     4 hairy
     4 salvation
     4 bonds
     4 entire
     4 tools
     4 flay's
     4 dream
     4 lips
     4 affairs
     4 quick
     4 questions
     4 whirled
     4 cost
     4 technology
     4 gleamed
     4 breathing
     4 stumbled
     4 steep
     4 ten
     4 slender
     4 survived
     4 watchful
     4 absolutely
     4 means
     4 blind
     4 traced
     4 leapt
     4 flat
     4 fixed
     4 paper
     4 ragged
     4 shouting
     4 constant
     4 halfway
     4 needs
     4 missing
     4 frightening
     4 ordered
     4 consider
     4 cliffs
     4 parents
     4 confined
     4 ship
     4 mad
     4 hint
     4 prevent
     4 golden
     4 shot
     4 especially
     4 grain
     4 lightning
     4 spent
     4 play
     4 noise
     4 thinks
     4 smoky
     4 lights
     4 perpetual
     4 worked
     4 ended
     4 swam
     4 plumes
     4 yourselves
     4 poor
     4 hated
     4 brassy
     4 unless
     4 content
     4 canvas
     4 whined
     4 pressed
     4 shared
     4 pity
     4 javelins
     4 carrying
     4 subject
     4 risk
     4 cloaks
     4 thoughts
     4 please
     4 branching
     4 southrons
     4 snapped
     4 fertile
     4 talked
     4 terror
     4 wool
     4 talons
     4 panic
     4 rule
     4 cover
     4 firm
     4 moon
     4 cries
     4 losing
     4 weariness
     4 furred
     4 willing
     4 empty
     4 remote
     4 served
     4 pod-master
     4 useless
     4 lungs
     4 izvandian
     4 adventures
     4 inevitable
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     1 equipped
     1 pivots
     1 high-prowed
     1 rust
     1 foreleg
     1 hat
     1 misery
     1 insistent
     1 chaff
     1 soup
     1 closed-environment
     1 bogs
     1 fatter
     1 explained
     1 chimed
     1 sure-would
     1 insane
     1 embankment
     1 questioned
     1 sword-point
     1 tempter
     1 catacombs
     1 fists
     1 spaced
     1 alive-all
     1 spoutings
     1 garbage
     1 personalities
     1 patches
     1 tomb
     1 inattention
     1 disturb
     1 sustained
     1 hamilton
     1 scorn
     1 almighty
     1 murmurous
     1 advanced
     1 shoulder-blades
     1 fabrics
     1 rubbishy
     1 marking
     1 fishing
     1 prickled
     1 jerkins
     1 recant
     1 viciously
     1 strewing
     1 maze
     1 flapped
     1 trusting
     1 grizzled
     1 increasing
     1 fainter
     1 littering
     1 armorer
     1 roadside
     1 casually
     1 crookedly
     1 clubs
     1 meaningless
     1 lurid
     1 gowns
     1 discharged
     1 cargo
     1 tucked
     1 accent
     1 doorways-a
     1 received
     1 swallows
     1 17
     1 then-
     1 innate
     1 bellowing
     1 cramming
     1 cuffs
     1 frightened
     1 rainy
     1 vividly
     1 ranges
     1 glimmered
     1 fighters
     1 spreading
     1 repentance-an
     1 flying
     1 snatched
     1 bane
     1 departed
     1 shimmering
     1 10471
     1 property
     1 fended
     1 attitudes
     1 applied
     1 calmed
     1 robes
     1 scorched
     1 defeated
     1 looped
     1 impression
     1 lush
     1 strangely
     1 you-do
     1 towered
     1 glacier
     1 occupation
     1 legs-
     1 dedication
     1 prophecy-
     1 gratifications
     1 contented
     1 elfinly
     1 stationed
     1 patrols
     1 keen
     1 thieving
     1 discuss
     1 greyhounds
     1 survivals
     1 undoubtedly
     1 hellishly
     1 expending
     1 rings
     1 compensation
     1 enterprise
     1 valleys
     1 disdainful
     1 cuffed
     1 vivid
     1 oriented
     1 docile
     1 invisibility
     1 stoical
     1 rose-fire
     1 children-no
     1 tilled
     1 studying
     1 sigh
     1 noose
     1 starved
     1 upstairs
     1 doubling
     1 vagrant
     1 jabbing
     1 freight
     1 laggard
     1 hooking
     1 enemies
     1 slit
     1 aborigine
     1 withdrew
     1 locks
     1 repulsive
     1 witch-fires
     1 paintings
     1 involved
     1 blurred
     1 bogles
     1 significance
     1 gaudy
     1 reeking
     1 reward
     1 crackled
     1 courteously
     1 lengthen
     1 runs
     1 super-benevolence
     1 necks
     1 spilling
     1 trickling
     1 penance
     1 2008
     1 teams
     1 rawhide
     1 something-
     1 obliged
     1 sorrowful
     1 righteousness
     1 wildly
     1 crazy
     1 fill
     1 descent
     1 shipped
     1 skirts
     1 padded
     1 treachery
     1 governing
     1 gang
     1 tattered
     1 mere
     1 enormity
     1 borrowed
     1 amnir-out-of-context
     1 trolls
     1 peered
     1 unpleasantly
     1 divided
     1 killer
     1 vengefulness
     1 dismantling
     1 thunderous
     1 encourages
     1 quavering
     1 traveled
     1 respectable
     1 vendors
     1 practiced
     1 baggage
     1 examined
     1 gagged
     1 tuck-bellied
     1 attempts
     1 wilted
     1 mill
     1 copyright
     1 perch
     1 morality
     1 functional
     1 diamond
     1 hummocks
     1 terms
     1 trained
     1 hers
     1 23
     1 jewel-box
     1 markings
     1 communities
     1 creep
     1 fares
     1 pouch
     1 regard
     1 impulse
     1 murmur
     1 protectively
     1 inhabiting
     1 menace
     1 error
     1 salty
     1 clicked
     1 galaxies
     1 faults
     1 crimson
     1 inert
     1 prevail
     1 rubbish
     1 exploded
     1 resist
     1 there-
     1 kindly
     1 gray-masked
     1 proved
     1 cheating
     1 captains
     1 scale
     1 lumber
     1 mutated
     1 bared
     1 vantage
     1 exhaled
     1 paroxysm
     1 tapestries
     1 filth
     1 manlike
     1 uncomfortable
     1 eminence
     1 dimmer
     1 munched
     1 trim
     1 crouching
     1 vibrations
     1 folded
     1 ferocity
     1 largely
     1 seventh
     1 gaunt
     1 erosion
     1 attempting
     1 clamored
     1 statuary
     1 strung
     1 pad
     1 sustain
     1 lushly
     1 manhood
     1 imagining-
     1 undoubted
     1 evidence
     1 pungency
     1 crowds
     1 streaking
     1 defied
     1 lizard
     1 boast
     1 peers
     1 rejection
     1 mind-touch
     1 futilely
     1 shield-bearer
     1 giants
     1 clamp
     1 glimmer
     1 evaporated
     1 too-perfect
     1 genetically
     1 musty
     1 martyr
     1 cheer
     1 yard
     1 overgrown
     1 the-man-without-a-tribe
     1 color-very
     1 turbulent
     1 groin
     1 frontier
     1 do--was
     1 patch
     1 christened
     1 dealt
     1 convenience
     1 ashen
     1 gestures
     1 kitten
     1 handsome
     1 vacuum
     1 cracking
     1 jewelry
     1 baying
     1 fortress-tower
     1 indelibly
     1 sanity
     1 stoutly
     1 not-unappetizing
     1 scientific
     1 planks
     1 skirting
     1 disturbance
     1 nine
     1 too-long-held
     1 happier
     1 conditioned
     1 mountebanks
     1 baths
     1 manacled
     1 traitors
     1 flinching
     1 heyday
     1 loot
     1 darting
     1 eloquent
     1 hurdled
     1 brazier
     1 plastic-anything
     1 silt
     1 throbbing
     1 clarity
     1 obediently
     1 said-
     1 hoofbeats
     1 landbound
     1 filling
     1 pinched
     1 stimulate
     1 too-all
     1 ny
     1 mattered
     1 switched
     1 nameless
     1 clothing
     1 bodily
     1 seats
     1 temperature
     1 queen
     1 trappings
     1 straggle
     1 michael
     1 events
     1 0-3453-1827-7
     1 expressionless
     1 sung
     1 threatened
     1 rises
     1 anyone-until
     1 outburst
     1 urging
     1 armor
     1 stick
     1 spared
     1 responsibility
     1 allied
     1 skaith-born
     1 goldsmiths
     1 brain
     1 madwoman
     1 efficiency
     1 steaming
     1 trail-worn
     1 armbands
     1 silvery
     1 greasy
     1 apartment
     1 aloof
     1 lapping
     1 obstinate
     1 klatlekt
     1 tugged
     1 attire
     1 undergone
     1 consciousness
     1 4
     1 stubbornly
     1 robed
     1 beats
     1 temperate
     1 stumbling
     1 custom
     1 slack
     1 widened
     1 prince
     1 imagine
     1 agleam
     1 tunic-a
     1 churned
     1 activity
     1 villages
     1 masonry
     1 garrisoned
     1 blossom
     1 type
     1 chimney-stacks
     1 warped
     1 absorbing
     1 check
     1 snakes
     1 sunsets
     1 regardless
     1 indestructible
     1 sculptors
     1 breaths
     1 pinnacles
     1 tramp-the
     1 afternoon
     1 vastly
     1 pairs
     1 beard
     1 measuring
     1 alcoves
     1 hailed
     1 occur
     1 merciless
     1 destiny
     1 ice-locked
     1 12
     1 slides
     1 destination
     1 lightnings
     1 slaughtering
     1 life's
     1 nests
     1 onerous
     1 bone-breaking
     1 bobbing
     1 recreate
     1 visions
     1 forefoot
     1 quarry
     1 told-
     1 dancer
     1 reaches
     1 causeway
     1 lucky
     1 thighs
     1 bewailing
     1 clairvoyant
     1 treeless
     1 ornaments
     1 chunks
     1 dealer
     1 hound's
     1 roof-dwellers
     1 passion
     1 person
     1 towns
     1 absently
     1 relying
     1 unnamable
     1 kissed
     1 admiring
     1 purposefulness
     1 journeyed
     1 grief
     1 shout
     1 lawbreakers
     1 emotion
     1 reflecting
     1 impossibly
     1 pointing
     1 spoiled
     1 detail
     1 earth
     1 jarring
     1 fatty
     1 clubbed
     1 bellies
     1 process
     1 collecting
     1 belief
     1 playful
     1 masquerading
     1 wains
     1 birdsong
     1 breadth
     1 hazardous
     1 ever-ready
     1 code
     1 period
     1 although
     1 undiscovered
     1 tears
     1 broomstick
     1 spectacular
     1 players
     1 motley
     1 teachers
     1 humbly
     1 catacomb
     1 long-armed
     1 patted
     1 rimed
     1 selfishness
     1 whereabouts
     1 sticking
     1 burnished
     1 essentials
     1 potent
     1 created
     1 ablaze
     1 february
     1 unnaturally
     1 happens
     1 kick
     1 mostly
     1 turrets
     1 agree
     1 transport
     1 tens
     1 heartbeats
     1 nakedness
     1 enjoying
     1 whoever
     1 impaled
     1 thrashings
     1 schools
     1 shaped
     1 pointless
     1 action-packed
     1 star-clusters-the
     1 equally
     1 streams
     1 not-uncomfortable
     1 recently
     1 cecelia
     1 comprehend
     1 squeaking
     1 non-thyran
     1 waving
     1 gullies
     1 sagging
     1 slightest
     1 boulders
     1 distributed
     1 judging
     1 appendix
     1 steel
     1 unnecessary
     1 sketched-in
     1 extended
     1 beg
     1 prickling
     1 crops
     1 forms
     1 comings
     1 cross-breed
     1 ominously
     1 who's
     1 encounter
     1 one-without
     1 because-
     1 deities
     1 biggest
     1 plentiful
     1 wayfarers
     1 ferocious
     1 masterless
     1 rebuilding
     1 rufous
     1 scouts
     1 widdershins
     1 embrace
     1 arrival
     1 astounded
     1 arrow-tips
     1 organizing
     1 grass
     1 pebbles
     1 sour
     1 blockhouses
     1 rudely
     1 stonemasons
     1 joint
     1 satisfied
     1 novelty
     1 aura
     1 distaste
     1 heaps
     1 winding
     1 mercy
     1 grumbling
     1 sententious
     1 relics
     1 healed
     1 drained
     1 anterooms
     1 excellent
     1 meekly
     1 roots
     1 landmass
     1 crumbling
     1 gulfs
     1 refuge
     1 wrath
     1 straighter
     1 tested
     1 rewarding
     1 sodden
     1 month
     1 overhanging
     1 guardianship
     1 ambitious
     1 afoot
     1 litany
     1 tang
     1 unhealthy
     1 tightened
     1 addition
     1 assortment
     1 calling
     1 grimly
     1 resisting
     1 inhibited
     1 soil
     1 similarly
     1 soften
     1 fortifications
     1 strictly
     1 wolf-face
     1 supervisor
     1 pegs
     1 acquainted
     1 climate
     1 rabbits
     1 warmed
     1 squalling
     1 seen-beautiful
     1 racking
     1 clockwise
     1 encompassing
     1 attract
     1 sailed
     1 riverdale
     1 lolling
     1 disappeared-if
     1 lively
     1 prove
     1 rhythm
     1 star-port
     1 cooperate
     1 embarrassed
     1 brandished
     1 oracle
     1 battered
     1 jungled
     1 rope
     1 powders
     1 fiery
     1 east
     1 prudence
     1 tlavian
     1 roar
     1 cages
     1 games
     1 costly
     1 struggles
     1 adjusts
     1 do--what
     1 planetfalls
     1 balls
     1 democratic
     1 spitefully
     1 active
     1 impact
     1 quickened
     1 conglomerate
     1 precedent
     1 everybody
     1 edifying
     1 acridity
     1 reining
     1 pearls
     1 layer
     1 signs
     1 demise
     1 ice-sheathed
     1 removed
     1 wickedness
     1 confederation
     1 rusty-brown
     1 hoarded
     1 gulped
     1 boundary
     1 far-northern
     1 citadel-clouds
     1 memory
     1 separated
     1 damage
     1 smashing
     1 rested
     1 waken
     1 clenched
     1 spine
     1 determine
     1 cheerfully
     1 troll-like
     1 pipers
     1 precarious
     1 fit
     1 robbers
     1 awake
     1 smartly
     1 pitched
     1 lifelike
     1 murmuring
     1 stops
     1 watchtower
     1 displaced
     1 driver
     1 chose
     1 caution
     1 sliding
     1 plate
     1 sip
     1 sing
     1 intricacies
     1 forbidding
     1 keepers
     1 infirm
     1 unhappy
     1 treat
     1 recruit
     1 light-footed
     1 chart-makers
     1 imaginable
     1 replacements
     1 encourage
     1 scheme
     1 haltingly
     1 thrashed
     1 lilting
     1 tagged
     1 myths
     1 sententiously
     1 gu
     1 sorcerer-priests
     1 winged-disc
     1 generous
     1 iron-bound
     1 hastily
     1 docks
     1 lock
     1 tipped
     1 emerged
     1 exceedingly
     1 serfdom
     1 6
     1 army
     1 atril
     1 ever-shifting
     1 sharp-edged
     1 skipping
     1 jawbone
     1 complaint
     1 purchases
     1 arbitrary
     1 shakes
     1 deny
     1 stilled
     1 rear-guard
     1 comet
     1 loosed
     1 progress
     1 lovers
     1 racks
     1 mixed
     1 clanging
     1 sagged
     1 motives
     1 stiletto
     1 founders
     1 stabling
     1 leverage
     1 discover
     1 afterglow
     1 rip
     1 progressively
     1 magnificence
     1 prowled
     1 menacing
     1 ripping
     1 collapses
     1 proves
     1 spewed
     1 sublime
     1 thudding
     1 overcame
     1 allegiance
     1 accompanied
     1 sourly
     1 bird
     1 one's
     1 years'
     1 taverns
     1 valuable
     1 lick
     1 estimated
     1 jug
     1 winged
     1 clumping
     1 robert
     1 speech
     1 races
     1 bayed
     1 transparent
     1 tabards
     1 eroded
     1 tropics
     1 fluttered
     1 unruly
     1 tonight
     1 irregular
     1 huddled
     1 peripherally
     1 accommodations
     1 heel
     1 knocked
     1 gray-green
     1 motioning
     1 remarkably
     1 average
     1 combed
     1 network
     1 warily
     1 joints
     1 vent-holes
     1 status
     1 warren
     1 unexpected
     1 robbing
     1 charging
     1 ordering
     1 smashed
     1 vapor
     1 groaned
     1 talkers
     1 wraithlike
     1 screamings
     1 stuffed
     1 entrenched
     1 dreadful
     1 darkening
     1 serviceable
     1 demand
     1 imbedded
     1 till
     1 recovered
     1 retired
     1 dominated
     1 folds
     1 owed
     1 pavement
     1 artificial
     1 pitch
     1 intricately
     1 improbable
     1 pricked
     1 suit
     1 interference
     1 dullness
     1 disbelief
     1 proportioned
     1 civil
     1 sweet-sour
     1 collected
     1 quake
     1 elongated
     1 suited
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     1 probed
     1 reflect
     1 trickle
     1 occupancy
     1 bureaucrats
     1 treading
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     1 soared
     1 nails
     1 splendor
     1 push
     1 changes
     1 renewing
     1 this-
     1 bags
     1 half-circle
     1 glory
     1 disguise
     1 touch-a
     1 allow
     1 shall-openly
     1 sensuous
     1 clattered
     1 mustn't
     1 suppressed
     1 tunneled
     1 grows
     1 ledge
     1 slingers
     1 wickedly
     1 slowing
     1 eternity
     1 raindrop
     1 clanged
     1 numbered
     1 expressed
     1 stockaded
     1 pale-haired
     1 grottoes
     1 aged
     1 amazement
     1 nostrils
     1 rack
     1 seeming
     1 hating
     1 appalled
     1 dwindled
     1 cheerful
     1 convenient
     1 sternly
     1 reply
     1 marchers
     1 fumbling
     1 flaming
     1 deep-gouged
     1 stripped
     1 arrested
     1 savoring
     1 intermittent
     1 piles
     1 mixture
     1 rejoined
     1 collar
     1 continuing
     1 dramatic
     1 transferred
     1 danger-filled
     1 slapping
     1 centered
     1 circulation
     1 waist-high
     1 thirty-six
     1 beer
     1 controlled
     1 saddened
     1 sinned
     1 thwarted
     1 rustling
     1 thigh-bone
     1 pattern
     1 vestiges
     1 performing
     1 magazines
     1 energetic
     1 computers
     1 inlay
     1 imagination
     1 reed
     1 style
     1 stout
     1 signal
     1 tighten
     1 pin
     1 condone
     1 spurn
     1 coarse-furred
     1 mildly
     1 darkly
     1 compact
     1 ethics
     1 westering
     1 lithely
     1 night-flowering
     1 normally
     1 viciousness
     1 creak
     1 wooden
     1 meditation
     1 chewing
     1 inability
     1 literature
     1 bitten
     1 winch
     1 light-armed
     1 chanted
     1 froth
     1 unable
     1 exceeded
     1 amphibian
     1 suffered
     1 sacrilege
     1 crash
     1 black-clad
     1 exclusive
     1 painful
     1 parted
     1 deadliness
     1 loam
     1 stony
     1 drooped
     1 skills
     1 pastures
     1 mutants
     1 tribal
     1 childishly
     1 grubbed
     1 statue
     1 dunnage
     1 altogether
     1 cargoes
     1 bounding
     1 bull
     1 puppy
     1 trod
     1 articulated
     1 discouragingly
     1 holiday
     1 corner
     1 vegetation
     1 complicated
     1 federation
     1 human-the
     1 grooves
     1 absorbed
     1 antechamber
     1 rude
     1 muddy
     1 sixteen
     1 surprising
     1 leash
     1 glittered
     1 scores
     1 glitter
     1 originally
     1 vandalism
     1 pondered
     1 quiver
     1 welcoming
     1 nightmare
     1 rose-pink
     1 leers
     1 housed
     1 capsized
     1 acquiescing
     1 pleasurable
     1 death-stroke
     1 bets
     1 jingling
     1 sensitized
     1 drying
     1 looting
     1 dissatisfied
     1 solicitation
     1 marches
     1 rushed
     1 exchanging
     1 winced
     1 posted
     1 perimeter
     1 pacing
     1 defile
     1 unmistakable
     1 ashton-had
     1 crisp
     1 realize
     1 sizes
     1 roses
     1 insist
     1 expecting
     1 lurked
     1 step
     1 outr
     1 infinity
     1 belted
     1 climactic
     1 haring
     1 unharmed
     1 cheerfulness
     1 musical
     1 barbarous
     1 ecstatically
     1 untidily
     1 neglected
     1 skies-that
     1 gained
     1 flow
     1 frolicking
     1 in-
     1 women-
     1 currents
     1 fringe
     1 swordsmen
     1 penned
     1 struggling
     1 diverse
     1 spaceflight
     1 interiors
     1 accomplish
     1 lumps
     1 bigger
     1 lance-tip
     1 former
     1 extort
     1 gripped
     1 lightless
     1 chaffee
     1 sunk
     1 sharper
     1 appearing
     1 journey-cake
     1 cocking
     1 outgoing
     1 asks
     1 chilling
     1 ha-ha-ing
     1 torn
     1 temptation
     1 uncompromising
     1 yearned
     1 regulations
     1 shredding
     1 occasions
     1 coughings
     1 pigs
     1 surrounding
     1 seabound
     1 strategy
     1 commanding
     1 dimming
     1 lingering
     1 prospect
     1 sandals
     1 yabble
     1 headed
     1 indolent
     1 isolation
     1 wherever
     1 change-over
     1 irritably
     1 solidly
     1 version
     1 stalked
     1 noiselessly
     1 restore
     1 commitment
     1 shops
     1 shelter-houses
     1 troughs
     1 24
     1 general
     1 wagon-tilt
     1 astonishment
     1 thinner
     1 phrase
     1 gladly
     1 intrusion
     1 earless
     1 compete
     1 falls
     1 stiffened
     1 hedged
     1 appointed
     1 babies
     1 topped
     1 spending
     1 conducive
     1 acting
     1 liar
     1 stonework
     1 homes
     1 javelin-throwers
     1 flogged
     1 altair
     1 genuine
     1 agile
     1 remembrance
     1 feinted
     1 millions
     1 narrows
     1 commenced
     1 unnameable
     1 untouchability
     1 hm
     1 snore
     1 courtesy
     1 statues
     1 dimmed
     1 foliage
     1 shutters
     1 origins
     1 perpetually
     1 flecked
     1 barracks
     1 apiece-and
     1 stacks
     1 spots
     1 bewilderment
     1 intending
     1 sin
     1 burn
     1 starting
     1 off-guard
     1 two-
     1 wagon-loads
     1 binding
     1 instincts
     1 hopped
     1 contentedly
     1 foundation
     1 principles
     1 unfederated
     1 touching
     1 quarter
     1 snow-dragons
     1 tumult
     1 tormented
     1 services
     1 mopping
     1 ghosts
     1 courses
     1 community
     1 frowned
     1 success
     1 reddening
     1 king-dog's
     1 salutary
     1 picture
     1 companion-in-arms
     1 they-
     1 he-because
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 4694 the
    2157 and
    1842 of
    1303 to
    1088 a
     833 he
     770 in
     714 was
     646 they
     611 that
     609 stark
     576 with
     563 had
     551 his
     512 it
     456 you
     428 said
     420 were
     408 not
     368 at
     367 for
     347 them
     346 their
     345 i
     336 on
     313 from
     306 there
     300 him
     295 as
     256 be
     229 but
     226 all
     224 have
     220 no
     204 we
     203 is
     198 out
     196 will
     193 hounds
     187 by
     181 one
     170 men
     167 man
     165 would
     159 wandsmen
     157 are
     155 so
     146 or
     144 could
     143 up
     142 this
     139 been
     136 her
     134 if
     133 came
     132 who
     131 where
     130 what
     127 when
     120 more
     119 like
     110 an
     110 do
     110 now
     109 ashton
     109 then
     109 dark
     108 come
     107 eyes
     106 into
     106 old
     105 your
     104 did
     103 back
     101 only
     101 down
     101 way
     97 go
     96 away
     95 some
     95 gerd
     94 us
     94 went
     93 see
     91 yurunna
     88 still
     88 than
     87 irnan
     87 people
     87 made
     86 too
     84 time
     84 she
     82 know
     81 long
     81 other
     80 ochar
     76 about
     76 saw
     76 again
     75 over
     74 even
     74 has
     73 my
     72 protector
     72 gelmar
     71 city
     71 wind
     71 kill
     69 lords
     69 here
     69 must
     69 head
     69 before
     68 citadel
     68 through
     68 me
     68 which
     67 fallarin
     67 its
     67 against
     67 two
     66 great
     64 skaith
     63 gerrith
     62 things
     61 left
     61 place
     60 any
     60 own
     60 n'chaka
     60 ildann
     60 stark's
     59 our
     58 well
     58 three
     58 sun
     57 face
     57 wall
     56 stood
     56 might
     55 among
     55 many
     55 road
     55 first
     54 knew
     54 looked
     54 small
     54 ged
     53 darod
     53 halk
     52 how
     52 beyond
     51 white
     51 pedrallon
     51 until
     51 himself
     51 voice
     50 can
     50 north
     50 let
     50 thought
     50 along
     50 runners
     50 world
     50 jofr
     49 tuchvar
     49 alderyk
     49 never
     49 much
     49 told
     49 between
     48 sand
     48 little
     48 tarf
     47 spoke
     47 far
     46 those
     46 moved
     46 began
     46 across
     46 take
     46 high
     45 farers
     45 brought
     45 after
     44 under
     44 these
     44 fear
     44 tregad
     43 behind
     43 walls
     43 turned
     43 air
     42 another
     41 set
     41 skeg
     41 beasts
     41 south
     41 think
     41 very
     40 good
     40 make
     40 because
     40 why
     40 open
     40 took
     39 wandsman
     39 nothing
     39 light
     38 death
     38 woman
     38 rode
     38 power
     38 cold
     38 boy
     38 desert
     38 above
     38 each
     38 northhounds
     38 others
     38 yur
     37 sky
     37 strong
     37 though
     36 toward
     36 hearths
     36 held
     36 night
     36 pack
     36 am
     36 hand
     35 seemed
     35 beside
     35 tribesmen
     35 side
     35 cloaks
     35 lesser
     35 yet
     34 forward
     34 heard
     34 chief
     34 off
     34 enough
     33 without
     33 seen
     33 stone
     33 tell
     32 taken
     32 don't
     32 life
     32 became
     32 children
     32 hooded
     32 red
     32 women
     31 fire
     31 ahead
     31 being
     31 black
     31 beast
     31 upon
     31 around
     30 romek
     30 winds
     30 every
     30 dead
     30 water
     30 done
     30 sent
     30 faces
     30 sword
     29 gone
     29 right
     29 followed
     29 blood
     29 ground
     28 ekmal
     28 gate
     28 hands
     28 true
     28 house
     28 wings
     27 wait
     27 hear
     27 rose
     27 something
     27 tall
     27 almost
     27 word
     27 ships
     27 gerd's
     27 going
     27 themselves
     27 strange
     27 war
     27 wish
     26 move
     26 mind
     26 may
     26 animals
     26 perhaps
     26 find
     26 called
     26 die
     26 houndmaster
     26 sanghalain
     26 most
     26 line
     26 felt
     25 square
     25 mob
     25 give
     25 fight
     25 below
     25 asked
     25 yes
     25 better
     25 smiled
     25 waited
     25 day
     25 prophecy
     25 dust
     25 name
     24 plain
     24 gave
     24 morn
     24 sound
     24 help
     24 feet
     24 half
     24 stars
     24 while
     24 killed
     24 thing
     24 green
     24 get
     24 kept
     24 such
     24 deep
     24 mother
     23 hair
     23 passed
     23 human
     23 hann
     23 grith
     23 cried
     23 cannot
     23 folk
     23 alone
     23 wise
     23 look
     23 ferdias
     23 live
     22 ran
     22 arms
     22 they're
     22 except
     22 purple
     22 put
     22 keep
     22 hope
     22 bodies
     22 new
     22 last
     22 coming
     22 run
     22 trees
     21 fields
     21 crowd
     21 struck
     21 lead
     21 leave
     21 streets
     21 pax
     21 young
     21 caught
     21 weapons
     21 ever
     21 once
     21 brown
     20 yellow
     20 sight
     20 land
     20 hold
     20 lost
     20 dropped
     20 battle
     20 shook
     20 found
     20 party
     19 already
     19 wide
     19 mountains
     19 seven
     19 leather
     19 stay
     19 should
     19 close
     19 i'll
     19 sat
     19 same
     19 bring
     19 say
     19 hard
     19 fighting
     19 watch
     19 love
     19 full
     19 color
     18 both
     18 four
     18 follow
     18 strength
     18 sure
     18 ones
     18 also
     18 lay
     18 shouted
     18 together
     18 it's
     18 servants
     18 worlds
     18 food
     18 body
     18 didn't
     18 touch
     18 led
     18 want
     18 orange
     18 just
     18 i've
     18 angry
     18 places
     18 force
     18 rest
     18 clear
     18 quiet
     17 leading
     17 understand
     17 hall
     17 penkawr-che
     17 distance
     17 fall
     17 litter
     17 reached
     17 matter
     17 iron
     17 gaze
     17 become
     17 ready
     16 we'll
     16 send
     16 voices
     16 less
     16 cloak
     16 waiting
     16 speak
     16 hound
     16 turn
     16 kell
     16 got
     16 blade
     16 moment
     16 lifted
     16 stared
     16 remembered
     16 always
     16 room
     15 knife
     15 buildings
     15 village
     15 carried
     15 cry
     15 nodded
     15 ladies
     15 center
     15 happened
     15 rock
     15 space
     15 within
     15 beneath
     15 fell
     15 narrow
     15 onto
     15 hundred
     15 edge
     15 afraid
     15 words
     15 use
     15 yetko
     15 several
     15 second
     15 army
     15 skin
     15 able
     15 longer
     15 mounted
     15 ask
     15 heavy
     15 tried
     15 looking
     14 leader
     14 eric
     14 wine
     14 cliff
     14 towers
     14 end
     14 living
     14 fed
     14 you're
     14 neither
     14 armed
     14 died
     14 wanted
     14 broken
     14 wondered
     14 hate
     14 chosen
     14 call
     14 simon
     14 heart
     14 six
     14 attack
     14 watched
     14 shoulder
     14 farther
     14 huge
     14 pilgrims
     14 sea
     14 possible
     14 group
     14 next
     14 company
     14 swiftwing
     14 marg
     14 dying
     14 suddenly
     14 klatlekt
     14 villages
     14 outside
     14 yarrod
     14 wandsmen's
     14 blue
     14 whose
     14 minds
     14 hidden
     14 appeared
     14 shall
     14 anything
     13 irnanese
     13 i'm
     13 foot
     13 lord
     13 kind
     13 part
     13 surely
     13 cut
     13 journey
     13 ildann's
     13 wayhouse
     13 certain
     13 heads
     13 bones
     13 burned
     13 starships
     13 drawn
     13 pulled
     13 used
     13 laughed
     13 either
     13 shut
     13 father
     13 mountain
     13 escape
     13 course
     13 ship
     13 fallen
     13 harm
     13 stand
     13 ways
     13 bright
     13 freedom
     13 covered
     13 nor
     13 quickly
     13 sort
     13 five
     12 running
     12 destroyed
     12 union
     12 order
     12 whole
     12 platform
     12 leaving
     12 hung
     12 choice
     12 straight
     12 number
     12 throat
     12 sunlight
     12 top
     12 beginning
     12 arm
     12 gathered
     12 stopped
     12 roofs
     12 pale
     12 believe
     12 gold
     12 fought
     12 holding
     12 smell
     12 hungry
     12 deadly
     12 wave
     12 camp
     12 pointed
     12 thin
     12 cruel
     12 guard
     12 known
     12 unless
     12 fires
     12 we're
     12 dim
     12 spread
     12 taking
     12 since
     12 harsenyi
     12 years
     11 gray
     11 breath
     11 shelter
     11 jaws
     11 beautiful
     11 least
     11 sharp
     11 iubar
     11 lamps
     11 having
     11 coach
     11 thrust
     11 sudden
     11 talk
     11 aside
     11 large
     11 stones
     11 thinking
     11 mercenaries
     11 thousand
     11 mount
     11 given
     11 kazimni
     11 spite
     11 blew
     11 broad
     11 moving
     11 delvor
     11 low
     11 try
     11 enemy
     11 walked
     11 bitter
     11 wild
     11 dunes
     11 gelmar's
     11 silent
     11 begun
     11 storm
     11 gates
     11 flying
     11 else
     11 soft
     11 slowly
     11 nine
     11 few
     11 lady
     11 climbed
     11 rank
     11 case
     11 thick
     11 llandric
     11 grim
     11 free
     11 flay
     11 path
     11 tiny
     11 short
     11 fur
     10 nearest
     10 sabak
     10 transceiver
     10 arrows
     10 different
     10 join
     10 troop
     10 flesh
     10 keeping
     10 halk's
     10 swords
     10 mercenary
     10 control
     10 whatever
     10 mouth
     10 ago
     10 mass
     10 lived
     10 forever
     10 silence
     10 quite
     10 secret
     10 single
     10 bent
     10 hearth
     10 steps
     10 thyra
     10 bands
     10 pass
     10 doing
     10 rather
     10 riding
     10 screaming
     10 ranks
     10 flat
     10 growled
     10 cliffs
     10 none
     10 standing
     10 fingers
     10 somewhere
     10 refuge
     10 hood
     10 thoughts
     10 opened
     10 peoples
     10 work
     10 feeling
     10 weight
     10 finished
     10 feed
     10 lives
     10 truth
     10 empty
     10 stepped
     10 wore
     10 scattered
     10 door
     10 remained
     9 met
     9 hot
     9 harsh
     9 sheer
     9 smoke
     9 sacred
     9 sounds
     9 fact
     9 sometimes
     9 darklands
     9 break
     9 lower
     9 powerful
     9 creatures
     9 stranger
     9 stronger
     9 round
     9 son
     9 forces
     9 distant
     9 shrugged
     9 skaith-daughter
     9 killing
     9 qard
     9 torches
     9 aware
     9 hollow
     9 decision
     9 year
     9 mounts
     9 numbers
     9 boy's
     9 broke
     9 shining
     9 alive
     9 jerann
     9 point
     9 peace
     9 times
     9 twenty
     9 happy
     9 apprentice
     9 excitement
     9 lips
     9 man's
     9 dusty
     9 soon
     9 supplies
     9 groups
     9 shapes
     9 there's
     9 making
     9 shoulders
     9 forced
     9 starport
     9 pleasure
     9 managed
     9 golden
     9 rise
     9 field
     9 greater
     9 closed
     9 showed
     9 days
     9 star
     9 naked
     9 dagger
     9 quarters
     9 does
     9 swiftly
     9 whined
     9 morning
     9 hoppers
     9 demon
     9 winged
     9 dry
     9 warm
     9 rich
     9 hopper
     9 otherwise
     9 centuries
     9 torn
     9 humans
     8 siege
     8 first-come
     8 gather
     8 knowledge
     8 wonder
     8 flew
     8 third
     8 thunder
     8 fast
     8 tunic
     8 continued
     8 child
     8 big
     8 weapon
     8 leaned
     8 abandoned
     8 question
     8 pay
     8 beating
     8 hills
     8 runner
     8 blowing
     8 hide
     8 fled
     8 itself
     8 easily
     8 weak
     8 wandering
     8 tales
     8 belt
     8 considered
     8 strangers
     8 raised
     8 kref
     8 offer
     8 kheb
     8 drew
     8 myself
     8 smaller
     8 solid
     8 dune
     8 seeing
     8 return
     8 vast
     8 cities
     8 sleep
     8 galactic
     8 talking
     8 proud
     8 reach
     8 flung
     8 screamed
     8 sweet
     8 roof
     8 slender
     8 survived
     8 spreading
     8 revolt
     8 inside
     8 sighed
     8 bronze
     8 colors
     8 halted
     8 news
     8 best
     8 teeth
     8 reason
     8 ashton's
     8 safe
     8 planet
     8 marked
     8 rage
     8 need
     8 tears
     8 bore
     8 hours
     8 darkness
     8 paused
     8 listening
     8 carrying
     8 bowl
     8 bred
     8 east
     8 fertile
     8 tough
     8 bringing
     8 weariness
     8 upper
     8 knees
     8 change
     8 instead
     8 staring
     8 standard
     7 fresh
     7 danger
     7 barrens
     7 deal
     7 listened
     7 watching
     7 pilgrim
     7 picked
     7 strike
     7 sake
     7 skaith-mother
     7 circle
     7 hit
     7 tribe
     7 northern
     7 guide
     7 warmth
     7 remember
     7 population
     7 heels
     7 fierce
     7 evil
     7 forth
     7 you'll
     7 pedrallon's
     7 apart
     7 minutes
     7 alien
     7 setting
     7 authority
     7 eye
     7 holy
     7 seek
     7 slain
     7 everything
     7 speaking
     7 wood
     7 comes
     7 vasth
     7 upward
     7 pushed
     7 care
     7 creature
     7 seems
     7 leaves
     7 clain
     7 whether
     7 hearth-keepers
     7 fenn
     7 direction
     7 companions
     7 suppose
     7 bow
     7 swung
     7 bleak
     7 friend
     7 spring
     7 idea
     7 base
     7 riders
     7 dozen
     7 skaith's
     7 street
     7 lines
     7 romek's
     7 won't
     7 farer
     7 offered
     7 garments
     7 abruptly
     7 marag
     7 worn
     7 wrong
     7 later
     7 neck
     7 someone
     7 telling
     7 werewinds
     7 anyone
     7 stop
     7 quietly
     7 winter
     7 shifted
     7 means
     7 decided
     7 choose
     7 robes
     7 glanced
     7 carved
     7 smooth
     7 filled
     7 loot
     7 spent
     7 returned
     7 search
     7 trying
     7 forget
     7 birds
     7 worked
     7 fine
     7 witchfires
     7 knowing
     7 rising
     7 veil
     7 battered
     7 understood
     7 feel
     7 smile
     7 doubt
     7 bird
     7 ruins
     7 ferdic
     7 orders
     7 controlled
     7 stream
     7 joy
     7 served
     7 step
     7 sang
     7 sides
     6 lies
     6 show
     6 that's
     6 they'll
     6 twisted
     6 chiefs
     6 whirling
     6 tribes
     6 he's
     6 temple
     6 refused
     6 months
     6 law
     6 past
     6 elders
     6 wounded
     6 grown
     6 hoping
     6 meet
     6 boiling
     6 slept
     6 certainly
     6 uneasily
     6 muttered
     6 hurt
     6 sharply
     6 decide
     6 form
     6 windows
     6 crying
     6 unhuman
     6 shape
     6 hunger
     6 dancing
     6 pace
     6 answered
     6 houses
     6 snarling
     6 grip
     6 stirred
     6 escort
     6 terrible
     6 formed
     6 seat
     6 answer
     6 oil
     6 movement
     6 built
     6 passes
     6 future
     6 tight
     6 sweat
     6 markers
     6 tired
     6 branches
     6 clearly
     6 cared
     6 somewhat
     6 wear
     6 baya
     6 survival
     6 spear
     6 orchards
     6 lose
     6 tossing
     6 drove
     6 wept
     6 windfavor
     6 carry
     6 listen
     6 obey
     6 really
     6 thorn
     6 flames
     6 worldheart
     6 area
     6 izvandians
     6 simple
     6 fat
     6 stiff
     6 poured
     6 preferred
     6 motion
     6 strongest
     6 entirely
     6 changed
     6 cleft
     6 blind
     6 patches
     6 master
     6 cleared
     6 probably
     6 grew
     6 middle
     6 eat
     6 shouting
     6 busy
     6 likely
     6 enemies
     6 springfire
     6 besides
     6 haven't
     6 laid
     6 hurry
     6 anger
     6 grain
     6 belly
     6 softly
     6 bit
     6 front
     6 difficult
     6 lighted
     6 support
     6 crops
     6 slope
     6 troops
     6 according
     6 blow
     6 scatter
     6 primitive
     6 added
     6 home
     6 rested
     6 keepers
     6 talked
     6 terror
     6 off-worlder
     6 trampled
     6 hardly
     6 happen
     6 midst
     6 worship
     6 born
     6 stripped
     6 spare
     6 stony
     6 rushed
     6 ginger
     6 marched
     6 wherever
     6 gently
     6 seem
     6 massive
     5 crest
     5 striking
     5 rocks
     5 roared
     5 leaders
     5 partly
     5 driven
     5 tree
     5 closely
     5 late
     5 doorway
     5 meat
     5 graceful
     5 faster
     5 sun's
     5 pride
     5 interested
     5 shadows
     5 strongly
     5 pretty
     5 burst
     5 yelping
     5 pleasant
     5 madness
     5 prey
     5 island
     5 patterns
     5 rang
     5 oasis
     5 stayed
     5 twelve
     5 burning
     5 passing
     5 handed
     5 city-states
     5 scraps
     5 sounded
     5 manner
     5 worse
     5 mordach
     5 lie
     5 king
     5 swift
     5 complex
     5 learned
     5 storerooms
     5 note
     5 race
     5 promised
     5 harvest
     5 stare
     5 knee
     5 business
     5 important
     5 clans
     5 singing
     5 cultivation
     5 wished
     5 clean
     5 drive
     5 concerned
     5 bitch
     5 wound
     5 thuran
     5 council
     5 loyalty
     5 sprang
     5 promise
     5 rooms
     5 ransom
     5 indeed
     5 stillness
     5 beaten
     5 bear
     5 handlers
     5 slid
     5 restless
     5 furiously
     5 faded
     5 honor
     5 slaughter
     5 story
     5 accept
     5 sign
     5 briefly
     5 surrounded
     5 amid
     5 can't
     5 flowing
     5 chance
     5 messengers
     5 ridge
     5 worshipped
     5 noises
     5 fiercely
     5 giving
     5 trouble
     5 danced
     5 robe
     5 sandstorm
     5 feeding
     5 breeding
     5 country
     5 overcome
     5 rushing
     5 speed
     5 uneasy
     5 edges
     5 threat
     5 prisoner
     5 sharing
     5 near
     5 multitude
     5 affairs
     5 kicked
     5 roads
     5 homeless
     5 walled
     5 gleamed
     5 herself
     5 punished
     5 pillars
     5 ram
     5 bell
     5 fixed
     5 hanging
     5 needs
     5 begin
     5 settled
     5 salt
     5 pits
     5 shone
     5 chief's
     5 boys
     5 faith
     5 encampments
     5 hid
     5 captains
     5 aboard
     5 gaunt
     5 prevent
     5 easy
     5 outstretched
     5 saddle
     5 catch
     5 handsome
     5 lot
     5 brain
     5 snow
     5 custom
     5 widened
     5 presence
     5 ended
     5 engines
     5 gardens
     5 forbidden
     5 forms
     5 height
     5 howled
     5 opening
     5 system
     5 risk
     5 animal
     5 cauldrons
     5 touched
     5 roar
     5 sense
     5 snapped
     5 stable
     5 legs
     5 miles
     5 rule
     5 cover
     5 cries
     5 vision
     5 cloth
     5 summons
     5 glad
     5 suffered
     5 apparently
     5 echoed
     5 level
     5 slightly
     5 remote
     5 drank
     5 skaith-our-mother
     5 purpose
     5 floor
     5 draw
     5 driving
     5 temples
     5 traders
     5 helped
     5 northhound
     5 tongues
     5 rear
     5 destroy
     5 truce
     5 structure
     4 hangings
     4 survivors
     4 sheathed
     4 haste
     4 crown
     4 gutted
     4 planetary
     4 lack
     4 varik
     4 triumph
     4 trading
     4 stiffly
     4 horns
     4 dared
     4 higher
     4 scarlet
     4 landscape
     4 ours
     4 reared
     4 apprentices
     4 thrown
     4 spilled
     4 twilight
     4 escaped
     4 welnic
     4 fulfillment
     4 trail
     4 wrappings
     4 splendid
     4 pilot
     4 guiding
     4 endless
     4 growling
     4 sorry
     4 indistinguishable
     4 circling
     4 victims
     4 comfort
     4 fathers
     4 vulnerable
     4 special
     4 hoped
     4 prisoners
     4 forming
     4 dappled
     4 ugly
     4 knows
     4 captive
     4 whipped
     4 fulfilled
     4 plenty
     4 attitude
     4 worry
     4 somehow
     4 carefully
     4 woods
     4 bury
     4 resources
     4 barely
     4 rugs
     4 older
     4 demons
     4 ridges
     4 loved
     4 craft
     4 meant
     4 vanished
     4 izvand
     4 ranged
     4 glowing
     4 dangerous
     4 comfortable
     4 waves
     4 twice
     4 largest
     4 careless
     4 coarse
     4 box
     4 charge
     4 march
     4 chin
     4 range
     4 backs
     4 startled
     4 serve
     4 flapping
     4 baleful
     4 figures
     4 build
     4 shadowed
     4 garment
     4 grace
     4 threw
     4 mine
     4 trotted
     4 claws
     4 trident
     4 tear
     4 raid
     4 undying
     4 nowhere
     4 blue-eyed
     4 survive
     4 silver
     4 lean
     4 thronged
     4 dismounted
     4 getting
     4 faltered
     4 trembling
     4 generations
     4 fitted
     4 forgot
     4 muscles
     4 nights
     4 captured
     4 nonetheless
     4 galaxy
     4 fleeting
     4 overhead
     4 thee
     4 difficulty
     4 waste
     4 you've
     4 separate
     4 mood
     4 problems
     4 motioned
     4 fourth
     4 whirlwinds
     4 trip
     4 dreams
     4 hurrying
     4 fangs
     4 perfectly
     4 they've
     4 villagers
     4 glancing
     4 desolation
     4 tribute
     4 arkeshti
     4 considerable
     4 raggedly
     4 gloom
     4 masters
     4 grove
     4 forehead
     4 trap
     4 pipes
     4 game
     4 glow
     4 suns
     4 circled
     4 ate
     4 guardians
     4 closer
     4 blank
     4 safety
     4 creaking
     4 simply
     4 everyone
     4 twenty-four
     4 whom
     4 yours
     4 saying
     4 position
     4 bearing
     4 poison
     4 valley
     4 plucked
     4 shock
     4 save
     4 perches
     4 furs
     4 dawn
     4 terrified
     4 cavalcade
     4 hill
     4 god
     4 snapping
     4 cushions
     4 sitting
     4 chanting
     4 patient
     4 possibility
     4 bloody
     4 score
     4 whirled
     4 crouched
     4 notice
     4 dropping
     4 remembering
     4 breathing
     4 protect
     4 steep
     4 curved
     4 nose
     4 halt
     4 beat
     4 ten
     4 eager
     4 sought
     4 feud
     4 bitterly
     4 john
     4 fly
     4 tremendous
     4 bid
     4 duty
     4 ragged
     4 halfway
     4 ritual
     4 gateway
     4 jaw
     4 swamp
     4 formation
     4 sit
     4 sanghalain's
     4 muttering
     4 padded
     4 roused
     4 weakness
     4 greatest
     4 various
     4 ballistae
     4 glare
     4 aloud
     4 breaking
     4 ferocity
     4 realized
     4 crowds
     4 sacrifice
     4 chambers
     4 guess
     4 ancient
     4 earthmen
     4 stretched
     4 events
     4 threatened
     4 tregadians
     4 guarded
     4 play
     4 noise
     4 faced
     4 afternoon
     4 price
     4 poor
     4 yourself
     4 person
     4 ceased
     4 bellies
     4 diviners
     4 content
     4 shaped
     4 unchanging
     4 painted
     4 southron
     4 jofr's
     4 grass
     4 thinned
     4 satisfied
     4 whore
     4 pick
     4 mercy
     4 excellent
     4 war-horns
     4 maps
     4 inner
     4 alderyk's
     4 cages
     4 memories
     4 tending
     4 girdle
     4 shivered
     4 started
     4 vicious
     4 bound
     4 scarred
     4 jal
     4 service
     4 turf
     4 wisdom
     4 swayed
     4 bartha
     4 warmer
     4 four-handed
     4 i'd
     4 ordering
     4 tower
     4 horizon
     4 often
     4 furred
     4 rabble
     4 loose
     4 gesture
     4 chaos
     4 patiently
     4 eleven
     4 using
     4 corner
     4 challenge
     4 useless
     4 further
     4 springs
     4 ought
     4 charged
     4 unknown
     4 wagon
     4 currents
     4 twig
     4 surrounding
     4 allies
     4 present
     4 city-state
     4 gradually
     4 noticed
     4 subsided
     4 raise
     4 learn
     4 buried
     4 ride
     4 remain
     3 counted
     3 uncertainly
     3 warriors
     3 mild
     3 fair
     3 ruler
     3 ocher
     3 disciplined
     3 cressets
     3 squatted
     3 jeweled
     3 victory
     3 heavily
     3 doubts
     3 meantime
     3 feasting
     3 whenever
     3 stained
     3 brow
     3 parties
     3 mining
     3 tribesman
     3 bleeding
     3 replaced
     3 dimly
     3 gets
     3 sick
     3 clan
     3 moss
     3 individual
     3 risen
     3 mercury
     3 delegates
     3 corridors
     3 act
     3 lacking
     3 joyful
     3 bridle
     3 dare
     3 damned
     3 watchtowers
     3 original
     3 towering
     3 dirty
     3 lacked
     3 superior
     3 sending
     3 throats
     3 fever
     3 brightened
     3 tank
     3 thrusting
     3 yielding
     3 traveling
     3 eight
     3 welcome
     3 tops
     3 wheeled
     3 ill
     3 rim
     3 stays
     3 dance
     3 roaring
     3 finding
     3 merely
     3 everywhere
     3 chewed
     3 music
     3 contemptuously
     3 bells
     3 migrations
     3 intense
     3 worried
     3 shattered
     3 reluctantly
     3 loud
     3 pilgrimage
     3 entered
     3 movements
     3 curve
     3 genetic
     3 holes
     3 polished
     3 bolt
     3 whip
     3 sank
     3 plunged
     3 abandon
     3 impatiently
     3 permission
     3 goddess
     3 nevertheless
     3 brooded
     3 tents
     3 saddles
     3 good-bye
     3 pain
     3 played
     3 formidable
     3 amber
     3 wouldn't
     3 tossed
     3 burnt
     3 bottle
     3 band
     3 king-dog
     3 daggers
     3 rusty
     3 streaked
     3 ice
     3 escorts
     3 sensing
     3 planets
     3 clapped
     3 star-roads
     3 aid
     3 tied
     3 breast
     3 thank
     3 hauled
     3 beauty
     3 nature
     3 companion
     3 banners
     3 colored
     3 prophecies
     3 contact
     3 far-off
     3 drives
     3 sweeping
     3 shell
     3 trunks
     3 curled
     3 clusters
     3 wiped
     3 dwell
     3 girl
     3 bend
     3 let's
     3 emigrate
     3 flowers
     3 altered
     3 ministry
     3 drink
     3 whichever
     3 symbols
     3 you-
     3 rallied
     3 hoofs
     3 post
     3 disappear
     3 ears
     3 fanned
     3 somber
     3 loomed
     3 jostling
     3 futile
     3 slight
     3 mika
     3 yarrod's
     3 chill
     3 wells
     3 art
     3 starving
     3 shame
     3 blinding
     3 urgency
     3 slim
     3 dwelt
     3 attempt
     3 laughter
     3 off-worlders
     3 scanty
     3 hellhound
     3 pleased
     3 sixty
     3 glittering
     3 hoods
     3 landings
     3 rein
     3 sidelong
     3 surged
     3 indistinct
     3 quartered
     3 however
     3 outer
     3 drowned
     3 drummed
     3 sprawled
     3 glimpse
     3 defenders
     3 warning
     3 wrist
     3 tore
     3 bowed
     3 thermal
     3 whirlwind
     3 pretend
     3 flanks
     3 summer
     3 sons
     3 intruders
     3 ssussminh
     3 breathe
     3 www
     3 there'll
     3 yelling
     3 webwrights
     3 grotto
     3 brooding
     3 kennels
     3 emigration
     3 sunless
     3 gamble
     3 startling
     3 tearing
     3 points
     3 tongue
     3 solemn
     3 track
     3 prefer
     3 walking
     3 garden
     3 straightened
     3 rebuilt
     3 throwing
     3 swinging
     3 background
     3 balustrade
     3 argue
     3 malice
     3 host
     3 unnatural
     3 obeyed
     3 fifty
     3 clasped
     3 pierced
     3 minute
     3 spoken
     3 pause
     3 milky
     3 courage
     3 joined
     3 hatred
     3 comrades
     3 throughout
     3 agreed
     3 spring-fire
     3 breca
     3 glance
     3 section
     3 size
     3 fated
     3 mingling
     3 modern
     3 limbs
     3 baen
     3 pens
     3 intelligent
     3 highest
     3 stinking
     3 crossed
     3 peaceful
     3 soul
     3 barrier
     3 shield
     3 totally
     3 yelled
     3 doorways
     3 trust
     3 steadily
     3 miracle
     3 crescent
     3 ceremony
     3 curiously
     3 precious
     3 ruling
     3 crammed
     3 torch
     3 streak
     3 flared
     3 blocked
     3 lest
     3 passengers
     3 existence
     3 spurred
     3 sandstorms
     3 haunted
     3 bottom
     3 tuchvar's
     3 wolves
     3 poised
     3 weaker
     3 armies
     3 wearing
     3 pilots
     3 thirteen
     3 1974
     3 quick
     3 ropes
     3 snuffling
     3 shaken
     3 goes
     3 zone
     3 forgotten
     3 groaning
     3 patience
     3 particular
     3 violence
     3 technology
     3 effort
     3 tide
     3 following
     3 northeast
     3 hereditary
     3 day's
     3 chest
     3 vital
     3 needed
     3 start
     3 trembled
     3 stores
     3 stricken
     3 flicker
     3 mutation
     3 offering
     3 information
     3 waist
     3 nomads
     3 captain
     3 braced
     3 wand
     3 brutes
     3 catacombs
     3 ambush
     3 west
     3 increasing
     3 harness
     3 defend
     3 impression
     3 howling
     3 steady
     3 com
     3 sigh
     3 lands
     3 withdrew
     3 blurred
     3 reward
     3 masses
     3 necks
     3 liking
     3 office
     3 captivity
     3 brighter
     3 flashed
     3 trade
     3 rough
     3 baggage
     3 trained
     3 creep
     3 hesitated
     3 ruin
     3 shot
     3 hargoth
     3 especially
     3 ruined
     3 lake
     3 rolling
     3 traitors
     3 lightning
     3 powers
     3 mean
     3 off-world
     3 fearful
     3 embers
     3 temperate
     3 studied
     3 incredible
     3 cracked
     3 activity
     3 meeting
     3 knelt
     3 visions
     3 yourselves
     3 river
     3 reaches
     3 atop
     3 hated
     3 shout
     3 limber
     3 humanity
     3 clotted
     3 hearth-keeper
     3 anyway
     3 during
     3 frozen
     3 greatly
     3 moves
     3 whispered
     3 steel
     3 pendant
     3 cheekbones
     3 pressed
     3 bundle
     3 deities
     3 heaps
     3 hunched
     3 betrayed
     3 distances
     3 legion
     3 calling
     3 heat
     3 dull
     3 haze
     3 guessed
     3 ringing
     3 untouched
     3 brothers
     3 zigzag
     3 breeze
     3 arrangements
     3 mile
     3 wishing
     3 landing
     3 count
     3 mixed
     3 recognized
     3 morn's
     3 speech
     3 borne
     3 bayed
     3 eroded
     3 irregular
     3 heel
     3 miners
     3 knocked
     3 firm
     3 foundations
     3 odds
     3 blinking
     3 groaned
     3 handle
     3 trotting
     3 hour
     3 shade
     3 mothers
     3 friends
     3 savage
     3 catching
     3 silk
     3 rustling
     3 pattern
     3 loyally
     3 reed
     3 wooden
     3 dogs
     3 archers
     3 dressed
     3 starlight
     3 travel
     3 spears
     3 housed
     3 grotesque
     3 fruit
     3 couldn't
     3 secure
     3 glowed
     3 familiar
     3 inevitable
     3 strategy
     3 astonishment
     3 task
     3 completely
     3 firmly
     3 wreckage
     3 penkawr-che's
     3 thirst
     3 leaped
     3 leap
     2 paws
     2 corn
     2 motionless
     2 settling
     2 smells
     2 cool
     2 share
     2 signaled
     2 hopeful
     2 courtiers
     2 star-ships
     2 stair
     2 knots
     2 hairs
     2 stirring
     2 orion
     2 dripped
     2 strangeness
     2 teach
     2 job
     2 westerly
     2 dolls
     2 oppression
     2 dug
     2 man-without-a-tribe
     2 tropic
     2 dangers
     2 marching
     2 tumbled
     2 route
     2 accused
     2 bad
     2 ashes
     2 cheered
     2 pulling
     2 horrible
     2 foreign
     2 age
     2 distorted
     2 boomed
     2 stored
     2 tiles
     2 plan
     2 protecting
     2 extent
     2 fringes
     2 chained
     2 bricks
     2 glint
     2 melted
     2 clawing
     2 atmosphere
     2 bare
     2 sacrificed
     2 surprised
     2 brunt
     2 wheels
     2 understanding
     2 astonished
     2 clutched
     2 fugitives
     2 damn
     2 instinct
     2 succeed
     2 bristled
     2 populations
     2 flame
     2 ekmal's
     2 series
     2 nervous
     2 hostile
     2 unlucky
     2 manned
     2 splashed
     2 aching
     2 fortune
     2 wandered
     2 metal
     2 harder
     2 officers
     2 determined
     2 affection
     2 enormous
     2 blooded
     2 strips
     2 fragmented
     2 consent
     2 struggled
     2 wondering
     2 growing
     2 eggs
     2 reluctant
     2 eternal
     2 skorva
     2 subtly
     2 jolted
     2 senile
     2 sturdy
     2 steal
     2 foe
     2 couples
     2 lying
     2 bone
     2 goodness
     2 guesthouse
     2 rubbed
     2 demanded
     2 realists
     2 shed
     2 wanderer
     2 taut
     2 cap
     2 hailing
     2 curious
     2 amazing
     2 thousands
     2 diminished
     2 fury
     2 deathly
     2 bargain
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     14 lies
     14 we'll
     14 listened
     14 running
     14 kind
     14 hung
     14 wanted
     14 being
     14 hall
     14 apart
     14 throat
     14 sudden
     14 large
     14 heart
     14 stars
     14 point
     14 try
     14 lines
     14 wild
     14 silent
     14 alone
     14 swept
     14 ancient
     14 thin
     14 watch
     14 grass
     14 places
     14 bound
     14 full
     14 hidden
     14 llandric
     14 ruins
     14 deep
     14 upper
     14 short
     14 sides
     13 tree
     13 hot
     13 eric
     13 fast
     13 strength
     13 armed
     13 twelve
     13 leaving
     13 chamber
     13 answered
     13 delbane
     13 center
     13 norverann
     13 gathered
     13 stopped
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     8 swung
     8 alive
     8 spring
     8 honor
     8 desire
     8 laughed
     8 floes
     8 closer
     8 attacked
     8 failed
     8 gengan
     8 valley
     8 edges
     8 sea-our-mother
     8 possible
     8 later
     8 proud
     8 oars
     8 neck
     8 supplies
     8 ten
     8 quietly
     8 flight
     8 spreading
     8 pits
     8 course
     8 news
     8 automatic
     8 pleasure
     8 glare
     8 blade
     8 standing
     8 dying
     8 cruel
     8 prince
     8 front
     8 fine
     8 smiling
     8 ceased
     8 slope
     8 blue
     8 marble
     8 deck
     8 added
     8 home
     8 fertile
     8 dry
     8 cries
     8 knees
     8 marched
     8 color
     8 stepped
     8 wherever
     8 drop
     8 destroy
     7 siege
     7 share
     7 roared
     7 barrens
     7 met
     7 driven
     7 foreign
     7 graceful
     7 automatics
     7 he's
     7 bare
     7 tunic
     7 balcony
     7 union
     7 arrows
     7 burst
     7 drawing
     7 lying
     7 demanded
     7 fields
     7 rescue
     7 firing
     7 camps
     7 circle
     7 somehow
     7 city-states
     7 forges
     7 destruction
     7 break
     7 weapon
     7 sounded
     7 entered
     7 skiff
     7 leads
     7 animals
     7 cut
     7 rush
     7 fierce
     7 forth
     7 complex
     7 alien
     7 thrust
     7 entrance
     7 cloak
     7 laser
     7 seek
     7 everything
     7 stirred
     7 ears
     7 arm
     7 formed
     7 normal
     7 chill
     7 gerd's
     7 torches
     7 oil
     7 leaves
     7 thinking
     7 brief
     7 direction
     7 hunting
     7 thermal
     7 swinging
     7 briefly
     7 ate
     7 cloud
     7 carry
     7 ridge
     7 thirteenth
     7 seeing
     7 return
     7 table
     7 country
     7 torch
     7 strayer's
     7 ourselves
     7 worldheart
     7 mingled
     7 fat
     7 crouched
     7 sails
     7 effort
     7 protect
     7 flung
     7 screamed
     7 changed
     7 roof
     7 stop
     7 screaming
     7 maze
     7 mountain
     7 shoulders
     7 eat
     7 crew
     7 office
     7 none
     7 anger
     7 shot
     7 chambers
     7 grain
     7 clouds
     7 trying
     7 faced
     7 swam
     7 quarters
     7 during
     7 pressed
     7 pick
     7 opening
     7 map
     7 surface
     7 alderyk's
     7 rope
     7 pearls
     7 ways
     7 remembered
     7 vision
     7 rich
     7 orders
     7 hopper
     7 feed
     7 stripped
     7 mole
     7 pattern
     7 blue-robe
     7 empty
     7 useless
     7 unknown
     7 ask
     7 floor
     7 five
     6 nearest
     6 fresh
     6 deal
     6 they'll
     6 risen
     6 elders
     6 buildings
     6 chair
     6 sorry
     6 growing
     6 comfort
     6 crept
     6 shed
     6 island
     6 curious
     6 stayed
     6 meet
     6 finding
     6 music
     6 barely
     6 shattered
     6 dragging
     6 lie
     6 walk
     6 fleet
     6 king
     6 peaks
     6 join
     6 gentle
     6 motors
     6 pain
     6 played
     6 twice
     6 shallow
     6 forces
     6 sunlight
     6 serve
     6 hauled
     6 chant
     6 halk's
     6 hide
     6 fled
     6 houses
     6 gerrith's
     6 contained
     6 whatever
     6 showing
     6 ago
     6 bulk
     6 seems
     6 generations
     6 glittering
     6 sprang
     6 rooms
     6 cause
     6 i'll
     6 sweat
     6 worlds
     6 branches
     6 separate
     6 secret
     6 drum
     6 faded
     6 tongue
     6 gorrel
     6 grove
     6 drove
     6 bolts
     6 lift
     6 lest
     6 elsewhere
     6 bows
     6 prisoner
     6 wrong
     6 riding
     6 breathing
     6 herself
     6 garlands
     6 captain
     6 next
     6 duty
     6 fighters
     6 shouting
     6 busy
     6 likely
     6 settled
     6 ritual
     6 enemies
     6 mad
     6 trade
     6 hurry
     6 possessed
     6 camp
     6 sacrifice
     6 rolling
     6 angry
     6 traitors
     6 clothing
     6 star
     6 harm
     6 rail
     6 klatlekt
     6 quarry
     6 caverns
     6 bore
     6 wrapped
     6 hours
     6 moves
     6 blades
     6 steel
     6 mask
     6 pack
     6 war
     6 carrying
     6 veils
     6 inner
     6 animal
     6 east
     6 understood
     6 scant
     6 guards
     6 legs
     6 terror
     6 jal
     6 feeling
     6 off-worlder
     6 finished
     6 winged
     6 benches
     6 bringing
     6 midst
     6 worship
     6 savage
     6 whiteness
     6 freedom
     6 suffered
     6 further
     6 mounted
     6 thirty
     6 harsenyi
     6 stroke
     6 paid
     6 remain
     6 party
     5 crest
     5 lack
     5 bridegroom
     5 dipped
     5 leader
     5 wonder
     5 parties
     5 flew
     5 nithi
     5 wet
     5 relief
     5 tlun
     5 beams
     5 late
     5 ours
     5 reared
     5 corridors
     5 sheer
     5 southern
     5 original
     5 wandered
     5 jaws
     5 strike
     5 skorva
     5 stations
     5 hoped
     5 rang
     5 antarean
     5 ugly
     5 rode
     5 deserted
     5 hit
     5 big
     5 passing
     5 bells
     5 somebody
     5 levels
     5 polished
     5 silken
     5 form
     5 vanished
     5 gravel
     5 blocks
     5 shields
     5 banner
     5 population
     5 falling
     5 you'll
     5 tossed
     5 rowers
     5 stylus
     5 curtain
     5 minutes
     5 charge
     5 you'd
     5 heading
     5 range
     5 learned
     5 killing
     5 build
     5 slain
     5 berg
     5 trunk
     5 threw
     5 warned
     5 packs
     5 singing
     5 mooring
     5 clean
     5 orbit
     5 survive
     5 proper
     5 facing
     5 hound
     5 castle
     5 starving
     5 fall
     5 warning
     5 galaxy
     5 tight
     5 numbers
     5 beaten
     5 strangers
     5 wrought
     5 slid
     5 clearly
     5 endured
     5 myself
     5 clad
     5 walking
     5 smaller
     5 they've
     5 cluster
     5 unpleasant
     5 trailing
     5 sign
     5 dozen
     5 pierced
     5 claimed
     5 finally
     5 lose
     5 surrounded
     5 amid
     5 glance
     5 slopes
     5 tunnel
     5 treasure
     5 simply
     5 crossed
     5 listen
     5 plundered
     5 calm
     5 farther
     5 really
     5 robe
     5 holding
     5 pillar
     5 impatient
     5 cities
     5 rushing
     5 abruptly
     5 doing
     5 threat
     5 wands
     5 area
     5 furs
     5 perched
     5 season
     5 deadly
     5 worn
     5 woke
     5 chanting
     5 poured
     5 entirely
     5 father
     5 anyone
     5 disturbed
     5 eager
     5 means
     5 master
     5 received
     5 middle
     5 grew
     5 needs
     5 begin
     5 sighed
     5 i've
     5 shone
     5 fill
     5 laid
     5 managed
     5 ruined
     5 reason
     5 lot
     5 drugged
     5 off-world
     5 gain
     5 guarded
     5 noise
     5 matters
     5 hooded
     5 marked
     5 yourself
     5 rage
     5 difficult
     5 lighted
     5 claim
     5 portion
     5 anyway
     5 barred
     5 panting
     5 winding
     5 main
     5 saved
     5 roots
     5 refuge
     5 rank
     5 dull
     5 crack
     5 primitive
     5 portable
     5 rested
     5 started
     5 service
     5 bartha
     5 knocked
     5 problem
     5 tunics
     5 often
     5 cloth
     5 hour
     5 friends
     5 truth
     5 gesture
     5 chaos
     5 controlled
     5 apparently
     5 echoed
     5 robbed
     5 hammer
     5 swallowed
     5 coast
     5 otherwise
     5 glowed
     5 ginger
     5 currents
     5 skaith-our-mother
     5 landed
     5 common
     5 sang
     5 ramp
     5 gently
     5 seem
     5 clung
     5 gleaming
     5 leaped
     4 motionless
     4 favor
     4 star-ships
     4 striking
     4 sweating
     4 final
     4 leaders
     4 strangeness
     4 partly
     4 stained
     4 tumbled
     4 enter
     4 closely
     4 boomed
     4 individual
     4 wine
     4 leading
     4 shelter
     4 molten
     4 clashing
     4 sun's
     4 quadrangle
     4 splashed
     4 destroyed
     4 earlier
     4 bed
     4 sending
     4 pride
     4 living
     4 growling
     4 eternal
     4 bone
     4 splashing
     4 pleasant
     4 flicked
     4 welcome
     4 fury
     4 bargain
     4 hargoth's
     4 flank
     4 labyrinth
     4 ones
     4 stunners
     4 carefully
     4 woods
     4 strings
     4 darklands
     4 disappeared
     4 intense
     4 telepaths
     4 view
     4 worse
     4 warmth
     4 worth
     4 sharply
     4 whip
     4 halls
     4 sank
     4 hurried
     4 holds
     4 vault
     4 heels
     4 ranged
     4 beating
     4 packed
     4 glared
     4 waves
     4 son
     4 mists
     4 apparent
     4 continue
     4 sealed
     4 rusty
     4 clapped
     4 star-roads
     4 million
     4 access
     4 placed
     4 beauty
     4 raiding
     4 race
     4 scavengers
     4 promised
     4 stroked
     4 carts
     4 physical
     4 imperceptibly
     4 bend
     4 grip
     4 let's
     4 claws
     4 gestured
     4 weak
     4 foster-father
     4 weary
     4 oh
     4 betray
     4 lean
     4 invaders
     4 dwelt
     4 frame
     4 movement
     4 expect
     4 pleased
     4 unfamiliar
     4 promise
     4 darker
     4 servants
     4 year
     4 we've
     4 shadow
     4 jumped
     4 captured
     4 tore
     4 tired
     4 whirlwind
     4 flanks
     4 bits
     4 flowed
     4 named
     4 labor
     4 pavilions
     4 grotto
     4 suppose
     4 motioned
     4 veiled
     4 fourth
     4 didn't
     4 fellows
     4 tearing
     4 spite
     4 grasses
     4 villagers
     4 townsmen
     4 spear
     4 solid
     4 base
     4 pull
     4 repeated
     4 minute
     4 enemy
     4 hatred
     4 comrades
     4 instant
     4 guardian
     4 hulls
     4 bought
     4 feared
     4 disabled
     4 sluggish
     4 twenty
     4 doorways
     4 steadily
     4 ashore
     4 sensed
     4 paddle
     4 finish
     4 spend
     4 position
     4 farer
     4 burden
     4 expression
     4 drifted
     4 garments
     4 speed
     4 spray
     4 bottom
     4 fishermen
     4 downward
     4 magnificent
     4 stretching
     4 crystal
     4 rolled
     4 simple
     4 northward
     4 furniture
     4 houndmaster
     4 plaque
     4 turning
     4 fiber
     4 remaining
     4 climb
     4 bloody
     4 gully
     4 clearing
     4 silenced
     4 split
     4 kicked
     4 goes
     4 homeless
     4 violence
     4 northeast
     4 intend
     4 opportunity
     4 foreigners
     4 skeletal
     4 curved
     4 larg
     4 actually
     4 tilted
     4 sought
     4 mutation
     4 song
     4 offering
     4 survived
     4 strayer
     4 advanced
     4 john
     4 ladder
     4 defend
     4 fate
     4 leathery
     4 barren
     4 wake
     4 revolt
     4 regarded
     4 blaze
     4 salt
     4 colors
     4 sit
     4 muttering
     4 roused
     4 streaming
     4 early
     4 crews
     4 brilliance
     4 flickering
     4 best
     4 blackened
     4 breaking
     4 ferocity
     4 moored
     4 rise
     4 caused
     4 field
     4 greater
     4 rows
     4 current
     4 baying
     4 mattered
     4 bodily
     4 false
     4 armor
     4 mean
     4 slack
     4 cracked
     4 ended
     4 stretch
     4 trickled
     4 hunted
     4 poor
     4 person
     4 humanity
     4 mostly
     4 frozen
     4 deeper
     4 whispered
     4 whimpered
     4 shared
     4 satisfied
     4 meal
     4 climate
     4 safely
     4 bred
     4 veil
     4 lesser
     4 clump
     4 please
     4 snapped
     4 history
     4 inclined
     4 peoples
     4 arrangements
     4 chose
     4 vicious
     4 sorcerer-priests
     4 miles
     4 smile
     4 recognized
     4 doubt
     4 panic
     4 hardly
     4 speech
     4 tropics
     4 happen
     4 huddled
     4 nets
     4 blue-robes
     4 odds
     4 alike
     4 steam
     4 weariness
     4 push
     4 believed
     4 spire
     4 eleven
     4 gods
     4 finger-bones
     4 perimeter
     4 sunk
     4 knives
     4 allies
     4 paint
     4 window
     4 purpose
     4 present
     4 confusion
     4 traders
     4 acting
     4 helped
     4 dimmed
     4 touching
     3 supplied
     3 load
     3 paws
     3 corn
     3 survivors
     3 mild
     3 fair
     3 ruler
     3 crown
     3 stair
     3 four-pawed
     3 depended
     3 gather
     3 stirring
     3 supply
     3 storehouses
     3 danger
     3 pile
     3 beautifully
     3 meantime
     3 stiffly
     3 dragged
     3 dug
     3 man-without-a-tribe
     3 anxious
     3 marching
     3 pulling
     3 rouse
     3 sweetness
     3 sculled
     3 stabbing
     3 shafts
     3 foremost
     3 newcomers
     3 action
     3 throw
     3 flinging
     3 pilgrim
     3 thrown
     3 understanding
     3 joyful
     3 darik
     3 trail
     3 lacked
     3 moments
     3 enormous
     3 shield-wall
     3 angle
     3 purely
     3 shattering
     3 wounded
     3 fishy
     3 concealed
     3 interested
     3 wondering
     3 victims
     3 rubbed
     3 special
     3 barriers
     3 madness
     3 sake
     3 hoping
     3 hilt
     3 shrieking
     3 smoothly
     3 knows
     3 drug
     3 jungles
     3 rim
     3 skaith-mother
     3 seven
     3 sand
     3 thickets
     3 plenty
     3 file
     3 ewers
     3 feast
     3 skull
     3 instruments
     3 everywhere
     3 worry
     3 kitchen
     3 certainly
     3 traitor
     3 exhausted
     3 yearning
     3 pounding
     3 bending
     3 alliance
     3 uneasily
     3 turbulence
     3 stir
     3 manner
     3 curve
     3 guide
     3 increasingly
     3 isle
     3 abandon
     3 subdued
     3 figure
     3 impatiently
     3 spires
     3 littered
     3 bristling
     3 identical
     3 raiders
     3 stranger
     3 tents
     3 stronger
     3 fortified
     3 formidable
     3 comfortable
     3 parley
     3 pray
     3 grunted
     3 alert
     3 boom
     3 band
     3 sniffed
     3 overwhelm
     3 southwest
     3 startled
     3 hann
     3 aid
     3 gold-tipped
     3 breast
     3 setting
     3 thank
     3 situation
     3 note
     3 market
     3 despair
     3 certain
     3 directly
     3 colored
     3 fretted
     3 bar
     3 taught
     3 doors
     3 shadowed
     3 punish
     3 seawater
     3 glistened
     3 peering
     3 slipped
     3 froze
     3 countless
     3 clustered
     3 watcher
     3 emigrate
     3 peacock
     3 frowning
     3 hate
     3 idle
     3 designed
     3 pounded
     3 language
     3 release
     3 cooking
     3 lesson
     3 drive
     3 distinguish
     3 taller
     3 pressing
     3 brass
     3 faintly
     3 passages
     3 boulder
     3 slight
     3 clash
     3 lived
     3 seat
     3 gear
     3 hugging
     3 getting
     3 defeat
     3 ease
     3 creature
     3 seasons
     3 forgot
     3 guarantee
     3 slowed
     3 longsword
     3 sidelong
     3 hearing
     3 stock
     3 melancholy
     3 available
     3 grow
     3 double
     3 passes
     3 drowned
     3 decision
     3 allowed
     3 threatening
     3 slaughtered
     3 monastic
     3 hunters
     3 future
     3 overhead
     3 bowed
     3 bear
     3 sea-ivory
     3 plead
     3 domes
     3 raw
     3 difficulty
     3 laden
     3 waste
     3 eaten
     3 alarm
     3 hearths
     3 parts
     3 won
     3 walks
     3 branch
     3 surf
     3 breathe
     3 presumably
     3 www
     3 mood
     3 webwrights
     3 furiously
     3 eastern
     3 horny
     3 lowered
     3 emigration
     3 needle
     3 gap
     3 crackling
     3 deserts
     3 noon
     3 cared
     3 somewhat
     3 friend
     3 wasted
     3 stench
     3 idea
     3 survival
     3 ochar
     3 jerann
     3 endure
     3 floating
     3 knotted
     3 womb
     3 communications
     3 names
     3 trap
     3 clumsy
     3 visible
     3 glow
     3 voyage
     3 fifty
     3 suffer
     3 milky
     3 snap
     3 upland
     3 fog
     3 guardians
     3 skaith's
     3 candlelight
     3 breca
     3 snarled
     3 meager
     3 size
     3 fated
     3 rounded
     3 street
     3 balance
     3 fortress
     3 star-captains
     3 baen
     3 hang
     3 highest
     3 blackness
     3 soul
     3 persons
     3 shield
     3 rigid
     3 crop
     3 rations
     3 brutish
     3 depths
     3 watchers
     3 whom
     3 sufficient
     3 danced
     3 precious
     3 yours
     3 saying
     3 building
     3 happy
     3 crammed
     3 bearing
     3 poison
     3 blasted
     3 burial
     3 blocked
     3 offered
     3 uneasy
     3 passengers
     3 brittle
     3 deliberately
     3 sentries
     3 falcon
     3 shock
     3 defending
     3 hairy
     3 moonless
     3 soaring
     3 save
     3 salvation
     3 pilgrims
     3 dawn
     3 entire
     3 plastic
     3 armies
     3 hill
     3 expected
     3 headland
     3 gelmar's
     3 talking
     3 god
     3 basin
     3 ropes
     3 carrion
     3 grasped
     3 stiff
     3 suggested
     3 members
     3 withdrawn
     3 zone
     3 group
     3 motion
     3 sparks
     3 groaning
     3 dropping
     3 patience
     3 walled
     3 following
     3 ignored
     3 gleamed
     3 ends
     3 takes
     3 stands
     3 unseen
     3 shield-mate
     3 skilled
     3 spaces
     3 breasts
     3 stores
     3 soldiers
     3 groups
     3 towels
     3 hundreds
     3 waist
     3 information
     3 lifetime
     3 insisted
     3 brutes
     3 catacombs
     3 plunder
     3 ambush
     3 cleared
     3 flapped
     3 fly
     3 tremendous
     3 clubs
     3 cargo
     3 fixed
     3 customs
     3 ragged
     3 hiding
     3 token
     3 patrols
     3 ironmaster's
     3 steady
     3 ordered
     3 preparing
     3 com
     3 pursuit
     3 hopes
     3 involved
     3 gun
     3 ash
     3 questioning
     3 starport
     3 treachery
     3 slippery
     3 faith
     3 weakness
     3 flashed
     3 palisade
     3 cymbals
     3 seed
     3 various
     3 regard
     3 menace
     3 attempted
     3 faraway
     3 clumps
     3 aloud
     3 distribution
     3 folded
     3 ventilators
     3 gaunt
     3 strung
     3 receive
     3 especially
     3 fronted
     3 realized
     3 airlock
     3 scrambled
     3 crossbows
     3 piled
     3 snows
     3 patch
     3 amnir
     3 floated
     3 interfere
     3 accustomed
     3 bridge
     3 bone-barbed
     3 muffled
     3 brightness
     3 scenting
     3 spent
     3 forget
     3 temperate
     3 widened
     3 imagine
     3 studied
     3 choked
     3 bit
     3 outward
     3 astern
     3 pinnacles
     3 rendezvous
     3 bobbing
     3 price
     3 yourselves
     3 clanking
     3 atop
     3 mossy
     3 pointing
     3 families
     3 tears
     3 slab
     3 content
     3 canvas
     3 transport
     3 lightly
     3 greatly
     3 streams
     3 painted
     3 whined
     3 extended
     3 crops
     3 height
     3 lip
     3 javelins
     3 mercy
     3 angrily
     3 arch
     3 autumn
     3 afoot
     3 distances
     3 debris
     3 calling
     3 hammers
     3 ringing
     3 thoughts
     3 treasures
     3 hammering
     3 tranquil
     3 removed
     3 brothers
     3 bark
     3 memory
     3 damage
     3 steadied
     3 awake
     3 careful
     3 sing
     3 mile
     3 border
     3 talked
     3 sheltered
     3 gu
     3 shells
     3 scarred
     3 scouted
     3 lock
     3 tipped
     3 emerged
     3 prophesied
     3 wisdom
     3 swayed
     3 count
     3 loosed
     3 wounds
     3 plateau
     3 morn's
     3 worst
     3 conscious
     3 four-handed
     3 i'd
     3 demand
     3 till
     3 wiser
     3 losing
     3 treading
     3 loose
     3 ledge
     3 spot
     3 stout
     3 dressed
     3 travel
     3 unbroken
     3 astrane
     3 joy
     3 muddy
     3 glittered
     3 challenge
     3 jingling
     3 irnan's
     3 sinister
     3 sharper
     3 pure
     3 abos
     3 oar
     3 iubarian
     3 vermin
     3 indolent
     3 headed
     3 relaxed
     3 draw
     3 city-state
     3 shops
     3 cereleng
     3 lovely
     3 task
     3 club
     3 shadowy
     3 fired
     3 raise
     3 tread
     3 completely
     3 chiming
     3 perpetually
     3 greed
     3 rear
     3 reavers
     3 mark
     3 swore
     3 stupid
     3 standard
     3 frowned
     3 structure
     2 dwelling
     2 hangings
     2 dugouts
     2 keenly
     2 counted
     2 smells
     2 advise
     2 mind-talk
     2 cool
     2 grunts
     2 courtiers
     2 staircase
     2 flail
     2 bird's
     2 hairs
     2 planetary
     2 immediately
     2 handling
     2 rocks
     2 panel
     2 orion
     2 immortal
     2 carvings
     2 personal
     2 whistling
     2 llandric's
     2 whenever
     2 delay
     2 tapestry
     2 sun-colored
     2 stunted
     2 bergs
     2 protected
     2 colonies
     2 spearhead
     2 drinking
     2 tropic
     2 burrows
     2 dismay
     2 cocked
     2 adorned
     2 occasion
     2 dancers
     2 draft
     2 scarlet
     2 landscape
     2 intriguing
     2 replaced
     2 thump
     2 defended
     2 construction
     2 beaks
     2 extent
     2 thyran
     2 heresies
     2 whirling
     2 meat
     2 beach
     2 loud-hailer
     2 tribes
     2 partnership
     2 girl's
     2 shine
     2 sacrificed
     2 surprised
     2 possessions
     2 delegates
     2 widespread
     2 exact
     2 cheek
     2 lacking
     2 sisters
     2 clutched
     2 damn
     2 bowmen
     2 shows
     2 torture
     2 hostages
     2 tangle
     2 series
     2 questing
     2 hostile
     2 faster
     2 escaped
     2 towering
     2 dirty
     2 arkeshti's
     2 frail
     2 providing
     2 rotting
     2 incoming
     2 mouths
     2 minded
     2 ocean
     2 molt
     2 splendid
     2 rains
     2 miss
     2 urged
     2 scarcely
     2 fever
     2 glaring
     2 thumped
     2 uniformly
     2 rapid
     2 sticky
     2 resistance
     2 unreal
     2 tank
     2 humility
     2 struggled
     2 departure
     2 harvests
     2 repeat
     2 pausing
     2 badge
     2 thrusting
     2 boots
     2 rattled
     2 tethered
     2 plainly
     2 finger
     2 foe
     2 flood
     2 bounty
     2 obscure
     2 vulnerable
     2 providers
     2 sweated
     2 frosts
     2 traveling
     2 landward
     2 wretched
     2 komrey
     2 thousands
     2 snarl
     2 wheeled
     2 dustcloud
     2 noisy
     2 sweep
     2 flint-and-steel
     2 captive
     2 burdens
     2 concern
     2 roll
     2 state
     2 indifference
     2 defense
     2 numerous
     2 boiling
     2 dance
     2 tasted
     2 tighter
     2 channeled
     2 slashed
     2 discourage
     2 bulked
     2 thrashing
     2 recorder
     2 habit
     2 failing
     2 suffering
     2 flickered
     2 steeply
     2 hairless
     2 dotted
     2 draws
     2 blows
     2 rapidly
     2 lawns
     2 scattering
     2 forge
     2 ordinary
     2 devoted
     2 tribe
     2 shouldering
     2 anchor
     2 makeshift
     2 becomes
     2 stripping
     2 ridges
     2 reluctantly
     2 muttered
     2 whereon
     2 warehouses
     2 sucked
     2 starflight
     2 movements
     2 genetic
     2 dishes
     2 holes
     2 silhouetted
     2 desolate
     2 mordach
     2 masts
     2 accomplished
     2 approaching
     2 flooding
     2 meant
     2 savannah
     2 seasonal
     2 unique
     2 figurehead
     2 seaport
     2 ah
     2 crying
     2 undergrowth
     2 moisture
     2 cheese
     2 trader
     2 wrecked
     2 mutant
     2 pickings
     2 pierce
     2 lied
     2 sheds
     2 reaching
     2 predators
     2 pellucid
     2 crashed
     2 pay
     2 battle-cry
     2 furious
     2 surprises
     2 beetles
     2 safer
     2 arches
     2 glowing
     2 stragglers
     2 drooping
     2 thorn-trees
     2 evade
     2 pall
     2 evil
     2 swift
     2 many-colored
     2 cylindrical
     2 patched
     2 dripping
     2 framework
     2 dirt
     2 agilely
     2 curse
     2 swirl
     2 careless
     2 gnawed
     2 scholars
     2 sun-haired
     2 confidence
     2 shiny
     2 we'd
     2 banks
     2 drops
     2 suspended
     2 streaked
     2 unprecedented
     2 torrents
     2 cat's-paw
     2 treetops
     2 booming
     2 nearby
     2 particularly
     2 transmission
     2 muzzles
     2 blindly
     2 rooftops
     2 primary
     2 delegation
     2 awning
     2 obviously
     2 mighty
     2 cable
     2 flapping
     2 dancing
     2 vessels
     2 figures
     2 catapults
     2 upright
     2 authority
     2 offerings
     2 flooded
     2 western
     2 surging
     2 brackett
     2 weakened
     2 prophecies
     2 semi-circle
     2 clicks
     2 pace
     2 drums
     2 sweeping
     2 properly
     2 pour
     2 meanwhile
     2 harvest
     2 musicians
     2 blowgun
     2 shell
     2 trunks
     2 freezing
     2 whipping
     2 curled
     2 garment
     2 ceremonial
     2 fewer
     2 fisher-folk
     2 arrange
     2 dwell
     2 pound
     2 important
     2 smiths
     2 including
     2 trotted
     2 alight
     2 1976
     2 comforting
     2 ministry
     2 cymbal
     2 futility
     2 environment
     2 escort
     2 tiring-woman
     2 bathing
     2 connection
     2 contempt
     2 bearings
     2 staff
     2 dumping
     2 snake
     2 scored
     2 lifting
     2 bubbling
     2 somber
     2 interior
     2 constantly
     2 tear
     2 13
     2 newly
     2 deep-sea
     2 reasonably
     2 punishing
     2 whips
     2 steered
     2 float
     2 battles
     2 pushed
     2 barring
     2 jostling
     2 shuddered
     2 slow
     2 foretold
     2 measured
     2 mistake
     2 lifts
     2 invader
     2 threaten
     2 compressed
     2 licked
     2 wound
     2 foolish
     2 shuffled
     2 blinding
     2 marg's
     2 kinship
     2 urgency
     2 contents
     2 rowed
     2 rowing
     2 civilization
     2 painfully
     2 stationary
     2 clothed
     2 attempt
     2 central
     2 starvation
     2 grumbled
     2 guano
     2 swaying
     2 channels
     2 paddled
     2 hearts
     2 shrouding
     2 cruisers
     2 languidly
     2 sprung
     2 clashed
     2 thanks
     2 parapet
     2 milled
     2 cracklings
     2 protesting
     2 assault
     2 thunderbolt
     2 sum
     2 subhuman
     2 hurling
     2 foresee
     2 prepare
     2 basins
     2 sisterhood
     2 transceivers
     2 muscles
     2 stride
     2 clods
     2 leaner
     2 nights
     2 fours
     2 private
     2 half-dozen
     2 cordage
     2 peaceable
     2 vertical
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     1 us-
     1 northerly
     1 hope-hope
     1 regardless
     1 digesting
     1 flue
     1 formerly
     1 hallooed
     1 pairs
     1 boat-where
     1 measuring
     1 winnowing
     1 disembowel
     1 meeting
     1 destiny
     1 12
     1 a-mutter
     1 keeper
     1 battery-powered
     1 jagged
     1 triumphant
     1 systematically
     1 coats
     1 onerous
     1 half-obliterated
     1 impassive
     1 occasionally
     1 roved
     1 spawned
     1 visions
     1 conceit
     1 covet
     1 collapse
     1 stirrup
     1 untainted
     1 russet
     1 greenness
     1 intervals
     1 forefoot
     1 symbiotic
     1 too-great
     1 snuffed
     1 foray
     1 reaches
     1 men's
     1 denuded
     1 utterly
     1 fostered
     1 painter
     1 lasers
     1 warfare
     1 jars
     1 passion
     1 overturn
     1 hell
     1 explosives
     1 tapped
     1 repressed
     1 dearly
     1 aimed
     1 disaffected
     1 towns
     1 loose-limbed
     1 four-paws
     1 hated
     1 fiction
     1 you-for
     1 inshore
     1 life-tale
     1 protector-who
     1 stunned
     1 reflecting
     1 ground-to-ground
     1 streets-among
     1 anchorage
     1 color-kneeling
     1 detail
     1 inhabitants
     1 bedsheet
     1 wine-heavy
     1 earth
     1 skins
     1 bellies
     1 belief
     1 dependents
     1 fortress-camp
     1 powered
     1 packages
     1 tale
     1 arranging
     1 period
     1 inexorably
     1 lunge
     1 inaccessible
     1 boats-two
     1 villainous
     1 sea-pearls
     1 topmost
     1 first-aid
     1 humbly
     1 downed
     1 opened-almost
     1 rimed
     1 uplands
     1 burnished
     1 chipped-out
     1 honorable
     1 ships-and
     1 provisions
     1 spun
     1 clotted
     1 unlooked-for
     1 ablaze
     1 february
     1 happens
     1 agree
     1 time-
     1 solely
     1 climbers
     1 nakedness
     1 bilges
     1 halts
     1 foreigner
     1 centers
     1 psychologically
     1 eerily
     1 meglin
     1 not-uncomfortable
     1 attackers
     1 sheltering
     1 comprehend
     1 squeaking
     1 droned
     1 punched
     1 squawking
     1 boulders
     1 capital
     1 garlands-she
     1 judging
     1 appendix
     1 pendant
     1 dispersed
     1 broad-lipped
     1 prickling
     1 cocoon
     1 volunteered
     1 argument
     1 depicted
     1 comings
     1 cheekbones
     1 blinked
     1 forty
     1 encounter
     1 dog
     1 leaps
     1 deities
     1 smoothed
     1 last-minute
     1 wayfarers
     1 induced
     1 null
     1 ferocious
     1 midday
     1 protector-old
     1 listening
     1 cruelty
     1 nothing-no
     1 rebuilding
     1 fairly
     1 embrace
     1 bang
     1 arrival
     1 aiming
     1 breathed
     1 robes-blue
     1 hatred-not
     1 otters
     1 fingertip
     1 organizing
     1 ill-tempered
     1 according
     1 faintest
     1 carelessness
     1 pebbles
     1 you-not
     1 administrators
     1 all-powerful
     1 thinned
     1 vacant
     1 southerly
     1 unlit
     1 distaste
     1 rotten
     1 supervised
     1 nerves
     1 hunched
     1 defiant
     1 relics
     1 drained
     1 suggestions
     1 receiving
     1 excellent
     1 distracting
     1 crumbling
     1 conventional
     1 wrath
     1 clubbing
     1 subject
     1 preaching
     1 happening
     1 sunshine
     1 plumage
     1 system
     1 month
     1 uncertain
     1 pragmatic
     1 batter
     1 reserve
     1 tightened
     1 salting
     1 maps
     1 unconcernedly
     1 facedown
     1 resisting
     1 clicking
     1 abnormally
     1 heave
     1 pledge
     1 sooner
     1 visibly
     1 foreign-smelling
     1 labors
     1 dark-cloaked
     1 visit
     1 obscenity
     1 deaths
     1 red-haired
     1 racking
     1 attract
     1 sailed
     1 riverdale
     1 belts
     1 consenting
     1 prove
     1 rhythm
     1 trick
     1 smoked
     1 labyrinthine
     1 shifting-and
     1 maybe
     1 death-bitten
     1 oracle
     1 hymn
     1 sewing
     1 guessed
     1 puddle
     1 cauldrons
     1 them-and
     1 unobserved
     1 yards
     1 prudence
     1 cages
     1 english
     1 despised
     1 ankle-deep
     1 operation
     1 recognizing
     1 sensation
     1 apartments
     1 innocence
     1 active
     1 rooftree
     1 whitened
     1 chooses
     1 brutally
     1 faithful
     1 quickened
     1 achieved
     1 random
     1 lin
     1 twisting
     1 outlived
     1 deepened
     1 surge
     1 caged
     1 pulverizing
     1 entertainers-dancers
     1 powerfully
     1 remains
     1 demise
     1 branching
     1 provided
     1 sense
     1 confederation
     1 climates
     1 far-northern
     1 reek
     1 demon
     1 strain
     1 nosed
     1 strident
     1 types
     1 disk
     1 opposition
     1 smashing
     1 monitor
     1 land's
     1 hunt
     1 monitored
     1 threats
     1 diet
     1 precarious
     1 fit
     1 ewer
     1 jaunty
     1 smeared
     1 atmospheres
     1 outfitted
     1 communal
     1 recognition
     1 glimmerings
     1 streamed
     1 laughs
     1 believing
     1 girdle
     1 stops
     1 emphatic
     1 inboard
     1 aquatic
     1 sliding
     1 rewards
     1 gales
     1 keepers
     1 revitalized
     1 sea-harness
     1 shoving
     1 stable
     1 grisly
     1 discussion
     1 infants
     1 challenging
     1 benevolence
     1 replacements
     1 overlooked
     1 coffers-and
     1 believer's
     1 leg
     1 reliefs
     1 wishing
     1 furry
     1 logistics
     1 hastily
     1 incessant
     1 portions
     1 children-the
     1 wool
     1 accentuated
     1 unoffending
     1 possess
     1 weakest
     1 serfdom
     1 hopeless
     1 settlements
     1 treasure-house
     1 6
     1 penetrate
     1 sadness
     1 mustered
     1 skipping
     1 loud-hailers
     1 grave
     1 stilled
     1 flock
     1 controlling
     1 conceivable
     1 consult
     1 attachment
     1 shaft
     1 progress
     1 racks
     1 bumble
     1 sapped
     1 tough
     1 menacing
     1 pocked
     1 searched
     1 friendly-seeming
     1 aliens
     1 land-based
     1 peur
     1 accompanied
     1 one's
     1 red-bearded
     1 rededicate
     1 rimming
     1 squarely
     1 lick
     1 islanders-irnanese
     1 streaks
     1 caressed
     1 green-shadowed
     1 borne
     1 bramble
     1 fore
     1 bayed
     1 screeching
     1 ill-mated
     1 eroded
     1 fireplace
     1 piercing
     1 stew
     1 essences
     1 perilous
     1 irregular
     1 heel
     1 miners
     1 ribbons
     1 abandonment
     1 migrated
     1 gray-green
     1 loitered
     1 command
     1 provoked
     1 stalking
     1 ornate
     1 firm
     1 tribulation
     1 remarkably
     1 inspire
     1 grim
     1 network
     1 warmer
     1 thickened
     1 gracious
     1 barbs
     1 picks
     1 great-and
     1 white-stark
     1 churning
     1 lanterns
     1 bowshot
     1 spliced
     1 clever
     1 fox
     1 evading
     1 screamed-once
     1 pecked
     1 ordering
     1 strip
     1 feels
     1 vapor
     1 stuffed
     1 entrenched
     1 disdain
     1 paced
     1 darkening
     1 wonderfully
     1 circlets
     1 vocabulary
     1 inescapable
     1 deeply
     1 vitally
     1 torques
     1 recovered
     1 disorganized
     1 loosing
     1 underside
     1 routed
     1 emplacements
     1 pitch
     1 drift
     1 removing
     1 suit
     1 him-and
     1 connected
     1 shirk
     1 quantity
     1 clears
     1 civil
     1 forge-place
     1 collected
     1 haunting
     1 hungrily
     1 extreme
     1 reflect
     1 dust-arkeshti
     1 trickle
     1 superfluous
     1 peninsula
     1 islanders-aud's
     1 principality
     1 out-worlds
     1 barked
     1 splendor
     1 areas
     1 gray-where
     1 lethargically
     1 one-man
     1 assuming
     1 half-circle
     1 glory
     1 choices-the
     1 slave's
     1 flat-toned
     1 superiors
     1 tunneled
     1 sector
     1 impressive
     1 overrun
     1 born
     1 entity
     1 klaflekt
     1 raindrop
     1 clanged
     1 numbered
     1 stammering
     1 aged
     1 serenity
     1 amazement
     1 whimpering
     1 gong
     1 bind
     1 protest
     1 chain
     1 unleavened
     1 seeming
     1 securing
     1 carrion-eaters
     1 guardposts
     1 cheerful
     1 flaming
     1 drug-mist
     1 taunts
     1 scuttled
     1 bestrode
     1 flinched
     1 savoring
     1 worshipers
     1 radios
     1 ropey
     1 collar
     1 dramatic
     1 burrowed
     1 transferred
     1 sea-mother
     1 danger-filled
     1 lunged
     1 public
     1 flay
     1 rustling
     1 fully
     1 witchfire
     1 whorls
     1 computers
     1 versed
     1 looters
     1 falcon's
     1 morsel
     1 deep-swimming
     1 pocket
     1 leanness
     1 advantage
     1 debatable
     1 darkly
     1 knocking
     1 normally
     1 unbinding
     1 surroundings
     1 ship's
     1 creak
     1 wooden
     1 hears
     1 pestilence
     1 chewing
     1 necessities
     1 rebirth
     1 tone
     1 profitable
     1 grinning
     1 torque
     1 banded
     1 easier
     1 sacrilege
     1 crash
     1 strolled
     1 concluded
     1 expeditions
     1 handwork
     1 wither
     1 stocked
     1 blot
     1 parted
     1 trinity-my
     1 quarter-mile
     1 billow
     1 pools
     1 store
     1 sanctum
     1 treasons
     1 drooped
     1 strange-tasting
     1 skills
     1 stirred-a
     1 fleeing
     1 illumined
     1 overheard
     1 constructive
     1 wolverines
     1 care-at
     1 apathy
     1 centrally
     1 stranded
     1 triple
     1 distressed
     1 captives
     1 corner
     1 vegetation
     1 full-dress
     1 oils
     1 slightly
     1 weighed
     1 awaited
     1 antechamber
     1 foredone
     1 stopping
     1 impedimenta
     1 balconies
     1 calm-eyed
     1 citadel-only
     1 mankind
     1 glitter
     1 compelling
     1 welcoming
     1 fountaining
     1 sacrificial
     1 lion-coated
     1 180-degree
     1 exists
     1 looting
     1 purling
     1 roughened
     1 anywhere
     1 darkened
     1 rills
     1 firelight
     1 rooted
     1 lintels
     1 sea-born
     1 finds
     1 gusts
     1 realize
     1 responsibilities
     1 acknowledgment
     1 stealth
     1 madmen
     1 sabak's
     1 lurked
     1 step
     1 outr
     1 calmness
     1 asylum
     1 blue-robes-priests
     1 machine
     1 slopping
     1 foamed
     1 sprague
     1 gazing
     1 wilt
     1 loop
     1 flow
     1 frolicking
     1 avoiding
     1 scabbard
     1 births
     1 perforce
     1 contemplation
     1 twig
     1 struggling
     1 spaceflight
     1 boarding
     1 dark-winged
     1 shouldn't
     1 drank
     1 crowned
     1 withering-away
     1 grandsons
     1 former
     1 gripped
     1 sea-
     1 lightless
     1 chaffee
     1 brown-all
     1 baking
     1 shelf
     1 cower
     1 spoil
     1 curtly
     1 her-painfully
     1 slain-
     1 tons
     1 audible
     1 yearned
     1 loading
     1 riptide
     1 stove
     1 shredding
     1 lessened
     1 hanged
     1 school
     1 resting
     1 maintained
     1 disliking
     1 proudly
     1 cave
     1 read
     1 pursuer-quarry
     1 surrounding
     1 skyward
     1 translated
     1 darod-morn
     1 carcasses
     1 smokes
     1 forth-now
     1 commanding
     1 sandals
     1 intervention
     1 subdue
     1 persuasion
     1 way-but
     1 bathed
     1 compromises
     1 mantle
     1 stem
     1 bursting
     1 irritably
     1 solidly
     1 passionate
     1 slitted
     1 encumbrance
     1 version
     1 awhile
     1 0-3453-1829-3
     1 ripened
     1 24
     1 spinning
     1 trundled
     1 crime
     1 mechanisms
     1 catalogued
     1 deep-space
     1 gladly
     1 puzzlement
     1 cavernous
     1 warning-
     1 scowled
     1 glowering
     1 earless
     1 men-forty
     1 projected
     1 conceivably
     1 strokes
     1 stiffened
     1 earnestly
     1 cast-off
     1 gilded
     1 babies
     1 sunset
     1 topped
     1 strewn
     1 shrivel
     1 i-i
     1 contours
     1 too-long
     1 shirt
     1 raucous
     1 social
     1 mirrored
     1 rebellions
     1 homes
     1 flogged
     1 uncleanness
     1 agile
     1 wreckage
     1 puppies
     1 sailors'
     1 prices
     1 course-and
     1 buried
     1 retake
     1 courtesy
     1 northhound
     1 sprouted
     1 naming
     1 stately
     1 skip
     1 loyal
     1 sea-things
     1 lessons
     1 shutters
     1 ride
     1 flecked
     1 loosen
     1 shipbands
     1 sin
     1 stirs
     1 bedding
     1 instincts
     1 loss
     1 hopped
     1 unfederated
     1 metals
     1 breastplates
     1 hips
     1 underground
     1 tumult
     1 hugged
     1 transmitter
     1 upset
     1 openings
     1 services
     1 mopping
     1 trickles
     1 ghosts
     1 spasm
     1 tepid
     1 paste
     1 warrior-fashion
     1 winched
     1 hindered
     1 minerals
     1 husbanding
     1 logs
     1 trained-so
     1 companion-in-arms
     1 deathbed-stood
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  258 the
     167 he
     120 a
     115 of
     100 was
     99 and
     82 in
     81 to
     80 it
     77 his
     72 that
     48 had
     45 stratton
     37 i
     35 tapestry
     35 with
     35 jane
     34 you
     33 him
     32 but
     29 as
     27 at
     27 on
     26 there
     25 she
     25 for
     24 dick
     22 out
     21 then
     21 what
     21 her
     21 be
     20 jane's
     19 have
     17 all
     17 though
     16 no
     16 were
     16 into
     15 an
     15 like
     14 some
     14 could
     14 would
     14 from
     13 if
     13 about
     13 said
     13 just
     13 so
     13 picture
     12 up
     12 human
     12 went
     12 this
     12 over
     12 been
     11 almost
     11 stood
     11 face
     11 den
     11 get
     11 little
     11 they
     11 eyes
     11 one
     11 burn
     10 go
     10 hair
     10 time
     10 himself
     10 night
     10 can't
     10 again
     10 room
     9 even
     9 away
     9 back
     9 laughing
     9 hate
     9 de
     9 thought
     9 them
     9 couldn't
     8 something
     8 don't
     8 circle
     8 murder
     8 evil
     8 place
     8 down
     8 long
     8 looked
     8 didn't
     8 or
     8 sleep
     8 want
     8 made
     8 house
     8 light
     8 not
     8 before
     7 under
     7 any
     7 mind
     7 sunlight
     7 knew
     7 everything
     7 it's
     7 by
     7 really
     7 way
     7 after
     7 well
     7 stratton's
     6 white
     6 tree
     6 he'd
     6 without
     6 money
     6 only
     6 make
     6 wouldn't
     6 turned
     6 thinking
     6 block
     6 let
     6 still
     6 must
     6 body
     6 dreams
     6 when
     6 through
     6 me
     6 people
     6 woke
     6 mist
     6 against
     6 another
     6 realized
     6 negro
     6 whispered
     6 deep
     6 cross-shaped
     5 can
     5 gone
     5 satin
     5 those
     5 law
     5 your
     5 did
     5 more
     5 heard
     5 slept
     5 give
     5 how
     5 waiting
     5 black
     5 own
     5 my
     5 see
     5 thing
     5 keep
     5 never
     5 dark
     5 say
     5 look
     5 now
     5 their
     5 too
     5 got
     5 fear
     5 above
     5 high-priest
     5 think
     5 nothing
     5 laugh
     5 ring
     5 ever
     4 breath
     4 rose
     4 knowledge
     4 right
     4 woman
     4 seen
     4 glass
     4 souls
     4 until
     4 lay
     4 fled
     4 life
     4 dreamed
     4 drawn
     4 find
     4 quite
     4 i'll
     4 tired
     4 secret
     4 because
     4 done
     4 true
     4 trap
     4 jerked
     4 brought
     4 thirteenth
     4 soul
     4 saw
     4 going
     4 won't
     4 wasn't
     4 smiled
     4 most
     4 next
     4 i've
     4 why
     4 forest
     4 besides
     4 standing
     4 closed
     4 showed
     4 bit
     4 morning
     4 hadn't
     4 wish
     4 full
     4 thickened
     4 between
     4 shook
     4 staring
     4 head
     3 wait
     3 square
     3 i'm
     3 violet
     3 horrible
     3 late
     3 high-priest's
     3 growing
     3 horribly
     3 left
     3 rider
     3 struck
     3 being
     3 man
     3 sound
     3 joke-rag
     3 rid
     3 you'd
     3 bootblack
     3 power
     3 downstairs
     3 call
     3 every
     3 sky
     3 cold
     3 laughter
     3 trembling
     3 heart
     3 devil's
     3 silence
     3 will
     3 same
     3 wear
     3 do
     3 reached
     3 laughed
     3 divorce
     3 try
     3 us
     3 fought
     3 monstrous
     3 doris
     3 its
     3 voice
     3 mirth
     3 gown
     3 there's
     3 wall
     3 quietly
     3 nebulous
     3 fists
     3 bid
     3 else
     3 know
     3 shone
     3 blurred
     3 mad
     3 world
     3 anger
     3 such
     3 selfish
     3 filled
     3 safe
     3 things
     3 known
     3 hated
     3 depth
     3 eerie
     3 touched
     3 stared
     3 twisting
     3 home
     3 sense
     3 are
     3 took
     3 might
     3 work
     3 horror
     3 two
     3 felt
     3 free
     3 yet
     3 faces
     3 pocket
     3 nightmare
     3 which
     3 found
     3 across
     3 mis'
     3 tell
     3 looking
     3 anything
     3 first
     2 ran
     2 wheel
     2 set
     2 disgusting
     2 behind
     2 bad
     2 husband
     2 alice
     2 trapped
     2 act
     2 faster
     2 gave
     2 bed
     2 end
     2 sorry
     2 shadows
     2 sure
     2 child
     2 dey's
     2 lying
     2 you're
     2 madness
     2 curious
     2 whut
     2 forming
     2 anywheah
     2 silently
     2 where
     2 fact
     2 good
     2 state
     2 twelve
     2 decanter
     2 negro's
     2 muttered
     2 worse
     2 lie
     2 hall
     2 different
     2 ah
     2 cubistic
     2 mrs
     2 abyss
     2 cell
     2 minutes
     2 charge
     2 perhaps
     2 figures
     2 brink
     2 wonderful
     2 commeroi
     2 center
     2 business
     2 reception
     2 itself
     2 feet
     2 upward
     2 arm
     2 mouth
     2 dead
     2 extravagant
     2 distance
     2 hands
     2 hideous
     2 scandal
     2 half
     2 shadow
     2 sweat
     2 stopped
     2 worlds
     2 dimensions
     2 amusing
     2 savagely
     2 charnel
     2 put
     2 mood
     2 queer
     2 drew
     2 within
     2 coupled
     2 wife
     2 moving
     2 visible
     2 low
     2 while
     2 held
     2 either
     2 closer
     2 leave
     2 enough
     2 modern
     2 seventy
     2 simply
     2 dropped
     2 married
     2 seeing
     2 better
     2 evening
     2 torch
     2 icy
     2 shock
     2 rather
     2 morbid
     2 who
     2 revulsion
     2 beyond
     2 shivering
     2 possible
     2 kept
     2 our
     2 crouched
     2 we
     2 forgotten
     2 neck
     2 than
     2 came
     2 new
     2 woven
     2 vital
     2 much
     2 screaming
     2 last
     2 hanging
     2 focus
     2 gateway
     2 upstairs
     2 other
     2 nobody
     2 haven't
     2 wildly
     2 strange
     2 isn't
     2 gaze
     2 possibly
     2 hard
     2 waited
     2 slowly
     2 far
     2 soul-trap
     2 kelly
     2 afraid
     2 threatened
     2 mean
     2 began
     2 trying
     2 lights
     2 check
     2 china
     2 yourself
     2 hell
     2 person
     2 dizzy
     2 rage
     2 selfishness
     2 fingers
     2 pressed
     2 mantel
     2 drained
     2 odd
     2 trick
     2 lighter
     2 an'
     2 wickedness
     2 clenched
     2 force
     2 several
     2 worl'
     2 shivered
     2 terror
     2 conscious
     2 trees
     2 very
     2 dress
     2 sun
     2 vision
     2 satan
     2 whiskey
     2 spot
     2 friends
     2 convulsed
     2 pattern
     2 day
     2 chuckle
     2 always
     2 dollars
     2 corner
     2 rag
     2 hand
     2 clear
     2 impossible
     2 once
     2 tried
     2 temples
     2 buried
     2 around
     2 high
     1 haste
     1 lucid
     1 traffickers
     1 proof
     1 stifled
     1 conjure-woman's
     1 hear
     1 show
     1 wash
     1 pleasureable
     1 final
     1 thickly
     1 danger
     1 triumph
     1 envy
     1 hellish
     1 web
     1 dared
     1 doll
     1 driven
     1 heaviness
     1 both
     1 illusion
     1 relief
     1 twisted
     1 superstition
     1 brilliant
     1 dis'
     1 hysterically
     1 demon's
     1 shudder
     1 dimly
     1 doorway
     1 die--
     1 sick
     1 unheeded
     1 vacantly
     1 solidity
     1 ruining
     1 sheer
     1 damn
     1 gate
     1 spotlight
     1 damned
     1 outlines
     1 awkward
     1 bone-white
     1 towering
     1 picked
     1 mysterious
     1 rotting
     1 understand
     1 minded
     1 pride
     1 tensity
     1 symbol
     1 fishy
     1 follow
     1 strength
     1 chair
     1 whut's
     1 draining
     1 fashionable
     1 struggled
     1 reluctant
     1 grown
     1 pretty
     1 whole
     1 needn't
     1 burst
     1 steal
     1 finger
     1 drawing
     1 demanded
     1 shiver
     1 chillingly
     1 threads
     1 fury
     1 shrieking
     1 part
     1 miraculously
     1 pan-pipe
     1 knows
     1 stayed
     1 involuntary
     1 quicksand
     1 thickness
     1 pipe
     1 rode
     1 unbidden
     1 come
     1 conjure-folk
     1 aisles
     1 devil
     1 showcase
     1 toward
     1 homicide
     1 channeled
     1 burning
     1 vanishings
     1 leaving
     1 termed
     1 somehow
     1 carefully
     1 career
     1 pounding
     1 funny
     1 seemed
     1 worried
     1 commeroi's
     1 happiness
     1 occurred
     1 reluctantly
     1 except
     1 murdered
     1 permanently
     1 sporting
     1 hung
     1 ripple
     1 curb
     1 salary
     1 wanted
     1 thickening
     1 smug
     1 broken
     1 sharp
     1 gnarled
     1 welling
     1 followed
     1 approaching
     1 plunged
     1 bootblack's
     1 form
     1 subconscious
     1 priest
     1 fiendish
     1 lighting
     1 veins
     1 surely
     1 remember
     1 lawd
     1 hut
     1 having
     1 ah'm
     1 question
     1 lied
     1 shellacked
     1 testified
     1 banished
     1 pay
     1 cut
     1 papers
     1 haphazard
     1 dyes
     1 finishes
     1 complications
     1 shape
     1 peach
     1 grilling
     1 musicales
     1 conjure-woman
     1 ultraviolet
     1 round
     1 jus'
     1 you'll
     1 ghoulish
     1 maddening
     1 violently
     1 mists
     1 whirl
     1 has
     1 rustled
     1 ken
     1 grunted
     1 bus'
     1 frown
     1 desperate
     1 band
     1 library
     1 week
     1 lamp
     1 ugh
     1 fastened
     1 ice
     1 swap
     1 nodded
     1 nearby
     1 effect
     1 moved
     1 backs
     1 sudden
     1 adjoining
     1 startled
     1 lydell's
     1 shrugged
     1 placed
     1 shouted
     1 publicity
     1 beauty
     1 perfection
     1 cloak
     1 fight
     1 certain
     1 semi-alcoholic
     1 york
     1 colored
     1 should
     1 promised
     1 answered
     1 men
     1 curled
     1 helpless
     1 unerringly
     1 ignorant
     1 senseless
     1 physical
     1 hog-wallow
     1 speaking
     1 grip
     1 mine
     1 let's
     1 turmoil
     1 involuntarily
     1 parting
     1 disrupted
     1 marry
     1 snow-water
     1 patternless
     1 disappear
     1 half-empty
     1 wished
     1 pounded
     1 coldly
     1 anybody
     1 scrap
     1 tear
     1 mistaken
     1 abuse
     1 hate's
     1 assurance
     1 care
     1 beginning
     1 shuddered
     1 slow
     1 awry
     1 disappearance
     1 beside
     1 silver
     1 together
     1 normal
     1 art
     1 poked
     1 feelings
     1 foolish
     1 happened
     1 answer
     1 disengaged
     1 getting
     1 decent
     1 central
     1 temperatures
     1 nag
     1 lead
     1 fiecely
     1 openly
     1 heaven
     1 ringed
     1 forever
     1 clashed
     1 civilized
     1 babblings
     1 pieces
     1 close
     1 implacable
     1 servants
     1 haughty
     1 insists
     1 springy
     1 leering
     1 decision
     1 year
     1 fo
     1 glimpse
     1 foul
     1 private
     1 wind
     1 magnet
     1 forged
     1 nice
     1 became
     1 exactly
     1 traffic
     1 blood
     1 knuckles
     1 stingy
     1 hold
     1 branches
     1 crawl
     1 you've
     1 sepulchral
     1 broke
     1 book
     1 wearily
     1 slid
     1 copied
     1 jail
     1 oddly
     1 suppose
     1 cleaned
     1 single
     1 fad
     1 gap
     1 clearly
     1 lost
     1 watched
     1 touch
     1 alive
     1 cared
     1 cosmic
     1 myself
     1 feverish
     1 trip
     1 conjure-people
     1 she's
     1 apologizing
     1 weird
     1 pale
     1 bank
     1 perfectly
     1 asked
     1 idea
     1 drowsily
     1 hearth
     1 used
     1 story
     1 unpleasant
     1 beneath
     1 mirrors
     1 abrupt
     1 influence
     1 called
     1 unnatural
     1 auctioneer's
     1 brushed
     1 nightfall
     1 point
     1 pull
     1 small
     1 repeated
     1 furnishings
     1 minute
     1 extravagance
     1 vain
     1 pause
     1 cursed
     1 tossing
     1 dryly
     1 these
     1 drove
     1 ray
     1 lured
     1 dali
     1 glance
     1 size
     1 invisible
     1 gold
     1 glinted
     1 self-defense
     1 unlike
     1 thinking-
     1 attacked
     1 she'd
     1 crossed
     1 shake
     1 lap
     1 times
     1 it'll
     1 barrier
     1 clearer
     1 ecstasy
     1 strove
     1 condemned
     1 silly
     1 wild
     1 trouble
     1 steering
     1 treated
     1 overdressed
     1 expensively-gloved
     1 suspicion
     1 wildness
     1 gratitude
     1 heaped
     1 saying
     1 grounds
     1 byes
     1 temptred
     1 rug
     1 table
     1 unrolled
     1 real
     1 blink
     1 appreciate
     1 uneasy
     1 formless
     1 universe
     1 dense
     1 afford
     1 bottom
     1 absence
     1 stuff
     1 hope
     1 bond
     1 mingled
     1 bonds
     1 whispering
     1 rolled
     1 smugly
     1 grooved
     1 jokes
     1 dream
     1 frantically
     1 exclaimed
     1 fat
     1 talking
     1 thirteen
     1 mocking
     1 quick
     1 account
     1 they'd
     1 jut
     1 questions
     1 sins
     1 wherein
     1 stupidity
     1 laughin'
     1 unimagined
     1 payment
     1 dropping
     1 pictures
     1 prosecute
     1 surprisingly
     1 amulet
     1 blotting
     1 copy
     1 weaver
     1 breathing
     1 sensible
     1 difference
     1 nonsense
     1 someone
     1 herself
     1 maid
     1 nose
     1 expensive
     1 screamed
     1 start
     1 nod
     1 changed
     1 anyone
     1 material
     1 stop
     1 stamp
     1 hat
     1 reedy
     1 insane
     1 recall
     1 making
     1 west
     1 yo'
     1 cleared
     1 hysterical
     1 atom
     1 prompted
     1 flat
     1 pen
     1 decided
     1 paper
     1 fate
     1 frightened
     1 intended
     1 recognizable
     1 spreading
     1 themselves
     1 middle
     1 lustre
     1 fabric
     1 denials
     1 clothes
     1 missing
     1 keen
     1 peculiar
     1 sighed
     1 steady
     1 hastened
     1 healthy
     1 colors
     1 course
     1 freeze
     1 glanced
     1 grabbing
     1 questioning
     1 soft
     1 crazy
     1 cot
     1 frantic
     1 fascination
     1 beam
     1 allowance
     1 trousseau
     1 weakness
     1 hurry
     1 hint
     1 seed
     1 soul-satisfying
     1 priest's
     1 wrists
     1 impulse
     1 fished
     1 managed
     1 dizzily
     1 best
     1 aloud
     1 breaking
     1 wrenching
     1 bartering
     1 shot
     1 light-headed
     1 ruined
     1 saner
     1 blending
     1 butler
     1 quarrel
     1 fun
     1 sanity
     1 coiled
     1 suddenly
     1 t'ain't
     1 tottered
     1 alter
     1 shooting
     1 words
     1 clothing
     1 weighted
     1 fool
     1 consuming
     1 dey
     1 spent
     1 magic
     1 brain
     1 curiosity
     1 react
     1 forget
     1 soul-mist
     1 faced
     1 police
     1 told
     1 coherence
     1 famous
     1 to--to
     1 russet
     1 fighting
     1 waking
     1 utterly
     1 hammered
     1 raged
     1 ankles
     1 young
     1 print
     1 mussy
     1 sneered
     1 inexorably
     1 red
     1 car
     1 created
     1 hours
     1 anyway
     1 whoever
     1 during
     1 shaped
     1 darkness
     1 lady
     1 admitting
     1 open
     1 mask
     1 dog
     1 lydell
     1 paused
     1 listening
     1 interminable
     1 fairly
     1 ravings
     1 lip
     1 caught
     1 wild-eyed
     1 pity
     1 coupe
     1 panting
     1 emotional
     1 nerves
     1 made-up
     1 blue
     1 conjures
     1 normality
     1 happening
     1 month
     1 litany
     1 unhealthy
     1 tightened
     1 stand
     1 dem
     1 grimly
     1 places
     1 indisputable
     1 constriction
     1 prove
     1 rhythm
     1 maybe
     1 oughts
     1 crawled
     1 sensation
     1 befo'
     1 sane
     1 thoughts
     1 achieved
     1 letting
     1 deepened
     1 opened
     1 added
     1 branching
     1 bewildered
     1 parlors
     1 breeze
     1 snapped
     1 fit
     1 wigs
     1 awake
     1 exquisite
     1 careful
     1 nex'
     1 texture
     1 feel
     1 welfare
     1 treat
     1 talked
     1 second
     1 hater
     1 wizards
     1 generous
     1 repercussions
     1 abnormal
     1 three
     1 prophesied
     1 complaint
     1 swayed
     1 deny
     1 shaft
     1 reeled
     1 guiltily
     1 smile
     1 languid
     1 appearances
     1 doubt
     1 thudding
     1 hidden
     1 onstrosity
     1 breakfast
     1 tonight
     1 command
     1 skin
     1 swelled
     1 clawed
     1 moon
     1 groaned
     1 paced
     1 loosiana
     1 till
     1 recovered
     1 pitch
     1 agreeable
     1 snare
     1 remembered
     1 cloth
     1 loose
     1 mustn't
     1 tapestry's
     1 shade
     1 born
     1 shuddering
     1 recoiled
     1 truth
     1 women
     1 taking
     1 imagination
     1 using
     1 hole
     1 signal
     1 gibberings
     1 since
     1 darkly
     1 admitted
     1 mounting
     1 glad
     1 redone
     1 unable
     1 dressed
     1 thread
     1 declare
     1 store
     1 ranting
     1 o'
     1 lodging
     1 tiny
     1 legal
     1 level
     1 troubled
     1 entangling
     1 struggle
     1 studded
     1 empty
     1 mother
     1 longer
     1 delays
     1 nor
     1 looks
     1 obliquely
     1 reveal
     1 unmistakable
     1 crisp
     1 roses
     1 step
     1 asylum
     1 unknown
     1 shaking
     1 dread
     1 sort
     1 awaken
     1 ask
     1 strait-jacket
     1 pure
     1 inevitable
     1 torn
     1 take
     1 uncompromising
     1 cigarette
     1 window
     1 icily--
     1 heavy
     1 relaxed
     1 bathed
     1 bursting
     1 common
     1 driving
     1 enjoy
     1 momentary
     1 clung
     1 swamps
     1 completely
     1 domination
     1 paid
     1 reddened
     1 name
     1 contorted
     1 door
     1 sleeping
     1 learn
     1 vertigo
     1 dimmed
     1 sin
     1 starting
     1 greed
     1 latest
     1 gloating
     1 mark
     1 brown
     1 remain
     1 stupid
     1 frowned
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  551 the
     313 and
     208 of
     194 to
     191 a
     177 he
     126 in
     123 was
     103 it
     86 flin
     81 with
     77 that
     71 his
     71 they
     70 had
     67 said
     64 on
     64 you
     63 i
     58 were
     54 not
     53 her
     50 ruvi
     50 them
     49 as
     49 but
     47 there
     46 out
     41 him
     41 at
     39 we
     39 car
     37 for
     36 from
     36 be
     35 one
     34 man
     34 all
     33 over
     32 she
     31 now
     30 like
     30 men
     29 so
     28 by
     28 their
     27 way
     27 this
     26 what
     25 don't
     25 into
     24 did
     24 see
     24 could
     23 up
     23 road
     23 have
     22 or
     22 would
     20 around
     18 right
     18 any
     18 just
     18 got
     17 an
     17 back
     17 if
     17 here
     17 get
     17 is
     16 only
     16 own
     16 long
     16 then
     16 through
     16 people
     16 been
     15 no
     15 go
     15 more
     15 down
     15 voice
     15 other
     14 jed
     14 turned
     14 about
     14 do
     14 going
     14 its
     13 away
     13 where
     13 big
     13 us
     13 well
     13 very
     13 before
     12 i'm
     12 your
     12 street
     12 know
     12 made
     12 trees
     12 which
     12 head
     11 white
     11 something
     11 shaw
     11 face
     11 little
     11 say
     11 again
     11 young
     11 are
     11 light
     11 hand
     10 even
     10 hot
     10 come
     10 off
     10 sherbondy
     10 still
     10 never
     10 ain't
     10 came
     10 slowly
     10 too
     10 eyes
     10 took
     10 two
     10 anything
     9 crowd
     9 make
     9 ahead
     9 how
     9 it's
     9 let
     9 thought
     9 looked
     9 done
     9 when
     9 who
     9 went
     9 front
     9 things
     9 across
     9 falls
     9 town
     8 understand
     8 passed
     8 forward
     8 good
     8 some
     8 seemed
     8 hotel
     8 laughter
     8 grand
     8 stopped
     8 moving
     8 these
     8 matter
     8 green
     8 dark
     8 our
     8 than
     8 after
     8 against
     8 earth
     8 red
     8 we're
     8 felt
     8 take
     8 door
     7 hear
     7 already
     7 that's
     7 under
     7 toward
     7 ones
     7 woods
     7 somebody
     7 time
     7 knew
     7 houses
     7 hands
     7 my
     7 himself
     7 low
     7 me
     7 valley
     7 great
     7 next
     7 hard
     7 began
     7 think
     7 run
     7 though
     7 federation
     6 ran
     6 yellow
     6 flin's
     6 behind
     6 sure
     6 wide
     6 seen
     6 struck
     6 pain
     6 human
     6 place
     6 center
     6 lesson
     6 pushed
     6 beside
     6 seat
     6 among
     6 worlds
     6 bent
     6 walked
     6 can't
     6 side
     6 weather-control
     6 along
     6 trouble
     6 want
     6 soon
     6 smiled
     6 look
     6 stop
     6 judge
     6 gray-haired
     6 why
     6 another
     6 air
     6 far
     6 places
     6 home
     6 might
     6 full
     6 yet
     6 women
     6 faces
     6 first
     5 can
     5 niggers
     5 tunic
     5 brick
     5 woman
     5 kind
     5 ridges
     5 different
     5 thrust
     5 stay
     5 perhaps
     5 itself
     5 life
     5 sky
     5 arm
     5 together
     5 find
     5 will
     5 i'll
     5 didn't
     5 because
     5 ground
     5 reached
     5 called
     5 drove
     5 thing
     5 keep
     5 real
     5 country
     5 galactic
     5 god
     5 narrow
     5 onto
     5 most
     5 probably
     5 colors
     5 strange
     5 afraid
     5 closed
     5 few
     5 open
     5 grass
     5 legs
     5 started
     5 chain
     5 greenie
     5 corner
     5 shook
     5 found
     5 quiet
     5 five
     5 tell
     5 pump
     5 high
     4 breath
     4 folks
     4 damn
     4 without
     4 they're
     4 pretty
     4 whole
     4 voices
     4 part
     4 leaving
     4 wanted
     4 windows
     4 pushing
     4 moved
     4 lay
     4 land
     4 hide
     4 city
     4 throttle
     4 let's
     4 control
     4 tibbs
     4 feet
     4 spoke
     4 getting
     4 built
     4 reverend
     4 half
     4 close
     4 blood
     4 gonna
     4 put
     4 pulled
     4 native
     4 wife
     4 night
     4 closer
     4 enough
     4 gold
     4 steadily
     4 wild
     4 local
     4 better
     4 building
     4 holding
     4 laws
     4 wrong
     4 beyond
     4 kept
     4 natives
     4 much
     4 last
     4 themselves
     4 else
     4 inside
     4 friendly
     4 world
     4 rough
     4 standing
     4 suddenly
     4 lot
     4 planet
     4 lights
     4 ruvi's
     4 towns
     4 nothing
     4 lighted
     4 old
     4 whispered
     4 three
     4 feeling
     4 hey
     4 sun
     4 between
     4 am
     4 ever
     4 always
     4 color
     4 heavy
     4 driving
     4 looking
     4 sides
     4 years
     4 room
     3 gone
     3 knots
     3 show
     3 teach
     3 rainbow
     3 both
     3 thunder
     3 pulling
     3 fire
     3 hair
     3 technicians
     3 past
     3 gave
     3 balcony
     3 harder
     3 buildings
     3 beautiful
     3 continued
     3 fields
     3 you're
     3 left
     3 sometimes
     3 heard
     3 tall
     3 hung
     3 teevee
     3 tavern
     3 broken
     3 followed
     3 stood
     3 meant
     3 give
     3 walk
     3 number
     3 question
     3 sound
     3 evil
     3 until
     3 alien
     3 curls
     3 nodded
     3 sudden
     3 thank
     3 colored
     3 contact
     3 threw
     3 speaking
     3 flowers
     3 black
     3 below
     3 oh
     3 drive
     3 every
     3 mass
     3 stones
     3 silence
     3 quite
     3 sweat
     3 sat
     3 hold
     3 same
     3 space
     3 fuel
     3 suppose
     3 must
     3 body
     3 shoulder
     3 says
     3 used
     3 steps
     3 scared
     3 uneven
     3 yes
     3 laughed
     3 small
     3 held
     3 try
     3 either
     3 it'll
     3 saw
     3 won't
     3 really
     3 cities
     3 speed
     3 pass
     3 doing
     3 smell
     3 rolled
     3 questions
     3 group
     3 tilted
     3 groups
     3 there's
     3 strong
     3 shoulders
     3 grew
     3 begin
     3 i've
     3 glanced
     3 boys
     3 isn't
     3 filled
     3 trying
     3 river
     3 hell
     3 pointing
     3 need
     3 policeman
     3 main
     3 blue
     3 somewhere
     3 subject
     3 moment
     3 thick
     3 please
     3 several
     3 feel
     3 lobby
     3 attention
     3 goddam
     3 hardly
     3 skin
     3 deep
     3 others
     3 sent
     3 day
     3 since
     3 wooden
     3 stream
     3 quickly
     3 shaking
     3 clear
     3 tried
     3 seem
     3 desk
     3 helped
     3 gleaming
     2 crest
     2 smells
     2 cool
     2 crowding
     2 roadhouse
     2 ashamed
     2 wheel
     2 roared
     2 arms
     2 job
     2 wonder
     2 sight
     2 drinking
     2 tree
     2 age
     2 higher
     2 late
     2 necessary
     2 four
     2 watching
     2 nervous
     2 metal
     2 rained
     2 splendid
     2 lurching
     2 chair
     2 eggs
     2 shadows
     2 smoke
     2 strongly
     2 grown
     2 burst
     2 lying
     2 loudly
     2 money
     2 integrate
     2 hoped
     2 curious
     2 fury
     2 neither
     2 red-faced
     2 less
     2 almost
     2 patch's
     2 died
     2 refusing
     2 liked
     2 liquor
     2 hitting
     2 music
     2 carefully
     2 barely
     2 garage
     2 laughing
     2 mind
     2 miniseeders
     2 sounded
     2 worried
     2 muttered
     2 except
     2 curb
     2 sharp
     2 straight
     2 being
     2 lie
     2 walls
     2 undergrowth
     2 remember
     2 admit
     2 animals
     2 rangy
     2 pockets
     2 sam
     2 jed's
     2 dangerous
     2 forth
     2 dripping
     2 cry
     2 has
     2 bottle
     2 politely
     2 we'd
     2 you'd
     2 berm
     2 enthusiasm
     2 booming
     2 backs
     2 shouted
     2 supported
     2 top
     2 certain
     2 bunch
     2 government
     2 should
     2 heads
     2 glistened
     2 sonofabitch
     2 peering
     2 everything
     2 countless
     2 important
     2 complete
     2 hate
     2 speak
     2 talk
     2 easily
     2 ships
     2 language
     2 sherbondy's
     2 outrage
     2 care
     2 beginning
     2 mouth
     2 girls
     2 purple
     2 wound
     2 feelings
     2 happened
     2 answer
     2 distance
     2 civilization
     2 movement
     2 large
     2 lead
     2 thinking
     2 water
     2 fall
     2 stories
     2 bastards
     2 whether
     2 forever
     2 neon
     2 sprang
     2 civilized
     2 we've
     2 jumped
     2 rain
     2 future
     2 exactly
     2 amen
     2 tired
     2 six
     2 slower
     2 license
     2 motor
     2 weeds
     2 dinner
     2 attack
     2 children
     2 vines
     2 single
     2 swung
     2 clearly
     2 watched
     2 within
     2 trip
     2 she's
     2 vehicle
     2 spurt
     2 smaller
     2 true
     2 responsible
     2 believe
     2 solid
     2 sign
     2 cried
     2 point
     2 nearly
     2 minute
     2 finally
     2 hatred
     2 weather
     2 supposed
     2 safety
     2 loneliness
     2 brought
     2 peaceful
     2 yelled
     2 married
     2 seeing
     2 identify
     2 sensed
     2 curiously
     2 evening
     2 survey
     2 blocked
     2 huge
     2 global
     2 ourselves
     2 bottom
     2 rather
     2 hope
     2 bath
     2 brake
     2 talking
     2 operated
     2 wearing
     2 dusk
     2 later
     2 nigger
     2 jack
     2 dusty
     2 someone
     2 new
     2 start
     2 leaning
     2 anyone
     2 pillars
     2 ceiling
     2 roof
     2 hat
     2 horn
     2 quietly
     2 plates
     2 absolutely
     2 making
     2 cleared
     2 flat
     2 decided
     2 frightened
     2 shouting
     2 sighed
     2 steady
     2 ditch
     2 stamped
     2 fans
     2 consider
     2 what's
     2 lookit
     2 flashed
     2 various
     2 managed
     2 waited
     2 anger
     2 especially
     2 eased
     2 crowds
     2 coming
     2 edge
     2 guess
     2 decades
     2 quarrel
     2 member
     2 angry
     2 reason
     2 lightning
     2 bill
     2 clouds
     2 pointed
     2 silvery
     2 above
     2 noise
     2 studied
     2 bit
     2 villages
     2 birds
     2 told
     2 yourselves
     2 systems
     2 spun
     2 created
     2 fingers
     2 darkness
     2 painted
     2 waving
     2 punched
     2 pressed
     2 who's
     2 stand
     2 grimly
     2 heat
     2 rank
     2 sooner
     2 prove
     2 animal
     2 primitive
     2 stared
     2 hadn't
     2 opened
     2 signs
     2 sense
     2 force
     2 breeze
     2 driver
     2 second
     2 each
     2 hidden
     2 shawl
     2 accommodations
     2 tramped
     2 suit
     2 bright
     2 slowing
     2 gesture
     2 saturated
     2 fully
     2 able
     2 tone
     2 crash
     2 mike
     2 apparently
     2 tiny
     2 level
     2 covered
     2 empty
     2 nor
     2 looks
     2 anywhere
     2 ought
     2 charged
     2 centuries
     2 fringe
     2 sort
     2 staring
     2 attracting
     2 ask
     2 once
     2 scattered
     2 noticed
     2 task
     2 gently
     2 extremely
     2 shirt
     2 short
     2 name
     2 standard
     1 dwelling
     1 taken
     1 counted
     1 experts
     1 wait
     1 favor
     1 lantern-jawed
     1 satisfying
     1 fair
     1 advise
     1 reproach
     1 education
     1 truck
     1 lack
     1 dwelling-house
     1 rose
     1 knowledge
     1 heavily
     1 triumph
     1 deal
     1 meantime
     1 whenever
     1 radical
     1 religion
     1 protected
     1 flew
     1 flashing
     1 they'll
     1 coiffures
     1 wet
     1 twisted
     1 anxious
     1 countryside
     1 object
     1 rhythmic
     1 bad
     1 hells
     1 foot
     1 idlers
     1 dimly
     1 loveliest
     1 fret
     1 doorway
     1 somewheres
     1 fix
     1 sick
     1 graceful
     1 experience
     1 individual
     1 apology
     1 luck
     1 witnesses
     1 risen
     1 glint
     1 leading
     1 ruthless
     1 he's
     1 temple
     1 hya-hoo
     1 cliff
     1 opponent
     1 bare
     1 surprised
     1 wanting
     1 considerably
     1 swerved
     1 act
     1 throw
     1 editorials
     1 ramshackle
     1 thrown
     1 rasping
     1 identified
     1 fast
     1 peeling
     1 sincere
     1 cigarettes
     1 populations
     1 series
     1 hostile
     1 recipients
     1 those
     1 manned
     1 original
     1 splashed
     1 picked
     1 dirty
     1 months
     1 law
     1 move
     1 mouths
     1 enormous
     1 superior
     1 accepted
     1 throats
     1 cumbersome
     1 earliest
     1 growling
     1 tank
     1 practice
     1 outsiders
     1 sorry
     1 definitely
     1 whistled
     1 irrational
     1 fenders
     1 uncut
     1 interested
     1 pungence
     1 integration
     1 victims
     1 hearty
     1 underneath
     1 child
     1 licensed
     1 sturdy
     1 send
     1 cautiously
     1 badge
     1 air-cars
     1 couples
     1 rough-textured
     1 loudness
     1 spittoons
     1 taut
     1 eight
     1 envied
     1 delicate
     1 patterns
     1 thousands
     1 parked
     1 rang
     1 knowingly
     1 mountains
     1 sounds
     1 smoothly
     1 silently
     1 shaw's
     1 beds
     1 stayed
     1 ill
     1 ceaselessly
     1 confused
     1 seven
     1 pasture
     1 pipe
     1 stays
     1 state
     1 banality
     1 tobacco
     1 plenty
     1 many-faceted
     1 boiling
     1 chairs
     1 least
     1 insects
     1 creaked
     1 tighter
     1 cornices
     1 roaring
     1 circle
     1 finding
     1 gaudily
     1 hit
     1 merely
     1 mr
     1 leather
     1 worry
     1 world's
     1 individuals
     1 somehow
     1 bulked
     1 certainly
     1 playing
     1 souls
     1 kinds
     1 career
     1 older
     1 bending
     1 gymnasium
     1 shouldering
     1 carpet
     1 accented
     1 foam
     1 funny
     1 presaging
     1 bolting
     1 occurred
     1 view
     1 write
     1 culture
     1 curve
     1 hooting
     1 worse
     1 holes
     1 doctors
     1 newer
     1 possibilities
     1 scraping
     1 uppity
     1 accomplished
     1 blacks
     1 insolent
     1 suitable
     1 refuse
     1 form
     1 subdued
     1 vanished
     1 lanky
     1 gravel
     1 crowed
     1 hurried
     1 crying
     1 was-ruvi's
     1 moisture
     1 knock
     1 ominous
     1 universal
     1 population
     1 fleet
     1 having
     1 self-same
     1 also
     1 asphalt
     1 mess
     1 enclosed
     1 pay
     1 triumphs
     1 cut
     1 clattering
     1 papers
     1 flattered
     1 receptive
     1 rush
     1 self-gouged
     1 shape
     1 played
     1 discussed
     1 you'll
     1 twice
     1 hills
     1 bright-colored
     1 grunted
     1 glorious
     1 lust
     1 boiled
     1 everything's
     1 rid
     1 desperate
     1 throat
     1 coarse
     1 curtain
     1 banks
     1 fellow
     1 personnel
     1 ice
     1 observed
     1 abominably
     1 torrents
     1 downpour
     1 drop-off
     1 bet
     1 slouch
     1 particularly
     1 effect
     1 southwest
     1 entrance
     1 suggestive
     1 reinforced
     1 instruction
     1 resolving
     1 car'n
     1 drifting
     1 startled
     1 learned
     1 obviously
     1 mighty
     1 practical
     1 charges
     1 elaborate
     1 urban
     1 swiftness
     1 setting
     1 picking
     1 situation
     1 note
     1 directly
     1 blowing
     1 grass-blades
     1 stink
     1 bar
     1 taught
     1 nellis
     1 cosmopolitan
     1 waiting
     1 doors
     1 tabus
     1 word
     1 stare
     1 punish
     1 slide
     1 whipping
     1 dashboard
     1 crooked
     1 fled
     1 ceremonial
     1 performed
     1 physical
     1 business
     1 cornice
     1 girl
     1 wondered
     1 tempered
     1 flutter
     1 grip
     1 add
     1 slumbrous
     1 skidded
     1 torrent
     1 pants
     1 religious
     1 wood
     1 mock
     1 call
     1 environment
     1 hard-shod
     1 heavy-breasted
     1 strangling
     1 gasping
     1 federation-trained
     1 contained
     1 opposite
     1 beast
     1 showing
     1 matched
     1 clean
     1 soiled
     1 sometime
     1 permanent
     1 nowhere
     1 high-pitched
     1 terrible
     1 squinting
     1 brass
     1 slow
     1 highly
     1 mintaka
     1 injury
     1 family
     1 silver
     1 facing
     1 lean
     1 habita
     1 crude
     1 dead
     1 cold
     1 normal
     1 circles
     1 handful
     1 hotter
     1 gravelled
     1 moths
     1 meddled
     1 advised
     1 station
     1 clash
     1 licked
     1 poked
     1 slim
     1 farm
     1 frame
     1 ease
     1 literally
     1 scriptures
     1 violent
     1 treatment
     1 gathered
     1 trembling
     1 tion
     1 impress
     1 leaves
     1 yell
     1 hollow
     1 tend
     1 mechanism
     1 plush
     1 heart
     1 channels
     1 authoritative
     1 apiece
     1 engineering
     1 eradicate
     1 wheeling
     1 shrill
     1 surveys
     1 sprung
     1 surged
     1 uprooted
     1 hearing
     1 promise
     1 minor
     1 efficient
     1 available
     1 brawling
     1 block
     1 however
     1 hurling
     1 brief
     1 rooms
     1 drowned
     1 shadow
     1 considered
     1 stride
     1 native-born
     1 thousand
     1 foul
     1 direction
     1 vertical
     1 placidity
     1 spivey
     1 nice
     1 tight
     1 became
     1 stars
     1 wilderness
     1 beaten
     1 immediatejob
     1 doubtfully
     1 disturbing
     1 trampling
     1 jeds
     1 knuckles
     1 pardon
     1 enabled
     1 loping
     1 offices
     1 savagely
     1 flanks
     1 midway
     1 raw
     1 conform
     1 difficulty
     1 flowed
     1 earth's
     1 prayed
     1 branches
     1 glints
     1 ass
     1 smelled
     1 shining
     1 separate
     1 chattering
     1 book
     1 coped
     1 roofs
     1 slid
     1 acceptable
     1 female
     1 expert
     1 incident
     1 branch
     1 offer
     1 breathe
     1 urgent
     1 science's
     1 hemming
     1 mood
     1 kidding
     1 ruffled
     1 queer
     1 sections
     1 four-man
     1 drew
     1 queerly
     1 gap
     1 compartment
     1 faded
     1 celebrities
     1 veiled
     1 gauge
     1 scurrying
     1 touch
     1 limited
     1 straightening
     1 tearing
     1 solemn
     1 somewhat
     1 myself
     1 track
     1 hurrying
     1 weird
     1 shaggy
     1 bank
     1 youth
     1 perfectly
     1 asked
     1 spite
     1 straightened
     1 newspapers
     1 intersection
     1 vehicles
     1 decrease
     1 unreasonable
     1 honor
     1 broad
     1 overtook
     1 whites
     1 criticize
     1 background
     1 beneath
     1 familiarize
     1 argue
     1 goodbye
     1 starkly
     1 accept
     1 unimportant
     1 aren't
     1 degrade
     1 crudely
     1 names
     1 crowded
     1 indignation
     1 doesn't
     1 clumsy
     1 briefly
     1 game
     1 reading
     1 repeated
     1 while
     1 dazed
     1 orchards
     1 developed
     1 purposes
     1 formal
     1 fell
     1 stepping
     1 fog
     1 statement
     1 joined
     1 clammy
     1 vacuums
     1 skies
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 tunnel
     1 cloud
     1 vocal
     1 dreadfully
     1 chance
     1 simply
     1 commit
     1 fumbled
     1 educators
     1 extending
     1 sunburned
     1 hang
     1 listen
     1 pulpit
     1 jacket
     1 lap
     1 times
     1 feared
     1 fought
     1 checked
     1 team
     1 lantern
     1 noises
     1 decay
     1 totally
     1 calm
     1 twenty
     1 curves
     1 theatre
     1 interesting
     1 fiercely
     1 sheets
     1 farther
     1 cackling
     1 pitchforked
     1 importance
     1 ear
     1 twenty-four
     1 win
     1 undiluted
     1 stone
     1 yours
     1 echoing
     1 grounds
     1 fold
     1 position
     1 happy
     1 slicked
     1 serving
     1 bounded
     1 vast
     1 obvious
     1 realizing
     1 polite
     1 research
     1 whatcha
     1 arrived
     1 icy
     1 eventually
     1 garments
     1 male
     1 eating
     1 sobbing
     1 adopted
     1 universe
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 2267 the
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     937 to
     894 a
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     854 it
     706 he
     623 was
     492 kirby
     478 in
     441 that
     413 you
     367 they
     364 said
     332 i
     320 had
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     285 his
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     235 all
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     204 were
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     173 up
     172 as
     167 him
     162 shari
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     80 would
     79 right
     79 us
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     68 nothing
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     63 still
     63 looked
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     63 very
     62 something
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     57 because
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     56 through
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     53 head
     52 can't
     51 come
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     51 want
     51 little
     50 than
     49 voice
     48 that's
     48 around
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     47 some
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     47 much
     46 my
     46 didn't
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     45 well
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     36 anything
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     35 between
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     34 stopped
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     33 without
     33 toward
     33 let
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     32 young
     31 together
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     31 far
     30 fast
     30 left
     30 government
     30 every
     30 small
     30 these
     30 forest
     30 ever
     29 hear
     29 place
     29 eyes
     29 take
     28 they're
     28 seemed
     28 human
     28 close
     28 hard
     28 though
     28 fenner
     28 looking
     27 almost
     27 face
     27 find
     27 inside
     27 women
     27 shook
     26 has
     26 turned
     26 i'll
     26 space
     26 children
     25 same
     25 put
     25 saw
     25 started
     25 light
     25 felt
     25 barstow
     25 once
     24 heard
     24 ships
     24 oh
     24 cold
     24 many
     24 davenport
     24 another
     24 three
     23 b
     23 behind
     23 whole
     23 waiting
     23 shari's
     23 control
     23 sat
     23 must
     23 asked
     23 while
     23 better
     23 suddenly
     23 day
     23 tell
     22 big
     22 give
     22 sound
     22 feet
     22 minute
     22 port
     22 radio
     22 i've
     22 air
     22 trying
     22 open
     22 we're
     22 maybe
     21 gone
     21 march
     21 moved
     21 water
     21 stars
     21 ground
     21 try
     21 along
     21 keep
     21 wasn't
     21 bridge
     21 told
     21 darkness
     21 across
     20 those
     20 seen
     20 life
     20 half
     20 done
     20 matter
     20 say
     20 afraid
     20 words
     20 feel
     20 work
     20 quiet
     19 forward
     19 wanted
     19 remember
     19 lay
     19 thinking
     19 wind
     19 hold
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     19 else
     19 use
     19 deck
     19 landing
     19 yet
     19 which
     19 tried
     18 rockets
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     18 except
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     18 yes
     18 ladder
     18 against
     18 second
     18 clear
     17 we'll
     17 damn
     17 understand
     17 child
     17 different
     17 everything
     17 spoke
     17 beside
     17 silence
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     17 martian
     17 himself
     17 night
     17 won't
     17 doing
     17 our
     17 last
     17 what's
     17 brain
     16 ahead
     16 somebody
     16 stood
     16 wouldn't
     16 whether
     16 fell
     16 listen
     16 shut
     16 mars
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     16 sally
     16 yeah
     16 isn't
     16 full
     16 deep
     16 bright
     16 since
     16 door
     15 ran
     15 arms
     15 set
     15 plain
     15 woman
     15 ones
     15 carefully
     15 cut
     15 word
     15 power
     15 black
     15 answer
     15 tired
     15 suppose
     15 used
     15 moving
     15 walked
     15 alone
     15 beyond
     15 flier
     15 making
     15 coming
     15 mean
     15 worked
     15 few
     15 outside
     15 anyway
     15 moment
     15 opened
     15 each
     15 couldn't
     14 atoms
     14 metal
     14 move
     14 kids
     14 shaw
     14 should
     14 itself
     14 scared
     14 side
     14 saying
     14 iron
     14 new
     14 nobody
     14 lot
     14 fine
     14 hell
     14 line
     14 run
     14 feeling
     14 always
     14 dust
     14 five
     14 live
     13 wait
     13 already
     13 running
     13 sure
     13 wide
     13 least
     13 you'll
     13 cry
     13 let's
     13 talk
     13 dead
     13 happened
     13 wife
     13 reached
     13 base
     13 held
     13 speed
     13 cargo
     13 slowly
     13 guess
     13 hanawalt
     13 noise
     13 system
     13 thoughts
     13 trees
     13 able
     13 nor
     13 high
     12 em
     12 tree
     12 part
     12 hurt
     12 message
     12 nodded
     12 help
     12 answered
     12 sky
     12 shadow
     12 tight
     12 alive
     12 believe
     12 laughed
     12 die
     12 silent
     12 kept
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     12 fear
     12 reason
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     12 stared
     12 rest
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     12 r-ships
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     12 humans
     11 watching
     11 living
     11 burst
     11 break
     11 muttered
     11 being
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     11 perhaps
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     11 heart
     11 watched
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     11 doesn't
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     11 holding
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     11 themselves
     11 swamp
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     11 unless
     11 joe
     10 taken
     10 death
     10 white
     10 they'll
     10 hot
     10 late
     10 fire
     10 passed
     10 centauri
     10 lying
     10 pain
     10 shape
     10 land
     10 shouted
     10 alpha
     10 center
     10 hate
     10 built
     10 rss-2
     10 single
     10 pulled
     10 bank
     10 low
     10 brought
     10 kahora
     10 farther
     10 sleep
     10 dream
     10 talking
     10 sitting
     10 soon
     10 information
     10 flight
     10 robot
     10 frightened
     10 presently
     10 corridor
     10 showed
     10 days
     10 pointed
     10 whispered
     10 caught
     10 home
     10 free
     10 change
     10 babies
     10 name
     9 r-3's
     9 show
     9 rose
     9 danger
     9 both
     9 thunder
     9 hit
     9 harry
     9 loud
     9 broken
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     9 distance
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     9 espees
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     9 trouble
     9 return
     9 position
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     9 huge
     9 rather
     9 velocity
     9 smiled
     9 quietly
     9 strong
     9 glanced
     9 strange
     9 hurry
     9 fenner's
     9 hesitated
     9 aboard
     9 standing
     9 easy
     9 planet
     9 river
     9 watch
     9 earth
     9 carrying
     9 somewhere
     9 lifted
     9 fires
     9 mile
     9 miles
     9 wish
     9 attention
     9 happen
     9 sent
     9 lives
     9 am
     9 hole
     9 ready
     9 machine
     8 final
     8 wils
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     8 fliers
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     8 end
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     8 shadows
     8 underneath
     8 voices
     8 worry
     8 sounded
     8 cybernetic
     8 figure
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     8 contact
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     8 rocket
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     8 burned
     8 worlds
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     8 body
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     8 true
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     8 hockley
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     8 really
     8 rolled
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     8 possible
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     8 desert
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     8 working
     8 happens
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     8 calling
     8 everybody
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     8 controls
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     8 anywhere
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     7 wonder
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     7 enormous
     7 solar
     7 rang
     7 neither
     7 crowd
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     7 somehow
     7 shocker
     7 followed
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     7 straight
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     7 thrust
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     7 wished
     7 getting
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     7 you've
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     7 knowing
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     7 warm
     7 remembered
     7 orders
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     6 action
     6 damned
     6 sorry
     6 less
     6 circle
     6 died
     6 shift
     6 hung
     6 crying
     6 falling
     6 range
     6 fight
     6 heads
     6 city
     6 sensitive
     6 important
     6 total
     6 coordinates
     6 whatever
     6 anybody
     6 beginning
     6 husbands
     6 ago
     6 movement
     6 large
     6 forever
     6 grow
     6 direction
     6 weren't
     6 slid
     6 myself
     6 pale
     6 relays
     6 steps
     6 aren't
     6 called
     6 locked
     6 repeated
     6 voyage
     6 finally
     6 either
     6 closer
     6 leave
     6 size
     6 fought
     6 yelled
     6 pillar
     6 happy
     6 abruptly
     6 dawn
     6 they'd
     6 switch
     6 begun
     6 neck
     6 data
     6 screamed
     6 wrench
     6 upon
     6 next
     6 shouting
     6 besides
     6 haven't
     6 automatic
     6 field
     6 such
     6 spent
     6 lights
     6 house
     6 but-
     6 bundle
     6 grass
     6 morning
     6 nerves
     6 brains
     6 shockers
     6 security
     6 crawled
     6 understood
     6 shivered
     6 talked
     6 love
     6 hidden
     6 bull
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     6 looks
     6 step
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     6 read
     6 gently
     5 panel
     5 sight
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     5 foot
     5 sick
     5 four
     5 nervous
     5 faster
     5 manned
     5 beautiful
     5 follow
     5 strength
     5 boots
     5 report
     5 mountains
     5 sounds
     5 george
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     5 powerful
     5 sharply
     5 vanished
     5 having
     5 question
     5 pressure
     5 makes
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     5 distant
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     5 sudden
     5 million
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     5 speaking
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     5 explain
     5 slow
     5 dreamed
     5 family
     5 proper
     5 creature
     5 leaves
     5 decision
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     5 warning
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     5 broadcast
     5 wearily
     5 cameras
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     5 beneath
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     5 courage
     5 adult
     5 blackness
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     5 giving
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     5 bottom
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     5 gulf
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     5 effort
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     5 needed
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     5 pointing
     5 ceased
     5 families
     5 atomic
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     5 fingers
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     5 stand
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     5 please
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     5 several
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     5 lock
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     5 equipment
     5 suit
     5 hour
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     5 taking
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     5 shaking
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     5 staring
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     4 heavily
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     4 absolute
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     1 development
     1 mine
     1 under-city
     1 including
     1 two-colored
     1 dynamos
     1 complete
     1 sombre
     1 wood
     1 gut
     1 chosen
     1 t
     1 muscled
     1 sad
     1 lover
     1 warned
     1 complaints
     1 marry
     1 vii
     1 magnified
     1 congenially
     1 here's
     1 quarrelling
     1 shoved
     1 designed
     1 desperately
     1 comes
     1 gestured
     1 ears
     1 not-being
     1 heaving
     1 contempt
     1 docility
     1 smothery
     1 successes
     1 staggering
     1 rippled
     1 purifiers
     1 showing
     1 alternate
     1 language
     1 cruiser
     1 chalk
     1 lesson
     1 drive
     1 alternative
     1 concerned
     1 buy
     1 solitary
     1 mild-natured
     1 float
     1 plasticoid
     1 communicators
     1 morosely
     1 terrible
     1 neighbors
     1 betray
     1 accommodate
     1 barring
     1 floundered
     1 highly
     1 ornithologist
     1 disappearance
     1 mintaka
     1 survive
     1 family
     1 buzzed
     1 unchanged
     1 ages
     1 milling
     1 fiancee
     1 mistake
     1 will'
     1 slip
     1 mass
     1 hound
     1 defined
     1 crude
     1 chart
     1 reputation
     1 petitions
     1 pumping
     1 changing
     1 circles
     1 earned
     1 chill
     1 daring
     1 expansive
     1 purple
     1 head-on
     1 toy
     1 naval
     1 transportation
     1 slumming
     1 feelings
     1 lived
     1 esperanto
     1 starving
     1 evident
     1 waved
     1 slim
     1 glazed
     1 murky
     1 ease
     1 oozes
     1 dwarf
     1 platinum
     1 viewport
     1 attempt
     1 congealed
     1 v
     1 loathed
     1 gathered
     1 abroad
     1 believable
     1 credit
     1 stones
     1 trembling
     1 tilt
     1 expect
     1 rending
     1 louder
     1 seems
     1 purposeful
     1 cursing
     1 wrenchings
     1 pretended
     1 shrilled
     1 forgot
     1 glittering
     1 mechanism
     1 council
     1 gabble
     1 beings
     1 sweats
     1 intuition
     1 furthermore
     1 upheavals
     1 wheeling
     1 bastards
     1 calculator
     1 hearing
     1 sighing
     1 supremacy
     1 remorse
     1 identification
     1 reality
     1 pieces
     1 efficient
     1 drawn
     1 brawling
     1 servants
     1 darker
     1 double
     1 confidential
     1 mission
     1 brief
     1 committing
     1 prepare
     1 decision
     1 net
     1 basins
     1 we've
     1 armored
     1 muscles
     1 considered
     1 jockeys
     1 boring
     1 fierceness
     1 foul
     1 recharge
     1 competitive
     1 interacting
     1 direction
     1 reluctance
     1 deserve
     1 vertical
     1 usually
     1 kindness
     1 secrecy
     1 weren't
     1 fleeting
     1 numbers
     1 thereby
     1 traffic
     1 eh
     1 sluggishly
     1 vou
     1 blanket
     1 hunting
     1 sorority
     1 upthrust
     1 twining
     1 reeks
     1 betrayal
     1 wanbecqs'
     1 immensely
     1 amusing
     1 toes
     1 spectral
     1 pretend
     1 placid
     1 man-made
     1 approached
     1 savagely
     1 locus
     1 bunches
     1 similar
     1 difficulty
     1 summer
     1 bypass
     1 nations
     1 slower
     1 named
     1 disappointment
     1 vertically
     1 them's
     1 operate
     1 prison
     1 larger
     1 7
     1 campaign
     1 doubled
     1 emperors
     1 motor
     1 eaten
     1 guilty
     1 sombrely
     1 separate
     1 sessions
     1 parts
     1 book
     1 wearily
     1 speaks
     1 heralding
     1 won
     1 female
     1 unexplored
     1 walks
     1 gag
     1 billions
     1 branch
     1 motive
     1 squat
     1 adequate
     1 pawnbroker
     1 rumbled
     1 unassimilated
     1 piracy
     1 rents
     1 children
     1 oddly
     1 ranking
     1 leigh
     1 accord
     1 plated
     1 queer
     1 echo
     1 motioned
     1 signature
     1 lockers
     1 boulevards
     1 sets
     1 crackling
     1 youu
     1 ii'i
     1 wonderingly
     1 species
     1 hwtree
     1 straightening
     1 points
     1 consul's
     1 unrest
     1 recessed
     1 rubbing
     1 improperly
     1 pliant
     1 dreams
     1 she's
     1 weird
     1 wear
     1 clad
     1 condition
     1 hocking
     1 trusted
     1 bank
     1 spring
     1 aides
     1 slaughter
     1 relays
     1 dik's
     1 toggle
     1 ren
     1 shouts
     1 steps
     1 unpleasant
     1 considerable
     1 press
     1 responsible
     1 toneless
     1 leaping
     1 beneath
     1 re
     1 sponsorship
     1 enforcement
     1 ii
     1 spur
     1 quivered
     1 unimportant
     1 sign
     1 base
     1 messages
     1 abrupt
     1 endure
     1 ration
     1 verhead
     1 resolve
     1 mesh
     1 communications
     1 blabbed
     1 underwear
     1 crowded
     1 wail
     1 pre-dawn
     1 forehead
     1 indignation
     1 hoisted
     1 dark-bird
     1 obeyed
     1 limits
     1 irishman's
     1 visible
     1 belongings
     1 brightest
     1 jerky
     1 achieving
     1 plant
     1 occured
     1 furnishings
     1 dazed
     1 purposes
     1 claimed
     1 suns
     1 frigid
     1 lose
     1 pause
     1 milky
     1 surrounded
     1 indefinitely
     1 enemy
     1 courage
     1 pod
     1 persistent
     1 peace
     1 hatred
     1 enslave
     1 ate
     1 intellectual
     1 languorous
     1 wept
     1 sprint
     1 tells
     1 utter
     1 cloudlike
     1 sickly-white
     1 snarled
     1 manipulator
     1 overzealous
     1 milkman
     1 roars
     1 chittering
     1 instant
     1 bitterness
     1 attacked
     1 cogs
     1 dealing
     1 beckoning
     1 blower
     1 mean--
     1 she'd
     1 jerked
     1 highest
     1 stinking
     1 butter
     1 watson-durham
     1 flush
     1 circular
     1 lap
     1 repair
     1 soul
     1 feared
     1 fought
     1 wench
     1 cupboards
     1 deaf
     1 million-credit-swindle
     1 h
     1 requests
     1 corporations
     1 men-of
     1 clearer
     1 strained
     1 married
     1 lloyd-this
     1 green-lit
     1 seeing
     1 mural
     1 tinker's
     1 arc
     1 dwarfed
     1 favorite
     1 interesting
     1 fiercely
     1 sheets
     1 surrender
     1 intercept
     1 failed
     1 whom
     1 understandable
     1 gratitude
     1 spend
     1 inform
     1 half-pleasurable
     1 tramp
     1 tightly
     1 wad
     1 gloomy
     1 holding
     1 hissed
     1 uncommon
     1 bounded
     1 pulse
     1 biueness
     1 lofty
     1 burden
     1 real
     1 obvious
     1 smacked
     1 secrets
     1 glow-by
     1 outline
     1 expression
     1 grudging
     1 swooped
     1 narrowed
     1 impatient
     1 bring
     1 laws
     1 cities
     1 sleep
     1 appreciate
     1 icy
     1 people's
     1 overcome
     1 decisions
     1 lest
     1 unimaginable
     1 relax
     1 uneasy
     1 abruptly
     1 located
     1 formless
     1 expectantly
     1 sobbing
     1 nasty
     1 aggression
     1 excitement
     1 pots
     1 aprons
     1 assembly
     1 blur
     1 edges
     1 afford
     1 grateful
     1 amused
     1 infinite
     1 levers
     1 van
     1 shaved
     1 today
     1 conditioning
     1 humming
     1 marriage
     1 mingled
     1 absorb
     1 lane
     1 tools
     1 inherit
     1 furniture
     1 deadly
     1 hill
     1 smoking
     1 dream
     1 spectacle
     1 policed
     1 fat
     1 god
     1 orange
     1 basin
     1 warehouuse
     1 multitude
     1 gravity
     1 ambassadors
     1 planned
     1 escorted
     1 handbag
     1 mutter
     1 janitors
     1 mars
     1 rejecting
     1 fused
     1 oribit
     1 jabber
     1 cupboard
     1 climb
     1 stubby
     1 areaway
     1 prisoned
     1 variety
     1 they'd
     1 bubble
     1 man's
     1 beauutiful
     1 uppermost
     1 swept
     1 begun
     1 grasped
     1 ungrateful
     1 undergarments
     1 soaked
     1 stiff
     1 single-minded
     1 possible
     1 efficiently
     1 proud
     1 seething
     1 flurry
     1 whirled
     1 rancor
     1 prodded
     1 agony
     1 split
     1 where's
     1 cost
     1 backside
     1 roiled
     1 contrast
     1 preferred
     1 button
     1 portent
     1 conniving
     1 goes
     1 zone
     1 crouched
     1 nerve
     1 dropping
     1 stbout
     1 permit
     1 patience
     1 canyons
     1 noticing
     1 implement
     1 walled
     1 viii
     1 proprietor
     1 supplies
     1 prisons
     1 effort
     1 unadorned
     1 suspected
     1 zero
     1 neat
     1 rollers
     1 highway
     1 swine
     1 angles
     1 hopefully
     1 moonrise
     1 chest
     1 vi
     1 ghastly
     1 protect
     1 herself
     1 thoughtfully
     1 moons
     1 squealed
     1 unseen
     1 telling
     1 lithe
     1 returning
     1 entirely
     1 spaces
     1 communication
     1 gentlemen
     1 start
     1 alarmed
     1 jarred
     1 leaning
     1 stricken
     1 antique
     1 dew
     1 herded
     1 acquired
     1 beat
     1 headlong
     1 positions
     1 ram
     1 marks
     1 insides
     1 crumpled
     1 harried
     1 ripe
     1 groups
     1 blob
     1 audio-signal
     1 authorities
     1 hundreds
     1 information
     1 timeless
     1 equipped
     1 slender
     1 storm
     1 delivered
     1 insistent
     1 white-faced
     1 insane
     1 blare
     1 refer
     1 plates
     1 uncountable
     1 uncanny
     1 recall
     1 patches
     1 likewise
     1 producing
     1 sustained
     1 bitterly
     1 advanced
     1 gradations
     1 intention
     1 master
     1 minnow
     1 father's
     1 tliink
     1 john
     1 prompted
     1 misty
     1 splendidly
     1 increasing
     1 tremendous
     1 exotically
     1 cargo
     1 harness
     1 crashing
     1 next
     1 lately
     1 fate
     1 intended
     1 attacking
     1 uh
     1 webbing
     1 choose
     1 hanging
     1 younger
     1 eat
     1 function
     1 resurrected
     1 strangely
     1 reassuring
     1 clothes
     1 hiding
     1 tomorrow
     1 label
     1 disliked
     1 needs
     1 missing
     1 focus
     1 closed-in-looking
     1 pax
     1 butterflies
     1 peculiar
     1 aft
     1 sighed
     1 fancy-exotic
     1 steady
     1 youur
     1 preparing
     1 guests
     1 thumb
     1 elevators
     1 ritual
     1 bronze
     1 awfully
     1 irresolute
     1 jaw
     1 posts
     1 behaviour
     1 zombie
     1 lifeboat's
     1 oxygen-breather
     1 readied
     1 planted
     1 significance
     1 worthy
     1 reward
     1 bulbous
     1 lengthen
     1 necks
     1 allotted
     1 on-off
     1 blabbermouth
     1 ruled
     1 sorrowful
     1 subliminal
     1 mad
     1 fill
     1 mutton
     1 laid
     1 news
     1 muzzle
     1 consciously
     1 row
     1 headquarters
     1 ball
     1 consul
     1 stacked
     1 captivity
     1 frosty
     1 carved
     1 flecks
     1 tails
     1 none
     1 mere
     1 tilings
     1 acts
     1 peered
     1 divided
     1 brighter
     1 depressing
     1 frustration
     1 flashed
     1 early
     1 smooth
     1 undetermined
     1 ribs
     1 gibberish
     1 makeup
     1 examined
     1 various
     1 cant
     1 automatic
     1 oniy
     1 whorl
     1 lurched
     1 errand
     1 hid
     1 terms
     1 attached
     1 rathole
     1 pressurized
     1 avid
     1 creep
     1 you-name-it
     1 raced
     1 hesitated
     1 regard
     1 humanly
     1 plea
     1 brilliantly
     1 battle
     1 harnesses
     1 crimson
     1 quivering
     1 off-brand
     1 kindly
     1 proved
     1 bogeyman
     1 derisive
     1 aloud
     1 againd
     1 blackened
     1 micro-books
     1 outright
     1 agreement
     1 golden
     1 breathlessly
     1 well-fed
     1 assume
     1 youre
     1 matrix
     1 receive
     1 atomics
     1 especially
     1 profits
     1 crowds
     1 bougt
     1 sacrifice
     1 twanglig
     1 panted
     1 gambit
     1 designation
     1 field
     1 cheer
     1 greater
     1 borderline
     1 guess
     1 saddle
     1 grain
     1 fun
     1 quarrel
     1 unspoken
     1 christened
     1 erect
     1 yellow-white
     1 dummy
     1 bruising
     1 scientific
     1 bridge
     1 earthmen
     1 dying
     1 happier
     1 earthly
     1 traitors
     1 days
     1 agonized
     1 brightness
     1 penthouse
     1 words
     1 buttressed
     1 switched
     1 nameless
     1 clothing
     1 agonizing
     1 temperature
     1 concentrates
     1 ttie
     1 masks
     1 urging
     1 consuming
     1 whisper
     1 durl
     1 heated
     1 stick
     1 harm
     1 freezer
     1 stroboscopic
     1 curiosity
     1 grinned
     1 search
     1 gives
     1 gentler
     1 consciousness
     1 particles
     1 citizenship
     1 refit
     1 terminus
     1 stumbling
     1 fatherly
     1 tempting
     1 widened
     1 studied
     1 cracked
     1 unbearable
     1 choked
     1 activity
     1 presence
     1 concourse
     1 circulating
     1 sobered
     1 lonely
     1 absorbing
     1 check
     1 patent
     1 distinctive
     1 afternoon
     1 pairs
     1 front
     1 hailed
     1 amount
     1 marked
     1 police
     1 un-demi-world
     1 gull's
     1 cowls
     1 reverse
     1 price
     1 annunciator
     1 nantans
     1 greenness
     1 spider
     1 forcing
     1 reaches
     1 waking
     1 w
     1 thighs
     1 foretaste
     1 martyred
     1 pouring
     1 majesty
     1 tingling
     1 person
     1 anyplace
     1 hammered
     1 dizzy
     1 hated
     1 pangs
     1 kissed
     1 line
     1 palpitations
     1 patting
     1 inhabitants
     1 giant
     1 ceased
     1 tramplings
     1 limber
     1 andromeda
     1 belief
     1 laugh
     1 snick-snick
     1 knowing
     1 sponge
     1 packages
     1 metabolism
     1 tale
     1 glass-walled
     1 midsummer
     1 flatwise
     1 manufactured
     1 code
     1 substance
     1 claim
     1 set-up
     1 bore
     1 apologize
     1 systems
     1 nantan's
     1 seethed
     1 iridescent
     1 pimps
     1 don
     1 unless
     1 spun
     1 portion
     1 unnaturally
     1 happens
     1 uplifted
     1 greatly
     1 streams
     1 reverberating
     1 barricade
     1 sagging
     1 n
     1 batch
     1 capital
     1 aleck
     1 pretense
     1 steel
     1 clustering
     1 duct
     1 extended
     1 beg
     1 prickling
     1 crops
     1 forms
     1 wiping
     1 blinked
     1 ominously
     1 dog
     1 bundle
     1 lever
     1 paused
     1 interminable
     1 discs
     1 embrace
     1 profited
     1 barred
     1 peep
     1 troops
     1 breathed
     1 monotonously
     1 blundered
     1 blazing
     1 grass
     1 pity
     1 nexus
     1 refresher
     1 filter
     1 directions
     1 emotional
     1 winding
     1 morning
     1 hunched
     1 twined
     1 war-weary
     1 blue
     1 advice
     1 cruising
     1 sorrow
     1 roots
     1 veils
     1 unfunny
     1 asteroid
     1 hah
     1 bio-chemical
     1 conventional
     1 insistently
     1 subject
     1 passionately
     1 inward
     1 preaching
     1 odd
     1 mirror
     1 battery
     1 closing
     1 bombing
     1 hotplate
     1 addition
     1 durhan
     1 ith
     1 risk
     1 clicking
     1 inner
     1 someody
     1 wheat
     1 eerie
     1 triggered
     1 encompassing
     1 safely
     1 hesitantly
     1 belts
     1 crack
     1 prove
     1 trick
     1 scatter
     1 maliciously
     1 speeds
     1 guessed
     1 ringing
     1 dreary
     1 rope
     1 east
     1 ting
     1 unmistakably
     1 roar
     1 games
     1 cheap
     1 english
     1 operation
     1 stupidly
     1 protective
     1 returns
     1 urgently
     1 impact
     1 thoughts
     1 achieved
     1 random
     1 patterned
     1 deck
     1 self-assured
     1 surge
     1 glistening
     1 hammering
     1 lazy
     1 removed
     1 echelons
     1 hairdo
     1 demon
     1 strident
     1 accuracy
     1 types
     1 rested
     1 clenched
     1 hovering
     1 scrabbled
     1 cheerfully
     1 snapped
     1 fit
     1 smeared
     1 careful
     1 peoples
     1 caution
     1 wishes
     1 fatheaded
     1 unhappy
     1 whose
     1 guards
     1 answering
     1 imaginable
     1 underpopulated
     1 minds
     1 terror
     1 generous
     1 lock
     1 tolerance
     1 ways
     1 ambassador
     1 horror
     1 fortunes
     1 skycab
     1 sadness
     1 leaden
     1 swayed
     1 youa
     1 count
     1 designedly
     1 comet
     1 structures
     1 clanging
     1 responding
     1 honesty
     1 smelted
     1 menacing
     1 metallic
     1 nodding
     1 boat
     1 hidden
     1 sourly
     1 bird
     1 glossy
     1 astonishments
     1 corps
     1 joyous
     1 synonymous
     1 sounding
     1 fore
     1 locker
     1 hovered
     1 slob
     1 manhole
     1 brighten
     1 huddled
     1 accommodations
     1 rule
     1 lethal
     1 knocked
     1 cranes
     1 network
     1 glassy
     1 status
     1 blinking
     1 problem
     1 unexpected
     1 dry
     1 strip
     1 moonraker
     1 vapor
     1 partition
     1 equipment
     1 undulated
     1 appetite
     1 deeply
     1 owed
     1 pavement
     1 feelings--
     1 ring
     1 pricked
     1 darling
     1 hunk
     1 lunatic
     1 due
     1 collected
     1 suited
     1 tips
     1 often
     1 vision
     1 cloth
     1 evaluated
     1 push
     1 areas
     1 whiskey
     1 accidents
     1 employers
     1 glory
     1 ited
     1 shade
     1 quadrant
     1 vaguely
     1 eternity
     1 spot
     1 numbered
     1 expressed
     1 recoiled
     1 rack
     1 unbelievingly
     1 slot
     1 feed
     1 convenient
     1 sailing
     1 anti-human
     1 flinched
     1 gesture
     1 dubiously
     1 dismally
     1 topologists
     1 silk
     1 slapping
     1 circulation
     1 women
     1 public
     1 fully
     1 paulsen's
     1 companies
     1 hole
     1 pocket
     1 mildly
     1 darkly
     1 compact
     1 curtained-off
     1 shoes
     1 knocking
     1 anybody's
     1 darted
     1 radar
     1 palely
     1 dogs
     1 tone
     1 chanted
     1 pleasantly
     1 non-oxygen-breather
     1 cosmopolites
     1 mike
     1 pokes
     1 echoed
     1 spare
     1 store
     1 darkbhds
     1 methodically
     1 machinery
     1 tongu
     1 blessed
     1 centrally
     1 troubled
     1 gaping
     1 struggle
     1 dodged
     1 triple
     1 boarded
     1 weighed
     1 joy
     1 four-hour
     1 thief
     1 naughty
     1 hit-and-run
     1 stopping
     1 originally
     1 quiver
     1 nor
     1 swallowed
     1 hardness
     1 nationals
     1 dismissed
     1 blindingly
     1 obliquely
     1 quickly
     1 pique
     1 terminal
     1 served
     1 anywhere
     1 darkened
     1 further
     1 unmistakable
     1 thirty
     1 cocktails
     1 sizes
     1 glowed
     1 madmen
     1 insist
     1 idiotic
     1 step
     1 stridently
     1 collusion
     1 burring
     1 rag
     1 suites
     1 adjust
     1 monkey
     1 weakly
     1 fringe
     1 drank
     1 swallow
     1 tons
     1 torn
     1 rmtked
     1 credits
     1 books
     1 struts
     1 wiry
     1 wings
     1 proudly
     1 unity
     1 graph
     1 purpose
     1 scattered
     1 martie
     1 headed
     1 iv
     1 nyuh
     1 hashish
     1 wherever
     1 shrieked
     1 comer
     1 panorama
     1 irritably
     1 would-be
     1 dominating
     1 driving
     1 heavier
     1 spinning
     1 trundled
     1 lovely
     1 temples
     1 five
     1 task
     1 senses
     1 prepared
     1 shadowy
     1 stage
     1 parklike
     1 sunset
     1 fanatic
     1 horizontally
     1 stifling
     1 completely
     1 corpuscles
     1 paid
     1 third-class
     1 agile
     1 wreckage
     1 hairdressers
     1 gleaming
     1 onracing
     1 investigation
     1 foolishness
     1 naming
     1 oozed
     1 loyal
     1 pigeonhole
     1 burn
     1 starting
     1 huh
     1 emotions
     1 granted
     1 foundation
     1 unfederated
     1 wonderment
     1 hugged
     1 informed
     1 shambles
     1 humorously
     1 sulky
     1 plotting
     1 party
     1 ghosts
     1 demands
     1 freight-belt
     1 prejudice
     1 blankly
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  889 the
     530 and
     414 he
     394 of
     298 to
     263 a
     251 his
     241 was
     172 that
     170 in
     156 him
     150 it
     144 had
     128 conway
     109 with
     104 not
     102 her
     92 as
     90 for
     88 said
     85 i
     83 you
     82 on
     78 she
     70 were
     68 but
     61 they
     60 there
     60 from
     59 at
     56 krah
     56 them
     54 iskar
     52 man
     48 all
     48 into
     47 could
     47 lake
     45 go
     44 up
     43 no
     43 out
     42 back
     42 then
     40 rohan
     40 like
     40 by
     40 old
     39 esmond
     39 have
     38 now
     36 did
     36 father
     36 be
     36 eyes
     35 so
     34 wind
     33 come
     33 time
     33 what
     33 would
     32 gone
     32 came
     32 one
     30 ciel
     29 conna
     29 rand
     28 stood
     28 men
     28 this
     27 down
     27 will
     27 again
     27 is
     27 very
     26 own
     26 forever
     26 do
     26 know
     25 turned
     25 girl
     25 went
     25 marcia
     24 conway's
     24 here
     24 see
     24 though
     23 city
     23 looked
     23 through
     23 dream
     22 valley
     22 we
     22 before
     21 an
     21 still
     21 me
     21 never
     21 their
     21 snow
     21 been
     20 behind
     20 away
     20 long
     20 my
     20 little
     19 your
     19 only
     19 seemed
     19 knew
     19 face
     19 who
     18 something
     18 son
     18 cold
     18 over
     17 white
     17 if
     17 about
     17 beyond
     17 look
     16 some
     16 krah's
     16 let
     16 must
     16 us
     16 going
     16 way
     16 against
     16 slowly
     16 full
     15 where
     15 thought
     15 or
     15 dark
     15 other
     15 strange
     15 fear
     15 around
     14 rose
     14 almost
     14 ice
     14 black
     14 sky
     14 sons
     14 kill
     14 narrow
     14 nothing
     14 light
     14 others
     14 take
     13 left
     13 notes
     13 quite
     13 stars
     13 when
     13 saw
     13 after
     13 why
     13 suddenly
     13 began
     13 caught
     13 moment
     13 deep
     13 head
     12 can
     12 any
     12 more
     12 spoke
     12 heart
     12 stone
     12 its
     12 waited
     12 too
     12 took
     12 yet
     12 between
     12 clear
     12 first
     11 under
     11 place
     11 should
     11 everything
     11 furs
     11 upon
     11 last
     11 world
     11 forget
     11 think
     11 earth
     11 ever
     11 name
     11 years
     10 without
     10 child
     10 forward
     10 make
     10 cry
     10 curtain
     10 waiting
     10 slipped
     10 life
     10 arm
     10 lost
     10 held
     10 many
     10 alone
     10 wall
     10 father's
     10 another
     10 hard
     10 words
     10 hand
     10 found
     10 across
     9 ran
     9 rocks
     9 horns
     9 end
     9 how
     9 lay
     9 answered
     9 himself
     9 because
     9 small
     9 sledges
     9 people
     9 forgotten
     9 great
     9 than
     9 gun
     9 made
     9 afraid
     9 might
     9 women
     9 spears
     8 don't
     8 heard
     8 tall
     8 also
     8 until
     8 nodded
     8 dead
     8 hands
     8 close
     8 stopped
     8 laughed
     8 cried
     8 these
     8 bitter
     8 thing
     8 conna's
     8 icy
     8 streets
     8 just
     8 smiled
     8 stop
     8 strong
     8 earthmen
     8 things
     8 tell
     7 even
     7 plain
     7 hair
     7 whole
     7 mountains
     7 part
     7 big
     7 walls
     7 hall
     7 beside
     7 answer
     7 rock
     7 half
     7 sat
     7 put
     7 watched
     7 yes
     7 enough
     7 get
     7 want
     7 silent
     7 chapter
     7 voice
     7 anger
     7 closed
     7 above
     7 frazer
     7 known
     7 outside
     7 open
     7 memory
     7 are
     7 two
     7 always
     7 nor
     7 ask
     7 once
     7 five
     7 room
     6 wait
     6 stair
     6 set
     6 fire
     6 those
     6 gave
     6 sure
     6 good
     6 toward
     6 ahead
     6 except
     6 broken
     6 followed
     6 remember
     6 pain
     6 stay
     6 off
     6 together
     6 shining
     6 didn't
     6 within
     6 ground
     6 while
     6 finally
     6 leave
     6 chance
     6 times
     6 sleep
     6 man's
     6 ranges
     6 grew
     6 strangely
     6 ship
     6 well
     6 rough
     6 golden
     6 angry
     6 swiftly
     6 whispered
     6 blue
     6 started
     6 hidden
     6 shook
     6 which
     6 sort
     6 looking
     6 sleeping
     6 high
     5 warriors
     5 hear
     5 i'm
     5 met
     5 wonder
     5 right
     5 understand
     5 wide
     5 curious
     5 neither
     5 mind
     5 sound
     5 peaks
     5 swift
     5 perhaps
     5 beauty
     5 hide
     5 itself
     5 talk
     5 slow
     5 reality
     5 i'll
     5 overhead
     5 blood
     5 secret
     5 led
     5 asked
     5 spear
     5 reached
     5 drove
     5 pupils
     5 wild
     5 happy
     5 bring
     5 sledge
     5 soon
     5 flung
     5 daughter
     5 forced
     5 cliffs
     5 soft
     5 air
     5 presently
     5 standing
     5 edge
     5 softly
     5 thin
     5 guard
     5 pinnacles
     5 told
     5 house
     5 frozen
     5 stand
     5 lifted
     5 memories
     5 second
     5 smile
     5 vision
     5 since
     5 mother
     5 nightmare
     5 rushed
     5 unknown
     5 staring
     5 heavy
     5 learn
     5 live
     4 taken
     4 show
     4 arms
     4 both
     4 harsh
     4 sheer
     4 passed
     4 woman
     4 esmond's
     4 they're
     4 shadows
     4 demanded
     4 voices
     4 crept
     4 madness
     4 seen
     4 earthman
     4 died
     4 leaving
     4 carefully
     4 wanted
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   top
   Details of Book: Black Amazon Of Mars And Other Tales From The Pulps 
   Book: Black Amazon Of Mars And Other Tales From The Pulps 
   Author: Leigh Brackett 
   ISBN: 1434406016 
   ISBN-13: 9781434406019, 978-1434406019 
   Binding: Paperback 
   Publishing Date: Mar 2010 
   Publisher: Wildside Press 
   Number of Pages: 136 
   Language: English"


http://www.flipkart.com/black-amazon-mars-other-tales-book-1434406016
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A collection containing these stories:


Black Amazon of Mars
   A World Is Born
   Child of the Sun
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The Shadows
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     48 until
     48 earth
     47 done
     47 why
     47 take
     46 thing
     45 let
     44 mind
     44 i'll
     44 people
     44 last
     43 llyrdis
     43 which
     42 without
     42 has
     42 must
     42 small
     42 enough
     42 another
     42 far
     41 behind
     41 council
     41 yes
     41 want
     40 sat
     40 put
     40 things
     40 tell
     39 that's
     39 space
     39 keep
     39 i've
     38 heard
     38 port
     37 place
     37 years
     36 gone
     36 shook
     35 spoke
     35 most
     35 slowly
     35 might
     34 wanted
     34 there's
     33 he's
     33 those
     33 they're
     33 almost
     33 talk
     33 worlds
     33 lost
     33 few
     33 we're
     33 looking
     32 ever
     31 wine
     31 gave
     31 left
     31 should
     31 ships
     31 once
     30 white
     30 because
     30 these
     30 edri's
     30 beyond
     30 course
     30 suddenly
     30 torin
     30 moment
     30 across
     30 heavy
     29 seen
     29 stopped
     29 body
     29 watched
     29 reached
     29 isn't
     29 open
     29 couldn't
     28 end
     28 skiff
     28 feet
     28 sky
     28 cold
     28 silence
     28 quite
     27 hear
     27 moved
     27 kerrel's
     27 oh
     27 find
     27 asked
     27 laughed
     27 held
     27 can't
     27 inside
     27 words
     27 star
     27 red
     27 full
     27 sun
     26 set
     26 sound
     26 thinking
     26 matter
     26 boy
     26 fly
     26 caught
     26 started
     26 felt
     26 faces
     25 forward
     25 waiting
     25 every
     25 while
     25 won't
     25 upon
     25 strange
     25 air
     25 trying
     25 work
     25 deep
     25 anything
     24 understand
     24 voices
     24 give
     24 helmet
     24 answered
     24 city
     24 answer
     24 blood
     24 you've
     24 along
     24 better
     24 say
     24 wall
     24 outside
     24 clear
     23 wait
     23 rose
     23 kind
     23 you'll
     23 among
     23 suns
     23 night
     23 chapter
     23 new
     23 else
     23 such
     23 edge
     23 young
     23 hounds
     23 glad
     23 tried
     22 followed
     22 human
     22 everything
     22 kurat
     22 hold
     22 doesn't
     22 hope
     22 many
     22 lot
     22 planet
     22 darkness
     22 feel
     22 three
     22 bright
     22 name
     21 being
     21 wouldn't
     21 perhaps
     21 dead
     21 close
     21 true
     21 voyage
     21 die
     21 guard
     21 run
     21 trees
     21 yet
     21 am
     20 four
     20 less
     20 saarga
     20 black
     20 cruiser
     20 beside
     20 mouth
     20 half
     20 used
     20 shairn's
     20 alone
     20 waited
     20 closed
     20 bridge
     20 door
     19 already
     19 picked
     19 sure
     19 whole
     19 ahead
     19 ones
     19 remember
     19 question
     19 together
     19 thousand
     19 secret
     19 table
     19 thuvis
     19 talking
     19 man's
     19 afraid
     19 hell
     19 need
     19 home
     19 feeling
     18 watching
     18 fast
     18 law
     18 move
     18 pressure
     18 business
     18 mirzim
     18 happened
     18 heart
     18 whether
     18 believe
     18 trouble
     18 wasn't
     18 smiled
     18 anyone
     18 mutation
     18 strong
     18 non-vardda
     18 coming
     18 use
     18 day
     18 always
     18 nor
     17 ran
     17 both
     17 metal
     17 fact
     17 nodded
     17 race
     17 word
     17 ago
     17 arrin
     17 brought
     17 really
     17 trade
     17 mean
     17 bit
     17 worked
     17 stared
     17 added
     17 remembered
     17 since
     17 officer
     16 death
     16 bad
     16 passed
     16 part
     16 leaving
     16 rohan
     16 minutes
     16 planets
     16 lay
     16 learned
     16 flesh
     16 whatever
     16 getting
     16 friend
     16 walked
     16 bitter
     16 chance
     16 happy
     16 doing
     16 forgotten
     16 aboard
     16 rest
     16 each
     16 races
     16 free
     16 sector
     16 radar
     16 longer
     16 sort
     16 stepped
     16 high
     15 woman
     15 ristin
     15 except
     15 orthis'
     15 figure
     15 different
     15 hut
     15 cut
     15 you'd
     15 thrust
     15 help
     15 certain
     15 power
     15 speak
     15 cabin
     15 forever
     15 wind
     15 shoulder
     15 ground
     15 low
     15 minute
     15 side
     15 rather
     15 silent
     15 kept
     15 someone
     15 quietly
     15 standing
     15 above
     15 whispered
     15 hadn't
     15 generators
     15 i'd
     15 women
     14 show
     14 sight
     14 fire
     14 died
     14 big
     14 somebody
     14 walls
     14 stay
     14 girl
     14 arm
     14 built
     14 became
     14 same
     14 children
     14 bent
     14 swung
     14 perri
     14 try
     14 green
     14 shut
     14 speed
     14 crystal
     14 flight
     14 themselves
     14 fear
     14 guess
     14 angry
     14 showed
     14 front
     14 anyway
     14 sense
     14 second
     14 empty
     14 orthist
     13 arms
     13 yellow
     13 trading
     13 we'll
     13 sick
     13 screen
     13 break
     13 leaned
     13 may
     13 stranger
     13 fight
     13 rock
     13 ultra-wave
     13 kill
     13 drew
     13 led
     13 tongue
     13 idea
     13 called
     13 cried
     13 finally
     13 fell
     13 closer
     13 dream
     13 beam
     13 hurry
     13 best
     13 forget
     13 yann's
     13 system
     13 familiar
     13 floor
     12 breath
     12 knowledge
     12 deal
     12 past
     12 pride
     12 shadows
     12 wide
     12 curious
     12 tall
     12 sharp
     12 carried
     12 itself
     12 hate
     12 family
     12 distance
     12 burned
     12 forgot
     12 factory
     12 cluster
     12 point
     12 locked
     12 killed
     12 either
     12 aldebaran
     12 lines
     12 listen
     12 sea
     12 near
     12 wrong
     12 spaceport
     12 start
     12 glanced
     12 corridor
     12 reason
     12 landing
     12 finished
     12 compound
     12 born
     12 live
     11 interstellar
     11 wonder
     11 damn
     11 running
     11 keregnac
     11 strength
     11 chair
     11 pretty
     11 ugly
     11 least
     11 struck
     11 throat
     11 alien
     11 sudden
     11 belt
     11 tired
     11 given
     11 nearly
     11 dropped
     11 saying
     11 abruptly
     11 galactic
     11 clearing
     11 later
     11 soon
     11 stop
     11 shoulders
     11 shouting
     11 none
     11 gaze
     11 filled
     11 dying
     11 days
     11 fool
     11 softly
     11 fine
     11 frozen
     11 pick
     11 lifted
     11 opened
     11 history
     11 guards
     11 lock
     11 weight
     11 able
     11 ready
     11 color
     11 hedarin
     11 seem
     10 job
     10 sorry
     10 grown
     10 demanded
     10 hit
     10 laughing
     10 muttered
     10 number
     10 round
     10 box
     10 message
     10 below
     10 hercules
     10 silver
     10 lived
     10 broke
     10 suppose
     10 moving
     10 aren't
     10 fought
     10 wild
     10 lift
     10 rolled
     10 simple
     10 orthists
     10 poured
     10 turn
     10 motion
     10 remembering
     10 flung
     10 grew
     10 crew
     10 forced
     10 sit
     10 forest
     10 haven't
     10 mad
     10 managed
     10 yourself
     10 line
     10 knowing
     10 car
     10 pressed
     10 somewhere
     10 stand
     10 touched
     10 sent
     10 taking
     10 change
     10 ask
     10 read
     10 clung
     10 town
     10 short
     10 room
     9 taken
     9 heavily
     9 they'll
     9 hair
     9 gate
     9 tunic
     9 beautiful
     9 neither
     9 crowd
     9 worry
     9 murder
     9 admit
     9 apart
     9 distant
     9 land
     9 shouted
     9 important
     9 control
     9 call
     9 ears
     9 anybody
     9 laughter
     9 generations
     9 hearing
     9 outer
     9 wrist
     9 food
     9 needle
     9 leave
     9 carry
     9 times
     9 drunk
     9 vast
     9 excitement
     9 universe
     9 turning
     9 sitting
     9 father
     9 cleared
     9 hull
     9 what's
     9 besides
     9 beasts
     9 field
     9 bunk
     9 watch
     9 known
     9 process
     9 working
     9 fingers
     9 paused
     9 love
     9 wish
     9 hardly
     9 equipment
     9 tower
     9 loose
     9 tone
     9 tiny
     9 helped
     9 remained
     8 final
     8 hot
     8 knife
     8 listened
     8 damned
     8 living
     8 follow
     8 lying
     8 rang
     8 sounds
     8 sometimes
     8 walk
     8 also
     8 forth
     8 son
     8 merchants
     8 beauty
     8 wondered
     8 language
     8 slow
     8 normal
     8 painfully
     8 large
     8 generation
     8 muscles
     8 warning
     8 deceleration
     8 hunting
     8 brooding
     8 pulled
     8 within
     8 they've
     8 glow
     8 hatred
     8 position
     8 sleep
     8 save
     8 god
     8 switch
     8 iron
     8 particular
     8 narrow
     8 following
     8 telling
     8 needed
     8 captain
     8 probably
     8 next
     8 escape
     8 laid
     8 office
     8 glare
     8 golden
     8 easy
     8 realized
     8 airlock
     8 ancient
     8 pointed
     8 belly
     8 grinned
     8 search
     8 cruel
     8 studied
     8 lonely
     8 smiling
     8 hated
     8 ceased
     8 does
     8 hours
     8 pack
     8 deck
     8 acceleration
     8 talked
     8 smile
     8 doubt
     8 warm
     8 friends
     8 stripped
     8 ship's
     8 knees
     8 looks
     8 step
     8 unknown
     8 staring
     8 learn
     7 strangeness
     7 starship
     7 destroyed
     7 officers
     7 endless
     7 child
     7 crept
     7 prisoners
     7 silently
     7 knows
     7 stayed
     7 rim
     7 meet
     7 merely
     7 glass
     7 rapidly
     7 ordinary
     7 lower
     7 hurt
     7 sharply
     7 straight
     7 surely
     7 pay
     7 sack
     7 rush
     7 shape
     7 evil
     7 dock
     7 grunted
     7 moor
     7 scars
     7 range
     7 startled
     7 mighty
     7 shrugged
     7 cornwall
     7 physical
     7 mine
     7 factor
     7 suits
     7 wished
     7 clean
     7 care
     7 beginning
     7 aside
     7 bulk
     7 water
     7 fall
     7 sprang
     7 allowed
     7 sweat
     7 prison
     7 raised
     7 shining
     7 won
     7 queer
     7 joris'
     7 native
     7 walking
     7 story
     7 names
     7 crowded
     7 dozen
     7 size
     7 seeing
     7 farther
     7 starmen
     7 stone
     7 real
     7 agent
     7 laws
     7 huge
     7 threat
     7 bulkhead
     7 natural
     7 hungry
     7 swept
     7 bodies
     7 possible
     7 proud
     7 monopoly
     7 herself
     7 takes
     7 moons
     7 entirely
     7 ten
     7 fixed
     7 busy
     7 mongrel
     7 settled
     7 parents
     7 crazy
     7 take-off
     7 presently
     7 hesitated
     7 catch
     7 erect
     7 teeth
     7 armor
     7 thin
     7 incredible
     7 lights
     7 faced
     7 poor
     7 horse
     7 giant
     7 laugh
     7 listening
     7 fairly
     7 blue
     7 angrily
     7 odd
     7 dull
     7 maybe
     7 thoughts
     7 become
     7 peoples
     7 driver
     7 docks
     7 searched
     7 skin
     7 problem
     7 believed
     7 dim
     7 lives
     7 truth
     7 controls
     7 freedom
     7 corner
     7 calculations
     7 instead
     7 impossible
     7 purpose
     7 general
     7 quiet
     7 gently
     7 structure
     6 share
     6 roared
     6 em
     6 dragged
     6 intercom
     6 wet
     6 brilliant
     6 age
     6 plain
     6 doorway
     6 surprised
     6 understanding
     6 faster
     6 towers
     6 order
     6 eternal
     6 comfort
     6 burst
     6 hoped
     6 sake
     6 state
     6 somehow
     6 older
     6 longing
     6 shocker
     6 hung
     6 broken
     6 worth
     6 form
     6 lie
     6 oxygen
     6 beating
     6 swift
     6 spark
     6 cry
     6 bottle
     6 searching
     6 grasp
     6 eye
     6 fled
     6 automatically
     6 slipped
     6 speaking
     6 grip
     6 let's
     6 complete
     6 screens
     6 staggering
     6 terrible
     6 explain
     6 ease
     6 hollow
     6 unfamiliar
     6 drawn
     6 we've
     6 laboratory
     6 shadow
     6 future
     6 tight
     6 exactly
     6 bear
     6 rays
     6 prayed
     6 broadcast
     6 separate
     6 mood
     6 motioned
     6 tearing
     6 pale
     6 spite
     6 communications
     6 spoken
     6 joined
     6 blank
     6 simply
     6 tube
     6 crossed
     6 strained
     6 giving
     6 yours
     6 holding
     6 bearing
     6 uneasy
     6 lips
     6 questions
     6 begun
     6 kicked
     6 reach
     6 shapes
     6 plates
     6 means
     6 flat
     6 tremendous
     6 growths
     6 constant
     6 begin
     6 gun
     6 nobody
     6 soft
     6 fallen
     6 anger
     6 scrambled
     6 dial
     6 stretched
     6 clouds
     6 returned
     6 stumbling
     6 river
     6 tears
     6 systems
     6 blazing
     6 tightened
     6 grimly
     6 inner
     6 bred
     6 trick
     6 understood
     6 thick
     6 everybody
     6 memory
     6 shivered
     6 whose
     6 bound
     6 canyon
     6 miles
     6 count
     6 vision
     6 orders
     6 spread
     6 using
     6 pocket
     6 generator
     6 machinery
     6 joy
     6 quickly
     6 shall
     6 thirty
     6 dome
     6 five
     6 oppressed
     6 sides
     6 leaped
     5 planetary
     5 rocks
     5 personal
     5 brisk
     5 flew
     5 drinking
     5 relief
     5 third
     5 glint
     5 trapped
     5 atmosphere
     5 throw
     5 bretons
     5 splendid
     5 sending
     5 solar
     5 kurat's
     5 gigantic
     5 money
     5 awful
     5 island
     5 report
     5 armed
     5 changeling
     5 sand
     5 earthman
     5 passing
     5 carefully
     5 playing
     5 bells
     5 velocities
     5 weapon
     5 loud
     5 view
     5 worse
     5 craft
     5 plunged
     5 hatches
     5 vanished
     5 windows
     5 friendship
     5 hall
     5 casual
     5 fleet
     5 having
     5 papers
     5 meaning
     5 pain
     5 played
     5 dangerous
     5 chamber
     5 waves
     5 pray
     5 cell
     5 particularly
     5 thank
     5 situation
     5 top
     5 interest
     5 meanwhile
     5 empire
     5 wonderful
     5 peering
     5 center
     5 outbound
     5 easily
     5 coordinates
     5 upward
     5 vague
     5 solitary
     5 pushed
     5 dreamed
     5 horizons
     5 mass
     5 movement
     5 attempt
     5 bones
     5 stones
     5 seems
     5 shrill
     5 thanks
     5 civilized
     5 glimpse
     5 rain
     5 tore
     5 strangers
     5 fifteen
     5 branches
     5 sons
     5 larger
     5 breathe
     5 temper
     5 touch
     5 ravine
     5 solemn
     5 breton
     5 she's
     5 says
     5 desolation
     5 broad
     5 creeping
     5 beneath
     5 desire
     5 endure
     5 voyaging
     5 briefly
     5 game
     5 repeated
     5 star-born
     5 cursed
     5 brittany
     5 utter
     5 ultimate
     5 everyone
     5 failed
     5 robe
     5 pulse
     5 eventually
     5 shock
     5 streets
     5 edges
     5 stuff
     5 key
     5 today
     5 grey
     5 mocking
     5 velocity
     5 group
     5 radio
     5 neck
     5 onto
     5 ending
     5 eager
     5 sweet
     5 explained
     5 blind
     5 making
     5 judge
     5 master
     5 cargo
     5 cheeks
     5 flying
     5 fabric
     5 air-line
     5 society
     5 sighed
     5 healthy
     5 colors
     5 wars
     5 news
     5 wider
     5 automatic
     5 especially
     5 handsome
     5 reaction
     5 skipper
     5 mud
     5 safe
     5 taste
     5 naked
     5 stunned
     5 emotion
     5 quarters
     5 swiftly
     5 mostly
     5 goblet
     5 during
     5 shaped
     5 deeper
     5 faint
     5 amazed
     5 according
     5 satisfied
     5 directions
     5 radiation
     5 main
     5 saved
     5 subject
     5 heat
     5 intensely
     5 fires
     5 extra
     5 careful
     5 emerged
     5 hopeless
     5 metallic
     5 hidden
     5 dry
     5 groaned
     5 dress
     5 bringing
     5 till
     5 weapons
     5 often
     5 cloth
     5 glory
     5 path
     5 upper
     5 stony
     5 complicated
     5 slightly
     5 dust
     5 ought
     5 sunk
     5 torn
     5 enjoy
     5 swore
     5 touching
     5 frowned
     4 motionless
     4 haste
     4 striking
     4 sweating
     4 danger
     4 envy
     4 seconds
     4 partly
     4 met
     4 tumbled
     4 thunder
     4 closely
     4 bleeding
     4 higher
     4 foot
     4 monsieur
     4 charts
     4 chained
     4 chances
     4 cliff
     4 bare
     4 wanting
     4 sheer
     4 tangle
     4 brother
     4 angle
     4 bed
     4 records
     4 ports
     4 radioactive
     4 interested
     4 wondering
     4 life-skiff
     4 mountains
     4 drag
     4 humor
     4 devil
     4 instruments
     4 circle
     4 finding
     4 liked
     4 handed
     4 barely
     4 pounding
     4 racing
     4 sounded
     4 contracted
     4 interests
     4 ridges
     4 voyages
     4 entered
     4 discovered
     4 loved
     4 decide
     4 unique
     4 planes
     4 mockery
     4 crying
     4 population
     4 therefore
     4 heels
     4 winds
     4 makes
     4 chasm
     4 french
     4 violently
     4 phone
     4 sealed
     4 commerce
     4 march
     4 harshly
     4 sunlight
     4 board
     4 god's
     4 killing
     4 heads
     4 far-off
     4 shadowed
     4 threw
     4 youngster
     4 cove
     4 drink
     4 pavilion
     4 designed
     4 subtle
     4 showing
     4 release
     4 scored
     4 somber
     4 loomed
     4 visiphone
     4 civilization
     4 violent
     4 gathered
     4 fitted
     4 channels
     4 grow
     4 crushed
     4 brief
     4 year
     4 private
     4 direction
     4 swarming
     4 six
     4 politics
     4 branch
     4 oceans
     4 urgent
     4 faded
     4 fourth
     4 clearly
     4 alive
     4 wants
     4 cosmic
     4 myself
     4 track
     4 blew
     4 steps
     4 noble
     4 gloom
     4 administration
     4 lose
     4 circumstances
     4 milky
     4 drove
     4 section
     4 mingling
     4 passageway
     4 instant
     4 hang
     4 folk
     4 counter
     4 it'll
     4 noises
     4 trust
     4 identify
     4 treated
     4 finish
     4 building
     4 crammed
     4 obvious
     4 expression
     4 offered
     4 creation
     4 existence
     4 smell
     4 usual
     4 humming
     4 worn
     4 yesterday
     4 wearing
     4 dusk
     4 bloody
     4 grasped
     4 wise
     4 agony
     4 letters
     4 notice
     4 dropping
     4 roads
     4 possessing
     4 vibration
     4 breathing
     4 scream
     4 challenged
     4 difference
     4 ghastly
     4 malo
     4 actually
     4 changed
     4 sober
     4 beat
     4 pallid
     4 sol
     4 blotted
     4 sorts
     4 survived
     4 fists
     4 thoroughly
     4 bitterly
     4 conception
     4 receiver
     4 paper
     4 duty
     4 spreading
     4 younger
     4 regarded
     4 blaze
     4 steady
     4 cliffs
     4 involved
     4 battle
     4 crimson
     4 proved
     4 aloud
     4 ruin
     4 breaking
     4 giants
     4 instantly
     4 notebook
     4 demanding
     4 keeps
     4 nameless
     4 ultra-speeds
     4 hoarse
     4 freak
     4 type
     4 marked
     4 fighting
     4 lucky
     4 passion
     4 rage
     4 house
     4 period
     4 wrapped
     4 unless
     4 content
     4 barred
     4 pity
     4 nerves
     4 morning
     4 gulfs
     4 torin's
     4 calling
     4 soil
     4 observation
     4 blow
     4 strode
     4 prove
     4 smoked
     4 speeds
     4 primitive
     4 ringing
     4 roar
     4 impact
     4 please
     4 gaelic
     4 rested
     4 force
     4 several
     4 lens
     4 wisdom
     4 attention
     4 mixed
     4 panic
     4 sourly
     4 reasons
     4 tonight
     4 witch
     4 cruiser's
     4 handle
     4 paced
     4 pitch
     4 weariness
     4 ledge
     4 denied
     4 arrested
     4 gesture
     4 silk
     4 centered
     4 eleven
     4 checking
     4 signal
     4 st
     4 unable
     4 nebulae
     4 apparently
     4 dressed
     4 starlight
     4 justice
     4 spare
     4 sixteen
     4 remote
     4 centuries
     4 lungs
     4 lightless
     4 throb
     4 books
     4 wore
     4 sandals
     4 passionate
     4 draw
     4 common
     4 maximum
     4 task
     4 massive
     4 hunter
     4 completely
     4 drop
     4 transmitter
     3 clinging
     3 fair
     3 proof
     3 ashamed
     3 stair
     3 lack
     3 immediately
     3 fresh
     3 supply
     3 semblance
     3 chairman
     3 stunted
     3 perfect
     3 driven
     3 he'd
     3 late
     3 gets
     3 criminal
     3 staggered
     3 luck
     3 beach
     3 routine
     3 clawing
     3 harsh
     3 brightly
     3 corridors
     3 act
     3 unconscious
     3 cheek
     3 astonished
     3 spilled
     3 smuggling
     3 technicians
     3 kiosk
     3 flame
     3 terrace
     3 landes
     3 nervous
     3 refused
     3 towering
     3 ridiculous
     3 mouths
     3 buildings
     3 jump
     3 sullen
     3 fever
     3 continued
     3 tense
     3 circling
     3 repeat
     3 variables
     3 smoke
     3 disappointed
     3 send
     3 good-naturedly
     3 thrusting
     3 boots
     3 bone
     3 rubbed
     3 welcome
     3 announced
     3 patterns
     3 chattered
     3 fury
     3 village
     3 smoothly
     3 sweep
     3 seven
     3 plenty
     3 annoyed
     3 criminals
     3 deserted
     3 palm
     3 burning
     3 slept
     3 hitting
     3 certainly
     3 music
     3 trinkets
     3 traitor
     3 gems
     3 viewer
     3 intense
     3 suumis
     3 sleek
     3 barbarism
     3 uneasily
     3 shattered
     3 ranging
     3 stir
     3 commercial
     3 choice
     3 jons'
     3 desolate
     3 refuse
     3 sank
     3 meant
     3 brooded
     3 inhabited
     3 believes
     3 blue-white
     3 exhaustion
     3 furious
     3 limiting
     3 fierce
     3 join
     3 badly
     3 fifth-order
     3 largest
     3 wicked
     3 we'd
     3 hunger
     3 stranger's
     3 bet
     3 effect
     3 adjoining
     3 obviously
     3 spool
     3 charges
     3 dancing
     3 peasant
     3 setting
     3 authority
     3 note
     3 despair
     3 directly
     3 government
     3 clipped
     3 contact
     3 necessity
     3 taught
     3 boot
     3 shell
     3 franca
     3 remarked
     3 helmets
     3 peasants
     3 girdled
     3 practically
     3 development
     3 forgive
     3 peacock
     3 comforting
     3 cases
     3 resolution
     3 writing
     3 claws
     3 he'll
     3 details
     3 contained
     3 shoved
     3 comes
     3 arranged
     3 weary
     3 coverall
     3 pains
     3 basic
     3 energy
     3 brings
     3 neighbors
     3 fist
     3 racked
     3 futile
     3 ages
     3 mistake
     3 lean
     3 chart
     3 unusual
     3 formed
     3 chill
     3 goods
     3 slim
     3 channel
     3 tortured
     3 aware
     3 lead
     3 glittering
     3 mechanism
     3 nervously
     3 openly
     3 gabble
     3 beings
     3 america
     3 reported
     3 furthermore
     3 cruisers
     3 awe
     3 star-worlds
     3 sleeve
     3 bars
     3 however
     3 rooms
     3 drowned
     3 scowling
     3 decision
     3 crawling
     3 comrade
     3 nice
     3 starshine
     3 eh
     3 breed
     3 outbuildings
     3 weeks
     3 quality
     3 incessantly
     3 flowed
     3 waste
     3 named
     3 guilty
     3 duties
     3 book
     3 slid
     3 gag
     3 motive
     3 squat
     3 furiously
     3 determination
     3 single
     3 machines
     3 limited
     3 endured
     3 bleak
     3 trip
     3 dreams
     3 condition
     3 youth
     3 garden
     3 waded
     3 rifle
     3 scared
     3 background
     3 leaping
     3 malice
     3 afterward
     3 quivered
     3 solid
     3 apron
     3 influence
     3 looming
     3 obeyed
     3 conviction
     3 dazed
     3 statement
     3 amid
     3 ate
     3 airless
     3 accident
     3 flowing
     3 cloud
     3 stomach
     3 highest
     3 blackness
     3 blazed
     3 shake
     3 lap
     3 trousers
     3 yelled
     3 clambered
     3 steadily
     3 miracle
     3 shapeless
     3 arc
     3 interesting
     3 depths
     3 whom
     3 return
     3 serious
     3 daze
     3 evening
     3 star-flight
     3 flared
     3 blasted
     3 impatient
     3 bring
     3 icy
     3 garments
     3 pass
     3 peak
     3 nasty
     3 mobs
     3 blur
     3 monstrous
     3 appear
     3 luxuries
     3 handled
     3 sinking
     3 gravity
     3 wide-eyed
     3 quick
     3 yawning
     3 climb
     3 they'd
     3 gulf
     3 rules
     3 mutational
     3 lingua
     3 where's
     3 molecular
     3 goes
     3 sparks
     3 dun-colored
     3 piece
     3 neat
     3 nebula
     3 regret
     3 chest
     3 nonsense
     3 cultures
     3 spaces
     3 screamed
     3 cumulid
     3 natives
     3 intent
     3 marks
     3 waist
     3 stamp
     3 braced
     3 clatter
     3 shifted
     3 ft
     3 screaming
     3 traced
     3 bell
     3 misty
     3 decided
     3 fate
     3 manifests
     3 hanging
     3 robes
     3 mist
     3 wake
     3 instructions
     3 cahusac
     3 needs
     3 peculiar
     3 aft
     3 ordered
     3 vivid
     3 ritual
     3 blotched
     3 hundred
     3 fond
     3 jaw
     3 lands
     3 pursued
     3 american
     3 worthy
     3 audio
     3 quit
     3 friendly
     3 request
     3 honest
     3 muttering
     3 fill
     3 streaming
     3 greatest
     3 road
     3 smooth
     3 brilliance
     3 possibly
     3 pleasure
     3 nothingness
     3 impulse
     3 required
     3 brows
     3 evidence
     3 rise
     3 bother
     3 tensely
     3 member
     3 patch
     3 ancestral
     3 grinding
     3 globe
     3 apparatus
     3 labored
     3 throbbing
     3 coordinator
     3 spent
     3 magic
     3 brain
     3 guarded
     3 noise
     3 embers
     3 humanoid
     3 hugely
     3 matters
     3 astern
     3 ended
     3 destination
     3 plane
     3 intervals
     3 drenched
     3 hammered
     3 instinctive
     3 fungi
     3 pointing
     3 detail
     3 skins
     3 belief
     3 difficult
     3 conflicts
     3 bore
     3 tourists
     3 spun
     3 slightest
     3 cramped
     3 steel
     3 argument
     3 mask
     3 blinked
     3 who's
     3 biggest
     3 lankar
     3 grass
     3 opening
     3 closing
     3 isolated
     3 risk
     3 rank
     3 case
     3 places
     3 haze
     3 safely
     3 crack
     3 animal
     3 trace
     3 prism
     3 achieved
     3 glistening
     3 hammering
     3 strain
     3 memories
     3 fit
     3 riches
     3 sunward
     3 answering
     3 reckoning
     3 featureless
     3 service
     3 ways
     3 horror
     3 void
     3 progress
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     1 explored
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     1 beard
     1 doubtless
     1 measuring
     1 hailed
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     1 lyrdis
     1 destiny
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     1 excuse
     1 triumphant
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     1 visions
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     1 collapse
     1 gardens
     1 hunted
     1 hunting-beasts
     1 reaches
     1 bleary
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     1 thighs
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     1 fostered
     1 chunks
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     1 majesty
     1 tapped
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     1 pangs
     1 kissed
     1 bulky
     1 childish
     1 raged
     1 shout
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     1 barbaric
     1 unkempt
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     1 jarring
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     1 trials
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     1 arranging
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     1 substance
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     1 teachers
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     1 spellbound
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     1 support
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     1 inertia
     1 extrapolated
     1 heredity
     1 clotted
     1 created
     1 unnaturally
     1 happens
     1 treads
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     1 entombed
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     1 enjoying
     1 heartbeats
     1 lightly
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     1 diffuse
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     1 greatly
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     1 streams
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     1 splash
     1 bundle
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     1 spotted
     1 virtuously
     1 methanated
     1 hungered
     1 wisest
     1 brains
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     1 clicking
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     1 fatigue-drunken
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     1 stressed
     1 rhythm
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     1 struggles
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     1 operation
     1 forbid
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     1 snatches
     1 urgently
     1 precedent
     1 twisting
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     1 remains
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     1 oxygen-pack
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     1 physically
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  533 the
     463 and
     462 i
     309 to
     278 a
     259 of
     235 was
     200 she
     198 her
     185 it
     179 that
     149 in
     146 had
     108 you
     103 me
     96 he
     87 with
     87 but
     86 for
     85 said
     85 david
     80 on
     77 as
     77 all
     76 marthe
     74 ahrian
     74 my
     73 there
     73 be
     66 at
     65 have
     62 were
     61 we
     60 not
     59 out
     47 like
     47 is
     46 from
     45 up
     45 what
     44 then
     43 so
     42 his
     41 no
     41 him
     40 them
     38 bet
     38 one
     37 didn't
     37 could
     36 some
     36 know
     35 how
     35 about
     35 been
     33 little
     31 when
     29 time
     28 if
     28 came
     27 did
     27 any
     27 will
     27 us
     27 way
     27 made
     27 very
     26 see
     26 would
     25 back
     25 rafe
     25 house
     24 go
     24 do
     24 or
     24 this
     24 got
     24 they
     23 more
     23 who
     23 are
     22 away
     22 an
     22 into
     22 world
     21 right
     21 think
     20 don't
     20 down
     20 still
     20 went
     19 mcquarrie
     19 come
     19 just
     19 now
     19 too
     18 i'm
     18 something
     18 has
     18 knew
     18 off
     18 must
     18 thing
     18 well
     18 anything
     18 around
     17 make
     17 it's
     17 going
     17 over
     17 things
     17 told
     16 only
     16 long
     16 space
     16 because
     16 people
     16 began
     16 tell
     15 good
     15 seemed
     15 men
     15 oh
     15 face
     15 by
     15 never
     15 than
     15 head
     14 ahrian's
     14 those
     14 turned
     14 own
     14 thought
     14 dreams
     14 after
     14 look
     14 why
     14 other
     14 old
     14 couldn't
     13 gone
     13 even
     13 place
     13 put
     13 looked
     13 much
     13 though
     12 hair
     12 gave
     12 woman
     12 toward
     12 family
     12 she's
     12 david's
     12 get
     12 say
     12 again
     12 strange
     12 griffith
     12 before
     11 that's
     11 miss
     11 where
     11 let
     11 quite
     11 while
     11 want
     11 far
     11 buck
     11 home
     11 might
     11 between
     11 first
     10 both
     10 your
     10 being
     10 remember
     10 talk
     10 every
     10 small
     10 enough
     10 great
     10 herself
     10 isn't
     10 eyes
     10 maybe
     10 two
     10 since
     10 tried
     10 altair
     9 under
     9 you're
     9 here
     9 crystal
     9 last
     9 their
     9 nothing
     9 took
     9 hand
     9 found
     9 take
     8 can
     8 without
     8 heard
     8 liked
     8 bet's
     8 wanted
     8 wouldn't
     8 getting
     8 hands
     8 thinking
     8 asked
     8 used
     8 yes
     8 these
     8 better
     8 smiled
     8 someone
     8 father
     8 against
     8 anson
     8 each
     8 ring
     8 am
     8 always
     8 room
     7 death
     7 white
     7 wonder
     7 brother
     7 end
     7 beautiful
     7 part
     7 big
     7 perhaps
     7 stars
     7 dinner
     7 saw
     7 wasn't
     7 lewisham
     7 voice
     7 gifts
     7 course
     7 presently
     7 reason
     7 suddenly
     7 mean
     7 earth
     7 open
     7 caught
     7 love
     7 i'd
     7 felt
     7 day
     7 ever
     7 glad
     7 looking
     6 arms
     6 sorry
     6 sure
     6 left
     6 seen
     6 except
     6 man
     6 until
     6 should
     6 everything
     6 mine
     6 dead
     6 cold
     6 heart
     6 stopped
     6 sat
     6 myself
     6 called
     6 voyage
     6 through
     6 held
     6 sleep
     6 shut
     6 alone
     6 our
     6 i've
     6 another
     6 ship
     6 words
     6 car
     6 anyway
     6 whispered
     6 hadn't
     6 talked
     6 light
     6 truth
     6 shook
     6 which
     6 color
     6 sort
     6 name
     5 ran
     5 late
     5 terrace
     5 running
     5 kind
     5 whole
     5 wide
     5 marthe's
     5 curious
     5 fact
     5 sometimes
     5 devil
     5 died
     5 hit
     5 mind
     5 stood
     5 hall
     5 having
     5 sound
     5 crashed
     5 cut
     5 tiara
     5 asking
     5 city
     5 wonderful
     5 hate
     5 sky
     5 dreamed
     5 together
     5 purple
     5 happened
     5 distance
     5 large
     5 i'll
     5 same
     5 given
     5 kill
     5 himself
     5 garden
     5 story
     5 minute
     5 night
     5 can't
     5 side
     5 won't
     5 evening
     5 happy
     5 rather
     5 die
     5 dark
     5 beyond
     5 scream
     5 onto
     5 needed
     5 there's
     5 inside
     5 coming
     5 such
     5 afraid
     5 days
     5 softly
     5 trying
     5 above
     5 few
     5 fine
     5 does
     5 moment
     5 deep
     5 door
     4 already
     4 thanked
     4 tree
     4 he'd
     4 sick
     4 he's
     4 bed
     4 pride
     4 finger
     4 almost
     4 figure
     4 walk
     4 meaning
     4 falling
     4 alien
     4 wicked
     4 sudden
     4 business
     4 sad
     4 ships
     4 creature
     4 built
     4 find
     4 wind
     4 nice
     4 exactly
     4 blood
     4 worlds
     4 hold
     4 watched
     4 alive
     4 wear
     4 done
     4 laughed
     4 either
     4 gold
     4 sister
     4 brought
     4 along
     4 really
     4 stone
     4 many
     4 mare
     4 wrong
     4 swept
     4 spaceport
     4 sweet
     4 doctor
     4 busy
     4 rings
     4 gun
     4 soft
     4 moonlight
     4 standing
     4 safe
     4 stick
     4 staying
     4 poor
     4 horse
     4 dog
     4 horses
     4 carrying
     4 stared
     4 mcquarries
     4 run
     4 everybody
     4 sense
     4 started
     4 second
     4 work
     4 landing
     4 feeling
     4 mixed
     4 loves
     4 hardly
     4 remembered
     4 bright
     4 across
     4 once
     4 noticed
     3 wait
     3 hear
     3 danger
     3 deal
     3 set
     3 reels
     3 perfect
     3 behind
     3 bad
     3 reporters
     3 we'll
     3 fire
     3 watching
     3 frail
     3 understand
     3 child
     3 send
     3 special
     3 money
     3 awful
     3 ugly
     3 platform
     3 mr
     3 certainly
     3 somebody
     3 occurred
     3 loved
     3 wires
     3 carried
     3 also
     3 shape
     3 badly
     3 evil
     3 round
     3 human
     3 throat
     3 sunlight
     3 help
     3 fight
     3 answered
     3 waiting
     3 zircons
     3 threw
     3 power
     3 speak
     3 shoved
     3 whatever
     3 life
     3 terrible
     3 care
     3 beside
     3 arm
     3 ago
     3 platinum
     3 yell
     3 glittering
     3 fall
     3 silence
     3 servants
     3 weren't
     3 became
     3 weeks
     3 asleep
     3 fashioned
     3 suppose
     3 lost
     3 touch
     3 pale
     3 friend
     3 perfectly
     3 wife
     3 nightmares
     3 honor
     3 steps
     3 believe
     3 cried
     3 nearly
     3 finally
     3 killed
     3 drove
     3 she'd
     3 trouble
     3 curiously
     3 keep
     3 yours
     3 doing
     3 tv
     3 stuff
     3 key
     3 simple
     3 sea
     3 dream
     3 questions
     3 delightful
     3 kept
     3 proud
     3 neck
     3 particular
     3 plaid
     3 nonsense
     3 new
     3 changed
     3 most
     3 explained
     3 screaming
     3 moaned
     3 making
     3 frightening
     3 settled
     3 glanced
     3 what's
     3 hesitated
     3 hard
     3 blade
     3 fear
     3 guess
     3 jamieson
     3 use
     3 mentioned
     3 lot
     3 fool
     3 harm
     3 lonely
     3 plane
     3 detail
     3 red
     3 content
     3 hours
     3 grass
     3 somewhere
     3 odd
     3 we're
     3 paddock
     3 sensation
     3 opened
     3 force
     3 feel
     3 full
     3 doubt
     3 kid
     3 trees
     3 tonight
     3 necklace
     3 deeply
     3 described
     3 yet
     3 women
     3 taking
     3 glittered
     3 quickly
     3 gained
     3 ask
     3 clear
     3 stepped
     3 heavy
     3 driving
     3 extremely
     3 town
     3 walters
     3 drop
     3 high
     2 clinging
     2 star-ships
     2 show
     2 wears
     2 exchange
     2 heavily
     2 personal
     2 explanations
     2 tumbled
     2 occasion
     2 horrible
     2 plain
     2 fix
     2 officials
     2 throw
     2 fast
     2 torture
     2 wedding
     2 she'll
     2 picked
     2 fortune
     2 gravely
     2 strength
     2 chair
     2 they're
     2 growing
     2 pretty
     2 demanded
     2 shiver
     2 incredibly
     2 welcome
     2 sake
     2 delicate
     2 thousands
     2 mountains
     2 neither
     2 shotgun
     2 knows
     2 ill
     2 least
     2 spacemen
     2 circle
     2 slept
     2 somehow
     2 handed
     2 woods
     2 trinkets
     2 struck
     2 disappeared
     2 older
     2 design
     2 worried
     2 kids
     2 telepaths
     2 muttered
     2 hurt
     2 chemicals
     2 voyages
     2 worse
     2 broken
     2 followed
     2 suitable
     2 meant
     2 give
     2 lie
     2 friendship
     2 may
     2 different
     2 relieved
     2 brandy
     2 stranger
     2 mess
     2 stronger
     2 discussed
     2 son
     2 dirt
     2 cry
     2 flower
     2 library
     2 apple
     2 nodded
     2 planets
     2 million
     2 land
     2 shouted
     2 thank
     2 observer
     2 top
     2 genuinely
     2 doors
     2 word
     2 curled
     2 important
     2 wondered
     2 practically
     2 let's
     2 downstairs
     2 pleading
     2 itself
     2 black
     2 wood
     2 he'll
     2 details
     2 wished
     2 fianc
     2 feet
     2 anybody
     2 drive
     2 vague
     2 sometime
     2 nowhere
     2 beginning
     2 spoke
     2 mouth
     2 silver
     2 answer
     2 violent
     2 stones
     2 perfume
     2 forgot
     2 forever
     2 stock
     2 close
     2 allowed
     2 shadow
     2 among
     2 nights
     2 bear
     2 sons
     2 gay
     2 cameras
     2 body
     2 single
     2 bent
     2 deserts
     2 within
     2 tongue
     2 native
     2 walking
     2 smaller
     2 true
     2 scared
     2 beneath
     2 reached
     2 leaf
     2 sign
     2 locked
     2 low
     2 mold
     2 suns
     2 formal
     2 try
     2 spoken
     2 statement
     2 bitter
     2 clock
     2 academy
     2 snarled
     2 leave
     2 guilt
     2 shake
     2 times
     2 married
     2 wild
     2 matter
     2 psychiatrist
     2 ear
     2 ceremony
     2 robe
     2 position
     2 holding
     2 burden
     2 real
     2 country
     2 people's
     2 e
     2 sobbing
     2 excitement
     2 huge
     2 save
     2 magnificent
     2 hope
     2 marriage
     2 silent
     2 god
     2 murmured
     2 turning
     2 sitting
     2 mars
     2 puzzled
     2 riding
     2 shivering
     2 possible
     2 turn
     2 its
     2 notice
     2 forgotten
     2 soon
     2 suspected
     2 everybody's
     2 moons
     2 maid
     2 flung
     2 nose
     2 start
     2 profile
     2 stop
     2 questioned
     2 hazel
     2 cleared
     2 themselves
     2 else
     2 guests
     2 studying
     2 deserves
     2 besides
     2 beasts
     2 crazy
     2 laid
     2 none
     2 trade
     2 hurry
     2 air
     2 possibly
     2 hid
     2 managed
     2 best
     2 shot
     2 especially
     2 piled
     2 handsome
     2 drawer
     2 star
     2 oldest
     2 pointed
     2 spent
     2 gift
     2 bit
     2 line
     2 ceased
     2 need
     2 outside
     2 knowing
     2 tears
     2 wrapped
     2 darkness
     2 faint
     2 barricades
     2 pity
     2 nerves
     2 blue
     2 thoughts
     2 memory
     2 several
     2 rest
     2 shivered
     2 legs
     2 minds
     2 miles
     2 horror
     2 trampled
     2 finished
     2 smile
     2 races
     2 skin
     2 moon
     2 warm
     2 dress
     2 opalescent
     2 cries
     2 darling
     2 due
     2 sun
     2 free
     2 hour
     2 sent
     2 dim
     2 fault
     2 lavender
     2 cushion
     2 gesture
     2 collar
     2 silk
     2 reactions
     2 appeared
     2 shy
     2 empty
     2 longer
     2 looks
     2 rushed
     2 thirty
     2 tradition
     2 shaking
     2 instead
     2 staring
     2 pure
     2 inevitable
     2 school
     2 headed
     2 barrels
     2 lovely
     2 quiet
     2 gently
     2 prepared
     2 seem
     2 sleeping
     2 buried
     2 gleaming
     2 cheeky
     2 ride
     2 leaped
     2 remain
     2 upset
     2 party
     2 quaint
     1 taken
     1 counted
     1 motionless
     1 lunar
     1 favor
     1 address
     1 interstellar
     1 tragic
     1 telepathy
     1 enigmatic
     1 bird's
     1 ashamed
     1 stair
     1 puckered
     1 politic
     1 wash
     1 breath
     1 figured
     1 jupiter
     1 roared
     1 surprise
     1 sulked
     1 cares
     1 attractive
     1 pile
     1 envy
     1 stampeded
     1 whistling
     1 owner
     1 wasnt
     1 nickel
     1 teach
     1 vividness
     1 job
     1 referred
     1 dared
     1 detached
     1 brow
     1 dragged
     1 sight
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     1 relented
     1 driven
     1 boyish
     1 flew
     1 rivet
     1 shameless
     1 lavishness
     1 they'll
     1 drinking
     1 autopsy
     1 relief
     1 boats
     1 relic
     1 cocked
     1 disease
     1 cheered
     1 hot
     1 headgear
     1 behaved
     1 opiates
     1 foreign
     1 unfair
     1 loving
     1 rouse
     1 ticking
     1 knife
     1 husband
     1 paddocks
     1 knoll
     1 doorway
     1 extent
     1 berth
     1 manhattan
     1 splashes
     1 graceful
     1 individual
     1 blast
     1 listened
     1 melted
     1 shoot
     1 flourish
     1 cliff
     1 harsh
     1 coffee
     1 atmosphere
     1 wanting
     1 act
     1 college
     1 astonished
     1 prowling
     1 dare
     1 veterans
     1 bristled
     1 burbling
     1 refused
     1 ridiculous
     1 absolute
     1 chunk
     1 aids
     1 months
     1 metal
     1 past
     1 strewed
     1 convicted
     1 harder
     1 determined
     1 moments
     1 towers
     1 medical
     1 records
     1 splendid
     1 sending
     1 solar
     1 glaring
     1 living
     1 zircon
     1 order
     1 glowered
     1 half-past
     1 chatter
     1 irrational
     1 uncut
     1 wondering
     1 shadows
     1 kneeled
     1 birthday
     1 smoke
     1 grown
     1 stubborn
     1 barns
     1 warmly
     1 drawing
     1 exhaustive
     1 consequences
     1 voices
     1 eight
     1 tablecloth
     1 forward
     1 son-of-a-gun
     1 secretive
     1 wretched
     1 exquisitely
     1 announced
     1 chattered
     1 weekend
     1 tops
     1 hare
     1 forming
     1 blatted
     1 sounds
     1 yawned
     1 smoothly
     1 iii
     1 hosts
     1 drug
     1 stayed
     1 noisy
     1 confused
     1 drag
     1 disagree
     1 calendar
     1 meet
     1 sparkled
     1 screen
     1 state
     1 swim
     1 defense
     1 plenty
     1 daunt
     1 annoyed
     1 lusted
     1 pet
     1 tall
     1 notes
     1 roaring
     1 griff
     1 sunrise
     1 value
     1 refusing
     1 everywhere
     1 amethysts
     1 worry
     1 pitiful
     1 mob
     1 flora
     1 faceted
     1 ahead
     1 mines
     1 music
     1 lump
     1 wives
     1 rely
     1 barely
     1 indecisive
     1 rapidly
     1 terrific
     1 drinks
     1 moan
     1 impeccable
     1 ugliest
     1 award
     1 unending
     1 ideas
     1 talks
     1 bathrobe
     1 hackles
     1 contracted
     1 funny
     1 intruder
     1 longing
     1 pegged
     1 mentions
     1 happiness
     1 corrected
     1 founded
     1 discovered
     1 hung
     1 manner
     1 blackmailed
     1 culture
     1 worth
     1 sharp
     1 statuesque
     1 rippling
     1 gunstock
     1 filmy
     1 eyebrows
     1 approaching
     1 craft
     1 sank
     1 babes
     1 murder
     1 baby
     1 greetings
     1 sneaking
     1 sexes
     1 lamps
     1 filigree
     1 hurried
     1 spires
     1 crying
     1 bright-eyed
     1 number
     1 surely
     1 fleet
     1 identical
     1 presume
     1 spaceship
     1 admit
     1 animals
     1 tissue
     1 coat
     1 emptiness
     1 slammed
     1 furious
     1 papers
     1 plugged
     1 forbade
     1 fierce
     1 awkwardly
     1 gentle
     1 likes
     1 depend
     1 pain
     1 page
     1 played
     1 pall
     1 mrs
     1 north
     1 plaguing
     1 drapery
     1 hills
     1 maddening
     1 complex
     1 magnificently
     1 cell
     1 explaining
     1 rustled
     1 politely
     1 sugar-lumps
     1 pleaded
     1 skin-clad
     1 useful
     1 honestly
     1 grant
     1 band
     1 minutes
     1 confidence
     1 we'd
     1 diamonds
     1 veranda
     1 rare
     1 shallow-eyed
     1 frenzy
     1 disgusts
     1 thrash
     1 idiot
     1 suggestion
     1 noisier
     1 range
     1 ore
     1 moved
     1 backs
     1 feathers
     1 rooftops
     1 kiss
     1 drifting
     1 aid
     1 serve
     1 obviously
     1 mighty
     1 psychiatry
     1 god's
     1 trigger
     1 shamed
     1 note
     1 keeping
     1 cloak
     1 government
     1 flown
     1 blowing
     1 killing
     1 contact
     1 orchard
     1 torturing
     1 usefulness
     1 necessity
     1 liquid
     1 taught
     1 boot
     1 hide
     1 far-off
     1 sweeping
     1 pour
     1 peopled
     1 reporter's
     1 suspicions
     1 clusters
     1 moaning
     1 helpless
     1 houses
     1 performed
     1 betrothal
     1 center
     1 remarked
     1 reception
     1 ashford
     1 girl
     1 periods
     1 speaking
     1 twenty-five
     1 grip
     1 creeps
     1 snowflake
     1 gem
     1 including
     1 control
     1 cooped
     1 bureau
     1 porcelain
     1 flatly
     1 flowers
     1 below
     1 amplified
     1 call
     1 ticket
     1 jewel
     1 comment
     1 jar
     1 dabbles
     1 singing
     1 desperately
     1 comes
     1 ears
     1 jinockery
     1 love-making
     1 prowlers
     1 rational
     1 beast
     1 weary
     1 showing
     1 language
     1 release
     1 assured
     1 seas
     1 teemed
     1 what-he
     1 tear
     1 reasonably
     1 energy
     1 shades
     1 intentionally
     1 pushed
     1 habitually
     1 cattle
     1 barring
     1 explain
     1 slow
     1 study
     1 futile
     1 shirts
     1 injury
     1 unveiling
     1 mistake
     1 slip
     1 focal
     1 articles
     1 threaten
     1 unusual
     1 photo
     1 chill
     1 daring
     1 grin
     1 flag
     1 polluted
     1 heaviest
     1 introductions
     1 shame
     1 wandering
     1 waved
     1 barbarian
     1 aside
     1 frame
     1 ease
     1 belt
     1 v
     1 trembling
     1 soothed
     1 burned
     1 tortured
     1 generations
     1 pleased
     1 cursing
     1 sedative
     1 leaves
     1 lead
     1 livestock
     1 water
     1 recital
     1 intricate
     1 strut
     1 thoughtful
     1 supercargo
     1 whether
     1 adore
     1 muster
     1 homing
     1 sprang
     1 straining
     1 succeeded
     1 promise
     1 half
     1 drawn
     1 grow
     1 double
     1 muscle
     1 brief
     1 rooms
     1 rabid
     1 thought-waves
     1 muscles
     1 glimpse
     1 restoratives
     1 populace
     1 thousand
     1 limb
     1 flawless
     1 warning
     1 wrist
     1 future
     1 kills
     1 tore
     1 inch
     1 usually
     1 fleeting
     1 sweat
     1 indeed
     1 fifteen
     1 scratches
     1 gossamer
     1 disturbing
     1 tired
     1 swarming
     1 gasped
     1 cop
     1 six
     1 domes
     1 savagely
     1 flanks
     1 arose
     1 beamed
     1 named
     1 disappointment
     1 explanation
     1 pest
     1 propriety
     1 doubled
     1 decently
     1 you've
     1 guilty
     1 aspects
     1 fragile
     1 murderer
     1 broke
     1 separate
     1 comforter
     1 purposely
     1 chattering
     1 article
     1 book
     1 peer
     1 wrought
     1 roofs
     1 sketches
     1 plausible
     1 oceans
     1 motive
     1 presumably
     1 tackle
     1 seared
     1 yelling
     1 furiously
     1 oddly
     1 children
     1 stroll
     1 flagship
     1 roof-tops
     1 justify
     1 drew
     1 queerly
     1 farthest
     1 pulled
     1 fourth
     1 groom
     1 clearly
     1 temper
     1 mussed
     1 gossip
     1 cared
     1 tearing
     1 points
     1 dresden
     1 coiffure
     1 track
     1 hurrying
     1 weird
     1 grapples
     1 keel
     1 shoulder
     1 says
     1 stables
     1 blew
     1 doom
     1 brother's
     1 glancing
     1 balustrade
     1 sparkle
     1 ii
     1 afterward
     1 gloom
     1 unimportant
     1 aren't
     1 graciously
     1 mcquarrie's
     1 double-barreled
     1 mesh
     1 projection
     1 roughly
     1 point
     1 wail
     1 forehead
     1 twin
     1 spaceman
     1 pretext
     1 sped
     1 reading
     1 tarnished
     1 worrying
     1 lamely
     1 claimed
     1 fairyland
     1 circumstances
     1 bands
     1 vain
     1 fell
     1 knob
     1 successful
     1 joined
     1 exultation
     1 wept
     1 supposed
     1 walked
     1 matchless
     1 profusely
     1 agreed
     1 closer
     1 accident
     1 blank
     1 critter
     1 chance
     1 carry
     1 racket
     1 intelligent
     1 carriers
     1 works
     1 cream
     1 hang
     1 reproduction
     1 listen
     1 bought
     1 spectrum
     1 blackness
     1 blazed
     1 stiff-legged
     1 repair
     1 nearer
     1 it'll
     1 fought
     1 barrier
     1 clearer
     1 shown
     1 threshold
     1 guileless
     1 interview
     1 fauna
     1 seeing
     1 crop
     1 flattened
     1 interesting
     1 fiercely
     1 farther
     1 giving
     1 everyone
     1 imposed
     1 source
     1 marvelous
     1 sensed
     1 fish
     1 sloped
     1 finish
     1 standpoint
     1 interplanetary
     1 hatch
     1 drunk
     1 precious
     1 feeding
     1 spend
     1 drugs
     1 climbing
     1 flash
     1 fold
     1 gloomy
     1 building
     1 table
     1 green
     1 canter
     1 vast
     1 obvious
     1 torch
     1 explains
     1 secrets
     1 logical
     1 port
     1 learning
     1 voiceless
     1 considering
     1 drifted
     1 veiling
     1 rushing
     1 garments
     1 lest
     1 speed
     1 abruptly
     1 uneasy
     1 pass
     1 couch
     1 nasty
     1 chorus
     1 lamb
     1 ores
     1 blameless
     1 squealing
     1 deliberately
     1 universe
     1 planning
     1 streets
     1 clasping
     1 self
     1 grateful
     1 breathless
     1 adding
     1 usual
     1 becoming
     1 today
     1 coherent
     1 humming
     1 mingled
     1 sinking
     1 countenance
     1 peculiarly
     1 business-like
     1 rolled
     1 terrified
     1 shimmered
     1 worn
     1 hill
     1 expected
     1 near
     1 shading
     1 woke
     1 fat
     1 talking
     1 gravity
     1 wearing
     1 flashes
     1 freed
     1 moonbeam
     1 snapping
     1 sweetly
     1 dreaming
     1 stringed
     1 quick
     1 ropes
     1 match
     1 suspicious
     1 they'd
     1 screwed-up
     1 bodies
     1 seldom
     1 relations
     1 prevented
     1 primitives
     1 poured
     1 heartsick
     1 prodded
     1 whirled
     1 iron
     1 agony
     1 where's
     1 split
     1 cost
     1 conversation
     1 unyielding
     1 star-dust
     1 goes
     1 group
     1 radio
     1 groaning
     1 reach
     1 remembering
     1 amethystine
     1 pictures
     1 stall
     1 immovable
     1 supplies
     1 shrubs
     1 pledged
     1 bakelite
     1 hum
     1 assisted
     1 regret
     1 vi
     1 ghastly
     1 magnetic
     1 instrument
     1 telling
     1 woven
     1 innocent
     1 communication
     1 screamed
     1 dye
     1 trembled
     1 ending
     1 earthlings
     1 fright
     1 leaning
     1 anyone
     1 disconsolate
     1 tender
     1 fashioning
     1 intent
     1 harried
     1 gown
     1 fence
     1 cleft
     1 offering
     1 shapes
     1 white-faced
     1 captain
     1 wall
     1 sorts
     1 chimed
     1 flight
     1 insane
     1 upon
     1 means
     1 absolutely
     1 flags
     1 homecoming
     1 strong
     1 coffin
     1 bitterly
     1 intention
     1 father's
     1 workshop
     1 senior
     1 projector
     1 fly
     1 bride
     1 hull
     1 analysis
     1 decided
     1 cargo
     1 fixed
     1 accent
     1 defend
     1 uniform
     1 identity
     1 devise
     1 frightened
     1 customs
     1 venus
     1 uh
     1 flying
     1 odor
     1 departed
     1 younger
     1 calmed
     1 plunge
     1 shouting
     1 spaniel
     1 slacken
     1 barren
     1 halfway
     1 financial
     1 strangely
     1 blaze
     1 clothes
     1 hiding
     1 tomorrow
     1 forced
     1 focus
     1 token
     1 likely
     1 sighed
     1 floodlights
     1 turret
     1 valleys
     1 escape
     1 stamped
     1 feathery
     1 healthy
     1 colors
     1 awfully
     1 hundred
     1 trails
     1 sigh
     1 blackthorn
     1 consider
     1 follows
     1 blurred
     1 worthy
     1 friendly
     1 masses
     1 necks
     1 richest
     1 shortcomings
     1 nobody
     1 uninvited
     1 hero
     1 honest
     1 buzz
     1 acres
     1 halted
     1 mad
     1 reports
     1 exchanged
     1 skirts
     1 padded
     1 roused
     1 fascination
     1 mere
     1 establishing
     1 peacefully
     1 flashed
     1 road
     1 journalist
     1 transports
     1 dignified
     1 funeral
     1 pleasure
     1 creep
     1 glisten
     1 sinful
     1 puzzling
     1 grassy
     1 clicked
     1 quivering
     1 waited
     1 hulking
     1 resist
     1 slowly
     1 fey-looking
     1 breaking
     1 fallen
     1 anger
     1 brows
     1 tension
     1 griffith's
     1 easy
     1 realized
     1 crowds
     1 rise
     1 bother
     1 outstretched
     1 tridimensional
     1 snuffle
     1 thorny
     1 field
     1 compulsion
     1 edge
     1 ancient
     1 catch
     1 foal
     1 patch
     1 instantly
     1 slanting
     1 kitten
     1 jewelry
     1 teeth
     1 scientific
     1 angry
     1 reflex
     1 closed
     1 filled
     1 dying
     1 sucessful
     1 exude
     1 stretched
     1 confounded
     1 bodily
     1 junior
     1 straggle
     1 powers
     1 effigy
     1 events
     1 sung
     1 clouds
     1 rafe's
     1 magic
     1 taste
     1 returned
     1 grinned
     1 apartment
     1 gain
     1 gives
     1 forget
     1 noise
     1 thinks
     1 cruel
     1 custom
     1 widened
     1 incredible
     1 unbearable
     1 lights
     1 recurred
     1 preparations
     1 reckon
     1 worked
     1 ended
     1 stretch
     1 guard
     1 faced
     1 hard-boiled
     1 front
     1 hailed
     1 police
     1 marked
     1 triumphant
     1 hunted
     1 waking
     1 abilities
     1 astronomical
     1 yourself
     1 known
     1 hell
     1 person
     1 dearly
     1 machined
     1 hated
     1 emeralds
     1 kissed
     1 rage
     1 solution
     1 reflecting
     1 hesitance
     1 families
     1 young
     1 witchcraft
     1 three-week
     1 womanly
     1 lighted
     1 bore
     1 patted
     1 systems
     1 welcomed
     1 unless
     1 spun
     1 created
     1 blankets
     1 mostly
     1 wavering
     1 during
     1 shaped
     1 deeper
     1 unannounced
     1 streams
     1 moves
     1 slightest
     1 steel
     1 crowns
     1 whimpered
     1 shyly
     1 dutifully
     1 chum
     1 pressed
     1 spirits
     1 listening
     1 fairly
     1 arrival
     1 barred
     1 according
     1 speck
     1 saved
     1 angrily
     1 cage
     1 date
     1 opening
     1 month
     1 lifted
     1 calling
     1 grimly
     1 soil
     1 acquainted
     1 dull
     1 places
     1 sister-in-law
     1 fashions
     1 crack
     1 primitive
     1 lesser
     1 touched
     1 beggar
     1 roar
     1 costly
     1 english
     1 thick
     1 impact
     1 letting
     1 please
     1 judged
     1 acceleration
     1 chemical
     1 types
     1 memories
     1 chaperone
     1 become
     1 invaluable
     1 snapped
     1 damnable
     1 lubberly
     1 fit
     1 unexplainable
     1 careful
     1 amplifier
     1 sliding
     1 wishes
     1 sing
     1 unhappy
     1 whose
     1 skill
     1 suitcase
     1 terror
     1 incessant
     1 ineffable
     1 sell
     1 service
     1 ways
     1 emerged
     1 three
     1 hopeless
     1 sadness
     1 turf
     1 minutely
     1 stilled
     1 wish
     1 conceivable
     1 backed
     1 attention
     1 mightily
     1 reeled
     1 keys
     1 speech
     1 remind
     1 daughters
     1 imagined
     1 conscious
     1 hovered
     1 happen
     1 huddled
     1 courtly
     1 rite
     1 unexpected
     1 smashed
     1 groaned
     1 handle
     1 dreadful
     1 coincidence
     1 sea-water
     1 brood
     1 recovered
     1 retired
     1 midst
     1 reserved
     1 space-physical
     1 losing
     1 guns
     1 fascinated
     1 believed
     1 loose
     1 carving
     1 shade
     1 vaguely
     1 friends
     1 daisy
     1 seeming
     1 lives
     1 pore
     1 willing
     1 heroic
     1 especial
     1 jewels
     1 dramatic
     1 wolf
     1 controlled
     1 public
     1 whiteness
     1 imagination
     1 able
     1 costume
     1 pocket
     1 cords
     1 shoes
     1 gods
     1 intact
     1 hears
     1 everyone's
     1 dogs
     1 swank
     1 tone
     1 nebulae
     1 yak
     1 apparently
     1 dressed
     1 painful
     1 justice
     1 ready
     1 lewisham's
     1 stocked
     1 tiny
     1 dollars
     1 level
     1 heart's
     1 duck
     1 thrilling
     1 craned
     1 corner
     1 emphatically
     1 slightly
     1 joy
     1 daytime
     1 mother
     1 absorbed
     1 concentrate
     1 gleamings
     1 originally
     1 nor
     1 lab
     1 remote
     1 otherwise
     1 shall
     1 mounted
     1 preferable
     1 change
     1 ought
     1 glowed
     1 wing
     1 admire
     1 unknown
     1 familiar
     1 centuries
     1 plunging
     1 discreet
     1 horrified
     1 onward
     1 pensioned
     1 crowned
     1 torn
     1 temptation
     1 knives
     1 feminine
     1 officer
     1 read
     1 tuneless
     1 wore
     1 window
     1 pleiades
     1 sandals
     1 iv
     1 wherever
     1 shrieked
     1 relaxed
     1 stalked
     1 gradually
     1 sang
     1 crime
     1 temples
     1 confusion
     1 gallantly
     1 shadowy
     1 list
     1 strokes
     1 stage
     1 insanity
     1 clung
     1 under-hatch
     1 spending
     1 fired
     1 social
     1 one-making
     1 completely
     1 songs
     1 short
     1 freshman
     1 firmly
     1 announcement
     1 millions
     1 learn
     1 oppressed
     1 nephew
     1 bewilderment
     1 starting
     1 delight
     1 huh
     1 rear
     1 sadly
     1 instincts
     1 years
     1 tentative
     1 swore
     1 resented
     1 spasm
     1 live
     1 minerals
     1 blight
     1 destroy
     1 scene
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  378 the
     242 and
     149 to
     148 he
     133 of
     109 was
     103 a
     85 they
     70 it
     68 in
     61 had
     58 his
     58 that
     56 jerry
     50 him
     49 said
     48 with
     44 were
     44 baird
     40 there
     35 at
     32 on
     32 you
     30 not
     28 as
     28 up
     28 i
     27 but
     27 out
     26 no
     26 them
     23 from
     23 for
     22 their
     21 down
     19 night
     19 could
     18 wainwright
     18 all
     18 water
     18 we
     18 made
     18 river
     18 been
     17 like
     16 harding
     16 what
     16 went
     16 one
     15 more
     15 be
     14 back
     14 then
     14 by
     14 father
     14 now
     14 over
     13 here
     13 didn't
     13 into
     13 souter
     13 thompson
     12 go
     12 away
     12 about
     12 hwyl
     12 when
     12 trees
     11 don't
     11 where
     11 make
     11 through
     11 see
     11 would
     11 so
     10 soderman
     10 looked
     10 while
     10 came
     10 this
     10 too
     10 always
     9 tree
     9 only
     9 man
     9 himself
     9 do
     9 never
     9 is
     8 i'm
     8 felter
     8 did
     8 some
     8 lay
     8 men
     8 face
     8 stars
     8 bank
     8 brought
     8 team
     8 want
     8 little
     8 great
     8 world
     8 days
     8 think
     8 need
     8 took
     8 very
     8 head
     7 right
     7 an
     7 end
     7 any
     7 left
     7 come
     7 seemed
     7 raft
     7 sky
     7 long
     7 food
     7 small
     7 along
     7 people
     7 get
     7 just
     7 again
     7 know
     7 other
     7 morning
     7 others
     6 even
     6 something
     6 without
     6 if
     6 your
     6 village
     6 wanted
     6 followed
     6 how
     6 time
     6 knew
     6 still
     6 wind
     6 sat
     6 branches
     6 thought
     6 asked
     6 than
     6 after
     6 much
     6 far
     6 earth
     6 red
     6 have
     6 are
     6 work
     6 though
     6 around
     5 dr
     5 beautiful
     5 whole
     5 you're
     5 almost
     5 turned
     5 moved
     5 black
     5 life
     5 together
     5 my
     5 decision
     5 watched
     5 because
     5 base
     5 these
     5 enough
     5 us
     5 saw
     5 going
     5 me
     5 green
     5 who
     5 strong
     5 well
     5 pool
     5 got
     5 camp
     5 few
     5 case
     5 light
     5 sun
     5 bright
     5 felt
     5 day
     5 sandbar
     5 shook
     5 couldn't
     5 looking
     5 before
     5 first
     4 under
     4 part
     4 stayed
     4 ahead
     4 stay
     4 flowers
     4 packs
     4 feet
     4 dead
     4 own
     4 large
     4 hands
     4 it's
     4 close
     4 find
     4 let
     4 will
     4 tired
     4 must
     4 vines
     4 held
     4 walked
     4 leave
     4 side
     4 folk
     4 or
     4 way
     4 alone
     4 wasn't
     4 begun
     4 voice
     4 themselves
     4 pits
     4 nobody
     4 strange
     4 air
     4 afraid
     4 words
     4 nothing
     4 house
     4 young
     4 old
     4 started
     4 miles
     4 deep
     4 ever
     4 tried
     4 room
     3 taken
     3 load
     3 cool
     3 hear
     3 set
     3 behind
     3 hot
     3 landscape
     3 fire
     3 he's
     3 understand
     3 continued
     3 strength
     3 platform
     3 good
     3 least
     3 less
     3 feast
     3 except
     3 lie
     3 different
     3 carried
     3 also
     3 cut
     3 until
     3 microtapes
     3 place
     3 help
     3 learned
     3 land
     3 below
     3 cooking
     3 barnard
     3 spoke
     3 leaves
     3 among
     3 became
     3 body
     3 ii
     3 grove
     3 called
     3 doesn't
     3 try
     3 thing
     3 dropped
     3 matter
     3 happy
     3 downward
     3 die
     3 dark
     3 later
     3 smiled
     3 most
     3 making
     3 last
     3 grew
     3 else
     3 why
     3 marsh
     3 what's
     3 standing
     3 lake
     3 earthmen
     3 suddenly
     3 pointed
     3 began
     3 trying
     3 grllan
     3 swam
     3 things
     3 giant
     3 outside
     3 lifted
     3 eyes
     3 surface
     3 rested
     3 feel
     3 each
     3 warm
     3 blessed
     3 which
     3 across
     3 clear
     3 take
     3 once
     3 window
     3 sang
     3 gently
     3 helped
     3 live
     2 death
     2 geysers
     2 20
     2 partly
     2 dragged
     2 both
     2 wet
     2 anxious
     2 we'll
     2 sick
     2 moss
     2 hair
     2 bare
     2 throw
     2 watching
     2 shelter
     2 splashed
     2 picked
     2 fortune
     2 past
     2 passed
     2 glaring
     2 chemist
     2 living
     2 order
     2 cones
     2 kind
     2 send
     2 wide
     2 voices
     2 patterns
     2 curious
     2 sounds
     2 neither
     2 seen
     2 silver-haired
     2 slept
     2 music
     2 laughing
     2 sounded
     2 woufd
     2 trek
     2 pps
     2 microtape
     2 being
     2 windows
     2 lamps
     2 walk
     2 question
     2 sound
     2 forth
     2 round
     2 human
     2 you'll
     2 hills
     2 box
     2 banks
     2 breezes
     2 sunlight
     2 nodded
     2 perhaps
     2 cataract
     2 f
     2 heads
     2 everything
     2 girl
     2 speak
     2 stirred
     2 he'll
     2 shoved
     2 whatever
     2 weak
     2 language
     2 clean
     2 every
     2 beginning
     2 beside
     2 mouth
     2 silver
     2 girls
     2 lived
     2 wandering
     2 getting
     2 distance
     2 laughter
     2 built
     2 forgot
     2 heart
     2 outer
     2 stopped
     2 flowed
     2 hold
     2 asleep
     2 you've
     2 broke
     2 queer
     2 led
     2 walking
     2 wander
     2 ground
     2 moving
     2 yes
     2 sign
     2 laughed
     2 functions
     2 pipes
     2 suns
     2 finally
     2 joined
     2 can't
     2 closer
     2 lines
     2 shake
     2 exploration
     2 wild
     2 farther
     2 won't
     2 streak
     2 bring
     2 sleep
     2 forgetting
     2 doing
     2 boy
     2 self
     2 threat
     2 dad
     2 natural
     2 talking
     2 god
     2 turning
     2 wrong
     2 sitting
     2 beyond
     2 our
     2 its
     2 reach
     2 breathing
     2 planet's
     2 cooled
     2 downstream
     2 her
     2 sweet
     2 look
     2 slender
     2 shapes
     2 father's
     2 flat
     2 ladder
     2 tomorrow
     2 sighed
     2 hundred
     2 jaw
     2 hollowed
     2 soft
     2 roused
     2 none
     2 isn't
     2 shallows
     2 smooth
     2 waited
     2 slowly
     2 required
     2 coming
     2 such
     2 current
     2 container
     2 l
     2 filled
     2 darting
     2 mud
     2 lot
     2 coordinator
     2 above
     2 plumes
     2 yourself
     2 hell
     2 dizzy
     2 laugh
     2 slope
     2 pack
     2 roots
     2 heat
     2 places
     2 lazy
     2 become
     2 fit
     2 rest
     2 might
     2 minds
     2 three
     2 feeling
     2 doubt
     2 cover
     2 dry
     2 steam
     2 losing
     2 remembered
     2 volcanic
     2 between
     2 cheerful
     2 lives
     2 lava
     2 am
     2 ladders
     2 able
     2 since
     2 shaking
     2 found
     2 prospect
     2 seem
     2 wainwright's
     2 learn
     2 high
     1 nearest
     1 can
     1 wait
     1 longest
     1 favor
     1 interstellar
     1 share
     1 gone
     1 ashamed
     1 show
     1 planetary
     1 breath
     1 gather
     1 rose
     1 supply
     1 plaiting
     1 already
     1 thanked
     1 knowledge
     1 danger
     1 concepts
     1 travail
     1 attractive
     1 deal
     1 personal
     1 feasting
     1 hellish
     1 weaf
     1 you'
     1 white
     1 wonder
     1 year's
     1 that's
     1 prodding
     1 sight
     1 perfect
     1 mend
     1 illusion
     1 flew
     1 flashing
     1 glower
     1 trays
     1 grilan
     1 tumbled
     1 brilliant
     1 third
     1 ashes
     1 bottles
     1 foot
     1 doorway
     1 flickerings
     1 clan
     1 emptied
     1 staggered
     1 graceful
     1 striding
     1 listened
     1 foremost
     1 xenobiologist
     1 cliff
     1 harsh
     1 him-broad
     1 roarings
     1 college
     1 rapids
     1 astonished
     1 fast
     1 running
     1 complaining
     1 those
     1 bottlewasher
     1 repface
     1 disapproval
     1 gave
     1 volcanoes
     1 lacked
     1 move
     1 mouths
     1 enormous
     1 brother
     1 minded
     1 rained
     1 accepted
     1 medical
     1 records
     1 jump
     1 throats
     1 pride
     1 sullen
     1 weep
     1 woman
     1 consent
     1 they're
     1 gigantic
     1 coppery
     1 interested
     1 departure
     1 centauri
     1 smoke
     1 sure
     1 grown
     1 thrusting
     1 boots
     1 faid
     1 stubborn
     1 fumaroles
     1 lying
     1 consequences
     1 sacred
     1 special
     1 incredibly
     1 happiest
     1 crept
     1 realised
     1 choking
     1 pleasant
     1 hoped
     1 deadfall
     1 delicate
     1 cross
     1 red-gold
     1 tops
     1 ugly
     1 rescue
     1 confident
     1 beds
     1 iii
     1 hosts
     1 fact
     1 soggy
     1 basket
     1 james
     1 seven
     1 burdens
     1 sparkled
     1 roll
     1 faster-than-light
     1 heard
     1 fire-glow
     1 depending
     1 feeble
     1 dance
     1 tall
     1 creaked
     1 toward
     1 value
     1 finding
     1 thompson's
     1 hit
     1 crowd
     1 leather
     1 big
     1 worry
     1 leaving
     1 handed
     1 ever-present
     1 ones
     1 playing
     1 souls
     1 lump
     1 brush
     1 kinds
     1 barely
     1 somebody
     1 brimstone
     1 career
     1 intense
     1 makeshift
     1 occurred
     1 hurt
     1 entered
     1 culture
     1 broken
     1 holes
     1 boughs
     1 concussion
     1 decide
     1 leaned
     1 thirsty
     1 silken
     1 give
     1 figure
     1 hilltops
     1 walkways
     1 chief
     1 walls
     1 decorated
     1 may
     1 crying
     1 rocked
     1 twisty
     1 creatures
     1 winds
     1 straighten
     1 dived
     1 rangy
     1 bitter-smelling
     1 exhaustion
     1 sack
     1 fame
     1 smaff
     1 stronger
     1 join
     1 downtrodden
     1 pain
     1 tbe
     1 played
     1 evil
     1 sulphur
     1 swift
     1 vigorous
     1 16
     1 niggardly
     1 son
     1 wouldn't
     1 preacher
     1 complex
     1 mists
     1 bright-colored
     1 string
     1 rigged
     1 agilely
     1 apart
     1 bottle
     1 politely
     1 week
     1 le
     1 minutes
     1 soaking
     1 alien
     1 drops
     1 you'd
     1 heading
     1 grabbed
     1 youthful
     1 harshly
     1 hunger
     1 greenish
     1 planets
     1 blindly
     1 30
     1 tied
     1 shouted
     1 thank
     1 authority
     1 picking
     1 rivers
     1 showers
     1 nature
     1 note
     1 fight
     1 western
     1 top
     1 brackett
     1 star-'warms
     1 seeds
     1 reed-and-sapling
     1 torturing
     1 necessity
     1 baffled
     1 liquid
     1 frequently
     1 drums
     1 soderman's
     1 off
     1 word
     1 stare
     1 trunks
     1 slide
     1 curled
     1 alpha
     1 heaved
     1 houses
     1 scorching
     1 center
     1 threw
     1 imperceptibly
     1 wondered
     1 plants
     1 mine
     1 add
     1 let's
     1 swell
     1 parting
     1 hate
     1 adventure
     1 posture
     1 fe
     1 details
     1 contained
     1 talk
     1 heaving
     1 obstinately
     1 wished
     1 staggering
     1 exalted
     1 unhurried
     1 bubbling
     1 upward
     1 drive
     1 energy
     1 cataracts
     1 float
     1 neighbors
     1 care
     1 cattle
     1 slow
     1 study
     1 survive
     1 family
     1 ago
     1 fadder
     1 scamper
     1 slip
     1 archaeopteryx
     1 smelling
     1 log
     1 changing
     1 cold
     1 circles
     1 happened
     1 shelters
     1 man-shaped
     1 answer
     1 waved
     1 creature
     1 luxury
     1 gathered
     1 burned
     1 seasons
     1 swaying
     1 lead
     1 starships
     1 heaven
     1 fall
     1 wheeling
     1 whether
     1 sprang
     1 unconsciousness
     1 silence
     1 geologist
     1 tropical
     1 half
     1 weave
     1 implacable
     1 crushed
     1 drowned
     1 bountiful
     1 allowed
     1 year
     1 fived
     1 we've
     1 superb
     1 prised
     1 barnard's
     1 glimpse
     1 bearded
     1 hem
     1 rain
     1 lather's
     1 future
     1 quite
     1 window-holes
     1 i'll
     1 tree-branch
     1 galaxy
     1 weren't
     1 shrine
     1 exactly
     1 overhead
     1 boy's
     1 strangers
     1 bowed
     1 blood
     1 worlds
     1 fooking
     1 sweet-
     1 wyl
     1 larger
     1 twittered
     1 crawl
     1 decently
     1 raised
     1 smelled
     1 whit
     1 shining
     1 cousins
     1 space
     1 book
     1 parts
     1 passage
     1 put
     1 slid
     1 expert
     1 restless
     1 mood
     1 oddly
     1 problems
     1 leigh
     1 sections
     1 single
     1 fragrant
     1 bent
     1 pulled
     1 replenish
     1 pretending
     1 lost
     1 touch
     1 within
     1 myself
     1 grasses
     1 blew
     1 done
     1 stench
     1 spring
     1 swimmers
     1 ftl
     1 broad
     1 survival
     1 used
     1 steps
     1 beneath
     1 leaf
     1 baskets
     1 grouped
     1 gloom
     1 upriver
     1 floating
     1 cried
     1 clumsy
     1 limits
     1 glide
     1 game
     1 dozen
     1 pierced
     1 predators'
     1 coolness
     1 lose
     1 fell
     1 milky
     1 courage
     1 tossing
     1 garlanded
     1 scurried
     1 peace
     1 secretly
     1 either
     1 agreed
     1 adult
     1 flowing
     1 street
     1 cloud
     1 blank
     1 gold
     1 troubles
     1 man-high
     1 carry
     1 spirit
     1 simply
     1 beckoning
     1 comforted
     1 inimical
     1 peaceful
     1 listen
     1 blackness
     1 ridge
     1 lap
     1 fountain
     1 times
     1 volcano
     1 soul
     1 noises
     1 seriously
     1 calm
     1 tamarisks
     1 medicine
     1 life-forms
     1 spells
     1 threshold
     1 seeing
     1 timelessness
     1 long-necked
     1 giving
     1 resembled
     1 steering
     1 trouble
     1 obey
     1 failed
     1 fish
     1 express
     1 limped
     1 danced
     1 return
     1 curiously
     1 better
     1 precious
     1 saying
     1 holding
     1 underlie
     1 spat
     1 bearing
     1 wifled
     1 fern-tree
     1 hwy
     1 research
     1 sparsely
     1 garments
     1 relax
     1 1v
     1 speed
     1 abruptly
     1 sow
     1 wallowing
     1 bowerbirds
     1 huge
     1 universe
     1 poles
     1 plucked
     1 grateful
     1 stuff
     1 mat
     1 hefuse
     1 smell
     1 dens
     1 save
     1 reckoned
     1 usual
     1 hope
     1 cook
     1 exist
     1 preliminary
     1 capable
     1 stretching
     1 dawn
     1 hurts
     1 hungry
     1 rolled
     1 plastic
     1 blame
     1 sea
     1 worn
     1 hill
     1 failure
     1 near
     1 yesterday
     1 many
     1 sweetly
     1 heaf
     1 man's
     1 swept
     1 badtempered
     1 seldom
     1 wonders
     1 fern-trees
     1 contemptible
     1 possible
     1 helicopter
     1 kept
     1 iron
     1 satellites
     1 features
     1 gathering
     1 withdrawn
     1 group
     1 radio
     1 forgotten
     1 peacefulness
     1 soon
     1 40
     1 remembering
     1 particular
     1 fiercer
     1 grunting
     1 ankle
     1 regret
     1 stumbled
     1 chest
     1 putting
     1 someone
     1 outlook
     1 telling
     1 onto
     1 unfolded
     1 new
     1 returning
     1 woven
     1 vital
     1 innocent
     1 coufdn't
     1 flier
     1 start
     1 trembled
     1 bruises
     1 leaning
     1 lacy
     1 anyone
     1 dwellings
     1 beat
     1 cooler
     1 pigeonholes
     1 tilted
     1 ten
     1 immensity
     1 stop
     1 diving
     1 there's
     1 door-hole
     1 quietly
     1 doctor
     1 means
     1 blind
     1 carnivorous
     1 bitterly
     1 forests
     1 fishing
     1 antagonism
     1 probably
     1 awoke
     1 fly
     1 decided
     1 tucked
     1 deflect
     1 lecture
     1 next
     1 washed
     1 tacit
     1 flying
     1 hanging
     1 younger
     1 launched
     1 souter's
     1 eat
     1 techniques
     1 gifts
     1 reassuring
     1 heady
     1 inside
     1 keen
     1 steady
     1 settled
     1 satellite
     1 i've
     1 feathery
     1 healthy
     1 scarecrows
     1 lands
     1 appalling
     1 scooped
     1 glanced
     1 ash
     1 friendly
     1 leafy
     1 visiting
     1 another
     1 scowl
     1 besides
     1 haven't
     1 potential
     1 weirs
     1 mere
     1 peered
     1 greatest
     1 early
     1 hurry
     1 praying
     1 examined
     1 presently
     1 extraordinary
     1 graveyard
     1 glare
     1 fished
     1 hard
     1 swimmer
     1 hospitable
     1 footsore
     1 moorings
     1 derisive
     1 best
     1 fallen
     1 gaunt
     1 prevent
     1 shot
     1 tension
     1 fear
     1 wenz-boroda
     1 realized
     1 scrambled
     1 500
     1 assigned
     1 connecting
     1 giants
     1 rolling
     1 50
     1 field
     1 reeds
     1 jerry's
     1 edge
     1 travelling
     1 grain
     1 patch
     1 floated
     1 slanting
     1 angry
     1 showed
     1 scudded
     1 dying
     1 reason
     1 domain
     1 dried
     1 spaceships
     1 star
     1 ligaments
     1 fool
     1 untroubled
     1 spent
     1 softly
     1 steaming
     1 returned
     1 planet
     1 silvery
     1 aerial
     1 major
     1 forget
     1 noise
     1 slack
     1 unbearable
     1 staying
     1 outward
     1 perpetual
     1 baird's
     1 ended
     1 vastly
     1 beard
     1 front
     1 knelt
     1 life's
     1 nests
     1 foul-tasting
     1 russet
     1 sprites
     1 lieve
     1 encamped
     1 injured
     1 w
     1 deafened
     1 utterly
     1 watch
     1 known
     1 furnace
     1 towed
     1 ceased
     1 does
     1 lifelines
     1 thankful
     1 detours
     1 atomic
     1 humanity
     1 predatory
     1 physician
     1 mapping
     1 kick
     1 fingers
     1 agree
     1 lightly
     1 layers
     1 whispered
     1 faint
     1 puritan
     1 open
     1 prickling
     1 forms
     1 cheekbones
     1 height
     1 forty
     1 howled
     1 midday
     1 cruelty
     1 fairly
     1 climbed
     1 otters
     1 caught
     1 grass
     1 sour
     1 joint
     1 carrying
     1 nerves
     1 saved
     1 angrily
     1 somewhere
     1 opening
     1 subject
     1 happening
     1 stand
     1 uncannily
     1 clicking
     1 airy
     1 squirming
     1 map
     1 inner
     1 vtols
     1 haze
     1 we're
     1 blow
     1 strode
     1 vitality
     1 maybe
     1 battered
     1 untouched
     1 fiery
     1 hadn't
     1 innocence
     1 redemption
     1 understood
     1 lutheran
     1 thick
     1 ferns
     1 letting
     1 everybody
     1 surge
     1 added
     1 remains
     1 unattainable
     1 starward
     1 bark
     1 reek
     1 breeze
     1 inclined
     1 peoples
     1 rumblings
     1 swing
     1 spouting
     1 whose
     1 second
     1 love
     1 leg
     1 lilting
     1 service
     1 vulcanologist
     1 skipping
     1 two
     1 wish
     1 contentment
     1 full
     1 smile
     1 hidden
     1 joyous
     1 bush
     1 zealous
     1 reasons
     1 tonight
     1 ribbons
     1 skin
     1 foundations
     1 clawed
     1 rite
     1 sap-bearing
     1 missionary
     1 smashed
     1 equipment
     1 alike
     1 proxima
     1 bringing
     1 deeply
     1 artificial
     1 drift
     1 horizon
     1 collected
     1 populated
     1 believed
     1 free
     1 dim
     1 mournfully
     1 shade
     1 expressed
     1 yet
     1 coward
     1 seeming
     1 fail
     1 green-eyed
     1 continuing
     1 sometbing
     1 women
     1 rustling
     1 dangling
     1 reed
     1 faces
     1 tighten
     1 intact
     1 upper
     1 painful
     1 starlight
     1 sprays
     1 pools
     1 altogether
     1 covered
     1 10
     1 hounded
     1 humped
     1 vegetation
     1 complicated
     1 mother
     1 other's
     1 gleamings
     1 longer
     1 spears
     1 swallowed
     1 drying
     1 fruit
     1 useless
     1 change
     1 ought
     1 step
     1 familiar
     1 hand
     1 marched
     1 flow
     1 drank
     1 pictured
     1 torn
     1 botanist
     1 read
     1 wore
     1 scattered
     1 floor
     1 heavy
     1 relaxed
     1 bursting
     1 quiet
     1 senses
     1 anthropologist
     1 tell
     1 stone-age
     1 shirt
     1 songs
     1 wreckage
     1 buried
     1 foliage
     1 anything
     1 burn
     1 thirst
     1 rear
     1 years
     1 hugged
     1 remained
     1 adaptable
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 2186 the
    1498 and
    1005 he
     911 a
     907 of
     897 to
     716 was
     663 it
     554 you
     523 comyn
     510 in
     491 his
     488 that
     404 him
     372 had
     352 said
     345 i
     320 on
     305 but
     301 with
     266 they
     259 were
     251 out
     235 there
     235 not
     223 for
     207 at
     203 all
     200 peter
     199 them
     197 as
     159 up
     155 back
     155 from
     154 what
     153 be
     151 no
     149 have
     144 stanley
     137 one
     136 now
     116 she
     115 know
     114 her
     113 then
     112 like
     112 could
     112 this
     112 into
     111 or
     111 we
     110 cochrane
     110 man
     107 ballantyne
     104 don't
     104 so
     103 me
     100 down
     99 go
     99 about
     99 too
     98 men
     97 get
     92 who
     92 been
     91 away
     90 here
     90 is
     87 if
     87 do
     87 got
     87 are
     86 face
     86 went
     85 time
     85 came
     84 didn't
     83 going
     82 did
     80 only
     80 by
     79 still
     77 your
     77 you're
     76 any
     74 looked
     74 paul
     73 something
     73 more
     73 vickrey
     72 off
     72 way
     71 i'm
     70 when
     69 again
     69 around
     68 an
     67 would
     67 eyes
     67 sydna
     65 made
     64 simon
     64 their
     63 right
     63 where
     63 people
     63 ship
     62 thought
     62 over
     61 can
     61 very
     60 let
     60 want
     58 long
     58 just
     58 think
     56 little
     55 come
     55 head
     55 before
     54 through
     53 some
     51 see
     51 enough
     50 comyn's
     49 can't
     48 it's
     47 even
     47 hands
     47 after
     46 turned
     45 us
     45 voice
     45 look
     44 under
     44 make
     44 big
     44 knew
     44 other
     42 hard
     41 white
     41 that's
     41 cochranes
     41 thing
     41 saw
     40 toward
     40 than
     40 much
     39 why
     39 took
     39 take
     38 good
     38 how
     38 jonas
     38 others
     38 couldn't
     38 hand
     38 tell
     37 will
     37 things
     37 old
     37 between
     36 behind
     36 rogers
     36 life
     36 own
     36 transuranic
     36 light
     36 though
     36 door
     35 left
     35 transuranae
     35 dead
     35 stars
     35 first
     34 without
     34 find
     34 himself
     34 because
     34 well
     34 began
     34 nothing
     33 seemed
     33 sound
     33 has
     33 mouth
     33 trying
     33 earth
     32 voices
     32 you'll
     32 my
     32 asked
     32 never
     32 new
     32 words
     32 two
     31 moved
     31 put
     31 wasn't
     31 another
     31 might
     31 room
     30 wanted
     30 i'll
     30 along
     30 beyond
     30 slowly
     30 ever
     29 sure
     29 won't
     29 nobody
     29 far
     29 afraid
     29 suddenly
     29 told
     28 he's
     28 place
     28 body
     28 better
     28 dark
     28 against
     28 looking
     27 almost
     27 spoke
     27 while
     27 world
     27 star
     26 those
     26 somebody
     26 stood
     26 done
     26 there's
     25 gone
     25 being
     25 ballantyne's
     25 stopped
     25 our
     25 inside
     25 open
     25 once
     25 anything
     24 yes
     24 its
     24 else
     24 isn't
     24 started
     24 across
     23 forward
     23 except
     23 talk
     23 drive
     23 silence
     23 held
     23 i've
     23 felt
     23 found
     23 name
     22 give
     22 every
     22 rock
     22 fear
     21 understand
     21 heard
     21 until
     21 elements
     21 thinking
     21 sat
     21 these
     21 listen
     21 lot
     21 bright
     21 shook
     21 tried
     20 fire
     20 jump
     20 end
     20 french
     20 drink
     20 quite
     20 keep
     20 many
     20 johnny
     20 hadn't
     20 three
     20 which
     19 hit
     19 wouldn't
     19 peter's
     19 stay
     19 answer
     19 cabin
     19 side
     19 say
     19 great
     19 coming
     19 caught
     19 moment
     19 we're
     19 maybe
     19 run
     18 bad
     18 mind
     18 remember
     18 oh
     18 log
     18 whether
     18 barnard's
     18 lost
     18 waited
     18 bill
     18 high
     17 ran
     17 breath
     17 set
     17 kind
     17 help
     17 word
     17 feet
     17 cold
     17 same
     17 you've
     17 grove
     17 table
     17 doctor
     17 paper
     17 mean
     17 feel
     17 work
     17 yet
     16 bed
     16 chair
     16 you'd
     16 lay
     16 waiting
     16 stanley's
     16 space
     16 kill
     16 reached
     16 small
     16 minute
     16 trouble
     16 doing
     16 stop
     16 strange
     16 reason
     16 full
     16 trees
     15 gorge
     15 care
     15 arm
     15 close
     15 hold
     15 scared
     15 night
     15 either
     15 walked
     15 man's
     15 last
     15 armor
     15 need
     15 second
     15 sun
     15 longer
     14 plain
     14 fast
     14 whole
     14 seen
     14 should
     14 bar
     14 business
     14 shadow
     14 watched
     14 called
     14 times
     14 wall
     14 glanced
     14 crazy
     14 above
     14 anyway
     14 main
     14 arch
     14 kid
     13 four
     13 gave
     13 part
     13 pay
     13 power
     13 let's
     13 beside
     13 happened
     13 getting
     13 heart
     13 sweat
     13 try
     13 shut
     13 wrong
     13 alone
     13 kept
     13 air
     13 edge
     13 lights
     13 few
     13 young
     13 darkness
     13 sense
     13 faces
     13 ready
     12 lunar
     12 death
     12 knowledge
     12 arms
     12 he'd
     12 miss
     12 died
     12 glass
     12 followed
     12 leaned
     12 meant
     12 human
     12 nodded
     12 sydna's
     12 strang
     12 broke
     12 grotto
     12 must
     12 mars
     12 smiled
     12 someone
     12 onto
     12 beat
     12 most
     12 upon
     12 strong
     12 probably
     12 shoulders
     12 showed
     12 softly
     12 outside
     12 whispered
     12 since
     12 change
     11 already
     11 both
     11 hair
     11 money
     11 ugly
     11 burning
     11 break
     11 helmet
     11 sudden
     11 shouted
     11 itself
     11 whatever
     11 anybody
     11 beginning
     11 family
     11 together
     11 among
     11 nice
     11 moving
     11 laughed
     11 finally
     11 real
     11 anyone
     11 making
     11 haven't
     11 such
     11 guess
     11 closed
     11 naked
     11 gardens
     11 hell
     11 red
     11 opened
     11 roth
     11 deep
     11 path
     11 clear
     11 dome
     10 wait
     10 we'll
     10 passed
     10 sorry
     10 pretty
     10 wide
     10 mountains
     10 struck
     10 cut
     10 chasm
     10 flesh
     10 fight
     10 everything
     10 energy
     10 sprang
     10 touch
     10 alive
     10 aren't
     10 cried
     10 doesn't
     10 closer
     10 leave
     10 chance
     10 brought
     10 wild
     10 matter
     10 saying
     10 sitting
     10 turn
     10 motion
     10 soon
     10 quietly
     10 shot
     10 teeth
     10 paused
     10 system
     10 home
     10 rest
     10 talked
     10 lock
     10 moon
     10 ledges
     10 i'd
     10 step
     10 floor
     10 cochrane's
     9 rose
     9 they're
     9 claudia
     9 less
     9 mr
     9 yacht
     9 hospital
     9 may
     9 different
     9 pain
     9 round
     9 cry
     9 distant
     9 perhaps
     9 note
     9 answered
     9 call
     9 ears
     9 burned
     9 wind
     9 tight
     9 worlds
     9 steps
     9 vickrey's
     9 briefly
     9 kessel
     9 fell
     9 rolled
     9 talking
     9 lips
     9 bodies
     9 possible
     9 forgotten
     9 cells
     9 screamed
     9 grew
     9 mad
     9 yeah
     9 moonlight
     9 standing
     9 easy
     9 angry
     9 days
     9 play
     9 guard
     9 front
     9 house
     9 stand
     9 lifted
     9 fires
     9 crack
     9 touched
     9 stared
     9 feeling
     9 each
     9 speech
     9 free
     9 am
     9 day
     9 books
     9 stepped
     9 brown
     8 truck
     8 listened
     8 watching
     8 running
     8 living
     8 lying
     8 ahead
     8 funny
     8 loud
     8 worse
     8 sharply
     8 throat
     8 thrust
     8 planets
     8 fisher
     8 sky
     8 ago
     8 normal
     8 laughter
     8 half
     8 blood
     8 children
     8 bent
     8 pulled
     8 myself
     8 pale
     8 friend
     8 shoulder
     8 used
     8 ground
     8 game
     8 low
     8 really
     8 cities
     8 pass
     8 poured
     8 goes
     8 neck
     8 narrow
     8 moons
     8 changed
     8 company
     8 course
     8 what's
     8 sit
     8 presently
     8 corridor
     8 filled
     8 fool
     8 nerves
     8 calling
     8 bluff
     8 blow
     8 everybody
     8 added
     8 couple
     8 hidden
     8 sent
     8 glad
     8 unknown
     8 instead
     8 landed
     7 taken
     7 share
     7 hear
     7 dragged
     7 terrace
     7 faster
     7 metal
     7 ports
     7 beautiful
     7 shadows
     7 luna
     7 tall
     7 ones
     7 hurt
     7 shocker
     7 worth
     7 walls
     7 question
     7 forth
     7 alien
     7 shrugged
     7 beauty
     7 upward
     7 vague
     7 pushed
     7 barnard
     7 slow
     7 lived
     7 distance
     7 large
     7 bones
     7 we've
     7 private
     7 exactly
     7 tired
     7 star-drive
     7 swung
     7 idea
     7 rifle
     7 true
     7 ii
     7 quivered
     7 crowded
     7 point
     7 killed
     7 waiter
     7 drill
     7 sleep
     7 ores
     7 rather
     7 locks
     7 gun
     7 rough
     7 field
     7 use
     7 watch
     7 yourself
     7 faint
     7 listening
     7 grass
     7 angrily
     7 somewhere
     7 opening
     7 dubman
     7 thick
     7 landing
     7 tough
     7 happen
     7 skin
     7 remembered
     7 loose
     7 gesture
     7 tiny
     7 covered
     7 rushed
     7 staring
     7 heavy
     7 five
     7 short
     7 years
     7 swore
     7 live
     6 gray
     6 met
     6 brilliant
     6 hot
     6 sick
     6 gate
     6 picked
     6 curious
     6 rang
     6 fact
     6 knows
     6 screen
     6 george
     6 least
     6 sharp
     6 form
     6 having
     6 stranger
     6 meaning
     6 gentle
     6 swift
     6 abyss
     6 washburn
     6 harshly
     6 york
     6 doors
     6 slipped
     6 threw
     6 wondered
     6 easily
     6 fist
     6 water
     6 fall
     6 forever
     6 paul's
     6 drawn
     6 weren't
     6 shining
     6 brooding
     6 faded
     6 tongue
     6 garden
     6 blew
     6 repeated
     6 drove
     6 lines
     6 farther
     6 holding
     6 huge
     6 cute
     6 hope
     6 spaceport
     6 later
     6 flight
     6 middle
     6 sighed
     6 jaw
     6 okay
     6 forest
     6 laid
     6 killer
     6 road
     6 copper
     6 hesitated
     6 best
     6 safe
     6 brain
     6 taste
     6 studied
     6 bit
     6 worked
     6 check
     6 line
     6 stunned
     6 does
     6 rising
     6 pressed
     6 barred
     6 radiation
     6 saved
     6 memory
     6 several
     6 johnny's
     6 slipping
     6 often
     6 glory
     6 ledge
     6 orders
     6 truth
     6 taking
     6 using
     6 pocket
     6 knees
     6 corner
     6 guy
     6 nor
     6 ask
     6 cigarette
     6 quiet
     6 shirt
     6 paid
     5 fair
     5 partly
     5 job
     5 uranium
     5 harsh
     5 damn
     5 ridiculous
     5 dirty
     5 past
     5 follow
     5 rogers'
     5 demanded
     5 awful
     5 welcome
     5 sounds
     5 neither
     5 stayed
     5 armed
     5 roll
     5 devil
     5 crowd
     5 weapon
     5 sounded
     5 muttered
     5 hung
     5 boughs
     5 bolt
     5 hall
     5 number
     5 vault
     5 evil
     5 grunted
     5 apart
     5 minutes
     5 we'd
     5 eye
     5 certain
     5 complete
     5 flowers
     5 speak
     5 clean
     5 constantly
     5 buy
     5 castle
     5 built
     5 radiance
     5 bars
     5 rooms
     5 muscles
     5 thousand
     5 tore
     5 savagely
     5 alarm
     5 corporation
     5 furiously
     5 suppose
     5 drew
     5 walking
     5 says
     5 beneath
     5 bitter
     5 dropped
     5 yelled
     5 giving
     5 tables
     5 failed
     5 flash
     5 building
     5 happy
     5 flared
     5 bring
     5 excitement
     5 universe
     5 boy
     5 die
     5 worn
     5 god
     5 wearing
     5 mare
     5 dreaming
     5 they'd
     5 questions
     5 scream
     5 flung
     5 calls
     5 intent
     5 eager
     5 shapes
     5 means
     5 screaming
     5 decided
     5 themselves
     5 busy
     5 quit
     5 besides
     5 sally
     5 none
     5 hurry
     5 smooth
     5 examined
     5 especially
     5 fun
     5 bunk
     5 imbrium
     5 bushes
     5 thin
     5 noise
     5 outward
     5 fine
     5 smiling
     5 bore
     5 atomic
     5 swiftly
     5 car
     5 fingers
     5 steel
     5 blue
     5 dull
     5 strain
     5 force
     5 become
     5 snapped
     5 careful
     5 whose
     5 guards
     5 ways
     5 attention
     5 finished
     5 excited
     5 searched
     5 hardly
     5 covering
     5 dry
     5 hey
     5 dress
     5 spread
     5 friends
     5 women
     5 able
     5 shoes
     5 empty
     5 dust
     5 anywhere
     5 ought
     5 shaking
     5 color
     5 screech
     5 noticed
     5 seem
     5 fired
     5 completely
     5 sides
     5 party
     5 scientists
     4 cool
     4 stirring
     4 em
     4 heavily
     4 personal
     4 mild-faced
     4 wonder
     4 sight
     4 tree
     4 third
     4 higher
     4 late
     4 foot
     4 necessary
     4 risen
     4 damned
     4 move
     4 solar
     4 woman
     4 grown
     4 strongly
     4 boots
     4 stubborn
     4 special
     4 sweated
     4 madness
     4 sake
     4 silently
     4 plenty
     4 instruments
     4 science
     4 slept
     4 leaving
     4 liked
     4 playing
     4 laughing
     4 shift
     4 physics
     4 straight
     4 murder
     4 figure
     4 vanished
     4 walk
     4 knock
     4 heels
     4 carried
     4 makes
     4 pockets
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     105 she
     93 that
     88 had
     82 you
     74 not
     66 his
     64 fraser
     64 but
     54 i
     50 him
     49 for
     47 on
     47 said
     46 with
     46 bisha
     45 there
     44 no
     42 as
     38 be
     36 were
     36 have
     35 at
     33 child
     33 is
     33 out
     32 me
     32 could
     32 from
     32 they
     32 are
     30 them
     29 into
     28 would
     26 then
     24 by
     24 so
     23 up
     22 your
     22 desert
     21 do
     21 what
     21 been
     20 know
     19 only
     19 time
     19 now
     19 one
     18 an
     18 did
     18 looked
     18 we
     17 back
     17 about
     17 who
     17 this
     17 tor-esh
     16 all
     16 when
     16 going
     16 came
     16 again
     16 too
     16 before
     15 if
     15 more
     15 their
     15 old
     14 men
     14 down
     14 little
     14 afraid
     13 don't
     13 come
     13 some
     13 how
     13 like
     13 own
     13 way
     13 went
     13 town
     12 right
     12 away
     12 didn't
     12 mars
     12 began
     12 very
     12 mother
     11 something
     11 my
     11 here
     11 because
     11 die
     11 never
     11 door
     11 head
     11 around
     10 even
     10 without
     10 help
     10 long
     10 still
     10 will
     10 its
     10 nomads
     10 much
     10 hard
     10 over
     10 made
     10 trac-car
     10 work
     10 miles
     9 any
     9 tribe
     9 curse
     9 off
     9 face
     9 small
     9 through
     9 us
     9 people
     9 after
     9 look
     9 took
     9 light
     9 yet
     9 dust
     9 across
     8 can
     8 i'm
     8 man
     8 turned
     8 knew
     8 martian
     8 or
     8 sleep
     8 many
     8 dark
     8 than
     8 why
     8 other
     8 isn't
     8 suddenly
     8 nothing
     8 car
     8 three
     8 gods
     7 behind
     7 seemed
     7 stood
     7 place
     7 talk
     7 wind
     7 put
     7 thought
     7 karappa
     7 must
     7 asked
     7 night
     7 times
     7 better
     7 our
     7 wake
     7 course
     7 another
     7 quonset
     7 sickness
     7 things
     7 few
     7 told
     7 think
     7 house
     7 need
     7 hours
     7 open
     7 eyes
     6 gone
     6 ran
     6 hear
     6 both
     6 go
     6 months
     6 under
     6 woman
     6 where
     6 left
     6 sand
     6 until
     6 feet
     6 beside
     6 fall
     6 let
     6 among
     6 himself
     6 martians
     6 enough
     6 alone
     6 forgotten
     6 doctor
     6 inside
     6 well
     6 slowly
     6 words
     6 lonesome
     6 earth
     6 run
     6 might
     6 lab
     6 hand
     5 arms
     5 bed
     5 bisha's
     5 good
     5 toward
     5 make
     5 slept
     5 sound
     5 wouldn't
     5 cry
     5 alien
     5 fraser's
     5 girl
     5 drink
     5 arm
     5 half
     5 find
     5 i'll
     5 stars
     5 stopped
     5 tired
     5 sat
     5 done
     5 yes
     5 see
     5 can't
     5 saw
     5 trouble
     5 keep
     5 want
     5 great
     5 smiled
     5 against
     5 healthy
     5 hundred
     5 world
     5 far
     5 got
     5 safe
     5 races
     5 felt
     5 take
     5 tried
     5 room
     4 share
     4 trading
     4 white
     4 passed
     4 gave
     4 end
     4 living
     4 you're
     4 forward
     4 seen
     4 rider
     4 almost
     4 somebody
     4 powerful
     4 minutes
     4 moved
     4 stay
     4 learned
     4 word
     4 power
     4 sky
     4 family
     4 torches
     4 happened
     4 answer
     4 water
     4 close
     4 quite
     4 tight
     4 same
     4 kill
     4 children
     4 fourth
     4 while
     4 held
     4 try
     4 twenty
     4 matter
     4 get
     4 silent
     4 questions
     4 soon
     4 just
     4 needed
     4 frightened
     4 fear
     4 earthmen
     4 magic
     4 brain
     4 trying
     4 thin
     4 curses
     4 young
     4 whispered
     4 morning
     4 lifted
     4 started
     4 wisdom
     4 canal
     4 between
     4 taking
     4 longer
     4 which
     4 found
     4 name
     4 anything
     4 years
     3 show
     3 already
     3 they'll
     3 anxious
     3 tests
     3 four
     3 fast
     3 running
     3 picked
     3 metal
     3 past
     3 chair
     3 sure
     3 whole
     3 sometimes
     3 earthman
     3 science
     3 glass
     3 music
     3 desperation
     3 except
     3 wanted
     3 figure
     3 remember
     3 shape
     3 evil
     3 perhaps
     3 certain
     3 should
     3 interest
     3 ignorant
     3 control
     3 ears
     3 whatever
     3 beast
     3 life
     3 care
     3 dead
     3 together
     3 normal
     3 cold
     3 chill
     3 getting
     3 channel
     3 hands
     3 thinking
     3 it's
     3 promise
     3 laboratory
     3 became
     3 food
     3 tracks
     3 you've
     3 queer
     3 body
     3 child's
     3 doesn't
     3 drove
     3 walked
     3 bitter
     3 accident
     3 leave
     3 brought
     3 thing
     3 mental
     3 rolled
     3 woke
     3 san
     3 effort
     3 flung
     3 voice
     3 father
     3 beat
     3 most
     3 stop
     3 wall
     3 quietly
     3 next
     3 shouting
     3 i've
     3 beasts
     3 laid
     3 cab
     3 weakness
     3 air
     3 waited
     3 easy
     3 such
     3 saddle
     3 dying
     3 days
     3 use
     3 mean
     3 forget
     3 poor
     3 outside
     3 tears
     3 darkness
     3 calling
     3 dull
     3 we're
     3 understood
     3 added
     3 rest
     3 minds
     3 finished
     3 hardly
     3 coincidence
     3 francisco
     3 though
     3 pattern
     3 ever
     3 tiny
     3 shook
     3 centuries
     3 shaking
     3 clear
     3 once
     3 window
     3 floor
     3 tell
     3 moods
     3 first
     2 greeting
     2 taken
     2 wait
     2 death
     2 rose
     2 knowledge
     2 stiffly
     2 set
     2 that's
     2 relief
     2 superstition
     2 disease
     2 age
     2 helplessly
     2 we'll
     2 knife
     2 sick
     2 fire
     2 listened
     2 damn
     2 those
     2 she'll
     2 trail
     2 medical
     2 miss
     2 follow
     2 resistance
     2 order
     2 sorry
     2 draining
     2 wondering
     2 fierce-eyed
     2 kind
     2 hooves
     2 send
     2 shiver
     2 voices
     2 shed
     2 ill
     2 meet
     2 seven
     2 blues
     2 dignity
     2 devil
     2 circle
     2 big
     2 worry
     2 leaving
     2 liked
     2 certainly
     2 mind
     2 digging
     2 northern
     2 hurt
     2 hung
     2 broken
     2 followed
     2 sank
     2 walls
     2 different
     2 surely
     2 having
     2 carried
     2 stranger
     2 pain
     2 swift
     2 virus
     2 patched
     2 you'll
     2 hills
     2 has
     2 desperate
     2 curtain
     2 slapped
     2 ignorance
     2 observed
     2 nodded
     2 mighty
     2 land
     2 solemnly
     2 mention
     2 waiting
     2 city
     2 dashboard
     2 physical
     2 periods
     2 call
     2 every
     2 spoke
     2 slow
     2 smart
     2 tribesmen
     2 built
     2 elements
     2 unfamiliar
     2 whether
     2 canals
     2 shadow
     2 nights
     2 lassitude
     2 blood
     2 flowed
     2 asleep
     2 space
     2 single
     2 drew
     2 swung
     2 lost
     2 watched
     2 machines
     2 written
     2 track
     2 scapegoat
     2 she's
     2 perfectly
     2 creeping
     2 used
     2 true
     2 reached
     2 believe
     2 called
     2 roughly
     2 cried
     2 riders
     2 repeated
     2 low
     2 minute
     2 killed
     2 these
     2 clock
     2 side
     2 confinement
     2 along
     2 blackness
     2 folk
     2 seeing
     2 bench
     2 precious
     2 saying
     2 happy
     2 learning
     2 streets
     2 sorcery
     2 dawn
     2 talking
     2 god
     2 wrong
     2 wasn't
     2 beyond
     2 poured
     2 neck
     2 reach
     2 neat
     2 narrow
     2 following
     2 someone
     2 herself
     2 cultures
     2 new
     2 innocent
     2 anyone
     2 acquired
     2 authorities
     2 infirmary
     2 incomplete
     2 making
     2 duty
     2 likely
     2 fourteen
     2 ritual
     2 what's
     2 office
     2 latch
     2 hurry
     2 retreated
     2 fallen
     2 anger
     2 pad
     2 blade
     2 coming
     2 greater
     2 catch
     2 earthly
     2 muffled
     2 belly
     2 cruel
     2 bit
     2 presence
     2 afternoon
     2 clanking
     2 intervals
     2 fighting
     2 watch
     2 side-effect
     2 known
     2 line
     2 quarters
     2 witchcraft
     2 swiftly
     2 wrapped
     2 unless
     2 negative
     2 anyway
     2 pressed
     2 moment
     2 odd
     2 battery
     2 trick
     2 esp
     2 raising
     2 opened
     2 sense
     2 history
     2 fit
     2 several
     2 talked
     2 love
     2 caravan
     2 leaden
     2 two
     2 wish
     2 full
     2 smile
     2 hidden
     2 trees
     2 happen
     2 grim
     2 dry
     2 retired
     2 weariness
     2 bright
     2 fault
     2 born
     2 hating
     2 am
     2 illness
     2 knees
     2 corner
     2 woman's
     2 nor
     2 remote
     2 couldn't
     2 staring
     2 impossible
     2 school
     2 compass
     2 gently
     2 affair
     2 looking
     2 sin
     2 emotions
     2 drop
     2 live
     2 community
     1 haste
     1 smells
     1 throwing-sticks
     1 hopeful
     1 blinds
     1 finality
     1 recurrence
     1 conditions
     1 ashamed
     1 sink
     1 wheel
     1 breath
     1 immediately
     1 p
     1 begging
     1 roared
     1 supply
     1 final
     1 surprise
     1 thanked
     1 danger
     1 dripped
     1 tap
     1 deal
     1 whenever
     1 logic
     1 teach
     1 job
     1 pious
     1 stained
     1 wonder
     1 doll
     1 dragged
     1 pervaded
     1 camels
     1 explanations
     1 grub
     1 twisted
     1 premature
     1 colleges
     1 stole
     1 thunder
     1 bad
     1 cure
     1 rouse
     1 fix
     1 cotton
     1 staggered
     1 curbed
     1 affected
     1 mercifully
     1 hair
     1 tribes
     1 defiling
     1 chances
     1 ruthless
     1 cliff
     1 harsh
     1 genes
     1 atmosphere
     1 lord
     1 wanting
     1 terran
     1 tensed
     1 supreme
     1 lacking
     1 shelter
     1 sheer
     1 clutched
     1 bridle
     1 sincere
     1 tangle
     1 flame
     1 series
     1 combination
     1 faster
     1 shaman
     1 absolute
     1 brick
     1 destroyed
     1 ailment
     1 understand
     1 elders
     1 move
     1 depressed
     1 untasted
     1 wrappings
     1 gravely
     1 accepted
     1 lurching
     1 weep
     1 unvaried
     1 endless
     1 concentration
     1 landmarks
     1 struggled
     1 interested
     1 theirs
     1 customers
     1 underneath
     1 smoke
     1 grown
     1 shortened
     1 thrusting
     1 rattled
     1 desertfolk
     1 experienced
     1 warmly
     1 drawing
     1 exhaustive
     1 lying
     1 demanded
     1 crept
     1 choking
     1 awful
     1 eight
     1 cap
     1 blown
     1 epidemic
     1 welcome
     1 sake
     1 method
     1 wretched
     1 report
     1 mountains
     1 sounds
     1 yawned
     1 ugly
     1 silently
     1 neither
     1 part
     1 begged
     1 ached
     1 immunity
     1 adjoined
     1 numbness
     1 thickness
     1 heard
     1 shrewd
     1 pitiless
     1 attitude
     1 less
     1 marvels
     1 acquiring
     1 tall
     1 textbook
     1 notes
     1 value
     1 died
     1 hit
     1 passing
     1 tip
     1 legends
     1 somehow
     1 fails
     1 habit
     1 immemorial
     1 kinds
     1 barely
     1 climax
     1 struck
     1 rapidly
     1 accurate
     1 pounding
     1 intense
     1 miracles
     1 weapon
     1 lower
     1 sounded
     1 contracted
     1 lit
     1 kids
     1 reluctantly
     1 muttered
     1 term
     1 loud
     1 corroded
     1 stir
     1 psychologists
     1 thickening
     1 scouring
     1 worse
     1 hasn't
     1 rippling
     1 sources
     1 driest
     1 sharply
     1 trundle
     1 dragging
     1 hissings
     1 leaned
     1 meant
     1 straight
     1 murder
     1 lugging
     1 give
     1 abandon
     1 subconscious
     1 being
     1 lie
     1 impatiently
     1 fear-nerves
     1 refreshed
     1 may
     1 depression
     1 relieved
     1 whacked
     1 littered
     1 casual
     1 walk
     1 knock
     1 ominous
     1 brooded
     1 test
     1 produce
     1 fleet
     1 numbed
     1 hut
     1 question
     1 pressure
     1 lied
     1 tents
     1 furious
     1 cut
     1 conceive
     1 meaning
     1 fetish-priest
     1 contagious
     1 recessive
     1 page
     1 badly
     1 north
     1 existed
     1 abyss
     1 pray
     1 stitched
     1 violently
     1 midnight
     1 apart
     1 bottle
     1 cuts
     1 glorious
     1 alert
     1 throat
     1 grant
     1 week
     1 lamp
     1 engrossed
     1 box
     1 lolled
     1 distant
     1 grabbed
     1 growth
     1 hunger
     1 spiritless
     1 chops
     1 idiot
     1 distrust
     1 onset
     1 cowardice
     1 lay
     1 wailed
     1 belongs
     1 startled
     1 cope
     1 gliding
     1 million
     1 awakened
     1 facts
     1 withdrawal
     1 spool
     1 pinpoint
     1 bucking
     1 placed
     1 setting
     1 others'
     1 cloak
     1 asking
     1 undernourished
     1 government
     1 run-down
     1 necessity
     1 baffled
     1 bar
     1 wrenched
     1 answered
     1 far-off
     1 doors
     1 build
     1 harvest
     1 treating
     1 threadbare
     1 healer
     1 stare
     1 punish
     1 garment
     1 sobs
     1 impressed
     1 ceremonial
     1 helpless
     1 untried
     1 everything
     1 consulted
     1 wiped
     1 threw
     1 wondered
     1 plowed
     1 mine
     1 let's
     1 forgive
     1 sciences
     1 irrigated
     1 complete
     1 itself
     1 hate
     1 moody
     1 below
     1 comforting
     1 bread
     1 speak
     1 methods
     1 stirred
     1 postulating
     1 doleful
     1 designed
     1 unsuspecting
     1 warlocks
     1 rippled
     1 ships
     1 weary
     1 oh
     1 scaly
     1 clean
     1 lesson
     1 scrap
     1 alternative
     1 energy
     1 symptoms
     1 terrible
     1 pushed
     1 assurance
     1 habitually
     1 squinting
     1 dreamed
     1 affect
     1 survive
     1 mouth
     1 bucket
     1 ago
     1 lean
     1 healing
     1 mass
     1 tunnels
     1 unusual
     1 lived
     1 seat
     1 examine
     1 dawned
     1 civilization
     1 sleepily
     1 painfully
     1 tales
     1 violent
     1 creature
     1 gathered
     1 abroad
     1 trembling
     1 fuss
     1 central
     1 seems
     1 tortured
     1 impress
     1 empires
     1 purposeful
     1 indulge
     1 aware
     1 glittering
     1 nervously
     1 heart
     1 cleanse
     1 stories
     1 awe
     1 forever
     1 unconsciousness
     1 straining
     1 silence
     1 succeeded
     1 ducking
     1 reality
     1 penetrating
     1 drawn
     1 unusually
     1 remnant
     1 outer
     1 drowned
     1 scowling
     1 allowed
     1 side-effects
     1 net
     1 populace
     1 private
     1 hello
     1 shyings
     1 direction
     1 nomad
     1 cause
     1 sweat
     1 starshine
     1 bowed
     1 bear
     1 trampling
     1 superstitious
     1 pardon
     1 chrome
     1 six
     1 savagely
     1 laden
     1 sob
     1 hold
     1 nations
     1 operate
     1 eaten
     1 alarm
     1 given
     1 broadcast
     1 trifle
     1 broke
     1 parts
     1 peer
     1 secret
     1 hardy
     1 oceans
     1 mood
     1 there'll
     1 legendary
     1 foulest
     1 theoretically
     1 accord
     1 suppose
     1 needle
     1 bent
     1 veiled
     1 deserts
     1 touch
     1 openmouthed
     1 condition
     1 walking
     1 trusted
     1 bank
     1 comatose
     1 shoulder
     1 blew
     1 luster
     1 wife
     1 cropping
     1 slaughter
     1 desolation
     1 townsmen
     1 survival
     1 spear
     1 overtook
     1 unromantic
     1 unwise
     1 moving
     1 host
     1 quivered
     1 sinuses
     1 unnatural
     1 trample
     1 pull
     1 clumsy
     1 spinal
     1 pipes
     1 reading
     1 glow
     1 training
     1 nearly
     1 dozed
     1 dazed
     1 finally
     1 fell
     1 cursed
     1 brazen
     1 either
     1 supposed
     1 healers
     1 correct
     1 adult
     1 snarled
     1 imaginative
     1 street
     1 cloud
     1 blank
     1 kings
     1 modern
     1 lines
     1 loneliness
     1 carry
     1 simply
     1 certainty
     1 ethical
     1 interdependent
     1 carriers
     1 crossed
     1 listen
     1 shake
     1 lap
     1 feared
     1 answers
     1 persons
     1 checked
     1 decay
     1 sublimate
     1 dropped
     1 calm
     1 rigid
     1 shown
     1 bay
     1 wild
     1 frasher
     1 mentally
     1 tyke
     1 farther
     1 giving
     1 won't
     1 lift
     1 obey
     1 treated
     1 local
     1 depths
     1 ear
     1 return
     1 serious
     1 robe
     1 stone
     1 daze
     1 cracks
     1 tightly
     1 evening
     1 topaz
     1 table
     1 green
     1 wire
     1 smacked
     1 counting
     1 undersized
     1 research
     1 bring
     1 cities
     1 drifted
     1 rushing
     1 shut
     1 abruptly
     1 uneasy
     1 sobbing
     1 plump
     1 submission
     1 blur
     1 organism
     1 pattering
     1 haunted
     1 afford
     1 rather
     1 usual
     1 hope
     1 natural
     1 hungry
     1 terrified
     1 simple
     1 sea
     1 deadly
     1 worn
     1 sharing
     1 near
     1 polar
     1 murmured
     1 lips
     1 phrases
     1 sitting
     1 shards
     1 noncooperation
     1 riding
     1 they'd
     1 gash
     1 man's
     1 forty-six
     1 begun
     1 wonders
     1 wise
     1 torment
     1 later
     1 kept
     1 proud
     1 length
     1 whirled
     1 cost
     1 introduced
     1 engaged
     1 preferred
     1 withdrawn
     1 unbreakable
     1 roads
     1 satisfy
     1 neatly
     1 walled
     1 supplies
     1 traditional
     1 cowardly
     1 shaggy-haired
     1 wavered
     1 permitted
     1 remoteness
     1 day's
     1 chest
     1 corrosive
     1 nonsense
     1 putting
     1 moons
     1 telling
     1 undisturbed
     1 nose
     1 trembled
     1 crouch
     1 tempted
     1 crumpled
     1 weeping
     1 detailed
     1 roof
     1 cleansed
     1 ducked
     1 there's
     1 gravitation
     1 flight
     1 fatal
     1 lifetime
     1 questioned
     1 upon
     1 starring
     1 folklore
     1 blind
     1 thoroughly
     1 strong
     1 cleared
     1 torchlight
     1 viciously
     1 bell
     1 gulping
     1 tremendous
     1 decided
     1 discharged
     1 stuck
     1 last
     1 mechanically
     1 company
     1 shoulders
     1 departed
     1 eat
     1 plunge
     1 blaze
     1 clothes
     1 else
     1 derangement
     1 shorter
     1 dig
     1 necessarily
     1 unrecognizable
     1 stamped
     1 dash
     1 product
     1 blue-black
     1 wars
     1 glanced
     1 involved
     1 blurred
     1 friendly
     1 nobody
     1 g
     1 ship
     1 sit
     1 besides
     1 ruled
     1 soft
     1 haven't
     1 well-equipped
     1 crazy
     1 frantic
     1 padded
     1 none
     1 strange
     1 beam
     1 establishing
     1 depressing
     1 heavy-faced
     1 fixation
     1 streaming
     1 greatest
     1 early
     1 customary
     1 trade
     1 prick
     1 evolved
     1 willed
     1 lurched
     1 possibly
     1 hid
     1 presently
     1 instinctively
     1 pleasure
     1 dressing
     1 creep
     1 hesitated
     1 puzzling
     1 battle
     1 flickering
     1 tear-streaked
     1 incalculable
     1 imposing
     1 best
     1 tapestries
     1 required
     1 micro-books
     1 bled
     1 evidence
     1 realized
     1 caused
     1 degree
     1 edge
     1 bottoms
     1 disobeyed
     1 exorcism
     1 exhausting
     1 nine
     1 closed
     1 bawl
     1 showed
     1 stretched
     1 approve
     1 mud
     1 clothing
     1 temperature
     1 mid-afternoon
     1 weighted
     1 powers
     1 mentioned
     1 false
     1 urging
     1 lot
     1 pointed
     1 fool
     1 spent
     1 stick
     1 drugged
     1 softly
     1 tolerated
     1 above
     1 mystic
     1 studied
     1 smoky
     1 incredible
     1 lights
     1 birds
     1 ended
     1 curbing
     1 south
     1 front
     1 fine
     1 person
     1 kissed
     1 rage
     1 grief
     1 dollar
     1 stated
     1 does
     1 process
     1 belief
     1 laugh
     1 working
     1 lighted
     1 bore
     1 patted
     1 red
     1 thundering
     1 wagner's
     1 physician
     1 potent
     1 heredity
     1 created
     1 blankets
     1 preceding
     1 content
     1 happens
     1 treads
     1 mostly
     1 pathology
     1 poignant
     1 wavering
     1 heartbeats
     1 frozen
     1 equally
     1 layers
     1 faint
     1 rising
     1 pretense
     1 steel
     1 whimpered
     1 dog
     1 diminishing
     1 pack
     1 cruelty
     1 dust-tight
     1 gadgetry
     1 barred
     1 climbed
     1 horses
     1 blazing
     1 kicking
     1 pick
     1 nerves
     1 blue
     1 drained
     1 angrily
     1 roots
     1 sunshine
     1 boomerangs
     1 tightened
     1 intensely
     1 proposition
     1 warmed
     1 hesitantly
     1 scatter
     1 oracle
     1 snorting
     1 lesser
     1 ringing
     1 untouched
     1 east
     1 english
     1 crawled
     1 hadn't
     1 thick
     1 thoughts
     1 please
     1 semi-coma
     1 conceived
     1 home
     1 bewildered
     1 hoarded
     1 physically
     1 memory
     1 strain
     1 shred
     1 permitting
     1 become
     1 awake
     1 accursed
     1 sliding
     1 record
     1 mile
     1 sheltered
     1 second
     1 wizards
     1 terror
     1 logistics
     1 wool
     1 abnormal
     1 featureless
     1 ways
     1 possess
     1 horror
     1 penetrate
     1 feeling
     1 sadness
     1 seizures
     1 grave
     1 hour's
     1 each
     1 symbiosis
     1 attention
     1 sapped
     1 tough
     1 panic
     1 pestilences
     1 pinprick
     1 protruded
     1 imagined
     1 breakfast
     1 consulate
     1 irregular
     1 huddled
     1 spurs
     1 accounted
     1 hot-eyed
     1 avoid
     1 warm
     1 brood
     1 folds
     1 losing
     1 deep
     1 nomads'
     1 remembered
     1 often
     1 vision
     1 splendor
     1 degraded
     1 whiskey
     1 believed
     1 hour
     1 others
     1 sent
     1 quadrant
     1 spot
     1 bind
     1 protest
     1 chain
     1 official
     1 feed
     1 cheerful
     1 truth
     1 stripped
     1 savage
     1 regenerative
     1 viruses
     1 centered
     1 youngsters
     1 patiently
     1 day
     1 performing
     1 huddle
     1 faces
     1 condone
     1 saddled
     1 ethics
     1 potentials
     1 lethargic
     1 always
     1 easier
     1 latent
     1 vampire
     1 apparently
     1 resolutely
     1 dressed
     1 stream
     1 tribal
     1 unbroken
     1 faculty
     1 unwelcome
     1 empty
     1 housed
     1 swarthy
     1 marches
     1 anywhere
     1 mounted
     1 stubbornness
     1 neglect
     1 charged
     1 rag
     1 unknown
     1 familiar
     1 swearing
     1 color
     1 hesitating
     1 ask
     1 pictured
     1 shabby
     1 unmoving
     1 headlights
     1 stove
     1 cigarette
     1 books
     1 read
     1 stepped
     1 dimming
     1 sandals
     1 headed
     1 isolation
     1 relaxed
     1 fishes
     1 upturned
     1 driving
     1 gradually
     1 noticed
     1 quiet
     1 five
     1 intrusion
     1 seem
     1 stiffened
     1 organisms
     1 courteous
     1 fanatic
     1 speeding
     1 electrical
     1 utmost
     1 firmly
     1 minus
     1 2016
     1 hm
     1 sleeping
     1 contrite
     1 dimmed
     1 ride
     1 perpetually
     1 overwork
     1 swore
     1 foundation
     1 touching
     1 remained
     1 leap
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  366 the
     173 and
     155 a
     122 of
     116 to
     113 he
     110 in
     101 his
     85 was
     84 drake
     67 i
     61 on
     56 it
     54 you
     52 tels
     49 that
     44 but
     43 with
     42 her
     42 had
     39 him
     39 terra
     38 for
     35 from
     34 at
     33 she
     33 khom
     32 them
     30 there
     28 as
     27 out
     26 no
     26 my
     25 said
     25 were
     22 martin
     21 is
     21 have
     20 tels'
     20 they
     19 back
     19 all
     18 face
     18 what
     18 be
     18 into
     17 an
     17 up
     17 here
     17 desert
     17 not
     16 then
     16 me
     16 now
     15 go
     15 like
     15 eyes
     14 something
     14 man
     14 drake's
     14 when
     13 get
     13 went
     13 are
     13 one
     13 head
     12 your
     12 come
     12 hands
     12 could
     12 so
     11 can
     11 away
     11 don't
     11 only
     11 still
     11 didn't
     11 never
     11 made
     11 hand
     10 fields
     10 has
     10 turned
     10 about
     10 thought
     10 by
     10 look
     10 suddenly
     10 nothing
     10 earth
     10 areas
     10 vaard
     9 white
     9 flares
     9 shack
     9 some
     9 lizards
     9 land
     9 down
     9 long
     9 looked
     9 because
     9 us
     9 terra's
     9 saw
     9 better
     9 would
     9 just
     9 last
     9 know
     9 over
     9 stable
     9 two
     9 before
     8 right
     8 you're
     8 where
     8 left
     8 help
     8 uncle
     8 it's
     8 will
     8 martian
     8 flare
     8 abruptly
     8 way
     8 little
     8 its
     8 came
     8 this
     8 paper
     8 against
     8 got
     8 took
     7 if
     7 did
     7 culture
     7 alkaline
     7 venusian
     7 off
     7 thern
     7 while
     7 keep
     7 than
     7 their
     7 afraid
     7 melon
     7 stared
     7 shook
     7 across
     7 rikatva
     6 death
     6 set
     6 that's
     6 any
     6 make
     6 stood
     6 time
     6 throat
     6 men
     6 laughter
     6 stopped
     6 body
     6 do
     6 held
     6 see
     6 can't
     6 chance
     6 we
     6 great
     6 why
     6 strange
     6 things
     6 caught
     6 found
     6 take
     6 been
     6 door
     5 rose
     5 i'm
     5 behind
     5 tail
     5 he's
     5 under
     5 without
     5 tchava
     5 place
     5 water
     5 wind
     5 dinner
     5 vines
     5 himself
     5 shoulder
     5 low
     5 night
     5 reclaimed
     5 hope
     5 dark
     5 after
     5 father
     5 there's
     5 shoulders
     5 clothes
     5 other
     5 well
     5 tri-council
     5 whispered
     5 run
     5 work
     5 guns
     5 dust
     5 anything
     5 around
     5 live
     4 ran
     4 even
     4 running
     4 nervous
     4 those
     4 shadows
     4 burst
     4 wide
     4 eight
     4 more
     4 seen
     4 tall
     4 died
     4 crowd
     4 struck
     4 broken
     4 pain
     4 secretary
     4 sudden
     4 knew
     4 girl
     4 beast
     4 feet
     4 life
     4 every
     4 cart
     4 own
     4 find
     4 i'll
     4 gasped
     4 food
     4 through
     4 stomach
     4 brought
     4 matter
     4 or
     4 who
     4 silent
     4 voice
     4 much
     4 strong
     4 next
     4 venus
     4 else
     4 i've
     4 air
     4 hard
     4 battle
     4 lizard
     4 edge
     4 days
     4 words
     4 thin
     4 studied
     4 line
     4 old
     4 red
     4 settlers
     4 moment
     4 maybe
     4 hadn't
     4 might
     4 light
     4 between
     4 stripped
     4 vineyard
     4 day
     4 scientist
     4 clear
     4 acid
     4 high
     4 first
     3 show
     3 yellow
     3 ashes
     3 earthman's
     3 halter
     3 stooped
     3 snorted
     3 months
     3 destroyer
     3 living
     3 protozoans
     3 demanded
     3 stayed
     3 good
     3 heard
     3 circle
     3 seemed
     3 wanted
     3 followed
     3 may
     3 how
     3 animals
     3 cut
     3 scent
     3 until
     3 thrust
     3 curls
     3 perhaps
     3 heads
     3 everything
     3 black
     3 wood
     3 talk
     3 beside
     3 arm
     3 dead
     3 cold
     3 farm
     3 burned
     3 council
     3 cabin
     3 grow
     3 let
     3 independent
     3 you've
     3 raised
     3 broke
     3 shining
     3 drew
     3 flushed
     3 stench
     3 throwing
     3 doesn't
     3 try
     3 leave
     3 side
     3 street
     3 thing
     3 won't
     3 people
     3 poison
     3 card
     3 failure
     3 lips
     3 alone
     3 scream
     3 ten
     3 again
     3 wall
     3 eat
     3 stretcher
     3 growled
     3 tomorrow
     3 sighed
     3 hundred
     3 beasts
     3 haven't
     3 cot
     3 slowly
     3 too
     3 fear
     3 ancient
     3 showed
     3 use
     3 clothing
     3 lot
     3 mean
     3 began
     3 bit
     3 naked
     3 beard
     3 few
     3 think
     3 outside
     3 young
     3 fingers
     3 morning
     3 shifting
     3 blow
     3 cactus
     3 charity
     3 added
     3 shivered
     3 brooke
     3 full
     3 sent
     3 charred
     3 though
     3 beans
     3 since
     3 ever
     3 joy
     3 staring
     3 ask
     3 stove
     3 five
     3 eats
     3 name
     3 brown
     3 destroy
     2 vaards
     2 taken
     2 farms
     2 gone
     2 grapes
     2 wash
     2 breath
     2 supply
     2 em
     2 already
     2 knowledge
     2 job
     2 sight
     2 venusian's
     2 horrible
     2 musky
     2 scarlet
     2 we'll
     2 gets
     2 laboratories
     2 bare
     2 shacks
     2 picked
     2 destroyed
     2 understand
     2 glaring
     2 chemist
     2 strength
     2 woman
     2 they're
     2 money
     2 choking
     2 tarpaulin
     2 shrieking
     2 ugly
     2 farmer
     2 george
     2 earthman
     2 toward
     2 science
     2 big
     2 ahead
     2 mines
     2 mind
     2 break
     2 muttered
     2 stammered
     2 worth
     2 meant
     2 give
     2 rocked
     2 test
     2 grunt
     2 carried
     2 stranger
     2 sack
     2 furious
     2 fruits
     2 swift
     2 round
     2 wouldn't
     2 grunted
     2 minutes
     2 wicked
     2 moved
     2 lay
     2 startled
     2 placed
     2 flesh
     2 stink
     2 taught
     2 mine
     2 commissioner
     2 itself
     2 wrote
     2 hate
     2 marry
     2 spoke
     2 slow
     2 milling
     2 lean
     2 crude
     2 together
     2 foolish
     2 getting
     2 slim
     2 aside
     2 faltered
     2 bones
     2 trembling
     2 fuss
     2 cloud-colored
     2 awe
     2 angel
     2 hearing
     2 silence
     2 half
     2 close
     2 laboratory
     2 warning
     2 rain
     2 weren't
     2 blond
     2 tired
     2 sat
     2 worlds
     2 weeks
     2 termite
     2 hold
     2 put
     2 kill
     2 single
     2 swung
     2 paled
     2 lost
     2 pale
     2 asked
     2 done
     2 hurled
     2 enemy
     2 drove
     2 closer
     2 supper
     2 enough
     2 lines
     2 along
     2 shake
     2 yelled
     2 strained
     2 wild
     2 seeing
     2 precious
     2 feeding
     2 flames
     2 bring
     2 huge
     2 scrub
     2 smell
     2 save
     2 bath
     2 whispering
     2 dream
     2 god
     2 mars
     2 wasn't
     2 beyond
     2 bodies
     2 possible
     2 turn
     2 remembering
     2 digest
     2 smiled
     2 morbidly
     2 khom's
     2 stumbled
     2 new
     2 screamed
     2 earthpuppy
     2 anyone
     2 disturbed
     2 crumpled
     2 most
     2 armor-plated
     2 doctor
     2 enzyme
     2 screaming
     2 overalls
     2 carcass
     2 inside
     2 steady
     2 retched
     2 ordered
     2 course
     2 thinness
     2 soft
     2 mad
     2 laid
     2 tails
     2 isn't
     2 borrowed
     2 weaklings
     2 hurry
     2 ribs
     2 moonlight
     2 curling
     2 glare
     2 shot
     2 coming
     2 rows
     2 reaction
     2 corpse
     2 hoarse
     2 softly
     2 grinned
     2 forget
     2 digestive
     2 choked
     2 guard
     2 fighting
     2 utterly
     2 rage
     2 house
     2 open
     2 crops
     2 climbed
     2 marble
     2 system
     2 prove
     2 tanks
     2 weakling
     2 home
     2 clenched
     2 breeze
     2 clutching
     2 several
     2 guards
     2 legs
     2 three
     2 hopeless
     2 mixed
     2 rolls
     2 loves
     2 melons
     2 hardly
     2 conscious
     2 joints
     2 dry
     2 i'd
     2 ring
     2 deep
     2 grows
     2 spread
     2 shriek
     2 radium
     2 public
     2 shaking
     2 funds
     2 floor
     2 gently
     2 short
     2 looking
     2 ride
     2 momentarily
     2 years
     1 supplied
     1 gray
     1 experts
     1 oath
     1 share
     1 proof
     1 flail
     1 stifled
     1 conditions
     1 protection
     1 musk
     1 proclamation
     1 hear
     1 obedience
     1 lack
     1 cooked
     1 handling
     1 stirring
     1 surprise
     1 ghost
     1 barbarians
     1 square
     1 arms
     1 doubts
     1 sees
     1 deal
     1 fainting
     1 undeveloped
     1 met
     1 wood-cellulose
     1 year's
     1 dragged
     1 driven
     1 both
     1 they'll
     1 drinking
     1 tumbled
     1 tree
     1 rockily
     1 cruder
     1 freshening
     1 black-haired
     1 he'd
     1 furrows
     1 plain
     1 there'd
     1 late
     1 foot
     1 replaced
     1 knife
     1 dimly
     1 enterprises
     1 sick
     1 staggered
     1 fire
     1 weathered
     1 blanket-covered
     1 individual
     1 apology
     1 shafts
     1 hair
     1 hurtling
     1 tie
     1 sickening
     1 tribes
     1 newcomers
     1 harsh
     1 destitute
     1 act
     1 throw
     1 cheek
     1 molded
     1 rasping
     1 prowling
     1 damn
     1 fast
     1 dare
     1 tangle
     1 damned
     1 flame
     1 escaped
     1 writhing
     1 barn
     1 taxpayers
     1 biting
     1 well-placed
     1 preserved
     1 jaws
     1 bed
     1 end
     1 solar
     1 tense
     1 fed
     1 head-rein
     1 succession
     1 whistled
     1 supple
     1 jerks
     1 smoke
     1 send
     1 boots
     1 hardening
     1 drawing
     1 pawed
     1 horribly
     1 tanker
     1 vulnerable
     1 special
     1 shed
     1 irrigation
     1 palms
     1 nitrogen
     1 taut
     1 forward
     1 hoped
     1 flicked
     1 welcome
     1 meets
     1 sake
     1 deftly
     1 lamplight
     1 patterns
     1 curious
     1 lobbed
     1 thousands
     1 inspection
     1 confident
     1 experiment
     1 gentleness
     1 sweep
     1 disheveled
     1 nutrients
     1 ravaged
     1 sometimes
     1 ached
     1 armed
     1 explosion
     1 whipped
     1 dependent
     1 state
     1 sand
     1 preparation
     1 less
     1 feeble
     1 quieted
     1 almost
     1 ruffs
     1 instruments
     1 cast
     1 sultry
     1 tricky
     1 hit
     1 everywhere
     1 mob
     1 liked
     1 somehow
     1 alfalfa
     1 thrashing
     1 loom
     1 sun-browned
     1 transfixed
     1 ninth
     1 bury
     1 flickered
     1 hairless
     1 basis
     1 contemptuously
     1 barely
     1 nitrate
     1 yearning
     1 rapidly
     1 drinks
     1 interests
     1 shattered
     1 occurred
     1 wager
     1 prophets
     1 chemicals
     1 except
     1 entered
     1 manner
     1 battlements
     1 worse
     1 dishes
     1 sharp
     1 pursuing
     1 leaned
     1 plunged
     1 hospital
     1 bite
     1 constructed
     1 savagery
     1 lie
     1 walls
     1 dryness
     1 hurried
     1 spires
     1 ominous
     1 heels
     1 having
     1 makes
     1 sound
     1 sheds
     1 quest
     1 mess
     1 emptiness
     1 pay
     1 advisement
     1 papers
     1 fierce
     1 pockets
     1 glowing
     1 rodential
     1 harness-galls
     1 glared
     1 north
     1 deer
     1 existed
     1 economic
     1 patched
     1 shortly
     1 son
     1 you'll
     1 mouthful
     1 animated
     1 dozens
     1 apart
     1 swirl
     1 pleaded
     1 aimless
     1 tying
     1 gnawed
     1 continue
     1 ditches
     1 box
     1 worthless
     1 you'd
     1 heading
     1 clingingly
     1 expertly
     1 fellow
     1 growth
     1 hunger
     1 nodded
     1 booming
     1 stay
     1 embarrassingly
     1 blindly
     1 kiss
     1 drifting
     1 learned
     1 mighty
     1 shrugged
     1 shouted
     1 two-wheeled
     1 picking
     1 eye
     1 fight
     1 partially
     1 adaptability
     1 arising
     1 auxin
     1 seeds
     1 citrus
     1 blowing
     1 killing
     1 wrenched
     1 scourge
     1 answered
     1 drives
     1 waiting
     1 harvester
     1 pour
     1 settlement
     1 word
     1 city
     1 wrinkled
     1 barrenness
     1 curled
     1 growth-cultures
     1 houses
     1 physical
     1 threw
     1 important
     1 owing
     1 overflow
     1 grip
     1 let's
     1 dampness
     1 drink
     1 futility
     1 he'll
     1 shoved
     1 gestured
     1 half-empty
     1 tonelessly
     1 wished
     1 whatever
     1 arranged
     1 ships
     1 showing
     1 cruiser
     1 submitted
     1 harsh-faced
     1 all'
     1 raid
     1 terrible
     1 inaudible
     1 pushed
     1 vineyards
     1 fist
     1 care
     1 flimsy
     1 ignore
     1 dreamed
     1 study
     1 triceratops
     1 mouth
     1 mistake
     1 ripens
     1 invaders
     1 changing
     1 circles
     1 feelings
     1 lived
     1 happened
     1 smart
     1 urgency
     1 barbarian
     1 civilization
     1 painfully
     1 movement
     1 credit
     1 scanty
     1 starvation
     1 louder
     1 outbreak
     1 aware
     1 fitted
     1 hollow
     1 heart
     1 unfamiliar
     1 ringed
     1 naturally
     1 rein
     1 interworld
     1 whether
     1 sprang
     1 brutal
     1 straining
     1 succeeded
     1 pencil
     1 bars
     1 however
     1 double
     1 outer
     1 crushed
     1 drowned
     1 cheerlessness
     1 year
     1 we've
     1 armored
     1 shadow
     1 among
     1 muscles
     1 glimpse
     1 clods
     1 thousand
     1 eighth
     1 objective
     1 seeped
     1 tight
     1 butchered
     1 became
     1 sweat
     1 eh
     1 blanket
     1 bear
     1 vitamins
     1 six
     1 savagely
     1 earth's
     1 knot
     1 larger
     1 eaten
     1 smelled
     1 acerbity
     1 parts
     1 slid
     1 expert
     1 schooling
     1 attack
     1 secret
     1 offer
     1 vile
     1 horny
     1 cleaned
     1 suppose
     1 must
     1 queer
     1 unhesitatingly
     1 venus'
     1 queerly
     1 aflame
     1 bent
     1 half-helpless
     1 fourth
     1 scrawled
     1 propped
     1 clearly
     1 watched
     1 touch
     1 spikes
     1 written
     1 within
     1 tongue
     1 myself
     1 depends
     1 walking
     1 spring
     1 remark
     1 voiced
     1 idea
     1 broad
     1 used
     1 intensifying
     1 responsible
     1 leaping
     1 ground
     1 beneath
     1 reached
     1 malice
     1 finance
     1 believe
     1 trailing
     1 yes
     1 solid
     1 sign
     1 averted
     1 entrails
     1 crowded
     1 bludgeon
     1 cried
     1 point
     1 forehead
     1 clumsy
     1 repeated
     1 plant
     1 nearly
     1 dazed
     1 finally
     1 lose
     1 fell
     1 introducing
     1 killed
     1 these
     1 secretly
     1 joined
     1 interrupted
     1 throughout
     1 bitter
     1 fertility
     1 snarled
     1 cloud
     1 safety
     1 wide-jawed
     1 simply
     1 bitterness
     1 tube
     1 attacked
     1 balked
     1 edition
     1 existing
     1 rattling
     1 sister
     1 she'd
     1 jerked
     1 crossed
     1 stinking
     1 starve
     1 flush
     1 times
     1 readiness
     1 wench
     1 descended
     1 dropped
     1 retorted
     1 shown
     1 steadily
     1 going
     1 unwanted
     1 poking
     1 interesting
     1 fiercely
     1 reptilian
     1 tables
     1 well-broken
     1 trouble
     1 rudeness
     1 lift
     1 source
     1 failed
     1 deepen
     1 ear
     1 parade
     1 danced
     1 flushing
     1 questioningly
     1 commented
     1 stains
     1 climbing
     1 gloomy
     1 holding
     1 disgust
     1 happy
     1 table
     1 green
     1 luggage
     1 brooke's
     1 real
     1 realizing
     1 grudging
     1 narrowed
     1 rummaged
     1 unseeingly
     1 research
     1 solutions
     1 icy
     1 eventually
     1 offered
     1 garments
     1 unbelieving
     1 ache
     1 dully
     1 passengers
     1 existence
     1 ourselves
     1 shock
     1 streets
     1 afford
     1 want
     1 printed
     1 gripping
     1 monstrous
     1 area
     1 die
     1 cook
     1 today
     1 hungry
     1 bruised
     1 terrified
     1 tools
     1 simple
     1 blots
     1 clumsily
     1 deadly
     1 frantically
     1 scrimped
     1 wrong
     1 sitting
     1 humus
     1 inspiration
     1 quick
     1 patient
     1 ripped
     1 presented
     1 puzzled
     1 bloody
     1 they'd
     1 visionary
     1 questions
     1 shaken
     1 later
     1 kept
     1 breckner
     1 poured
     1 agony
     1 cost
     1 framed
     1 our
     1 dry-eyed
     1 dusty
     1 vaard's
     1 neck
     1 paying
     1 pheasant
     1 big-boned
     1 effort
     1 tide
     1 crocodiles
     1 neat
     1 enthusiastic
     1 fancied
     1 narrow
     1 gleamed
     1 breathing
     1 pauper
     1 corrosive
     1 difference
     1 nonsense
     1 congregated
     1 someone
     1 takes
     1 moons
     1 spacetub
     1 stumps
     1 cultures
     1 flung
     1 vital
     1 acids
     1 nose
     1 cellulose
     1 cutting
     1 herded
     1 pallid
     1 sourness
     1 tilted
     1 gratefully
     1 soldiers
     1 sweet
     1 hundreds
     1 waist
     1 information
     1 slender
     1 city-bred
     1 triangular
     1 shapes
     1 quietly
     1 explained
     1 upon
     1 brutes
     1 fruitful
     1 plunder
     1 reasonable
     1 crush
     1 making
     1 judge
     1 father's
     1 viciously
     1 flat
     1 lurid
     1 identity
     1 mechanically
     1 snatching
     1 fate
     1 company
     1 themselves
     1 flying
     1 snatched
     1 webbing
     1 grew
     1 ragged
     1 defeated
     1 shouting
     1 mute
     1 blaze
     1 occupation
     1 limply
     1 busy
     1 needs
     1 begin
     1 howling
     1 dig
     1 settled
     1 escape
     1 pregnant
     1 involved
     1 parents
     1 worthy
     1 reeking
     1 swamp
     1 what's
     1 necks
     1 another
     1 nobody
     1 fleetingly
     1 formation
     1 ship
     1 specially
     1 besides
     1 agape
     1 crazy
     1 frantic
     1 chemistry
     1 frosty
     1 roused
     1 querulous
     1 streaming
     1 greatest
     1 warmest
     1 road
     1 plague
     1 gaze
     1 gagged
     1 mill
     1 automatic
     1 touches
     1 bony
     1 immediate
     1 wrists
     1 requested
     1 sympathetic
     1 flickering
     1 comparative
     1 quivering
     1 tear-streaked
     1 kindly
     1 wetter
     1 derisive
     1 one-celled
     1 rot
     1 breaking
     1 far
     1 clamor
     1 anger
     1 windward
     1 tubes
     1 tension
     1 standing
     1 easy
     1 realized
     1 defied
     1 ruined
     1 field
     1 guess
     1 instantly
     1 cracking
     1 teeth
     1 wrung
     1 angry
     1 closed
     1 fertilizer
     1 filled
     1 apparatus
     1 dying
     1 bunk
     1 reason
     1 lashing
     1 throbbing
     1 guys
     1 hate-filled
     1 bodily
     1 stoppage
     1 aim
     1 bill
     1 armor
     1 perversely
     1 burns
     1 search
     1 fencing
     1 trying
     1 gives
     1 outlay
     1 astringent
     1 matters
     1 horde
     1 worked
     1 faced
     1 crinkled
     1 knelt
     1 assistant
     1 bombs
     1 fine
     1 poor
     1 smiling
     1 resulting
     1 phosphate
     1 tenseness
     1 horse
     1 known
     1 tapped
     1 squalid
     1 hated
     1 kissed
     1 disembarked
     1 neighboring
     1 incompetent
     1 blood-sodden
     1 giant
     1 does
     1 spiked
     1 knowing
     1 print
     1 tears
     1 forbidden
     1 sizzled
     1 atomic
     1 humbly
     1 swiftly
     1 patted
     1 portion
     1 hours
     1 anyway
     1 darkness
     1 faint
     1 implements
     1 prickling
     1 litmus
     1 pressed
     1 odorous
     1 rasped
     1 monotonously
     1 breathed
     1 blazing
     1 sour
     1 allotment
     1 helping
     1 panting
     1 husky
     1 rotten
     1 nerves
     1 mercy
     1 grumbling
     1 saved
     1 crumbling
     1 somewhere
     1 meal
     1 opening
     1 wrath
     1 subject
     1 odd
     1 uncertain
     1 tightened
     1 stand
     1 rank
     1 soil
     1 inner
     1 pondering
     1 we're
     1 hesitantly
     1 lighter
     1 extra
     1 roar
     1 sounder
     1 feeds
     1 sane
     1 impact
     1 random
     1 twisting
     1 vine
     1 opened
     1 excitedly
     1 sense
     1 reek
     1 accepting
     1 spine
     1 unpaved
     1 hen
     1 become
     1 locusts
     1 snapped
     1 fit
     1 consideration
     1 rest
     1 comparable
     1 plate
     1 shoving
     1 answering
     1 talked
     1 splinter
     1 second
     1 minds
     1 wishing
     1 incessant
     1 landing
     1 miles
     1 swirling
     1 army
     1 surmise
     1 wish
     1 unscreened
     1 sagged
     1 babyhood
     1 honesty
     1 weight
     1 prowled
     1 thudding
     1 testing
     1 squarely
     1 untenability
     1 prized
     1 happen
     1 huddled
     1 abandonment
     1 covering
     1 skin
     1 firm
     1 grim
     1 very
     1 clawed
     1 storms
     1 warm
     1 ruins
     1 groaned
     1 clod
     1 equipment
     1 dress
     1 dreadful
     1 closes
     1 resentful
     1 owed
     1 loosing
     1 facilities
     1 due
     1 sun
     1 remembered
     1 often
     1 grapevines
     1 loose
     1 others
     1 orders
     1 born
     1 shade
     1 shuddering
     1 yet
     1 stammering
     1 shower
     1 coward
     1 hating
     1 lives
     1 fumbling
     1 savage
     1 catching
     1 firearms
     1 biblical
     1 gesture
     1 four-legged
     1 hydroponics
     1 pattern
     1 potentate
     1 huddle
     1 path
     1 residents
     1 cords
     1 knocking
     1 admitted
     1 intact
     1 upper
     1 always
     1 freedom
     1 unable
     1 pleasantly
     1 crash
     1 stony
     1 dollars
     1 shrub
     1 puppy
     1 terrors
     1 gaping
     1 corner
     1 confirm
     1 longer
     1 slicing
     1 swallowed
     1 quickly
     1 glands
     1 fruit
     1 rushed
     1 couldn't
     1 winced
     1 november
     1 brute
     1 charged
     1 realization
     1 weakly
     1 sort
     1 crowned
     1 gripped
     1 uncaring
     1 shelf
     1 torn
     1 impossible
     1 baked
     1 saturnine
     1 read
     1 once
     1 window
     1 unenthusiastic
     1 forefront
     1 present
     1 common
     1 impulsively
     1 driving
     1 momentary
     1 spinning
     1 sang
     1 temples
     1 quiet
     1 task
     1 confusion
     1 prepared
     1 tell
     1 whispers
     1 massive
     1 drab
     1 shirt
     1 town
     1 wakened
     1 yellow-bellies
     1 hangars
     1 humans
     1 rear
     1 swore
     1 quarter
     1 stupid
     1 scientists
     1 room
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  418 the
     323 and
     191 of
     187 he
     155 a
     147 was
     139 to
     103 that
     96 it
     90 in
     86 selden
     72 his
     71 had
     66 him
     60 with
     54 said
     53 at
     51 they
     43 but
     40 you
     38 from
     38 for
     38 not
     37 as
     36 altman
     35 were
     34 firsa
     33 mak
     31 all
     29 there
     29 i
     28 on
     28 into
     28 bentham
     27 them
     24 their
     22 then
     22 people
     22 we
     22 her
     22 be
     21 have
     20 one
     20 out
     19 by
     19 this
     19 now
     18 did
     18 so
     18 is
     17 time
     17 could
     17 eyes
     17 been
     16 like
     15 even
     15 some
     15 lella
     15 about
     15 very
     14 if
     14 more
     14 long
     14 martian
     14 when
     14 or
     14 know
     13 no
     13 up
     13 looked
     13 came
     13 felt
     13 which
     12 an
     12 don't
     12 seemed
     12 down
     12 jekkara
     12 would
     12 who
     12 she
     12 just
     11 low
     11 what
     11 way
     11 dark
     11 after
     11 went
     11 why
     10 where
     10 seen
     10 saw
     10 between
     9 knew
     9 because
     9 little
     9 desert
     9 again
     9 course
     9 well
     9 over
     9 took
     8 something
     8 away
     8 your
     8 only
     8 being
     8 oh
     8 sky
     8 cold
     8 still
     8 will
     8 thought
     8 himself
     8 thing
     8 never
     8 many
     8 mars
     8 selden's
     8 most
     8 began
     8 bit
     8 red
     8 are
     8 canal
     8 hand
     8 once
     7 understand
     7 left
     7 almost
     7 mind
     7 how
     7 face
     7 it's
     7 quite
     7 do
     7 say
     7 priestess
     7 too
     7 old
     7 found
     7 across
     7 tell
     7 around
     6 under
     6 sand
     6 come
     6 should
     6 men
     6 city
     6 bureau
     6 denderon
     6 lella's
     6 purple
     6 wind
     6 sat
     6 here
     6 gag
     6 led
     6 believe
     6 these
     6 see
     6 kahora
     6 me
     6 made
     6 ancient
     6 mean
     6 above
     6 feeling
     6 light
     6 moon
     6 dome
     6 before
     6 first
     5 can
     5 rose
     5 rocks
     5 go
     5 behind
     5 whole
     5 you're
     5 good
     5 bells
     5 man
     5 harpers
     5 hills
     5 perhaps
     5 own
     5 close
     5 six
     5 done
     5 broad
     5 small
     5 gold
     5 us
     5 going
     5 green
     5 harps
     5 our
     5 against
     5 copter
     5 other
     5 cab
     5 afraid
     5 reason
     5 things
     5 three
     5 sun
     5 though
     5 wore
     5 room
     4 sight
     4 watching
     4 those
     4 buildings
     4 woman
     4 sorry
     4 sure
     4 least
     4 crowd
     4 except
     4 leaned
     4 turned
     4 certain
     4 waiting
     4 off
     4 torches
     4 water
     4 half
     4 exactly
     4 domes
     4 same
     4 body
     4 reached
     4 through
     4 while
     4 night
     4 enough
     4 brought
     4 along
     4 listen
     4 won't
     4 streets
     4 beyond
     4 later
     4 its
     4 great
     4 than
     4 smiled
     4 onto
     4 voice
     4 look
     4 positive
     4 mad
     4 strange
     4 early
     4 air
     4 far
     4 suddenly
     4 few
     4 think
     4 might
     4 landing
     4 caravan
     4 two
     4 warm
     4 necklace
     4 friends
     4 able
     4 tiny
     4 shook
     4 dust
     4 staring
     4 tried
     4 quiet
     4 gently
     4 completely
     4 looking
     3 that's
     3 both
     3 valkis
     3 higher
     3 right
     3 tunic
     3 gave
     3 end
     3 back
     3 any
     3 qualified
     3 sounds
     3 heard
     3 attitude
     3 toward
     3 merely
     3 make
     3 struck
     3 sounded
     3 hung
     3 stood
     3 different
     3 carried
     3 sound
     3 comfortable
     3 mrs
     3 cry
     3 hotel
     3 lamp
     3 plaques
     3 moved
     3 place
     3 dancing
     3 land
     3 eye
     3 cloak
     3 wonderful
     3 black
     3 analyst
     3 mouth
     3 mistake
     3 large
     3 hands
     3 rock
     3 my
     3 heart
     3 cabin
     3 outer
     3 khalide
     3 must
     3 pulled
     3 lost
     3 pale
     3 used
     3 true
     3 moving
     3 yes
     3 held
     3 pierced
     3 fell
     3 martians
     3 adventurers
     3 dropped
     3 wild
     3 really
     3 cities
     3 get
     3 smell
     3 worn
     3 silent
     3 god
     3 chanting
     3 shaken
     3 kept
     3 moons
     3 antique
     3 sweet
     3 quietly
     3 much
     3 upon
     3 making
     3 probably
     3 last
     3 frightened
     3 uh
     3 barren
     3 accounts
     3 honest
     3 isn't
     3 trade
     3 waited
     3 realized
     3 such
     3 earthmen
     3 showed
     3 days
     3 softly
     3 planet
     3 thin
     3 lights
     3 told
     3 nothing
     3 line
     3 need
     3 whispered
     3 height
     3 caught
     3 subject
     3 moment
     3 cloaks
     3 home
     3 feel
     3 miles
     3 hardly
     3 dry
     3 deep
     3 silk
     3 women
     3 since
     3 pleasantly
     3 dressed
     3 ask
     3 seem
     3 town
     3 genuine
     3 head
     3 anything
     3 years
     3 high
     2 harp
     2 taken
     2 wait
     2 gone
     2 striking
     2 knowledge
     2 square
     2 yellow
     2 met
     2 brilliant
     2 bad
     2 late
     2 necessary
     2 four
     2 graceful
     2 risen
     2 melted
     2 he's
     2 lord
     2 observers
     2 understanding
     2 unwinking
     2 passed
     2 determined
     2 enormous
     2 pride
     2 without
     2 outsiders
     2 they're
     2 tray
     2 skimmer
     2 comfort
     2 bentham's
     2 forward
     2 hoped
     2 mountains
     2 seven
     2 elfin
     2 earthman
     2 leather
     2 situ
     2 somehow
     2 city-states
     2 ones
     2 glass
     2 certainly
     2 music
     2 strings
     2 older
     2 racing
     2 lower
     2 muttered
     2 powerful
     2 wanted
     2 walls
     2 piratical
     2 remember
     2 fierce
     2 cowl
     2 round
     2 twice
     2 complex
     2 throat
     2 infinitely
     2 until
     2 minutes
     2 therapy
     2 terra
     2 nodded
     2 hellfire
     2 learned
     2 flesh
     2 picking
     2 pace
     2 interest
     2 heaved
     2 power
     2 wondered
     2 complete
     2 below
     2 call
     2 easily
     2 feet
     2 anybody
     2 lasted
     2 terrible
     2 care
     2 beside
     2 faintly
     2 normal
     2 eyeholes
     2 mak's
     2 central
     2 aware
     2 unfamiliar
     2 rein
     2 whether
     2 grow
     2 among
     2 thousand
     2 i'll
     2 nice
     2 became
     2 stopped
     2 quality
     2 smelled
     2 put
     2 dinner
     2 kill
     2 children
     2 single
     2 clearly
     2 watched
     2 acutely
     2 perfectly
     2 idea
     2 beneath
     2 fashion
     2 fog
     2 either
     2 walked
     2 sleeps
     2 street
     2 cloud
     2 kings
     2 sister
     2 times
     2 analyze
     2 vashna
     2 return
     2 better
     2 yours
     2 drugs
     2 bearing
     2 real
     2 arrived
     2 abruptly
     2 pass
     2 boy
     2 sandstorms
     2 shock
     2 rather
     2 monstrous
     2 hope
     2 simple
     2 sea
     2 dusk
     2 bubble
     2 spaceport
     2 rose-red
     2 introduced
     2 forgotten
     2 particular
     2 difference
     2 start
     2 actually
     2 anyone
     2 tilted
     2 shapes
     2 wall
     2 shifted
     2 cavern
     2 limned
     2 handcrafts
     2 halfway
     2 i've
     2 cliffs
     2 friendly
     2 soft
     2 beasts
     2 halted
     2 world
     2 skirt
     2 smooth
     2 presently
     2 rites
     2 strung
     2 pad
     2 got
     2 standing
     2 easy
     2 rolling
     2 saddle
     2 dubious
     2 angry
     2 bridge
     2 clothing
     2 returned
     2 trying
     2 studied
     2 type
     2 naked
     2 smiling
     2 hell
     2 towns
     2 house
     2 young
     2 bore
     2 wrapped
     2 deeper
     2 darkness
     2 faint
     2 open
     2 mask
     2 induced
     2 stand
     2 lifted
     2 canallers
     2 hood
     2 touched
     2 stared
     2 run
     2 opened
     2 sense
     2 shivered
     2 bound
     2 hastily
     2 mustered
     2 wisdom
     2 weight
     2 full
     2 borne
     2 fantastic
     2 remembered
     2 bright
     2 believed
     2 free
     2 hour
     2 truth
     2 flinched
     2 day
     2 faces
     2 upper
     2 always
     2 longer
     2 woman's
     2 nor
     2 housed
     2 remote
     2 quickly
     2 familiar
     2 sort
     2 pure
     2 take
     2 yearned
     2 officer
     2 read
     2 memoirs
     2 stage
     2 extremely
     2 affair
     2 door
     2 chiming
     2 sides
     2 brown
     2 hips
     1 greeting
     1 load
     1 experts
     1 motionless
     1 goddard
     1 exercise
     1 rarely
     1 lies
     1 enchanting
     1 rate
     1 lament
     1 stifled
     1 miserable
     1 guest
     1 rigors
     1 ashamed
     1 phobias
     1 hear
     1 show
     1 breath
     1 immediately
     1 fresh
     1 stirring
     1 already
     1 danger
     1 deimos
     1 i'm
     1 personal
     1 reeducate
     1 dipped
     1 earring
     1 meantime
     1 propelled
     1 teach
     1 set
     1 stained
     1 leader
     1 white
     1 wonder
     1 detached
     1 dragged
     1 gentleman
     1 perfect
     1 illusion
     1 flew
     1 dynasties
     1 explanations
     1 they'll
     1 drinking
     1 millennia
     1 kahora-hilton
     1 tribesman
     1 marching
     1 tumbled
     1 third
     1 inexpressibly
     1 intoxicating
     1 age
     1 symbolic
     1 landscape
     1 we'll
     1 introduce
     1 weathered
     1 individual
     1 intervening
     1 frequented
     1 hair
     1 leading
     1 daybreak
     1 hallucination
     1 atmosphere
     1 bare
     1 surprised
     1 unconscious
     1 marketplace
     1 stooped
     1 downright
     1 damn
     1 concerning
     1 damned
     1 n'york
     1 alcoholism
     1 stream-bed
     1 splashed
     1 original
     1 climate-conditioned
     1 wan
     1 months
     1 dear
     1 recurring
     1 past
     1 balcony
     1 harder
     1 regained
     1 inches
     1 move
     1 earlier
     1 brother
     1 superior
     1 confines
     1 slurring
     1 sending
     1 purely
     1 reliable
     1 pilot
     1 beautiful
     1 strips
     1 glaring
     1 strike
     1 allbloodymighty
     1 strength
     1 image
     1 chair
     1 parent
     1 concealed
     1 fluting
     1 growing
     1 shadows
     1 eternal
     1 kind
     1 underneath
     1 backwash
     1 smoke
     1 grown
     1 hooves
     1 abject
     1 civilian
     1 rattled
     1 moon-washed
     1 spicy
     1 vertebrae
     1 wide
     1 forlorn
     1 leisurely
     1 laissez-faire
     1 consequences
     1 actual
     1 obscure
     1 resulted
     1 incredibly
     1 voices
     1 eight
     1 compared
     1 characteristic
     1 welcome
     1 sake
     1 cross
     1 patterns
     1 hoping
     1 rocky
     1 treaty
     1 silently
     1 sea-kings
     1 part
     1 settle
     1 outcrops
     1 fact
     1 shocked
     1 drug
     1 resumed
     1 ill
     1 calmly
     1 remainder
     1 meet
     1 burdens
     1 screen
     1 textured
     1 rode
     1 onrushing
     1 plenty
     1 annoyed
     1 behavior
     1 dignity
     1 subjectivity
     1 less
     1 tremors
     1 feeble
     1 dance
     1 tall
     1 textbook
     1 silks
     1 died
     1 burning
     1 passing
     1 leaving
     1 secondary
     1 bulked
     1 liquor
     1 ahead
     1 cultural
     1 kitchen
     1 carefully
     1 suffering
     1 somebody
     1 merry
     1 ideas
     1 destruction
     1 demolished
     1 design
     1 occurred
     1 northern
     1 founded
     1 petrified
     1 view
     1 entered
     1 debarkation
     1 stir
     1 ripple
     1 economy
     1 opinion
     1 culture
     1 curve
     1 broken
     1 so-called
     1 harbor
     1 2031
     1 accomplished
     1 followed
     1 obtainable
     1 decide
     1 sank
     1 meant
     1 rapt
     1 straight
     1 murder
     1 bolder
     1 give
     1 sandaled
     1 subdued
     1 figure
     1 vanished
     1 fibrous
     1 outworld
     1 friendship
     1 may
     1 ah
     1 homosexual
     1 number
     1 nevertheless
     1 inhabited
     1 reins
     1 test
     1 diplomats
     1 biased
     1 identical
     1 undersurface
     1 having
     1 tape
     1 creatures
     1 self-same
     1 admit
     1 animals
     1 also
     1 tissue
     1 phases
     1 vestigial
     1 torch-bearers
     1 eyewitness
     1 exhaustion
     1 stronger
     1 depend
     1 window-places
     1 apparitions
     1 glowing
     1 shape
     1 evil
     1 swift
     1 abyss
     1 apices
     1 human
     1 you'll
     1 wouldn't
     1 has
     1 priceless
     1 burnt
     1 marketplaces
     1 declining
     1 continue
     1 uncomplicated
     1 alien
     1 rusty
     1 march
     1 harshly
     1 ice
     1 ignorance
     1 overlooking
     1 scars
     1 effect
     1 stay
     1 bristle
     1 sudden
     1 terribly
     1 help
     1 cope
     1 infamous
     1 facts
     1 serve
     1 obviously
     1 air-conditioned
     1 shrugged
     1 god's
     1 offerings
     1 nature
     1 chant
     1 keeping
     1 despair
     1 western
     1 odors
     1 directly
     1 venerated
     1 government
     1 dynasty
     1 blowing
     1 cloaked
     1 bar
     1 heads
     1 hide
     1 quays
     1 doors
     1 obtuse
     1 descending
     1 word
     1 sketch
     1 chicanery
     1 flaring
     1 harvey
     1 impoverished
     1 curled
     1 abreast
     1 garment
     1 impressed
     1 ceremonial
     1 tri-di
     1 everything
     1 center
     1 slipped
     1 countless
     1 indicated
     1 important
     1 canard
     1 mother-image
     1 girl
     1 lance
     1 stroking
     1 admission
     1 needling
     1 let's
     1 itself
     1 hate
     1 comforting
     1 altered
     1 cases
     1 speak
     1 chosen
     1 drink
     1 environment
     1 filed
     1 strangling
     1 childhood
     1 subtle
     1 ears
     1 opposite
     1 whatever
     1 arranged
     1 ships
     1 padding
     1 scaly
     1 assured
     1 lifting
     1 clean
     1 reminded
     1 tear
     1 effects
     1 mistaken
     1 ah-h-h
     1 undying
     1 aroused
     1 explain
     1 beginning
     1 spoke
     1 highly
     1 measured
     1 family
     1 proper
     1 ago
     1 earlobe
     1 silver
     1 lean
     1 mass
     1 crude
     1 dead
     1 unused
     1 chafing
     1 psyche
     1 bait
     1 lived
     1 castle
     1 seat
     1 happened
     1 remnants
     1 wandering
     1 getting
     1 distance
     1 waved
     1 slim
     1 aside
     1 defeat
     1 tales
     1 movement
     1 clothed
     1 herbert
     1 belt
     1 violent
     1 gathered
     1 bones
     1 stones
     1 glibly
     1 confusing
     1 tilt
     1 radiance
     1 lead
     1 hollow
     1 thin-aired
     1 glittering
     1 thinking
     1 glimpses
     1 slowed
     1 heaven
     1 examining
     1 reported
     1 fall
     1 maritime
     1 bowels
     1 irreparably
     1 madder
     1 interworld
     1 awe
     1 forever
     1 exploiter
     1 hearing
     1 brutal
     1 canals
     1 parks
     1 indistinct
     1 distractingly
     1 catlike
     1 reality
     1 available
     1 hesitate
     1 sloping
     1 find
     1 array
     1 allowed
     1 year
     1 we've
     1 let
     1 superb
     1 shadow
     1 delighted
     1 muscles
     1 approval
     1 afflicted
     1 nights
     1 hello
     1 straying
     1 warning
     1 spices
     1 tight
     1 signed
     1 fleeting
     1 sweat
     1 traffic
     1 stars
     1 strangers
     1 upthrust
     1 fifteen
     1 bear
     1 freshly
     1 gossamer
     1 tired
     1 buzzer
     1 blood
     1 involving
     1 worlds
     1 pardon
     1 tss
     1 immensely
     1 umbrella
     1 necklaces
     1 passport
     1 arose
     1 grate
     1 hold
     1 larger
     1 mount
     1 you've
     1 plaintively
     1 alarm
     1 raised
     1 shining
     1 separate
     1 chattering
     1 space
     1 roofs
     1 female
     1 offer
     1 backing
     1 urgent
     1 meddling
     1 innumerable
     1 haggard
     1 assure
     1 adequate
     1 eastern
     1 paving
     1 hysteria
     1 prefers
     1 illustrations
     1 bent
     1 artificers
     1 paled
     1 deserts
     1 crunch
     1 seventeenth
     1 noon
     1 wonderingly
     1 species
     1 within
     1 bleak
     1 rubbing
     1 dreams
     1 trip
     1 moss-grass
     1 depends
     1 specialty
     1 native
     1 says
     1 asked
     1 spite
     1 blew
     1 uneasiness
     1 nightmares
     1 glancing
     1 desolation
     1 steps
     1 jets
     1 responsible
     1 goodbye
     1 desire
     1 noble
     1 accept
     1 orb
     1 host
     1 stamping
     1 laughed
     1 called
     1 rotors
     1 bubbles
     1 point
     1 secretiveness
     1 verge
     1 trap
     1 doesn't
     1 briefly
     1 locked
     1 sped
     1 riders
     1 deprecatingly
     1 glow
     1 fantasy
     1 nearly
     1 dazed
     1 locales
     1 minute
     1 proffered
     1 presumptuous
     1 strapped
     1 finally
     1 lose
     1 circled
     1 courage
     1 statement
     1 misinterpretation
     1 supposed
     1 tells
     1 correct
     1 can't
     1 bitter
     1 altmans
     1 glance
     1 leave
     1 imaginative
     1 side
     1 persuade
     1 blank
     1 modern
     1 limbs
     1 chance
     1 simply
     1 guilt
     1 certainty
     1 comforted
     1 glasses
     1 earth-god
     1 works
     1 stomach
     1 genius
     1 hang
     1 crossed
     1 bought
     1 shake
     1 booked
     1 smoothness
     1 persons
     1 totally
     1 accurately
     1 rigid
     1 doorways
     1 trust
     1 numb
     1 damnably
     1 steadily
     1 condemned
     1 seeing
     1 interesting
     1 farther
     1 well-meaning
     1 semicircle
     1 lift
     1 local
     1 danced
     1 serious
     1 stone
     1 keep
     1 anymore
     1 marshal
     1 approximately
     1 flash
     1 evening
     1 building
     1 position
     1 holding
     1 turbulences
     1 vast
     1 burden
     1 eagerness
     1 obvious
     1 counting
     1 maypoles
     1 expression
     1 travelers
     1 impatient
     1 research
     1 compassion
     1 sleep
     1 witnessed
     1 nannies
     1 significantly
     1 existence
     1 brittle
     1 deliberately
     1 tiniest
     1 edges
     1 bottom
     1 expand
     1 self
     1 homelike
     1 stuff
     1 downward
     1 want
     1 shaved
     1 luxuries
     1 die
     1 fossil
     1 dawn
     1 populous
     1 represented
     1 northward
     1 furniture
     1 traveler's
     1 failure
     1 commonly
     1 uncomfortably
     1 orange
     1 basin
     1 plaque
     1 wearing
     1 phrases
     1 turning
     1 planned
     1 cushions
     1 sitting
     1 sinks
     1 quick
     1 distortion
     1 riding
     1 distortions
     1 alone
     1 sociologists
     1 rules
     1 smoky-tasting
     1 relations
     1 lighthouse
     1 wise
     1 spuming
     1 tune
     1 proud
     1 length
     1 irretrievably
     1 scented
     1 gathering
     1 shimmer
     1 notice
     1 group
     1 motion
     1 intellect
     1 neck
     1 dropping
     1 wipe
     1 remembering
     1 noticing
     1 walled
     1 pictures
     1 traditional
     1 astonishing
     1 chiefly
     1 narrow
     1 underlying
     1 copy
     1 following
     1 data
     1 gallows
     1 manacles
     1 breathing
     1 moonrise
     1 nonsense
     1 hissing
     1 unseen
     1 vital
     1 needed
     1 curved
     1 screamed
     1 changed
     1 stricken
     1 sober
     1 beat
     1 tempted
     1 ten
     1 identifiable
     1 ceiling
     1 monster
     1 roof
     1 hundreds
     1 stop
     1 information
     1 waist
     1 insistent
     1 topple
     1 sorts
     1 flight
     1 chimed
     1 folklore
     1 strange-colored
     1 screaming
     1 thoroughly
     1 waits
     1 strong
     1 sustained
     1 scorn
     1 presumed
     1 west
     1 cleared
     1 torchlight
     1 splendidly
     1 sculpture
     1 lurid
     1 harness
     1 disengage
     1 accent
     1 paper
     1 stuck
     1 authoritatively
     1 barrakesh
     1 concealing
     1 customs
     1 cheeks
     1 themselves
     1 flying
     1 shoulders
     1 choose
     1 grew
     1 mist
     1 strangely
     1 clothes
     1 else
     1 society
     1 tomorrow
     1 busy
     1 focus
     1 inside
     1 fourteen
     1 peculiar
     1 undoubtedly
     1 steady
     1 settled
     1 double-banked
     1 confrontation
     1 stamped
     1 awfully
     1 buzzing
     1 saving
     1 alienage
     1 protestingly
     1 shone
     1 appalling
     1 uglier
     1 glanced
     1 involved
     1 principle
     1 masses
     1 another
     1 liking
     1 thrill
     1 wildly
     1 metalwork
     1 drier
     1 laid
     1 sex
     1 roused
     1 carved
     1 fade
     1 peered
     1 prominent
     1 hurry
     1 practiced
     1 various
     1 installed
     1 hers
     1 pleasure
     1 wrists
     1 sympathetic
     1 moonlight
     1 calmer
     1 glare
     1 crimson
     1 proved
     1 healthily
     1 best
     1 aloud
     1 slowly
     1 receding
     1 uncomfortable
     1 eagerly
     1 gaunt
     1 pungent
     1 generative
     1 couches
     1 golden
     1 portico
     1 administrative
     1 fear
     1 carnivores
     1 fronted
     1 sacrifice
     1 airlock
     1 based
     1 ruined
     1 fingered
     1 field
     1 politicians
     1 guess
     1 decades
     1 anklets
     1 evaluate
     1 gestures
     1 bulged
     1 wetness
     1 sanity
     1 teeth
     1 fabrications
     1 closed
     1 filled
     1 giddily
     1 corners
     1 long-legged
     1 revelry
     1 muffled
     1 clarity
     1 words
     1 use
     1 unaccustomed
     1 bodily
     1 approaches
     1 mid-afternoon
     1 rises
     1 periodic
     1 aided
     1 star
     1 pointed
     1 hypnotic
     1 armor
     1 spent
     1 drugged
     1 curiosity
     1 forget
     1 showered
     1 maypole
     1 cruel
     1 modest
     1 slack
     1 staying
     1 concourse
     1 fragrance
     1 worked
     1 check
     1 hooded
     1 stretch
     1 faced
     1 swam
     1 front
     1 occur
     1 meeting
     1 battery-powered
     1 insulted
     1 occasionally
     1 fine
     1 too-great
     1 utterly
     1 fostered
     1 known
     1 person
     1 hammered
     1 ankles
     1 pointing
     1 ceased
     1 earth
     1 spiral
     1 knowing
     1 difficult
     1 globed
     1 program
     1 period
     1 although
     1 exotic
     1 teachers
     1 ocher-yellow
     1 unlooked-for
     1 negative
     1 during
     1 greatly
     1 recently
     1 capital
     1 beg
     1 pressed
     1 oblivion
     1 breathed
     1 phobos
     1 pity
     1 carrying
     1 emotional
     1 winding
     1 pick
     1 morning
     1 blue
     1 healed
     1 somewhere
     1 date
     1 tested
     1 odd
     1 enormously
     1 addition
     1 strictly
     1 horrid
     1 visit
     1 climate
     1 places
     1 observation
     1 rhythm
     1 embarrassed
     1 guessed
     1 primitive
     1 unmistakably
     1 roar
     1 iniquity
     1 sensation
     1 truly
     1 hadn't
     1 stupidly
     1 thick
     1 thoughts
     1 quickened
     1 diplomatic
     1 please
     1 triangle
     1 added
     1 wickedness
     1 memory
     1 history
     1 letter
     1 awake
     1 clutching
     1 several
     1 rest
     1 assistance
     1 girdle
     1 whose
     1 legs
     1 started
     1 sheltered
     1 second
     1 tougher
     1 lobby
     1 terror
     1 wool
     1 ways
     1 horror
     1 maneuvered
     1 swayed
     1 each
     1 wish
     1 technique
     1 unfortunate
     1 attention
     1 seminars
     1 anthropologists
     1 pocked
     1 recognized
     1 limit
     1 exploiters
     1 doubt
     1 testing
     1 one's
     1 pinprick
     1 winged
     1 joyous
     1 races
     1 piercing
     1 mars-god
     1 cover
     1 zoo
     1 loughlin
     1 gracious
     1 rite
     1 unexpected
     1 ruins
     1 i'd
     1 bringing
     1 demand
     1 deeply
     1 segment
     1 removing
     1 intricately
     1 due
     1 horizon
     1 sponsors
     1 often
     1 areas
     1 described
     1 others
     1 dim
     1 superiors
     1 yet
     1 nostrils
     1 protest
     1 chain
     1 seeming
     1 lives
     1 residential
     1 marchers
     1 stripped
     1 biblical
     1 orbits
     1 collar
     1 pattern
     1 taking
     1 time-worn
     1 qualms
     1 imminence
     1 costume
     1 signal
     1 ever
     1 metalworkers
     1 gods
     1 surroundings
     1 appeared
     1 glad
     1 tone
     1 freedom
     1 banded
     1 latent
     1 concluded
     1 apparently
     1 ready
     1 skills
     1 jekkaran
     1 knees
     1 altman's
     1 thrilling
     1 hammer
     1 vegetation
     1 federation
     1 empty
     1 sixteen
     1 originally
     1 crimes
     1 mistakes
     1 flavor
     1 time-eaten
     1 rushed
     1 splayed
     1 secure
     1 mounted
     1 tawny
     1 realize
     1 glowed
     1 sunken
     1 musical
     1 barbarous
     1 flow
     1 shaking
     1 lungs
     1 instead
     1 scalded
     1 diagrams
     1 appearing
     1 knives
     1 manipulated
     1 wiry
     1 pigs
     1 garb
     1 surrounding
     1 baited
     1 lingering
     1 insecurity
     1 sandals
     1 heavy
     1 shops
     1 gradually
     1 momentary
     1 sang
     1 century
     1 traders
     1 strokes
     1 raise
     1 helped
     1 firmly
     1 reddened
     1 name
     1 gleaming
     1 involvement
     1 docked
     1 momentarily
     1 emotions
     1 thirst
     1 quarter
     1 ghosts
     1 remained
     1 live
     1 actuality
     1 destroy
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  410 the
     181 and
     161 he
     147 of
     102 to
     95 his
     94 a
     90 was
     90 in
     87 quintal
     71 butch
     60 with
     56 it
     52 that
     46 you
     45 on
     44 i
     43 him
     43 had
     34 them
     32 there
     32 chika
     31 said
     31 could
     31 they
     30 for
     27 as
     27 into
     27 their
     26 from
     26 hjan
     26 have
     25 up
     24 her
     23 were
     23 but
     21 at
     20 no
     20 not
     19 down
     19 now
     19 out
     18 quintal's
     18 sand
     18 all
     17 through
     17 she
     16 mind
     16 then
     16 little
     15 neck
     15 wings
     14 go
     14 starhope
     14 be
     14 ship
     14 door
     13 more
     13 hands
     13 great
     13 one
     13 before
     12 back
     12 city
     12 my
     12 see
     12 me
     12 people
     11 saw
     11 what
     11 over
     11 nothing
     10 jupiter
     10 under
     10 men
     10 life
     10 long
     10 beyond
     10 again
     10 so
     10 eyes
     10 are
     10 work
     10 hand
     9 metal
     9 without
     9 if
     9 your
     9 only
     9 like
     9 will
     9 must
     9 never
     9 than
     9 too
     9 is
     9 got
     9 free
     9 take
     9 been
     8 did
     8 where
     8 earthman
     8 give
     8 knew
     8 cabin
     8 wind
     8 space
     8 body
     8 didn't
     8 by
     8 get
     8 alone
     8 came
     8 much
     8 last
     8 venus
     8 open
     8 two
     8 across
     7 stood
     7 larkin
     7 do
     7 small
     7 going
     7 would
     7 mate
     7 mars
     7 bodies
     7 just
     7 went
     7 against
     7 know
     7 fear
     7 whispered
     7 tiny
     7 around
     6 can
     6 set
     6 earthman's
     6 those
     6 away
     6 left
     6 come
     6 some
     6 man
     6 sky
     6 own
     6 face
     6 i'll
     6 thought
     6 himself
     6 watched
     6 steps
     6 held
     6 butch's
     6 dropped
     6 die
     6 way
     6 its
     6 after
     6 roof
     6 hurry
     6 air
     6 suddenly
     6 earth
     6 home
     6 took
     5 ran
     5 even
     5 something
     5 foundry
     5 don't
     5 forward
     5 toward
     5 big
     5 seemed
     5 chief
     5 pain
     5 time
     5 lay
     5 place
     5 off
     5 feet
     5 here
     5 looked
     5 lost
     5 done
     5 when
     5 laughed
     5 locked
     5 low
     5 fell
     5 or
     5 mental
     5 fibres
     5 we
     5 new
     5 this
     5 desert
     5 why
     5 well
     5 made
     5 need
     5 caught
     5 might
     5 lock
     5 very
     5 controls
     5 women
     5 found
     5 head
     5 fur
     4 paws
     4 roared
     4 four
     4 an
     4 strength
     4 they're
     4 wide
     4 heard
     4 make
     4 levels
     4 tribe
     4 bert
     4 furnaces
     4 hills
     4 flesh
     4 should
     4 stirred
     4 about
     4 rocket
     4 half
     4 close
     4 drowned
     4 let
     4 still
     4 martian
     4 broad
     4 used
     4 cried
     4 these
     4 martians
     4 us
     4 brought
     4 shield
     4 vast
     4 rolled
     4 silent
     4 dark
     4 wasn't
     4 strong
     4 inside
     4 hundred
     4 another
     4 soft
     4 hard
     4 slowly
     4 use
     4 hated
     4 fingers
     4 please
     4 opened
     4 rest
     4 furry
     4 hjan's
     4 though
     4 cyclotron
     4 buried
     4 anything
     4 years
     4 room
     4 high
     3 anti-gravity
     3 right
     3 fire
     3 past
     3 gave
     3 towers
     3 order
     3 money
     3 any
     3 fury
     3 silently
     3 part
     3 good
     3 almost
     3 struck
     3 lower
     3 wanted
     3 drifts
     3 followed
     3 shields
     3 how
     3 creatures
     3 cut
     3 glowing
     3 waves
     3 human
     3 you'll
     3 turned
     3 sudden
     3 shouted
     3 answered
     3 power
     3 below
     3 speak
     3 scrap
     3 chika's
     3 faintly
     3 it's
     3 silence
     3 outer
     3 find
     3 put
     3 restless
     3 alive
     3 led
     3 breakers
     3 repeated
     3 can't
     3 side
     3 enough
     3 instant
     3 thing
     3 excitement
     3 huge
     3 bulkheads
     3 want
     3 hungry
     3 who
     3 many
     3 dusk
     3 quick
     3 moons
     3 needed
     3 beat
     3 blinded
     3 most
     3 storm
     3 spreading
     3 other
     3 suckers
     3 aloud
     3 tubes
     3 floated
     3 afraid
     3 filled
     3 softly
     3 grinned
     3 trying
     3 above
     3 thin
     3 think
     3 deck
     3 spine
     3 terror
     3 finished
     3 hidden
     3 bird
     3 winged
     3 transparent
     3 light
     3 warm
     3 tower
     3 felt
     3 glory
     3 others
     3 yet
     3 feed
     3 level
     3 clear
     3 wiry
     3 heavy
     3 scowled
     3 clung
     3 looking
     3 valve
     3 swore
     3 drop
     3 first
     2 death
     2 stair
     2 hear
     2 rose
     2 em
     2 panel
     2 knowledge
     2 danger
     2 i'm
     2 ventilator
     2 driven
     2 they'll
     2 third
     2 behind
     2 he'd
     2 shudder
     2 blast
     2 atmosphere
     2 watching
     2 stooped
     2 understanding
     2 flame
     2 towering
     2 picked
     2 understand
     2 sullen
     2 follow
     2 tense
     2 kind
     2 sure
     2 grown
     2 whole
     2 boots
     2 flailing
     2 less
     2 wastes
     2 finding
     2 moan
     2 northern
     2 chemicals
     2 sucker
     2 broken
     2 bolt
     2 sharply
     2 plunged
     2 vanished
     2 being
     2 ah
     2 rocked
     2 lazily
     2 sound
     2 fame
     2 lathes
     2 throat
     2 until
     2 distant
     2 slapped
     2 planets
     2 particularly
     2 perhaps
     2 help
     2 startled
     2 race
     2 top
     2 waiting
     2 wonderful
     2 helpless
     2 wondered
     2 black
     2 hate
     2 sad
     2 desperately
     2 fist
     2 vac
     2 ages
     2 mouth
     2 crude
     2 dead
     2 together
     2 cold
     2 lived
     2 answer
     2 faltered
     2 burned
     2 heart
     2 water
     2 sprang
     2 brief
     2 crawling
     2 repulsion
     2 quite
     2 tore
     2 weren't
     2 exactly
     2 stopped
     2 blood
     2 hold
     2 dies
     2 broke
     2 female
     2 suppose
     2 pulled
     2 because
     2 pale
     2 reached
     2 yes
     2 endure
     2 names
     2 hurled
     2 while
     2 killed
     2 drove
     2 bitter
     2 snarled
     2 cannot
     2 folk
     2 shake
     2 times
     2 strained
     2 won't
     2 finish
     2 better
     2 building
     2 ochre
     2 cities
     2 couch
     2 bulkhead
     2 monstrous
     2 usual
     2 prisoner
     2 tools
     2 sea
     2 polar
     2 puzzled
     2 score
     2 agony
     2 crouched
     2 forgotten
     2 soon
     2 smiled
     2 scream
     2 ends
     2 anyone
     2 look
     2 there's
     2 grew
     2 tomorrow
     2 busy
     2 forced
     2 sighed
     2 settled
     2 haven't
     2 laid
     2 yeah
     2 wrists
     2 corridor
     2 waited
     2 far
     2 anger
     2 realized
     2 coming
     2 airlock
     2 ancient
     2 teeth
     2 days
     2 words
     2 fool
     2 began
     2 curiosity
     2 play
     2 faced
     2 south
     2 things
     2 few
     2 watch
     2 childish
     2 outside
     2 bore
     2 red
     2 darkness
     2 faint
     2 whimpered
     2 ominously
     2 roots
     2 lifted
     2 inner
     2 trick
     2 animal
     2 guessed
     2 hood
     2 thoughts
     2 unfinished
     2 feel
     2 started
     2 three
     2 saturn
     2 clawed
     2 handle
     2 deep
     2 horizon
     2 remembered
     2 loose
     2 sent
     2 mars'
     2 fault
     2 am
     2 taking
     2 hole
     2 ever
     2 upper
     2 always
     2 pouches
     2 ready
     2 shook
     2 couldn't
     2 read
     2 stepped
     2 once
     2 floor
     2 landed
     2 draw
     2 troughs
     2 substances
     2 name
     2 shutters
     2 loss
     2 scientists
     2 structure
     1 taken
     1 motionless
     1 clinging
     1 wait
     1 haste
     1 share
     1 dandelion
     1 enigmatic
     1 flopped
     1 finality
     1 stifled
     1 hairs
     1 show
     1 chicago
     1 wash
     1 archaic
     1 surprise
     1 already
     1 thanked
     1 semblance
     1 exchange
     1 heavily
     1 square
     1 valves
     1 unstable
     1 barrens
     1 personal
     1 sentimental
     1 meantime
     1 yellow
     1 stiffly
     1 job
     1 met
     1 white
     1 wonder
     1 detached
     1 that's
     1 protected
     1 lid
     1 perfect
     1 colonies
     1 fending
     1 twisted
     1 anxious
     1 flares
     1 horrible
     1 bleeding
     1 symbolic
     1 landscape
     1 late
     1 we'll
     1 secrete
     1 heavy-duty
     1 abdomen
     1 staggered
     1 chained
     1 risen
     1 listened
     1 routine
     1 temple
     1 trapped
     1 surprised
     1 incipient
     1 exact
     1 supreme
     1 implications
     1 sheer
     1 molten
     1 running
     1 heights
     1 destroyed
     1 months
     1 rotting
     1 convulsively
     1 mouths
     1 ploughed
     1 moments
     1 enormous
     1 ocean
     1 end
     1 ports
     1 sending
     1 urged
     1 fits
     1 scarcely
     1 beautiful
     1 strike
     1 wounded
     1 endless
     1 rapid
     1 unreal
     1 prize
     1 fed
     1 succession
     1 concealed
     1 interested
     1 shadows
     1 plans
     1 lifetimes
     1 send
     1 revolts
     1 steal
     1 lying
     1 demanded
     1 you're
     1 realised
     1 choking
     1 taut
     1 blown
     1 welcome
     1 sake
     1 cross
     1 curious
     1 transmitted
     1 ugly
     1 procedure
     1 lifeless
     1 seen
     1 ungainly
     1 disaster
     1 sometimes
     1 ached
     1 firing
     1 meet
     1 seven
     1 baring
     1 pipe
     1 rub
     1 shrewd
     1 deliberate
     1 dignity
     1 preparation
     1 reflt
     1 behold
     1 tall
     1 skull
     1 fear'
     1 circle
     1 restlessness
     1 died
     1 phosphorus
     1 science
     1 crowd
     1 slashed
     1 palm
     1 burning
     1 slept
     1 mob
     1 crested
     1 ahead
     1 ones
     1 suffering
     1 bury
     1 desperation
     1 forges
     1 intense
     1 lowering
     1 weapon
     1 twitching
     1 barbarism
     1 heavens
     1 lit
     1 uneasily
     1 bolting
     1 digging
     1 reluctantly
     1 iving
     1 hurt
     1 except
     1 petrified
     1 octagonal
     1 entered
     1 hung
     1 bunched
     1 referring
     1 dissolving
     1 worse
     1 desolate
     1 worth
     1 sharp
     1 wrestling
     1 whip
     1 dragging
     1 halls
     1 freaks
     1 indicating
     1 refuse
     1 meant
     1 sank
     1 craftily
     1 risks
     1 form
     1 walls
     1 hurried
     1 wryly
     1 number
     1 ominous
     1 remember
     1 test
     1 ness
     1 animals
     1 magnesium
     1 also
     1 tissue
     1 stranger
     1 quest
     1 upsetting
     1 paw
     1 slammed
     1 awkwardly
     1 frost
     1 semi-human
     1 drooping
     1 slowness
     1 earri
     1 evil
     1 swift
     1 exception
     1 edification
     1 chamber
     1 convulsive
     1 tremble
     1 wouldn't
     1 violently
     1 quakes
     1 tossed
     1 has
     1 animated
     1 element
     1 pleaded
     1 desperate
     1 commerce
     1 le
     1 lamp
     1 half-light
     1 whatsoever
     1 shiny
     1 wicked
     1 rusty
     1 toys
     1 rare
     1 grabbed
     1 frenzy
     1 harshly
     1 established
     1 chickens
     1 ore
     1 moved
     1 clapped
     1 tied
     1 breast
     1 flooded
     1 colossal
     1 solemnly
     1 slums
     1 tautly
     1 contact
     1 molds
     1 aggrandizement
     1 doors
     1 heaved
     1 everything
     1 slipped
     1 sensitive
     1 snarling
     1 contains
     1 grip
     1 let's
     1 control
     1 wood
     1 root-fibres
     1 t
     1 warned
     1 call
     1 environment
     1 jewel
     1 suits
     1 looted
     1 shoved
     1 easily
     1 comes
     1 ears
     1 beast
     1 ships
     1 oh
     1 showing
     1 coverall
     1 expeditionary
     1 magnetism
     1 nourishment
     1 concerned
     1 irritation
     1 doomed
     1 every
     1 prelude
     1 terrible
     1 beginning
     1 spoke
     1 floundered
     1 slow
     1 cynical
     1 arm
     1 slight
     1 ago
     1 silver
     1 slip
     1 mass
     1 godlike
     1 chafing
     1 art
     1 boredom
     1 smart
     1 getting
     1 slim
     1 mid-leap
     1 hulk
     1 one-way
     1 murky
     1 movement
     1 laughter
     1 creature
     1 worries
     1 gathered
     1 whie
     1 cursing
     1 fitted
     1 forgot
     1 hideous
     1 thinking
     1 nervously
     1 beings
     1 stickers
     1 brutal
     1 thanks
     1 pencil
     1 fifth
     1 stairway
     1 available
     1 drawn
     1 double
     1 retractible
     1 we've
     1 among
     1 battened
     1 wrist
     1 nice
     1 became
     1 popular
     1 indeed
     1 bowed
     1 direct
     1 icily
     1 knuckles
     1 sat
     1 worlds
     1 dimensional
     1 moreover
     1 food
     1 bits
     1 worms
     1 waste
     1 same
     1 labor
     1 grimness
     1 larger
     1 crawl
     1 you've
     1 weightless
     1 raised
     1 given
     1 coverall's
     1 shining
     1 wearily
     1 won
     1 bolted
     1 unexplored
     1 secret
     1 fuel
     1 kill
     1 mood
     1 tooling
     1 exhibited
     1 brooding
     1 legendary
     1 queer
     1 inched
     1 neutralize
     1 single
     1 drew
     1 swung
     1 fourth
     1 backward
     1 touch
     1 semi-aspirate
     1 friend
     1 youth
     1 spite
     1 wife
     1 uneasiness
     1 inspected
     1 desolation
     1 pencil-tubes
     1 swinging
     1 teleradio
     1 moving
     1 afterward
     1 grouped
     1 base
     1 aren't
     1 called
     1 roof-trap
     1 crowded
     1 powder-puff
     1 doesn't
     1 trample
     1 pull
     1 visible
     1 glow
     1 dozen
     1 training
     1 plant
     1 nearly
     1 irt
     1 dazed
     1 spoken
     1 pause
     1 cursed
     1 hatred
     1 ate
     1 weather
     1 walked
     1 fastening
     1 utter
     1 unwieldly
     1 al
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 gold
     1 carry
     1 scout
     1 simply
     1 tube
     1 dealing
     1 beckoning
     1 traces
     1 racket
     1 jerked
     1 searing
     1 crossed
     1 listen
     1 soul
     1 fought
     1 calm
     1 yelled
     1 supernatural
     1 wild
     1 matter
     1 importance
     1 sensitivity
     1 really
     1 scuff
     1 pronunciation
     1 danced
     1 yours
     1 cracks
     1 echoing
     1 tramp
     1 flash
     1 crammed
     1 eagerness
     1 torch
     1 degenerated
     1 organic
     1 port
     1 narrowed
     1 fragment
     1 bring
     1 unarmed
     1 shut
     1 male
     1 lest
     1 else's
     1 abruptly
     1 mobs
     1 existence
     1 brittle
     1 puffs
     1 undersides
     1 boy
     1 spray
     1 bottom
     1 rather
     1 stuff
     1 infinite
     1 visiport
     1 gripping
     1 area
     1 hope
     1 kilts
     1 poised
     1 prowl
     1 sinking
     1 iis
     1 dawn
     1 furniture
     1 dream
     1 twitched
     1 woke
     1 talking
     1 god
     1 gravity
     1 operated
     1 planned
     1 classifying
     1 wrong
     1 sitting
     1 thirteen
     1 mocking
     1 ropes
     1 callous
     1 prehensile
     1 ancestors
     1 they'd
     1 switch
     1 gulf
     1 stiff
     1 silenced
     1 quiescent
     1 possible
     1 shaken
     1 length
     1 iron
     1 our
     1 notice
     1 nerve
     1 group
     1 aloft
     1 conqnered
     1 root-like
     1 absurdly
     1 following
     1 tautened
     1 hum
     1 stumbled
     1 crossing
     1 someone
     1 instrument
     1 cultures
     1 entirely
     1 hooks
     1 flung
     1 woven
     1 communication
     1 screamed
     1 start
     1 trembled
     1 voice
     1 mirth
     1 chains
     1 headlong
     1 flicker
     1 trend
     1 ten
     1 sought
     1 blob
     1 submerged
     1 diving
     1 misery
     1 survived
     1 doctor
     1 watchful
     1 braced
     1 plates
     1 weigh
     1 moaned
     1 making
     1 west
     1 flat
     1 flapped
     1 mountain
     1 fly
     1 hull
     1 collapsed
     1 calculating
     1 next
     1 bellowing
     1 fate
     1 frightened
     1 themselves
     1 flying
     1 puff
     1 shoulders
     1 snatched
     1 shimmering
     1 middle
     1 eat
     1 plunge
     1 gifts
     1 instructions
     1 slam
     1 cables
     1 else
     1 hiding
     1 profit
     1 peculiar
     1 dig
     1 i've
     1 unheard-of
     1 jaw
     1 dissolve
     1 witch-fires
     1 friendly
     1 what's
     1 thrill
     1 halted
     1 wildly
     1 mad
     1 shipped
     1 frantic
     1 news
     1 ball
     1 strange
     1 world
     1 latch
     1 respectable
     1 ribboned
     1 automatic
     1 keening
     1 lurched
     1 moonlight
     1 hesitated
     1 inert
     1 stern
     1 golden
     1 statuary
     1 shot
     1 camp
     1 throbbed
     1 greens
     1 stumble
     1 bother
     1 scrambled
     1 panted
     1 chute
     1 piled
     1 such
     1 edge
     1 perceptions
     1 frontier
     1 exhibition
     1 louvres
     1 scientific
     1 angry
     1 selfish
     1 closed
     1 showed
     1 attraction
     1 lashing
     1 stretched
     1 alter
     1 loosened
     1 filling
     1 windowless
     1 restrain
     1 belly
     1 fading
     1 brain
     1 gift
     1 planet
     1 bruise
     1 expedition
     1 bastard
     1 tugged
     1 combined
     1 stubbornly
     1 choked
     1 claw
     1 birds
     1 worked
     1 triumphant
     1 assistant
     1 forcing
     1 utterly
     1 thieves
     1 thighs
     1 beyoud
     1 line
     1 rage
     1 lonesome
     1 process
     1 laugh
     1 working
     1 knowing
     1 old
     1 atomic
     1 ocherous
     1 predatory
     1 nicely
     1 spun
     1 bothering
     1 balancing
     1 happens
     1 mostly
     1 shrimp
     1 luminous
     1 steel
     1 beg
     1 pressed
     1 rasped
     1 barred
     1 lip
     1 aiming
     1 blazing
     1 directions
     1 nerves
     1 morning
     1 saved
     1 angrily
     1 cage
     1 opening
     1 happening
     1 moment
     1 shifting
     1 isolated
     1 risk
     1 brains
     1 greet
     1 soil
     1 dull
     1 fires
     1 we're
     1 hoppers
     1 belts
     1 blow
     1 hammers
     1 battered
     1 ringing
     1 dreary
     1 touched
     1 cages
     1 stared
     1 fairy
     1 active
     1 urgently
     1 impact
     1 achieved
     1 raising
     1 destructive
     1 strain
     1 damage
     1 clenched
     1 snapped
     1 pathetically
     1 motions
     1 discovery
     1 believing
     1 girdle
     1 shivered
     1 legs
     1 love
     1 minds
     1 feeling
     1 chalt
     1 each
     1 thistledown
     1 flock
     1 progress
     1 weight
     1 exile
     1 full
     1 rip
     1 prowled
     1 ripping
     1 keys
     1 slamming
     1 valuable
     1 hardly
     1 joyous
     1 wealth
     1 tonight
     1 happen
     1 dry
     1 smashed
     1 feels
     1 fantastic
     1 pricked
     1 suit
     1 canal
     1 welder
     1 losing
     1 sun
     1 weapons
     1 often
     1 nails
     1 one-man
     1 evolution
     1 carving
     1 orders
     1 born
     1 promoters
     1 aged
     1 amazement
     1 denied
     1 shriek
     1 stripped
     1 rustling
     1 day
     1 reflected
     1 inlay
     1 faces
     1 pocket
     1 darted
     1 appeared
     1 tce
     1 mounting
     1 skymust
     1 gritted
     1 vampire
     1 apparently
     1 sandy
     1 drooped
     1 covered
     1 treacherous
     1 bull
     1 knees
     1 gaping
     1 slightly
     1 awaited
     1 absorbed
     1 longer
     1 quiver
     1 limp
     1 nor
     1 decency
     1 unexcited
     1 stark
     1 dissatisfied
     1 bombardment
     1 spume
     1 ought
     1 balloon
     1 wing
     1 unknown
     1 heaven's
     1 which
     1 swearing
     1 struggling
     1 jerk
     1 lungs
     1 instead
     1 sort
     1 staring
     1 potassium
     1 ask
     1 pure
     1 tons
     1 torn
     1 wore
     1 forefront
     1 relaxed
     1 irritably
     1 driving
     1 heavier
     1 quiet
     1 gently
     1 shadowy
     1 tell
     1 massive
     1 acting
     1 acid
     1 short
     1 genuine
     1 sleeping
     1 investigation
     1 sin
     1 greed
     1 thunderstruck
     1 starveling
     1 leaped
     1 live
     1 lee
     1 pair


2232.


Shadow Over Mars - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - concordance - 3.0 


Shadow Over Mars


 2700 the
    1207 and
     949 of
     923 a
     908 he
     785 to
     667 was
     617 his
     570 in
     541 it
     455 rick
     406 you
     365 i
     358 that
     340 with
     323 on
     267 him
     245 they
     244 there
     240 her
     228 had
     223 but
     213 out
     193 were
     188 said
     187 for
     181 at
     176 she
     175 as
     174 them
     171 from
     160 like
     154 up
     149 storm
     148 not
     142 no
     136 down
     128 have
     125 back
     122 what
     118 eyes
     116 mars
     114 mayo
     110 then
     109 all
     105 men
     105 over
     102 into
     100 be
     99 their
     98 one
     97 me
     96 been
     94 could
     89 st
     88 got
     87 through
     86 went
     86 know
     86 is
     85 by
     84 away
     83 or
     82 an
     82 do
     82 john
     79 came
     79 so
     79 around
     78 rick's
     76 face
     74 about
     74 we
     74 this
     73 get
     73 way
     71 my
     70 man
     70 still
     69 time
     69 again
     67 hands
     66 don't
     66 little
     65 go
     65 too
     64 fallon
     63 will
     61 can
     61 right
     61 didn't
     61 would
     60 company
     58 only
     58 here
     57 behind
     57 if
     57 off
     57 wall
     57 against
     57 now
     56 long
     56 just
     55 looked
     55 going
     55 old
     55 head
     54 i'm
     54 where
     52 your
     52 did
     52 when
     52 kyra
     52 suddenly
     52 began
     51 mak
     51 under
     51 more
     51 feet
     50 after
     49 come
     49 are
     48 before
     47 left
     47 turned
     47 than
     47 think
     47 across
     46 look
     46 hand
     45 ruh
     45 made
     44 something
     44 let
     44 while
     44 i've
     43 want
     43 much
     43 took
     43 beudach
     42 without
     42 some
     41 see
     41 saw
     39 you're
     39 any
     39 stood
     39 storm's
     39 city
     39 laughed
     38 even
     38 mind
     38 new
     38 jaffa
     38 high
     37 eran
     37 dead
     37 who
     37 other
     37 found
     36 black
     36 things
     36 nothing
     36 though
     36 take
     35 how
     35 people
     35 far
     34 make
     34 thought
     34 body
     34 because
     34 held
     33 knew
     33 silence
     33 sat
     33 presently
     33 slowly
     33 light
     32 nodded
     32 own
     32 himself
     32 enough
     32 never
     31 good
     31 moved
     31 lay
     31 cold
     31 it's
     31 close
     31 us
     31 dropped
     30 almost
     30 blood
     30 martian
     30 put
     30 watched
     30 dark
     30 copter
     30 collar
     29 ran
     29 stopped
     29 stone
     29 between
     29 looking
     28 strength
     28 woman
     28 life
     28 beside
     28 half
     28 whispered
     27 that's
     27 walls
     27 sound
     27 until
     27 shadow
     27 thing
     27 smiled
     27 red
     27 two
     27 very
     27 door
     27 anything
     26 earthman
     26 i'll
     26 ship
     26 well
     26 world
     25 big
     25 together
     25 martians
     25 there's
     25 last
     25 yet
     24 heard
     24 place
     24 girl
     24 quite
     24 pulled
     24 beyond
     24 why
     24 caught
     23 rose
     23 every
     23 sweat
     23 its
     23 voice
     23 once
     23 floor
     22 arms
     22 has
     22 asked
     22 open
     22 maybe
     22 skin
     22 hugh
     22 couldn't
     22 tell
     21 set
     21 rock
     21 many
     21 told
     21 might
     21 heavy
     21 dome
     20 wait
     20 those
     20 they're
     20 give
     20 wind
     20 future
     20 done
     20 haral
     20 quietly
     20 else
     20 tried
     20 first
     19 mouth
     19 side
     19 won't
     19 huge
     19 air
     19 closed
     19 above
     19 few
     19 started
     19 deep
     19 which
     18 fire
     18 hair
     18 forward
     18 screen
     18 toward
     18 hit
     18 leaned
     18 below
     18 raised
     18 small
     18 street
     18 trouble
     18 better
     18 boy
     18 our
     18 beam
     18 easy
     18 coming
     18 field
     18 softly
     18 darkness
     18 felt
     18 knees
     18 town
     17 already
     17 hot
     17 watching
     17 running
     17 gave
     17 banning
     17 wanted
     17 urquhart
     17 throat
     17 dwarf
     17 stones
     17 steps
     17 reached
     17 walked
     17 along
     17 beat
     17 nobody
     17 hard
     17 fingers
     17 love
     17 work
     17 each
     17 wings
     16 gone
     16 breath
     16 white
     16 both
     16 valkis
     16 pit
     16 sure
     16 whole
     16 followed
     16 top
     16 sky
     16 spoke
     16 perfume
     16 llaw
     16 same
     16 slid
     16 ground
     16 low
     16 fell
     16 lips
     16 chapter
     16 breathing
     16 onto
     16 strong
     16 inside
     16 mean
     16 somewhere
     16 blaster
     16 cigarette
     16 live
     15 fast
     15 shadows
     15 bells
     15 heart
     15 thousand
     15 yes
     15 chance
     15 listen
     15 streets
     15 wasn't
     15 kept
     15 great
     15 soft
     15 isn't
     15 moonlight
     15 noise
     15 earth
     15 young
     15 thinkers
     15 moment
     15 three
     15 always
     15 clear
     14 death
     14 end
     14 ahead
     14 cut
     14 venusian
     14 human
     14 wouldn't
     14 everything
     14 gunn
     14 seat
     14 kill
     14 these
     14 smell
     14 die
     14 worn
     14 alone
     14 later
     14 richard
     14 yeah
     14 teeth
     14 lot
     14 fighting
     14 touched
     14 kid
     14 drift
     14 empty
     14 dust
     14 marshies
     14 quiet
     13 knife
     13 wide
     13 seen
     13 may
     13 pain
     13 waiting
     13 coverall
     13 getting
     13 find
     13 tight
     13 mayo's
     13 shoulder
     13 used
     13 night
     13 can't
     13 brought
     13 keep
     13 table
     13 sleep
     13 bodies
     13 say
     13 most
     13 another
     13 stared
     13 guards
     13 full
     13 i'd
     13 faces
     13 guy
     13 room
     12 four
     12 silently
     12 part
     12 died
     12 crowd
     12 seemed
     12 hung
     12 hebra
     12 baby
     12 king
     12 shape
     12 cry
     12 help
     12 talk
     12 thinking
     12 water
     12 domes
     12 lost
     12 swinging
     12 cried
     12 caer
     12 cities
     12 crouched
     12 stop
     12 flat
     12 what's
     12 road
     12 waited
     12 standing
     12 guess
     12 dying
     12 safe
     12 planet
     12 outside
     12 anyway
     12 warm
     12 women
     12 ever
     12 thief
     12 throne
     12 window
     11 hear
     11 em
     11 we'll
     11 metal
     11 sand
     11 somebody
     11 except
     11 remember
     11 ice
     11 fight
     11 answered
     11 power
     11 slow
     11 arm
     11 faintly
     11 burned
     11 hold
     11 you've
     11 must
     11 ed
     11 venusians
     11 tunnel
     11 sea
     11 silent
     11 quick
     11 anthropoids
     11 afraid
     11 guys
     11 smiling
     11 pressed
     11 heat
     11 animal
     11 crawled
     11 thick
     11 feel
     11 hidden
     11 sent
     11 slightly
     11 nor
     10 taken
     10 wheel
     10 telescreen
     10 past
     10 move
     10 ore
     10 flesh
     10 doors
     10 shunni
     10 care
     10 lived
     10 answer
     10 distance
     10 laughter
     10 tired
     10 shining
     10 fought
     10 green
     10 rather
     10 hope
     10 plastic
     10 polar
     10 neck
     10 narrow
     10 ten
     10 torchlight
     10 busy
     10 crazy
     10 mickey
     10 fear
     10 such
     10 erect
     10 earthmen
     10 days
     10 words
     10 trying
     10 thin
     10 naked
     10 front
     10 does
     10 faint
     10 blue
     10 second
     10 shaft
     10 dry
     10 curtains
     10 bright
     10 free
     10 prophecy
     10 credits
     10 five
     10 name
     9 show
     9 twisted
     9 bad
     9 he'd
     9 terran
     9 buildings
     9 smoke
     9 boots
     9 rang
     9 knows
     9 plenty
     9 music
     9 carefully
     9 pylon
     9 being
     9 hills
     9 government
     9 threw
     9 ships
     9 ago
     9 whether
     9 given
     9 broke
     9 space
     9 drew
     9 bent
     9 pale
     9 doesn't
     9 locked
     9 finally
     9 either
     9 kahora
     9 yelled
     9 doing
     9 sea-bottom
     9 rolled
     9 kicked
     9 forgotten
     9 moons
     9 anyone
     9 making
     9 harness
     9 shoulders
     9 haven't
     9 office
     9 gaze
     9 crimson
     9 ancient
     9 angry
     9 reason
     9 use
     9 brain
     9 studied
     9 climbed
     9 hadn't
     9 attention
     9 since
     9 covered
     9 shook
     9 sort
     9 read
     9 noticed
     9 years
     9 drop
     8 clinging
     8 met
     8 they'll
     8 thunder
     8 foot
     8 leading
     8 he's
     8 harsh
     8 lord
     8 terrace
     8 law
     8 towers
     8 beautiful
     8 kind
     8 pretty
     8 fury
     8 devil
     8 struck
     8 discovered
     8 different
     8 hall
     8 carried
     8 also
     8 north
     8 sunlight
     8 let's
     8 flowers
     8 ears
     8 anybody
     8 clean
     8 pushed
     8 silver
     8 lean
     8 happened
     8 jekkara
     8 muscles
     8 parras
     8 touch
     8 alive
     8 idea
     8 hardened
     8 glow
     8 minute
     8 killed
     8 tube
     8 blazed
     8 times
     8 soul
     8 haral's
     8 bring
     8 shut
     8 smoking
     8 wrong
     8 switch
     8 iron
     8 soon
     8 start
     8 roof
     8 upon
     8 probably
     8 fly
     8 grew
     8 course
     8 mccall
     8 edge
     8 play
     8 fine
     8 need
     8 we're
     8 opened
     8 rest
     8 lock
     8 landing
     8 weight
     8 tough
     8 compound
     8 spread
     8 chain
     8 controls
     8 am
     8 tiny
     8 level
     8 quickly
     8 anywhere
     8 stepped
     8 desk
     8 helped
     7 gets
     7 temple
     7 burst
     7 send
     7 curious
     7 stayed
     7 weapon
     7 john's
     7 played
     7 forth
     7 you'll
     7 stay
     7 shrugged
     7 should
     7 bar
     7 word
     7 houses
     7 slipped
     7 important
     7 speaking
     7 itself
     7 stirred
     7 oh
     7 mak's
     7 she's
     7 believe
     7 point
     7 fifty
     7 try
     7 snarled
     7 matter
     7 really
     7 interplanetary
     7 yours
     7 abruptly
     7 excitement
     7 mental
     7 deadly
     7 they'd
     7 shaken
     7 stud
     7 telling
     7 screamed
     7 changed
     7 escape
     7 laid
     7 shot
     7 realized
     7 bunk
     7 whisper
     7 dagger
     7 debt
     7 yourself
     7 line
     7 tears
     7 unless
     7 phobos
     7 main
     7 marble
     7 couple
     7 several
     7 driver
     7 sliding
     7 wish
     7 conscious
     7 bandaged
     7 others
     7 taking
     7 ready
     7 corner
     7 short
     6 square
     6 yellow
     6 wonder
     6 sick
     6 centre
     6 neither
     6 flickered
     6 sharp
     6 dragging
     6 windows
     6 crashed
     6 you'd
     6 blasters
     6 placed
     6 build
     6 hate
     6 speak
     6 showing
     6 nowhere
     6 beginning
     6 dreamed
     6 torches
     6 smart
     6 movement
     6 built
     6 lead
     6 heaven
     6 crushed
     6 drowned
     6 we've
     6 six
     6 secret
     6 queer
     6 clearly
     6 within
     6 myself
     6 wear
     6 heap
     6 perfectly
     6 they've
     6 moving
     6 called
     6 briefly
     6 blank
     6 it'll
     6 trust
     6 happy
     6 port
     6 vargo
     6 key
     6 crystal
     6 near
     6 twitched
     6 wearing
     6 swept
     6 sea-bottoms
     6 ain't
     6 roads
     6 reach
     6 chest
     6 flung
     6 desert
     6 slender
     6 blind
     6 stuck
     6 next
     6 venus
     6 themselves
     6 glanced
     6 boys
     6 carved
     6 trade
     6 best
     6 blade
     6 lizard
     6 ruined
     6 stretched
     6 forget
     6 rags
     6 kissed
     6 dais
     6 working
     6 car
     6 rising
     6 lifted
     6 dull
     6 surface
     6 run
     6 brothers
     6 force
     6 letter
     6 legs
     6 bound
     6 smile
     6 tonight
     6 rule
     6 cover
     6 sun
     6 cloth
     6 loose
     6 gosh
     6 pocket
     6 shaking
     6 staring
     6 pure
     6 knives
     6 wore
     6 gently
     6 picture
     5 planetary
     5 fresh
     5 job
     5 dragged
     5 third
     5 late
     5 plan
     5 chained
     5 luck
     5 cliff
     5 bare
     5 shelter
     5 instinct
     5 dirty
     5 union
     5 living
     5 child
     5 flicked
     5 rim
     5 least
     5 twelve
     5 burning
     5 leaving
     5 city-states
     5 mines
     5 break
     5 funny
     5 kyra's
     5 walk
     5 number
     5 pay
     5 stronger
     5 round
     5 shallow
     5 alien
     5 greenish
     5 perhaps
     5 sudden
     5 entrance
     5 startled
     5 land
     5 shouted
     5 heads
     5 stroked
     5 curled
     5 dow
     5 mine
     5 easily
     5 upward
     5 scrap
     5 mass
     5 licked
     5 belt
     5 aware
     5 beudach's
     5 sprang
     5 pieces
     5 scowling
     5 stars
     5 bowed
     5 worlds
     5 crawl
     5 suppose
     5 led
     5 blamed
     5 broad
     5 solid
     5 mary
     5 administration
     5 pinned
     5 jeeps
     5 cursed
     5 glassite
     5 instant
     5 ellen
     5 blackness
     5 steadily
     5 ear
     5 position
     5 holding
     5 vast
     5 dame
     5 mate
     5 edges
     5 stretching
     5 furs
     5 dream
     5 talking
     5 turning
     5 sitting
     5 hoarsely
     5 goes
     5 difference
     5 means
     5 screaming
     5 coffin
     5 barren
     5 bronze
     5 pits
     5 friendly
     5 honest
     5 besides
     5 coffins
     5 gang
     5 strange
     5 jammed
     5 battle
     5 golden
     5 nine
     5 clouds
     5 texas
     5 rail
     5 grinned
     5 cracked
     5 lights
     5 bit
     5 watch
     5 lucky
     5 stunned
     5 giant
     5 laugh
     5 hours
     5 fallonite
     5 pack
     5 war
     5 pick
     5 nerves
     5 tightened
     5 stand
     5 calling
     5 fires
     5 blow
     5 crack
     5 prism
     5 home
     5 awake
     5 whose
     5 talked
     5 minds
     5 finished
     5 hardly
     5 winged
     5 exploitations
     5 seeress
     5 born
     5 spot
     5 savage
     5 day
     5 hole
     5 echoes
     5 woman's
     5 sword
     5 balloon
     5 blood-red
     5 fired
     5 brown
     5 quarter
     5 frowned
     4 nearest
     4 paws
     4 motionless
     4 fair
     4 booth
     4 leaders
     4 leader
     4 disintegrator
     4 wet
     4 moss
     4 staggered
     4 earthman's
     4 blast
     4 listened
     4 flame
     4 tunic
     4 picked
     4 sullen
     4 chair
     4 sweated
     4 money
     4 hilt
     4 drug
     4 sometimes
     4 humor
     4 seven
     4 anthropoid
     4 less
     4 deserted
     4 leather
     4 worry
     4 mob
     4 playing
     4 racing
     4 sleek
     4 destruction
     4 sounded
     4 yancey
     4 hurt
     4 loud
     4 powerful
     4 broken
     4 worth
     4 sharply
     4 meant
     4 silken
     4 plunged
     4 abandoned
     4 vanished
     4 crying
     4 vault
     4 question
     4 creatures
     4 spaceship
     4 papers
     4 beating
     4 pockets
     4 amber
     4 falling
     4 tossed
     4 apart
     4 minutes
     4 we'd
     4 distant
     4 daggers
     4 drops
     4 thrust
     4 drifting
     4 eye
     4 keeping
     4 race
     4 bunch
     4 boot
     4 hide
     4 knee
     4 business
     4 bend
     4 escort
     4 he'll
     4 opposite
     4 whatever
     4 somber
     4 buy
     4 energy
     4 terrible
     4 crude
     4 girls
     4 hugging
     4 legend
     4 hollow
     4 fall
     4 sleeve
     4 gallery
     4 laboratory
     4 among
     4 crawling
     4 hello
     4 warning
     4 left-handed
     4 wrist
     4 nice
     4 weren't
     4 became
     4 owe
     4 diemos
     4 flowed
     4 passage
     4 blazes
     4 seer
     4 fuel
     4 single
     4 faded
     4 swung
     4 backward
     4 track
     4 walking
     4 bank
     4 scared
     4 aren't
     4 twin
     4 pull
     4 sped
     4 nearly
     4 cradle
     4 strapped
     4 peace
     4 supposed
     4 size
     4 lines
     4 gold
     4 mpp
     4 farther
     4 win
     4 finish
     4 limped
     4 building
     4 expression
     4 narrowed
     4 couch
     4 fallon's
     4 infinite
     4 fossil
     4 murmured
     4 dusk
     4 climb
     4 account
     4 man's
     4 withdrawn
     4 radio
     4 particular
     4 scream
     4 tsamo
     4 needed
     4 trembled
     4 chains
     4 tilted
     4 explained
     4 gates
     4 limping
     4 flying
     4 hanging
     4 ragged
     4 wake
     4 focus
     4 peculiar
     4 sighed
     4 steady
     4 awfully
     4 studying
     4 sigh
     4 jaw
     4 joys
     4 row
     4 towards
     4 peered
     4 weakness
     4 glare
     4 bared
     4 breaking
     4 brows
     4 doggedly
     4 bandages
     4 showed
     4 filled
     4 clothing
     4 dried
     4 fool
     4 hoarse
     4 returned
     4 sinewy
     4 choked
     4 worked
     4 destiny
     4 shout
     4 emotion
     4 kick
     4 blazing
     4 odd
     4 rhythm
     4 ringing
     4 untouched
     4 east
     4 roar
     4 triangle
     4 grab
     4 sense
     4 physically
     4 become
     4 snapped
     4 careful
     4 shivered
     4 canyon
     4 feeling
     4 wounds
     4 worm's
     4 thieves'
     4 knocked
     4 mechanics
     4 hey
     4 steam
     4 canal
     4 weapons
     4 remembered
     4 hummed
     4 able
     4 using
     4 ship's
     4 sideways
     4 remote
     4 tawny
     4 step
     4 centuries
     4 taboos
     4 relaxed
     4 lovely
     4 shirt
     4 liar
     4 sleeping
     4 sides
     4 swore
     4 hugged
     3 synthetic
     3 haste
     3 warriors
     3 splitting
     3 jupiter
     3 knowledge
     3 danger
     3 barbarians
     3 heavily
     3 pile
     3 partly
     3 sight
     3 driven
     3 regular
     3 relief
     3 tumbled
     3 restlessly
     3 belong
     3 age
     3 plain
     3 dimly
     3 wine
     3 shoot
     3 girl's
     3 sighted
     3 throw
     3 cheek
     3 warming
     3 unwinking
     3 series
     3 towering
     3 left-hand
     3 trail
     3 passed
     3 bed
     3 miss
     3 sending
     3 pride
     3 company's
     3 follow
     3 supple
     3 interested
     3 plans
     3 strongly
     3 cautiously
     3 drawing
     3 lying
     3 flood
     3 voices
     3 hoped
     3 blown
     3 sake
     3 armed
     3 wastes
     3 skull
     3 silks
     3 somehow
     3 ones
     3 glass
     3 laughing
     3 blows
     3 exhausted
     3 ordinary
     3 twitching
     3 cradling
     3 lower
     3 seers
     3 worried
     3 digging
     3 shocker
     3 view
     3 sucked
     3 curve
     3 choice
     3 polished
     3 straight
     3 niche
     3 figure
     3 spires
     3 veins
     3 lazily
     3 heels
     3 pressure
     3 makes
     3 mess
     3 meaning
     3 shackle
     3 violently
     3 dirt
     3 curse
     3 rid
     3 wicked
     3 heading
     3 emerald
     3 scars
     3 bet
     3 range
     3 million
     3 tied
     3 sore
     3 breast
     3 authority
     3 beauty
     3 western
     3 certain
     3 interest
     3 kingdom
     3 flaring
     3 physical
     3 sensitive
     3 practically
     3 swell
     3 control
     3 sad
     3 dregs
     3 shoved
     3 heaving
     3 connection
     3 beast
     3 interior
     3 pressing
     3 slight
     3 bungalow
     3 invaders
     3 purple
     3 gathered
     3 swaying
     3 bannings
     3 mechanism
     3 slowed
     3 footsteps
     3 cabin
     3 loyalty
     3 clashed
     3 drawn
     3 however
     3 flexed
     3 muscle
     3 sprawled
     3 direction
     3 tore
     3 inch
     3 stillness
     3 quality
     3 raw
     3 waste
     3 asleep
     3 named
     3 motor
     3 gonna
     3 drum
     3 urgent
     3 there'll
     3 yelling
     3 furiously
     3 william
     3 howl
     3 fourth
     3 crackling
     3 deserts
     3 propped
     3 tongue
     3 solemn
     3 flushed
     3 rubbing
     3 friend
     3 blew
     3 spring
     3 unpleasant
     3 true
     3 beneath
     3 fragments
     3 clumsy
     3 hurled
     3 repeated
     3 outland
     3 ivory
     3 lose
     3 surrounded
     3 bitter
     3 closer
     3 flowing
     3 balance
     3 simply
     3 mpg
     3 cradled
     3 crossed
     3 avoided
     3 cannot
     3 pupils
     3 sluggish
     3 curves
     3 arc
     3 giving
     3 rustle
     3 low-canals
     3 whom
     3 anymore
     3 saying
     3 crimpers
     3 drugs
     3 pillar
     3 real
     3 torch
     3 counting
     3 missed
     3 swooped
     3 drifted
     3 offered
     3 tugs
     3 brittle
     3 planning
     3 bottom
     3 stuff
     3 save
     3 area
     3 prisoner
     3 frantically
     3 massacre
     3 mutter
     3 match
     3 suspicious
     3 spaceport
     3 stiff
     3 possible
     3 length
     3 whirled
     3 turn
     3 where's
     3 shimmer
     3 sparks
     3 piece
     3 manacles
     3 someone
     3 lithe
     3 nose
     3 calls
     3 leaning
     3 pillars
     3 intent
     3 crumpled
     3 cleft
     3 archway
     3 balanced
     3 bitterly
     3 cleared
     3 bell
     3 fixed
     3 paper
     3 frightened
     3 spreading
     3 yuh
     3 cheeks
     3 cat
     3 mist
     3 concert
     3 crew
     3 instructions
     3 hiding
     3 launching
     3 apes
     3 feathery
     3 blurred
     3 dwarfing
     3 phosphorescent
     3 okay
     3 scaffold
     3 flashed
     3 hurry
     3 rough
     3 smooth
     3 hid
     3 trained
     3 especially
     3 bother
     3 chute
     3 compulsion
     3 catch
     3 fun
     3 powers
     3 harm
     3 taste
     3 search
     3 consciousness
     3 bellowed
     3 golly
     3 faced
     3 jagged
     3 utterly
     3 known
     3 ankles
     3 quarters
     3 lonesome
     3 inhabitants
     3 lighted
     3 bore
     3 exotic
     3 wrapped
     3 thundering
     3 blades
     3 steel
     3 whimpered
     3 lever
     3 paused
     3 slope
     3 listening
     3 cruelty
     3 barred
     3 breathed
     3 according
     3 satisfied
     3 carrying
     3 kicking
     3 bowl
     3 hunched
     3 angrily
     3 veils
     3 arch
     3 soldier
     3 system
     3 debris
     3 sooner
     3 case
     3 safely
     3 sane
     3 twisting
     3 everybody
     3 glistening
     3 history
     3 mile
     3 sheltered
     3 count
     3 comet
     3 racks
     3 fluttered
     3 wealth
     3 locker
     3 huddled
     3 miners
     3 slipping
     3 clawed
     3 moon
     3 acrid
     3 smashed
     3 bringing
     3 tower
     3 hungrily
     3 rich
     3 dim
     3 city's
     3 truth
     3 jewels
     3 silk
     3 public
     3 rustling
     3 signal
     3 appeared
     3 glad
     3 apparently
     3 dressed
     3 wolf-faced
     3 mother
     3 other's
     3 longer
     3 looks
     3 worm
     3 further
     3 change
     3 realize
     3 machine
     3 color
     3 lungs
     3 instead
     3 bigger
     3 gripped
     3 sunk
     3 ask
     3 torn
     3 wiry
     3 scattered
     3 gradually
     3 clung
     3 paid
     3 huh
     3 leaped
     3 fur
     3 touching
     3 remained
     2 hangings
     2 counted
     2 settling
     2 sheathed
     2 smells
     2 crowding
     2 enigmatic
     2 rate
     2 ashamed
     2 sweating
     2 roared
     2 supply
     2 thickly
     2 tinkling
     2 gleam
     2 amplifiers
     2 deal
     2 personal
     2 owner
     2 seconds
     2 web
     2 horns
     2 stained
     2 perfect
     2 brilliant
     2 stole
     2 ashes
     2 drowsy
     2 there'd
     2 indescribably
     2 higher
     2 draft
     2 scarlet
     2 landscape
     2 bosses
     2 doorway
     2 tail
     2 fix
     2 individual
     2 tie
     2 jobs
     2 chances
     2 advance
     2 trapped
     2 slave
     2 surprised
     2 shacks
     2 untied
     2 sheer
     2 cigarettes
     2 description
     2 nervous
     2 clashing
     2 faster
     2 cuff
     2 original
     2 she'll
     2 tricks
     2 understand
     2 space-rat
     2 balcony
     2 yellow-eyed
     2 inches
     2 mouths
     2 preceded
     2 moments
     2 enormous
     2 hypnotize
     2 gravely
     2 fallow
     2 jump
     2 strike
     2 symbol
     2 continued
     2 endless
     2 concentration
     2 fed
     2 concealed
     2 coiling
     2 whistled
     2 unstirring
     2 gigantic
     2 tray
     2 growing
     2 comfort
     2 uncovered
     2 pal
     2 thrusting
     2 sacred
     2 fields
     2 incredibly
     2 crept
     2 splashing
     2 pleasant
     2 tinkled
     2 delicate
     2 island
     2 grandson
     2 shrieking
     2 snarl
     2 sounds
     2 yawned
     2 smoothly
     2 pete's
     2 placer
     2 mazes
     2 shocked
     2 ill
     2 technician's
     2 weighing
     2 confused
     2 ached
     2 firing
     2 whipped
     2 thickness
     2 roll
     2 rode
     2 whence
     2 tobacco
     2 shrewd
     2 elbow
     2 dignity
     2 tall
     2 kan's
     2 roaring
     2 circle
     2 finding
     2 merely
     2 everywhere
     2 palm
     2 tip
     2 legends
     2 liked
     2 defenses
     2 hitting
     2 respect
     2 smoldering
     2 forges
     2 rapidly
     2 shift
     2 bending
     2 heavens
     2 handcuff
     2 muttered
     2 altitude
     2 stabbed
     2 worse
     2 hasn't
     2 desolate
     2 pursuing
     2 halls
     2 erratic
     2 stub
     2 emergency
     2 scanned
     2 chief
     2 impatiently
     2 harpers
     2 stunt
     2 blocks
     2 shields
     2 having
     2 leveled
     2 intentness
     2 winds
     2 sheds
     2 reaching
     2 emptiness
     2 slammed
     2 rush
     2 terrain
     2 motors
     2 depend
     2 chuckled
     2 dangerous
     2 evil
     2 swift
     2 comfortable
     2 waves
     2 tremble
     2 twice
     2 moon-shadows
     2 middle-swampers
     2 cell
     2 groping
     2 aimless
     2 tying
     2 strangled
     2 curtain
     2 sympathy
     2 charge
     2 march
     2 crumbled
     2 fellow
     2 feral
     2 chin
     2 planets
     2 nearby
     2 particularly
     2 feathers
     2 idly
     2 figures
     2 grasp
     2 note
     2 jungle
     2 market
     2 cloak
     2 surging
     2 barrel
     2 asking
     2 banners
     2 york
     2 colored
     2 blowing
     2 killing
     2 contact
     2 mention
     2 liquid
     2 shadowed
     2 shell
     2 wrinkled
     2 slide
     2 fled
     2 impressed
     2 grace
     2 disc
     2 heaved
     2 peering
     2 throttle
     2 strength-and
     2 indicated
     2 wiped
     2 clustered
     2 snarling
     2 pleading
     2 complete
     2 pants
     2 wood
     2 low-canal
     2 create
     2 call
     2 jar
     2 idle
     2 childhood
     2 gestured
     2 inquired
     2 pounded
     2 weak
     2 drummer
     2 bag
     2 snake
     2 seas
     2 tear
     2 opaline
     2 raid
     2 sometime
     2 slugged
     2 addressed
     2 explain
     2 quicker
     2 shuddered
     2 inhuman
     2 facing
     2 slip
     2 tunnels
     2 normal
     2 handful
     2 realm
     2 wandering
     2 karadoc
     2 right-hand
     2 dwelt
     2 aside
     2 rocket
     2 large
     2 bulk
     2 bones
     2 trembling
     2 central
     2 louder
     2 operator
     2 pleased
     2 cursing
     2 radiance
     2 yell
     2 fitted
     2 glittering
     2 christy
     2 goliath
     2 war-chiefs
     2 straining
     2 thanks
     2 peeled
     2 work-gangs
     2 grow
     2 outer
     2 minimum
     2 rooms
     2 mickeys
     2 stride
     2 glimpse
     2 jumped
     2 ballad
     2 nights
     2 glories
     2 space-hand
     2 overhead
     2 sheen
     2 gossamer
     2 direct
     2 knuckles
     2 coldness
     2 food
     2 similar
     2 summer
     2 sob
     2 labor
     2 doubled
     2 eaten
     2 glints
     2 separate
     2 roofs
     2 attack
     2 breathe
     2 motioned
     2 gauge
     2 gamble
     2 machines
     2 ravine
     2 tearing
     2 wants
     2 sixteenth
     2 cosmic
     2 dreams
     2 says
     2 spite
     2 straightened
     2 story
     2 press
     2 uneven
     2 afterward
     2 sign
     2 knotted
     2 crowded
     2 madame
     2 rosy
     2 trap
     2 obeyed
     2 visible
     2 click
     2 moonstones
     2 crossroads
     2 prophecy-your
     2 dozen
     2 training
     2 circumstances
     2 courage
     2 flipped
     2 secretly
     2 ray
     2 shielding
     2 slopes
     2 moderates
     2 passageway
     2 cloud
     2 kings
     2 amusement
     2 safety
     2 glinted
     2 jangle
     2 carry
     2 fumbled
     2 racket
     2 glasses
     2 she'd
     2 cream
     2 searing
     2 shake
     2 invention
     2 ugliness
     2 feared
     2 checked
     2 shield
     2 noises
     2 skittered
     2 bothered
     2 descended
     2 wild
     2 seeing
     2 mentally
     2 flattened
     2 sheets
     2 cat-eyes
     2 failed
     2 drunk
     2 sandstorm
     2 obstruction
     2 echoing
     2 tightly
     2 flash
     2 wrist-chains
     2 topaz
     2 rug
     2 goggled
     2 nest
     2 ochre
     2 bearing
     2 flames
     2 flared
     2 sill
     2 blasted
     2 fragment
     2 laws
     2 blocked
     2 rushing
     2 sobbing
     2 universe
     2 plucked
     2 shock
     2 muscular
     2 afford
     2 twitch
     2 self
     2 tiger
     2 downward
     2 wolves
     2 soaring
     2 appear
     2 usual
     2 gas
     2 poised
     2 dawn
     2 whispering
     2 hungry
     2 simple
     2 northward
     2 yesterday
     2 fat
     2 crushing
     2 swimming
     2 cat-like
     2 dreaming
     2 ripped
     2 ropes
     2 blasting
     2 tended
     2 begun
     2 poured
     2 split
     2 agony
     2 scented
     2 preferred
     2 reflexes
     2 dusty
     2 co-ordination
     2 paying
     2 messed
     2 satisfy
     2 canyons
     2 yoke
     2 butt
     2 effort
     2 following
     2 ignored
     2 gleamed
     2 putting
     2 herself
     2 slaves
     2 composed
     2 curved
     2 lids
     2 flier
     2 jarred
     2 notch
     2 inlaid
     2 hiss
     2 dark-green
     2 disturbed
     2 sought
     2 ceiling
     2 horn
     2 kicks
     2 chimed
     2 insane
     2 braced
     2 shifted
     2 brutes
     2 hilts
     2 fists
     2 flags
     2 matches
     2 flapped
     2 maze
     2 jaffrey
     2 tremendous
     2 hull
     2 crashing
     2 leathery
     2 uh
     2 jerking
     2 middle
     2 halfway
     2 strangely
     2 blaze
     2 slam
     2 forced
     2 settled
     2 thumb
     2 rails
     2 healthy
     2 colors
     2 hundred
     2 whine
     2 withdrew
     2 cliffs
     2 united
     2 gaudy
     2 quit
     2 foothill
     2 necks
     2 spilling
     2 tapered
     2 sit
     2 plume
     2 halted
     2 wildly
     2 reports
     2 fluttering
     2 news
     2 evidently
     2 tattered
     2 take-off
     2 throne-room
     2 ribs
     2 age-worn
     2 automatic
     2 brilliance
     2 hers
     2 pleasure
     2 glisten
     2 corridor
     2 manage
     2 quivering
     2 folded
     2 tubes
     2 collect
     2 lading
     2 caused
     2 intestinal
     2 right-handed
     2 bulger
     2 glimmer
     2 rolling
     2 rows
     2 frontier
     2 slanting
     2 cracking
     2 manacled
     2 skipper
     2 corners
     2 mud
     2 obediently
     2 phobos-light
     2 shooting
     2 despite
     2 aim
     2 expressionless
     2 pointed
     2 spent
     2 drugged
     2 apartment
     2 lapping
     2 stubbornly
     2 llaw's
     2 incredible
     2 elbows
     2 birds
     2 ended
     2 check
     2 hooded
     2 south
     2 copters
     2 amount
     2 knelt
     2 impassive
     2 succeeding
     2 hunted
     2 thieves
     2 trailed
     2 horse
     2 aimed
     2 hammered
     2 dizzy
     2 instinctive
     2 rage
     2 enmity
     2 skins
     2 hideout
     2 knowing
     2 sneered
     2 period
     2 hounds
     2 humanity
     2 jeep
     2 impersonality
     2 swiftly
     2 sticking
     2 habitual
     2 spun
     2 blankets
     2 happens
     2 mostly
     2 goblet
     2 luminous
     2 waving
     2 height
     2 fairly
     2 bosh
     2 aiming
     2 fingertip
     2 panting
     2 rotten
     2 saved
     2 sorrow
     2 crumbling
     2 opening
     2 thirty-two
     2 inward
     2 mirror
     2 uncertain
     2 unhealthy
     2 boot-heels
     2 risk
     2 inner
     2 bums
     2 homesteaders
     2 eerie
     2 places
     2 red-haired
     2 smoked
     2 lighter
     2 guessed
     2 cheap
     2 sullenly
     2 thoughts
     2 deck
     2 added
     2 judged
     2 memory
     2 accuracy
     2 rested
     2 memories
     2 breeze
     2 discovery
     2 telepathic
     2 swing
     2 vicious
     2 terror
     2 scarred
     2 ways
     2 gibbet
     2 complaint
     2 trumpet
     2 discover
     2 sprawling
     2 speech
     2 transparent
     2 eroded
     2 happen
     2 footprints
     2 grim
     2 warily
     2 strip
     2 handle
     2 alike
     2 paced
     2 guy's
     2 pavement
     2 ring
     2 connected
     2 dustball
     2 believed
     2 furred
     2 evolution
     2 glory
     2 grows
     2 boss
     2 rack
     2 stripped
     2 willing
     2 gesture
     2 urge
     2 green-eyed
     2 wolf
     2 ladders
     2 pattern
     2 fully
     2 gods
     2 darted
     2 three-dimensional
     2 pleasantly
     2 pays
     2 sacrilege
     2 crash
     2 stream
     2 travel
     2 rude
     2 spears
     2 limp
     2 laboring
     2 obliquely
     2 bah
     2 firelight
     2 ought
     2 pacing
     2 brute
     2 familiar
     2 jerk
     2 shouldn't
     2 shelf
     2 chilling
     2 audible
     2 hangover
     2 fattened
     2 surrounding
     2 purpose
     2 landed
     2 shrieked
     2 irritably
     2 common
     2 shops
     2 temples
     2 gorges
     2 scowled
     2 shadowy
     2 seem
     2 massive
     2 stifling
     2 raise
     2 tread
     2 completely
     2 acid
     2 learn
     2 buried
     2 boy-king
     2 chiming
     2 barracks
     2 burn
     2 starting
     2 emotions
     2 spaceman's
     2 transmitter
     2 lee
     2 destroy
     2 structure
     1 kingship
     1 say-be
     1 load
     1 retching
     1 sculptured
     1 gray
     1 satanic
     1 knee-height
     1 lunar
     1 favor
     1 silky
     1 k
     1 lucid
     1 address
     1 impersonal
     1 cool
     1 telepathy
     1 proof
     1 verbal
     1 slaved
     1 indrawn
     1 gadget-a
     1 crown
     1 protection
     1 striking
     1 squatted
     1 safest
     1 immediately
     1 cornet
     1 deafening
     1 figured
     1 gather
     1 handling
     1 low-canaller
     1 sting
     1 thanked
     1 semblance
     1 fumes
     1 jeweled
     1 victory
     1 sky-blue
     1 psychic
     1 revered
     1 hills-providing
     1 dawns
     1 deimos
     1 gasp
     1 lucent
     1 pearl
     1 cautioned
     1 milk
     1 meantime
     1 hellish
     1 stiffly
     1 pious
     1 mars-a
     1 beast-hungry
     1 blocky
     1 year's
     1 canal-side
     1 detached
     1 dared
     1 visitor
     1 religion
     1 brisk
     1 protected
     1 plugs
     1 dug
     1 glamour
     1 out-clear
     1 drinking
     1 zipper
     1 florent
     1 millennia
     1 terro-mercurian
     1 object
     1 rhythmic
     1 reflections
     1 dish
     1 emperor
     1 dumped
     1 govern
     1 accused
     1 looking-bowl
     1 hysterically
     1 pulling
     1 horrible
     1 beams
     1 back-build
     1 enter
     1 scream-shocked
     1 chiefs
     1 bleeding
     1 expanded
     1 sickeningly
     1 musky
     1 helplessly
     1 bas-reliefs
     1 symbolic
     1 results
     1 fried
     1 matching
     1 boomed
     1 tex
     1 shudder
     1 charter
     1 thump
     1 mysteriously
     1 heavy-duty
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     2 flying
     2 barren
     2 tomorrow
     2 rings
     2 braided
     2 apes
     2 brave
     2 colors
     2 harbors
     2 course
     2 wars
     2 glanced
     2 blurred
     2 besides
     2 thrill
     2 haven't
     2 crazy
     2 office
     2 fascination
     2 taunted
     2 smooth
     2 hesitated
     2 corridor
     2 glare
     2 grassy
     2 menace
     2 managed
     2 quivering
     2 ruin
     2 tapestries
     2 breaking
     2 crouching
     2 fallen
     2 moored
     2 anger
     2 statuary
     2 brows
     2 realized
     2 panted
     2 skulls
     2 rolling
     2 field
     2 edge
     2 catch
     2 erect
     2 slanting
     2 skirting
     2 mud
     2 muffled
     2 use
     2 going-back
     2 dried
     2 fool
     2 returned
     2 planet
     2 gives
     2 outward
     2 birds
     2 check
     2 confirmed
     2 fighting
     2 utterly
     2 hell
     2 towns
     2 ankles
     2 does
     2 skins
     2 spiked
     2 laugh
     2 metabolism
     2 period
     2 substance
     2 bore
     2 exotic
     2 hours
     2 shaped
     2 height
     2 listening
     2 phobos
     2 carrying
     2 saved
     2 arch
     2 conventional
     2 system
     2 shifting
     2 lifted
     2 squirming
     2 inner
     2 tiered
     2 eerie
     2 places
     2 we're
     2 crack
     2 animal
     2 crawled
     2 protective
     2 twisting
     2 bewildered
     2 brothers
     2 physically
     2 caution
     2 shivered
     2 work
     2 docks
     2 three
     2 hopeless
     2 wisdom
     2 attention
     2 lick
     2 sprawling
     2 speech
     2 worst
     2 conscious
     2 wealth
     2 happen
     2 knocked
     2 slipping
     2 zoo
     2 blinking
     2 dry
     2 warm
     2 ruins
     2 strip
     2 weapons
     2 evolution
     2 glory
     2 loose
     2 shuddering
     2 stripped
     2 controls
     2 willing
     2 collar
     2 silk
     2 taking
     2 niles
     2 apparently
     2 dressed
     2 evolutionary
     2 embrasures
     2 shook
     2 nightmare
     2 woman's
     2 brute
     2 wing
     2 struggling
     2 instead
     2 dawn-woman
     2 impossible
     2 bathed
     2 upturned
     2 girdles
     2 crime
     2 quiet
     2 tell
     2 clung
     2 desk
     2 helped
     2 paid
     2 learn
     2 chiming
     2 ride
     2 greed
     2 tongues
     2 thirst
     2 years
     2 live
     2 destroy
     1 greeting
     1 harp
     1 nearest
     1 tantalizing
     1 retching
     1 gray
     1 mannikins
     1 uncertainly
     1 warriors
     1 lucid
     1 crest
     1 smells
     1 substituting
     1 fashionably
     1 loathly
     1 lies
     1 exquisites
     1 crown
     1 protection
     1 jewel-bright
     1 knots
     1 jostle
     1 hairs
     1 gleams
     1 stirring
     1 queens
     1 danger
     1 dripped
     1 heavily
     1 gleam
     1 triumph
     1 savatte
     1 deimos
     1 pile
     1 goings
     1 strangeness
     1 erectus
     1 liners
     1 delay
     1 web
     1 stained
     1 met
     1 year's
     1 dared
     1 eliminated
     1 brow
     1 wearied
     1 taunting
     1 mock-primitive
     1 colonies
     1 birth
     1 sickens
     1 jeered
     1 intercom
     1 relief
     1 object
     1 brilliant
     1 governments
     1 tortures
     1 stole
     1 bad
     1 cruder
     1 pulling
     1 belong
     1 sulkily
     1 bleeding
     1 plain
     1 higher
     1 helplessly
     1 scarlet
     1 rouse
     1 landscape
     1 we'll
     1 boomed
     1 shudder
     1 replaced
     1 ecstatic
     1 artfully
     1 turquoise
     1 unconcerned
     1 sick
     1 psychos
     1 graceful
     1 experience
     1 chained
     1 golden-eyed
     1 listened
     1 melted
     1 tribes
     1 dimness
     1 ruthless
     1 cliff
     1 surprised
     1 corridors
     1 unconscious
     1 cheek
     1 armpieces
     1 identified
     1 instinct
     1 dare
     1 concerning
     1 cigarettes
     1 bristled
     1 molten
     1 twilight
     1 denunciation
     1 undid
     1 series
     1 discomforts
     1 forefathers
     1 outlines
     1 escaped
     1 slew
     1 dirty
     1 pit
     1 aching
     1 frail
     1 fortune
     1 curving
     1 wandered
     1 months
     1 elemental
     1 past
     1 fawn
     1 tokens
     1 harder
     1 mouths
     1 blurted
     1 preserved
     1 wolfed
     1 towers
     1 buildings
     1 gravely
     1 softness
     1 ocean
     1 miss
     1 coddling
     1 pilot
     1 strips
     1 glaring
     1 brightened
     1 wounded
     1 living
     1 endless
     1 growling
     1 tense
     1 chair
     1 lichens
     1 prints
     1 fed
     1 supple
     1 fashionable
     1 circling
     1 ornamented
     1 departure
     1 theirs
     1 cups
     1 hearty
     1 lhak
     1 terraces
     1 comfort
     1 whole
     1 arching
     1 civilian
     1 fathers
     1 plainly
     1 bone
     1 special
     1 voices
     1 shed
     1 pleasant
     1 taut
     1 mammal
     1 hoped
     1 deadfall
     1 rats
     1 velvet
     1 sake
     1 secretive
     1 delicate
     1 cross
     1 patterns
     1 thousands
     1 tops
     1 mountains
     1 sounds
     1 besotting
     1 ugly
     1 ruthlessly
     1 settle
     1 iii
     1 fact
     1 grasping
     1 kilt
     1 begged
     1 swollen
     1 captive
     1 drag
     1 tarmac
     1 meet
     1 whipped
     1 concern
     1 vanishing
     1 convinced
     1 state
     1 whence
     1 tobacco
     1 numerous
     1 elbow
     1 apelings
     1 attitude
     1 feeble
     1 tasted
     1 silks
     1 plantings
     1 overwrought
     1 finding
     1 cast
     1 science
     1 merely
     1 everywhere
     1 expectancy
     1 palm
     1 burning
     1 passing
     1 somehow
     1 handed
     1 carefully
     1 heir
     1 lump
     1 strings
     1 addict
     1 gems
     1 laughing
     1 levels
     1 yearning
     1 rapidly
     1 moan
     1 lawns
     1 intense
     1 older
     1 ordinary
     1 sleek
     1 alley
     1 paved
     1 barbarism
     1 specific
     1 glows
     1 shattered
     1 hurt
     1 loud
     1 pitch-dark
     1 swarmed
     1 adornment
     1 entered
     1 manner
     1 culture
     1 guide
     1 worse
     1 holes
     1 doctors
     1 worth
     1 alleys
     1 sharply
     1 insolent
     1 scales
     1 slits
     1 meant
     1 passions
     1 silken
     1 tragedy
     1 risks
     1 alluring
     1 savagery
     1 deep-set
     1 overwhelming
     1 windows
     1 may
     1 different
     1 depression
     1 blocks
     1 crying
     1 lighting
     1 walk
     1 shields
     1 myriad
     1 universal
     1 coastal
     1 forgetfulness
     1 bristling
     1 fleet
     1 undo
     1 shaping
     1 pressure
     1 admit
     1 enclosed
     1 crashed
     1 emptiness
     1 caring
     1 stinging
     1 connections
     1 ranged
     1 paw
     1 mating
     1 bollards
     1 conceive
     1 stronger
     1 cash
     1 vaulted
     1 antics
     1 packed
     1 tingles
     1 venusian
     1 exciting
     1 glowing
     1 six-foot
     1 dangerous
     1 swift
     1 scent
     1 beast-shapes
     1 glared
     1 existed
     1 chamber
     1 economic
     1 bittersweet
     1 flatcars
     1 slumberous
     1 orderly
     1 tremble
     1 builders
     1 twice
     1 moon-shadows
     1 complex
     1 tossed
     1 rustled
     1 writhed
     1 lust
     1 slows
     1 pushing
     1 honestly
     1 shallow
     1 embrasure
     1 minutes
     1 therapy
     1 speculatively
     1 suspended
     1 weals
     1 you'd
     1 heading
     1 feral
     1 hewn
     1 hunger
     1 chin
     1 terra
     1 addicts
     1 booming
     1 nearby
     1 range
     1 ore
     1 neared
     1 bristle
     1 blindly
     1 sudden
     1 kiss
     1 rapine
     1 intensified
     1 million
     1 pleases
     1 dancing
     1 land
     1 placed
     1 stupor
     1 shanga-rays
     1 nervousness
     1 nature
     1 brink
     1 eye
     1 jungle
     1 odors
     1 certain
     1 weakened
     1 professional
     1 directly
     1 shams
     1 government
     1 banners
     1 colored
     1 should
     1 necessity
     1 predominantly
     1 taught
     1 jet
     1 hide
     1 quays
     1 lords
     1 pour
     1 sar
     1 mountain-thing
     1 scramble
     1 stroked
     1 shadowed
     1 director
     1 slain
     1 wrinkled
     1 knee
     1 fanatics
     1 wonderful
     1 helpless
     1 straggling
     1 grace
     1 heaved
     1 iron-strong
     1 countless
     1 sensitive
     1 clients
     1 lily-whites
     1 indicated
     1 semiprecious
     1 threw
     1 pound
     1 business
     1 wondered
     1 periods
     1 tempered
     1 coarsened
     1 seemingly
     1 grip
     1 mine
     1 trucks
     1 complete
     1 porcelain
     1 chilled
     1 hollows
     1 subconsciously
     1 altered
     1 hypocrisy
     1 temporary
     1 futility
     1 stirred
     1 warned
     1 mock
     1 sophisticatedly
     1 desperately
     1 easily
     1 hides
     1 outcry
     1 opposite
     1 bearings
     1 exalted
     1 rippled
     1 fianc
     1 mooring
     1 weary
     1 showing
     1 gladiators
     1 seas
     1 scored
     1 chalk
     1 somber
     1 interior
     1 blasphemies
     1 exultant
     1 sometime
     1 whips
     1 energy
     1 national
     1 assurance
     1 constituted
     1 microphone
     1 brass
     1 slow
     1 galleys
     1 flimsy
     1 crude
     1 tunnels
     1 complexity
     1 smelling
     1 formed
     1 earned
     1 toy
     1 clash
     1 wound
     1 licked
     1 anonymity
     1 wriggling
     1 grin
     1 fetch
     1 wandering
     1 getting
     1 kesh
     1 barbarian
     1 rocket
     1 ease
     1 jekkara
     1 attempt
     1 v
     1 bulk
     1 worries
     1 unlocked
     1 overpowering
     1 swaying
     1 tortured
     1 generations
     1 aware
     1 radiance
     1 hollow
     1 footsteps
     1 sweats
     1 ringed
     1 petulantly
     1 smoothing
     1 doe's
     1 forever
     1 harshness
     1 surged
     1 devil's
     1 unconsciousness
     1 fare
     1 greedy
     1 wove
     1 communicated
     1 sloping
     1 double
     1 disgraced
     1 muscle
     1 pageants
     1 crushed
     1 cushioning
     1 unconventions
     1 allowed
     1 muscles
     1 considered
     1 loins
     1 unobtrusively
     1 bleached
     1 thousand
     1 private
     1 mosaic
     1 warning
     1 coalesced
     1 glided
     1 nice
     1 foreboding
     1 signed
     1 cassandra
     1 sweat
     1 boldly
     1 overhead
     1 stars
     1 dedicated
     1 strangers
     1 impenetrable
     1 freshly
     1 tired
     1 companions
     1 knuckles
     1 swarming
     1 prayers
     1 formula
     1 pang
     1 increased
     1 pithecanthropus
     1 hugeness
     1 flanks
     1 similar
     1 bits
     1 difficulty
     1 welcomes
     1 prayed
     1 branches
     1 arrogantly
     1 jewel-like
     1 pampered
     1 smelled
     1 link
     1 wearily
     1 annoyances
     1 mammoth
     1 lawn
     1 slid
     1 unbending
     1 dinner
     1 walks
     1 reeked
     1 inextricably
     1 haggard
     1 presumably
     1 mood
     1 rumbled
     1 glandular
     1 crippled
     1 faded
     1 contrary
     1 swung
     1 veiled
     1 foothills
     1 dire
     1 fourth
     1 deserts
     1 clearly
     1 deformed
     1 points
     1 cosmic
     1 taxi
     1 she's
     1 fangs
     1 wear
     1 acted
     1 clad
     1 shaggy
     1 prefer
     1 youth
     1 spite
     1 rebuilt
     1 spring
     1 doom
     1 intoning
     1 tingled
     1 honor
     1 desolation
     1 spear
     1 creeping
     1 tribute
     1 throwing
     1 steps
     1 incongruously
     1 leaping
     1 wordless
     1 leaf
     1 fashion
     1 ii
     1 telltale
     1 festival
     1 quivered
     1 sign
     1 degrade
     1 shrewdly
     1 pallor
     1 consisted
     1 knotted
     1 looming
     1 womb
     1 hollowing
     1 flaccid
     1 tremor
     1 twenty-foot
     1 wail
     1 trap
     1 obeyed
     1 degrading
     1 sped
     1 voyage
     1 venusians
     1 furnishings
     1 sanding
     1 ivory
     1 trophies
     1 suns
     1 formal
     1 neanderthal
     1 try
     1 lose
     1 spoken
     1 surrounded
     1 enemy
     1 snap
     1 tossing
     1 stepping
     1 statement
     1 secretly
     1 cupped
     1 weather
     1 flare
     1 exhibit
     1 wept
     1 supposed
     1 tough-stemmed
     1 closer
     1 snarled
     1 glance
     1 flowing
     1 section
     1 size
     1 slopes
     1 orgy
     1 delirium
     1 atavism
     1 roundness
     1 modern
     1 pathetic
     1 safety
     1 troubles
     1 roars
     1 scaled
     1 quarreled
     1 hair-trigger
     1 lacing
     1 mouse
     1 blasts
     1 stomach
     1 weaving
     1 times
     1 nearer
     1 checked
     1 deaf
     1 privilege
     1 noises
     1 decay
     1 yelled
     1 clambered
     1 ecstasy
     1 resolute
     1 belonged
     1 doorways
     1 damnably
     1 glinting
     1 bay
     1 curves
     1 soured
     1 mentally
     1 tramps
     1 cackling
     1 everyone
     1 rustle
     1 tables
     1 needle-sharp
     1 won't
     1 trouble
     1 lift
     1 local
     1 sensed
     1 growl
     1 sloped
     1 finish
     1 standpoint
     1 robe
     1 precious
     1 yours
     1 obstacle
     1 cracks
     1 fateful
     1 wad
     1 tightly
     1 slabs
     1 thigh
     1 flash
     1 evening
     1 building
     1 bounds
     1 lowest
     1 playground
     1 recognize
     1 ochre
     1 pulse
     1 spectators
     1 bearing
     1 obvious
     1 poison
     1 flames
     1 torch
     1 secrets
     1 skirted
     1 port
     1 sincerity
     1 laws
     1 tides
     1 icy
     1 unarmed
     1 rushing
     1 offered
     1 e
     1 male
     1 lest
     1 bridged
     1 alcove
     1 embryo
     1 conspicuous
     1 abruptly
     1 couch
     1 chorus
     1 adapted
     1 forgetting
     1 wallowing
     1 brittle
     1 snake-house
     1 sentries
     1 edges
     1 self
     1 threat
     1 amused
     1 downward
     1 soaring
     1 usual
     1 hope
     1 kilts
     1 exist
     1 half-ruined
     1 fang
     1 flexing
     1 crippling
     1 mingled
     1 poised
     1 obnoxious
     1 creepers
     1 sward
     1 insult
     1 undergo
     1 entire
     1 erased
     1 dream
     1 near
     1 moanings
     1 facade
     1 woke
     1 conceal
     1 perished
     1 swimming
     1 god
     1 orange
     1 church
     1 lips
     1 turning
     1 resplendent
     1 walpurgis
     1 freed
     1 snapping
     1 cushions
     1 wrong
     1 hoarsely
     1 dreaming
     1 quick
     1 large-eyed
     1 patient
     1 ripped
     1 ropes
     1 carrion
     1 revulsion
     1 climb
     1 gash
     1 uppermost
     1 gulf
     1 swept
     1 wasn't
     1 lashes
     1 grasped
     1 seldom
     1 score
     1 efficiently
     1 length
     1 dialect
     1 poured
     1 containing
     1 iron
     1 agony
     1 effeminate
     1 kicked
     1 letters
     1 pleasantries
     1 bare-handed
     1 withdrawn
     1 reflexes
     1 typically
     1 goes
     1 notice
     1 group
     1 motion
     1 kree
     1 origin
     1 blossomed
     1 x
     1 patience
     1 classified
     1 walled
     1 violence
     1 blend
     1 tide
     1 ankle
     1 copy
     1 dusky
     1 gleamed
     1 mouthing
     1 stumbled
     1 crossing
     1 herself
     1 strand
     1 telling
     1 onto
     1 maid
     1 lithe
     1 steep
     1 curved
     1 characters
     1 screamed
     1 earthlings
     1 jutted
     1 leaning
     1 mirth
     1 sprig
     1 stricken
     1 suck
     1 antique
     1 floors
     1 hiss
     1 beat
     1 pillars
     1 freighters
     1 tender
     1 flicker
     1 premonition
     1 pallid
     1 tilted
     1 intent
     1 marks
     1 irrelevant
     1 immensity
     1 antiques
     1 blinded
     1 facets
     1 abated
     1 priesthood
     1 denser
     1 most
     1 doe-like
     1 passenger
     1 reeling
     1 shapes
     1 molested
     1 there's
     1 gravitation
     1 sorts
     1 chimed
     1 watchful
     1 bandits
     1 means
     1 blind
     1 mother's
     1 master
     1 ranks
     1 casually
     1 decided
     1 fixed
     1 identity
     1 she-devil
     1 highbred
     1 unpretentiousness
     1 venus
     1 spreading
     1 pivoted
     1 hanging
     1 shimmering
     1 younger
     1 ragged
     1 cat
     1 unendurable
     1 regarded
     1 blaze
     1 clothes
     1 everlasting
     1 society
     1 cautious
     1 forced
     1 missing
     1 heady
     1 begin
     1 refuges
     1 keen
     1 sighed
     1 steady
     1 bowl-shaped
     1 guests
     1 double-banked
     1 stamped
     1 salt
     1 apelike
     1 gateway
     1 saving
     1 influential
     1 chain-smoked
     1 sigh
     1 jaw
     1 vagrant
     1 pursued
     1 mane
     1 females
     1 slit
     1 scourging
     1 gun
     1 gaudy
     1 waver
     1 visibility
     1 ship
     1 sit
     1 questioning
     1 forest
     1 slashing
     1 fill
     1 joys
     1 headquarters
     1 slippery
     1 pool
     1 irresistible
     1 brighter
     1 fanaticism
     1 skirt
     1 whimper
     1 praying
     1 trimmed
     1 respectable
     1 effortless
     1 ribs
     1 lain
     1 examined
     1 gagged
     1 rites
     1 wrists
     1 regard
     1 battle
     1 flickering
     1 summoned
     1 priestess
     1 scale
     1 bared
     1 receding
     1 spike
     1 interludes
     1 receive
     1 tension
     1 blade
     1 expend
     1 heiress
     1 rise
     1 caused
     1 bother
     1 tensely
     1 islands
     1 ruined
     1 arguments
     1 architecture
     1 sap
     1 kingdoms
     1 chieftains
     1 fibers
     1 greater
     1 fun
     1 bottoms
     1 sanskrit
     1 patch
     1 fingertips
     1 soulless
     1 handsome
     1 cracking
     1 jewelry
     1 wetness
     1 accustomed
     1 coiled
     1 moonset
     1 earthmen
     1 dying
     1 happier
     1 darting
     1 corners
     1 days
     1 rudimentary
     1 mattered
     1 nameless
     1 clothing
     1 queen
     1 corpse
     1 threading
     1 masks
     1 hurls
     1 star
     1 clouds
     1 urging
     1 lot
     1 oldest
     1 stages
     1 energies
     1 softened
     1 whisper
     1 spent
     1 fading
     1 drugged
     1 magic
     1 styles
     1 abhorred
     1 silvery
     1 apartment
     1 guarded
     1 lapping
     1 metamorphosis
     1 tessellated
     1 consciousness
     1 stubbornly
     1 wanton
     1 stumbling
     1 matters
     1 choked
     1 lights
     1 elbows
     1 staying
     1 claw
     1 ornament
     1 type
     1 worked
     1 ended
     1 uselessness
     1 faced
     1 front
     1 epochs
     1 amount
     1 destination
     1 marked
     1 gardens
     1 mercury's
     1 grovel
     1 fine
     1 products
     1 hunted
     1 waking
     1 deafened
     1 thighs
     1 awareness
     1 passion
     1 whimpers
     1 person
     1 instinctive
     1 line
     1 childish
     1 shout
     1 stunned
     1 enmity
     1 barbaric
     1 vhia
     1 thankfully
     1 process
     1 mellow
     1 knowing
     1 sickly
     1 coolly
     1 atomic
     1 swiftly
     1 interloper
     1 nimbus
     1 wrapped
     1 thundering
     1 unless
     1 spun
     1 portion
     1 fingers
     1 nakedness
     1 lightly
     1 psychologically
     1 attackers
     1 blades
     1 wreck
     1 waters
     1 steel
     1 extended
     1 comings
     1 super-modern
     1 accelerated
     1 tinkers
     1 honey
     1 lounges
     1 breathed
     1 blazing
     1 beast-jewel
     1 faintest
     1 pity
     1 satisfied
     1 murals
     1 emotional
     1 heaps
     1 pick
     1 morning
     1 waterways
     1 mail
     1 healed
     1 roots
     1 crumbling
     1 complexities
     1 odd
     1 closing
     1 batter
     1 jangling
     1 litany
     1 tic
     1 tightened
     1 stand
     1 risk
     1 stealthily
     1 rank
     1 careening
     1 agitated
     1 visit
     1 warmed
     1 fires
     1 bred
     1 hesitantly
     1 veil
     1 lounge
     1 hymn
     1 ringing
     1 fiery
     1 games
     1 beads
     1 pole
     1 sensation
     1 varied
     1 clump
     1 thick
     1 ferns
     1 thoughts
     1 please
     1 butts
     1 destructive
     1 deepened
     1 pearls
     1 spear-points
     1 knuckle-dusters
     1 lazy
     1 sense
     1 reek
     1 lope
     1 force
     1 destroys
     1 steadied
     1 become
     1 history
     1 martian's
     1 inclined
     1 careful
     1 several
     1 rest
     1 possessive
     1 flinch
     1 driver
     1 mouthed
     1 legs
     1 challenging
     1 spear-butt
     1 vicious
     1 second
     1 dazzled
     1 thrashed
     1 terror
     1 landing
     1 knife-blade
     1 ways
     1 feeling
     1 sadness
     1 swayed
     1 deny
     1 dumb
     1 matchsticks
     1 johnny's
     1 reeled
     1 honesty
     1 pier
     1 tough
     1 prowled
     1 wounds
     1 menacing
     1 testing
     1 transparent
     1 thieves'
     1 carnage
     1 tonight
     1 heel
     1 thickened
     1 infection
     1 hot-eyed
     1 sniffing
     1 i'd
     1 epitome
     1 handle
     1 dress
     1 alike
     1 bringing
     1 demand
     1 curtains
     1 cries
     1 fantastic
     1 drift
     1 amoeba
     1 intricately
     1 satisfaction
     1 pricked
     1 quantity
     1 tunics
     1 guided
     1 tips
     1 reflect
     1 weariness
     1 brushing
     1 cloth
     1 guns
     1 nails
     1 splendor
     1 changes
     1 hundred-thousand
     1 rich
     1 hour
     1 securely
     1 sent
     1 born
     1 clouding
     1 eternity
     1 jangled
     1 summons
     1 spread
     1 numbered
     1 amazement
     1 nostrils
     1 coronation
     1 savage
     1 urge
     1 centered
     1 lunged
     1 am
     1 patiently
     1 half-blind
     1 bathe
     1 reflected
     1 path
     1 costume
     1 darkly
     1 projectors
     1 ivory-tinted
     1 westering
     1 darted
     1 upper
     1 everyone's
     1 sharpness
     1 reclined
     1 unearthly
     1 glad
     1 tone
     1 freedom
     1 grinning
     1 ready
     1 slanted
     1 quarter-mile
     1 stony
     1 tribal
     1 echoes
     1 tiny
     1 someday
     1 scoured
     1 fleeing
     1 treacherous
     1 robbed
     1 gaping
     1 shy
     1 corner
     1 slightly
     1 guy
     1 conquerors
     1 limp
     1 anatomy
     1 decency
     1 straw
     1 explore
     1 quickly
     1 melting
     1 otherwise
     1 reveal
     1 glands
     1 scratched
     1 useless
     1 daylight
     1 scrambling
     1 change
     1 springs
     1 devotees
     1 glowed
     1 sunken
     1 egg
     1 shouldn't
     1 drank
     1 exposed
     1 staring
     1 gripped
     1 pictured
     1 crystalline
     1 unmoving
     1 torn
     1 clear
     1 grips
     1 pleasantness
     1 articulate
     1 occasions
     1 quartzite
     1 proudly
     1 garb
     1 inhibitions
     1 translated
     1 purpose
     1 scattered
     1 headed
     1 iv
     1 mantle
     1 dome
     1 draw
     1 driving
     1 chord
     1 sang
     1 deep-space
     1 five
     1 confusion
     1 senses
     1 anthropologist
     1 whispers
     1 courteous
     1 liar
     1 neuro-psychic
     1 occupying
     1 completely
     1 paradises
     1 spaceways
     1 millions
     1 concealment
     1 sleeping
     1 courtesy
     1 nursing
     1 oppressed
     1 sin
     1 burn
     1 invading
     1 momentarily
     1 emotions
     1 cat-scream
     1 defiance
     1 kisses
     1 loss
     1 remain
     1 stupid
     1 upset
     1 remained
     1 slithered
     1 covert
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  749 the
     538 and
     452 i
     373 of
     251 a
     223 to
     202 was
     181 that
     161 in
     151 it
     124 me
     122 not
     118 were
     108 they
     104 there
     103 had
     94 he
     88 with
     80 on
     78 you
     78 but
     69 have
     68 my
     66 we
     66 shandakor
     64 as
     61 is
     60 from
     59 she
     59 her
     58 at
     58 said
     56 all
     56 them
     53 for
     52 his
     49 did
     47 no
     45 him
     45 could
     44 their
     43 up
     43 then
     41 what
     41 would
     39 out
     37 human
     37 men
     37 are
     36 be
     35 one
     33 only
     33 duani
     32 so
     31 city
     31 long
     30 an
     29 went
     28 how
     28 very
     27 rhul
     27 came
     27 into
     26 will
     26 by
     25 some
     25 or
     25 who
     25 know
     24 place
     24 still
     23 go
     23 back
     23 if
     23 man
     23 down
     23 water
     22 time
     22 looked
     22 people
     22 streets
     22 corin
     21 away
     21 when
     21 saw
     21 this
     21 eyes
     20 where
     20 here
     20 again
     19 more
     19 way
     19 now
     19 made
     19 before
     18 gone
     18 us
     18 little
     17 like
     17 about
     17 see
     17 mars
     17 why
     17 women
     17 around
     16 any
     16 sound
     16 race
     16 do
     16 through
     16 many
     16 than
     16 over
     16 old
     16 between
     16 been
     15 seen
     15 thought
     15 asked
     15 never
     15 globe
     15 things
     14 don't
     14 turned
     14 our
     14 reason
     14 told
     14 think
     14 light
     14 head
     13 can
     13 knew
     13 face
     13 because
     13 die
     13 alone
     13 its
     13 great
     13 last
     13 world
     12 under
     12 left
     12 come
     12 stranger
     12 moved
     12 own
     12 hands
     12 must
     12 didn't
     12 these
     12 dark
     12 against
     12 nothing
     12 earth
     12 across
     12 tell
     11 even
     11 those
     11 walls
     11 silence
     11 let
     11 want
     11 after
     11 much
     11 other
     11 got
     11 others
     11 looking
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     2 laughing
     2 intense
     2 shift
     2 weapon
     2 northern
     2 hurt
     2 entered
     2 hung
     2 culture
     2 vanish
     2 leads
     2 number
     2 creatures
     2 admit
     2 animals
     2 makes
     2 non-humans
     2 fame
     2 peaks
     2 pain
     2 glowing
     2 falling
     2 chamber
     2 cisterns
     2 twice
     2 wouldn't
     2 cry
     2 apart
     2 bottle
     2 useful
     2 throat
     2 rare
     2 curls
     2 nodded
     2 stay
     2 sudden
     2 gliding
     2 mighty
     2 photons
     2 crags
     2 directly
     2 cloaked
     2 pace
     2 lords
     2 peopled
     2 non-human
     2 word
     2 everything
     2 slipped
     2 countless
     2 threw
     2 business
     2 girl
     2 porcelain
     2 stirred
     2 sad
     2 silver-crested
     2 weary
     2 somber
     2 nowhere
     2 care
     2 beside
     2 study
     2 arm
     2 mouth
     2 girls
     2 happened
     2 answer
     2 civilization
     2 aside
     2 movement
     2 large
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     1 curtains
     1 deeply
     1 dominated
     1 folds
     1 needing
     1 midst
     1 wiser
     1 civil
     1 cars
     1 intrude
     1 sun
     1 snare
     1 probed
     1 trickle
     1 splendor
     1 furred
     1 evolution
     1 orders
     1 spread
     1 chain
     1 seeming
     1 sternly
     1 stripped
     1 cupful
     1 catching
     1 gesture
     1 silk
     1 paces
     1 pattern
     1 fully
     1 day
     1 imminence
     1 scientist
     1 able
     1 companies
     1 prosaic
     1 pin
     1 always
     1 glad
     1 properties
     1 scanning
     1 grinning
     1 apparently
     1 justice
     1 pools
     1 store
     1 enchantments
     1 tribal
     1 tiny
     1 altogether
     1 attended
     1 level
     1 covered
     1 robbed
     1 embrasures
     1 studded
     1 half-forgotten
     1 drylands
     1 stopping
     1 glittered
     1 glitter
     1 spears
     1 laboring
     1 challenge
     1 sword
     1 otherwise
     1 time-eaten
     1 marches
     1 served
     1 anywhere
     1 shall
     1 mounted
     1 defile
     1 glowed
     1 expecting
     1 tradition
     1 westward
     1 micron
     1 shaking
     1 kitten's
     1 lungs
     1 crystalline
     1 pure
     1 torn
     1 proudly
     1 turns
     1 stepped
     1 trumpets
     1 wore
     1 present
     1 virgins
     1 iv
     1 gradually
     1 ethnology
     1 quiet
     1 five
     1 discovering
     1 anthropologist
     1 gently
     1 projected
     1 whispers
     1 core
     1 clung
     1 optics
     1 extremely
     1 sunset
     1 courteous
     1 jesting
     1 browner
     1 wallow
     1 acid
     1 paid
     1 serais
     1 gleaming
     1 chiming
     1 dimmed
     1 sides
     1 delight
     1 thirst
     1 granted
     1 sadly
     1 mark
     1 brown
     1 metals
     1 touching
     1 remain
     1 stupid
     1 railing
     1 meaty
     1 frowned
     1 destroy
     1 picture
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  908 the
     521 and
     317 of
     272 to
     254 he
     252 a
     187 in
     184 was
     172 carey
     167 that
     153 it
     124 had
     113 they
     99 with
     98 said
     94 were
     92 derech
     87 on
     86 but
     86 i
     84 them
     83 not
     81 you
     77 his
     75 him
     74 there
     74 for
     72 as
     68 have
     63 we
     60 at
     55 from
     54 be
     52 now
     49 their
     48 would
     48 wales
     45 out
     44 then
     43 arrin
     43 could
     43 is
     42 by
     41 up
     40 long
     39 men
     39 her
     38 where
     38 time
     36 all
     36 been
     35 if
     34 so
     33 did
     33 like
     33 about
     33 do
     33 what
     33 into
     33 are
     33 one
     32 water
     32 she
     31 an
     31 or
     31 this
     29 when
     28 only
     28 me
     27 go
     27 through
     26 come
     26 some
     26 went
     26 know
     25 can
     25 away
     25 down
     25 here
     24 will
     24 who
     24 our
     24 why
     23 no
     23 people
     22 man
     22 still
     21 more
     21 wind
     21 came
     21 flier
     21 sinharat
     21 canal
     20 knew
     20 see
     20 us
     20 made
     20 woodthorpe
     19 back
     19 left
     19 city
     19 my
     19 way
     19 desert
     19 again
     18 voice
     18 well
     18 too
     18 very
     18 across
     17 any
     17 let
     17 thought
     17 ax
     17 saw
     17 going
     17 than
     16 your
     16 how
     16 low
     16 barge
     16 around
     15 moved
     15 want
     15 its
     15 barrakesh
     15 other
     15 though
     14 good
     14 carey's
     14 because
     14 get
     14 ramas
     14 great
     14 far
     14 over
     14 deck
     14 two
     13 even
     13 don't
     13 sand
     13 sky
     13 beside
     13 these
     13 enough
     13 along
     13 little
     13 coral
     13 told
     13 first
     12 without
     12 toward
     12 shunni
     12 looked
     12 asked
     12 began
     12 before
     11 hear
     11 stood
     11 animals
     11 perhaps
     11 place
     11 off
     11 never
     11 new
     11 against
     11 nothing
     11 old
     11 once
     11 years
     11 room
     10 wait
     10 gone
     10 understand
     10 under
     10 heard
     10 has
     10 i'll
     10 martian
     10 must
     10 martians
     10 sea
     10 dark
     10 mars
     10 most
     10 much
     10 cliffs
     10 took
     10 might
     10 day
     10 head
     9 both
     9 behind
     9 dr
     9 right
     9 he's
     9 they're
     9 you're
     9 help
     9 should
     9 face
     9 while
     9 just
     9 after
     9 look
     9 wall
     9 showed
     9 think
     9 three
     9 light
     9 between
     9 dust
     9 clear
     9 high
     8 i'm
     8 something
     8 city-states
     8 being
     8 life
     8 cold
     8 became
     8 won't
     8 stone
     8 rather
     8 another
     8 beasts
     8 days
     8 above
     8 few
     8 remembered
     8 others
     8 women
     8 which
     8 take
     8 door
     7 warriors
     7 gave
     7 almost
     7 earthman
     7 mr
     7 make
     7 ahead
     7 broken
     7 land
     7 rama
     7 getting
     7 whether
     7 howard
     7 hold
     7 space
     7 lost
     7 track
     7 reached
     7 small
     7 riders
     7 night
     7 rehabilitation
     7 side
     7 better
     7 saying
     7 sleep
     7 streets
     7 worn
     7 many
     7 alone
     7 later
     7 kept
     7 last
     7 hard
     7 got
     7 coming
     7 ancient
     7 drylanders
     7 outside
     7 war
     7 marble
     7 eyes
     7 we're
     7 tell
     6 project
     6 square
     6 yellow
     6 they'll
     6 valkis
     6 wine
     6 watching
     6 passed
     6 towers
     6 records
     6 fields
     6 seen
     6 kilt
     6 wanted
     6 dryland
     6 give
     6 sound
     6 you'll
     6 wouldn't
     6 turned
     6 until
     6 sunlight
     6 cloak
     6 ago
     6 dead
     6 own
     6 wells
     6 rock
     6 cabin
     6 it's
     6 find
     6 among
     6 thousand
     6 led
     6 used
     6 wild
     6 derech's
     6 die
     6 say
     6 possible
     6 smiled
     6 crew
     6 suddenly
     6 cruel
     6 dry
     6 yet
     6 appeared
     6 drylands
     6 longer
     6 quickly
     6 looking
     5 taken
     5 ran
     5 voices
     5 tall
     5 committee
     5 reef
     5 seemed
     5 sharp
     5 stay
     5 power
     5 beginning
     5 spoke
     5 lived
     5 jekkara
     5 hands
     5 built
     5 thinking
     5 half
     5 stopped
     5 you've
     5 put
     5 kill
     5 himself
     5 watched
     5 perfectly
     5 broad
     5 laughed
     5 killed
     5 times
     5 keep
     5 cities
     5 beyond
     5 soon
     5 ten
     5 filled
     5 softly
     5 lights
     5 ended
     5 things
     5 rest
     5 work
     5 caravan
     5 feeling
     5 able
     5 covered
     5 empty
     5 shook
     5 wore
     5 name
     5 taboo
     4 death
     4 rose
     4 that's
     4 sight
     4 chiefs
     4 foot
     4 bare
     4 move
     4 buildings
     4 end
     4 beautiful
     4 sure
     4 child
     4 whole
     4 forward
     4 hoped
     4 island
     4 thousands
     4 least
     4 crowd
     4 except
     4 shun
     4 murder
     4 walls
     4 may
     4 human
     4 you'd
     4 lay
     4 shrugged
     4 shouted
     4 business
     4 wondered
     4 below
     4 upward
     4 care
     4 burned
     4 silence
     4 stairway
     4 quite
     4 tight
     4 same
     4 broke
     4 alive
     4 doesn't
     4 held
     4 try
     4 walked
     4 can't
     4 bitter
     4 listen
     4 kahora
     4 trouble
     4 hope
     4 man's
     4 someone
     4 anyone
     4 quietly
     4 torchlight
     4 themselves
     4 shimmering
     4 else
     4 hiding
     4 settled
     4 course
     4 soft
     4 smooth
     4 presently
     4 moonlight
     4 waited
     4 slowly
     4 fallen
     4 bother
     4 closed
     4 bunk
     4 use
     4 trying
     4 forget
     4 worked
     4 naked
     4 line
     4 house
     4 need
     4 working
     4 forbidden
     4 caught
     4 stand
     4 canallers
     4 primitive
     4 several
     4 warm
     4 i'd
     4 deep
     4 bags
     4 lives
     4 ever
     4 glad
     4 ready
     4 tribal
     4 someday
     4 spears
     4 couldn't
     4 change
     4 found
     4 lagoon
     4 lovely
     4 five
     4 town
     4 anything
     4 thirst
     4 live
     3 breath
     3 knowledge
     3 set
     3 tribesman
     3 lashings
     3 pot
     3 four
     3 hair
     3 leading
     3 act
     3 metal
     3 law
     3 shadows
     3 kind
     3 welcome
     3 lamplight
     3 sounds
     3 part
     3 sometimes
     3 rode
     3 arrin's
     3 died
     3 slept
     3 playing
     3 resources
     3 bells
     3 followed
     3 vanished
     3 remember
     3 population
     3 cut
     3 evil
     3 north
     3 minutes
     3 range
     3 spool
     3 fight
     3 top
     3 answered
     3 doors
     3 houses
     3 countless
     3 speaking
     3 itself
     3 black
     3 drink
     3 he'll
     3 easily
     3 ships
     3 oh
     3 feet
     3 slow
     3 mouth
     3 together
     3 foolish
     3 torches
     3 large
     3 hearing
     3 close
     3 block
     3 shadow
     3 blood
     3 sat
     3 worlds
     3 guilty
     3 given
     3 passage
     3 attack
     3 ever-living
     3 body
     3 clearly
     3 myself
     3 walking
     3 done
     3 spear
     3 steps
     3 story
     3 finally
     3 peace
     3 either
     3 street
     3 chance
     3 dealing
     3 brought
     3 thing
     3 dropped
     3 trust
     3 vast
     3 shut
     3 furs
     3 rolled
     3 simple
     3 talking
     3 basin
     3 wearing
     3 sitting
     3 climb
     3 they'd
     3 wasn't
     3 bodies
     3 poured
     3 turn
     3 dusty
     3 crouched
     3 technology
     3 narrow
     3 stop
     3 storm
     3 shapes
     3 advanced
     3 making
     3 cargo
     3 needs
     3 steady
     3 i've
     3 bronze
     3 harbors
     3 blurred
     3 united
     3 sit
     3 laid
     3 world
     3 trade
     3 air
     3 road
     3 possibly
     3 aboard
     3 camp
     3 catch
     3 afraid
     3 dying
     3 shovel
     3 search
     3 thin
     3 matters
     3 smiling
     3 watch
     3 towns
     3 drylander
     3 does
     3 cup
     3 young
     3 difficult
     3 wrapped
     3 unless
     3 anyway
     3 whispered
     3 open
     3 listening
     3 odd
     3 system
     3 heat
     3 sooner
     3 case
     3 places
     3 haze
     3 maybe
     3 understood
     3 thick
     3 added
     3 careful
     3 shivered
     3 feel
     3 guards
     3 second
     3 army
     3 trampled
     3 each
     3 wish
     3 full
     3 panic
     3 pontoons
     3 sun
     3 vision
     3 hour
     3 friends
     3 faces
     3 always
     3 tiny
     3 thirty
     3 centuries
     3 sort
     3 drank
     3 city-state
     3 bales
     3 helped
     3 short
     3 party
     2 gray
     2 survivors
     2 ocher
     2 huts
     2 show
     2 supply
     2 already
     2 carvings
     2 chairman
     2 met
     2 white
     2 parties
     2 perfect
     2 hot
     2 age
     2 replaced
     2 knife
     2 doorway
     2 fire
     2 graceful
     2 shafts
     2 surprised
     2 shelter
     2 damn
     2 fast
     2 those
     2 towering
     2 picked
     2 trail
     2 fortunate
     2 follow
     2 woman
     2 order
     2 victims
     2 comfort
     2 send
     2 wide
     2 lying
     2 shiver
     2 crept
     2 money
     2 cap
     2 sake
     2 curious
     2 hoping
     2 frescoes
     2 mountains
     2 village
     2 neither
     2 hosts
     2 knows
     2 stayed
     2 armed
     2 penalties
     2 roll
     2 less
     2 feeble
     2 twelve
     2 leather
     2 big
     2 liquor
     2 glass
     2 music
     2 strings
     2 barely
     2 struck
     2 somebody
     2 laughing
     2 uneasily
     2 muttered
     2 stir
     2 culture
     2 holes
     2 warmth
     2 polished
     2 sources
     2 sharply
     2 meant
     2 straight
     2 abandoned
     2 outlanders
     2 different
     2 blocks
     2 crying
     2 walk
     2 trader
     2 wrecked
     2 vault
     2 question
     2 makes
     2 dived
     2 exhaustion
     2 flattered
     2 join
     2 uw
     2 gentle
     2 tombs
     2 orderly
     2 cry
     2 guarding
     2 politely
     2 desperate
     2 wicked
     2 distant
     2 murders
     2 chin
     2 nodded
     2 planets
     2 sudden
     2 gliding
     2 learned
     2 charges
     2 nature
     2 certain
     2 pace
     2 hide
     2 quays
     2 cosmopolitan
     2 waiting
     2 settlement
     2 word
     2 curled
     2 knee
     2 fled
     2 center
     2 girl
     2 frowning
     2 warned
     2 jewel
     2 talk
     2 ears
     2 tapes
     2 wished
     2 staggering
     2 weak
     2 weary
     2 bag
     2 cooking
     2 southward
     2 every
     2 silver
     2 mistake
     2 lean
     2 hound
     2 chill
     2 happened
     2 kesh
     2 aside
     2 channel
     2 movement
     2 bones
     2 generations
     2 council
     2 heart
     2 guarantee
     2 heaven
     2 fall
     2 forever
     2 canals
     2 outer
     2 brief
     2 year
     2 we've
     2 sprawled
     2 future
     2 mounts
     2 overhead
     2 stars
     2 litter
     2 unscholarly
     2 food
     2 alarm
     2 caravans
     2 slid
     2 bolted
     2 ax-blade
     2 breathe
     2 furiously
     2 suppose
     2 single
     2 faded
     2 bent
     2 pulled
     2 swung
     2 fourth
     2 didn't
     2 tongue
     2 alan
     2 somewhat
     2 rubbing
     2 bank
     2 bored
     2 friend
     2 shoulder
     2 blew
     2 desolation
     2 believe
     2 moving
     2 gloom
     2 yes
     2 called
     2 rotors
     2 cried
     2 point
     2 trap
     2 pull
     2 briefly
     2 game
     2 plant
     2 drove
     2 ate
     2 closer
     2 kings
     2 thereof
     2 shutter
     2 carry
     2 treasure
     2 works
     2 crossed
     2 ridge
     2 bothered
     2 yelled
     2 doorways
     2 kharif
     2 claustrophobic
     2 matter
     2 local
     2 really
     2 ear
     2 finish
     2 fire-pit
     2 green
     2 choosing
     2 real
     2 flames
     2 torch
     2 drifted
     2 wasting
     2 bottom
     2 save
     2 severely
     2 dawn
     2 whispering
     2 northward
     2 near
     2 distilling
     2 lips
     2 quick
     2 riding
     2 primitives
     2 wales'
     2 neck
     2 traditional
     2 effort
     2 tide
     2 intend
     2 scream
     2 wave
     2 hissing
     2 moons
     2 onto
     2 entirely
     2 flung
     2 impatience
     2 generally
     2 tilted
     2 sweet
     2 there's
     2 flight
     2 upon
     2 gates
     2 strong
     2 probably
     2 ladder
     2 hull
     2 harness
     2 next
     2 frightened
     2 flying
     2 hanging
     2 grew
     2 middle
     2 younger
     2 ragged
     2 inside
     2 saving
     2 hundred
     2 wars
     2 boys
     2 friendly
     2 halted
     2 row
     2 strange
     2 hurry
     2 best
     2 collect
     2 fear
     2 lake
     2 edge
     2 yard
     2 angry
     2 earthmen
     2 watering
     2 muffled
     2 clothing
     2 corpse
     2 pointed
     2 fool
     2 spent
     2 rail
     2 taste
     2 planet
     2 grinned
     2 gives
     2 play
     2 cracked
     2 price
     2 lucky
     2 pouring
     2 passion
     2 known
     2 hell
     2 ankles
     2 impossibly
     2 earth
     2 immortality
     2 claim
     2 red
     2 blankets
     2 darkness
     2 pumps
     2 waving
     2 faint
     2 steel
     2 crops
     2 paused
     2 pack
     2 phobos
     2 southbound
     2 morning
     2 blue
     2 moment
     2 grimly
     2 crack
     2 marah
     2 east
     2 stared
     2 crawled
     2 hadn't
     2 achieved
     2 run
     2 please
     2 opened
     2 home
     2 memory
     2 become
     2 girdle
     2 started
     2 love
     2 landing
     2 miles
     2 smile
     2 trees
     2 huddled
     2 equipment
     2 till
     2 cries
     2 famine
     2 often
     2 weariness
     2 bright
     2 felt
     2 loose
     2 superiors
     2 spread
     2 stripped
     2 atone
     2 am
     2 reed
     2 since
     2 gods
     2 pleasantly
     2 suffered
     2 spare
     2 level
     2 nor
     2 archaeological
     2 laboring
     2 otherwise
     2 rushed
     2 hand
     2 shaking
     2 staring
     2 inevitable
     2 knives
     2 archives
     2 heavy
     2 landed
     2 tried
     2 gradually
     2 gently
     2 parochial
     2 touching
     2 frowned
     1 load
     1 guest-bench
     1 sculptured
     1 counted
     1 experts
     1 carefully-hoarded
     1 clinging
     1 settling
     1 haste
     1 crest
     1 smells
     1 surfaces
     1 appropriate
     1 invited
     1 protection
     1 stair
     1 obliterated
     1 earth-made
     1 education
     1 sweating
     1 separating
     1 knots
     1 planetary
     1 dams
     1 gleams
     1 fresh
     1 gather
     1 rocks
     1 stirring
     1 roared
     1 vent-hole
     1 surprise
     1 thanked
     1 immortal
     1 danger
     1 exchange
     1 deimos
     1 plantations
     1 vernacular
     1 deal
     1 owner
     1 beautifully
     1 meantime
     1 pedestal
     1 wonder
     1 referred
     1 unwatched
     1 dared
     1 wearied
     1 dragged
     1 lid
     1 driven
     1 vices
     1 dug
     1 toiled
     1 gale
     1 relief
     1 wet
     1 twisted
     1 millennia
     1 marching
     1 tumbled
     1 tree
     1 third
     1 skirling
     1 cocked
     1 adorned
     1 unbelievable
     1 bad
     1 pulling
     1 sea-birds
     1 he'd
     1 mortar
     1 incidentally
     1 enter
     1 closely
     1 expanded
     1 distorted
     1 results
     1 late
     1 bottles
     1 we'll
     1 blood-debts
     1 half-seen
     1 bosses
     1 conquered
     1 heavy-duty
     1 husband
     1 construction
     1 testify
     1 administrator
     1 hawk
     1 extent
     1 ours
     1 emptied
     1 staggered
     1 individual
     1 tie
     1 melted
     1 tribes
     1 wary
     1 inevitably
     1 blocking
     1 player
     1 destitute
     1 opponent
     1 terran
     1 possessions
     1 fraction
     1 corridors
     1 sun-struck
     1 thrown
     1 stooped
     1 astonished
     1 sheer
     1 technicians
     1 twilight
     1 populations
     1 damned
     1 impounded
     1 original
     1 she'll
     1 ridiculous
     1 bleared
     1 curving
     1 rattle
     1 dredging
     1 wandered
     1 dear
     1 fliers
     1 easterly
     1 pontoon-like
     1 founder
     1 lacked
     1 biting
     1 mouths
     1 determined
     1 moments
     1 rounding
     1 deport
     1 brother
     1 prejudices
     1 angle
     1 rained
     1 superior
     1 ocean
     1 unshaven
     1 jump
     1 splendid
     1 throats
     1 sending
     1 pride
     1 solar
     1 purely
     1 pilot
     1 coasts
     1 shattering
     1 weep
     1 stature
     1 living
     1 strength
     1 endless
     1 rapid
     1 grins
     1 prints
     1 parent
     1 sorry
     1 indistinguishable
     1 fed
     1 buckling
     1 sparking
     1 interested
     1 wondering
     1 fierce-eyed
     1 eternal
     1 underneath
     1 grown
     1 pretty
     1 sturdy
     1 arching
     1 stations
     1 steal
     1 plainly
     1 richness
     1 illegal
     1 bone
     1 goodness
     1 consequences
     1 horribly
     1 demanded
     1 disarmingly
     1 special
     1 ultimately
     1 irrigation
     1 eight
     1 stung
     1 blown
     1 method
     1 deftly
     1 delicate
     1 report
     1 voluntarily
     1 parked
     1 red-gold
     1 tops
     1 promontory
     1 flourishing
     1 fellow-tribesman
     1 dismissal
     1 bargain
     1 forming
     1 sea-kings
     1 regearing
     1 settle
     1 iii
     1 succeeds
     1 oasis
     1 ill
     1 rim
     1 calmly
     1 swollen
     1 broody
     1 good-looking
     1 lookout
     1 crackle
     1 meet
     1 humor
     1 seven
     1 dependent
     1 alloy
     1 concern
     1 thickness
     1 convinced
     1 arguing
     1 deliberate
     1 plenty
     1 livened
     1 archaeologist
     1 viewpoints
     1 silks
     1 fascinating
     1 devil
     1 elfin
     1 embroiled
     1 deserted
     1 circle
     1 value
     1 finding
     1 cast
     1 hit
     1 merely
     1 burning
     1 worry
     1 leaving
     1 tow
     1 discourage
     1 legends
     1 liked
     1 handed
     1 certainly
     1 middle-aged
     1 carefully
     1 arson
     1 bury
     1 flickered
     1 resisted
     1 steeply
     1 dim-lit
     1 irked
     1 blows
     1 exhausted
     1 levels
     1 war-cry
     1 rationed
     1 disappeared
     1 scattering
     1 bending
     1 immortals
     1 anchor
     1 paved
     1 dating
     1 sounded
     1 specific
     1 heavens
     1 worried
     1 fantastically
     1 untouchable
     1 stripping
     1 scratching
     1 occurred
     1 reluctantly
     1 term
     1 hurt
     1 deep-pumping
     1 loud
     1 shocker
     1 view
     1 discovered
     1 hung
     1 manner
     1 loved
     1 gusting
     1 curve
     1 worse
     1 so-called
     1 harbor
     1 driest
     1 halls
     1 decide
     1 indicating
     1 approaching
     1 refuse
     1 sank
     1 plunged
     1 emergency
     1 unique
     1 subdued
     1 executive
     1 chief
     1 impatiently
     1 overwhelming
     1 windows
     1 permission
     1 operations
     1 bridges
     1 forestalling
     1 hurried
     1 incongruous
     1 guest-right
     1 moisture
     1 knock
     1 surely
     1 banner
     1 saviors
     1 winds
     1 admit
     1 also
     1 requisitioned
     1 reaching
     1 stinging
     1 pay
     1 believes
     1 undertaken
     1 furious
     1 papers
     1 stronger
     1 vaulted
     1 fierce
     1 motors
     1 depend
     1 safer
     1 window-places
     1 shape
     1 played
     1 equivalent
     1 dangerous
     1 tombstones
     1 amber
     1 swift
     1 comfortable
     1 falling
     1 forth
     1 chamber
     1 waves
     1 repaid
     1 dock
     1 insulated
     1 omen
     1 wildcat
     1 twice
     1 imperative
     1 southward-moving
     1 tossed
     1 apparent
     1 tamboina
     1 journey
     1 housing
     1 imitation
     1 spiraled
     1 fitting
     1 bottle
     1 curse
     1 alert
     1 throat
     1 gnawed
     1 lined
     1 band
     1 shallow
     1 sister's
     1 files
     1 ditches
     1 scoops
     1 we'd
     1 banks
     1 charge
     1 mars-shattering
     1 rusting
     1 march
     1 microtapes
     1 ice
     1 emerald
     1 primitives'
     1 searching
     1 message
     1 thrash
     1 particularly
     1 cowardice
     1 forebears
     1 sorrier
     1 entrance
     1 ribbon
     1 startled
     1 cat's
     1 anguished
     1 million
     1 desolated
     1 cable
     1 unprocurable
     1 unarchaeological
     1 board
     1 god's
     1 stupor
     1 regretted
     1 setting
     1 thank
     1 upright
     1 authority
     1 situation
     1 others'
     1 eye
     1 chant
     1 perfection
     1 raiding
     1 despair
     1 solemnly
     1 pleasures
     1 canaller
     1 somberly
     1 bade
     1 asking
     1 directly
     1 shrunken
     1 comfortably
     1 flown
     1 banners
     1 blowing
     1 colored
     1 killing
     1 contact
     1 holy
     1 heads
     1 interest
     1 sweeping
     1 peopled
     1 burning-glass
     1 shadowed
     1 whipping
     1 reminding
     1 result
     1 peering
     1 interval
     1 everything
     1 mounded
     1 sadistic
     1 threw
     1 important
     1 hateful
     1 undergoing
     1 misdirected
     1 total
     1 twenty-five
     1 forgive
     1 turmoil
     1 heaped-up
     1 deficit
     1 hollows
     1 honeycomb
     1 hate
     1 sifted
     1 create
     1 wrapping
     1 chosen
     1 sad
     1 chastened
     1 environment
     1 comment
     1 improvised
     1 snow-water
     1 idle
     1 vaults
     1 looted
     1 shoved
     1 cultivation
     1 disappear
     1 ford
     1 comes
     1 arrive
     1 rechanneled
     1 conferred
     1 paving-blocks
     1 warriors'
     1 whatever
     1 coldly
     1 beast
     1 arranged
     1 mooring
     1 padding
     1 suggest
     1 seriousness
     1 coverall
     1 anybody
     1 2038
     1 monotonous
     1 lifting
     1 constantly
     1 soiled
     1 effects
     1 roofless
     1 speculative
     1 shades
     1 nowhere
     1 taller
     1 canal-dwellers
     1 terrible
     1 betray
     1 brass
     1 arrogance
     1 ages
     1 qualifying
     1 proper
     1 sends
     1 perfunctory
     1 earlobe
     1 slip
     1 mass
     1 hinder
     1 tunnels
     1 transitory
     1 dark-haired
     1 changing
     1 normal
     1 claiming
     1 trespasser
     1 esperanto
     1 gear
     1 boredom
     1 evident
     1 cities'
     1 wandering
     1 lawful
     1 answer
     1 distance
     1 slim
     1 civilization
     1 tribesmen
     1 guild
     1 defeat
     1 herds
     1 luxury
     1 v
     1 militant
     1 credit
     1 scanty
     1 measure
     1 repetition
     1 expect
     1 shove
     1 seems
     1 swaying
     1 tortured
     1 cursing
     1 flutes
     1 lead
     1 yell
     1 fitted
     1 forgot
     1 hollow
     1 gabble
     1 footsteps
     1 hell-bent
     1 stories
     1 wheeling
     1 bastards
     1 grind
     1 sprung
     1 sprang
     1 deceitfulness
     1 court
     1 asses
     1 minor
     1 appurtenances
     1 remorse
     1 bars
     1 rediscovered
     1 drawn
     1 darker
     1 grow
     1 minimum
     1 decision
     1 site
     1 idiotically
     1 unobtrusively
     1 jumped
     1 nights
     1 zenith
     1 warning
     1 seeped
     1 vertical
     1 spices
     1 kindness
     1 butchered
     1 undistinguished
     1 coughed
     1 weren't
     1 sweat
     1 numbers
     1 exactly
     1 owe
     1 blond
     1 indeed
     1 rash
     1 bowed
     1 direct
     1 six
     1 approached
     1 thus
     1 waste
     1 earth's
     1 turtle
     1 vampires
     1 occupied
     1 mourning
     1 raised
     1 hearthfires
     1 un-dryland
     1 pitch-darkness
     1 chattering
     1 wearily
     1 roofs
     1 filtered
     1 secret
     1 surf
     1 oceans
     1 motive
     1 urgent
     1 mood
     1 yelling
     1 eastern
     1 children
     1 cleaned
     1 pennons
     1 drew
     1 derisively
     1 contrary
     1 wolfish
     1 bow
     1 reprimand
     1 backbreaking
     1 startling
     1 noon
     1 touch
     1 hitched
     1 completed
     1 actor
     1 within
     1 irrigating
     1 sparse
     1 grains
     1 reddish-yellow
     1 guise
     1 dreams
     1 depends
     1 condition
     1 pale
     1 prefer
     1 trusted
     1 stealers
     1 youth
     1 garden
     1 smaller
     1 says
     1 spite
     1 flourished
     1 they've
     1 spring
     1 wife
     1 raided
     1 drowning
     1 equal
     1 survival
     1 throwing
     1 shouts
     1 swinging
     1 true
     1 unpleasant
     1 considerable
     1 press
     1 beneath
     1 transplanting
     1 fanatically
     1 uneven
     1 furnished
     1 ii
     1 desire
     1 noble
     1 host
     1 quivered
     1 stamping
     1 solid
     1 scornful
     1 nicer
     1 sign
     1 base
     1 averted
     1 shrewdly
     1 spy
     1 hardened
     1 unnatural
     1 hollowing
     1 immense
     1 promising
     1 crowded
     1 plodded
     1 mid-morning
     1 pipes
     1 glow
     1 ever-young
     1 nearly
     1 dazed
     1 tapping
     1 minute
     1 lose
     1 spoken
     1 circled
     1 bands
     1 rubble
     1 cursed
     1 goaded
     1 sunburn
     1 joined
     1 interrupted
     1 flare
     1 artery
     1 clock
     1 cathedral
     1 quoted
     1 glance
     1 leave
     1 meager
     1 slopes
     1 rounded
     1 mingling
     1 balance
     1 lines
     1 safety
     1 gold
     1 retain
     1 burrow-heaps
     1 greener
     1 simply
     1 fumbled
     1 traces
     1 camped
     1 claims
     1 matthew
     1 jerked
     1 peaceful
     1 reproduction
     1 cannot
     1 homeland
     1 blackness
     1 strict
     1 repair
     1 fought
     1 persons
     1 shield
     1 noises
     1 seriously
     1 woodthorpe's
     1 totally
     1 disarmament
     1 calm
     1 lounging
     1 numb
     1 glinting
     1 seeing
     1 loathing
     1 fiercely
     1 farther
     1 giving
     1 everyone
     1 well-meaning
     1 coals
     1 rations
     1 importance
     1 failed
     1 watchers
     1 sloped
     1 whom
     1 sufficient
     1 flushing
     1 hatch
     1 precious
     1 explicit
     1 sandstorm
     1 daze
     1 echoing
     1 climbing
     1 corrupts
     1 kneeling
     1 flash
     1 evening
     1 building
     1 position
     1 holding
     1 hissed
     1 lowest
     1 happy
     1 sipped
     1 nest
     1 serving
     1 burden
     1 lances
     1 country
     1 obvious
     1 fragmentarily
     1 impatient
     1 survey
     1 bring
     1 penetrated
     1 laws
     1 hostility
     1 rock-cut
     1 icy
     1 hopelessly
     1 harps
     1 abruptly
     1 uneasy
     1 pass
     1 stealing
     1 forgetting
     1 fondling
     1 surviving
     1 excitement
     1 existence
     1 doing
     1 huge
     1 loveliness
     1 ourselves
     1 boy
     1 sandstorms
     1 crevice
     1 blur
     1 edges
     1 approach
     1 batteries
     1 self
     1 grateful
     1 too-convincing
     1 chess
     1 downward
     1 smell
     1 exist
     1 transformed
     1 charming
     1 natural
     1 handled
     1 stretching
     1 sinking
     1 crystal
     1 stray
     1 populous
     1 bruised
     1 plastic
     1 blame
     1 erased
     1 deadly
     1 dream
     1 frantically
     1 expected
     1 deep-sunk
     1 polar
     1 assembled
     1 corpse-shadow
     1 perished
     1 orange
     1 activities
     1 turning
     1 affairs
     1 rainbows
     1 wrong
     1 shards
     1 mocking
     1 remaining
     1 dreaming
     1 possibility
     1 noticeable
     1 swept
     1 begun
     1 rustless
     1 emeritus
     1 soaked
     1 stiff
     1 lighthouse
     1 wherein
     1 clearing
     1 efficiently
     1 members
     1 length
     1 whirled
     1 split
     1 roiled
     1 introduced
     1 infuriatingly
     1 amiably
     1 spools
     1 kicked
     1 preferred
     1 gathering
     1 goes
     1 payment
     1 valkisians
     1 forgotten
     1 dropping
     1 roads
     1 reach
     1 dispute
     1 violence
     1 organ-pipes
     1 supplies
     1 borders
     1 neat
     1 fancied
     1 following
     1 etiquette
     1 procession
     1 induction
     1 angles
     1 permitted
     1 reined
     1 regret
     1 stumbled
     1 sheep
     1 putting
     1 herself
     1 planet's
     1 skeletal
     1 telling
     1 lithe
     1 returning
     1 steep
     1 vital
     1 needed
     1 curved
     1 well-stair
     1 briefing
     1 start
     1 actually
     1 changed
     1 ruefully
     1 punishment
     1 antique
     1 floors
     1 enforced
     1 acquired
     1 tender
     1 flicker
     1 intent
     1 marks
     1 disturbed
     1 song
     1 waist
     1 information
     1 chinks
     1 slender
     1 winter
     1 explained
     1 chimed
     1 shifted
     1 questioned
     1 drumming
     1 plunder
     1 pleas
     1 hooked
     1 remotest
     1 weigh
     1 thoroughly
     1 bitterly
     1 palaces
     1 flowering
     1 matches
     1 west
     1 marking
     1 wide-rimmed
     1 cleared
     1 dikes
     1 viciously
     1 registered
     1 flat
     1 rapped
     1 senior
     1 harbored
     1 calamity
     1 fainter
     1 casually
     1 narrowly
     1 meaningless
     1 reefs
     1 fbi
     1 lately
     1 pivoted
     1 cheeks
     1 gloomily
     1 industry
     1 snatched
     1 choose
     1 springing
     1 schedule
     1 shouting
     1 mist
     1 wake
     1 regarded
     1 joining
     1 clothes
     1 cables
     1 occupation
     1 everlasting
     1 tomorrow
     1 token
     1 buttress
     1 likely
     1 peculiar
     1 sighed
     1 positive
     1 rings
     1 braided
     1 double-banked
     1 thumb
     1 brothels
     1 vivid
     1 nerve-ends
     1 escape
     1 salt
     1 ritual
     1 gateway
     1 pregnant
     1 colors
     1 influential
     1 research'
     1 lands
     1 shone
     1 glanced
     1 enemies
     1 hurting
     1 planted
     1 jabbed
     1 capitals
     1 principle
     1 sabotaged
     1 masses
     1 eggshell
     1 teams
     1 nile-bank
     1 honest
     1 haven't
     1 belt-pouch
     1 mad
     1 fill
     1 adjustments
     1 exchanged
     1 potential
     1 plodding
     1 headquarters
     1 tails
     1 none
     1 surfaced
     1 weakness
     1 skirt
     1 richly
     1 rough
     1 traveled
     1 gaze
     1 age-worn
     1 flights
     1 touches
     1 hid
     1 trained
     1 pleasure
     1 wrists
     1 curling
     1 raced
     1 marginal
     1 glare
     1 brilliantly
     1 flickering
     1 sayings
     1 breaking
     1 uncomfortable
     1 required
     1 mastered
     1 anger
     1 shot
     1 rigging
     1 pink
     1 standing
     1 watchfulness
     1 glacial
     1 caused
     1 rise
     1 scrambled
     1 chambers
     1 field
     1 greater
     1 wasteland
     1 rows
     1 guess
     1 fun
     1 topless
     1 fingertips
     1 evaluate
     1 floated
     1 slanting
     1 pained
     1 handsome
     1 interfere
     1 teeth
     1 devoured
     1 scientific
     1 brown-haired
     1 reason
     1 demanding
     1 lightning
     1 corners
     1 stunning
     1 keeps
     1 brazier
     1 swampy
     1 alongside
     1 shrunk
     1 bodily
     1 junior
     1 weighted
     1 conference
     1 mentioned
     1 rises
     1 notion
     1 deference
     1 brass-color
     1 brain
     1 styles
     1 lintel
     1 curiosity
     1 returned
     1 fines
     1 burns
     1 consciousness
     1 fugitive
     1 thinks
     1 terminus
     1 stumbling
     1 rearranged
     1 horde
     1 bit
     1 activity
     1 villages
     1 sulfurous
     1 reckon
     1 withheld
     1 check
     1 hooded
     1 stretch
     1 swam
     1 afternoon
     1 front
     1 amount
     1 nests
     1 earth-shattering
     1 occasionally
     1 beaches
     1 clanking
     1 forcing
     1 fine
     1 hunted
     1 fighting
     1 poor
     1 waking
     1 deafened
     1 undertaking
     1 ornaments
     1 yourself
     1 hated
     1 rage
     1 forgiven
     1 pointing
     1 ceased
     1 investigations
     1 bellies
     1 families
     1 thankful
     1 laugh
     1 tears
     1 atomic
     1 exotic
     1 patted
     1 bee
     1 predatory
     1 thundering
     1 honorable
     1 up-tilted
     1 content
     1 happens
     1 treads
     1 hours
     1 fingers
     1 proconsul
     1 geographical
     1 squares
     1 frozen
     1 probable
     1 greatly
     1 lady
     1 blades
     1 implements
     1 coastline
     1 rising
     1 cramped
     1 waters
     1 unnecessary
     1 relative
     1 dispersed
     1 forty
     1 bundle
     1 shipbuilding
     1 pins
     1 factories
     1 fairly
     1 barred
     1 climbed
     1 kynon
     1 blazing
     1 according
     1 dried-up
     1 arable
     1 helping
     1 canceled
     1 specialized
     1 panting
     1 carrying
     1 emotional
     1 rotten
     1 heaps
     1 main
     1 nerves
     1 pumped
     1 mercy
     1 defiant
     1 crumbling
     1 somewhere
     1 corruption
     1 opening
     1 subject
     1 happening
     1 closing
     1 shifting
     1 tightened
     1 lifted
     1 brains
     1 advisability
     1 inner
     1 accessible
     1 labors
     1 rabbits
     1 eerie
     1 surface
     1 shockers
     1 belts
     1 masquerade
     1 lighter
     1 lounge
     1 battered
     1 animal
     1 hover
     1 extra
     1 yards
     1 games
     1 english
     1 sane
     1 raising
     1 twisting
     1 everybody
     1 self-assured
     1 remains
     1 judged
     1 wickedness
     1 shred
     1 nation
     1 naive
     1 rested
     1 memories
     1 force
     1 clutching
     1 peoples
     1 sooty
     1 assistance
     1 murmuring
     1 record
     1 unhappy
     1 mile
     1 legs
     1 talked
     1 alabaster
     1 terror
     1 hastily
     1 featureless
     1 ways
     1 emerged
     1 buoyed
     1 horror
     1 nearness
     1 count
     1 deny
     1 shaft
     1 structures
     1 craftsmen
     1 tough
     1 finished
     1 hordes
     1 languid
     1 exceptionally
     1 recognized
     1 reversion
     1 hardly
     1 assignment
     1 tainting
     1 remind
     1 imagined
     1 eroded
     1 conscious
     1 reasons
     1 tonight
     1 well-sweeps
     1 happen
     1 irregular
     1 unmercifully
     1 long-handled
     1 knocked
     1 medicines
     1 skin
     1 nets
     1 thickened
     1 gracious
     1 theories
     1 odds
     1 avoid
     1 unexpected
     1 robbing
     1 evading
     1 ledges
     1 sniffing
     1 piping
     1 shocking
     1 handle
     1 necklace
     1 dress
     1 alike
     1 dreadful
     1 demand
     1 deeply
     1 blunt
     1 routed
     1 segment
     1 fantastic
     1 drift
     1 matter-of-fact
     1 ring
     1 suit
     1 hulks
     1 connected
     1 tower
     1 rhetorical
     1 horizon
     1 dockside
     1 guided
     1 weapons
     1 tips
     1 restitution
     1 peninsula
     1 cloth
     1 treading
     1 guns
     1 worship
     1 synthetics
     1 fascinated
     1 changes
     1 areas
     1 believed
     1 free
     1 rich
     1 allow
     1 orders
     1 born
     1 spot
     1 dwindled
     1 cheerful
     1 truth
     1 territory
     1 enable
     1 dismally
     1 collar
     1 silk
     1 taking
     1 patiently
     1 dangling
     1 reflected
     1 sneeze
     1 checking
     1 imagination
     1 style
     1 using
     1 hole
     1 reactions
     1 projectors
     1 dive
     1 sale
     1 upper
     1 wooden
     1 interpol
     1 mounting
     1 dogs
     1 guessing
     1 babbling
     1 easier
     1 stream
     1 thread
     1 skills
     1 sandbar
     1 pastures
     1 erase
     1 altogether
     1 convince
     1 resistant
     1 robbed
     1 notoriously
     1 stranded
     1 knees
     1 many-shaded
     1 holiday
     1 squirmed
     1 craned
     1 slightly
     1 weighed
     1 mother
     1 awaited
     1 stopping
     1 sixteen
     1 rose-pink
     1 remote
     1 jingling
     1 stark
     1 anywhere
     1 cave-mouth
     1 daylight
     1 shall
     1 posted
     1 further
     1 scrambling
     1 mounted
     1 tawny
     1 ought
     1 realize
     1 step
     1 ginger
     1 prideful
     1 marched
     1 realization
     1 dread
     1 color
     1 struggling
     1 instead
     1 exposed
     1 long-muscled
     1 gripped
     1 sufferance
     1 ask
     1 throb
     1 strides
     1 pure
     1 funds
     1 audible
     1 tampered
     1 bad-tempered
     1 scaly-hided
     1 turns
     1 garb
     1 stepped
     1 striated
     1 alleviate
     1 skyward
     1 window
     1 forefront
     1 stroke
     1 sandals
     1 floor
     1 iv
     1 relaxed
     1 dome
     1 upturned
     1 driving
     1 sang
     1 general
     1 crime
     1 temples
     1 quiet
     1 resort
     1 monographs
     1 confusion
     1 sinning
     1 cavernous
     1 fooled
     1 prepared
     1 shadowy
     1 massive
     1 smallest
     1 sunset
     1 translator
     1 stonework
     1 completely
     1 occupying
     1 floats
     1 wakened
     1 serais
     1 millions
     1 wreckage
     1 chiming
     1 sides
     1 shutters
     1 ride
     1 purifications
     1 leaped
     1 brown
     1 swore
     1 metals
     1 cranky
     1 remain
     1 drop
     1 underground
     1 sulky
     1 ghosts
     1 remained
     1 courses
     1 tennis
     1 leap
     1 destroy
     1 picture
     1 scene
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  620 the
     316 of
     312 and
     212 a
     211 he
     190 to
     169 in
     167 his
     141 it
     123 was
     108 brandon
     106 you
     102 that
     90 with
     80 him
     77 i
     73 her
     65 but
     64 said
     63 as
     60 on
     58 tobul
     55 at
     54 from
     53 had
     51 for
     47 is
     46 she
     44 into
     41 there
     38 all
     37 kymra
     36 were
     36 be
     36 out
     35 no
     34 have
     32 this
     31 eyes
     30 mind
     30 tobul's
     30 sylvia
     30 not
     29 then
     29 through
     29 brandon's
     28 your
     28 by
     27 could
     25 up
     25 like
     25 what
     25 voice
     24 an
     24 hands
     24 me
     23 metal
     23 only
     23 my
     22 see
     22 mars
     22 dust
     21 some
     21 we
     21 over
     20 down
     20 went
     20 now
     19 face
     19 will
     19 lost
     19 because
     18 back
     18 so
     18 they
     18 them
     17 brandy
     17 vault
     17 body
     17 do
     17 its
     17 just
     17 came
     17 dhu
     17 blue
     16 i'm
     16 something
     16 hair
     16 man
     16 knew
     16 little
     16 ship
     16 are
     16 one
     16 light
     16 before
     15 if
     15 stood
     15 looked
     15 way
     15 again
     15 against
     15 got
     14 kar
     14 about
     14 own
     14 thought
     14 himself
     14 rhiannon
     14 door
     13 white
     13 right
     13 away
     13 strength
     13 did
     13 more
     13 black
     13 still
     13 would
     13 who
     13 too
     13 felt
     12 you're
     12 martian
     12 when
     12 can't
     12 going
     12 islands
     12 brain
     12 things
     12 whispered
     12 force
     12 took
     12 though
     12 which
     11 behind
     11 time
     11 cen
     11 off
     11 girl
     11 dead
     11 prira
     11 people
     11 than
     11 suddenly
     11 hand
     10 can
     10 even
     10 living
     10 don't
     10 has
     10 long
     10 wind
     10 secret
     10 must
     10 didn't
     10 us
     10 thing
     10 get
     10 jarthur
     10 max
     10 projector
     10 made
     10 sylvia's
     10 years
     9 ran
     9 go
     9 under
     9 any
     9 come
     9 may
     9 power
     9 life
     9 water
     9 cabin
     9 here
     9 sea
     9 desert
     9 much
     9 strong
     9 last
     9 world
     9 caught
     9 bird
     9 ring
     9 across
     9 take
     9 head
     8 gone
     8 wanted
     8 circlet
     8 how
     8 throat
     8 it's
     8 small
     8 iron
     8 storm
     8 know
     8 gun
     8 thin
     8 faint
     7 knowledge
     7 set
     7 those
     7 sand
     7 being
     7 heart
     7 thousand
     7 blood
     7 these
     7 instant
     7 saw
     7 won't
     7 table
     7 or
     7 air
     7 closed
     7 use
     7 darkness
     7 forty
     7 two
     7 found
     7 once
     7 been
     7 live
     6 death
     6 arms
     6 both
     6 he'd
     6 fire
     6 past
     6 gave
     6 where
     6 seven
     6 toward
     6 ahead
     6 weapon
     6 broken
     6 feet
     6 every
     6 spoke
     6 kymra's
     6 cold
     6 grin
     6 broke
     6 put
     6 done
     6 laughed
     6 say
     6 our
     6 after
     6 wide-winged
     6 flier
     6 look
     6 shoulders
     6 i've
     6 why
     6 mad
     6 well
     6 strange
     6 their
     6 needles
     6 softly
     6 above
     6 nothing
     6 red
     6 deck
     6 girdle
     6 deep
     6 between
     6 always
     6 instead
     6 eustace
     6 looking
     6 buried
     6 first
     5 ocher
     5 that's
     5 lord
     5 destroyed
     5 sorry
     5 forward
     5 heard
     5 tall
     5 almost
     5 wouldn't
     5 bottle
     5 moved
     5 help
     5 shrugged
     5 fight
     5 race
     5 sad
     5 ships
     5 silence
     5 let
     5 i'll
     5 sat
     5 raised
     5 jarthur's
     5 needle
     5 solid
     5 held
     5 try
     5 fell
     5 along
     5 fought
     5 dropped
     5 yelled
     5 trouble
     5 rather
     5 die
     5 never
     5 dark
     5 mocking
     5 wasn't
     5 forgotten
     5 flung
     5 other
     5 beam
     5 ancient
     5 days
     5 grinned
     5 beard
     5 helix
     5 think
     5 old
     5 open
     5 frequencies
     5 stared
     5 prism
     5 grave
     5 very
     5 controls
     5 hole
     5 shook
     5 floor
     5 compass
     4 taken
     4 gray
     4 driven
     4 faster
     4 understand
     4 move
     4 woman
     4 reluctant
     4 madness
     4 curious
     4 left
     4 burning
     4 seemed
     4 give
     4 vanished
     4 venusian
     4 swift
     4 you'll
     4 until
     4 lay
     4 should
     4 mine
     4 speak
     4 energy
     4 mouth
     4 seat
     4 happened
     4 answer
     4 barbarian
     4 built
     4 thinking
     4 find
     4 hunting
     4 hold
     4 kill
     4 restless
     4 she's
     4 pale
     4 asked
     4 broad
     4 believe
     4 yes
     4 tunnel
     4 lines
     4 simply
     4 matter
     4 better
     4 real
     4 excitement
     4 murmured
     4 swept
     4 beyond
     4 great
     4 vital
     4 changed
     4 grew
     4 forced
     4 soft
     4 far
     4 golden
     4 catch
     4 handsome
     4 consciousness
     4 naked
     4 need
     4 moment
     4 feel
     4 rule
     4 dry
     4 yet
     4 truth
     4 pocket
     4 couldn't
     4 useless
     4 tawny
     4 around
     4 destroy
     3 fair
     3 crown
     3 jeweled
     3 sight
     3 he's
     3 fast
     3 flame
     3 end
     3 pride
     3 beautiful
     3 without
     3 choking
     3 velvet
     3 threads
     3 good
     3 finding
     3 big
     3 somehow
     3 hurt
     3 chemicals
     3 powerful
     3 worse
     3 meant
     3 form
     3 different
     3 gentle
     3 turned
     3 desperate
     3 sealed
     3 alien
     3 thrust
     3 harshly
     3 stay
     3 perhaps
     3 sudden
     3 place
     3 startled
     3 skeleton
     3 directly
     3 blowing
     3 liquid
     3 men
     3 waiting
     3 speaking
     3 control
     3 bugle
     3 itself
     3 ears
     3 ages
     3 ago
     3 sea-blue
     3 bones
     3 burned
     3 glittering
     3 mechanism
     3 shackles
     3 intricate
     3 half
     3 close
     3 muscles
     3 quite
     3 stopped
     3 food
     3 same
     3 shining
     3 queer
     3 drew
     3 touch
     3 tongue
     3 myself
     3 drowning
     3 moving
     3 fragments
     3 glow
     3 nearly
     3 minute
     3 cursed
     3 dune
     3 either
     3 side
     3 reckless
     3 gold
     3 blackness
     3 shield
     3 wild
     3 seeing
     3 really
     3 danced
     3 stone
     3 keep
     3 flash
     3 port
     3 dully
     3 stuff
     3 mental
     3 want
     3 gas
     3 rolled
     3 worn
     3 alone
     3 bodies
     3 kept
     3 proud
     3 stab
     3 effort
     3 gleamed
     3 regret
     3 moons
     3 instrument
     3 new
     3 stop
     3 wall
     3 blind
     3 hull
     3 frightened
     3 venus
     3 themselves
     3 else
     3 focus
     3 inside
     3 thumb
     3 course
     3 another
     3 borrowed
     3 wrists
     3 hard
     3 battle
     3 stern
     3 slowly
     3 kingdoms
     3 guess
     3 filled
     3 clouds
     3 began
     3 planet
     3 trying
     3 few
     3 forcing
     3 utterly
     3 yourself
     3 emotion
     3 does
     3 substance
     3 pressed
     3 phobos
     3 kar's
     3 relics
     3 somewhere
     3 heat
     3 touched
     3 cone
     3 added
     3 started
     3 scarred
     3 command
     3 sun
     3 sent
     3 lives
     3 am
     3 knees
     3 looting
     3 rushed
     3 centuries
     3 drank
     3 staring
     3 gripped
     3 clear
     3 impossible
     3 tried
     3 tell
     3 massive
     3 short
     3 anything
     3 momentarily
     3 thirst
     3 leaped
     3 drop
     2 clinging
     2 sheathed
     2 powder
     2 hear
     2 breath
     2 rose
     2 cabinet
     2 glamour
     2 flashing
     2 relief
     2 wet
     2 twisted
     2 stole
     2 foreign
     2 age
     2 plain
     2 we'll
     2 foot
     2 four
     2 affected
     2 blast
     2 imperious
     2 hurtling
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     2 stolen
     2 refused
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     2 passed
     2 sending
     2 solar
     2 sure
     2 intelligence
     2 finger
     2 preservation
     2 incredibly
     2 distantly
     2 shed
     2 audience
     2 rang
     2 silently
     2 part
     2 seen
     2 calmly
     2 alloy
     2 sparkled
     2 jauntily
     2 instruments
     2 died
     2 science
     2 merely
     2 councilors
     2 make
     2 glass
     2 playing
     2 barely
     2 struck
     2 racing
     2 culture
     2 rippling
     2 masts
     2 followed
     2 sharply
     2 straight
     2 figure
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     2 having
     2 spaceship
     2 reaching
     2 furious
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     2 fierce
     2 shape
     2 dull-blue
     2 dangerous
     2 amber
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     2 crumbled
     2 policemen
     2 regenerator
     2 anesthetic
     2 million
     2 note
     2 answered
     2 shell
     2 everything
     2 center
     2 threw
     2 business
     2 important
     2 wondered
     2 hate
     2 marry
     2 he'll
     2 screens
     2 desperately
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     2 prow
     2 clean
     2 upward
     2 somber
     2 fist
     2 care
     2 beginning
     2 shuddered
     2 slow
     2 galleys
     2 beside
     2 arm
     2 faintly
     2 slight
     2 lean
     2 together
     2 chill
     2 getting
     2 distance
     2 splattering
     2 swaying
     2 forgot
     2 hollow
     2 drawn
     2 double
     2 wink
     2 crushed
     2 shadow
     2 became
     2 sweat
     2 diemos
     2 midway
     2 given
     2 link
     2 breathe
     2 watched
     2 wear
     2 walking
     2 shoulder
     2 desolation
     2 used
     2 goodbye
     2 host
     2 cried
     2 sorcerers
     2 obeyed
     2 locked
     2 repeated
     2 low
     2 dazed
     2 killed
     2 peace
     2 ate
     2 bitter
     2 snarled
     2 enough
     2 glinted
     2 chance
     2 carry
     2 she'd
     2 brought
     2 cannot
     2 listen
     2 times
     2 fluid
     2 sensed
     2 sandstorm
     2 building
     2 position
     2 vast
     2 bearing
     2 rob
     2 doing
     2 universe
     2 shock
     2 usual
     2 hope
     2 crystal
     2 shimmered
     2 jealous
     2 many
     2 lips
     2 turning
     2 wrong
     2 sitting
     2 puzzled
     2 ancestors
     2 phantom
     2 agony
     2 soon
     2 remembering
     2 stud
     2 wave
     2 innocent
     2 screamed
     2 stricken
     2 anyone
     2 eager
     2 crumpled
     2 facets
     2 most
     2 quietly
     2 explained
     2 plates
     2 making
     2 probably
     2 inanimate
     2 flying
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     2 middle
     2 society
     2 needs
     2 ordered
     2 tendrils
     2 scrolls
     2 ruled
     2 beasts
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     2 greatest
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     2 presently
     2 moonlight
     2 impulse
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     2 resist
     2 aloud
     2 fallen
     2 shot
     2 fear
     2 realized
     2 scrambled
     2 grain
     2 bottoms
     2 teeth
     2 scientific
     2 angry
     2 dying
     2 unconquerable
     2 gold-brown
     2 powers
     2 essential
     2 mean
     2 rail
     2 medium
     2 search
     2 stubbornly
     2 guard
     2 told
     2 yourselves
     2 fine
     2 fighting
     2 smiling
     2 rage
     2 barbaric
     2 young
     2 witchcraft
     2 mostly
     2 fingers
     2 negative
     2 anyway
     2 painted
     2 rising
     2 wreck
     2 steel
     2 beg
     2 dog
     2 muted
     2 paused
     2 war
     2 breathed
     2 blazing
     2 sorrow
     2 shifting
     2 distances
     2 wisest
     2 places
     2 fires
     2 we're
     2 blow
     2 animal
     2 ringing
     2 incandescence
     2 opposing
     2 impact
     2 tanks
     2 surge
     2 gulped
     2 snapped
     2 consideration
     2 legs
     2 second
     2 terror
     2 ways
     2 ambassador
     2 three
     2 wish
     2 hardly
     2 transparent
     2 cover
     2 skin
     2 firm
     2 charging
     2 darling
     2 push
     2 free
     2 amazement
     2 catching
     2 cohesive
     2 taking
     2 day
     2 ever
     2 glad
     2 troubled
     2 gaping
     2 struggle
     2 half-forgotten
     2 slightly
     2 longer
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     2 archaeological
     2 shall
     2 charged
     2 machine
     2 color
     2 pure
     2 wore
     2 inherent
     2 present
     2 landed
     2 gently
     2 prepared
     2 stifling
     2 electrical
     2 sleeping
     2 gleaming
     2 room
     2 picture
     1 issue
     1 hangings
     1 defiantly
     1 midair
     1 unite
     1 wait
     1 wealthy
     1 share
     1 decorum
     1 lies
     1 ragingly
     1 hm-m-m
     1 protection
     1 splitting
     1 thunderclap
     1 hairs
     1 reducing
     1 obedience
     1 planetary
     1 wheel
     1 acceptance
     1 gather
     1 roared
     1 possesses
     1 final
     1 already
     1 danger
     1 barbarians
     1 square
     1 valves
     1 impelled
     1 deal
     1 personal
     1 suspension
     1 seconds
     1 web
     1 partly
     1 skirmished
     1 resigned
     1 wonder
     1 protected
     1 boyish
     1 flew
     1 mainly
     1 drinking
     1 trays
     1 superstition
     1 tumbled
     1 third
     1 governments
     1 skirling
     1 terellan
     1 cocked
     1 intelligences
     1 bad
     1 clamped
     1 splintered
     1 stygian
     1 willfully
     1 waterfall
     1 draft
     1 stubble
     1 shudder
     1 inexplicable
     1 conquered
     1 necessary
     1 chilly
     1 staggered
     1 whirling
     1 rockets
     1 diplomat
     1 splattered
     1 listened
     1 coils
     1 chances
     1 advance
     1 girl's
     1 flourish
     1 harsh
     1 trapped
     1 bare
     1 revived
     1 wanting
     1 watching
     1 withered
     1 understanding
     1 sheer
     1 focused
     1 torture
     1 dare
     1 vise-grip
     1 sincere
     1 arid
     1 excusing
     1 fathomless
     1 running
     1 apprehension
     1 clashing
     1 original
     1 splashed
     1 tunic
     1 picked
     1 aching
     1 mysterious
     1 dear
     1 left-hand
     1 blundering
     1 open-mouthed
     1 harder
     1 chips
     1 preserved
     1 surround
     1 bed
     1 miss
     1 slurring
     1 strike
     1 thumped
     1 radioactive
     1 endless
     1 rapid
     1 concentration
     1 resistance
     1 crinkle
     1 chair
     1 order
     1 bareheaded
     1 they're
     1 supple
     1 struggled
     1 wondering
     1 growing
     1 shadows
     1 theirs
     1 eternal
     1 kind
     1 plans
     1 underneath
     1 child
     1 pretty
     1 whole
     1 burst
     1 shaky
     1 send
     1 rattled
     1 fathers
     1 steal
     1 stubborn
     1 wide
     1 richness
     1 drawing
     1 flood
     1 actual
     1 demanded
     1 lashed
     1 thundered
     1 shiver
     1 money
     1 splashing
     1 palms
     1 containers
     1 preservative
     1 characteristic
     1 sake
     1 prey
     1 island
     1 patterns
     1 fury
     1 grease
     1 forming
     1 sounds
     1 transmitted
     1 phase
     1 neither
     1 miraculously
     1 fact
     1 hydrogen
     1 stayed
     1 disaster
     1 sweep
     1 ached
     1 firing
     1 immunity
     1 pillared
     1 screen
     1 state
     1 defense
     1 associated
     1 deliberate
     1 unbidden
     1 less
     1 feeble
     1 tasted
     1 fascinating
     1 roaring
     1 devil
     1 earthman
     1 high-flared
     1 circle
     1 worry
     1 passing
     1 rat
     1 legends
     1 deadliest
     1 well-nigh
     1 ones
     1 mines
     1 certainly
     1 engine
     1 brush
     1 thought-impulses
     1 career
     1 pounding
     1 older
     1 ordinary
     1 capacious
     1 break
     1 scraps
     1 lower
     1 foam
     1 funny
     1 contracted
     1 heavens
     1 design
     1 maneuver
     1 dashing
     1 evenly
     1 shattered
     1 reluctantly
     1 except
     1 entered
     1 hung
     1 ripple
     1 kindliest
     1 loved
     1 curve
     1 stammered
     1 holes
     1 hasn't
     1 heartstrings
     1 discomfort
     1 worth
     1 concentrated
     1 bolt
     1 sharp
     1 insolent
     1 thirsty
     1 sank
     1 baby
     1 outlanders
     1 competitor
     1 subdued
     1 figurehead
     1 dryness
     1 fooling
     1 blocks
     1 walk
     1 knock
     1 ominous
     1 numbed
     1 identical
     1 oxygen
     1 question
     1 carried
     1 winds
     1 admit
     1 sound
     1 tablet
     1 stranger
     1 crashed
     1 caring
     1 damp
     1 cohesion
     1 activated
     1 fame
     1 cash
     1 vaulted
     1 beating
     1 join
     1 tripod
     1 semi-human
     1 exciting
     1 pain
     1 pockets
     1 glowing
     1 somebody's
     1 played
     1 forth
     1 deer
     1 combining
     1 softening
     1 snowy
     1 thinly
     1 tossed
     1 scruples
     1 cry
     1 warring
     1 spiraled
     1 glorious
     1 swirl
     1 steadiness
     1 gamin
     1 rid
     1 gnawed
     1 band
     1 forces
     1 wicked
     1 distant
     1 rocking
     1 charge
     1 you'd
     1 rare
     1 expertly
     1 clear-cut
     1 fellow
     1 taps
     1 seleno-cell
     1 searching
     1 society-loving
     1 scars
     1 sunlight
     1 viking
     1 idiot
     1 sensing
     1 pelted
     1 nodded
     1 continual
     1 carrier
     1 blindly
     1 pop
     1 entrance
     1 disembodied
     1 blanked
     1 learned
     1 ounce
     1 dancing
     1 board
     1 placed
     1 hawk-clear
     1 swiftness
     1 shouted
     1 authority
     1 ladies
     1 flooded
     1 perfection
     1 despair
     1 curl
     1 partially
     1 uncoiled
     1 pleasures
     1 top
     1 frailer
     1 weakened
     1 bunch
     1 contact
     1 mention
     1 blood-letting
     1 pace
     1 quays
     1 doors
     1 build
     1 acid-etched
     1 whipping
     1 helpless
     1 grace
     1 water-
     1 gadgets
     1 ignorant
     1 enduring
     1 pelvis
     1 physical
     1 mom
     1 countless
     1 sensitive
     1 harm's
     1 mummy
     1 uncorroded
     1 fortunately
     1 grip
     1 swell
     1 spurts
     1 complete
     1 subconsciously
     1 below
     1 create
     1 adventure
     1 mystery
     1 rebuild
     1 fights
     1 jewel
     1 doubly
     1 clip
     1 singing
     1 easily
     1 warp
     1 opposite
     1 connection
     1 fanned
     1 whatever
     1 staggering
     1 weak
     1 anybody
     1 blacked-out
     1 scrap
     1 basic
     1 effects
     1 reveled
     1 loomed
     1 nowhere
     1 widening
     1 syl
     1 tousled
     1 terrible
     1 sky
     1 floundered
     1 long-limbed
     1 ignore
     1 futile
     1 facing
     1 primal
     1 normal
     1 circles
     1 earned
     1 hinges
     1 advised
     1 clash
     1 wandering
     1 carven
     1 waved
     1 slim
     1 kesh
     1 right-hand
     1 civilization
     1 satisfactory
     1 budge
     1 defeat
     1 smothered
     1 movement
     1 ease
     1 herds
     1 belt
     1 violent
     1 creature
     1 legend
     1 gathered
     1 stones
     1 expect
     1 elements
     1 pleased
     1 channels
     1 glimpses
     1 unfamiliar
     1 beings
     1 awe
     1 whether
     1 forever
     1 guidance
     1 teakwood
     1 straining
     1 dogged
     1 wove
     1 block
     1 darker
     1 extinct
     1 flexed
     1 sum
     1 tolerant
     1 weakening
     1 curt
     1 rooms
     1 drowned
     1 foresee
     1 creeds
     1 allowed
     1 sprawled
     1 among
     1 slaughtered
     1 glimpse
     1 nights
     1 raging
     1 title
     1 direction
     1 nomad
     1 arrest
     1 future
     1 inch
     1 leashed
     1 weren't
     1 fleeting
     1 overhead
     1 teak
     1 poisonous
     1 impenetrable
     1 unguarded
     1 rays
     1 six
     1 conjectures
     1 bits
     1 chests
     1 worms
     1 waste
     1 finest
     1 regeneration
     1 tracks
     1 doubled
     1 sinews
     1 decently
     1 you've
     1 space
     1 speaks
     1 slid
     1 fools
     1 perverse
     1 fuel
     1 squat
     1 grayish
     1 gay
     1 furiously
     1 entry
     1 oddly
     1 profiting
     1 conquest
     1 derisively
     1 prided
     1 dimension
     1 formulated
     1 bow
     1 inexorable
     1 pulled
     1 swung
     1 paled
     1 clearly
     1 machines
     1 alive
     1 within
     1 led
     1 rubbing
     1 enhanced
     1 acted
     1 condition
     1 heap
     1 shaggy
     1 spurt
     1 spite
     1 recalled
     1 blew
     1 cheat
     1 idea
     1 raided
     1 tingled
     1 swinging
     1 true
     1 unpleasant
     1 wander
     1 beneath
     1 reached
     1 malice
     1 furnished
     1 clouded
     1 desire
     1 trailing
     1 looter
     1 cyclopean
     1 called
     1 shrewdly
     1 knotted
     1 curly
     1 forehead
     1 doesn't
     1 defies
     1 briefly
     1 hurled
     1 creased
     1 outland
     1 clasped
     1 finally
     1 surrounded
     1 courage
     1 firecracker
     1 enemy
     1 tossing
     1 flipped
     1 secretly
     1 drove
     1 cupped
     1 walked
     1 utter
     1 closer
     1 leave
     1 passageway
     1 delirium
     1 cloud
     1 blank
     1 balance
     1 unlike
     1 stormy
     1 corded
     1 delirious
     1 tube
     1 fumbled
     1 balked
     1 stump
     1 stomach
     1 crossed
     1 blazed
     1 weaving
     1 volcano
     1 feared
     1 barrier
     1 painless
     1 communicativeness
     1 clearer
     1 noses
     1 calm
     1 coal
     1 rigid
     1 shown
     1 threshold
     1 intership
     1 steadily
     1 terrifying
     1 shapeless
     1 giving
     1 everyone
     1 processes
     1 failed
     1 condescending
     1 gentlest
     1 interplanetary
     1 robe
     1 curiously
     1 precious
     1 yours
     1 bronzed
     1 anymore
     1 saying
     1 humanely
     1 hissed
     1 perversion
     1 happy
     1 recognize
     1 pulse
     1 burden
     1 flames
     1 secrets
     1 flared
     1 outline
     1 learning
     1 bring
     1 scourged
     1 sharp-cut
     1 blocked
     1 rushing
     1 shut
     1 unconquered
     1 relax
     1 uneasy
     1 peak
     1 sobbing
     1 creation
     1 desert-thirst
     1 dunes
     1 existence
     1 huge
     1 stimulating
     1 canted
     1 boy
     1 coughing
     1 mate
     1 afford
     1 preserving
     1 radio-controlled
     1 defending
     1 collectors
     1 giddy
     1 kingdoms'
     1 smell
     1 companionship
     1 save
     1 gripping
     1 area
     1 exist
     1 today
     1 charming
     1 directing
     1 natural
     1 handled
     1 poised
     1 furs
     1 publicly
     1 dawn
     1 whispering
     1 galactic
     1 undergo
     1 simple
     1 season
     1 concentrating
     1 deadly
     1 repelling
     1 dream
     1 near
     1 silent
     1 wailing
     1 gravity
     1 flashes
     1 strands
     1 freed
     1 cushions
     1 shards
     1 tints
     1 patient
     1 ripped
     1 they'd
     1 man's
     1 spiteful
     1 unwilling
     1 fleshless
     1 score
     1 shivering
     1 thrumming
     1 shaken
     1 length
     1 collective
     1 cascading
     1 fish-belly
     1 framed
     1 kicked
     1 letters
     1 galley's
     1 withdrawn
     1 molecular
     1 dusty
     1 group
     1 radio
     1 weedy
     1 neck
     1 cobalt
     1 bowls
     1 noticing
     1 flaked
     1 violence
     1 tide
     1 mop
     1 following
     1 pirate
     1 vibration
     1 swine
     1 breathing
     1 rebellious
     1 wavered
     1 angles
     1 hopefully
     1 outraged
     1 merciful
     1 someone
     1 hermetically
     1 onto
     1 stumps
     1 lithe
     1 needed
     1 curved
     1 start
     1 trembled
     1 lagging
     1 profile
     1 inlaid
     1 chains
     1 obeying
     1 beat
     1 headlong
     1 ten
     1 protectors
     1 material
     1 denser
     1 authorities
     1 red-dun
     1 roof
     1 waist
     1 nomads
     1 slender
     1 high-prowed
     1 stamp
     1 shapes
     1 there's
     1 drumming
     1 fists
     1 victim
     1 means
     1 robot
     1 thoroughly
     1 shrug
     1 hysterical
     1 demoralized
     1 coral
     1 flat
     1 unnumbered
     1 semi-military
     1 arts
     1 afterthought
     1 fly
     1 tremendous
     1 lovingly
     1 meaningless
     1 galled
     1 paper
     1 crashing
     1 devise
     1 odor
     1 shimmering
     1 incredulously
     1 mist
     1 instantaneous
     1 heady
     1 corrode
     1 misruled
     1 air-tight
     1 likely
     1 howling
     1 sighed
     1 televisors
     1 steady
     1 ditch
     1 escape
     1 trudging
     1 fans
     1 brave
     1 apprehensive
     1 ant
     1 irresolute
     1 harbors
     1 sigh
     1 jaw
     1 whine
     1 scooped
     1 tame
     1 glanced
     1 enemies
     1 ironically
     1 quit
     1 nobody
     1 hero
     1 televisor
     1 honest
     1 crazy
     1 buckled
     1 padded
     1 ball
     1 governing
     1 isn't
     1 alien's
     1 weakness
     1 flashed
     1 ribboned
     1 hint
     1 togs
     1 dignified
     1 keening
     1 lapped
     1 instinctively
     1 pleasure
     1 adventurous
     1 pouch
     1 hesitated
     1 glare
     1 error
     1 crimson
     1 waited
     1 best
     1 bared
     1 emission
     1 blackened
     1 breaking
     1 crouching
     1 aboard
     1 gaunt
     1 wrenching
     1 pungent
     1 windward
     1 manhood
     1 rigging
     1 standing
     1 foundered
     1 sloughed
     1 pungency
     1 easy
     1 coming
     1 advancing
     1 caused
     1 guesswork
     1 projects
     1 ruined
     1 canting
     1 alertness
     1 musty
     1 such
     1 foresight
     1 compulsion
     1 current
     1 edge
     1 mortals
     1 harmlessly
     1 erect
     1 afraid
     1 cooling
     1 sanity
     1 accustomed
     1 coiled
     1 marred
     1 showed
     1 reaction
     1 patronized
     1 reason
     1 earthly
     1 stretched
     1 long-legged
     1 keeps
     1 safe
     1 oldest
     1 scenting
     1 fool
     1 energies
     1 armor
     1 whisper
     1 spared
     1 halo
     1 releasing
     1 returned
     1 grave-robber
     1 storming
     1 particles
     1 backlash
     1 hugely
     1 horde
     1 custom
     1 imagine
     1 studied
     1 incredible
     1 choked
     1 bit
     1 ornament
     1 sterling
     1 harmed
     1 worked
     1 front
     1 meeting
     1 assistant
     1 sail
     1 tenseness
     1 poisoned
     1 horse
     1 known
     1 tingling
     1 aimed
     1 absently
     1 immersion
     1 kissed
     1 line
     1 stunned
     1 pointing
     1 detail
     1 outside
     1 spiral
     1 laugh
     1 working
     1 knowing
     1 coolly
     1 atomic
     1 humanity
     1 wrapped
     1 thundering
     1 potent
     1 unless
     1 balancing
     1 agree
     1 poignant
     1 luminous
     1 frozen
     1 shaped
     1 deeper
     1 adoring
     1 slightest
     1 ripples
     1 pretense
     1 whined
     1 dispersed
     1 replica
     1 barred
     1 blundered
     1 according
     1 volition
     1 whoosh
     1 coruscating
     1 misshapen
     1 self-sealing
     1 parasitic
     1 avalanche
     1 hunched
     1 unraveled
     1 defiant
     1 advice
     1 graves
     1 saved
     1 drained
     1 angrily
     1 veils
     1 crumbling
     1 refuge
     1 marble
     1 needled
     1 betrayed
     1 system
     1 mythical
     1 disobey
     1 risk
     1 grimly
     1 invaded
     1 explorer
     1 attract
     1 veil
     1 scatter
     1 operation
     1 truly
     1 balls
     1 hadn't
     1 understood
     1 sane
     1 thick
     1 capsule
     1 treasures
     1 twisting
     1 please
     1 everybody
     1 opened
     1 home
     1 bewildered
     1 hammering
     1 demon
     1 memory
     1 hopping
     1 smashing
     1 clenched
     1 spine
     1 hunt
     1 invaluable
     1 history
     1 fit
     1 sorcerer-scientist
     1 several
     1 rest
     1 believing
     1 shivered
     1 might
     1 whose
     1 answering
     1 bound
     1 love
     1 minds
     1 lock
     1 swirling
     1 adrenalin
     1 feeling
     1 sadness
     1 each
     1 backed
     1 shaft
     1 capriciously
     1 racks
     1 plot
     1 full
     1 tough
     1 searched
     1 panic
     1 dazzling
     1 consequently
     1 sprawling
     1 races
     1 directional
     1 worst
     1 conscious
     1 reasons
     1 possession
     1 wealth
     1 witch
     1 grim
     1 moon
     1 blinking
     1 robbing
     1 i'd
     1 strip
     1 handle
     1 vandal
     1 stuffed
     1 paling
     1 bringing
     1 deeply
     1 whiter
     1 intricately
     1 satisfaction
     1 losing
     1 argued
     1 luminosity
     1 remembered
     1 probed
     1 conjecture
     1 cloth
     1 bright
     1 rich
     1 individuality
     1 sorcerer
     1 hour
     1 dim
     1 president
     1 volcanic
     1 orders
     1 vaguely
     1 eternity
     1 sailing
     1 stripped
     1 arrested
     1 dust-filled
     1 madman
     1 urge
     1 transferred
     1 women
     1 controlled
     1 essentially
     1 cherry-red
     1 reflected
     1 pyre
     1 able
     1 path
     1 smudged
     1 mildly
     1 projectors
     1 knocking
     1 darted
     1 viciousness
     1 appeared
     1 profitable
     1 grinning
     1 unable
     1 black-clad
     1 apparently
     1 painful
     1 echoed
     1 slanted
     1 grease-stained
     1 altogether
     1 fleeing
     1 duck
     1 corner
     1 complicated
     1 mother
     1 droning
     1 nightmare
     1 woman's
     1 looks
     1 swallowed
     1 challenge
     1 privacy
     1 sensitized
     1 uselessly
     1 served
     1 bombardment
     1 daylight
     1 further
     1 change
     1 stubbornness
     1 realize
     1 sizes
     1 glowed
     1 admire
     1 objects
     1 unknown
     1 heaven's
     1 unharmed
     1 gained
     1 weakly
     1 currents
     1 shan't
     1 jerk
     1 lumps
     1 sunk
     1 throb
     1 blood-red
     1 upsets
     1 swallow
     1 curtly
     1 unmoving
     1 torn
     1 feminine
     1 credits
     1 wings
     1 read
     1 stepped
     1 purpose
     1 commanding
     1 heavy
     1 wherever
     1 stem
     1 health
     1 restore
     1 century
     1 temples
     1 quiet
     1 scowled
     1 shadowy
     1 core
     1 insanity
     1 simplest
     1 clung
     1 sunset
     1 swamps
     1 fired
     1 theatricalism
     1 helped
     1 domination
     1 completely
     1 firmly
     1 convertible
     1 millions
     1 name
     1 obeys
     1 flamboyant
     1 perpetually
     1 lionized
     1 kisses
     1 brown
     1 contentedly
     1 touching
     1 stupid
     1 remained
     1 scientists
     1 pair
     1 quiescence
     1 consumption
     1 leap
     1 high
     1 scene
     1 bandit
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 3282 the
    1519 and
    1372 of
    1017 he
     944 a
     921 to
     689 that
     653 in
     644 was
     643 carse
     601 it
     597 his
     508 you
     427 i
     407 had
     392 with
     389 him
     306 not
     298 s
     295 but
     283 they
     279 for
     276 her
     269 as
     266 on
     262 at
     231 she
     224 said
     221 from
     218 there
     209 rhiannon
     199 were
     198 boghaz
     195 them
     192 no
     187 have
     178 now
     174 is
     172 ywain
     167 all
     160 then
     153 out
     150 their
     145 could
     144 by
     144 into
     144 one
     140 me
     136 this
     136 be
     121 man
     119 who
     118 would
     117 my
     115 like
     114 will
     106 your
     106 down
     106 sword
     105 what
     102 sark
     101 up
     98 came
     97 sea
     95 so
     94 back
     94 long
     93 through
     92 again
     91 we
     90 are
     89 an
     88 time
     85 did
     84 even
     84 when
     84 eyes
     84 been
     83 own
     82 if
     80 face
     79 saw
     79 before
     78 only
     74 t
     73 dark
     72 can
     70 knew
     69 went
     68 do
     68 know
     67 seemed
     67 still
     67 tomb
     67 over
     66 see
     66 too
     65 voice
     63 against
     62 men
     59 away
     59 come
     58 where
     58 turned
     58 or
     57 heard
     57 mind
     57 stood
     56 khondor
     56 way
     56 scyld
     56 door
     54 little
     54 strange
     53 galley
     53 himself
     53 its
     53 great
     52 more
     52 hands
     52 last
     51 let
     51 made
     51 emer
     50 how
     50 world
     49 looked
     49 why
     49 fear
     49 weapons
     48 though
     47 go
     47 us
     47 penkawr
     46 thing
     46 rold
     45 ll
     44 here
     44 caer
     44 kings
     44 look
     44 dhu
     44 upon
     44 serpent
     44 head
     43 lord
     43 jekkara
     43 cursed
     43 than
     43 dhuvians
     43 light
     43 felt
     42 nothing
     41 black
     41 mars
     41 found
     40 secret
     40 very
     40 hand
     40 oar
     39 some
     39 place
     39 spoke
     39 jaxart
     39 other
     39 far
     39 open
     39 which
     38 death
     38 wind
     38 must
     38 body
     38 hishah
     38 never
     38 first
     37 khond
     37 think
     36 under
     36 toward
     36 well
     36 two
     35 has
     35 thought
     35 re
     35 looking
     34 water
     34 much
     34 take
     33 behind
     33 something
     33 city
     33 quiru
     33 cabin
     33 these
     33 enough
     33 our
     33 after
     33 darkness
     33 once
     32 white
     32 beyond
     32 moment
     31 lay
     31 off
     31 power
     31 garach
     31 took
     30 those
     30 make
     30 speak
     30 sky
     30 rock
     30 swimmers
     30 small
     30 low
     30 along
     30 began
     30 above
     30 old
     30 around
     29 forward
     29 left
     29 dead
     29 say
     29 deck
     29 between
     28 earthman
     28 science
     28 until
     28 word
     28 dhuvian
     28 because
     28 asked
     28 valkisian
     28 strong
     28 suddenly
     28 might
     28 yet
     28 am
     28 tell
     28 high
     27 every
     27 about
     27 told
     27 whispered
     27 free
     26 also
     26 human
     26 answered
     26 watched
     26 held
     26 name
     25 rose
     25 gave
     25 strength
     25 ships
     25 raised
     25 laughed
     25 keep
     25 fat
     24 already
     24 ironbeard
     24 without
     24 almost
     24 m
     24 sound
     24 sarks
     24 heart
     24 night
     24 get
     23 ran
     23 set
     23 cry
     23 feet
     23 alone
     23 slaves
     23 ancient
     23 afraid
     23 things
     23 don
     23 inner
     23 gods
     22 barbarian
     22 silence
     22 people
     22 caught
     22 force
     22 hidden
     22 across
     21 callus
     21 any
     21 give
     21 may
     21 alien
     21 life
     21 palace
     21 laughter
     21 among
     21 while
     21 brought
     21 air
     21 blade
     21 closed
     21 brain
     21 shook
     20 gone
     20 slave
     20 whole
     20 seen
     20 broken
     20 should
     20 answer
     20 drew
     20 yes
     20 cried
     20 folk
     20 going
     20 another
     20 ship
     20 slowly
     20 need
     20 deep
     20 heavy
     19 wine
     19 past
     19 end
     19 followed
     19 evil
     19 cold
     19 shadow
     19 lost
     19 friend
     19 stone
     19 want
     19 khonds
     19 stared
     19 wish
     19 always
     19 room
     18 metal
     18 ahead
     18 nodded
     18 moved
     18 perhaps
     18 terrible
     18 beside
     18 half
     18 blood
     18 same
     18 broke
     18 kill
     18 within
     18 done
     18 die
     18 crystal
     18 such
     18 full
     18 wings
     17 pit
     17 understand
     17 being
     17 jewel
     17 mouth
     17 stopped
     17 fell
     17 smiled
     17 shoulders
     17 gaze
     17 shallah
     16 breath
     16 watching
     16 d
     16 tall
     16 big
     16 harbor
     16 martian
     16 chance
     16 silent
     16 god
     16 beat
     16 realized
     16 guard
     16 stand
     16 tried
     16 short
     15 valkis
     15 fight
     15 halflings
     15 ago
     15 stars
     15 hold
     15 space
     15 children
     15 led
     15 wise
     15 words
     15 use
     15 wisdom
     15 dry
     15 stepped
     15 wore
     15 stroke
     14 right
     14 fire
     14 woman
     14 hilt
     14 good
     14 died
     14 ones
     14 walls
     14 shouted
     14 flesh
     14 waiting
     14 highness
     14 close
     14 quite
     14 indeed
     14 sat
     14 lash
     14 better
     14 streets
     14 hope
     14 lips
     14 forgotten
     14 soon
     14 aboard
     14 forget
     14 bright
     14 truth
     14 nor
     14 years
     13 taken
     13 arms
     13 met
     13 aye
     13 flame
     13 sure
     13 madness
     13 struck
     13 wanted
     13 stranger
     13 hills
     13 throat
     13 thrust
     13 itself
     13 brooding
     13 called
     13 didn
     13 side
     13 matter
     13 many
     13 soldiers
     13 crew
     13 forced
     13 soft
     13 powers
     13 started
     13 since
     13 ever
     12 knowledge
     12 age
     12 hair
     12 passed
     12 pride
     12 shadows
     12 break
     12 talk
     12 together
     12 bowed
     12 put
     12 bent
     12 swung
     12 steps
     12 reached
     12 believe
     12 longships
     12 locked
     12 walked
     12 dropped
     12 table
     12 vast
     12 bubble
     12 kept
     12 sails
     12 just
     12 cliffs
     12 standing
     12 coming
     12 few
     12 hated
     12 outside
     12 sense
     12 whose
     12 three
     12 each
     12 others
     12 sent
     12 empty
     12 dust
     12 longer
     12 ve
     12 color
     12 staring
     12 sin
     12 leaped
     11 wheel
     11 jeweled
     11 both
     11 dimly
     11 picked
     11 living
     11 part
     11 somehow
     11 worth
     11 king
     11 cut
     11 rowers
     11 curse
     11 hate
     11 below
     11 fall
     11 drum
     11 bitter
     11 leave
     11 carry
     11 matthew
     11 listen
     11 green
     11 narrow
     11 chains
     11 master
     11 grew
     11 anger
     11 got
     11 safe
     11 whisper
     11 softly
     11 lady
     11 lifted
     11 brothers
     11 feel
     11 doubt
     11 winged
     11 sun
     11 remembered
     11 women
     11 faces
     11 anything
     10 hear
     10 square
     10 chained
     10 beautiful
     10 catwalk
     10 rang
     10 platform
     10 less
     10 instruments
     10 burning
     10 except
     10 lie
     10 question
     10 help
     10 learned
     10 shrugged
     10 cloak
     10 girl
     10 call
     10 oh
     10 happened
     10 distance
     10 pulled
     10 touch
     10 alive
     10 sign
     10 glow
     10 wild
     10 speed
     10 barge
     10 shock
     10 agony
     10 oars
     10 crouched
     10 overseer
     10 onto
     10 new
     10 father
     10 most
     10 ladder
     10 inside
     10 glanced
     10 days
     10 trying
     10 incredible
     10 fighting
     10 yourself
     10 swiftly
     10 red
     10 fingers
     10 run
     10 weight
     10 ring
     10 thief
     10 nightmare
     10 dread
     10 clear
     10 allies
     10 floor
     10 remained
     10 live
     9 teach
     9 late
     9 fast
     9 instinct
     9 welcome
     9 least
     9 devil
     9 mob
     9 muttered
     9 leaned
     9 straight
     9 swift
     9 distant
     9 beginning
     9 slow
     9 aside
     9 belt
     9 burned
     9 whether
     9 bear
     9 won
     9 attack
     9 dreams
     9 shoulder
     9 true
     9 try
     9 killed
     9 gold
     9 thorn
     9 smell
     9 dream
     9 following
     9 mad
     9 moonlight
     9 fool
     9 known
     9 mail
     9 grimly
     9 veil
     9 touched
     9 guards
     9 second
     9 bound
     9 minds
     9 horror
     9 jekkarans
     9 fiord
     9 tiny
     9 quickly
     8 share
     8 victory
     8 sight
     8 cheek
     8 child
     8 burst
     8 knows
     8 crowd
     8 weapon
     8 whip
     8 surely
     8 therefore
     8 creatures
     8 carried
     8 chamber
     8 waves
     8 startled
     8 note
     8 tarak
     8 singing
     8 ears
     8 weary
     8 lean
     8 large
     8 legend
     8 gathered
     8 lead
     8 glittering
     8 forever
     8 warning
     8 tongue
     8 used
     8 spoken
     8 utter
     8 closer
     8 glance
     8 cannot
     8 fought
     8 really
     8 return
     8 saying
     8 expression
     8 bring
     8 sleep
     8 universe
     8 dawn
     8 near
     8 hoarsely
     8 bodies
     8 shaken
     8 proud
     8 effort
     8 someone
     8 eager
     8 flat
     8 plunge
     8 news
     8 brilliance
     8 presently
     8 scientific
     8 showed
     8 filled
     8 utterly
     8 rage
     8 does
     8 hours
     8 soldier
     8 strode
     8 memory
     8 rest
     8 feeling
     8 lives
     8 jewels
     8 step
     8 sort
     8 shadowy
     8 destroy
     7 wait
     7 roared
     7 wonder
     7 dared
     7 perfect
     7 hot
     7 trapped
     7 dare
     7 move
     7 steersman
     7 ocean
     7 strike
     7 follow
     7 press-gang
     7 wide
     7 voices
     7 fury
     7 music
     7 destruction
     7 quay
     7 meant
     7 hall
     7 different
     7 remember
     7 pain
     7 glowing
     7 falling
     7 desperate
     7 aid
     7 serve
     7 land
     7 taught
     7 quays
     7 subtle
     7 whatever
     7 clean
     7 stones
     7 aware
     7 drawn
     7 find
     7 sweat
     7 given
     7 shining
     7 slay
     7 suppose
     7 single
     7 idea
     7 gloom
     7 repeated
     7 finally
     7 holding
     7 shut
     7 save
     7 san
     7 awed
     7 shivering
     7 turn
     7 moons
     7 desert
     7 stop
     7 wall
     7 blind
     7 moaned
     7 cleared
     7 themselves
     7 shouting
     7 blaze
     7 else
     7 corridor
     7 waited
     7 reason
     7 rail
     7 returned
     7 outward
     7 presence
     7 thieves
     7 dais
     7 rising
     7 steel
     7 paused
     7 blow
     7 ways
     7 smile
     7 dim
     7 recoiled
     7 collar
     7 day
     7 tone
     7 jekkaran
     7 sweeps
     7 shall
     7 infinity
     7 throne
     7 quiet
     7 massive
     6 fair
     6 danger
     6 cheered
     6 harsh
     6 sheer
     6 faster
     6 growing
     6 crept
     6 roaring
     6 circle
     6 slept
     6 leaving
     6 entered
     6 figure
     6 mockery
     6 vault
     6 fleet
     6 numbed
     6 beating
     6 continuum
     6 lamp
     6 banks
     6 stay
     6 million
     6 heads
     6 physical
     6 wondered
     6 control
     6 stirred
     6 drummer
     6 silver
     6 torches
     6 channel
     6 built
     6 trembling
     6 thinking
     6 sprang
     6 canals
     6 became
     6 squat
     6 bank
     6 blew
     6 swinging
     6 peace
     6 snarled
     6 lines
     6 blazed
     6 condemned
     6 sensed
     6 robe
     6 happy
     6 real
     6 excitement
     6 hail
     6 sea-bottom
     6 rather
     6 wolves
     6 key
     6 worn
     6 carrion
     6 later
     6 hissing
     6 screamed
     6 daughter
     6 captain
     6 means
     6 torchlight
     6 fixed
     6 frightened
     6 cheeks
     6 aft
     6 sighed
     6 course
     6 laid
     6 none
     6 pool
     6 mere
     6 possessed
     6 hard
     6 swimmer
     6 best
     6 instantly
     6 teeth
     6 reaction
     6 play
     6 scum
     6 ornaments
     6 passion
     6 shout
     6 earth
     6 lighted
     6 slab
     6 faint
     6 listening
     6 war
     6 blazing
     6 mercy
     6 opened
     6 added
     6 breeze
     6 terror
     6 attention
     6 grim
     6 warm
     6 horizon
     6 rabble
     6 ledge
     6 gesture
     6 hole
     6 darted
     6 appeared
     6 upper
     6 covered
     6 knees
     6 objects
     6 gently
     6 remain
     5 greeting
     5 sweating
     5 heavily
     5 naram
     5 web
     5 driven
     5 third
     5 plain
     5 higher
     5 four
     5 running
     5 slew
     5 mysterious
     5 balcony
     5 brother
     5 continued
     5 extra-sensory
     5 lying
     5 pleasant
     5 awful
     5 sounds
     5 ugly
     5 kilt
     5 sometimes
     5 meet
     5 liked
     5 craft
     5 sank
     5 shun
     5 trader
     5 heels
     5 chuckled
     5 forth
     5 apart
     5 chamberlain
     5 ignorance
     5 wailed
     5 nature
     5 race
     5 bar
     5 lords
     5 glimpsed
     5 fortunately
     5 lover
     5 wished
     5 reminded
     5 care
     5 arm
     5 daring
     5 grin
     5 lived
     5 elements
     5 council
     5 unfamiliar
     5 shackles
     5 crushed
     5 alarm
     5 veiled
     5 pale
     5 doom
     5 vortex
     5 story
     5 beneath
     5 moving
     5 solid
     5 point
     5 trap
     5 voyage
     5 nearly
     5 hatred
     5 either
     5 agreed
     5 tiller
     5 sister
     5 barrier
     5 calm
     5 whom
     5 yours
     5 recognize
     5 dragon
     5 port
     5 pass
     5 mental
     5 bonds
     5 rolled
     5 murmured
     5 quick
     5 possible
     5 withdrawn
     5 sheath
     5 fists
     5 barrakesh
     5 steady
     5 ordered
     5 enemies
     5 sit
     5 stern
     5 crouching
     5 galleries
     5 easy
     5 greater
     5 guess
     5 erect
     5 halfling
     5 stretched
     5 mean
     5 gift
     5 studied
     5 bit
     5 hooded
     5 naked
     5 faced
     5 afternoon
     5 beard
     5 marked
     5 knelt
     5 causeway
     5 watch
     5 stunned
     5 laugh
     5 unless
     5 waters
     5 climbed
     5 phobos
     5 panting
     5 saved
     5 opening
     5 wrath
     5 eery
     5 dull
     5 fires
     5 crack
     5 sensation
     5 understood
     5 thoughts
     5 peoples
     5 shivered
     5 love
     5 docks
     5 sell
     5 wouldn
     5 valuable
     5 hardly
     5 canal
     5 guided
     5 loose
     5 born
     5 stripped
     5 using
     5 glad
     5 echoed
     5 corner
     5 coast
     5 unknown
     5 gained
     5 shaking
     5 instead
     5 gripped
     5 noticed
     5 crime
     5 sunset
     5 raise
     5 completely
     5 gleaming
     5 greed
     4 gray
     4 crest
     4 cool
     4 sink
     4 show
     4 handling
     4 surprise
     4 thickly
     4 leader
     4 cowled
     4 drinking
     4 foot
     4 doorway
     4 listened
     4 cliff
     4 wanting
     4 thrown
     4 gate
     4 destroyed
     4 towers
     4 endless
     4 chair
     4 supple
     4 struggled
     4 grown
     4 demanded
     4 incredibly
     4 taut
     4 lamplight
     4 delicate
     4 snarl
     4 silently
     4 sea-kings
     4 fact
     4 cast
     4 defenses
     4 laughing
     4 pounding
     4 racing
     4 alliance
     4 stammered
     4 vanished
     4 shields
     4 nevertheless
     4 brooded
     4 winds
     4 shackled
     4 exhaustion
     4 meaning
     4 north
     4 round
     4 spark
     4 cell
     4 ophidian
     4 bottle
     4 rid
     4 rare
     4 harshly
     4 searching
     4 grasp
     4 lorn
     4 beauty
     4 certain
     4 asking
     4 interest
     4 doors
     4 empire
     4 stare
     4 kingdom
     4 slain
     4 wonderful
     4 ignorant
     4 everything
     4 business
     4 speaking
     4 snarling
     4 grip
     4 mine
     4 pleading
     4 warned
     4 escort
     4 gasping
     4 upward
     4 tear
     4 dreamed
     4 study
     4 ages
     4 invader
     4 mass
     4 carven
     4 getting
     4 faltered
     4 attempt
     4 creature
     4 bones
     4 central
     4 awe
     4 outer
     4 brief
     4 allowed
     4 ballistas
     4 stillness
     4 breed
     4 masthead
     4 ruddy
     4 fools
     4 surf
     4 breathe
     4 hauberk
     4 grotto
     4 queer
     4 bow
     4 clearly
     4 condition
     4 walking
     4 honor
     4 shore
     4 shouts
     4 ground
     4 wharfside
     4 spy
     4 protested
     4 obeyed
     4 pull
     4 game
     4 mailed
     4 drove
     4 amid
     4 supposed
     4 balance
     4 searing
     4 crossed
     4 bought
     4 soul
     4 hostage
     4 ecstasy
     4 loathing
     4 bench
     4 giving
     4 everyone
     4 rustle
     4 lift
     4 ear
     4 country
     4 torch
     4 harps
     4 abruptly
     4 natural
     4 mingled
     4 deadly
     4 talking
     4 mirage
     4 wearing
     4 turning
     4 freed
     4 swept
     4 length
     4 iron
     4 neck
     4 reach
     4 remembering
     4 tide
     4 wave
     4 protect
     4 electric
     4 cloudy
     4 song
     4 quietly
     4 crush
     4 west
     4 taint
     4 rapped
     4 received
     4 next
     4 looped
     4 strangely
     4 hiding
     4 howling
     4 settled
     4 sigh
     4 gun
     4 crazy
     4 greatest
     4 rough
     4 hid
     4 pleasure
     4 hesitated
     4 battle
     4 flickering
     4 quivering
     4 clamor
     4 fallen
     4 golden
     4 tension
     4 especially
     4 scrambled
     4 catch
     4 angry
     4 labored
     4 oar-bank
     4 despite
     4 queen
     4 oldest
     4 hoarse
     4 harm
     4 guarded
     4 thin
     4 cruel
     4 smoky
     4 cracked
     4 birds
     4 worked
     4 lonely
     4 bellowed
     4 dagger
     4 price
     4 fine
     4 hunted
     4 prisms
     4 line
     4 emotion
     4 giant
     4 knowing
     4 sickly
     4 tears
     4 bore
     4 bilges
     4 bundle
     4 barred
     4 pity
     4 blue
     4 crumbling
     4 subject
     4 inward
     4 phosphorescence
     4 greet
     4 heat
     4 soil
     4 case
     4 safely
     4 ringing
     4 quickened
     4 demon
     4 rested
     4 memories
     4 work
     4 possess
     4 speech
     4 conscious
     4 command
     4 hoi
     4 often
     4 weariness
     4 believed
     4 orders
     4 spread
     4 freedom
     4 apparently
     4 ready
     4 echoes
     4 level
     4 rushed
     4 useless
     4 daylight
     4 change
     4 glowed
     4 ask
     4 impossible
     4 seem
     4 clung
     4 paid
     4 buried
     4 sides
     4 war-galley
     4 swore
     3 motionless
     3 oath
     3 ruler
     3 lies
     3 finality
     3 owned
     3 stair
     3 pearl
     3 strangeness
     3 yellow
     3 stained
     3 flew
     3 sailor
     3 twisted
     3 brilliant
     3 thunder
     3 enter
     3 plan
     3 groan
     3 ho
     3 staggered
     3 blast
     3 pulsing
     3 bare
     3 corridors
     3 astonished
     3 spilled
     3 nervous
     3 snorted
     3 towering
     3 tunic
     3 jeering
     3 mouths
     3 buildings
     3 bed
     3 branded
     3 lend
     3 sullen
     3 rapid
     3 tense
     3 order
     3 pathway
     3 hark
     3 plans
     3 smoke
     3 strongly
     3 bone
     3 shed
     3 velvet
     3 sake
     3 mountains
     3 rocky
     3 village
     3 smoothly
     3 neither
     3 grasping
     3 ached
     3 captive
     3 armed
     3 behold
     3 archaeologist
     3 merely
     3 legends
     3 respect
     3 habit
     3 playing
     3 flickered
     3 contemptuously
     3 desperation
     3 mutiny
     3 blows
     3 sibilant
     3 reluctantly
     3 swarmed
     3 discovered
     3 hung
     3 powerful
     3 worse
     3 sharp
     3 alleys
     3 sharply
     3 halls
     3 form
     3 windows
     3 veins
     3 number
     3 undo
     3 hut
     3 pressure
     3 admit
     3 lied
     3 foxhole
     3 furious
     3 gentle
     3 cowl
     3 parley
     3 twice
     3 saluted
     3 whirl
     3 grunted
     3 pushing
     3 doesn
     3 wicked
     3 sympathy
     3 sunlight
     3 booming
     3 sudden
     3 kiss
     3 mighty
     3 figures
     3 directly
     3 blowing
     3 cloaked
     3 corpulent
     3 hide
     3 sweeping
     3 fled
     3 threw
     3 hateful
     3 chosen
     3 mystery
     3 sad
     3 symbols
     3 desperately
     3 bowing
     3 mooring
     3 release
     3 snake
     3 energy
     3 loomed
     3 fist
     3 shuddered
     3 galleys
     3 longship
     3 facing
     3 healing
     3 godlike
     3 altar
     3 movement
     3 ease
     3 helm
     3 louder
     3 pleased
     3 sovereign
     3 examining
     3 loyalty
     3 hearing
     3 brutal
     3 inscription
     3 thanks
     3 clashed
     3 succeeded
     3 bars
     3 gallery
     3 captured
     3 glided
     3 worlds
     3 thought-voice
     3 pretend
     3 savagely
     3 beamed
     3 explanation
     3 fashioned
     3 passage
     3 judgment
     3 furiously
     3 lowered
     3 echo
     3 vengeance
     3 flushed
     3 somewhat
     3 myself
     3 weird
     3 youth
     3 smaller
     3 says
     3 voiced
     3 looter
     3 quivered
     3 shrewdly
     3 dazed
     3 developed
     3 minute
     3 lose
     3 milky
     3 surrounded
     3 joined
     3 interrupted
     3 mockingly
     3 cloud
     3 catastrophe
     3 spirit
     3 impregnable
     3 attacked
     3 shake
     3 times
     3 wench
     3 threshold
     3 steadily
     3 seeing
     3 ashore
     3 obey
     3 finish
     3 patrol
     3 drunk
     3 echoing
     3 climbing
     3 devices
     3 secrets
     3 cities
     3 drifted
     3 icy
     3 huge
     3 infinite
     3 hungry
     3 tools
     3 hill
     3 wailing
     3 basin
     3 hard-bitten
     3 wrong
     3 pulsed
     3 mocking
     3 whirled
     3 split
     3 gathering
     3 nerve
     3 walled
     3 redeem
     3 astonishing
     3 gleamed
     3 herself
     3 stands
     3 steep
     3 flung
     3 needed
     3 trembled
     3 hellcat
     3 leaning
     3 changed
     3 mirth
     3 anyone
     3 pillars
     3 ram
     3 sweet
     3 stool
     3 uncanny
     3 bitterly
     3 advanced
     3 fishing
     3 atom
     3 awoke
     3 tremendous
     3 casually
     3 reefs
     3 fate
     3 flying
     3 snatched
     3 property
     3 mist
     3 growled
     3 wake
     3 towered
     3 begin
     3 likely
     3 unreality
     3 spell
     3 escape
     3 redeemed
     3 liking
     3 besides
     3 beam
     3 flashed
     3 gagged
     3 terms
     3 nothingness
     3 raced
     3 afterdeck
     3 bled
     3 deception
     3 tubes
     3 shot
     3 rise
     3 kingdoms
     3 fingered
     3 edge
     3 handsome
     3 hadn
     3 jealously
     3 lightning
     3 muffled
     3 crafty
     3 lot
     3 pointed
     3 hypnotic
     3 taste
     3 planet
     3 gives
     3 stubbornly
     3 widened
     3 choked
     3 astern
     3 superhuman
     3 trickled
     3 poor
     3 smiling
     3 pouring
     3 farewell
     3 dizzy
     3 kissed
     3 raged
     3 young
     3 luminous
     3 anyway
     3 shaped
     3 insolence
     3 argument
     3 mask
     3 biggest
     3 pick
     3 drained
     3 angrily
     3 marble
     3 odd
     3 closing
     3 brand
     3 isn
     3 places
     3 sailed
     3 rhythm
     3 trick
     3 yards
     3 roar
     3 couldn
     3 truly
     3 twisting
     3 home
     3 hammering
     3 strain
     3 become
     3 discovery
     3 accursed
     3 chose
     3 skill
     3 rods
     3 scarred
     3 hastily
     3 swayed
     3 deny
     3 shaft
     3 finished
     3 recognized
     3 bird
     3 races
     3 reasons
     3 perilous
     3 krypton-lamp
     3 knocked
     3 skin
     3 covering
     3 clever
     3 handle
     3 doubtful
     3 dreadful
     3 benches
     3 till
     3 deeply
     3 estuary
     3 cloth
     3 fascinated
     3 furred
     3 rich
     3 shuddering
     3 vaguely
     3 spot
     3 protest
     3 savage
     3 controlled
     3 rustling
     3 path
     3 advantage
     3 painful
     3 parted
     3 altogether
     3 convince
     3 robbed
     3 joy
     3 undertone
     3 mounted
     3 tawny
     3 spawn
     3 plunging
     3 marched
     3 realization
     3 drank
     3 chilling
     3 unmoving
     3 purpose
     3 draw
     3 lovely
     3 five
     3 puzzlement
     3 strokes
     3 town
     3 helped
     3 oppressed
     3 mark
     3 hypnosis
     2 xvii
     2 warriors
     2 impersonal
     2 xix
     2 splitting
     2 lack
     2 fresh
     2 gather
     2 ghost
     2 triumph
     2 deimos
     2 hesitation
     2 feasting
     2 stiffly
     2 seconds
     2 atoms
     2 referred
     2 protected
     2 dug
     2 flashing
     2 relief
     2 object
     2 tribesman
     2 bad
     2 clamped
     2 splintered
     2 horrible
     2 foreign
     2 closely
     2 musky
     2 shudder
     2 conquered
     2 knife
     2 sick
     2 attend
     2 imperious
     2 luck
     2 striding
     2 risen
     2 dimness
     2 leading
     2 belaying
     2 sighted
     2 act
     2 stolen
     2 flinging
     2 shelter
     2 withered
     2 understanding
     2 bowmen
     2 concerning
     2 apprehension
     2 hostile
     2 infinities
     2 fortune
     2 writhing
     2 frank
     2 law
     2 convicted
     2 regained
     2 drumbeat
     2 depressed
     2 enormous
     2 hasn
     2 miss
     2 purely
     2 flayed
     2 symbol
     2 fears
     2 waterfront
     2 concealed
     2 stocks
     2 arrogant
     2 sphere
     2 eternal
     2 kind
     2 flamed
     2 jest
     2 send
     2 thrusting
     2 shielded
     2 fervent
     2 lashed
     2 thundered
     2 loudly
     2 choking
     2 torchlit
     2 seamen
     2 heed
     2 shrieking
     2 bargain
     2 iii
     2 stayed
     2 shrank
     2 rim
     2 sweep
     2 lookout
     2 pasture
     2 convinced
     2 sand
     2 defense
     2 shrewd
     2 plenty
     2 attitude
     2 akin
     2 quieted
     2 elfin
     2 sunrise
     2 withstand
     2 snatch
     2 glass
     2 squeezed
     2 certainly
     2 fey
     2 xiv
     2 carefully
     2 suffering
     2 climax
     2 bells
     2 smoldering
     2 detected
     2 exhausted
     2 rapidly
     2 disappeared
     2 scattering
     2 intense
     2 bending
     2 ordinary
     2 treasury
     2 lower
     2 foam
     2 wolf-eyes
     2 interests
     2 uneasily
     2 occurred
     2 loud
     2 stir
     2 manner
     2 ripple
     2 stabbed
     2 curve
     2 guide
     2 choice
     2 desolate
     2 polished
     2 devils
     2 scales
     2 plunged
     2 lordly
     2 xx
     2 bite
     2 cunning
     2 chief
     2 vanish
     2 overwhelming
     2 candle
     2 ah
     2 lighting
     2 rocked
     2 banner
     2 having
     2 mess
     2 caring
     2 pay
     2 damp
     2 banquet
     2 rush
     2 incomprehensible
     2 stronger
     2 fierce
     2 join
     2 steeled
     2 unshackled
     2 outcast
     2 dangerous
     2 glared
     2 tremble
     2 dripping
     2 matt
     2 tossed
     2 quavered
     2 groping
     2 xiii
     2 watches
     2 uttered
     2 pleaded
     2 summit
     2 careless
     2 warrior
     2 gnawed
     2 honestly
     2 grant
     2 infinitely
     2 minutes
     2 weals
     2 grabbed
     2 dip
     2 mocked
     2 scars
     2 idiot
     2 greenish
     2 entrance
     2 gliding
     2 obviously
     2 armada
     2 intervene
     2 picking
     2 eye
     2 bade
     2 killing
     2 necessity
     2 wrenched
     2 pace
     2 swords
     2 knee
     2 glistened
     2 helpless
     2 grace
     2 swear
     2 center
     2 slipped
     2 dwell
     2 pursuers
     2 submit
     2 sciences
     2 sombre
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     2 kan
     2 wood
     2 dampness
     2 claws
     2 blankness
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     2 doubly
     2 easily
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     2 pounded
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     2 beast
     2 staggering
     2 arranged
     2 begs
     2 showing
     2 drive
     2 interior
     2 mistaken
     2 buy
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     2 doomed
     2 battles
     2 lasted
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     2 pushed
     2 explain
     2 measured
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     2 bucket
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     2 primal
     2 formed
     2 chill
     2 purple
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     2 examine
     2 rowing
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     2 manners
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     2 worries
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     2 fitted
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     2 promise
     2 greedy
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     2 however
     2 grow
     2 mission
     2 rooms
     2 scowling
     2 decision
     2 overawe
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     2 muscles
     2 stride
     2 crawling
     2 glimpse
     2 citadel
     2 private
     2 forged
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     2 future
     2 produced
     2 tight
     2 overhead
     2 teaching
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     2 superstitious
     2 pardon
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     2 approached
     2 food
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     2 flowed
     2 asleep
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     2 prison
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     2 sinews
     2 link
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     2 urgent
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     2 pretending
     2 noon
     2 written
     2 wear
     2 perfectly
     2 straightened
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     2 spring
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     2 spear
     2 etched
     2 inwardly
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     2 desire
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     2 accept
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     2 sandal
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     2 courage
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     2 treason
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     2 size
     2 tunnel
     2 safety
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     2 instant
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     2 loses
     2 whistle
     2 waxing
     2 highest
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     2 earth-man
     2 blackness
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     2 feared
     2 pupils
     2 privilege
     2 descended
     2 yelled
     2 strained
     2 belonged
     2 lounging
     2 shown
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     2 trust
     2 strove
     2 terrifying
     2 tenderness
     2 favorite
     2 fiercely
     2 farther
     2 loaded
     2 trouble
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     2 failed
     2 depths
     2 fish
     2 suspicion
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     2 steely
     2 accusation
     2 evening
     2 spat
     2 burden
     2 eagerness
     2 wire
     2 learning
     2 rushing
     2 male
     2 lest
     2 motes
     2 stealing
     2 doing
     2 deliberately
     2 ourselves
     2 poles
     2 tightening
     2 threat
     2 bulkhead
     2 breathless
     2 gripping
     2 magnificent
     2 becoming
     2 scholar
     2 cloths
     2 stretching
     2 released
     2 poised
     2 regain
     2 vixen
     2 prisoner
     2 blame
     2 smoking
     2 frantically
     2 uncomfortably
     2 twitched
     2 figureheads
     2 conceal
     2 cushions
     2 mutter
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     2 dreaming
     2 riding
     2 revulsion
     2 prisoned
     2 account
     2 rules
     2 unsteady
     2 torment
     2 sceptre
     2 poured
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     2 anxiety
     2 features
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     2 goes
     2 notice
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     2 aloft
     2 groaning
     2 dropping
     2 satisfy
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     2 viii
     2 butt
     2 ignored
     2 swine
     2 breathing
     2 wavered
     2 regret
     2 scream
     2 opportunity
     2 stumbled
     2 vi
     2 thil
     2 instrument
     2 unseen
     2 lithe
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     2 innocent
     2 breasts
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     2 convict
     2 punishment
     2 suck
     2 tempted
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     2 flicker
     2 space-time
     2 disturbed
     2 glimmering
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     2 hundreds
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     2 storm
     2 misery
     2 exploited
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     2 horn
     2 flight
     2 braced
     2 eagles
     2 hooked
     2 screaming
     2 coffin
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     2 making
     2 probably
     2 ranks
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     2 spreading
     2 choose
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     2 ragged
     2 function
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     2 society
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     2 pregnant
     2 colors
     2 studying
     2 alienage
     2 ironically
     2 locks
     2 blurred
     2 request
     2 honest
     2 thrill
     2 beasts
     2 muttering
     2 halted
     2 belt-pouch
     2 gloried
     2 row
     2 roused
     2 carved
     2 fade
     2 weakness
     2 road
     2 whimper
     2 hint
     2 practiced
     2 lain
     2 examined
     2 instinctively
     2 rathole
     2 wrists
     2 lion
     2 huskily
     2 glare
     2 grassy
     2 harnesses
     2 crimson
     2 proved
     2 breaking
     2 shrouded
     2 madam
     2 electro-sensitive
     2 throbbed
     2 rigging
     2 caused
     2 panted
     2 rolling
     2 aren
     2 cheer
     2 rows
     2 fun
     2 extrasensory
     2 dealt
     2 floated
     2 nine
     2 outwardly
     2 globe
     2 lashing
     2 mirthlessly
     2 demanding
     2 darting
     2 corners
     2 salt-sweet
     2 loosened
     2 filling
     2 false
     2 threatened
     2 belly
     2 halo
     2 grinned
     2 dominate
     2 gain
     2 wholly
     2 consciousness
     2 conflicting
     2 noise
     2 robed
     2 spade
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     2 ended
     2 swam
     2 front
     2 hailed
     2 gyves
     2 police
     2 occasionally
     2 sail
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     2 river
     2 atop
     2 hammered
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     2 ankles
     2 pointing
     2 ceased
     2 marshland
     2 relentless
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     1 mighty
     1 ounce
     1 volts
     1 shouted
     1 flesh
     1 shamed
     1 picking
     1 keeping
     1 western
     1 surging
     1 weakened
     1 colored
     1 electro-vibrator
     1 clicks
     1 baffled
     1 mention
     1 pace
     1 hide
     1 quays
     1 answered
     1 waiting
     1 build
     1 acid-etched
     1 perception
     1 garment
     1 shorts
     1 swear
     1 everything
     1 center
     1 countless
     1 threw
     1 business
     1 speaking
     1 control
     1 colossus
     1 complete
     1 frowning
     1 below
     1 speak
     1 sad
     1 humble
     1 strangling
     1 screens
     1 radiations
     1 easily
     1 hides
     1 weak
     1 oh
     1 anybody
     1 lifting
     1 honey-brown
     1 symptoms
     1 high-pitched
     1 impinging
     1 taller
     1 quicker
     1 proper
     1 mouth
     1 slight
     1 reputation
     1 dead
     1 chill
     1 daring
     1 grin
     1 blinding
     1 urgency
     1 answer
     1 slim
     1 barbarian
     1 ease
     1 sonorous
     1 bones
     1 stones
     1 trembling
     1 burned
     1 radiance
     1 forgot
     1 reel
     1 unfamiliar
     1 acquaintance
     1 heaven
     1 fall
     1 thoughtful
     1 angel
     1 hearing
     1 corselet
     1 thanks
     1 wormed
     1 aiding
     1 pieces
     1 sum
     1 cushioning
     1 decision
     1 bounced
     1 shadow
     1 muscles
     1 crawling
     1 hemmed
     1 thousand
     1 direction
     1 wind-pitted
     1 merchandise
     1 signed
     1 exactly
     1 eh
     1 sharpened
     1 companions
     1 sat
     1 gasped
     1 rays
     1 approached
     1 savagely
     1 raw
     1 similar
     1 regeneration
     1 sons
     1 intently
     1 given
     1 good-by
     1 broke
     1 brusquely
     1 slid
     1 filtered
     1 there'll
     1 dislodged
     1 tugging
     1 lowered
     1 feelingly
     1 suppose
     1 echo
     1 gap
     1 veiled
     1 temper
     1 watched
     1 written
     1 wonderingly
     1 endured
     1 warn
     1 led
     1 tearing
     1 track
     1 condition
     1 depends
     1 goodly
     1 done
     1 desolation
     1 broad
     1 wince
     1 moon-cast
     1 steps
     1 mated
     1 press
     1 believe
     1 quivered
     1 slimness
     1 fragments
     1 influence
     1 hardened
     1 tors
     1 cried
     1 forehead
     1 pinned
     1 trap
     1 obeyed
     1 pull
     1 electro-magnet
     1 briefly
     1 irishman's
     1 while
     1 dazed
     1 held
     1 soundly
     1 strapped
     1 finally
     1 joined
     1 enmeshed
     1 cupped
     1 flare
     1 simplicity
     1 jutting
     1 walked
     1 half-drawn
     1 closer
     1 dials
     1 relaxation
     1 archaeology
     1 snarled
     1 proton
     1 blank
     1 enough
     1 modern
     1 lines
     1 amusement
     1 jangle
     1 carry
     1 disarmed
     1 tube
     1 dealing
     1 cradled
     1 lads
     1 brought
     1 folk
     1 flush
     1 lap
     1 spying
     1 times
     1 nearer
     1 soul
     1 it'll
     1 answers
     1 perplexed
     1 reddish
     1 strained
     1 trust
     1 wild
     1 angel's
     1 seeing
     1 half-hour
     1 semicircle
     1 matter
     1 source
     1 processes
     1 failed
     1 watchers
     1 disquieting
     1 really
     1 scuff
     1 pillowed
     1 win
     1 better
     1 radio-active
     1 yours
     1 daze
     1 saying
     1 tightly
     1 kneeling
     1 ruling
     1 vast
     1 eagerness
     1 real
     1 streak
     1 skirted
     1 realizing
     1 expression
     1 grudging
     1 icy
     1 eventually
     1 aquiver
     1 jumble
     1 shut
     1 if-wait
     1 peak
     1 couch
     1 nasty
     1 thumbs
     1 excitement
     1 spurred
     1 poles
     1 colleen
     1 strains
     1 streets
     1 batteries
     1 elsewhere
     1 grateful
     1 parched
     1 kilts
     1 sport
     1 wind-worn
     1 flexing
     1 mingled
     1 tools
     1 spurted
     1 cavalcade
     1 worn
     1 hill
     1 majestic
     1 near
     1 woke
     1 crushing
     1 deserting
     1 unseeing
     1 planned
     1 snapping
     1 diary
     1 quick
     1 questions
     1 wasn't
     1 soaked
     1 ink-black
     1 quiescent
     1 tuning
     1 hypnotism
     1 later
     1 kept
     1 length
     1 poured
     1 gorgeous
     1 iron
     1 agony
     1 kicked
     1 shimmer
     1 group
     1 soon
     1 dislike
     1 reach
     1 patience
     1 violence
     1 cells
     1 vibration
     1 wavered
     1 permitted
     1 post-hypnosis
     1 hunch
     1 lithe
     1 flung
     1 flier
     1 electric
     1 father
     1 cloudy
     1 obeying
     1 beat
     1 marks
     1 ten
     1 eager
     1 cat-footed
     1 crumpled
     1 stop
     1 information
     1 waist
     1 rubble-choked
     1 insane
     1 lifetime
     1 clatter
     1 upon
     1 archway
     1 nebulous
     1 means
     1 screaming
     1 gamma
     1 smallness
     1 sonic-vibrator
     1 west
     1 hazel
     1 atom
     1 perplexity
     1 bell
     1 flat
     1 misty
     1 casually
     1 decided
     1 harness
     1 paper
     1 frightened
     1 concealing
     1 venus
     1 spreading
     1 cheeks
     1 springing
     1 eat
     1 shouting
     1 queenly
     1 impression
     1 constant
     1 growled
     1 strangely
     1 towered
     1 sidetracked
     1 else
     1 hiding
     1 forced
     1 sighed
     1 settled
     1 ordered
     1 spell
     1 brave
     1 tilled
     1 filters
     1 jaw
     1 posts
     1 glanced
     1 gaudy
     1 principle
     1 nobody
     1 uninvited
     1 soft
     1 halted
     1 crazy
     1 belt-pouch
     1 none
     1 isn't
     1 indecision
     1 peacefully
     1 weakness
     1 flashed
     1 air
     1 lain
     1 hid
     1 copper
     1 bloodstream
     1 atlantis
     1 pouch
     1 hesitated
     1 impulse
     1 corridor
     1 dialects
     1 quivering
     1 deepening
     1 dizzily
     1 proved
     1 gorgeousness
     1 best
     1 aloud
     1 bared
     1 clamor
     1 folded
     1 tubes
     1 galleries
     1 shot
     1 camp
     1 easy
     1 rise
     1 caused
     1 dial
     1 skin-curtained
     1 adoration
     1 fairness
     1 guess
     1 fingertips
     1 instantly
     1 vacuum
     1 trespassing
     1 globe
     1 showed
     1 apparatus
     1 dying
     1 brown-haired
     1 flinching
     1 days
     1 agonized
     1 muffled
     1 boxes
     1 shooting
     1 words
     1 alongside
     1 mattered
     1 agonizing
     1 queen
     1 duly
     1 mentioned
     1 yielded
     1 lot
     1 notion
     1 mean
     1 fading
     1 harm
     1 planet
     1 search
     1 trying
     1 guarded
     1 obstinate
     1 competition
     1 combined
     1 thin
     1 consciousness
     1 conflicting
     1 slack
     1 imagine
     1 cracked
     1 elbows
     1 bit
     1 goal
     1 bellowed
     1 price
     1 bombs
     1 fine
     1 inland
     1 utterly
     1 watch
     1 think
     1 dealer
     1 horse
     1 drenched
     1 hammered
     1 kissed
     1 rage
     1 line
     1 raged
     1 someone's
     1 pointing
     1 dais
     1 laugh
     1 difficult
     1 old
     1 forbidden
     1 shunned
     1 high-arched
     1 heartbeats
     1 privation
     1 cramped
     1 sun-brown
     1 shyly
     1 mask
     1 forty
     1 pressed
     1 listening
     1 war
     1 pig
     1 fork
     1 blundered
     1 transfigured
     1 thinned
     1 artificially
     1 well-worn
     1 mirthless
     1 winding
     1 morning
     1 angrily
     1 marble
     1 extend
     1 waterless
     1 inward
     1 odd
     1 sunshine
     1 system
     1 uncertain
     1 guardianship
     1 stand
     1 boudoir
     1 lifted
     1 grimly
     1 retrieved
     1 heat
     1 rank
     1 underfoot
     1 sandal-hollowed
     1 startlement
     1 clockwise
     1 we're
     1 safely
     1 surface
     1 blow
     1 vitality
     1 invincible
     1 lesser
     1 ringing
     1 touched
     1 east
     1 english
     1 stared
     1 understood
     1 vitalized
     1 letting
     1 surge
     1 home
     1 branching
     1 provided
     1 force
     1 awake
     1 martian's
     1 clank
     1 careful
     1 several
     1 rubidium
     1 believing
     1 swish
     1 blouse
     1 enraged
     1 mechanical
     1 work
     1 each
     1 thong
     1 wish
     1 loosed
     1 attention
     1 reeled
     1 clanging
     1 sagged
     1 tough
     1 thudding
     1 valuable
     1 hardly
     1 joyous
     1 wooded
     1 daughters
     1 operates
     1 tonight
     1 skin
     1 grim
     1 swelled
     1 avoid
     1 generators
     1 warm
     1 groaned
     1 miniature
     1 handle
     1 equipment
     1 paling
     1 bandaged
     1 sun-stroke
     1 storage
     1 deigned
     1 pitch
     1 suit
     1 deep
     1 horizon
     1 guided
     1 remembered
     1 vision
     1 guns
     1 worship
     1 hour
     1 ruptured
     1 fault
     1 shuddering
     1 yet
     1 friends
     1 coward
     1 scut
     1 controls
     1 fail
     1 eardrums
     1 women
     1 metal-leaf
     1 reflected
     1 path
     1 using
     1 ever
     1 half-defined
     1 gods
     1 tone
     1 bullets
     1 treasure'
     1 dressed
     1 echoed
     1 stony
     1 echoes
     1 bemused
     1 level
     1 blessed
     1 blunder
     1 cushioned
     1 captives
     1 corner
     1 mother
     1 dust
     1 calculations
     1 glitter
     1 looks
     1 swarthy
     1 quickly
     1 shrilling
     1 defile
     1 thirty
     1 realize
     1 sold
     1 machine
     1 manipulating
     1 realization
     1 vibrated
     1 bigger
     1 half-remembered
     1 gripped
     1 uncaring
     1 curtly
     1 torn
     1 wiry
     1 stepped
     1 wore
     1 purpose
     1 sandals
     1 heavy
     1 headed
     1 that'll
     1 sang
     1 gently
     1 tell
     1 stiffened
     1 massive
     1 earnestly
     1 sunset
     1 topped
     1 fired
     1 speeding
     1 completely
     1 short
     1 door
     1 nursing
     1 taboo
     1 sides
     1 spots
     1 anything
     1 defiance
     1 immune
     1 brown
     1 quarter
     1 automaton
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  597 the
     445 and
     395 i
     280 of
     212 a
     167 to
     158 was
     148 it
     143 in
     111 my
     107 his
     105 me
     103 you
     99 her
     98 he
     98 that
     88 on
     82 with
     71 she
     71 had
     71 but
     66 they
     59 like
     52 at
     49 them
     46 there
     46 for
     45 from
     45 eyes
     44 all
     44 didn't
     44 out
     43 were
     39 could
     39 into
     38 back
     38 still
     37 said
     36 as
     35 time
     35 then
     34 what
     34 have
     33 no
     33 not
     32 him
     32 know
     31 cloud
     31 we
     30 up
     29 any
     29 is
     28 be
     27 don't
     27 when
     27 went
     26 see
     26 or
     26 why
     26 so
     26 now
     26 one
     25 thought
     25 beyond
     24 just
     24 afraid
     24 virgie
     24 shirina
     23 jupiter
     23 knew
     23 their
     23 over
     22 go
     22 did
     22 mind
     22 human
     22 dead
     22 around
     21 only
     21 flack
     21 down
     21 it's
     21 through
     21 came
     21 this
     20 man
     20 looked
     20 missy
     20 queen
     19 i'm
     19 your
     19 long
     19 veil
     18 black
     18 about
     18 thinking
     18 gallery
     18 space
     18 because
     18 astellar
     18 us
     18 people
     18 never
     18 way
     17 an
     17 where
     17 off
     17 girl
     17 face
     17 little
     17 again
     17 things
     17 light
     17 first
     16 even
     16 away
     16 under
     16 martian
     16 do
     16 saw
     16 its
     16 than
     16 ship
     16 stevie
     16 couldn't
     15 ran
     15 dark
     15 got
     15 been
     14 can
     14 something
     14 hair
     14 if
     14 how
     14 life
     14 locket
     14 slowly
     14 red
     14 aura
     14 before
     13 turned
     13 cold
     13 own
     13 held
     13 would
     13 much
     13 golden
     13 old
     13 are
     13 three
     12 gone
     12 that's
     12 brad
     12 some
     12 remember
     12 men
     12 stopped
     12 can't
     12 thing
     12 going
     12 x-crystals
     12 want
     12 look
     12 think
     12 head
     12 years
     11 behind
     11 you're
     11 baby
     11 feet
     11 crystals
     11 belt
     11 hands
     11 green
     11 voice
     11 made
     11 nothing
     11 between
     11 across
     10 without
     10 more
     10 mine
     10 heart
     10 blood
     10 shirina's
     10 touch
     10 pale
     10 walked
     10 by
     10 die
     10 against
     10 lot
     10 young
     10 skin
     10 anything
     9 come
     9 wouldn't
     9 has
     9 lay
     9 place
     9 beside
     9 silver
     9 dimension
     9 alive
     9 laughed
     9 soul
     9 our
     9 there's
     9 last
     9 another
     9 suddenly
     9 smiling
     9 hadn't
     9 i'd
     9 ever
     8 hear
     8 sand
     8 wanted
     8 hall
     8 judas
     8 you'll
     8 power
     8 care
     8 together
     8 let
     8 dreams
     8 goat
     8 enough
     8 matter
     8 get
     8 who
     8 bodies
     8 stop
     8 hundred
     8 world
     8 open
     8 thoughts
     8 feel
     8 felt
     8 others
     8 floor
     8 looking
     7 arms
     7 white
     7 right
     7 left
     7 heard
     7 toward
     7 hit
     7 somebody
     7 stood
     7 sunlight
     7 half
     7 close
     7 same
     7 broke
     7 put
     7 myself
     7 walking
     7 aren't
     7 holding
     7 crystal
     7 lips
     7 missy's
     7 mars
     7 neck
     7 smiled
     7 other
     7 isn't
     7 too
     7 softly
     7 darkness
     7 faint
     7 blaster
     7 hand
     7 color
     7 tried
     7 ramp
     7 name
     6 gray
     6 death
     6 breath
     6 wide
     6 meet
     6 good
     6 sound
     6 help
     6 flesh
     6 ago
     6 purple
     6 burned
     6 will
     6 sweat
     6 body
     6 drew
     6 pulled
     6 asked
     6 yes
     6 smoke-gray
     6 gold
     6 stone
     6 vibration
     6 after
     6 strong
     6 inside
     6 i've
     6 soft
     6 strange
     6 moonlight
     6 far
     6 such
     6 closed
     6 words
     6 whispered
     6 caught
     6 maybe
     6 opened
     6 force
     6 took
     6 steve
     6 green-eyed
     6 gently
     5 both
     5 running
     5 past
     5 solar
     5 living
     5 strength
     5 seen
     5 died
     5 make
     5 big
     5 being
     5 walk
     5 you'd
     5 sudden
     5 oh
     5 spoke
     5 worlds
     5 raw
     5 here
     5 shining
     5 used
     5 spaceman
     5 fell
     5 she'd
     5 won't
     5 blasted
     5 pulsed
     5 wasn't
     5 spaceport
     5 soon
     5 great
     5 crazy
     5 well
     5 yeah
     5 hard
     5 fear
     5 standing
     5 mean
     5 told
     5 blue
     5 somewhere
     5 we're
     5 deck
     5 might
     5 love
     5 two
     5 virgie's
     5 kid
     5 very
     5 chain
     5 though
     5 longer
     5 found
     5 take
     5 heavy
     4 taken
     4 met
     4 plain
     4 four
     4 fire
     4 fast
     4 those
     4 destroyed
     4 part
     4 sometimes
     4 almost
     4 burning
     4 worth
     4 halls
     4 give
     4 lie
     4 walls
     4 different
     4 glowing
     4 amber
     4 round
     4 pray
     4 until
     4 alien
     4 moved
     4 top
     4 answered
     4 slow
     4 arm
     4 mouth
     4 happened
     4 jekkara
     4 rock
     4 stones
     4 water
     4 named
     4 must
     4 watched
     4 story
     4 doesn't
     4 side
     4 brought
     4 dropped
     4 port
     4 sleep
     4 shut
     4 doing
     4 antennae
     4 god
     4 man's
     4 kept
     4 turn
     4 breathing
     4 someone
     4 crosses
     4 changed
     4 desert
     4 making
     4 mist
     4 stretched
     4 corpse
     4 safe
     4 began
     4 brain
     4 naked
     4 spun
     4 hours
     4 system
     4 touched
     4 minds
     4 each
     4 full
     4 deep
     4 born
     4 yet
     4 day
     4 shook
     4 glowed
     4 clear
     4 stepped
     4 read
     4 humans
     4 burn
     3 web
     3 colonies
     3 he'd
     3 sick
     3 pulsing
     3 leading
     3 harsh
     3 lucifer
     3 picked
     3 understand
     3 end
     3 beautiful
     3 kind
     3 palms
     3 knows
     3 somehow
     3 hurt
     3 loved
     3 polished
     3 makes
     3 cut
     3 gentle
     3 pain
     3 dangerous
     3 hallways
     3 throat
     3 message
     3 perhaps
     3 breast
     3 blowing
     3 contact
     3 doors
     3 wonderful
     3 center
     3 threw
     3 speak
     3 subtle
     3 ships
     3 every
     3 faintly
     3 lived
     3 rocket
     3 silence
     3 you've
     3 raised
     3 kill
     3 queer
     3 echo
     3 led
     3 done
     3 slaughter
     3 moving
     3 names
     3 glow
     3 low
     3 blackness
     3 better
     3 pulse
     3 hope
     3 turning
     3 alone
     3 j
     3 say
     3 kicked
     3 shimmer
     3 remembering
     3 onto
     3 new
     3 beat
     3 ten
     3 passenger
     3 fists
     3 cavern
     3 atom
     3 shimmering
     3 locks
     3 what's
     3 spilling
     3 haven't
     3 none
     3 beam
     3 air
     3 pleasure
     3 crimson
     3 especially
     3 coming
     3 teeth
     3 reason
     3 taste
     3 trying
     3 watch
     3 earth
     3 outside
     3 tears
     3 humanity
     3 blazing
     3 run
     3 sense
     3 memories
     3 rest
     3 started
     3 terror
     3 wish
     3 tower
     3 remembered
     3 bright
     3 sent
     3 controls
     3 women
     3 since
     3 always
     3 tiny
     3 level
     3 knees
     3 once
     3 quiet
     3 five
     3 hypnosis
     3 high
     2 life-force
     2 wheel
     2 rose
     2 already
     2 pearl
     2 yellow
     2 amethyst
     2 set
     2 wonder
     2 saint
     2 hot
     2 age
     2 we'll
     2 shine
     2 refused
     2 curving
     2 metal
     2 gave
     2 move
     2 mouths
     2 brother
     2 sullen
     2 endless
     2 thought-force
     2 they're
     2 extra-sensory
     2 child
     2 pretty
     2 finger
     2 drawing
     2 lying
     2 bone
     2 special
     2 red-brown
     2 weights
     2 sweep
     2 plenty
     2 less
     2 kan's
     2 spacemen
     2 mr
     2 passing
     2 suffering
     2 disappeared
     2 older
     2 racing
     2 auras
     2 except
     2 ripple
     2 curve
     2 broken
     2 dragging
     2 directed
     2 straight
     2 twist
     2 crying
     2 number
     2 brandy
     2 carried
     2 beating
     2 venusian
     2 falling
     2 chamber
     2 electrics
     2 we'd
     2 rare
     2 emerald
     2 chin
     2 authority
     2 beauty
     2 fight
     2 prayer
     2 wrenched
     2 hide
     2 perception
     2 bend
     2 control
     2 itself
     2 wood
     2 low-canal
     2 below
     2 writing
     2 call
     2 easily
     2 comes
     2 release
     2 lifting
     2 clean
     2 nowhere
     2 terrible
     2 pushed
     2 fist
     2 sky
     2 beginning
     2 yanked
     2 family
     2 distance
     2 cinnabar
     2 resemblance
     2 glittering
     2 heaven
     2 whether
     2 depthless
     2 outer
     2 find
     2 year
     2 we've
     2 wind
     2 quite
     2 i'll
     2 inch
     2 tight
     2 weren't
     2 stars
     2 asleep
     2 suppose
     2 tearing
     2 flushed
     2 trip
     2 she's
     2 wife
     2 vortex
     2 broad
     2 believe
     2 afterward
     2 called
     2 cried
     2 venusians
     2 fifty
     2 while
     2 tangible
     2 minute
     2 suns
     2 finally
     2 suffer
     2 try
     2 these
     2 peace
     2 night
     2 ultimate
     2 lines
     2 translucent
     2 stephen
     2 belonged
     2 really
     2 drunk
     2 anymore
     2 tramp
     2 flash
     2 happy
     2 creation
     2 jay
     2 rather
     2 save
     2 simple
     2 deadly
     2 worn
     2 silent
     2 many
     2 wearing
     2 wrong
     2 puzzled
     2 they'd
     2 later
     2 split
     2 cells
     2 stud
     2 scream
     2 difference
     2 sheep
     2 moons
     2 telling
     2 daughter
     2 anyone
     2 space-time
     2 facets
     2 roof
     2 wall
     2 flight
     2 cargo
     2 frightened
     2 crucifix
     2 leathery
     2 choose
     2 grew
     2 middle
     2 else
     2 focus
     2 colors
     2 course
     2 vance
     2 gun
     2 besides
     2 headquarters
     2 carved
     2 mere
     2 presently
     2 galaxies
     2 aboard
     2 madam
     2 chute
     2 current
     2 guess
     2 angry
     2 showed
     2 filled
     2 dying
     2 bunk
     2 mattered
     2 clothing
     2 hypnotic
     2 spent
     2 halo
     2 forget
     2 above
     2 thin
     2 4
     2 noise
     2 universes
     2 tub
     2 fighting
     2 tingling
     2 kissed
     2 stunned
     2 need
     2 does
     2 families
     2 wrapped
     2 unless
     2 kick
     2 luminous
     2 deeper
     2 pressed
     2 bosh
     2 carrying
     2 morning
     2 saved
     2 heat
     2 blow
     2 stared
     2 sane
     2 home
     2 dragon-green
     2 whisky
     2 second
     2 tougher
     2 landing
     2 horror
     2 swayed
     2 finished
     2 smile
     2 outlined
     2 warm
     2 dress
     2 ring
     2 canal
     2 sun
     2 free
     2 hour
     2 loose
     2 jovian
     2 vaguely
     2 friends
     2 radiant
     2 sinned
     2 am
     2 faces
     2 path
     2 hole
     2 freedom
     2 manuscript
     2 easier
     2 stream
     2 covered
     2 slightly
     2 empty
     2 guy
     2 change
     2 familiar
     2 sort
     2 staring
     2 swallow
     2 wore
     2 clung
     2 learn
     2 spaceman's
     2 metals
     2 live
     2 frowned
     2 room
     1 nearest
     1 haste
     1 crest
     1 impersonal
     1 crowding
     1 refitted
     1 peaked
     1 striking
     1 sweating
     1 1
     1 show
     1 bird-soft
     1 fresh
     1 widen
     1 supply
     1 final
     1 surprise
     1 knowledge
     1 danger
     1 lucent
     1 owner
     1 b
     1 liners
     1 teach
     1 job
     1 rainbow
     1 danger-color
     1 dragged
     1 feed-valve
     1 birth
     1 hungry-hound
     1 they'll
     1 wet
     1 twisted
     1 object
     1 brilliant
     1 thunder
     1 bad
     1 dodge
     1 belong
     1 character
     1 enter
     1 scarlet
     1 late
     1 jewel-toned
     1 experiences
     1 foot
     1 husband
     1 sweetness
     1 doorway
     1 tail
     1 fix
     1 meat
     1 rockets
     1 handkerchief
     1 mercury
     1 tribes
     1 bare
     1 wanting
     1 tensed
     1 curdled
     1 swerved
     1 throw
     1 cheek
     1 watching
     1 bonier
     1 instinct
     1 dare
     1 concerning
     1 flame
     1 shatter
     1 wedding
     1 tasting
     1 original
     1 she'll
     1 dirty
     1 passed
     1 flute
     1 inches
     1 officers
     1 angle
     1 ports
     1 fever
     1 strike
     1 radioactive
     1 stiffness
     1 follow
     1 woman
     1 sorry
     1 coiling
     1 interested
     1 shadows
     1 comfort
     1 grown
     1 vesta
     1 whole
     1 send
     1 boots
     1 shiver
     1 forward
     1 crewmates
     1 delicate
     1 class
     1 3
     1 meteor
     1 threads
     1 snow-white
     1 shrieking
     1 fact
     1 stayed
     1 swollen
     1 firing
     1 humor
     1 getak
     1 bundles
     1 skull
     1 hauling
     1 circle
     1 twelve
     1 cast
     1 crowd
     1 palm
     1 worry
     1 tip
     1 slept
     1 leaving
     1 liked
     1 ahead
     1 carefully
     1 ninth
     1 struck
     1 blows
     1 pounding
     1 bending
     1 destruction
     1 break
     1 funny
     1 seemed
     1 interests
     1 throatier
     1 kids
     1 intimate
     1 sinuous
     1 loud
     1 sucked
     1 hung
     1 manner
     1 stabbed
     1 exit
     1 sucking
     1 movements
     1 guide
     1 bolt
     1 sharp
     1 rippling
     1 followed
     1 will-power
     1 meant
     1 plunged
     1 emergency
     1 niche
     1 animal-bright
     1 subconscious
     1 priest
     1 crowed
     1 convention
     1 casual
     1 notched
     1 fleet
     1 column
     1 lazily
     1 heels
     1 having
     1 reaching
     1 dived
     1 sack
     1 peaks
     1 drooping
     1 woof
     1 somebody's
     1 shape
     1 evil
     1 waves
     1 many-colored
     1 continuum
     1 son
     1 hills
     1 snipe
     1 limitless
     1 apart
     1 watches
     1 curse
     1 buoyant
     1 crossly
     1 savaging
     1 everything's
     1 lined
     1 curtain
     1 shiny
     1 diamonds
     1 sympathy
     1 thrust
     1 grabbed
     1 fellow
     1 ice
     1 nodded
     1 planets
     1 range
     1 feathers
     1 kiss
     1 ribbon
     1 startled
     1 learned
     1 pleases
     1 glory-holer
     1 dancing
     1 note
     1 race
     1 crucifixes
     1 should
     1 taught
     1 boot
     1 mineral
     1 waiting
     1 sweeping
     1 space-burned
     1 settlement
     1 build
     1 ebon-colored
     1 city
     1 shell
     1 monsters
     1 result
     1 helpless
     1 grace
     1 everything
     1 sensitive
     1 wiped
     1 important
     1 grating
     1 roped
     1 swell
     1 drowsing
     1 auxiliaries
     1 authorized
     1 hate
     1 amplified
     1 stirred
     1 warned
     1 jewel
     1 colder
     1 talk
     1 singing
     1 ears
     1 arrive
     1 whatever
     1 mistreated
     1 arranged
     1 showing
     1 horse's
     1 anybody
     1 somber
     1 tear
     1 vague
     1 sometime
     1 energy
     1 orbit
     1 taller
     1 deflectors
     1 cattle
     1 explain
     1 focal
     1 lean
     1 crude
     1 reddest
     1 smelling
     1 formed
     1 unusual
     1 normal
     1 station
     1 wound
     1 feelings
     1 wandering
     1 answer
     1 farm
     1 frame
     1 glazed
     1 large
     1 laughter
     1 luxury
     1 gathered
     1 bones
     1 rejuvenated
     1 tilt
     1 expect
     1 radiance
     1 lead
     1 hollow
     1 beings
     1 astellarians
     1 fall
     1 mined
     1 interworld
     1 angel
     1 forever
     1 space-deep
     1 decks
     1 drawn
     1 however
     1 flexed
     1 grow
     1 shadow
     1 sprawled
     1 among
     1 muscles
     1 jumped
     1 thousand
     1 eighth
     1 magnet
     1 warning
     1 wrist
     1 tore
     1 signed
     1 became
     1 exactly
     1 traffic
     1 stillness
     1 breed
     1 bear
     1 teaching
     1 unguarded
     1 tired
     1 gem-cut
     1 caressing
     1 knuckles
     1 sat
     1 romanies
     1 six
     1 dimensional
     1 quality
     1 food
     1 bits
     1 earth's
     1 finest
     1 vampires
     1 crawl
     1 guilty
     1 separate
     1 link
     1 trash
     1 motive
     1 breathe
     1 eyelids
     1 seared
     1 children
     1 diaphragm
     1 sinkhole
     1 faded
     1 stag
     1 veiled
     1 fourth
     1 backward
     1 paled
     1 himself
     1 lost
     1 planet-bound
     1 written
     1 tongue
     1 terrans
     1 acted
     1 hexagonal
     1 says
     1 spite
     1 they've
     1 stench
     1 doom
     1 idea
     1 drowsily
     1 equal
     1 precautionary
     1 tilting
     1 true
     1 press
     1 scared
     1 reached
     1 goodbye
     1 desire
     1 weaken
     1 irish
     1 child's
     1 base
     1 causes
     1 roughly
     1 crowded
     1 point
     1 corpses
     1 visible
     1 miner
     1 game
     1 reading
     1 repeated
     1 voyage
     1 worrying
     1 cradle
     1 developed
     1 circled
     1 milky
     1 rocket-hustler
     1 joined
     1 comrades
     1 either
     1 bitter
     1 closer
     1 martians
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 fullest
     1 rounded
     1 street
     1 blank
     1 queen's
     1 chance
     1 semantic
     1 racket
     1 cradled
     1 stomach
     1 jerked
     1 searing
     1 crossed
     1 peaceful
     1 along
     1 listen
     1 spectrum
     1 circular
     1 times
     1 it'll
     1 barrier
     1 calm
     1 coal
     1 velvet-eyed
     1 married
     1 steadily
     1 wild
     1 angel's
     1 seeing
     1 arc
     1 lifeboat
     1 favorite
     1 swarm
     1 freckles
     1 giving
     1 tables
     1 spacescope
     1 lift
     1 source
     1 sensed
     1 fish
     1 jewel-carved
     1 whom
     1 dead-black
     1 danced
     1 return
     1 keep
     1 wantin'
     1 marshal
     1 saying
     1 lockets
     1 tightly
     1 serving
     1 torch
     1 rosson
     1 flared
     1 realizing
     1 missed
     1 narrowed
     1 compassion
     1 application
     1 motes
     1 speed
     1 teleportation
     1 couch
     1 eating
     1 dunes
     1 darkside
     1 loveliness
     1 universe
     1 shock
     1 blur
     1 bottom
     1 beverly
     1 infinite
     1 breathless
     1 smell
     1 2
     1 mingled
     1 dancer's
     1 dawn
     1 hungry
     1 bruised
     1 terrified
     1 blame
     1 sea
     1 shimmered
     1 smoking
     1 near
     1 crushing
     1 talking
     1 gravity
     1 planned
     1 freed
     1 rainbows
     1 thought-blows
     1 sitting
     1 shards
     1 electricity
     1 ancestor
     1 dreaming
     1 patient
     1 riding
     1 angular
     1 sins
     1 lighthouse
     1 tuning
     1 iron
     1 agony
     1 cost
     1 mist-gray
     1 ain't
     1 goes
     1 zone
     1 radio
     1 unbreakable
     1 origin
     1 reach
     1 pictures
     1 softer
     1 supplies
     1 jewel-light
     1 outward-moving
     1 moonswept
     1 procession
     1 bird-call
     1 stumbled
     1 chest
     1 compassionate
     1 grayness
     1 thil
     1 herself
     1 straitjacket
     1 flung
     1 breasts
     1 start
     1 notch
     1 inlaid
     1 describe
     1 leaning
     1 punishment
     1 insides
     1 most
     1 triangular
     1 quietly
     1 footing
     1 embankment
     1 upon
     1 recall
     1 mother's
     1 traced
     1 viciously
     1 probably
     1 habitable
     1 misty
     1 hull
     1 fixed
     1 crashing
     1 hi
     1 next
     1 washed
     1 venus
     1 themselves
     1 hanging
     1 constant
     1 halfway
     1 slack-jawed
     1 blaze
     1 faintness
     1 hiding
     1 forced
     1 begin
     1 likely
     1 howling
     1 sighed
     1 stamped
     1 gateway
     1 sigh
     1 jaw
     1 sybaritic
     1 outlawed
     1 hurting
     1 vibrant
     1 tendrils
     1 nobody
     1 trickling
     1 interlocking
     1 beasts
     1 laid
     1 consciously
     1 roused
     1 sleep-impulse
     1 brighter
     1 stabs
     1 weakness
     1 slag
     1 trade
     1 rough
     1 praying
     1 gaze
     1 smooth
     1 full-power
     1 seed
     1 jammed
     1 automatic
     1 airlocks
     1 diamond
     1 hers
     1 peril
     1 veil's
     1 glare
     1 manage
     1 battle
     1 managed
     1 quivering
     1 kindly
     1 jewel-tipped
     1 captains
     1 best
     1 aloud
     1 folded
     1 wrenching
     1 matrix
     1 shot
     1 rise
     1 blindness
     1 airlock
     1 bother
     1 ruined
     1 assigned
     1 piled
     1 greater
     1 edge
     1 ancient
     1 coiled
     1 reflex
     1 reaction
     1 labored
     1 skipper
     1 days
     1 keeps
     1 throbbing
     1 use
     1 pinched
     1 mentioned
     1 mattresses
     1 energies
     1 languages
     1 softened
     1 spared
     1 fading
     1 hoarse
     1 flack's
     1 planet
     1 root
     1 gives
     1 combined
     1 play
     1 cracked
     1 lonely
     1 fire-tipped
     1 front
     1 marked
     1 knelt
     1 occasionally
     1 fine
     1 poor
     1 trailed
     1 diluted
     1 known
     1 differences
     1 hell
     1 instinctive
     1 starry-eyed
     1 laugh
     1 spiked
     1 difficult
     1 hounds
     1 exotic
     1 welcomed
     1 happens
     1 mostly
     1 fingers
     1 haul
     1 negative
     1 anyway
     1 heartbeats
     1 pounds
     1 pumps
     1 rising
     1 ripples
     1 steel
     1 crowns
     1 dog
     1 splash
     1 oblivion
     1 shared
     1 paused
     1 fairly
     1 lip
     1 according
     1 pebbles
     1 receiving
     1 asteroid
     1 tested
     1 inward
     1 betrayed
     1 odd
     1 sunshine
     1 lifted
     1 california
     1 case
     1 eerie
     1 red-haired
     1 fires
     1 attract
     1 crack
     1 referent
     1 trick
     1 coltish
     1 flame-color
     1 battered
     1 ringing
     1 trace
     1 rope
     1 fiery
     1 wages
     1 sullenly
     1 crawled
     1 sensation
     1 balls
     1 thick
     1 letting
     1 please
     1 triangle
     1 dulled
     1 added
     1 showin'
     1 knuckle-dusters
     1 lazy
     1 couple
     1 physically
     1 waken
     1 clenched
     1 awake
     1 careful
     1 planetoids
     1 mile
     1 legs
     1 answering
     1 brawl
     1 reckoning
     1 work
     1 lock
     1 tipped
     1 miles
     1 ways
     1 feeling
     1 leaden
     1 arbitrary
     1 deny
     1 void
     1 colt's
     1 weight
     1 foreword
     1 tough
     1 psycho-surgery
     1 doubt
     1 hidden
     1 one's
     1 hardly
     1 sprawling
     1 blueness
     1 remind
     1 conscious
     1 brighten
     1 lethal
     1 knocked
     1 command
     1 covering
     1 grim
     1 warily
     1 hey
     1 groaned
     1 handle
     1 alike
     1 till
     1 deeply
     1 pricked
     1 desert-cactus
     1 off-moment
     1 bottomless
     1 tips
     1 often
     1 vision
     1 brushing
     1 believed
     1 projecting
     1 bags
     1 glory
     1 eternity
     1 spread
     1 something's
     1 minding
     1 lives
     1 stripped
     1 willing
     1 catching
     1 gesture
     1 satan-knows-how-many
     1 chaos
     1 public
     1 rustling
     1 soothing
     1 taking
     1 patiently
     1 parasites
     1 eleven
     1 ac
     1 trapdoor
     1 dive
     1 cords
     1 king-snipe
     1 gods
     1 glad
     1 suffered
     1 nebulae
     1 vampire
     1 mike
     1 painting
     1 fleecy
     1 threshing
     1 bounding
     1 hammer
     1 corner
     1 mother
     1 naughty
     1 absorbed
     1 rude
     1 stopping
     1 dust
     1 sound-nothing
     1 celts
     1 crimes
     1 companionway
     1 woman's
     1 nor
     1 looks
     1 ships-has
     1 authenticated
     1 stark
     1 explore
     1 quickly
     1 otherwise
     1 rushed
     1 anywhere
     1 daylight
     1 shall
     1 pacing
     1 thirty
     1 sizes
     1 step
     1 he-ey
     1 humming-bird's
     1 sunken
     1 wing
     1 tradition
     1 fringe
     1 drank
     1 bigger
     1 pure
     1 torn
     1 hanged
     1 dove
     1 wiry
     1 kinder
     1 dimming
     1 assimilate
     1 gauze
     1 bathed
     1 bursting
     1 draw
     1 heavier
     1 ego
     1 gradually
     1 noticed
     1 lovely
     1 deep-space
     1 traders
     1 fooled
     1 projected
     1 tell
     1 seem
     1 stiffened
     1 stage
     1 smallest
     1 gilded
     1 babies
     1 fired
     1 word-images
     1 town
     1 raise
     1 helped
     1 engraved
     1 completely
     1 short
     1 requires
     1 three-hundred-year
     1 paid
     1 reddened
     1 moderately
     1 wreckage
     1 door
     1 sleeping
     1 gleaming
     1 investigation
     1 sides
     1 spots
     1 sin
     1 emotions
     1 brown
     1 fur
     1 touching
     1 upset
     1 leap
     1 picture
     1 structure
     1 isa
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  435 the
     165 a
     165 and
     133 of
     121 to
     108 in
     97 he
     97 was
     84 his
     79 i
     72 that
     71 jaffa
     67 you
     61 had
     53 it
     42 with
     42 there
     39 were
     37 her
     36 as
     36 on
     34 him
     34 for
     33 but
     31 lhara
     30 at
     30 my
     27 water
     27 she
     27 not
     23 from
     23 ship
     22 have
     21 then
     21 into
     20 no
     20 one
     20 out
     19 them
     18 back
     18 rha
     17 if
     17 your
     17 could
     16 something
     16 up
     15 all
     15 jaffa's
     15 they
     15 are
     15 been
     14 man
     14 what
     14 me
     14 be
     14 pool
     14 eyes
     13 an
     13 where
     13 said
     13 air
     13 head
     12 can
     12 knew
     12 we
     12 this
     12 last
     12 is
     11 gray
     11 behind
     11 hair
     11 come
     11 men
     11 ships
     11 down
     11 through
     11 by
     11 would
     11 way
     11 came
     11 went
     11 now
     11 system
     11 two
     10 go
     10 only
     10 stood
     10 like
     10 here
     10 gas
     10 their
     10 dry
     9 did
     9 face
     9 pirate
     9 so
     9 above
     9 lhara's
     8 girl
     8 control
     8 feet
     8 space
     8 when
     8 people
     8 who
     8 keshi
     8 against
     8 made
     8 take
     8 before
     7 valkis
     7 right
     7 under
     7 earthman
     7 do
     7 after
     7 voice
     7 strange
     7 over
     7 shot
     7 closed
     7 took
     7 hand
     7 floor
     7 door
     6 set
     6 white
     6 brother
     6 seen
     6 has
     6 life
     6 cabin
     6 will
     6 i'll
     6 queer
     6 see
     6 thing
     6 saw
     6 or
     6 switch
     6 great
     6 than
     6 again
     6 golden
     6 nothing
     6 need
     6 asteroid
     6 might
     6 light
     6 across
     6 around
     5 gone
     5 breath
     5 those
     5 make
     5 some
     5 fleet
     5 time
     5 nodded
     5 lay
     5 waiting
     5 own
     5 kesh
     5 long
     5 still
     5 asked
     5 along
     5 cities
     5 bulkhead
     5 pilots
     5 just
     5 breathing
     5 chains
     5 desert
     5 fly
     5 gun
     5 hard
     5 got
     5 filled
     5 think
     5 moment
     5 very
     5 found
     5 room
     5 first
     4 panel
     4 metal
     4 sure
     4 tanker
     4 special
     4 any
     4 more
     4 sand
     4 paralysis-gun
     4 moisture
     4 how
     4 you'll
     4 turned
     4 learned
     4 brink
     4 beside
     4 about
     4 hands
     4 martian
     4 thought
     4 himself
     4 held
     4 vhila
     4 simply
     4 dropped
     4 abruptly
     4 get
     4 prisoner
     4 dark
     4 beyond
     4 its
     4 convoy
     4 neck
     4 narrow
     4 gleamed
     4 much
     4 bow-plates
     4 else
     4 steady
     4 why
     4 know
     4 jaw
     4 swimmer
     4 too
     4 fallen
     4 realized
     4 suddenly
     4 faced
     4 red
     4 fingers
     4 work
     4 warm
     4 though
     4 empty
     4 heavy
     4 temples
     4 gleaming
     4 live
     3 ran
     3 show
     3 even
     3 jupiter
     3 both
     3 hells
     3 fix
     3 fire
     3 gave
     3 solar
     3 pilot
     3 without
     3 woman
     3 sorry
     3 don't
     3 whole
     3 burst
     3 lying
     3 screen
     3 almost
     3 ahead
     3 sucked
     3 powerful
     3 curve
     3 straight
     3 vanished
     3 lie
     3 spaceship
     3 warrior
     3 perhaps
     3 shrugged
     3 doors
     3 power
     3 grip
     3 talk
     3 every
     3 ago
     3 fitted
     3 close
     3 find
     3 let
     3 laboratory
     3 sat
     3 raised
     3 broke
     3 slid
     3 looked
     3 must
     3 motioned
     3 swung
     3 pale
     3 done
     3 low
     3 try
     3 killed
     3 glassite
     3 closer
     3 tube
     3 us
     3 brought
     3 cannot
     3 better
     3 position
     3 holding
     3 green
     3 couch
     3 boy
     3 blur
     3 questions
     3 whirled
     3 our
     3 radio
     3 smiled
     3 means
     3 mist
     3 escape
     3 course
     3 other
     3 well
     3 world
     3 trade
     3 tubes
     3 nine
     3 days
     3 words
     3 safe
     3 things
     3 told
     3 car
     3 carrying
     3 surge
     3 damage
     3 feel
     3 three
     3 hangar
     3 blunt
     3 deep
     3 yet
     3 truth
     3 controls
     3 am
     3 pattern
     3 since
     3 ever
     3 ready
     3 shook
     3 sunken
     3 lungs
     3 johan
     3 gauges
     3 demands
     2 taken
     2 wait
     2 advise
     2 death
     2 rose
     2 danger
     2 square
     2 i'm
     2 colonies
     2 tiles
     2 four
     2 chained
     2 girl's
     2 escaped
     2 tunic
     2 move
     2 buildings
     2 end
     2 strength
     2 pilot's
     2 struggled
     2 shadows
     2 pretty
     2 far-flung
     2 you're
     2 taut
     2 forward
     2 cap
     2 carbon
     2 left
     2 explosion
     2 rode
     2 tall
     2 died
     2 leaving
     2 crate
     2 desperation
     2 lower
     2 wanted
     2 broken
     2 teka
     2 rha's
     2 followed
     2 sharply
     2 give
     2 being
     2 chief
     2 walls
     2 also
     2 reaching
     2 unit
     2 pain
     2 shape
     2 played
     2 chamber
     2 son
     2 grunted
     2 throat
     2 until
     2 alien
     2 you'd
     2 fastened
     2 ice
     2 chin
     2 range
     2 moved
     2 help
     2 kallman
     2 race
     2 answered
     2 off
     2 helpless
     2 wondered
     2 units
     2 itself
     2 below
     2 mystery
     2 ears
     2 pirate's
     2 space-bolts
     2 explain
     2 spoke
     2 dreamed
     2 dead
     2 cold
     2 fire-shot
     2 burned
     2 unfamiliar
     2 drawn
     2 wind
     2 wrist
     2 tight
     2 boy's
     2 sluggishly
     2 bowed
     2 blood
     2 gasped
     2 tankers
     2 domes
     2 asleep
     2 intently
     2 you've
     2 shining
     2 body
     2 single
     2 led
     2 because
     2 broad
     2 furnished
     2 believe
     2 solid
     2 called
     2 hardened
     2 obeyed
     2 small
     2 locked
     2 game
     2 raked
     2 nearly
     2 while
     2 peace
     2 night
     2 chance
     2 peaceful
     2 heat-gun
     2 steadily
     2 going
     2 flattened
     2 bolts
     2 trouble
     2 really
     2 fish
     2 hatch
     2 keep
     2 atom-smashing
     2 streak
     2 suffocating
     2 bring
     2 sleep
     2 membranes
     2 stuff
     2 downward
     2 want
     2 save
     2 hope
     2 released
     2 grey
     2 crystal
     2 sea
     2 near
     2 silent
     2 lips
     2 wrong
     2 mars
     2 quick
     2 alone
     2 possible
     2 kept
     2 soon
     2 neatly
     2 ankle
     2 wavered
     2 surly
     2 telling
     2 anyone
     2 most
     2 look
     2 quietly
     2 wall
     2 strong
     2 bitterly
     2 hull
     2 tiled
     2 fate
     2 shoulders
     2 inside
     2 sighed
     2 heat-guns
     2 hundred
     2 what's
     2 crazy
     2 none
     2 hurry
     2 gaze
     2 moonlight
     2 waited
     2 ruin
     2 far
     2 vibrations
     2 aboard
     2 fear
     2 guess
     2 dying
     2 use
     2 false
     2 began
     2 softly
     2 lapping
     2 studied
     2 swam
     2 ankles
     2 oval
     2 knowing
     2 old
     2 risked
     2 darkness
     2 rising
     2 open
     2 lhar
     2 pressed
     2 caught
     2 surface
     2 fearless
     2 trick
     2 guessed
     2 trace
     2 dioxide
     2 tanks
     2 home
     2 sense
     2 awake
     2 recognition
     2 flinch
     2 swirling
     2 ultra-visor
     2 space-door
     2 taverns
     2 transparent
     2 smashed
     2 weapons
     2 robots
     2 hour
     2 securely
     2 orders
     2 spread
     2 rack
     2 between
     2 cryptic
     2 taking
     2 faces
     2 gods
     2 crash
     2 tiny
     2 machinery
     2 covered
     2 vibratory
     2 couldn't
     2 useless
     2 shall
     2 tawny
     2 centuries
     2 which
     2 staring
     2 once
     2 landed
     2 tried
     2 seem
     2 looking
     2 anything
     2 thunderstruck
     2 spaceman's
     2 years
     2 brown
     2 drop
     2 convoys
     1 load
     1 warriors
     1 silky
     1 bulk-headed
     1 surfaces
     1 proof
     1 peaked
     1 crown
     1 hear
     1 wring
     1 acceptance
     1 sahara
     1 roared
     1 already
     1 concave
     1 ghost
     1 knowledge
     1 pile
     1 deal
     1 met
     1 atoms
     1 panther-lithe
     1 that's
     1 dragged
     1 driven
     1 unworthy
     1 flew
     1 anxious
     1 space-ways
     1 dumped
     1 colleges
     1 clamped
     1 2418
     1 ceasing
     1 cure
     1 retraced
     1 distorted
     1 ankle-chains
     1 foot
     1 dimly
     1 strong-boned
     1 emptied
     1 earthman's
     1 graceful
     1 blast
     1 rockets
     1 risen
     1 strato-wings
     1 laboratories
     1 coils
     1 sea-dwellers
     1 diameter
     1 wanting
     1 brunt
     1 unconscious
     1 watching
     1 thrown
     1 damaged
     1 damn
     1 fast
     1 succeed
     1 vise-grip
     1 damned
     1 faster
     1 away
     1 towering
     1 picked
     1 pit
     1 mysterious
     1 destroyed
     1 curving
     1 writhing
     1 blurring
     1 trail
     1 understand
     1 passed
     1 graven
     1 regained
     1 arrow-straight
     1 angle
     1 ports
     1 theory
     1 sending
     1 imprisonment
     1 lurching
     1 sullen
     1 glaring
     1 spurting
     1 living
     1 endless
     1 rapid
     1 image
     1 order
     1 whistled
     1 supple
     1 compression-tank
     1 gigantic
     1 interested
     1 growing
     1 reluctant
     1 plans
     1 kind
     1 child
     1 carrier-waves
     1 cautiously
     1 moon-washed
     1 stubborn
     1 steal
     1 lengthened
     1 bone
     1 flood
     1 waked
     1 actual
     1 demanded
     1 shed
     1 flailing
     1 sits
     1 barrack
     1 welcome
     1 method
     1 prey
     1 patterns
     1 curious
     1 report
     1 suffocate
     1 fury
     1 bargain
     1 village
     1 yawned
     1 feed-pipe
     1 ached
     1 streamlined
     1 captive
     1 armed
     1 frankly
     1 good
     1 alloy
     1 concern
     1 museum
     1 state
     1 heard
     1 plenty
     1 scar
     1 tinged
     1 roaring
     1 finding
     1 hard-held
     1 everywhere
     1 leather
     1 palm
     1 burning
     1 tow
     1 ever-present
     1 ones
     1 mines
     1 glass
     1 music
     1 unresisting
     1 habit
     1 suffused
     1 flickered
     1 barely
     1 struck
     1 laughing
     1 exhausted
     1 disappeared
     1 mind
     1 world-pebble
     1 ordinary
     1 destruction
     1 vertiginous
     1 seemed
     1 rifts
     1 occurred
     1 except
     1 two-seater
     1 hasn't
     1 warmth
     1 desolate
     1 preventing
     1 sharp
     1 rippling
     1 approaching
     1 leaned
     1 thirsty
     1 impatiently
     1 vanish
     1 lamps
     1 relieved
     1 holds
     1 air-pumps
     1 walk
     1 rocked
     1 wrecked
     1 suicide
     1 question
     1 pressure
     1 carried
     1 admit
     1 sound
     1 lied
     1 courageous
     1 stranger
     1 wills
     1 crashed
     1 emptiness
     1 ranged
     1 cut
     1 rush
     1 stronger
     1 under-water
     1 motors
     1 safer
     1 white-streaked
     1 suffocation
     1 swift
     1 glared
     1 economic
     1 shortly
     1 human
     1 wouldn't
     1 cry
     1 saluted
     1 unbound
     1 housing
     1 disuse
     1 fitting
     1 deep-drawn
     1 smooth-muscled
     1 curse
     1 grappled
     1 useful
     1 neutralizing
     1 reciting
     1 desperate
     1 honestly
     1 opacity
     1 speculatively
     1 charge
     1 observed
     1 searching
     1 message
     1 mocked
     1 pelted
     1 planets
     1 particularly
     1 unformed
     1 place
     1 out-breed
     1 materials
     1 breast
     1 shouted
     1 flesh
     1 knife-switch
     1 marts
     1 eye
     1 sheeted
     1 keeping
     1 cloak
     1 fight
     1 asking
     1 iridescence
     1 contact
     1 cloaked
     1 should
     1 liquid
     1 wrenched
     1 heads
     1 properly
     1 word
     1 curled
     1 wonderful
     1 barter
     1 inventiveness
     1 gadgets
     1 everything
     1 center
     1 arrange
     1 space-worthy
     1 grating
     1 let's
     1 forgive
     1 subconsciously
     1 cape
     1 clue
     1 stirred
     1 water-weeds
     1 bombed
     1 improvised
     1 idle
     1 trademark
     1 shoved
     1 desperately
     1 easily
     1 electrodes
     1 whatever
     1 purifiers
     1 release
     1 kallman's
     1 assured
     1 upward
     1 lesson
     1 somber
     1 newly
     1 electro-magnets
     1 sometime
     1 fist
     1 permits
     1 highly
     1 slow
     1 arm
     1 faintly
     1 proper
     1 slight
     1 silver
     1 mass
     1 smash-up
     1 together
     1 cart
     1 girls
     1 nostril
     1 fronds
     1 earned
     1 clash
     1 grin
     1 lived
     1 resolved
     1 seat
     1 happened
     1 carven
     1 answer
     1 getting
     1 distance
     1 barbarian
     1 civilization
     1 defeat
     1 rocket
     1 belt
     1 rock
     1 trembling
     1 whirlpool
     1 radiance
     1 resemblance
     1 bulks
     1 mechanism
     1 heart
     1 panther
     1 beings
     1 fall
     1 intricate
     1 bowels
     1 it's
     1 hurtled
     1 sprung
     1 whitish
     1 surged
     1 hearing
     1 clashed
     1 silence
     1 succeeded
     1 gun-hand
     1 stanchion
     1 available
     1 shadow
     1 muscles
     1 moist
     1 amphibious
     1 glimpse
     1 thousand
     1 marine
     1 future
     1 air-unit
     1 conquer
     1 produced
     1 became
     1 numbers
     1 exactly
     1 eh
     1 hunting
     1 sheen
     1 stopped
     1 knuckles
     1 swarming
     1 worlds
     1 weeks
     1 six
     1 food
     1 trans-galactic
     1 flowed
     1 hold
     1 same
     1 jaw-line
     1 explanation
     1 tracks
     1 given
     1 solve
     1 weeds
     1 bolted
     1 secret
     1 fuel
     1 offer
     1 kill
     1 children
     1 drew
     1 hollowed-out
     1 faded
     1 pulled
     1 crackling
     1 didn't
     1 watched
     1 fur-covered
     1 sponges
     1 water's
     1 within
     1 trough
     1 trip
     1 track
     1 she's
     1 clad
     1 heap
     1 shoulder
     1 perfectly
     1 spite
     1 ankle-chain
     1 doom
     1 idea
     1 brother's
     1 story
     1 swinging
     1 fashion
     1 standstill
     1 accept
     1 wallowed
     1 sign
     1 colony
     1 blanketed
     1 averted
     1 influence
     1 rests
     1 bubbles
     1 point
     1 trap
     1 doesn't
     1 clumsy
     1 limits
     1 hurled
     1 visiports
     1 voyage
     1 pierced
     1 minute
     1 suns
     1 finally
     1 circumstances
     1 pause
     1 cursed
     1 courage
     1 dryly
     1 fog
     1 these
     1 ray
     1 cut-in
     1 cabins
     1 drown
     1 air-conditioners
     1 can't
     1 bitter
     1 promptly
     1 leave
     1 invisible
     1 persuade
     1 blank
     1 fighter's
     1 harmless
     1 extremities
     1 carry
     1 commit
     1 disarmed
     1 attacked
     1 exterior
     1 explosive
     1 water-man
     1 earth-man
     1 blackness
     1 blazed
     1 lap
     1 spying
     1 repair
     1 feared
     1 fanlike
     1 fought
     1 analyze
     1 bunked
     1 hostage
     1 strained
     1 rigid
     1 retorted
     1 trust
     1 cylinder
     1 green-lit
     1 injected
     1 museums
     1 giving
     1 won't
     1 steering
     1 sea-creatures
     1 sensed
     1 steel-hard
     1 suspicion
     1 win
     1 finish
     1 interplanetary
     1 stone
     1 yours
     1 saying
     1 grounds
     1 evening
     1 hissed
     1 vast
     1 real
     1 boasts
     1 secrets
     1 expression
     1 missed
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     1 ventured
     1 utter
     1 bedtime
     1 accident
     1 martians
     1 leave
     1 uproar
     1 mockingly
     1 balance
     1 safety
     1 blasphemed
     1 genius
     1 highest
     1 cannot
     1 blackness
     1 ridge
     1 it'll
     1 checked
     1 barrier
     1 shield
     1 corporations
     1 hostage
     1 cryptically
     1 retorted
     1 twenty
     1 terrifying
     1 curves
     1 apostle
     1 seeing
     1 miracle
     1 rulers
     1 farther
     1 giving
     1 rustle
     1 pseudopods
     1 lift
     1 people
     1 really
     1 sensed
     1 ear
     1 growl
     1 suspicion
     1 service'
     1 minister
     1 precious
     1 light-fingered
     1 feeding
     1 spend
     1 echoing
     1 tramp
     1 irrelevantly
     1 hissed
     1 pulse
     1 outfit
     1 spat
     1 riot
     1 country
     1 flames
     1 streak
     1 expression
     1 bring
     1 self-governing
     1 concrete
     1 else's
     1 relax
     1 hybrid
     1 darkside
     1 excitement
     1 doing
     1 boy
     1 shock
     1 afford
     1 tightening
     1 eyewash
     1 c'mon
     1 rather
     1 district
     1 chess
     1 breathless
     1 smell
     1 companionship
     1 gripping
     1 purpled
     1 natural
     1 poised
     1 mingled
     1 hungry
     1 bruised
     1 plastic
     1 sea
     1 fat
     1 god
     1 murmured
     1 ow
     1 activities
     1 subway
     1 freed
     1 wrong
     1 sitting
     1 mutter
     1 remaining
     1 quick
     1 puzzled
     1 alone
     1 veteran-convicts
     1 grasped
     1 ironic
     1 rod
     1 possible
     1 shaken
     1 proud
     1 length
     1 poured
     1 containing
     1 fluoresced
     1 cost
     1 guides
     1 amiably
     1 kicked
     1 gathering
     1 lustily
     1 velocity
     1 group
     1 radio
     1 stab
     1 cartridge
     1 dropping
     1 soon
     1 remembering
     1 heroes
     1 butt
     1 prisons
     1 tide
     1 neat
     1 resides
     1 following
     1 swine
     1 gleamed
     1 hunch
     1 difference
     1 nonsense
     1 magnetic
     1 putting
     1 hissing
     1 someone
     1 telling
     1 slaves
     1 innocent
     1 nose
     1 communication
     1 expensive
     1 start
     1 blowholes
     1 everest
     1 changed
     1 father
     1 convict
     1 cloudy
     1 suck
     1 sober
     1 kitchens
     1 flicker
     1 premonition
     1 positions
     1 ten
     1 sought
     1 blinded
     1 tool-shops
     1 passenger
     1 hundreds
     1 waist
     1 diving
     1 white-faced
     1 braced
     1 gates
     1 means
     1 blind
     1 cavern
     1 arced
     1 bitterly
     1 balanced
     1 father's
     1 viciously
     1 ranks
     1 chaotic
     1 fly
     1 outpost
     1 decided
     1 collapsed
     1 calculating
     1 bellowing
     1 intended
     1 company
     1 themselves
     1 jerking
     1 holsters
     1 defeated
     1 barren
     1 constant
     1 growled
     1 crew
     1 towered
     1 clothes
     1 forced
     1 missing
     1 inside
     1 peculiar
     1 fellow's
     1 saving
     1 studying
     1 sigh
     1 posts
     1 galahad
     1 gauged
     1 significance
     1 friendly
     1 principle
     1 crackled
     1 masses
     1 nobody
     1 enters
     1 righteousness
     1 halted
     1 reports
     1 laid
     1 office
     1 potential
     1 evidently
     1 none
     1 brighter
     1 flashed
     1 greatest
     1 hurry
     1 murk
     1 practiced
     1 metal-framed
     1 possibly
     1 presently
     1 immediate
     1 pleasure
     1 impulse
     1 battle
     1 menace
     1 flickering
     1 best
     1 ponderous
     1 fallen
     1 agreement
     1 strung
     1 pink
     1 evidence
     1 eased
     1 realized
     1 streaking
     1 rise
     1 scrambled
     1 faraday
     1 ruined
     1 dial
     1 field
     1 unselfish
     1 such
     1 rows
     1 current
     1 guess
     1 ancient
     1 member
     1 erect
     1 instantly
     1 sickly-sweet
     1 exhaust
     1 grinding
     1 reaction
     1 maneuvering
     1 corners
     1 fluted
     1 shooting
     1 words
     1 use
     1 seats
     1 temperature
     1 straggle
     1 appeal
     1 mentioned
     1 raking
     1 aim
     1 yielded
     1 clouds
     1 whisper
     1 surveillance
     1 harm
     1 brain
     1 steaming
     1 search
     1 lapping
     1 self-supporting
     1 fearful
     1 cruel
     1 stumbling
     1 lights
     1 bit
     1 speared
     1 ended
     1 uselessness
     1 pinnacles
     1 soft-footed
     1 keeper
     1 cruelly
     1 marked
     1 police
     1 jagged
     1 bombs
     1 slippers
     1 mercury's
     1 quarry
     1 waking
     1 yourself
     1 tingling
     1 hammered
     1 kissed
     1 cowered
     1 someone's
     1 quarters
     1 spoiled
     1 earth
     1 does
     1 bellies
     1 outside
     1 laugh
     1 relentless
     1 cleaning
     1 sickly
     1 lighted
     1 code
     1 old
     1 swiftly
     1 red
     1 wrapped
     1 unless
     1 happens
     1 mostly
     1 hours
     1 eerily
     1 faint
     1 rising
     1 ripples
     1 wreck
     1 steel
     1 prickling
     1 flesh-hooded
     1 inter-dome
     1 ominously
     1 pressed
     1 who's
     1 howled
     1 paused
     1 listening
     1 gun-butts
     1 kaleidoscope
     1 furtive
     1 barred
     1 honey
     1 blundered
     1 pay-ore
     1 according
     1 pity
     1 morning
     1 nerves
     1 perihelion
     1 saved
     1 angrily
     1 marble
     1 preaching
     1 system
     1 month
     1 static
     1 tightened
     1 uncannily
     1 risk
     1 calling
     1 surf-like
     1 agitated
     1 proposition
     1 racking
     1 fires
     1 safely
     1 surface
     1 attract
     1 belts
     1 prove
     1 cooperate
     1 labyrinthine
     1 crusaders
     1 yards
     1 crawled
     1 hadn't
     1 tanks
     1 raising
     1 twisting
     1 please
     1 triangle
     1 unlock
     1 nah
     1 conceived
     1 storm-clouds
     1 grab
     1 branching
     1 contracting
     1 sense
     1 bark
     1 physically
     1 apex
     1 force
     1 become
     1 careful
     1 several
     1 sliding
     1 fertile
     1 commend
     1 props
     1 sheltered
     1 skill
     1 impressions
     1 terror
     1 work
     1 fortunes
     1 feeling
     1 fasten
     1 braking
     1 complaint
     1 trampled
     1 unfortunate
     1 sagged
     1 weight
     1 leverage
     1 tough
     1 smile
     1 recognized
     1 panic
     1 years'
     1 shots
     1 hardly
     1 plateau
     1 kid
     1 joyous
     1 sounding
     1 conscious
     1 tonight
     1 knocked
     1 command
     1 firm
     1 twenty-eight
     1 grim
     1 network
     1 clawed
     1 apparel
     1 avoid
     1 unexpected
     1 charging
     1 i'd
     1 smashed
     1 equipment
     1 livid
     1 bringing
     1 reassured
     1 leasing
     1 stow
     1 satisfaction
     1 bomb
     1 connected
     1 losing
     1 deep
     1 guided
     1 elongated
     1 leader's
     1 cloth
     1 bright
     1 roman
     1 areas
     1 rich
     1 disguise
     1 allow
     1 volcanic
     1 fault
     1 eternity
     1 narrowest
     1 clanged
     1 shower
     1 gadget
     1 cheerful
     1 lives
     1 controls
     1 willing
     1 storm-soaked
     1 flinched
     1 atmospheric
     1 offenses
     1 cling
     1 wolf
     1 controlled
     1 able
     1 faces
     1 path
     1 costume
     1 signal
     1 advantage
     1 chuckle
     1 ever
     1 anybody's
     1 intact
     1 ship's
     1 upper
     1 creak
     1 generator
     1 tone
     1 barrage
     1 wavelets
     1 crash
     1 strolled
     1 dressed
     1 echoed
     1 haven
     1 machinery
     1 covered
     1 suavely
     1 blunder
     1 stranded
     1 troubled
     1 drilled
     1 dodged
     1 vegetation
     1 dust
     1 worm
     1 hardness
     1 remote
     1 converging
     1 served
     1 daylight
     1 scrambling
     1 change
     1 caron'll
     1 glowed
     1 lurked
     1 step
     1 flesh-tub
     1 loop
     1 swearing
     1 dread
     1 found
     1 sunk
     1 wade's
     1 watchfully
     1 torn
     1 flabby
     1 transfer
     1 school
     1 quartzite
     1 wiry
     1 buckles
     1 silkily
     1 window
     1 strategy
     1 bathed
     1 sweetheart
     1 panorama
     1 health
     1 driving
     1 tried
     1 gauges
     1 noticed
     1 crime
     1 confusion
     1 jelly
     1 scowled
     1 list
     1 stiffened
     1 stage
     1 smallest
     1 desk
     1 shirt
     1 acting
     1 stifling
     1 electrical
     1 homes
     1 short
     1 looking
     1 paid
     1 name
     1 vertigo
     1 oozed
     1 philosophy
     1 sides
     1 bewilderment
     1 anything
     1 burn
     1 noted
     1 momentarily
     1 twenty-two
     1 thirst
     1 granted
     1 years
     1 derelict
     1 underground
     1 transmitter
     1 community
     1 room
     1 destroy
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  741 the
     380 and
     280 of
     271 his
     257 a
     236 he
     198 in
     194 to
     180 red
     179 was
     151 it
     125 you
     103 that
     85 there
     84 they
     83 with
     82 on
     82 were
     82 i
     77 but
     76 said
     75 him
     68 eyes
     67 them
     61 out
     58 from
     56 had
     51 at
     47 for
     46 no
     46 we
     43 me
     43 light
     42 then
     41 into
     40 up
     40 face
     39 all
     39 rakshi
     38 as
     37 down
     36 korah
     33 back
     33 crom
     33 like
     32 across
     31 could
     29 red's
     29 her
     29 this
     28 black
     27 time
     27 do
     27 she
     27 not
     26 over
     26 have
     26 one
     25 man
     25 way
     25 came
     25 is
     25 got
     24 didn't
     24 little
     24 went
     24 voice
     24 be
     24 their
     23 away
     23 long
     23 looked
     23 us
     23 by
     23 korah's
     23 great
     23 well
     23 now
     23 made
     22 if
     22 your
     22 human
     22 jat
     22 hands
     22 my
     22 what
     22 know
     22 ship
     22 too
     22 very
     22 sword
     22 head
     21 chandler
     20 mind
     20 how
     20 body
     20 through
     20 hard
     20 suddenly
     20 are
     19 don't
     19 against
     18 knew
     18 again
     18 nothing
     18 hand
     17 can
     17 something
     17 metal
     17 any
     17 see
     17 saw
     17 or
     17 dark
     17 hildy
     17 whispered
     16 go
     16 cube
     15 he'd
     15 hair
     15 only
     15 turned
     15 still
     15 thought
     15 get
     15 our
     15 just
     15 air
     14 stood
     14 power
     14 laughed
     14 never
     14 bodies
     14 so
     14 teeth
     14 brain
     13 flame
     13 you're
     13 will
     13 beyond
     13 beam
     13 slowly
     13 caught
     13 three
     13 free
     13 couldn't
     12 strength
     12 did
     12 heard
     12 come
     12 toward
     12 here
     12 people
     12 crom's
     12 smiled
     12 softly
     12 blue
     11 white
     11 those
     11 more
     11 sharp
     11 moved
     11 off
     11 about
     11 own
     11 block
     11 space
     11 enough
     11 wasn't
     11 iron
     11 its
     11 strong
     11 began
     11 think
     11 took
     11 blaster
     11 take
     11 floor
     11 heavy
     11 door
     10 even
     10 temple
     10 without
     10 where
     10 make
     10 some
     10 sound
     10 pain
     10 men
     10 below
     10 life
     10 cold
     10 belt
     10 martian
     10 because
     10 when
     10 markham
     10 going
     10 why
     10 soft
     10 darkness
     10 between
     10 clear
     10 first
     9 fire
     9 mercury
     9 under
     9 an
     9 almost
     9 rusty
     9 help
     9 fight
     9 burned
     9 heart
     9 let
     9 stopped
     9 watched
     9 alive
     9 these
     9 valley
     9 stop
     9 much
     9 another
     9 armor
     9 beard
     9 hildy's
     9 deep
     9 gods
     9 nor
     9 wings
     9 tried
     9 been
     9 live
     9 before
     8 crest
     8 death
     8 ran
     8 behind
     8 hot
     8 right
     8 tunic
     8 ugly
     8 give
     8 walls
     8 glowing
     8 throat
     8 place
     8 ships
     8 feet
     8 silence
     8 tube
     8 thing
     8 would
     8 who
     8 look
     8 tubes
     8 use
     8 brains
     8 two
     8 felt
     8 though
     8 empty
     7 set
     7 saran
     7 kind
     7 forward
     7 burning
     7 struck
     7 jat's
     7 cut
     7 bacon
     7 you've
     7 raised
     7 passage
     7 tongue
     7 chandler's
     7 cried
     7 while
     7 bitter
     7 port
     7 huge
     7 man's
     7 agony
     7 than
     7 after
     7 new
     7 tilted
     7 there's
     7 last
     7 what's
     7 haven't
     7 things
     7 told
     7 fingers
     7 we're
     7 thick
     7 others
     6 vats
     6 big
     6 you'll
     6 until
     6 lay
     6 shrugged
     6 spanner
     6 every
     6 beside
     6 mouth
     6 getting
     6 rock
     6 spaceguard
     6 muscles
     6 i'll
     6 tight
     6 hold
     6 put
     6 seared
     6 must
     6 floating
     6 small
     6 try
     6 green
     6 doing
     6 other
     6 touched
     6 roar
     6 started
     6 work
     6 dim
     6 savage
     6 tell
     6 humans
     6 room
     5 gone
     5 rose
     5 i'm
     5 that's
     5 wet
     5 blast
     5 he's
     5 harsh
     5 watching
     5 running
     5 balcony
     5 beautiful
     5 whole
     5 flicked
     5 broken
     5 flesh
     5 center
     5 grip
     5 control
     5 speak
     5 clean
     5 terrible
     5 tortured
     5 sweat
     5 overhead
     5 tired
     5 shining
     5 lost
     5 pale
     5 held
     5 cursed
     5 along
     5 trust
     5 drifted
     5 shut
     5 caves
     5 want
     5 say
     5 neck
     5 breathing
     5 chest
     5 beat
     5 torchlight
     5 shoulders
     5 hundred
     5 jaw
     5 world
     5 hurry
     5 closed
     5 lot
     5 pointed
     5 naked
     5 girders
     5 earth
     5 open
     5 system
     5 dull
     5 opened
     5 might
     5 tough
     5 skin
     5 warm
     5 sun
     5 bright
     5 crash
     5 shook
     5 once
     5 looking
     5 burn
     5 brown
     4 wait
     4 hear
     4 jupiter
     4 square
     4 arms
     4 bats
     4 we'll
     4 dimly
     4 four
     4 sheer
     4 fast
     4 molten
     4 picked
     4 dirty
     4 understand
     4 gave
     4 move
     4 solar
     4 living
     4 lying
     4 meet
     4 good
     4 older
     4 bat
     4 hurt
     4 culture
     4 followed
     4 being
     4 remember
     4 creatures
     4 peaks
     4 planets
     4 land
     4 race
     4 threw
     4 hate
     4 spoke
     4 slow
     4 arm
     4 dead
     4 licked
     4 blinding
     4 cursing
     4 thinking
     4 shackles
     4 close
     4 brief
     4 we've
     4 quite
     4 blood
     4 broke
     4 kill
     4 queer
     4 shoulder
     4 used
     4 swinging
     4 moving
     4 doesn't
     4 wick's
     4 low
     4 minute
     4 fell
     4 can't
     4 snarled
     4 dropped
     4 won't
     4 tramp
     4 many
     4 lips
     4 they'd
     4 possible
     4 narrow
     4 telling
     4 wall
     4 blind
     4 busy
     4 opal
     4 isn't
     4 strange
     4 wrists
     4 far
     4 field
     4 safe
     4 guard
     4 few
     4 fighting
     4 old
     4 nerves
     4 ringing
     4 stared
     4 run
     4 feel
     4 minds
     4 scarred
     4 lock
     4 grim
     4 dry
     4 handle
     4 opalescent
     4 stripped
     4 faces
     4 ever
     4 lungs
     4 cave
     4 quiet
     4 fired
     4 short
     4 learn
     4 around
     3 visilens
     3 brow
     3 they'll
     3 thunder
     3 age
     3 pulsing
     3 wary
     3 trapped
     3 thrown
     3 understanding
     3 tangle
     3 ports
     3 shadows
     3 plans
     3 grown
     3 voices
     3 part
     3 confused
     3 unnoticed
     3 seven
     3 scar
     3 skull
     3 instruments
     3 died
     3 tip
     3 suffering
     3 laughing
     3 weapon
     3 uneasily
     3 reluctantly
     3 powerful
     3 holes
     3 devils
     3 beacon
     3 vanished
     3 may
     3 veins
     3 crashed
     3 conceive
     3 beating
     3 fierce
     3 swift
     3 wouldn't
     3 rakshi's
     3 infinitely
     3 box
     3 distant
     3 weals
     3 hunger
     3 sunlight
     3 nodded
     3 perhaps
     3 blindly
     3 sudden
     3 drifting
     3 guts
     3 heads
     3 doors
     3 disc
     3 everything
     3 girl
     3 drive
     3 pushed
     3 primal
     3 happened
     3 water
     3 half
     3 outer
     3 find
     3 rain
     3 eh
     3 food
     3 slid
     3 offer
     3 single
     3 bent
     3 pulled
     3 points
     3 ground
     3 yes
     3 colony
     3 aren't
     3 point
     3 clumsy
     3 game
     3 either
     3 utter
     3 closer
     3 side
     3 jerked
     3 yelled
     3 wild
     3 farther
     3 matter
     3 keep
     3 yours
     3 rushing
     3 uneasy
     3 hope
     3 plasma
     3 gulf
     3 kept
     3 motion
     3 forgotten
     3 soon
     3 remembering
     3 chapter
     3 stumbled
     3 magnetic
     3 slaves
     3 screamed
     3 quietly
     3 cavern
     3 coffin
     3 ranks
     3 fixed
     3 crashing
     3 venus
     3 growled
     3 inside
     3 steady
     3 i've
     3 feathery
     3 titan
     3 blurred
     3 nobody
     3 besides
     3 padded
     3 presently
     3 pleasure
     3 best
     3 shot
     3 blade
     3 standing
     3 coming
     3 erect
     3 floated
     3 dying
     3 reason
     3 taste
     3 planet
     3 burns
     3 above
     3 thin
     3 play
     3 noise
     3 worked
     3 hated
     3 line
     3 giant
     3 thundering
     3 car
     3 faint
     3 steel
     3 mask
     3 fairly
     3 climbed
     3 moment
     3 tightened
     3 grimly
     3 inner
     3 blow
     3 triangle
     3 clenched
     3 exquisite
     3 legs
     3 hangar
     3 smile
     3 transparent
     3 suit
     3 spread
     3 yet
     3 women
     3 pattern
     3 cords
     3 suffered
     3 tiny
     3 swallowed
     3 step
     3 gripped
     3 anything
     3 mark
     3 drop
     3 high
     2 nearest
     2 load
     2 clang
     2 uncertainly
     2 favor
     2 interstellar
     2 cool
     2 telepathy
     2 hairs
     2 rusted
     2 roared
     2 already
     2 heavily
     2 met
     2 dragged
     2 pinch
     2 third
     2 bad
     2 foot
     2 fix
     2 stabbing
     2 slave
     2 damn
     2 twilight
     2 elemental
     2 past
     2 harder
     2 sullen
     2 brightened
     2 follow
     2 concentration
     2 they're
     2 growing
     2 wide
     2 shiver
     2 containers
     2 eight
     2 sake
     2 delicate
     2 red-gold
     2 rang
     2 fury
     2 deathly
     2 sounds
     2 silently
     2 neither
     2 left
     2 stayed
     2 ached
     2 less
     2 crowd
     2 ones
     2 somebody
     2 blows
     2 ideas
     2 break
     2 lower
     2 sounded
     2 seemed
     2 pulses
     2 except
     2 hung
     2 stabbed
     2 wanted
     2 curve
     2 thirsty
     2 meant
     2 straight
     2 different
     2 blocks
     2 wires
     2 helmet
     2 carried
     2 makes
     2 tissue
     2 shackled
     2 venusian
     2 gentle
     2 motors
     2 falling
     2 chamber
     2 round
     2 cry
     2 apart
     2 shiny
     2 alien
     2 we'd
     2 you'd
     2 sunside
     2 entrance
     2 startled
     2 aid
     2 hide
     2 answered
     2 waiting
     2 drums
     2 city
     2 helpless
     2 wondered
     2 grating
     2 snarling
     2 weak
     2 betray
     2 beginning
     2 quicker
     2 measured
     2 ages
     2 vac
     2 together
     2 formed
     2 lived
     2 foolish
     2 distance
     2 aside
     2 defeat
     2 movement
     2 large
     2 creature
     2 built
     2 mechanism
     2 footsteps
     2 it's
     2 straining
     2 stanchion
     2 drawn
     2 flexed
     2 scowling
     2 shadow
     2 wrist
     2 weren't
     2 stars
     2 sat
     2 intensity
     2 chests
     2 same
     2 sons
     2 given
     2 wearily
     2 breathe
     2 children
     2 drew
     2 swung
     2 himself
     2 warn
     2 asked
     2 spite
     2 done
     2 idea
     2 broad
     2 spear
     2 sign
     2 knotted
     2 trap
     2 briefly
     2 glow
     2 nearly
     2 finally
     2 lose
     2 bands
     2 fortress
     2 lines
     2 treasure
     2 attacked
     2 fireball
     2 fought
     2 shield
     2 seeing
     2 fluid
     2 danced
     2 patrol
     2 better
     2 pulse
     2 vast
     2 eagerness
     2 secrets
     2 narrowed
     2 abruptly
     2 mental
     2 die
     2 whispering
     2 shimmered
     2 near
     2 tangled
     2 god
     2 flashes
     2 dusk
     2 mocking
     2 mars
     2 quick
     2 alone
     2 split
     2 crouched
     2 supplies
     2 someone
     2 nose
     2 cutting
     2 mirth
     2 ten
     2 groups
     2 monster
     2 roof
     2 rust
     2 storm
     2 shapes
     2 plates
     2 fists
     2 making
     2 judge
     2 hazel
     2 prickled
     2 viciously
     2 flat
     2 next
     2 dart
     2 younger
     2 blaze
     2 disliked
     2 escape
     2 course
     2 vagrant
     2 cliffs
     2 sit
     2 crazy
     2 mad
     2 stacked
     2 yeah
     2 flashed
     2 rumpled
     2 lurched
     2 waited
     2 yf
     2 fallen
     2 anger
     2 brows
     2 fear
     2 realized
     2 airlock
     2 such
     2 edge
     2 catch
     2 afraid
     2 angry
     2 showed
     2 lightning
     2 words
     2 mattered
     2 fool
     2 mean
     2 belly
     2 whisper
     2 planet-bred
     2 needles
     2 rail
     2 grinned
     2 trying
     2 guarded
     2 thick-muscled
     2 choked
     2 harmed
     2 lonely
     2 front
     2 fueling
     2 crimp
     2 yourself
     2 young
     2 laugh
     2 lighted
     2 humanity
     2 spun
     2 anyway
     2 sun-power
     2 prickling
     2 pick
     2 roots
     2 red-haired
     2 fires
     2 maybe
     2 animal
     2 blue-green
     2 sullenly
     2 hadn't
     2 thoughts
     2 precedent
     2 hammering
     2 memory
     2 hovering
     2 force
     2 martian's
     2 rest
     2 shivered
     2 second
     2 colonists
     2 full
     2 metallic
     2 hardly
     2 hovered
     2 cover
     2 clawed
     2 hey
     2 i'd
     2 smashed
     2 circe
     2 livid
     2 pricked
     2 connected
     2 weapons
     2 often
     2 worship
     2 rich
     2 glory
     2 orders
     2 silk
     2 chaos
     2 am
     2 tighten
     2 since
     2 upper
     2 youngest
     2 knees
     2 dust
     2 balconies
     2 woman's
     2 scratched
     2 ought
     2 glowed
     2 which
     2 found
     2 sandals
     2 five
     2 scowled
     2 stiffened
     2 completely
     2 name
     2 gleaming
     2 sides
     2 stupid
     1 gray
     1 sheathed
     1 silky
     1 sweating
     1 puckered
     1 safest
     1 anti-gravity
     1 mind-voice
     1 breath
     1 gleams
     1 fresh
     1 widen
     1 stirring
     1 em
     1 panel
     1 surprise
     1 ghost
     1 knowledge
     1 gleam
     1 key-banks
     1 triumph
     1 gambling
     1 breastplate
     1 partly
     1 pedestal
     1 job
     1 wheat-straw
     1 violet
     1 detached
     1 dared
     1 sight
     1 taunting
     1 protected
     1 driven
     1 both
     1 rivet
     1 erratically
     1 mining
     1 squinted
     1 twisted
     1 rhythmic
     1 defy
     1 stole
     1 pulling
     1 furrows
     1 beams
     1 maimed
     1 belong
     1 sulkily
     1 plain
     1 there'd
     1 higher
     1 scarlet
     1 late
     1 shudder
     1 groan
     1 ours
     1 midriff
     1 right'
     1 sick
     1 staggered
     1 earthman's
     1 transformer
     1 rockets
     1 luck
     1 listened
     1 reared
     1 coils
     1 dimness
     1 leading
     1 cliff
     1 action
     1 shine
     1 atmosphere
     1 sacrificed
     1 surprised
     1 terran
     1 stolen
     1 unconscious
     1 recovering
     1 shelter
     1 molded
     1 focused
     1 torture
     1 concerning
     1 sun's
     1 she'll
     1 towering
     1 pit
     1 rattle
     1 convulsively
     1 regained
     1 accepted
     1 jump
     1 end
     1 splendid
     1 miss
     1 sending
     1 fumble
     1 fever
     1 strips
     1 shattering
     1 glassy-scaled
     1 symbol
     1 woman
     1 tense
     1 resistance
     1 bundled
     1 fed
     1 gigantic
     1 departure
     1 span
     1 jerks
     1 sphere
     1 smoke
     1 child
     1 shaky
     1 cautiously
     1 develop
     1 yarns
     1 experienced
     1 steal
     1 plainly
     1 bone
     1 pawed
     1 flood
     1 demanded
     1 fields
     1 distantly
     1 crept
     1 life-skiff
     1 palms
     1 taut
     1 hoped
     1 cross
     1 prisoners
     1 hoping
     1 fuzzy
     1 hemisphere
     1 rocky
     1 mountains
     1 snarl
     1 bargain
     1 smoothly
     1 ruthlessly
     1 miraculously
     1 seen
     1 shocked
     1 knows
     1 drug
     1 rim
     1 noisy
     1 sweep
     1 grazed
     1 sometimes
     1 firing
     1 sparked
     1 shanghaied
     1 concern
     1 thickness
     1 screen
     1 sand
     1 numerous
     1 elbow
     1 rider
     1 devil
     1 earthman
     1 flitted
     1 blurs
     1 hit
     1 palm
     1 dopes
     1 worry
     1 mob
     1 mumbled
     1 liked
     1 somehow
     1 cigar-shaped
     1 crested
     1 ahead
     1 glass
     1 music
     1 carefully
     1 engine
     1 contemptuously
     1 smoldering
     1 wristlets
     1 riveted
     1 terrific
     1 pounding
     1 fanged
     1 racing
     1 sleek
     1 funny
     1 contracted
     1 design
     1 evenly
     1 quarries
     1 cubed
     1 long-lived
     1 voyages
     1 entered
     1 discovered
     1 stir
     1 strays
     1 bunched
     1 probing
     1 rewarded
     1 colonist's
     1 guide
     1 fainted
     1 rippling
     1 sharply
     1 dragging
     1 scales
     1 eyebrows
     1 decide
     1 suitable
     1 slits
     1 pinnacle
     1 silken
     1 deciding
     1 form
     1 sandaled
     1 cunning
     1 lie
     1 sneaking
     1 whiplash
     1 optic
     1 crying
     1 undergrowth
     1 reins
     1 test
     1 litheness
     1 oxygen
     1 king
     1 spaceship
     1 also
     1 tackling
     1 induce
     1 pay
     1 opals
     1 blue-white
     1 furious
     1 rush
     1 meaning
     1 drooping
     1 outcast
     1 shape
     1 knuckle-duster
     1 dangerous
     1 badly
     1 orderly
     1 insulated
     1 son
     1 dripping
     1 twice
     1 short-handed
     1 magnificently
     1 has
     1 thinning
     1 grunted
     1 cuts
     1 curse
     1 tin
     1 alert
     1 aimless
     1 rid
     1 colonize
     1 sealed
     1 minutes
     1 forces
     1 wicked
     1 rocking
     1 banks
     1 charge
     1 spontaneous
     1 flicking
     1 dip
     1 range
     1 blasters
     1 stay
     1 credible
     1 obscured
     1 cat's
     1 intensified
     1 learned
     1 mighty
     1 materials
     1 tipping
     1 ounce
     1 board
     1 breast
     1 god's
     1 beauty
     1 definite
     1 flooded
     1 eye
     1 sheeted
     1 keeping
     1 perfection
     1 cloak
     1 haie
     1 breathable
     1 contact
     1 should
     1 promised
     1 stink
     1 jet
     1 pour
     1 settlement
     1 word
     1 automatically
     1 sensitive
     1 clustered
     1 units
     1 interchange
     1 submit
     1 let's
     1 swell
     1 including
     1 itself
     1 mattress
     1 two-handed
     1 stokers
     1 create
     1 bread
     1 cases
     1 mystery
     1 mock
     1 call
     1 entities
     1 strangling
     1 gasping
     1 doubly
     1 sponged
     1 shucked
     1 singing
     1 designed
     1 desperately
     1 easily
     1 subtle
     1 ears
     1 beast
     1 showing
     1 padding
     1 gashes
     1 release
     1 upward
     1 plastered
     1 tear
     1 star-shot
     1 implication
     1 rusty-red
     1 energy
     1 orbit
     1 nowhere
     1 deflectors
     1 lasted
     1 pirates
     1 fist
     1 explain
     1 sky
     1 shuddered
     1 highly
     1 galleys
     1 proper
     1 eves
     1 spongy
     1 slight
     1 ago
     1 silver
     1 mass
     1 inconsistent
     1 godlike
     1 pumping
     1 handful
     1 chill
     1 humans'
     1 purple
     1 cross-braced
     1 grin
     1 fetch
     1 perish
     1 torches
     1 answer
     1 fire-shot
     1 hulk
     1 farm
     1 rocket
     1 decent
     1 murky
     1 modulation
     1 jekkara
     1 laughter
     1 shreds
     1 trembling
     1 experiments
     1 fine-cut
     1 pleased
     1 purposeful
     1 hollow
     1 hideous
     1 glittering
     1 unfamiliar
     1 slowed
     1 hearts
     1 fall
     1 chew
     1 shrill
     1 whether
     1 space-vent
     1 sprang
     1 pencil
     1 water-buried
     1 battering
     1 stock
     1 pieces
     1 glass-like
     1 extinct
     1 smote
     1 springy
     1 rooms
     1 gallery
     1 foul
     1 usable
     1 raging
     1 bearded
     1 wind
     1 forged
     1 rivets
     1 maiming
     1 cause
     1 tore
     1 welsh
     1 became
     1 boy's
     1 indeed
     1 beaten
     1 hunting
     1 breed
     1 fifteen
     1 direct
     1 trampling
     1 sharpened
     1 worlds
     1 gasped
     1 stampede
     1 man-made
     1 savagely
     1 raw
     1 bits
     1 flowed
     1 larger
     1 dangled
     1 mount
     1 fiend
     1 motor
     1 shortage
     1 indicators
     1 girder
     1 separate
     1 longevity
     1 won
     1 hardy
     1 urgent
     1 adequate
     1 mood
     1 piracy
     1 yelling
     1 problems
     1 suppose
     1 deft
     1 needle
     1 conquest
     1 queerly
     1 unlimited
     1 bow
     1 backward
     1 clearly
     1 lanes
     1 vengeance
     1 touch
     1 spitting
     1 completed
     1 cared
     1 myself
     1 dreams
     1 response
     1 depends
     1 shaggy
     1 trusted
     1 bank
     1 friend
     1 they've
     1 frequency
     1 survival
     1 throwing
     1 supplying
     1 unpleasant
     1 scared
     1 prop
     1 wordless
     1 trailing
     1 raggedly
     1 accept
     1 quivered
     1 balances
     1 happily
     1 blanketed
     1 spider-silk
     1 fragments
     1 called
     1 enlarged
     1 curly
     1 communicating
     1 hushed
     1 roughly
     1 forehead
     1 preoccupied
     1 plundering
     1 slavers
     1 obeyed
     1 pull
     1 low-canalers
     1 vaulting
     1 eccentric
     1 dazed
     1 ivory
     1 mailed
     1 killed
     1 glassite
     1 dangerously
     1 squirm
     1 night
     1 drove
     1 joined
     1 exultation
     1 wetly
     1 flare
     1 clammy
     1 blistering
     1 falter
     1 dials
     1 airless
     1 shielding
     1 leave
     1 cloud
     1 blank
     1 balance
     1 ridged
     1 tigress
     1 glinted
     1 loneliness
     1 scaled
     1 melt
     1 chance
     1 bloodshot
     1 disarmed
     1 impregnable
     1 strangle
     1 hard-scaled
     1 sister
     1 stomach
     1 searing
     1 stinking
     1 peaceful
     1 listen
     1 blackness
     1 repair
     1 nearer
     1 reddish
     1 noses
     1 ecstasy
     1 strained
     1 silly
     1 curves
     1 loathing
     1 miracle
     1 arc
     1 mentally
     1 fiercely
     1 smith
     1 giving
     1 tenney's
     1 rustle
     1 trouble
     1 obey
     1 source
     1 deepen
     1 really
     1 ear
     1 win
     1 silicate
     1 finish
     1 bandage
     1 stone
     1 anymore
     1 matted
     1 saying
     1 echoing
     1 holding
     1 stimulates
     1 domed
     1 realizing
     1 flared
     1 outline
     1 missed
     1 swooped
     1 impatient
     1 bring
     1 penetrated
     1 cities
     1 sleep
     1 jumble
     1 lest
     1 admiringly
     1 speed
     1 formless
     1 stealing
     1 sobbing
     1 darkside
     1 combustion
     1 existence
     1 spurred
     1 chased
     1 shock
     1 blur
     1 bottom
     1 hairy
     1 threat
     1 rather
     1 stuff
     1 chess
     1 moonless
     1 save
     1 batlike
     1 directing
     1 unmaneuverable
     1 prisoner
     1 hungry
     1 wick
     1 tools
     1 suddenly-altered
     1 simple
     1 unimaginative
     1 deadly
     1 worn
     1 vastness
     1 din
     1 twitched
     1 wailing
     1 woke
     1 fat
     1 talking
     1 turning
     1 virtual
     1 snapping
     1 unscrupulous
     1 classifying
     1 remaining
     1 inspiration
     1 fused
     1 misted
     1 patient
     1 suspicious
     1 prisoned
     1 jeer
     1 drunkenly
     1 swept
     1 questions
     1 seldom
     1 sins
     1 seven-fingered
     1 later
     1 proud
     1 poured
     1 turn
     1 where's
     1 framed
     1 kicked
     1 features
     1 unprotected
     1 gathering
     1 reflexes
     1 notice
     1 radio
     1 reach
     1 particular
     1 fiercer
     1 effective
     1 violence
     1 effort
     1 neat
     1 stud
     1 following
     1 hum
     1 swine
     1 overloaded
     1 wavered
     1 topography
     1 permitted
     1 scream
     1 compassionate
     1 onto
     1 steep
     1 needed
     1 mercurian
     1 start
     1 ending
     1 suddenness
     1 electric
     1 jarred
     1 father
     1 changed
     1 punishment
     1 stricken
     1 suck
     1 herded
     1 hiss
     1 asteroids
     1 pallid
     1 marks
     1 insides
     1 immensity
     1 crumpled
     1 blinded
     1 arrowing
     1 blob
     1 cleft
     1 most
     1 desert
     1 information
     1 slender
     1 explained
     1 braced
     1 clatter
     1 insisted
     1 shifted
     1 means
     1 moaned
     1 bitterly
     1 master
     1 axis
     1 father's
     1 probably
     1 crowning
     1 ladder
     1 limping
     1 fly
     1 tremendous
     1 cargo
     1 bellowing
     1 teeming
     1 duty
     1 blended
     1 getaway
     1 meditate
     1 themselves
     1 hypodermic
     1 hanging
     1 grew
     1 middle
     1 ragged
     1 helplessness
     1 constant
     1 forced
     1 mongrel
     1 begin
     1 hard-sheathed
     1 patrols
     1 boundaries
     1 sighed
     1 retched
     1 compensation
     1 valleys
     1 salt
     1 orbital
     1 glanced
     1 withdrew
     1 hurting
     1 vibrant
     1 parents
     1 swamp
     1 visiting
     1 spilling
     1 liking
     1 oiled
     1 beasts
     1 fill
     1 buckled
     1 waifs
     1 potential
     1 ball
     1 dispassionately
     1 none
     1 pool
     1 rudiments
     1 mere
     1 divided
     1 brighter
     1 latch
     1 hildegarde
     1 rough
     1 gaze
     1 brownness
     1 automatic
     1 possibly
     1 instinctively
     1 curling
     1 corridor
     1 flickering
     1 salty
     1 stern
     1 aloud
     1 bared
     1 breaking
     1 manlike
     1 buck
     1 aboard
     1 wrenching
     1 golden
     1 galleries
     1 strung
     1 collect
     1 crazily
     1 tension
     1 doggedly
     1 throbbed
     1 iridescently
     1 blindness
     1 bother
     1 tensely
     1 rolling
     1 gulls
     1 greater
     1 current
     1 guess
     1 harmlessly
     1 patch
     1 grinding
     1 scientific
     1 reflex
     1 nine
     1 filled
     1 apparatus
     1 reaction
     1 lashing
     1 twenty-seven
     1 approve
     1 stunning
     1 cleverness
     1 muffled
     1 throbbing
     1 friendliness
     1 obediently
     1 identifying
     1 furnace-hot
     1 raking
     1 threatened
     1 star
     1 urging
     1 softened
     1 drugged
     1 gray-brown
     1 gift
     1 search
     1 stubbornly
     1 sinewy
     1 comradeship
     1 smoky
     1 studied
     1 bit
     1 staying
     1 activity
     1 speared
     1 tissues
     1 perpetual
     1 dagger
     1 meeting
     1 slides
     1 marked
     1 bombs
     1 mercury's
     1 fine
     1 caverns
     1 poor
     1 smiling
     1 men's
     1 utterly
     1 trailed
     1 pouring
     1 homespun
     1 drenched
     1 known
     1 hell
     1 aimed
     1 instinctive
     1 kissed
     1 lawmen
     1 shout
     1 stunned
     1 lawbreakers
     1 emotion
     1 drylander
     1 need
     1 outside
     1 immortality
     1 process
     1 spiked
     1 powered
     1 margin
     1 bore
     1 legless
     1 swiftly
     1 infrequent
     1 blankets
     1 haul
     1 during
     1 pumps
     1 blades
     1 disarming
     1 dented
     1 wreck
     1 dispersed
     1 blinked
     1 pressed
     1 muted
     1 slope
     1 discs
     1 babble
     1 barred
     1 blundered
     1 helping
     1 satisfied
     1 carrying
     1 strayed
     1 rotten
     1 perihelion
     1 mail
     1 saved
     1 drained
     1 angrily
     1 opening
     1 refuge
     1 needled
     1 betrayed
     1 shifting
     1 isolated
     1 spotted
     1 phosphorescence
     1 clicking
     1 soil
     1 invaded
     1 underfoot
     1 warmed
     1 surface
     1 crack
     1 veil
     1 trick
     1 smoked
     1 battered
     1 puddle
     1 extra
     1 weal
     1 crawled
     1 understood
     1 impact
     1 letting
     1 please
     1 deck
     1 spear-points
     1 dulled
     1 added
     1 home
     1 sense
     1 acceleration
     1 bark
     1 rested
     1 steadied
     1 become
     1 threats
     1 crusted
     1 several
     1 prolonged
     1 spreadeagled
     1 whose
     1 talked
     1 skill
     1 love
     1 lanyards
     1 landing
     1 ways
     1 ambassador
     1 feeling
     1 swayed
     1 stuttered
     1 each
     1 count
     1 wish
     1 freighter
     1 shaft
     1 attention
     1 sagged
     1 weight
     1 finished
     1 searched
     1 excited
     1 doubt
     1 diabolically
     1 hidden
     1 testing
     1 sable
     1 winged
     1 kid
     1 wealth
     1 glassy
     1 status
     1 storms
     1 reproduce
     1 groaned
     1 bandaged
     1 till
     1 blunt
     1 whiter
     1 ring
     1 steam
     1 tramped
     1 disbelief
     1 cars
     1 believed
     1 loose
     1 sent
     1 jovian
     1 born
     1 eternity
     1 friends
     1 tramping
     1 gravitational
     1 whimpering
     1 bind
     1 chain
     1 hating
     1 feed
     1 lives
     1 heating
     1 controls
     1 hildy'll
     1 orbits
     1 ladders
     1 taking
     1 dangling
     1 able
     1 companies
     1 using
     1 hole
     1 reactions
     1 darkly
     1 darted
     1 ship's
     1 freedom
     1 grinning
     1 latent
     1 apparently
     1 ready
     1 echoed
     1 how'd
     1 store
     1 stony
     1 haven
     1 echoes
     1 level
     1 covered
     1 blessed
     1 impetuous
     1 bull
     1 studded
     1 thrilling
     1 hammer
     1 aureole
     1 corner
     1 complicated
     1 slightly
     1 thief
     1 longer
     1 sixteen
     1 slicing
     1 limp
     1 quiver
     1 wide-spread
     1 hijacking
     1 uselessly
     1 quickly
     1 rushed
     1 daylight
     1 springs
     1 riven
     1 bailed
     1 sold
     1 mingle
     1 familiar
     1 flow
     1 color
     1 jerk
     1 cubicle
     1 sort
     1 ask
     1 pure
     1 uncompromising
     1 impossible
     1 wiry
     1 stepped
     1 stake
     1 silkily
     1 scattered
     1 headed
     1 bathed
     1 dome
     1 bursting
     1 version
     1 driving
     1 leisure
     1 compass
     1 gauges
     1 spinning
     1 sang
     1 temples
     1 confusion
     1 gently
     1 prepared
     1 whispers
     1 topped
     1 pulsated
     1 overload
     1 stifling
     1 helped
     1 domination
     1 firmly
     1 battling
     1 skip
     1 shutters
     1 tongues
     1 defiance
     1 saran's
     1 binding
     1 high-power
     1 upset
     1 dot
     1 pair
     1 frowned
     1 destroy
     1 picture
     1 work-hardened
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 1315 the
     731 and
     562 of
     501 he
     458 a
     432 to
     315 in
     292 that
     289 it
     287 was
     233 his
     227 trevor
     214 had
     211 him
     200 they
     174 but
     166 with
     164 were
     136 you
     136 not
     128 them
     113 at
     113 on
     109 as
     109 there
     105 for
     101 i
     97 no
     87 out
     84 could
     84 from
     82 up
     80 all
     73 into
     71 be
     69 down
     68 said
     68 now
     64 her
     60 would
     60 have
     59 jen
     59 this
     58 shannach
     57 then
     57 she
     56 one
     55 their
     50 still
     48 so
     47 saul
     47 by
     47 came
     46 or
     46 is
     46 korins
     45 back
     45 way
     45 again
     44 mind
     43 like
     42 time
     41 me
     40 away
     40 hawks
     39 an
     39 too
     39 been
     37 do
     37 what
     37 ship
     36 if
     36 valley
     36 who
     35 when
     35 last
     35 are
     35 before
     34 go
     34 some
     34 sun-stone
     34 went
     33 only
     33 come
     33 thought
     32 long
     32 through
     32 we
     32 over
     31 did
     31 where
     31 see
     31 made
     30 toward
     30 about
     30 here
     30 saw
     30 get
     29 hands
     29 trevor's
     28 men
     28 face
     28 sun-stones
     27 man
     27 rock
     27 galt
     27 thing
     27 stone
     26 something
     26 us
     26 its
     26 eyes
     25 can
     25 more
     25 city
     25 looked
     25 little
     25 than
     25 why
     25 hugh
     24 how
     24 will
     24 while
     24 after
     24 slaves
     24 between
     24 head
     24 around
     23 seemed
     23 turned
     23 these
     23 want
     23 above
     23 take
     22 even
     22 don't
     22 your
     22 knew
     22 feet
     22 going
     22 look
     21 under
     21 mountains
     21 off
     21 against
     21 know
     21 far
     21 others
     21 cave
     20 rocks
     20 right
     20 didn't
     20 himself
     20 much
     20 other
     20 light
     20 very
     19 gone
     19 human
     19 felt
     19 once
     19 looking
     18 girl
     18 life
     18 let
     17 those
     17 it's
     17 never
     17 dark
     17 beyond
     17 voice
     17 two
     16 any
     16 left
     16 make
     16 black
     16 cold
     16 quite
     16 people
     16 began
     16 told
     16 nothing
     16 started
     16 though
     16 first
     15 without
     15 dead
     15 close
     15 i'll
     15 cried
     15 hard
     15 brain
     15 things
     15 earth
     15 took
     15 might
     14 behind
     14 stood
     14 my
     14 water
     14 among
     14 kill
     14 yes
     14 great
     14 just
     14 suddenly
     14 darkness
     14 ever
     13 set
     13 almost
     13 place
     13 waiting
     13 own
     13 must
     13 body
     13 small
     13 held
     13 enough
     13 korin
     13 air
     13 got
     13 moment
     13 which
     13 found
     13 anything
     12 watching
     12 they're
     12 alien
     12 perhaps
     12 below
     12 done
     12 used
     12 reached
     12 upon
     12 another
     12 canyon
     12 three
     12 yet
     12 faces
     11 rose
     11 that's
     11 mercury
     11 struck
     11 being
     11 half
     11 shadow
     11 watched
     11 alive
     11 fell
     11 along
     11 many
     11 wall
     11 mountain
     11 slowly
     11 caught
     11 stared
     11 full
     11 deep
     11 day
     11 hand
     11 tried
     11 high
     10 i'm
     10 understand
     10 except
     10 walls
     10 sound
     10 same
     10 because
     10 asked
     10 most
     10 stop
     10 well
     10 waited
     10 brows
     10 sun
     10 couldn't
     10 years
     10 room
     9 plain
     9 fury
     9 seen
     9 heard
     9 big
     9 lay
     9 help
     9 figures
     9 sky
     9 distance
     9 silence
     9 find
     9 hold
     9 lost
     9 ravine
     9 there's
     9 strong
     9 fly
     9 hundred
     9 coming
     9 few
     9 outside
     9 open
     9 work
     9 free
     9 across
     9 wings
     9 heavy
     9 statues
     8 ran
     8 white
     8 hawk
     8 bare
     8 end
     8 good
     8 less
     8 died
     8 wanted
     8 until
     8 getting
     8 put
     8 night
     8 hatred
     8 can't
     8 bitter
     8 brought
     8 dropped
     8 wild
     8 silent
     8 beat
     8 flying
     8 grew
     8 fear
     8 lizard
     8 such
     8 use
     8 trying
     8 convicts
     8 need
     8 run
     8 feel
     8 each
     8 hidden
     8 weapons
     8 lava
     8 am
     8 empty
     8 read
     8 wore
     7 breath
     7 already
     7 arms
     7 both
     7 hot
     7 passed
     7 bed
     7 woman
     7 whole
     7 crept
     7 you're
     7 forward
     7 lower
     7 jen's
     7 cut
     7 peaks
     7 evil
     7 moved
     7 sudden
     7 flesh
     7 fight
     7 answered
     7 everything
     7 oh
     7 spoke
     7 mouth
     7 shannach's
     7 stones
     7 exactly
     7 hunting
     7 steps
     7 true
     7 laughed
     7 point
     7 riders
     7 side
     7 chance
     7 won't
     7 keep
     7 die
     7 reach
     7 narrow
     7 screamed
     7 themselves
     7 else
     7 course
     7 beasts
     7 none
     7 strange
     7 worked
     7 think
     7 old
     7 red
     7 heat
     7 shivered
     7 second
     7 pocket
     7 longer
     7 floor
     7 live
     6 death
     6 partly
     6 twisted
     6 third
     6 he's
     6 running
     6 gave
     6 move
     6 shadows
     6 wide
     6 bone
     6 ugly
     6 tall
     6 hurt
     6 broken
     6 lie
     6 crying
     6 remember
     6 sunlight
     6 should
     6 word
     6 helmets
     6 claws
     6 every
     6 terrible
     6 together
     6 creature
     6 children
     6 swung
     6 led
     6 shoulder
     6 unnatural
     6 forehead
     6 try
     6 killed
     6 farther
     6 alone
     6 kept
     6 neck
     6 shoulders
     6 inside
     6 world
     6 anger
     6 rows
     6 afraid
     6 bridge
     6 river
     6 young
     6 bore
     6 catacomb
     6 touched
     6 thoughts
     6 careful
     6 minds
     6 trees
     6 skin
     6 bright
     6 women
     6 stream
     6 stony
     6 tiny
     6 club
     6 tell
     6 name
     5 wait
     5 square
     5 sight
     5 we'll
     5 cliff
     5 slave
     5 metal
     5 buildings
     5 living
     5 least
     5 followed
     5 leaned
     5 straight
     5 give
     5 different
     5 holds
     5 having
     5 cry
     5 shallow
     5 stay
     5 eye
     5 contact
     5 houses
     5 power
     5 speaking
     5 let's
     5 hate
     5 whatever
     5 scaly
     5 upward
     5 beside
     5 arm
     5 chill
     5 lived
     5 torches
     5 built
     5 burned
     5 heart
     5 galt's
     5 grow
     5 blood
     5 sat
     5 space
     5 secret
     5 fuel
     5 breathe
     5 single
     5 bent
     5 clearly
     5 touch
     5 pale
     5 desire
     5 moving
     5 masters
     5 clumsy
     5 utter
     5 closer
     5 leave
     5 torch
     5 pass
     5 streets
     5 downward
     5 key
     5 hope
     5 dream
     5 sitting
     5 wasn't
     5 later
     5 crouched
     5 flung
     5 hugh's
     5 next
     5 shouting
     5 isn't
     5 rough
     5 showed
     5 dying
     5 safe
     5 naked
     5 forbidden
     5 swiftly
     5 climbed
     5 somewhere
     5 badland
     5 crawled
     5 force
     5 feeling
     5 weight
     5 taking
     5 since
     5 always
     5 shook
     5 mounted
     5 sort
     5 torn
     5 quiet
     5 humans
     5 destroy
     4 taken
     4 hear
     4 surprise
     4 colonies
     4 driven
     4 mining
     4 thunder
     4 age
     4 late
     4 trapped
     4 fast
     4 damned
     4 flame
     4 picked
     4 sullen
     4 strength
     4 circling
     4 struggled
     4 underneath
     4 sure
     4 send
     4 lying
     4 fields
     4 voices
     4 part
     4 hit
     4 burning
     4 slept
     4 carefully
     4 cliff-face
     4 figure
     4 windows
     4 hall
     4 number
     4 oxygen
     4 also
     4 shrugged
     4 land
     4 killing
     4 slipped
     4 grip
     4 control
     4 itself
     4 speak
     4 talk
     4 easily
     4 ears
     4 opposite
     4 drive
     4 vague
     4 slow
     4 crude
     4 happened
     4 belt
     4 attempt
     4 generations
     4 thinking
     4 fall
     4 sprang
     4 we've
     4 rain
     4 became
     4 you've
     4 pulled
     4 korin's
     4 aren't
     4 called
     4 nearly
     4 minute
     4 spoken
     4 either
     4 snarled
     4 size
     4 times
     4 obey
     4 curiously
     4 vast
     4 huge
     4 shock
     4 dawn
     4 rolled
     4 woke
     4 basin
     4 bodies
     4 say
     4 our
     4 forgotten
     4 remembering
     4 someone
     4 herself
     4 new
     4 lifetime
     4 screaming
     4 making
     4 flat
     4 tremendous
     4 strangely
     4 forced
     4 saul's
     4 glanced
     4 what's
     4 haven't
     4 presently
     4 hesitated
     4 rise
     4 guess
     4 angry
     4 words
     4 consciousness
     4 ended
     4 hunted
     4 watch
     4 known
     4 hated
     4 basalt
     4 does
     4 unless
     4 settlers
     4 whispered
     4 slope
     4 fork
     4 inner
     4 eerie
     4 we're
     4 hunt
     4 several
     4 rest
     4 fertile
     4 alabaster
     4 horror
     4 cover
     4 sent
     4 truth
     4 path
     4 enslaved
     4 crash
     4 struggle
     4 dust
     4 nightmare
     4 daylight
     4 brute
     4 shaking
     4 color
     4 staring
     4 gripped
     4 pure
     4 short
     4 door
     4 buried
     4 sides
     4 noted
     3 show
     3 danger
     3 brow
     3 object
     3 tumbled
     3 shafts
     3 leading
     3 girl's
     3 atmosphere
     3 thrown
     3 twilight
     3 fortune
     3 past
     3 mouths
     3 ports
     3 solar
     3 endless
     3 kind
     3 pretty
     3 burst
     3 delicate
     3 curious
     3 sounds
     3 silently
     3 neither
     3 rode
     3 tanned
     3 chairs
     3 skull
     3 earthman
     3 circle
     3 finding
     3 palm
     3 leaving
     3 ones
     3 break
     3 huntsmen
     3 sharp
     3 sharply
     3 whip
     3 approaching
     3 meant
     3 carried
     3 stranger
     3 chasm
     3 gentle
     3 pain
     3 shape
     3 dangerous
     3 glared
     3 you'll
     3 wouldn't
     3 has
     3 apart
     3 throat
     3 lizards
     3 thrust
     3 harshly
     3 range
     3 entrance
     3 serve
     3 beauty
     3 heads
     3 hide
     3 doors
     3 center
     3 stirred
     3 gasping
     3 comes
     3 dreamed
     3 ago
     3 slip
     3 formed
     3 normal
     3 painfully
     3 large
     3 violent
     3 measure
     3 forever
     3 thanks
     3 brief
     3 tight
     3 raw
     3 flowed
     3 labor
     3 raised
     3 broke
     3 furiously
     3 within
     3 wants
     3 tongue
     3 solemn
     3 perfectly
     3 idea
     3 throwing
     3 story
     3 ground
     3 solid
     3 doesn't
     3 low
     3 cannot
     3 checked
     3 twenty
     3 dwarfed
     3 giving
     3 matter
     3 really
     3 sensed
     3 better
     3 cracks
     3 climbing
     3 flash
     3 holding
     3 hissed
     3 green
     3 swooped
     3 garments
     3 excitement
     3 doing
     3 batteries
     3 rather
     3 natural
     3 crystal
     3 talking
     3 murmured
     3 turning
     3 wrong
     3 hoarsely
     3 questions
     3 begun
     3 stiff
     3 shaken
     3 length
     3 turn
     3 split
     3 withdrawn
     3 surgeon
     3 stumbled
     3 telling
     3 seated
     3 changed
     3 anyone
     3 flicker
     3 tilted
     3 storm
     3 doctor
     3 braced
     3 catacombs
     3 means
     3 probably
     3 bunkers
     3 mist
     3 settled
     3 valleys
     3 cliffs
     3 padded
     3 hurry
     3 glare
     3 battle
     3 best
     3 eagerly
     3 easy
     3 realized
     3 lake
     3 edge
     3 instantly
     3 closed
     3 earthmen
     3 filled
     3 days
     3 belly
     3 softly
     3 planet
     3 thin
     3 stumbling
     3 smoky
     3 lonely
     3 guard
     3 front
     3 fighting
     3 passion
     3 hell
     3 rage
     3 skins
     3 laugh
     3 working
     3 hours
     3 fingers
     3 oblivion
     3 lip
     3 blazing
     3 grass
     3 pity
     3 carrying
     3 main
     3 mirror
     3 dreaded
     3 dull
     3 surface
     3 ferns
     3 deck
     3 sense
     3 memory
     3 become
     3 bound
     3 lock
     3 landing
     3 wish
     3 recognized
     3 slipping
     3 command
     3 clawed
     3 ledges
     3 alike
     3 dreadful
     3 remembered
     3 vision
     3 cloth
     3 nails
     3 loose
     3 eternity
     3 gesture
     3 upper
     3 generator
     3 glad
     3 freedom
     3 ready
     3 machinery
     3 level
     3 nor
     3 quickly
     3 otherwise
     3 unmistakable
     3 centuries
     3 clear
     3 window
     3 purpose
     3 driving
     3 completely
     3 firmly
     3 leaped
     3 drop
     3 party
     2 gray
     2 clinging
     2 headache
     2 lies
     2 owned
     2 sink
     2 striking
     2 sweating
     2 final
     2 knowledge
     2 leader
     2 wonder
     2 brilliant
     2 he'd
     2 belong
     2 scarlet
     2 bottles
     2 knife
     2 dimly
     2 four
     2 staggered
     2 bastion
     2 chained
     2 risen
     2 hair
     2 chances
     2 clawing
     2 harsh
     2 surprised
     2 exact
     2 gorge
     2 sheer
     2 peeling
     2 technicians
     2 instinct
     2 frail
     2 splendid
     2 strips
     2 wounded
     2 sorry
     2 overhang
     2 growing
     2 boots
     2 fumaroles
     2 palms
     2 awful
     2 welcome
     2 patterns
     2 hoping
     2 rocky
     2 settle
     2 knows
     2 stayed
     2 rim
     2 sweep
     2 drag
     2 humor
     2 roll
     2 sand
     2 pitiless
     2 scar
     2 attitude
     2 devil
     2 crowd
     2 worry
     2 somehow
     2 crested
     2 ahead
     2 mines
     2 thrashing
     2 flickered
     2 laughing
     2 weapon
     2 lit
     2 uneasily
     2 shattered
     2 corroded
     2 discovered
     2 worth
     2 dragging
     2 halls
     2 sank
     2 vanished
     2 leads
     2 nevertheless
     2 creatures
     2 exhaustion
     2 rush
     2 stronger
     2 fierce
     2 meaning
     2 badly
     2 falling
     2 round
     2 spark
     2 priceless
     2 alert
     2 pushing
     2 minutes
     2 wicked
     2 distant
     2 rusty
     2 you'd
     2 rare
     2 slapped
     2 growth
     2 hunger
     2 searching
     2 scars
     2 nodded
     2 learned
     2 grasp
     2 note
     2 bunch
     2 lords
     2 stroked
     2 flaring
     2 fled
     2 glistened
     2 gadgets
     2 physical
     2 watcher
     2 periods
     2 flowers
     2 crevices
     2 mystery
     2 subtle
     2 wished
     2 ships
     2 release
     2 anybody
     2 somber
     2 tear
     2 fist
     2 care
     2 beginning
     2 floundered
     2 study
     2 handful
     2 purple
     2 answer
     2 hulk
     2 aside
     2 decent
     2 laughter
     2 gathered
     2 bones
     2 aware
     2 leaves
     2 forgot
     2 hollow
     2 glittering
     2 scalding
     2 bowels
     2 whether
     2 stock
     2 decks
     2 pieces
     2 paradise
     2 outer
     2 crushed
     2 allowed
     2 sprawled
     2 thought-waves
     2 craggy
     2 wind
     2 weren't
     2 mounts
     2 indeed
     2 beaten
     2 stopped
     2 tired
     2 worlds
     2 six
     2 coldness
     2 savagely
     2 food
     2 book
     2 offer
     2 korith
     2 determination
     2 swoop
     2 slay
     2 queer
     2 echo
     2 dimension
     2 backward
     2 gamble
     2 bidden
     2 bleak
     2 she's
     2 weird
     2 smaller
     2 says
     2 they've
     2 broad
     2 believe
     2 afterward
     2 spur
     2 child's
     2 knotted
     2 names
     2 cliff-locked
     2 pull
     2 glow
     2 lose
     2 rubble
     2 drove
     2 tells
     2 tag
     2 slopes
     2 blank
     2 fortress
     2 guilt
     2 dealing
     2 hang
     2 listen
     2 blackness
     2 soul
     2 fought
     2 barrier
     2 reddish
     2 yelled
     2 trust
     2 terrifying
     2 fiercely
     2 trouble
     2 lift
     2 bronzed
     2 evening
     2 pulse
     2 bearing
     2 narrowed
     2 bring
     2 sleep
     2 icy
     2 numbing
     2 shut
     2 speed
     2 abruptly
     2 caves
     2 edges
     2 smell
     2 imperfect
     2 monstrous
     2 worn
     2 near
     2 god
     2 lips
     2 quick
     2 swept
     2 seldom
     2 armament
     2 poured
     2 agony
     2 features
     2 group
     2 soon
     2 smiled
     2 effort
     2 cells
     2 following
     2 vibration
     2 scream
     2 wave
     2 wide-winged
     2 onto
     2 hawk-lizards
     2 needed
     2 curved
     2 communication
     2 mercurian
     2 convict
     2 intent
     2 song
     2 rust
     2 reeling
     2 winking
     2 kin
     2 shapes
     2 quietly
     2 survived
     2 insane
     2 questioned
     2 uncanny
     2 moaned
     2 crush
     2 bitterly
     2 master
     2 cleared
     2 torchlight
     2 harness
     2 leathery
     2 middle
     2 wake
     2 blaze
     2 clothes
     2 begin
     2 peculiar
     2 steady
     2 i've
     2 escape
     2 besides
     2 soft
     2 halted
     2 plodding
     2 mere
     2 flashed
     2 whimper
     2 gaze
     2 examined
     2 crimson
     2 managed
     2 hulking
     2 manlike
     2 breaking
     2 folded
     2 fallen
     2 golden
     2 tubes
     2 baseball
     2 standing
     2 skulls
     2 greater
     2 ancient
     2 catch
     2 cracking
     2 teeth
     2 pages
     2 lightning
     2 stunning
     2 winked
     2 shrunk
     2 bodily
     2 lot
     2 spent
     2 stick
     2 fading
     2 harm
     2 curiosity
     2 swifter
     2 taste
     2 forget
     2 imagine
     2 studied
     2 prospecting
     2 jagged
     2 mercury's
     2 forcing
     2 quarry
     2 smiling
     2 utterly
     2 yourself
     2 reflecting
     2 forgiven
     2 relentless
     2 knowing
     2 sickly
     2 lighted
     2 substance
     2 entombed
     2 anyway
     2 lightly
     2 whoever
     2 frozen
     2 layers
     2 pressed
     2 heaps
     2 pick
     2 saved
     2 sorrow
     2 opening
     2 betrayed
     2 odd
     2 closing
     2 stand
     2 lifted
     2 clicking
     2 fires
     2 haze
     2 blow
     2 crack
     2 battered
     2 animal
     2 prudence
     2 roar
     2 hadn't
     2 protective
     2 understood
     2 letting
     2 twisting
     2 excitedly
     2 demon
     2 steadied
     2 snapped
     2 clutching
     2 chose
     2 caution
     2 sliding
     2 whose
     2 legs
     2 answering
     2 challenging
     2 talked
     2 vicious
     2 mechanical
     2 turf
     2 grave
     2 backed
     2 wounds
     2 finished
     2 doubt
     2 squarely
     2 winged
     2 conscious
     2 happen
     2 knocked
     2 clever
     2 smashed
     2 pitch
     2 ring
     2 steam
     2 quake
     2 weariness
     2 believed
     2 dim
     2 shuddering
     2 spot
     2 spread
     2 gong
     2 chain
     2 stripped
     2 controls
     2 savage
     2 using
     2 hole
     2 signal
     2 spare
     2 octave
     2 embrasures
     2 knees
     2 gaping
     2 joy
     2 other's
     2 glittered
     2 remote
     2 useless
     2 scrambling
     2 tawny
     2 defile
     2 step
     2 infinity
     2 gums
     2 unknown
     2 familiar
     2 realization
     2 instead
     2 shouldn't
     2 bigger
     2 herd
     2 impossible
     2 draw
     2 gradually
     2 noticed
     2 senses
     2 clung
     2 sunset
     2 tread
     2 concealment
     2 gleaming
     2 ride
     2 burn
     2 thirst
     2 mark
     2 touching
     2 underground
     2 remained
     1 rock-heap
     1 nearest
     1 rock-curtained
     1 wealthy
     1 crest
     1 fair
     1 crowding
     1 huts
     1 8
     1 kindled
     1 finality
     1 enveloped
     1 planetary
     1 fresh
     1 stirring
     1 supply
     1 space-tight
     1 sealed-in
     1 semblance
     1 reserves
     1 jeweled
     1 sharp-pointed
     1 exchange
     1 sympathies
     1 soundless
     1 strangeness
     1 yellow
     1 gambling
     1 exposure
     1 stiffly
     1 enlarge
     1 job
     1 groggily
     1 wiring
     1 stained
     1 capture
     1 captor
     1 dragged
     1 galloped
     1 protected
     1 perfect
     1 flew
     1 dug
     1 erstwhile
     1 toiled
     1 far-ranging
     1 relief
     1 anxious
     1 rockpiles
     1 let-down
     1 casting
     1 ebbed
     1 bad
     1 splintered
     1 pulling
     1 furrows
     1 maimed
     1 sulkily
     1 sun-seared
     1 bleeding
     1 loving
     1 higher
     1 foot
     1 stubble
     1 half-seen
     1 conquered
     1 charter
     1 sheet
     1 construction
     1 necessary
     1 protecting
     1 withdrawing
     1 doorway
     1 eagle's
     1 tail
     1 ours
     1 sick
     1 moss
     1 cotton
     1 nemesis
     1 vaporous
     1 deceptions
     1 blast
     1 imperious
     1 luck
     1 beach
     1 lizard-thing
     1 listened
     1 reared
     1 hurtling
     1 tie
     1 tribes
     1 dimness
     1 fling
     1 haunt
     1 demoniac
     1 considerably
     1 fraction
     1 swerved
     1 act
     1 unconscious
     1 throw
     1 cheek
     1 heeding
     1 shelter
     1 hefted
     1 clutched
     1 spilled
     1 fugitives
     1 damn
     1 torture
     1 friction
     1 super-electronic
     1 molten
     1 suicidal
     1 nervous
     1 outlines
     1 hostile
     1 awkward
     1 pudding-spoon
     1 frailty
     1 escaped
     1 half-life
     1 splashed
     1 towering
     1 aching
     1 chunk
     1 destroyed
     1 squared
     1 left-hand
     1 harder
     1 officers
     1 rounding
     1 enormous
     1 obedient
     1 pronounced
     1 animal's
     1 gravely
     1 jump
     1 pride
     1 urged
     1 scarcely
     1 strike
     1 planet-drifters
     1 brightened
     1 radioactive
     1 purpose-fullness
     1 continued
     1 sub-human
     1 tense
     1 unreal
     1 lichens
     1 order
     1 buckling
     1 concealed
     1 fan
     1 whistled
     1 arrogant
     1 overtopping
     1 tray
     1 interested
     1 wondering
     1 theirs
     1 synthecloth
     1 child
     1 strongly
     1 fissure
     1 intelligence
     1 badge
     1 forlorn
     1 finger
     1 regions
     1 lengthened
     1 flood
     1 wolfishly
     1 demanded
     1 loudness
     1 lashed
     1 edible
     1 thundered
     1 shed
     1 containers
     1 torchlit
     1 hoped
     1 catwalk
     1 blown
     1 detritus
     1 sake
     1 experimenting
     1 cross
     1 prisoners
     1 carbon
     1 wardrooms
     1 creaky
     1 thousands
     1 tops
     1 3
     1 meteor
     1 wheeled
     1 beds
     1 clambering
     1 obscene
     1 cats
     1 grasping
     1 antelope
     1 brace
     1 slavery
     1 grazed
     1 ravaged
     1 confused
     1 ached
     1 unnoticed
     1 firing
     1 armed
     1 clings
     1 meet
     1 whipped
     1 numbness
     1 concern
     1 thickness
     1 state
     1 boiling
     1 file
     1 gum
     1 wastes
     1 quieted
     1 mightiest
     1 roaring
     1 labyrinth
     1 instruments
     1 sunrise
     1 withstand
     1 deserted
     1 snatch
     1 passing
     1 pitiful
     1 tip
     1 rat
     1 flakes
     1 liked
     1 defenses
     1 glass
     1 music
     1 bury
     1 steeply
     1 brush
     1 these-
     1 suspect
     1 traitor
     1 barely
     1 hawk-meat
     1 brimstone
     1 armful
     1 exhausted
     1 yearning
     1 emerge
     1 intense
     1 bat
     1 racing
     1 ideas
     1 lowering
     1 frighten
     1 foam
     1 sounded
     1 contracted
     1 demons
     1 ridges
     1 evenly
     1 digging
     1 occurred
     1 muttered
     1 loud
     1 chords
     1 sucked
     1 stir
     1 hung
     1 powerful
     1 manner
     1 transform
     1 merged
     1 exclusively
     1 movements
     1 hasn't
     1 staining
     1 increasingly
     1 polished
     1 scraping
     1 indecent
     1 wrestling
     1 will-power
     1 scales
     1 chartered
     1 ton
     1 craft
     1 directed
     1 passions
     1 emergency
     1 lordly
     1 form
     1 scalpels
     1 unique
     1 subconscious
     1 summits
     1 impatiently
     1 sulphurous
     1 rectangle
     1 may
     1 twist
     1 lamps
     1 bedside
     1 forking
     1 gravel
     1 relieved
     1 bracing
     1 incongruous
     1 threateningly
     1 undergrowth
     1 cottages
     1 ominous
     1 bristling
     1 fleet
     1 column
     1 lazily
     1 retained
     1 therefore
     1 heels
     1 smothering
     1 pressure
     1 spaceship
     1 admit
     1 tissue
     1 reaching
     1 quest
     1 enclosed
     1 crashed
     1 caring
     1 pay
     1 tricked
     1 furious
     1 receptive
     1 penniless
     1 forbade
     1 steamy
     1 plains
     1 terrain
     1 frost
     1 control-bank
     1 pockets
     1 envisioned
     1 cataclysmic
     1 slowness
     1 formidable
     1 swift
     1 softening
     1 ward
     1 abyss
     1 tremble
     1 twice
     1 canteen
     1 thinly
     1 violently
     1 mists
     1 apparent
     1 breaks
     1 whirl
     1 groping
     1 grunted
     1 watches
     1 curse
     1 uttered
     1 tin
     1 tablets
     1 anguish
     1 desperate
     1 gnawed
     1 honestly
     1 lined
     1 sealed
     1 headfirst
     1 hired
     1 charge
     1 labs
     1 heading
     1 rusting
     1 feral
     1 ice
     1 hewn
     1 downpour
     1 idiot
     1 booming
     1 aging
     1 lightened
     1 betraying
     1 blindly
     1 captors
     1 cataract
     1 kindling
     1 terribly
     1 belongs
     1 startled
     1 gliding
     1 awakened
     1 obviously
     1 baleful
     1 ounce
     1 sore
     1 beforehand
     1 board
     1 god's
     1 setting
     1 shouted
     1 upright
     1 ladies
     1 flooded
     1 rock-strewn
     1 brink
     1 keeping
     1 cloak
     1 despair
     1 implicit
     1 surging
     1 three-layered
     1 somberly
     1 certain
     1 asking
     1 collars
     1 directly
     1 blowing
     1 radio-detonator
     1 jet
     1 impervious
     1 far-off
     1 inmost
     1 sweeping
     1 eroding
     1 settlement
     1 build
     1 demigods
     1 scramble
     1 shadowed
     1 suspicions
     1 shell
     1 squall
     1 slain
     1 slide
     1 clusters
     1 fanatics
     1 conduit
     1 wonderful
     1 shorts
     1 interval
     1 froze
     1 jetty
     1 rotted
     1 sensitive
     1 indicated
     1 stemming
     1 hull's
     1 threw
     1 pound
     1 business
     1 glimpsed
     1 wondered
     1 galloping
     1 plants
     1 tempered
     1 hateful
     1 mine
     1 ants
     1 complete
     1 5
     1 hollows
     1 honeycomb
     1 multiple
     1 chosen
     1 futility
     1 sad
     1 warned
     1 fixing
     1 call
     1 environment
     1 blankness
     1 jewel
     1 cataclysm
     1 strangling
     1 he'll
     1 warnings
     1 details
     1 shoved
     1 cultivation
     1 desperately
     1 ford
     1 upraised
     1 coldly
     1 beast
     1 staggering
     1 weak
     1 fighter
     1 benighted
     1 weary
     1 showing
     1 language
     1 padding
     1 snake
     1 scrap
     1 hawk-creatures
     1 distinguish
     1 soiled
     1 concerned
     1 speculative
     1 permanent
     1 whips
     1 by-product
     1 solitary
     1 float
     1 loomed
     1 taller
     1 pushed
     1 junk
     1 betray
     1 rock-built
     1 cattle
     1 explain
     1 poisons
     1 pressing
     1 disappearance
     1 thorns
     1 faintly
     1 futile
     1 passages
     1 boulder
     1 facing
     1 mass
     1 tunnels
     1 repaired
     1 suburbs
     1 circles
     1 miner's
     1 shins
     1 noiseless
     1 toy
     1 redness
     1 wound
     1 linen
     1 feelings
     1 foolish
     1 eyeholes
     1 repellent
     1 seat
     1 antiquated
     1 starving
     1 shame
     1 examine
     1 wandering
     1 dawned
     1 anxiously
     1 crystals
     1 independently
     1 farm
     1 saffron
     1 channel
     1 murky
     1 faltered
     1 propagated
     1 legend
     1 abroad
     1 rabbit
     1 expect
     1 one-quarter
     1 overpowering
     1 seems
     1 pleased
     1 radiance
     1 ingenuity
     1 nervously
     1 ebb
     1 redoubt
     1 trusts
     1 naturally
     1 wheeling
     1 shrill
     1 awe
     1 sprung
     1 harshness
     1 devil's
     1 brutal
     1 promise
     1 wormed
     1 worm-like
     1 remotely
     1 misjudged
     1 civilized
     1 catlike
     1 seize
     1 reality
     1 implacable
     1 erosions
     1 freakish
     1 assault
     1 however
     1 servants
     1 passes
     1 remnant
     1 output
     1 detector
     1 minimum
     1 springy
     1 scowling
     1 moist
     1 crawling
     1 fissionable
     1 glimpse
     1 citadel
     1 private
     1 raging
     1 half-dozen
     1 preference
     1 limb
     1 plutocrat
     1 renewed
     1 warning
     1 seeped
     1 hunters
     1 future
     1 tore
     1 welter
     1 secrecy
     1 produced
     1 eon
     1 undistinguished
     1 fleeting
     1 stairs
     1 sweat
     1 numbers
     1 owe
     1 overhead
     1 overdose
     1 stars
     1 stillness
     1 strangers
     1 bear
     1 aboriginal
     1 direct
     1 superstitious
     1 litter
     1 weeks
     1 pang
     1 whirlwind
     1 pretend
     1 moreover
     1 lash
     1 impulses
     1 intensity
     1 sob
     1 waste
     1 asleep
     1 earth's
     1 prayed
     1 disappointment
     1 named
     1 branches
     1 intently
     1 7
     1 larger
     1 occupied
     1 mount
     1 doubled
     1 crawl
     1 jewel-like
     1 eaten
     1 alarm
     1 given
     1 fashioned
     1 longevity
     1 passage
     1 speaks
     1 radioactivity
     1 female
     1 bolted
     1 attack
     1 unexplored
     1 visited
     1 sharp-eyed
     1 thoughtfulness
     1 squat
     1 dislodged
     1 entry
     1 paving
     1 horny
     1 suppose
     1 vines
     1 drew
     1 compartment
     1 pry
     1 veiled
     1 crannies
     1 resinous
     1 fourth
     1 pretending
     1 nondescript
     1 toughness
     1 vengeance
     1 machines
     1 limited
     1 unfriendly
     1 warn
     1 spitting
     1 species
     1 gases
     1 tearing
     1 cosmic
     1 myself
     1 senders
     1 pliant
     1 dreams
     1 track
     1 trip
     1 hurrying
     1 fangs
     1 wear
     1 spontaneity
     1 walking
     1 trusted
     1 tallest
     1 youth
     1 garden
     1 spite
     1 straightened
     1 toiling
     1 voiced
     1 doom
     1 exigencies
     1 uneasiness
     1 gladness
     1 occlude
     1 glancing
     1 shore
     1 tilting
     1 swinging
     1 unpleasant
     1 winner
     1 vicious-looking
     1 press
     1 incision
     1 deformity
     1 beneath
     1 beleaguered
     1 argue
     1 cubicles
     1 burrow
     1 bleakly
     1 starkly
     1 quivered
     1 gloom
     1 stamping
     1 colony
     1 refraining
     1 endure
     1 spy
     1 looming
     1 stress
     1 hushed
     1 disturbances
     1 immense
     1 crudely
     1 roughly
     1 darkling
     1 trap
     1 hopelessness
     1 speculation
     1 hurled
     1 locked
     1 bubbled
     1 game
     1 sidetrack
     1 leopardess
     1 sun-bleached
     1 dozed
     1 dazed
     1 pierced
     1 seeking
     1 frigid
     1 finally
     1 stealthy
     1 circled
     1 cursed
     1 enemy
     1 glassite
     1 silicon
     1 tossing
     1 persistent
     1 mole-like
     1 technician
     1 bluish
     1 ghostly
     1 chisel
     1 flare
     1 drown
     1 jutting
     1 blistering
     1 walked
     1 negotiable
     1 agreed
     1 airless
     1 savages
     1 accident
     1 glance
     1 thankfulness
     1 guttering
     1 rounded
     1 tunnel
     1 street
     1 delirium
     1 kings
     1 modern
     1 tigress
     1 lines
     1 amusement
     1 safety
     1 gold
     1 glinted
     1 thatched
     1 harmless
     1 instant
     1 simply
     1 bitterness
     1 certainty
     1 traces
     1 carnelian
     1 intelligent
     1 crossed
     1 folk
     1 flush
     1 blazed
     1 shake
     1 ridge
     1 ugliness
     1 repair
     1 plundered
     1 nearer
     1 dispose
     1 it'll
     1 answers
     1 feared
     1 sentient
     1 shield
     1 defiled
     1 clearer
     1 bothered
     1 unexpectedly
     1 descended
     1 clambered
     1 strained
     1 mortuary
     1 retorted
     1 sluggish
     1 doorways
     1 glinting
     1 electronic
     1 steadily
     1 seeing
     1 loathing
     1 shapeless
     1 virgin
     1 slung
     1 everyone
     1 loaded
     1 coals
     1 sensitivity
     1 depths
     1 suspicion
     1 whom
     1 imperviplast
     1 striplings
     1 precious
     1 daze
     1 craziness
     1 echoing
     1 gloomy
     1 devices
     1 position
     1 rent
     1 drain
     1 pillar
     1 happy
     1 table
     1 bounded
     1 ochre
     1 spat
     1 stimuli
     1 burden
     1 eagerness
     1 choosing
     1 villas
     1 real
     1 country
     1 flames
     1 obvious
     1 loin
     1 counting
     1 flared
     1 expression
     1 fragment
     1 penetrated
     1 male
     1 riotous
     1 relax
     1 uneasy
     1 stealing
     1 ache
     1 nasty
     1 chorus
     1 forgetting
     1 sticks
     1 insistence
     1 deliberately
     1 universe
     1 canted
     1 shadings
     1 spray
     1 bottom
     1 tightening
     1 revealing
     1 self
     1 infinite
     1 rigidly
     1 wolves
     1 mental
     1 soaring
     1 bulkheads
     1 companionship
     1 gripping
     1 spidery
     1 gas
     1 transformed
     1 insulation
     1 cloths
     1 2
     1 awfulness
     1 mingled
     1 poised
     1 sinking
     1 creepers
     1 peculiarly
     1 prickly
     1 hungry
     1 bruised
     1 tools
     1 doubted
     1 simple
     1 cavalcade
     1 sea
     1 shimmered
     1 disfigurement
     1 failure
     1 frantically
     1 tangled
     1 head-foremost
     1 wailing
     1 operated
     1 crests
     1 snapping
     1 gasps
     1 suspicious
     1 riding
     1 climb
     1 bloody
     1 man's
     1 unsteady
     1 score
     1 white-jacketed
     1 shivering
     1 possible
     1 proud
     1 iron
     1 where's
     1 kicked
     1 unprotected
     1 shimmer
     1 goes
     1 reapers
     1 stab
     1 radio
     1 dropping
     1 roads
     1 rust-red
     1 neatly
     1 patience
     1 particular
     1 implement
     1 walled
     1 pictures
     1 violence
     1 star-shine
     1 softer
     1 half-naked
     1 piece
     1 tide
     1 foreheads
     1 strata
     1 ignored
     1 camouflage
     1 roughness
     1 gleamed
     1 breathing
     1 unease
     1 wavered
     1 bridles
     1 angles
     1 reined
     1 sensible
     1 difference
     1 ends
     1 pave
     1 outraged
     1 magnetic
     1 hissing
     1 takes
     1 thoughtfully
     1 essence
     1 composed
     1 downstream
     1 woven
     1 far-removed
     1 nose
     1 conclusion
     1 invasion
     1 start
     1 alarmed
     1 cutting
     1 relentlessly
     1 blowholes
     1 ending
     1 everest
     1 wrench
     1 distract
     1 prospected
     1 mirth
     1 grimy
     1 stricken
     1 herded
     1 flagging
     1 cooler
     1 pallid
     1 rougher
     1 immensity
     1 external
     1 blinded
     1 glimmering
     1 ceiling
     1 monster
     1 roof
     1 hundreds
     1 waist
     1 chinks
     1 stamp
     1 diving
     1 topple
     1 half-truths
     1 footing
     1 explained
     1 flight
     1 links
     1 plates
     1 drumming
     1 motivated
     1 hooked
     1 bars-flickered
     1 blind
     1 cavern
     1 scorn
     1 ambush
     1 advanced
     1 viciously
     1 registered
     1 bell
     1 misty
     1 secured
     1 half-clad
     1 casually
     1 hull
     1 decided
     1 clubs
     1 meaningless
     1 fixed
     1 paper
     1 welded
     1 welling-up
     1 washed
     1 dictate
     1 fate
     1 frightened
     1 spreading
     1 attacking
     1 cheeks
     1 hoofed
     1 regretting
     1 choose
     1 half-mile
     1 fabric
     1 scorched
     1 helplessness
     1 plunge
     1 barren
     1 crew
     1 revolt
     1 unendurable
     1 towered
     1 tomorrow
     1 limply
     1 busy
     1 needs
     1 ability
     1 prospector
     1 rock-lizard
     1 frightening
     1 keen
     1 aft
     1 plank
     1 ordered
     1 pursuit
     1 vivid
     1 stamped
     1 slighter
     1 studying
     1 starved
     1 shone
     1 valley-bred
     1 frothing
     1 hooking
     1 bewildering
     1 hurting
     1 repulsive
     1 titan
     1 significance
     1 gun
     1 reward
     1 friendly
     1 masses
     1 necks
     1 smother
     1 questioning
     1 forest
     1 partial
     1 mad
     1 enamel
     1 buckled
     1 laid
     1 dandled
     1 chemistry
     1 potential
     1 earldom
     1 treachery
     1 slippery
     1 reverted
     1 roused
     1 carved
     1 tails
     1 irresistible
     1 spasmodic
     1 killer
     1 weakness
     1 greatest
     1 early
     1 master's
     1 praying
     1 shallows
     1 irreparable
     1 smooth
     1 ribs
     1 lain
     1 possessed
     1 tormenting
     1 misled
     1 brilliance
     1 possibly
     1 monkeying
     1 hid
     1 hers
     1 pleasure
     1 nothingness
     1 creep
     1 sentinel
     1 impulse
     1 precariously
     1 black-winged
     1 blood-mad
     1 swimmer
     1 quivering
     1 incalculable
     1 resist
     1 stern
     1 clumps
     1 aloud
     1 space-suits
     1 bared
     1 receding
     1 spit
     1 aboard
     1 gaunt
     1 erosion
     1 throbbed
     1 especially
     1 fronted
     1 defied
     1 bother
     1 scrambled
     1 based
     1 outstretched
     1 ruined
     1 canting
     1 chambers
     1 giants
     1 godforsaken
     1 adorning
     1 rolling
     1 piled
     1 obscurity
     1 saddle
     1 rock-lizards
     1 grain
     1 outspread
     1 awakening
     1 erect
     1 cooling
     1 superspectrum
     1 bruising
     1 interfere
     1 sure-footedly
     1 smiles
     1 sickness
     1 reaction
     1 erupted
     1 reason
     1 lashing
     1 conditioned
     1 labored
     1 edged
     1 child-size
     1 darting
     1 gradual
     1 burned-out
     1 brightness
     1 clothing
     1 mid-afternoon
     1 crystallized
     1 dried
     1 threatened
     1 mistaking
     1 figures-had
     1 oldest
     1 mean
     1 spared
     1 frayed
     1 returned
     1 root
     1 search
     1 perspective
     1 guarded
     1 gives
     1 mind-patterns
     1 lapping
     1 wholly
     1 combined
     1 feebly
     1 4
     1 cruel
     1 stubbornly
     1 rags
     1 custom
     1 forestalled
     1 sinewy
     1 slack
     1 widened
     1 cracked
     1 unbearable
     1 choked
     1 alarming
     1 lights
     1 claw
     1 villages
     1 presence
     1 goal
     1 type
     1 faced
     1 swam
     1 beard
     1 alcoves
     1 destiny
     1 amount
     1 triumphant
     1 visions
     1 wave-lengths
     1 collapse
     1 yourselves
     1 artist
     1 intervals
     1 reaches
     1 trailed
     1 thieves
     1 thighs
     1 half-minute
     1 awareness
     1 birth-pangs
     1 whirring
     1 bulky
     1 line
     1 stocky
     1 raged
     1 furnace
     1 stunned
     1 lonesome
     1 impossibly
     1 frost-rime
     1 giant
     1 adornments
     1 jarring
     1 denial
     1 angled
     1 belief
     1 spiral
     1 breadth
     1 hazardous
     1 tears
     1 hounds
     1 gateways
     1 atomic
     1 sticking
     1 wrapped
     1 essentials
     1 thundering
     1 ablaze
     1 blankets
     1 content
     1 crypts
     1 stoniness
     1 pitied
     1 greatly
     1 shaped
     1 deeper
     1 refusal
     1 shoulder-muscles
     1 equally
     1 streams
     1 comprehend
     1 unchanging
     1 sagging
     1 blades
     1 rising
     1 boulders
     1 wreck
     1 clasp
     1 extremes
     1 relative
     1 crowns
     1 ignited
     1 amazed
     1 mask
     1 height
     1 splash
     1 plentiful
     1 muted
     1 paused
     1 cruelty
     1 listening
     1 fairly
     1 barred
     1 horses
     1 radiation
     1 rotten
     1 morning
     1 avalanche
     1 hunched
     1 mercy
     1 angrily
     1 veils
     1 happening
     1 system
     1 afoot
     1 calling
     1 brand
     1 brains
     1 strictly
     1 accessible
     1 invaded
     1 horrid
     1 climate
     1 sub-mercurian
     1 places
     1 frequencies
     1 safely
     1 hesitantly
     1 trick
     1 potency
     1 dreary
     1 extra
     1 untouched
     1 yards
     1 security
     1 sullenly
     1 paddock
     1 beads
     1 sensation
     1 unutterably
     1 sane
     1 urgently
     1 impact
     1 faithful
     1 understands
     1 floundering
     1 deepened
     1 opened
     1 signs
     1 bewildered
     1 hammering
     1 lazy
     1 relatively
     1 reek
     1 chemical
     1 strident
     1 damage
     1 smashing
     1 rested
     1 clenched
     1 memories
     1 discovery
     1 accursed
     1 exquisite
     1 peoples
     1 texture
     1 pitched
     1 swing
     1 girdle
     1 sapling
     1 scant
     1 wishes
     1 feature
     1 approximate
     1 forbidding
     1 physicists
     1 embodiment
     1 cousin
     1 skill
     1 tougher
     1 reckoning
     1 collared
     1 terror
     1 shells
     1 tipped
     1 sell
     1 miles
     1 talons
     1 emerged
     1 earth-ever
     1 triumphantly
     1 fortunes
     1 6
     1 army
     1 nearness
     1 leaden
     1 trampled
     1 swayed
     1 stilled
     1 laps
     1 shaft
     1 swooping
     1 sagged
     1 afterglow
     1 tough
     1 smile
     1 searched
     1 panic
     1 accompanied
     1 valuable
     1 streaks
     1 races
     1 borne
     1 bush
     1 worst
     1 womanlike
     1 bursts
     1 proportion
     1 un-sureness
     1 wealth
     1 locker
     1 hovered
     1 gray-green
     1 grim
     1 glassy
     1 blinking
     1 avoid
     1 generators
     1 charging
     1 wielded
     1 groaned
     1 handle
     1 equipment
     1 wraithlike
     1 dress
     1 darkening
     1 livid
     1 inescapable
     1 deeply
     1 resentful
     1 zippers
     1 dominated
     1 primeval
     1 connected
     1 avert
     1 hungrily
     1 supplanted
     1 tips
     1 often
     1 halloo
     1 push
     1 areas
     1 individuality
     1 temporarily
     1 graceless
     1 impressive
     1 volcanic
     1 night's
     1 grows
     1 goblin
     1 fault
     1 orders
     1 repairs
     1 vaguely
     1 amazement
     1 whimpering
     1 protest
     1 lives
     1 shriek
     1 arrested
     1 radium
     1 civilizing
     1 operating
     1 jewels
     1 collar
     1 silk
     1 wolf
     1 convulsed
     1 nooks
     1 controlled
     1 pattern
     1 alloyed
     1 soothing
     1 lightning's
     1 patiently
     1 riffling
     1 reflected
     1 pin
     1 saddled
     1 dive
     1 normally
     1 gods
     1 intact
     1 darted
     1 mounting
     1 guessing
     1 dogs
     1 rebirth
     1 watercourse
     1 unable
     1 easier
     1 suffered
     1 latent
     1 painful
     1 wither
     1 methodically
     1 bemused
     1 altogether
     1 clenching
     1 emigrant
     1 youngest
     1 trod
     1 pallet
     1 corner
     1 moldering
     1 complicated
     1 weighed
     1 muddy
     1 spears
     1 swallowed
     1 other-worldly
     1 not-too-bad
     1 explore
     1 flee
     1 evilly
     1 grotesque
     1 rushed
     1 anywhere
     1 darkened
     1 bombardment
     1 cave-mouth
     1 winced
     1 shall
     1 springs
     1 ought
     1 riven
     1 spacer
     1 claw-marks
     1 glowed
     1 winded
     1 charged
     1 wing
     1 weakly
     1 lungs
     1 onward
     1 lightless
     1 hell-hole
     1 strides
     1 curtly
     1 gashed
     1 audible
     1 yearned
     1 hawk's
     1 shrinking
     1 forefront
     1 commanding
     1 skyscrapers
     1 landed
     1 shrieked
     1 wherever
     1 quantifies
     1 passionate
     1 collar-rest
     1 gauges
     1 astonishment
     1 endures
     1 horror-struck
     1 gladly
     1 five
     1 task
     1 confusion
     1 cavernous
     1 gently
     1 scowled
     1 shadowy
     1 spiny
     1 seem
     1 massive
     1 earnestly
     1 stifling
     1 learn
     1 naming
     1 receivers
     1 blessing
     1 greed
     1 emotions
     1 spaceman's
     1 brown
     1 swore
     1 tormented
     1 shambles
     1 openings
     1 scientists
     1 success
     1 picture
     1 structure
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  421 the
     200 and
     168 he
     148 of
     136 to
     131 a
     118 was
     106 his
     95 in
     92 garth
     80 it
     61 that
     57 had
     57 but
     55 him
     47 on
     46 for
     43 with
     43 there
     40 macdougal
     35 then
     34 i
     33 you
     30 we
     30 ship
     30 out
     27 at
     27 were
     27 brent
     27 them
     26 back
     25 what
     25 from
     24 said
     23 as
     23 stevens
     22 no
     22 they
     21 up
     21 face
     21 into
     20 down
     20 do
     19 man
     19 now
     19 have
     18 by
     18 could
     18 her
     17 alice
     17 about
     17 so
     17 one
     17 whispers
     16 through
     16 darkside
     16 get
     16 this
     15 bruce
     15 if
     15 knew
     15 all
     15 me
     15 voice
     15 scot
     15 another
     15 eyes
     14 mercury
     14 brent's
     14 time
     14 didn't
     14 going
     14 dark
     14 be
     14 over
     13 go
     13 something
     13 ye
     13 barry
     13 thought
     13 himself
     13 light
     13 salvage
     12 your
     12 come
     12 demons
     12 i'll
     12 would
     12 is
     12 couldn't
     12 not
     12 before
     11 forward
     11 webster
     11 here
     11 or
     11 went
     11 gun
     11 wilsey
     11 hermes
     10 even
     10 i'm
     10 away
     10 heard
     10 black
     10 want
     10 die
     10 again
     10 suddenly
     10 we're
     10 are
     9 can
     9 he'd
     9 only
     9 like
     9 dead
     9 shadow
     9 us
     9 came
     9 against
     9 too
     9 nothing
     8 an
     8 big
     8 stood
     8 sila
     8 crystals
     8 macdougal's
     8 looked
     8 lost
     8 killed
     8 enough
     8 who
     8 never
     8 just
     8 why
     8 know
     8 fear
     8 darkness
     8 whispered
     8 sent
     7 right
     7 metal
     7 under
     7 don't
     7 almost
     7 broken
     7 has
     7 off
     7 control
     7 every
     7 belt
     7 my
     7 it's
     7 garth's
     7 space
     7 chance
     7 saw
     7 wild
     7 torch
     7 port
     7 crystal
     7 little
     7 man's
     7 mad
     7 lonely
     7 felt
     7 hand
     7 heavy
     7 been
     7 first
     6 death
     6 flame
     6 where
     6 make
     6 some
     6 wanted
     6 helmet
     6 shouted
     6 cold
     6 hands
     6 martian
     6 kill
     6 needle
     6 when
     6 try
     6 see
     6 our
     6 akal
     6 last
     6 their
     6 got
     6 scot's
     6 open
     6 caught
     6 might
     6 terror
     6 two
     6 door
     5 gone
     5 hear
     5 set
     5 hair
     5 twilight
     5 those
     5 toward
     5 ahead
     5 struck
     5 murder
     5 perhaps
     5 men
     5 waiting
     5 find
     5 quite
     5 stopped
     5 put
     5 laughed
     5 these
     5 matter
     5 hope
     5 beyond
     5 its
     5 visi-plate
     5 there's
     5 crazy
     5 made
     5 nae
     5 began
     5 heat
     5 hadn't
     5 took
     5 minds
     5 i'd
     5 dim
     5 controls
     5 though
     5 which
     5 currents
     5 tell
     5 head
     5 live
     4 taken
     4 gray
     4 rose
     4 job
     4 harsh
     4 sorry
     4 eternal
     4 you're
     4 yttrium
     4 did
     4 laughing
     4 shattered
     4 except
     4 hung
     4 powerful
     4 yacht
     4 meant
     4 plunged
     4 being
     4 wouldn't
     4 turned
     4 lad
     4 happened
     4 long
     4 cabin
     4 silence
     4 close
     4 let
     4 broke
     4 body
     4 alive
     4 because
     4 jets
     4 near
     4 wasn't
     4 than
     4 after
     4 onto
     4 flung
     4 mercurian
     4 blurred
     4 glare
     4 shot
     4 filled
     4 police
     4 blue
     4 conscious
     4 very
     4 sun
     4 since
     4 ever
     4 crash
     4 sandy
     4 machinery
     4 change
     4 found
     4 take
     4 around
     3 wait
     3 ran
     3 white
     3 that's
     3 we'll
     3 rockets
     3 damned
     3 running
     3 understand
     3 strength
     3 voices
     3 any
     3 more
     3 gavin
     3 left
     3 seen
     3 scotia
     3 rat
     3 seemed
     3 give
     3 how
     3 cut
     3 venusian
     3 shape
     3 stay
     3 lay
     3 help
     3 shrugged
     3 guts
     3 contact
     3 sarasoff
     3 let's
     3 hate
     3 life
     3 vac
     3 together
     3 purple
     3 laughter
     3 louder
     3 water
     3 surged
     3 still
     3 will
     3 weren't
     3 impulses
     3 same
     3 given
     3 motive
     3 fuel
     3 bent
     3 shaggy
     3 asked
     3 desolation
     3 ground
     3 reached
     3 stevens'
     3 while
     3 fell
     3 cursed
     3 night
     3 hatred
     3 can't
     3 utter
     3 bitter
     3 brought
     3 listen
     3 keep
     3 sleep
     3 abruptly
     3 universe
     3 deadly
     3 she
     3 alone
     3 switch
     3 radio
     3 soon
     3 following
     3 magnetic
     3 someone
     3 strong
     3 hull
     3 venus
     3 company
     3 forced
     3 inside
     3 jaw
     3 other
     3 televisor
     3 well
     3 akal's
     3 hard
     3 shard
     3 far
     3 vibrations
     3 tubes
     3 field
     3 ancient
     3 closed
     3 brain
     3 things
     3 think
     3 hours
     3 anyway
     3 faint
     3 wreck
     3 pick
     3 stand
     3 crack
     3 touched
     3 opened
     3 awake
     3 weight
     3 tough
     3 deep
     3 free
     3 between
     3 trial
     3 glad
     3 staring
     3 gripped
     3 across
     3 clear
     3 ye've
     3 quiet
     3 organisms
     3 name
     3 anything
     3 greed
     3 metals
     3 dot
     2 proven
     2 defiantly
     2 supply
     2 already
     2 aye
     2 cheated
     2 drinking
     2 relief
     2 third
     2 dumped
     2 behind
     2 hot
     2 d'ye
     2 staggered
     2 fire
     2 luck
     2 hurtling
     2 he's
     2 stolen
     2 tug
     2 watching
     2 damn
     2 dare
     2 dirty
     2 aching
     2 months
     2 past
     2 passed
     2 convicted
     2 communicate
     2 end
     2 ports
     2 without
     2 image
     2 growing
     2 burst
     2 alice's
     2 wide
     2 lying
     2 loudly
     2 taut
     2 madness
     2 rang
     2 ugly
     2 part
     2 screen
     2 finding
     2 died
     2 tow
     2 mind
     2 racing
     2 funny
     2 muttered
     2 loud
     2 facet
     2 followed
     2 form
     2 subconscious
     2 figure
     2 crying
     2 wrecked
     2 censor-band
     2 crashed
     2 rush
     2 timers
     2 glared
     2 existed
     2 cell
     2 phone
     2 caffeine
     2 throat
     2 lined
     2 until
     2 nodded
     2 startled
     2 land
     2 keeping
     2 certain
     2 rhythms
     2 build
     2 important
     2 girl
     2 mine
     2 itself
     2 clue
     2 drink
     2 suits
     2 desperately
     2 whatever
     2 ships
     2 testimony
     2 pirates
     2 slow
     2 beside
     2 mouth
     2 ago
     2 lived
     2 answer
     2 hulk
     2 smuggled
     2 aside
     2 burned
     2 forever
     2 brutal
     2 drowned
     2 we've
     2 private
     2 sweat
     2 beaten
     2 blanket
     2 impenetrable
     2 blood
     2 gasped
     2 you've
     2 raised
     2 secret
     2 squat
     2 must
     2 single
     2 pulled
     2 touch
     2 done
     2 frequency
     2 hurled
     2 locked
     2 glow
     2 nearly
     2 held
     2 either
     2 flowing
     2 meager
     2 balance
     2 gold
     2 instant
     2 thing
     2 times
     2 yelled
     2 rigid
     2 bay
     2 farther
     2 won't
     2 whom
     2 danced
     2 interplanetary
     2 burr
     2 bunkroom
     2 tramp
     2 flash
     2 green
     2 flames
     2 streak
     2 bring
     2 overcome
     2 speed
     2 huge
     2 blur
     2 rather
     2 bulkhead
     2 levers
     2 today
     2 yer
     2 whispering
     2 failure
     2 silent
     2 possible
     2 kept
     2 crouched
     2 velocity
     2 smiled
     2 narrow
     2 vibration
     2 scream
     2 new
     2 screamed
     2 electric
     2 anyone
     2 stop
     2 ye're
     2 shapes
     2 wall
     2 much
     2 flight
     2 lax
     2 viciously
     2 maze
     2 shoulders
     2 wake
     2 strangely
     2 blaze
     2 escape
     2 ye'll
     2 saving
     2 course
     2 swamp
     2 what's
     2 wildly
     2 office
     2 strange
     2 air
     2 bony
     2 crimson
     2 stern
     2 evidence
     2 realized
     2 such
     2 edge
     2 sanity
     2 disturbance
     2 bunk
     2 reason
     2 days
     2 words
     2 drugged
     2 harm
     2 softly
     2 planet
     2 trying
     2 above
     2 thin
     2 cracked
     2 naked
     2 owes
     2 semaphore
     2 watch
     2 hell
     2 stunned
     2 laugh
     2 during
     2 eerily
     2 unchanging
     2 execution
     2 cramped
     2 somewhere
     2 unhealthy
     2 grimly
     2 blow
     2 crawled
     2 pistol
     2 force
     2 feel
     2 started
     2 whisky
     2 love
     2 scarred
     2 three
     2 swayed
     2 hangar
     2 full
     2 smile
     2 limit
     2 locker
     2 grim
     2 smashed
     2 bringing
     2 suit
     2 relay
     2 clanged
     2 yet
     2 savage
     2 am
     2 checking
     2 pocket
     2 tiny
     2 barroom
     2 empty
     2 shook
     2 nor
     2 rushed
     2 realize
     2 struggling
     2 instead
     2 relaxed
     2 driving
     2 awhile
     2 five
     2 helped
     2 completely
     2 looking
     2 buried
     2 leaped
     2 swore
     2 frowned
     2 room
     1 uncertainly
     1 lament
     1 stifled
     1 breath
     1 final
     1 panel
     1 knowledge
     1 exchange
     1 square
     1 arms
     1 town's
     1 owner
     1 stiffly
     1 rainbow
     1 burly
     1 stained
     1 met
     1 wonder
     1 violet
     1 dragged
     1 flew
     1 sailor
     1 they'll
     1 mining
     1 zipper
     1 unfavorable
     1 twisted
     1 telescreen
     1 tumbled
     1 brilliant
     1 accused
     1 bad
     1 black-haired
     1 horrible
     1 enter
     1 plain
     1 bleeding
     1 there'd
     1 indescribably
     1 scarlet
     1 stubble
     1 shudder
     1 tail
     1 oncoming
     1 experience
     1 noo
     1 risen
     1 listened
     1 shoot
     1 ruthless
     1 temple
     1 mails
     1 iron-gray
     1 counter-vibrations
     1 hefted
     1 thrown
     1 instinct
     1 awkward
     1 escaped
     1 death-trap
     1 i'
     1 murdering
     1 rickety
     1 towering
     1 tunic
     1 picked
     1 pit
     1 curving
     1 wandered
     1 oscillating
     1 law
     1 convulsively
     1 move
     1 bed
     1 solar
     1 magnification
     1 pilot
     1 fireflies
     1 follow
     1 endless
     1 pilot's
     1 struggled
     1 wondering
     1 sphere
     1 plans
     1 kind
     1 flamed
     1 hull-wall
     1 phones
     1 boots
     1 stubborn
     1 steal
     1 finger
     1 flood
     1 horribly
     1 demanded
     1 fields
     1 bunk-room
     1 audience
     1 swirled
     1 curious
     1 amazing
     1 carbon
     1 voluntarily
     1 thousands
     1 shrieking
     1 sounds
     1 yawned
     1 neither
     1 shocked
     1 stayed
     1 ill
     1 mcdougal's
     1 confused
     1 drag
     1 slimy
     1 good
     1 solved
     1 sensations
     1 elbow
     1 boiling
     1 least
     1 tall
     1 skull
     1 whisperings
     1 short-circuited
     1 roaring
     1 earthman
     1 deserted
     1 hurriedly
     1 hit
     1 palm
     1 burning
     1 tip
     1 slept
     1 leaving
     1 mumbled
     1 somehow
     1 faceted
     1 mines
     1 fuel-dump
     1 habit
     1 flickered
     1 fever-mists
     1 merry
     1 gi'
     1 destruction
     1 manual
     1 break
     1 edging
     1 design
     1 independents
     1 ridges
     1 evenly
     1 occurred
     1 term
     1 entered
     1 sucked
     1 manner
     1 bunched
     1 merged
     1 force-field
     1 compensators
     1 earnest
     1 worse
     1 bolt
     1 craft
     1 spies
     1 emergency
     1 straight
     1 chief
     1 spires
     1 rearing
     1 knock
     1 shields
     1 vied
     1 remember
     1 piloting
     1 population
     1 oxygen
     1 cease
     1 smothering
     1 tablet
     1 sound
     1 dived
     1 rangy
     1 civilians
     1 emptiness
     1 pay
     1 blue-white
     1 clattering
     1 stronger
     1 peaks
     1 fierce
     1 preyed
     1 death's
     1 unit
     1 vessel
     1 spatial
     1 slowness
     1 dangerous
     1 forth
     1 waves
     1 gaps
     1 you'll
     1 tremble
     1 violently
     1 tossed
     1 cry
     1 watches
     1 apart
     1 curse
     1 lust
     1 strapping
     1 tablets
     1 spacemen's
     1 meaningly
     1 minutes
     1 forces
     1 dogging
     1 alien
     1 banks
     1 rusty
     1 you'd
     1 thrust
     1 rare
     1 lank
     1 grabbed
     1 harshly
     1 observed
     1 searching
     1 awa'
     1 kit
     1 sunlight
     1 ice-gray
     1 planets
     1 moved
     1 sudden
     1 anesthetic
     1 belongs
     1 aid
     1 board
     1 god's
     1 thank
     1 upright
     1 trigger
     1 ladies
     1 slackened
     1 showers
     1 eye
     1 fight
     1 surging
     1 top
     1 tight-lipped
     1 bunch
     1 cloaked
     1 oscillation
     1 unjust
     1 necessity
     1 bar
     1 pace
     1 drives
     1 spanner
     1 word
     1 shadowed
     1 wrinkled
     1 freezing
     1 wonderful
     1 gambol
     1 swear
     1 peering
     1 threw
     1 power
     1 glimpsed
     1 outbound
     1 units
     1 grip
     1 complete
     1 amplified
     1 stirred
     1 warned
     1 marry
     1 call
     1 jar
     1 tycoon
     1 radiations
     1 gestured
     1 fleshly
     1 beast
     1 staggering
     1 fianc
     1 weary
     1 mysteries
     1 scaly
     1 scrap
     1 energy
     1 loomed
     1 doomed
     1 terrible
     1 pushed
     1 care
     1 explain
     1 sky
     1 shuddered
     1 shuttered
     1 study
     1 arm
     1 buzzed
     1 proper
     1 rocket-blown
     1 slight
     1 silver
     1 mistake
     1 facing
     1 formed
     1 own
     1 hotter
     1 licked
     1 foolish
     1 getting
     1 frame
     1 rocket
     1 movement
     1 legend
     1 bones
     1 measure
     1 overpowering
     1 seems
     1 temperatures
     1 purposeful
     1 hideous
     1 heart
     1 unfamiliar
     1 engineering
     1 prosecution
     1 uncle
     1 reported
     1 fall
     1 underclothes
     1 engulfed
     1 court
     1 sobbed
     1 remorse
     1 battering
     1 decelerating
     1 drawn
     1 freakish
     1 grow
     1 output
     1 muscle
     1 outer
     1 crushed
     1 muscles
     1 glimpse
     1 jumped
     1 ordeal
     1 raging
     1 rain
     1 future
     1 deserve
     1 half-veiled
     1 tight
     1 amounting
     1 preferably
     1 fifteen
     1 bear
     1 monody
     1 signing
     1 sat
     1 weeks
     1 six
     1 quality
     1 incessantly
     1 laden
     1 babbled
     1 prayed
     1 prison
     1 apprehended
     1 vultures
     1 eaten
     1 fragile
     1 glints
     1 webs
     1 separate
     1 slid
     1 attack
     1 reeked
     1 hell's
     1 sharp-eyed
     1 urgent
     1 tackle
     1 seared
     1 yelling
     1 eastern
     1 hysteria
     1 sinkhole
     1 drew
     1 venus'
     1 swung
     1 sunless
     1 gauge
     1 clearly
     1 lanes
     1 scheduled
     1 startling
     1 watched
     1 vengeance
     1 rap
     1 myself
     1 dredged
     1 friend
     1 shoulder
     1 says
     1 cluster
     1 relays
     1 story
     1 beneath
     1 desire
     1 yes
     1 solid
     1 base
     1 aren't
     1 lassie
     1 called
     1 knotted
     1 tremor
     1 names
     1 cried
     1 verge
     1 pull
     1 small
     1 twenty-three-year-old
     1 creased
     1 refrigerator
     1 dazed
     1 frigid
     1 strapped
     1 finally
     1 introducing
     1 glassite
     1 flipped
     1 co
     1 drove
     1 loafer
     1 ghostly
     1 cabins
     1 untidy
     1 drown
     1 agreed
     1 ventured
     1 dials
     1 airless
     1 snarled
     1 leave
     1 proton
     1 street
     1 cloud
     1 loneliness
     1 eternities
     1 oscillate
     1 bitterness
     1 existing
     1 cradled
     1 refrigerators
     1 jerked
     1 curveted
     1 genius
     1 along
     1 cannot
     1 bought
     1 death-blow
     1 spectrum
     1 blazed
     1 shake
     1 ridge
     1 weaving
     1 ugliness
     1 telecast
     1 sweatbox
     1 soul
     1 short-handled
     1 consumed
     1 yawed
     1 dropped
     1 calm
     1 numb
     1 steadily
     1 flattened
     1 interesting
     1 steering
     1 lift
     1 risking
     1 failed
     1 really
     1 suspicion
     1 twenty-four
     1 sufficient
     1 drunk
     1 curiously
     1 voice-crystal
     1 better
     1 precious
     1 accomplice
     1 drugs
     1 climbing
     1 kneeling
     1 approximately
     1 mind-waves
     1 table
     1 bearing
     1 reflection
     1 flared
     1 narrowed
     1 blasted
     1 penetrated
     1 icy
     1 jumble
     1 shut
     1 unimaginable
     1 uneasy
     1 dame
     1 peak
     1 duplicate
     1 significantly
     1 doing
     1 materialized
     1 hairy
     1 stuff
     1 downward
     1 half-memory
     1 save
     1 gripping
     1 purpled
     1 hard-worked
     1 area
     1 stretching
     1 released
     1 regain
     1 rolled
     1 entire
     1 plastic
     1 simple
     1 sea
     1 worn
     1 red-eyed
     1 many
     1 god
     1 operated
     1 lips
     1 way
     1 pilots
     1 shards
     1 electricity
     1 dusk
     1 mocking
     1 poising
     1 they'd
     1 blasting
     1 questions
     1 rocketed
     1 framed
     1 neatness
     1 nerve
     1 stab
     1 forgotten
     1 unbreakable
     1 remembering
     1 walled
     1 surprisingly
     1 half-naked
     1 borders
     1 deranged
     1 effort
     1 discord
     1 pirate
     1 gleamed
     1 breathing
     1 permitted
     1 regret
     1 stumbled
     1 chest
     1 hissing
     1 herself
     1 takes
     1 planet's
     1 squealed
     1 thud
     1 hooks
     1 woven
     1 states
     1 innocent
     1 communication
     1 gentlemen
     1 court-room
     1 flier
     1 start
     1 webster's
     1 jarred
     1 generated
     1 changed
     1 punishment
     1 mcdougal
     1 hiss
     1 headphones
     1 sought
     1 immensity
     1 glimmering
     1 facets
     1 blotted
     1 most
     1 look
     1 information
     1 waist
     1 wavelengths
     1 storm
     1 explained
     1 survived
     1 fatal
     1 braced
     1 means
     1 blind
     1 goading
     1 bitterly
     1 glancingly
     1 probably
     1 atom
     1 flat
     1 fainter
     1 tremendous
     1 chronometer
     1 decided
     1 cargo
     1 fixed
     1 paper
     1 bid
     1 bellowing
     1 cheeks
     1 shoddy
     1 flying
     1 skidding
     1 grew
     1 younger
     1 springing
     1 ragged
     1 shouting
     1 mist
     1 growled
     1 crew
     1 everlasting
     1 obstacles
     1 air-tight
     1 peculiar
     1 valleys
     1 i've
     1 pits
     1 cliffs
     1 reward
     1 quit
     1 crackled
     1 hero
     1 sweltering
     1 besides
     1 muttering
     1 haven't
     1 fill
     1 fascination
     1 isn't
     1 beam
     1 announcer
     1 world
     1 early
     1 possessed
     1 lurched
     1 armaments
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     3 wave
     3 actually
     3 wall
     3 probably
     3 next
     3 course
     3 glanced
     3 other
     3 what's
     3 strange
     3 coming
     3 yard
     3 closed
     3 filled
     3 dying
     3 porch
     3 thin
     3 known
     3 does
     3 outside
     3 red
     3 somewhere
     3 stand
     3 lifted
     3 opened
     3 started
     3 groaned
     3 handle
     3 felt
     3 yet
     3 hating
     3 beer
     3 hole
     3 shoes
     3 ever
     3 always
     3 corner
     3 longer
     3 unknown
     3 staring
     3 heavy
     3 name
     2 taken
     2 gray
     2 gone
     2 show
     2 em
     2 already
     2 dripped
     2 dragged
     2 burrows
     2 tree
     2 bad
     2 he'd
     2 we'll
     2 sick
     2 aching
     2 past
     2 passed
     2 gave
     2 bed
     2 living
     2 chair
     2 lichens
     2 they're
     2 kind
     2 wide
     2 crept
     2 you're
     2 mammal
     2 hoped
     2 part
     2 fact
     2 sometimes
     2 meet
     2 earthman
     2 circle
     2 hit
     2 slept
     2 ahead
     2 carefully
     2 playing
     2 strings
     2 ordinary
     2 hasn't
     2 sharp
     2 followed
     2 decide
     2 being
     2 man
     2 windows
     2 having
     2 animals
     2 stranger
     2 damp
     2 shape
     2 forth
     2 you'll
     2 lamp
     2 minutes
     2 harshly
     2 sunlight
     2 germs
     2 bet
     2 perhaps
     2 pop
     2 wailed
     2 help
     2 solemnly
     2 swords
     2 stroked
     2 wonderful
     2 quilt
     2 grip
     2 woodchuck
     2 below
     2 call
     2 he'll
     2 vague
     2 life
     2 sky
     2 beside
     2 together
     2 girls
     2 normal
     2 castle
     2 hates
     2 face
     2 rock
     2 aware
     2 thinking
     2 hind
     2 stories
     2 greedy
     2 grow
     2 among
     2 wind
     2 nice
     2 exactly
     2 tired
     2 flowed
     2 summer
     2 hold
     2 same
     2 dinner
     2 kill
     2 bent
     2 pulled
     2 led
     2 tongue
     2 dreams
     2 they've
     2 used
     2 steps
     2 scared
     2 beneath
     2 reached
     2 believe
     2 gloom
     2 solid
     2 laughed
     2 conviction
     2 held
     2 leave
     2 meager
     2 street
     2 us
     2 shake
     2 belonged
     2 won't
     2 trouble
     2 people
     2 tightly
     2 green
     2 real
     2 country
     2 sleep
     2 surviving
     2 rather
     2 cute
     2 god
     2 murmured
     2 gravity
     2 patient
     2 possibility
     2 wasn't
     2 begun
     2 beyond
     2 stiff
     2 turn
     2 neat
     2 vertebrate
     2 chest
     2 telling
     2 onto
     2 changed
     2 mountain
     2 stuck
     2 last
     2 frightened
     2 shoulders
     2 clothes
     2 tomorrow
     2 dig
     2 aspirin
     2 thumb
     2 upstairs
     2 boys
     2 okay
     2 soft
     2 bedroom
     2 office
     2 cab
     2 pool
     2 peered
     2 early
     2 glare
     2 far
     2 edge
     2 ancient
     2 teeth
     2 daddy
     2 suddenly
     2 earthly
     2 sinus
     2 conference
     2 mentioned
     2 safe
     2 lot
     2 pointed
     2 forelegs
     2 mean
     2 play
     2 bit
     2 few
     2 hell
     2 wrapped
     2 fingers
     2 honey
     2 grass
     2 panting
     2 pick
     2 nerves
     2 opening
     2 inward
     2 moment
     2 places
     2 games
     2 stared
     2 thick
     2 thoughts
     2 run
     2 careful
     2 legs
     2 suitcase
     2 work
     2 weight
     2 full
     2 sourly
     2 dry
     2 warm
     2 others
     2 spot
     2 am
     2 pickets
     2 using
     2 wooden
     2 grinning
     2 ready
     2 covered
     2 train
     2 knees
     2 empty
     2 mother
     2 nor
     2 sword
     2 ought
     2 familiar
     2 found
     2 vase
     2 torn
     2 books
     2 tried
     2 quiet
     2 gently
     2 looking
     2 green-gold
     2 foundation
     2 high
     1 paws
     1 maxillary
     1 gruesome
     1 mild
     1 headache
     1 winslows
     1 knots
     1 thumping
     1 overlaid
     1 hob
     1 heavily
     1 personal
     1 stiffly
     1 wonder
     1 doll
     1 sight
     1 psycho-something
     1 lid
     1 driven
     1 illusion
     1 adapt
     1 dumped
     1 belong
     1 age
     1 hug
     1 symbolic
     1 landscape
     1 two-day
     1 late
     1 bottles
     1 foot
     1 scoot
     1 tweener's
     1 gets
     1 sweat-box
     1 construction
     1 unconcerned
     1 wading
     1 tail
     1 fix
     1 beach
     1 pulsing
     1 emerging
     1 tie
     1 advance
     1 harsh
     1 destitute
     1 atmosphere
     1 slipcovers
     1 bare
     1 lord
     1 exact
     1 damn
     1 gate
     1 apprehension
     1 outlines
     1 complaining
     1 faster
     1 trail
     1 blundering
     1 lacked
     1 scornfully
     1 enormous
     1 brother
     1 towers
     1 medical
     1 purely
     1 beautiful
     1 strength
     1 hysterics
     1 screwing
     1 kneeled
     1 whole
     1 burst
     1 banged
     1 finger
     1 bone
     1 rubbed
     1 shiver
     1 special
     1 dwindle
     1 sake
     1 patterns
     1 curious
     1 tabs
     1 smoothly
     1 ugly
     1 seen
     1 ached
     1 drag
     1 concern
     1 roll
     1 state
     1 chairs
     1 dignity
     1 least
     1 skull
     1 pounced
     1 finding
     1 died
     1 everywhere
     1 worry
     1 corns
     1 chaps
     1 liked
     1 somehow
     1 terrestrial
     1 suspect
     1 kinds
     1 lengths
     1 laughing
     1 yearning
     1 squatting
     1 wall-paper
     1 disappeared
     1 koar
     1 racing
     1 alley
     1 destruction
     1 break
     1 weapon
     1 foam
     1 funny
     1 seemed
     1 longing
     1 worried
     1 ridges
     1 speechless
     1 reluctantly
     1 lousy
     1 taxicab
     1 stir
     1 worse
     1 broken
     1 tickles
     1 emergency
     1 ideal
     1 form
     1 give
     1 bite
     1 figure
     1 scare
     1 constructed
     1 intruding
     1 impatiently
     1 brainless
     1 novel
     1 hurried
     1 wryly
     1 crying
     1 moisture
     1 hut
     1 heels
     1 oxygen
     1 king
     1 tumble
     1 shaping
     1 pressure
     1 carried
     1 ninety
     1 admit
     1 coat
     1 hunkered
     1 crashed
     1 beating
     1 paralysis
     1 awkwardly
     1 likes
     1 pain
     1 pockets
     1 dangerous
     1 badly
     1 comfortable
     1 falling
     1 north
     1 waves
     1 round
     1 twice
     1 midnight
     1 tossed
     1 cry
     1 phone
     1 breaks
     1 dominant
     1 bottle
     1 lust
     1 sentence
     1 everything's
     1 throat
     1 shallow
     1 alien
     1 wicked
     1 we'd
     1 sympathy
     1 rare
     1 luminescent
     1 greenish
     1 organs
     1 kiss
     1 drifting
     1 mighty
     1 tied
     1 dancing
     1 figures
     1 elaborate
     1 placed
     1 shouted
     1 showers
     1 eye
     1 cans
     1 fight
     1 vomit
     1 bunch
     1 killing
     1 soldierly
     1 heads
     1 pace
     1 hide
     1 waiting
     1 build
     1 tickled
     1 stare
     1 shadowed
     1 shell
     1 curled
     1 sobs
     1 heaved
     1 crooning
     1 center
     1 slipped
     1 mom
     1 hero-light
     1 important
     1 hateful
     1 adaptation
     1 lurks
     1 writings
     1 flowers
     1 black
     1 hate
     1 altered
     1 sad
     1 items
     1 strangling
     1 significant
     1 shoved
     1 desperately
     1 ears
     1 heaving
     1 compensations
     1 wished
     1 mind's
     1 whatever
     1 beast
     1 weak
     1 ships
     1 anybody
     1 clean
     1 reminded
     1 drive
     1 buy
     1 sometime
     1 symptoms
     1 every
     1 pushed
     1 care
     1 spoke
     1 dreamed
     1 faintly
     1 survive
     1 mouth
     1 slight
     1 rice
     1 ago
     1 facing
     1 shamefaced
     1 dead
     1 administer
     1 wound
     1 feelings
     1 lived
     1 getting
     1 distance
     1 waved
     1 aside
     1 creature
     1 tweeners
     1 bones
     1 applies
     1 measure
     1 groundhog
     1 expect
     1 seems
     1 grumbled
     1 warlord
     1 tortured
     1 temperatures
     1 fitted
     1 comic
     1 forgot
     1 water
     1 briskly
     1 fall
     1 sprang
     1 thanks
     1 canals
     1 sleepy
     1 tropical
     1 reality
     1 pieces
     1 close
     1 muscle
     1 smallish
     1 crushed
     1 rooms
     1 year
     1 muscles
     1 crawling
     1 sulking
     1 cubes
     1 jumped
     1 nights
     1 hello
     1 tight
     1 weren't
     1 sweat
     1 numbers
     1 overhead
     1 boy's
     1 stars
     1 indeed
     1 strangers
     1 earthen
     1 trampling
     1 worlds
     1 sh-h
     1 pretend
     1 flanks
     1 waste
     1 branches
     1 labor
     1 dangled
     1 broke
     1 shining
     1 slid
     1 secret
     1 visited
     1 landmark
     1 yelling
     1 eastern
     1 rents
     1 tugging
     1 frontal
     1 queer
     1 body
     1 drew
     1 slumber
     1 pry
     1 watched
     1 noon
     1 touch
     1 fore-paw
     1 alive
     1 tinge
     1 species
     1 tearing
     1 flushed
     1 myself
     1 she's
     1 native
     1 bored
     1 perfectly
     1 spite
     1 blew
     1 acclimated
     1 nightmares
     1 creeping
     1 sour-sweet
     1 tremulous
     1 transplanting
     1 uneven
     1 burrow
     1 moving
     1 purgatory
     1 grouped
     1 scornful
     1 sign
     1 base
     1 called
     1 endure
     1 brushed
     1 humidity
     1 names
     1 point
     1 verge
     1 twin
     1 pull
     1 pup
     1 nearly
     1 dozed
     1 worrying
     1 sleet
     1 developed
     1 suffer
     1 lose
     1 fell
     1 sunday
     1 statement
     1 joined
     1 ate
     1 weather
     1 either
     1 drown
     1 clammy
     1 supposed
     1 walked
     1 can't
     1 dali
     1 bitter
     1 adult
     1 snarled
     1 supper
     1 size
     1 tunnel
     1 kings
     1 enthroned
     1 lines
     1 gold
     1 unlike
     1 harmless
     1 glue
     1 traces
     1 sister
     1 intelligent
     1 iced
     1 stomach
     1 hang
     1 listen
     1 sheathing
     1 xeno
     1 jacket
     1 digs
     1 times
     1 it'll
     1 barrier
     1 noises
     1 saw
     1 h
     1 dropped
     1 married
     1 life-forms
     1 incuriosity
     1 seeing
     1 tyke
     1 fiercely
     1 really
     1 angina
     1 psychiatrist
     1 finish
     1 geyser
     1 approximately
     1 evening
     1 building
     1 rug
     1 reflection
     1 suffocating
     1 outline
     1 blink
     1 psychosomatic
     1 impatient
     1 icy
     1 people's
     1 blocked
     1 shady
     1 ache
     1 forgetting
     1 dunes
     1 respected
     1 jealousy
     1 shock
     1 edges
     1 dosed
     1 tightening
     1 dad
     1 stuff
     1 mat
     1 mental
     1 save
     1 it'd
     1 hope
     1 half-lidded
     1 mingled
     1 dawn
     1 cup-shaped
     1 whispering
     1 rolled
     1 worn
     1 frantically
     1 expected
     1 near
     1 staffordshire
     1 jealous
     1 pets
     1 xenophobes
     1 many
     1 talking
     1 wrong
     1 sitting
     1 dusk
     1 dreaming
     1 ripped
     1 ropes
     1 rousing
     1 they'd
     1 switch
     1 gulf
     1 bodies
     1 knotting
     1 later
     1 kept
     1 length
     1 containing
     1 where's
     1 engaged
     1 kicked
     1 dusty
     1 anvil
     1 goes
     1 forgotten
     1 neck
     1 soon
     1 great
     1 squirrel
     1 smiled
     1 effort
     1 unease
     1 scream
     1 difference
     1 nonsense
     1 magnetic
     1 putting
     1 protect
     1 herself
     1 moons
     1 flung
     1 classifications
     1 suspiciously
     1 screamed
     1 start
     1 living-room
     1 alarmed
     1 trembled
     1 packing
     1 father
     1 ruefully
     1 anyone
     1 beat
     1 acquired
     1 cooler
     1 insides
     1 towels
     1 stop
     1 rust
     1 storm
     1 shapes
     1 there's
     1 bracelet
     1 zoologists
     1 quietly
     1 insane
     1 shifted
     1 fists
     1 no-nonsense
     1 garbage
     1 screaming
     1 strong
     1 winslow
     1 aw
     1 lemonade
     1 father's
     1 mottled
     1 environmentally
     1 casually
     1 decided
     1 striped
     1 fixed
     1 deflect
     1 paper
     1 received
     1 uniform
     1 crashing
     1 ranges
     1 spreading
     1 cheeks
     1 middle
     1 grew
     1 fidgeted
     1 ragged
     1 shouting
     1 cat
     1 wake
     1 hiding
     1 busy
     1 forced
     1 begin
     1 howling
     1 pebble
     1 stamped
     1 ritual
     1 colors
     1 pursued
     1 enemies
     1 involved
     1 parents
     1 necks
     1 inventions
     1 hero
     1 sit
     1 besides
     1 burroughs
     1 muzzle
     1 acts
     1 brighter
     1 santa
     1 gibberish
     1 jammed
     1 stewed
     1 july
     1 possibly
     1 hid
     1 terms
     1 tigers
     1 raced
     1 hesitated
     1 waited
     1 sheathes
     1 miserably
     1 kindly
     1 best
     1 dandy
     1 trim
     1 crouching
     1 maple
     1 shot
     1 throbbed
     1 blade
     1 especially
     1 bother
     1 panted
     1 ruined
     1 swordsman
     1 claus
     1 pantomime
     1 chivvy
     1 greater
     1 guess
     1 catch
     1 erect
     1 jewelry
     1 showed
     1 reason
     1 stretched
     1 flinching
     1 demanding
     1 lightning
     1 lapsed
     1 winked
     1 muffled
     1 guys
     1 posturing
     1 words
     1 use
     1 filling
     1 arrayed
     1 citizen
     1 temperature
     1 powers
     1 masks
     1 drugged
     1 magic
     1 softly
     1 returned
     1 grinned
     1 thick-furred
     1 trying
     1 noise
     1 spade
     1 lights
     1 goal
     1 lonely
     1 stretch
     1 afternoon
     1 knelt
     1 fine
     1 hunted
     1 winslows'
     1 thighs
     1 drenched
     1 furnace
     1 patting
     1 bellies
     1 young
     1 working
     1 rabbit-like
     1 telephone
     1 tears
     1 presents
     1 bore
     1 catacomb
     1 patted
     1 unless
     1 spun
     1 content
     1 treads
     1 mostly
     1 hours
     1 during
     1 impaled
     1 streams
     1 darkness
     1 moves
     1 waving
     1 capital
     1 duct
     1 biggest
     1 cruelty
     1 xenophobia
     1 fairly
     1 poignantly
     1 caught
     1 serial
     1 respectfully
     1 carrying
     1 kicking
     1 mantel
     1 grumbling
     1 blue
     1 angrily
     1 skim
     1 brains
     1 superman
     1 clicking
     1 climate
     1 case
     1 crack
     1 rhythm
     1 extra
     1 touched
     1 cages
     1 recognizing
     1 hadn't
     1 understood
     1 please
     1 deepened
     1 added
     1 physically
     1 force
     1 breeze
     1 clutching
     1 rest
     1 hazard
     1 believing
     1 stops
     1 shivered
     1 illogic
     1 monkey's
     1 mechanical
     1 minds
     1 terror
     1 furry
     1 hastily
     1 imbecility
     1 three
     1 army
     1 each
     1 wish
     1 shaft
     1 coolest
     1 gloss
     1 evolve
     1 guiltily
     1 tough
     1 tarzan
     1 doubt
     1 panic
     1 hidden
     1 slamming
     1 heck
     1 hardly
     1 lick
     1 kid
     1 half-open
     1 shrieks
     1 addressing
     1 trees
     1 happen
     1 cover
     1 skin
     1 warmer
     1 infection
     1 two-dollar
     1 glassy
     1 clever
     1 sniffing
     1 digger
     1 bringing
     1 deeply
     1 retired
     1 drift
     1 suit
     1 horizon
     1 sun
     1 remembered
     1 often
     1 cloth
     1 push
     1 fascinated
     1 believed
     1 bags
     1 loose
     1 sent
     1 tunneled
     1 garages
     1 shade
     1 junkier
     1 mothers
     1 cushion
     1 beastie
     1 bind
     1 shower
     1 official
     1 sternly
     1 lives
     1 heating
     1 truth
     1 shriek
     1 savage
     1 dissect
     1 catching
     1 gesture
     1 mixture
     1 collar
     1 line-squalls
     1 stale
     1 taking
     1 imagination
     1 able
     1 flunking
     1 path
     1 costume
     1 accelerating
     1 pocket
     1 advantage
     1 gods
     1 unearthly
     1 bitten
     1 tone
     1 clucking
     1 echoed
     1 painting
     1 caduceus
     1 puppy
     1 hammer
     1 complicated
     1 weighed
     1 daytime
     1 dust
     1 limp
     1 nightmare
     1 remote
     1 must've
     1 otherwise
     1 rushed
     1 anywhere
     1 winced
     1 change
     1 step
     1 carter's
     1 heaven's
     1 lettuce
     1 throne
     1 shaking
     1 fences
     1 monkey
     1 weakly
     1 fringe
     1 swordsmen
     1 shouldn't
     1 drank
     1 bigger
     1 gaggle
     1 gripped
     1 across
     1 earth-normal
     1 clear
     1 temptation
     1 chrissake
     1 resting
     1 joggle
     1 proudly
     1 cave
     1 turns
     1 read
     1 wore
     1 window
     1 nagging
     1 occupational
     1 present
     1 ape
     1 shrieked
     1 relaxed
     1 irritably
     1 stalked
     1 driving
     1 enjoy
     1 general
     1 scowled
     1 earnestly
     1 enumerated
     1 lending-library
     1 short
     1 genuine
     1 hm
     1 nursing
     1 raises
     1 humans
     1 oppressed
     1 sides
     1 bout
     1 flecked
     1 starting
     1 sinusitis
     1 edgar
     1 years
     1 brown
     1 loss
     1 swore
     1 fur
     1 principles
     1 remained
     1 scientists
     1 vases
     1 first
     1 princesses
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 1413 the
     790 and
     587 of
     551 he
     465 a
     420 to
     328 was
     290 that
     259 it
     241 his
     239 in
     223 fenn
     185 him
     180 they
     175 with
     169 had
     164 you
     146 i
     142 not
     119 were
     118 but
     117 there
     115 on
     112 numi
     110 at
     102 them
     101 from
     100 she
     97 arika
     95 said
     94 for
     86 her
     84 malech
     84 as
     75 have
     72 be
     70 men
     70 out
     69 their
     63 is
     62 again
     61 all
     60 lannar
     58 would
     57 did
     57 will
     57 so
     56 no
     56 man
     56 down
     56 citadel
     56 could
     55 one
     54 voice
     53 me
     52 we
     52 this
     52 into
     51 then
     50 an
     48 remember
     48 what
     46 by
     46 are
     45 now
     43 up
     42 like
     42 great
     41 looked
     40 time
     39 who
     39 dark
     39 came
     38 don't
     38 face
     37 back
     37 if
     37 or
     37 world
     36 your
     36 saw
     36 know
     36 eyes
     35 still
     35 here
     35 light
     34 away
     34 do
     33 rhamsin
     33 only
     33 seemed
     33 see
     33 night
     33 over
     32 where
     32 come
     32 too
     32 began
     32 before
     31 go
     30 mind
     30 through
     29 us
     28 can
     28 thought
     27 turned
     27 my
     26 temple
     26 fenn's
     26 place
     26 knew
     26 city
     26 sky
     26 hands
     26 long
     26 let
     26 himself
     26 way
     26 why
     26 horses
     25 even
     25 under
     25 when
     25 been
     24 some
     24 very
     24 head
     23 heard
     23 stood
     23 how
     22 desert
     21 black
     21 arika's
     21 wind
     21 after
     21 went
     21 new
     21 told
     21 whispered
     21 between
     21 hand
     21 across
     21 around
     20 behind
     20 human
     20 cold
     20 own
     20 above
     20 two
     20 sun
     19 without
     19 laughed
     19 made
     18 more
     18 priest
     18 body
     18 its
     18 another
     18 though
     17 about
     17 beyond
     17 than
     17 much
     17 against
     17 slowly
     17 things
     17 earth
     17 took
     16 white
     16 almost
     16 stone
     16 little
     16 look
     16 last
     16 malech's
     16 deep
     16 once
     16 door
     15 gone
     15 past
     15 sound
     15 life
     15 dead
     15 find
     15 must
     15 our
     15 narrow
     15 upon
     15 hard
     15 far
     15 others
     15 am
     15 tell
     14 knowledge
     14 something
     14 strength
     14 seen
     14 toward
     14 moved
     14 spoke
     14 water
     14 it's
     14 lost
     14 can't
     14 want
     14 never
     14 wall
     14 nothing
     14 caught
     14 memory
     14 humans
     13 death
     13 rose
     13 should
     13 every
     13 fenway
     13 half
     13 close
     13 get
     13 strange
     13 fear
     13 afraid
     13 suddenly
     13 horse
     13 darkness
     13 three
     13 felt
     13 free
     13 dust
     12 york
     12 large
     12 secret
     12 asked
     12 reached
     12 going
     12 just
     12 globe
     12 yet
     12 name
     11 gave
     11 island
     11 lay
     11 off
     11 answer
     11 shadow
     11 blood
     11 drew
     11 watched
     11 enough
     11 thing
     11 keep
     11 hope
     11 strong
     11 air
     11 old
     11 memories
     11 found
     11 tried
     11 first
     10 stair
     10 i'm
     10 set
     10 those
     10 any
     10 left
     10 good
     10 except
     10 until
     10 priests
     10 speak
     10 lived
     10 year
     10 food
     10 done
     10 called
     10 cried
     10 held
     10 these
     10 brought
     10 many
     10 man's
     10 other
     10 use
     10 red
     10 lifted
     10 sense
     10 full
     10 longer
     9 hair
     9 died
     9 make
     9 slept
     9 give
     9 may
     9 hall
     9 has
     9 ice
     9 help
     9 land
     9 below
     9 built
     9 forever
     9 gallery
     9 stopped
     9 bow
     9 sleep
     9 silent
     9 iron
     9 chapter
     9 fenn-way
     9 grew
     9 softly
     9 fingers
     9 cloth
     9 faces
     9 short
     9 live
     8 wait
     8 hear
     8 we'll
     8 right
     8 fire
     8 gate
     8 shadows
     8 whole
     8 part
     8 you'll
     8 perhaps
     8 flesh
     8 word
     8 girl
     8 lannar's
     8 feet
     8 terrible
     8 drawn
     8 hold
     8 swung
     8 led
     8 kings
     8 trust
     8 green
     8 pass
     8 die
     8 arrow
     8 soldiers
     8 stop
     8 well
     8 coming
     8 such
     8 filled
     8 clouds
     8 known
     8 somewhere
     8 tightened
     8 shaft
     8 hidden
     8 gong
     8 always
     8 shook
     8 which
     8 floor
     8 high
     7 arms
     7 end
     7 follow
     7 they're
     7 voices
     7 sometimes
     7 tall
     7 somehow
     7 destruction
     7 walls
     7 scarp
     7 hills
     7 curtain
     7 distant
     7 answered
     7 speaking
     7 itself
     7 talk
     7 ago
     7 distance
     7 rock
     7 burned
     7 heart
     7 awe
     7 silence
     7 among
     7 i'll
     7 sweat
     7 tired
     7 space
     7 kill
     7 because
     7 used
     7 true
     7 fell
     7 better
     7 sea
     7 alone
     7 forgotten
     7 smiled
     7 tomb
     7 glanced
     7 marsh
     7 soft
     7 gaze
     7 got
     7 edge
     7 words
     7 few
     7 think
     7 house
     7 frozen
     7 open
     7 moment
     7 stared
     7 day
     7 gods
     7 covered
     7 nor
     7 draw
     7 looking
     7 anything
     6 ran
     6 breath
     6 wonder
     6 hot
     6 foot
     6 doorway
     6 wine
     6 slave
     6 trail
     6 endless
     6 kind
     6 arrows
     6 wide
     6 followed
     6 king
     6 evil
     6 round
     6 shouted
     6 pace
     6 power
     6 palisades
     6 call
     6 whatever
     6 beside
     6 mouth
     6 aside
     6 muscles
     6 quite
     6 stars
     6 bent
     6 moving
     6 small
     6 killed
     6 courage
     6 hatred
     6 glance
     6 sister
     6 along
     6 listen
     6 saying
     6 excitement
     6 crystal
     6 near
     6 proud
     6 pillars
     6 robes
     6 else
     6 anger
     6 reason
     6 star
     6 pointed
     6 snow
     6 girders
     6 need
     6 does
     6 steel
     6 thick
     6 run
     6 might
     6 started
     6 talked
     6 work
     6 smile
     6 trees
     6 moon
     6 spread
     6 truth
     6 since
     6 easier
     6 ready
     6 sword
     6 shall
     6 take
     6 stepped
     6 heavy
     6 spinning
     5 taken
     5 both
     5 harsh
     5 understand
     5 passed
     5 towers
     5 woman
     5 intelligence
     5 lying
     5 forward
     5 fury
     5 carefully
     5 struck
     5 hung
     5 broken
     5 pain
     5 falling
     5 nodded
     5 market
     5 waiting
     5 everything
     5 wondered
     5 warned
     5 together
     5 stairway
     5 became
     5 sat
     5 put
     5 children
     5 walking
     5 shoulder
     5 desolation
     5 steps
     5 yes
     5 low
     5 while
     5 side
     5 times
     5 streets
     5 rhamsin's
     5 wrong
     5 bodies
     5 say
     5 herself
     5 roof
     5 escape
     5 copper
     5 waited
     5 standing
     5 mud
     5 trying
     5 outlaw
     5 naked
     5 outside
     5 swiftly
     5 blazing
     5 stand
     5 places
     5 we're
     5 paddock
     5 added
     5 rest
     5 clever
     5 warm
     5 bright
     5 ever
     5 change
     5 drank
     5 clear
     5 helped
     5 leaped
     5 years
     5 fur
     5 remained
     4 lies
     4 third
     4 sick
     4 meat
     4 shoot
     4 watching
     4 running
     4 metal
     4 buildings
     4 angle
     4 pride
     4 sullen
     4 living
     4 smoke
     4 fathers
     4 you're
     4 madness
     4 mountains
     4 ugly
     4 captive
     4 rode
     4 twelve
     4 crowd
     4 ahead
     4 lower
     4 wanted
     4 guide
     4 walk
     4 surely
     4 meaning
     4 forth
     4 son
     4 cell
     4 apart
     4 rusty
     4 stay
     4 breast
     4 asking
     4 swords
     4 drink
     4 tear
     4 palace
     4 arm
     4 silver
     4 chill
     4 bulk
     4 repent
     4 outer
     4 bearded
     4 girder
     4 shining
     4 dreams
     4 ground
     4 beneath
     4 desire
     4 crowded
     4 bitter
     4 leave
     4 dropped
     4 won't
     4 trouble
     4 return
     4 holding
     4 cities
     4 shut
     4 alcove
     4 relax
     4 abruptly
     4 dully
     4 huge
     4 downward
     4 dream
     4 talking
     4 riding
     4 shaken
     4 later
     4 kept
     4 agony
     4 dusty
     4 soon
     4 remembering
     4 someone
     4 onto
     4 slaves
     4 next
     4 themselves
     4 hundred
     4 plume
     4 none
     4 presently
     4 crimson
     4 shrouded
     4 shot
     4 realized
     4 handsome
     4 teeth
     4 angry
     4 safe
     4 cruel
     4 studied
     4 marked
     4 river
     4 thighs
     4 working
     4 paused
     4 slope
     4 listening
     4 fires
     4 ringing
     4 deepened
     4 force
     4 feel
     4 guards
     4 minds
     4 feeling
     4 half-blood
     4 plateau
     4 conscious
     4 huddled
     4 weapons
     4 remembered
     4 born
     4 women
     4 appeared
     4 empty
     4 color
     4 herd
     4 valve
     4 room
     4 destroy
     3 gray
     3 uncertainly
     3 huts
     3 show
     3 already
     3 square
     3 heavily
     3 web
     3 dragged
     3 stole
     3 belong
     3 landscape
     3 late
     3 cliff
     3 lord
     3 sheer
     3 fast
     3 faster
     3 snorted
     3 picked
     3 move
     3 bed
     3 beautiful
     3 continued
     3 growing
     3 eternal
     3 sure
     3 grown
     3 steal
     3 demanded
     3 crept
     3 rang
     3 silently
     3 knows
     3 least
     3 hit
     3 science
     3 big
     3 worry
     3 ones
     3 laughing
     3 weapon
     3 hurt
     3 warmth
     3 form
     3 vanished
     3 windows
     3 crying
     3 number
     3 vault
     3 also
     3 crashed
     3 peaks
     3 fierce
     3 chamber
     3 twice
     3 cry
     3 journey
     3 string
     3 groping
     3 throat
     3 sealed
     3 shallow
     3 march
     3 harshly
     3 startled
     3 grasp
     3 rivers
     3 eye
     3 keeping
     3 despair
     3 heads
     3 hide
     3 grip
     3 sombre
     3 stirred
     3 hoofs
     3 upward
     3 care
     3 ages
     3 slip
     3 formed
     3 laughter
     3 stones
     3 central
     3 lead
     3 hollow
     3 slowed
     3 shrill
     3 whether
     3 catlike
     3 block
     3 grow
     3 future
     3 tight
     3 stampede
     3 raw
     3 bits
     3 summer
     3 larger
     3 tool
     3 mount
     3 raised
     3 caravans
     3 single
     3 slumber
     3 pulled
     3 deserts
     3 lanes
     3 within
     3 points
     3 track
     3 pale
     3 shaggy
     3 axe
     3 doom
     3 hearth
     3 believe
     3 immense
     3 names
     3 point
     3 riders
     3 dozen
     3 try
     3 cursed
     3 peace
     3 tells
     3 closer
     3 size
     3 chance
     3 instant
     3 blazed
     3 twenty
     3 matter
     3 people
     3 ear
     3 suspicion
     3 building
     3 pillar
     3 vast
     3 expression
     3 forgetting
     3 valley
     3 ourselves
     3 edges
     3 hungry
     3 rolled
     3 lips
     3 turning
     3 dusk
     3 quick
     3 swept
     3 begun
     3 stiff
     3 withdrawn
     3 crouched
     3 roads
     3 pictures
     3 following
     3 flung
     3 curved
     3 steed
     3 changed
     3 storm
     3 quietly
     3 disturb
     3 making
     3 ranks
     3 ladder
     3 fly
     3 charcoal
     3 company
     3 hanging
     3 ragged
     3 shouting
     3 mist
     3 wake
     3 forced
     3 swamp
     3 beasts
     3 haven't
     3 mad
     3 laid
     3 roused
     3 faith
     3 road
     3 rough
     3 fallen
     3 golden
     3 bowstring
     3 closed
     3 queen
     3 whisper
     3 brain
     3 returned
     3 gain
     3 widened
     3 lights
     3 bit
     3 villages
     3 dagger
     3 hated
     3 line
     3 cup
     3 knowing
     3 tears
     3 humanity
     3 war
     3 climbed
     3 arch
     3 opening
     3 heat
     3 map
     3 eerie
     3 haze
     3 crack
     3 prove
     3 guessed
     3 touched
     3 thoughts
     3 opened
     3 snapped
     3 several
     3 girdle
     3 legs
     3 second
     3 caravan
     3 day-gong
     3 wounds
     3 finished
     3 hardly
     3 dry
     3 horizon
     3 guided
     3 gesture
     3 whiteness
     3 glad
     3 tone
     3 suffered
     3 dressed
     3 painful
     3 tiny
     3 knees
     3 corner
     3 mankind
     3 otherwise
     3 daylight
     3 step
     3 books
     3 wore
     3 commanding
     3 quiet
     3 seem
     3 massive
     3 sunset
     3 sleeping
     3 buried
     3 gleaming
     3 loss
     3 railing
     2 hangings
     2 counted
     2 crest
     2 share
     2 hacked
     2 lack
     2 danger
     2 hesitation
     2 leader
     2 met
     2 dared
     2 that's
     2 sight
     2 driven
     2 tribesman
     2 brilliant
     2 lions
     2 plain
     2 higher
     2 stored
     2 paddocks
     2 four
     2 cotton
     2 listened
     2 tribes
     2 he's
     2 welled
     2 surprised
     2 corridors
     2 throw
     2 tribesman's
     2 understanding
     2 twang
     2 nervous
     2 outlines
     2 models
     2 pit
     2 brother
     2 ocean
     2 urged
     2 radioactive
     2 rapid
     2 mourner's
     2 order
     2 coppery
     2 burst
     2 cautiously
     2 tethered
     2 hardening
     2 finger
     2 drawing
     2 bone
     2 special
     2 shed
     2 snarl
     2 sounds
     2 neither
     2 shocked
     2 drug
     2 ached
     2 armed
     2 explosion
     2 humor
     2 shrewd
     2 tasted
     2 deserted
     2 finding
     2 cast
     2 burning
     2 leaving
     2 music
     2 levels
     2 pounding
     2 intense
     2 ordinary
     2 sleek
     2 worried
     2 muttered
     2 entered
     2 powerful
     2 choice
     2 sharp
     2 alleys
     2 insolent
     2 dragging
     2 decide
     2 leaned
     2 silken
     2 straight
     2 figure
     2 being
     2 lie
     2 bridges
     2 rearing
     2 myriad
     2 therefore
     2 pressure
     2 admit
     2 stranger
     2 reaching
     2 quest
     2 furious
     2 cut
     2 rush
     2 stronger
     2 shape
     2 swift
     2 builders
     2 complex
     2 backtrail
     2 desperate
     2 lined
     2 mud-brick
     2 drops
     2 suspended
     2 thrust
     2 feral
     2 searching
     2 scars
     2 sunlight
     2 backs
     2 sudden
     2 entrance
     2 learned
     2 million
     2 mighty
     2 lean-to
     2 placed
     2 upright
     2 cloak
     2 fight
     2 outlaws
     2 directly
     2 killing
     2 doors
     2 build
     2 upheld
     2 wrinkled
     2 houses
     2 center
     2 slipped
     2 froze
     2 countless
     2 imperceptibly
     2 glimpsed
     2 long-dead
     2 wood
     2 hate
     2 bread
     2 resolution
     2 shoved
     2 desperately
     2 comes
     2 ears
     2 weak
     2 arranged
     2 weary
     2 oh
     2 showing
     2 seas
     2 doomed
     2 wilds
     2 cattle
     2 bracket
     2 slow
     2 survive
     2 passages
     2 lean
     2 purple
     2 wound
     2 loudspeaker
     2 urgency
     2 endurance
     2 tribesmen
     2 movement
     2 creature
     2 gathered
     2 trembling
     2 seems
     2 tortured
     2 cursing
     2 glittering
     2 mechanism
     2 thinking
     2 engineering
     2 fall
     2 sprang
     2 straining
     2 bars
     2 however
     2 muscle
     2 brief
     2 rooms
     2 decision
     2 allowed
     2 loins
     2 thousand
     2 nights
     2 direction
     2 warning
     2 rain
     2 cause
     2 stairs
     2 mounts
     2 exactly
     2 overhead
     2 gallop
     2 indeed
     2 earthen
     2 breed
     2 fifteen
     2 worlds
     2 lash
     2 follies
     2 earth's
     2 same
     2 you've
     2 passage
     2 bolted
     2 offer
     2 seared
     2 determination
     2 queer
     2 veiled
     2 clearly
     2 touch
     2 hammocks
     2 solemn
     2 bleak
     2 myself
     2 smaller
     2 blew
     2 voiced
     2 cheat
     2 story
     2 masters
     2 solid
     2 sign
     2 scroll
     2 locked
     2 repeated
     2 fifty
     2 granite
     2 ate
     2 walked
     2 utter
     2 lines
     2 limbs
     2 guilt
     2 pens
     2 crossed
     2 cannot
     2 shake
     2 visioned
     2 reddish
     2 wild
     2 miracle
     2 giving
     2 rations
     2 obey
     2 stains
     2 ochre
     2 secrets
     2 plucked
     2 twitch
     2 rather
     2 scrub
     2 levers
     2 appear
     2 area
     2 capable
     2 poised
     2 furs
     2 sown
     2 erased
     2 deadly
     2 expected
     2 yesterday
     2 crushing
     2 murmured
     2 wearing
     2 snapping
     2 hoarsely
     2 dreaming
     2 climb
     2 prisoned
     2 rules
     2 torment
     2 sun-bitten
     2 length
     2 poured
     2 gathering
     2 reach
     2 violence
     2 incredulity
     2 gleamed
     2 scream
     2 stumbled
     2 hissing
     2 needed
     2 start
     2 anyone
     2 eager
     2 submerged
     2 timeless
     2 stamp
     2 winter
     2 survived
     2 brutes
     2 archway
     2 means
     2 blind
     2 burying
     2 bitterly
     2 cleared
     2 fixed
     2 harness
     2 frightened
     2 cheeks
     2 shoulders
     2 barren
     2 halfway
     2 strangely
     2 blaze
     2 towered
     2 tomorrow
     2 hiding
     2 keen
     2 i've
     2 gateway
     2 studying
     2 sigh
     2 course
     2 cliffs
     2 runs
     2 scrolls
     2 forest
     2 axes
     2 row
     2 treachery
     2 isn't
     2 beam
     2 peered
     2 greatest
     2 smooth
     2 nothingness
     2 corridor
     2 managed
     2 gaunt
     2 brows
     2 blade
     2 rise
     2 bother
     2 rolling
     2 catch
     2 instantly
     2 ancestral
     2 nine
     2 showed
     2 stretched
     2 corners
     2 dried
     2 powers
     2 urging
     2 mean
     2 magic
     2 gift
     2 thin
     2 check
     2 faced
     2 price
     2 fine
     2 watch
     2 yourself
     2 shout
     2 quarters
     2 pointing
     2 laugh
     2 period
     2 risked
     2 wrapped
     2 thundering
     2 spun
     2 poignant
     2 shaped
     2 deeper
     2 streams
     2 slightest
     2 pressed
     2 bundle
     2 pity
     2 carrying
     2 saved
     2 sorrow
     2 angrily
     2 system
     2 closing
     2 risk
     2 maps
     2 grimly
     2 bred
     2 blow
     2 cloaks
     2 animal
     2 understood
     2 hack
     2 smeared
     2 recognition
     2 shivered
     2 answering
     2 vicious
     2 terror
     2 miles
     2 ways
     2 possess
     2 hopeless
     2 horror
     2 sadness
     2 stilled
     2 void
     2 weight
     2 searched
     2 doubt
     2 panic
     2 jug
     2 happen
     2 cover
     2 strip
     2 horse-paddock
     2 linger
     2 probed
     2 vision
     2 furred
     2 rich
     2 sent
     2 dim
     2 ledge
     2 royal
     2 spot
     2 chain
     2 savage
     2 taking
     2 patiently
     2 able
     2 path
     2 saddled
     2 upper
     2 spare
     2 humankind
     2 steeds
     2 level
     2 joy
     2 muddy
     2 glittered
     2 compelling
     2 spears
     2 challenge
     2 madmen
     2 familiar
     2 struggling
     2 sort
     2 staring
     2 gripped
     2 lightless
     2 sunk
     2 torn
     2 impossible
     2 read
     2 fen
     2 restore
     2 chord
     2 gradually
     2 awhile
     2 clung
     2 ride
     2 thirst
     2 brown
     2 touching
     2 drop
     1 supplied
     1 harp
     1 dwelling
     1 nearest
     1 defiantly
     1 corn
     1 motionless
     1 clinging
     1 settling
     1 survivors
     1 haste
     1 longest
     1 restful
     1 smells
     1 tragic
     1 estimate
     1 crowding
     1 protection
     1 punctuated
     1 sink
     1 enveloped
     1 elation
     1 rocks
     1 stirring
     1 unwashed
     1 roared
     1 final
     1 numberless
     1 onslaught
     1 ghost
     1 fumes
     1 gleam
     1 triumph
     1 sees
     1 shakily
     1 whistling
     1 cautioned
     1 compelled
     1 yellow
     1 stiffly
     1 partly
     1 horns
     1 wind-swept
     1 stunted
     1 brow
     1 evoked
     1 prodding
     1 dolls
     1 galloped
     1 clarifying
     1 encircled
     1 rivet
     1 they'll
     1 toiled
     1 drinking
     1 wet
     1 relief
     1 twisted
     1 anxious
     1 tumbled
     1 oblivious
     1 thunder
     1 bad
     1 clamped
     1 pulling
     1 behaved
     1 ceasing
     1 age
     1 faltering
     1 boomed
     1 shudder
     1 conquered
     1 knife
     1 dimly
     1 husband
     1 hasty
     1 groan
     1 pot
     1 midriff
     1 curbed
     1 whirling
     1 fireshot
     1 human-unhuman
     1 blast
     1 bricks
     1 sickening
     1 unbelief
     1 clawing
     1 leading
     1 knit
     1 demoniac
     1 trapped
     1 bare
     1 tensed
     1 cheek
     1 purest
     1 veneration
     1 shelter
     1 wheels
     1 thrown
     1 misdeeds
     1 fugitives
     1 half-fearful
     1 bowmen
     1 torture
     1 tangle
     1 remembrances
     1 syllable
     1 frond
     1 apprehension
     1 complaining
     1 splashed
     1 towering
     1 brick
     1 use-fulness
     1 tricks
     1 traps
     1 safe-give
     1 beards
     1 fortunate
     1 whoare
     1 biting
     1 mouths
     1 moments
     1 wrappings
     1 accepted
     1 softness
     1 records
     1 splendid
     1 unwaveringly
     1 floodproof
     1 flayed
     1 half-breeds
     1 strike
     1 brightened
     1 wounded
     1 symbol
     1 weep
     1 growling
     1 tense
     1 smouldering
     1 chair
     1 lichens
     1 prints
     1 indistinguishable
     1 tribesmen's
     1 appease
     1 arrogant
     1 unstirring
     1 picket-line
     1 gigantic
     1 d
     1 struggled
     1 acknowledgement
     1 wondering
     1 plans
     1 child
     1 strongly
     1 soundlessly
     1 pretty
     1 harmful
     1 thrusting
     1 rattled
     1 overlapped
     1 nobles
     1 richness
     1 warmly
     1 flood
     1 obscure
     1 lashed
     1 occasional
     1 splashing
     1 palms
     1 awful
     1 obligation
     1 stung
     1 barriers
     1 rats
     1 gelid
     1 prey
     1 patterns
     1 curious
     1 black-robed
     1 red-gold
     1 shaven
     1 deathly
     1 shod
     1 gold-furred
     1 wheeled
     1 yawned
     1 platform
     1 rescue
     1 beds
     1 iii
     1 whalebone
     1 fact
     1 golden-furred
     1 grasping
     1 stayed
     1 ill
     1 rim
     1 swollen
     1 confused
     1 park
     1 drag
     1 baring
     1 alloy
     1 concern
     1 convinced
     1 state
     1 deliberate
     1 elbow
     1 legended
     1 joke
     1 less
     1 tremors
     1 skull
     1 quieted
     1 tighter
     1 silks
     1 roaring
     1 circle
     1 anti
     1 leather
     1 beckoned
     1 passing
     1 bribes
     1 world's
     1 scudding
     1 rat
     1 adows
     1 handed
     1 respect
     1 thrashing
     1 suffering
     1 ninth
     1 steeply
     1 brush
     1 scratch
     1 contemptuously
     1 dotted
     1 traitor
     1 stiffening
     1 bells
     1 rebuke
     1 thirsted
     1 disappeared
     1 rugs
     1 devoted
     1 unending
     1 sounded
     1 funny
     1 physics
     1 longing
     1 uneasily
     1 cat-look
     1 ridges
     1 mantled
     1 bolting
     1 shattered
     1 occurred
     1 term
     1 murdered
     1 loud
     1 cat-squall
     1 adornment
     1 sickened
     1 probing
     1 loved
     1 frosted
     1 multitudes
     1 worse
     1 dishes
     1 fainted
     1 ye
     1 hasn't
     1 worth
     1 concentrated
     1 bolt
     1 rippling
     1 couhd
     1 wins
     1 sharply
     1 wrongness
     1 halls
     1 refuse
     1 thirsty
     1 sank
     1 tinder
     1 risks
     1 thrased
     1 begot
     1 niche
     1 enfolding
     1 wind-driven
     1 cunning
     1 savagery
     1 fragrantly
     1 impatiently
     1 leads
     1 twist
     1 different
     1 planes
     1 ah
     1 blocks
     1 wryly
     1 holds
     1 moisture
     1 bui
     1 numbed
     1 hut
     1 heels
     1 having
     1 fathered
     1 question
     1 creatures
     1 grunt
     1 pivot
     1 carried
     1 animals
     1 makes
     1 lied
     1 heritage
     1 unhuman
     1 runing
     1 enclosed
     1 emptiness
     1 pay
     1 damp
     1 sack
     1 clattering
     1 haphazard
     1 deceived
     1 heavy-eyed
     1 plains
     1 tripod
     1 motors
     1 greyer
     1 curtained
     1 corned
     1 uses
     1 hummock
     1 existed
     1 heartland
     1 patched
     1 abyss
     1 vulpine
     1 frightenedly
     1 pray
     1 mists
     1 magnificently
     1 tossed
     1 explaining
     1 convincing
     1 effaced
     1 cuts
     1 useful
     1 crystal-sheathed
     1 rid
     1 pushing
     1 infinitely
     1 qualm
     1 hudson
     1 achievement
     1 lamp
     1 minutes
     1 alien
     1 wicked
     1 streaked
     1 you'd
     1 heading
     1 rare
     1 half-monolithic
     1 hunger
     1 chin
     1 message
     1 rescued
     1 distrust
     1 booming
     1 planets
     1 particularly
     1 eighty-seven
     1 reinforced
     1 idly
     1 blanked
     1 belongs
     1 inscribed
     1 gliding
     1 aid
     1 tied
     1 ounce
     1 sore
     1 meagre
     1 shrugged
     1 dancing
     1 figures
     1 braying
     1 setting
     1 malevolence
     1 nature
     1 note
     1 chant
     1 jungle
     1 colossal
     1 cord
     1 race
     1 somberly
     1 bade
     1 morose
     1 certain
     1 readily
     1 blowing
     1 cloaked
     1 torturing
     1 promised
     1 window-slit
     1 usefulness
     1 necessity
     1 pelled
     1 mention
     1 liquid
     1 wrenched
     1 interest
     1 lords
     1 screened
     1 gratifying
     1 empire
     1 regally
     1 aborted
     1 punish
     1 kingdom
     1 flaring
     1 roadways
     1 freezing
     1 knee
     1 garment
     1 fled
     1 glistened
     1 tii
     1 wonderful
     1 clamoring
     1 enduring
     1 narrow-eyed
     1 threw
     1 long-thighed
     1 pound
     1 parching
     1 tempered
     1 hateful
     1 bend
     1 inherited
     1 girdled
     1 snarling
     1 mine
     1 pleading
     1 consorting
     1 including
     1 turmoil
     1 complete
     1 drowsing
     1 frowning
     1 giddiness
     1 wattle
     1 window-place
     1 runaway
     1 claws
     1 blankness
     1 lopsided
     1 vii
     1 strangling
     1 magnified
     1 gasping
     1 courts
     1 details
     1 colder
     1 hides
     1 contempt
     1 upraised
     1 beast
     1 shorn
     1 fis
     1 language
     1 cooking
     1 scored
     1 lifting
     1 cleaner
     1 clean
     1 interior
     1 drive
     1 feat
     1 distinguish
     1 devious
     1 concerned
     1 raid
     1 vague
     1 exultant
     1 sometime
     1 loomed
     1 avenue
     1 fist
     1 betray
     1 aroused
     1 beginning
     1 shuddered
     1 plucking
     1 dreamed
     1 family
     1 horned
     1 slight
     1 injuries
     1 crude
     1 godlike
     1 thronged
     1 threaten
     1 unused
     1 dismounted
     1 normal
     1 compressed
     1 gowned
     1 art
     1 linen
     1 grin
     1 perish
     1 seat
     1 happened
     1 blinding
     1 red-robed
     1 getting
     1 painfully
     1 frame
     1 distress
     1 clothed
     1 belt
     1 sonorous
     1 legend
     1 grand
     1 v
     1 whinnying
     1 bones
     1 confusing
     1 merest
     1 countersunk
     1 generations
     1 subways
     1 generation
     1 aware
     1 radiance
     1 fitted
     1 forgot
     1 channels
     1 reel
     1 panther
     1 glimpses
     1 heaven
     1 colorless
     1 ringed
     1 mined
     1 rein
     1 loyalty
     1 cur-dog
     1 promise
     1 pencil
     1 countries
     1 rayed
     1 stock
     1 protesting
     1 belonging
     1 revising
     1 haughty
     1 leering
     1 restraint
     1 steeped
     1 we've
     1 sh
     1 sprawled
     1 delighted
     1 cunningly
     1 horses'
     1 moist
     1 te
     1 glimpse
     1 mourners
     1 raging
     1 half-dozen
     1 peaceably
     1 still-dazed
     1 captured
     1 glided
     1 deserve
     1 conquer
     1 fleeting
     1 outwear
     1 bulbs
     1 world-globe
     1 harnessed
     1 eh
     1 beaten
     1 voraciously
     1 hunting
     1 strangers
     1 bowed
     1 bear
     1 bequeathed
     1 sharpened
     1 pardon
     1 prayers
     1 enabled
     1 cop
     1 rays
     1 quality
     1 savagely
     1 thus
     1 similar
     1 panicky
     1 waste
     1 asleep
     1 disappointment
     1 knot
     1 wisp
     1 occupied
     1 alarm
     1 den
     1 given
     1 smelled
     1 inscriptions
     1 fashioned
     1 broke
     1 parts
     1 peer
     1 wrought
     1 roofs
     1 slid
     1 won
     1 fools
     1 oceans
     1 nocked
     1 breathe
     1 copied
     1 haggard
     1 assure
     1 mood
     1 draped
     1 oddly
     1 problems
     1 suppose
     1 cavity
     1 ash-smeared
     1 characteristics
     1 sections
     1 conquest
     1 wolfish
     1 ing
     1 ed
     1 howl
     1 backward
     1 scrawled
     1 gamble
     1 didn't
     1 startling
     1 vise
     1 toughness
     1 stalls
     1 warn
     1 alive
     1 birthland
     1 gossip
     1 cared
     1 tongue
     1 fangs
     1 wear
     1 mourners'
     1 native
     1 prefer
     1 bored
     1 friend
     1 says
     1 straightened
     1 spite
     1 soothingly
     1 grasses
     1 they've
     1 drowning
     1 oblong
     1 vortex
     1 broad
     1 gnawing
     1 spear
     1 creeping
     1 swinging
     1 scared
     1 background
     1 leaping
     1 furnished
     1 clouded
     1 ii
     1 bleakly
     1 noble
     1 confining
     1 quivered
     1 gloom
     1 base
     1 aren't
     1 fragments
     1 hardened
     1 resolve
     1 rivalry
     1 darkling
     1 trap
     1 obeyed
     1 clumsy
     1 conviction
     1 limits
     1 marshes
     1 bubbled
     1 game
     1 rebel
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     1 dayside
     1 seeking
     1 minute
     1 spoken
     1 bands
     1 vain
     1 pause
     1 enemy
     1 brazen
     1 upland
     1 charted
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     1 preserve
     1 drove
     1 interrupted
     1 ghostly
     1 either
     1 clammy
     1 americas
     1 supposed
     1 falter
     1 beardless
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     1 flowing
     1 supper
     1 invisible
     1 witb
     1 street
     1 bees
     1 queen's
     1 gold
     1 forage
     1 glinted
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     1 corded
     1 simply
     1 tube
     1 messengers
     1 works
     1 volumes
     1 highest
     1 peaceful
     1 homeland
     1 blackness
     1 folk
     1 rend
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     1 barrier
     1 consumed
     1 calm
     1 yelled
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     1 rigid
     1 belonged
     1 medicine
     1 threshold
     1 glinting
     1 steadily
     1 seeing
     1 loathing
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     1 fiercely
     1 swarm
     1 everyone
     1 quaking
     1 resembled
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     1 importance
     1 failed
     1 depths
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     1 robe
     1 drunk
     1 echoing
     1 grounds
     1 thigh
     1 flash
     1 evening
     1 mapped
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     1 disgust
     1 table
     1 eagerness
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     1 dissolved
     1 real
     1 country
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     1 counting
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     1 impatient
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     1 hostility
     1 appreciate
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     1 offered
     1 rushing
     1 honored
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     1 sobbing
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     1 adapted
     1 doing
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     1 bottom
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     1 stuff
     1 parched
     1 smell
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     1 mental
     1 save
     1 gripping
     1 wrap
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     1 humming
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     1 simple
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     1 flashes
     1 planned
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     1 sitting
     1 mocking
     1 seized
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     1 suspicious
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     1 ancestors
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     1 phantom
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     1 shivering
     1 suggested
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     1 motion
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     1 dislike
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     1 supplies
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     1 regret
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     1 instrument
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     1 alarmed
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     1 chains
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     1 dwellings
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     1 beat
     1 diabolical
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     1 marks
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     1 sweet
     1 eagle
     1 weeping
     1 blotted
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     1 offering
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     1 captain
     1 explained
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     1 plagued
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     1 stripes
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     1 unrelaxed
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     1 casually
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     1 decided
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     1 smash
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     1 sighed
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     1 stamped
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     1 fascination
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     1 praying
     1 traveled
     1 plague
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     1 diamond
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     1 moonlight
     1 hesitated
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     1 battle
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     1 best
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     1 sockets
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     1 vantage
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     1 retreated
     1 eagerly
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     1 deception
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     1 tension
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     1 easy
     1 crowds
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     1 quarrel
     1 telescopes
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     1 filling
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     1 weighted
     1 jaded
     1 mentioned
     1 threatened
     1 mistaking
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     1 lot
     1 fool
     1 stasis
     1 softened
     1 belly
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     1 hoarse
     1 harm
     1 curiosity
     1 efficiency
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     1 tolerated
     1 greasy
     1 guarded
     1 play
     1 bulge
     1 robed
     1 vigor
     1 slack
     1 incredible
     1 curses
     1 outward
     1 goal
     1 preparations
     1 type
     1 worked
     1 ended
     1 stretch
     1 guard
     1 swam
     1 beard
     1 measuring
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     1 cruelly
     1 jagged
     1 spawned
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     1 straw-filled
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     1 gardens
     1 trickled
     1 hunted
     1 fighting
     1 snuffed
     1 two-edge
     1 reaches
     1 smiling
     1 waking
     1 passion
     1 atop
     1 aimed
     1 hammered
     1 pangs
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     1 rage
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     1 emotion
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     1 giant
     1 jarring
     1 difficult
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     1 ravenously
     1 uplifted
     1 wavering
     1 enjoying
     1 lightly
     1 moves
     1 painted
     1 unchanging
     1 faint
     1 droned
     1 blades
     1 implements
     1 rising
     1 wreck
     1 prickling
     1 forty
     1 howled
     1 clear-shining
     1 pleadingly
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     1 ill-tempered
     1 volition
     1 morning
     1 nerves
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     1 odd
     1 mirror
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     1 model
     1 aversion
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     1 calling
     1 inner
     1 sooner
     1 visit
     1 case
     1 triggered
     1 surface
     1 veil
     1 strode
     1 trick
     1 lighter
     1 maybe
     1 golden-bearded
     1 hood
     1 trace
     1 dreary
     1 extra
     1 east
     1 sullenly
     1 cat-face
     1 yield
     1 impact
     1 quickened
     1 floundering
     1 treasures
     1 counterweights
     1 twisting
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     1 glistening
     1 flattening
     1 home
     1 removed
     1 bark
     1 demon
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     1 rested
     1 hovering
     1 tha
     1 become
     1 history
     1 inclined
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     1 improvising
     1 caution
     1 plate
     1 forbidding
     1 treat
     1 mile
     1 sheltered
     1 bound
     1 love
     1 leg
     1 furry
     1 hastily
     1 portions
     1 landing
     1 sell
     1 images
     1 penetrate
     1 wisdom
     1 each
     1 wish
     1 conceivable
     1 attention
     1 mixed
     1 motives
     1 trumpet
     1 tough
     1 magnificence
     1 pocked
     1 loves
     1 sourly
     1 dungeons
     1 blessedly
     1 shambling
     1 borne
     1 remind
     1 worst
     1 imagined
     1 fenced
     1 possession
     1 tonight
     1 hovered
     1 heel
     1 rule
     1 covering
     1 skin
     1 ornate
     1 compound
     1 black-bearded
     1 clawed
     1 blinking
     1 generators
     1 illustrious
     1 storms
     1 ledges
     1 deeps
     1 i'd
     1 trackless
     1 feels
     1 dreadful
     1 benches
     1 bringing
     1 inescapable
     1 folds
     1 owed
     1 cries
     1 stampeding
     1 drift
     1 midst
     1 interference
     1 hungrily
     1 tips
     1 often
     1 nails
     1 barked
     1 push
     1 areas
     1 loose
     1 clouding
     1 clay
     1 slowing
     1 wreaths
     1 recoiled
     1 feed
     1 stripped
     1 operating
     1 mixture
     1 short-cropped
     1 chaos
     1 wolf
     1 centered
     1 favorites
     1 controlled
     1 half-breed
     1 fully
     1 huddle
     1 reflected
     1 imagination
     1 using
     1 tighten
     1 advantage
     1 beastlike
     1 cyclotron
     1 dogs
     1 freedom
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     1 latent
     1 crash
     1 thread
     1 echoed
     1 parted
     1 blot
     1 echoes
     1 outlet
     1 travel
     1 altogether
     1 hammer
     1 pallets
     1 cropped
     1 mother
     1 hingers
     1 slicing
     1 conquerors
     1 quiver
     1 looks
     1 hardness
     1 laboring
     1 coast
     1 remote
     1 mov
     1 straw
     1 quickly
     1 rushed
     1 scratched
     1 couldn't
     1 useless
     1 birthplace
     1 mounted
     1 tawny
     1 riven
     1 unmistakable
     1 realize
     1 glowed
     1 sold
     1 sunken
     1 spawn
     1 objects
     1 unknown
     1 machine
     1 plunging
     1 gained
     1 gazing
     1 realization
     1 throne
     1 hee
     1 dread
     1 shan't
     1 instead
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     1 diagrams
     1 ask
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     1 window
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     1 purpose
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     1 five
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     1 core
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     1 raise
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     1 completely
     1 titans
     1 acid
     1 continents
     1 ix
     1 flogged
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     1 imprisoned
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     1 reddened
     1 learn
     1 naming
     1 chiming
     1 noted
     1 tongues
     1 defiance
     1 granted
     1 rear
     1 binding
     1 mark
     1 quarter
     1 hypnosis
     1 hugged
     1 openings
     1 party
     1 spasm
     1 airways
     1 frowned
     1 success
     1 leap
     1 reddening
     1 chopping
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     89 something
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     70 wagon
     69 sure
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     65 looking
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     62 piper
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     59 another
     59 nothing
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     53 until
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     53 slowly
     53 lot
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     49 stopped
     49 between
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     47 erdmann
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     46 without
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     43 different
     43 thinking
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     41 remember
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     38 words
     37 almost
     37 far
     37 trying
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     36 somebody
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     35 caught
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     34 fire
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     34 spoke
     34 answer
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     34 talking
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     34 couldn
     34 everybody
     34 started
     33 wall
     33 boys
     33 standing
     32 past
     32 end
     32 wide
     32 being
     32 girl
     32 happened
     32 quite
     32 fell
     32 bright
     32 shadwell
     32 dust
     31 already
     31 running
     31 crowd
     31 black
     31 feet
     31 held
     31 pass
     31 doing
     31 warehouse
     31 edge
     31 young
     31 feeling
     31 each
     31 others
     31 room
     30 square
     30 both
     30 gave
     30 help
     30 sky
     30 cold
     30 country
     30 found
     30 ask
     29 ain
     29 heart
     29 either
     29 matter
     29 alone
     29 west
     29 wepplo
     28 set
     28 passed
     28 woods
     28 rock
     28 small
     28 trouble
     28 boy
     28 rolled
     28 such
     28 few
     28 does
     27 hair
     27 fast
     27 understand
     27 sometimes
     27 moved
     27 stay
     27 perhaps
     27 rain
     27 book
     27 front
     27 colter
     27 seem
     26 barn
     26 kind
     26 boots
     26 hung
     26 waiting
     26 power
     26 anybody
     26 watched
     26 try
     26 kovacs
     26 father
     26 most
     26 snow
     26 anyway
     26 morning
     26 am
     26 books
     26 heavy
     25 hot
     25 ones
     25 except
     25 everything
     25 built
     25 called
     25 listen
     25 saying
     25 later
     25 kept
     25 nobody
     25 strange
     25 beard
     25 line
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     25 stand
     24 arms
     24 pretty
     24 voices
     24 care
     24 lived
     24 burned
     24 ground
     24 hope
     24 sitting
     24 beyond
     24 shoulders
     24 use
     24 horses
     24 somewhere
     24 learn
     23 wait
     23 forward
     23 ahead
     23 followed
     23 ago
     23 harkness
     23 laughed
     23 leave
     23 real
     23 turn
     23 smiled
     23 else
     23 burdette
     22 tree
     22 sorry
     22 wood
     22 cart
     22 bank
     22 reached
     22 quietly
     22 next
     22 tried
     21 breath
     21 wonder
     21 bad
     21 four
     21 meant
     21 land
     21 houses
     21 among
     21 pulled
     21 believe
     21 low
     21 many
     21 making
     21 middle
     21 since
     21 knees
     20 death
     20 brother
     20 lay
     20 shouted
     20 getting
     20 hold
     20 nordholt
     20 barge
     20 fear
     20 hadn
     20 pointed
     20 mennonites
     20 watch
     20 whispered
     20 read
     20 traders
     20 live
     19 rose
     19 late
     19 village
     19 worry
     19 sharp
     19 trader
     19 question
     19 speak
     19 year
     19 tight
     19 scared
     19 clementine
     19 winter
     19 hundred
     19 glanced
     19 sir
     19 safe
     19 lights
     19 worked
     19 south
     19 need
     19 places
     19 stared
     19 rest
     19 ways
     19 steam
     19 deep
     19 ready
     19 staring
     19 brown
     18 em
     18 julio
     18 watching
     18 picked
     18 law
     18 move
     18 woman
     18 burning
     18 hurt
     18 cut
     18 north
     18 mine
     18 ears
     18 slow
     18 became
     18 kill
     18 children
     18 walking
     18 chance
     18 brought
     18 rather
     18 themselves
     18 easy
     18 thin
     18 fine
     18 working
     18 climbed
     18 canyon
     18 warm
     18 path
     18 mike
     18 machine
     18 floor
     17 fair
     17 smoke
     17 child
     17 farmers
     17 mighty
     17 whether
     17 tired
     17 ed
     17 says
     17 spring
     17 steps
     17 solid
     17 times
     17 table
     17 wrong
     17 beat
     17 hat
     17 waited
     17 angry
     17 above
     17 hell
     17 darkness
     17 women
     17 shaking
     16 ishmaelites
     16 sight
     16 bed
     16 james
     16 break
     16 straight
     16 may
     16 walk
     16 fight
     16 asking
     16 build
     16 lennie
     16 business
     16 wondered
     16 secret
     16 bent
     16 moving
     16 cried
     16 green
     16 someone
     16 tomorrow
     16 reason
     16 outside
     16 grass
     16 opened
     16 shirt
     16 short
     15 gray
     15 show
     15 lying
     15 ferry
     15 hit
     15 city
     15 important
     15 beginning
     15 dead
     15 suppose
     15 lost
     15 point
     15 peace
     15 sleep
     15 excitement
     15 soon
     15 watts
     15 office
     15 realized
     15 forget
     15 horse
     15 thick
     15 second
     15 hardly
     15 dress
     15 faces
     15 longer
     15 wore
     14 taken
     14 faster
     14 frank
     14 fields
     14 knows
     14 kids
     14 evil
     14 sabbath
     14 minutes
     14 doesn
     14 certain
     14 mules
     14 answered
     14 clean
     14 arm
     14 stones
     14 blanket
     14 guilty
     14 nearly
     14 wild
     14 dream
     14 church
     14 changed
     14 course
     14 crazy
     14 mad
     14 noise
     14 bit
     14 afternoon
     14 knowing
     14 sense
     14 skin
     14 haven
     14 stepped
     13 yellow
     13 listened
     13 hasn
     13 buildings
     13 wondering
     13 destruction
     13 loud
     13 leaned
     13 forth
     13 hollow
     13 drawn
     13 shadow
     13 sweat
     13 led
     13 shoulder
     13 true
     13 team
     13 dropped
     13 farther
     13 giving
     13 holding
     13 concrete
     13 stuff
     13 smell
     13 telling
     13 strong
     13 flat
     13 clothes
     13 closed
     13 showed
     13 solution
     13 slope
     13 blue
     13 moment
     13 fires
     13 understood
     13 docks
     13 dry
     13 till
     13 truth
     13 able
     13 corner
     13 change
     13 window
     12 gate
     12 awful
     12 fact
     12 stayed
     12 devil
     12 leaving
     12 carefully
     12 windows
     12 box
     12 chill
     12 silence
     12 grow
     12 strangers
     12 blood
     12 asleep
     12 named
     12 given
     12 wants
     12 myself
     12 blew
     12 finally
     12 lantern
     12 happy
     12 bring
     12 iron
     12 neck
     12 start
     12 harness
     12 grew
     12 shouting
     12 soft
     12 smooth
     12 shot
     12 aren
     12 field
     12 ames
     12 earth
     12 tears
     12 unless
     12 canvas
     12 ohio
     12 heat
     12 blow
     12 deck
     12 pymatuning
     12 compound
     12 taking
     12 hole
     12 tiny
     12 mother
     12 nor
     11 partly
     11 jones
     11 sick
     11 harsh
     11 dare
     11 neither
     11 tall
     11 somehow
     11 laughing
     11 broken
     11 figure
     11 makes
     11 sam
     11 shape
     11 pray
     11 bet
     11 spool
     11 tied
     11 knobs
     11 terrible
     11 aside
     11 exactly
     11 space
     11 swung
     11 machines
     11 killed
     11 closer
     11 blank
     11 evening
     11 huge
     11 questions
     11 mountain
     11 rosen
     11 besides
     11 hurry
     11 brain
     11 known
     11 hours
     11 angrily
     11 thoughts
     11 couple
     11 talked
     11 wish
     11 finished
     11 bomb
     11 often
     11 remembered
     11 cloth
     11 free
     11 glad
     11 picture
     10 cool
     10 panel
     10 knowledge
     10 stole
     10 plain
     10 foot
     10 living
     10 growing
     10 muttered
     10 warehouses
     10 carried
     10 coat
     10 papers
     10 dock
     10 sudden
     10 eye
     10 top
     10 threw
     10 below
     10 call
     10 dreamed
     10 farm
     10 seems
     10 leaves
     10 forgot
     10 decision
     10 body
     10 touch
     10 idea
     10 jacket
     10 bottom
     10 save
     10 turning
     10 dusty
     10 sparks
     10 particular
     10 pictures
     10 narrow
     10 takes
     10 cleansed
     10 rough
     10 glare
     10 anger
     10 rows
     10 catch
     10 fool
     10 softly
     10 yourself
     10 cows
     10 carrying
     10 east
     10 force
     10 several
     10 dim
     10 friends
     10 someday
     10 step
     10 sort
     10 helped
     10 burn
     9 trading
     9 third
     9 thunder
     9 shelter
     9 damn
     9 pit
     9 sugar
     9 sounds
     9 confused
     9 died
     9 glass
     9 lower
     9 funny
     9 walls
     9 hall
     9 having
     9 sheds
     9 falling
     9 round
     9 human
     9 cry
     9 startled
     9 thank
     9 blowing
     9 itself
     9 comes
     9 prairie
     9 pushed
     9 reactor
     9 facing
     9 seat
     9 bones
     9 reality
     9 overhead
     9 branches
     9 smelled
     9 pale
     9 perfectly
     9 wife
     9 plant
     9 married
     9 seeing
     9 building
     9 hallelujah
     9 die
     9 expected
     9 silent
     9 forgotten
     9 piece
     9 zero
     9 breathing
     9 roof
     9 screaming
     9 probably
     9 stuck
     9 frightened
     9 flying
     9 faith
     9 hesitated
     9 bunk
     9 spent
     9 poor
     9 fingers
     9 lifted
     9 rope
     9 memory
     9 mile
     9 legs
     9 love
     9 miles
     9 excited
     9 doubt
     9 hidden
     9 tonight
     9 loose
     9 born
     9 covered
     9 ought
     9 amendment
     9 sides
     9 frowned
     8 corn
     8 hats
     8 rocks
     8 pile
     8 bare
     8 wheels
     8 meyerhoff
     8 shadows
     8 grown
     8 mountains
     8 less
     8 liked
     8 worried
     8 teevee
     8 sharply
     8 beating
     8 hills
     8 grunted
     8 distant
     8 board
     8 flesh
     8 heads
     8 hide
     8 carts
     8 speaking
     8 hate
     8 study
     8 repent
     8 hunters
     8 bear
     8 food
     8 drew
     8 tongue
     8 friend
     8 mary
     8 spoken
     8 joined
     8 glance
     8 supper
     8 tunnel
     8 soul
     8 belonged
     8 trust
     8 fiercely
     8 petto
     8 edges
     8 key
     8 yesterday
     8 sins
     8 possible
     8 upon
     8 fists
     8 atom
     8 busy
     8 sighed
     8 honest
     8 best
     8 folded
     8 stretched
     8 lightning
     8 mud
     8 whisper
     8 grinned
     8 rising
     8 helping
     8 pick
     8 main
     8 please
     8 strap
     8 attention
     8 happen
     8 equations
     8 glory
     8 sent
     8 public
     8 tone
     8 empty
     8 familiar
     8 noticed
     8 five
     8 sleeping
     8 stupid
     7 powder
     7 wheel
     7 boats
     7 folks
     7 doorway
     7 throw
     7 thrown
     7 nervous
     7 metal
     7 determined
     7 follow
     7 underneath
     7 burst
     7 fathers
     7 demanded
     7 pleasant
     7 curious
     7 meet
     7 finding
     7 leather
     7 slept
     7 mob
     7 engine
     7 sounded
     7 lit
     7 thirtieth
     7 stir
     7 baby
     7 crying
     7 pain
     7 preacher
     7 pennsylvania
     7 lamp
     7 learned
     7 shrugged
     7 fisher
     7 wonderful
     7 childhood
     7 cattle
     7 family
     7 bitch
     7 mistake
     7 log
     7 foolish
     7 large
     7 tilt
     7 louder
     7 jumped
     7 direction
     7 weeks
     7 summer
     7 broke
     7 shining
     7 slid
     7 dinner
     7 single
     7 faded
     7 alive
     7 trusted
     7 bitter
     7 lines
     7 crossed
     7 loaded
     7 wire
     7 expression
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     7 simple
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     7 steep
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     7 screamed
     7 leaning
     7 ladder
     7 paper
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     7 hanging
     7 colors
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     7 barges
     7 quivering
     7 fallen
     7 current
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     7 filled
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     7 conscience
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     7 lonely
     7 meeting
     7 biggest
     7 listening
     7 breathed
     7 blazing
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     7 become
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     7 lock
     7 cover
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     7 cars
     7 satan
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     7 quickly
     7 color
     7 instead
     7 purpose
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     7 destroy
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     6 wharves
     6 deal
     6 meantime
     6 job
     6 age
     6 cliff
     6 stack
     6 flame
     6 original
     6 dirty
     6 brethren
     6 beautiful
     6 glaring
     6 crept
     6 shed
     6 cap
     6 rang
     6 roll
     6 sand
     6 arbor
     6 passing
     6 handed
     6 struck
     6 dishes
     6 choice
     6 worth
     6 reins
     6 admit
     6 also
     6 son
     6 twice
     6 throat
     6 shiny
     6 grabbed
     6 message
     6 collins
     6 government
     6 fanatics
     6 control
     6 complete
     6 sad
     6 whatever
     6 survive
     6 distance
     6 channel
     6 nervously
     6 stock
     6 rooms
     6 shouldn
     6 thousand
     6 nights
     6 hello
     6 stairs
     6 raised
     6 parts
     6 roofs
     6 yelling
     6 spite
     6 stables
     6 pull
     6 locked
     6 glow
     6 tossing
     6 cloud
     6 folk
     6 yelled
     6 coal
     6 vast
     6 forgetting
     6 deliberately
     6 streets
     6 luxuries
     6 fat
     6 planned
     6 patient
     6 shivering
     6 kicked
     6 crouched
     6 roads
     6 remembering
     6 effort
     6 chest
     6 herself
     6 nose
     6 groups
     6 storm
     6 blind
     6 bitterly
     6 healthy
     6 penance
     6 laid
     6 mennonite
     6 row
     6 gang
     6 skirt
     6 hid
     6 breaking
     6 rolling
     6 dying
     6 false
     6 belly
     6 stick
     6 reckon
     6 guard
     6 bombs
     6 fighting
     6 dizzy
     6 kissed
     6 belief
     6 laugh
     6 forbidden
     6 happens
     6 mostly
     6 faint
     6 paused
     6 deckhouse
     6 kicking
     6 mercy
     6 saved
     6 wheat
     6 forbid
     6 clump
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     6 history
     6 unhappy
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     6 recognized
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     6 vision
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     6 gesture
     6 radios
     6 stream
     6 straw
     6 rushed
     6 torn
     6 clung
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     5 smells
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     5 immediately
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     5 belong
     5 closely
     5 thump
     5 necessary
     5 tail
     5 surprised
     5 destroyed
     5 elders
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     5 interested
     5 rubbed
     5 welcome
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     5 ugly
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     5 pasture
     5 pipe
     5 plenty
     5 least
     5 circle
     5 harry
     5 kitchen
     5 desperation
     5 disappeared
     5 talks
     5 physics
     5 lamps
     5 candle
     5 wires
     5 charlie
     5 stranger
     5 emptiness
     5 pay
     5 stronger
     5 plains
     5 comfortable
     5 glared
     5 mrs
     5 deer
     5 tossed
     5 apart
     5 pushing
     5 band
     5 pine
     5 wicked
     5 banks
     5 fellow
     5 ice
     5 hunger
     5 million
     5 serve
     5 rally
     5 sore
     5 note
     5 keeping
     5 holy
     5 doors
     5 curled
     5 physical
     5 wiped
     5 bend
     5 forgive
     5 frowning
     5 drink
     5 easily
     5 hides
     5 opposite
     5 showing
     5 explain
     5 unbeliever
     5 speaker
     5 frame
     5 movement
     5 creature
     5 moloch
     5 fenway
     5 grumbled
     5 unfamiliar
     5 forever
     5 site
     5 warning
     5 future
     5 cause
     5 stars
     5 fuel
     5 motioned
     5 flushed
     5 dreams
     5 broad
     5 story
     5 background
     5 sign
     5 names
     5 forehead
     5 briefly
     5 enemy
     5 drove
     5 ate
     5 weather
     5 clock
     5 size
     5 street
     5 safety
     5 carry
     5 guilt
     5 shield
     5 danced
     5 drunk
     5 thorn
     5 clute
     5 uneasy
     5 humming
     5 sects
     5 blame
     5 worn
     5 murmured
     5 dusk
     5 dreaming
     5 climb
     5 account
     5 swept
     5 stiff
     5 proud
     5 goes
     5 motion
     5 stumbled
     5 difference
     5 needed
     5 anyone
     5 nuts
     5 disturbed
     5 sweet
     5 bible
     5 duty
     5 spreading
     5 eat
     5 mist
     5 hiding
     5 likely
     5 yellow-haired
     5 stamped
     5 freeze
     5 blurred
     5 runs
     5 sit
     5 skirts
     5 early
     5 copper
     5 corridor
     5 sinful
     5 scrambled
     5 throbbing
     5 clouds
     5 rail
     5 weren
     5 stumbling
     5 naked
     5 stretch
     5 lucky
     5 homespun
     5 person
     5 towns
     5 atomic
     5 steel
     5 wiping
     5 forty
     5 winding
     5 hunched
     5 tightened
     5 risk
     5 brains
     5 case
     5 rabbits
     5 bluff
     5 shads
     5 surface
     5 crack
     5 touched
     5 roar
     5 letting
     5 wickedness
     5 hunt
     5 breeze
     5 letter
     5 minds
     5 wisdom
     5 limit
     5 boat
     5 chores
     5 repentance
     5 kid
     5 conscious
     5 moon
     5 lanterns
     5 bringing
     5 canal
     5 guns
     5 rich
     5 vaguely
     5 lives
     5 appeared
     5 upper
     5 wooden
     5 painful
     5 quiver
     5 looks
     5 anywhere
     5 realize
     5 rag
     5 bigger
     5 driving
     5 gradually
     5 awhile
     5 general
     5 century
     5 gently
     5 openings
     5 party
     4 counted
     4 favor
     4 ashamed
     4 banging
     4 figured
     4 stirring
     4 surprise
     4 danger
     4 heavily
     4 personal
     4 religion
     4 lid
     4 driven
     4 twisted
     4 anxious
     4 countryside
     4 pulling
     4 higher
     4 cotton
     4 weathered
     4 cheek
     4 damned
     4 esther
     4 hush
     4 trail
     4 mouths
     4 towers
     4 prosperous
     4 pride
     4 chair
     4 order
     4 victims
     4 flood
     4 sweated
     4 thousands
     4 fury
     4 shocked
     4 farmer
     4 defense
     4 roaring
     4 merely
     4 habit
     4 sucked
     4 warmth
     4 bolt
     4 decide
     4 sank
     4 abandoned
     4 lie
     4 hurried
     4 jesus
     4 rocked
     4 federal
     4 peaks
     4 meaning
     4 violently
     4 flies
     4 dirt
     4 string
     4 coon
     4 week
     4 shallow
     4 curtain
     4 march
     4 chin
     4 range
     4 particularly
     4 authority
     4 rivers
     4 stare
     4 moaning
     4 peering
     4 center
     4 indian
     4 mystery
     4 stirred
     4 warned
     4 gasping
     4 staggering
     4 bag
     4 cooking
     4 whips
     4 loomed
     4 taller
     4 bucket
     4 stoop
     4 mass
     4 girls
     4 deceitful
     4 crows
     4 herds
     4 laughter
     4 violent
     4 expect
     4 generations
     4 cursing
     4 apples
     4 heaven
     4 october
     4 shrill
     4 sidelong
     4 hearing
     4 thanks
     4 sleeve
     4 pieces
     4 outer
     4 crushed
     4 scowling
     4 usually
     4 nice
     4 six
     4 bits
     4 brooding
     4 queer
     4 clearly
     4 lanes
     4 boards
     4 noon
     4 warn
     4 within
     4 dam
     4 garden
     4 responsible
     4 beef
     4 crowded
     4 belongings
     4 repeated
     4 dozen
     4 sect
     4 lose
     4 knob
     4 secretly
     4 utter
     4 thankfulness
     4 gold
     4 cottonwoods
     4 jerked
     4 hang
     4 avoided
     4 pulpit
     4 blazed
     4 shake
     4 repair
     4 fought
     4 totally
     4 steadily
     4 lift
     4 failed
     4 sensed
     4 stone
     4 burden
     4 eagerness
     4 impatient
     4 laws
     4 drifted
     4 whitewashed
     4 natural
     4 sea
     4 wearing
     4 thirteen
     4 begun
     4 button
     4 withdrawn
     4 violence
     4 stall
     4 regret
     4 scream
     4 wave
     4 thoughtfully
     4 unseen
     4 entirely
     4 states
     4 timbers
     4 actually
     4 jim
     4 fence
     4 delivered
     4 shapes
     4 ducked
     4 lifetime
     4 shifted
     4 almighty
     4 tremendous
     4 decided
     4 younger
     4 ragged
     4 cat
     4 contented
     4 steady
     4 settled
     4 escape
     4 rails
     4 salt
     4 jaw
     4 shone
     4 united
     4 parents
     4 friendly
     4 teams
     4 news
     4 yeah
     4 flour
     4 stern
     4 brows
     4 rise
     4 bother
     4 fairgrounds
     4 piled
     4 ranch
     4 corners
     4 keeps
     4 scanners
     4 christmas
     4 fading
     4 harm
     4 curiosity
     4 taste
     4 search
     4 widened
     4 cracked
     4 villages
     4 ended
     4 shout
     4 although
     4 slab
     4 wrapped
     4 spun
     4 during
     4 slightest
     4 waters
     4 whimpered
     4 argument
     4 bundle
     4 boiler
     4 fairly
     4 pity
     4 township
     4 nerves
     4 advice
     4 wrath
     4 betrayed
     4 sooner
     4 dull
     4 ringing
     4 iniquity
     4 raising
     4 monitor
     4 rested
     4 awake
     4 hastily
     4 wepplos
     4 electronics
     4 knocked
     4 grim
     4 problem
     4 pitch
     4 drift
     4 connected
     4 schoolmaster
     4 horizon
     4 whinnery
     4 coward
     4 grandmother
     4 flaming
     4 sinned
     4 pattern
     4 pocket
     4 grinning
     4 dressed
     4 spare
     4 level
     4 muddy
     4 glittered
     4 fruit
     4 firelight
     4 further
     4 flow
     4 avoiding
     4 confusion
     4 shadowy
     4 gleaming
     4 ride
     4 remained
     4 community
     3 farms
     3 longest
     3 project
     3 goddamned
     3 striking
     3 thumping
     3 wash
     3 supply
     3 final
     3 triumph
     3 whistling
     3 blocky
     3 shovels
     3 god-fearing
     3 dug
     3 regular
     3 squinted
     3 object
     3 tumbled
     3 ashes
     3 cheered
     3 stored
     3 sums
     3 braid
     3 knife
     3 dimly
     3 piling
     3 construction
     3 beaver
     3 oncoming
     3 tie
     3 melted
     3 shoot
     3 leading
     3 wanting
     3 stolen
     3 twilight
     3 tangle
     3 snorted
     3 wandered
     3 months
     3 harder
     3 enormous
     3 angle
     3 preach
     3 miss
     3 endless
     3 shaded
     3 stoned
     3 disappointed
     3 strongly
     3 shack
     3 send
     3 finger
     3 sacred
     3 hoped
     3 lamplight
     3 hoping
     3 rocky
     3 smoothly
     3 platform
     3 beds
     3 settle
     3 ached
     3 convinced
     3 state
     3 boiling
     3 deserted
     3 cast
     3 brush
     3 kinds
     3 blows
     3 pounding
     3 ideas
     3 entered
     3 alleys
     3 unrighteous
     3 birching
     3 ah
     3 brooded
     3 population
     3 test
     3 animals
     3 reaching
     3 rush
     3 scratchy
     3 swift
     3 complex
     3 o
     3 curse
     3 boom
     3 lined
     3 apple
     3 heading
     3 sunlight
     3 blindly
     3 backs
     3 facts
     3 market
     3 race
     3 keg
     3 contact
     3 taught
     3 interest
     3 boot
     3 frogs
     3 harvest
     3 freezing
     3 knee
     3 garment
     3 fled
     3 straggling
     3 automatically
     3 ignorant
     3 pound
     3 thy
     3 practically
     3 grip
     3 including
     3 comforting
     3 kellerites
     3 shoved
     3 tailboard
     3 weak
     3 weary
     3 earshot
     3 basic
     3 tear
     3 13
     3 vague
     3 sometime
     3 fist
     3 ignore
     3 licking
     3 silver
     3 slip
     3 normal
     3 midafternoon
     3 licked
     3 feelings
     3 torches
     3 shelters
     3 smart
     3 painfully
     3 ease
     3 luxury
     3 gathered
     3 rabbit
     3 aware
     3 lead
     3 fitted
     3 openly
     3 slowed
     3 footsteps
     3 hearts
     3 egypt
     3 sprang
     3 fifth
     3 brief
     3 drowned
     3 sulking
     3 down-river
     3 tore
     3 bulbs
     3 traffic
     3 hunting
     3 shalt
     3 direct
     3 coldness
     3 pecans
     3 sob
     3 waste
     3 slower
     3 separate
     3 article
     3 loft
     3 fools
     3 branch
     3 furiously
     3 problems
     3 ranches
     3 lakes
     3 straightened
     3 wasted
     3 locking
     3 glancing
     3 fashion
     3 afterward
     3 quivered
     3 apron
     3 hushed
     3 trap
     3 game
     3 reading
     3 sleet
     3 bands
     3 pause
     3 statement
     3 agreed
     3 dials
     3 hell-fire
     3 section
     3 transgressor
     3 spirit
     3 simply
     3 certainty
     3 camped
     3 sister
     3 works
     3 calm
     3 twenty
     3 printer
     3 terrifying
     3 silly
     3 sheets
     3 everyone
     3 rustle
     3 importance
     3 ear
     3 suspicion
     3 curiously
     3 minister
     3 spend
     3 echoing
     3 offend
     3 cowards
     3 rent
     3 crammed
     3 brim
     3 research
     3 lest
     3 sobbing
     3 valley
     3 monday
     3 poles
     3 dad
     3 infinite
     3 downward
     3 wolves
     3 area
     3 exist
     3 thou
     3 marriage
     3 dawn
     3 hungry
     3 lane
     3 season
     3 near
     3 mare
     3 riding
     3 awed
     3 rod
     3 length
     3 sworn
     3 roiled
     3 letters
     3 furtively
     3 gathering
     3 notice
     3 group
     3 nerve
     3 dropping
     3 wipe
     3 reach
     3 neatly
     3 colters
     3 downstream
     3 spaces
     3 cutting
     3 electric
     3 stores
     3 nod
     3 daughter
     3 intent
     3 sought
     3 offering
     3 desert
     3 waist
     3 winking
     3 blizzard
     3 unconsciously
     3 survived
     3 means
     3 cavern
     3 aw
     3 bell
     3 fly
     3 casually
     3 cargo
     3 fixed
     3 drivers
     3 company
     3 meditate
     3 jerking
     3 choose
     3 springing
     3 halfway
     3 blaze
     3 forced
     3 needs
     3 begin
     3 plank
     3 hopes
     3 brave
     3 awfully
     3 quit
     3 shinnery
     3 axes
     3 righteousness
     3 wildly
     3 amish
     3 peered
     3 flashed
     3 plato
     3 gaze
     3 hint
     3 seed
     3 various
     3 automatic
     3 moonlight
     3 platte
     3 grassy
     3 battle
     3 error
     3 serpent
     3 uncomfortable
     3 aboard
     3 gaunt
     3 golden
     3 camp
     3 panted
     3 snows
     3 breakdown
     3 decades
     3 computer
     3 christ
     3 instantly
     3 handsome
     3 planks
     3 labored
     3 muffled
     3 mentioned
     3 needles
     3 gift
     3 kissing
     3 fearful
     3 play
     3 cruel
     3 farmyard
     3 slack
     3 studied
     3 faced
     3 marked
     3 coats
     3 impassive
     3 engines
     3 yourselves
     3 smiling
     3 hated
     3 rage
     3 childish
     3 ankles
     3 process
     3 thankful
     3 arranging
     3 bore
     3 swiftly
     3 agree
     3 lightly
     3 centers
     3 waving
     3 pressed
     3 dog
     3 shared
     3 war
     3 fork
     3 lip
     3 faintest
     3 thinned
     3 sorrow
     3 system
     3 enormously
     3 inner
     3 trick
     3 hammers
     3 wages
     3 gunpowder
     3 foredeck
     3 brothers
     3 strident
     3 fit
     3 arrangements
     3 believing
     3 driver
     3 chose
     3 sing
     3 cousin
     3 guards
     3 terror
     3 mathematical
     3 grave
     3 reeled
     3 tough
     3 searched
     3 streaks
     3 witness
     3 january
     3 firm
     3 strip
     3 handle
     3 dreadful
     3 benches
     3 deeply
     3 weapons
     3 fascinated
     3 believed
     3 hour
     3 fault
     3 spread
     3 chain
     3 chocolate
     3 silk
     3 hummed
     3 easier
     3 thread
     3 sandy
     3 train
     3 treacherous
     3 daytime
     3 originally
     3 nightmare
     3 swallowed
     3 shall
     3 sunken
     3 westward
     3 exposed
     3 remembers
     3 pure
     3 temptation
     3 stove
     3 knives
     3 impossible
     3 school
     3 wiry
     3 wings
     3 pines
     3 headed
     3 barrels
     3 passionate
     3 spinning
     3 sinning
     3 club
     3 falls
     3 desk
     3 sunset
     3 fanatic
     3 liar
     3 dooryard
     3 blessing
     3 greed
     3 huh
     3 tongues
     3 shop
     3 sadly
     3 remain
     3 upset
     3 scientists
     3 logs
     2 keenly
     2 defiantly
     2 midair
     2 clinging
     2 29
     2 haste
     2 regretful
     2 reminder
     2 advise
     2 proof
     2 8
     2 shoveling
     2 stair
     2 reproach
     2 sweating
     2 truck
     2 1
     2 harnessing
     2 handling
     2 roared
     2 ghost
     2 doubts
     2 smudge
     2 26
     2 whenever
     2 teach
     2 burly
     2 leader
     2 pone
     2 brow
     2 dragged
     2 sardonic
     2 flashing
     2 mining
     2 uranium
     2 overhaul
     2 brilliant
     2 restlessly
     2 twanged
     2 dumped
     2 dismay
     2 horrible
     2 draft
     2 scarlet
     2 plan
     2 artfully
     2 gets
     2 protecting
     2 ours
     2 chilly
     2 staggered
     2 whirling
     2 meat
     2 experience
     2 individual
     2 cold-eyed
     2 handkerchief
     2 banked
     2 clawing
     2 shine
     2 slate
     2 act
     2 goatskins
     2 understanding
     2 astonished
     2 sheer
     2 technicians
     2 sincere
     2 southern
     2 saddleback
     2 series
     2 apprehension
     2 outlines
     2 awkward
     2 canfield
     2 absolute
     2 brick
     2 curving
     2 rattle
     2 squalls
     2 dear
     2 beards
     2 inches
     2 blurted
     2 ginger-haired
     2 moments
     2 colt
     2 clumped
     2 gravely
     2 splendid
     2 sullen
     2 strike
     2 thumped
     2 fears
     2 11
     2 image
     2 tense
     2 glowered
     2 waterfront
     2 vanity
     2 humility
     2 struggled
     2 cups
     2 jolted
     2 maryland
     2 cautiously
     2 rattled
     2 stubborn
     2 18
     2 scoff
     2 drawing
     2 waked
     2 obscure
     2 incredibly
     2 sits
     2 eight
     2 stung
     2 blown
     2 envied
     2 preachings
     2 groped
     2 september
     2 parked
     2 tops
     2 3
     2 silently
     2 shotgun
     2 14
     2 noisy
     2 calmly
     2 basket
     2 swollen
     2 broody
     2 armed
     2 explosion
     2 eighty
     2 pillared
     2 screen
     2 stays
     2 nahum
     2 tobacco
     2 22
     2 lusted
     2 attitude
     2 dignity
     2 depending
     2 winters
     2 buckskin
     2 everywhere
     2 mumbled
     2 rockies
     2 thrashing
     2 respect
     2 music
     2 bury
     2 dotted
     2 smoldering
     2 deliver
     2 rapidly
     2 france
     2 moan
     2 corrupt
     2 older
     2 ordinary
     2 broad-brimmed
     2 frighten
     2 foam
     2 heavens
     2 uneasily
     2 northern
     2 northwest
     2 discovered
     2 powerful
     2 manner
     2 bunched
     2 force-field
     2 opinion
     2 sucking
     2 worse
     2 possibilities
     2 whip
     2 cellar
     2 craft
     2 murder
     2 mystical
     2 bite
     2 vanished
     2 chief
     2 cane
     2 impatiently
     2 permission
     2 emissaries
     2 planes
     2 lighting
     2 casual
     2 knock
     2 surely
     2 scarp
     2 bristling
     2 therefore
     2 heels
     2 hunkered
     2 damp
     2 slammed
     2 exhaustion
     2 deceived
     2 shipping
     2 join
     2 gentle
     2 possum
     2 played
     2 16
     2 existed
     2 chamber
     2 hiroshima
     2 waves
     2 ward
     2 orderly
     2 snowy
     2 framework
     2 midnight
     2 journey
     2 convincing
     2 bottle
     2 sacks
     2 lust
     2 continue
     2 library
     2 sniffed
     2 commerce
     2 annoying
     2 rocking
     2 sundown
     2 rusty
     2 thrust
     2 lank
     2 ignorance
     2 growth
     2 switchback
     2 enthusiasm
     2 wicker
     2 magical
     2 kiss
     2 30
     2 bunks
     2 obscured
     2 terribly
     2 drifting
     2 circuits
     2 obviously
     2 figures
     2 breast
     2 hauled
     2 picking
     2 beauty
     2 nervousness
     2 nature
     2 pleasures
     2 prayer
     2 comfortably
     2 flat-hat
     2 killing
     2 orchard
     2 quieter
     2 promised
     2 bar
     2 scourge
     2 settlement
     2 scuffled
     2 flaring
     2 crooked
     2 glistened
     2 impressed
     2 barter
     2 grace
     2 heaved
     2 interval
     2 lunch
     2 slipped
     2 trunk
     2 sensitive
     2 hateful
     2 units
     2 5
     2 porcelain
     2 pants
     2 stallion
     2 clean-shaven
     2 granma
     2 tallow
     2 clue
     2 25
     2 whichever
     2 marry
     2 jar
     2 bombed
     2 ishmaelite
     2 paddles
     2 hoofs
     2 flatboats
     2 plow
     2 singing
     2 desperately
     2 subtle
     2 jehovah
     2 contempt
     2 wished
     2 atlantic
     2 flint
     2 pounded
     2 beast
     2 snake
     2 lifting
     2 reminded
     2 scrap
     2 drive
     2 constantly
     2 concerned
     2 buy
     2 reasonably
     2 permanent
     2 nowhere
     2 stanchions
     2 15
     2 widening
     2 squinting
     2 gingery
     2 floundered
     2 brass
     2 rifles
     2 affect
     2 brightening
     2 reputation
     2 changing
     2 woolen
     2 handful
     2 bonfire
     2 hotter
     2 linen
     2 starving
     2 resentment
     2 oil
     2 waved
     2 collection
     2 reasoning
     2 sun-scorched
     2 legend
     2 specialists
     2 shove
     2 louisville
     2 seasons
     2 pleased
     2 whirlpool
     2 hideous
     2 glittering
     2 farmsteads
     2 reported
     2 bowels
     2 cabin
     2 stories
     2 naturally
     2 bastards
     2 gover
     2 straining
     2 peeled
     2 figuring
     2 circuit
     2 exposing
     2 sleepy
     2 dung
     2 greedy
     2 sobbed
     2 bars
     2 folding
     2 block
     2 however
     2 sloping
     2 pricking
     2 muscles
     2 glimpse
     2 clods
     2 fours
     2 private
     2 poverty
     2 limb
     2 whining
     2 numbers
     2 owe
     2 dedicated
     2 students
     2 beaten
     2 teaching
     2 knuckles
     2 forbids
     2 gasped
     2 toes
     2 quality
     2 savagely
     2 chests
     2 prayed
     2 finest
     2 explanation
     2 tracks
     2 7
     2 crawl
     2 eaten
     2 murderer
     2 good-by
     2 link
     2 speaks
     2 radioactivity
     2 lickings
     2 bolted
     2 walks
     2 hardy
     2 offer
     2 breathe
     2 eyelids
     2 restless
     2 mood
     2 stoning
     2 oddly
     2 hay
     2 william
     2 echo
     2 washing
     2 justify
     2 farthest
     2 howl
     2 backward
     2 scurrying
     2 constitution
     2 written
     2 stalls
     2 gossip
     2 points
     2 solemn
     2 rubbing
     2 trip
     2 depends
     2 condition
     2 native
     2 hedgerow
     2 youth
     2 smaller
     2 lumbering
     2 honor
     2 desolation
     2 transistors
     2 shore
     2 milking
     2 swinging
     2 argue
     2 clouded
     2 gloom
     2 grove
     2 shrewdly
     2 looming
     2 brushed
     2 immense
     2 roughly
     2 dredge
     2 clumsy
     2 conviction
     2 shuffle
     2 pup
     2 turbines
     2 sidney
     2 seeking
     2 suffer
     2 cursed
     2 snap
     2 sunday
     2 stepping
     2 fog
     2 rationalizing
     2 interrupted
     2 ghostly
     2 supposed
     2 candlelight
     2 snarled
     2 slopes
     2 rounded
     2 yea
     2 passageway
     2 creaking
     2 greener
     2 glade
     2 bitterness
     2 rattling
     2 peaceful
     2 butter
     2 flush
     2 ridge
     2 ugliness
     2 nearer
     2 trousers
     2 microphones
     2 seriously
     2 clambered
     2 ecstasy
     2 strained
     2 rigid
     2 shown
     2 bay
     2 crop
     2 flattened
     2 bolts
     2 excuses
     2 coals
     2 bonnet
     2 reba
     2 local
     2 fish
     2 paddle
     2 hatch
     2 serious
     2 yours
     2 accusation
     2 cracks
     2 serving
     2 pulse
     2 bearing
     2 lofty
     2 flames
     2 obvious
     2 denounced
     2 learning
     2 blocked
     2 decisions
     2 garments
     2 jumble
     2 speed
     2 stealing
     2 nasty
     2 lamb
     2 preachers
     2 candles
     2 shock
     2 planning
     2 spray
     2 blur
     2 haunted
     2 afford
     2 imperfect
     2 usual
     2 salvation
     2 becoming
     2 conditioning
     2 2
     2 furs
     2 19
     2 hill
     2 uncomfortably
     2 wailing
     2 woke
     2 snapping
     2 indignant
     2 quick
     2 21
     2 cupboard
     2 possibility
     2 holiness
     2 bloody
     2 neckband
     2 stubby
     2 roving
     2 bodies
     2 unsteady
     2 clearing
     2 27
     2 canoe
     2 poured
     2 agony
     2 proselyting
     2 framed
     2 conversation
     2 9
     2 bachelor
     2 supplies
     2 chiefly
     2 highway
     2 permitted
     2 moonrise
     2 sheep
     2 hissing
     2 grayness
     2 stands
     2 shenango
     2 lids
     2 innocent
     2 breasts
     2 trembled
     2 fright
     2 notch
     2 hush-hush
     2 packing
     2 sober
     2 tempted
     2 soot
     2 marks
     2 handy
     2 ten
     2 eager
     2 glimmering
     2 ceiling
     2 gerrit
     2 information
     2 reeling
     2 stamp
     2 captain
     2 sorts
     2 watchful
     2 clatter
     2 plates
     2 barrow
     2 barefoot
     2 master
     2 cleared
     2 torchlight
     2 ranks
     2 misty
     2 bride
     2 clubs
     2 meaningless
     2 17
     2 blended
     2 washed
     2 glimmered
     2 leathery
     2 puff
     2 fidgeted
     2 incredulously
     2 missing
     2 howling
     2 frightening
     2 keen
     2 byers
     2 valleys
     2 cuffed
     2 feathery
     2 studying
     2 upstairs
     2 doubling
     2 vagrant
     2 freight
     2 hurting
     2 withdrew
     2 gun
     2 visiting
     2 masses
     2 markets
     2 smother
     2 okay
     2 scowl
     2 forest
     2 launch
     2 thrill
     2 fill
     2 cot
     2 potential
     2 slippery
     2 stacked
     2 frosty
     2 none
     2 bargemen
     2 fascination
     2 linked
     2 greatest
     2 trimmed
     2 brilliance
     2 bony
     2 possibly
     2 instinctively
     2 hers
     2 23
     2 impulse
     2 automobiles
     2 blackened
     2 eagerly
     2 maple
     2 pink
     2 missouri
     2 rigs
     2 based
     2 glimmer
     2 28
     2 compulsion
     2 yard
     2 grain
     2 fun
     2 destroying
     2 disobeyed
     2 ment
     2 cracking
     2 nine
     2 sickness
     2 lashing
     2 auction
     2 pages
     2 boxes
     2 shovel
     2 clarity
     2 hoofbeats
     2 mattered
     2 clothing
     2 seats
     2 temperature
     2 dried
     2 oldest
     2 softened
     2 spared
     2 frayed
     2 root
     2 bushes
     2 greasy
     2 aerial
     2 gives
     2 4
     2 stubbornly
     2 thinks
     2 beats
     2 confess
     2 elevator
     2 imagine
     2 comradeship
     2 elbows
     2 staying
     2 cow
     2 rumors
     2 butchering
     2 rendezvous
     2 12
     2 excuse
     2 intervals
     2 debt
     2 windy
     2 waking
     2 passion
     2 righteous
     2 differences
     2 stunned
     2 emotion
     2 pointing
     2 denial
     2 families
     2 difficult
     2 period
     2 patted
     2 aunt
     2 sticking
     2 ablaze
     2 february
     2 blankets
     2 balancing
     2 kick
     2 treads
     2 negative
     2 whoever
     2 frozen
     2 laying
     2 depth
     2 painted
     2 blades
     2 nailed
     2 beg
     2 howled
     2 pack
     2 river-boat
     2 satisfied
     2 panting
     2 healed
     2 roots
     2 date
     2 opening
     2 lectric
     2 happening
     2 amazingly
     2 shifting
     2 calling
     2 flat-hats
     2 pondering
     2 prove
     2 rhythm
     2 hymn
     2 animal
     2 snorting
     2 trace
     2 extra
     2 untouched
     2 fiery
     2 yards
     2 citizens
     2 twisting
     2 signs
     2 remains
     2 physically
     2 nuclear
     2 git
     2 memories
     2 snapped
     2 motions
     2 pitched
     2 sliding
     2 stable
     2 treat
     2 answering
     2 border
     2 mechanical
     2 bound
     2 leg
     2 thrashed
     2 wool
     2 settlements
     2 6
     2 army
     2 turf
     2 trampled
     2 deny
     2 loosed
     2 progress
     2 mixed
     2 weight
     2 smile
     2 keys
     2 panic
     2 bird
     2 lick
     2 outlined
     2 bush
     2 remind
     2 sounding
     2 worst
     2 screeching
     2 piercing
     2 possession
     2 locker
     2 slipping
     2 gray-green
     2 goatskin
     2 warily
     2 yellow-bellied
     2 picks
     2 clawed
     2 odds
     2 churning
     2 blinking
     2 spofford
     2 generators
     2 feels
     2 demand
     2 resentful
     2 dominated
     2 owed
     2 stow
     2 suit
     2 due
     2 flows
     2 creed
     2 hungrily
     2 trickle
     2 sermons
     2 relay
     2 orders
     2 boss
     2 amazement
     2 sternly
     2 upheaval
     2 scuttled
     2 piles
     2 sprouting
     2 smithy
     2 collar
     2 cling
     2 rustling
     2 fully
     2 patiently
     2 engineer
     2 anyhow
     2 stout
     2 signal
     2 multiply
     2 shoes
     2 gods
     2 apparently
     2 starlight
     2 store
     2 stony
     2 methodically
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     1 mister
     1 revulsion
     1 powdered
     1 unsteadily
     1 switch
     1 menaces
     1 purged
     1 phantom
     1 gulf
     1 spiteful
     1 door-yard
     1 unencumbered
     1 scuffing
     1 uncertainty
     1 ironic
     1 jamb
     1 outdoor
     1 thrumming
     1 wise
     1 suggested
     1 silenced
     1 delightful
     1 sun-bitten
     1 snag
     1 firebox
     1 shaken
     1 tinny
     1 woodwork
     1 seething
     1 stupidity
     1 prodded
     1 split
     1 jack
     1 grandchildren
     1 introduced
     1 mass-produced
     1 birthed
     1 windowpane
     1 jacklighting
     1 preferred
     1 illinois
     1 grandeur
     1 ordinarily
     1 not-thinking
     1 tastes
     1 vindictively
     1 deceiving
     1 masculine
     1 unintelligible
     1 payment
     1 peacefulness
     1 bonnets
     1 unbreakable
     1 handcraft
     1 pheasant
     1 thaw
     1 crook
     1 blend
     1 grunting
     1 squirrel
     1 worn-out
     1 afternoons
     1 suspected
     1 foreheads
     1 rarer
     1 shrines
     1 saturday
     1 manufacture
     1 blotting
     1 defensive
     1 copy
     1 following
     1 snicker
     1 data
     1 ignored
     1 hum
     1 repay
     1 grandfathers
     1 wavered
     1 leech
     1 hopefully
     1 frieze
     1 challenged
     1 ends
     1 crossing
     1 outraged
     1 dry-farmers
     1 compassionate
     1 protect
     1 merciful
     1 close-lipped
     1 midstream
     1 skeletal
     1 thud
     1 slaves
     1 hooks
     1 composed
     1 vital
     1 superintendent
     1 curved
     1 edw
     1 puddles
     1 homeward
     1 mule
     1 gentlemen
     1 skinned
     1 impatience
     1 punished
     1 forked
     1 spattered
     1 relentlessly
     1 siding
     1 ending
     1 ornery
     1 wrench
     1 punishment
     1 giggled
     1 planking
     1 floors
     1 hiss
     1 freighters
     1 chins
     1 rougher
     1 insides
     1 soldiers
     1 immensity
     1 outlying
     1 blinded
     1 pointedly
     1 ripe
     1 griping
     1 mathematics
     1 harking
     1 eagle
     1 weeping
     1 regarding
     1 blotted
     1 blob
     1 envious
     1 iniquities
     1 now-familiar
     1 martial
     1 authorities
     1 hundreds
     1 bustled
     1 timeless
     1 triangular
     1 calf
     1 rust
     1 misery
     1 insistent
     1 footing
     1 explained
     1 westbound
     1 doctor
     1 fatal
     1 bandits
     1 braced
     1 proselyte
     1 questioned
     1 brutes
     1 mississippi
     1 fruitful
     1 gates
     1 drawbacks
     1 remotest
     1 exhilaration
     1 thoroughly
     1 recall
     1 personalities
     1 waits
     1 patches
     1 moaned
     1 reasonable
     1 scorn
     1 advanced
     1 intention
     1 grannies
     1 traced
     1 textbooks
     1 scarf
     1 fishing
     1 viciously
     1 carols
     1 john
     1 shopkeepers
     1 maze
     1 flapped
     1 senior
     1 waltham
     1 fainter
     1 roadside
     1 hull
     1 introduction
     1 lovingly
     1 lurid
     1 launches
     1 alloys
     1 tucked
     1 sloughing
     1 massively
     1 smash
     1 hi
     1 partitioned
     1 agrarian
     1 erected
     1 fate
     1 arkansas
     1 gray-haired
     1 gloomily
     1 uh
     1 mortify
     1 knife-and-claw
     1 snatched
     1 coloring
     1 property
     1 fabric
     1 applied
     1 function
     1 helplessness
     1 groveling
     1 propaganda
     1 deceive
     1 barren
     1 lush
     1 constant
     1 growled
     1 crew
     1 wake
     1 strangely
     1 regarded
     1 all-embracing
     1 joining
     1 vacuous
     1 cables
     1 recess
     1 everlasting
     1 obstacles
     1 society
     1 craving
     1 dedication
     1 cautious
     1 dump
     1 deacons
     1 yowled
     1 tiptoes
     1 fourteen
     1 boundaries
     1 shorter
     1 folly
     1 magnetized
     1 peculiar
     1 erring
     1 political
     1 wrinkling
     1 preparing
     1 shanty-boat
     1 ditch
     1 trudging
     1 fans
     1 bronze
     1 henry
     1 apprehensive
     1 gateway
     1 scarecrows
     1 passable
     1 buzzing
     1 blotched
     1 troublemakers
     1 bays
     1 sigh
     1 consider
     1 noose
     1 lands
     1 posts
     1 protestingly
     1 wars
     1 frothing
     1 enemies
     1 slit
     1 locks
     1 cliffs
     1 jabbed
     1 involved
     1 dwarfing
     1 significance
     1 worthy
     1 executioners
     1 cannon
     1 gaudy
     1 swamp
     1 ash
     1 bulbous
     1 principle
     1 outgrown
     1 monument
     1 shep
     1 hero
     1 scuffling
     1 liking
     1 questioning
     1 leaked
     1 peripheral
     1 hollowed
     1 billets
     1 beasts
     1 muttering
     1 washington
     1 speakers
     1 burdettes
     1 partial
     1 graded
     1 chap
     1 sunup
     1 genocide
     1 frantic
     1 pavements
     1 plodding
     1 consciously
     1 padded
     1 roused
     1 faucets
     1 tails
     1 boasting
     1 lookit
     1 stoves
     1 mere
     1 indecision
     1 acts
     1 beam
     1 mops
     1 wider
     1 mechanize
     1 springtime
     1 williamsfield
     1 weakness
     1 fixation
     1 half-broken
     1 fanaticism
     1 streaming
     1 thunderous
     1 customary
     1 congratulations
     1 whimper
     1 meadow
     1 rumpled
     1 praying
     1 shallows
     1 jacobs
     1 prick
     1 daughter-in-law
     1 easter
     1 curtaining
     1 ribs
     1 jammed
     1 possessed
     1 accuse
     1 half-grown
     1 mill
     1 unreeled
     1 july
     1 presently
     1 dunlinsky
     1 trained
     1 immediate
     1 pleasure
     1 pitfall
     1 adventurous
     1 examination
     1 profession
     1 raced
     1 crazed
     1 oh-h
     1 murmur
     1 deathtraps
     1 puzzling
     1 plea
     1 drawings
     1 flickering
     1 clicked
     1 crimson
     1 faraway
     1 starts
     1 managed
     1 tied-up
     1 southeast
     1 loped
     1 deepening
     1 jurisdiction
     1 moorings
     1 kindly
     1 haunches
     1 proved
     1 derisive
     1 ripening
     1 drowsiness
     1 foaming
     1 clumps
     1 lumber
     1 aloud
     1 included
     1 drunken
     1 ponderous
     1 rot
     1 straggled
     1 camping
     1 repented
     1 required
     1 dandy
     1 buck
     1 crouching
     1 distribution
     1 presage
     1 cheekbone
     1 ventilators
     1 fiddling
     1 tubes
     1 belly-crawling
     1 strung
     1 not-wanting
     1 tension
     1 re-sided
     1 blade
     1 outmoded
     1 watchfulness
     1 frows
     1 defied
     1 stumble
     1 caused
     1 allows
     1 sacrifice
     1 chimneys
     1 perdition
     1 assigned
     1 trouser
     1 actions
     1 chambers
     1 giants
     1 godforsaken
     1 heavenly
     1 lagged
     1 laziness
     1 blending
     1 thorny
     1 headway
     1 greater
     1 degree
     1 shoelaces
     1 regularly
     1 ancient
     1 saddle
     1 strawberry
     1 pane
     1 adjusting
     1 christened
     1 patch
     1 dealt
     1 floated
     1 hesitant
     1 dummy
     1 gestures
     1 physicist
     1 shied
     1 lonelier
     1 tilts
     1 interfere
     1 eyed
     1 everyday
     1 pasted
     1 accustomed
     1 amiss
     1 stoutly
     1 nobility
     1 skirting
     1 hamlets
     1 bridge
     1 daddy
     1 reaction
     1 demanding
     1 loot
     1 darting
     1 math
     1 winked
     1 resin
     1 burned-out
     1 pharaohs
     1 friendliness
     1 jingled
     1 brightness
     1 guys
     1 crafty
     1 ajingle
     1 filling
     1 pinched
     1 switched
     1 chastisement
     1 agonizing
     1 drawer
     1 israel
     1 panels
     1 weighted
     1 aim
     1 enviously
     1 bill
     1 cawing
     1 masks
     1 threatened
     1 altering
     1 airplanes
     1 whim
     1 yielded
     1 stone-dead
     1 untroubled
     1 yellow-brown
     1 texas
     1 armor
     1 thicker
     1 responsibility
     1 hedgerows
     1 mutual
     1 hoarse
     1 magic
     1 halo
     1 dresses
     1 horsehide
     1 steaming
     1 workings
     1 returned
     1 elegance
     1 bale
     1 burns
     1 drays
     1 supermen
     1 commandment
     1 react
     1 obstinate
     1 major
     1 gentler
     1 wholly
     1 self-supporting
     1 bastard
     1 crackings
     1 feebly
     1 particles
     1 terminus
     1 writ
     1 waterway
     1 tempting
     1 pre-destruction
     1 custom
     1 forestalled
     1 transparently
     1 thick-muscled
     1 seams
     1 snowed
     1 incredible
     1 sassafras
     1 churned
     1 curses
     1 claw
     1 outward
     1 birds
     1 sincerely
     1 affronted
     1 fragrance
     1 blossom
     1 goal
     1 preparations
     1 type
     1 mislaid
     1 timidly
     1 check
     1 philosophical
     1 virginia
     1 bellowed
     1 moneychangers
     1 stovewood
     1 breaths
     1 cabbage
     1 vomited
     1 distinctive
     1 pairs
     1 cartloads
     1 owls
     1 baptist
     1 amount
     1 cruelly
     1 triumphant
     1 bobbing
     1 swiped
     1 price
     1 roved
     1 plane
     1 rhyme
     1 trickled
     1 encamped
     1 shyness
     1 hunted
     1 well-wishing
     1 brownish
     1 thieves
     1 thighs
     1 forgiveness
     1 chasteneth
     1 rejects
     1 tenseness
     1 pouring
     1 driftwood
     1 drenched
     1 jars
     1 tingling
     1 tapped
     1 maintenance
     1 loaned
     1 hammered
     1 deathless
     1 machined
     1 motherhood
     1 grief
     1 helpful
     1 towed
     1 quarters
     1 patting
     1 forgiven
     1 spoiled
     1 giant
     1 cup
     1 skins
     1 graphic
     1 influences
     1 eyeballs
     1 cylinders
     1 packages
     1 tale
     1 margin
     1 sickly
     1 wedge-shaped
     1 print
     1 lighted
     1 feather
     1 sepulchers
     1 claim
     1 drugstore
     1 risked
     1 teachers
     1 flitches
     1 hanker
     1 unlaced
     1 infrequent
     1 poland
     1 bucketing
     1 burnished
     1 clotted
     1 farmdale
     1 agriculture
     1 lightning-blasted
     1 wavering
     1 tens
     1 solely
     1 gulp
     1 cowhide
     1 plowing
     1 sentiment
     1 foreigner
     1 deeper
     1 roughing
     1 streams
     1 shroud
     1 accusing
     1 layers
     1 sheltering
     1 moves
     1 coalbin
     1 comprehend
     1 insolence
     1 textures
     1 pumps
     1 lady
     1 unchanging
     1 trait
     1 gullies
     1 sagging
     1 punched
     1 n
     1 boulders
     1 cramped
     1 wreck
     1 pretense
     1 unnecessary
     1 theaters
     1 dispersed
     1 cut-up
     1 tightness
     1 grandpas
     1 dieth
     1 cheekbones
     1 blinked
     1 height
     1 ominously
     1 encounter
     1 odorous
     1 smoothed
     1 midday
     1 cruelty
     1 swelling
     1 furtive
     1 bandy-legged
     1 peep
     1 isbn
     1 blundered
     1 wild-eyed
     1 transfigured
     1 according
     1 pebbles
     1 sour
     1 hard-packed
     1 respectfully
     1 overt
     1 speck
     1 southbound
     1 spends
     1 defiant
     1 excellent
     1 crumbling
     1 cage
     1 meal
     1 tested
     1 passionately
     1 wit
     1 inward
     1 odd
     1 sunshine
     1 month
     1 uncertain
     1 violets
     1 bombing
     1 oak
     1 rough-curing
     1 isolated
     1 inquistion
     1 unhealthy
     1 disobey
     1 hoots
     1 spotted
     1 mahoning
     1 debris
     1 salting
     1 brand
     1 grimly
     1 clicking
     1 stealthily
     1 fisherman
     1 accidental
     1 soften
     1 map
     1 intensely
     1 false-witnessing
     1 droop
     1 underfoot
     1 slush
     1 candy
     1 contemplating
     1 warmed
     1 safely
     1 attract
     1 hesitantly
     1 veil
     1 strode
     1 lighter
     1 embarrassed
     1 frustrating
     1 sewing
     1 continuous
     1 guessed
     1 lesser
     1 dreary
     1 continent
     1 crackles
     1 english
     1 sullenly
     1 ancientness
     1 beads
     1 operation
     1 crawled
     1 fairy
     1 sensation
     1 buckets
     1 yield
     1 protective
     1 coyote
     1 active
     1 chooses
     1 ferns
     1 tanks
     1 floundering
     1 treasures
     1 deepened
     1 surge
     1 glistening
     1 marian
     1 interconnecting
     1 grab
     1 provided
     1 lazy
     1 tranquil
     1 counties
     1 hmph
     1 hoarded
     1 cadence
     1 prairies
     1 lawyer
     1 chemical
     1 disgrace
     1 nation
     1 separated
     1 damage
     1 accepting
     1 smashing
     1 clenched
     1 spine
     1 puffed
     1 lope
     1 boilers
     1 hen
     1 steadied
     1 threats
     1 longings
     1 trains
     1 smartly
     1 obscuring
     1 sooty
     1 blurt
     1 rumblings
     1 blackstrap
     1 recognition
     1 texture
     1 possessive
     1 swing
     1 stops
     1 bawled
     1 fertile
     1 vernon
     1 props
     1 shoving
     1 crooks
     1 challenging
     1 imaginable
     1 natural-born
     1 cudgel
     1 offhand
     1 overlooked
     1 skyline
     1 brawl
     1 wishing
     1 strangest
     1 shells
     1 tipped
     1 swirling
     1 weather-worn
     1 emerged
     1 possess
     1 april
     1 triumphantly
     1 horror
     1 discontented
     1 sadness
     1 gargantuan
     1 complaint
     1 vistas
     1 seconded
     1 shallower
     1 shakes
     1 a-whoring
     1 contentment
     1 misuse
     1 laps
     1 squirrels
     1 backed
     1 shaft
     1 structures
     1 greeted
     1 rolls
     1 guiltily
     1 sagebrush
     1 smelted
     1 joe
     1 strengthened
     1 transmit
     1 dismantled
     1 metallic
     1 nodding
     1 testing
     1 half-built
     1 sourly
     1 sly
     1 session
     1 bastions
     1 red-bearded
     1 soul-rotting
     1 glossy
     1 squeeze
     1 shots
     1 greek
     1 gomorrah
     1 loveth
     1 caressed
     1 hereabouts
     1 snaking
     1 sparingly
     1 mountaintops
     1 shawl
     1 half-open
     1 fore
     1 bursts
     1 preachin
     1 proportion
     1 appalachians
     1 wealth
     1 huddled
     1 vindictive
     1 heel
     1 abandonment
     1 loitered
     1 covering
     1 nets
     1 interdiction
     1 foundations
     1 network
     1 warmer
     1 theories
     1 gable
     1 half-moon
     1 disorientation
     1 glassy
     1 grilled
     1 grid
     1 avoid
     1 clever
     1 unexpected
     1 storms
     1 portentous
     1 hey
     1 piping
     1 groaned
     1 equipment
     1 doubtful
     1 inescapable
     1 reassured
     1 curtains
     1 brood
     1 truthfulness
     1 coarse-loomed
     1 courtrooms
     1 underside
     1 artificial
     1 undirected
     1 ring
     1 satisfaction
     1 tramped
     1 stored-up
     1 electric-eye
     1 wiser
     1 elementary
     1 shirk
     1 pudding
     1 laborer
     1 facilities
     1 irretrievable
     1 rhetorical
     1 consequent
     1 flagstones
     1 saith
     1 thrifty
     1 unsafe
     1 disgusted
     1 grappling
     1 extreme
     1 suited
     1 famine
     1 reflect
     1 weariness
     1 worship
     1 nails
     1 changes
     1 revival
     1 whiskey
     1 accidents
     1 undue
     1 bags
     1 securely
     1 transition
     1 imitations
     1 overrun
     1 grows
     1 kettles
     1 round-eyed
     1 mope
     1 mothers
     1 spot
     1 nighttime
     1 expressed
     1 aged
     1 alternating
     1 whimpering
     1 denied
     1 shower
     1 protest
     1 top-secret
     1 rack
     1 seeming
     1 minding
     1 defenseless
     1 cheerful
     1 stripped
     1 insignificant
     1 savage
     1 willing
     1 biblical
     1 savoring
     1 worshipers
     1 intermittent
     1 trial
     1 stumped
     1 rejoined
     1 wisely
     1 paces
     1 oaks
     1 slapping
     1 wolf
     1 controlled
     1 forcefulness
     1 beliefs
     1 riffling
     1 exceeding
     1 dangling
     1 whiteness
     1 reflected
     1 england
     1 eleven
     1 using
     1 tighten
     1 unbearably
     1 advantage
     1 scan
     1 ruth
     1 fairground
     1 knocking
     1 tongue-lashing
     1 admitted
     1 radar
     1 catcalls
     1 creak
     1 carpeting
     1 resembling
     1 dogs
     1 twigs
     1 chop
     1 childlike
     1 bitten
     1 withholdeth
     1 freedom
     1 froth
     1 pleasantly
     1 bullets
     1 pays
     1 suffered
     1 rockslides
     1 echoed
     1 parted
     1 blot
     1 painting
     1 gentled
     1 rights
     1 meetings
     1 travel
     1 scoured
     1 keller
     1 cobblers
     1 altogether
     1 automobile
     1 overheard
     1 cargoes
     1 blessed
     1 bumping
     1 bull
     1 hounded
     1 judicial
     1 unbroken
     1 briers
     1 whoop
     1 admired
     1 sleeper
     1 troubled
     1 gaping
     1 struggle
     1 wits
     1 duck
     1 dodged
     1 handmade
     1 hammer
     1 squirmed
     1 craned
     1 cropped
     1 joy
     1 thief
     1 stopping
     1 jogged
     1 windup
     1 pondered
     1 limp
     1 guiltiness
     1 sneak
     1 rainless
     1 lab
     1 housed
     1 hardness
     1 swarthy
     1 planting
     1 privacy
     1 stark
     1 otherwise
     1 samaritans
     1 grotesque
     1 served
     1 darkened
     1 exchanging
     1 hitch
     1 scrambling
     1 finds
     1 relatives
     1 springs
     1 re-education
     1 crisp
     1 sold
     1 expecting
     1 titles
     1 calmness
     1 resignation
     1 ginger
     1 consciences
     1 calve
     1 musical
     1 shave
     1 murderous
     1 fairs
     1 horrified
     1 throne
     1 nucleonics
     1 adjust
     1 fences
     1 swearing
     1 jerk
     1 vibrated
     1 diagrams
     1 unwinds
     1 maples
     1 towboat
     1 throb
     1 splatter
     1 strides
     1 shelf
     1 curtly
     1 stiffen
     1 asks
     1 looka
     1 squeaky
     1 tits
     1 hatbrim
     1 transfer
     1 pluck
     1 resting
     1 baked
     1 officer
     1 screech
     1 pigs
     1 archives
     1 turns
     1 stake
     1 mama
     1 unity
     1 trumpets
     1 paint
     1 nagging
     1 kinder
     1 forefront
     1 vermin
     1 unburned
     1 spiles
     1 handily
     1 retrospect
     1 landed
     1 potbellied
     1 relaxed
     1 mantle
     1 creases
     1 bursting
     1 great-great-grandfather
     1 common
     1 health
     1 fingering
     1 heavier
     1 leisure
     1 trundled
     1 sang
     1 sermon
     1 astonishment
     1 endures
     1 manure
     1 lovely
     1 temples
     1 gladly
     1 boil
     1 intrusion
     1 cavernous
     1 granddaughter
     1 prepared
     1 projected
     1 crow
     1 stiffened
     1 earnestly
     1 babies
     1 topped
     1 drab
     1 mock-up
     1 busines
     1 megalopolis
     1 revelations
     1 acting
     1 stifling
     1 social
     1 affair
     1 hunter
     1 occupying
     1 electrical
     1 homes
     1 sawyer
     1 safeties
     1 hand-pegged
     1 concealment
     1 hm
     1 starved-looking
     1 nudging
     1 nursing
     1 doubleday
     1 foolishness
     1 red-cheeked
     1 blasphemy
     1 shutters
     1 retort
     1 perpetually
     1 valve
     1 publisher
     1 loosen
     1 spots
     1 intending
     1 fission
     1 stowage
     1 starting
     1 docked
     1 piston
     1 babylon
     1 foreseeable
     1 noted
     1 dairy
     1 momentarily
     1 branched
     1 tamers
     1 calves
     1 emotions
     1 defiance
     1 trustworthy
     1 starveling
     1 blacker
     1 rear
     1 footstool
     1 loss
     1 bankfull
     1 celebration
     1 foundation
     1 colts
     1 homesick
     1 hips
     1 drop
     1 hugged
     1 tormented
     1 butting
     1 preached
     1 lee
     1 blankly
     1 hiroshimas
     1 loudest
     1 leap
     1 woman-things
     1 covert
     1 quaint
     1 moods
     1 scene
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  590 the
     277 and
     238 a
     231 of
     188 he
     161 was
     157 fallon
     144 to
     135 his
     133 in
     117 it
     94 i
     88 that
     85 you
     76 said
     65 with
     63 were
     63 they
     61 him
     59 there
     59 had
     56 on
     54 but
     51 at
     51 bjarnsson
     48 her
     48 out
     46 joan
     45 for
     43 as
     43 eyes
     38 up
     35 be
     35 have
     34 back
     33 she
     33 from
     32 like
     32 then
     29 an
     29 so
     28 all
     28 face
     28 is
     27 down
     27 what
     27 them
     26 through
     26 we
     25 something
     24 got
     24 one
     23 webb
     23 girl
     23 me
     23 came
     22 if
     22 fallon's
     22 not
     21 go
     21 looked
     21 into
     20 no
     20 your
     20 about
     20 over
     20 are
     19 my
     19 still
     19 here
     19 thing
     19 by
     19 or
     19 would
     19 bjarnsson's
     18 going
     18 get
     17 now
     17 been
     16 rays
     16 went
     16 might
     15 kashimo
     15 time
     15 this
     15 again
     14 can
     14 even
     14 hands
     14 will
     14 do
     14 could
     14 sea
     14 little
     14 voice
     14 against
     14 why
     14 know
     14 too
     14 suddenly
     14 things
     14 whispered
     14 head
     13 come
     13 just
     13 hard
     13 think
     13 am
     12 away
     12 did
     12 more
     12 only
     12 turned
     12 thought
     12 across
     12 take
     12 before
     11 behind
     11 under
     11 big
     11 struck
     11 man
     11 knew
     11 men
     11 einar
     11 cold
     11 water
     11 close
     11 body
     11 small
     11 madge
     10 right
     10 don't
     10 any
     10 good
     10 long
     10 didn't
     10 see
     10 its
     10 there's
     10 ship
     10 well
     10 coming
     10 made
     10 nothing
     10 guns
     10 pacific
     10 which
     9 they're
     9 some
     9 mind
     9 how
     9 monsters
     9 black
     9 stopped
     9 never
     9 turn
     9 shoulders
     9 other
     9 their
     9 car
     9 caught
     9 quake
     9 couldn't
     8 i'm
     8 set
     8 beach
     8 those
     8 whole
     8 make
     8 sharp
     8 windows
     8 may
     8 helmet
     8 creatures
     8 dead
     8 must
     8 these
     8 us
     8 along
     8 people
     8 way
     8 dark
     8 look
     8 slowly
     8 blue
     8 took
     8 suit
     8 bright
     8 heavy
     7 gone
     7 almost
     7 remember
     7 perhaps
     7 quite
     7 daniels
     7 drew
     7 when
     7 lines
     7 volcano
     7 huge
     7 ripped
     7 bodies
     7 neck
     7 hull
     7 last
     7 course
     7 closed
     7 submarine
     7 began
     7 few
     7 two
     7 light
     7 wings
     7 brown
     7 first
     6 rose
     6 he'd
     6 hair
     6 ocean
     6 growing
     6 forward
     6 where
     6 heard
     6 toward
     6 somehow
     6 wouldn't
     6 throat
     6 moved
     6 eye
     6 off
     6 control
     6 life
     6 together
     6 own
     6 heart
     6 let
     6 hold
     6 put
     6 suppose
     6 asked
     6 yes
     6 low
     6 fought
     6 saw
     6 better
     6 beyond
     6 our
     6 after
     6 west
     6 paper
     6 jaw
     6 mean
     6 apartment
     6 need
     6 outside
     6 sapphire
     6 east
     6 stared
     6 hadn't
     6 legs
     6 others
     6 shook
     6 found
     6 clear
     6 anything
     5 job
     5 white
     5 that's
     5 bad
     5 we'll
     5 surprised
     5 flame
     5 metal
     5 without
     5 living
     5 kind
     5 grown
     5 you're
     5 planes
     5 sound
     5 grunted
     5 nodded
     5 place
     5 surging
     5 should
     5 below
     5 spoke
     5 half
     5 because
     5 broad
     5 laughed
     5 try
     5 can't
     5 sub
     5 fish
     5 sleep
     5 grey-green
     5 shock
     5 streets
     5 many
     5 lips
     5 alone
     5 say
     5 radio
     5 than
     5 stop
     5 projector
     5 fixed
     5 else
     5 another
     5 air
     5 far
     5 gunfire
     5 showed
     5 days
     5 fool
     5 brain
     5 softly
     5 hell
     5 kissed
     5 war
     5 saved
     5 moment
     5 started
     5 terror
     5 very
     5 deep
     5 volcanic
     5 yet
     5 controls
     5 coast
     5 room
     4 wait
     4 hear
     4 sight
     4 hot
     4 late
     4 fire
     4 girl's
     4 damned
     4 ugly
     4 seen
     4 sand
     4 circle
     4 weapon
     4 sharply
     4 stood
     4 straight
     4 murder
     4 has
     4 until
     4 distant
     4 sunlight
     4 shrugged
     4 itself
     4 slow
     4 wound
     4 seat
     4 happened
     4 getting
     4 laughter
     4 find
     4 i'll
     4 blood
     4 weeks
     4 fools
     4 queer
     4 single
     4 pulled
     4 story
     4 while
     4 killed
     4 closer
     4 snarled
     4 enough
     4 chance
     4 listen
     4 keep
     4 vast
     4 shut
     4 want
     4 hill
     4 near
     4 wasn't
     4 rod
     4 great
     4 chapter
     4 smiled
     4 scream
     4 hunch
     4 wave
     4 someone
     4 changed
     4 hat
     4 quietly
     4 steady
     4 i've
     4 blurred
     4 santa
     4 anger
     4 islands
     4 monica
     4 grinned
     4 thin
     4 choked
     4 churned
     4 beaches
     4 house
     4 thundering
     4 hours
     4 deeper
     4 morning
     4 tentacles
     4 roar
     4 japanese
     4 three
     4 feeling
     4 panic
     4 i'd
     4 fantastic
     4 sun
     4 felt
     4 dim
     4 shuddering
     4 spread
     4 dodged
     4 hand
     4 gripped
     4 window
     4 relaxed
     4 short
     4 looking
     4 around
     3 fair
     3 panel
     3 yellow
     3 wonder
     3 driven
     3 wet
     3 horrible
     3 sick
     3 four
     3 affected
     3 watching
     3 running
     3 past
     3 gave
     3 convulsively
     3 strength
     3 woman
     3 plans
     3 sure
     3 fissure
     3 lying
     3 bone
     3 sirens
     3 shrieking
     3 screen
     3 died
     3 mr
     3 worry
     3 somebody
     3 seemed
     3 hurt
     3 except
     3 wanted
     3 broken
     3 recent
     3 followed
     3 being
     3 fleet
     3 cut
     3 motors
     3 pain
     3 glowing
     3 swift
     3 round
     3 human
     3 shallow
     3 charge
     3 land
     3 observer
     3 top
     3 doors
     3 wood
     3 claws
     3 radiations
     3 oh
     3 feet
     3 ago
     3 lean
     3 licked
     3 bulk
     3 thinking
     3 whether
     3 cragged
     3 we've
     3 cause
     3 sweat
     3 numbers
     3 tired
     3 clogged
     3 broadcast
     3 wearily
     3 attack
     3 echo
     3 swung
     3 himself
     3 lost
     3 shoulder
     3 ground
     3 trap
     3 dazed
     3 held
     3 minute
     3 attacked
     3 brought
     3 dropped
     3 building
     3 ja
     3 batlike
     3 god
     3 they'd
     3 switch
     3 kept
     3 iron
     3 motion
     3 forgotten
     3 neat
     3 narrow
     3 new
     3 invasion
     3 japan
     3 anyone
     3 most
     3 wall
     3 explained
     3 means
     3 screaming
     3 blind
     3 probably
     3 flat
     3 clothes
     3 salt
     3 what's
     3 formation
     3 haven't
     3 yeah
     3 isn't
     3 gaze
     3 automatic
     3 gaunt
     3 shot
     3 fear
     3 crowds
     3 afraid
     3 slanting
     3 teeth
     3 selfish
     3 lot
     3 armor
     3 returned
     3 police
     3 told
     3 plane
     3 fighting
     3 watch
     3 rage
     3 giant
     3 darkness
     3 depth
     3 faint
     3 open
     3 somewhere
     3 bombers
     3 explorer
     3 maybe
     3 touched
     3 tanks
     3 run
     3 opened
     3 force
     3 hordes
     3 hardly
     3 skin
     3 warm
     3 sea-water
     3 remembered
     3 evolution
     3 fault
     3 between
     3 joan's
     3 using
     3 ever
     3 nightmare
     3 color
     3 lungs
     3 read
     3 once
     3 five
     3 gently
     3 prepared
     3 tell
     3 door
     3 buried
     3 years
     3 high
     2 experts
     2 rate
     2 sweating
     2 wheel
     2 breath
     2 already
     2 fainting
     2 stiffly
     2 horns
     2 met
     2 detached
     2 both
     2 they'll
     2 tumbled
     2 thunder
     2 pulling
     2 closely
     2 there'd
     2 foot
     2 gets
     2 doorway
     2 tail
     2 starfish
     2 chances
     2 harsh
     2 bare
     2 cheek
     2 stooped
     2 sheer
     2 damn
     2 fast
     2 torture
     2 curving
     2 law
     2 move
     2 end
     2 miss
     2 beautiful
     2 department
     2 endless
     2 weigal
     2 whistled
     2 struggled
     2 sphere
     2 smoke
     2 child
     2 send
     2 wolf's
     2 wide
     2 finger
     2 crab
     2 flicked
     2 sake
     2 left
     2 knows
     2 sweep
     2 perilously
     2 sometimes
     2 confused
     2 firing
     2 tall
     2 slashed
     2 individuals
     2 ones
     2 thrashing
     2 flickered
     2 cluttered
     2 blows
     2 design
     2 vein
     2 powerful
     2 curve
     2 worse
     2 harbor
     2 worth
     2 give
     2 vanished
     2 lie
     2 question
     2 also
     2 crashed
     2 hills
     2 cell
     2 phone
     2 desperate
     2 curtain
     2 you'd
     2 heading
     2 growth
     2 policemen
     2 stay
     2 ice-blue
     2 lay
     2 telescope
     2 terribly
     2 startled
     2 million
     2 god's
     2 flesh
     2 picking
     2 fight
     2 certain
     2 interest
     2 answered
     2 waiting
     2 stare
     2 city
     2 trunks
     2 wonderful
     2 houses
     2 everything
     2 slipped
     2 power
     2 business
     2 submit
     2 let's
     2 wrapping
     2 drink
     2 talk
     2 ears
     2 beast
     2 deep-sea
     2 leaded
     2 every
     2 sky
     2 shuddered
     2 beside
     2 arm
     2 unusual
     2 naval
     2 condemning
     2 smart
     2 answer
     2 explorer's
     2 aside
     2 hell-fired
     2 movement
     2 creature
     2 lead
     2 unfamiliar
     2 america
     2 hillside
     2 cabin
     2 it's
     2 sprang
     2 silence
     2 court
     2 sloping
     2 brief
     2 sprawled
     2 defenders
     2 tight
     2 overhead
     2 eh
     2 blanket
     2 swarming
     2 sat
     2 epicenter
     2 man-made
     2 savagely
     2 food
     2 bits
     2 operate
     2 raised
     2 broke
     2 shining
     2 space
     2 hollywood
     2 slid
     2 secret
     2 creature's
     2 faded
     2 within
     2 cosmic
     2 myself
     2 pale
     2 shaggy
     2 stupefied
     2 stench
     2 idea
     2 drowning
     2 swinging
     2 solid
     2 influence
     2 called
     2 cried
     2 point
     2 doesn't
     2 briefly
     2 glow
     2 bullet
     2 finally
     2 fell
     2 cursed
     2 ray
     2 either
     2 throughout
     2 leave
     2 mockingly
     2 safety
     2 glinted
     2 simply
     2 rigid
     2 twenty
     2 vancouver
     2 interview
     2 matter
     2 won't
     2 saying
     2 holding
     2 green
     2 wilmington
     2 swooped
     2 narrowed
     2 abruptly
     2 located
     2 pass
     2 doing
     2 scotch
     2 grateful
     2 rather
     2 becoming
     2 natural
     2 volley-ball
     2 hungry
     2 simple
     2 din
     2 silent
     2 ow
     2 quick
     2 possible
     2 cost
     2 reach
     2 tide
     2 states
     2 screamed
     2 beat
     2 ten
     2 soldiers
     2 groups
     2 martial
     2 triangular
     2 shapes
     2 much
     2 upon
     2 strong
     2 fly
     2 next
     2 flying
     2 grew
     2 mist
     2 wake
     2 strangely
     2 cancel
     2 forced
     2 colors
     2 american
     2 periscope
     2 hero
     2 soft
     2 beasts
     2 mad
     2 laid
     2 slippery
     2 tails
     2 none
     2 strange
     2 peacefully
     2 world
     2 early
     2 rough
     2 blonde
     2 presently
     2 battle
     2 stern
     2 best
     2 sweater
     2 boulevard
     2 brows
     2 rolling
     2 field
     2 pane
     2 scientific
     2 angry
     2 spawning
     2 filled
     2 dying
     2 muffled
     2 use
     2 filling
     2 safe
     2 scope
     2 wholly
     2 forget
     2 stubbornly
     2 widened
     2 studied
     2 faced
     2 south
     2 front
     2 utterly
     2 towns
     2 line
     2 stunned
     2 earth
     2 does
     2 oval
     2 young
     2 margin
     2 red
     2 anyway
     2 streams
     2 lady
     2 painted
     2 droned
     2 rising
     2 steel
     2 pressed
     2 dog
     2 fairly
     2 barricades
     2 isolated
     2 map
     2 dull
     2 california
     2 case
     2 surface
     2 crack
     2 strode
     2 ringing
     2 extra
     2 crawled
     2 please
     2 surge
     2 added
     2 home
     2 lazy
     2 snout
     2 clenched
     2 breeze
     2 navy
     2 abnormal
     2 army
     2 trampled
     2 attention
     2 finished
     2 shots
     2 conscious
     2 happen
     2 huddled
     2 grim
     2 deeps
     2 hey
     2 cries
     2 cars
     2 sent
     2 spot
     2 official
     2 women
     2 day
     2 cords
     2 always
     2 froth
     2 crash
     2 painful
     2 swordfish
     2 store
     2 tiny
     2 guy
     2 worm
     2 sword
     2 useless
     2 shall
     2 change
     2 struggling
     2 sort
     2 hangover
     2 cave
     2 stroke
     2 floor
     2 noticed
     2 quiet
     2 club
     2 seem
     2 clung
     2 town
     2 name
     2 touching
     2 pair
     2 picture
     1 clang
     1 declared
     1 motionless
     1 crest
     1 siege
     1 advise
     1 hopeful
     1 death
     1 promenade
     1 ot
     1 finality
     1 ran
     1 ashamed
     1 striking
     1 powder
     1 hairs
     1 deafening
     1 los
     1 handling
     1 y
     1 stirring
     1 em
     1 knowledge
     1 danger
     1 dripped
     1 square
     1 arms
     1 dragons
     1 deal
     1 whistling
     1 logic
     1 ballast
     1 seconds
     1 leader
     1 helmeted
     1 bats
     1 dragged
     1 flashing
     1 dangers
     1 shelves
     1 relief
     1 twisted
     1 censorship
     1 third
     1 skirling
     1 mortality
     1 govern
     1 throttled
     1 propellers
     1 character
     1 sun-seared
     1 bleeding
     1 boomed
     1 half-seen
     1 speeded
     1 knife
     1 dimly
     1 symphony
     1 cotton
     1 attend
     1 individual
     1 blast
     1 wine
     1 pulsing
     1 reared
     1 melted
     1 jobs
     1 shoot
     1 advance
     1 cliff
     1 popping
     1 action
     1 sighted
     1 x-rays
     1 succeed
     1 tangle
     1 series
     1 nervous
     1 splashed
     1 picked
     1 rattle
     1 gilberts
     1 whip-like
     1 mentioning
     1 traps
     1 inventive
     1 passed
     1 tigerish
     1 bug
     1 harder
     1 inches
     1 chips
     1 officers
     1 jaws
     1 yachts
     1 brother
     1 prosperous
     1 angle
     1 coil
     1 throats
     1 sparkles
     1 purely
     1 pilot
     1 vicinity
     1 squadron
     1 tense
     1 resistance
     1 sorry
     1 definitely
     1 chatter
     1 eggs
     1 shadows
     1 agency
     1 pretty
     1 needn't
     1 vitriol
     1 uncovered
     1 civilian
     1 stubborn
     1 warmly
     1 out'
     1 drawing
     1 lengthened
     1 incredibly
     1 special
     1 money
     1 choking
     1 palms
     1 hoped
     1 unsettled
     1 welcome
     1 sinew
     1 meets
     1 discourteous
     1 island
     1 parked
     1 rang
     1 mountains
     1 snarl
     1 sounds
     1 silently
     1 neither
     1 part
     1 gentleness
     1 aftersuck
     1 calmly
     1 recorded
     1 ached
     1 armed
     1 tarmac
     1 whipped
     1 defense
     1 shrewd
     1 plenty
     1 hitter
     1 hie
     1 sorrows
     1 science
     1 merely
     1 crowd
     1 palm
     1 leaving
     1 mob
     1 discourage
     1 chaps
     1 glass
     1 playing
     1 narrowing
     1 aspect
     1 garage
     1 rapidly
     1 terrific
     1 intense
     1 sibilant
     1 resistlessly
     1 break
     1 lowering
     1 low-flying
     1 worried
     1 numbly
     1 shattered
     1 psychological
     1 pulses
     1 muttered
     1 target
     1 view
     1 hung
     1 moment's
     1 ripple
     1 stabbed
     1 organ
     1 probing
     1 puny
     1 blared
     1 yacht
     1 fainted
     1 holes
     1 progressed
     1 discomfort
     1 possibilities
     1 devils
     1 scenes
     1 whip
     1 flooding
     1 leaned
     1 hospital
     1 emergency
     1 constructed
     1 walls
     1 fiendish
     1 hurried
     1 ah
     1 wryly
     1 veins
     1 ominous
     1 brandy
     1 wrecked
     1 therefore
     1 unobstructed
     1 oxygen
     1 cease
     1 smothering
     1 grunt
     1 pressure
     1 loan
     1 carried
     1 makes
     1 categorically
     1 scrape
     1 unhuman
     1 civilians
     1 pay
     1 eyewitness
     1 slammed
     1 ha
     1 papers
     1 flattered
     1 stank
     1 rustic
     1 annihilation
     1 earth-shift
     1 opinions
     1 beating
     1 shipping
     1 paralysis
     1 frost
     1 depend
     1 exciting
     1 stragglers
     1 dangerous
     1 badly
     1 suffocation
     1 scent
     1 falling
     1 corbin's
     1 forth
     1 north
     1 waves
     1 cancelled
     1 convulsive
     1 orderly
     1 son
     1 twice
     1 pray
     1 war-club
     1 quakes
     1 mists
     1 dirt
     1 o
     1 thinning
     1 boiled
     1 careless
     1 coarse
     1 morale
     1 strangled
     1 transforms
     1 minutes
     1 whatsoever
     1 m-g-m
     1 alien
     1 wicked
     1 spontaneous
     1 bell-buoy
     1 thrust
     1 grabbed
     1 eels
     1 lightest
     1 slapped
     1 frenzy
     1 fastened
     1 ice
     1 abominably
     1 swamping
     1 enthusiasm
     1 curls
     1 effect
     1 cowardice
     1 wailed
     1 clapped
     1 learned
     1 facts
     1 sore
     1 grey-blond
     1 figures
     1 lots
     1 shouted
     1 thank
     1 authority
     1 hauled
     1 knife-switch
     1 rivers
     1 western
     1 sapphires
     1 quart
     1 somberly
     1 directly
     1 government
     1 japs
     1 bar
     1 wrenched
     1 swords
     1 eldritch
     1 guesses
     1 mammals
     1 curled
     1 hooted
     1 findings
     1 heaved
     1 fewer
     1 center
     1 arrange
     1 countless
     1 threw
     1 remarked
     1 important
     1 wondered
     1 flick
     1 grating
     1 unawares
     1 notable
     1 supplements
     1 flatly
     1 hilltop
     1 cases
     1 speak
     1 temporary
     1 futility
     1 stirred
     1 marry
     1 would't
     1 suits
     1 he'll
     1 gasping
     1 colder
     1 post
     1 easily
     1 comes
     1 bathing
     1 miami
     1 journals
     1 wished
     1 staggering
     1 arranged
     1 ships
     1 weary
     1 showing
     1 sweat-drenched
     1 staff
     1 vastout
     1 monotonous
     1 clean
     1 upward
     1 brush-choked
     1 buy
     1 loomed
     1 nowhere
     1 terrible
     1 care
     1 beginning
     1 floundered
     1 flimsy
     1 plucking
     1 proper
     1 mouth
     1 eves
     1 slight
     1 artillery
     1 silver
     1 slip
     1 hot-dog
     1 sunlit
     1 sea-blue
     1 hotter
     1 mightn't
     1 grin
     1 lived
     1 shuffled
     1 oil
     1 hulk
     1 civilization
     1 newsboys
     1 smothered
     1 faltered
     1 large
     1 built
     1 initial
     1 central
     1 burned
     1 glib
     1 cursing
     1 aware
     1 yell
     1 glittering
     1 fall
     1 shrouding
     1 wheeling
     1 wing-spread
     1 sprung
     1 surged
     1 devil's
     1 hearing
     1 inaccurate
     1 brutal
     1 succeeded
     1 fleets
     1 stanchion
     1 folding
     1 drawn
     1 extinct
     1 marshalls
     1 grow
     1 muscle
     1 net
     1 armored
     1 hody
     1 muscles
     1 crawling
     1 conformation
     1 glimpse
     1 jumped
     1 private
     1 hello
     1 marine
     1 flawless
     1 steer
     1 tore
     1 nice
     1 hawaiian
     1 weren't
     1 became
     1 refugees
     1 traffic
     1 stars
     1 indeed
     1 upthrust
     1 disturbing
     1 trampling
     1 dearest
     1 knuckles
     1 bases
     1 toes
     1 raw
     1 conjectures
     1 leafing
     1 flowed
     1 summer
     1 sob
     1 laden
     1 asleep
     1 same
     1 disappointment
     1 named
     1 explanation
     1 occupied
     1 crawl
     1 you've
     1 given
     1 chat
     1 radioactivity
     1 expert
     1 aught
     1 billions
     1 surf
     1 dreamers
     1 breathe
     1 haggard
     1 othing
     1 tackle
     1 restless
     1 gay
     1 seared
     1 children
     1 diaphragm
     1 hysteria
     1 comb
     1 bent
     1 boulevards
     1 crackling
     1 deserts
     1 gauge
     1 temper
     1 toe
     1 led
     1 tearing
     1 points
     1 declaring
     1 flushed
     1 trip
     1 walking
     1 smaller
     1 done
     1 newspapers
     1 sallow
     1 shore
     1 wince
     1 throwing
     1 press
     1 toneless
     1 responsible
     1 leaping
     1 tech
     1 finance
     1 clouded
     1 overburdened
     1 sign
     1 base
     1 messages
     1 aren't
     1 confessed
     1 pallor
     1 dime
     1 knotted
     1 projection
     1 brushed
     1 twenty-foot
     1 roughly
     1 crowded
     1 fouled
     1 seismologists
     1 wail
     1 hard-eyed
     1 pull
     1 clumsy
     1 locked
     1 click
     1 game
     1 creased
     1 diana-esque
     1 nearly
     1 scopes
     1 cradle
     1 irrationally
     1 screams
     1 developed
     1 trophies
     1 tempo
     1 surrounded
     1 rubble
     1 super-evolutionary
     1 indefinitely
     1 sunday
     1 aleutians
     1 jap
     1 charted
     1 knob
     1 peace
     1 night
     1 drove
     1 capitulated
     1 ate
     1 clammy
     1 walked
     1 propagandists
     1 bitter
     1 flowing
     1 interviewed
     1 size
     1 beginnings
     1 imaginative
     1 side
     1 street
     1 balance
     1 unlike
     1 war-weapon
     1 resultant
     1 catastrophe
     1 corded
     1 mammalian
     1 glasses
     1 stomach
     1 crossed
     1 phew
     1 reproduction
     1 avoided
     1 phenomena
     1 cannot
     1 blazed
     1 answers
     1 exploration
     1 tokyo
     1 married
     1 sluggish
     1 threshold
     1 numb
     1 bay
     1 steadily
     1 wild
     1 curves
     1 screws
     1 arc
     1 interesting
     1 surrender
     1 farther
     1 giving
     1 yah
     1 risking
     1 really
     1 shark-like
     1 banshees
     1 twenty-four
     1 drunk
     1 curiously
     1 stone
     1 yours
     1 thigh
     1 mapped
     1 hissed
     1 pillar
     1 perversion
     1 happy
     1 breather
     1 crammed
     1 bel
     1 spectators
     1 country
     1 interviewing
     1 suffocating
     1 expression
     1 fragment
     1 survey
     1 arrived
     1 jilted
     1 rushing
     1 speed
     1 dissected
     1 forgetting
     1 wallowing
     1 excitement
     1 deliberately
     1 universe
     1 ourselves
     1 canted
     1 boy
     1 planning
     1 spray
     1 blur
     1 communique
     1 smear
     1 stuff
     1 beverly
     1 downward
     1 levers
     1 smell
     1 electrically
     1 save
     1 severely
     1 monstrous
     1 appear
     1 magnificent
     1 spidery
     1 area
     1 die
     1 ingenious
     1 capable
     1 insulation
     1 boundless
     1 released
     1 grey
     1 shoulder-deep
     1 rolled
     1 bruised
     1 who
     1 broadened
     1 blame
     1 deadly
     1 quick-caught
     1 ou
     1 frisco
     1 causing
     1 contemptuous
     1 woke
     1 talking
     1 basin
     1 murmured
     1 movable
     1 far-
     1 mocking
     1 remaining
     1 misted
     1 distortion
     1 puzzled
     1 efficient-looking
     1 tangling
     1 bloody
     1 stubby
     1 steel-and-concrete
     1 areaway
     1 ancestors
     1 account
     1 swims
     1 unsteady
     1 stiff
     1 wise
     1 clearing
     1 helicopter
     1 shaken
     1 dotting
     1 bjarns-son's
     1 members
     1 moonshine
     1 poured
     1 agony
     1 split
     1 crouched
     1 waistband
     1 soon
     1 roads
     1 remembering
     1 stomachs
     1 pictures
     1 bachelor
     1 effort
     1 cowardly
     1 ankle
     1 chasing
     1 hittle
     1 reientless
     1 piscene
     1 pigeonholed
     1 gleamed
     1 sketched
     1 chest
     1 thoughtfully
     1 stands
     1 instrument
     1 telling
     1 onto
     1 jams
     1 flung
     1 needed
     1 skoal
     1 start
     1 exploring
     1 calls
     1 electric
     1 mirth
     1 tilted
     1 sought
     1 crumpled
     1 outlying
     1 monster
     1 cleft
     1 roof
     1 fetters
     1 waist
     1 first-born
     1 cliff-tops
     1 white-faced
     1 ebony
     1 flight
     1 braced
     1 godhood
     1 plates
     1 brutes
     1 fists
     1 recall
     1 life-cycles
     1 producing
     1 bitterly
     1 paths
     1 making
     1 master
     1 traced
     1 cleared
     1 axis
     1 circumstance
     1 mountain
     1 amalgamated
     1 tremendous
     1 crookedly
     1 chronometer
     1 mo
     1 idol
     1 harness
     1 heroics
     1 duty
     1 orseman
     1 frightened
     1 recognizable
     1 company
     1 leathery
     1 themselves
     1 elapsed
     1 fabric
     1 shouting
     1 growled
     1 halfway
     1 crew
     1 hiding
     1 busy
     1 inside
     1 copter
     1 retched
     1 display
     1 escape
     1 saving
     1 hundred
     1 product
     1 ouside
     1 fragmentary
     1 boys
     1 confined
     1 emitted
     1 necks
     1 spilling
     1 nobody
     1 okay
     1 sit
     1 yon
     1 specially
     1 stub-legged
     1 crazy
     1 frosty
     1 indecision
     1 peered
     1 brighter
     1 sub-machine
     1 flashed
     1 hurry
     1 shallows
     1 hint
     1 ribs
     1 jammed
     1 flights
     1 continental
     1 gouts
     1 trained
     1 wrists
     1 hesitated
     1 impulse
     1 glare
     1 flickering
     1 comparative
     1 crimson
     1 waited
     1 ambulances
     1 aloud
     1 ray's
     1 prevent
     1 golden
     1 assume
     1 contaminate
     1 doggedly
     1 throbbed
     1 especially
     1 standing
     1 realized
     1 advancing
     1 caused
     1 bother
     1 sir
     1 mermaid
     1 slacks
     1 gulls
     1 such
     1 rows
     1 guess
     1 travelling
     1 destroying
     1 bath-houses
     1 patch
     1 sanity
     1 bunk
     1 reason
     1 lashing
     1 labored
     1 malformed
     1 traitors
     1 nerve-rasping
     1 stunning
     1 throbbing
     1 tidal
     1 mahogany
     1 mattered
     1 white-toothed
     1 clover
     1 mentioned
     1 studios
     1 clouds
     1 pointed
     1 scenting
     1 whisper
     1 sub-sea
     1 greasy
     1 trying
     1 lapping
     1 above
     1 chuck
     1 noise
     1 fanning
     1 half-way
     1 horde
     1 slack
     1 cracked
     1 evacuation
     1 activity
     1 outward
     1 birds
     1 worked
     1 specimens
     1 explored
     1 swam
     1 culver
     1 meeting
     1 after-swirl
     1 bombs
     1 fine
     1 waking
     1 yourself
     1 warfare
     1 reproductive
     1 explosives
     1 instinctive
     1 fiction
     1 shout
     1 unkempt
     1 government's
     1 working
     1 metabolism
     1 telephone
     1 claim
     1 tears
     1 old
     1 hilly
     1 tailless
     1 disinterested
     1 unless
     1 spun
     1 unnaturally
     1 kashimo's
     1 happens
     1 mostly
     1 fingers
     1 frozen
     1 accusing
     1 laying
     1 sagging
     1 cramped
     1 contract
     1 prickling
     1 mask
     1 blinked
     1 bundle
     1 ferocious
     1 slope
     1 pack
     1 barred
     1 evolving
     1 swedish
     1 fingertip
     1 wild-eyed
     1 according
     1 fins
     1 bowl
     1 rotten
     1 winding
     1 nerves
     1 hunched
     1 crump
     1 drained
     1 lung
     1 cage
     1 gulfs
     1 marble
     1 radioed
     1 extend
     1 happening
     1 battery
     1 convolution
     1 enormously
     1 model
     1 distances
     1 debris
     1 grimly
     1 unsympathetic
     1 invaded
     1 eerie
     1 bluff
     1 observation
     1 fires
     1 we're
     1 safely
     1 prove
     1 rhythm
     1 sewing
     1 soul-shaking
     1 feelers
     1 motion-picture
     1 sensation
     1 truly
     1 sane
     1 democratic
     1 brutally
     1 mexico
     1 floundering
     1 letting
     1 hack
     1 vine
     1 squawk
     1 sense
     1 brothers
     1 bark
     1 er
     1 disgrace
     1 types
     1 spine
     1 steadied
     1 become
     1 snapped
     1 fit
     1 awake
     1 clutching
     1 several
     1 rest
     1 believing
     1 stops
     1 sliding
     1 feel
     1 passably
     1 whisky
     1 dazzled
     1 tougher
     1 lobby
     1 work
     1 service
     1 horror
     1 leaden
     1 swayed
     1 each
     1 wish
     1 backed
     1 mixed
     1 evolve
     1 weight
     1 pier
     1 strengthened
     1 smile
     1 boat
     1 hidden
     1 assignment
     1 worst
     1 breakfast
     1 carnage
     1 statesmen
     1 knocked
     1 command
     1 firm
     1 warily
     1 warmer
     1 moon
     1 mechanics
     1 dry
     1 smashed
     1 ormal
     1 handle
     1 equipment
     1 deeply
     1 blunt
     1 wards
     1 bomb
     1 rhetorical
     1 precaution
     1 elongated
     1 vision
     1 weariness
     1 invalid
     1 hour
     1 loose
     1 undersea
     1 boss
     1 friends
     1 unwavering
     1 gong
     1 truth
     1 arrested
     1 fail
     1 savage
     1 though
     1 catching
     1 gesture
     1 operating
     1 collar
     1 silk
     1 wolf
     1 centered
     1 angeles
     1 stale
     1 gambler
     1 prig
     1 england
     1 anyhow
     1 normally
     1 admitted
     1 ship's
     1 appeared
     1 unearthly
     1 glad
     1 hatched
     1 unable
     1 amphibian
     1 mike
     1 apparently
     1 loaning
     1 declare
     1 echoed
     1 seeping
     1 stony
     1 mutants
     1 dollars
     1 machinery
     1 level
     1 evolutionary
     1 knees
     1 doubles
     1 orientation
     1 slightly
     1 empty
     1 undertone
     1 longer
     1 cal-tech
     1 woman's
     1 looks
     1 exists
     1 otherwise
     1 bah
     1 further
     1 mounted
     1 sea-born
     1 madmen
     1 rag
     1 machine
     1 familiar
     1 flow
     1 egg
     1 swearing
     1 gravitate
     1 instead
     1 gloved
     1 staring
     1 bigger
     1 sunk
     1 throb
     1 uncaring
     1 sharper
     1 snaky
     1 octopus
     1 volunteers
     1 helmet-filters
     1 stepped
     1 dimming
     1 present
     1 ape
     1 landed
     1 solidly
     1 slitted
     1 tried
     1 mechanisms
     1 lovely
     1 confusion
     1 negligent
     1 stiffened
     1 core
     1 massive
     1 swamps
     1 fired
     1 liar
     1 affair
     1 completely
     1 overtones
     1 paid
     1 world-wide
     1 millions
     1 sleeping
     1 learn
     1 taped
     1 sea-things
     1 sides
     1 devouring
     1 burn
     1 huh
     1 sadly
     1 improvements
     1 hugged
     1 stupid
     1 upset
     1 mopping
     1 live
     1 leap
     1 eavesdrop
     1 destroy
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  872 the
     609 and
     480 i
     357 a
     352 to
     303 of
     290 was
     254 it
     197 in
     192 he
     188 said
     153 that
     135 you
     135 her
     134 on
     122 she
     121 had
     119 me
     100 with
     97 but
     92 there
     91 at
     90 up
     86 his
     85 for
     82 my
     79 out
     77 all
     72 they
     69 were
     67 as
     66 not
     65 him
     63 like
     61 doc
     60 what
     55 then
     55 from
     54 be
     53 we
     51 is
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     1 rushing
     1 jumble
     1 lest
     1 stimulated
     1 relax
     1 uneasy
     1 dame
     1 sow
     1 eating
     1 forgetting
     1 valley
     1 chassis
     1 existence
     1 set's
     1 deliberately
     1 clutter
     1 afford
     1 cosmos
     1 threat
     1 rather
     1 volume
     1 funny-looking
     1 blistered
     1 key
     1 gripping
     1 reckoned
     1 monstrous
     1 usual
     1 die
     1 lodges
     1 stretching
     1 humming
     1 fishing-rod
     1 dawn
     1 hungry
     1 altercation
     1 represented
     1 season
     1 blame
     1 jokes
     1 disjointed
     1 vastness
     1 dream
     1 embroidered
     1 yesterday
     1 shading
     1 popped
     1 orange
     1 murmured
     1 goodwill
     1 activities
     1 flashes
     1 planned
     1 marshy
     1 electricity
     1 mutter
     1 quick
     1 possibility
     1 suspicious
     1 revulsion
     1 jackass
     1 prickle
     1 they'd
     1 j
     1 relation
     1 begun
     1 beyond
     1 poke
     1 shivering
     1 soaked
     1 possible
     1 helicopter
     1 shaken
     1 proud
     1 members
     1 length
     1 dont
     1 moonshine
     1 poured
     1 house-trailer
     1 where's
     1 straight-faced
     1 introduced
     1 guides
     1 withdraw
     1 sneaky-footed
     1 kicked
     1 goes
     1 notice
     1 nerve
     1 sparks
     1 forgotten
     1 dropping
     1 dislike
     1 roads
     1 neatly
     1 dingus
     1 softer
     1 technology
     1 zero
     1 precipitous
     1 following
     1 ignored
     1 wavered
     1 regret
     1 scream
     1 challenged
     1 ends
     1 wave
     1 magnetic
     1 someone
     1 takes
     1 evacuated
     1 telling
     1 entirely
     1 needed
     1 spaces
     1 nose
     1 fountainhead
     1 impatience
     1 start
     1 calls
     1 timbers
     1 jarred
     1 brambles
     1 generally
     1 describe
     1 leaning
     1 daughter
     1 grimy
     1 cloudy
     1 half-bred
     1 technological
     1 beat
     1 pillars
     1 tender
     1 headlong
     1 flicker
     1 handy
     1 disturbed
     1 insides
     1 external
     1 material
     1 mutation
     1 offering
     1 toppling
     1 information
     1 waist
     1 there's
     1 prickles
     1 footing
     1 plagued
     1 shifted
     1 blind
     1 arced
     1 star-boats
     1 advanced
     1 shoulder-blades
     1 silver-red
     1 tremendous
     1 pen
     1 decided
     1 collapsed
     1 cargo
     1 stuck
     1 uniform
     1 slice
     1 washed
     1 intended
     1 spreading
     1 hanging
     1 movies
     1 property
     1 younger
     1 pinecrest
     1 eat
     1 shouting
     1 cat
     1 piano-box
     1 blaze
     1 joining
     1 society
     1 tomorrow
     1 cautious
     1 livingroom
     1 likely
     1 hellishly
     1 settled
     1 who'll
     1 valleys
     1 henry
     1 colors
     1 irresolute
     1 sigh
     1 jaw
     1 posts
     1 course
     1 scooped
     1 wars
     1 slit
     1 perpendicular
     1 ash
     1 courteously
     1 runs
     1 liking
     1 forest
     1 down-driven
     1 wildly
     1 rattlesnake
     1 fill
     1 chap
     1 row
     1 ball
     1 touch-me-not
     1 yeah
     1 frosty
     1 unpleasantly
     1 flashed
     1 early
     1 skirt
     1 meadow
     1 porches
     1 ribs
     1 bony
     1 copper
     1 attached
     1 pleasure
     1 goats
     1 moonlight
     1 tight-beamed
     1 dizzying
     1 raced
     1 calmer
     1 glare
     1 grassy
     1 managed
     1 kindly
     1 derisive
     1 stern
     1 best
     1 aloud
     1 straggled
     1 uncomfortable
     1 eagerly
     1 crashes
     1 aboard
     1 pink
     1 legally
     1 realized
     1 rise
     1 bother
     1 ruined
     1 rejection
     1 rolling
     1 thorny
     1 layman's
     1 wrapper
     1 fairness
     1 edge
     1 destroying
     1 evaluate
     1 dummy
     1 instantly
     1 fleck
     1 audiences
     1 callendar's
     1 earthmen
     1 daddy
     1 reaction
     1 gray-blonde
     1 pages
     1 days
     1 tottered
     1 mud
     1 revelation
     1 muffled
     1 bodily
     1 lodge
     1 small-town
     1 panels
     1 views
     1 mentioned
     1 misunderstood
     1 scanners
     1 false
     1 safe
     1 fitful
     1 oldest
     1 pointed
     1 sureness
     1 belly
     1 whisper
     1 name's
     1 mutual
     1 brain
     1 inanely
     1 kissing
     1 bruise
     1 aerial
     1 perspective
     1 coquetry
     1 obstinate
     1 forget
     1 bastard
     1 snow
     1 embers
     1 modest
     1 grotesquely
     1 undertones
     1 slack
     1 incredible
     1 cracked
     1 activity
     1 presence
     1 sulfurous
     1 reckon
     1 ended
     1 snakes
     1 tub
     1 beard
     1 doubtless
     1 assistant
     1 famous
     1 grovel
     1 fighting
     1 pouring
     1 horse
     1 boosted
     1 tapped
     1 hated
     1 rage
     1 childish
     1 stunned
     1 lonesome
     1 spoiled
     1 oval
     1 families
     1 angled
     1 working
     1 tears
     1 lunge
     1 aunt
     1 two-and-a-half
     1 wrapped
     1 spun
     1 kick
     1 atlas
     1 hours
     1 transport
     1 wavering
     1 upside-down
     1 lightly
     1 plowing
     1 frozen
     1 centers
     1 shaped
     1 refusal
     1 eerily
     1 streams
     1 faint
     1 gullies
     1 sagging
     1 rising
     1 steel
     1 contract
     1 expressing
     1 extended
     1 wiping
     1 who's
     1 biggest
     1 spanish
     1 fairly
     1 crewmen
     1 furtive
     1 capper
     1 blazing
     1 pity
     1 joint
     1 helping
     1 directions
     1 faking
     1 main
     1 grumbling
     1 defiant
     1 saved
     1 arch
     1 marble
     1 sunshine
     1 system
     1 closing
     1 isolated
     1 static
     1 assortment
     1 better'n
     1 grimly
     1 soil
     1 sooner
     1 red-haired
     1 fires
     1 trick
     1 battered
     1 extra
     1 hipped
     1 clump
     1 impact
     1 thoughts
     1 achieved
     1 random
     1 floundering
     1 willingly
     1 letting
     1 twisting
     1 lancing
     1 added
     1 grab
     1 bewildered
     1 tunkhannock's
     1 lazy
     1 physically
     1 shred
     1 motions
     1 fit
     1 stops
     1 shivered
     1 feature
     1 shoving
     1 treat
     1 spouting
     1 bound
     1 tougher
     1 grumble
     1 terror
     1 tipped
     1 landing
     1 miles
     1 accentuated
     1 images
     1 leaden
     1 swayed
     1 wish
     1 void
     1 attention
     1 clanging
     1 sagged
     1 tough
     1 joe
     1 wounds
     1 smile
     1 keys
     1 panic
     1 testing
     1 shots
     1 sprawling
     1 bucketed
     1 wooded
     1 borne
     1 precociously
     1 sounding
     1 fore
     1 wizard
     1 addressing
     1 appalachians
     1 breakfast
     1 reasons
     1 happen
     1 irregular
     1 brighten
     1 stalking
     1 stand-out
     1 sample
     1 clawed
     1 gable
     1 moon
     1 blinking
     1 clever
     1 spofford
     1 storms
     1 warm
     1 rung
     1 miniature
     1 handle
     1 doubtful
     1 coincidence
     1 worming
     1 livid
     1 deeply
     1 musculature
     1 resentful
     1 bearlike
     1 folds
     1 legman
     1 routed
     1 pitch
     1 drift
     1 bone-structure
     1 steam
     1 suit
     1 bomb
     1 wiser
     1 screek
     1 connected
     1 lunatic
     1 foul-tempered
     1 collected
     1 weapons
     1 elongated
     1 cloth
     1 treading
     1 push
     1 cockeyed
     1 sarcasm
     1 periphery
     1 allow
     1 sensuous
     1 mustn't
     1 impressive
     1 night's
     1 shade
     1 vaguely
     1 spot
     1 spread
     1 builds
     1 gadget
     1 steep-tilted
     1 grandmother
     1 lives
     1 truth
     1 shriek
     1 controls
     1 eardrums
     1 catching
     1 gesture
     1 operating
     1 intermittent
     1 atmospheric
     1 radios
     1 paces
     1 centered
     1 public
     1 rustling
     1 pattern
     1 agents
     1 exceeding
     1 half-cocked
     1 reflected
     1 anyhow
     1 able
     1 signal
     1 prosaic
     1 mildly
     1 compact
     1 wooden
     1 dogs
     1 literature
     1 generator
     1 glad
     1 screeking
     1 grinning
     1 crash
     1 spare
     1 mutants
     1 dollars
     1 travel
     1 boned
     1 covered
     1 still-houses
     1 sideways
     1 gotta
     1 shy
     1 squirmed
     1 emphatically
     1 mus'
     1 slightly
     1 empty
     1 louses
     1 stopping
     1 dust
     1 muddy
     1 glitter
     1 swallowed
     1 stark
     1 dumpy
     1 anywhere
     1 firelight
     1 hitch
     1 shall
     1 further
     1 springs
     1 stormcloud
     1 thirty
     1 realize
     1 sizes
     1 diamond-clear
     1 stridently
     1 two-forty-nine
     1 roosted
     1 lemur
     1 sinister
     1 watered
     1 spoil
     1 skinny
     1 headlights
     1 impossible
     1 pigs
     1 surrounding
     1 paint
     1 scattered
     1 sandals
     1 stem
     1 tiresomely
     1 noticed
     1 phrase
     1 gently
     1 prepared
     1 shadowy
     1 compete
     1 stiffened
     1 simplest
     1 appointed
     1 extremely
     1 editor
     1 courteous
     1 pump
     1 gimcracks
     1 songs
     1 homes
     1 genuine
     1 firmly
     1 paid
     1 sleeping
     1 dimmed
     1 sides
     1 physiologically
     1 receivers
     1 shop
     1 leaped
     1 loss
     1 swore
     1 ganged
     1 hugged
     1 remained
     1 dot
     1 prejudice
     1 structure
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  572 the
     339 and
     269 he
     220 to
     213 of
     196 a
     130 they
     119 in
     117 it
     114 was
     106 sherwin
     103 his
     90 you
     89 that
     78 had
     72 her
     66 said
     65 not
     64 them
     63 him
     58 with
     58 i
     56 but
     55 she
     55 were
     54 there
     51 on
     49 out
     48 at
     43 all
     42 what
     42 their
     40 going
     40 could
     39 came
     38 as
     38 be
     37 then
     37 allerton
     35 from
     34 woods
     34 up
     34 into
     32 now
     31 children
     31 for
     29 went
     28 down
     28 are
     26 come
     26 trees
     24 janie
     24 go
     23 see
     23 saw
     23 know
     22 no
     22 away
     22 did
     22 across
     21 men
     21 by
     21 voice
     21 have
     21 lucy
     20 gone
     20 i'm
     20 like
     20 my
     20 do
     19 back
     19 me
     19 afraid
     18 more
     18 toward
     18 sky
     18 got
     18 began
     18 jane
     18 before
     17 right
     17 an
     17 about
     17 get
     17 again
     16 can
     16 child
     16 where
     16 kids
     16 little
     16 just
     16 richard
     16 so
     15 heard
     15 when
     15 through
     15 or
     15 would
     15 house
     14 something
     14 some
     14 sam
     14 still
     14 looked
     14 want
     14 why
     14 took
     14 one
     14 very
     14 wings
     14 head
     14 room
     13 they're
     13 don't
     13 if
     13 turned
     13 face
     13 thought
     13 called
     13 over
     13 is
     13 daddy
     13 told
     13 nothing
     13 home
     12 your
     12 you're
     12 seemed
     12 how
     12 janie's
     12 it's
     12 we
     12 this
     12 look
     12 think
     12 two
     12 around
     11 even
     11 that's
     11 miss
     11 seen
     11 only
     11 make
     11 time
     11 here
     11 small
     11 way
     11 dark
     11 than
     11 after
     11 slowly
     11 light
     11 anything
     10 wait
     10 any
     10 knew
     10 off
     10 own
     10 hands
     10 wind
     10 sat
     10 himself
     10 held
     10 night
     10 too
     10 hugh
     10 dogs
     10 found
     10 school
     9 ran
     9 gave
     9 man
     9 arm
     9 answer
     9 stopped
     9 great
     9 other
     9 ship
     9 well
     9 lightning
     9 open
     9 eyes
     9 hand
     9 been
     8 hear
     8 white
     8 sure
     8 village
     8 spoke
     8 long
     8 thinking
     8 among
     8 i'll
     8 angels
     8 air
     8 meadow
     8 far
     8 things
     8 caught
     8 started
     8 heavy
     8 tell
     7 schoolhouse
     7 thunder
     7 behind
     7 under
     7 creatures
     7 help
     7 harker
     7 heart
     7 let
     7 can't
     7 thing
     7 boy
     7 never
     7 storm
     7 last
     7 made
     7 words
     7 allerton's
     7 between
     7 shook
     7 looking
     7 first
     6 rose
     6 already
     6 fire
     6 running
     6 those
     6 big
     6 hurt
     6 stood
     6 sound
     6 human
     6 call
     6 oh
     6 laughter
     6 close
     6 branches
     6 you've
     6 queer
     6 didn't
     6 cried
     6 who
     6 silent
     6 say
     6 frightened
     6 themselves
     6 parents
     6 road
     6 hard
     6 angry
     6 suddenly
     6 mean
     6 whispered
     6 moment
     6 might
     6 remembered
     6 bright
     6 once
     5 we'll
     5 without
     5 voices
     5 sherwin's
     5 left
     5 tall
     5 somehow
     5 ahead
     5 playing
     5 followed
     5 crying
     5 undergrowth
     5 has
     5 distant
     5 sudden
     5 feet
     5 beside
     5 together
     5 large
     5 will
     5 stars
     5 watched
     5 asked
     5 they've
     5 ground
     5 yes
     5 locked
     5 game
     5 minute
     5 try
     5 us
     5 along
     5 ridge
     5 better
     5 keep
     5 crystal
     5 alone
     5 its
     5 there's
     5 against
     5 what's
     5 another
     5 isn't
     5 presently
     5 fallen
     5 coming
     5 earth
     5 outside
     5 young
     5 laugh
     5 old
     5 car
     5 hey
     5 i'd
     5 felt
     5 rich
     5 sort
     5 door
     4 arms
     4 set
     4 both
     4 tree
     4 beautiful
     4 living
     4 chair
     4 growing
     4 kind
     4 whole
     4 wide
     4 forward
     4 almost
     4 crowd
     4 thrashing
     4 mind
     4 hung
     4 number
     4 shape
     4 cry
     4 desperate
     4 moved
     4 place
     4 land
     4 tornado
     4 answered
     4 waiting
     4 black
     4 talk
     4 clean
     4 every
     4 half
     4 find
     4 we've
     4 rain
     4 same
     4 put
     4 must
     4 bent
     4 clearly
     4 within
     4 believe
     4 drove
     4 closer
     4 it'll
     4 green
     4 chorus
     4 talking
     4 clearing
     4 shaken
     4 chapter
     4 daughter
     4 cloudy
     4 upon
     4 misty
     4 hiding
     4 missing
     4 inside
     4 swamp
     4 haven't
     4 strange
     4 world
     4 waited
     4 yard
     4 clouds
     4 trying
     4 lights
     4 darkness
     4 grass
     4 maybe
     4 several
     4 work
     4 each
     4 full
     4 bird
     4 moon
     4 deep
     4 though
     4 day
     4 ever
     4 crash
     4 nightmare
     4 which
     4 pines
     4 window
     4 clung
     3 show
     3 immediately
     3 met
     3 perfect
     3 whirling
     3 fast
     3 catalogue
     3 barn
     3 understand
     3 past
     3 passed
     3 demanded
     3 shotgun
     3 sher-win's
     3 struck
     3 funny
     3 except
     3 wanted
     3 broken
     3 sharply
     3 vanished
     3 windows
     3 may
     3 carried
     3 beating
     3 motors
     3 glowing
     3 played
     3 apart
     3 minutes
     3 march
     3 bet
     3 grasp
     3 shouted
     3 should
     3 heads
     3 city
     3 glimpsed
     3 wondered
     3 girl
     3 speaking
     3 cold
     3 chill
     3 gathered
     3 fall
     3 wheeling
     3 whether
     3 silence
     3 direction
     3 quite
     3 shining
     3 oddly
     3 suppose
     3 body
     3 she's
     3 perfectly
     3 steps
     3 story
     3 beneath
     3 reached
     3 aren't
     3 suns
     3 these
     3 side
     3 listen
     3 yelled
     3 farther
     3 trouble
     3 people
     3 really
     3 flash
     3 holding
     3 rather
     3 breathless
     3 hope
     3 whispering
     3 beyond
     3 later
     3 our
     3 pictures
     3 unseen
     3 father
     3 punishment
     3 flicker
     3 stop
     3 shapes
     3 much
     3 strong
     3 west
     3 i've
     3 diamond
     3 hesitated
     3 fear
     3 such
     3 guess
     3 fun
     3 crickets
     3 threatened
     3 play
     3 noise
     3 stubbornly
     3 afternoon
     3 utterly
     3 watch
     3 substance
     3 tears
     3 unless
     3 anyway
     3 jane's
     3 nerves
     3 lifted
     3 underbrush
     3 places
     3 trick
     3 run
     3 second
     3 kid
     3 vision
     3 others
     3 yet
     3 glad
     3 tiny
     3 knees
     3 empty
     3 couldn't
     3 daylight
     3 shaking
     3 present
     3 dairy
     3 years
     3 high
     2 taken
     2 farms
     2 gray
     2 motionless
     2 ashamed
     2 striking
     2 final
     2 heavily
     2 teach
     2 wonder
     2 knoll
     2 listened
     2 melted
     2 he's
     2 watching
     2 flame
     2 towers
     2 bed
     2 creek
     2 underneath
     2 grown
     2 burst
     2 boots
     2 loudly
     2 neither
     2 part
     2 truants
     2 sometimes
     2 good
     2 pasture
     2 pipe
     2 boiling
     2 devil
     2 ones
     2 carefully
     2 kinds
     2 somebody
     2 laughing
     2 older
     2 racing
     2 frighten
     2 lower
     2 clap
     2 powerful
     2 sucking
     2 sharp
     2 rapt
     2 give
     2 lie
     2 impatiently
     2 vanish
     2 rocked
     2 heels
     2 having
     2 admit
     2 pain
     2 evil
     2 you'll
     2 twice
     2 wouldn't
     2 phone
     2 rustled
     2 anguish
     2 until
     2 toys
     2 nodded
     2 lay
     2 mighty
     2 fight
     2 race
     2 baffled
     2 doors
     2 fled
     2 everything
     2 center
     2 threw
     2 let's
     2 control
     2 anybody
     2 nowhere
     2 prelude
     2 mouth
     2 girls
     2 getting
     2 distance
     2 aside
     2 frame
     2 violent
     2 built
     2 burned
     2 leaves
     2 yell
     2 water
     2 unfamiliar
     2 glimpse
     2 hooky
     2 warning
     2 weren't
     2 stairs
     2 sweat
     2 exactly
     2 boy's
     2 hold
     2 alarm
     2 raised
     2 space
     2 lawn
     2 kill
     2 brooding
     2 drew
     2 pulled
     2 lost
     2 tearing
     2 because
     2 pale
     2 shoulder
     2 straightened
     2 spite
     2 done
     2 wife
     2 rifle
     2 scared
     2 moving
     2 gloom
     2 child's
     2 solid
     2 verge
     2 doesn't
     2 conviction
     2 fell
     2 fog
     2 walked
     2 utter
     2 adult
     2 enough
     2 shake
     2 times
     2 fought
     2 calm
     2 wild
     2 bolts
     2 matter
     2 won't
     2 danced
     2 evening
     2 building
     2 vast
     2 bearing
     2 expression
     2 blocked
     2 shut
     2 abruptly
     2 smell
     2 today
     2 mingled
     2 wrong
     2 mutter
     2 questions
     2 begun
     2 bodies
     2 poured
     2 turn
     2 farmhouse
     2 forgotten
     2 soon
     2 hatchway
     2 smiled
     2 ankle
     2 gust
     2 nonsense
     2 hissing
     2 telling
     2 onto
     2 new
     2 thud
     2 making
     2 cleared
     2 grew
     2 middle
     2 else
     2 forced
     2 steady
     2 course
     2 marsh
     2 boys
     2 soft
     2 beam
     2 streaming
     2 rough
     2 gaze
     2 stern
     2 maple
     2 anger
     2 standing
     2 realized
     2 rise
     2 scrambled
     2 catch
     2 pages
     2 days
     2 mud
     2 muffled
     2 throbbing
     2 use
     2 seats
     2 powers
     2 lot
     2 pointed
     2 returned
     2 forget
     2 above
     2 freak
     2 bit
     2 presence
     2 sheriff
     2 lightnings
     2 hunted
     2 yourself
     2 need
     2 oval
     2 deeper
     2 faint
     2 cows
     2 rising
     2 dispersed
     2 forms
     2 who's
     2 muted
     2 listening
     2 blazing
     2 morning
     2 angrily
     2 ohio
     2 stand
     2 inner
     2 we're
     2 sewing
     2 harker's
     2 fiery
     2 roar
     2 stared
     2 thick
     2 careful
     2 feel
     2 minds
     2 leaden
     2 weight
     2 excited
     2 panic
     2 truant
     2 foundations
     2 dreadful
     2 cries
     2 horizon
     2 sun
     2 soared
     2 free
     2 hour
     2 sent
     2 sternly
     2 truth
     2 women
     2 taking
     2 normally
     2 darted
     2 appeared
     2 painful
     2 ready
     2 dizziness
     2 covered
     2 nor
     2 remote
     2 unknown
     2 familiar
     2 plunging
     2 realization
     2 staring
     2 ask
     2 take
     2 stepped
     2 floor
     2 noticed
     2 whispers
     2 name
     2 burn
     2 starting
     2 swore
     2 touching
     2 live
     1 far-away
     1 haste
     1 crest
     1 crowding
     1 death
     1 uh-huh
     1 rate
     1 remarking
     1 enveloped
     1 breath
     1 figured
     1 stirring
     1 roared
     1 knowledge
     1 frolic
     1 gleam
     1 whistling
     1 soundless
     1 fainting
     1 yellow
     1 hellish
     1 sight
     1 birth
     1 flashing
     1 they'll
     1 countryside
     1 object
     1 bad
     1 he'd
     1 hot
     1 beams
     1 sulkily
     1 enter
     1 higher
     1 distorted
     1 comets
     1 knife
     1 dimly
     1 doorway
     1 suction
     1 staggered
     1 fringes
     1 blast
     1 hair
     1 pinions
     1 wary
     1 humid
     1 saplings
     1 sighted
     1 bare
     1 lord
     1 stolen
     1 wristwatch
     1 thrown
     1 billy
     1 gate
     1 close-set
     1 nervous
     1 faster
     1 escaped
     1 snorted
     1 refused
     1 hush
     1 splashed
     1 she'll
     1 ridiculous
     1 absolute
     1 dirty
     1 dear
     1 tricks
     1 law
     1 asserting
     1 elders
     1 squeal
     1 harder
     1 inches
     1 move
     1 scornfully
     1 buildings
     1 end
     1 pride
     1 fever
     1 strength
     1 woman
     1 hysterics
     1 squeals
     1 dank
     1 order
     1 sorry
     1 whistled
     1 kid's
     1 circling
     1 shadows
     1 eternal
     1 strongly
     1 comfort
     1 unthinkable
     1 pretty
     1 send
     1 fathers
     1 plainly
     1 carelessly
     1 rubbed
     1 fields
     1 shiver
     1 special
     1 shotguns
     1 crept
     1 splashing
     1 awful
     1 taut
     1 hoped
     1 angels'
     1 sake
     1 lure
     1 sedatives
     1 class
     1 briefest
     1 fury
     1 lolloping
     1 snarl
     1 sounds
     1 ugly
     1 iii
     1 knows
     1 brace
     1 sweep
     1 explosion
     1 crackle
     1 state
     1 arguing
     1 sand
     1 vaster
     1 red-faced
     1 less
     1 criminals
     1 dance
     1 quieted
     1 schoolwork
     1 finding
     1 died
     1 daughter's
     1 sultry
     1 refusing
     1 mr
     1 palm
     1 burning
     1 mumbled
     1 music
     1 climax
     1 chirping
     1 se
     1 intense
     1 shouldering
     1 break
     1 lit
     1 demons
     1 worried
     1 occurred
     1 speechless
     1 reluctantly
     1 quietness
     1 murdered
     1 northwest
     1 entered
     1 stabbed
     1 worse
     1 bolt
     1 devils
     1 cellar
     1 approaching
     1 leaned
     1 meant
     1 plunged
     1 lordly
     1 subdued
     1 being
     1 walls
     1 different
     1 planes
     1 cub
     1 hurried
     1 spires
     1 casual
     1 ominous
     1 surely
     1 remember
     1 wrecked
     1 farmland
     1 smothering
     1 question
     1 straighten
     1 animals
     1 lied
     1 unhuman
     1 crashed
     1 emptiness
     1 caring
     1 low-hung
     1 pay
     1 shackled
     1 blue-white
     1 furious
     1 cut
     1 couched
     1 badly
     1 swift
     1 comfortable
     1 falling
     1 forth
     1 glared
     1 north
     1 many-colored
     1 ward
     1 round
     1 shortly
     1 son
     1 tremble
     1 wistful
     1 harriers
     1 hills
     1 mists
     1 pa
     1 sheared
     1 grunted
     1 bottle
     1 nobody's
     1 pennsylvania
     1 everything's
     1 teasing
     1 careless
     1 pushing
     1 throat
     1 we'd
     1 streaked
     1 thrust
     1 you'd
     1 heading
     1 grabbed
     1 buffeting
     1 growth
     1 chin
     1 overlooking
     1 thrash
     1 treetops
     1 planets
     1 nearby
     1 ivy
     1 stay
     1 perhaps
     1 blindly
     1 startled
     1 learned
     1 debated
     1 shrugged
     1 breast
     1 placed
     1 swiftness
     1 authority
     1 flame-winged
     1 flesh
     1 beauty
     1 note
     1 eye
     1 keeping
     1 certain
     1 bunch
     1 colored
     1 seek
     1 pace
     1 jet
     1 hide
     1 expanse
     1 far-off
     1 build
     1 scramble
     1 word
     1 trunks
     1 flaring
     1 fuming
     1 houses
     1 quaked
     1 swear
     1 peering
     1 behave
     1 combing
     1 imperceptibly
     1 important
     1 calming
     1 shrilly
     1 mine
     1 raggle-taggle
     1 downstairs
     1 turmoil
     1 cooped
     1 itself
     1 yelps
     1 frowning
     1 wood
     1 giddiness
     1 below
     1 speak
     1 blankness
     1 he'll
     1 subtle
     1 ears
     1 whatever
     1 pounded
     1 winter's
     1 ships
     1 language
     1 snake
     1 assured
     1 upward
     1 drive
     1 mistaken
     1 sometime
     1 loomed
     1 terrible
     1 pushed
     1 beginning
     1 floundered
     1 shuddered
     1 slow
     1 rifles
     1 dreamed
     1 affect
     1 faintly
     1 milling
     1 growlings
     1 ago
     1 lean
     1 mass
     1 formed
     1 fronds
     1 purple
     1 toy
     1 licked
     1 shuffled
     1 happened
     1 lawful
     1 anxiously
     1 crystals
     1 slim
     1 marshalled
     1 farm
     1 smothered
     1 reasoning
     1 movement
     1 loathed
     1 trembling
     1 seasons
     1 lead
     1 close-cropped
     1 forgot
     1 nervously
     1 earnestness
     1 channels
     1 shrill
     1 angel
     1 sidelong
     1 devil's
     1 tome
     1 ply
     1 clashed
     1 ducking
     1 promise
     1 sighing
     1 sleepy
     1 tropical
     1 drawn
     1 block
     1 vibrate
     1 brief
     1 cunningly
     1 moist
     1 nights
     1 infected
     1 reluctance
     1 cause
     1 teacher
     1 purple'
     1 inch
     1 galaxy
     1 tight
     1 rifted
     1 became
     1 overhead
     1 stillness
     1 hunting
     1 strangers
     1 thunderhead
     1 outbuildings
     1 worlds
     1 plead
     1 pang
     1 increased
     1 approached
     1 food
     1 incessantly
     1 bits
     1 summer
     1 starry
     1 larger
     1 wisp
     1 sam's
     1 given
     1 good-by
     1 broke
     1 impeded
     1 chattering
     1 wrought
     1 roofs
     1 bolted
     1 secret
     1 adequate
     1 restless
     1 there'll
     1 yelling
     1 swoop
     1 single
     1 children's
     1 veiled
     1 noon
     1 species
     1 tongue
     1 somewhat
     1 shaggy
     1 walking
     1 slap
     1 says
     1 blew
     1 spring
     1 lumbering
     1 doom
     1 uneasiness
     1 drowsily
     1 creeping
     1 true
     1 leaping
     1 ii
     1 afterward
     1 quivered
     1 happily
     1 tumbling
     1 spaniels
     1 wallpaper
     1 merrily
     1 imaginary
     1 wisps
     1 names
     1 lambent
     1 point
     1 trap
     1 briefly
     1 mulish
     1 marshes
     1 dozen
     1 low
     1 dozed
     1 clasped
     1 worrying
     1 while
     1 shutting
     1 finally
     1 spoken
     1 fairyland
     1 stealthy
     1 circled
     1 tossing
     1 successful
     1 secretly
     1 quarreling
     1 joined
     1 hatred
     1 flare
     1 either
     1 drown
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 invisible
     1 imaginative
     1 cloud
     1 pathetic
     1 lines
     1 gold
     1 dreadfully
     1 assent
     1 stormy
     1 carry
     1 edition
     1 whistle
     1 confinement
     1 sunburned
     1 sister
     1 stinking
     1 brought
     1 peaceful
     1 blackness
     1 lap
     1 itching
     1 checked
     1 barrier
     1 perplexed
     1 descended
     1 dropped
     1 airplane
     1 bay
     1 silly
     1 seeing
     1 muck
     1 loaded
     1 rustle
     1 obey
     1 source
     1 sensed
     1 growl
     1 whom
     1 serious
     1 stone
     1 precious
     1 punishments
     1 breeding
     1 fetched
     1 bright-winged
     1 truancy
     1 reflection
     1 burden
     1 missed
     1 swooped
     1 blasted
     1 attendance
     1 considering
     1 bring
     1 laws
     1 overcome
     1 rushing
     1 speed
     1 sobbing
     1 meadows
     1 dully
     1 excitement
     1 huge
     1 coaxing
     1 edges
     1 materialized
     1 approach
     1 threat
     1 funny-looking
     1 earth-caked
     1 save
     1 coherent
     1 arcs
     1 terrified
     1 plastic
     1 deadly
     1 hill
     1 smoking
     1 dream
     1 near
     1 pets
     1 many
     1 murmured
     1 contraction
     1 amiable
     1 flashes
     1 turning
     1 thick-laced
     1 snapping
     1 marshy
     1 sitting
     1 quick
     1 classroom
     1 flashlight
     1 terrifyingly
     1 climb
     1 man's
     1 gulf
     1 swept
     1 wasn't
     1 creating
     1 unsteady
     1 thrumming
     1 truant's
     1 stiff
     1 wise
     1 kept
     1 proud
     1 whirled
     1 tempt
     1 kicked
     1 gathering
     1 shimmer
     1 goes
     1 crouched
     1 group
     1 motion
     1 whooped
     1 oppressive
     1 reach
     1 violence
     1 gleeful
     1 chasing
     1 narrow
     1 ignored
     1 rebellious
     1 scream
     1 day's
     1 ends
     1 outraged
     1 putting
     1 takes
     1 squealed
     1 flung
     1 alright
     1 punished
     1 screamed
     1 start
     1 trembled
     1 cutting
     1 fright
     1 stricken
     1 reject
     1 luring
     1 intent
     1 disturbed
     1 eager
     1 sweet
     1 groups
     1 weeping
     1 most
     1 waist
     1 calf
     1 insistent
     1 topple
     1 horn
     1 quietly
     1 rustlings
     1 sorts
     1 flight
     1 insane
     1 shifted
     1 devilment
     1 uncanny
     1 thoroughly
     1 waits
     1 mother's
     1 hefting
     1 antagonism
     1 bell
     1 flat
     1 fly
     1 pen
     1 ink
     1 crashing
     1 next
     1 sands
     1 gloomily
     1 shoulders
     1 hanging
     1 shimmering
     1 younger
     1 adults
     1 calmed
     1 ragged
     1 function
     1 shouting
     1 mist
     1 halfway
     1 strangely
     1 instructions
     1 reassuring
     1 clothes
     1 recess
     1 tomorrow
     1 busy
     1 peculiar
     1 sighed
     1 positive
     1 unholy
     1 aspirin
     1 stamped
     1 trudging
     1 brave
     1 healthy
     1 slates
     1 irresolute
     1 hundred
     1 jaw
     1 upstairs
     1 glanced
     1 hurting
     1 planted
     1 blurred
     1 gun
     1 nobody
     1 scuffling
     1 besides
     1 clearest
     1 acres
     1 halted
     1 laid
     1 giggling
     1 roused
     1 phoned
     1 mere
     1 fade
     1 peered
     1 weakness
     1 sycamore
     1 smooth
     1 various
     1 moonlight
     1 lion
     1 glare
     1 murmur
     1 toppled
     1 tear-streaked
     1 kindly
     1 golden
     1 breathlessly
     1 tension
     1 streaking
     1 sir
     1 panted
     1 impassable
     1 field
     1 reeds
     1 edge
     1 ancient
     1 high-ceilinged
     1 dubious
     1 instantly
     1 cracking
     1 nine
     1 closed
     1 bridge
     1 choke
     1 showed
     1 filled
     1 earthly
     1 brightness
     1 guys
     1 excitemen
     1 corpse
     1 safe
     1 star
     1 untroubled
     1 belly
     1 whisper
     1 spent
     1 dresses
     1 rift
     1 inanely
     1 grinned
     1 thin
     1 undertones
     1 massed
     1 incredible
     1 giggle
     1 birds
     1 homeplace
     1 cow
     1 naked
     1 faced
     1 swam
     1 south
     1 front
     1 hailed
     1 amount
     1 excuse
     1 triumphant
     1 few
     1 plane
     1 intervals
     1 forcing
     1 river
     1 convicts
     1 cue
     1 trailed
     1 drenched
     1 passion
     1 known
     1 darken
     1 rocketing
     1 line
     1 stocky
     1 neighboring
     1 spoiled
     1 giant
     1 does
     1 torchbeam
     1 families
     1 difficult
     1 forbidden
     1 patted
     1 swiftly
     1 red
     1 hours
     1 whoever
     1 lady
     1 classes
     1 whined
     1 extended
     1 forty
     1 pressed
     1 ominously
     1 howled
     1 paused
     1 slope
     1 babble
     1 furtive
     1 blundered
     1 sour
     1 pity
     1 helping
     1 satisfied
     1 panting
     1 directions
     1 carrying
     1 strayed
     1 vacant
     1 grumbling
     1 defiant
     1 blue
     1 sorrow
     1 excellent
     1 somewhere
     1 refuge
     1 pistols
     1 odd
     1 richard's
     1 scairdycat
     1 oak
     1 unhealthy
     1 greet
     1 sooner
     1 rabbits
     1 eerie
     1 haze
     1 blow
     1 beset
     1 crack
     1 smoked
     1 lighter
     1 animal
     1 touched
     1 yards
     1 games
     1 truly
     1 thoughts
     1 quickened
     1 letting
     1 treasures
     1 please
     1 hack
     1 deepened
     1 opened
     1 signs
     1 pals
     1 sense
     1 damage
     1 hunt
     1 force
     1 motions
     1 eighty-three
     1 fit
     1 rest
     1 stops
     1 record
     1 flashlights
     1 sing
     1 whose
     1 swish
     1 mile
     1 talked
     1 reckoning
     1 terror
     1 lock
     1 horror
     1 feeling
     1 army
     1 wish
     1 swooping
     1 guiltily
     1 prowled
     1 finished
     1 ripping
     1 doubt
     1 session
     1 winged
     1 streaks
     1 retriever
     1 sounding
     1 imagined
     1 bottomland
     1 cover
     1 glassy
     1 storms
     1 evading
     1 warm
     1 overturning
     1 groaned
     1 handle
     1 equipment
     1 dress
     1 doubtful
     1 wonderfully
     1 livid
     1 bringing
     1 till
     1 resentful
     1 pitch
     1 drift
     1 ring
     1 midst
     1 cars
     1 guns
     1 barked
     1 fascinated
     1 believed
     1 glory
     1 loose
     1 mustn't
     1 dim
     1 grows
     1 eternity
     1 spread
     1 friends
     1 whimpering
     1 defenseless
     1 cheerful
     1 willing
     1 catching
     1 reassurance
     1 am
     1 faces
     1 hole
     1 unbearably
     1 unearthly
     1 always
     1 tone
     1 bullets
     1 drooped
     1 methodically
     1 machinery
     1 bull
     1 gate's
     1 trod
     1 gaping
     1 corner
     1 complicated
     1 slightly
     1 longer
     1 sixteen
     1 laboring
     1 stark
     1 promises
     1 rushed
     1 shrilling
     1 anywhere
     1 darkened
     1 realize
     1 step
     1 heaven's
     1 fringe
     1 dread
     1 color
     1 adventures
     1 maples
     1 sunk
     1 strides
     1 sharper
     1 spoil
     1 pictured
     1 pure
     1 hayricks
     1 herd
     1 clear
     1 lessened
     1 impossible
     1 read
     1 iv
     1 relaxed
     1 draw
     1 precautions
     1 tried
     1 gradually
     1 awhile
     1 impish
     1 five
     1 task
     1 confusion
     1 shadowy
     1 lotted
     1 seem
     1 desk
     1 sunset
     1 raise
     1 stifling
     1 bog-holes
     1 homes
     1 short
     1 commenced
     1 foliage
     1 ride
     1 delight
     1 huh
     1 drop
     1 upset
     1 sulky
     1 remained
     1 frowned
     1 scene


2252.


Child Of the Green Light - Leigh Brackett : z non-fiction - concordance - 3.0 


Child Of the Green Light


  397 the
     192 of
     191 and
     165 he
     148 his
     111 to
     110 a
     102 was
     101 son
     99 it
     90 in
     76 you
     66 that
     62 him
     57 with
     53 i
     52 light
     45 eyes
     44 had
     43 aona
     42 what
     40 but
     39 there
     39 were
     38 on
     38 said
     35 at
     33 down
     32 as
     32 mind
     32 then
     31 no
     31 like
     31 face
     31 her
     29 teck
     27 only
     27 one
     26 for
     26 out
     25 ransome
     25 from
     25 they
     25 not
     22 don't
     22 this
     21 through
     21 we
     21 now
     21 head
     20 man
     20 be
     20 son's
     20 is
     19 something
     19 long
     18 back
     18 all
     18 by
     18 could
     18 into
     18 veil
     17 space
     17 do
     17 green
     17 or
     17 universe
     17 ship
     17 sun
     16 still
     16 me
     16 dark
     16 know
     16 their
     16 too
     16 arun
     16 have
     15 if
     15 your
     15 how
     15 turned
     15 thought
     15 little
     15 so
     15 over
     15 though
     14 more
     14 see
     14 us
     14 again
     13 up
     13 body
     13 she
     13 suddenly
     12 wheel
     12 i'm
     12 metal
     12 time
     12 knew
     12 looked
     12 because
     12 cried
     12 thing
     12 across
     11 any
     11 where
     11 lay
     11 it's
     11 here
     11 can't
     11 would
     11 get
     11 want
     11 came
     11 two
     11 them
     10 can
     10 ransome's
     10 strength
     10 will
     10 stars
     10 when
     10 gun
     10 whispered
     10 heat
     10 are
     10 deep
     10 between
     10 years
     9 part
     9 own
     9 greenough
     9 queer
     9 teck's
     9 our
     9 went
     9 other
     9 strange
     9 fear
     9 caught
     9 very
     9 shook
     9 staring
     8 rose
     8 an
     8 come
     8 almost
     8 ships
     8 quite
     8 shining
     8 must
     8 himself
     8 bronzed
     8 strong
     8 slowly
     8 got
     8 nothing
     8 around
     7 hear
     7 even
     7 white
     7 atoms
     7 heard
     7 some
     7 broken
     7 different
     7 until
     7 alien
     7 happened
     7 my
     7 stopped
     7 didn't
     7 laughed
     7 called
     7 saw
     7 crevice
     7 god
     7 way
     7 beyond
     7 look
     7 against
     7 boys
     7 hard
     7 afraid
     7 brain
     7 things
     7 think
     7 blue
     7 suit
     7 felt
     7 couldn't
     7 hand
     7 been
     6 ran
     6 that's
     6 go
     6 age
     6 watching
     6 understand
     6 sullen
     6 forward
     6 did
     6 burning
     6 human
     6 drops
     6 nodded
     6 men
     6 off
     6 itself
     6 dead
     6 i'll
     6 drew
     6 moving
     6 yes
     6 these
     6 cloud
     6 people
     6 who
     6 lips
     6 ropes
     6 great
     6 than
     6 thin
     6 old
     6 darkness
     6 force
     6 grim
     6 yet
     6 change
     6 once
     6 before
     6 destroy
     5 right
     5 he's
     5 away
     5 under
     5 whole
     5 you're
     5 stood
     5 helmet
     5 has
     5 power
     5 speaking
     5 feet
     5 arun's
     5 about
     5 invaders
     5 hands
     5 thinking
     5 water
     5 side
     5 going
     5 matter
     5 abruptly
     5 die
     5 dick
     5 its
     5 stop
     5 there's
     5 much
     5 blurred
     5 another
     5 standing
     5 dying
     5 softly
     5 naked
     5 told
     5 might
     5 others
     5 faces
     5 found
     5 five
     4 crest
     4 gone
     4 breath
     4 arms
     4 behind
     4 late
     4 fire
     4 pulsing
     4 destroyed
     4 beautiful
     4 growing
     4 lying
     4 knows
     4 toward
     4 make
     4 big
     4 followed
     4 being
     4 remember
     4 round
     4 distant
     4 moved
     4 help
     4 answered
     4 oh
     4 energy
     4 every
     4 sky
     4 slow
     4 silver
     4 together
     4 changing
     4 cold
     4 burned
     4 heart
     4 sat
     4 you've
     4 slid
     4 kill
     4 lost
     4 touch
     4 pale
     4 asked
     4 try
     4 enough
     4 corded
     4 pulse
     4 just
     4 changed
     4 most
     4 fixed
     4 inside
     4 steady
     4 hesitated
     4 harm
     4 bit
     4 universes
     4 need
     4 humanity
     4 thoughts
     4 shivered
     4 feel
     4 started
     4 three
     4 shaft
     4 full
     4 clear
     4 take
     4 stepped
     4 thinner
     4 tell
     4 first
     3 fair
     3 dickson's
     3 already
     3 knowledge
     3 both
     3 hair
     3 living
     3 child
     3 phase
     3 left
     3 seen
     3 wrecked
     3 swift
     3 lined
     3 effect
     3 shouted
     3 everything
     3 below
     3 talk
     3 subtle
     3 life
     3 terrible
     3 spoke
     3 arm
     3 whether
     3 indistinct
     3 half
     3 close
     3 we've
     3 martian
     3 hold
     3 raised
     3 tethysman
     3 bent
     3 watched
     3 within
     3 small
     3 fell
     3 won't
     3 danced
     3 yours
     3 dickson
     3 shock
     3 never
     3 smiled
     3 vibration
     3 after
     3 tilted
     3 quietly
     3 means
     3 probably
     3 misty
     3 last
     3 frightened
     3 strangely
     3 what's
     3 sit
     3 well
     3 isn't
     3 air
     3 smooth
     3 presently
     3 waited
     3 far
     3 anger
     3 greenough's
     3 coming
     3 made
     3 began
     3 metabolism
     3 open
     3 mask
     3 grass
     3 moment
     3 system
     3 snapped
     3 martian's
     3 talked
     3 love
     3 feeling
     3 swayed
     3 transition
     3 savage
     3 white-haired
     3 hole
     3 since
     3 quickly
     3 vibratory
     3 which
     3 looking
     3 anything
     2 wait
     2 death
     2 rate
     2 wonder
     2 sight
     2 he'd
     2 plain
     2 foot
     2 ours
     2 staggered
     2 melted
     2 tensed
     2 running
     2 those
     2 canopy
     2 passed
     2 move
     2 biting
     2 solar
     2 without
     2 horribly
     2 shiver
     2 flicked
     2 rubbery
     2 curious
     2 ugly
     2 stayed
     2 sometimes
     2 ones
     2 scraps
     2 shattered
     2 stabbed
     2 wanted
     2 concentrated
     2 meant
     2 plunged
     2 form
     2 walls
     2 planes
     2 surely
     2 question
     2 creatures
     2 also
     2 glowing
     2 wouldn't
     2 throat
     2 aging
     2 stay
     2 sudden
     2 flesh
     2 fight
     2 should
     2 hide
     2 knee
     2 hilltop
     2 stirred
     2 basic
     2 vague
     2 nowhere
     2 study
     2 mouth
     2 ago
     2 mass
     2 purple
     2 resentment
     2 getting
     2 distance
     2 slim
     2 gathered
     2 muscle
     2 find
     2 shadow
     2 sprawled
     2 crawling
     2 sweat
     2 stillness
     2 beaten
     2 tired
     2 thought-voice
     2 same
     2 broke
     2 suppose
     2 single
     2 she's
     2 shoulder
     2 done
     2 scared
     2 reached
     2 tremor
     2 briefly
     2 hurled
     2 while
     2 minute
     2 drove
     2 ray
     2 hatred
     2 closer
     2 balance
     2 lines
     2 instant
     2 along
     2 times
     2 fought
     2 clearer
     2 dropped
     2 rigid
     2 wild
     2 seeing
     2 shapeless
     2 jerkily
     2 tightly
     2 narrowed
     2 rushing
     2 blur
     2 organism
     2 bottom
     2 stuff
     2 downward
     2 hungry
     2 rolled
     2 many
     2 murmured
     2 man's
     2 length
     2 iron
     2 agony
     2 crouched
     2 strongest
     2 stumbled
     2 vital
     2 voice
     2 anyone
     2 beat
     2 space-time
     2 crumpled
     2 mutation
     2 shapes
     2 wall
     2 shifted
     2 blind
     2 conception
     2 collapsed
     2 cheeks
     2 shoulders
     2 grew
     2 fabric
     2 blaze
     2 i've
     2 why
     2 round-faced
     2 cellular
     2 beam
     2 gaze
     2 hers
     2 wrists
     2 nothingness
     2 glare
     2 effigies
     2 tension
     2 rolling
     2 closed
     2 bridge
     2 brightness
     2 star
     2 mean
     2 silvery
     2 trying
     2 above
     2 guard
     2 front
     2 few
     2 hated
     2 line
     2 ankles
     2 substance
     2 red
     2 unless
     2 fingers
     2 luminous
     2 anyway
     2 faint
     2 wreck
     2 blazing
     2 radiation
     2 saved
     2 shifting
     2 lifted
     2 inner
     2 fires
     2 crack
     2 speeds
     2 hadn't
     2 bound
     2 minds
     2 work
     2 hardly
     2 conscious
     2 happen
     2 cover
     2 hulks
     2 darling
     2 weapons
     2 bright
     2 free
     2 born
     2 eternity
     2 something's
     2 eleven
     2 cords
     2 ever
     2 slightly
     2 empty
     2 joy
     2 mankind
     2 nor
     2 color
     2 sort
     2 heavy
     2 driving
     2 tried
     2 impish
     2 nineteen
     2 confusion
     2 vibrating
     2 live
     2 structure
     1 vaards
     1 taken
     1 experts
     1 far-away
     1 show
     1 mind-voice
     1 triumph
     1 hellish
     1 set
     1 leader
     1 susceptible
     1 coexisting
     1 driven
     1 sailor
     1 relief
     1 tumbled
     1 bad
     1 horrible
     1 hot
     1 dimly
     1 doorway
     1 affected
     1 individual
     1 chained
     1 striding
     1 risen
     1 lord
     1 cheek
     1 thrown
     1 sheer
     1 damn
     1 molten
     1 damned
     1 outlines
     1 original
     1 mysterious
     1 writhing
     1 blurring
     1 wandered
     1 trail
     1 black-green
     1 past
     1 hull-section
     1 harder
     1 mouths
     1 end
     1 sending
     1 follow
     1 rapid
     1 tense
     1 resistance
     1 they're
     1 shadows
     1 smoke
     1 burst
     1 wide
     1 demanded
     1 voices
     1 crept
     1 shed
     1 taut
     1 swirled
     1 velvet
     1 sake
     1 cross
     1 red-gold
     1 neither
     1 clambering
     1 ungainly
     1 rim
     1 calmly
     1 sweep
     1 firing
     1 meet
     1 seven
     1 whipped
     1 tremors
     1 dance
     1 virtually
     1 tall
     1 died
     1 everywhere
     1 unshaded
     1 passing
     1 leaving
     1 legends
     1 somehow
     1 glass
     1 suffering
     1 flickered
     1 resisted
     1 intense
     1 bending
     1 destruction
     1 twitching
     1 lower
     1 menacingly
     1 seemed
     1 untouchable
     1 green-faced
     1 evenly
     1 happiness
     1 muttered
     1 hurt
     1 except
     1 tries
     1 powerful
     1 dissolving
     1 worse
     1 fainted
     1 hasn't
     1 worth
     1 sharp
     1 rippling
     1 eyebrows
     1 leaned
     1 straight
     1 give
     1 confirmation
     1 deep-set
     1 impatiently
     1 vanish
     1 may
     1 tickling
     1 holds
     1 veins
     1 bright-eyed
     1 test
     1 lazily
     1 heels
     1 having
     1 carried
     1 makes
     1 sound
     1 tissue
     1 tenuous
     1 ranged
     1 cut
     1 rush
     1 stronger
     1 beating
     1 fierce
     1 packed
     1 spatial
     1 shape
     1 dangerous
     1 continuum
     1 you'll
     1 twice
     1 night-black
     1 housing
     1 sheared
     1 thinning
     1 writhed
     1 anguish
     1 teasing
     1 sufficiently
     1 shallow
     1 minutes
     1 streaked
     1 you'd
     1 thrust
     1 heading
     1 shallow-eyed
     1 searching
     1 sunlight
     1 wrinkles
     1 bet
     1 blindly
     1 backs
     1 wailed
     1 place
     1 idly
     1 tied
     1 placed
     1 god's
     1 thank
     1 slackened
     1 empty-eyed
     1 keeping
     1 race
     1 top
     1 blowing
     1 nerve-channels
     1 heads
     1 impervious
     1 waiting
     1 sweeping
     1 build
     1 helpless
     1 grace
     1 peering
     1 slipped
     1 imperceptibly
     1 bend
     1 helmets
     1 mine
     1 complete
     1 flowers
     1 black
     1 altered
     1 speak
     1 temporary
     1 sad
     1 tethys
     1 call
     1 heartbeat
     1 comes
     1 wished
     1 pounded
     1 weak
     1 weary
     1 release
     1 matched
     1 scrap
     1 drive
     1 tear
     1 whips
     1 orbit
     1 loomed
     1 pushed
     1 care
     1 beginning
     1 beside
     1 faintly
     1 unchanged
     1 lean
     1 opaque
     1 licked
     1 wound
     1 lived
     1 saloon
     1 torches
     1 blinding
     1 urgency
     1 dick's
     1 belt
     1 attempt
     1 creature
     1 built
     1 fire-veils
     1 trembling
     1 generation
     1 aware
     1 bushy
     1 glittering
     1 beings
     1 shackles
     1 cabin
     1 forever
     1 surged
     1 hearing
     1 sprang
     1 navigating
     1 folding
     1 vibrate
     1 passes
     1 outer
     1 scowling
     1 net
     1 let
     1 among
     1 muscles
     1 glimpse
     1 bleached
     1 wind
     1 sun-fire
     1 became
     1 bulbs
     1 overhead
     1 boy's
     1 hunting
     1 disturbing
     1 worlds
     1 six
     1 quality
     1 raw
     1 flowed
     1 pawing
     1 sob
     1 dies
     1 slower
     1 jaw-line
     1 prison
     1 sons
     1 knot
     1 mount
     1 between'
     1 uptilted
     1 separate
     1 put
     1 breathe
     1 furiously
     1 oddly
     1 resists
     1 elker
     1 hallucinations
     1 aflame
     1 faded
     1 pulled
     1 swung
     1 wheel-like
     1 clearly
     1 tearing
     1 points
     1 tongue
     1 cosmic
     1 generate
     1 dreams
     1 says
     1 spite
     1 straightened
     1 spring
     1 idea
     1 inspected
     1 gunnery
     1 used
     1 true
     1 aona's
     1 beneath
     1 quivered
     1 child's
     1 aren't
     1 fragments
     1 knotted
     1 brushed
     1 roughly
     1 forehead
     1 pull
     1 clumsy
     1 glow
     1 fifty
     1 dazed
     1 held
     1 lose
     1 spoken
     1 killed
     1 glassite
     1 cording
     1 night
     1 utter
     1 bitter
     1 vocal
     1 roundness
     1 life-span
     1 draperies
     1 troubles
     1 chance
     1 simply
     1 clamber
     1 hulls
     1 jerked
     1 searing
     1 brought
     1 cannot
     1 starve
     1 blazed
     1 weaving
     1 barrier
     1 bothered
     1 wrecks
     1 calm
     1 strained
     1 ecstasy
     1 pitting
     1 belonged
     1 curves
     1 loathing
     1 fluid
     1 sensed
     1 sufficient
     1 curiously
     1 saying
     1 slackness
     1 holding
     1 vast
     1 torch
     1 realizing
     1 laws
     1 sleep
     1 shut
     1 witnessed
     1 unbelieving
     1 pass
     1 piquancy
     1 liner
     1 forgetting
     1 excitement
     1 doing
     1 deliberately
     1 boy
     1 soaring
     1 hope
     1 boundless
     1 crystal
     1 whispering
     1 weaker
     1 clumsily
     1 deadly
     1 shimmered
     1 silent
     1 causing
     1 tangled
     1 gravity
     1 turning
     1 time-concept
     1 wrong
     1 sitting
     1 pulsed
     1 close-packed
     1 desert-fear
     1 swept
     1 unsteady
     1 shivering
     1 whirled
     1 where's
     1 split
     1 postpone
     1 unthinkably
     1 esht
     1 motion
     1 sparks
     1 stab
     1 forgotten
     1 nebula
     1 narrow
     1 following
     1 wavered
     1 angles
     1 scream
     1 magnetic
     1 protect
     1 someone
     1 instrument
     1 new
     1 flung
     1 needed
     1 start
     1 cutting
     1 trembled
     1 nod
     1 wide-legged
     1 continua
     1 flicker
     1 thought-fingers
     1 eager
     1 sweet
     1 slender
     1 survived
     1 plates
     1 fuse
     1 making
     1 chaotic
     1 hull
     1 shimmering
     1 shouting
     1 else
     1 hiding
     1 busy
     1 peculiar
     1 elastic
     1 unholy
     1 veined
     1 feathery
     1 colors
     1 studying
     1 sigh
     1 course
     1 titan
     1 trickling
     1 thrill
     1 clearest
     1 soft
     1 crazy
     1 evidently
     1 mere
     1 screwed
     1 world
     1 hurry
     1 possibly
     1 lurched
     1 differed
     1 peril
     1 hiccough
     1 swimmer
     1 crimson
     1 dimmer
     1 spiderweb
     1 seventh
     1 dark-iron
     1 tubes
     1 shot
     1 realized
     1 sir
     1 tensely
     1 lake
     1 such
     1 catch
     1 destroying
     1 harmlessly
     1 erect
     1 handsome
     1 physicist
     1 teeth
     1 wrung
     1 angry
     1 filled
     1 stretched
     1 domain
     1 obediently
     1 straggle
     1 powers
     1 aim
     1 altering
     1 safe
     1 planet
     1 supermen
     1 react
     1 consciousness
     1 freak
     1 embers
     1 stumbling
     1 studied
     1 roved
     1 crumple
     1 plane
     1 mercury's
     1 hunted
     1 fighting
     1 smiling
     1 men's
     1 watch
     1 thighs
     1 diluted
     1 hell
     1 merging
     1 hammered
     1 absently
     1 instinctive
     1 spoiled
     1 ceased
     1 process
     1 young
     1 working
     1 although
     1 atomic
     1 mankind's
     1 balancing
     1 negative
     1 shaped
     1 wakens
     1 steel
     1 whimpered
     1 blinked
     1 who's
     1 bundle
     1 paused
     1 satisfied
     1 leak
     1 defiant
     1 angrily
     1 somewhere
     1 opening
     1 subject
     1 happening
     1 odd
     1 distances
     1 risk
     1 calling
     1 framing
     1 eerie
     1 we're
     1 battered
     1 guessed
     1 ringing
     1 touched
     1 untouched
     1 fiery
     1 baffling
     1 stared
     1 beads
     1 dividing
     1 understood
     1 thick
     1 impact
     1 run
     1 deck
     1 surge
     1 spear-points
     1 opened
     1 glistening
     1 bewildered
     1 contracting
     1 demon
     1 chemical
     1 memory
     1 memories
     1 become
     1 took
     1 mouth-movements
     1 several
     1 rest
     1 terror
     1 miles
     1 horror
     1 penetrate
     1 each
     1 comet
     1 backed
     1 outlined
     1 races
     1 mind-sound
     1 ribbons
     1 pulse-beat
     1 forerunner
     1 ratio
     1 deeply
     1 midst
     1 satisfaction
     1 steering-jet
     1 hungrily
     1 changes
     1 loose
     1 grows
     1 orders
     1 friends
     1 feed
     1 flaming
     1 shriek
     1 catching
     1 gesture
     1 chaos
     1 thirty-six
     1 am
     1 radiation's
     1 taking
     1 day
     1 engineer
     1 scientist
     1 able
     1 tighten
     1 accelerating
     1 long'
     1 humorous
     1 gods
     1 surroundings
     1 crash
     1 wither
     1 drooped
     1 methodically
     1 tiny
     1 cessation
     1 sideways
     1 counter-pull
     1 corner
     1 drylands
     1 other's
     1 stopping
     1 dust
     1 longer
     1 hardness
     1 disruption
     1 melting
     1 rushed
     1 shall
     1 realize
     1 lungs
     1 spread-eagled
     1 purple-black
     1 officer
     1 mama
     1 telepath
     1 scattered
     1 bursting
     1 draw
     1 upturned
     1 momentary
     1 phrase
     1 stage
     1 clung
     1 topped
     1 helped
     1 completely
     1 electrical
     1 millions
     1 door
     1 learn
     1 gleaming
     1 flecked
     1 leaped
     1 loudest
     1 high
     1 picture
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  513 the
     303 and
     241 of
     204 a
     185 he
     153 to
     141 his
     137 in
     132 was
     127 falken
     125 it
     115 you
     95 i
     80 that
     72 with
     68 him
     68 said
     68 but
     62 there
     61 at
     57 on
     54 were
     52 sheila
     51 for
     47 then
     45 they
     45 them
     41 we
     41 from
     41 her
     38 hilton
     38 me
     36 avery
     36 eyes
     34 had
     32 could
     31 no
     31 through
     30 like
     30 down
     29 have
     28 as
     28 my
     28 falken's
     28 its
     28 light
     28 sun
     27 your
     27 she
     27 sun-child
     26 be
     25 up
     24 away
     24 face
     24 what
     24 not
     23 into
     22 brain
     22 whispered
     20 little
     20 why
     19 black
     19 voice
     19 is
     19 one
     19 out
     18 all
     18 moore
     18 us
     18 this
     18 know
     18 world
     18 too
     17 can
     17 fire
     17 eric
     17 back
     17 how
     17 looked
     17 went
     16 so
     16 paul
     15 go
     15 only
     15 knew
     15 it's
     15 sheila's
     15 their
     14 if
     14 own
     14 do
     14 see
     14 can't
     14 would
     14 now
     14 think
     14 couldn't
     13 even
     13 mercury
     13 turned
     13 hands
     13 saw
     13 by
     13 way
     13 against
     13 made
     13 caught
     12 time
     12 perhaps
     12 space
     12 because
     12 laughed
     12 earth
     12 stared
     12 are
     12 before
     11 something
     11 don't
     11 more
     11 mind
     11 stood
     11 doors
     11 let
     11 here
     11 people
     11 or
     11 die
     11 never
     11 dark
     11 colors
     11 head
     11 live
     10 i'm
     10 an
     10 living
     10 walls
     10 feet
     10 life
     10 about
     10 hilton's
     10 rock
     10 will
     10 kill
     10 body
     10 watched
     10 miner
     10 unregenerates
     10 green
     10 who
     10 our
     10 again
     10 afraid
     10 suddenly
     10 thin
     10 red
     10 felt
     10 blaster
     9 death
     9 strength
     9 child
     9 laughing
     9 shell
     9 cold
     9 long
     9 still
     9 himself
     9 sleep
     9 god
     9 than
     9 came
     9 look
     9 air
     9 got
     9 began
     9 nothing
     9 across
     8 gone
     8 we'll
     8 where
     8 almost
     8 helmet
     8 kitty
     8 heart
     8 raw
     8 raised
     8 faded
     8 fought
     8 going
     8 wild
     8 won't
     8 far
     8 over
     8 golden
     8 gantry
     8 took
     8 between
     8 shook
     8 tell
     8 humans
     7 white
     7 he'd
     7 right
     7 shadows
     7 did
     7 some
     7 sharp
     7 off
     7 ships
     7 built
     7 wheeling
     7 i'll
     7 you've
     7 didn't
     7 lost
     7 cried
     7 suns
     7 thing
     7 vast
     7 beyond
     7 great
     7 after
     7 blaze
     7 escape
     7 other
     7 another
     7 planet
     7 we're
     7 force
     7 trees
     7 very
     7 deep
     7 dim
     7 am
     7 staring
     7 take
     7 read
     7 around
     6 behind
     6 avery's
     6 sheer
     6 gave
     6 without
     6 died
     6 wires
     6 vault
     6 human
     6 until
     6 sudden
     6 fight
     6 men
     6 energy
     6 terrible
     6 close
     6 thought
     6 queer
     6 floating
     6 get
     6 falcon
     6 want
     6 silent
     6 just
     6 stop
     6 mad
     6 well
     6 fear
     6 floated
     6 lights
     6 fingers
     6 open
     6 heat
     6 opened
     6 others
     6 yet
     6 since
     6 tiny
     6 hand
     6 torn
     6 first
     5 rose
     5 web
     5 rainbow
     5 scarlet
     5 flame
     5 under
     5 hiltonist
     5 struck
     5 seemed
     5 may
     5 hall
     5 remember
     5 gypsy
     5 you'll
     5 has
     5 throat
     5 wicked
     5 distant
     5 help
     5 unregenerate
     5 ebon
     5 should
     5 power
     5 helmets
     5 sky
     5 arm
     5 together
     5 castle
     5 burned
     5 overhead
     5 tired
     5 asked
     5 when
     5 try
     5 bitter
     5 amusement
     5 instant
     5 keep
     5 hungry
     5 quick
     5 smiled
     5 new
     5 beat
     5 wall
     5 strong
     5 last
     5 shoulders
     5 ship
     5 isn't
     5 strange
     5 hard
     5 closed
     5 showed
     5 bunk
     5 play
     5 naked
     5 old
     5 darkness
     5 blue
     5 stand
     5 rope
     5 hadn't
     5 thoughts
     5 three
     5 glassy
     5 controls
     5 savage
     5 shall
     5 change
     5 which
     5 once
     4 panel
     4 set
     4 they'll
     4 plain
     4 those
     4 solar
     4 burst
     4 wide
     4 lying
     4 bargain
     4 part
     4 shocked
     4 toward
     4 somehow
     4 ahead
     4 hiltonists
     4 powerful
     4 stabbed
     4 loved
     4 sharply
     4 creatures
     4 peaks
     4 pain
     4 amber
     4 wouldn't
     4 planets
     4 land
     4 thank
     4 colossus
     4 sad
     4 weak
     4 oh
     4 upward
     4 creature
     4 whether
     4 silence
     4 quite
     4 sweat
     4 stopped
     4 worlds
     4 must
     4 single
     4 done
     4 true
     4 yes
     4 small
     4 game
     4 held
     4 sun-child's
     4 dropped
     4 depths
     4 better
     4 flash
     4 flames
     4 psycho-search
     4 hope
     4 lips
     4 mocking
     4 crouched
     4 father
     4 cleft
     4 there's
     4 grew
     4 presently
     4 slowly
     4 coiled
     4 above
     4 things
     4 young
     4 pick
     4 soil
     4 fires
     4 sense
     4 might
     4 feel
     4 love
     4 terror
     4 two
     4 hidden
     4 remembered
     4 though
     4 ever
     4 empty
     4 nor
     4 found
     4 floor
     4 lovely
     4 been
     4 anything
     4 leaped
     4 years
     3 taken
     3 wait
     3 ran
     3 buds
     3 brilliant
     3 hot
     3 staggered
     3 hair
     3 watching
     3 fast
     3 picked
     3 move
     3 end
     3 ports
     3 they're
     3 whole
     3 you're
     3 taut
     3 thousands
     3 screen
     3 come
     3 make
     3 burning
     3 glass
     3 happiness
     3 broken
     3 give
     3 cut
     3 falling
     3 waves
     3 son
     3 writhed
     3 desperate
     3 alien
     3 lay
     3 beauty
     3 build
     3 girl
     3 control
     3 talk
     3 rippled
     3 orbit
     3 beside
     3 faintly
     3 vac
     3 ago
     3 lean
     3 mass
     3 crude
     3 dead
     3 toy
     3 starving
     3 blinding
     3 water
     3 spaceguard
     3 outer
     3 find
     3 drowned
     3 muscles
     3 hunters
     3 stars
     3 gasped
     3 same
     3 branches
     3 glints
     3 fuel
     3 myself
     3 ground
     3 riders
     3 dazed
     3 minute
     3 lose
     3 peace
     3 drove
     3 either
     3 enough
     3 gold
     3 chance
     3 brought
     3 cannot
     3 rigid
     3 trust
     3 happy
     3 rushing
     3 speed
     3 abruptly
     3 mental
     3 save
     3 alone
     3 wasn't
     3 proud
     3 iron
     3 agony
     3 radio
     3 roof
     3 much
     3 flat
     3 losangles
     3 hull
     3 course
     3 starved
     3 blurred
     3 crimson
     3 psycho-adjuster
     3 edge
     3 nine
     3 dying
     3 softly
     3 hunted
     3 watch
     3 yourself
     3 shout
     3 stunned
     3 need
     3 laugh
     3 hours
     3 negative
     3 breathed
     3 opening
     3 moment
     3 endlessly
     3 trick
     3 touched
     3 hiltonism
     3 steadied
     3 snapped
     3 rest
     3 shivered
     3 guards
     3 minds
     3 scarred
     3 landing
     3 mauves
     3 each
     3 ring
     3 free
     3 glory
     3 born
     3 using
     3 chuckle
     3 always
     3 ready
     3 spare
     3 vac-suit
     3 thirty
     3 color
     3 sort
     3 gripped
     3 silkily
     3 tried
     3 core
     3 clung
     3 electrical
     3 sides
     2 fair
     2 breath
     2 already
     2 arms
     2 yellow
     2 atoms
     2 that's
     2 driven
     2 wet
     2 twisted
     2 ashes
     2 splintered
     2 incidentally
     2 higher
     2 landscape
     2 plan
     2 titanic
     2 rockets
     2 reared
     2 he's
     2 harsh
     2 trapped
     2 thrown
     2 instinct
     2 tangle
     2 faster
     2 sun's
     2 pit
     2 writhing
     2 rotting
     2 metal
     2 past
     2 passed
     2 jaws
     2 shaded
     2 sorry
     2 smoke
     2 fissure
     2 boots
     2 special
     2 forward
     2 swirled
     2 madness
     2 sake
     2 any
     2 meteor
     2 rocky
     2 ugly
     2 neither
     2 seen
     2 gentleness
     2 craven
     2 good
     2 vulcan
     2 heard
     2 notes
     2 pitiful
     2 souls
     2 smoldering
     2 exhausted
     2 rapidly
     2 break
     2 funny
     2 except
     2 choice
     2 halls
     2 sank
     2 straight
     2 vanished
     2 vanish
     2 oxygen
     2 carried
     2 exhaustion
     2 rush
     2 fierce
     2 dangerous
     2 swift
     2 round
     2 tremble
     2 spark
     2 hills
     2 cry
     2 glorious
     2 swirl
     2 toys
     2 thrust
     2 feral
     2 harshly
     2 mocked
     2 kit
     2 moved
     2 stay
     2 place
     2 startled
     2 malicious
     2 dancing
     2 god's
     2 slackened
     2 despair
     2 eons
     2 contact
     2 wonderful
     2 helpless
     2 center
     2 slipped
     2 snarling
     2 mine
     2 itself
     2 below
     2 speak
     2 every
     2 fist
     2 care
     2 cattle
     2 explain
     2 spoke
     2 slow
     2 futile
     2 survive
     2 chill
     2 licked
     2 lived
     2 answer
     2 distance
     2 bulk
     2 starvation
     2 tortured
     2 lead
     2 sprang
     2 straining
     2 grow
     2 shadow
     2 among
     2 tore
     2 galaxy
     2 eh
     2 beaten
     2 blood
     2 placid
     2 hold
     2 named
     2 broke
     2 put
     2 won
     2 slid
     2 attack
     2 drew
     2 swung
     2 clearly
     2 led
     2 youth
     2 stench
     2 idea
     2 broad
     2 story
     2 sparkle
     2 moving
     2 weaken
     2 doesn't
     2 visible
     2 locked
     2 spoken
     2 fell
     2 these
     2 night
     2 utter
     2 snarled
     2 side
     2 cloud
     2 simply
     2 she'd
     2 greatness
     2 listen
     2 shake
     2 repair
     2 soul
     2 pluto
     2 terrifying
     2 jerkily
     2 matter
     2 trouble
     2 return
     2 stone
     2 flared
     2 bring
     2 drifted
     2 motes
     2 creation
     2 doing
     2 brittle
     2 shock
     2 batteries
     2 greyed
     2 infinite
     2 smell
     2 monstrous
     2 geometric
     2 likeness
     2 crystal
     2 worn
     2 dream
     2 talking
     2 wrong
     2 pulsed
     2 puzzled
     2 swept
     2 say
     2 shivering
     2 stab
     2 forgotten
     2 strongholds
     2 dropping
     2 soon
     2 scream
     2 vital
     2 stricken
     2 most
     2 hundreds
     2 shapes
     2 quietly
     2 shifted
     2 plates
     2 cavern
     2 traced
     2 chronometer
     2 devise
     2 washed
     2 ragged
     2 barren
     2 constant
     2 avenues
     2 else
     2 hiding
     2 forced
     2 i've
     2 pursuit
     2 hundred
     2 soft
     2 brilliance
     2 hers
     2 impulse
     2 glare
     2 anger
     2 shot
     2 easy
     2 coming
     2 greater
     2 catch
     2 teeth
     2 angry
     2 days
     2 use
     2 safe
     2 forget
     2 worked
     2 lonely
     2 blanking
     2 faced
     2 hell
     2 kissed
     2 outside
     2 tears
     2 hounds
     2 humanity
     2 brassy
     2 unless
     2 created
     2 anyway
     2 frozen
     2 mask
     2 gorged
     2 betrayed
     2 system
     2 closing
     2 shifting
     2 lifted
     2 dull
     2 strode
     2 animal
     2 guessed
     2 awake
     2 recruit
     2 second
     2 command
     2 warm
     2 suit
     2 alpenstock
     2 vision
     2 guns
     2 bright
     2 raw-gold
     2 gravitational
     2 amazement
     2 flaming
     2 silk
     2 imagination
     2 tone
     2 painful
     2 pools
     2 struggle
     2 concentrate
     2 nightmare
     2 shouldn't
     2 ask
     2 throb
     2 clear
     2 impossible
     2 cave
     2 heavy
     2 amuse
     2 temples
     2 scowled
     2 babies
     2 name
     2 momentarily
     2 emotions
     2 destroy
     1 sculptured
     1 inventor
     1 synthetic
     1 ruler
     1 cool
     1 belching
     1 miserable
     1 ashamed
     1 sweating
     1 unregeneracy
     1 mind-voice
     1 wash
     1 rocks
     1 supply
     1 immortal
     1 knowledge
     1 danger
     1 square
     1 deal
     1 shakily
     1 soundless
     1 compelled
     1 dipped
     1 gambling
     1 hellish
     1 met
     1 detached
     1 neuroses
     1 brow
     1 sight
     1 dragged
     1 perfect
     1 both
     1 jeered
     1 relief
     1 burrows
     1 tree
     1 dodge
     1 soldered
     1 bleeding
     1 cure
     1 musky
     1 helplessly
     1 boomed
     1 comets
     1 waif
     1 sheet
     1 criminal
     1 refugee
     1 fix
     1 sick
     1 four
     1 fire-thing
     1 dreamy
     1 gunners
     1 stabbing
     1 luck
     1 shafts
     1 risen
     1 pulsing
     1 hurtling
     1 glint
     1 chances
     1 clawing
     1 leading
     1 temple
     1 atmosphere
     1 lord
     1 surprised
     1 wanting
     1 curdled
     1 supreme
     1 shelter
     1 understanding
     1 aluminum
     1 clutched
     1 bristled
     1 damned
     1 wedding
     1 non-lesional
     1 escaped
     1 aching
     1 destroyed
     1 curving
     1 months
     1 law
     1 understand
     1 sun-born
     1 mouths
     1 accepted
     1 coil
     1 splendid
     1 pride
     1 independence
     1 glaring
     1 strike
     1 follow
     1 endless
     1 sticky
     1 pilot's
     1 resistance
     1 unreal
     1 chair
     1 thought-force
     1 parent
     1 fed
     1 coiling
     1 opposed
     1 wondering
     1 conversion
     1 flamed
     1 sure
     1 morally
     1 intelligence
     1 uncowed
     1 yielding
     1 bone
     1 tenderly
     1 demanded
     1 lashed
     1 throatily
     1 loudly
     1 crept
     1 audience
     1 awful
     1 nitrogen
     1 eight
     1 hoped
     1 compared
     1 memory-pattern
     1 curious
     1 carbon
     1 cleanly
     1 red-gold
     1 fury
     1 activate
     1 mountains
     1 particle
     1 forming
     1 wheeled
     1 weights
     1 imperfectly
     1 left
     1 lifeless
     1 hydrogen
     1 knows
     1 stayed
     1 slavery
     1 begged
     1 swollen
     1 grazed
     1 confused
     1 ached
     1 unnoticed
     1 explosion
     1 whipped
     1 camps
     1 state
     1 least
     1 less
     1 feeble
     1 instruments
     1 loosening
     1 slept
     1 rat
     1 mumbled
     1 legends
     1 respect
     1 habit
     1 suffering
     1 brain-waves
     1 suffused
     1 flickered
     1 desperation
     1 sardonically
     1 barely
     1 hallooing
     1 shift
     1 fanged
     1 parentage
     1 destruction
     1 foam
     1 diffused
     1 quenched
     1 muttered
     1 chemicals
     1 tries
     1 sickened
     1 hung
     1 herding
     1 ripple
     1 probing
     1 wanted
     1 frosted
     1 puny
     1 cured
     1 curve
     1 holes
     1 warmth
     1 alleys
     1 rippling
     1 followed
     1 jog
     1 directed
     1 eludes
     1 plunged
     1 emergency
     1 form
     1 disloyalty
     1 man
     1 impatiently
     1 windows
     1 different
     1 spires
     1 veins
     1 walk
     1 pigmentation
     1 surely
     1 inhabited
     1 reds
     1 event
     1 question
     1 spaceship
     1 lied
     1 stranger
     1 thunderheads
     1 opals
     1 shackled
     1 mating
     1 blue-white
     1 slammed
     1 activated
     1 stronger
     1 beating
     1 gentle
     1 spatial
     1 febrile
     1 shape
     1 chuckled
     1 played
     1 insulated
     1 thinly
     1 praise
     1 dirt
     1 pincer
     1 sealed
     1 infinitely
     1 we'd
     1 you'd
     1 grabbed
     1 ice
     1 growth
     1 hunger
     1 established
     1 sunlight
     1 sensing
     1 curls
     1 nodded
     1 range
     1 blasters
     1 transmission
     1 backs
     1 primary
     1 winning
     1 drifting
     1 learned
     1 tied
     1 ounce
     1 shrugged
     1 guts
     1 stupor
     1 shouted
     1 shamed
     1 colossal
     1 race
     1 searingly
     1 steel-shod
     1 pleasures
     1 uncoiled
     1 barrel
     1 directly
     1 york
     1 taught
     1 boot
     1 hide
     1 waiting
     1 stare
     1 flaring
     1 freezing
     1 fled
     1 straggling
     1 swear
     1 froze
     1 physical
     1 threw
     1 energy-impulses
     1 interplay
     1 owing
     1 wondered
     1 speaking
     1 let's
     1 factor
     1 complete
     1 peacock
     1 hate
     1 create
     1 temporary
     1 stirred
     1 rebuild
     1 fights
     1 suits
     1 grids
     1 radiations
     1 grey-shot
     1 post
     1 subtle
     1 opposite
     1 whatever
     1 beast
     1 showing
     1 clean
     1 basic
     1 float
     1 loomed
     1 electro-hypnotism
     1 pushed
     1 betray
     1 racked
     1 shuddered
     1 cynical
     1 dreamed
     1 sends
     1 mouth
     1 spongy
     1 blunders
     1 stoop
     1 slip
     1 cellars
     1 over-balanced
     1 steadfastly
     1 stalks
     1 sparkling
     1 regulating
     1 art
     1 clash
     1 shuffled
     1 torches
     1 happened
     1 shame
     1 urgency
     1 oil
     1 painfully
     1 rocket
     1 smothered
     1 revealed
     1 faltered
     1 movement
     1 belt
     1 laughter
     1 legend
     1 transits
     1 whimsies
     1 trembling
     1 radiance
     1 fitted
     1 forgot
     1 spaceshells
     1 thought-circuits
     1 thinking
     1 reel
     1 unfamiliar
     1 trusts
     1 hearts
     1 fall
     1 cabin
     1 indicator
     1 forever
     1 surged
     1 devil's
     1 spiriting
     1 remorse
     1 moth-wings
     1 pieces
     1 forty-five-degree
     1 drawn
     1 double
     1 output
     1 net
     1 crawling
     1 hemmed
     1 raging
     1 glories
     1 warning
     1 rain
     1 cause
     1 tight
     1 leashed
     1 stillness
     1 hunting
     1 ten-foot
     1 bowed
     1 breed
     1 impenetrable
     1 companions
     1 sat
     1 weeks
     1 six
     1 approached
     1 impulses
     1 food
     1 intensity
     1 bits
     1 waste
     1 asleep
     1 feverishly
     1 finest
     1 larger
     1 wisp
     1 given
     1 broadcast
     1 observatories
     1 ruddy
     1 parts
     1 wearily
     1 female
     1 walks
     1 unwitting
     1 billions
     1 urgent
     1 squat
     1 globes
     1 deft
     1 glandular
     1 comprehension
     1 veiled
     1 deserts
     1 lanes
     1 rainbow's
     1 glimmers
     1 spangled
     1 limited
     1 alive
     1 within
     1 wants
     1 bleak
     1 dreams
     1 she's
     1 recounting
     1 pale
     1 condenser
     1 prefer
     1 smaller
     1 flaming-eyed
     1 creeping
     1 visor
     1 steps
     1 beneath
     1 reached
     1 believe
     1 desire
     1 quivered
     1 solid
     1 aren't
     1 blanketed
     1 spy
     1 brushed
     1 reflectively
     1 trap
     1 dissatisfaction
     1 pull
     1 hopelessness
     1 briefly
     1 hurled
     1 reading
     1 glow
     1 nearly
     1 low
     1 while
     1 tangible
     1 pierced
     1 suffer
     1 snap
     1 silicon
     1 flare
     1 walked
     1 ventured
     1 airless
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 proton
     1 blank
     1 balance
     1 lines
     1 safety
     1 jangle
     1 harmless
     1 carry
     1 bloodshot
     1 existing
     1 intelligent
     1 hang
     1 crossed
     1 reproduction
     1 along
     1 blackness
     1 folk
     1 blazed
     1 lap
     1 weaving
     1 it'll
     1 barrier
     1 shield
     1 gaining
     1 calm
     1 yelled
     1 strained
     1 ecstasy
     1 twenty
     1 seeing
     1 unwanted
     1 interesting
     1 creates
     1 obey
     1 failed
     1 really
     1 sensed
     1 fish
     1 interplanetary
     1 antenna
     1 serious
     1 steely
     1 precious
     1 yours
     1 dazzle
     1 anymore
     1 building
     1 vegetable
     1 pulse
     1 burden
     1 real
     1 radiated
     1 gape
     1 port
     1 icy
     1 shut
     1 unbelieving
     1 sobbing
     1 dully
     1 trigger-stud
     1 huge
     1 deliberately
     1 universe
     1 boy
     1 caves
     1 chased
     1 edges
     1 bottom
     1 hairy
     1 rather
     1 amused
     1 stuff
     1 giddy
     1 gripping
     1 gas
     1 area
     1 exist
     1 dawn
     1 galactic
     1 rolled
     1 tools
     1 shimmered
     1 failure
     1 tangled
     1 woke
     1 many
     1 murmured
     1 gravity
     1 fiber
     1 rainbows
     1 snapping
     1 wide-eyed
     1 shards
     1 hoarsely
     1 tints
     1 fused
     1 distortion
     1 telepathically
     1 match
     1 riding
     1 climb
     1 switch
     1 man's
     1 spiteful
     1 questions
     1 creating
     1 uncertainty
     1 bodies
     1 wind-carved
     1 grasped
     1 wise
     1 later
     1 kept
     1 drains
     1 tune
     1 length
     1 stupidity
     1 prodded
     1 psycho-change
     1 velocity
     1 motion
     1 payment
     1 kitty's
     1 heroes
     1 canyons
     1 pictures
     1 surprisingly
     1 incredulity
     1 night-dark
     1 effort
     1 narrow
     1 dusky
     1 strongest
     1 wavered
     1 lime
     1 telling
     1 onto
     1 lunatics
     1 needed
     1 curved
     1 communication
     1 tripped
     1 screamed
     1 mercurian
     1 trembled
     1 electric
     1 changed
     1 lacy
     1 mirth
     1 tom
     1 tender
     1 headphones
     1 asteroids
     1 eager
     1 blinded
     1 thousand-foot
     1 arrowing
     1 information
     1 star-flecked
     1 slender
     1 stamp
     1 insistent
     1 flight
     1 insisted
     1 blind
     1 uncanny
     1 tomb
     1 bitterly
     1 cleared
     1 probably
     1 bell
     1 maze
     1 misty
     1 conception
     1 outpost
     1 tremendous
     1 hiltonize
     1 bid
     1 frightened
     1 glimmered
     1 shimmering
     1 middle
     1 cat
     1 mist
     1 wake
     1 busy
     1 thought-patterns
     1 inside
     1 sun-thing
     1 well-known
     1 splinters
     1 sighed
     1 heart-stab
     1 positive
     1 settled
     1 hopes
     1 tractor-beams
     1 brave
     1 amaze
     1 saving
     1 sigh
     1 thinness
     1 supernal
     1 bewildering
     1 gun
     1 nobody
     1 phosphorescent
     1 harp-strings
     1 agape
     1 beasts
     1 haven't
     1 crazy
     1 confuse
     1 fill
     1 laid
     1 muzzle
     1 untested
     1 faith
     1 flecks
     1 tattered
     1 tails
     1 pool
     1 linked
     1 beam
     1 peacefully
     1 weakness
     1 flashed
     1 greatest
     1 traveled
     1 plague
     1 smooth
     1 hid
     1 copper
     1 trained
     1 wrists
     1 lion
     1 raced
     1 hesitated
     1 quivering
     1 seep
     1 dizzily
     1 best
     1 foaming
     1 aloud
     1 drunken
     1 breaking
     1 shrouded
     1 tubes
     1 standing
     1 realized
     1 caused
     1 airlock
     1 scrambled
     1 boast
     1 tingle
     1 foot-long
     1 rolling
     1 such
     1 current
     1 guess
     1 telescopes
     1 destroying
     1 erect
     1 soulless
     1 admiration
     1 grinding
     1 disturbance
     1 mass-detector
     1 filled
     1 reason
     1 lashing
     1 stretched
     1 mud
     1 burned-out
     1 clarity
     1 shooting
     1 shameful
     1 clothing
     1 weighted
     1 clouds
     1 affords
     1 fool
     1 mean
     1 fading
     1 chuck
     1 snow
     1 particles
     1 cruel
     1 choked
     1 birds
     1 presence
     1 check
     1 stretch
     1 suckle
     1 occur
     1 meeting
     1 destiny
     1 jagged
     1 few
     1 mercury's
     1 fingerprints
     1 spider
     1 sea-green
     1 fighting
     1 smiling
     1 waking
     1 men's
     1 utterly
     1 pouring
     1 drenched
     1 passion
     1 hammered
     1 dizzy
     1 rage
     1 grief
     1 blast-ray
     1 pointing
     1 does
     1 skins
     1 working
     1 knowing
     1 metabolism
     1 lighted
     1 undiscovered
     1 inexorably
     1 risked
     1 slab
     1 thundering
     1 spun
     1 mapping
     1 turrets
     1 poignant
     1 enjoying
     1 streams
     1 search-beam
     1 rising
     1 wiping
     1 pressed
     1 lever
     1 paused
     1 slope
     1 pack
     1 war
     1 discs
     1 furtive
     1 blazing
     1 according
     1 speck
     1 emotional
     1 radiation
     1 rotten
     1 morning
     1 nerves
     1 defiant
     1 healed
     1 odd
     1 incandescent
     1 battery
     1 brains
     1 grimly
     1 tendencies
     1 mote
     1 underfoot
     1 places
     1 haze
     1 crack
     1 veil
     1 vitality
     1 maybe
     1 ringing
     1 dioxide
     1 balloons
     1 opalescence
     1 sucks
     1 crawled
     1 opposing
     1 feeds
     1 understood
     1 dampened
     1 run
     1 understands
     1 please
     1 deck
     1 surge
     1 conceived
     1 glistening
     1 dulled
     1 added
     1 bewildered
     1 hammering
     1 acceleration
     1 hoarded
     1 opposition
     1 memories
     1 hunt
     1 history
     1 discovery
     1 careful
     1 swing
     1 sliding
     1 protests
     1 started
     1 talked
     1 virile
     1 dazzled
     1 skill
     1 work
     1 incessant
     1 frothed
     1 ways
     1 hopeless
     1 electron
     1 feeling
     1 sadness
     1 dumb
     1 wish
     1 shaft
     1 weight
     1 rip
     1 tough
     1 magnificence
     1 transmit
     1 proves
     1 searched
     1 loves
     1 doubt
     1 sourly
     1 joyous
     1 speech
     1 directional
     1 hovered
     1 slipping
     1 skin
     1 compound
     1 swelled
     1 half-moon
     1 problem
     1 clever
     1 charging
     1 i'd
     1 feels
     1 dress
     1 dreadful
     1 paced
     1 livid
     1 prismatic
     1 artificial
     1 absorption
     1 hulks
     1 interference
     1 plant-shapes
     1 bottomless
     1 reflect
     1 trickle
     1 weariness
     1 splendor
     1 revolving
     1 believed
     1 rich
     1 sent
     1 president
     1 grows
     1 ledge
     1 spot
     1 tramping
     1 appalled
     1 offset
     1 truth
     1 flinched
     1 urge
     1 orbits
     1 radios
     1 green-eyed
     1 paces
     1 cling
     1 wolf
     1 pattern
     1 taking
     1 day
     1 purred
     1 hummed
     1 unechoing
     1 able
     1 faces
     1 path
     1 hole
     1 signal
     1 reactions
     1 cords
     1 normally
     1 surroundings
     1 appeared
     1 amplify
     1 three-dimensional
     1 froth
     1 criss-crossing
     1 wavelets
     1 crash
     1 vampire
     1 apparently
     1 fatalism
     1 seeping
     1 haven
     1 travel
     1 steeds
     1 covered
     1 unbroken
     1 triple
     1 federation
     1 bow-on
     1 joy
     1 damply
     1 stopping
     1 accelerations
     1 stark
     1 explore
     1 quickly
     1 rushed
     1 telekinesis
     1 malignant
     1 further
     1 realize
     1 sizes
     1 step
     1 infinity
     1 admire
     1 unknown
     1 realization
     1 stretches
     1 shaking
     1 adjust
     1 dread
     1 ground-crawlers
     1 instead
     1 drank
     1 crowned
     1 shelf
     1 audible
     1 yearned
     1 wiry
     1 wings
     1 stepped
     1 preening
     1 insecurity
     1 landed
     1 shrieked
     1 relaxed
     1 flittered
     1 irritably
     1 draw
     1 common
     1 driving
     1 five
     1 task
     1 gently
     1 insanity
     1 fired
     1 speeding
     1 lurch
     1 short
     1 looking
     1 wakened
     1 door
     1 buried
     1 oppressed
     1 flecked
     1 valve
     1 greed
     1 loss
     1 derelict
     1 lazing
     1 leap
     1 high
     1 picture
     1 unveiled
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  635 the
     236 and
     230 of
     201 his
     193 he
     188 a
     163 to
     159 dana
     134 in
     117 was
     105 it
     88 had
     86 that
     84 you
     77 with
     67 him
     66 on
     62 for
     59 loren
     54 men
     53 said
     46 into
     46 but
     45 as
     45 i
     44 out
     40 no
     40 what
     40 from
     36 if
     36 daddy
     34 up
     34 this
     33 dana's
     32 sark
     32 were
     31 man
     31 they
     30 be
     29 eyes
     28 like
     28 ape
     27 is
     27 andrews
     26 an
     26 get
     26 earth
     25 at
     25 have
     25 head
     25 not
     24 there
     23 by
     23 their
     22 venusian
     22 all
     22 faruk
     22 them
     21 down
     21 my
     21 could
     21 one
     20 then
     20 its
     20 went
     20 gun
     19 your
     19 through
     19 venus
     19 so
     19 over
     18 face
     18 would
     18 who
     17 back
     16 go
     16 or
     16 know
     16 now
     15 how
     15 knew
     15 off
     15 body
     15 saw
     15 just
     15 acid
     14 away
     14 under
     14 seven
     14 still
     14 me
     14 against
     14 which
     13 don't
     13 about
     13 loren's
     13 here
     13 do
     13 man's
     13 gibbs
     13 air
     13 too
     13 been
     12 i'm
     12 jordan
     12 where
     12 find
     12 didn't
     12 table
     12 we
     12 ship
     12 needles
     12 caught
     12 scientist
     11 behind
     11 stood
     11 time
     11 land
     11 when
     11 see
     11 well
     11 war
     11 are
     11 cave
     10 gone
     10 you're
     10 only
     10 come
     10 turned
     10 beside
     10 dead
     10 cold
     10 will
     10 because
     10 bitter
     10 going
     10 little
     10 came
     10 again
     10 last
     10 other
     10 floor
     10 heavy
     10 transmitter
     9 can
     9 without
     9 own
     9 thing
     9 dropped
     9 vast
     9 want
     9 beyond
     9 voice
     9 world
     9 suddenly
     9 light
     9 town
     8 even
     8 doorway
     8 he's
     8 those
     8 metal
     8 faruk's
     8 ashi
     8 heard
     8 almost
     8 vanished
     8 houses
     8 beast
     8 life
     8 lean
     8 let
     8 i'll
     8 himself
     8 fell
     8 wall
     8 quietly
     8 asteroid
     8 system
     8 might
     8 smile
     8 felt
     8 though
     8 operating
     8 hand
     8 found
     8 five
     8 around
     7 lunar
     7 something
     7 right
     7 law
     7 more
     7 toward
     7 followed
     7 walls
     7 anesthetic
     7 should
     7 black
     7 feet
     7 every
     7 mouth
     7 hands
     7 it's
     7 space
     7 secret
     7 varno
     7 brought
     7 hope
     7 many
     7 dark
     7 much
     7 why
     7 got
     7 shot
     7 whispered
     7 snapped
     7 took
     7 shook
     7 fur
     7 before
     7 high
     6 death
     6 roared
     6 arms
     6 white
     6 watching
     6 damned
     6 running
     6 some
     6 weapon
     6 give
     6 sound
     6 you'll
     6 scars
     6 arm
     6 heart
     6 close
     6 broke
     6 kill
     6 these
     6 can't
     6 geoffrey
     6 doing
     6 grey
     6 god
     6 lips
     6 mars
     6 someone
     6 far
     6 above
     6 fighting
     6 two
     6 rule
     6 deep
     6 yet
     6 swore
     6 first
     5 ran
     5 rose
     5 hot
     5 hair
     5 strength
     5 chair
     5 whole
     5 forward
     5 any
     5 left
     5 explosion
     5 andrews'
     5 roaring
     5 palm
     5 round
     5 wouldn't
     5 primate
     5 sudden
     5 lay
     5 kingdom
     5 built
     5 stopped
     5 blood
     5 six
     5 same
     5 thought
     5 looked
     5 must
     5 done
     5 held
     5 enough
     5 trouble
     5 interplanetary
     5 poison
     5 shut
     5 abruptly
     5 wolves
     5 way
     5 remembering
     5 great
     5 hiss
     5 stop
     5 i've
     5 soft
     5 news
     5 angry
     5 forget
     5 things
     5 think
     5 nothing
     5 old
     5 discs
     5 cage
     5 crack
     5 chemical
     5 daddy's
     5 guns
     5 dust
     5 clear
     5 once
     5 thompson
     5 short
     5 door
     5 anything
     4 set
     4 venusian's
     4 he'd
     4 fire
     4 surprised
     4 damn
     4 move
     4 sullen
     4 growing
     4 choking
     4 did
     4 fury
     4 good
     4 skull
     4 earthman
     4 make
     4 destruction
     4 broken
     4 sharply
     4 veins
     4 cut
     4 rush
     4 pain
     4 has
     4 nodded
     4 help
     4 shouted
     4 top
     4 waiting
     4 control
     4 ships
     4 silver
     4 thinking
     4 silence
     4 quite
     4 sweat
     4 worlds
     4 put
     4 swung
     4 ground
     4 laughed
     4 cried
     4 forehead
     4 closer
     4 leave
     4 side
     4 chance
     4 listen
     4 countryman
     4 geyser
     4 silent
     4 wasn't
     4 bodies
     4 forgotten
     4 than
     4 after
     4 corrosive
     4 sheep
     4 nose
     4 her
     4 look
     4 there's
     4 flat
     4 cargo
     4 cheeks
     4 shoulders
     4 inside
     4 escape
     4 jaw
     4 flashed
     4 hard
     4 slowly
     4 breaking
     4 pungent
     4 pointed
     4 mean
     4 brain
     4 softly
     4 outlaw
     4 house
     4 young
     4 fingers
     4 blue
     4 saved
     4 heat
     4 roar
     4 thick
     4 sell
     4 very
     4 between
     4 wolf
     4 knees
     4 couldn't
     4 instead
     4 across
     4 take
     4 room
     3 hear
     3 already
     3 fumes
     3 whistling
     3 wheat-straw
     3 thunder
     3 four
     3 blast
     3 action
     3 thrown
     3 sheer
     3 solar
     3 living
     3 victims
     3 fissure
     3 special
     3 shaven
     3 seen
     3 armed
     3 tall
     3 died
     3 crowd
     3 big
     3 leaving
     3 razor
     3 mind
     3 break
     3 seemed
     3 wanted
     3 loved
     3 sharp
     3 form
     3 military
     3 swift
     3 throat
     3 until
     3 spout
     3 place
     3 shrugged
     3 heads
     3 empire
     3 itself
     3 holster
     3 stirred
     3 ears
     3 oh
     3 cynical
     3 getting
     3 aside
     3 experiments
     3 forgot
     3 renegade
     3 surged
     3 sprang
     3 half
     3 drowned
     3 weren't
     3 sat
     3 martian
     3 gasped
     3 queer
     3 bent
     3 lakes
     3 asked
     3 small
     3 peace
     3 tunnel
     3 blank
     3 jerked
     3 us
     3 fought
     3 trust
     3 giving
     3 matter
     3 better
     3 narrowed
     3 huge
     3 streets
     3 save
     3 die
     3 natural
     3 deadly
     3 never
     3 crushing
     3 remaining
     3 say
     3 kept
     3 turn
     3 where's
     3 our
     3 crouched
     3 radio
     3 smiled
     3 screamed
     3 jarred
     3 most
     3 moaned
     3 voluntary
     3 making
     3 varno's
     3 odor
     3 grew
     3 earthling
     3 what's
     3 necks
     3 ball
     3 announcer
     3 copper
     3 drunken
     3 gaunt
     3 coming
     3 lake
     3 erect
     3 teeth
     3 closed
     3 earthmen
     3 filled
     3 days
     3 use
     3 safe
     3 fool
     3 began
     3 returned
     3 thin
     3 widened
     3 incredible
     3 few
     3 hell
     3 rage
     3 need
     3 centers
     3 faint
     3 open
     3 listening
     3 rotten
     3 crumbling
     3 moment
     3 grimly
     3 stared
     3 hadn't
     3 surge
     3 opened
     3 added
     3 reek
     3 memory
     3 whose
     3 started
     3 second
     3 three
     3 horror
     3 cover
     3 dry
     3 free
     3 others
     3 mustn't
     3 radium
     3 hole
     3 pools
     3 empty
     3 lungs
     3 silkily
     3 fired
     2 nearest
     2 taken
     2 clinging
     2 sink
     2 striking
     2 lack
     2 breath
     2 final
     2 leader
     2 met
     2 wonder
     2 that's
     2 sight
     2 both
     2 they'll
     2 splintered
     2 higher
     2 results
     2 shudder
     2 knife
     2 gets
     2 bricks
     2 leading
     2 temple
     2 trapped
     2 bare
     2 flame
     2 brick
     2 dirty
     2 fortune
     2 months
     2 past
     2 gave
     2 affection
     2 end
     2 neta
     2 follow
     2 they're
     2 shadows
     2 stubborn
     2 wide
     2 lying
     2 voices
     2 tequin
     2 prey
     2 subjects
     2 diaphragms
     2 volley
     2 ugly
     2 silently
     2 neither
     2 experiment
     2 drug
     2 knows
     2 instruments
     2 deserted
     2 circle
     2 struck
     2 rapidly
     2 evenly
     2 muttered
     2 chemicals
     2 except
     2 sucked
     2 powerful
     2 blackmailed
     2 stabbed
     2 blared
     2 worse
     2 choice
     2 asteroid's
     2 straight
     2 being
     2 different
     2 gibbs'
     2 remember
     2 wrecked
     2 fleet
     2 pressure
     2 carried
     2 admit
     2 stronger
     2 fierce
     2 dangerous
     2 convulsive
     2 sleepers
     2 human
     2 grunted
     2 writhed
     2 outskirts
     2 week
     2 you'd
     2 heading
     2 searching
     2 planets
     2 moved
     2 stay
     2 assistants
     2 awakened
     2 keeping
     2 certain
     2 breathable
     2 liquid
     2 wrenched
     2 sweeping
     2 fuming
     2 heaved
     2 everything
     2 sensitive
     2 power
     2 glimpsed
     2 important
     2 wondered
     2 let's
     2 surgical
     2 hate
     2 speak
     2 smock
     2 neutral
     2 clip
     2 heaving
     2 hapless
     2 clean
     2 roofless
     2 high-pitched
     2 spoke
     2 shuddered
     2 futile
     2 ago
     2 tunnels
     2 together
     2 formed
     2 chill
     2 happened
     2 urgency
     2 distance
     2 ease
     2 creature
     2 long
     2 burned
     2 half-hollow
     2 glittering
     2 thanks
     2 drawn
     2 block
     2 muscle
     2 basins
     2 rain
     2 vertical
     2 coughed
     2 savagely
     2 attack
     2 piracy
     2 needle
     2 drew
     2 veiled
     2 tearing
     2 fangs
     2 pale
     2 shoulder
     2 spring
     2 used
     2 beneath
     2 padlock
     2 yes
     2 causes
     2 knotted
     2 hardened
     2 corpses
     2 briefly
     2 hurled
     2 venusians
     2 cursed
     2 killed
     2 either
     2 snarled
     2 glance
     2 harmless
     2 works
     2 highest
     2 along
     2 soul
     2 yelled
     2 bay
     2 steadily
     2 condemned
     2 loaded
     2 won't
     2 people
     2 drunk
     2 holding
     2 green
     2 rivulets
     2 flared
     2 blasted
     2 offered
     2 speed
     2 uneasy
     2 excitement
     2 boy
     2 shock
     2 edges
     2 smell
     2 key
     2 rolled
     2 smoking
     2 wearing
     2 quick
     2 bloody
     2 swept
     2 possible
     2 split
     2 kicked
     2 neck
     2 dropping
     2 supplies
     2 following
     2 swine
     2 rebellious
     2 new
     2 thud
     2 flung
     2 acids
     2 patriotic
     2 changed
     2 anyone
     2 upon
     2 victim
     2 means
     2 blind
     2 advanced
     2 probably
     2 steel-grey
     2 duty
     2 themselves
     2 stretcher
     2 shouting
     2 mist
     2 keen
     2 sighed
     2 pits
     2 enemies
     2 nobody
     2 ruled
     2 laid
     2 none
     2 isn't
     2 gaze
     2 hesitated
     2 battle
     2 managed
     2 surgeon's
     2 anger
     2 rise
     2 bother
     2 made
     2 scientific
     2 dying
     2 keeps
     2 loosened
     2 words
     2 bidder
     2 corpse
     2 grinned
     2 snow
     2 cracked
     2 choked
     2 claw
     2 faced
     2 cruelly
     2 told
     2 yourself
     2 known
     2 outside
     2 knowing
     2 code
     2 wrapped
     2 unless
     2 ablaze
     2 barricade
     2 rising
     2 ominously
     2 pack
     2 drained
     2 preaching
     2 closing
     2 tightened
     2 subterranean
     2 inner
     2 dull
     2 we're
     2 safely
     2 blow
     2 crawled
     2 urgently
     2 tanks
     2 run
     2 letting
     2 home
     2 shivered
     2 featureless
     2 service
     2 tough
     2 plateau
     2 knocked
     2 command
     2 moon
     2 ring
     2 remembered
     2 barked
     2 robots
     2 sent
     2 orders
     2 whimpering
     2 gesture
     2 am
     2 half-breed
     2 faces
     2 using
     2 since
     2 advantage
     2 trapdoor
     2 cords
     2 ever
     2 enslaved
     2 gods
     2 always
     2 suffered
     2 ready
     2 tiny
     2 level
     2 robbed
     2 struggle
     2 stopping
     2 looting
     2 quickly
     2 anywhere
     2 useless
     2 shaking
     2 staring
     2 former
     2 gripped
     2 stepped
     2 landed
     2 dives
     2 tried
     2 bull-roar
     2 temples
     2 scowled
     2 tell
     2 stiffened
     2 core
     2 stifling
     2 looking
     2 name
     2 leaped
     2 underground
     2 live
     2 destroy
     1 paws
     1 experts
     1 satanic
     1 settling
     1 wait
     1 pawn
     1 rarely
     1 lucid
     1 crest
     1 crowding
     1 geysers
     1 owned
     1 wobbled
     1 protection
     1 grated
     1 show
     1 deafening
     1 gather
     1 stirring
     1 em
     1 knowledge
     1 danger
     1 victory
     1 heavily
     1 triumph
     1 savatte
     1 sees
     1 sentimental
     1 meantime
     1 trading
     1 liners
     1 groggily
     1 stained
     1 capture
     1 fragility
     1 captor
     1 brow
     1 doll
     1 vino
     1 protected
     1 perfect
     1 driven
     1 sardonic
     1 flashing
     1 trays
     1 mixes
     1 flares
     1 invent
     1 pinch
     1 tumbled
     1 unperturbed
     1 tree
     1 oblivious
     1 cocked
     1 bad
     1 horrible
     1 musky
     1 helplessly
     1 distorted
     1 we'll
     1 foot
     1 stored
     1 plan
     1 half-seen
     1 flaw
     1 dimly
     1 unconcerned
     1 protecting
     1 unclean
     1 tail
     1 sick
     1 moss
     1 staggered
     1 unheeded
     1 oncoming
     1 beach
     1 listened
     1 aircraft
     1 blocking
     1 tuned
     1 virtuous
     1 ruthless
     1 harsh
     1 welled
     1 shine
     1 blow-holes
     1 tensed
     1 terran
     1 corridors
     1 act
     1 observers
     1 stooped
     1 understanding
     1 bridle
     1 fast
     1 lucifer
     1 molten
     1 cold-blooded
     1 murdering
     1 bob
     1 pit
     1 left-hand
     1 thirty-one
     1 convulsively
     1 jaws
     1 brother
     1 minded
     1 buildings
     1 gambled
     1 angle
     1 jump
     1 miss
     1 sending
     1 urged
     1 imprisonment
     1 purely
     1 beautiful
     1 big-shots
     1 department
     1 chemist
     1 continued
     1 rock-steady
     1 woman
     1 tense
     1 order
     1 prints
     1 sorry
     1 fan
     1 eliminate
     1 kind
     1 smoke
     1 child
     1 grown
     1 pretty
     1 jolted
     1 intelligence
     1 burst
     1 needn't
     1 cautiously
     1 develop
     1 iron-grey
     1 boots
     1 wolf's
     1 flood
     1 consequences
     1 infantry
     1 demanded
     1 shiver
     1 jolting
     1 money
     1 palms
     1 awful
     1 madness
     1 sake
     1 lamplight
     1 groped
     1 cross
     1 prisoners
     1 satanically
     1 king-wolf
     1 suffocate
     1 tabs
     1 rang
     1 grease
     1 bargain
     1 part
     1 beds
     1 iii
     1 settle
     1 slavery
     1 ill
     1 involuntary
     1 sweep
     1 perilously
     1 sometimes
     1 immunity
     1 firing
     1 frankly
     1 comforts
     1 tableau
     1 whipped
     1 vanishing
     1 state
     1 defense
     1 shrewd
     1 deliberate
     1 plenty
     1 elbow
     1 boiling
     1 unbidden
     1 preparation
     1 least
     1 banned
     1 unfortunately
     1 twinge
     1 devil
     1 finding
     1 mr
     1 beckoned
     1 burning
     1 mob
     1 defenses
     1 handed
     1 unclaimed
     1 hairless
     1 slips
     1 brimstone
     1 accurate
     1 ploughing
     1 sibilant
     1 bending
     1 racing
     1 ties
     1 twitching
     1 funny
     1 contracted
     1 tree-trunks
     1 voltaire
     1 worried
     1 spun-glass
     1 brewing
     1 hurt
     1 loud
     1 two-seater
     1 trouble-maker
     1 entered
     1 hung
     1 blood-lust
     1 thickening
     1 drifts
     1 sucking
     1 curve
     1 smug
     1 deadened
     1 dissolving
     1 impairment
     1 pale-furred
     1 worth
     1 crust
     1 insolent
     1 sank
     1 meant
     1 spies
     1 plunged
     1 incredulous
     1 chief
     1 honorably
     1 deceptively
     1 impatiently
     1 may
     1 planes
     1 killings
     1 realist
     1 ah
     1 blocks
     1 mechanized
     1 wires
     1 ominous
     1 rocked
     1 trader
     1 inhabited
     1 universal
     1 column
     1 helmet
     1 leveled
     1 question
     1 creatures
     1 winds
     1 lied
     1 breakdowns
     1 reaching
     1 coat
     1 unhuman
     1 caring
     1 stinging
     1 crumble
     1 ha
     1 ignoring
     1 activated
     1 beating
     1 forbade
     1 packed
     1 finishing
     1 curtained
     1 safer
     1 shape
     1 chuckled
     1 scent
     1 waves
     1 mid-sentence
     1 nationality
     1 comparatively
     1 retaliation
     1 hurtle
     1 cry
     1 piker
     1 groping
     1 curse
     1 everything's
     1 lizards
     1 band
     1 mud-brick
     1 strangled
     1 forces
     1 wicked
     1 we'd
     1 distant
     1 grabbed
     1 perverting
     1 crumbled
     1 momentum
     1 harshly
     1 polyglot
     1 torrents
     1 suggestion
     1 sensing
     1 booming
     1 range
     1 radio-telepathic
     1 effect
     1 blindly
     1 jumping
     1 kiss
     1 winning
     1 startled
     1 cat's
     1 pleases
     1 air-conditioned
     1 sore
     1 god's
     1 trigger
     1 flesh
     1 definite
     1 flooded
     1 rivers
     1 situation
     1 note
     1 eye
     1 sark's
     1 manning
     1 fight
     1 pale-blond
     1 solemnly
     1 bearers
     1 compounds
     1 puzzle
     1 stink
     1 necessity
     1 baffled
     1 amplifying
     1 answered
     1 far-off
     1 space-burned
     1 pour
     1 build
     1 era
     1 word
     1 city
     1 monsters
     1 franca
     1 fled
     1 helpless
     1 automatically
     1 performed
     1 behave
     1 center
     1 froze
     1 indicated
     1 wiped
     1 threw
     1 business
     1 patriotism
     1 units
     1 bend
     1 including
     1 cooped
     1 alight
     1 valuables
     1 honeycomb
     1 sifted
     1 coordinators
     1 mystery
     1 drink
     1 futility
     1 rebuild
     1 warned
     1 fights
     1 call
     1 strangling
     1 he'll
     1 gasping
     1 childhood
     1 colder
     1 singing
     1 looted
     1 desperately
     1 easily
     1 hides
     1 upraised
     1 coldly
     1 instantaneously
     1 snake
     1 unhurried
     1 scaly
     1 coverall
     1 upward
     1 lesson
     1 effects
     1 buy
     1 reasonably
     1 doomed
     1 nowhere
     1 veritas
     1 widening
     1 policy
     1 tousled
     1 terrible
     1 inaudible
     1 cringing
     1 fist
     1 beginning
     1 slow
     1 trap-door
     1 study
     1 unchanged
     1 yearly
     1 organized
     1 facing
     1 factions
     1 bald
     1 unusual
     1 circles
     1 claiming
     1 toy
     1 licked
     1 blinding
     1 slim
     1 right-hand
     1 successive
     1 frame
     1 smothered
     1 decent
     1 hell-fired
     1 bellyache
     1 belt
     1 ambition
     1 attempt
     1 rock
     1 v
     1 bulk
     1 bones
     1 credit
     1 stones
     1 shove
     1 louder
     1 cursing
     1 lead
     1 fitted
     1 hideous
     1 water
     1 fall
     1 intricate
     1 salvaging
     1 hurtled
     1 parks
     1 exposing
     1 milled
     1 misjudged
     1 greedy
     1 satan's
     1 bars
     1 servants
     1 however
     1 disgraced
     1 weakening
     1 outer
     1 crushed
     1 scowling
     1 allowed
     1 year
     1 we've
     1 among
     1 muscles
     1 glimpse
     1 citadel
     1 jumped
     1 raging
     1 wind
     1 direction
     1 warning
     1 seeped
     1 cause
     1 kills
     1 whining
     1 nice
     1 tight
     1 became
     1 ransom
     1 monotone
     1 overdose
     1 barricaded
     1 stars
     1 starshine
     1 stillness
     1 hunting
     1 disturbing
     1 tired
     1 knuckles
     1 semi-conscious
     1 increased
     1 approached
     1 food
     1 raw
     1 thus
     1 bits
     1 waste
     1 hold
     1 earth's
     1 anticipating
     1 explanation
     1 grimness
     1 mount
     1 doubled
     1 you've
     1 sickle
     1 raised
     1 given
     1 smelled
     1 wearily
     1 passage
     1 slid
     1 fools
     1 bolted
     1 backing
     1 restless
     1 mood
     1 kidnapping
     1 echo
     1 justify
     1 faded
     1 wolfish
     1 pulled
     1 backward
     1 crunch
     1 clearly
     1 earth-men
     1 temper
     1 lost
     1 watched
     1 rap
     1 warn
     1 alive
     1 straightening
     1 led
     1 wants
     1 cosmic
     1 flushed
     1 weird
     1 heap
     1 native
     1 coupled
     1 perfectly
     1 smaller
     1 says
     1 spite
     1 blew
     1 doom
     1 idea
     1 lifelessness
     1 throwing
     1 steps
     1 considerable
     1 press
     1 scared
     1 background
     1 leaping
     1 reached
     1 believe
     1 ii
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     1 happens
     1 bogging
     1 anyway
     1 streams
     1 slightest
     1 cramped
     1 open
     1 accusingly
     1 pressed
     1 lever
     1 listening
     1 breathed
     1 grass
     1 helping
     1 specialized
     1 distaste
     1 circulated
     1 morning
     1 hunched
     1 somewhere
     1 opening
     1 wit
     1 month
     1 stand
     1 calling
     1 mote
     1 dull
     1 case
     1 squalling
     1 haze
     1 blow
     1 crack
     1 veil
     1 anarchy
     1 maybe
     1 animal
     1 guessed
     1 fiery
     1 truly
     1 thoughts
     1 patterned
     1 please
     1 opened
     1 signs
     1 detection
     1 powerfully
     1 remains
     1 sense
     1 convoyed
     1 chemical
     1 cheerfully
     1 become
     1 entering
     1 discovery
     1 careful
     1 rest
     1 streamed
     1 shivered
     1 guards
     1 challenging
     1 started
     1 searchers
     1 lock
     1 miles
     1 service
     1 feeling
     1 leaden
     1 each
     1 deny
     1 void
     1 attention
     1 structures
     1 reeled
     1 responding
     1 weight
     1 tough
     1 transmit
     1 searched
     1 metallic
     1 temperamental
     1 one's
     1 estimated
     1 kid
     1 reasons
     1 huddled
     1 provoked
     1 skin
     1 firm
     1 grim
     1 very
     1 status
     1 mechanics
     1 clever
     1 warm
     1 strip
     1 smashed
     1 equipment
     1 inescapable
     1 till
     1 vitally
     1 recovered
     1 retired
     1 midst
     1 destinies
     1 losing
     1 collected
     1 sun
     1 weapons
     1 remembered
     1 cloth
     1 believed
     1 glory
     1 hour
     1 triangulation
     1 mustn't
     1 dim
     1 repairs
     1 spread
     1 aghast
     1 vehemence
     1 whimpering
     1 something's
     1 excellency
     1 heating
     1 stripped
     1 controls
     1 savage
     1 radium
     1 catching
     1 operating
     1 orbits
     1 silk
     1 subjectively
     1 am
     1 fully
     1 taking
     1 cherry-red
     1 patiently
     1 checking
     1 scientist
     1 faces
     1 compact
     1 hero's
     1 admitted
     1 unable
     1 dressed
     1 stream
     1 ready
     1 echoed
     1 someday
     1 overheard
     1 shy
     1 struggle
     1 triple
     1 corner
     1 protects
     1 weighed
     1 four-hour
     1 concentrate
     1 dust
     1 offense
     1 microbe
     1 remote
     1 challenge
     1 quickly
     1 anywhere
     1 useless
     1 hitch
     1 thirty
     1 anarchists
     1 infinity
     1 shave
     1 1-04
     1 flow
     1 cubicle
     1 gripped
     1 take
     1 uncompromising
     1 impossible
     1 stepped
     1 surrounding
     1 paint
     1 replaceable
     1 wore
     1 stagnation
     1 present
     1 headed
     1 hundredth
     1 landed
     1 wherever
     1 relaxed
     1 sweetheart
     1 common
     1 driving
     1 tried
     1 spinning
     1 general
     1 quiet
     1 five
     1 task
     1 gently
     1 seem
     1 stiffened
     1 massive
     1 non-magnetic
     1 desk
     1 appointed
     1 pump
     1 firmly
     1 synchronization
     1 buried
     1 vertigo
     1 philosophy
     1 clangor
     1 starting
     1 noted
     1 granted
     1 leaped
     1 brown
     1 swore
     1 remain
     1 preached
     1 live
     1 scientists
     1 leap
     1 work-hardened
     1 unveiled
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  667 the
     430 and
     341 of
     319 he
     251 a
     206 was
     191 to
     159 his
     156 in
     143 that
     127 harrah
     124 her
     124 had
     118 it
     110 you
     103 not
     92 him
     92 with
     85 she
     74 but
     73 they
     70 from
     68 were
     67 no
     67 as
     62 said
     60 kehlin
     60 for
     59 there
     59 i
     54 we
     52 at
     48 marith
     48 is
     46 on
     46 them
     45 have
     43 men
     42 could
     37 then
     36 be
     36 now
     35 us
     34 their
     34 out
     33 did
     33 into
     33 eyes
     32 man
     32 like
     31 looked
     31 what
     31 one
     31 very
     30 an
     30 human
     30 came
     29 only
     29 so
     29 tok
     27 earthman
     26 up
     26 long
     26 will
     26 who
     26 been
     25 where
     25 down
     25 head
     24 would
     24 are
     23 all
     23 by
     23 or
     23 little
     23 this
     22 time
     22 girl
     22 me
     22 over
     22 fear
     21 still
     21 thought
     20 go
     20 saw
     20 again
     20 kehlin's
     19 do
     19 through
     19 way
     19 know
     19 between
     18 some
     18 turned
     18 look
     18 made
     18 before
     17 back
     17 come
     17 face
     17 remembered
     17 though
     16 something
     16 stood
     16 how
     16 about
     16 space
     16 dark
     16 great
     16 dogs
     16 across
     15 gone
     15 even
     15 away
     15 mind
     15 let
     14 don't
     14 sound
     14 knew
     14 hands
     14 komar
     14 body
     14 because
     14 too
     14 once
     13 more
     13 moved
     13 feet
     13 own
     13 after
     13 light
     12 white
     12 knife
     12 seemed
     12 black
     12 close
     12 small
     12 went
     12 voice
     12 took
     12 full
     12 android
     12 around
     11 place
     11 blood
     11 when
     11 see
     11 thing
     11 strange
     11 slowly
     11 afraid
     11 marith's
     11 darkness
     11 moment
     11 love
     11 three
     10 square
     10 harrah's
     10 without
     10 your
     10 flesh
     10 every
     10 terrible
     10 quite
     10 want
     10 than
     10 far
     10 androids
     10 deep
     10 felt
     10 yet
     10 shook
     10 hand
     9 can
     9 death
     9 breath
     9 under
     9 beautiful
     9 if
     9 you're
     9 big
     9 has
     9 until
     9 jungle
     9 hate
     9 speak
     9 spoke
     9 wind
     9 stopped
     9 watched
     9 get
     9 die
     9 beyond
     9 other
     9 suddenly
     9 few
     9 caught
     9 two
     9 women
     8 heard
     8 almost
     8 music
     8 pain
     8 dancing
     8 life
     8 aware
     8 here
     8 himself
     8 done
     8 laughed
     8 held
     8 never
     8 smiled
     8 aboriginals
     8 upon
     8 why
     8 words
     8 began
     8 things
     8 old
     8 trees
     8 cloth
     8 free
     8 ever
     7 arms
     7 behind
     7 strength
     7 any
     7 left
     7 make
     7 perhaps
     7 word
     7 answer
     7 my
     7 shadow
     7 among
     7 worlds
     7 martian
     7 must
     7 bitter
     7 bazaar
     7 our
     7 forgotten
     7 much
     7 against
     7 gun
     7 another
     7 ship
     7 hurry
     7 air
     7 above
     7 think
     7 nothing
     7 whispered
     7 brothers
     7 others
     7 am
     7 dust
     7 nor
     6 right
     6 fire
     6 lord
     6 understand
     6 woman
     6 kind
     6 seen
     6 toward
     6 crowd
     6 demons
     6 tok's
     6 creatures
     6 also
     6 wanderers
     6 swift
     6 nodded
     6 lay
     6 should
     6 answered
     6 off
     6 wonderful
     6 power
     6 sky
     6 beside
     6 heart
     6 silence
     6 half
     6 became
     6 shoulder
     6 fell
     6 can't
     6 side
     6 street
     6 going
     6 hope
     6 its
     6 moons
     6 moonlight
     6 got
     6 smiling
     6 earth
     6 bright
     6 clear
     6 take
     6 tried
     6 years
     5 taken
     5 wait
     5 rose
     5 already
     5 set
     5 that's
     5 hair
     5 destroyed
     5 past
     5 move
     5 shadows
     5 sure
     5 forward
     5 followed
     5 being
     5 venusian
     5 alien
     5 distant
     5 beauty
     5 houses
     5 itself
     5 dead
     5 built
     5 drawn
     5 find
     5 aboriginal
     5 same
     5 put
     5 led
     5 asked
     5 these
     5 wild
     5 universe
     5 ourselves
     5 streets
     5 roof
     5 glanced
     5 world
     5 hard
     5 crimson
     5 waited
     5 realized
     5 edge
     5 softly
     5 swiftly
     5 somewhere
     5 lifted
     5 animal
     5 run
     5 home
     5 feel
     5 started
     5 ways
     5 always
     5 empty
     5 which
     5 found
     5 sort
     5 stepped
     5 floor
     5 brown
     5 first
     4 hear
     4 thirty-four
     4 both
     4 hot
     4 those
     4 metal
     4 law
     4 passed
     4 gave
     4 child
     4 demanded
     4 voices
     4 wanderer
     4 tall
     4 alley
     4 loved
     4 broken
     4 walls
     4 different
     4 carried
     4 evil
     4 box
     4 learned
     4 shrugged
     4 waiting
     4 slow
     4 arm
     4 cold
     4 large
     4 belt
     4 gathered
     4 heaven
     4 brief
     4 i'll
     4 stars
     4 pang
     4 raised
     4 shining
     4 queer
     4 drew
     4 bent
     4 didn't
     4 lost
     4 alive
     4 called
     4 cried
     4 walked
     4 enough
     4 vast
     4 smell
     4 silent
     4 many
     4 alone
     4 bodies
     4 kept
     4 proud
     4 effort
     4 sweet
     4 strong
     4 cleared
     4 last
     4 escape
     4 ganymede
     4 well
     4 gaze
     4 presently
     4 quivering
     4 coming
     4 safe
     4 cruel
     4 hell
     4 emotion
     4 need
     4 fingers
     4 open
     4 sorrow
     4 stand
     4 heat
     4 we're
     4 minds
     4 terror
     4 work
     4 each
     4 smile
     4 truth
     4 step
     4 ask
     4 heavy
     4 lovely
     3 cool
     3 ran
     3 jupiter
     3 i'm
     3 sight
     3 driven
     3 flashing
     3 tree
     3 shudder
     3 running
     3 end
     3 splendid
     3 pride
     3 smoke
     3 whole
     3 shiver
     3 rang
     3 fury
     3 meet
     3 pipe
     3 less
     3 died
     3 break
     3 longing
     3 meant
     3 remember
     3 rush
     3 meaning
     3 played
     3 sulphur
     3 wanderer's
     3 cry
     3 apart
     3 wicked
     3 growth
     3 sudden
     3 startled
     3 gliding
     3 nature
     3 rhythms
     3 hide
     3 lords
     3 coins
     3 speaking
     3 snarling
     3 grip
     3 complete
     3 stirred
     3 call
     3 mouth
     3 creature
     3 bones
     3 stones
     3 burned
     3 forgot
     3 thinking
     3 cabin
     3 it's
     3 warning
     3 sat
     3 secret
     3 within
     3 dreams
     3 reached
     3 moving
     3 yes
     3 minute
     3 spoken
     3 hatred
     3 either
     3 blank
     3 along
     3 matter
     3 trouble
     3 better
     3 keep
     3 holding
     3 happy
     3 abruptly
     3 creation
     3 poised
     3 deadly
     3 questions
     3 just
     3 violence
     3 outcaste
     3 following
     3 gleamed
     3 herself
     3 stop
     3 screaming
     3 frightened
     3 blaze
     3 howling
     3 frightening
     3 apes
     3 haven't
     3 best
     3 anger
     3 standing
     3 filled
     3 rags
     3 naked
     3 utterly
     3 watch
     3 yourself
     3 house
     3 forbidden
     3 red
     3 lightly
     3 steel
     3 dog
     3 paused
     3 saved
     3 odd
     3 system
     3 inner
     3 places
     3 opened
     3 memory
     3 memories
     3 rest
     3 sliding
     3 second
     3 bound
     3 furry
     3 wish
     3 speech
     3 rule
     3 cur
     3 weariness
     3 dim
     3 denied
     3 faces
     3 echoed
     3 joy
     3 quickly
     3 instead
     3 read
     3 relaxed
     3 quiet
     3 gently
     3 shirt
     3 looking
     3 anything
     3 greed
     3 touching
     3 drop
     3 room
     2 harp
     2 stirring
     2 knowledge
     2 personal
     2 owner
     2 seconds
     2 brilliant
     2 ashes
     2 bleeding
     2 scarlet
     2 foot
     2 ours
     2 earthman's
     2 whirling
     2 wine
     2 beach
     2 listened
     2 trapped
     2 wanting
     2 shelter
     2 understanding
     2 sheer
     2 fast
     2 tangle
     2 picked
     2 frail
     2 yellow-eyed
     2 comfort
     2 wide
     2 crept
     2 money
     2 awful
     2 madness
     2 sounds
     2 neither
     2 part
     2 knows
     2 stayed
     2 ridden
     2 dance
     2 devil
     2 hit
     2 handed
     2 struck
     2 forges
     2 tribe
     2 weapon
     2 lower
     2 reluctantly
     2 chemicals
     2 wanted
     2 movements
     2 sharp
     2 alleys
     2 sharply
     2 lie
     2 number
     2 having
     2 question
     2 pressure
     2 makes
     2 stranger
     2 sheds
     2 emptiness
     2 tony
     2 gentle
     2 shape
     2 dangerous
     2 falling
     2 wouldn't
     2 dirt
     2 lust
     2 throat
     2 rusty
     2 toys
     2 heading
     2 kiss
     2 fight
     2 race
     2 far-off
     2 city
     2 knee
     2 grace
     2 everything
     2 turmoil
     2 sifted
     2 below
     2 easily
     2 ships
     2 oh
     2 upward
     2 tear
     2 ago
     2 silver
     2 chill
     2 torches
     2 happened
     2 urgency
     2 getting
     2 slim
     2 endurance
     2 faltered
     2 laughter
     2 trembling
     2 seventy-three
     2 hollow
     2 beings
     2 angel
     2 forever
     2 enjoyed
     2 thousand
     2 raging
     2 wrist
     2 tore
     2 stillness
     2 strangers
     2 trampling
     2 betrayal
     2 coldness
     2 food
     2 named
     2 branches
     2 you've
     2 given
     2 roofs
     2 gag
     2 drum
     2 restless
     2 children
     2 howl
     2 clearly
     2 touch
     2 perfectly
     2 blew
     2 spring
     2 broad
     2 true
     2 ground
     2 beneath
     2 brushed
     2 crowded
     2 trap
     2 glow
     2 while
     2 suns
     2 peace
     2 crossed
     2 brought
     2 soul
     2 fought
     2 descended
     2 dropped
     2 won't
     2 win
     2 yours
     2 flames
     2 sleep
     2 uneasy
     2 crevice
     2 haunted
     2 infinite
     2 save
     2 natural
     2 mingled
     2 near
     2 pets
     2 lips
     2 gulf
     2 swept
     2 shaken
     2 iron
     2 split
     2 kicked
     2 gathering
     2 intellect
     2 motion
     2 leopards
     2 remembering
     2 tide
     2 narrow
     2 data
     2 regret
     2 stumbled
     2 lurcher
     2 someone
     2 new
     2 lithe
     2 slaves
     2 flung
     2 needed
     2 halt
     2 changed
     2 feud
     2 reeling
     2 there's
     2 survived
     2 flight
     2 crush
     2 making
     2 identity
     2 spreading
     2 shoulders
     2 else
     2 mane
     2 sit
     2 soft
     2 muttering
     2 faith
     2 none
     2 isn't
     2 weakness
     2 trained
     2 nothingness
     2 glare
     2 ponderous
     2 breaking
     2 prevent
     2 camp
     2 rise
     2 such
     2 guess
     2 teeth
     2 closed
     2 sickness
     2 days
     2 use
     2 thronging
     2 star
     2 pointed
     2 magic
     2 planet
     2 root
     2 worked
     2 told
     2 fine
     2 fighting
     2 dancer
     2 coping
     2 awareness
     2 dizzy
     2 kissed
     2 line
     2 working
     2 tears
     2 slunk
     2 wavering
     2 cramped
     2 whimpered
     2 shared
     2 listening
     2 war
     2 barred
     2 breathed
     2 pity
     2 nerves
     2 asteroid
     2 refuge
     2 tightened
     2 blow
     2 primitive
     2 trace
     2 touched
     2 unutterably
     2 thick
     2 please
     2 added
     2 hungers
     2 martian's
     2 might
     2 leg
     2 sadness
     2 void
     2 mixed
     2 tough
     2 magnificence
     2 recognized
     2 panic
     2 hidden
     2 plateau
     2 borne
     2 conscious
     2 command
     2 skin
     2 moon
     2 ring
     2 hook
     2 sun
     2 vision
     2 sent
     2 volcanic
     2 orders
     2 born
     2 shriek
     2 catching
     2 gesture
     2 public
     2 fully
     2 able
     2 using
     2 gods
     2 humankind
     2 slightly
     2 glitter
     2 tawny
     2 thirty
     2 plunging
     2 gamblers
     2 struggling
     2 noiselessly
     2 gradually
     2 seem
     2 helped
     2 completely
     2 acid
     2 name
     2 humans
     2 live
     2 high
     2 destroy
     1 forging
     1 paws
     1 motionless
     1 clinging
     1 wish-oh
     1 synthetic
     1 grunts
     1 go-between-
     1 huts
     1 ashamed
     1 lack
     1 semblance
     1 danger
     1 exchange
     1 gleam
     1 dog-throat
     1 deal
     1 hereafter
     1 yellow
     1 stiffly
     1 teach
     1 met
     1 leader
     1 wonder
     1 doll
     1 brow
     1 birth
     1 sardonic
     1 object
     1 watch-the
     1 third
     1 governments
     1 profound
     1 inexpressibly
     1 behaved
     1 plain
     1 late
     1 we'll
     1 replaced
     1 dimly
     1 doorway
     1 eagle's
     1 sick
     1 four
     1 lord-wait
     1 experience
     1 hurtling
     1 laboratories
     1 foremost
     1 jobs
     1 sister-and
     1 girl's
     1 intensive
     1 act
     1 stolen
     1 unconscious
     1 watching
     1 marketplace
     1 molded
     1 stooped
     1 torture
     1 cross-breeding
     1 immovability
     1 flame
     1 awkward
     1 brick
     1 dirty
     1 aching
     1 held-child
     1 jeering
     1 eyen
     1 communicate
     1 inches
     1 jaws
     1 brother
     1 shirtfront
     1 solar
     1 burden-not
     1 fever
     1 weep
     1 living
     1 continued
     1 endless
     1 greatly-perhaps
     1 image
     1 parent
     1 sorry
     1 they're
     1 girl-thing
     1 fashionable
     1 wondering
     1 growing
     1 eternal
     1 strongly
     1 pretty
     1 for-the
     1 intelligence
     1 burst
     1 needn't
     1 thrusting
     1 words-i
     1 steal
     1 ornamental
     1 is-personal
     1 lengthened
     1 flood
     1 foreknowledge
     1 vulnerable
     1 shed
     1 choking
     1 half-crouched
     1 hoped
     1 barriers
     1 blown
     1 ill-temper
     1 sake
     1 wretched
     1 delicate
     1 curious
     1 shrieking
     1 betters
     1 smoothly
     1 ugly
     1 rescue
     1 iii
     1 jungles
     1 confused
     1 ached
     1 armed
     1 explosion
     1 sparked
     1 good
     1 hand-like
     1 deliberate
     1 boiling
     1 dignity
     1 least
     1 tinged
     1 household
     1 serpents
     1 skull
     1 unfortunately
     1 entertainers
     1 withstand
     1 deserted
     1 cast
     1 refusing
     1 invitation
     1 everywhere
     1 slashed
     1 burning
     1 world-men
     1 lawless
     1 somehow
     1 ones
     1 carefully
     1 souls
     1 deserved
     1 scratch
     1 smoldering
     1 selling
     1 somebody
     1 cluttered
     1 blows
     1 exhausted
     1 velocities
     1 pounding
     1 disappeared
     1 intense
     1 shift
     1 contracted
     1 uneasily
     1 telepaths
     1 except
     1 stir
     1 powerful
     1 guide
     1 worse
     1 warmth
     1 desolate
     1 worth
     1 maidens
     1 approaching
     1 slits
     1 passions
     1 spies
     1 oblique
     1 straight
     1 abandoned
     1 form
     1 vanished
     1 ago-kehlin
     1 hurried
     1 crying
     1 inheritors
     1 undergrowth
     1 walk
     1 wires
     1 ominous
     1 surely
     1 names-but
     1 fleet
     1 heels
     1 grapple
     1 spur-of-the-moment
     1 reaching
     1 paw
     1 rags-outcasts
     1 furious
     1 cut
     1 lemur-eyed
     1 join
     1 gypsy
     1 pockets
     1 uses
     1 pall
     1 north
     1 waves
     1 softening
     1 gaps
     1 round
     1 governed
     1 wildcat
     1 wistful
     1 training-kehlin
     1 tossed
     1 journey
     1 grunted
     1 thinning
     1 curse
     1 glorious
     1 writhed
     1 careless
     1 rid
     1 continue
     1 adrift
     1 infinitely
     1 sister's
     1 qualm
     1 strangled
     1 curtain
     1 thrust
     1 ballet
     1 crumbled
     1 fellow
     1 feral
     1 harshly
     1 searching
     1 mocked
     1 polyglot
     1 suggestion
     1 intuitive
     1 distrust
     1 scufflings
     1 captors
     1 pariah
     1 obscured
     1 terribly
     1 help
     1 irregularly
     1 serve
     1 board
     1 figures
     1 harrah-a
     1 land
     1 lean-to
     1 placed
     1 shouted
     1 flooded
     1 note
     1 brink
     1 keeping
     1 partially
     1 surging
     1 top
     1 somberly
     1 certain
     1 barrel
     1 asking
     1 bunch
     1 directly
     1 too-especially
     1 deck-plates
     1 banners
     1 now-deathly
     1 killing
     1 contact
     1 ounces
     1 wrenched
     1 sweeping
     1 screened
     1 flaring
     1 inferiority
     1 crooked
     1 curled
     1 franca
     1 fled
     1 clamps
     1 rotted
     1 indicated
     1 threw
     1 shouldered
     1 imperceptibly
     1 wondered
     1 development
     1 mine
     1 submit
     1 slumbrous
     1 control
     1 holster
     1 wood
     1 comforting
     1 mystery
     1 sad
     1 warned
     1 runaway
     1 adam's
     1 environment
     1 blankness
     1 you-
     1 strangling
     1 inundation
     1 childhood
     1 talk
     1 ears
     1 not-being
     1 electrodes
     1 captain's
     1 wished
     1 work-lamps
     1 whatever
     1 beast
     1 staggering
     1 many-hued
     1 weary
     1 highlights
     1 reminded
     1 roofless
     1 buy
     1 vague
     1 rusty-red
     1 cringing
     1 pushed
     1 betray
     1 men-harrah
     1 care
     1 shuddered
     1 futile
     1 survive
     1 unchanged
     1 mistake
     1 lean
     1 mass
     1 primal
     1 uninterrupted
     1 together
     1 unusual
     1 technical
     1 earned
     1 handful
     1 purple
     1 redness
     1 wound
     1 lived
     1 blinding
     1 club-fashion
     1 kinship
     1 distance
     1 moonlight-they
     1 mid-leap
     1 hothouse
     1 dwelt
     1 defeat
     1 revealed
     1 movement
     1 ease
     1 v
     1 lodgings
     1 shreds
     1 experiments
     1 birches
     1 expect
     1 shrink
     1 empires
     1 lord-evil
     1 water
     1 visited-the
     1 thriven
     1 intuition
     1 fall
     1 wheeling
     1 talented
     1 itched
     1 languidly
     1 awe
     1 escaping
     1 whether
     1 harshness
     1 saddening
     1 hearing
     1 indistinct
     1 battering
     1 pieces
     1 joins
     1 worked-and
     1 unfasten
     1 protoplasm
     1 servants
     1 darker
     1 grow
     1 outer
     1 year
     1 we've
     1 laboratory
     1 thought-waves
     1 moist
     1 jumped
     1 mistook
     1 direction
     1 reluctance
     1 embodied
     1 produced
     1 butchered
     1 heavy-shouldered
     1 sweat
     1 men-spoke
     1 surprise-of
     1 bowed
     1 us-the
     1 bear
     1 sensual
     1 superstitious
     1 knuckles
     1 gasped
     1 enabled
     1 immensely
     1 tolling
     1 rays
     1 loping
     1 impulses
     1 flanks
     1 raw
     1 earth's
     1 finest
     1 prison
     1 tool
     1 sickle
     1 adjuncts
     1 smelled
     1 broke
     1 newness
     1 negation
     1 wrought
     1 weeds
     1 expert
     1 filtered
     1 kill
     1 haggard
     1 earthman-i
     1 brooding
     1 oddly
     1 lowered
     1 sections
     1 vines
     1 queerly
     1 dimension
     1 wolfish
     1 pulled
     1 swung
     1 machines
     1 hampered
     1 limited
     1 fro
     1 warn
     1 tearing
     1 cosmic
     1 fangs
     1 harrah-the
     1 winkled
     1 pale
     1 native
     1 thirsting
     1 eternally
     1 bored
     1 youth
     1 spite
     1 dust-even
     1 makers
     1 experimental
     1 creeping
     1 white-skinned
     1 used
     1 steps
     1 story
     1 swinging
     1 press
     1 leaping
     1 leaf
     1 fashion
     1 believe
     1 ii
     1 desire
     1 quivered
     1 gloom
     1 masters
     1 aren't
     1 frenzied
     1 womb
     1 immense
     1 uniforms
     1 tremor
     1 point
     1 wail
     1 doesn't
     1 obeyed
     1 clumsy
     1 sped
     1 reading
     1 low
     1 nearly
     1 worrying
     1 man-things
     1 unwearied
     1 seeking
     1 lose
     1 bands
     1 pause
     1 surrounded
     1 butchery
     1 killed
     1 courage
     1 tossing
     1 charted
     1 landless
     1 night
     1 joined
     1 cabins
     1 detect
     1 wept
     1 drown
     1 closer
     1 snarled
     1 section
     1 mingling
     1 safety
     1 gold
     1 limbs
     1 loneliness
     1 instant
     1 carry
     1 spirit
     1 guilt
     1 certainty
     1 intelligent
     1 works
     1 stinking
     1 reproduction
     1 cannot
     1 listen
     1 bought
     1 the-the
     1 blackness
     1 folk
     1 blazed
     1 shake
     1 dainty
     1 times
     1 and-i
     1 lantern
     1 decay
     1 belonged
     1 trust
     1 electronic
     1 unwanted
     1 tenderness
     1 farther
     1 giving
     1 noting
     1 people
     1 obey
     1 depths
     1 watchers
     1 marvelous
     1 fish
     1 holdup
     1 tattoo
     1 long-jawed
     1 fecund
     1 danced
     1 interplanetary
     1 gratitude
     1 curiously
     1 stone
     1 spend
     1 kneeling
     1 building
     1 position
     1 lowest
     1 disgust
     1 recognize
     1 crammed
     1 pulse
     1 burden
     1 real
     1 torch
     1 intangible
     1 agent
     1 counting
     1 expression
     1 narrowed
     1 blasted
     1 learning
     1 drifted
     1 rushing
     1 agony-self
     1 speed
     1 pass
     1 darkside
     1 excitement
     1 existence
     1 deliberately
     1 loveliness
     1 meshing
     1 shock
     1 strains
     1 edges
     1 threat
     1 rather
     1 mental
     1 capable
     1 humming
     1 released
     1 grey
     1 incuriously
     1 crystal
     1 mastery
     1 hungry
     1 rolled
     1 tireless
     1 tools
     1 simple
     1 inherit
     1 furniture
     1 blame
     1 concentrating
     1 sea
     1 sharing
     1 dream
     1 wailing
     1 crushing
     1 talking
     1 god
     1 aboriginal-or
     1 murmured
     1 wearing
     1 flashes
     1 turning
     1 planned
     1 strands
     1 sweetly
     1 hoarsely
     1 mars
     1 dreaming
     1 quick
     1 telepathically
     1 rat-runs
     1 deftness
     1 branches-but
     1 stubby
     1 account
     1 roving
     1 man's
     1 awed
     1 advancement
     1 unwilling
     1 say
     1 grasped
     1 unsteady
     1 shivering
     1 clearing
     1 possible
     1 later
     1 prevented
     1 mountain's
     1 length
     1 lingua
     1 turn
     1 agony
     1 contrast
     1 preferred
     1 gutters
     1 goes
     1 crouched
     1 peacefulness
     1 neck
     1 soon
     1 reach
     1 patience
     1 surprisingly
     1 stall
     1 grunting
     1 immovable
     1 named-lust
     1 supplies
     1 borders
     1 fancied
     1 stud
     1 ignored
     1 breathing
     1 scream
     1 vi
     1 nonsense
     1 wave
     1 hissing
     1 takes
     1 unseen
     1 skeletal
     1 steep
     1 entirely
     1 innocent
     1 spaces
     1 expensive
     1 punished
     1 crouch
     1 chains
     1 anyone
     1 herded
     1 beat
     1 flicker
     1 marks
     1 ten
     1 eager
     1 blotted
     1 most
     1 stolid
     1 timeless
     1 chinks
     1 slender
     1 misery
     1 shapes
     1 quietly
     1 wall
     1 explained
     1 watchful
     1 clatter
     1 shifted
     1 plates
     1 fists
     1 blind
     1 uncanny
     1 snared
     1 moaned
     1 despairing
     1 forests
     1 ambush
     1 flowering
     1 her-now
     1 torchlight
     1 probably
     1 mottled
     1 taint
     1 maze
     1 misty
     1 mountain
     1 passing-bell
     1 splendidly
     1 chaotic
     1 awoke
     1 casually
     1 hull
     1 fixed
     1 accent
     1 cuffs
     1 fate
     1 ranges
     1 rogue
     1 venus
     1 themselves
     1 hanging
     1 grew
     1 fabric
     1 ragged
     1 shouting
     1 cat
     1 growled
     1 wake
     1 strangely
     1 regarded
     1 clothes
     1 hiding
     1 mongrel
     1 ability
     1 was-marith
     1 splinters
     1 rooting
     1 keen
     1 peculiar
     1 sighed
     1 bodiless
     1 steady
     1 double-banked
     1 i've
     1 vivid
     1 hopes
     1 stamped
     1 brave
     1 smallnesss
     1 saving
     1 hundred
     1 sigh
     1 doubling
     1 internal
     1 outcaste-a
     1 truth-the
     1 repulsive
     1 cliffs
     1 ash
     1 quit
     1 what's
     1 markets
     1 ghost-like
     1 forest
     1 throttling
     1 plume
     1 sorrowful
     1 beasts
     1 native-human
     1 halted
     1 mad
     1 fill
     1 descent
     1 muzzle
     1 fascination
     1 heavy-faced
     1 flashed
     1 slag
     1 streaming
     1 rough
     1 master's
     1 smooth
     1 ribs
     1 lain
     1 lacking-the
     1 hid
     1 chasms
     1 wrists
     1 creep
     1 curling
     1 raced
     1 it-and
     1 hesitated
     1 managed
     1 crouching
     1 folded
     1 fallen
     1 gaunt
     1 wrenching
     1 brows
     1 shot
     1 receive
     1 blade
     1 especially
     1 bother
     1 based
     1 tensely
     1 tingle
     1 ancient
     1 talent
     1 quarrel
     1 awakening
     1 admiration
     1 handsome
     1 grinding
     1 apparatus
     1 dying
     1 precipices
     1 scrabble
     1 gradual
     1 muffled
     1 jingled
     1 shameful
     1 nameless
     1 bodily
     1 sellers
     1 threatened
     1 overtopped
     1 softened
     1 armor
     1 harm
     1 brain
     1 steaming
     1 taste
     1 grinned
     1 trying
     1 forget
     1 consciousness
     1 noise
     1 wanton
     1 sinewy
     1 widened
     1 studied
     1 cracked
     1 lights
     1 elbows
     1 claw
     1 villages
     1 type
     1 lonely
     1 indestructible
     1 faced
     1 knelt
     1 end-and
     1 mercury's
     1 quarry
     1 caverns
     1 reaches
     1 thieves
     1 ornaments
     1 passion
     1 drenched
     1 known
     1 tingling
     1 realities
     1 repressed
     1 aimed
     1 instinctive
     1 hated
     1 pleading-just
     1 rage
     1 quarters
     1 barbaric
     1 ceased
     1 does
     1 outside
     1 belief
     1 laugh
     1 relentless
     1 knowing
     1 plied
     1 bore
     1 slab
     1 humanity
     1 unaided
     1 teachers
     1 patted
     1 ocherous
     1 wrapped
     1 content
     1 happens
     1 poignant
     1 luminous
     1 during
     1 squares
     1 lady
     1 faint
     1 blades
     1 tawdry
     1 amazed
     1 forty
     1 pressed
     1 howled
     1 forbidden'
     1 pack
     1 cruelty
     1 pig
     1 furtive
     1 climbed
     1 sour
     1 strayed
     1 radiation
     1 rotten
     1 heaps
     1 pick
     1 main
     1 blue
     1 crumbling
     1 clubbing
     1 inward
     1 shifting
     1 dress-a
     1 risk
     1 calling
     1 stealthily
     1 soften
     1 eerie
     1 safely
     1 bred
     1 crack
     1 guessed
     1 untouched
     1 cone
     1 roar
     1 english
     1 stared
     1 crawled
     1 wrecking
     1 protective
     1 citizens
     1 thoughts
     1 tanks
     1 twisting
     1 deck
     1 unfinished
     1 weakling
     1 and-this
     1 sense
     1 cadence
     1 chemical
     1 portable
     1 spine
     1 steadied
     1 snapped
     1 transmuted
     1 telepathic
     1 shivered
     1 splintering
     1 intricacies
     1 legs
     1 answering
     1 worldless
     1 bell-the
     1 images
     1 komar-metals
     1 hopeless
     1 feeling
     1 many-and
     1 swayed
     1 laps
     1 comet
     1 bedlam
     1 metallic
     1 doubt
     1 testing
     1 bird
     1 hardly
     1 sprawling
     1 cringed
     1 and-we
     1 bayed
     1 filthy
     1 piercing
     1 thieves'
     1 unruly
     1 happen
     1 brighten
     1 knocked
     1 firm
     1 grim
     1 i'd
     1 vapor
     1 lantern-glow
     1 equipment
     1 alike
     1 demand
     1 inescapable
     1 deeply
     1 matter-of-fact
     1 gaiety
     1 connected
     1 weapons
     1 quake
     1 treading
     1 guns
     1 nails
     1 square-the
     1 glory
     1 sensuous
     1 loose
     1 clay
     1 vaguely
     1 spread
     1 whimpering
     1 nostrils
     1 shower
     1 feed
     1 savage
     1 willing
     1 mixture
     1 paces
     1 anger-the
     1 her-be
     1 taking
     1 reed
     1 hole
     1 pocket
     1 cords
     1 intact
     1 generator
     1 banded
     1 forest-the
     1 easier
     1 crash
     1 apparently
     1 off-scourings
     1 painful
     1 justice
     1 ready
     1 seeping
     1 echoes
     1 tiny
     1 travel
     1 covered
     1 knees
     1 struggle
     1 dodged
     1 complicated
     1 i-and
     1 rude
     1 longer
     1 glittered
     1 originally
     1 spears
     1 housed
     1 tough-celled
     1 dismissed
     1 darkened
     1 birthplace
     1 change
     1 fearsome
     1 realize
     1 acknowledgment
     1 brute
     1 sold
     1 infinity
     1 charged
     1 wing
     1 objects
     1 unknown
     1 recede
     1 realization
     1 dread
     1 lungs
     1 bigger
     1 gripped
     1 strides
     1 sharper
     1 pure
     1 asks
     1 poetic
     1 inevitable
     1 torn
     1 knives
     1 impossible
     1 wiry
     1 wore
     1 purpose
     1 baited
     1 lingering
     1 stroke
     1 sandals
     1 ape
     1 subdue
     1 iv
     1 pose
     1 passionate
     1 draw
     1 impulsively
     1 shops
     1 momentary
     1 awhile
     1 substances
     1 crime
     1 temples
     1 nineteen
     1 five
     1 shadowy
     1 red-rimmed
     1 tell
     1 falls
     1 stiffened
     1 encephalographs
     1 electrical
     1 short
     1 door
     1 vertigo
     1 sprouted
     1 sin
     1 clangor
     1 noted
     1 leaped
     1 loss
     1 quarter
     1 tumult
     1 remained
     1 scientists
     1 structure
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  536 the
     397 i
     378 and
     242 a
     203 to
     199 of
     193 was
     156 she
     146 it
     134 in
     117 her
     104 my
     99 me
     95 on
     93 you
     85 with
     80 that
     75 out
     64 said
     60 like
     59 his
     59 had
     52 up
     52 they
     47 but
     46 were
     45 he
     44 all
     44 have
     43 just
     42 there
     41 then
     40 down
     40 for
     40 them
     39 at
     39 went
     38 laura
     37 we
     37 from
     37 not
     35 got
     35 eyes
     34 back
     34 could
     33 didn't
     31 as
     31 him
     29 what
     28 get
     28 came
     28 so
     28 over
     27 jade
     27 sindi
     27 their
     26 off
     26 do
     26 little
     26 its
     24 go
     24 something
     24 let
     24 tent
     24 way
     24 around
     22 away
     22 when
     22 couldn't
     21 show
     21 i'm
     21 if
     21 about
     20 don't
     20 knew
     20 or
     20 wasn't
     20 be
     20 one
     19 no
     19 girl
     19 enough
     19 by
     19 laska
     18 time
     18 face
     18 stopped
     18 between
     18 head
     17 can
     17 your
     17 any
     17 music
     17 put
     17 voice
     17 cat
     17 tiny
     16 still
     16 going
     16 very
     15 under
     15 human
     15 again
     15 started
     15 anything
     14 an
     14 top
     14 dead
     14 through
     14 people
     14 dark
     14 too
     14 before
     13 big
     13 thought
     13 looked
     13 us
     13 would
     13 punk
     13 know
     13 pitch
     13 brute
     13 tell
     12 hear
     12 behind
     12 right
     12 coffee
     12 more
     12 where
     12 only
     12 man
     12 tents
     12 own
     12 martian
     12 see
     12 never
     12 than
     12 hell
     12 two
     11 even
     11 white
     11 without
     11 pretty
     11 make
     11 wanted
     11 claws
     11 long
     11 blood
     11 here
     11 while
     11 inside
     11 gun
     11 crazy
     11 took
     11 found
     10 gone
     10 hair
     10 mob
     10 being
     10 animals
     10 greene
     10 wouldn't
     10 men
     10 purple
     10 close
     10 night
     10 this
     10 into
     10 why
     10 made
     10 teeth
     10 lights
     10 maybe
     10 kid
     10 take
     10 stage
     10 first
     9 em
     9 some
     9 venusian
     9 turned
     9 throat
     9 mouth
     9 cold
     9 find
     9 because
     9 saw
     9 much
     9 belly
     9 thin
     9 think
     9 caught
     9 looking
     8 did
     8 good
     8 heard
     8 kids
     8 sound
     8 feet
     8 thinking
     8 walked
     8 thing
     8 keep
     8 smell
     8 want
     8 die
     8 look
     8 venus
     8 far
     8 is
     8 suddenly
     8 lot
     8 somewhere
     8 three
     8 light
     8 across
     8 been
     7 breath
     7 job
     7 that's
     7 hot
     7 tail
     7 four
     7 fast
     7 left
     7 come
     7 died
     7 bells
     7 somebody
     7 except
     7 oh
     7 it's
     7 kill
     7 body
     7 carnival
     7 fog
     7 along
     7 yelled
     7 who
     7 wrong
     7 beyond
     7 our
     7 after
     7 screamed
     7 mercurian
     7 now
     7 dying
     7 front
     7 told
     7 dancer
     7 nothing
     7 hadn't
     7 feel
     7 i'd
     7 free
     7 ever
     6 death
     6 gave
     6 you're
     6 toward
     6 crowd
     6 crying
     6 nodded
     6 arm
     6 hands
     6 half
     6 i'll
     6 flap
     6 she's
     6 can't
     6 shut
     6 doing
     6 say
     6 kept
     6 soon
     6 stop
     6 i've
     6 bronze
     6 nobody
     6 soft
     6 beasts
     6 well
     6 yeah
     6 air
     6 hard
     6 shot
     6 outside
     6 cage
     6 are
     6 felt
     6 yet
     6 hand
     6 quiet
     6 brown
     5 he'd
     5 watching
     5 croaker
     5 sorry
     5 kind
     5 give
     5 remember
     5 how
     5 europans
     5 pain
     5 until
     5 box
     5 moved
     5 place
     5 help
     5 bunch
     5 everything
     5 call
     5 tear
     5 care
     5 silence
     5 weren't
     5 sat
     5 six
     5 midway
     5 called
     5 she'd
     5 noises
     5 wild
     5 hungry
     5 alone
     5 darrow
     5 scream
     5 cooch
     5 else
     5 other
     5 another
     5 sand-cat
     5 closed
     5 guys
     5 began
     5 things
     5 quarters
     5 anyway
     5 stand
     5 everybody
     5 boss
     5 rubes
     5 anywhere
     5 staring
     5 wings
     5 tried
     4 set
     4 laska's
     4 wet
     4 bad
     4 running
     4 move
     4 send
     4 part
     4 almost
     4 stood
     4 lots
     4 eye
     4 aisle
     4 wondered
     4 mine
     4 halflings
     4 wished
     4 mothlings
     4 cursing
     4 hind
     4 geeks
     4 shadow
     4 muscles
     4 juke
     4 nice
     4 tight
     4 space
     4 yelling
     4 must
     4 touch
     4 scared
     4 aren't
     4 laughed
     4 try
     4 killed
     4 listen
     4 dropped
     4 matter
     4 trouble
     4 saying
     4 green
     4 sea
     4 bodies
     4 kicked
     4 breathing
     4 telling
     4 nose
     4 beat
     4 hooked
     4 carny
     4 john
     4 shoulders
     4 against
     4 jammed
     4 fear
     4 words
     4 softly
     4 kissed
     4 earth
     4 tears
     4 red
     4 fingers
     4 whispered
     4 open
     4 system
     4 damien
     4 full
     4 panic
     4 shots
     4 skin
     4 warm
     4 guns
     4 loose
     4 born
     4 though
     4 shoes
     4 shook
     4 guy
     4 callisto
     4 wore
     4 heavy
     4 fired
     4 humans
     4 fur
     4 live
     3 nearest
     3 ran
     3 arms
     3 sick
     3 he's
     3 damn
     3 gate
     3 nervous
     3 law
     3 past
     3 jump
     3 fireflies
     3 living
     3 they're
     3 sure
     3 whole
     3 seen
     3 cats
     3 dance
     3 hit
     3 cat-man
     3 leaving
     3 ones
     3 carefully
     3 funny
     3 sharp
     3 cops
     3 carried
     3 packed
     3 you'll
     3 hills
     3 caffeine
     3 minutes
     3 hired
     3 shiny
     3 stay
     3 sudden
     3 beauty
     3 killing
     3 business
     3 ears
     3 clean
     3 pushed
     3 phony
     3 happened
     3 getting
     3 tilt
     3 perfume
     3 yell
     3 heart
     3 whether
     3 wind
     3 rain
     3 quite
     3 tore
     3 lizard-men
     3 hold
     3 shining
     3 suppose
     3 tearing
     3 tongue
     3 yes
     3 sign
     3 wail
     3 small
     3 held
     3 either
     3 side
     3 giving
     3 won't
     3 torch
     3 tightening
     3 cook
     3 immigration
     3 near
     3 god
     3 mars
     3 dreaming
     3 they'd
     3 laura's
     3 marks
     3 white-faced
     3 there's
     3 quietly
     3 screaming
     3 making
     3 flat
     3 accent
     3 last
     3 salt
     3 mane
     3 mad
     3 isn't
     3 pink
     3 standing
     3 easy
     3 coming
     3 catch
     3 talent
     3 showed
     3 gold-brown
     3 safe
     3 brain
     3 above
     3 claw
     3 guard
     3 few
     3 smelt
     3 old
     3 slunk
     3 faint
     3 climbed
     3 breathed
     3 pick
     3 main
     3 blue
     3 sindi's
     3 case
     3 primitive
     3 cages
     3 stared
     3 thick
     3 please
     3 opened
     3 snapped
     3 shivered
     3 might
     3 legs
     3 second
     3 leg
     3 work
     3 clawed
     3 dress
     3 nails
     3 empty
     3 bally
     3 clear
     3 five
     3 helped
     3 name
     3 moth-people
     3 high
     2 taken
     2 paws
     2 venice
     2 wait
     2 silky
     2 cool
     2 sweating
     2 wash
     2 fresh
     2 rose
     2 lid
     2 twisted
     2 sand-cat's
     2 late
     2 gets
     2 luck
     2 listened
     2 shoot
     2 shine
     2 wanting
     2 throw
     2 those
     2 passed
     2 end
     2 miss
     2 throats
     2 beautiful
     2 glaring
     2 threes
     2 fed
     2 shadows
     2 yielding
     2 spicy
     2 wide
     2 lying
     2 voices
     2 audience
     2 money
     2 tinkled
     2 sake
     2 report
     2 shrieking
     2 knows
     2 armed
     2 seven
     2 screen
     2 plenty
     2 circle
     2 mr
     2 somehow
     2 thrashing
     2 renegades
     2 break
     2 twitching
     2 sounded
     2 seemed
     2 worried
     2 hurt
     2 powerful
     2 followed
     2 scales
     2 meant
     2 thermos
     2 baby
     2 heels
     2 having
     2 creatures
     2 pressure
     2 blue-white
     2 cut
     2 beating
     2 scent
     2 round
     2 dirt
     2 distant
     2 grabbed
     2 feral
     2 sunlight
     2 quags
     2 enhali's
     2 lay
     2 cat's
     2 sore
     2 five-three
     2 god's
     2 hide
     2 answered
     2 waiting
     2 doors
     2 slug
     2 jetty
     2 threw
     2 itself
     2 hate
     2 speak
     2 easily
     2 comes
     2 scruff
     2 whatever
     2 language
     2 anybody
     2 life
     2 every
     2 fist
     2 shuddered
     2 slow
     2 faintly
     2 together
     2 noiseless
     2 aside
     2 callistan
     2 built
     2 cook's
     2 swaying
     2 heaven
     2 forever
     2 sprang
     2 fifth
     2 flexed
     2 will
     2 stars
     2 trampling
     2 forbids
     2 toes
     2 same
     2 broke
     2 drew
     2 faded
     2 pulled
     2 lost
     2 boards
     2 alive
     2 dreams
     2 cell-blocks
     2 pale
     2 shoulder
     2 done
     2 geek
     2 tumbling
     2 twenty-foot
     2 dozen
     2 venusians
     2 bullet
     2 finally
     2 tunnel
     2 cloud
     2 whistle
     2 stomach
     2 brought
     2 times
     2 pupils
     2 fought
     2 ecstasy
     2 limped
     2 danced
     2 yours
     2 grounds
     2 table
     2 outfit
     2 sleep
     2 relax
     2 uneasy
     2 dame
     2 sobbing
     2 squealing
     2 huge
     2 monday
     2 metal-cloth
     2 blur
     2 barbed
     2 rolled
     2 many
     2 wearing
     2 sitting
     2 climb
     2 shivering
     2 poured
     2 turn
     2 notice
     2 remembering
     2 softer
     2 smiled
     2 new
     2 lithe
     2 start
     2 sweet
     2 gates
     2 means
     2 barefoot
     2 fishing
     2 hi
     2 next
     2 eat
     2 wake
     2 clothes
     2 escape
     2 critters
     2 besides
     2 office
     2 towards
     2 beam
     2 hurry
     2 perch
     2 glare
     2 best
     2 slowly
     2 rolling
     2 guess
     2 fun
     2 nine
     2 earthly
     2 tiny's
     2 use
     2 pointed
     2 hoarse
     2 forget
     2 freak
     2 culver
     2 police
     2 poor
     2 line
     2 need
     2 cup
     2 young
     2 laugh
     2 working
     2 knowing
     2 darkness
     2 wreck
     2 contract
     2 listening
     2 carrying
     2 kicking
     2 saved
     2 yellow-green
     2 lifted
     2 california
     2 animal
     2 yards
     2 understood
     2 caged
     2 couple
     2 careful
     2 terror
     2 backed
     2 weight
     2 slamming
     2 hardly
     2 slugs
     2 huddled
     2 knocked
     2 nets
     2 handle
     2 paced
     2 darling
     2 deep
     2 remembered
     2 others
     2 sent
     2 spread
     2 lives
     2 savage
     2 day
     2 style
     2 using
     2 always
     2 crash
     2 tribal
     2 hammer
     2 stark
     2 quickly
     2 ought
     2 which
     2 fringe
     2 color
     2 instead
     2 torn
     2 cigarette
     2 wiry
     2 scattered
     2 enjoy
     2 short
     2 cross-shaped
     2 hopped
     2 pair
     1 load
     1 artistic
     1 lunar
     1 fair
     1 owned
     1 ionian
     1 splitting
     1 siwash
     1 crumb
     1 roared
     1 final
     1 outclassed
     1 heavily
     1 pile
     1 shakily
     1 personal
     1 whistling
     1 hillmen
     1 fainting
     1 nastily
     1 yellow
     1 spangle
     1 seconds
     1 web
     1 tapestry
     1 rainbow
     1 met
     1 sight
     1 religion
     1 dolls
     1 both
     1 dug
     1 erratically
     1 drinking
     1 gale
     1 object
     1 beauties
     1 morgues
     1 whitney
     1 stole
     1 fishhooks
     1 pulling
     1 chinning
     1 horrible
     1 beams
     1 backbone
     1 scrawny
     1 dancers
     1 higher
     1 we'll
     1 deported
     1 replaced
     1 husband
     1 sweetness
     1 suction
     1 fire
     1 graceful
     1 squad
     1 ponies
     1 beach
     1 reared
     1 jobs
     1 clawing
     1 leading
     1 bare
     1 stolen
     1 zooman
     1 divorced
     1 thrown
     1 damaged
     1 prowling
     1 lucifer
     1 tangle
     1 quicksilver
     1 refused
     1 quag
     1 splashed
     1 picked
     1 fuddle
     1 dirty
     1 destroyed
     1 curving
     1 metal
     1 half-men
     1 kibi
     1 deport
     1 half-human
     1 softness
     1 ocean
     1 bed
     1 kitties
     1 records
     1 sending
     1 solar
     1 kali
     1 sullen
     1 follow
     1 strength
     1 woman
     1 sticky
     1 prize
     1 wondering
     1 customers
     1 underneath
     1 badge
     1 banged
     1 aristocrats
     1 experienced
     1 steal
     1 bone
     1 special
     1 loudly
     1 yelping
     1 shed
     1 choking
     1 eight
     1 forward
     1 luna
     1 flicked
     1 delicate
     1 island
     1 prisoners
     1 curious
     1 hoping
     1 fuzzy
     1 sipping
     1 fury
     1 grease
     1 yawned
     1 ugly
     1 neither
     1 eyelid
     1 iii
     1 lifeless
     1 shrank
     1 ached
     1 dope-ridden
     1 firing
     1 drag
     1 state
     1 delayed
     1 purring
     1 getak
     1 preparation
     1 less
     1 skull
     1 pinning
     1 fascinating
     1 roaring
     1 earthman
     1 homicide
     1 disposition
     1 palm
     1 tip
     1 immelmans
     1 liked
     1 barely
     1 spearing
     1 pinkness
     1 pounding
     1 mind
     1 moth-men
     1 tribe
     1 ideas
     1 accented
     1 miracles
     1 lit
     1 longing
     1 uneasily
     1 brewing
     1 lousy
     1 loud
     1 stir
     1 blue-gray
     1 advertising
     1 loved
     1 write
     1 guide
     1 worse
     1 broken
     1 holes
     1 hasn't
     1 dragging
     1 gabbling
     1 leaned
     1 sank
     1 murder
     1 bite
     1 figure
     1 vanished
     1 scare
     1 boss-man
     1 walls
     1 permission
     1 six-legged
     1 spires
     1 lighting
     1 walk
     1 roustabouts
     1 straighten
     1 performer
     1 mess
     1 dived
     1 stinging
     1 pay
     1 slammed
     1 jam
     1 papers
     1 cash
     1 fierce
     1 pockets
     1 timers
     1 drooping
     1 lenses
     1 played
     1 badly
     1 pall
     1 readying
     1 falling
     1 glared
     1 personality
     1 twice
     1 cal
     1 cry
     1 phone
     1 has
     1 apart
     1 bottle
     1 rid
     1 week
     1 lamp
     1 soaking
     1 tidy
     1 wicked
     1 we'd
     1 sundown
     1 drops
     1 rusty
     1 you'd
     1 clannish
     1 rare
     1 lank
     1 crumbled
     1 emerald
     1 chin
     1 scars
     1 perhaps
     1 backs
     1 wailed
     1 westwood
     1 serve
     1 i-man
     1 tied
     1 bravely
     1 shrugged
     1 publicity
     1 flesh
     1 i-men
     1 race
     1 surging
     1 barrel
     1 york
     1 contact
     1 should
     1 wrenched
     1 heads
     1 jet
     1 boot
     1 deep-jungle
     1 tea
     1 sweeping
     1 drums
     1 empire
     1 hip
     1 switching
     1 word
     1 deader
     1 stare
     1 city
     1 shell
     1 trunks
     1 crooked
     1 curled
     1 clusters
     1 glistened
     1 wonderful
     1 slipped
     1 obbligato
     1 youngster
     1 kitty
     1 snarling
     1 swell
     1 control
     1 including
     1 black
     1 wood
     1 cases
     1 sad
     1 ticket
     1 here's
     1 talk
     1 shoved
     1 deep-purple
     1 padding
     1 gashes
     1 matched
     1 temperament
     1 mistaken
     1 concerned
     1 prelude
     1 taller
     1 stings
     1 tactful
     1 sky
     1 beginning
     1 spoke
     1 beside
     1 futile
     1 family
     1 licking
     1 hop
     1 mistake
     1 slip
     1 lean
     1 mass
     1 reputation
     1 plateaus
     1 stalks
     1 misbegotten
     1 poked
     1 lived
     1 castle
     1 kinship
     1 hates
     1 answer
     1 slim
     1 collection
     1 praising
     1 laughter
     1 violent
     1 creature
     1 bulk
     1 expect
     1 wiggled
     1 seems
     1 try-out
     1 hideous
     1 nervously
     1 juice
     1 water
     1 apiece
     1 hearts
     1 fall
     1 talented
     1 wing-spread
     1 hearing
     1 peeled
     1 greene's
     1 dive-bombing
     1 drawn
     1 grow
     1 subhuman
     1 outer
     1 crushed
     1 among
     1 pay's
     1 marbles
     1 flaws
     1 thousand
     1 fours
     1 private
     1 wrist
     1 hunters
     1 deserve
     1 inch
     1 coughed
     1 sweat
     1 stillness
     1 hunting
     1 scratches
     1 freshly
     1 juggling
     1 superstitious
     1 knuckles
     1 worlds
     1 gasped
     1 burglars
     1 cop
     1 bouncing
     1 passport
     1 bottled
     1 flanks
     1 food
     1 difficulty
     1 asleep
     1 coked
     1 tracks
     1 wisp
     1 mount
     1 raspy
     1 shortage
     1 coke
     1 glints
     1 raised
     1 given
     1 wearily
     1 hollywood
     1 parallel
     1 thugs
     1 walks
     1 fuel
     1 backing
     1 eyelids
     1 dog-and-pony
     1 mood
     1 saturday's
     1 children
     1 cleaned
     1 queer
     1 echo
     1 stringer
     1 bent
     1 howl
     1 dunno
     1 fourth
     1 sets
     1 flatlands
     1 clearly
     1 himself
     1 led
     1 wants
     1 kittenish
     1 myself
     1 wear
     1 walking
     1 tour
     1 perfectly
     1 smaller
     1 blew
     1 they've
     1 idea
     1 nightmares
     1 honor
     1 wince
     1 whites
     1 tends
     1 true
     1 tremulous
     1 hits
     1 gutting
     1 leaping
     1 leaf
     1 blowtorch
     1 believe
     1 ii
     1 moving
     1 unnatural
     1 crudely
     1 names
     1 cried
     1 doesn't
     1 locked
     1 game
     1 cave-cat
     1 raked
     1 low
     1 nearly
     1 screams
     1 fluffy
     1 piggy-back
     1 lose
     1 fell
     1 peanuts
     1 cursed
     1 spotting
     1 hatred
     1 fiddled
     1 dressing-gown
     1 accident
     1 snarled
     1 glance
     1 martians
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 rounded
     1 dances
     1 mingling
     1 sneaked
     1 vocal
     1 critter
     1 roundness
     1 safety
     1 glinted
     1 chance
     1 carry
     1 simply
     1 gawk
     1 pens
     1 works
     1 peaceful
     1 q
     1 weaving
     1 barrier
     1 shield
     1 loser
     1 rallying
     1 numb
     1 silly
     1 flattened
     1 natural-color
     1 hairlines
     1 rustle
     1 jinx
     1 really
     1 ear
     1 roosting
     1 finish
     1 interplanetary
     1 drunk
     1 stone
     1 feeding
     1 teaspoonful
     1 thigh
     1 evening
     1 building
     1 holding
     1 bounds
     1 bragging
     1 wranglers
     1 say-so
     1 bossed
     1 real
     1 wire
     1 swooped
     1 arrived
     1 icy
     1 else's
     1 speed
     1 pass
     1 peak
     1 eating
     1 ache
     1 mobs
     1 dully
     1 excitement
     1 chassis
     1 forearms
     1 boy
     1 jealousy
     1 mate
     1 edges
     1 self
     1 scotch
     1 stuff
     1 beverly
     1 who'd
     1 usual
     1 gas
     1 hope
     1 today
     1 handled
     1 nope
     1 whispering
     1 antennae
     1 plastic
     1 blame
     1 deadly
     1 worn
     1 smoking
     1 dream
     1 uncomfortably
     1 din
     1 silent
     1 jealous
     1 tangled
     1 twitched
     1 woke
     1 guaranteed
     1 talking
     1 movable
     1 gravity
     1 lips
     1 turning
     1 waxy
     1 soft-nosed
     1 cross-legged
     1 dusk
     1 ropes
     1 flashlight
     1 match
     1 riding
     1 bloody
     1 blasting
     1 nahali
     1 lashes
     1 wonders
     1 tightrope
     1 gorgeous
     1 iron
     1 split
     1 cost
     1 button
     1 ain't
     1 over-all
     1 forgotten
     1 neck
     1 permit
     1 scares
     1 great
     1 particular
     1 pictures
     1 redeem
     1 effort
     1 hunks
     1 chest
     1 putting
     1 thil
     1 herself
     1 onto
     1 come-on
     1 gashing
     1 hooks
     1 needed
     1 cutting
     1 describe
     1 father
     1 daughter
     1 anyone
     1 suck
     1 sober
     1 hiss
     1 dewy
     1 tempted
     1 asteroids
     1 nuts
     1 ten
     1 eager
     1 insides
     1 blinded
     1 weeping
     1 authorities
     1 layouts
     1 blizzard
     1 armor-plated
     1 wall
     1 punks
     1 explained
     1 chimed
     1 sleighride
     1 upon
     1 crush
     1 strong
     1 matches
     1 master
     1 probably
     1 stuck
     1 bellowing
     1 washed
     1 frightened
     1 lassos
     1 themselves
     1 malibu
     1 movies
     1 middle
     1 pony
     1 shouting
     1 halfway
     1 tomorrow
     1 hiding
     1 dump
     1 forced
     1 yowled
     1 shorter
     1 peculiar
     1 jittery
     1 sighed
     1 floodlights
     1 braided
     1 cuffed
     1 hundred
     1 snake-headed
     1 whine
     1 jaw
     1 course
     1 hurting
     1 vibrant
     1 titan
     1 friendly
     1 quit
     1 what's
     1 okay
     1 ship
     1 slashing
     1 muttering
     1 haven't
     1 suckers
     1 cot
     1 ganymede
     1 fluttering
     1 muzzle
     1 padded
     1 slippery
     1 gang
     1 none
     1 streaming
     1 skirt
     1 whimper
     1 rough
     1 precision
     1 evolved
     1 ribs
     1 possibly
     1 presently
     1 trained
     1 huskily
     1 babe
     1 clicked
     1 crimson
     1 managed
     1 quivering
     1 waited
     1 hoppy
     1 fry
     1 spit
     1 swamp-fever
     1 largely
     1 fallen
     1 golden
     1 throbbed
     1 skulls
     1 trouser
     1 cave-tiger
     1 musty
     1 double-pointed
     1 fingertips
     1 halfling
     1 bridge
     1 happier
     1 reason
     1 stretched
     1 days
     1 keeps
     1 seats
     1 drawer
     1 dried
     1 aim
     1 carnies
     1 star
     1 cat-ancestor
     1 fool
     1 mean
     1 whisper
     1 name's
     1 drugged
     1 planet
     1 grinned
     1 gives
     1 ridging
     1 yammering
     1 play
     1 noise
     1 citizenship
     1 cruel
     1 deltoids
     1 stumbling
     1 horde
     1 transference
     1 cracked
     1 bit
     1 puss
     1 naked
     1 sunsets
     1 knelt
     1 occasionally
     1 swiped
     1 slippers
     1 yourselves
     1 fine
     1 sea-green
     1 fighting
     1 smiling
     1 waking
     1 bird-men
     1 watch
     1 thighs
     1 poisoned
     1 person
     1 hammered
     1 lonesome
     1 house
     1 plus
     1 eyeballs
     1 tear-gas
     1 forbidden
     1 humanity
     1 seethed
     1 wrapped
     1 bothering
     1 mostly
     1 hours
     1 canvas
     1 squeaking
     1 painted
     1 cramped
     1 ripples
     1 clemmed
     1 steel
     1 whimpered
     1 tightness
     1 low-canaler
     1 forty
     1 splash
     1 paused
     1 honey
     1 blundered
     1 phobos
     1 exits
     1 angrily
     1 opening
     1 happening
     1 moment
     1 odd
     1 sunshine
     1 assortment
     1 risk
     1 calling
     1 superman
     1 forepaws
     1 soften
     1 strictly
     1 carload
     1 eerie
     1 we're
     1 bred
     1 lolling
     1 what's-it
     1 prove
     1 rhythm
     1 puddle
     1 extra
     1 touched
     1 braces
     1 sullenly
     1 crawled
     1 emergencies
     1 balls
     1 stupidly
     1 sane
     1 spider-people
     1 diplomatic
     1 tanks
     1 triangle
     1 glistening
     1 added
     1 remains
     1 breakage
     1 avenge
     1 sense
     1 harsher
     1 steadied
     1 breeze
     1 lifeboats
     1 history
     1 fit
     1 berries
     1 believing
     1 swing
     1 unhappy
     1 talked
     1 vicious
     1 love
     1 thrashed
     1 suitcase
     1 furry
     1 shells
     1 sell
     1 swirling
     1 gargantuan
     1 dumb
     1 old-time
     1 attention
     1 sagged
     1 afterglow
     1 rip
     1 tough
     1 smile
     1 searched
     1 corps
     1 speech
     1 sounding
     1 filthy
     1 tonight
     1 happen
     1 custard
     1 firm
     1 barbs
     1 glassy
     1 three-time
     1 waltz
     1 hey
     1 groaned
     1 darkening
     1 bringing
     1 printable
     1 whiter
     1 storage
     1 bomb
     1 cars
     1 hungrily
     1 expressly
     1 cloth
     1 worship
     1 push
     1 brilliants
     1 temporarily
     1 dim
     1 grows
     1 orders
     1 shuddering
     1 whimpering
     1 shower
     1 protest
     1 minding
     1 feed
     1 truth
     1 shriek
     1 catching
     1 green-eyed
     1 paces
     1 silk
     1 am
     1 soothing
     1 taking
     1 whiteness
     1 shalil
     1 able
     1 faces
     1 pocket
     1 dive
     1 left-footed
     1 three-dimensional
     1 froth
     1 bullets
     1 mike
     1 dressed
     1 painful
     1 swamp-edgers
     1 justice
     1 ready
     1 sand-leopard
     1 evolutionary
     1 sideways
     1 sheath-tight
     1 sleeper
     1 duck
     1 pacific
     1 longer
     1 glittered
     1 spears
     1 nightmare
     1 nor
     1 looks
     1 straw
     1 jitsi-beans
     1 fruit
     1 change
     1 sizes
     1 charged
     1 flow
     1 panics
     1 shouldn't
     1 bigger
     1 credits
     1 shrinking
     1 stepped
     1 stake
     1 once
     1 paint
     1 tracking
     1 nagging
     1 sandals
     1 ape
     1 hashish
     1 slitted
     1 draw
     1 gradually
     1 spinning
     1 general
     1 noticed
     1 lovely
     1 temples
     1 mobbed
     1 fooled
     1 gently
     1 scowled
     1 gilded
     1 sunset
     1 shirt
     1 paid
     1 leopard
     1 taped
     1 spots
     1 burn
     1 starting
     1 huh
     1 tongues
     1 years
     1 principles
     1 drop
     1 hugged
     1 room
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 1191 the
     663 and
     522 a
     478 of
     346 to
     336 was
     336 it
     323 he
     282 in
     271 his
     236 ciaran
     157 with
     146 that
     140 they
     123 on
     114 i
     112 him
     110 there
     105 were
     104 them
     100 you
     100 had
     92 but
     88 out
     87 like
     84 at
     83 mouse
     82 as
     82 up
     73 from
     72 then
     71 no
     71 eyes
     69 her
     69 light
     68 said
     67 bas
     66 stone
     60 down
     60 world
     60 for
     58 she
     56 their
     54 over
     52 all
     50 about
     49 an
     49 back
     49 kalds
     49 or
     48 didn't
     46 have
     45 time
     44 into
     44 one
     43 hunter
     42 man
     42 its
     40 got
     40 not
     39 gray
     39 again
     39 head
     38 through
     38 what
     38 came
     38 across
     37 even
     37 if
     37 face
     37 could
     36 we
     35 me
     35 by
     34 any
     34 people
     34 went
     34 be
     34 so
     33 only
     33 just
     33 made
     32 where
     32 looked
     31 harp
     31 hands
     31 still
     31 little
     31 than
     31 before
     30 long
     30 us
     29 something
     29 away
     29 never
     29 ciaran's
     28 off
     28 my
     28 way
     28 darkness
     28 whispered
     28 hermit
     27 more
     27 power
     27 going
     27 destiny
     26 began
     26 androids
     26 are
     25 can
     25 do
     25 see
     25 after
     25 nothing
     25 very
     25 hand
     25 around
     24 go
     24 don't
     24 black
     24 who
     24 dark
     24 now
     23 behind
     23 right
     23 metal
     23 human
     23 voice
     23 against
     23 suddenly
     23 been
     22 when
     22 boy
     22 wasn't
     21 some
     21 own
     21 heart
     21 body
     21 other
     21 too
     20 immortal
     20 knew
     20 cold
     20 it's
     20 will
     20 stopped
     20 shining
     20 get
     20 this
     20 between
     19 under
     19 without
     19 did
     19 feet
     18 beatha
     18 sound
     18 thing
     18 ben
     18 took
     18 two
     17 pit
     17 your
     17 come
     17 turned
     17 because
     17 crystal
     17 is
     17 looking
     16 wanted
     16 plains
     16 lay
     16 place
     16 let
     16 wands
     16 know
     16 red
     15 breath
     15 almost
     15 stood
     15 life
     15 mouth
     15 shadow
     15 want
     15 beyond
     15 forbidden
     15 though
     14 death
     14 hear
     14 whole
     14 seemed
     14 sky
     14 silence
     14 laughed
     14 small
     14 enough
     14 breathing
     14 stop
     14 hard
     14 somewhere
     14 clear
     14 floor
     13 i'm
     13 they're
     13 make
     13 moved
     13 beside
     13 built
     13 quite
     13 space
     13 himself
     13 would
     13 wand
     13 grew
     13 beasts
     13 above
     13 think
     13 started
     13 once
     13 high
     12 hair
     12 left
     12 toward
     12 arm
     12 boy's
     12 held
     12 die
     12 kiri
     12 far
     12 things
     12 hadn't
     12 run
     12 felt
     11 ran
     11 white
     11 gave
     11 music
     11 pale
     11 glow
     11 while
     11 tunnel
     11 huge
     11 god
     11 great
     11 monster
     11 look
     11 mouse's
     11 wall
     11 closed
     11 dying
     11 sunballs
     11 line
     11 young
     11 open
     11 caught
     11 ever
     11 first
     10 gone
     10 slave
     10 woman
     10 seen
     10 help
     10 dead
     10 same
     10 here
     10 raised
     10 along
     10 saw
     10 quick
     10 crouched
     10 another
     10 hell
     10 old
     10 android
     10 humans
     9 sight
     9 both
     9 hot
     9 living
     9 cross
     9 good
     9 heard
     9 legends
     9 ahead
     9 followed
     9 how
     9 evil
     9 men
     9 staff
     9 put
     9 moving
     9 marsali
     9 closer
     9 sleep
     9 rather
     9 gully
     9 flat
     9 shoulders
     9 lot
     9 need
     9 animal
     9 might
     9 free
     9 found
     9 anything
     8 yellow
     8 web
     8 set
     8 he'd
     8 fast
     8 running
     8 those
     8 strength
     8 forward
     8 struck
     8 mind
     8 straight
     8 give
     8 cut
     8 top
     8 terrible
     8 rock
     8 legend
     8 thinking
     8 thought
     8 lost
     8 led
     8 shoulder
     8 fell
     8 can't
     8 brought
     8 wild
     8 better
     8 holding
     8 many
     8 slaves
     8 soft
     8 slowly
     8 coming
     8 planet
     8 lights
     8 we're
     8 minds
     8 feeling
     8 deep
     8 empty
     8 nor
     7 four
     7 tunic
     7 died
     7 being
     7 carried
     7 reaching
     7 has
     7 flesh
     7 spoke
     7 lived
     7 happened
     7 distance
     7 burned
     7 i'll
     7 queer
     7 dreams
     7 done
     7 these
     7 fought
     7 dropped
     7 finish
     7 man's
     7 our
     7 neck
     7 blood-pink
     7 beat
     7 there's
     7 quietly
     7 maze
     7 mountain
     7 last
     7 cat
     7 why
     7 nobody
     7 gang
     7 brain
     7 softly
     7 giant
     7 working
     7 fingers
     7 moment
     7 maybe
     7 guards
     7 love
     7 tough
     7 bright
     7 always
     7 wore
     6 wait
     6 rose
     6 arms
     6 third
     6 watching
     6 sheer
     6 fury
     6 circle
     6 big
     6 strings
     6 devils
     6 crying
     6 creatures
     6 shrugged
     6 threw
     6 itself
     6 below
     6 getting
     6 slim
     6 close
     6 wind
     6 sweat
     6 passage
     6 slid
     6 bent
     6 watched
     6 walking
     6 scared
     6 believe
     6 yes
     6 called
     6 cried
     6 milky
     6 happy
     6 couch
     6 silent
     6 lips
     6 bodies
     6 reach
     6 onto
     6 ram
     6 strong
     6 busy
     6 sighed
     6 crazy
     6 well
     6 rough
     6 glare
     6 play
     6 humanity
     6 deeper
     6 fairly
     6 heat
     6 touched
     6 shivered
     6 feel
     6 border
     6 work
     6 attention
     6 finished
     6 bird
     6 others
     6 women
     6 knees
     6 slightly
     6 pure
     6 short
     6 dimmed
     6 brown
     5 sweating
     5 that's
     5 they'll
     5 sick
     5 fire
     5 past
     5 move
     5 end
     5 eternal
     5 grown
     5 wide
     5 part
     5 fact
     5 sometimes
     5 slept
     5 liked
     5 except
     5 meant
     5 niche
     5 different
     5 stronger
     5 son
     5 distant
     5 kald
     5 nodded
     5 eye
     5 let's
     5 control
     5 opaline
     5 dreamed
     5 together
     5 louder
     5 find
     5 weren't
     5 broke
     5 drew
     5 myself
     5 youth
     5 idea
     5 used
     5 true
     5 walked
     5 bitter
     5 side
     5 listen
     5 ridge
     5 won't
     5 trouble
     5 keep
     5 uneasy
     5 stringy
     5 sea
     5 talking
     5 smiled
     5 someone
     5 new
     5 khafre
     5 chains
     5 pillars
     5 barren
     5 inside
     5 air
     5 presently
     5 flickering
     5 fear
     5 standing
     5 words
     5 mean
     5 rags
     5 naked
     5 told
     5 dais
     5 created
     5 anyway
     5 blue
     5 dull
     5 mousie
     5 signs
     5 rods
     5 three
     5 weight
     5 hidden
     5 spread
     5 yet
     5 faces
     5 ready
     5 shook
     5 couldn't
     5 tried
     5 sang
     5 songs
     5 live
     4 taken
     4 already
     4 belong
     4 age
     4 plain
     4 pulsing
     4 glint
     4 bare
     4 passed
     4 beautiful
     4 growing
     4 you're
     4 platform
     4 silks
     4 leather
     4 squeezed
     4 flickered
     4 forges
     4 loved
     4 broken
     4 sharp
     4 walk
     4 crashed
     4 gypsy
     4 falling
     4 cry
     4 throat
     4 until
     4 perhaps
     4 land
     4 market
     4 hide
     4 waiting
     4 build
     4 word
     4 shell
     4 slipped
     4 singing
     4 talk
     4 beast
     4 clean
     4 scrap
     4 vague
     4 beginning
     4 ago
     4 mass
     4 harpstrings
     4 dark-haired
     4 normal
     4 movement
     4 creature
     4 lead
     4 half
     4 we've
     4 warning
     4 tight
     4 overhead
     4 judgment
     4 pulled
     4 shaggy
     4 spite
     4 doesn't
     4 minute
     4 finally
     4 cursed
     4 blank
     4 simply
     4 jerked
     4 slung
     4 matter
     4 ear
     4 green
     4 vast
     4 shut
     4 bottom
     4 hungry
     4 climb
     4 alone
     4 lashes
     4 kept
     4 kicked
     4 scream
     4 screamed
     4 much
     4 screaming
     4 blind
     4 cavern
     4 next
     4 mist
     4 wake
     4 else
     4 besides
     4 mad
     4 ball
     4 yeah
     4 isn't
     4 brighter
     4 smooth
     4 crimson
     4 realized
     4 bother
     4 edge
     4 teeth
     4 angry
     4 grinned
     4 front
     4 few
     4 fighting
     4 outside
     4 tears
     4 frozen
     4 faint
     4 blazing
     4 memory
     4 breeze
     4 rest
     4 scarred
     4 smile
     4 hardly
     4 cover
     4 skin
     4 warm
     4 nails
     4 ledge
     4 born
     4 gesture
     4 collar
     4 thief
     4 longer
     4 otherwise
     4 murderous
     4 staring
     4 take
     4 heavy
     4 quiet
     4 ramp
     4 sleeping
     4 destroy
     3 show
     3 twisted
     3 we'll
     3 knife
     3 cliff
     3 lord
     3 picked
     3 understand
     3 inches
     3 sullen
     3 theirs
     3 sure
     3 burst
     3 finger
     3 bone
     3 shiver
     3 pleasant
     3 flicked
     3 ugly
     3 neither
     3 hermit's
     3 confused
     3 roll
     3 tall
     3 hit
     3 burning
     3 somehow
     3 playing
     3 older
     3 occurred
     3 chords
     3 worse
     3 warmth
     3 walls
     3 heels
     3 also
     3 sheds
     3 furious
     3 pain
     3 shape
     3 scent
     3 round
     3 twice
     3 wouldn't
     3 hills
     3 cell
     3 cuts
     3 rusty
     3 sudden
     3 collars
     3 colored
     3 should
     3 heads
     3 ansata
     3 everything
     3 wiped
     3 speaking
     3 stirred
     3 warned
     3 jewel
     3 ears
     3 whatever
     3 oh
     3 anybody
     3 every
     3 care
     3 cattle
     3 slight
     3 silver
     3 channel
     3 aware
     3 radiance
     3 water
     3 intricate
     3 crushed
     3 among
     3 direction
     3 became
     3 tired
     3 blood
     3 sat
     3 girder
     3 kill
     3 must
     3 faded
     3 veiled
     3 alive
     3 track
     3 asked
     3 broad
     3 steps
     3 reached
     3 delicately
     3 crowded
     3 forehead
     3 game
     3 pierced
     3 spoken
     3 killed
     3 fog
     3 drove
     3 supposed
     3 size
     3 cloud
     3 reddish
     3 steud
     3 yours
     3 flared
     3 peak
     3 fisherman's
     3 hope
     3 furs
     3 rolled
     3 simple
     3 twitched
     3 crushing
     3 wrong
     3 dreaming
     3 angular
     3 swept
     3 thrumming
     3 wise
     3 shaken
     3 tune
     3 split
     3 walled
     3 vibration
     3 unseen
     3 steep
     3 flung
     3 cleft
     3 roof
     3 brutes
     3 blaze
     3 hiding
     3 steady
     3 i've
     3 sigh
     3 mane
     3 fill
     3 descent
     3 none
     3 hurry
     3 gaze
     3 clamor
     3 anger
     3 golden
     3 throbbed
     3 rolling
     3 such
     3 use
     3 filling
     3 pointed
     3 belly
     3 trying
     3 thin
     3 fine
     3 crux
     3 towns
     3 hated
     3 does
     3 knowing
     3 squares
     3 pressed
     3 climbed
     3 breathed
     3 saved
     3 stand
     3 brand
     3 red-haired
     3 blow
     3 crawled
     3 thick
     3 opened
     3 lazy
     3 hunt
     3 force
     3 plate
     3 sing
     3 legs
     3 each
     3 full
     3 kid
     3 blinking
     3 pitch
     3 worship
     3 spot
     3 taking
     3 using
     3 since
     3 gods
     3 glad
     3 tiny
     3 dust
     3 nightmare
     3 shall
     3 glowed
     3 step
     3 which
     3 bigger
     3 relaxed
     3 draw
     3 chord
     3 noticed
     3 confusion
     3 core
     3 paid
     3 name
     3 door
     3 drop
     2 nearest
     2 clinging
     2 crest
     2 fair
     2 lament
     2 panel
     2 square
     2 heavily
     2 envy
     2 pearl
     2 partly
     2 met
     2 tooth
     2 dared
     2 dragged
     2 protected
     2 perfect
     2 flashing
     2 squinted
     2 wet
     2 light-sources
     2 bad
     2 black-haired
     2 plan
     2 shudder
     2 feke
     2 chained
     2 blast
     2 wary
     2 clawing
     2 leading
     2 he's
     2 action
     2 curdled
     2 throw
     2 stolen
     2 cheek
     2 understanding
     2 damn
     2 instinct
     2 ram's
     2 original
     2 towering
     2 frail
     2 balcony
     2 harder
     2 mouths
     2 glaring
     2 underneath
     2 child
     2 lying
     2 waked
     2 occasional
     2 curious
     2 gangs
     2 silently
     2 stayed
     2 scar
     2 feeble
     2 skull
     2 tighter
     2 palm
     2 stewpot
     2 failing
     2 carefully
     2 suffering
     2 resisted
     2 laughing
     2 exhausted
     2 destruction
     2 weapon
     2 lower
     2 demons
     2 hurt
     2 hung
     2 powerful
     2 jog
     2 freaks
     2 plunged
     2 vanished
     2 chief
     2 impatiently
     2 leads
     2 forearm
     2 remember
     2 vault
     2 column
     2 lazily
     2 having
     2 animals
     2 scents
     2 unhuman
     2 paw
     2 shackled
     2 blue-white
     2 slammed
     2 rush
     2 beating
     2 packed
     2 furnaces
     2 glared
     2 fitting
     2 glorious
     2 sealed
     2 alien
     2 grabbed
     2 hunger
     2 message
     2 sunlight
     2 particularly
     2 stay
     2 startled
     2 guts
     2 beauty
     2 fight
     2 raiding
     2 clipped
     2 gypsies
     2 doors
     2 stroked
     2 grace
     2 froze
     2 physical
     2 sensitive
     2 girl
     2 stroking
     2 bend
     2 snarling
     2 grip
     2 ants
     2 pleading
     2 hate
     2 call
     2 gasping
     2 gestured
     2 wished
     2 showing
     2 snake
     2 upward
     2 nowhere
     2 pushed
     2 fist
     2 knotty
     2 slow
     2 faintly
     2 beast-pit
     2 facing
     2 sparkling
     2 freckled
     2 chill
     2 licked
     2 aside
     2 tales
     2 laughter
     2 bones
     2 stones
     2 generations
     2 hollow
     2 nervously
     2 gabble
     2 unfamiliar
     2 slowed
     2 fall
     2 stories
     2 awe
     2 whether
     2 hearing
     2 sprang
     2 remotely
     2 sleepy
     2 pieces
     2 servants
     2 brief
     2 sprawled
     2 private
     2 wrist
     2 nice
     2 hermits
     2 stillness
     2 knuckles
     2 weeks
     2 man-made
     2 food
     2 flowed
     2 waste
     2 hold
     2 asleep
     2 smelled
     2 broadcast
     2 link
     2 squat
     2 children
     2 gossip
     2 cared
     2 tongue
     2 perfectly
     2 says
     2 wife
     2 doom
     2 leaping
     2 clouded
     2 desire
     2 balances
     2 base
     2 fragments
     2 floating
     2 trap
     2 pull
     2 briefly
     2 shuffle
     2 hurled
     2 low
     2 worrying
     2 dazed
     2 ate
     2 either
     2 snarled
     2 gold
     2 chance
     2 picklock
     2 cradled
     2 stomach
     2 blackness
     2 blazed
     2 shake
     2 feared
     2 yelled
     2 farther
     2 source
     2 pillowed
     2 curiously
     2 cracks
     2 flash
     2 building
     2 position
     2 pillar
     2 nest
     2 real
     2 expression
     2 impatient
     2 cities
     2 eventually
     2 jumble
     2 abruptly
     2 doing
     2 universe
     2 dense
     2 shock
     2 muscular
     2 save
     2 exist
     2 whispering
     2 deadly
     2 dream
     2 turning
     2 sitting
     2 they'd
     2 begun
     2 say
     2 unsteady
     2 later
     2 seething
     2 iron
     2 agony
     2 motion
     2 sparks
     2 forgotten
     2 angles
     2 stumbled
     2 difference
     2 wave
     2 herself
     2 curved
     2 lids
     2 start
     2 father
     2 idiocy
     2 flicker
     2 sheath
     2 handy
     2 song
     2 waist
     2 skepticism
     2 fists
     2 means
     2 making
     2 probably
     2 decided
     2 collapsed
     2 smash
     2 fate
     2 frightened
     2 themselves
     2 ragged
     2 instructions
     2 missing
     2 thumb
     2 healthy
     2 hundred
     2 jaw
     2 course
     2 locks
     2 titan
     2 wanderings
     2 forest
     2 strange
     2 streaming
     2 instinctively
     2 pleasure
     2 atlantis
     2 impulse
     2 managed
     2 prevail
     2 waited
     2 jewel-tipped
     2 sunball
     2 breaking
     2 pungent
     2 pink
     2 easy
     2 rise
     2 blindness
     2 erect
     2 soulless
     2 afraid
     2 showed
     2 filled
     2 reason
     2 edged
     2 mattered
     2 bodily
     2 corpse
     2 sung
     2 safe
     2 whisper
     2 forget
     2 matters
     2 widened
     2 choked
     2 worked
     2 beard
     2 smiling
     2 yourself
     2 dizzy
     2 kissed
     2 rage
     2 inhabitants
     2 earth
     2 powered
     2 eyeballs
     2 lighted
     2 unless
     2 paused
     2 fork
     2 lip
     2 honey
     2 faintest
     2 carrying
     2 kicking
     2 nerves
     2 opening
     2 inward
     2 collar-mate
     2 litany
     2 grimly
     2 eerie
     2 fires
     2 safely
     2 opalescence
     2 stared
     2 twisting
     2 added
     2 home
     2 couple
     2 judged
     2 sense
     2 awake
     2 clank
     2 smeared
     2 careful
     2 several
     2 girdle
     2 whose
     2 vicious
     2 second
     2 terror
     2 lock
     2 dumb
     2 wish
     2 shaft
     2 metallic
     2 panic
     2 stalactites
     2 cringed
     2 stew
     2 heel
     2 knocked
     2 dry
     2 handle
     2 opalescent
     2 bringing
     2 guided
     2 remembered
     2 believed
     2 loose
     2 sent
     2 dim
     2 demigod
     2 eternity
     2 chain
     2 stripped
     2 fail
     2 catching
     2 hummed
     2 pin
     2 cords
     2 stream
     2 stony
     2 machinery
     2 someday
     2 covered
     2 other's
     2 stopping
     2 laboring
     2 remote
     2 quickly
     2 served
     2 anywhere
     2 scrambling
     2 change
     2 yellowish
     2 expecting
     2 machine
     2 centuries
     2 shaking
     2 color
     2 struggling
     2 sort
     2 ask
     2 stepped
     2 shrieked
     2 temples
     2 scowled
     2 seem
     2 falls
     2 town
     2 huh
     2 tongues
     2 thirst
     2 leaped
     2 fur
     2 touching
     2 underground
     2 party
     2 workers
     2 room
     1 perverted
     1 dwelling
     1 sheathed
     1 haste
     1 uncertainly
     1 fairish
     1 workshops
     1 waterworn
     1 mild
     1 smells
     1 oath
     1 telepathy
     1 appropriate
     1 finality
     1 crown
     1 safest
     1 1
     1 stirring
     1 em
     1 thickly
     1 knowledge
     1 danger
     1 jeweled
     1 gleam
     1 psychic
     1 triumph
     1 valves
     1 pile
     1 barrens
     1 drunkard
     1 milk
     1 girlish
     1 meantime
     1 gambling
     1 exposure
     1 rainbow
     1 atoms
     1 humanitarianism
     1 detached
     1 cowers
     1 parties
     1 gentleman
     1 driven
     1 birth
     1 toiled
     1 regular
     1 flares
     1 rhythmic
     1 tumbled
     1 brilliant
     1 defy
     1 cocked
     1 thunder
     1 skirmish
     1 occasion
     1 pulling
     1 drowsy
     1 beams
     1 android's
     1 nibbled
     1 sulkily
     1 bleeding
     1 higher
     1 late
     1 burners
     1 foot
     1 half-seen
     1 shale
     1 scarce
     1 dimly
     1 gets
     1 sweetness
     1 construction
     1 pot
     1 tail
     1 dagon
     1 staggered
     1 witch-lights
     1 meat
     1 graceful
     1 affected
     1 stabbing
     1 wine
     1 mercifully
     1 dimness
     1 unbelief
     1 meteorite
     1 warping
     1 girl's
     1 newcomers
     1 temple
     1 impotency
     1 harsh
     1 iron-gray
     1 wanting
     1 tensed
     1 elderly
     1 vats
     1 widespread
     1 shacks
     1 corridors
     1 shelter
     1 wheels
     1 thrown
     1 stooped
     1 fugitives
     1 friction
     1 tangle
     1 flame
     1 clashing
     1 faster
     1 cuff
     1 snorted
     1 murdering
     1 ridiculous
     1 votive
     1 mysterious
     1 curving
     1 rattle
     1 tricks
     1 trail
     1 inventive
     1 cooed
     1 brat
     1 moments
     1 jewel-fire
     1 obedient
     1 buildings
     1 shag
     1 accepted
     1 softness
     1 g-string
     1 subjugated
     1 jump
     1 sending
     1 branded
     1 urged
     1 unresponsive
     1 imprisonment
     1 toyed
     1 symbol
     1 bloodless
     1 endless
     1 concentration
     1 unreal
     1 hysterics
     1 threes
     1 practice
     1 sorry
     1 definitely
     1 fed
     1 whistled
     1 overhang
     1 struggled
     1 shadows
     1 smoke
     1 pretty
     1 send
     1 cautiously
     1 revolts
     1 pal
     1 banged
     1 mesh-metal
     1 yarns
     1 stubborn
     1 flood
     1 carelessly
     1 sacred
     1 obscure
     1 voices
     1 distantly
     1 crept
     1 palms
     1 awful
     1 traveling
     1 half-crouched
     1 melee
     1 hoped
     1 deadfall
     1 delicate
     1 zig-zag
     1 argot
     1 3
     1 rang
     1 rocky
     1 mountains
     1 snarl
     1 sounds
     1 unmarked
     1 shrank
     1 kilt
     1 rim
     1 explosion
     1 sparked
     1 numbness
     1 thickness
     1 convinced
     1 pipe
     1 plenty
     1 file
     1 dignity
     1 beast-eyes
     1 least
     1 less
     1 insects
     1 hyperborea
     1 devil
     1 deserted
     1 twelve
     1 crowd
     1 slashed
     1 passing
     1 tip
     1 hitting
     1 ones
     1 thrashing
     1 respect
     1 fey
     1 laced
     1 suffused
     1 brush
     1 desperation
     1 stiffening
     1 bells
     1 lengths
     1 somebody
     1 adjustment
     1 levels
     1 yearning
     1 rapidly
     1 moan
     1 disappeared
     1 bending
     1 tribe
     1 ideas
     1 lengthening
     1 break
     1 hackles
     1 twitching
     1 hallway
     1 sounded
     1 funny
     1 ladle
     1 life-blood
     1 untouchable
     1 scratching
     1 telepaths
     1 lousy
     1 view
     1 sucked
     1 herding
     1 sexless
     1 thickening
     1 culture
     1 choice
     1 holes
     1 desolate
     1 recent
     1 cliff-face
     1 full-throated
     1 crust
     1 gnarled
     1 rippling
     1 sharply
     1 schmaltz
     1 flooding
     1 leaned
     1 backwater
     1 expectant
     1 unique
     1 sandaled
     1 subdued
     1 scare
     1 windows
     1 may
     1 relieved
     1 directs
     1 lighting
     1 veins
     1 moisture
     1 wires
     1 number
     1 shields
     1 rocked
     1 test
     1 coastal
     1 armorers
     1 angkor
     1 numbed
     1 retained
     1 ninety
     1 lusterless
     1 wills
     1 emptiness
     1 caring
     1 tricked
     1 crumble
     1 irregularity
     1 opals
     1 exhaustion
     1 incomprehensible
     1 reinforcements
     1 nonhuman
     1 awesome
     1 awkwardly
     1 arches
     1 stragglers
     1 somebody's
     1 chuckled
     1 played
     1 dangerous
     1 hitherto
     1 swift
     1 comfortable
     1 booting
     1 forth
     1 existed
     1 jumbled
     1 gaps
     1 wind-eroded
     1 you'll
     1 tremble
     1 remorseless
     1 flies
     1 avarice
     1 tossed
     1 dominant
     1 grunted
     1 limitless
     1 apart
     1 harp-song
     1 careless
     1 pushing
     1 coarse
     1 sniffed
     1 shallow
     1 qualm
     1 square-hewn
     1 self-contained
     1 resignedly
     1 opal-tinted
     1 shiny
     1 wicked
     1 we'd
     1 you'd
     1 fastened
     1 harshly
     1 scuffle
     1 wrinkles
     1 bet
     1 effect
     1 chain-gang
     1 backs
     1 pyramidal
     1 feathers
     1 priests
     1 merge
     1 winning
     1 drifting
     1 learned
     1 serve
     1 obviously
     1 child-desire
     1 dancing
     1 breast
     1 lots
     1 hauled
     1 definite
     1 nervousness
     1 note
     1 flanking
     1 light-source
     1 curl
     1 atlantea
     1 barrel
     1 weakened
     1 prayer
     1 comfortably
     1 banners
     1 killing
     1 cloaked
     1 stink
     1 frequently
     1 jiggler
     1 riffraff
     1 tickled
     1 city
     1 wrinkled
     1 slide
     1 antiquity
     1 exertion
     1 moaning
     1 wonderful
     1 peering
     1 fewer
     1 combing
     1 toad's
     1 important
     1 good-natured
     1 slinging
     1 lance
     1 flick
     1 practically
     1 total
     1 mine
     1 including
     1 5
     1 altered
     1 speak
     1 mystery
     1 ballads
     1 jar
     1 symbols
     1 grids
     1 screens
     1 idle
     1 colder
     1 eyelashes
     1 shoved
     1 desperately
     1 easily
     1 comes
     1 unsuspecting
     1 remarkable
     1 rational
     1 staggering
     1 weak
     1 rippled
     1 earshot
     1 lifting
     1 reminded
     1 drive
     1 newly
     1 raid
     1 sometime
     1 permanent
     1 doomed
     1 battles
     1 ant-scurryings
     1 taller
     1 laxness
     1 pressing
     1 quicker
     1 boulder
     1 ages
     1 stunningly
     1 lean
     1 fledged
     1 formed
     1 handful
     1 shins
     1 hotter
     1 toy
     1 clash
     1 poked
     1 shuffled
     1 boredom
     1 man-shaped
     1 blinding
     1 smart
     1 urgency
     1 oil
     1 twos
     1 imaginations
     1 mid-leap
     1 frame
     1 salute
     1 rock-tears
     1 revealed
     1 large
     1 attempt
     1 sonorous
     1 bulk
     1 gathered
     1 trembling
     1 rabbit
     1 fuss
     1 trapper
     1 yells
     1 thick-shouldered
     1 cursing
     1 nag
     1 leaves
     1 yell
     1 mechanism
     1 beings
     1 lean-tos
     1 shored
     1 ringed
     1 slaving
     1 forever
     1 rankness
     1 muster
     1 unconsciousness
     1 thanks
     1 depthless
     1 promise
     1 minor
     1 civilized
     1 noisily
     1 blank-faced
     1 countries
     1 remorse
     1 battering
     1 shepherd's
     1 penetrating
     1 bars
     1 fermenting
     1 drawn
     1 grow
     1 muscle
     1 drowned
     1 decision
     1 gobi
     1 crawling
     1 glimpse
     1 sulking
     1 jumped
     1 hemmed
     1 fours
     1 hello
     1 pearly
     1 rain
     1 tore
     1 kald's
     1 indeed
     1 wilderness
     1 hunting
     1 fifteen
     1 strife
     1 impenetrable
     1 gravitic
     1 striving
     1 clogged
     1 swarming
     1 gasped
     1 toes
     1 rays
     1 loping
     1 coldness
     1 independent
     1 quality
     1 trappers
     1 bits
     1 sob
     1 prayed
     1 named
     1 dream-mist
     1 sons
     1 explanation
     1 7
     1 wisp
     1 doubled
     1 you've
     1 eaten
     1 alarm
     1 fragile
     1 given
     1 parts
     1 mammoth
     1 attack
     1 breathe
     1 eyelids
     1 mood
     1 seared
     1 yelling
     1 furiously
     1 suppose
     1 echo
     1 motioned
     1 body-hair
     1 indescribable
     1 fourth
     1 temper
     1 touch
     1 tinge
     1 solemn
     1 trip
     1 fangs
     1 heap
     1 loops
     1 spins
     1 bank
     1 straightened
     1 blew
     1 tatters
     1 they've
     1 spring
     1 whites
     1 story
     1 swinging
     1 unpleasant
     1 background
     1 ground
     1 beneath
     1 sparkle
     1 fashion
     1 harping
     1 trailing
     1 afterward
     1 quivered
     1 stamping
     1 sign
     1 aren't
     1 knotted
     1 mesh
     1 curly
     1 womb
     1 unnatural
     1 plains-forbidden
     1 mesmeric
     1 tremor
     1 tantalizingly
     1 roughly
     1 lambent
     1 point
     1 functions
     1 visible
     1 locked
     1 fancy
     1 repeated
     1 plant
     1 clasped
     1 meshes
     1 trot
     1 suns
     1 lose
     1 rubble
     1 nestling
     1 snap
     1 tossing
     1 goaded
     1 ladled
     1 tenth
     1 peace
     1 night
     1 bluish
     1 knifing
     1 purr
     1 dials
     1 hell-fire
     1 symbolism
     1 shielding
     1 glance
     1 flowing
     1 leave
     1 section
     1 nose-buttons
     1 slopes
     1 invisible
     1 mingling
     1 roundness
     1 lines
     1 limbs
     1 dirge
     1 quarreled
     1 boy-god's
     1 fumbled
     1 camped
     1 guardian
     1 bordermen
     1 peaceful
     1 broodingly
     1 lap
     1 ugliness
     1 worshipped
     1 times
     1 soul
     1 pupils
     1 sentient
     1 noises
     1 calm
     1 coal
     1 married
     1 rigid
     1 belonged
     1 lounging
     1 trust
     1 numb
     1 curves
     1 seeing
     1 shapeless
     1 flattened
     1 coals
     1 obey
     1 local
     1 really
     1 semi-darkness
     1 sensed
     1 dead-black
     1 danced
     1 gratitude
     1 serious
     1 power-wave
     1 life-spans
     1 spend
     1 daze
     1 saying
     1 mound
     1 climbing
     1 professionally
     1 rug
     1 pulse
     1 treetop
     1 reflection
     1 country
     1 frighteningly
     1 bring
     1 penetrated
     1 drifted
     1 overcome
     1 relax
     1 pass
     1 semi-drugged
     1 excitement
     1 existence
     1 respected
     1 unfocused
     1 ourselves
     1 forearms
     1 thief's
     1 hub
     1 plucked
     1 hairy
     1 honeymoon
     1 stuff
     1 cute
     1 smell
     1 soaring
     1 key
     1 wrap
     1 gripping
     1 monstrous
     1 usual
     1 market-places
     1 long-haired
     1 natural
     1 2
     1 stretching
     1 stating
     1 mingled
     1 lounged
     1 disappearing
     1 unthinking
     1 dawn
     1 deathbed
     1 bruised
     1 weaker
     1 terrified
     1 cimmerians
     1 mixing
     1 shimmered
     1 worn
     1 owning
     1 expected
     1 near
     1 jealous
     1 contemptuous
     1 wailing
     1 woke
     1 fat
     1 swimming
     1 murmured
     1 hard-bitten
     1 freed
     1 punch
     1 pulsed
     1 hoarsely
     1 close-packed
     1 two-thirds
     1 graved
     1 yawning
     1 ripped
     1 ropes
     1 discouraged
     1 bloody
     1 prisoned
     1 gash
     1 questions
     1 seldom
     1 shivering
     1 wherein
     1 knotting
     1 length
     1 poured
     1 marsali's
     1 half-animal
     1 furtively
     1 portent
     1 soon
     1 origin
     1 remembering
     1 pictures
     1 butt
     1 grunting
     1 effort
     1 ankle
     1 narrow
     1 dusky
     1 roughness
     1 strongest
     1 wavered
     1 opportunity
     1 roamed
     1 goad
     1 hunch
     1 witch-glow
     1 grayness
     1 takes
     1 planet's
     1 lithe
     1 buckle
     1 puddles
     1 halt
     1 suddenness
     1 timbers
     1 image-patterns
     1 moodily
     1 servitude
     1 changed
     1 suck
     1 dew
     1 herded
     1 floors
     1 acquired
     1 intent
     1 disturbed
     1 ten
     1 insides
     1 material
     1 sweet
     1 groups
     1 hoop-shavers
     1 detailed
     1 most
     1 slender
     1 triangular
     1 ducked
     1 prickles
     1 explained
     1 watchful
     1 archway
     1 folklore
     1 lax
     1 crush
     1 forests
     1 master
     1 hazel
     1 cleared
     1 ranks
     1 misty
     1 freeing
     1 fainter
     1 starch
     1 analysis
     1 meaningless
     1 harness
     1 fixed
     1 physique
     1 stuck
     1 charcoal
     1 unhumans
     1 wives'
     1 spreading
     1 attacking
     1 cheeks
     1 uh
     1 flying
     1 jerking
     1 shimmering
     1 middle
     1 attitudes
     1 eat
     1 defeated
     1 towered
     1 focus
     1 pebble
     1 splinters
     1 shorter
     1 peculiar
     1 elastic
     1 settled
     1 preparing
     1 cuffed
     1 vivid
     1 escape
     1 brave
     1 studying
     1 starved
     1 thinness
     1 vagrant
     1 jabbing
     1 scooped
     1 wars
     1 glanced
     1 vibrant
     1 jabbed
     1 blurred
     1 parents
     1 boys
     1 thudded
     1 quit
     1 friendly
     1 what's
     1 runs
     1 necks
     1 spilling
     1 mayapan
     1 liking
     1 ship
     1 opal
     1 age-long
     1 death-whisper
     1 thrill
     1 buzz
     1 ruled
     1 haven't
     1 bowed-over
     1 laid
     1 frantic
     1 padded
     1 unslung
     1 evidently
     1 dispassionately
     1 slippery
     1 faith
     1 tails
     1 phrygian
     1 beam
     1 scaling
     1 ribs
     1 examined
     1 various
     1 automatic
     1 pitifully
     1 bony
     1 wing-beats
     1 jab
     1 perch
     1 hid
     1 attached
     1 trained
     1 wrists
     1 marginal
     1 fished
     1 crane
     1 professionals
     1 rubbish
     1 sheathes
     1 exploded
     1 proved
     1 scale
     1 best
     1 tapestries
     1 filth
     1 bucked
     1 crouching
     1 vibrations
     1 gaunt
     1 wrenching
     1 attempting
     1 troughed
     1 brows
     1 manhood
     1 blade
     1 tuck
     1 scrambled
     1 blood-drop
     1 skulls
     1 beatific
     1 fairness
     1 regularly
     1 guess
     1 hun-lahun-mehen
     1 fingertips
     1 floated
     1 gestures
     1 cooling
     1 handsome
     1 reflex
     1 selfish
     1 choke
     1 bas's
     1 unveil
     1 happier
     1 strum
     1 stretched
     1 knockouts
     1 up-curving
     1 agonized
     1 muffled
     1 throbbing
     1 brightness
     1 clarity
     1 powers
     1 aim
     1 expressionless
     1 oldest
     1 responsibility
     1 hoarse
     1 pennies
     1 duller
     1 halo
     1 conscience
     1 guarded
     1 gives
     1 4
     1 freak
     1 conflicting
     1 transference
     1 smoky
     1 cracked
     1 churned
     1 bit
     1 villages
     1 speared
     1 nudged
     1 snakes
     1 bellowed
     1 guard
     1 faced
     1 breaths
     1 excuse
     1 helix
     1 kidneys
     1 nests
     1 spawned
     1 intervals
     1 spider
     1 wine-shops
     1 poor
     1 waking
     1 thieves
     1 lucky
     1 prisms
     1 bandy
     1 horse
     1 passion
     1 drenched
     1 slave-pen
     1 instinctive
     1 admiring
     1 stalactite
     1 shout
     1 stunned
     1 emotion
     1 quarters
     1 spoiled
     1 girders
     1 jarring
     1 skins
     1 bellies
     1 spiral
     1 tale
     1 melody
     1 bore
     1 transported
     1 wrapped
     1 thundering
     1 heredity
     1 spun
     1 portion
     1 god-king
     1 heartbeats
     1 enjoying
     1 lightly
     1 shaped
     1 eerily
     1 someones
     1 gullies
     1 judging
     1 ripples
     1 whimpered
     1 height
     1 forty
     1 listening
     1 bandy-legged
     1 blundered
     1 according
     1 grass
     1 cycle
     1 joint
     1 webbed
     1 radiation
     1 heaps
     1 pick
     1 main
     1 morning
     1 hunched
     1 twined
     1 defiant
     1 centrifugal
     1 angrily
     1 lock-step
     1 arch
     1 hah
     1 marble
     1 incline
     1 closing
     1 enormously
     1 isolated
     1 reserve
     1 tightened
     1 lifted
     1 risk
     1 calling
     1 brains
     1 fisherman
     1 heave
     1 thanking
     1 wheat
     1 places
     1 haze
     1 surface
     1 hesitantly
     1 indisputable
     1 lolling
     1 fistful
     1 veil
     1 rhythm
     1 ringing
     1 games
     1 struggles
     1 sullenly
     1 sensation
     1 protective
     1 innocence
     1 sane
     1 urgently
     1 thoughts
     1 brutally
     1 random
     1 letting
     1 everybody
     1 unfinished
     1 caged
     1 conceived
     1 hammering
     1 physically
     1 apex
     1 lope
     1 tending
     1 steadied
     1 snapped
     1 exquisite
     1 texture
     1 swing
     1 grizzle
     1 chose
     1 emphatic
     1 eyeball
     1 answering
     1 mechanical
     1 skill
     1 brawl
     1 haltingly
     1 thrashed
     1 tipped
     1 trinket
     1 swirling
     1 affinity
     1 hopeless
     1 6
     1 army
     1 wisdom
     1 grave
     1 swayed
     1 bracken
     1 controlling
     1 laps
     1 swooping
     1 suggests
     1 strengthened
     1 menacing
     1 limit
     1 thudding
     1 one's
     1 red-bearded
     1 taverns
     1 blueness
     1 drunkard's
     1 worst
     1 fluttered
     1 thieves'
     1 possession
     1 happen
     1 huddled
     1 rule
     1 slipping
     1 command
     1 covering
     1 combed
     1 thickened
     1 joints
     1 hand-smoothed
     1 glassy
     1 warren
     1 ledges
     1 hey
     1 groaned
     1 livid
     1 till
     1 curtains
     1 deeply
     1 ring
     1 intricately
     1 suit
     1 hunk
     1 horizon
     1 sun
     1 bottomless
     1 unsafe
     1 tips
     1 weariness
     1 ox-goads
     1 changes
     1 described
     1 glory
     1 fault
     1 orders
     1 clouding
     1 amazement
     1 whimpering
     1 lives
     1 flaming
     1 controls
     1 savage
     1 slugging
     1 jewel-fires
     1 ladders
     1 pattern
     1 patiently
     1 day
     1 qualms
     1 bathe
     1 whiteness
     1 pompously
     1 bard
     1 signal
     1 smudged
     1 ludicrous
     1 humorous
     1 normally
     1 enslaved
     1 appeared
     1 wooden
     1 bitten
     1 grinning
     1 pleasantly
     1 crash
     1 painful
     1 thread
     1 pools
     1 subjugation
     1 level
     1 jewel-tips
     1 borrow
     1 troubled
     1 struggle
     1 mar
     1 duck
     1 squirmed
     1 corner
     1 wind-galleries
     1 bier
     1 glittered
     1 quiver
     1 limp
     1 woman's
     1 looks
     1 swallowed
     1 pleasurable
     1 challenge
     1 sword
     1 down-slope
     1 rushed
     1 purity
     1 cave-mouth
     1 daylight
     1 tawny
     1 nature-eroded
     1 overcooking
     1 stubbornness
     1 spill
     1 familiar
     1 loop
     1 egg
     1 weakly
     1 instead
     1 lumps
     1 bland
     1 uncaring
     1 cower
     1 spate
     1 barrel-shaped
     1 stiffen
     1 watchfully
     1 torn
     1 inclination
     1 screening
     1 knives
     1 lashless
     1 maintained
     1 one-eyed
     1 wiry
     1 shrinking
     1 cave
     1 turns
     1 read
     1 lingering
     1 dimming
     1 balconied
     1 ape
     1 headed
     1 landed
     1 moss-grown
     1 irritably
     1 enjoy
     1 gradually
     1 general
     1 five
     1 club
     1 list
     1 tell
     1 stiffened
     1 massive
     1 insanity
     1 smallest
     1 clung
     1 babies
     1 revelations
     1 thrum
     1 fusing
     1 helped
     1 titans
     1 subatomic
     1 learn
     1 buried
     1 gleaming
     1 taboo
     1 blasphemy
     1 manifest
     1 sides
     1 sin
     1 burn
     1 starting
     1 threaded
     1 rear
     1 swore
     1 quarter
     1 hypnosis
     1 ghosts
     1 leap
     1 stitch
     1 picture
     1 structure
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  817 the
     476 and
     277 he
     248 of
     226 to
     188 a
     178 was
     178 it
     170 his
     154 kirk
     150 you
     145 in
     110 that
     96 they
     95 her
     89 said
     84 them
     83 him
     83 up
     80 with
     80 on
     79 at
     75 but
     70 there
     70 had
     70 i
     68 were
     64 out
     54 ship
     52 for
     50 down
     50 she
     48 we
     47 from
     44 over
     43 all
     42 like
     41 yellow
     41 eyes
     40 back
     40 not
     39 no
     39 samel
     37 didn't
     37 what
     37 piruts
     36 girl
     36 about
     34 into
     33 as
     33 then
     33 so
     32 have
     31 let
     31 heat-stones
     31 be
     31 one
     29 head
     28 kirk's
     27 us
     27 could
     26 officers
     26 don't
     26 men
     26 do
     26 little
     26 know
     25 captain's
     25 going
     25 way
     25 went
     25 wall
     24 go
     24 rock
     24 looked
     23 right
     23 me
     23 just
     23 got
     23 made
     23 been
     22 away
     22 cold
     22 randl
     22 saw
     22 heat
     21 off
     21 wind
     21 daughter
     21 this
     21 their
     20 behind
     20 something
     20 man
     20 than
     20 came
     20 too
     20 started
     19 ma
     19 two
     19 looking
     18 did
     18 hands
     18 would
     18 get
     18 began
     18 are
     18 took
     18 officer
     17 can
     17 he'd
     17 under
     17 more
     17 kill
     17 enough
     17 voice
     17 captain
     17 shags
     16 even
     16 big
     16 feet
     16 jakk
     16 through
     16 again
     16 lil
     16 across
     16 before
     15 your
     15 any
     15 only
     15 ones
     15 turned
     15 box
     15 black
     15 long
     15 when
     15 see
     15 never
     15 father
     15 ladder
     15 against
     15 hard
     15 now
     15 think
     15 gullies
     15 around
     14 if
     14 somebody
     14 hans
     14 time
     14 stopped
     14 by
     14 want
     14 who
     14 why
     14 is
     14 wes
     14 very
     14 anything
     13 i'm
     13 plain
     13 hair
     13 pa
     13 i'll
     13 or
     12 huts
     12 you're
     12 where
     12 heard
     12 some
     12 my
     12 it's
     12 close
     12 still
     12 thought
     12 body
     12 spear
     12 fell
     12 killed
     12 grey
     12 wasn't
     12 after
     12 look
     12 suddenly
     12 lot
     12 nothing
     12 maybe
     12 thick
     12 light
     12 hand
     11 hot
     11 make
     11 sound
     11 knew
     11 own
     11 stones
     11 here
     11 laughed
     11 listen
     11 stone
     11 keep
     11 much
     11 well
     11 things
     11 red
     11 we're
     11 take
     10 hit
     10 curtain
     10 talk
     10 beside
     10 face
     10 we've
     10 put
     10 pupils
     10 won't
     10 people
     10 shoulders
     10 thin
     10 three
     10 warm
     10 between
     10 shook
     10 first
     9 wait
     9 arms
     9 gorge
     9 understand
     9 pirut
     9 come
     9 stood
     9 baby
     9 dead
     9 thinking
     9 shoulder
     9 better
     9 shut
     9 beyond
     9 its
     9 other
     9 told
     9 young
     9 whispered
     9 caught
     9 shivered
     9 felt
     9 though
     9 always
     9 heavy
     9 door
     8 hear
     8 that's
     8 third
     8 move
     8 without
     8 sorry
     8 moved
     8 blood
     8 himself
     8 called
     8 held
     8 yelled
     8 holding
     8 say
     8 kept
     8 slowly
     8 belly
     8 since
     8 ever
     8 couldn't
     8 randl's
     8 drop
     7 metal
     7 pretty
     7 forward
     7 left
     7 kids
     7 wanted
     7 broken
     7 sharp
     7 how
     7 place
     7 power
     7 ears
     7 getting
     7 raised
     7 cried
     7 while
     7 can't
     7 doing
     7 die
     7 many
     7 talking
     7 bodies
     7 great
     7 breathing
     7 chest
     7 someone
     7 stop
     7 flat
     7 world
     7 coming
     7 everybody
     7 might
     7 echoes
     7 five
     7 room
     6 ran
     6 breath
     6 rocks
     6 knife
     6 meat
     6 girl's
     6 watching
     6 fast
     6 running
     6 those
     6 shag
     6 an
     6 seen
     6 almost
     6 hurt
     6 pillbox
     6 followed
     6 crying
     6 pain
     6 you'll
     6 wouldn't
     6 nodded
     6 help
     6 should
     6 hate
     6 aside
     6 heart
     6 engineers
     6 hunting
     6 six
     6 hold
     6 queer
     6 watched
     6 tongue
     6 because
     6 gold
     6 thing
     6 dropped
     6 matter
     6 trouble
     6 quick
     6 our
     6 crouched
     6 there's
     6 else
     6 i've
     6 what's
     6 standing
     6 hadn't
     6 samel's
     6 truth
     6 taking
     6 crash
     6 tiny
     6 knees
     6 found
     6 once
     6 tried
     6 babies
     5 gone
     5 em
     5 four
     5 child
     5 sacred
     5 knows
     5 good
     5 toward
     5 mob
     5 drifts
     5 walls
     5 cry
     5 has
     5 eye
     5 fight
     5 bar
     5 everything
     5 wondered
     5 below
     5 life
     5 pushed
     5 arm
     5 together
     5 will
     5 tight
     5 must
     5 done
     5 scared
     5 moving
     5 aren't
     5 try
     5 sucking-plant
     5 jerked
     5 climbing
     5 hungry
     5 twitched
     5 lips
     5 they'd
     5 sling
     5 soon
     5 smiled
     5 onto
     5 quietly
     5 last
     5 inside
     5 jaw
     5 sit
     5 strange
     5 presently
     5 mean
     5 whisper
     5 trying
     5 fighting
     5 need
     5 skins
     5 darkness
     5 climbed
     5 each
     5 plateau
     5 deep
     5 empty
     5 spears
     5 clear
     5 quiet
     5 tell
     5 live
     4 taken
     4 twisted
     4 we'll
     4 foot
     4 moss
     4 fire
     4 picked
     4 gave
     4 sure
     4 tlie
     4 died
     4 slashed
     4 seemed
     4 sucked
     4 straight
     4 son
     4 officer's
     4 throat
     4 rusty
     4 perhaps
     4 lay
     4 waiting
     4 word
     4 threw
     4 clean
     4 buy
     4 raid
     4 mouth
     4 legend
     4 louder
     4 discipline
     4 silence
     4 promise
     4 outer
     4 wrist
     4 quite
     4 same
     4 larger
     4 fools
     4 secret
     4 horny
     4 pulled
     4 lost
     4 says
     4 believe
     4 colony
     4 drove
     4 fought
     4 trust
     4 yah
     4 bring
     4 crystal
     4 near
     4 wrong
     4 hoarsely
     4 reach
     4 telling
     4 lids
     4 strong
     4 themselves
     4 freeze
     4 nobody
     4 haven't
     4 yeah
     4 waited
     4 edge
     4 teeth
     4 angry
     4 dying
     4 pointed
     4 above
     4 bit
     4 naked
     4 hell
     4 kissed
     4 sada
     4 fingers
     4 bundle
     4 home
     4 cover
     4 others
     4 sent
     4 able
     4 scrambling
     3 death
     3 earcups
     3 both
     3 leading
     3 he's
     3 cliff
     3 bare
     3 frank
     3 beautiful
     3 living
     3 fields
     3 treaty
     3 less
     3 crowd
     3 burning
     3 carefully
     3 struck
     3 older
     3 twitching
     3 loud
     3 curve
     3 give
     3 lie
     3 russ
     3 hut
     3 carried
     3 cut
     3 shape
     3 tossed
     3 bet
     3 shrugged
     3 hauled
     3 top
     3 hide
     3 freezing
     3 taller
     3 built
     3 trembling
     3 burned
     3 whether
     3 enjoyed
     3 half
     3 muscle
     3 among
     3 weren't
     3 coughed
     3 stars
     3 tired
     3 sat
     3 slid
     3 gag
     3 yelling
     3 single
     3 touch
     3 pale
     3 shaggy
     3 reached
     3 roughly
     3 doesn't
     3 glow
     3 minute
     3 night
     3 either
     3 side
     3 brought
     3 along
     3 blackness
     3 really
     3 saying
     3 boy
     3 coughing
     3 smell
     3 hill
     3 fat
     3 dark
     3 climb
     3 gully
     3 shivering
     3 forgotten
     3 nose
     3 screamed
     3 marks
     3 west
     3 flying
     3 gun
     3 besides
     3 soft
     3 laid
     3 hurry
     3 air
     3 far
     3 golden
     3 fear
     3 rolling
     3 afraid
     3 words
     3 use
     3 guard
     3 front
     3 earth
     3 outside
     3 old
     3 luminous
     3 open
     3 pebbles
     3 lifted
     3 stared
     3 run
     3 rest
     3 feel
     3 legs
     3 feeling
     3 shag's
     3 shaft
     3 full
     3 smile
     3 sprawling
     3 huddled
     3 slipping
     3 hey
     3 i'd
     3 bright
     3 spread
     3 gong
     3 women
     3 day
     3 anyhow
     3 longer
     3 which
     3 staring
     3 ask
     3 cave
     3 stepped
     3 high
     2 cool
     2 share
     2 squatted
     2 show
     2 stirring
     2 roared
     2 knowledge
     2 square
     2 stiffly
     2 set
     2 wonder
     2 driven
     2 they'll
     2 tumbled
     2 bad
     2 pulling
     2 there'd
     2 higher
     2 plan
     2 gets
     2 doorway
     2 clawing
     2 harsh
     2 throw
     2 thrown
     2 sheer
     2 tangle
     2 hostile
     2 faster
     2 cuff
     2 snorted
     2 bed
     2 end
     2 wounded
     2 strength
     2 order
     2 whistled
     2 d
     2 struggled
     2 kind
     2 underneath
     2 whole
     2 lying
     2 bone
     2 voices
     2 pleasant
     2 rats
     2 flicked
     2 neither
     2 part
     2 shrank
     2 kilt
     2 grazed
     2 sometimes
     2 elbow
     2 tall
     2 chewed
     2 ahead
     2 whale
     2 scattering
     2 mind
     2 alliance
     2 break
     2 hackles
     2 funny
     2 sucker
     2 worse
     2 hasn't
     2 sharply
     2 slits
     2 meant
     2 may
     2 different
     2 remember
     2 lazily
     2 beating
     2 beetles
     2 twice
     2 violently
     2 o
     2 grunted
     2 guarding
     2 slapped
     2 backs
     2 belongs
     2 aid
     2 keeping
     2 killing
     2 liquid
     2 taught
     2 wrinkled
     2 slipped
     2 itself
     2 shoved
     2 whatever
     2 beast
     2 padding
     2 lifting
     2 rocksnake
     2 fist
     2 care
     2 beginning
     2 spoke
     2 shuddered
     2 boulder
     2 ago
     2 licked
     2 poked
     2 lived
     2 happened
     2 starving
     2 smart
     2 answer
     2 yell
     2 overlids
     2 grow
     2 find
     2 gold'
     2 jakk's
     2 tore
     2 sweat
     2 eaten
     2 broke
     2 space
     2 suppose
     2 swung
     2 backward
     2 led
     2 points
     2 friend
     2 smaller
     2 asked
     2 blew
     2 used
     2 steps
     2 swinging
     2 true
     2 ground
     2 repeated
     2 low
     2 nearly
     2 dazed
     2 these
     2 walked
     2 closer
     2 size
     2 highest
     2 starve
     2 times
     2 deaf
     2 escarpment
     2 everyone
     2 loaded
     2 source
     2 ear
     2 danced
     2 spat
     2 uneasy
     2 huge
     2 bottom
     2 save
     2 wailing
     2 god
     2 sitting
     2 close-mouthed
     2 bloody
     2 alone
     2 hoard
     2 turn
     2 split
     2 kicked
     2 goes
     2 neck
     2 piece
     2 narrow
     2 moons
     2 needed
     2 start
     2 changed
     2 tilted
     2 cleft
     2 slender
     2 shapes
     2 blind
     2 making
     2 spreading
     2 jerking
     2 younger
     2 shouting
     2 busy
     2 howling
     2 pebble
     2 course
     2 starved
     2 blurred
     2 isn't
     2 huskily
     2 anger
     2 shot
     2 pink
     2 easy
     2 caused
     2 sap
     2 closed
     2 showed
     2 reason
     2 safe
     2 scavenger
     2 fool
     2 mutual
     2 softly
     2 grinned
     2 guarded
     2 noise
     2 matters
     2 lights
     2 speared
     2 sawbones
     2 beard
     2 forcing
     2 watch
     2 known
     2 line
     2 shout
     2 laugh
     2 forbidden
     2 anyway
     2 frozen
     2 pressed
     2 biggest
     2 slope
     2 listening
     2 barred
     2 sour
     2 carrying
     2 saved
     2 somewhere
     2 opening
     2 moment
     2 tightened
     2 soil
     2 places
     2 safely
     2 crack
     2 hood
     2 touched
     2 sullenly
     2 crawled
     2 please
     2 opened
     2 lazy
     2 couple
     2 sense
     2 berries
     2 guards
     2 second
     2 lock
     2 wish
     2 hardly
     2 kid
     2 skin
     2 swelled
     2 clawed
     2 alike
     2 remembered
     2 believed
     2 free
     2 loose
     2 dim
     2 born
     2 friends
     2 faces
     2 level
     2 struggle
     2 dust
     2 nor
     2 ought
     2 struggling
     2 color
     2 sunk
     2 crystalline
     2 torn
     2 relaxed
     2 gently
     2 leaped
     1 nearest
     1 motionless
     1 shoo
     1 crest
     1 lies
     1 ttotok
     1 sweating
     1 1
     1 hairs
     1 widen
     1 rose
     1 supply
     1 thickly
     1 already
     1 danger
     1 heavily
     1 triumph
     1 burnt-out
     1 pile
     1 tool-shaped
     1 leader
     1 andd
     1 white
     1 dared
     1 flew
     1 flashing
     1 tilling
     1 spear-stab
     1 wet
     1 furrows
     1 remembred
     1 draft
     1 late
     1 bottles
     1 piling
     1 sheet
     1 criminal
     1 titanic
     1 randll
     1 tail
     1 ours
     1 fix
     1 sick
     1 staggered
     1 rat-pup
     1 shine
     1 helow
     1 wanting
     1 sisters
     1 aluminum
     1 dare
     1 clouts
     1 clashing
     1 md
     1 hazy
     1 providing
     1 destroyed
     1 wilder
     1 past
     1 blundering
     1 passed
     1 ahout
     1 brat
     1 baby's
     1 harder
     1 union
     1 angle
     1 gravely
     1 sullen
     1 glaring
     1 agamst
     1 rapid
     1 endless
     1 woman
     1 they're
     1 arrogant
     1 quarrels
     1 wondering
     1 growing
     1 grown
     1 jolted
     1 burst
     1 pal
     1 thrusting
     1 samuel
     1 steal
     1 wide
     1 drawing
     1 horribly
     1 demanded
     1 edible
     1 shiver
     1 palms
     1 taut
     1 blown
     1 sake
     1 deftly
     1 hoping
     1 fuzzy
     1 rang
     1 fury
     1 bargain
     1 forming
     1 sounds
     1 fighting-man
     1 weights
     1 ugly
     1 stayed
     1 sweep
     1 scuttling
     1 firing
     1 armed
     1 charley
     1 pipe
     1 rub
     1 plenty
     1 metal-roofed
     1 dignity
     1 least
     1 feeble
     1 over-lids
     1 tasted
     1 quieted
     1 twinge
     1 sultry
     1 everywhere
     1 leather
     1 palm
     1 worry
     1 passing
     1 tip
     1 slept
     1 liked
     1 somehow
     1 hcr
     1 suspect
     1 barely
     1 mutiny
     1 exhausted
     1 rapidly
     1 pounding
     1 ordinary
     1 weapon
     1 hallway
     1 contracted
     1 gullied
     1 untouchable
     1 shattered
     1 northern
     1 lousy
     1 except
     1 vein
     1 hung
     1 powerful
     1 organ
     1 widest
     1 probing
     1 warmth
     1 polished
     1 sheaves
     1 decide
     1 leaned
     1 rapt
     1 lil's
     1 form
     1 socking
     1 unique
     1 figure
     1 being
     1 grime
     1 impatiently
     1 vanish
     1 sneaking
     1 veins
     1 walk
     1 colonization
     1 heels
     1 also
     1 wite
     1 crashed
     1 tabu
     1 stronger
     1 awesome
     1 packed
     1 glowing
     1 tbat
     1 chuckled
     1 dangerous
     1 hehind
     1 falling
     1 forth
     1 north
     1 grounded
     1 existed
     1 jumbled
     1 wind-made
     1 round
     1 skitter
     1 shortly
     1 tremble
     1 locate
     1 dirt
     1 thongs
     1 cannibal
     1 dominant
     1 apart
     1 cuts
     1 curse
     1 tin
     1 boom
     1 youths
     1 rid
     1 sealed
     1 wrestled
     1 infinitely
     1 until
     1 le
     1 scarcer
     1 hired
     1 we'd
     1 drops
     1 thrust
     1 ice
     1 hunger
     1 dashed
     1 stay
     1 pillhox
     1 sudden
     1 terribly
     1 land
     1 guts
     1 god's
     1 shouted
     1 authority
     1 nature
     1 raiding
     1 barrel
     1 asking
     1 prayer
     1 holy
     1 heads
     1 bunchy
     1 downstroke
     1 unalterable
     1 answered
     1 settlement
     1 hip
     1 sinthi-mesh
     1 stare
     1 punish
     1 eddies
     1 slide
     1 curled
     1 abreast
     1 knee
     1 moaning
     1 croaked
     1 heaved
     1 clamoring
     1 froze
     1 sensitive
     1 wiped
     1 bend
     1 speaking
     1 grip
     1 development
     1 pleading
     1 including
     1 choky
     1 sifted
     1 speak
     1 stirred
     1 claws
     1 gasping
     1 dots
     1 here's
     1 colder
     1 singing
     1 easily
     1 tonelessly
     1 wished
     1 staggering
     1 fighter
     1 boulder's
     1 ships
     1 oh
     1 cooking
     1 anybody
     1 upward
     1 scrap
     1 mistaken
     1 solitary
     1 sabout
     1 every
     1 terrible
     1 pirates
     1 explain
     1 sky
     1 quicker
     1 slow
     1 thorns
     1 lean
     1 mass
     1 pumping
     1 pinpoints
     1 formed
     1 fronds
     1 handful
     1 chill
     1 distance
     1 slim
     1 tumbhed
     1 belt
     1 slicking
     1 bones
     1 spear-head
     1 scanty
     1 seems
     1 sovereign
     1 shrilled
     1 fitted
     1 reported
     1 stories
     1 shrill
     1 forever
     1 brutal
     1 peeled
     1 be'd
     1 parapet
     1 sleepy
     1 wheezing
     1 bars
     1 smarty
     1 brawling
     1 pemmican
     1 double
     1 hurling
     1 violate
     1 drowned
     1 rooms
     1 muscles
     1 threatening
     1 moist
     1 mutineer
     1 jumped
     1 helieve
     1 left-handed
     1 deserve
     1 demurely
     1 nice
     1 harnessed
     1 starshine
     1 eh
     1 lining
     1 bowed
     1 liim
     1 snuffled
     1 icily
     1 superstitious
     1 worlds
     1 food
     1 raw
     1 sob
     1 knot
     1 sodded
     1 doubled
     1 crawl
     1 alarm
     1 shining
     1 wearily
     1 parallel
     1 radioactivity
     1 expert
     1 filtered
     1 kirkpointed
     1 backing
     1 urgent
     1 tackled
     1 squat
     1 furiously
     1 brooding
     1 drew
     1 bent
     1 body-hair
     1 wants
     1 hoarding
     1 she's
     1 acted
     1 oily
     1 walking
     1 straightened
     1 great-grand
     1 they've
     1 spring
     1 lumbering
     1 responsible
     1 beneath
     1 gloom
     1 stamping
     1 yes
     1 fragments
     1 knotted
     1 crowded
     1 dbow
     1 wail
     1 forehead
     1 plundering
     1 small
     1 conviction
     1 hurled
     1 locked
     1 reading
     1 plant
     1 fool's
     1 rumored
     1 enemy
     1 courage
     1 rhythmically
     1 secretly
     1 joined
     1 hatred
     1 supposed
     1 going-
     1 bitter
     1 glance
     1 passageway
     1 blank
     1 safety
     1 carry
     1 bitterness
     1 attacked
     1 sling-stones
     1 whistle
     1 jumps
     1 explosive
     1 stomach
     1 she'd
     1 avoided
     1 blazed
     1 shake
     1 ridge
     1 nearer
     1 it'll
     1 shield
     1 noises
     1 dark-furred
     1 sacs
     1 accurately
     1 rigid
     1 lounging
     1 doorways
     1 numb
     1 steadily
     1 silly
     1 wild
     1 toasting
     1 slingstones
     1 fiercely
     1 sheets
     1 where'll
     1 intercept
     1 guards'
     1 lift
     1 obey
     1 pa's
     1 finish
     1 yours
     1 anymore
     1 mound
     1 slabs
     1 thigh
     1 building
     1 position
     1 disgust
     1 happy
     1 caps
     1 green
     1 nest
     1 pulse
     1 burden
     1 riot
     1 expression
     1 missed
     1 rock's
     1 icy
     1 rushing
     1 officers'
     1 speed
     1 peak
     1 thumbs
     1 dully
     1 hail
     1 brittle
     1 pots
     1 sorted
     1 half-raised
     1 shock
     1 edges
     1 afford
     1 twitch
     1 hairy
     1 rather
     1 stuff
     1 breathless
     1 groggy
     1 hope
     1 handled
     1 poised
     1 vixen
     1 spoiling
     1 rolled
     1 clumsily
     1 spurted
     1 blame
     1 silent
     1 ow
     1 wearing
     1 turning
     1 freed
     1 snapping
     1 waned
     1 fountains
     1 patient
     1 ripped
     1 ropes
     1 gash
     1 man's
     1 swept
     1 jamb
     1 stiff
     1 torment
     1 kinda
     1 later
     1 pill-head
     1 length
     1 poured
     1 whirled
     1 rancor
     1 agony
     1 where's
     1 gathering
     1 sun-star
     1 over-all
     1 motion
     1 stab
     1 dropping
     1 stomachs
     1 softer
     1 tliey
     1 martio-venusian
     1 following
     1 shrubs
     1 swine
     1 stumbled
     1 difference
     1 surlily
     1 putting
     1 takes
     1 squealed
     1 puddles
     1 acids
     1 breasts
     1 punished
     1 grit
     1 head-hair
     1 crouch
     1 actually
     1 power'
     1 nod
     1 s
     1 anyone
     1 suck
     1 antique
     1 giggled
     1 beat
     1 flicker
     1 sheath
     1 blinded
     1 groups
     1 most
     1 roof
     1 rust
     1 hat
     1 forelock
     1 footing
     1 flight
     1 clatter
     1 shifted
     1 plates
     1 gates
     1 means
     1 screaming
     1 lax
     1 pillboxes
     1 bitterly
     1 aw
     1 lamentation
     1 probably
     1 halm
     1 casually
     1 tucked
     1 stuck
     1 next
     1 lately
     1 duty
     1 shimmering
     1 eat
     1 forced
     1 likely
     1 splinters
     1 sighed
     1 thumb
     1 cuffed
     1 hopes
     1 hansquarter
     1 jabbing
     1 mane
     1 glanced
     1 quit
     1 crackled
     1 another
     1 spilling
     1 heavniess
     1 yon
     1 honest
     1 beasts
     1 muttering
     1 mad
     1 buckled
     1 mere
     1 peered
     1 streaming
     1 whimper
     1 gaze
     1 ribs
     1 gagged
     1 sunstar
     1 possibly
     1 pact
     1 asound
     1 instinctively
     1 nothingness
     1 glare
     1 battle
     1 quivering
     1 hurning
     1 rot
     1 crouching
     1 gaunt
     1 strung
     1 throbbed
     1 realized
     1 basically
     1 rise
     1 scrambled
     1 sir
     1 piled
     1 such
     1 catch
     1 bottoms
     1 erect
     1 light-furred
     1 earthly
     1 stretched
     1 boxes
     1 guys
     1 sandscape
     1 ame's
     1 white-toothed
     1 dried
     1 lier
     1 threading
     1 mistaking
     1 star
     1 clouds
     1 thicker
     1 spent
     1 needles
     1 hoarse
     1 stonily
     1 rungs
     1 search
     1 showered
     1 digestive
     1 slack
     1 choked
     1 oozing
     1 presence
     1 it'
     1 nudged
     1 ended
     1 bellowed
     1 pairs
     1 marked
     1 jagged
     1 knelt
     1 few
     1 cliff-top
     1 hunted
     1 smiling
     1 men's
     1 pouring
     1 yourself
     1 poisoned
     1 aimed
     1 pirut's
     1 stunned
     1 does
     1 bellies
     1 families
     1 angled
     1 belief
     1 thankful
     1 eyeballs
     1 working
     1 tears
     1 humbly
     1 swiftly
     1 sticking
     1 spun
     1 happens
     1 mostly
     1 sifting
     1 heartbeats
     1 during
     1 eerily
     1 accusing
     1 waving
     1 signalling
     1 whimpered
     1 mask
     1 blinked
     1 who's
     1 dog
     1 howled
     1 war
     1 discs
     1 stone-walled
     1 pity
     1 helping
     1 husky
     1 danghter
     1 kicking
     1 radiation
     1 heaps
     1 pick
     1 morning
     1 nerves
     1 angrily
     1 meal
     1 tentacles
     1 stand
     1 spotted
     1 risk
     1 calling
     1 grimly
     1 underfoot
     1 dull
     1 warmed
     1 fires
     1 trick
     1 lighter
     1 animal
     1 ringing
     1 half-carrying
     1 understood
     1 sane
     1 urgently
     1 deck
     1 added
     1 snout
     1 clenched
     1 hunt
     1 force
     1 cheerfully
     1 aggressor
     1 httle
     1 believing
     1 flinch
     1 scant
     1 spreadeagled
     1 whose
     1 talked
     1 scheme
     1 terror
     1 work
     1 tipped
     1 swirling
     1 ways
     1 horror
     1 swayed
     1 dumb
     1 engineers'
     1 sagged
     1 colonists
     1 body-sweat
     1 valuable
     1 great-grandfather
     1 disbelieving
     1 speech
     1 transparent
     1 screeching
     1 happen
     1 rule
     1 knocked
     1 warmer
     1 hot-eyed
     1 robbing
     1 strip
     1 bandaged
     1 bringing
     1 till
     1 recovered
     1 suit
     1 horizon
     1 sun
     1 frames
     1 precaution
     1 weapons
     1 she-shag
     1 grows
     1 jovian
     1 fault
     1 slingers
     1 clay
     1 vaguely
     1 boss
     1 yet
     1 lives
     1 savage
     1 sensory
     1 pa'd
     1 pattern
     1 anynone
     1 dangling
     1 uncoiling
     1 companies
     1 using
     1 hole
     1 compact
     1 knocking
     1 ship's
     1 upper
     1 tone
     1 grinning
     1 pleasantly
     1 easier
     1 painful
     1 echoed
     1 1111v
     1 covered
     1 sideways
     1 dodged
     1 corner
     1 grandfather
     1 quiver
     1 swallowed
     1 planting
     1 explore
     1 splayed
     1 shall
     1 riven
     1 glowed
     1 brute
     1 spill
     1 charged
     1 atoblast
     1 shaking
     1 fringe
     1 instead
     1 sort
     1 shouldn't
     1 lumps
     1 ceerful
     1 shelf
     1 spoil
     1 knives
     1 struts
     1 wiry
     1 shrinking
     1 allies
     1 silkily
     1 scattered
     1 prospect
     1 stroke
     1 floor
     1 headed
     1 wherever
     1 chase
     1 enjoy
     1 thinner
     1 remenbered
     1 gorges
     1 scowled
     1 strokes
     1 stage
     1 acting
     1 helped
     1 short
     1 name
     1 humans
     1 thralls
     1 lessons
     1 burn
     1 tongues
     1 fur
     1 hips
     1 quarter
     1 stupid
     1 community
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  675 the
     376 and
     256 a
     232 of
     217 he
     179 was
     178 his
     178 to
     155 in
     139 that
     124 langham
     107 i
     99 it
     94 you
     89 with
     77 as
     71 him
     64 on
     63 had
     62 were
     59 but
     55 there
     54 at
     50 for
     47 her
     46 krim
     44 them
     43 coh
     43 out
     41 like
     41 said
     41 xacul
     40 from
     39 then
     39 be
     39 they
     38 itzan
     38 time
     37 sigri
     37 is
     34 have
     32 no
     32 face
     31 saw
     31 helva
     30 back
     29 down
     29 over
     27 me
     27 so
     26 if
     26 through
     24 man
     24 she
     24 eyes
     23 my
     23 when
     23 what
     23 by
     22 don't
     22 only
     22 langham's
     22 up
     22 we
     22 came
     22 before
     21 something
     21 again
     21 mu
     21 now
     20 men
     20 all
     20 know
     20 one
     20 been
     20 first
     19 hands
     19 us
     19 great
     19 this
     19 into
     19 are
     19 not
     18 an
     18 your
     18 god
     18 went
     18 two
     17 can
     17 thought
     17 body
     17 would
     17 who
     17 pyramid
     17 hole
     16 away
     16 will
     16 things
     16 helva's
     16 head
     15 under
     15 where
     15 has
     15 knew
     15 about
     15 happened
     15 must
     15 or
     15 way
     15 too
     15 hand
     15 across
     14 still
     14 than
     14 xacul's
     13 carvings
     13 right
     13 how
     13 girl
     13 black
     13 simon
     13 looked
     13 silent
     13 little
     13 against
     13 other
     13 mad
     12 go
     12 krim's
     12 off
     12 himself
     12 because
     12 low
     12 could
     12 much
     12 itzan's
     12 suddenly
     12 think
     12 whispered
     12 scarred
     12 shook
     12 looking
     11 even
     11 arms
     11 hair
     11 you're
     11 some
     11 life
     11 own
     11 long
     11 stopped
     11 held
     11 fell
     11 going
     11 people
     11 shoulders
     11 made
     11 nothing
     11 caught
     11 felt
     11 which
     10 without
     10 heard
     10 throat
     10 belt
     10 do
     10 cried
     10 these
     10 vast
     10 never
     10 father
     10 lotus
     10 took
     10 light
     10 around
     9 i'm
     9 set
     9 those
     9 more
     9 walls
     9 quakes
     9 help
     9 here
     9 die
     9 dark
     9 ship
     9 their
     9 old
     9 demon
     9 sun
     9 am
     9 sword
     9 years
     8 rose
     8 buildings
     8 come
     8 stood
     8 turned
     8 until
     8 land
     8 it's
     8 sigri's
     8 didn't
     8 lost
     8 ground
     8 killed
     8 can't
     8 many
     8 its
     8 just
     8 voice
     8 i've
     8 why
     8 well
     8 fear
     8 words
     8 above
     8 earth
     8 though
     8 kukulcan
     8 brown
     8 marmoset
     7 death
     7 already
     7 white
     7 that's
     7 four
     7 understand
     7 any
     7 almost
     7 may
     7 perhaps
     7 fight
     7 beside
     7 i'll
     7 asked
     7 see
     7 side
     7 wild
     7 dawn
     7 say
     7 split
     7 look
     7 strong
     7 escape
     7 world
     7 slowly
     7 realized
     7 submarine
     7 fingers
     7 very
     7 yet
     7 between
     7 clear
     7 take
     7 floor
     7 heavy
     6 gone
     6 thunder
     6 hot
     6 past
     6 end
     6 left
     6 seen
     6 hall
     6 sound
     6 ribbon
     6 breast
     6 ships
     6 feet
     6 care
     6 spoke
     6 water
     6 we've
     6 thousand
     6 blood
     6 secret
     6 swung
     6 says
     6 done
     6 yes
     6 laughed
     6 while
     6 chance
     6 thing
     6 seeing
     6 stone
     6 get
     6 alone
     6 chapter
     6 buckle
     6 flat
     6 air
     6 got
     6 fool
     6 might
     6 three
     6 naga
     6 couldn't
     5 harp
     5 we'll
     5 running
     5 destroyed
     5 metal
     5 living
     5 burst
     5 forward
     5 did
     5 notes
     5 toward
     5 destruction
     5 break
     5 king
     5 hills
     5 earthquakes
     5 sudden
     5 spool
     5 power
     5 ears
     5 palace
     5 distance
     5 rock
     5 built
     5 stones
     5 close
     5 raised
     5 broke
     5 space
     5 led
     5 shoulder
     5 beneath
     5 instant
     5 happy
     5 green
     5 harps
     5 sport
     5 near
     5 smiled
     5 new
     5 master
     5 else
     5 another
     5 crazy
     5 strange
     5 far
     5 standing
     5 ancient
     5 globe
     5 filled
     5 told
     5 fighting
     5 stared
     5 hadn't
     5 second
     5 feeling
     5 cloth
     5 sent
     5 level
     5 chord
     5 anything
     5 leaped
     4 taken
     4 fair
     4 show
     4 breath
     4 horrible
     4 scarlet
     4 hawk
     4 girl's
     4 damned
     4 nervous
     4 symbol
     4 strength
     4 wide
     4 ugly
     4 seven
     4 died
     4 burning
     4 leaving
     4 ahead
     4 struck
     4 wanted
     4 butcher
     4 sank
     4 straight
     4 being
     4 different
     4 falling
     4 wouldn't
     4 place
     4 learned
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     4 shouted
     4 should
     4 doors
     4 everything
     4 mine
     4 altered
     4 call
     4 desperately
     4 wound
     4 laughter
     4 surged
     4 find
     4 drowned
     4 let
     4 quite
     4 sat
     4 prayed
     4 same
     4 kill
     4 drew
     4 cosmic
     4 shaggy
     4 friend
     4 prophesy
     4 swinging
     4 point
     4 closer
     4 balance
     4 brought
     4 tables
     4 rushing
     4 abruptly
     4 turn
     4 earthquake
     4 chest
     4 onto
     4 means
     4 steady
     4 what's
     4 harp-strings
     4 thrill
     4 anger
     4 began
     4 softly
     4 thin
     4 play
     4 need
     4 young
     4 darkness
     4 blow
     4 creator
     4 sense
     4 rest
     4 guards
     4 started
     4 each
     4 ruins
     4 cars
     4 quake
     4 splendor
     4 free
     4 others
     4 shuddering
     4 taking
     4 always
     4 tiny
     4 murian
     4 found
     4 once
     4 door
     3 ran
     3 gutted
     3 yellow
     3 both
     3 plain
     3 groan
     3 staggered
     3 fire
     3 lord
     3 thrown
     3 southern
     3 flame
     3 volcanoes
     3 strike
     3 wounded
     3 eternal
     3 meet
     3 good
     3 roaring
     3 make
     3 mob
     3 somehow
     3 music
     3 strings
     3 mind
     3 seemed
     3 demons
     3 except
     3 loved
     3 broken
     3 give
     3 figure
     3 sulphurous
     3 harpers
     3 carried
     3 cut
     3 stronger
     3 evil
     3 cry
     3 grunted
     3 writhed
     3 stay
     3 fair-haired
     3 fled
     3 murians
     3 threw
     3 itself
     3 stirred
     3 snake
     3 upward
     3 arm
     3 mouth
     3 archeologist
     3 linen
     3 lived
     3 central
     3 heart
     3 america
     3 whether
     3 sprang
     3 silence
     3 drawn
     3 wind
     3 future
     3 tight
     3 globes
     3 bent
     3 feverish
     3 pale
     3 base
     3 small
     3 nearly
     3 either
     3 bitter
     3 leave
     3 along
     3 won't
     3 win
     3 flames
     3 excitement
     3 boy
     3 hope
     3 sea
     3 crushing
     3 wasn't
     3 thrumming
     3 later
     3 our
     3 goes
     3 motion
     3 after
     3 start
     3 mayax
     3 ten
     3 most
     3 roof
     3 stop
     3 there's
     3 wall
     3 blind
     3 forests
     3 torchlight
     3 tomorrow
     3 bronze
     3 streaming
     3 praying
     3 hard
     3 breaking
     3 vibrations
     3 coming
     3 rise
     3 field
     3 such
     3 afraid
     3 loot
     3 use
     3 brain
     3 grinned
     3 cracked
     3 ornaments
     3 dizzy
     3 hated
     3 does
     3 rising
     3 open
     3 winding
     3 hunched
     3 tightened
     3 strode
     3 continent
     3 prism
     3 run
     3 girdle
     3 feel
     3 bound
     3 work
     3 swayed
     3 full
     3 doubt
     3 panic
     3 hidden
     3 happen
     3 groaned
     3 deep
     3 loose
     3 dim
     3 fault
     3 born
     3 lives
     3 catching
     3 faces
     3 since
     3 ever
     3 neutralized
     3 covered
     3 manoa
     3 quickly
     3 disharmony
     3 machine
     3 instead
     3 staring
     3 five
     3 ramp
     3 tell
     3 hunter
     3 swore
     3 room
     2 sod
     2 crest
     2 anti-gravity
     2 roared
     2 met
     2 driven
     2 twisted
     2 brilliant
     2 bleeding
     2 whirling
     2 wine
     2 watching
     2 escaped
     2 towering
     2 curving
     2 ocean
     2 splendid
     2 ports
     2 whistled
     2 india
     2 coppery
     2 struggled
     2 child
     2 pretty
     2 fissure
     2 whole
     2 sacred
     2 waked
     2 demanded
     2 taut
     2 rang
     2 mountains
     2 sounds
     2 platform
     2 silently
     2 part
     2 stayed
     2 rim
     2 unbidden
     2 least
     2 feeble
     2 tall
     2 serpents
     2 twelve
     2 merely
     2 passing
     2 laughing
     2 feathered
     2 sounded
     2 longing
     2 northern
     2 facet
     2 holes
     2 meant
     2 time-stream
     2 shields
     2 surely
     2 having
     2 question
     2 wheezed
     2 shackled
     2 glared
     2 existed
     2 you'll
     2 twice
     2 cell
     2 coarse
     2 minutes
     2 rocking
     2 thrust
     2 chin
     2 scars
     2 nodded
     2 moved
     2 lay
     2 regretted
     2 surging
     2 top
     2 killing
     2 archeology
     2 answered
     2 waiting
     2 swords
     2 stroked
     2 city
     2 punish
     2 helpless
     2 decipher
     2 important
     2 wondered
     2 bend
     2 speaking
     2 below
     2 heaving
     2 loomed
     2 terrible
     2 sky
     2 shuddered
     2 ago
     2 silver
     2 together
     2 torches
     2 boredom
     2 urgency
     2 carven
     2 aside
     2 murky
     2 movement
     2 creature
     2 legend
     2 louder
     2 swaying
     2 sag
     2 cranked
     2 wheezing
     2 muscle
     2 crushed
     2 year
     2 muscles
     2 captured
     2 leashed
     2 fleeting
     2 sweat
     2 exactly
     2 beaten
     2 disturbing
     2 flowed
     2 named
     2 shining
     2 judgment
     2 put
     2 roofs
     2 offer
     2 butchers
     2 squat
     2 restless
     2 slay
     2 queer
     2 single
     2 dimension
     2 veiled
     2 fourth
     2 within
     2 wants
     2 myself
     2 spite
     2 broad
     2 steps
     2 true
     2 press
     2 leaping
     2 solid
     2 sign
     2 revolution
     2 called
     2 twin
     2 cross-breed's
     2 dazed
     2 try
     2 tells
     2 flowing
     2 blank
     2 kings
     2 enough
     2 problematical
     2 tigress
     2 lines
     2 gold
     2 loneliness
     2 simply
     2 ridge
     2 stubbled
     2 soul
     2 fought
     2 calm
     2 spitcat
     2 giving
     2 everyone
     2 muck
     2 rustle
     2 really
     2 ear
     2 spend
     2 cracks
     2 saying
     2 climbing
     2 bearing
     2 wire
     2 outline
     2 port
     2 impatient
     2 cities
     2 shut
     2 meadows
     2 universe
     2 shock
     2 streets
     2 wasting
     2 bottom
     2 stuff
     2 want
     2 save
     2 exist
     2 today
     2 stretching
     2 sinking
     2 grey
     2 rolled
     2 deadly
     2 hill
     2 dream
     2 tangled
     2 woke
     2 terraced
     2 murmured
     2 wrong
     2 sitting
     2 ripped
     2 they'd
     2 man's
     2 swept
     2 beyond
     2 forerunners
     2 silenced
     2 kept
     2 prodded
     2 tattooed
     2 crouched
     2 neck
     2 strongest
     2 ends
     2 tripped
     2 herded
     2 beat
     2 ceiling
     2 ebony
     2 upon
     2 fire-spoutings
     2 making
     2 dungarees
     2 fixed
     2 last
     2 crashing
     2 themselves
     2 flying
     2 hundred
     2 studying
     2 jaw
     2 course
     2 celebrate
     2 isn't
     2 gaze
     2 brilliance
     2 presently
     2 wrists
     2 corridor
     2 dizzily
     2 serpent
     2 best
     2 folded
     2 golden
     2 shot
     2 bears
     2 conflict
     2 piled
     2 negro
     2 greater
     2 erect
     2 cracking
     2 eyed
     2 showed
     2 labored
     2 days
     2 throbbing
     2 pointed
     2 mean
     2 belly
     2 spent
     2 trying
     2 noise
     2 prince
     2 incredible
     2 fine
     2 dancer
     2 wine-shops
     2 prisms
     2 hell
     2 line
     2 emotion
     2 dais
     2 knowing
     2 although
     2 red
     2 car
     2 centers
     2 pressed
     2 barred
     2 climbed
     2 according
     2 grass
     2 cycle
     2 coruscating
     2 blue
     2 saved
     2 angrily
     2 moment
     2 lifted
     2 heat
     2 dull
     2 paunchy
     2 veil
     2 vitality
     2 english
     2 sensation
     2 quanlan
     2 understood
     2 deck
     2 surge
     2 opened
     2 force
     2 several
     2 terror
     2 trampled
     2 wish
     2 recognized
     2 huddled
     2 i'd
     2 strip
     2 hints
     2 weapons
     2 vision
     2 worship
     2 believed
     2 truth
     2 women
     2 day
     2 scientist
     2 using
     2 apparently
     2 stream
     2 dizziness
     2 grecian
     2 bull
     2 knees
     2 pacific
     2 protects
     2 dust
     2 nor
     2 swarthy
     2 useless
     2 shall
     2 change
     2 riven
     2 sunken
     2 centuries
     2 murderous
     2 marched
     2 throne
     2 paunch
     2 shaking
     2 sort
     2 gripped
     2 ask
     2 scattered
     2 headed
     2 common
     2 tried
     2 temples
     2 quiet
     2 massive
     2 topped
     2 short
     2 buried
     2 leopard
     2 starting
     2 live
     2 high
     2 destroy
     1 nearest
     1 london
     1 paws
     1 farms
     1 wait
     1 dodging
     1 proof
     1 dammed
     1 sink
     1 striking
     1 squatted
     1 sweating
     1 grated
     1 hear
     1 hairs
     1 lack
     1 wash
     1 gather
     1 rocks
     1 stirring
     1 panel
     1 knowledge
     1 danger
     1 jeweled
     1 victory
     1 pitching
     1 square
     1 triumph
     1 tap
     1 submarine's
     1 pile
     1 gasp
     1 feasting
     1 hellish
     1 logic
     1 complacency
     1 teach
     1 burly
     1 stained
     1 leader
     1 atoms
     1 sight
     1 dragged
     1 colonies
     1 birth
     1 flew
     1 cheated
     1 monotony
     1 grub
     1 flashing
     1 they'll
     1 regular
     1 restlessly
     1 tree
     1 third
     1 bitterest
     1 cocked
     1 behind
     1 beams
     1 belong
     1 lighter-flame
     1 foot
     1 boomed
     1 shudder
     1 replaced
     1 columned
     1 fingernail
     1 doorway
     1 ours
     1 chained
     1 imperious
     1 handkerchief
     1 striding
     1 listened
     1 reared
     1 hurtling
     1 glint
     1 tribes
     1 chances
     1 wary
     1 blocking
     1 advance
     1 he's
     1 temple
     1 action
     1 sighted
     1 shelter
     1 wheels
     1 gorge
     1 astonished
     1 clutched
     1 spilled
     1 cosmic-ray
     1 time-machine
     1 fast
     1 dare
     1 combination
     1 clashing
     1 indiscriminate
     1 splashed
     1 tunic
     1 picked
     1 writhing
     1 earth-shock
     1 passed
     1 gave
     1 convulsively
     1 wheezingly
     1 blurted
     1 brother
     1 windscreens
     1 accepted
     1 coil
     1 softness
     1 unshaven
     1 records
     1 tertiary
     1 theory
     1 pride
     1 near-naked
     1 beautiful
     1 tamil
     1 fever
     1 strips
     1 brightened
     1 spitfire
     1 follow
     1 woman
     1 order
     1 sorry
     1 growing
     1 shadows
     1 ornamented
     1 repeat
     1 smoke
     1 sure
     1 attackers'
     1 utriculus
     1 lying
     1 flood
     1 consequences
     1 shielded
     1 rubbed
     1 fields
     1 differ
     1 occasional
     1 open-palmed
     1 handles
     1 awful
     1 hoped
     1 stung
     1 sinew
     1 method
     1 island
     1 prisoners
     1 patterns
     1 thousands
     1 transmitted
     1 phase
     1 neither
     1 iii
     1 fact
     1 boxer's
     1 kilt
     1 stiflingly
     1 sometimes
     1 confused
     1 ached
     1 archeologists
     1 armed
     1 fruitless
     1 whipped
     1 defense
     1 whence
     1 elbow
     1 boiling
     1 feast
     1 mightiest
     1 devil
     1 instruments
     1 deserted
     1 circle
     1 restlessness
     1 uxmal
     1 hit
     1 everywhere
     1 plod
     1 leather
     1 slashed
     1 big
     1 corkscrew
     1 worry
     1 legends
     1 handed
     1 film
     1 time-factors
     1 hitting
     1 torch-flames
     1 kitchen
     1 certainly
     1 playing
     1 somebody
     1 blue-and-crimson
     1 cent
     1 older
     1 bending
     1 shouldering
     1 paved
     1 twins
     1 weapon
     1 lower
     1 worried
     1 happiness
     1 switzerland
     1 eruption
     1 hurt
     1 quartz
     1 sporting
     1 target
     1 discovered
     1 finer
     1 ripple
     1 overthrow
     1 sucking
     1 movements
     1 curve
     1 lone
     1 choice
     1 fainted
     1 hasn't
     1 recent
     1 worth
     1 cutthroat
     1 sharp
     1 alleys
     1 rippling
     1 forested
     1 followed
     1 concussion
     1 halls
     1 norse
     1 plunged
     1 moldy
     1 baby
     1 lie
     1 thrills
     1 fiat
     1 friendship
     1 twist
     1 planes
     1 plain's
     1 blocks
     1 crying
     1 veins
     1 clout
     1 knock
     1 brooded
     1 rocked
     1 banner
     1 remember
     1 therefore
     1 heels
     1 suicide
     1 intentness
     1 grunt
     1 pressure
     1 also
     1 mess
     1 emptiness
     1 damp
     1 convulsion
     1 furious
     1 beating
     1 forbade
     1 fierce
     1 meaning
     1 gentle
     1 likes
     1 exciting
     1 pain
     1 glowing
     1 fruits
     1 chuckled
     1 played
     1 practised
     1 dangerous
     1 badly
     1 sulphur
     1 swift
     1 chamber
     1 jumbled
     1 son
     1 complex
     1 whirl
     1 unbound
     1 groping
     1 priceless
     1 spiraled
     1 apart
     1 glorious
     1 swirl
     1 alert
     1 tablets
     1 flower
     1 aimless
     1 unhappiness
     1 colonize
     1 pushing
     1 nagged
     1 week
     1 le
     1 resignedly
     1 confidence
     1 forces
     1 alien
     1 sundown
     1 weaponless
     1 rusty
     1 rare
     1 axe-blade
     1 godship
     1 dashed
     1 sensing
     1 greenish
     1 booming
     1 bet
     1 range
     1 kiss
     1 tense-faced
     1 blanked
     1 startled
     1 mighty
     1 continuums
     1 grasp
     1 placed
     1 authority
     1 beauty
     1 flooded
     1 keeping
     1 despair
     1 odors
     1 ebon
     1 reliving
     1 weakened
     1 directly
     1 impalpable
     1 uncomprehending
     1 sweat-shining
     1 age-old
     1 wrenched
     1 heads
     1 jet
     1 taught
     1 hide
     1 far-off
     1 drums
     1 peopled
     1 build
     1 half-stunned
     1 era
     1 word
     1 stare
     1 kingdom
     1 symmetry
     1 wrinkled
     1 eddies
     1 whipping
     1 knee
     1 franca
     1 angered
     1 swear
     1 physical
     1 pound
     1 glimpsed
     1 comradely
     1 grip
     1 control
     1 greybeards
     1 involuntarily
     1 turgid
     1 colossus
     1 sombre
     1 religious
     1 wood
     1 dampness
     1 speak
     1 chosen
     1 futility
     1 lover
     1 mock
     1 claws
     1 jar
     1 symbols
     1 post
     1 easily
     1 warp
     1 comes
     1 upraised
     1 wished
     1 whatever
     1 rambling
     1 searchlight
     1 savored
     1 staggering
     1 release
     1 mysteries
     1 unpunished
     1 interior
     1 smattering
     1 deep-sea
     1 every
     1 cattle
     1 explain
     1 quicker
     1 slow
     1 slight
     1 mistake
     1 facing
     1 lean
     1 mass
     1 cold
     1 normal
     1 toy
     1 castle
     1 resolved
     1 seat
     1 hugging
     1 answer
     1 getting
     1 farm
     1 dwelt
     1 channel
     1 faltered
     1 petered
     1 large
     1 plug
     1 v
     1 burned
     1 seems
     1 sea-eyes
     1 tortured
     1 adam
     1 lead
     1 fitted
     1 hideous
     1 thinking
     1 unfamiliar
     1 beings
     1 footsteps
     1 examining
     1 fall
     1 intricate
     1 cabin
     1 ringed
     1 latin
     1 awe
     1 egypt
     1 engulfed
     1 straining
     1 clashed
     1 parapet
     1 execute
     1 sobbed
     1 quetzal
     1 half
     1 nestled
     1 freakish
     1 assault
     1 block
     1 sloping
     1 sum
     1 cimmeria
     1 outer
     1 committing
     1 rooms
     1 pricking
     1 drummed
     1 shadow
     1 leopard's
     1 boring
     1 alternately
     1 glimpse
     1 stalwart
     1 repulsion
     1 hight
     1 nights
     1 private
     1 seeped
     1 cause
     1 tore
     1 nice
     1 advances
     1 weren't
     1 sandal-scuffs
     1 blond
     1 maddened
     1 hunting
     1 strangers
     1 bowed
     1 tired
     1 tight-throated
     1 weeks
     1 gasped
     1 six
     1 regularity
     1 food
     1 earth-deep
     1 daily
     1 similar
     1 hold
     1 asleep
     1 dies
     1 homesteads
     1 prison
     1 intently
     1 larger
     1 glints
     1 weightless
     1 given
     1 purposely
     1 book
     1 wearily
     1 parallel
     1 slid
     1 dinner
     1 reeked
     1 copied
     1 urgent
     1 mood
     1 yelling
     1 furiously
     1 paving
     1 children
     1 hysteria
     1 neutralize
     1 gap
     1 pulled
     1 dire
     1 backward
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     1 lakes
     1 might-have-happened
     1 watched
     1 vengeance
     1 written
     1 hitched
     1 warn
     1 tinge
     1 slappings
     1 track
     1 weird
     1 ape-faced
     1 overthrown
     1 native
     1 keel
     1 bank
     1 makings
     1 uighur
     1 smaller
     1 dark-stubbled
     1 straightened
     1 wasted
     1 they've
     1 lumbering
     1 doom
     1 twenty-three
     1 reached
     1 translation
     1 broader
     1 ii
     1 afterward
     1 spur
     1 child's
     1 unimportant
     1 aren't
     1 trestle
     1 bulking
     1 crowded
     1 forehead
     1 dissatisfaction
     1 doesn't
     1 obeyed
     1 hopelessness
     1 yucatan
     1 creator's
     1 visible
     1 locked
     1 bubbled
     1 vaulting
     1 tapping
     1 dingy
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     1 seeking
     1 minute
     1 suffer
     1 finally
     1 unafraid
     1 spoken
     1 pause
     1 courage
     1 snap
     1 dangerously
     1 commands
     1 statement
     1 shamming
     1 ray
     1 joined
     1 interrupted
     1 comrades
     1 drown
     1 throughout
     1 supposed
     1 walked
     1 utter
     1 ultimate
     1 accident
     1 promptly
     1 snarled
     1 size
     1 mingling
     1 passageway
     1 eve
     1 existing
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     1 cradled
     1 sister
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     1 works
     1 hang
     1 peaceful
     1 insanely
     1 cannot
     1 listen
     1 blackness
     1 circular
     1 volcano
     1 nearer
     1 it'll
     1 shield
     1 descended
     1 dropped
     1 yelled
     1 twenty
     1 shown
     1 bay
     1 puff-ball
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     1 screws
     1 miracle
     1 fluid
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     1 crop
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     1 fiercely
     1 matter
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     1 trouble
     1 depths
     1 watchers
     1 sensed
     1 boyhood
     1 whom
     1 danced
     1 hatch
     1 gratitude
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     1 curiously
     1 better
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     1 slabs
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     1 choosing
     1 country
     1 streak
     1 realizing
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     1 burial
     1 bring
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     1 unbelieving
     1 relived
     1 pass
     1 ache
     1 forgetting
     1 happy'
     1 fondling
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     1 doing
     1 mu's
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     1 chased
     1 muscular
     1 edges
     1 approach
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     1 hairy
     1 gripping
     1 magnificent
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     1 mingled
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     1 crystal
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     1 terrified
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     1 smoking
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     1 mightier
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     1 turning
     1 electricity
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     1 match
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     1 switch
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     1 length
     1 lingua
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     1 molecular
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     1 compression
     1 group
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     1 dropping
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     1 thoughts
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     1 expecting
     1 charged
     1 machine
     1 familiar
     1 centuries
     1 realization
     1 shaking
     1 swearing
     1 color
     1 lungs
     1 lancer
     1 sort
     1 bigger
     1 pictured
     1 outgoing
     1 unmoving
     1 stove
     1 window
     1 films
     1 time-lag
     1 sentences
     1 shrieked
     1 bathed
     1 bursting
     1 leisure
     1 tried
     1 exploits
     1 gradually
     1 century
     1 thinner
     1 lovely
     1 temples
     1 quiet
     1 five
     1 confusion
     1 prepared
     1 tell
     1 seem
     1 fired
     1 raise
     1 short
     1 starboard
     1 hookup
     1 spaceways
     1 hangars
     1 millions
     1 name
     1 learn
     1 prices
     1 bewilderment
     1 emotions
     1 spaceman's
     1 mark
     1 blighters
     1 touching
     1 quarter
     1 live
     1 remained
     1 frowned
     1 leap
     1 room
     1 destroy
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 1279 the
     708 and
     569 a
     554 of
     508 he
     405 his
     382 to
     346 it
     324 in
     321 was
     277 starke
     197 her
     186 with
     185 you
     179 him
     174 on
     170 that
     155 they
     131 like
     131 had
     130 at
     118 i
     117 she
     112 were
     109 out
     107 but
     105 beudag
     105 rann
     101 said
     97 from
     96 eyes
     93 not
     91 there
     91 for
     88 faolan
     85 them
     79 body
     74 men
     74 then
     73 as
     73 down
     73 into
     73 conan
     73 their
     72 sea
     70 up
     69 back
     66 be
     61 over
     60 one
     57 could
     57 have
     56 now
     54 no
     54 didn't
     54 this
     52 crom
     52 all
     52 what
     51 me
     50 through
     49 falga
     49 long
     47 starke's
     47 dhu
     46 man
     46 see
     46 red
     46 romna
     45 time
     45 face
     45 will
     43 went
     43 head
     42 if
     42 did
     41 or
     40 harp
     40 looked
     39 mind
     39 again
     38 away
     38 began
     36 dead
     36 came
     35 rann's
     35 people
     35 way
     34 go
     34 we
     34 so
     34 been
     34 before
     33 by
     33 would
     32 an
     32 more
     32 still
     32 is
     32 across
     31 don't
     31 where
     31 saw
     30 himself
     29 hair
     29 under
     29 let
     29 do
     29 hugh
     29 hand
     28 stood
     28 lay
     28 hands
     28 my
     28 thought
     28 get
     28 little
     27 white
     27 any
     27 never
     27 lips
     27 against
     27 know
     27 got
     27 old
     27 felt
     27 around
     26 your
     26 its
     26 after
     25 black
     25 i'll
     25 who
     25 ship
     24 forward
     24 here
     24 made
     24 nothing
     24 are
     24 two
     23 warriors
     23 good
     23 come
     23 toward
     23 about
     23 linnl
     23 blood
     22 fog
     22 took
     22 faolan's
     21 woman
     21 you're
     21 only
     21 knew
     21 when
     21 held
     21 stone
     21 want
     21 just
     20 even
     20 beudag's
     20 fire
     20 turned
     20 fight
     20 fell
     20 dark
     19 can
     19 without
     19 kill
     19 us
     19 along
     19 look
     19 though
     19 tell
     18 hall
     18 sound
     18 nodded
     18 moved
     18 place
     18 shepherd
     18 bodies
     18 neck
     18 strange
     18 too
     18 couldn't
     18 high
     17 something
     17 metal
     17 some
     17 seemed
     17 until
     17 ships
     17 while
     17 going
     17 wasn't
     17 great
     17 much
     17 another
     17 light
     16 knife
     16 wanted
     16 mouth
     16 it's
     16 silence
     16 laughed
     16 enough
     16 voice
     16 blind
     16 other
     16 fingers
     16 very
     16 once
     15 ran
     15 heard
     15 own
     15 water
     15 stopped
     15 sat
     15 put
     15 because
     15 walked
     15 green
     15 far
     15 blade
     15 fighting
     15 might
     15 feel
     15 deep
     15 chain
     14 i'm
     14 behind
     14 right
     14 off
     14 city
     14 cold
     14 shining
     14 side
     14 naked
     14 each
     14 between
     14 sword
     14 which
     13 gone
     13 hear
     13 rose
     13 set
     13 he'd
     13 hot
     13 gate
     13 gave
     13 part
     13 music
     13 harbor
     13 million
     13 feet
     13 rock
     13 clev
     13 pale
     13 done
     13 cried
     13 die
     13 than
     13 new
     13 golden
     13 afraid
     13 suddenly
     13 hounds
     13 skin
     13 take
     13 floor
     13 name
     13 first
     12 yellow
     12 flame
     12 make
     12 struck
     12 except
     12 how
     12 throat
     12 stay
     12 life
     12 half
     12 streets
     12 there's
     12 mist
     12 slowly
     12 things
     12 think
     12 caught
     12 moment
     12 lifted
     12 touched
     12 credits
     12 heavy
     12 quiet
     12 looking
     12 room
     11 aesur
     11 move
     11 left
     11 hung
     11 skiff
     11 give
     11 cut
     11 mannt
     11 waiting
     11 below
     11 upward
     11 spoke
     11 silver
     11 heart
     11 muscles
     11 same
     11 drew
     11 alive
     11 yes
     11 small
     11 low
     11 night
     11 tide
     11 narrow
     11 quietly
     11 flat
     11 waited
     11 brain
     11 returned
     11 outside
     11 maybe
     11 stared
     11 found
     11 sandals
     10 arms
     10 wine
     10 watching
     10 those
     10 seen
     10 big
     10 ahead
     10 sharp
     10 straight
     10 candle
     10 remember
     10 land
     10 rovers
     10 thousand
     10 hold
     10 dropped
     10 harps
     10 chest
     10 last
     10 why
     10 soft
     10 well
     10 teeth
     10 closed
     10 whispered
     10 open
     10 opened
     10 remembered
     10 loose
     10 women
     10 shook
     10 clear
     9 breath
     9 whole
     9 romna's
     9 son
     9 flesh
     9 fist
     9 beside
     9 rain
     9 quite
     9 raised
     9 lost
     9 used
     9 can't
     9 god
     9 swept
     9 beyond
     9 our
     9 smiled
     9 wall
     9 shoulders
     9 inside
     9 bronze
     9 trying
     9 above
     9 thin
     9 told
     9 hell
     9 we're
     9 surface
     9 hadn't
     9 conan's
     9 tried
     8 he's
     8 slave
     8 end
     8 shadows
     8 somebody
     8 human
     8 speak
     8 every
     8 happened
     8 close
     8 find
     8 tired
     8 broke
     8 passage
     8 watched
     8 shore
     8 bitter
     8 thing
     8 matter
     8 better
     8 holding
     8 dream
     8 silent
     8 alone
     8 kept
     8 isn't
     8 dying
     8 softly
     8 guard
     8 darkness
     8 blow
     8 guards
     8 smile
     8 bard
     8 gods
     8 live
     7 bron
     7 that's
     7 damned
     7 past
     7 ocean
     7 mountains
     7 leaned
     7 being
     7 wouldn't
     7 perhaps
     7 breast
     7 threw
     7 together
     7 belt
     7 laughter
     7 led
     7 walking
     7 reached
     7 called
     7 these
     7 either
     7 fought
     7 table
     7 shut
     7 geil's
     7 man's
     7 beat
     7 strong
     7 mountain
     7 next
     7 hundred
     7 jaw
     7 what's
     7 yeah
     7 carved
     7 galleries
     7 edge
     7 lot
     7 swam
     7 gardens
     7 laugh
     7 tears
     7 animal
     7 free
     7 dim
     7 ever
     7 empty
     7 wore
     7 years
     7 picture
     6 taken
     6 twisted
     6 we'll
     6 four
     6 chained
     6 cliff
     6 damn
     6 silently
     6 sometimes
     6 tall
     6 almost
     6 pressure
     6 falling
     6 killing
     6 swords
     6 control
     6 flowers
     6 sky
     6 seat
     6 drawn
     6 citadel
     6 food
     6 branches
     6 masthead
     6 won
     6 slid
     6 bent
     6 swung
     6 shoulder
     6 goodbye
     6 longships
     6 spider-silk
     6 doesn't
     6 minute
     6 cursed
     6 killed
     6 cloud
     6 seeing
     6 sleep
     6 huge
     6 crystal
     6 rolled
     6 many
     6 breathing
     6 chains
     6 slender
     6 venus
     6 shimmering
     6 glanced
     6 air
     6 gaze
     6 battle
     6 standing
     6 easy
     6 rise
     6 angry
     6 coiled
     6 use
     6 rail
     6 birds
     6 emotion
     6 faint
     6 steel
     6 pressed
     6 climbed
     6 blue
     6 falga's
     6 sense
     6 started
     6 love
     6 feeling
     6 full
     6 others
     6 collar
     6 faces
     6 using
     6 straw
     6 color
     6 sort
     6 leaped
     6 fur
     5 wait
     5 death
     5 foot
     5 plan
     5 bare
     5 surprised
     5 sheer
     5 running
     5 picked
     5 dirty
     5 passed
     5 bed
     5 sure
     5 bone
     5 luna
     5 stayed
     5 kilt
     5 sweep
     5 leather
     5 burning
     5 strings
     5 laughing
     5 break
     5 loved
     5 different
     5 carried
     5 cry
     5 has
     5 you'd
     5 help
     5 everything
     5 hate
     5 easily
     5 oh
     5 clean
     5 slow
     5 arm
     5 ago
     5 answer
     5 dhu's
     5 sprawled
     5 sweat
     5 given
     5 pulled
     5 touch
     5 ravine
     5 she's
     5 youth
     5 garden
     5 asked
     5 swinging
     5 hatred
     5 brought
     5 sea-people
     5 steadily
     5 source
     5 fish
     5 bottom
     5 smell
     5 entire
     5 twitched
     5 ropes
     5 say
     5 sparks
     5 reach
     5 someone
     5 onto
     5 most
     5 gates
     5 tomorrow
     5 sighed
     5 i've
     5 okay
     5 laid
     5 ribs
     5 hesitated
     5 hard
     5 coming
     5 current
     5 erect
     5 filled
     5 words
     5 mean
     5 belly
     5 cruel
     5 dais
     5 young
     5 hours
     5 deeper
     5 thick
     5 deck
     5 legs
     5 three
     5 tough
     5 sea-folk
     5 day
     5 appeared
     5 always
     5 guy
     5 change
     5 stepped
     5 hugh-starke-called-conan
     5 door
     5 anything
     4 cool
     4 square
     4 deal
     4 they'll
     4 leading
     4 harsh
     4 fast
     4 sending
     4 beautiful
     4 sullen
     4 strength
     4 wide
     4 rim
     4 humor
     4 died
     4 liked
     4 mines
     4 sounded
     4 broken
     4 warmth
     4 followed
     4 figure
     4 vanished
     4 walls
     4 walk
     4 pain
     4 box
     4 distant
     4 drifting
     4 ebon
     4 slipped
     4 power
     4 ears
     4 float
     4 beginning
     4 getting
     4 distance
     4 stones
     4 thinking
     4 fall
     4 sprang
     4 pricking
     4 we've
     4 became
     4 named
     4 secret
     4 breathe
     4 veiled
     4 perfectly
     4 broad
     4 believe
     4 locked
     4 enemy
     4 lines
     4 gold
     4 listen
     4 trouble
     4 danced
     4 keep
     4 yours
     4 narrowed
     4 pass
     4 excitement
     4 amused
     4 save
     4 light-fish
     4 talking
     4 turning
     4 wrong
     4 mocking
     4 seized
     4 quick
     4 length
     4 forgotten
     4 violence
     4 telling
     4 lids
     4 breasts
     4 tilted
     4 ceiling
     4 upon
     4 hull
     4 fixed
     4 she-devil
     4 spreading
     4 cliffs
     4 blurred
     4 waver
     4 forest
     4 besides
     4 beasts
     4 haven't
     4 treachery
     4 killer
     4 best
     4 aboard
     4 realized
     4 such
     4 powers
     4 whisper
     4 play
     4 snow
     4 t-v
     4 smiling
     4 thighs
     4 pouring
     4 yourself
     4 blades
     4 rising
     4 somewhere
     4 tightened
     4 fires
     4 aquamarine
     4 rimrock
     4 work
     4 flock
     4 weight
     4 finished
     4 plateau
     4 slipping
     4 i'd
     4 drift
     4 bright
     4 ledge
     4 since
     4 covered
     4 knees
     4 nightmare
     4 quickly
     4 seem
     4 brown
     4 party
     3 striking
     3 figured
     3 heavily
     3 job
     3 sight
     3 both
     3 flew
     3 brilliant
     3 bad
     3 plain
     3 hawk
     3 sick
     3 beach
     3 snaked
     3 thrown
     3 southern
     3 nervous
     3 escaped
     3 she'll
     3 balcony
     3 brother
     3 image
     3 they're
     3 plans
     3 pretty
     3 send
     3 plainly
     3 palms
     3 welcome
     3 hilt
     3 eddied
     3 least
     3 skull
     3 playing
     3 barely
     3 rapidly
     3 weapon
     3 discovered
     3 ripple
     3 guide
     3 alleys
     3 sank
     3 silken
     3 impatiently
     3 figurehead
     3 may
     3 mockery
     3 blocks
     3 coastal
     3 fleet
     3 lazily
     3 heels
     3 having
     3 also
     3 furious
     3 venusian
     3 shape
     3 amber
     3 you'll
     3 grunted
     3 curse
     3 shallow
     3 curtain
     3 alien
     3 thrust
     3 expertly
     3 march
     3 harshly
     3 suggestion
     3 sudden
     3 startled
     3 kallman
     3 shrugged
     3 shouted
     3 market
     3 cloak
     3 race
     3 top
     3 should
     3 quays
     3 word
     3 garment
     3 houses
     3 center
     3 important
     3 speaking
     3 mine
     3 itself
     3 wood
     3 sad
     3 call
     3 escort
     3 wished
     3 coldly
     3 fighter
     3 palace
     3 energy
     3 facing
     3 lean
     3 lived
     3 large
     3 creature
     3 built
     3 aware
     3 forgot
     3 guarantee
     3 whether
     3 promise
     3 outer
     3 brief
     3 shadow
     3 wind
     3 tight
     3 fleeting
     3 quality
     3 sob
     3 branch
     3 eyelids
     3 children
     3 suppose
     3 must
     3 single
     3 bow
     3 backward
     3 clearly
     3 tongue
     3 spite
     3 idea
     3 steps
     3 moving
     3 floating
     3 knotted
     3 bubbles
     3 brushed
     3 weather
     3 candlelight
     3 flowing
     3 leave
     3 size
     3 tunnel
     3 blank
     3 limbs
     3 chance
     3 instant
     3 obsidian
     3 stomach
     3 blackness
     3 circular
     3 won't
     3 really
     3 drunk
     3 saying
     3 thigh
     3 rug
     3 pulse
     3 drifted
     3 eating
     3 sobbing
     3 doing
     3 forearms
     3 shock
     3 rather
     3 gas
     3 handled
     3 barbed
     3 released
     3 grey
     3 dawn
     3 hungry
     3 near
     3 hoarsely
     3 bloody
     3 powdered
     3 they'd
     3 possible
     3 later
     3 crouched
     3 stab
     3 dropping
     3 slaves
     3 trembled
     3 anyone
     3 captain
     3 fists
     3 probably
     3 hanging
     3 starved
     3 sit
     3 hurry
     3 smooth
     3 flickering
     3 tapestries
     3 anger
     3 shot
     3 tension
     3 especially
     3 guess
     3 reason
     3 days
     3 filling
     3 fool
     3 bard's
     3 noise
     3 slack
     3 smoky
     3 cracked
     3 choked
     3 bit
     3 outward
     3 few
     3 passion
     3 hated
     3 ankles
     3 earth
     3 cup
     3 skins
     3 swiftly
     3 wrapped
     3 anyway
     3 paused
     3 breathed
     3 sea-beasts
     3 veils
     3 stand
     3 heat
     3 dagger-in-the-sheath
     3 dull
     3 trick
     3 guessed
     3 rope
     3 crawled
     3 understood
     3 glistening
     3 home
     3 brothers
     3 memory
     3 snapped
     3 rest
     3 vicious
     3 grave
     3 boat
     3 trees
     3 warily
     3 clawed
     3 warm
     3 geil
     3 fantastic
     3 midst
     3 collected
     3 weapons
     3 sent
     3 friends
     3 yet
     3 lives
     3 crash
     3 ready
     3 level
     3 dodged
     3 slightly
     3 woman's
     3 fruit
     3 rushed
     3 shall
     3 step
     3 sunken
     3 shaking
     3 lungs
     3 sunk
     3 wings
     3 cave
     3 strategy
     3 relaxed
     3 gently
     3 short
     3 touching
     2 nearest
     2 motionless
     2 gather
     2 elation
     2 rocks
     2 already
     2 semblance
     2 amusedly
     2 seconds
     2 stunted
     2 aye
     2 driven
     2 film-like
     2 marching
     2 third
     2 skirmish
     2 occasion
     2 scrawny
     2 expanded
     2 doorway
     2 staggered
     2 whirling
     2 luck
     2 pulsing
     2 listened
     2 mercury
     2 molded
     2 faster
     2 tlan
     2 curving
     2 months
     2 understand
     2 coil
     2 strike
     2 living
     2 chair
     2 coiling
     2 arrogant
     2 gigantic
     2 smoke
     2 grown
     2 burst
     2 lying
     2 rubbed
     2 shiver
     2 occasional
     2 crept
     2 choking
     2 curious
     2 weights
     2 ugly
     2 fact
     2 shocked
     2 confused
     2 ached
     2 meet
     2 seven
     2 swim
     2 plenty
     2 flank
     2 less
     2 earthman
     2 circle
     2 hit
     2 crowd
     2 everywhere
     2 scraped
     2 somehow
     2 carefully
     2 flickered
     2 steeply
     2 sleek
     2 uneasily
     2 muttered
     2 entered
     2 powerful
     2 quay
     2 curve
     2 choice
     2 silvered
     2 polished
     2 rippling
     2 scenes
     2 butcher
     2 scales
     2 meant
     2 sandaled
     2 lie
     2 deceptively
     2 sneaking
     2 crying
     2 veins
     2 casual
     2 question
     2 creatures
     2 rush
     2 curtained
     2 dangerous
     2 swift
     2 round
     2 tremble
     2 violently
     2 cell
     2 string
     2 groping
     2 nobody's
     2 warrior
     2 lined
     2 sniffed
     2 minutes
     2 hired
     2 worthless
     2 chin
     2 searching
     2 archways
     2 overlooking
     2 kiss
     2 dancing
     2 beauty
     2 note
     2 revenge
     2 blowing
     2 liquid
     2 stroked
     2 trunks
     2 flaring
     2 glistened
     2 exertion
     2 froze
     2 business
     2 wondered
     2 deliberation
     2 snarling
     2 let's
     2 swell
     2 drink
     2 muscled
     2 stirred
     2 fights
     2 severed
     2 comes
     2 whatever
     2 weak
     2 showing
     2 buy
     2 battles
     2 care
     2 explain
     2 squinting
     2 dreamed
     2 faintly
     2 slip
     2 mass
     2 harpstrings
     2 sparkling
     2 normal
     2 purple
     2 redness
     2 wound
     2 torches
     2 waved
     2 aside
     2 frame
     2 movement
     2 gathered
     2 bones
     2 burned
     2 cursing
     2 hollow
     2 glittering
     2 longsword
     2 languidly
     2 forever
     2 hearing
     2 peeled
     2 milled
     2 sighing
     2 pieces
     2 wove
     2 crushed
     2 among
     2 moist
     2 loins
     2 raging
     2 wrist
     2 captured
     2 tore
     2 nice
     2 weren't
     2 beaten
     2 hunting
     2 bowed
     2 swarming
     2 aglow
     2 six
     2 intensity
     2 asleep
     2 intently
     2 crawl
     2 you've
     2 hearths
     2 lingered
     2 wearily
     2 attack
     2 bulldog
     2 drum
     2 yelling
     2 queer
     2 echo
     2 faded
     2 decomposition
     2 written
     2 bank
     2 straightened
     2 blew
     2 they've
     2 stench
     2 spear
     2 story
     2 ground
     2 uneven
     2 gloom
     2 base
     2 carnival
     2 names
     2 point
     2 forehead
     2 siphoned
     2 trap
     2 game
     2 try
     2 pause
     2 joined
     2 supposed
     2 fastening
     2 closer
     2 glance
     2 setup
     2 safety
     2 beckoning
     2 she'd
     2 blazed
     2 calm
     2 ecstasy
     2 strained
     2 rigid
     2 belonged
     2 trust
     2 damnably
     2 surrender
     2 farther
     2 slung
     2 giving
     2 whom
     2 return
     2 breeding
     2 tightly
     2 climbing
     2 pelts
     2 happy
     2 vast
     2 dissolved
     2 real
     2 country
     2 payroll
     2 expression
     2 offered
     2 dame
     2 couch
     2 universe
     2 dense
     2 plucked
     2 smear
     2 infinite
     2 downward
     2 mental
     2 hope
     2 stretching
     2 stringy
     2 simple
     2 deadly
     2 worn
     2 lioness
     2 smoking
     2 expected
     2 tangled
     2 swimming
     2 tiredness
     2 baseless
     2 climb
     2 questions
     2 begun
     2 thrumming
     2 proud
     2 agony
     2 gutters
     2 furtively
     2 particular
     2 arrow
     2 following
     2 vibration
     2 scream
     2 magnetic
     2 flung
     2 woven
     2 curved
     2 screamed
     2 start
     2 calls
     2 alive-but-dead
     2 leaning
     2 suck
     2 idiocy
     2 pillars
     2 irony
     2 sheath
     2 ten
     2 waist
     2 storm
     2 braced
     2 shifted
     2 archway
     2 hooked
     2 screaming
     2 flags
     2 making
     2 flat-muscled
     2 ranks
     2 coral
     2 ladder
     2 harness
     2 washed
     2 catspaw
     2 cheeks
     2 themselves
     2 flying
     2 carcass
     2 grew
     2 shouting
     2 wake
     2 else
     2 limply
     2 forced
     2 settled
     2 thumb
     2 healthy
     2 colors
     2 sigh
     2 course
     2 titan
     2 honest
     2 ruled
     2 halted
     2 crazy
     2 none
     2 peered
     2 world
     2 rough
     2 shallows
     2 lain
     2 presently
     2 attached
     2 pleasure
     2 wrists
     2 nothingness
     2 titan's
     2 crimson
     2 quivering
     2 exploded
     2 fallen
     2 moored
     2 mainland
     2 fear
     2 showed
     2 psychology
     2 stretched
     2 loosened
     2 alongside
     2 tidal
     2 confronted
     2 corpse
     2 raking
     2 threatened
     2 clouds
     2 pointed
     2 softened
     2 releasing
     2 steaming
     2 planet
     2 grinned
     2 greasy
     2 feebly
     2 embers
     2 lights
     2 astern
     2 worked
     2 ended
     2 dagger
     2 measuring
     2 plumes
     2 visions
     2 spider
     2 fine
     2 hunted
     2 waking
     2 trailed
     2 watch
     2 basalt
     2 ceased
     2 unless
     2 balancing
     2 happens
     2 crypts
     2 mostly
     2 luminous
     2 shaped
     2 ripples
     2 ignited
     2 sea-shepherds
     2 dog
     2 war
     2 tabard
     2 blazing
     2 replied
     2 fins
     2 carrying
     2 wrath
     2 odd
     2 places
     2 sailed
     2 lighter
     2 untouched
     2 fairy
     2 feeds
     2 thoughts
     2 brutally
     2 twisting
     2 layer
     2 bewildered
     2 rested
     2 clenched
     2 force
     2 crusted
     2 history
     2 entering
     2 awake
     2 peoples
     2 careful
     2 girdle
     2 shivered
     2 second
     2 bound
     2 leg
     2 scarred
     2 harp-threads
     2 miles
     2 swayed
     2 wish
     2 attention
     2 searched
     2 tonight
     2 grim
     2 deeps
     2 sluiced
     2 bringing
     2 pricked
     2 losing
     2 hungrily
     2 vision
     2 cloth
     2 push
     2 hour
     2 born
     2 shuddering
     2 vaguely
     2 nostrils
     2 truth
     2 savage
     2 mixture
     2 green-eyed
     2 taking
     2 reflected
     2 signal
     2 cords
     2 upper
     2 skiffs
     2 sweeps
     2 other's
     2 longer
     2 glittered
     2 nor
     2 shepherds
     2 swallowed
     2 firelight
     2 useless
     2 daylight
     2 mounted
     2 ought
     2 marched
     2 weakly
     2 staring
     2 bigger
     2 gripped
     2 impossible
     2 scattered
     2 silver-green
     2 wherever
     2 chord
     2 ego
     2 gradually
     2 sang
     2 noticed
     2 stiffened
     2 completely
     2 sleeping
     2 nursing
     2 humans
     2 burn
     2 emotions
     2 drop
     2 vitals
     2 structure
     1 paws
     1 blood-colored
     1 clinging
     1 sheathed
     1 haste
     1 terro-venus
     1 fair
     1 crowding
     1 dent
     1 indrawn
     1 flail
     1 putrefaction
     1 flopped
     1 crown
     1 sink
     1 sweating
     1 rupture
     1 knots
     1 show
     1 obedience
     1 bone-sharp
     1 wash
     1 fresh
     1 jupiter
     1 roared
     1 blacken
     1 leaders
     1 surprise
     1 inserted
     1 jeweled
     1 corpse's
     1 exchange
     1 untying
     1 gravitating
     1 gasp
     1 pearl
     1 beautifully
     1 dipped
     1 sweaty
     1 partly
     1 tapestry
     1 leader
     1 giantess
     1 chutes
     1 brow
     1 perfect
     1 colonies
     1 dug
     1 cheated
     1 mining
     1 erotic
     1 sand-specule
     1 relief
     1 wet
     1 register
     1 tree
     1 skirling
     1 propellers
     1 thunder
     1 unbelievable
     1 nibbled
     1 drunker
     1 tarnishing
     1 waterfall
     1 backbone
     1 dancers
     1 musky
     1 draft
     1 distorted
     1 scarlet
     1 late
     1 slow-turned
     1 betrayer
     1 dimly
     1 gets
     1 balustrades
     1 strong-boned
     1 fret
     1 titanic
     1 cremate
     1 dun
     1 emptied
     1 suction
     1 weathered
     1 blast
     1 desired
     1 shafts
     1 melted
     1 coils
     1 dimness
     1 fling
     1 shoot
     1 demoniac
     1 frustrated
     1 lord
     1 tensed
     1 abortion
     1 bide
     1 swerved
     1 act
     1 throw
     1 cheek
     1 gloriously
     1 equaled
     1 weaved
     1 untied
     1 spilled
     1 brawny
     1 unwinking
     1 torture
     1 instinct
     1 dare
     1 dead-but-not-dead
     1 molten
     1 twilight
     1 tangle
     1 series
     1 forefathers
     1 apprehension
     1 scar-like
     1 clashing
     1 under-sea
     1 amythystine
     1 refused
     1 towering
     1 brick
     1 aching
     1 rattle
     1 writhing
     1 wandered
     1 tricks
     1 quarrelsome
     1 blockade
     1 figments
     1 baby's
     1 harder
     1 mouths
     1 determined
     1 jaws
     1 moments
     1 union
     1 obedient
     1 minded
     1 pronounced
     1 grapnels
     1 accepted
     1 softness
     1 subjugated
     1 jump
     1 high-priest's
     1 ports
     1 diffusion
     1 branded
     1 solar
     1 strips
     1 shattering
     1 radioactive
     1 endless
     1 sword-points
     1 waterfront
     1 sorry
     1 fed
     1 growing
     1 sea-gardens
     1 victims
     1 sphere
     1 eternal
     1 uncomplainingly
     1 kind
     1 gibbering
     1 subtly
     1 jolted
     1 arching
     1 needn't
     1 vitriol
     1 fathers
     1 steal
     1 leisurely
     1 drawing
     1 flood
     1 actual
     1 fields
     1 lashed
     1 fitfully
     1 special
     1 voices
     1 aces
     1 shed
     1 splashing
     1 shield-maidens
     1 pleasant
     1 honeycombed
     1 stung
     1 gunwale
     1 tinkled
     1 sinew
     1 velvet
     1 firmness
     1 exquisitely
     1 overjoyed
     1 groped
     1 delicate
     1 prisoners
     1 cleanly
     1 threads
     1 snow-white
     1 fury
     1 rocky
     1 bargain
     1 god-awfullest
     1 dusted
     1 platform
     1 stooping
     1 clinched
     1 beds
     1 pale-green
     1 knows
     1 slavery
     1 intra-coastal
     1 swollen
     1 dribble
     1 weighing
     1 unnoticed
     1 armed
     1 pillared
     1 numbness
     1 baring
     1 sparkled
     1 refilled
     1 stays
     1 ointment
     1 scar
     1 tanned
     1 dance
     1 tasted
     1 notes
     1 silks
     1 roaring
     1 devil
     1 instruments
     1 cast
     1 merely
     1 slashed
     1 palm
     1 passing
     1 tip
     1 discharges
     1 leaving
     1 displayed
     1 mob
     1 defenses
     1 ones
     1 thrashing
     1 glass
     1 aimlessly
     1 fey
     1 suffering
     1 narrowing
     1 bury
     1 basis
     1 shockingly
     1 climax
     1 phantoms
     1 blows
     1 terrific
     1 tapestried
     1 sibilant
     1 racing
     1 spaceward
     1 caper
     1 lone-wolf
     1 accented
     1 frighten
     1 twitching
     1 foam
     1 sea-monster
     1 tiredly
     1 fantastically
     1 glows
     1 happiness
     1 pulses
     1 lousy
     1 excised
     1 inquiry
     1 swarmed
     1 pilgrimage
     1 chords
     1 sucked
     1 flame-birds
     1 smudgy
     1 moment's
     1 herding
     1 stabbed
     1 drifts
     1 sucking
     1 battlements
     1 blinder
     1 source-life
     1 exploding
     1 worse
     1 faolan-of-the-ships
     1 courtyard
     1 hasn't
     1 increasingly
     1 scraping
     1 sharply
     1 whip
     1 cyclones
     1 insolent
     1 pursuing
     1 decide
     1 thirsty
     1 abandoned
     1 niche
     1 fern
     1 baby
     1 bite
     1 subconscious
     1 grime
     1 devoid
     1 biddings
     1 planes
     1 uninvolved
     1 forearm
     1 hurried
     1 recuperative
     1 ah
     1 besieged
     1 shields
     1 dulling
     1 population
     1 reds
     1 wrecked
     1 numbed
     1 oxygen
     1 shaping
     1 makes
     1 stranger
     1 reaved
     1 psycho-neural
     1 coat
     1 mess
     1 dived
     1 rangy
     1 crashed
     1 chafed
     1 emptiness
     1 paw
     1 believes
     1 sack
     1 toll
     1 activated
     1 join
     1 tingles
     1 furnaces
     1 meaning
     1 gentle
     1 semi-human
     1 arches
     1 timers
     1 sea-blood
     1 badly
     1 suffocation
     1 comfortable
     1 glared
     1 north
     1 waves
     1 ward
     1 snowy
     1 builders
     1 twice
     1 trade-in
     1 rims
     1 thinly
     1 basilica
     1 sea-pale
     1 mists
     1 midnight
     1 magnificently
     1 parried
     1 whirl
     1 limitless
     1 apart
     1 politely
     1 harp-song
     1 moor
     1 proving
     1 flower
     1 rid
     1 coarse
     1 band
     1 sealed
     1 half-light
     1 soaking
     1 wicked
     1 rocking
     1 sympathy
     1 daggers
     1 rusty
     1 heading
     1 fellow
     1 ice
     1 belch
     1 scars
     1 sunlight
     1 downpour
     1 idiot
     1 issued
     1 planets
     1 nearby
     1 uncles
     1 surrenders
     1 particularly
     1 blindly
     1 backs
     1 entrance
     1 ramps
     1 she-cat
     1 idly
     1 cat's
     1 learned
     1 malicious
     1 serve
     1 obviously
     1 mighty
     1 cable
     1 tied
     1 ounce
     1 guts
     1 stupor
     1 setting
     1 thank
     1 hauled
     1 picking
     1 flooded
     1 rivers
     1 nature
     1 solemnly
     1 disemboweled
     1 asking
     1 collars
     1 prayer
     1 uncomprehending
     1 colored
     1 cloaked
     1 promised
     1 mention
     1 bar
     1 wrenched
     1 heads
     1 deflatingly
     1 pace
     1 jet
     1 hide
     1 answered
     1 mineral
     1 duchess
     1 doors
     1 sweeping
     1 spanner
     1 pour
     1 build
     1 settlement
     1 regretfully
     1 sustenance
     1 deader
     1 carts
     1 shadowed
     1 shell
     1 kingdom
     1 squall
     1 monsters
     1 slain
     1 clusters
     1 abreast
     1 fled
     1 oldness
     1 helpless
     1 shoal-shallow
     1 grace
     1 whereas
     1 clamoring
     1 chimney
     1 sensitive
     1 cripesake
     1 pound
     1 glimpsed
     1 channeling
     1 clustered
     1 slinging
     1 stroking
     1 shrilly
     1 bend
     1 quickest
     1 flame-blue
     1 development
     1 surgery
     1 long-dead
     1 hinge
     1 land-men
     1 grapnelled
     1 flatly
     1 pants
     1 hollows
     1 stokers
     1 cove
     1 milk-blue
     1 flat-hipped
     1 lover
     1 writing
     1 claws
     1 dregs
     1 suits
     1 screens
     1 gasping
     1 swamp-edger
     1 colder
     1 talk
     1 heartbeat
     1 shoved
     1 desperately
     1 hides
     1 subtle
     1 bathing
     1 opposite
     1 flint
     1 pounded
     1 rambling
     1 deadlock
     1 snake
     1 seas
     1 anybody
     1 pains
     1 scrap
     1 drive
     1 tear
     1 inhabitant
     1 vague
     1 passageways
     1 solitary
     1 slave-people
     1 nowhere
     1 pushed
     1 betray
     1 wild-cat's
     1 barring
     1 pressing
     1 galleys
     1 plucking
     1 errands
     1 family
     1 arrogance
     1 shoal-water
     1 healing
     1 hound
     1 spew
     1 looping
     1 crude
     1 spirals
     1 godlike
     1 girls
     1 formed
     1 circles
     1 compressed
     1 chill
     1 bellied
     1 licked
     1 capillaries
     1 poked
     1 grin
     1 bait
     1 flag
     1 eddy
     1 quizzically
     1 wandering
     1 carven
     1 contents
     1 slim
     1 painfully
     1 sleepily
     1 speaker
     1 defeat
     1 smothered
     1 murky
     1 putrid
     1 gazed
     1 jekkara
     1 violent
     1 themes
     1 bulk
     1 flint-sparks
     1 trembling
     1 merest
     1 shove
     1 fine-cut
     1 perfume
     1 needle-eyes
     1 tortured
     1 clam
     1 raveled
     1 leaves
     1 yell
     1 nervously
     1 channels
     1 panther
     1 high-seat
     1 hearts
     1 cabin
     1 ringed
     1 red-smeared
     1 dog's
     1 harvested
     1 exhilarated
     1 clashed
     1 canals
     1 combat
     1 hypnotized
     1 sleepy
     1 shepherd's
     1 reality
     1 decks
     1 booted
     1 fifth
     1 stairway
     1 delineating
     1 darker
     1 grow
     1 muscle
     1 committing
     1 drowned
     1 rooms
     1 cushioning
     1 gallery
     1 recalcitrant
     1 amphibious
     1 unobtrusively
     1 bleached
     1 jumped
     1 nights
     1 reluctance
     1 rivets
     1 warning
     1 cuddled
     1 whining
     1 half-veiled
     1 usually
     1 swerve
     1 refurbished
     1 coughed
     1 exactly
     1 blond
     1 eh
     1 indeed
     1 angling
     1 bear
     1 rib-case
     1 direct
     1 caressing
     1 companions
     1 martian
     1 gasped
     1 indigo
     1 plead
     1 increased
     1 toes
     1 moistened
     1 savagely
     1 bottled
     1 vagary
     1 grate
     1 pawing
     1 feverishly
     1 prayed
     1 labor
     1 sons
     1 explanation
     1 prying
     1 arrogantly
     1 mourning
     1 jewel-like
     1 bobbling
     1 battle's
     1 webs
     1 indicators
     1 whirlpools
     1 separate
     1 solve
     1 link
     1 thoroughness
     1 space
     1 parts
     1 wrought
     1 judgment
     1 leg-shackles
     1 filtered
     1 walks
     1 sized
     1 embittered
     1 encirclement
     1 hot-tempered
     1 there'll
     1 tugging
     1 oddly
     1 flagship
     1 racial
     1 swoop
     1 lowered
     1 deft
     1 cleaned
     1 hysteria
     1 sections
     1 vines
     1 wolfish
     1 culling-nets
     1 howl
     1 foothills
     1 ushered
     1 crackling
     1 paled
     1 coalesce
     1 glimmers
     1 boards
     1 noon
     1 stalls
     1 wonderingly
     1 cared
     1 points
     1 wants
     1 flushed
     1 bleak
     1 myself
     1 feverish
     1 dreams
     1 hurrying
     1 wear
     1 depends
     1 spurt
     1 soldier-fighters
     1 wasted
     1 lint-white
     1 nostalgia
     1 raided
     1 hearth
     1 survival
     1 throwing
     1 stratosphere
     1 shouts
     1 unpleasant
     1 vent
     1 loosely
     1 press
     1 scared
     1 responsible
     1 beneath
     1 embering
     1 delicately
     1 disintegrate
     1 clouded
     1 fashion
     1 dicks
     1 desire
     1 solid
     1 happily
     1 sign
     1 flax
     1 tumbling
     1 mews
     1 hushed
     1 imaginary
     1 immense
     1 promising
     1 crowded
     1 lambent
     1 verge
     1 twenty-some
     1 obeyed
     1 swordwise
     1 twin
     1 clumsy
     1 briefly
     1 hurled
     1 glide
     1 low-canalers
     1 redder
     1 outland
     1 siren
     1 glow
     1 dozen
     1 flaggings
     1 darknesses
     1 plant
     1 nearly
     1 snowflakes
     1 venusians
     1 fifty
     1 worrying
     1 ivory
     1 trophies
     1 finally
     1 coolness
     1 circled
     1 surrounded
     1 dangerously
     1 bargains
     1 unemotional
     1 petting
     1 secretly
     1 interrupted
     1 ate
     1 flare
     1 half-closed
     1 wept
     1 jutting
     1 blistering
     1 artery
     1 tiller
     1 effulgence
     1 thrummed
     1 snarled
     1 section
     1 shingle
     1 street
     1 gotten
     1 bloom
     1 ridged
     1 draperies
     1 tigress
     1 translucent
     1 glinted
     1 jangle
     1 corded
     1 bitterness
     1 attacked
     1 certainty
     1 whistle
     1 eighteen
     1 greasily
     1 strikes
     1 cradled
     1 sister
     1 drowsed
     1 stinking
     1 crossed
     1 cannot
     1 butter
     1 flirted
     1 flush
     1 untie
     1 weaving
     1 counter
     1 volcano
     1 nearer
     1 soul
     1 checked
     1 longswords
     1 shield
     1 seriously
     1 reddish
     1 bothered
     1 yelled
     1 campfire
     1 married
     1 retorted
     1 wild
     1 miracle
     1 arc
     1 virgin
     1 crop
     1 flattened
     1 tramps
     1 crescent
     1 ashore
     1 bluffing
     1 everyone
     1 intercept
     1 delivering
     1 rustle
     1 tables
     1 lightness
     1 importance
     1 identify
     1 treated
     1 sensed
     1 suspicion
     1 muscleless
     1 win
     1 fecund
     1 bandage
     1 precious
     1 anymore
     1 frustratedly
     1 cracks
     1 echoing
     1 mound
     1 soft-shod
     1 embraced
     1 devices
     1 hissed
     1 pillar
     1 recognize
     1 coursing
     1 ruling
     1 spat
     1 bearing
     1 reflection
     1 choosing
     1 burden
     1 villas
     1 intangible
     1 swooped
     1 unseeingly
     1 arrived
     1 tides
     1 icy
     1 rushing
     1 garments
     1 honored
     1 membranes
     1 unbelieving
     1 motes
     1 speed
     1 abruptly
     1 peak
     1 forgetting
     1 thumbs
     1 deliberately
     1 candles
     1 boy
     1 interstices
     1 muscular
     1 twitch
     1 self
     1 hairy
     1 bows
     1 stuff
     1 adding
     1 key
     1 shaved
     1 who'd
     1 magnificent
     1 constricted
     1 belched
     1 starke-called-conan
     1 flexing
     1 millennium
     1 exonerate
     1 sinking
     1 regain
     1 furs
     1 staple
     1 prisoner
     1 gaseous
     1 delicacy
     1 bare-breasted
     1 raveling
     1 causing
     1 red-eyed
     1 wailing
     1 woke
     1 crushing
     1 basin
     1 murmured
     1 wearing
     1 resplendent
     1 silhouette
     1 strands
     1 freed
     1 cushions
     1 sitting
     1 pulsed
     1 cross-legged
     1 mars
     1 wincing
     1 dreaming
     1 suspicious
     1 boneless
     1 riding
     1 ancestors
     1 nahali
     1 uppermost
     1 drunkenly
     1 osmosis
     1 ironic
     1 fleshless
     1 shivering
     1 stiff
     1 suggested
     1 rove
     1 shaken
     1 smoke-shrouded
     1 prevented
     1 fluids
     1 tune
     1 members
     1 poured
     1 seething
     1 containing
     1 flurry
     1 whirled
     1 iron
     1 where's
     1 cost
     1 restively
     1 guides
     1 emotionally
     1 pinwheel
     1 engaged
     1 kicked
     1 features
     1 contrast
     1 gathering
     1 withdrawn
     1 singly
     1 intestines
     1 notice
     1 nerve
     1 sails
     1 hacksaw
     1 soon
     1 torsos
     1 x
     1 noticing
     1 walled
     1 piece
     1 ankle
     1 mop
     1 dents
     1 intend
     1 pelt
     1 wavered
     1 ends
     1 rivulet
     1 ghastly
     1 wave
     1 putting
     1 herself
     1 thoughtfully
     1 stands
     1 instrument
     1 stumps
     1 lithe
     1 entirely
     1 hooks
     1 deliberated
     1 composed
     1 cooled
     1 vital
     1 needed
     1 innocent
     1 ally
     1 scurvy
     1 mercurian
     1 forked
     1 jutted
     1 jarred
     1 actually
     1 bruises
     1 father
     1 changed
     1 itch
     1 stricken
     1 dwellings
     1 herded
     1 cooler
     1 premonition
     1 wielding
     1 pallid
     1 chins
     1 positions
     1 intent
     1 marks
     1 frosty-white
     1 eager
     1 foam-sparkle
     1 sought
     1 garroted
     1 soldiers
     1 blinded
     1 source-fire
     1 material
     1 sweet
     1 cleft
     1 stop
     1 reeling
     1 now's
     1 diving
     1 followers
     1 shapes
     1 simmer
     1 insane
     1 questioned
     1 plunder
     1 spaced
     1 means
     1 exhilaration
     1 weigh
     1 cavern
     1 crush
     1 bitterly
     1 forests
     1 netted
     1 fishing
     1 cleared
     1 torchlight
     1 hysterical
     1 bell
     1 leapt
     1 another's
     1 seventeen
     1 maze
     1 rapped
     1 awoke
     1 decided
     1 lorelei
     1 accent
     1 galled
     1 massively
     1 received
     1 defend
     1 calculating
     1 crashing
     1 dart
     1 welded
     1 animal-like
     1 torch-smoke
     1 vividly
     1 glimmered
     1 limned
     1 company
     1 getaway
     1 uh
     1 leathery
     1 rammed
     1 snatched
     1 odor
     1 jerking
     1 coloring
     1 choose
     1 property
     1 fabric
     1 shatteringly
     1 wealed
     1 cat
     1 resurrected
     1 instantaneous
     1 growled
     1 strangely
     1 blaze
     1 joining
     1 avenues
     1 hiding
     1 busy
     1 cautious
     1 needs
     1 missing
     1 focus
     1 begin
     1 ability
     1 responded
     1 dough
     1 peculiar
     1 gold-bossed
     1 rings
     1 guests
     1 turret
     1 veined
     1 hopes
     1 escape
     1 salt
     1 pediments
     1 saving
     1 steamed
     1 wars
     1 stalemate
     1 side's
     1 hooking
     1 enemies
     1 ironically
     1 readied
     1 wing-like
     1 parents
     1 significance
     1 boys
     1 weeding
     1 friendly
     1 tendrils
     1 masses
     1 nobody
     1 jitter
     1 phosphorescent
     1 harp-sound
     1 formation
     1 tapered
     1 opal
     1 sheepdogs
     1 lhi
     1 armories
     1 longboats
     1 drooling
     1 plummeting
     1 bard-tales
     1 frosty
     1 roused
     1 tails
     1 tattered
     1 pool
     1 borrowed
     1 unpleasantly
     1 unbalanced
     1 turreted
     1 breach
     1 traveled
     1 crews
     1 hint
     1 possessed
     1 examined
     1 brilliance
     1 touches
     1 hid
     1 diamond
     1 trained
     1 instinctively
     1 immediate
     1 hers
     1 moonlight
     1 murmur
     1 fingernails
     1 menace
     1 dialects
     1 managed
     1 starts
     1 film-tissue
     1 loped
     1 rubbish
     1 moorings
     1 healthily
     1 stern
     1 bared
     1 blackened
     1 squareness
     1 cleaved
     1 crouching
     1 folded
     1 cheekbone
     1 gaunt
     1 couches
     1 pad
     1 crazily
     1 toast
     1 manhood
     1 stricture
     1 tuck
     1 linnl's
     1 bother
     1 scrambled
     1 outstretched
     1 cleavage
     1 laziness
     1 fibers
     1 piled
     1 fingered
     1 resurrection
     1 deposit
     1 thrones
     1 pantomime
     1 reeds
     1 cheer
     1 illuminating
     1 finely
     1 long-toed
     1 catch
     1 grain
     1 quarrel
     1 fun
     1 destroying
     1 frontier
     1 harmlessly
     1 elevated
     1 admiration
     1 floated
     1 instantly
     1 massacred
     1 skirting
     1 nine
     1 smiles
     1 bridge
     1 attraction
     1 lashing
     1 conditioned
     1 accident-mangled
     1 darting
     1 corners
     1 tight-woven
     1 keeps
     1 silt
     1 agonized
     1 muffled
     1 throbbing
     1 theme
     1 nameless
     1 bodily
     1 temperature
     1 panels
     1 dried
     1 threading
     1 windowless
     1 dispatched
     1 false
     1 expressionless
     1 safe
     1 consuming
     1 languages
     1 hypnotic
     1 profane
     1 spent
     1 spared
     1 needles
     1 curiosity
     1 efficiency
     1 taste
     1 silvery
     1 apartment
     1 forget
     1 showered
     1 mystic
     1 combined
     1 vagaries
     1 consciousness
     1 particles
     1 undertones
     1 horde
     1 sinewy
     1 emanations
     1 widened
     1 ambers
     1 studied
     1 incredible
     1 unbearable
     1 nomadic
     1 elbows
     1 presence
     1 sincerely
     1 fragrance
     1 nudged
     1 provocative
     1 smirked
     1 bellowed
     1 downward-sloping
     1 faced
     1 breaths
     1 pairs
     1 beard
     1 front
     1 meeting
     1 cruelly
     1 police
     1 slyly
     1 knelt
     1 roved
     1 selected
     1 river
     1 caverns
     1 inland
     1 reaches
     1 utterly
     1 caldera
     1 horse
     1 green-tipped
     1 drenched
     1 known
     1 tingling
     1 atop
     1 eyrie
     1 thermometer
     1 absently
     1 towns
     1 instinctive
     1 kissed
     1 rage
     1 line
     1 mystically
     1 quarters
     1 pointing
     1 snobbery
     1 kilted
     1 giant
     1 need
     1 does
     1 thankfully
     1 denial
     1 process
     1 collecting
     1 working
     1 bump
     1 knowing
     1 melody
     1 lighted
     1 filing
     1 substance
     1 period
     1 sepulchers
     1 forbidden
     1 half-cruel
     1 sluice
     1 sizzled
     1 humanity
     1 patted
     1 ice-cold
     1 habitual
     1 support
     1 content
     1 kick
     1 treads
     1 turrets
     1 wavering
     1 whoever
     1 during
     1 squares
     1 centers
     1 schools
     1 latitudes
     1 stalling
     1 eerily
     1 streams
     1 layers
     1 laying
     1 vaned
     1 lady
     1 painted
     1 gingerly
     1 wreck
     1 contract
     1 cheekbones
     1 wiping
     1 who's
     1 splash
     1 biggest
     1 lever
     1 spark-shot
     1 slope
     1 pack
     1 listening
     1 gorged
     1 babble
     1 fork
     1 swelling
     1 disguised
     1 faintest
     1 delineates
     1 distilled
     1 webbed
     1 thinned
     1 vacant
     1 kicking
     1 extraordinarily
     1 radiation
     1 winding
     1 pick
     1 main
     1 nerves
     1 hunched
     1 flagon
     1 drained
     1 angrily
     1 cage
     1 asteroid
     1 marble
     1 inward
     1 basement
     1 happening
     1 betrayed
     1 system
     1 closing
     1 cannulas
     1 shifting
     1 maps
     1 brains
     1 sword-blade
     1 subterranean
     1 drama
     1 rank
     1 soil
     1 reverberations
     1 sooner
     1 proposition
     1 gills
     1 lolling
     1 crack
     1 rhythm
     1 vitality
     1 primitive
     1 ringing
     1 fiery
     1 incandescence
     1 yards
     1 blue-green
     1 recognizing
     1 crutch
     1 shafted
     1 sane
     1 impact
     1 ferns
     1 letting
     1 radium-skinned
     1 everybody
     1 sea-devil
     1 caged
     1 dulled
     1 grab
     1 provided
     1 lazy
     1 judged
     1 harp-shepherd
     1 winnow
     1 chemical
     1 shred
     1 separated
     1 smashing
     1 monitor
     1 spine
     1 memories
     1 hunt
     1 become
     1 clutching
     1 smeared
     1 exquisite
     1 several
     1 texture
     1 hazard
     1 believing
     1 pillagers
     1 stops
     1 chose
     1 lidded
     1 shoving
     1 whose
     1 mile
     1 talked
     1 overlooked
     1 superficially
     1 enraged
     1 minds
     1 swirling
     1 tones
     1 thwart
     1 buoyed
     1 army
     1 backed
     1 loosed
     1 shaft
     1 lovers
     1 goddam
     1 sagged
     1 discover
     1 smelted
     1 wounds
     1 excited
     1 recognized
     1 harped
     1 panic
     1 hidden
     1 one's
     1 voice-throwing
     1 hardly
     1 incorporated
     1 winged
     1 kid
     1 outlined
     1 transparent
     1 bursts
     1 gardener
     1 eroded
     1 conscious
     1 heel
     1 rule
     1 nets
     1 dialogue
     1 fire-encrusted
     1 glassy
     1 dilated
     1 groaned
     1 handle
     1 stuffed
     1 doubtful
     1 paced
     1 benches
     1 blunt
     1 cries
     1 ring
     1 satisfaction
     1 suit
     1 retracted
     1 connected
     1 hook
     1 civil
     1 scarves
     1 horizon
     1 convolutions
     1 tips
     1 often
     1 weariness
     1 guns
     1 soared
     1 revolving
     1 believed
     1 rich
     1 thwarts
     1 swathed
     1 spire
     1 sensuous
     1 securely
     1 clattered
     1 yellowly
     1 volcanic
     1 shade
     1 spanning
     1 wickedly
     1 spot
     1 spread
     1 tramping
     1 gong
     1 hating
     1 feed
     1 eardrums
     1 willing
     1 stirrings
     1 catching
     1 urge
     1 atmospheric
     1 continuing
     1 emptily
     1 albino
     1 slapping
     1 lunged
     1 controlled
     1 rustling
     1 soreness
     1 anyhow
     1 falcon's
     1 able
     1 path
     1 tighten
     1 chuckle
     1 knocking
     1 wooden
     1 resembling
     1 unearthly
     1 rebirth
     1 glad
     1 tone
     1 freedom
     1 pleasantly
     1 easier
     1 strolled
     1 concluded
     1 witlessly
     1 endwise
     1 dressed
     1 stream
     1 swamp-edgers
     1 thread
     1 echoed
     1 spare
     1 parted
     1 store
     1 deadliness
     1 stony
     1 echoes
     1 tribal
     1 tiny
     1 travel
     1 machinery
     1 clenching
     1 foreground
     1 sideways
     1 shark-pale
     1 troubled
     1 struggle
     1 phosphorescently
     1 hammer
     1 triple
     1 complicated
     1 weighed
     1 joy
     1 intersected
     1 awaited
     1 stopping
     1 equals
     1 insolently
     1 leash
     1 fish-like
     1 ornamentation
     1 spears
     1 looks
     1 stark
     1 spits
     1 inane
     1 scratched
     1 relatives
     1 pacing
     1 sizes
     1 glowed
     1 brute
     1 familiar
     1 decorating
     1 centuries
     1 gained
     1 intimately
     1 membrane
     1 currents
     1 bulletin
     1 struggling
     1 watered
     1 onward
     1 instead
     1 accomplish
     1 awaken
     1 amoebic
     1 ask
     1 appearing
     1 spate
     1 crystalline
     1 pure
     1 stiffen
     1 inevitable
     1 falgian
     1 warningly
     1 uncompromising
     1 grips
     1 hawk's
     1 felon
     1 strongbox
     1 school
     1 resting
     1 fattened
     1 wiry
     1 read
     1 allies
     1 guillotine
     1 window
     1 purpose
     1 batty
     1 green-haired
     1 veered
     1 headed
     1 bathed
     1 bursting
     1 passionate
     1 slitted
     1 draw
     1 upturned
     1 driving
     1 heavier
     1 greyhound
     1 momentary
     1 conductor
     1 century
     1 crime
     1 lovely
     1 temples
     1 gladly
     1 confusion
     1 crud
     1 scowled
     1 flumed
     1 core
     1 massive
     1 clung
     1 plighted
     1 babies
     1 courteous
     1 spines
     1 town
     1 cobra
     1 acting
     1 stifling
     1 raise
     1 electrical
     1 paid
     1 imprisoned
     1 telecasts
     1 blasphemy
     1 dimmed
     1 sides
     1 ride
     1 overboard
     1 valve
     1 clangor
     1 delight
     1 huh
     1 momentarily
     1 tongues
     1 threaded
     1 tentative
     1 matter-of-fact-tone
     1 celebration
     1 remain
     1 quarter
     1 attentive
     1 plotting
     1 tags
     1 upholding
     1 community
     1 pair
     1 frowned
     1 nuzzled
     1 destroy
     1 dew-covered
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  753 the
     577 and
     405 a
     365 to
     328 he
     315 of
     288 it
     215 was
     208 you
     194 in
     165 that
     164 said
     162 anthony
     154 his
     143 i
     125 with
     122 at
     118 him
     107 on
     95 had
     94 but
     93 for
     85 all
     81 not
     76 there
     68 have
     66 them
     64 up
     64 out
     60 they
     58 as
     58 were
     58 is
     57 what
     52 do
     51 like
     51 crider
     51 one
     50 or
     49 we
     48 so
     45 your
     45 get
     44 me
     44 again
     43 this
     42 man
     42 down
     41 from
     41 got
     40 be
     40 now
     39 i'm
     39 any
     39 then
     37 no
     37 just
     37 into
     37 over
     36 more
     36 about
     36 here
     35 it's
     34 don't
     33 if
     32 by
     32 could
     32 eckworth
     31 right
     31 back
     31 fern
     30 know
     30 too
     29 jennings
     28 go
     28 only
     27 mr
     27 who
     27 are
     27 been
     26 that's
     26 something
     26 away
     26 going
     26 little
     26 went
     25 their
     25 two
     24 want
     24 never
     24 look
     24 other
     23 looked
     23 think
     23 head
     22 some
     22 how
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     1 symptom
     1 wearily
     1 passage
     1 slid
     1 trash
     1 bolted
     1 gag
     1 billions
     1 solaray
     1 investments
     1 offer
     1 kill
     1 breathe
     1 innumerable
     1 haggard
     1 jail
     1 gay
     1 rumbled
     1 yelling
     1 furiously
     1 exhibited
     1 paving
     1 determination
     1 leigh
     1 hysteria
     1 queer
     1 justify
     1 fad
     1 motioned
     1 derisively
     1 bent
     1 pulled
     1 sets
     1 deserts
     1 lakes
     1 county
     1 alive
     1 within
     1 led
     1 tearing
     1 tongue
     1 wants
     1 covers
     1 processing
     1 megalomania
     1 trip
     1 depends
     1 native
     1 bank
     1 bored
     1 deteriorating
     1 garden
     1 grasses
     1 flourished
     1 flanged
     1 famines
     1 cluster
     1 inspected
     1 glancing
     1 seamed
     1 audibly
     1 vortex
     1 delivery
     1 survival
     1 cover-up
     1 creeping
     1 outto
     1 tantrums
     1 exercising
     1 unpleasant
     1 scared
     1 inwardly
     1 beneath
     1 believe
     1 ii
     1 desire
     1 trailing
     1 bankrupts
     1 grouped
     1 quivered
     1 child's
     1 bondage
     1 causes
     1 floating
     1 mesh
     1 stress
     1 underwear
     1 crowded
     1 specified
     1 briefly
     1 conviction
     1 pipes
     1 hurled
     1 locked
     1 fidget
     1 fancy
     1 glide
     1 creased
     1 jerky
     1 glow
     1 plant
     1 voyage
     1 worrying
     1 dazed
     1 tangible
     1 smarter
     1 dingy
     1 developed
     1 mooning
     1 suffer
     1 bands
     1 accountants
     1 holocaust
     1 technician
     1 arrivals
     1 tn
     1 ate
     1 throughout
     1 supposed
     1 tells
     1 utter
     1 clock
     1 closer
     1 relaxation
     1 snarled
     1 glance
     1 flowing
     1 supper
     1 rounded
     1 evenings
     1 pathetic
     1 amusement
     1 droughts
     1 imagery
     1 whistle
     1 racket
     1 glasses
     1 carriers
     1 hollow-eyed
     1 felonies
     1 stinking
     1 individualists
     1 avoided
     1 cannot
     1 toddle
     1 starve
     1 q
     1 blazed
     1 shake
     1 floorboards
     1 purgative
     1 underpass
     1 andadded
     1 h
     1 seriously
     1 reddish
     1 dropped
     1 yelled
     1 clambered
     1 calculators
     1 trust
     1 electronic
     1 interview
     1 silly
     1 escalator
     1 clacketyclack
     1 everyone
     1 loaded
     1 check-up
     1 claustrophobic
     1 lavishes
     1 local
     1 toss
     1 blandly
     1 whom
     1 finish
     1 danced
     1 flushing
     1 stone
     1 yours
     1 bronzed
     1 breeding
     1 work-periods
     1 twentieth
     1 um
     1 wad
     1 tightly
     1 holding
     1 pulse
     1 spectators
     1 outfit
     1 stimuli
     1 burden
     1 country
     1 flames
     1 counting
     1 secrets
     1 port
     1 handicap
     1 drifted
     1 icy
     1 eventually
     1 rushing
     1 decisions
     1 e
     1 lest
     1 earn
     1 else's
     1 programs
     1 conspicuous
     1 located
     1 uneasy
     1 formless
     1 creation
     1 stability
     1 lamb
     1 wallowing
     1 dunes
     1 excitement
     1 passengers
     1 discreetly
     1 tv
     1 pots
     1 stimulating
     1 ourselves
     1 externals
     1 shock
     1 wasting
     1 bottom
     1 revealing
     1 ranchers
     1 bills
     1 irritable
     1 parched
     1 recommended
     1 quotient
     1 adding
     1 imperfect
     1 die
     1 exist
     1 sport
     1 charming
     1 conditioning
     1 natural
     1 stretching
     1 sinking
     1 stringy
     1 incuriously
     1 tinkered
     1 hungry
     1 foremen
     1 plastic
     1 psychiatrists
     1 sea
     1 worn
     1 freeway
     1 smoking
     1 expected
     1 near
     1 cursory
     1 promotions
     1 wailing
     1 woke
     1 popped
     1 crushing
     1 guaranteed
     1 murmured
     1 operated
     1 turning
     1 crests
     1 unprocessed
     1 punch
     1 mars
     1 seized
     1 inspiration
     1 yawning
     1 covertly
     1 rousing
     1 bloody
     1 ancestors
     1 pressures
     1 tended
     1 questions
     1 bodies
     1 sins
     1 poke
     1 wonders
     1 spaceport
     1 stiff
     1 wise
     1 tuning
     1 alcohol
     1 later
     1 poured
     1 containing
     1 bud
     1 agony
     1 where's
     1 mass-produced
     1 emotionally
     1 engaged
     1 letters
     1 unsatisfied
     1 co-ordination
     1 notice
     1 clanked
     1 groaning
     1 implement
     1 pictures
     1 butt
     1 softer
     1 sewed
     1 piece
     1 like-india
     1 zero
     1 cowardly
     1 neat
     1 rebelling
     1 underlying
     1 data
     1 highway
     1 gleamed
     1 unease
     1 regret
     1 stumbled
     1 chest
     1 well-sweep
     1 ends
     1 someone
     1 thoughtfully
     1 planet's
     1 onto
     1 thud
     1 space-trail
     1 doped
     1 slaves
     1 circuit-breakers
     1 states
     1 needed
     1 stimulants
     1 suspiciously
     1 expensive
     1 impatience
     1 alarmed
     1 certified
     1 electric
     1 timed
     1 busted
     1 father
     1 embodies
     1 anyone
     1 antique
     1 stopper
     1 reject
     1 assay
     1 jim
     1 flicker
     1 vet
     1 gratefully
     1 ten
     1 pylons
     1 labor's
     1 immensity
     1 external
     1 material
     1 recoiling
     1 sweet
     1 authorities
     1 submerged
     1 detailed
     1 reeling
     1 misery
     1 insistent
     1 nuthouse
     1 hard-bound
     1 winter
     1 women's
     1 ex-
     1 insane
     1 lifetime
     1 eckworths
     1 teetered
     1 spaced
     1 prescribed
     1 absolutely
     1 patches
     1 moaned
     1 ascent
     1 producing
     1 west
     1 prickled
     1 probably
     1 violation
     1 bell
     1 detach
     1 maze
     1 rapped
     1 plaintive
     1 out-of
     1 mac
     1 tremendous
     1 fixed
     1 uniform
     1 crashing
     1 pneumo-hammers
     1 solitude
     1 washed
     1 normal'
     1 spreading
     1 attacking
     1 gloomily
     1 cheeks
     1 leathery
     1 uh
     1 webbing
     1 younger
     1 springing
     1 glassed-in
     1 adults
     1 fabric
     1 ragged
     1 function
     1 helplessness
     1 grunted_
     1 untrue
     1 constant
     1 financial
     1 secretions
     1 clothes
     1 cables
     1 occupation
     1 sandstone
     1 emerges
     1 discuss
     1 plank
     1 steady
     1 traits
     1 valleys
     1 submissive
     1 spell
     1 vivid
     1 hopes
     1 dash
     1 healthy
     1 awfully
     1 irresolute
     1 unkindly
     1 whine
     1 hang-dog
     1 bins
     1 wars
     1 internal
     1 sheepishly
     1 involved
     1 blurred
     1 united
     1 quit
     1 waver
     1 visiting
     1 masses
     1 back-to-the-womb
     1 unattached
     1 thrill
     1 totals
     1 wont
     1 carries
     1 electro-scanner
     1 squiggles
     1 ganymede
     1 chap
     1 frantic
     1 row
     1 vicarious
     1 announcer
     1 affirming
     1 depressing
     1 splayfooted
     1 forefinger
     1 sterile
     1 road
     1 rough
     1 rumpled
     1 respectable
     1 murk
     1 gaze
     1 tormenting
     1 lurched
     1 nothingness
     1 buried-cable
     1 refrigeration
     1 examination
     1 profession
     1 hesitated
     1 corridor
     1 glare
     1 manage
     1 menace
     1 leaking
     1 resist
     1 kindly
     1 high-protein
     1 aloud
     1 ruin
     1 veritable
     1 three-quarters
     1 to-do
     1 boulevard
     1 fallen
     1 candy-bars
     1 miss-out-there-in-her-starry-dress
     1 tendency
     1 intermingled
     1 matrix
     1 percolate
     1 pedestrian
     1 tension
     1 pink
     1 especially
     1 natural'
     1 rise
     1 mediocre
     1 bother
     1 panted
     1 light-headed
     1 boast
     1 ruined
     1 rumbling
     1 cerebrating
     1 chute
     1 piled
     1 such
     1 greater
     1 degree
     1 rows
     1 sedation
     1 ancient
     1 catch
     1 fun
     1 talent
     1 limpness
     1 intolerable
     1 swaddling
     1 frontier
     1 member
     1 reality-image
     1 nowadays
     1 moroseness
     1 individually
     1 shied
     1 fleck
     1 gangplank
     1 vacuum
     1 exhaust
     1 sanity
     1 grinding
     1 scientific
     1 disturbance
     1 sulky-looking
     1 daddy
     1 apparatus
     1 dying
     1 represent
     1 bunk
     1 conditioned
     1 labored
     1 disagreement
     1 demanding
     1 lightning
     1 days
     1 tottered
     1 keeps
     1 shovel
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     1 clarity
     1 guys
     1 clothe
     1 alongside
     1 filling
     1 pinched
     1 mattered
     1 clothing
     1 temperature
     1 hallmark
     1 panels
     1 concentrates
     1 dried
     1 mentioned
     1 safe
     1 star
     1 clouds
     1 pointed
     1 thicker
     1 make-believe
     1 spent
     1 responsibility
     1 unfunctional
     1 medium
     1 decimal
     1 perspective
     1 guarded
     1 forget
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     1 palatial
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     1 imagine
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     1 incredible
     1 storefronts
     1 cracked
     1 choked
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     1 ended
     1 naked
     1 snakes
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     1 south
     1 meeting
     1 amount
     1 marked
     1 police
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     1 gardens
     1 forcing
     1 products
     1 fighting
     1 smiling
     1 utterly
     1 trailed
     1 astronomical
     1 presses
     1 pouring
     1 drenched
     1 outfitters
     1 realities
     1 ceramic
     1 person
     1 dizzy
     1 fiction
     1 line
     1 shout
     1 emotion
     1 quarters
     1 impossibly
     1 stated
     1 honing
     1 girders
     1 giant
     1 horrifying
     1 knowing
     1 art-work
     1 manufactured
     1 period
     1 atomic
     1 ocherous
     1 crystallizing
     1 ready---
     1 unless
     1 spun
     1 created
     1 unnaturally
     1 agriculture
     1 aptitude
     1 urbanites
     1 top-notch
     1 buses
     1 premium
     1 gulp
     1 during
     1 frozen
     1 o'clock
     1 centers
     1 schools
     1 unchanging
     1 faint
     1 droned
     1 rising
     1 wreck
     1 pretense
     1 unnecessary
     1 contract
     1 whimpered
     1 accusingly
     1 tightness
     1 argument
     1 forty
     1 dog
     1 absurdum
     1 odorous
     1 biggest
     1 rufous
     1 fairly
     1 babble
     1 furtive
     1 barred
     1 monotonously
     1 breathed
     1 blazing
     1 sour
     1 satisfied
     1 panting
     1 emotional
     1 phobia
     1 heaps
     1 workout
     1 advice
     1 angrily
     1 roots
     1 complexities
     1 normality
     1 subject
     1 basement
     1 mantling
     1 sodden
     1 mirror
     1 closing
     1 rubies
     1 nip
     1 model
     1 static
     1 unhealthy
     1 semi-annual
     1 grimly
     1 clicking
     1 intensely
     1 agitated
     1 sooner
     1 horrid
     1 supervisor
     1 proposition
     1 dull
     1 climate
     1 case
     1 warmed
     1 lolling
     1 blow
     1 crack
     1 lively
     1 lighter
     1 lounge
     1 battered
     1 animal
     1 guessed
     1 ringing
     1 trace
     1 contemporary
     1 east
     1 geologic
     1 roar
     1 games
     1 english
     1 operation
     1 fairy
     1 hadn't
     1 protective
     1 clump
     1 unutterably
     1 sane
     1 thoughts
     1 achieved
     1 tanks
     1 spacesick
     1 glistening
     1 grab
     1 thirty-seven
     1 provided
     1 excitedly
     1 strain
     1 non-habit-forming
     1 memories
     1 become
     1 snapped
     1 arrangements
     1 driver
     1 caution
     1 shivered
     1 sliding
     1 bawled
     1 shoving
     1 overleap
     1 legs
     1 answering
     1 bacteria
     1 superficially
     1 vicious
     1 plasti-glass
     1 wishing
     1 terror
     1 psychiatric
     1 docks
     1 landing
     1 conditioners
     1 reference
     1 count
     1 sidestepped
     1 wish
     1 contentment
     1 disinfectants
     1 hangar
     1 plot
     1 weight
     1 discover
     1 proves
     1 excited
     1 metallic
     1 limit
     1 panic
     1 sourly
     1 sly
     1 shots
     1 joyous
     1 debits
     1 wooded
     1 fore
     1 transparent
     1 equates
     1 breakfast
     1 reasons
     1 tonight
     1 undiminished
     1 slob
     1 huddled
     1 accommodations
     1 miners
     1 back-a
     1 skin
     1 gassed
     1 foundations
     1 dialogue
     1 cancellation
     1 portentous
     1 sniffing
     1 pecked
     1 strip
     1 smashed
     1 darkening
     1 benches
     1 resentful
     1 drift
     1 ring
     1 suit
     1 connected
     1 horizontal
     1 laving
     1 guided
     1 collected
     1 lathered
     1 hungrily
     1 extreme
     1 remembered
     1 trickle
     1 synthetics
     1 fascinated
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     1 fuses
     1 relay
     1 sent
     1 ledge
     1 born
     1 entity
     1 slowing
     1 boss
     1 spot
     1 aged
     1 rack
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     1 cheerful
     1 heating
     1 shriek
     1 operating
     1 dose
     1 collar
     1 wisely
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     1 wind-sound
     1 stale
     1 tassels
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     1 since
     1 mildly
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     1 television
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     1 knocking
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     1 darted
     1 appeared
     1 upper
     1 stuporous
     1 literature
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     1 grinning
     1 unable
     1 gritted
     1 easier
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     1 leached
     1 mike
     1 resolutely
     1 dressed
     1 painful
     1 persuasively
     1 justice
     1 drooped
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     1 program's
     1 level
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     1 hammer
     1 emphatically
     1 cocktail
     1 complicated
     1 reality-concept
     1 slightly
     1 empty
     1 undertone
     1 mother
     1 rude
     1 ne
     1 guy
     1 leered
     1 calculations
     1 quarrelled
     1 welcoming
     1 nightmare
     1 functioning
     1 pleasurable
     1 hard-looking
     1 wage
     1 glands
     1 rushed
     1 anywhere
     1 further
     1 finds
     1 thirty
     1 death-traps
     1 realize
     1 sold
     1 inoculated
     1 winded
     1 tradition
     1 heaven's
     1 familiar
     1 musical
     1 centuries
     1 struggling
     1 fella
     1 sort
     1 bigger
     1 sunk
     1 shelf
     1 upsets
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     1 asks
     1 clear
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     1 audible
     1 hangover
     1 morning's
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     1 cigarette
     1 impossible
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     1 supper's
     1 school
     1 officer
     1 cave
     1 paint
     1 wore
     1 purpose
     1 films
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     1 skyscrapers
     1 devilling
     1 funneled
     1 heavy
     1 headed
     1 iv
     1 plastibrik
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     1 whew
     1 trundled
     1 task
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     1 jelly
     1 prepared
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     1 shadowy
     1 list
     1 red-rimmed
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     1 stage
     1 editor
     1 sunset
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     1 eats
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     1 speeding
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     1 helped
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     1 songs
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     1 appearance
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  650 the
     404 and
     282 a
     272 of
     263 he
     215 it
     210 to
     179 in
     167 was
     162 his
     162 lundy
     107 they
     101 him
     98 with
     90 that
     89 on
     87 like
     87 had
     72 you
     71 were
     68 out
     62 there
     62 them
     59 at
     59 but
     54 up
     54 didn't
     54 her
     52 their
     49 for
     48 from
     46 eyes
     45 down
     40 water
     38 black
     38 little
     38 be
     37 she
     36 all
     36 then
     35 as
     35 could
     34 long
     34 still
     34 not
     33 got
     31 see
     30 cold
     30 net
     30 around
     29 no
     29 back
     28 came
     27 away
     27 about
     26 something
     26 i
     25 through
     25 smith
     25 or
     25 dark
     25 went
     25 open
     24 golden
     24 been
     23 so
     23 have
     23 light
     22 said
     22 me
     22 over
     22 couldn't
     21 time
     21 when
     21 free
     20 under
     20 looked
     20 by
     20 farrell
     19 off
     19 flowers
     19 let
     19 because
     19 into
     19 jackie
     19 one
     19 door
     18 go
     18 he'd
     18 if
     18 only
     18 would
     18 wasn't
     18 too
     17 what
     17 than
     17 before
     16 even
     16 stood
     16 feet
     16 stopped
     16 again
     16 made
     16 suddenly
     16 things
     15 can
     15 an
     15 more
     15 some
     15 dead
     15 face
     15 enough
     15 saw
     15 going
     15 way
     15 after
     15 safe
     15 began
     15 head
     14 right
     14 big
     14 thought
     14 do
     14 small
     14 cloud
     14 thing
     14 green
     14 we
     14 just
     14 against
     14 know
     14 now
     13 your
     13 where
     13 sand
     13 city
     13 hands
     13 himself
     13 road
     13 current
     13 lot
     13 two
     13 very
     13 bright
     13 between
     12 ran
     12 any
     12 hit
     12 knew
     12 quite
     12 sweat
     12 us
     12 get
     12 its
     12 hell
     11 white
     11 did
     11 watched
     11 stone
     11 great
     11 lundy's
     11 though
     11 tiny
     10 hot
     10 fast
     10 good
     10 come
     10 toward
     10 mind
     10 blue-grey
     10 turned
     10 here
     10 space
     10 weeds
     10 die
     10 beyond
     10 voice
     10 this
     10 hard
     10 feel
     10 others
     10 guy
     10 across
     10 once
     10 tried
     10 anything
     9 behind
     9 buildings
     9 without
     9 place
     9 oh
     9 life
     9 pushed
     9 slow
     9 cabin
     9 close
     9 while
     9 huge
     9 never
     9 bodies
     9 much
     9 why
     9 nothing
     9 somewhere
     9 hadn't
     9 opened
     9 wings
     9 looking
     8 wide
     8 almost
     8 seemed
     8 broken
     8 help
     8 heart
     8 will
     8 tight
     8 tired
     8 body
     8 lost
     8 fish
     8 hungry
     8 screaming
     8 venus
     8 is
     8 teeth
     8 closed
     8 belly
     8 kelp-things
     8 vac-suit
     8 heavy
     7 set
     7 kelp-beasts
     7 plain
     7 those
     7 left
     7 make
     7 how
     7 fight
     7 top
     7 men
     7 mouth
     7 fell
     7 walked
     7 sea
     7 dream
     7 kept
     7 inside
     7 ship
     7 afraid
     7 old
     7 moment
     7 run
     7 took
     7 petals
     7 deep
     7 felt
     7 knees
     6 death
     6 gone
     6 square
     6 four
     6 hair
     6 past
     6 towers
     6 don't
     6 fissure
     6 boots
     6 special
     6 seen
     6 heard
     6 walls
     6 creatures
     6 round
     6 waiting
     6 mates
     6 sad
     6 weed
     6 half
     6 block
     6 wind
     6 blood
     6 sat
     6 knot
     6 broke
     6 put
     6 kill
     6 must
     6 she's
     6 walking
     6 along
     6 matter
     6 holding
     6 lips
     6 our
     6 soon
     6 breathing
     6 look
     6 last
     6 other
     6 crazy
     6 shot
     6 fear
     6 trying
     6 few
     6 fighting
     6 outside
     6 young
     6 rising
     6 caught
     6 maybe
     6 floor
     6 live
     6 high
     5 breath
     5 job
     5 both
     5 brilliant
     5 smith's
     5 fire
     5 lord
     5 move
     5 beautiful
     5 living
     5 follow
     5 pretty
     5 whole
     5 you're
     5 burning
     5 ahead
     5 ones
     5 except
     5 straps
     5 followed
     5 being
     5 helmet
     5 oxygen
     5 wouldn't
     5 lay
     5 doors
     5 shadowed
     5 everything
     5 plants
     5 care
     5 altar
     5 own
     5 getting
     5 belt
     5 burned
     5 outer
     5 drowned
     5 nice
     5 raised
     5 midget
     5 alive
     5 pale
     5 scared
     5 reached
     5 moving
     5 minute
     5 tunnel
     5 better
     5 keep
     5 shut
     5 streets
     5 want
     5 who
     5 new
     5 beat
     5 stop
     5 wall
     5 gates
     5 soft
     5 hurry
     5 moonlight
     5 glare
     5 slowly
     5 coming
     5 plant-men
     5 clouds
     5 think
     5 whispered
     5 places
     5 crack
     5 sense
     5 might
     5 full
     5 women
     5 blaster
     5 ever
     5 knocking
     5 covered
     5 hand
     5 take
     5 stepped
     4 rose
     4 benzedrine
     4 rockets
     4 watching
     4 flame
     4 running
     4 end
     4 shadows
     4 kind
     4 sure
     4 pleasant
     4 madness
     4 mountains
     4 plenty
     4 somebody
     4 hurt
     4 man
     4 farrell's
     4 crying
     4 venusian
     4 human
     4 breaks
     4 minutes
     4 tied
     4 guts
     4 flooded
     4 terrible
     4 beside
     4 silver
     4 my
     4 lead
     4 tore
     4 breathe
     4 queer
     4 pulled
     4 yes
     4 floating
     4 locked
     4 glow
     4 man-things
     4 held
     4 either
     4 can't
     4 jerked
     4 crossed
     4 times
     4 building
     4 flared
     4 membranes
     4 doing
     4 edges
     4 many
     4 they'd
     4 alone
     4 swept
     4 smiled
     4 procession
     4 chest
     4 most
     4 blind
     4 coronals
     4 frightened
     4 presently
     4 bother
     4 catch
     4 guys
     4 planet
     4 above
     4 vhia
     4 working
     4 unless
     4 blue
     4 phosphorescence
     4 thick
     4 are
     4 started
     4 lock
     4 three
     4 feeling
     4 weight
     4 hidden
     4 skin
     4 warm
     4 worship
     4 vaguely
     4 freedom
     4 found
     4 torn
     4 sunset
     4 helped
     4 woman-things
     4 first
     3 wait
     3 panel
     3 jeweled
     3 arms
     3 i'm
     3 met
     3 wet
     3 faster
     3 destroyed
     3 trail
     3 gave
     3 lurching
     3 chair
     3 supple
     3 child
     3 burst
     3 lying
     3 forward
     3 elfin
     3 died
     3 kids
     3 wanted
     3 straight
     3 give
     3 cut
     3 rush
     3 beating
     3 glowing
     3 cry
     3 throat
     3 until
     3 distant
     3 drifting
     3 land
     3 flesh
     3 colored
     3 boot
     3 hide
     3 below
     3 stirred
     3 vague
     3 sky
     3 faintly
     3 fronds
     3 leaves
     3 thinking
     3 promise
     3 drawn
     3 i'll
     3 weren't
     3 bits
     3 hold
     3 same
     3 crawl
     3 bent
     3 howl
     3 touch
     3 dreams
     3 wear
     3 broad
     3 worshiped
     3 pull
     3 these
     3 closer
     3 side
     3 blank
     3 gold
     3 noses
     3 dropped
     3 wild
     3 people
     3 position
     3 happy
     3 bring
     3 rushing
     3 save
     3 grey
     3 rolled
     3 clumsily
     3 shivering
     3 turn
     3 forgotten
     3 narrow
     3 onto
     3 lids
     3 changed
     3 nuts
     3 sweet
     3 strong
     3 probably
     3 flat
     3 flying
     3 eat
     3 else
     3 plant-women
     3 gun
     3 quit
     3 nobody
     3 mad
     3 well
     3 seed
     3 far
     3 cannibals
     3 standing
     3 easy
     3 angry
     3 globe
     3 fitful
     3 thicker
     3 hoarse
     3 brain
     3 cracked
     3 tears
     3 red
     3 darkness
     3 kicking
     3 saved
     3 roots
     3 opening
     3 tentacles
     3 inner
     3 veil
     3 animal
     3 crawled
     3 couple
     3 breeze
     3 careful
     3 legs
     3 minds
     3 work
     3 shaft
     3 tough
     3 knocked
     3 suit
     3 cloth
     3 loose
     3 spread
     3 able
     3 using
     3 always
     3 mike
     3 corner
     3 shook
     3 coast
     3 currents
     3 clear
     3 tell
     2 motionless
     2 hear
     2 show
     2 already
     2 gleam
     2 partly
     2 that's
     2 they'll
     2 twisted
     2 third
     2 pulling
     2 mercury
     2 leading
     2 wheel-ruts
     2 atmosphere
     2 damn
     2 torture
     2 tunic
     2 metal
     2 mouths
     2 ocean
     2 sullen
     2 strength
     2 woman
     2 they're
     2 red-brown
     2 hoped
     2 delicate
     2 lure
     2 ugly
     2 grasping
     2 stayed
     2 meet
     2 whipped
     2 swim
     2 less
     2 depending
     2 tall
     2 cast
     2 sultry
     2 playing
     2 wives
     2 struck
     2 paved
     2 twitching
     2 lower
     2 funny
     2 longing
     2 sucked
     2 hung
     2 baby
     2 figure
     2 vanished
     2 hall
     2 different
     2 blocks
     2 lighting
     2 walk
     2 brandy
     2 wrecked
     2 heels
     2 pivot
     2 carried
     2 also
     2 sound
     2 reaching
     2 stinging
     2 gentle
     2 pain
     2 swift
     2 cylindrical
     2 you'll
     2 apart
     2 bottle
     2 swirl
     2 charge
     2 thrust
     2 grabbed
     2 fastened
     2 range
     2 blasters
     2 stay
     2 sudden
     2 anesthetic
     2 figures
     2 breast
     2 thank
     2 beauty
     2 wrenched
     2 heads
     2 answered
     2 flaring
     2 threw
     2 cloud-cuckoo
     2 swell
     2 itself
     2 seaweed
     2 whatever
     2 showing
     2 anybody
     2 drive
     2 sometime
     2 every
     2 mass
     2 licked
     2 lived
     2 seat
     2 creature
     2 stones
     2 trembling
     2 fall
     2 stories
     2 whether
     2 forever
     2 silence
     2 crushed
     2 find
     2 you've
     2 there'll
     2 needle
     2 drew
     2 cared
     2 led
     2 wants
     2 shoulder
     2 spring
     2 wife
     2 cluster
     2 used
     2 steps
     2 believe
     2 solid
     2 colony
     2 laughed
     2 called
     2 tumbling
     2 mesh
     2 brushed
     2 crowded
     2 cried
     2 clumsy
     2 nearly
     2 dazed
     2 leaf-wings
     2 cursed
     2 night
     2 dials
     2 snarled
     2 lines
     2 safety
     2 carry
     2 stomach
     2 brought
     2 dainty
     2 fought
     2 rigid
     2 numb
     2 steadily
     2 seeing
     2 swarm
     2 really
     2 danced
     2 cracks
     2 port
     2 tideless
     2 shock
     2 bottom
     2 rather
     2 hope
     2 dawn
     2 worn
     2 silent
     2 twitched
     2 church
     2 turning
     2 wrong
     2 sitting
     2 dreaming
     2 riding
     2 switch
     2 begun
     2 say
     2 shaken
     2 iron
     2 split
     2 kicked
     2 woman-creatures
     2 particular
     2 following
     2 magnetic
     2 someone
     2 needed
     2 tripped
     2 screamed
     2 flier
     2 stricken
     2 ten
     2 slender
     2 kin
     2 there's
     2 braced
     2 upon
     2 making
     2 mountain
     2 themselves
     2 grew
     2 middle
     2 mist
     2 steady
     2 i've
     2 jaw
     2 course
     2 okay
     2 hollowed
     2 carved
     2 tails
     2 beam
     2 unpleasantly
     2 brighter
     2 streaming
     2 air
     2 smooth
     2 jammed
     2 folded
     2 bandages
     2 pink
     2 airlock
     2 ruined
     2 edge
     2 cracking
     2 scientific
     2 showed
     2 dying
     2 reason
     2 tight-woven
     2 keeps
     2 fool
     2 thin
     2 choked
     2 birds
     2 line
     2 giant
     2 earth
     2 substance
     2 wrapped
     2 wavering
     2 anyway
     2 faint
     2 dog
     2 climbed
     2 fins
     2 marble
     2 inward
     2 stand
     2 lifted
     2 calling
     2 heat
     2 dull
     2 we're
     2 blow
     2 rhythm
     2 touched
     2 please
     2 surge
     2 home
     2 kelp
     2 telepathic
     2 vicious
     2 second
     2 terror
     2 tipped
     2 each
     2 flock
     2 swooping
     2 limit
     2 bird
     2 hovered
     2 deeps
     2 handle
     2 sea-water
     2 blunt
     2 hook
     2 tower
     2 remembered
     2 carving
     2 sent
     2 dim
     2 undersea
     2 volcanic
     2 eternity
     2 yet
     2 controls
     2 taking
     2 day
     2 faces
     2 since
     2 vampire
     2 slightly
     2 empty
     2 nightmare
     2 ought
     2 color
     2 staring
     2 bigger
     2 ask
     2 pure
     2 yearned
     2 lovely
     2 fired
     2 convertible
     2 touching
     2 room
     2 destroy
     1 supplied
     1 undies
     1 taken
     1 settling
     1 shoo
     1 tunic's
     1 snoopy
     1 hopeful
     1 metal-mesh
     1 ashamed
     1 sweating
     1 knots
     1 cooked
     1 fresh
     1 roared
     1 thickly
     1 space-tight
     1 untying
     1 seabird's
     1 gasp
     1 pearl
     1 hereafter
     1 furnish
     1 ulcerated
     1 stiffly
     1 year's
     1 violet
     1 sight
     1 perfect
     1 colonies
     1 driven
     1 illusion
     1 erratically
     1 flashing
     1 gale
     1 regular
     1 flower-people
     1 zipper
     1 overhaul
     1 flares
     1 object
     1 rhythmic
     1 swallowing
     1 tumbled
     1 scarlet
     1 we'll
     1 silver-white
     1 sheet
     1 berth
     1 sick
     1 staggered
     1 splashes
     1 dreamy
     1 experience
     1 stabbing
     1 luck
     1 pneumonia
     1 coils
     1 dimness
     1 rudder
     1 shoot
     1 trapped
     1 action
     1 bare
     1 surprised
     1 fraction
     1 thrown
     1 damaged
     1 grilles
     1 lucifer
     1 twilight
     1 damned
     1 nervous
     1 hostile
     1 interfered
     1 aching
     1 sweat-soaked
     1 understand
     1 passed
     1 inches
     1 moments
     1 accepted
     1 bed
     1 rains
     1 ports
     1 flayed
     1 pilot's
     1 tense
     1 definitely
     1 fed
     1 blossoms
     1 gigantic
     1 growing
     1 cups
     1 grown
     1 needn't
     1 pal
     1 hardworking
     1 stubborn
     1 pastel
     1 drawing
     1 pawed
     1 rubbed
     1 thundered
     1 occasional
     1 sweated
     1 palms
     1 vakhi
     1 awful
     1 eight
     1 stung
     1 swirled
     1 flicked
     1 sinew
     1 secretive
     1 curious
     1 simpler
     1 venture
     1 shrieking
     1 village
     1 smoothly
     1 part
     1 beds
     1 iii
     1 silver-haired
     1 knows
     1 cats
     1 pearly-grey
     1 sweep
     1 grazed
     1 confused
     1 firing
     1 humor
     1 blues
     1 pet
     1 flank
     1 least
     1 tinged
     1 dance
     1 tasted
     1 bolstered
     1 devil
     1 instruments
     1 channeled
     1 science
     1 mr
     1 leather
     1 m
     1 tip
     1 slept
     1 teardrop
     1 leaving
     1 legends
     1 agates
     1 thrashing
     1 laced
     1 habit
     1 carefully
     1 fishtail
     1 scratch
     1 dotted
     1 canebrakes
     1 barely
     1 avertin
     1 blows
     1 merry
     1 yearning
     1 terrific
     1 older
     1 racing
     1 sleek
     1 ideas
     1 destruction
     1 apt
     1 break
     1 sounded
     1 lit
     1 reluctantly
     1 sinuous
     1 lousy
     1 quartz
     1 loud
     1 stabbed
     1 loved
     1 opinion
     1 curve
     1 worse
     1 aches
     1 sharp
     1 erratic
     1 suitable
     1 sank
     1 meant
     1 pinnacle
     1 emergency
     1 murder
     1 sandaled
     1 windows
     1 goddess
     1 lamps
     1 banner
     1 inhabited
     1 reds
     1 fleet
     1 lazily
     1 having
     1 question
     1 pressure
     1 winds
     1 animals
     1 makes
     1 pierce
     1 sadder
     1 mess
     1 crashed
     1 caring
     1 slammed
     1 castles
     1 motors
     1 stragglers
     1 played
     1 oared
     1 ruby
     1 falling
     1 existed
     1 jumbled
     1 twice
     1 hills
     1 sluggy
     1 quakes
     1 magnificently
     1 has
     1 string
     1 dominant
     1 curse
     1 tin
     1 strapping
     1 giant's
     1 pushing
     1 coarse
     1 lined
     1 shallow
     1 curtain
     1 box
     1 shiny
     1 old-world
     1 heading
     1 rusting
     1 typical
     1 slapped
     1 moonbeams
     1 thrash
     1 kit
     1 sunlight
     1 fleshy
     1 socks
     1 moved
     1 suggestive
     1 terribly
     1 aid
     1 small-boyish
     1 setting
     1 upright
     1 eye
     1 solemnly
     1 quart
     1 certain
     1 asking
     1 blowing
     1 should
     1 jet
     1 taught
     1 drums
     1 aisle
     1 laired
     1 stroked
     1 deader
     1 monsters
     1 whipping
     1 curled
     1 automatically
     1 gadgets
     1 weed-islands
     1 physical
     1 toad's
     1 sensitive
     1 power
     1 clustered
     1 girl
     1 logger's
     1 bend
     1 uncorroded
     1 practically
     1 snarling
     1 let's
     1 pleading
     1 control
     1 pants
     1 holster
     1 dinghy
     1 hollows
     1 wrapping
     1 speak
     1 chosen
     1 warned
     1 tick
     1 call
     1 ticket
     1 lock-chamber
     1 semi-precious
     1 jar
     1 gasping
     1 tri-world
     1 interlaced
     1 childhood
     1 colder
     1 talk
     1 shoved
     1 plant-people
     1 flange
     1 opposite
     1 connection
     1 wished
     1 pounded
     1 coldly
     1 staggering
     1 weak
     1 first-generation
     1 seadragons
     1 leaded
     1 untarnished
     1 permanent
     1 steered
     1 desirable
     1 taller
     1 streamers
     1 junk
     1 fist
     1 beginning
     1 pressing
     1 spoke
     1 dreamed
     1 ago
     1 hound
     1 together
     1 woolen
     1 hinges
     1 bellied
     1 purple
     1 wound
     1 grin
     1 pressure-control
     1 plantlings
     1 man-shaped
     1 lightheaded
     1 wandering
     1 budge
     1 aside
     1 smothered
     1 decent
     1 large
     1 v
     1 gathered
     1 thorough
     1 bones
     1 whimsies
     1 swaying
     1 temperatures
     1 generations
     1 cursing
     1 steadier
     1 beings
     1 slowed
     1 heaven
     1 finny
     1 wheeling
     1 it's
     1 angel
     1 homing
     1 thanks
     1 peeled
     1 sleepy
     1 sobbed
     1 darker
     1 cloud-grey
     1 grow
     1 muscle
     1 springy
     1 brief
     1 sprawled
     1 among
     1 thought-communication
     1 muscles
     1 sixteen-meter
     1 jumped
     1 foul
     1 direction
     1 warning
     1 rain
     1 maneuverable
     1 hunters
     1 pintles
     1 inch
     1 spices
     1 leashed
     1 became
     1 stairs
     1 bulbs
     1 blond
     1 versa
     1 stillness
     1 blanket
     1 gravitic
     1 worlds
     1 toes
     1 rays
     1 placid
     1 quality
     1 food
     1 similar
     1 prayed
     1 doubled
     1 yearling
     1 glints
     1 given
     1 separate
     1 caravans
     1 mouth-holes
     1 wearily
     1 slid
     1 blazes
     1 branch
     1 rumbled
     1 seared
     1 yelling
     1 kidding
     1 furiously
     1 plaza
     1 lowered
     1 characteristics
     1 single
     1 bow
     1 veiled
     1 backward
     1 gauge
     1 stimulant
     1 clearly
     1 heart-shaking
     1 sinuously
     1 species
     1 within
     1 straightening
     1 covers
     1 cosmic
     1 feints
     1 sloops
     1 native
     1 pearl-pink
     1 axe
     1 slap
     1 window-openings
     1 deflated
     1 perfectly
     1 spite
     1 blew
     1 they've
     1 tingled
     1 story
     1 true
     1 poppy-red
     1 etched
     1 leaf
     1 fashion
     1 ii
     1 gloom
     1 aren't
     1 flirt
     1 spider-silk
     1 knotted
     1 wisps
     1 adjusted
     1 point
     1 doesn't
     1 plodded
     1 inquiring
     1 hurled
     1 be-damned-to-you
     1 fancy
     1 vice
     1 dozen
     1 training
     1 low
     1 fifty
     1 cradle
     1 strapped
     1 finally
     1 try
     1 milky
     1 rubble
     1 killed
     1 glassite
     1 five-foot-six
     1 copilot's
     1 rhythmically
     1 hatred
     1 waiter
     1 ate
     1 flare
     1 drown
     1 jutting
     1 swimming-webs
     1 bitter
     1 cloudlike
     1 ultimate
     1 leave
     1 size
     1 bees
     1 bloodshot
     1 delirious
     1 simply
     1 attacked
     1 mouse
     1 hang
     1 blackness
     1 folk
     1 q
     1 blazed
     1 lap
     1 weaving
     1 stubbled
     1 needle-gun
     1 nearer
     1 soul
     1 feared
     1 pupils
     1 checked
     1 barrier
     1 noises
     1 h
     1 knocker
     1 yelled
     1 ecstasy
     1 strained
     1 medicine
     1 trust
     1 cylinder
     1 poking
     1 bushed
     1 farther
     1 everyone
     1 won't
     1 rations
     1 lift
     1 depths
     1 finish
     1 seacoast
     1 curiously
     1 precious
     1 yours
     1 feeding
     1 tightly
     1 climbing
     1 thigh
     1 hissed
     1 pillar
     1 table
     1 pulse
     1 vast
     1 real
     1 secrets
     1 swooped
     1 aero-space
     1 cities
     1 drifted
     1 lest
     1 speed
     1 formless
     1 sobbing
     1 creation
     1 nasty
     1 lamb
     1 excitement
     1 undersides
     1 dense
     1 boy
     1 spasms
     1 muscular
     1 spray
     1 afford
     1 twitch
     1 dream-worlds
     1 downward
     1 who'd
     1 commoner
     1 usual
     1 exist
     1 preliminary
     1 stretching
     1 sinking
     1 incuriously
     1 crystal
     1 deadly
     1 near
     1 causing
     1 tangled
     1 fat
     1 swimming
     1 flashes
     1 gasps
     1 punch
     1 pilots
     1 hoarsely
     1 patient
     1 ripped
     1 puzzled
     1 bubble
     1 nahali
     1 man's
     1 awed
     1 creating
     1 lashes
     1 unsteady
     1 kelp-thing
     1 jalousies
     1 sideslipping
     1 features
     1 crouched
     1 neck
     1 messed
     1 blossomed
     1 reach
     1 remembering
     1 neatly
     1 patience
     1 pictures
     1 immovable
     1 piece
     1 chiefly
     1 stud
     1 dusky
     1 gust
     1 hopefully
     1 scream
     1 wave
     1 protect
     1 stands
     1 planet's
     1 telling
     1 doped
     1 entirely
     1 flung
     1 nose
     1 breasts
     1 start
     1 trembled
     1 cutting
     1 electric
     1 jarred
     1 flower-things
     1 floors
     1 tilted
     1 marks
     1 dark-green
     1 disturbed
     1 groups
     1 ceiling
     1 diving
     1 bird-shapes
     1 prickles
     1 quietly
     1 footing
     1 flight
     1 brutes
     1 pantywaists
     1 hooked
     1 robot
     1 patches
     1 balanced
     1 forests
     1 traced
     1 bull-meat
     1 flapped
     1 lovingly
     1 fixed
     1 uniform
     1 casks
     1 hi
     1 next
     1 crushes
     1 spreading
     1 cheeks
     1 leathery
     1 shoulders
     1 fabric
     1 fizzled
     1 constant
     1 growled
     1 wake
     1 society
     1 busy
     1 forced
     1 focus
     1 butterflies
     1 pattycake
     1 peculiar
     1 settled
     1 compensation
     1 veined
     1 rails
     1 colors
     1 awfully
     1 hundred
     1 lands
     1 doubling
     1 hurting
     1 vibrant
     1 blurred
     1 gaudy
     1 boys
     1 darts
     1 fleetingly
     1 smother
     1 sweltering
     1 forest
     1 wont
     1 haven't
     1 wildly
     1 suckers
     1 fluttering
     1 pavements
     1 headquarters
     1 touch-me-not
     1 yeah
     1 none
     1 strange
     1 whimper
     1 rumpled
     1 praying
     1 prick
     1 ribs
     1 gagged
     1 automatic
     1 hid
     1 hairspines
     1 impervium
     1 protectively
     1 managed
     1 starts
     1 waited
     1 aloud
     1 yellows
     1 fallen
     1 doorless
     1 clamored
     1 geysered
     1 throbbed
     1 blade
     1 fay
     1 realized
     1 islands
     1 chambers
     1 architecture
     1 rolling
     1 gulls
     1 such
     1 rows
     1 floated
     1 jewelry
     1 bulged
     1 wrung
     1 reaction
     1 bunk
     1 stretched
     1 lightning
     1 darting
     1 stunning
     1 overhauling
     1 fluted
     1 throbbing
     1 brightness
     1 shooting
     1 panels
     1 weighted
     1 dried
     1 mean
     1 heated
     1 drugged
     1 needles
     1 mind-control
     1 guarded
     1 play
     1 snow
     1 noise
     1 cruel
     1 fanning
     1 dream-thing
     1 stumbling
     1 sinewy
     1 plant-men's
     1 outward
     1 ornament
     1 ended
     1 flounder
     1 naked
     1 leg-members
     1 swam
     1 marked
     1 police
     1 knelt
     1 arm-and
     1 fine
     1 windy
     1 watch
     1 thighs
     1 lucky
     1 foretaste
     1 yourself
     1 shark's
     1 pan-pipes
     1 spangling
     1 hated
     1 rage
     1 furnace
     1 shout
     1 solution
     1 need
     1 jarring
     1 thankful
     1 spiked
     1 cylinders
     1 tale
     1 lighted
     1 sand-glow
     1 fingers
     1 frozen
     1 green-silver
     1 water-worn
     1 wreck
     1 ripples
     1 whimpered
     1 tightness
     1 tentacle
     1 blinked
     1 yanking
     1 forty
     1 pressed
     1 smack
     1 fairly
     1 lip
     1 aiming
     1 coarser
     1 novelty
     1 carrying
     1 winding
     1 morning
     1 nerves
     1 hunched
     1 twined
     1 meal
     1 needled
     1 odd
     1 battery
     1 closing
     1 tightened
     1 brains
     1 readings
     1 climate
     1 frog's
     1 eerie
     1 haze
     1 guessed
     1 trace
     1 sullenly
     1 fairy
     1 sane
     1 whitened
     1 cellophane
     1 thoughts
     1 quickened
     1 letting
     1 everybody
     1 dulled
     1 signs
     1 added
     1 lazy
     1 memory
     1 strain
     1 damage
     1 rested
     1 hovering
     1 spine
     1 clutching
     1 oi
     1 several
     1 feature
     1 love
     1 whisp
     1 swirling
     1 service
     1 ways
     1 fasten
     1 sadness
     1 swayed
     1 screw
     1 colonists
     1 nodding
     1 sourly
     1 hardly
     1 sprawling
     1 kid
     1 speech
     1 half-open
     1 fluttered
     1 trees
     1 locker
     1 happen
     1 venus-weed
     1 slipping
     1 covering
     1 firm
     1 spurs
     1 grim
     1 churning
     1 dry
     1 i'd
     1 groaned
     1 equipment
     1 till
     1 deeply
     1 whiter
     1 intricately
     1 retracted
     1 guided
     1 sun
     1 hungrily
     1 brushing
     1 push
     1 hour
     1 born
     1 boss
     1 lives
     1 fumbling
     1 bar-rag
     1 wedged
     1 bird-calls
     1 savage
     1 willing
     1 dose
     1 wolf
     1 am
     1 pattern
     1 whorls
     1 hole
     1 telecommentators
     1 slavegirls
     1 normally
     1 gods
     1 ship's
     1 chewing
     1 dogs
     1 glad
     1 ready
     1 parted
     1 dope
     1 store
     1 seeping
     1 machinery
     1 level
     1 cessation
     1 sideways
     1 robbed
     1 puppy
     1 struggle
     1 dodged
     1 other's
     1 dust
     1 longer
     1 crimes
     1 nor
     1 tracked
     1 remote
     1 stark
     1 drying
     1 whiz
     1 rushed
     1 served
     1 anywhere
     1 rooted
     1 thirty
     1 glowed
     1 brute
     1 sold
     1 pearl-grey
     1 humming-bird's
     1 charged
     1 wing
     1 centuries
     1 plunging
     1 inflection
     1 which
     1 shaking
     1 dread
     1 jerk
     1 sort
     1 spate
     1 pixie
     1 ganging
     1 sonny
     1 feminine
     1 strongbox
     1 joggle
     1 fear-thoughts
     1 wore
     1 tracking
     1 window
     1 hand-pierced
     1 headed
     1 iv
     1 shrieked
     1 irritably
     1 heavier
     1 spinning
     1 temples
     1 quiet
     1 five
     1 gently
     1 scowled
     1 seem
     1 clung
     1 mock-up
     1 bales
     1 spines
     1 speeding
     1 shirt
     1 fusing
     1 raise
     1 songs
     1 forefins
     1 sleeping
     1 learn
     1 gleaming
     1 dimmed
     1 ride
     1 spots
     1 burn
     1 crystalline-appearing
     1 unhooked
     1 rear
     1 years
     1 brown
     1 hypnosis
     1 stupid
     1 openings
     1 sulky
     1 butting
     1 scientists
     1 slithered
     1 leap
     1 liha-trees
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  578 the
     359 and
     356 i
     253 a
     215 to
     205 of
     179 was
     173 it
     151 in
     150 he
     102 his
     99 you
     94 on
     91 said
     80 we
     79 with
     73 my
     73 out
     68 me
     67 up
     66 like
     64 bucky
     64 that
     63 were
     61 him
     55 at
     55 had
     54 her
     54 they
     53 but
     45 there
     43 for
     42 gow
     42 us
     42 from
     41 get
     41 little
     41 got
     40 back
     39 shannon
     38 gertrude
     38 all
     38 she
     37 beamish
     37 them
     36 looked
     34 down
     34 didn't
     33 then
     33 what
     31 could
     31 over
     31 one
     31 not
     30 their
     30 have
     29 eyes
     28 as
     27 green
     26 don't
     26 around
     25 be
     25 mud
     24 guy
     23 just
     23 went
     22 kapper
     22 into
     22 know
     22 cansins
     21 something
     21 only
     21 off
     21 came
     21 suddenly
     20 go
     20 face
     20 thought
     20 do
     20 see
     20 melak
     20 is
     19 can
     19 even
     19 i'm
     19 if
     19 rain
     19 made
     18 jig
     18 sure
     18 now
     18 began
     18 quern
     17 more
     17 here
     17 hard
     17 started
     17 light
     16 no
     16 any
     16 about
     16 still
     16 table
     16 or
     16 this
     16 so
     16 lot
     16 been
     15 right
     15 away
     15 did
     15 big
     15 somebody
     15 through
     15 than
     15 head
     14 hear
     14 hot
     14 time
     14 turned
     14 it's
     14 when
     14 by
     14 our
     14 voice
     14 why
     14 circus
     14 are
     14 felt
     14 looking
     13 four
     13 kapper's
     13 those
     13 where
     13 good
     13 knew
     13 hands
     13 let
     13 way
     13 too
     13 think
     13 couldn't
     13 anything
     12 help
     12 feet
     12 cold
     12 because
     12 enough
     12 saw
     12 male
     12 dark
     12 again
     12 much
     12 ship
     12 yeah
     12 hadn't
     12 cansin
     11 death
     11 em
     11 behind
     11 under
     11 your
     11 some
     11 man
     11 mouth
     11 body
     11 wasn't
     11 blue
     11 deep
     11 across
     10 kind
     10 heard
     10 make
     10 human
     10 shannon's
     10 black
     10 she's
     10 going
     10 would
     10 smell
     10 inside
     10 noise
     10 things
     10 hell
     10 very
     10 take
     9 that's
     9 an
     9 tank
     9 pretty
     9 come
     9 how
     9 has
     9 martian
     9 put
     9 scared
     9 shut
     9 screamed
     9 look
     9 against
     9 fear
     9 open
     9 between
     9 swamps
     9 door
     8 booth
     8 he'd
     8 sick
     8 fire
     8 hair
     8 he's
     8 move
     8 they're
     8 you're
     8 money
     8 left
     8 seen
     8 almost
     8 toward
     8 wanted
     8 stood
     8 wouldn't
     8 place
     8 long
     8 close
     8 will
     8 idea
     8 cursed
     8 night
     8 along
     8 yelled
     8 people
     8 want
     8 venus
     8 shoulders
     8 well
     8 guys
     8 nothing
     8 thick
     8 took
     8 feel
     8 three
     8 two
     8 i'd
     8 curtains
     8 ever
     8 brute
     8 first
     7 white
     7 ugly
     7 may
     7 sam
     7 round
     7 men
     7 waiting
     7 anybody
     7 thinking
     7 stopped
     7 blood
     7 fell
     7 thing
     7 who
     7 never
     7 its
     7 gang
     7 softly
     7 whispered
     7 rest
     7 tough
     7 screech
     6 show
     6 whistling
     6 imperial
     6 woman
     6 shack
     6 cats
     6 funny
     6 animals
     6 sound
     6 we'd
     6 jungle
     6 fight
     6 let's
     6 beamish's
     6 dead
     6 own
     6 jarin
     6 find
     6 quite
     6 snarled
     6 nahru
     6 happy
     6 huge
     6 say
     6 ain't
     6 neck
     6 most
     6 stop
     6 last
     6 next
     6 i've
     6 other
     6 okay
     6 standing
     6 afraid
     6 teeth
     6 red
     6 caught
     6 somewhere
     6 maybe
     6 couple
     6 skin
     6 remembered
     6 knees
     6 floor
     6 tried
     6 quiet
     5 arms
     5 shacks
     5 dirty
     5 hurt
     5 until
     5 slow
     5 beside
     5 half
     5 broke
     5 kill
     5 wants
     5 glow
     5 stomach
     5 trouble
     5 holding
     5 uneasy
     5 die
     5 plastic
     5 god
     5 split
     5 there's
     5 wall
     5 females
     5 what's
     5 nobody
     5 slowly
     5 coming
     5 angry
     5 trying
     5 snakes
     5 outside
     5 old
     5 run
     5 shivered
     5 lock
     5 pitcher
     5 loose
     5 boss
     5 blaster
     5 hand
     5 found
     5 cigarette
     5 heavy
     5 before
     4 gone
     4 breath
     4 rose
     4 melak's
     4 doorway
     4 shoot
     4 sheer
     4 running
     4 picked
     4 understand
     4 gave
     4 wide
     4 forward
     4 gertrude's
     4 lousy
     4 followed
     4 crying
     4 remember
     4 beating
     4 venusian
     4 throat
     4 should
     4 bar
     4 hide
     4 hate
     4 oh
     4 showing
     4 life
     4 ahra
     4 cursing
     4 jumped
     4 tight
     4 weren't
     4 sweat
     4 hold
     4 raised
     4 space
     4 himself
     4 pale
     4 done
     4 while
     4 held
     4 minute
     4 can't
     4 street
     4 jerked
     4 quern's
     4 dropped
     4 wild
     4 keep
     4 eating
     4 doing
     4 mate
     4 hungry
     4 mister
     4 nahali
     4 great
     4 smiled
     4 scream
     4 gentlemen
     4 awfully
     4 hundred
     4 jaw
     4 course
     4 boys
     4 soft
     4 far
     4 shot
     4 field
     4 edge
     4 guess
     4 buckhalter
     4 belly
     4 told
     4 lonesome
     4 anyway
     4 darkness
     4 cage
     4 animal
     4 cages
     4 triangle
     4 might
     4 legs
     4 hardly
     4 vapor
     4 though
     4 shook
     4 sort
     4 clear
     4 once
     4 mis'
     3 taken
     3 ran
     3 bad
     3 we'll
     3 charter
     3 watching
     3 fast
     3 outlines
     3 passed
     3 without
     3 sorry
     3 burst
     3 send
     3 sake
     3 platform
     3 sometimes
     3 roll
     3 plenty
     3 obody
     3 laughing
     3 mind
     3 sounded
     3 yacht
     3 sharp
     3 leaned
     3 straight
     3 baby
     3 wrecked
     3 join
     3 shape
     3 brassies
     3 curtain
     3 box
     3 nodded
     3 blasters
     3 moved
     3 sudden
     3 sore
     3 shrugged
     3 guts
     3 selak
     3 top
     3 bunch
     3 heads
     3 threw
     3 girl
     3 mine
     3 swell
     3 speak
     3 drink
     3 snake
     3 clean
     3 spoke
     3 yanked
     3 arm
     3 lean
     3 wound
     3 lived
     3 gow's
     3 aside
     3 heart
     3 slowed
     3 sewage
     3 hunting
     3 sat
     3 gasped
     3 indigo
     3 same
     3 kidding
     3 must
     3 queer
     3 pulled
     3 myself
     3 shoulder
     3 smaller
     3 used
     3 reached
     3 laughed
     3 forehead
     3 try
     3 killed
     3 walked
     3 side
     3 carry
     3 works
     3 brought
     3 times
     3 wire
     3 grey-green
     3 kanza
     3 rolled
     3 quick
     3 patient
     3 ripped
     3 man's
     3 beyond
     3 kicked
     3 after
     3 beat
     3 nuts
     3 brutes
     3 screaming
     3 making
     3 flat
     3 stuck
     3 grew
     3 busy
     3 colors
     3 beasts
     3 crazy
     3 strange
     3 air
     3 closed
     3 mean
     3 brain
     3 few
     3 fighting
     3 need
     3 whimpered
     3 saved
     3 tentacles
     3 we're
     3 everybody
     3 opened
     3 second
     3 love
     3 landing
     3 feeling
     3 panic
     3 miners
     3 knocked
     3 groaned
     3 till
     3 guns
     3 faces
     3 always
     3 looks
     3 step
     3 familiar
     3 which
     3 color
     3 ask
     3 snaky
     3 stepped
     3 tell
     3 town
     3 short
     3 name
     3 humans
     3 community
     3 high
     2 crest
     2 sweating
     2 deafening
     2 already
     2 brigade
     2 yellow
     2 set
     2 double-crossed
     2 wonder
     2 dragged
     2 wet
     2 splintered
     2 late
     2 tail
     2 mercury
     2 act
     2 thrown
     2 puffballs
     2 croaker
     2 metal
     2 past
     2 inches
     2 vomiting
     2 end
     2 pride
     2 living
     2 pal
     2 rubbery
     2 fuzzy
     2 zoo-man
     2 wheeled
     2 pete's
     2 quicksand
     2 kittens
     2 mr
     2 crowd
     2 playing
     2 slips
     2 break
     2 except
     2 loud
     2 hung
     2 sucking
     2 worse
     2 worth
     2 alleys
     2 dragging
     2 stub
     2 scare
     2 being
     2 walls
     2 walk
     2 bucky's
     2 newcomer
     2 rush
     2 curtained
     2 pain
     2 chuckled
     2 comfortable
     2 glared
     2 north
     2 you'll
     2 cry
     2 apart
     2 swirl
     2 grabbed
     2 lay
     2 flesh
     2 nature
     2 cloak
     2 word
     2 physical
     2 itinerary
     2 power
     2 wondered
     2 snarling
     2 control
     2 complete
     2 puffball
     2 here's
     2 talk
     2 comes
     2 ears
     2 plastered
     2 lug
     2 every
     2 pushed
     2 beginning
     2 together
     2 handful
     2 daring
     2 getting
     2 waved
     2 belt
     2 laughter
     2 creature
     2 built
     2 credit
     2 burned
     2 louder
     2 seems
     2 yell
     2 hearing
     2 sleepy
     2 sobbed
     2 bars
     2 drawn
     2 drowned
     2 among
     2 wind
     2 nice
     2 trampling
     2 tired
     2 jarin's
     2 independent
     2 food
     2 worms
     2 given
     2 female
     2 breathe
     2 bent
     2 tongue
     2 trip
     2 walking
     2 says
     2 asked
     2 ii
     2 solid
     2 called
     2 c
     2 low
     2 cradle
     2 finally
     2 these
     2 closer
     2 propose
     2 glance
     2 leave
     2 rounded
     2 passageway
     2 lines
     2 chance
     2 simply
     2 lap
     2 lantern
     2 noises
     2 calm
     2 farther
     2 tables
     2 really
     2 ear
     2 finish
     2 better
     2 flared
     2 expression
     2 entertainment
     2 dame
     2 nasty
     2 blur
     2 rather
     2 shaved
     2 grey
     2 zurt
     2 smoking
     2 twitched
     2 wailing
     2 talking
     2 lips
     2 wrong
     2 sitting
     2 pulsed
     2 mars
     2 ropes
     2 kept
     2 iron
     2 bartender
     2 crouched
     2 notice
     2 motion
     2 walled
     2 ginmill
     2 breathing
     2 thil
     2 herself
     2 innocent
     2 mercurian
     2 start
     2 electric
     2 busted
     2 s
     2 changed
     2 runabout
     2 roof
     2 hat
     2 slickers
     2 doctor
     2 blind
     2 strong
     2 cleared
     2 scenery
     2 themselves
     2 hanging
     2 middle
     2 growled
     2 else
     2 sighed
     2 settled
     2 apes
     2 pits
     2 critters
     2 blurred
     2 gun
     2 swamp
     2 another
     2 hero
     2 sit
     2 mad
     2 laid
     2 ball
     2 tattered
     2 isn't
     2 forefinger
     2 greatest
     2 bony
     2 lurched
     2 presently
     2 crouching
     2 rows
     2 erect
     2 scram
     2 u
     2 attraction
     2 sniffled
     2 fool
     2 hypnotic
     2 forget
     2 above
     2 thin
     2 hiccoughed
     2 worked
     2 front
     2 gummed
     2 hammered
     2 young
     2 laugh
     2 nicely
     2 faint
     2 rising
     2 contract
     2 chum
     2 dog
     2 nerves
     2 subject
     2 shifting
     2 superman
     2 crack
     2 touched
     2 sullenly
     2 crawled
     2 tanks
     2 glistening
     2 home
     2 several
     2 sliding
     2 unhappy
     2 broken-down
     2 vicious
     2 minds
     2 work
     2 wish
     2 attention
     2 finished
     2 metallic
     2 sourly
     2 transparent
     2 happen
     2 dry
     2 free
     2 attachments
     2 evolution
     2 others
     2 dim
     2 gong
     2 feed
     2 savage
     2 day
     2 since
     2 glad
     2 grinning
     2 level
     2 empty
     2 undertone
     2 mother
     2 dust
     2 limp
     2 woman's
     2 sneak
     2 slopping
     2 staring
     2 dead-pan
     2 credits
     2 purpose
     2 scattered
     2 marshies
     2 five
     2 gently
     2 prepared
     2 babies
     2 raise
     2 paid
     2 buried
     2 burn
     2 live
     1 gypped
     1 nearest
     1 load
     1 wait
     1 mild
     1 crowding
     1 toppings
     1 flopped
     1 behemoth
     1 ionian
     1 depended
     1 fresh
     1 jupiter
     1 stirring
     1 thickly
     1 stiii
     1 gleam
     1 stiffly
     1 job
     1 met
     1 sight
     1 breastbone
     1 sand-tigers
     1 mining
     1 bes'
     1 third
     1 cocked
     1 pulling
     1 horrible
     1 beams
     1 skinful
     1 bleeding
     1 howdy
     1 foot
     1 shudder
     1 daggering
     1 sheet
     1 ours
     1 dreamy
     1 rummy
     1 squad
     1 scruffing
     1 blast
     1 rockets
     1 risen
     1 pulsing
     1 coils
     1 clawing
     1 leading
     1 morgue
     1 harsh
     1 destitute
     1 wanting
     1 terran
     1 fraction
     1 cheek
     1 thuds
     1 damn
     1 instinct
     1 damned
     1 flame
     1 conservative
     1 shatter
     1 nervous
     1 sleuthing
     1 faster
     1 stinks
     1 double-crossing
     1 towering
     1 tunic
     1 bob
     1 pit
     1 diran
     1 hauds
     1 tricks
     1 law
     1 fortunate
     1 othners
     1 obedient
     1 minded
     1 bed
     1 kitties
     1 ports
     1 roped-off
     1 beautiful
     1 sullen
     1 smacks
     1 follow
     1 strength
     1 tense
     1 chair
     1 assorted
     1 bamboo
     1 hummingbird's
     1 struggled
     1 eggs
     1 shadows
     1 underneath
     1 lhak
     1 child
     1 slogging
     1 banged
     1 boots
     1 stubborn
     1 plainly
     1 lying
     1 punchy
     1 horribly
     1 voices
     1 choking
     1 palms
     1 awful
     1 traveling
     1 credits'
     1 eight
     1 son-of-a-gun
     1 overpay
     1 hoped
     1 blown
     1 knee-deep
     1 curious
     1 hoping
     1 creaky
     1 parked
     1 snarl
     1 yawned
     1 rescue
     1 iii
     1 micky
     1 knows
     1 stayed
     1 gentleness
     1 disaster
     1 confused
     1 ached
     1 armed
     1 seven
     1 whipped
     1 baring
     1 camps
     1 hypnotist
     1 sniffling
     1 least
     1 less
     1 drool
     1 quieted
     1 fascinating
     1 finding
     1 died
     1 hit
     1 dopes
     1 burning
     1 scraped
     1 unshaken
     1 leaving
     1 rat
     1 somethin's
     1 mumbled
     1 crate
     1 somehow
     1 handed
     1 ahead
     1 hitting
     1 habit
     1 heir
     1 slithering
     1 smoldering
     1 struck
     1 terrific
     1 sicker-looking
     1 drinks
     1 disappeared
     1 shift
     1 bending
     1 cavecat
     1 sleek
     1 rube
     1 ideas
     1 destruction
     1 shouldering
     1 worried
     1 uneasily
     1 males
     1 chuckling
     1 evenly
     1 spiking
     1 muttered
     1 petrified
     1 cripes
     1 vein
     1 tries
     1 dwindling
     1 stir
     1 herding
     1 powerful
     1 floudering
     1 rewarded
     1 deadened
     1 broken
     1 fainted
     1 sharply
     1 scales
     1 freaks
     1 refuse
     1 thirsty
     1 meant
     1 shun
     1 give
     1 shannou
     1 eas
     1 sneaking
     1 twist
     1 different
     1 hall
     1 rarity
     1 ah
     1 engagements
     1 wires
     1 number
     1 universal
     1 roustabouts
     1 hut
     1 heels
     1 smothering
     1 question
     1 creatures
     1 carried
     1 straighten
     1 also
     1 stranger
     1 pay
     1 slammed
     1 exhaustion
     1 grizzly
     1 stronger
     1 steamy
     1 packed
     1 zoos
     1 gentle
     1 somebody's
     1 son
     1 tremble
     1 twice
     1 creditors
     1 middle-swampers
     1 swampnedger
     1 cell
     1 hanak's
     1 bottle
     1 curse
     1 nobody's
     1 deceptive
     1 drooled
     1 coarse
     1 avenusian
     1 strangled
     1 le
     1 hard-faced
     1 pan
     1 alien
     1 wicked
     1 distant
     1 heading
     1 rare
     1 march
     1 slapped
     1 fastened
     1 dip
     1 planets
     1 particularly
     1 effect
     1 perhaps
     1 fracture-frame
     1 entrance
     1 postman
     1 belongs
     1 cat's
     1 aid
     1 tactfully
     1 god's
     1 setting
     1 thank
     1 eye
     1 market
     1 solemnly
     1 race
     1 barrel
     1 unbend
     1 tung
     1 quieter
     1 stink
     1 cilia
     1 wanta
     1 answered
     1 lords
     1 doors
     1 settlement
     1 scramble
     1 stare
     1 city
     1 whipping
     1 crooked
     1 wonderful
     1 impressed
     1 heaved
     1 boyfriend
     1 ha-a-y
     1 corny
     1 toad's
     1 darlin'
     1 wiped
     1 business
     1 strong-arm
     1 important
     1 she-snake
     1 units
     1 goose
     1 pants
     1 cases
     1 mystery
     1 squeaked
     1 tethys
     1 call
     1 jar
     1 strangling
     1 bargainer
     1 singing
     1 oughta
     1 whatever
     1 annex
     1 weak
     1 digestion
     1 padding
     1 bill-collector
     1 blowed
     1 monotonous
     1 lifting
     1 mistaken
     1 toil
     1 simon
     1 phooey
     1 passageways
     1 maiden-ladies
     1 loomed
     1 dopey
     1 fist
     1 care
     1 ry
     1 phony
     1 quicker
     1 shuddered
     1 flimsy
     1 faintly
     1 shirts
     1 lobbygows
     1 proper
     1 artillery
     1 mistake
     1 slip
     1 hound
     1 reputation
     1 mob-yell
     1 sparkling
     1 retainer
     1 poked
     1 torches
     1 happened
     1 boredom
     1 tellin'
     1 answer
     1 oil
     1 distance
     1 sleepily
     1 painfully
     1 rocket
     1 reasoning
     1 movement
     1 legend
     1 bones
     1 expect
     1 starvation
     1 seasons
     1 swaying
     1 tortured
     1 pleased
     1 hollow
     1 water
     1 hoods
     1 beings
     1 bribe
     1 footsteps
     1 fall
     1 geeks
     1 shrill
     1 sprang
     1 selak's
     1 brutal
     1 thanks
     1 peeled
     1 nothin'
     1 promise
     1 oftener
     1 greedy
     1 pieces
     1 available
     1 darker
     1 double
     1 muscle
     1 scowling
     1 babel
     1 we've
     1 delighted
     1 crawling
     1 glimpse
     1 sideshows
     1 canvasmen
     1 wrist
     1 future
     1 steer
     1 deserve
     1 i'll
     1 darkngreen
     1 became
     1 swamp-rhino
     1 numbers
     1 exactly
     1 blond
     1 shann
     1 beaten
     1 strangers
     1 slick
     1 breed
     1 bear
     1 superstitious
     1 weeks
     1 prayers
     1 six
     1 placid
     1 actin'
     1 savagely
     1 hugeness
     1 hiya
     1 pawing
     1 waste
     1 back-hair
     1 asleep
     1 coked
     1 swampedge
     1 weaned
     1 larger
     1 crawl
     1 you've
     1 shining
     1 separate
     1 babyish
     1 cousins
     1 dinner
     1 secret
     1 fuel
     1 drum
     1 stiller
     1 meddling
     1 dog-and-pony
     1 restless
     1 there'll
     1 receipts
     1 seared
     1 yelling
     1 draped
     1 horny
     1 suppose
     1 single
     1 drew
     1 faded
     1 behemoths
     1 bow
     1 swung
     1 clearly
     1 lost
     1 possessively
     1 noon
     1 species
     1 mangy
     1 huddling
     1 led
     1 fangs
     1 hexagonal
     1 native
     1 tour
     1 slap
     1 spite
     1 straightened
     1 wasted
     1 they've
     1 spring
     1 sploshed
     1 nightmares
     1 deals
     1 henbane
     1 butch
     1 supplying
     1 swinging
     1 unpleasant
     1 glownworm
     1 beneath
     1 powdering
     1 believe
     1 inna
     1 desire
     1 afterward
     1 yes
     1 sign
     1 colony
     1 synthesilk
     1 fragments
     1 influence
     1 floating
     1 dime
     1 haw
     1 names
     1 crowded
     1 cried
     1 reflectively
     1 wail
     1 six-inch
     1 briefly
     1 visible
     1 game
     1 cave-cat
     1 yentzer
     1 dozen
     1 raked
     1 nearly
     1 venusians
     1 screams
     1 bullet
     1 strapped
     1 sawing
     1 washstand
     1 enemy
     1 snap
     1 successful
     1 drove
     1 hatred
     1 gossakes
     1 worshippers
     1 either
     1 cockroach
     1 tells
     1 flowing
     1 size
     1 hungrier
     1 strong-man
     1 balance
     1 router's
     1 bentley
     1 loneliness
     1 roars
     1 scaled
     1 splotch
     1 half-cousin
     1 bloodshot
     1 attorney
     1 stinking
     1 geting
     1 bought
     1 spectrum
     1 dainty
     1 worshipped
     1 checked
     1 decay
     1 belonged
     1 sluggish
     1 twenty
     1 doorways
     1 trust
     1 terrifying
     1 seeing
     1 poking
     1 stoppered
     1 arc
     1 pre-human
     1 sheets
     1 reptilian
     1 slung
     1 muck
     1 cat-eyes
     1 matter
     1 won't
     1 ratty-looking
     1 toss
     1 sensed
     1 express
     1 suddently
     1 wildness
     1 drunk
     1 bronzed
     1 egg-shell
     1 hissed
     1 drain
     1 sipped
     1 pulse
     1 screwball
     1 outfit
     1 spat
     1 burden
     1 unrolled
     1 real
     1 country
     1 poison
     1 blasted
     1 polite
     1 research
     1 bring
     1 sleep
     1 unarmed
     1 relax
     1 hams
     1 manager
     1 sobbing
     1 creation
     1 mopping-up
     1 chorus
     1 spangles
     1 boy
     1 coughing
     1 shock
     1 sea-bottom
     1 muscular
     1 streets
     1 edges
     1 afford
     1 tightening
     1 tiger
     1 scotch
     1 bills
     1 stuff
     1 infinite
     1 save
     1 usual
     1 hope
     1 exist
     1 poised
     1 spoiling
     1 simple
     1 small-denomination
     1 near
     1 silent
     1 woke
     1 many
     1 murmured
     1 hard-bitten
     1 crests
     1 silhouette
     1 sweetly
     1 punch
     1 hoarsely
     1 cayman
     1 indignant
     1 inspiration
     1 riding
     1 climb
     1 prickle
     1 they'd
     1 alone
     1 twinged
     1 bodies
     1 shivering
     1 spaceport
     1 soaked
     1 savitt
     1 later
     1 poured
     1 where's
     1 whiplashing
     1 shimmer
     1 compression
     1 soon
     1 permit
     1 origin
     1 hatchway
     1 plaid
     1 softer
     1 supplies
     1 tide
     1 timnber
     1 grates
     1 following
     1 ignored
     1 gleamed
     1 lushed
     1 strongest
     1 stumbled
     1 beddy-bye
     1 difference
     1 moons
     1 unfolded
     1 new
     1 lighten
     1 nose
     1 tripped
     1 expensive
     1 calls
     1 pocketed
     1 jarred
     1 packing
     1 suddening
     1 anyone
     1 giggled
     1 intent
     1 tilted
     1 insides
     1 affectionately
     1 mutation
     1 desert
     1 triangular
     1 misery
     1 quietly
     1 punks
     1 shifted
     1 fists
     1 means
     1 weigh
     1 moaned
     1 reasonable
     1 coffin
     1 hysterical
     1 probably
     1 ladder
     1 afterthought
     1 fly
     1 tremendous
     1 casually
     1 decided
     1 clubs
     1 paper
     1 ha'
     1 identity
     1 welded
     1 washed
     1 frightened
     1 rainy
     1 uh
     1 departed
     1 property
     1 younger
     1 glassed-in
     1 eat
     1 ragged
     1 shouting
     1 cat
     1 mist
     1 lush
     1 regarded
     1 blaze
     1 towered
     1 clothes
     1 bumps
     1 bluenwhite
     1 cancel
     1 dump
     1 splinters
     1 steady
     1 spell
     1 brave
     1 blue-black
     1 mane
     1 titan
     1 planted
     1 jabbed
     1 grabbing
     1 friendly
     1 necks
     1 spilling
     1 pusses
     1 interlocking
     1 circuses
     1 hoop
     1 haven't
     1 carries
     1 drooling
     1 buckled
     1 pot-bellied
     1 news
     1 giggling
     1 evidently
     1 captivity
     1 carved
     1 take-off
     1 peered
     1 brighter
     1 nick-uhtime
     1 world
     1 breach
     1 latch
     1 whimper
     1 thildatum
     1 ribs
     1 jammed
     1 booths
     1 funeral
     1 pleasure
     1 glare
     1 managed
     1 quivering
     1 waited
     1 seep
     1 jif
     1 malek
     1 clamor
     1 folded
     1 quicksands
     1 flopping
     1 anger
     1 brows
     1 strung
     1 crazily
     1 tin-pot
     1 pink
     1 especially
     1 easy
     1 realized
     1 scopolamine
     1 connecting
     1 dinosaur
     1 chute
     1 ship'll
     1 musty
     1 such
     1 fun
     1 ti
     1 floated
     1 instantly
     1 handsome
     1 cracking
     1 washout
     1 owl's
     1 coiled
     1 filled
     1 happier
     1 reason
     1 conditioned
     1 stretched
     1 drapes
     1 two-bit
     1 throbbing
     1 brightness
     1 shooting
     1 use
     1 pinched
     1 mattered
     1 yowling
     1 dried
     1 carnie
     1 bill
     1 star
     1 unnerstan'
     1 gettin'
     1 critter'll
     1 stick
     1 frontiers
     1 planet
     1 jury
     1 grinned
     1 burns
     1 greasy
     1 piano
     1 search
     1 gives
     1 play
     1 bulge
     1 beats
     1 stumbling
     1 slack
     1 moans
     1 cracked
     1 mouse-hole
     1 choked
     1 lights
     1 brodie
     1 elbows
     1 lonely
     1 naked
     1 mid-air
     1 tub
     1 plumes
     1 crinkled
     1 excuse
     1 occasionally
     1 li'l
     1 smelt
     1 fine
     1 dancer
     1 poor
     1 smiling
     1 watch
     1 poisoned
     1 absently
     1 towns
     1 line
     1 dicker
     1 house
     1 pointing
     1 drylander
     1 earth
     1 does
     1 bellies
     1 collecting
     1 slab-sided
     1 tears
     1 humanity
     1 aunt
     1 thundering
     1 unless
     1 spun
     1 mostly
     1 during
     1 frozen
     1 sagging
     1 batch
     1 wreck
     1 wiping
     1 blinked
     1 height
     1 pressed
     1 biggest
     1 paused
     1 listening
     1 swelling
     1 climbed
     1 amongst
     1 wild-eyed
     1 sour
     1 main
     1 morning
     1 hunched
     1 excellent
     1 opening
     1 moment
     1 happening
     1 mirror
     1 uncertain
     1 katydid's
     1 rubies
     1 tightened
     1 stand
     1 phosphorescence
     1 risk
     1 wisest
     1 heat
     1 rank
     1 mote
     1 dull
     1 fires
     1 blow
     1 skimming
     1 prove
     1 vitality
     1 battered
     1 guessed
     1 puddle
     1 blue-green
     1 cheap
     1 stared
     1 balls
     1 tehara
     1 wetnursed
     1 twisting
     1 added
     1 grab
     1 lazy
     1 brothers
     1 lawyer
     1 damage
     1 jell
     1 kipper's
     1 fit
     1 one-seventy-five
     1 upholstered
     1 kinkers
     1 worl'
     1 swing
     1 answering
     1 challenging
     1 talked
     1 alleviation
     1 sell
     1 singin'
     1 joeys
     1 ways
     1 settlements
     1 sadness
     1 swayed
     1 deny
     1 weight
     1 rip
     1 ripping
     1 nodding
     1 limit
     1 loves
     1 temperamental
     1 hidden
     1 bird
     1 heck
     1 valuable
     1 kid
     1 blueness
     1 speech
     1 sounding
     1 shrieks
     1 breakfast
     1 slipping
     1 covering
     1 grim
     1 joints
     1 legions
     1 shrivelled
     1 glassy
     1 churning
     1 hey
     1 ruins
     1 strip
     1 sluiced
     1 vocabulary
     1 recovered
     1 owed
     1 cries
     1 pitch
     1 connected
     1 agreeable
     1 fossils
     1 unapproachable
     1 extreme
     1 nails
     1 fascinated
     1 minnie's
     1 clattered
     1 impressive
     1 jovian
     1 entity
     1 spread
     1 friends
     1 hating
     1 controls
     1 eardrums
     1 filaments
     1 deep-swamp
     1 rustling
     1 taking
     1 gripes
     1 redneyed
     1 eleven
     1 anyhow
     1 path
     1 cords
     1 harem
     1 gods
     1 topper
     1 st
     1 one-thirty-seven
     1 pleasantly
     1 gritted
     1 pays
     1 suffered
     1 ganymedian
     1 crash
     1 remedy
     1 dressed
     1 swamp-edgers
     1 ready
     1 bungled
     1 o'
     1 tiny
     1 covered
     1 sideways
     1 robbed
     1 stranded
     1 goning
     1 gotta
     1 hammer
     1 squirmed
     1 corner
     1 slightly
     1 weighed
     1 muddy
     1 rubes
     1 glittered
     1 glitter
     1 nor
     1 swallowed
     1 elmo's
     1 stark
     1 converging
     1 anywhere
     1 blue-swamp
     1 thak-weed
     1 change
     1 crisp
     1 realize
     1 spill
     1 nip-ups
     1 unharmed
     1 frolicking
     1 trainer
     1 shaking
     1 in-
     1 penned
     1 twig
     1 fella
     1 bigger
     1 bland
     1 sunk
     1 unnder
     1 torn
     1 occasions
     1 wings
     1 hghted
     1 read
     1 unity
     1 surrounding
     1 quarter-earthblood
     1 hru
     1 realizes
     1 iv
     1 that'll
     1 relaxed
     1 irritably
     1 barrels
     1 slitted
     1 common
     1 driving
     1 flop
     1 seem
     1 thompson
     1 fired
     1 shirt
     1 tromped
     1 hunter
     1 carnivals
     1 zurats
     1 skip
     1 dimmed
     1 starting
     1 years
     1 brown
     1 comfy
     1 touching
     1 hips
     1 openings
     1 party
     1 leftnhanded
     1 paste
     1 pair
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  820 the
     402 and
     303 a
     294 he
     293 of
     204 it
     203 was
     202 his
     197 to
     188 in
     162 campbell
     114 on
     101 you
     101 that
     95 with
     87 him
     80 were
     80 had
     75 there
     71 said
     71 they
     70 but
     61 out
     60 for
     60 i
     54 them
     49 up
     46 be
     46 eyes
     46 romany
     44 like
     44 from
     43 could
     43 her
     43 have
     41 little
     41 now
     40 as
     39 tredrick
     38 at
     38 man
     37 no
     37 voice
     35 is
     35 marah
     34 didn't
     34 over
     33 face
     33 then
     33 into
     33 not
     32 down
     32 when
     31 been
     30 all
     30 long
     30 kraylens
     29 still
     29 old
     29 light
     28 we
     28 got
     27 what
     27 so
     26 time
     26 hands
     26 people
     26 she
     26 way
     25 more
     25 about
     25 again
     25 ship
     24 hot
     24 your
     24 black
     24 my
     24 went
     24 stella
     24 are
     23 men
     23 do
     23 get
     23 campbell's
     22 something
     22 an
     22 through
     22 us
     22 dark
     22 this
     22 their
     22 one
     21 away
     21 if
     21 some
     21 will
     21 who
     21 made
     20 go
     20 only
     20 here
     20 night
     20 hand
     19 off
     18 tredrick's
     18 under
     18 thought
     18 coalition
     18 would
     18 across
     17 i'm
     17 white
     17 back
     17 looked
     17 me
     17 roy
     16 he'd
     16 cold
     16 think
     16 around
     15 turned
     15 by
     15 gun
     14 help
     14 knew
     14 ships
     14 drum
     14 going
     14 guard
     14 things
     14 hook
     14 anything
     13 can
     13 where
     13 slow
     13 body
     13 stella's
     13 wasn't
     13 just
     13 lhi
     13 hard
     13 felt
     12 you're
     12 it's
     12 see
     12 green
     12 came
     12 fitts-sothern
     12 well
     12 too
     12 anger
     12 lot
     12 thin
     12 very
     12 couldn't
     12 kraylen
     12 head
     11 crest
     11 even
     11 toward
     11 let
     11 stopped
     11 indigo
     11 because
     11 man's
     11 wall
     11 know
     11 angry
     11 suddenly
     11 hell
     11 took
     10 gone
     10 hair
     10 stood
     10 how
     10 wouldn't
     10 throat
     10 wind
     10 tight
     10 trouble
     10 better
     10 or
     10 want
     10 beyond
     10 than
     10 father
     10 against
     10 edge
     10 began
     10 whispered
     10 blue
     10 deep
     10 clear
     10 take
     10 tell
     10 swamps
     10 before
     9 marah's
     9 breath
     9 right
     9 sullen
     9 sorry
     9 don't
     9 make
     9 own
     9 space
     9 laughed
     9 patrol
     9 never
     9 great
     9 quietly
     9 venus
     9 presently
     9 softly
     9 nothing
     9 door
     9 liha-trees
     8 square
     8 hoped
     8 did
     8 come
     8 big
     8 place
     8 gypsies
     8 dead
     8 callistan
     8 burned
     8 water
     8 blood
     8 martian
     8 put
     8 lips
     8 say
     8 smiled
     8 inside
     8 grinned
     8 red
     8 darkness
     8 three
     7 harp
     7 ran
     7 set
     7 behind
     7 doorway
     7 four
     7 he's
     7 those
     7 they're
     7 sure
     7 any
     7 screen
     7 remember
     7 son
     7 has
     7 moved
     7 lay
     7 word
     7 power
     7 speak
     7 stones
     7 quite
     7 you've
     7 small
     7 low
     7 held
     7 enough
     7 chance
     7 thing
     7 saw
     7 dropped
     7 quick
     7 neck
     7 after
     7 look
     7 stop
     7 why
     7 slowly
     7 kraylen's
     7 system
     7 might
     7 two
     7 full
     7 hulks
     7 tried
     7 live
     6 they'll
     6 gate
     6 running
     6 part
     6 good
     6 pipe
     6 heard
     6 sultry
     6 struck
     6 baraki
     6 wanted
     6 beating
     6 control
     6 stirred
     6 life
     6 care
     6 spoke
     6 beside
     6 arm
     6 getting
     6 heart
     6 close
     6 became
     6 pale
     6 shoulder
     6 used
     6 moving
     6 can't
     6 stone
     6 its
     6 narrow
     6 there's
     6 much
     6 probably
     6 else
     6 okay
     6 standing
     6 coming
     6 teeth
     6 cruel
     6 lights
     6 earth
     6 opened
     6 started
     6 free
     6 spread
     6 freedom
     6 found
     6 heavy
     6 taxil
     5 gray
     5 wait
     5 panel
     5 fire
     5 fast
     5 metal
     5 without
     5 woman
     5 growing
     5 smoke
     5 child
     5 lying
     5 sake
     5 seen
     5 kilt
     5 died
     5 music
     5 seemed
     5 lit
     5 sharp
     5 give
     5 being
     5 venusian
     5 until
     5 fight
     5 feet
     5 mass
     5 answer
     5 slowed
     5 weren't
     5 sat
     5 pulled
     5 lost
     5 alive
     5 led
     5 steps
     5 jets
     5 while
     5 cursed
     5 closer
     5 side
     5 along
     5 really
     5 flash
     5 alone
     5 our
     5 breathing
     5 anyone
     5 beat
     5 most
     5 other
     5 soft
     5 yeah
     5 strange
     5 world
     5 hurry
     5 air
     5 trying
     5 above
     5 hated
     5 caught
     5 nerves
     5 touched
     5 stared
     5 shivered
     5 feel
     5 guards
     5 trees
     5 others
     5 sent
     5 savage
     5 public
     5 always
     5 empty
     5 woman's
     5 cigarette
     5 sang
     5 gently
     5 short
     5 looking
     5 quarter
     4 sweating
     4 hear
     4 that's
     4 beams
     4 scarlet
     4 bosses
     4 sick
     4 mak
     4 watching
     4 flame
     4 nervous
     4 picked
     4 past
     4 solar
     4 beautiful
     4 living
     4 eran
     4 whole
     4 money
     4 ugly
     4 left
     4 circle
     4 burning
     4 somebody
     4 mind
     4 hurt
     4 stir
     4 hung
     4 followed
     4 walls
     4 veins
     4 hut
     4 sound
     4 curse
     4 nodded
     4 shrugged
     4 top
     4 certain
     4 waiting
     4 hate
     4 below
     4 call
     4 singing
     4 wished
     4 every
     4 sky
     4 mouth
     4 lean
     4 together
     4 silence
     4 shadow
     4 sweat
     4 hunting
     4 smelled
     4 broke
     4 kill
     4 children
     4 must
     4 queer
     4 himself
     4 called
     4 point
     4 zard
     4 bitter
     4 brought
     4 matter
     4 speed
     4 antennae
     4 remembering
     4 someone
     4 needed
     4 blind
     4 strong
     4 making
     4 last
     4 mist
     4 steady
     4 i've
     4 bronze
     4 besides
     4 far
     4 shot
     4 showed
     4 shooting
     4 needles
     4 naked
     4 outside
     4 young
     4 faint
     4 climbed
     4 refuge
     4 calling
     4 we're
     4 hadn't
     4 harper
     4 rest
     4 second
     4 boat
     4 skin
     4 warm
     4 yet
     4 though
     4 anyhow
     4 ready
     4 level
     4 knees
     4 slightly
     4 ask
     4 cave
     4 once
     4 wore
     4 shirt
     3 death
     3 arms
     3 yellow
     3 met
     3 plan
     3 leading
     3 slave
     3 spilled
     3 tunic
     3 dirty
     3 understand
     3 pretty
     3 wide
     3 stung
     3 almost
     3 earthman
     3 slept
     3 mob
     3 view
     3 curve
     3 bolt
     3 walk
     3 helmet
     3 spaceship
     3 cut
     3 glowing
     3 hummock
     3 you'll
     3 guarding
     3 distant
     3 planets
     3 perhaps
     3 sudden
     3 eye
     3 government
     3 contact
     3 should
     3 hide
     3 empire
     3 center
     3 girl
     3 wondered
     3 talk
     3 rippled
     3 clean
     3 drive
     3 beginning
     3 ago
     3 pumping
     3 happened
     3 hulk
     3 moore
     3 farm
     3 defeat
     3 bones
     3 seems
     3 thinking
     3 whether
     3 grow
     3 raised
     3 seared
     3 drew
     3 points
     3 gorget
     3 done
     3 they've
     3 scared
     3 reached
     3 harping
     3 gloom
     3 trap
     3 briefly
     3 pipes
     3 enemy
     3 granite
     3 these
     3 snarled
     3 pens
     3 times
     3 won't
     3 return
     3 keep
     3 building
     3 holding
     3 pulse
     3 sleep
     3 icy
     3 huge
     3 rather
     3 die
     3 deadly
     3 many
     3 wrong
     3 mars
     3 they'd
     3 iron
     3 crouched
     3 motion
     3 radio
     3 soon
     3 changed
     3 drumming
     3 cleared
     3 decided
     3 sighed
     3 jaw
     3 course
     3 titan
     3 boys
     3 swamp
     3 another
     3 nobody
     3 trade
     3 glare
     3 throbbed
     3 easy
     3 realized
     3 airlock
     3 erect
     3 closed
     3 earthmen
     3 days
     3 throbbing
     3 pointed
     3 mean
     3 knelt
     3 few
     3 told
     3 tractors
     3 kissed
     3 quarters
     3 need
     3 does
     3 spiral
     3 laugh
     3 mostly
     3 fingers
     3 anyway
     3 war
     3 saved
     3 tentacles
     3 stand
     3 hunt
     3 force
     3 exquisite
     3 careful
     3 legs
     3 talked
     3 work
     3 lock
     3 saturn
     3 progress
     3 opalescent
     3 guns
     3 bright
     3 born
     3 vaguely
     3 between
     3 day
     3 path
     3 since
     3 ever
     3 guy
     3 glitter
     3 town
     3 name
     3 fur
     3 thomas
     3 high
     3 first
     2 steel-sheathed
     2 stifled
     2 planetary
     2 wheel
     2 jupiter
     2 rocks
     2 leaders
     2 jeweled
     2 barbarians
     2 trading
     2 partly
     2 capture
     2 wonder
     2 driven
     2 regular
     2 twisted
     2 rhythmic
     2 brilliant
     2 third
     2 age
     2 we'll
     2 criminal
     2 fix
     2 earthman's
     2 glint
     2 mercury
     2 councilor
     2 paniki
     2 harsh
     2 atmosphere
     2 terran
     2 throw
     2 cheek
     2 shelter
     2 sheer
     2 damn
     2 gave
     2 balcony
     2 move
     2 minded
     2 accepted
     2 ports
     2 follow
     2 rapid
     2 overchief
     2 fed
     2 shadows
     2 thrusting
     2 special
     2 voices
     2 eight
     2 rubbery
     2 village
     2 neither
     2 involuntary
     2 sweep
     2 firing
     2 meet
     2 plenty
     2 dignity
     2 mr
     2 leather
     2 somehow
     2 ahead
     2 mines
     2 playing
     2 flickered
     2 strings
     2 traitor
     2 tribe
     2 sleek
     2 lower
     2 funny
     2 ridges
     2 evenly
     2 kids
     2 broken
     2 sharply
     2 meant
     2 lie
     2 chief
     2 may
     2 romany's
     2 crying
     2 trader
     2 carried
     2 crashed
     2 pay
     2 furious
     2 clattering
     2 rush
     2 gypsy
     2 pain
     2 somebody's
     2 swift
     2 round
     2 human
     2 cry
     2 infinitely
     2 system's
     2 lamp
     2 minutes
     2 latniks
     2 alien
     2 wicked
     2 charge
     2 you'd
     2 thrust
     2 heading
     2 feral
     2 sunlight
     2 stay
     2 feathers
     2 entrance
     2 anesthetic
     2 startled
     2 god's
     2 note
     2 somberly
     2 bunch
     2 wonderful
     2 throttle
     2 threw
     2 business
     2 let's
     2 wood
     2 tick
     2 shoved
     2 weak
     2 oh
     2 scrap
     2 nowhere
     2 junk
     2 fist
     2 primal
     2 wells
     2 pearl-gray
     2 oil
     2 kesh
     2 frame
     2 movement
     2 rock
     2 built
     2 pleased
     2 lead
     2 council
     2 footsteps
     2 half
     2 outer
     2 find
     2 future
     2 i'll
     2 owe
     2 exactly
     2 beaten
     2 strangers
     2 cop
     2 hold
     2 branches
     2 given
     2 shining
     2 province
     2 breathe
     2 needle
     2 single
     2 bent
     2 swung
     2 pretending
     2 clearly
     2 warn
     2 weird
     2 grapples
     2 asked
     2 idea
     2 vegetables
     2 sign
     2 knotted
     2 forehead
     2 minute
     2 try
     2 spoken
     2 fell
     2 clinking
     2 peace
     2 joined
     2 shielding
     2 tunnel
     2 terra-venusian
     2 lines
     2 safety
     2 instant
     2 sister
     2 blazed
     2 it'll
     2 checked
     2 calm
     2 helps
     2 farther
     2 giving
     2 hatch
     2 feeding
     2 lowest
     2 happy
     2 blasted
     2 bring
     2 cities
     2 rushing
     2 doing
     2 caves
     2 muscular
     2 stuff
     2 area
     2 hope
     2 flanges
     2 stray
     2 hungry
     2 silent
     2 twitched
     2 murmured
     2 turning
     2 blasting
     2 switch
     2 uncertainty
     2 thrumming
     2 kept
     2 framed
     2 goes
     2 forgotten
     2 rebellious
     2 angles
     2 stumbled
     2 sheep
     2 moons
     2 tier
     2 mirth
     2 flask
     2 sweet
     2 fence
     2 waist
     2 absolutely
     2 bitterly
     2 crashing
     2 getaway
     2 gray-haired
     2 cat
     2 halfway
     2 cautious
     2 escape
     2 wars
     2 locks
     2 what's
     2 cot
     2 laid
     2 isn't
     2 beam
     2 flashed
     2 possibly
     2 rot
     2 aboard
     2 gaunt
     2 brows
     2 ancient
     2 frontier
     2 disturbance
     2 filled
     2 dying
     2 happier
     2 use
     2 whisper
     2 name's
     2 brain
     2 planet
     2 gives
     2 play
     2 noise
     2 stumbling
     2 smoky
     2 bit
     2 lonely
     2 front
     2 meeting
     2 fighting
     2 thieves
     2 watch
     2 known
     2 person
     2 house
     2 working
     2 set-up
     2 whimpered
     2 open
     2 blinked
     2 pressed
     2 listening
     2 main
     2 somewhere
     2 cage
     2 grimly
     2 heat
     2 racking
     2 fires
     2 trick
     2 smoked
     2 hammers
     2 crawled
     2 thick
     2 tehara
     2 run
     2 added
     2 memory
     2 sing
     2 challenging
     2 skill
     2 love
     2 wishing
     2 scarred
     2 sell
     2 dumb
     2 wish
     2 latnik
     2 freighter
     2 dismantled
     2 keys
     2 recognized
     2 hidden
     2 shots
     2 happen
     2 cover
     2 knocked
     2 dry
     2 groaned
     2 storage
     2 pricked
     2 suit
     2 connected
     2 civil
     2 remembered
     2 often
     2 ledge
     2 controls
     2 am
     2 ladders
     2 tractor
     2 dourly
     2 gods
     2 wooden
     2 easier
     2 skills
     2 tiny
     2 machinery
     2 statue
     2 shook
     2 longer
     2 swallowed
     2 quickly
     2 otherwise
     2 anywhere
     2 firelight
     2 change
     2 expecting
     2 which
     2 color
     2 lungs
     2 gripped
     2 pure
     2 stepped
     2 veered
     2 floor
     2 five
     2 fired
     2 affair
     2 helped
     2 homes
     2 starboard
     2 wakened
     2 hide-frame
     2 rear
     2 room
     2 quaint
     1 issue
     1 taken
     1 motionless
     1 advise
     1 telepathy
     1 share
     1 owned
     1 grapes
     1 plague-spots
     1 ashamed
     1 striking
     1 sweat-stained
     1 show
     1 stirring
     1 roared
     1 thickly
     1 already
     1 stone-lined
     1 exchange
     1 heavily
     1 tap
     1 pearl
     1 beautifully
     1 milk
     1 tapestry
     1 burly
     1 rainbow
     1 balakar
     1 violet
     1 brow
     1 sight
     1 perfect
     1 sardonic
     1 jet-black
     1 glamour
     1 flashing
     1 squinted
     1 relief
     1 object
     1 jockeyed
     1 tumbled
     1 boats
     1 throttled
     1 swamp-crawlers
     1 bad
     1 belong
     1 scrapping
     1 bleeding
     1 plain
     1 foot
     1 replaced
     1 unidentifiable
     1 knife
     1 heavy-duty
     1 gets
     1 charts
     1 ours
     1 blanketing
     1 suction
     1 affected
     1 rockets
     1 luck
     1 drainage
     1 tie
     1 routine
     1 melted
     1 tribes
     1 banked
     1 shoot
     1 bloodshed
     1 diameter
     1 trapped
     1 bare
     1 recovering
     1 flinging
     1 hydroponic
     1 warming
     1 cigarettes
     1 tangle
     1 damned
     1 tow-headed
     1 hostile
     1 clashing
     1 faster
     1 towering
     1 craved
     1 hazy
     1 frail
     1 blurring
     1 tigerish
     1 black-eyed
     1 harder
     1 mouths
     1 prosperous
     1 buildings
     1 angle
     1 softness
     1 end
     1 rains
     1 throats
     1 imprisonment
     1 pilot
     1 fever
     1 glaring
     1 wounded
     1 symbol
     1 sticky
     1 pilot's
     1 order
     1 outsiders
     1 prize
     1 opposed
     1 old-fashioned
     1 supple
     1 night-shrouded
     1 interested
     1 bodyguard
     1 jerks
     1 kind
     1 flamed
     1 underneath
     1 backwash
     1 comfort
     1 morally
     1 subtly
     1 liha
     1 boots
     1 fathers
     1 coalsack
     1 finger
     1 ekla
     1 wolfishly
     1 horribly
     1 fields
     1 thundered
     1 shiver
     1 dagda
     1 occasional
     1 forward
     1 blown
     1 lamplight
     1 groped
     1 delicate
     1 fuzzy
     1 thousands
     1 rang
     1 inspection
     1 go-by
     1 transmitted
     1 treaty
     1 pete's
     1 rescue
     1 iii
     1 mazes
     1 shocked
     1 stayed
     1 noisy
     1 swollen
     1 sway
     1 sometimes
     1 unnoticed
     1 armed
     1 seven
     1 whipped
     1 camps
     1 vanishing
     1 slackening
     1 anthropoid
     1 elbow
     1 exclamation
     1 purring
     1 pet
     1 bitingly
     1 least
     1 less
     1 feeble
     1 criminals
     1 tall
     1 tasted
     1 tough-looking
     1 tighter
     1 notes
     1 tricky
     1 slashed
     1 palm
     1 conduits
     1 tow
     1 committee
     1 liked
     1 liquor
     1 certainly
     1 lopped
     1 sordid
     1 brush
     1 dotted
     1 spearing
     1 lengths
     1 selling
     1 spaceports
     1 laughing
     1 exhausted
     1 levels
     1 unlimbered
     1 older
     1 devoted
     1 ideas
     1 manual
     1 break
     1 lowering
     1 plate-shaped
     1 weapon
     1 twitching
     1 sounded
     1 mass-detectors
     1 longing
     1 harness-rocket
     1 becomes
     1 uneasily
     1 pulses
     1 muttered
     1 sinuous
     1 lousy
     1 except
     1 loud
     1 disgraceful
     1 sucked
     1 monstrosities
     1 loved
     1 idiots
     1 guide
     1 earnest
     1 holes
     1 desolate
     1 polished
     1 worth
     1 madhouse
     1 scales
     1 cellar
     1 craft
     1 leaned
     1 backwater
     1 slits
     1 sank
     1 plunged
     1 emergency
     1 straight
     1 juggled
     1 unique
     1 sandaled
     1 cunning
     1 figure
     1 vanished
     1 savagery
     1 venus-drag
     1 permission
     1 hall
     1 different
     1 gravel
     1 stunt
     1 candle
     1 talents
     1 knifed
     1 seepage
     1 number
     1 ominous
     1 rocked
     1 produce
     1 retained
     1 heels
     1 having
     1 fishnet
     1 question
     1 creatures
     1 animals
     1 makes
     1 also
     1 tarpon
     1 tackling
     1 reaching
     1 mess
     1 dived
     1 blue-white
     1 slammed
     1 exhaustion
     1 broom
     1 steamy
     1 join
     1 judas
     1 packed
     1 semi-human
     1 timers
     1 evade
     1 dangerous
     1 badly
     1 amber
     1 gaps
     1 riveters
     1 tremble
     1 twice
     1 pa
     1 dirt
     1 tamboina
     1 rustled
     1 groping
     1 grunted
     1 element
     1 apart
     1 tin
     1 savaging
     1 lined
     1 band
     1 mousies
     1 we'd
     1 rusty
     1 rare
     1 slapped
     1 harshly
     1 triple-braced
     1 hunger
     1 chin
     1 searching
     1 message
     1 terra
     1 greenish
     1 range
     1 blasters
     1 blindly
     1 souped-up
     1 drifting
     1 learned
     1 charges
     1 light-black
     1 sore
     1 land
     1 bucking
     1 breast
     1 lots
     1 saturnian
     1 shouted
     1 thank
     1 publicity
     1 flesh
     1 definite
     1 keeping
     1 market
     1 cans
     1 race
     1 platinum-plated
     1 prayer
     1 companion
     1 blowing
     1 blood-orange
     1 promised
     1 baffled
     1 mention
     1 liquid
     1 answered
     1 far-off
     1 sweeping
     1 spanner
     1 build
     1 hip
     1 stroked
     1 shadowed
     1 flaring
     1 whipping
     1 curled
     1 knee
     1 verniers
     1 conduit
     1 croaked
     1 slumbering
     1 everything
     1 behave
     1 froze
     1 reception
     1 important
     1 speaking
     1 grip
     1 forgive
     1 including
     1 pants
     1 cases
     1 grade
     1 muscled
     1 sad
     1 writing
     1 blue-violet
     1 jar
     1 he'll
     1 illegally
     1 clip
     1 comes
     1 ears
     1 opposite
     1 dark-gold
     1 coldly
     1 beast
     1 showing
     1 anybody
     1 pains
     1 submitted
     1 reminded
     1 somber
     1 meddle
     1 reasonably
     1 vague
     1 permanent
     1 celtic
     1 lug
     1 orbit
     1 loomed
     1 prelude
     1 policy
     1 terrible
     1 betray
     1 lovelier
     1 shirts
     1 family
     1 passages
     1 proper
     1 slight
     1 silver
     1 mistake
     1 slip
     1 brightening
     1 crude
     1 tunnels
     1 leshen-skins
     1 chart
     1 normal
     1 goods
     1 station
     1 grin
     1 feelings
     1 lived
     1 fractional
     1 seat
     1 remnants
     1 wedge
     1 smart
     1 wandering
     1 distance
     1 painfully
     1 speaker
     1 mak's
     1 hours'
     1 rocket
     1 handicrafts
     1 smothered
     1 ease
     1 belt
     1 laughter
     1 creature
     1 v
     1 trembling
     1 expect
     1 louder
     1 swaying
     1 tortured
     1 adam
     1 cursing
     1 aware
     1 rebellion
     1 juice
     1 shackles
     1 fall
     1 intricate
     1 indicator
     1 shrill
     1 forever
     1 surged
     1 spaceguard
     1 pencil
     1 minor
     1 sleeve
     1 sobbed
     1 catlike
     1 straws
     1 bars
     1 double
     1 four-armed
     1 muscle
     1 detector
     1 smallish
     1 decision
     1 gallery
     1 among
     1 muscles
     1 crawling
     1 clink
     1 someplace
     1 citadel
     1 jumped
     1 private
     1 pearly
     1 listed
     1 direction
     1 wrist
     1 hunters
     1 glided
     1 nice
     1 coolers
     1 refugees
     1 numbers
     1 blanket
     1 angling
     1 supervise
     1 aslant
     1 trampling
     1 tired
     1 rays
     1 moreover
     1 quality
     1 savagely
     1 food
     1 intensity
     1 flowed
     1 vigilant
     1 sob
     1 earth's
     1 same
     1 prison
     1 knot
     1 campaign
     1 swamp-dragon
     1 crawl
     1 decently
     1 alarm
     1 glints
     1 slinking
     1 ebony-black
     1 tattooing
     1 connect
     1 lingered
     1 thoroughness
     1 wearily
     1 passage
     1 slid
     1 fools
     1 secret
     1 branch
     1 fuel
     1 pulls
     1 squat
     1 mood
     1 there'll
     1 pursuer
     1 suppose
     1 cleaned
     1 sections
     1 echo
     1 compartment
     1 faded
     1 taxil's
     1 backward
     1 gamble
     1 lanes
     1 touch
     1 endured
     1 hammocks
     1 within
     1 tongue
     1 traded
     1 dam
     1 scapegoat
     1 wear
     1 oily
     1 walking
     1 tour
     1 slap
     1 friend
     1 perfectly
     1 smaller
     1 straightened
     1 spite
     1 waded
     1 spring
     1 gourd
     1 oblong
     1 broad
     1 shouts
     1 swinging
     1 press
     1 ground
     1 beneath
     1 uneven
     1 leaf
     1 ii
     1 law-abiding
     1 trailing
     1 irish
     1 yes
     1 child's
     1 solid
     1 unimportant
     1 happily
     1 base
     1 aren't
     1 infra-beam
     1 spider-silk
     1 spy
     1 administration
     1 tremor
     1 roughly
     1 crowded
     1 disused
     1 doesn't
     1 pull
     1 clumsy
     1 hurled
     1 locked
     1 game
     1 rebel
     1 youngish
     1 potholes
     1 dozen
     1 achieving
     1 nearly
     1 venusians
     1 worrying
     1 one'll
     1 stepchild
     1 seeking
     1 near-fatal
     1 frigid
     1 goat
     1 killed
     1 dangerously
     1 upland
     1 dryly
     1 shenyat
     1 tomcat
     1 flare
     1 exhibit
     1 wept
     1 blistering
     1 discarded
     1 tells
     1 tag
     1 walked
     1 acknowledging
     1 dials
     1 thrummed
     1 size
     1 amusement
     1 rebels
     1 glinted
     1 loneliness
     1 scaled
     1 sacking
     1 simply
     1 fumbled
     1 extending
     1 racket
     1 mouse
     1 stomach
     1 jerked
     1 stinking
     1 greatness
     1 cannot
     1 listen
     1 blackness
     1 circular
     1 deadness
     1 lap
     1 spying
     1 weaving
     1 needle-gun
     1 nearer
     1 harboring
     1 fought
     1 decay
     1 skittered
     1 reddish
     1 bothered
     1 wrecks
     1 yelled
     1 coal
     1 ecstasy
     1 medicine
     1 twenty
     1 glinting
     1 silly
     1 condemned
     1 wild
     1 arc
     1 wind-tossed
     1 valuation
     1 reptilian
     1 bluffing
     1 slung
     1 everyone
     1 coals
     1 steering
     1 lift
     1 source
     1 blue-whiteness
     1 sensed
     1 tattoo
     1 opulent
     1 suspicion
     1 plunger
     1 win
     1 robe
     1 yours
     1 spend
     1 marshal
     1 saying
     1 echoing
     1 mound
     1 wavelength
     1 kneeling
     1 reclaimed
     1 drain
     1 bounded
     1 vast
     1 burden
     1 real
     1 flames
     1 obvious
     1 intangible
     1 flared
     1 expression
     1 missed
     1 port
     1 rob
     1 laws
     1 drifted
     1 eventually
     1 bleed
     1 infrafield
     1 hopelessly
     1 skittering
     1 abruptly
     1 pass
     1 sobbing
     1 creation
     1 dully
     1 excitement
     1 existence
     1 deliberately
     1 navigation
     1 universe
     1 boy
     1 plucked
     1 streets
     1 afford
     1 bottom
     1 materialized
     1 twelve-foot
     1 bulkhead
     1 me'
     1 save
     1 tours
     1 natural
     1 poised
     1 prowl
     1 whispering
     1 rolled
     1 weaker
     1 smugly
     1 mixing
     1 simple
     1 blame
     1 handwheel
     1 concentrating
     1 thatch
     1 mousetrap
     1 unconstructive
     1 polar
     1 woke
     1 fat
     1 god
     1 contraction
     1 affairs
     1 crests
     1 endangering
     1 bypassed
     1 sitting
     1 close-packed
     1 ropes
     1 suspicious
     1 unsteadily
     1 nahali
     1 swept
     1 questions
     1 announce
     1 pale-red
     1 lashes
     1 unsteady
     1 shivering
     1 stiff
     1 clearing
     1 wherein
     1 possible
     1 later
     1 drains
     1 tune
     1 half-shuttered
     1 where's
     1 split
     1 kicked
     1 features
     1 barrel-lock
     1 thawed
     1 tattooed
     1 eaters
     1 group
     1 nerve
     1 sparks
     1 bleat
     1 dropping
     1 hatchway
     1 reach
     1 patience
     1 walled
     1 fiercer
     1 pictures
     1 effective
     1 blend
     1 butt
     1 stall
     1 lam
     1 keshi
     1 chasing
     1 gust
     1 swine
     1 wavered
     1 scream
     1 chest
     1 near-men
     1 nursed
     1 magnetic
     1 krub
     1 telling
     1 onto
     1 infra-beams
     1 new
     1 returning
     1 steep
     1 nuisance
     1 skilled
     1 flung
     1 curved
     1 nose
     1 mercurian
     1 start
     1 jutted
     1 electric
     1 jarred
     1 timed
     1 generally
     1 acquired
     1 tempted
     1 soot
     1 diabolical
     1 nuts
     1 gratefully
     1 ten
     1 glimmering
     1 groups
     1 information
     1 nomads
     1 slender
     1 triangular
     1 rust
     1 exploited
     1 bogs
     1 indistinguishably
     1 explained
     1 fatal
     1 crash-out
     1 upon
     1 plates
     1 tokay
     1 fists
     1 outlandish
     1 screaming
     1 recall
     1 netted
     1 father's
     1 flat
     1 welders
     1 taint
     1 maze
     1 ladder
     1 harbored
     1 curing
     1 hull
     1 fixed
     1 harness
     1 next
     1 scot
     1 welded
     1 frightened
     1 intended
     1 spreading
     1 themselves
     1 flying
     1 shoulders
     1 grew
     1 middle
     1 ragged
     1 scorched
     1 barren
     1 revolt
     1 methodical
     1 disliked
     1 focus
     1 begin
     1 lhi's
     1 who'll
     1 floodlights
     1 double-banked
     1 salt
     1 ritual
     1 feathery
     1 busiest
     1 harness-jet
     1 awfully
     1 hundred
     1 consider
     1 starved
     1 upstairs
     1 shone
     1 internal
     1 hurting
     1 vibrant
     1 cliffs
     1 blurred
     1 cannon
     1 reward
     1 runs
     1 inter-lunar
     1 phosphorescent
     1 sit
     1 oiled
     1 backwaters
     1 million-to-one
     1 wildly
     1 crazy
     1 mad
     1 buckled
     1 ganymede
     1 news
     1 row
     1 slippery
     1 faith
     1 tattered
     1 none
     1 mere
     1 fade
     1 perspiration
     1 unpleasantly
     1 divided
     1 gravelly
     1 brighter
     1 depressing
     1 slag
     1 whimper
     1 smooth
     1 mickey
     1 possessed
     1 cross-section
     1 airlocks
     1 copper
     1 lion
     1 huskily
     1 raced
     1 regard
     1 menace
     1 flickering
     1 clicked
     1 jurisdiction
     1 exploded
     1 almost-son
     1 best
     1 blackened
     1 surgeon's
     1 clamor
     1 trim
     1 vibrations
     1 folded
     1 soberly
     1 fallen
     1 massage
     1 heart-shaped
     1 well-fed
     1 tubes
     1 galleries
     1 bartering
     1 circus
     1 sindar
     1 follow-up
     1 lading
     1 lizard
     1 bother
     1 tingle
     1 godforsaken
     1 piled
     1 reeds
     1 catch
     1 grain
     1 fun
     1 quarrel
     1 tree-stumps
     1 groin
     1 harmlessly
     1 afraid
     1 instantly
     1 cooling
     1 handsome
     1 nine
     1 attraction
     1 lashing
     1 loot
     1 mud
     1 muffled
     1 brightness
     1 guys
     1 words
     1 clothing
     1 porch
     1 dried
     1 aim
     1 spaceships
     1 droopy
     1 mistaking
     1 safe
     1 star
     1 drylanders
     1 fool
     1 softened
     1 sureness
     1 belly
     1 spent
     1 stick
     1 drugged
     1 efficiency
     1 burns
     1 search
     1 saps
     1 trip-hammer
     1 lapping
     1 forget
     1 snow
     1 freak
     1 bulge
     1 stubbornly
     1 custom
     1 sinewy
     1 widened
     1 choked
     1 outward
     1 cordial
     1 type
     1 worked
     1 check
     1 copters
     1 encircle
     1 clean-cut
     1 cruelly
     1 marked
     1 police
     1 sprayed
     1 famous
     1 smelt
     1 spider
     1 reaches
     1 smiling
     1 utterly
     1 pouring
     1 inordinate
     1 instinctive
     1 mossy
     1 line
     1 spoiled
     1 drylander
     1 giant
     1 ceased
     1 families
     1 witchcraft
     1 opinion's
     1 eyeballs
     1 relentless
     1 margin
     1 although
     1 period
     1 tears
     1 lunge
     1 bore
     1 impersonality
     1 swiftly
     1 erectness
     1 systems
     1 iridescent
     1 sticking
     1 thundering
     1 potent
     1 balancing
     1 hours
     1 heartbeats
     1 centers
     1 deeper
     1 laying
     1 hot-headed
     1 painted
     1 slightest
     1 skillfully
     1 steel
     1 tightness
     1 crops
     1 cheekbones
     1 mask
     1 dog
     1 splash
     1 paused
     1 factories
     1 chinaman's
     1 aiming
     1 breathed
     1 phobos
     1 blundered
     1 faintest
     1 crawlers
     1 husky
     1 kicking
     1 pitted
     1 rotten
     1 morning
     1 hunched
     1 drained
     1 excellent
     1 veils
     1 skim
     1 marble
     1 radioed
     1 happening
     1 odd
     1 sodden
     1 aversion
     1 tightened
     1 lifted
     1 phosphorescence
     1 maps
     1 brains
     1 pent
     1 inner
     1 strictly
     1 all-enveloping
     1 eerie
     1 warmed
     1 attract
     1 blow
     1 veil
     1 embarrassed
     1 maybe
     1 animal
     1 guessed
     1 security
     1 sullenly
     1 citizens
     1 understood
     1 urgently
     1 thoughts
     1 brutally
     1 achieved
     1 raising
     1 twisting
     1 please
     1 everybody
     1 floodlighted
     1 deck
     1 mopped
     1 layer
     1 glistening
     1 pals
     1 home
     1 hammering
     1 couple
     1 sense
     1 slave-pens
     1 strain
     1 separated
     1 damage
     1 spine
     1 breeze
     1 motions
     1 clank
     1 several
     1 believing
     1 murmuring
     1 stops
     1 whose
     1 mile
     1 vicious
     1 bound
     1 thrashed
     1 miles
     1 ways
     1 emerged
     1 distrusted
     1 hopeless
     1 feeling
     1 grave
     1 swayed
     1 each
     1 count
     1 flock
     1 attention
     1 mixed
     1 sagged
     1 daintiness
     1 finished
     1 edgy
     1 kid
     1 pods
     1 thieves'
     1 unruly
     1 irregular
     1 rule
     1 lethal
     1 grim
     1 clawed
     1 high-bridged
     1 hey
     1 i'd
     1 smashed
     1 vocabulary
     1 till
     1 resentful
     1 whiter
     1 pitch
     1 ring
     1 satisfaction
     1 sun
     1 weapons
     1 creed
     1 suited
     1 settles
     1 rich
     1 loose
     1 clattered
     1 sector
     1 charred
     1 shuddering
     1 boss
     1 spot
     1 friends
     1 hatchways
     1 truth
     1 scut
     1 eardrums
     1 catching
     1 flinched
     1 lohari
     1 piles
     1 orbits
     1 silk
     1 slapping
     1 wolf
     1 women
     1 beer
     1 controlled
     1 rustling
     1 stale
     1 taking
     1 purred
     1 whiteness
     1 reflected
     1 computers
     1 able
     1 hole
     1 television
     1 admitted
     1 unearthly
     1 grinning
     1 parted
     1 how'd
     1 pools
     1 drooped
     1 outlet
     1 covered
     1 blunder
     1 robbed
     1 gaping
     1 corner
     1 mother
     1 stopping
     1 quiver
     1 limp
     1 laboring
     1 remote
     1 revenue
     1 hijacking
     1 sword
     1 fruit
     1 telekinesis
     1 winced
     1 imprison
     1 shall
     1 tawny
     1 tourist
     1 pacing
     1 realize
     1 glowed
     1 sold
     1 murderous
     1 loop
     1 shaking
     1 adjust
     1 struggling
     1 jerk
     1 instead
     1 crowned
     1 sunk
     1 throb
     1 strides
     1 pictured
     1 torn
     1 tiers
     1 wiry
     1 turns
     1 garb
     1 surrounding
     1 callisto
     1 carcasses
     1 purpose
     1 forefront
     1 scattered
     1 sentences
     1 that'll
     1 iv
     1 pose
     1 landed
     1 shrieked
     1 wherever
     1 relaxed
     1 serpentine
     1 irritably
     1 draw
     1 chase
     1 gradually
     1 thinner
     1 quiet
     1 gladly
     1 scowled
     1 seem
     1 stage
     1 clung
     1 babies
     1 fusing
     1 raise
     1 stifling
     1 completely
     1 requires
     1 flogged
     1 imprisoned
     1 buried
     1 skip
     1 battle-trained
     1 threaded
     1 spaceman's
     1 leaped
     1 years
     1 brown
     1 swore
     1 derelict
     1 touching
     1 hips
     1 drop
     1 stupid
     1 transmitter
     1 railing
     1 pair
     1 minerals
     1 destroy
     1 picture
     1 cockpit
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  519 the
     189 and
     159 of
     135 a
     120 to
     114 in
     111 he
     109 tex
     109 his
     89 was
     81 it
     55 on
     49 had
     49 that
     47 they
     45 with
     42 at
     40 him
     40 breska
     40 out
     39 men
     36 but
     33 for
     32 into
     31 up
     31 i
     30 there
     30 were
     30 from
     29 as
     29 like
     28 her
     27 water
     25 if
     25 down
     24 then
     24 by
     24 you
     24 dry
     23 no
     23 face
     23 kuna
     22 said
     21 us
     21 what
     21 eyes
     20 fort
     20 be
     20 gun
     20 their
     19 through
     19 over
     18 have
     18 one
     18 them
     17 net
     17 smith
     17 could
     17 would
     16 all
     16 get
     16 she
     16 we
     16 this
     16 captain
     15 here
     15 green
     15 came
     14 some
     14 tex's
     13 hair
     13 rust
     12 gone
     12 go
     12 something
     12 an
     12 only
     12 man
     12 parapet
     12 didn't
     11 ran
     11 even
     11 back
     11 heard
     11 off
     11 attack
     11 body
     11 fog
     11 won't
     11 die
     11 just
     11 got
     11 snakes
     11 skin
     10 turned
     10 drink
     10 it's
     10 still
     10 martian
     10 never
     10 so
     10 now
     10 made
     10 are
     10 guns
     10 not
     9 white
     9 where
     9 beetles
     9 hold
     9 when
     9 breska's
     9 saw
     9 who
     9 our
     9 new
     9 venus
     9 swamp
     9 too
     9 suddenly
     9 before
     8 relief
     8 don't
     8 did
     8 walls
     8 how
     8 lay
     8 snake
     8 silver
     8 about
     8 let
     8 beetle-bombs
     8 against
     8 why
     8 air
     8 days
     8 began
     8 caught
     8 hand
     8 which
     8 swamps
     8 been
     7 he'd
     7 scarlet
     7 under
     7 woman
     7 more
     7 left
     7 seen
     7 come
     7 kuna's
     7 cut
     7 should
     7 black
     7 beside
     7 dead
     7 thought
     7 looked
     7 held
     7 these
     7 thing
     7 keep
     7 or
     7 coughing
     7 way
     7 bodies
     7 after
     7 mist
     7 another
     7 is
     7 teeth
     7 might
     7 second
     7 compound
     7 fired
     7 head
     7 thirst
     7 first
     6 can
     6 catwalk
     6 any
     6 stood
     6 throat
     6 rusty
     6 below
     6 upward
     6 long
     6 mount
     6 because
     6 steps
     6 low
     6 fell
     6 enough
     6 matter
     6 many
     6 dark
     6 wasn't
     6 its
     6 look
     6 other
     6 softly
     6 reckon
     6 nothing
     6 laugh
     6 we're
     6 yet
     6 looking
     5 em
     5 already
     5 he's
     5 almost
     5 toward
     5 broken
     5 sharply
     5 vanished
     5 time
     5 until
     5 flesh
     5 life
     5 freckled
     5 oil
     5 my
     5 half
     5 will
     5 blood
     5 food
     5 must
     5 touch
     5 tongue
     5 ground
     5 reached
     5 see
     5 going
     5 me
     5 lips
     5 than
     5 flying
     5 lizard
     5 showed
     5 grinned
     5 things
     5 few
     5 attackers
     5 force
     5 took
     5 netting
     5 ever
     5 clear
     5 take
     5 wings
     4 warriors
     4 behind
     4 fire
     4 watching
     4 running
     4 metal
     4 beautiful
     4 your
     4 pale-green
     4 hung
     4 give
     4 being
     4 column
     4 carried
     4 grunted
     4 nodded
     4 help
     4 land
     4 guts
     4 knew
     4 fight
     4 grating
     4 spoke
     4 mouth
     4 own
     4 hands
     4 stones
     4 silence
     4 grow
     4 find
     4 wrist
     4 stopped
     4 gap
     4 do
     4 small
     4 bullet
     4 garrison
     4 snarled
     4 yelled
     4 stone
     4 abruptly
     4 stuff
     4 want
     4 say
     4 cough
     4 possible
     4 ammunition
     4 went
     4 voice
     4 much
     4 inside
     4 well
     4 headquarters
     4 coming
     4 trying
     4 thin
     4 tub
     4 think
     4 quarters
     4 grimly
     4 heat
     4 trick
     4 crawled
     4 work
     4 lock
     4 three
     4 feeling
     4 sagged
     4 others
     4 sent
     4 between
     4 white-haired
     4 couldn't
     4 heavy
     4 around
     4 swore
     4 room
     4 high
     3 wait
     3 seconds
     3 set
     3 dragged
     3 smith's
     3 knife
     3 right
     3 bare
     3 damn
     3 gate
     3 those
     3 away
     3 end
     3 strength
     3 they're
     3 smoke
     3 sure
     3 burst
     3 fury
     3 whipped
     3 least
     3 notes
     3 hit
     3 flakes
     3 seemed
     3 lone
     3 meant
     3 figure
     3 fierce
     3 pain
     3 round
     3 officer's
     3 wouldn't
     3 stay
     3 eye
     3 automatically
     3 war-dogs
     3 oh
     3 every
     3 attempt
     3 burned
     3 thinking
     3 heart
     3 we've
     3 crawling
     3 i'll
     3 coughed
     3 overhead
     3 tired
     3 put
     3 drew
     3 pulled
     3 watched
     3 led
     3 swamp-men
     3 yes
     3 laughed
     3 called
     3 while
     3 screams
     3 try
     3 leave
     3 along
     3 people
     3 position
     3 drain
     3 flames
     3 valley
     3 boy
     3 god
     3 strands
     3 mars
     3 climb
     3 radio
     3 neck
     3 soon
     3 smiled
     3 beat
     3 natives
     3 horn
     3 shifted
     3 cleared
     3 last
     3 next
     3 grew
     3 washington
     3 mere
     3 gaunt
     3 shot
     3 realized
     3 coiled
     3 dying
     3 skipper
     3 mud
     3 use
     3 belly
     3 greasy
     3 forget
     3 above
     3 choked
     3 guard
     3 watch
     3 outside
     3 knowing
     3 anyway
     3 whispered
     3 open
     3 war
     3 red-haired
     3 stared
     3 hadn't
     3 whose
     3 two
     3 colonists
     3 kid
     3 i'd
     3 till
     3 felt
     3 free
     3 bags
     3 women
     3 tiny
     3 covered
     3 bull
     3 empty
     3 staring
     3 that'll
     3 short
     3 spots
     3 anything
     2 nearest
     2 gray
     2 death
     2 diadem
     2 rusted
     2 rose
     2 surprise
     2 arms
     2 i'm
     2 pearl
     2 colonies
     2 they'll
     2 twisted
     2 thunder
     2 hot
     2 there'd
     2 concerted
     2 late
     2 dimly
     2 gets
     2 four
     2 harsh
     2 rapid-fire
     2 swamp-dwellers
     2 nelson
     2 tricks
     2 taxpayers
     2 gave
     2 move
     2 coil
     2 living
     2 tank
     2 struggled
     2 grown
     2 whole
     2 drawing
     2 lying
     2 bone
     2 rubbed
     2 incredibly
     2 you're
     2 pleasant
     2 rubbery
     2 grease
     2 jungles
     2 sweep
     2 lookout
     2 war-chief
     2 skull
     2 roaring
     2 died
     2 worry
     2 struck
     2 somebody
     2 mind
     2 lower
     2 funny
     2 muttered
     2 lousy
     2 powerful
     2 devils
     2 followed
     2 sank
     2 straight
     2 dryness
     2 fiendish
     2 moisture
     2 oxygen
     2 spigot
     2 falling
     2 has
     2 lizards
     2 week
     2 war-chief's
     2 you'd
     2 thrust
     2 rusting
     2 hunger
     2 sudden
     2 startled
     2 shouted
     2 hauled
     2 clipped
     2 pants
     2 hate
     2 sandy-red
     2 wished
     2 prairie
     2 feet
     2 clean
     2 shuddered
     2 plateaus
     2 licked
     2 starving
     2 aside
     2 bones
     2 starvation
     2 civilized
     2 reluctance
     2 tore
     2 weren't
     2 beaten
     2 swarming
     2 weeks
     2 gasped
     2 waste
     2 same
     2 broke
     2 parts
     2 drum
     2 deserts
     2 lost
     2 alive
     2 fangs
     2 shoulder
     2 wasted
     2 used
     2 sign
     2 brushed
     2 underwear
     2 forehead
     2 trap
     2 briefly
     2 hurled
     2 nearly
     2 lose
     2 either
     2 utter
     2 size
     2 chance
     2 simply
     2 brought
     2 fought
     2 countryman
     2 steadily
     2 swarm
     2 better
     2 swooped
     2 drifted
     2 shut
     2 eating
     2 huge
     2 grey
     2 rolled
     2 deadly
     2 silent
     2 man's
     2 shaken
     2 later
     2 kept
     2 split
     2 missiles
     2 crouched
     2 great
     2 supplies
     2 narrow
     2 breathing
     2 scream
     2 venom
     2 varmints
     2 needed
     2 start
     2 cutting
     2 white-faced
     2 wall
     2 john
     2 ladder
     2 collapsed
     2 leathery
     2 themselves
     2 shouting
     2 what's
     2 okay
     2 mad
     2 yeah
     2 none
     2 strange
     2 isn't
     2 world
     2 hard
     2 brows
     2 caused
     2 impassable
     2 futilely
     2 frontier
     2 nine
     2 closed
     2 clothing
     2 dried
     2 texas
     2 mean
     2 returned
     2 cracked
     2 outward
     2 naked
     2 told
     2 fighting
     2 yourself
     2 cup
     2 young
     2 mellow
     2 red
     2 iridescent
     2 incinerator
     2 thundering
     2 volunteered
     2 mask
     2 wiping
     2 pick
     2 drained
     2 somewhere
     2 moment
     2 battery
     2 legion
     2 rank
     2 surface
     2 animalcules
     2 maybe
     2 touched
     2 east
     2 english
     2 tanks
     2 pistol
     2 opened
     2 fit
     2 martian's
     2 rest
     2 shivered
     2 started
     2 each
     2 swooping
     2 full
     2 hordes
     2 very
     2 groaned
     2 deep
     2 due
     2 sun
     2 weapons
     2 orders
     2 repairs
     2 shower
     2 powder-smoke
     2 savage
     2 though
     2 day
     2 whorls
     2 faces
     2 pocket
     2 bullets
     2 apparently
     2 stream
     2 knees
     2 longer
     2 further
     2 sunken
     2 found
     2 ask
     2 across
     2 books
     2 officer
     2 relaxed
     2 draw
     2 common
     2 tried
     2 task
     2 tell
     2 prairee
     2 name
     2 door
     2 burn
     2 drop
     2 frowned
     1 taken
     1 london
     1 paws
     1 counted
     1 nature's
     1 collar-facings
     1 stifled
     1 splitting
     1 squatted
     1 hear
     1 hairs
     1 breath
     1 swamplands
     1 lugs
     1 supply
     1 final
     1 h'm
     1 heavily
     1 square
     1 gleam
     1 triumph
     1 tap
     1 gun-barrel
     1 impelled
     1 pile
     1 whistling
     1 cautioned
     1 delay
     1 stiffly
     1 horns
     1 job
     1 wonder
     1 evoked
     1 that's
     1 sight
     1 protected
     1 flashing
     1 attach
     1 regular
     1 wet
     1 jugular
     1 tumbled
     1 restlessly
     1 brilliant
     1 plain
     1 rouse
     1 overdue
     1 we'll
     1 foot
     1 plan
     1 infested
     1 stubble
     1 half-seen
     1 piling
     1 sweat-box
     1 tail
     1 emptied
     1 staggered
     1 meat
     1 alice
     1 squad
     1 drainage
     1 risen
     1 mastering
     1 whimperer
     1 coils
     1 tribes
     1 jobs
     1 unbelief
     1 clawing
     1 shoot
     1 never-ending
     1 atmosphere
     1 lord
     1 stolen
     1 thrown
     1 dormitory
     1 stooped
     1 stepchildren
     1 brawny
     1 torture
     1 faster
     1 manned
     1 splashed
     1 tunic
     1 she'll
     1 picked
     1 pit
     1 writhing
     1 wandered
     1 months
     1 thirty-one
     1 law
     1 lacked
     1 chips
     1 determined
     1 jaws
     1 enormous
     1 clumped
     1 rained
     1 rains
     1 miss
     1 lurching
     1 sullen
     1 without
     1 strips
     1 strike
     1 thumped
     1 follow
     1 sticky
     1 ammo
     1 fed
     1 concealed
     1 kid's
     1 lightly-built
     1 circling
     1 wondering
     1 growing
     1 victims
     1 kind
     1 jolted
     1 send
     1 banged
     1 stubborn
     1 wide
     1 finger
     1 flood
     1 thundered
     1 voices
     1 aces
     1 crept
     1 money
     1 forward
     1 melee
     1 swirled
     1 envied
     1 method
     1 ultra-microscopic
     1 chattered
     1 snow-white
     1 snarl
     1 wheeled
     1 silently
     1 settle
     1 hosts
     1 hydrogen
     1 stayed
     1 swollen
     1 perilously
     1 remainder
     1 armed
     1 slimy
     1 seven
     1 good
     1 roll
     1 defense
     1 george
     1 rider
     1 tall
     1 vanishes
     1 deserted
     1 hard-held
     1 make
     1 leather
     1 slashed
     1 big
     1 passing
     1 leaving
     1 chewed
     1 defenses
     1 somehow
     1 glass
     1 kitchen
     1 failing
     1 carefully
     1 bury
     1 rationed
     1 skipper'll
     1 pounding
     1 disappeared
     1 unlimbered
     1 older
     1 break
     1 scraps
     1 worried
     1 uneasily
     1 evenly
     1 swarmed
     1 target
     1 stir
     1 conserve
     1 wanted
     1 worse
     1 stammered
     1 hasn't
     1 patina
     1 sharp
     1 whip
     1 dragging
     1 scales
     1 cafard
     1 form
     1 military
     1 liberating
     1 chief
     1 vanish
     1 may
     1 different
     1 relieved
     1 knifed
     1 tactics
     1 flat-nosed
     1 crying
     1 holds
     1 besieged
     1 knock
     1 remember
     1 having
     1 suicide
     1 stagnant
     1 hundredfold
     1 animals
     1 sound
     1 also
     1 mess
     1 spores
     1 jam
     1 reinforcements
     1 venusian
     1 french
     1 terrain
     1 pall
     1 swift
     1 comfortable
     1 waves
     1 prairie-e-e
     1 you'll
     1 hills
     1 tossed
     1 cry
     1 coated
     1 slopped
     1 breaks
     1 string
     1 comin'
     1 rustled
     1 thinning
     1 apart
     1 curse
     1 boiled
     1 slash
     1 anguish
     1 warrior
     1 feint
     1 strangled
     1 malign
     1 minutes
     1 hard-faced
     1 distant
     1 drops
     1 toys
     1 grabbed
     1 fastened
     1 ice
     1 chin
     1 searching
     1 pleasanter
     1 wrinkles
     1 nearby
     1 perhaps
     1 backs
     1 place
     1 cope
     1 intensified
     1 shrugged
     1 figures
     1 skeleton
     1 thank
     1 parchment
     1 trigger
     1 beauty
     1 definite
     1 nervousness
     1 situation
     1 keeping
     1 flanked
     1 certain
     1 barrel
     1 blowing
     1 bar
     1 heads
     1 taught
     1 word
     1 miles-thick
     1 craning
     1 stare
     1 city
     1 quarts
     1 water-eating
     1 wrinkled
     1 depopulated
     1 exertion
     1 wonderful
     1 slipped
     1 physical
     1 threw
     1 shouldered
     1 power
     1 glimpsed
     1 wondered
     1 seemingly
     1 grip
     1 let's
     1 itself
     1 frowning
     1 subconsciously
     1 wood
     1 bread
     1 adventure
     1 leavin'
     1 stirred
     1 warned
     1 pastoral
     1 he'll
     1 annihilated
     1 comes
     1 sallies
     1 captain's
     1 pounded
     1 weak
     1 showing
     1 unhurried
     1 scaly
     1 discussing
     1 soiled
     1 tress
     1 raid
     1 hunting-horn
     1 whatyoucallits
     1 recklessly
     1 streamers
     1 fist
     1 cattle
     1 barring
     1 squinting
     1 sky
     1 beginning
     1 slow
     1 ignore
     1 cynical
     1 arm
     1 horned
     1 sulphurously
     1 horizons
     1 slip
     1 crude
     1 together
     1 formed
     1 cold
     1 normal
     1 breast-plates
     1 hatching
     1 remnants
     1 slim
     1 hulk
     1 salute
     1 decent
     1 bellyache
     1 ease
     1 belt
     1 literally
     1 creature
     1 built
     1 gathered
     1 morasses
     1 cursing
     1 yell
     1 respite
     1 schemes
     1 sag
     1 hideous
     1 mechanism
     1 panther
     1 america
     1 rattlers
     1 listlessly
     1 heaven
     1 hearts
     1 butted
     1 fall
     1 wheeling
     1 shrill
     1 surged
     1 stunting
     1 dog's
     1 pale-skinned
     1 close
     1 drawn
     1 unmusical
     1 block
     1 however
     1 remnant
     1 violin
     1 hurling
     1 minimum
     1 oil-filmed
     1 crushed
     1 drowned
     1 scowling
     1 muscles
     1 defenders
     1 thousand
     1 nights
     1 pearly
     1 wind
     1 warning
     1 seeped
     1 rain
     1 quite
     1 inch
     1 tight
     1 became
     1 mounts
     1 swamp-rhino
     1 sweat
     1 numbers
     1 boy's
     1 wilderness
     1 stillness
     1 bear
     1 companions
     1 worlds
     1 stampede
     1 fever-yellowed
     1 quality
     1 vacation
     1 leafing
     1 flowed
     1 scar-faced
     1 gratings
     1 starry
     1 knot
     1 outsmarted
     1 explanation
     1 droplets
     1 doubled
     1 chattering
     1 parallel
     1 wonderland
     1 fools
     1 kill
     1 net'll
     1 vile
     1 outnumber
     1 tugging
     1 children
     1 oddly
     1 ranking
     1 suppose
     1 hysteria
     1 queer
     1 needle
     1 washing
     1 rustier
     1 faded
     1 bent
     1 sunless
     1 fourth
     1 triggers
     1 himself
     1 point-blank
     1 spikes
     1 wonderingly
     1 within
     1 tearing
     1 she's
     1 weird
     1 clad
     1 pale
     1 spite
     1 spring
     1 idea
     1 uneasiness
     1 decrease
     1 famines
     1 slaughter
     1 tilting
     1 beneath
     1 skeletons
     1 leaf
     1 snake-skin
     1 desire
     1 noble
     1 moving
     1 host
     1 weaken
     1 colony
     1 base
     1 messages
     1 causes
     1 hardened
     1 comprehensive
     1 names
     1 crowded
     1 cried
     1 point
     1 corpses
     1 strategic
     1 verge
     1 pull
     1 wind-burned
     1 limits
     1 pipes
     1 sped
     1 redder
     1 rebel
     1 riders
     1 outland
     1 c
     1 dozen
     1 venusians
     1 dazed
     1 dead-white
     1 gruffly
     1 foot-hold
     1 vain
     1 surrounded
     1 cursed
     1 enemy
     1 joined
     1 hatred
     1 flyer
     1 comrades
     1 impracticable
     1 can't
     1 uncivilized
     1 closer
     1 kelland's
     1 savages
     1 gun-barrels
     1 warclubs
     1 tunnel
     1 balance
     1 lines
     1 seventy
     1 carry
     1 scout
     1 delirious
     1 attacked
     1 whistle
     1 explosive
     1 stomach
     1 jerked
     1 genius
     1 stinking
     1 phenomena
     1 listen
     1 blackness
     1 shake
     1 reduced
     1 pupils
     1 disabled
     1 blisters
     1 reddish
     1 dropped
     1 calm
     1 strained
     1 accurately
     1 sluggish
     1 bay
     1 wild
     1 miracle
     1 fluid
     1 virgin
     1 injected
     1 reptilian
     1 slung
     1 trouble
     1 really
     1 ear
     1 steel-hard
     1 fortnight
     1 ceremony
     1 finish
     1 saurian
     1 serious
     1 curiously
     1 daze
     1 man-power
     1 flash
     1 relieve
     1 holding
     1 hissed
     1 happy
     1 rust-flakes
     1 streak
     1 expression
     1 narrowed
     1 blasted
     1 alamo
     1 bring
     1 cities
     1 sleep
     1 victim's
     1 uneasy
     1 sobbing
     1 doing
     1 puffs
     1 dense
     1 spasms
     1 assailed
     1 edges
     1 preserving
     1 bottom
     1 expand
     1 batteries
     1 bows
     1 cute
     1 parched
     1 save
     1 gripping
     1 tyrannosaurus
     1 hope
     1 bond
     1 mingled
     1 dawn
     1 hurts
     1 hungry
     1 absorb
     1 simple
     1 season
     1 armies
     1 din
     1 wailing
     1 murmured
     1 wrong
     1 sitting
     1 ceaseless
     1 mutter
     1 ancestor
     1 remaining
     1 two-thirds
     1 quick
     1 barest
     1 prehensile
     1 prisoned
     1 they'd
     1 alone
     1 little
     1 awed
     1 hertford's
     1 beyond
     1 stiff
     1 whirled
     1 turn
     1 agony
     1 furtively
     1 ain't
     1 snake's
     1 goes
     1 gunbursts
     1 reach
     1 softer
     1 effort
     1 blockhouse
     1 mop
     1 following
     1 beggars
     1 northeast
     1 unease
     1 hopefully
     1 stumbled
     1 chest
     1 difference
     1 sheep
     1 magnetic
     1 hissing
     1 someone
     1 attacks
     1 disdaining
     1 flung
     1 vital
     1 undershirt
     1 trembled
     1 beetle-bomb
     1 changed
     1 voracious
     1 irony
     1 sheath
     1 ten
     1 soldiers
     1 crumpled
     1 postern
     1 sweet
     1 groups
     1 song
     1 blob
     1 most
     1 desert
     1 westerner
     1 nested
     1 storm
     1 delivered
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     1 sinuous
     1 term
     1 beached
     1 tries
     1 sucked
     1 stir
     1 powerful
     1 breaker
     1 broken
     1 choice
     1 warmth
     1 eyebrows
     1 scales
     1 halls
     1 approaching
     1 plunged
     1 form
     1 incredulous
     1 omaz
     1 vanish
     1 glances
     1 no-man's-land
     1 mockery
     1 wires
     1 brooded
     1 rocked
     1 vault
     1 fleet
     1 lazily
     1 having
     1 question
     1 stagnant
     1 lied
     1 quest
     1 tenuous
     1 stinging
     1 blue-white
     1 clattering
     1 stronger
     1 castles
     1 conceive
     1 join
     1 arrow-shot
     1 gentle
     1 played
     1 forth
     1 glared
     1 grounded
     1 collision
     1 round
     1 handmaiden
     1 tremble
     1 twice
     1 thrower
     1 midnight
     1 battleground
     1 element
     1 rowers
     1 bottle
     1 uttered
     1 alert
     1 boom
     1 careless
     1 desperate
     1 continue
     1 lined
     1 wrestled
     1 shallow
     1 kingly
     1 curtain
     1 alien
     1 diamonds
     1 distant
     1 sympathy
     1 rusty
     1 streaked
     1 you'd
     1 rare
     1 typical
     1 crumbled
     1 slapped
     1 frenzy
     1 hewn
     1 hunger
     1 valor
     1 scars
     1 wreathing
     1 range
     1 neared
     1 blindly
     1 backs
     1 kiss
     1 pariah
     1 terribly
     1 gliding
     1 learned
     1 flapping
     1 breast
     1 grasp
     1 upright
     1 slackened
     1 manning
     1 perfection
     1 straits
     1 implicit
     1 certain
     1 morose
     1 asking
     1 occurs
     1 banners
     1 jeeringly
     1 colored
     1 genuinely
     1 interest
     1 incoherent
     1 sweeping
     1 swords
     1 empire
     1 stare
     1 punish
     1 kingdom
     1 slain
     1 glistened
     1 heaved
     1 swear
     1 senseless
     1 imperceptibly
     1 half-hypnotized
     1 periods
     1 hateful
     1 snarling
     1 mine
     1 ants
     1 5
     1 flowers
     1 peacock
     1 hate
     1 altered
     1 cove
     1 gut
     1 drink
     1 runaway
     1 claws
     1 jewel
     1 symbols
     1 he'll
     1 tarry
     1 divinity
     1 shoved
     1 post
     1 easily
     1 comes
     1 ears
     1 contempt
     1 rig
     1 mind's
     1 staggering
     1 mooring
     1 showing
     1 mysteries
     1 scaly
     1 matched
     1 cleaner
     1 bubbling
     1 scrap
     1 somber
     1 drive
     1 constantly
     1 effects
     1 toil
     1 opaline
     1 exultant
     1 singers
     1 fist
     1 assurance
     1 floundered
     1 shuddered
     1 study
     1 faintly
     1 futile
     1 errands
     1 ages
     1 bucket
     1 stoop
     1 brightening
     1 grieving
     1 chart
     1 thronged
     1 sparkling
     1 formed
     1 fronds
     1 chill
     1 daring
     1 pearl-gray
     1 grin
     1 foolish
     1 happened
     1 shame
     1 blinding
     1 resentment
     1 wandering
     1 urgency
     1 dwelt
     1 defeat
     1 smothered
     1 emerald-skinned
     1 movement
     1 bulk
     1 tilt
     1 starvation
     1 elements
     1 perfume
     1 radioactive'
     1 pleased
     1 empires
     1 calms
     1 cinnabar
     1 fitted
     1 glittering
     1 channels
     1 beings
     1 slowed
     1 bribe
     1 hearts
     1 fall
     1 intricate
     1 stories
     1 madder
     1 unto
     1 awe
     1 engulfed
     1 sidelong
     1 thanks
     1 bold-mouthed
     1 promise
     1 warrior's
     1 shredded
     1 seize
     1 pieces
     1 darker
     1 grow
     1 hurling
     1 outer
     1 brief
     1 drowned
     1 pricking
     1 decision
     1 year
     1 we've
     1 unmoved
     1 thousand
     1 raging
     1 direction
     1 warning
     1 seeped
     1 future
     1 steer
     1 deserve
     1 tore
     1 galaxy
     1 spices
     1 nice
     1 exactly
     1 sluggishly
     1 wilderness
     1 highlight
     1 swarming
     1 weeks
     1 gasped
     1 amusing
     1 moreover
     1 flanks
     1 intensity
     1 flowed
     1 chests
     1 summer
     1 sob
     1 worms
     1 hold
     1 nations
     1 dies
     1 earth's
     1 eager-eyed
     1 prayed
     1 disappointment
     1 labor
     1 knot
     1 intently
     1 larger
     1 7
     1 crawl
     1 glints
     1 smelled
     1 weather's
     1 solve
     1 link
     1 weeds
     1 wide-shouldered
     1 slid
     1 attack
     1 walks
     1 acute
     1 secret
     1 surf
     1 breathe
     1 squat
     1 restless
     1 there'll
     1 oddly
     1 slay
     1 unshakeable
     1 single
     1 motioned
     1 wolfish
     1 fourth
     1 crunch
     1 lanes
     1 startling
     1 lakes
     1 angularity
     1 endured
     1 warn
     1 alive
     1 completed
     1 cared
     1 cosmic
     1 bleak
     1 track
     1 wear
     1 intoxication
     1 walking
     1 keel
     1 axe
     1 youth
     1 garden
     1 smaller
     1 wasted
     1 spring
     1 voiced
     1 cheat
     1 idea
     1 honor
     1 broad
     1 relays
     1 uncompleted
     1 story
     1 swinging
     1 mated
     1 inwardly
     1 toneless
     1 beneath
     1 mirrors
     1 leaf
     1 goodbye
     1 afterward
     1 wallowed
     1 quivered
     1 child's
     1 aren't
     1 longingly
     1 abrupt
     1 brewed
     1 looming
     1 travels
     1 hushed
     1 tremor
     1 crowded
     1 fouled
     1 wail
     1 obeyed
     1 hopelessness
     1 hurled
     1 locked
     1 sped
     1 bubbled
     1 moonstones
     1 mud-and-wattle
     1 meshes
     1 cradles
     1 dingy
     1 screams
     1 bands
     1 milky
     1 courage
     1 snap
     1 stepping
     1 apparition
     1 drove
     1 weather
     1 either
     1 sailors
     1 wept
     1 drown
     1 jutting
     1 tells
     1 sleeps
     1 ultimate
     1 tiller
     1 thrummed
     1 narghile-like
     1 riddle
     1 flowing
     1 slopes
     1 reckless
     1 ridged
     1 harpists
     1 scaled
     1 treasure
     1 balked
     1 certainty
     1 blackness
     1 flush
     1 lap
     1 dainty
     1 severe
     1 sentient
     1 deaf
     1 lantern
     1 clearer
     1 yelled
     1 shown
     1 trust
     1 seeing
     1 fluid
     1 arc
     1 bolts
     1 everyone
     1 rustle
     1 beautiless
     1 steering
     1 people
     1 divine
     1 treated
     1 depths
     1 slatted
     1 witch-fire
     1 growl
     1 tattoo
     1 win
     1 sufficient
     1 return
     1 precious
     1 yours
     1 feeding
     1 breeding
     1 saying
     1 grounds
     1 drugs
     1 devices
     1 building
     1 relieve
     1 hissed
     1 pulse
     1 spat
     1 bearing
     1 burden
     1 torch
     1 unrolling
     1 secrets
     1 outline
     1 fragment
     1 considering
     1 devour
     1 millrace
     1 scarecrow
     1 rushing
     1 lest
     1 pass
     1 eating
     1 sobbing
     1 creation
     1 shepherd
     1 half-formed
     1 existence
     1 deliberately
     1 universe
     1 longbows
     1 dense
     1 spray
     1 organism
     1 twitch
     1 moonless
     1 wolves
     1 shaved
     1 usual
     1 snug
     1 furled
     1 exist
     1 2
     1 stretching
     1 marriage
     1 mingled
     1 sinking
     1 crystal
     1 slat
     1 faithfulness
     1 lane
     1 perched
     1 northward
     1 season
     1 wretchedness
     1 tangled
     1 fat
     1 swimming
     1 sarn
     1 resplendent
     1 joyed
     1 freed
     1 supporting
     1 snapping
     1 cushions
     1 tainted
     1 jag
     1 pulsed
     1 mutter
     1 mocking
     1 succumbed
     1 dreaming
     1 quick
     1 covertly
     1 riding
     1 revulsion
     1 nahali
     1 begun
     1 grasped
     1 sins
     1 shivering
     1 silenced
     1 quartering
     1 iron
     1 feasted
     1 scented
     1 angels
     1 contrast
     1 dice
     1 grandeur
     1 goes
     1 sails
     1 forgotten
     1 wrack
     1 particular
     1 cauldron
     1 traditional
     1 effort
     1 tide
     1 neat
     1 ignored
     1 skippers
     1 gleamed
     1 strongest
     1 wavered
     1 chest
     1 goad
     1 difference
     1 outraged
     1 putting
     1 herself
     1 onto
     1 composed
     1 lids
     1 start
     1 calls
     1 timbers
     1 wrench
     1 daughter
     1 mirth
     1 punishment
     1 suck
     1 floors
     1 tender
     1 disturbed
     1 sought
     1 mutation
     1 eagle
     1 blotted
     1 cleft
     1 most
     1 waist
     1 nested
     1 timeless
     1 wakes
     1 slender
     1 shapes
     1 captain
     1 flight
     1 shifted
     1 brutes
     1 water-wheel
     1 folklore
     1 hooked
     1 means
     1 crush
     1 disturb
     1 bitterly
     1 lateen
     1 judge
     1 fever-mad
     1 master
     1 fishing
     1 hysterical
     1 probably
     1 atom
     1 secured
     1 conception
     1 awoke
     1 tremendous
     1 crookedly
     1 decided
     1 received
     1 crashing
     1 next
     1 blended
     1 ranges
     1 spreading
     1 company
     1 cheeks
     1 hanging
     1 wealed
     1 ragged
     1 eat
     1 robes
     1 throngs
     1 barren
     1 halfway
     1 leggy
     1 unendurable
     1 towered
     1 forced
     1 missing
     1 begin
     1 ability
     1 likely
     1 splinters
     1 peculiar
     1 aft
     1 unholy
     1 ritual
     1 brave
     1 gateway
     1 blotched
     1 sigh
     1 shone
     1 supernal
     1 reward
     1 emitted
     1 waver
     1 tendrils
     1 runs
     1 contradictory
     1 sit
     1 besides
     1 thrill
     1 ruled
     1 beasts
     1 namesake
     1 carries
     1 wildly
     1 exchanged
     1 doused
     1 plodding
     1 roused
     1 carved
     1 flecks
     1 tails
     1 none
     1 weed-beds
     1 pool
     1 fascination
     1 spasmodic
     1 fade
     1 brighter
     1 streaming
     1 early
     1 skirt
     1 trade
     1 whimper
     1 rough
     1 shallows
     1 trimmed
     1 crews
     1 hint
     1 ribs
     1 molding
     1 flights
     1 brilliance
     1 automatic
     1 touches
     1 bony
     1 lapped
     1 diamond
     1 wrists
     1 curling
     1 glare
     1 flickering
     1 crimson
     1 summoned
     1 resist
     1 serpent
     1 captains
     1 best
     1 aloud
     1 afterdeck
     1 rot
     1 retreated
     1 spike
     1 tension
     1 throbbed
     1 streaking
     1 rise
     1 caused
     1 lizard
     1 bowstring
     1 lake
     1 giants
     1 piled
     1 thrones
     1 rows
     1 guess
     1 yard
     1 quarrel
     1 fun
     1 soulless
     1 handsome
     1 cracking
     1 jealously
     1 angry
     1 spawning
     1 reaction
     1 reason
     1 hurl
     1 bone-barbed
     1 skipper
     1 alter
     1 agonized
     1 revelry
     1 muffled
     1 clarity
     1 shooting
     1 reptiles
     1 queen
     1 mid-afternoon
     1 powers
     1 star
     1 oldest
     1 mean
     1 belly
     1 hoarse
     1 duller
     1 curiosity
     1 search
     1 guarded
     1 gives
     1 snow
     1 particles
     1 4
     1 noise
     1 stubbornly
     1 beats
     1 undyed
     1 rags
     1 smoky
     1 studied
     1 incredible
     1 cracked
     1 shadow-armies
     1 churned
     1 bit
     1 progressing
     1 outward
     1 birds
     1 villages
     1 mast
     1 fragrance
     1 astern
     1 type
     1 beak
     1 ended
     1 guard
     1 afternoon
     1 beard
     1 front
     1 marked
     1 scuppers
     1 plane
     1 yourselves
     1 tack
     1 forcing
     1 fighting
     1 inland
     1 reaches
     1 waking
     1 utterly
     1 thighs
     1 yourself
     1 farewell
     1 hell
     1 thul
     1 shout
     1 cowered
     1 ankles
     1 pointing
     1 unkempt
     1 anchorage
     1 giant
     1 swells
     1 does
     1 skins
     1 outside
     1 families
     1 beaked
     1 knowing
     1 difficult
     1 womanly
     1 lighted
     1 although
     1 set-up
     1 bore
     1 coolly
     1 humanity
     1 nimbus
     1 uplands
     1 thundering
     1 unless
     1 content
     1 mostly
     1 sifting
     1 comet's
     1 wavering
     1 anyway
     1 deeper
     1 shroud
     1 moves
     1 depth
     1 unchanging
     1 painted
     1 faint
     1 sagging
     1 cramped
     1 wreck
     1 relative
     1 pressed
     1 oblivion
     1 pack
     1 cruelty
     1 lightening
     1 all-powerful
     1 panting
     1 kicking
     1 mirthless
     1 rotten
     1 mail
     1 saved
     1 angrily
     1 veils
     1 asteroid
     1 arch
     1 refuge
     1 happening
     1 system
     1 closing
     1 unhealthy
     1 tightened
     1 greet
     1 grimly
     1 endlessly
     1 dull
     1 case
     1 footed
     1 deaths
     1 fires
     1 sailed
     1 hesitantly
     1 belts
     1 crack
     1 strode
     1 worships
     1 rhythm
     1 lighter
     1 vitality
     1 maybe
     1 untouched
     1 fiery
     1 east
     1 games
     1 cheap
     1 beads
     1 crawled
     1 pole
     1 creator
     1 understood
     1 thick
     1 thoughts
     1 faithful
     1 letting
     1 everybody
     1 triangle
     1 weakling
     1 unattainable
     1 home
     1 demon
     1 reek
     1 separated
     1 apex
     1 waken
     1 clenched
     1 spine
     1 breeze
     1 snapped
     1 pathetically
     1 awake
     1 several
     1 texture
     1 possessive
     1 swing
     1 sliding
     1 shivered
     1 scant
     1 whose
     1 guards
     1 legs
     1 challenging
     1 half-world
     1 virile
     1 second
     1 thrashed
     1 strangest
     1 scarred
     1 tipped
     1 miles
     1 images
     1 ways
     1 collapsing
     1 hopeless
     1 6
     1 trampled
     1 swooping
     1 strengthened
     1 excited
     1 searched
     1 overcame
     1 hardly
     1 pinprick
     1 lick
     1 ramblings
     1 caressed
     1 worst
     1 piercing
     1 conscious
     1 hovered
     1 covering
     1 generously
     1 swelled
     1 avoid
     1 dry
     1 taffrail
     1 i'd
     1 groaned
     1 handle
     1 alike
     1 darkening
     1 fantastic
     1 suit
     1 sailor's
     1 horizon
     1 hungrily
     1 often
     1 worship
     1 push
     1 changes
     1 believed
     1 sarcasm
     1 sensuous
     1 landlocked
     1 eternity
     1 spot
     1 funneling
     1 recoiled
     1 protest
     1 dwindled
     1 feed
     1 dejection
     1 decoration
     1 stripped
     1 catching
     1 madman
     1 reshuffled
     1 urge
     1 permeated
     1 women
     1 poop
     1 pattern
     1 soothing
     1 patiently
     1 bathe
     1 falcon's
     1 using
     1 tighten
     1 pin
     1 cords
     1 knocking
     1 darted
     1 ship's
     1 appeared
     1 amplify
     1 unearthly
     1 wavelets
     1 suffered
     1 black-clad
     1 apparently
     1 dressed
     1 stream
     1 echoed
     1 painting
     1 replenished
     1 tribal
     1 someday
     1 resistant
     1 sideways
     1 robbed
     1 unbroken
     1 heart's
     1 struggle
     1 vegetation
     1 complicated
     1 slightly
     1 thief
     1 other's
     1 spears
     1 swallowed
     1 hardness
     1 coast
     1 remote
     1 challenge
     1 efforts
     1 useless
     1 keels
     1 finds
     1 ought
     1 riven
     1 realize
     1 beaded
     1 sold
     1 sunken
     1 rag
     1 heaven's
     1 murderous
     1 gained
     1 weakly
     1 currents
     1 twig
     1 enwrapped
     1 lungs
     1 mindless
     1 instead
     1 shouldn't
     1 drank
     1 crowned
     1 bigger
     1 pure
     1 asks
     1 unmoving
     1 loading
     1 wiry
     1 wreathe
     1 lhiva
     1 scattered
     1 sandals
     1 subdue
     1 headed
     1 wherever
     1 legged
     1 common
     1 stronghold
     1 heavier
     1 reign
     1 sang
     1 astonishment
     1 nineteen
     1 five
     1 headlands
     1 ramp
     1 seem
     1 core
     1 insanity
     1 smallest
     1 fanatic
     1 drab
     1 eats
     1 peacock's
     1 stifling
     1 raise
     1 helped
     1 tread
     1 completely
     1 titans
     1 electrical
     1 starboard
     1 levelly
     1 reddened
     1 learn
     1 buried
     1 visitors
     1 ride
     1 hide-frame
     1 immune
     1 kisses
     1 metals
     1 derelict
     1 cranky
     1 drop
     1 sulky
     1 spasm
     1 lee
     1 slithered
     1 logs
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  358 the
     168 and
     121 a
     120 he
     110 his
     109 to
     91 in
     90 of
     87 was
     77 you
     75 macian
     62 i
     61 it
     54 on
     54 that
     49 lehn
     47 him
     46 thekla
     44 had
     40 with
     40 at
     32 for
     31 out
     30 from
     30 but
     29 back
     28 me
     28 nahali
     28 they
     27 them
     26 as
     26 face
     26 were
     25 like
     24 then
     24 what
     24 eyes
     22 have
     21 an
     21 said
     20 if
     19 there
     19 be
     18 lehn's
     18 macian's
     17 swamp
     16 away
     16 men
     16 down
     15 over
     14 up
     14 bhak
     14 fort
     14 through
     14 one
     13 i'm
     13 under
     13 die
     12 all
     12 thekla's
     12 do
     12 know
     12 gun
     12 so
     12 is
     11 can
     11 go
     11 hands
     11 when
     11 could
     11 get
     11 why
     11 their
     11 been
     10 white
     10 no
     10 something
     10 off
     10 my
     10 i'll
     10 would
     10 into
     10 not
     9 any
     9 only
     9 rain
     9 going
     9 won't
     9 than
     9 after
     9 went
     9 this
     9 now
     9 young
     9 laugh
     9 legion
     9 two
     9 before
     8 even
     8 metal
     8 don't
     8 money
     8 left
     8 toward
     8 hut
     8 time
     8 own
     8 water
     8 swamp-rats
     8 martian
     8 ground
     8 enough
     8 by
     8 want
     8 little
     8 great
     8 came
     8 air
     8 mud
     8 blue
     8 took
     8 officer
     7 that's
     7 right
     7 your
     7 stood
     7 feet
     7 kill
     7 see
     7 can't
     7 who
     7 silent
     7 dark
     7 stop
     7 against
     7 well
     7 made
     7 suddenly
     7 pointed
     7 fool
     7 hand
     7 looking
     7 head
     6 smoke
     6 you're
     6 more
     6 until
     6 sudden
     6 black
     6 rubber
     6 long
     6 here
     6 because
     6 laughed
     6 fell
     6 saw
     6 abruptly
     6 way
     6 just
     6 bhak's
     6 titan
     6 got
     6 teeth
     6 whispered
     6 run
     6 between
     6 which
     5 hair
     5 damned
     5 without
     5 fever
     5 almost
     5 man
     5 turned
     5 perhaps
     5 girl
     5 low-canal
     5 scaly
     5 slow
     5 let
     5 will
     5 thought
     5 looked
     5 body
     5 didn't
     5 himself
     5 low
     5 or
     5 mars
     5 bodies
     5 moat
     5 again
     5 venus
     5 another
     5 think
     5 fingers
     5 might
     5 ian
     5 women
     5 always
     5 heavy
     5 first
     4 wait
     4 fair
     4 gone
     4 hear
     4 set
     4 they'll
     4 wet
     4 behind
     4 rains
     4 liha-tree
     4 did
     4 village
     4 hydrogen
     4 good
     4 heard
     4 traitor
     4 helmet
     4 how
     4 venusian
     4 nodded
     4 knew
     4 wondered
     4 coverall
     4 every
     4 about
     4 belt
     4 burned
     4 heart
     4 still
     4 you've
     4 attack
     4 shoulder
     4 earthworks
     4 try
     4 snarled
     4 chance
     4 jerked
     4 patrol
     4 better
     4 never
     4 beyond
     4 smiled
     4 beat
     4 soot
     4 means
     4 scot
     4 other
     4 gaze
     4 hard
     4 slowly
     4 far
     4 too
     4 shot
     4 pink
     4 mustache
     4 brain
     4 caught
     4 love
     4 three
     4 very
     4 i'd
     4 bright
     4 free
     4 though
     4 since
     4 grinning
     4 empty
     4 couldn't
     4 across
     4 around
     4 liha-trees
     3 paws
     3 death
     3 met
     3 both
     3 nervous
     3 gave
     3 convulsively
     3 harder
     3 boots
     3 carbon
     3 where
     3 soggy
     3 big
     3 mind
     3 seemed
     3 bolt
     3 give
     3 being
     3 remember
     3 dripping
     3 grunted
     3 shrugged
     3 upright
     3 waiting
     3 spoke
     3 beside
     3 proper
     3 cold
     3 legionnaires
     3 leaves
     3 find
     3 broke
     3 lost
     3 pipes
     3 while
     3 along
     3 electro-gun
     3 keep
     3 green
     3 shock
     3 rather
     3 grey
     3 wrong
     3 electricity
     3 alone
     3 our
     3 gleamed
     3 anyone
     3 look
     3 hundreds
     3 shoulders
     3 i've
     3 linked
     3 gaunt
     3 closed
     3 thin
     3 told
     3 nothing
     3 rage
     3 uplands
     3 open
     3 pity
     3 somewhere
     3 soldier
     3 moment
     3 tightened
     3 belts
     3 are
     3 whose
     3 work
     3 each
     3 hidden
     3 skin
     3 groaned
     3 guns
     3 felt
     3 hour
     3 ready
     3 sold
     3 struggling
     3 clear
     3 take
     3 conductor
     3 door
     3 barracks
     3 live
     2 taken
     2 stifled
     2 conditions
     2 powder
     2 swamplands
     2 rose
     2 pile
     2 partly
     2 job
     2 sight
     2 dragged
     2 venusian's
     2 he'd
     2 higher
     2 scarlet
     2 we'll
     2 four
     2 fire
     2 listened
     2 he's
     2 watching
     2 shelter
     2 damn
     2 flame
     2 faster
     2 those
     2 law
     2 trail
     2 understand
     2 past
     2 mouths
     2 end
     2 sullen
     2 strength
     2 they're
     2 discharge
     2 kind
     2 sweated
     2 forward
     2 report
     2 forming
     2 silently
     2 calmly
     2 come
     2 less
     2 earthman
     2 circle
     2 make
     2 burning
     2 rat
     2 some
     2 somehow
     2 ahead
     2 struck
     2 laughing
     2 funny
     2 hung
     2 wanted
     2 worse
     2 broken
     2 followed
     2 meant
     2 ideal
     2 savagery
     2 honorably
     2 may
     2 noseless
     2 oxygen
     2 carried
     2 paw
     2 beating
     2 packed
     2 glared
     2 officer's
     2 wouldn't
     2 mists
     2 cell
     2 has
     2 throat
     2 curtain
     2 drops
     2 you'd
     2 march
     2 downpour
     2 stay
     2 lay
     2 help
     2 quinine
     2 certain
     2 word
     2 everything
     2 threw
     2 power
     2 grip
     2 speak
     2 escort
     2 strangling
     2 post
     2 ears
     2 monotonous
     2 clean
     2 life
     2 sky
     2 arm
     2 mistake
     2 mass
     2 girls
     2 grin
     2 lived
     2 answer
     2 literally
     2 jekkara
     2 laughter
     2 stones
     2 cursing
     2 thinking
     2 examinations
     2 fall
     2 sprang
     2 brutal
     2 unconsciousness
     2 silence
     2 drawn
     2 glimpse
     2 craggy
     2 tore
     2 tree-branch
     2 stopped
     2 sat
     2 waste
     2 prayed
     2 same
     2 offer
     2 electrolysis
     2 oddly
     2 must
     2 queer
     2 deserts
     2 watched
     2 tearing
     2 oily
     2 wife
     2 honor
     2 broad
     2 inwardly
     2 beneath
     2 solid
     2 mesh
     2 hurled
     2 plant
     2 held
     2 pod
     2 these
     2 clammy
     2 bitter
     2 instant
     2 crossed
     2 thing
     2 fought
     2 dropped
     2 wild
     2 reptilian
     2 vast
     2 spat
     2 sleep
     2 icy
     2 shut
     2 boy
     2 edges
     2 hairy
     2 rolled
     2 near
     2 she
     2 turning
     2 dusk
     2 quick
     2 wasn't
     2 shivering
     2 clearing
     2 later
     2 length
     2 iron
     2 kicked
     2 its
     2 crouched
     2 neck
     2 reconnoitering
     2 ends
     2 someone
     2 thil
     2 new
     2 voice
     2 changed
     2 stricken
     2 most
     2 triangular
     2 six-fingered
     2 drumming
     2 strong
     2 last
     2 heroics
     2 duty
     2 swart
     2 clothes
     2 else
     2 escape
     2 hundred
     2 what's
     2 tiptoe
     2 honest
     2 mad
     2 praying
     2 titan's
     2 waited
     2 hulking
     2 anger
     2 stellar
     2 realized
     2 coming
     2 erect
     2 showed
     2 weasel
     2 reason
     2 earthly
     2 days
     2 throbbing
     2 trying
     2 thinks
     2 choked
     2 things
     2 wine-shops
     2 quarters
     2 earth
     2 systems
     2 month
     2 calling
     2 we're
     2 touched
     2 protective
     2 thick
     2 pistol
     2 sense
     2 snapped
     2 fertile
     2 started
     2 vicious
     2 second
     2 rods
     2 miles
     2 exile
     2 thudding
     2 sly
     2 light
     2 warily
     2 dry
     2 strip
     2 hungrily
     2 sent
     2 yet
     2 truth
     2 scut
     2 stripped
     2 madman
     2 dose
     2 extract
     2 faces
     2 shook
     2 muddy
     2 anywhere
     2 staring
     2 bigger
     2 gripped
     2 stepped
     2 lhiva
     2 purpose
     2 fort's
     2 court-martial
     2 tell
     2 shirt
     2 overload
     2 sides
     2 anything
     2 breastplates
     1 nearest
     1 load
     1 gloves
     1 lucid
     1 cool
     1 huts
     1 finality
     1 ashamed
     1 banging
     1 battle-tempered
     1 show
     1 lack
     1 immediately
     1 handling
     1 supply
     1 amusedly
     1 gasp
     1 revolting
     1 dipped
     1 stiffly
     1 resigned
     1 protected
     1 lid
     1 perfect
     1 twisted
     1 pod-hung
     1 tumbled
     1 dumped
     1 peremptorily
     1 clamped
     1 hot
     1 plain
     1 foot
     1 plan
     1 dimly
     1 sweat-box
     1 doorway
     1 whirling
     1 electrocuted
     1 striding
     1 risen
     1 wary
     1 humid
     1 halter
     1 shoot
     1 girl's
     1 temple
     1 harsh
     1 trapped
     1 action
     1 atmosphere
     1 terran
     1 extracts
     1 unconscious
     1 thrown
     1 stooped
     1 fast
     1 twilight
     1 southern
     1 running
     1 cold-blooded
     1 circuited
     1 swamp-dwellers
     1 picked
     1 dirty
     1 aching
     1 writhing
     1 smartness
     1 turbine
     1 dumbly
     1 obedient
     1 rained
     1 coil
     1 bed
     1 scrutiny
     1 solar
     1 forts
     1 symbol
     1 follow
     1 continued
     1 rapid
     1 order
     1 sorry
     1 definitely
     1 fed
     1 assorted
     1 struggled
     1 slumped
     1 eternal
     1 sure
     1 comfort
     1 whole
     1 burst
     1 stations
     1 send
     1 stubborn
     1 rubbed
     1 demanded
     1 lashed
     1 vulnerable
     1 special
     1 tight-coiled
     1 accidentally
     1 choking
     1 madness
     1 rats
     1 argot
     1 snarl
     1 ugly
     1 part
     1 seen
     1 knows
     1 anthropoid
     1 swim
     1 hand-like
     1 least
     1 tall
     1 kan's
     1 hauling
     1 died
     1 nahali's
     1 everywhere
     1 loosening
     1 worry
     1 leaving
     1 film
     1 wax
     1 certainly
     1 music
     1 fever-mists
     1 lengths
     1 riveted
     1 career
     1 intense
     1 sibilant
     1 bending
     1 capricious
     1 break
     1 weapon
     1 muttered
     1 lousy
     1 hurt
     1 loud
     1 flea
     1 swarmed
     1 entered
     1 sucked
     1 powerful
     1 gaped
     1 unclenching
     1 insolent
     1 scales
     1 directed
     1 outlanders
     1 walls
     1 friendship
     1 different
     1 cub
     1 crying
     1 strangler
     1 wires
     1 eel
     1 pollen
     1 leveled
     1 creatures
     1 grunt
     1 pressure
     1 admit
     1 sound
     1 grapple
     1 pay
     1 damp
     1 ranged
     1 tricked
     1 cut
     1 rush
     1 rubber-shod
     1 awkwardly
     1 pain
     1 six-foot
     1 shape
     1 chuckled
     1 hydrocarbons
     1 ruby
     1 falling
     1 cancelled
     1 human
     1 twice
     1 dirt
     1 apart
     1 curse
     1 writhed
     1 rid
     1 sealed
     1 wrestled
     1 strangled
     1 system's
     1 minutes
     1 soaking
     1 charge
     1 streaked
     1 fastened
     1 feral
     1 ice
     1 distrust
     1 greenish
     1 blindly
     1 scarlet-eyed
     1 place
     1 taunt
     1 startled
     1 circuits
     1 incongruity
     1 mighty
     1 groundcloth
     1 land
     1 shouted
     1 trigger
     1 flesh
     1 slackened
     1 nature
     1 eye
     1 fight
     1 raiding
     1 top
     1 tautly
     1 directly
     1 fever-mist
     1 blowing
     1 should
     1 baffled
     1 heads
     1 boot
     1 answered
     1 impervious
     1 properly
     1 space-burned
     1 freezing
     1 mammals
     1 well-scrubbed
     1 fled
     1 watery
     1 helpless
     1 houses
     1 angered
     1 clamps
     1 peering
     1 rotted
     1 indicated
     1 wiped
     1 owing
     1 bend
     1 youngster
     1 twenty-five
     1 surgery
     1 mates
     1 holster
     1 hate
     1 below
     1 environment
     1 raining
     1 he'll
     1 improvised
     1 singing
     1 designed
     1 gestured
     1 opposite
     1 remarkable
     1 weak
     1 oh
     1 alternate
     1 bubbling
     1 vague
     1 palace
     1 whips
     1 celtic
     1 loomed
     1 exuded
     1 terrible
     1 racked
     1 bean-bag
     1 quicker
     1 yanked
     1 materialize
     1 mouth
     1 harvesting
     1 facing
     1 coveralls
     1 lean
     1 hound
     1 dead
     1 together
     1 plateaus
     1 normal
     1 chill
     1 supercilious
     1 esperanto
     1 getting
     1 waved
     1 hulk
     1 smothered
     1 movement
     1 large
     1 rock
     1 built
     1 splattering
     1 gathered
     1 bones
     1 trembling
     1 tortured
     1 generations
     1 juice
     1 unfamiliar
     1 gallant
     1 renegade
     1 naturally
     1 it's
     1 goads
     1 interworld
     1 sprung
     1 whether
     1 half
     1 close
     1 hesitate
     1 double
     1 battlefield
     1 drowned
     1 decision
     1 we've
     1 among
     1 crawling
     1 alternately
     1 hello
     1 nice
     1 reconnaissance
     1 became
     1 fleeting
     1 water-boots
     1 overdose
     1 eh
     1 wilderness
     1 six
     1 savagely
     1 hold
     1 branches
     1 grimness
     1 larger
     1 decently
     1 guilty
     1 raised
     1 given
     1 trifle
     1 link
     1 weeds
     1 slid
     1 breathe
     1 seared
     1 furiously
     1 tugging
     1 drew
     1 queerly
     1 bent
     1 lakes
     1 touch
     1 spitting
     1 within
     1 cared
     1 led
     1 flushed
     1 bleak
     1 dam
     1 coupled
     1 detective
     1 frequency
     1 idea
     1 truths
     1 shouts
     1 swinging
     1 reached
     1 beleaguered
     1 furnished
     1 believe
     1 yes
     1 child's
     1 continually
     1 protested
     1 uniforms
     1 torrential
     1 roughly
     1 cried
     1 point
     1 assumed
     1 madame
     1 trap
     1 pull
     1 clumsy
     1 briefly
     1 gamely
     1 ozone
     1 repeated
     1 marrow
     1 nearly
     1 fifty
     1 dazed
     1 minute
     1 pause
     1 cursed
     1 killed
     1 paraffin
     1 cynically
     1 goaded
     1 dryly
     1 drove
     1 exultation
     1 comrades
     1 either
     1 drown
     1 tent
     1 glance
     1 leave
     1 low-canaler's
     1 mockingly
     1 subaltern
     1 blank
     1 waterproof
     1 thatched
     1 harmless
     1 carry
     1 treasure
     1 delirious
     1 strangle
     1 half-blindly
     1 glasses
     1 admirably
     1 uniquely
     1 us
     1 hang
     1 brought
     1 listen
     1 blank-eyed
     1 ridge
     1 plundered
     1 trousers
     1 sweatbox
     1 noses
     1 yelled
     1 strained
     1 sluggish
     1 bay
     1 seeing
     1 travesty
     1 swarm
     1 everyone
     1 trouble
     1 people
     1 failed
     1 ear
     1 stone
     1 warlike
     1 saying
     1 tramp
     1 flash
     1 relieve
     1 holding
     1 hissed
     1 disgust
     1 table
     1 paralyzed
     1 country
     1 swooped
     1 narrowed
     1 rob
     1 numbing
     1 electro-cannons
     1 forgetting
     1 huge
     1 diffusing
     1 blur
     1 bottom
     1 threat
     1 sickbay's
     1 usual
     1 hope
     1 ingenious
     1 insulation
     1 stretching
     1 flexing
     1 mist-grey
     1 unprepared
     1 poised
     1 dawn
     1 plastic
     1 simple
     1 deadly
     1 smoking
     1 failure
     1 contemptuous
     1 woke
     1 many
     1 talking
     1 murmured
     1 hard-bitten
     1 waxy
     1 planned
     1 hoarsely
     1 mocking
     1 inspiration
     1 fused
     1 hero-worship
     1 fountains
     1 bloody
     1 unsteadily
     1 they'd
     1 say
     1 possible
     1 kept
     1 proud
     1 poured
     1 turn
     1 where's
     1 split
     1 cost
     1 sling
     1 gathering
     1 vixens
     1 goes
     1 we
     1 stab
     1 groaning
     1 dropping
     1 softer
     1 tide
     1 ankle
     1 defensive
     1 breathing
     1 wavered
     1 adapting
     1 difference
     1 onto
     1 flung
     1 needed
     1 screamed
     1 start
     1 semi-consciousness
     1 electric
     1 liha-branch
     1 s
     1 hiss
     1 man-sized
     1 cooler
     1 ram
     1 intent
     1 ten
     1 soldiers
     1 croak
     1 blinded
     1 deluge
     1 space-rats
     1 pollen-pods
     1 there's
     1 quietly
     1 much
     1 questioned
     1 fists
     1 victim
     1 hooked
     1 garbage
     1 blind
     1 moaned
     1 making
     1 fever-mad
     1 cleared
     1 probably
     1 ranks
     1 senior
     1 afterthought
     1 collapsed
     1 identity
     1 next
     1 washed
     1 spreading
     1 themselves
     1 jerking
     1 choose
     1 hanging
     1 cat
     1 mist
     1 strangely
     1 limply
     1 busy
     1 dump
     1 needs
     1 focus
     1 plank
     1 steady
     1 ordered
     1 thumb
     1 congenial
     1 ant
     1 slighter
     1 trails
     1 jaw
     1 course
     1 united
     1 tented
     1 ship
     1 warm-blooded
     1 throttling
     1 soft
     1 haven't
     1 laid
     1 doused
     1 potential
     1 muzzle
     1 carved
     1 strange
     1 isn't
     1 peered
     1 rough
     1 rumpled
     1 university-bred
     1 various
     1 high-and-mighty
     1 swelter
     1 bony
     1 pleasure
     1 squelched
     1 pouch
     1 hesitated
     1 epithelial
     1 managed
     1 quivering
     1 miserably
     1 stern
     1 bared
     1 blackened
     1 breaking
     1 manlike
     1 eagerly
     1 trim
     1 folded
     1 fallen
     1 breathlessly
     1 fear
     1 especially
     1 standing
     1 stumble
     1 well-intentioned
     1 sir
     1 rolling
     1 guess
     1 fun
     1 destroying
     1 harmlessly
     1 instantly
     1 eyed
     1 two-foot
     1 planks
     1 bridge
     1 choke
     1 filled
     1 apparatus
     1 stretched
     1 darting
     1 lapsed
     1 reptiles
     1 raking
     1 electrocute
     1 safe
     1 yielded
     1 untroubled
     1 mean
     1 thicker
     1 began
     1 whisper
     1 hoarse
     1 softly
     1 piano
     1 perspective
     1 storming
     1 forget
     1 outlaw
     1 consciousness
     1 scum
     1 horde
     1 slack
     1 widened
     1 studied
     1 lights
     1 garrisoned
     1 preparations
     1 rain-beat
     1 faced
     1 front
     1 price
     1 reptile
     1 gardens
     1 fine
     1 smiling
     1 deafened
     1 pouring
     1 yourself
     1 drenched
     1 known
     1 hell
     1 dizzy
     1 squalid
     1 beast's
     1 line
     1 shout
     1 towed
     1 plus
     1 commandant
     1 sputtered
     1 swells
     1 need
     1 jarring
     1 does
     1 skins
     1 working
     1 old
     1 swiftly
     1 slunk
     1 red
     1 iridescent
     1 kick
     1 hours
     1 volunteer
     1 anyway
     1 plowing
     1 during
     1 equally
     1 trait
     1 slightest
     1 rising
     1 low-canaler
     1 forms
     1 volunteered
     1 cheekbones
     1 skin-cells
     1 paused
     1 distaste
     1 betrayed
     1 odd
     1 sodden
     1 system
     1 stand
     1 brains
     1 grimly
     1 heat
     1 squirming
     1 underfoot
     1 dull
     1 strode
     1 rhythm
     1 maybe
     1 yards
     1 dioxide
     1 roar
     1 cased
     1 stared
     1 truly
     1 stupidly
     1 hadn't
     1 reservoir
     1 battering-rams
     1 added
     1 home
     1 branching
     1 gulped
     1 reek
     1 clenched
     1 memories
     1 force
     1 breeze
     1 redeyed
     1 fit
     1 rest
     1 streamed
     1 laughs
     1 believing
     1 swing
     1 chose
     1 shivered
     1 guards
     1 spillway
     1 bound
     1 shells
     1 service
     1 coating
     1 swayed
     1 pillow
     1 stilled
     1 full
     1 prowled
     1 finished
     1 smile
     1 loves
     1 doubt
     1 hardly
     1 plateau
     1 sprawling
     1 joyous
     1 pods
     1 filthy
     1 huddled
     1 command
     1 covering
     1 grim
     1 fever-bright
     1 problem
     1 fox
     1 warm
     1 piping
     1 miniature
     1 forerunner
     1 equipment
     1 darkening
     1 three-tiered
     1 ring
     1 midst
     1 horizon
     1 sun
     1 suited
     1 electro-therapy
     1 rabble
     1 temporarily
     1 others
     1 fault
     1 clanged
     1 spread
     1 friends
     1 chain
     1 seeming
     1 lives
     1 territory
     1 fail
     1 savage
     1 white-haired
     1 saturated
     1 fully
     1 taking
     1 day
     1 reflected
     1 dourly
     1 path
     1 normally
     1 gods
     1 viciousness
     1 surroundings
     1 incoherently
     1 freedom
     1 babbling
     1 dressed
     1 stream
     1 echoed
     1 pools
     1 stony
     1 tiny
     1 level
     1 clenching
     1 robbed
     1 articulated
     1 dodged
     1 mist-wrapped
     1 tantallon
     1 limp
     1 nor
     1 sneak
     1 hardness
     1 dismissed
     1 otherwise
     1 scrapings
     1 springs
     1 expecting
     1 charged
     1 flow
     1 shaking
     1 fringe
     1 found
     1 onward
     1 irrevocably
     1 shouldn't
     1 ask
     1 curtly
     1 torn
     1 ramrod-straight
     1 books
     1 volunteers
     1 surrounding
     1 once
     1 floor
     1 wherever
     1 bursting
     1 tried
     1 gradually
     1 quiet
     1 five
     1 stiffened
     1 rain-blurred
     1 fired
     1 completely
     1 electrical
     1 buried
     1 cigars
     1 bout
     1 spots
     1 momentarily
     1 life-giving
     1 swore
     1 touching
     1 drop
     1 party
     1 courses
     1 picture
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  663 the
     386 and
     242 a
     240 of
     229 he
     198 was
     183 to
     161 harker
     157 it
     143 his
     122 in
     113 they
     108 that
     98 with
     84 were
     81 on
     76 said
     74 mclaren
     73 there
     72 you
     70 like
     65 him
     65 had
     63 up
     60 i
     59 but
     57 at
     53 her
     52 them
     51 out
     49 not
     45 she
     44 as
     40 their
     38 from
     37 sim
     35 by
     35 into
     35 for
     34 back
     33 down
     33 what
     32 no
     32 all
     32 then
     32 through
     29 over
     28 again
     26 eyes
     24 matt
     24 about
     24 we
     23 could
     23 have
     23 one
     22 do
     22 be
     21 away
     21 if
     21 black
     21 long
     21 when
     21 get
     21 came
     21 began
     21 before
     20 so
     19 did
     19 time
     19 face
     19 little
     19 is
     19 harker's
     18 water
     18 it's
     18 going
     18 or
     18 rory
     18 button
     18 river
     17 an
     17 toward
     17 turned
     17 people
     17 too
     17 birds
     16 even
     16 off
     16 saw
     16 me
     16 went
     16 are
     16 started
     16 light
     15 go
     15 right
     15 don't
     15 where
     15 come
     15 us
     15 way
     15 now
     15 got
     15 maybe
     15 head
     14 can
     14 more
     14 only
     14 lay
     14 didn't
     14 himself
     14 would
     14 valley
     14 just
     14 made
     14 ledge
     14 first
     13 something
     13 mind
     13 man
     13 place
     13 own
     13 my
     13 still
     13 looked
     13 swimmers
     13 while
     13 its
     13 great
     13 cliffs
     13 around
     12 i'm
     12 white
     12 some
     12 how
     12 land
     12 top
     12 flowers
     12 below
     12 dead
     12 wind
     12 here
     12 laughed
     12 see
     12 along
     12 this
     12 there's
     12 across
     12 high
     11 clean
     11 dark
     11 than
     11 after
     11 look
     11 golden
     11 blue
     11 two
     11 skin
     11 been
     10 fever
     10 make
     10 stood
     10 knew
     10 thought
     10 beyond
     10 against
     10 know
     10 forest
     10 air
     10 mclaren's
     10 grass
     10 though
     10 take
     9 ran
     9 behind
     9 good
     9 almost
     9 gibbons
     9 men
     9 stopped
     9 body
     9 enough
     9 better
     9 smiled
     9 stop
     9 much
     9 grew
     9 why
     9 lake
     9 suddenly
     9 think
     9 very
     8 gone
     8 rose
     8 fire
     8 he's
     8 those
     8 your
     8 seemed
     8 hands
     8 rock
     8 blood
     8 watched
     8 asked
     8 spear
     8 small
     8 night
     8 can't
     8 tunnel
     8 cloud
     8 pass
     8 god
     8 bodies
     8 our
     8 slowly
     8 above
     8 old
     8 viki
     8 three
     8 trees
     8 clear
     8 short
     7 cool
     7 that's
     7 both
     7 flower-people
     7 higher
     7 hair
     7 cliff
     7 understand
     7 ahead
     7 remember
     7 sound
     7 wouldn't
     7 oh
     7 upward
     7 button's
     7 close
     7 find
     7 i'll
     7 sat
     7 thing
     7 climbing
     7 green
     7 sea
     7 new
     7 hundred
     7 glanced
     7 other
     7 well
     7 far
     7 clouds
     7 earth
     7 darkness
     7 kid
     7 bright
     7 felt
     7 between
     7 couldn't
     7 tried
     6 arms
     6 watching
     6 under
     6 without
     6 they're
     6 you're
     6 any
     6 seen
     6 big
     6 burning
     6 ones
     6 creatures
     6 nodded
     6 girl
     6 feet
     6 sky
     6 put
     6 because
     6 low
     6 granite
     6 huge
     6 hope
     6 creepers
     6 who
     6 wasn't
     6 say
     6 venus
     6 stretched
     6 thin
     6 hell
     6 young
     6 somewhere
     6 run
     6 leg
     6 dry
     6 sun
     6 born
     6 which
     6 found
     6 color
     6 looking
     5 rocks
     5 already
     5 plain
     5 knife
     5 gave
     5 growing
     5 shadows
     5 child
     5 wide
     5 left
     5 meant
     5 pain
     5 cry
     5 moved
     5 perhaps
     5 shrugged
     5 flesh
     5 care
     5 slow
     5 beside
     5 ago
     5 together
     5 thinking
     5 finish-place
     5 will
     5 overhead
     5 tired
     5 broke
     5 shining
     5 shoulder
     5 moving
     5 colony
     5 fell
     5 carry
     5 keep
     5 caves
     5 smell
     5 want
     5 dawn
     5 silent
     5 voice
     5 wall
     5 flat
     5 swamp
     5 yeah
     5 strange
     5 presently
     5 hard
     5 edge
     5 things
     5 need
     5 happens
     5 fingers
     5 caught
     5 guessed
     5 thick
     5 ferns
     5 force
     5 rest
     5 petals
     5 weight
     5 faces
     5 since
     5 ever
     5 always
     5 tiny
     5 covered
     5 hand
     5 wings
     5 anything
     4 gray
     4 partly
     4 sheer
     4 flame
     4 past
     4 end
     4 bone
     4 part
     4 heard
     4 hurt
     4 give
     4 vanished
     4 sim's
     4 having
     4 also
     4 shape
     4 until
     4 thrust
     4 help
     4 shouted
     4 blowing
     4 should
     4 heads
     4 settlement
     4 slide
     4 let's
     4 easily
     4 life
     4 mouth
     4 cold
     4 lived
     4 channel
     4 large
     4 half
     4 quite
     4 indigo
     4 hold
     4 branches
     4 drew
     4 bent
     4 led
     4 friend
     4 spring
     4 wife
     4 broad
     4 nearly
     4 minute
     4 finally
     4 these
     4 gold
     4 listen
     4 yelled
     4 stone
     4 flames
     4 rushing
     4 lips
     4 climb
     4 soon
     4 chest
     4 slender
     4 cavern
     4 making
     4 washed
     4 what's
     4 laid
     4 smooth
     4 bandages
     4 coming
     4 days
     4 mud
     4 softly
     4 snow
     4 studied
     4 open
     4 slope
     4 soil
     4 surface
     4 crack
     4 touched
     4 stared
     4 thoughts
     4 took
     4 might
     4 feel
     4 minds
     4 work
     4 full
     4 conscious
     4 deep
     4 longer
     4 rushed
     4 daylight
     4 once
     4 helped
     4 underground
     4 live
     3 wait
     3 death
     3 danger
     3 heavily
     3 set
     3 twisted
     3 age
     3 bleeding
     3 we'll
     3 trapped
     3 withered
     3 picked
     3 living
     3 follow
     3 image
     3 blossoms
     3 kind
     3 sure
     3 pretty
     3 rocky
     3 mountains
     3 ugly
     3 sometimes
     3 flower-heads
     3 tall
     3 leaving
     3 carefully
     3 brush
     3 somebody
     3 exiles
     3 hung
     3 wanted
     3 broken
     3 sharp
     3 lichen
     3 walls
     3 may
     3 walk
     3 carried
     3 cut
     3 stronger
     3 pushing
     3 throat
     3 fight
     3 promised
     3 power
     3 wondered
     3 itself
     3 packs
     3 call
     3 claws
     3 singing
     3 wished
     3 every
     3 terrible
     3 formed
     3 grin
     3 distance
     3 leaves
     3 heart
     3 silence
     3 drawn
     3 same
     3 cousins
     3 branch
     3 faded
     3 lost
     3 alive
     3 pliant
     3 heap
     3 pale
     3 ground
     3 beneath
     3 reached
     3 called
     3 floating
     3 point
     3 obeyed
     3 worrying
     3 side
     3 fought
     3 matter
     3 won't
     3 slabs
     3 sleep
     3 shut
     3 rolled
     3 worn
     3 never
     3 swimming
     3 ropes
     3 they'd
     3 possible
     3 kept
     3 kicked
     3 earthquake
     3 neck
     3 onto
     3 flung
     3 screamed
     3 leaning
     3 changed
     3 sweet
     3 roof
     3 last
     3 shoulders
     3 thirty-eight
     3 inside
     3 i've
     3 jaw
     3 phosphorescent
     3 slashing
     3 crazy
     3 none
     3 isn't
     3 hurry
     3 waited
     3 anger
     3 shot
     3 blade
     3 standing
     3 easy
     3 instantly
     3 words
     3 pointed
     3 play
     3 swam
     3 told
     3 sail
     3 nothing
     3 giant
     3 red
     3 faint
     3 climbed
     3 blazing
     3 carrying
     3 morning
     3 roots
     3 moment
     3 phosphorescence
     3 veil
     3 rope
     3 crawled
     3 home
     3 hunt
     3 breeze
     3 second
     3 feeling
     3 each
     3 tough
     3 hidden
     3 plateau
     3 bush
     3 warm
     3 hey
     3 loose
     3 sent
     3 dim
     3 day
     3 anyhow
     3 appeared
     3 level
     3 shook
     3 quickly
     3 sort
     3 pure
     3 knives
     3 quiet
     3 completely
     3 swore
     2 taken
     2 sweating
     2 em
     2 fleece
     2 gleam
     2 pile
     2 whistling
     2 they'll
     2 tree
     2 third
     2 bad
     2 hot
     2 draft
     2 scarlet
     2 foot
     2 shudder
     2 shale
     2 beaks
     2 sick
     2 girl's
     2 bare
     2 lord
     2 surprised
     2 plannies
     2 understanding
     2 damn
     2 fast
     2 running
     2 faster
     2 pit
     2 passed
     2 move
     2 enormous
     2 beautiful
     2 strength
     2 endless
     2 woman
     2 smoke
     2 whole
     2 lying
     2 flood
     2 rubbed
     2 fields
     2 voices
     2 curious
     2 unbelievably
     2 knows
     2 stayed
     2 swollen
     2 whence
     2 died
     2 hit
     2 everywhere
     2 tip
     2 somehow
     2 playing
     2 dotted
     2 laughing
     2 worried
     2 except
     2 stir
     2 followed
     2 sharply
     2 leaned
     2 sank
     2 form
     2 fern
     2 permission
     2 different
     2 crying
     2 question
     2 opals
     2 rush
     2 gentle
     2 wanderers
     2 badly
     2 swift
     2 human
     2 you'll
     2 spark
     2 has
     2 guarding
     2 writhed
     2 flower
     2 streaked
     2 slapped
     2 growth
     2 dip
     2 chin
     2 bet
     2 stay
     2 drifting
     2 guts
     2 flower-hounds
     2 beauty
     2 seeds
     2 word
     2 stare
     2 curled
     2 chimney
     2 cripesake
     2 plants
     2 speaking
     2 total
     2 complete
     2 warned
     2 gasping
     2 subtle
     2 comes
     2 flint
     2 staggering
     2 ships
     2 showing
     2 seas
     2 spoke
     2 thorns
     2 arm
     2 faintly
     2 ages
     2 weed
     2 silver
     2 shame
     2 answer
     2 getting
     2 laughter
     2 legend
     2 burned
     2 shrill
     2 whether
     2 sprang
     2 grow
     2 crushed
     2 we've
     2 among
     2 crawling
     2 amphibious
     2 inch
     2 nice
     2 tight
     2 weren't
     2 became
     2 weeks
     2 quality
     2 food
     2 crawl
     2 attack
     2 eyelids
     2 bawling
     2 yelling
     2 children
     2 must
     2 pulled
     2 swung
     2 touch
     2 species
     2 dam
     2 blew
     2 done
     2 throwing
     2 gloom
     2 tumbling
     2 pull
     2 glow
     2 venusians
     2 try
     2 cursed
     2 killed
     2 sunburn
     2 drove
     2 jutting
     2 walked
     2 leave
     2 size
     2 chance
     2 shake
     2 soul
     2 dropped
     2 married
     2 mentally
     2 trouble
     2 really
     2 fish
     2 anymore
     2 lowest
     2 vast
     2 fungus
     2 torch
     2 port
     2 abruptly
     2 universe
     2 bottom
     2 dad
     2 rather
     2 downward
     2 imperfect
     2 save
     2 die
     2 simple
     2 deadly
     2 near
     2 tangled
     2 twitched
     2 turning
     2 quick
     2 puzzled
     2 poured
     2 scented
     2 ankle
     2 narrow
     2 following
     2 difference
     2 trilled
     2 needed
     2 curved
     2 start
     2 flower-things
     2 beat
     2 quietly
     2 explained
     2 upon
     2 mischievous
     2 blind
     2 patches
     2 strong
     2 probably
     2 mountain
     2 stuck
     2 hi
     2 recognizable
     2 spreading
     2 applied
     2 ragged
     2 mist
     2 barren
     2 busy
     2 colors
     2 critters
     2 quickness
     2 another
     2 okay
     2 formation
     2 ship
     2 soft
     2 beasts
     2 seed-cloud
     2 seed
     2 pleasure
     2 raced
     2 clumps
     2 aboard
     2 fear
     2 realized
     2 sir
     2 giants
     2 sap
     2 thorny
     2 guess
     2 ancient
     2 coiled
     2 dying
     2 fool
     2 belly
     2 brain
     2 returned
     2 grinned
     2 bushes
     2 noise
     2 incredible
     2 lights
     2 fragrance
     2 ended
     2 naked
     2 front
     2 amount
     2 few
     2 intervals
     2 injured
     2 utterly
     2 known
     2 kissed
     2 difficult
     2 swiftly
     2 luminous
     2 anyway
     2 during
     2 whispered
     2 steel
     2 cheekbones
     2 pack
     2 fairly
     2 breathed
     2 ill-tempered
     2 bowl
     2 rotten
     2 angrily
     2 closing
     2 lifted
     2 dull
     2 places
     2 haze
     2 animal
     2 hadn't
     2 couple
     2 rested
     2 awake
     2 exquisite
     2 several
     2 texture
     2 shivered
     2 love
     2 canyon
     2 terror
     2 tipped
     2 thistledown
     2 attention
     2 colonists
     2 finished
     2 smile
     2 eroded
     2 happen
     2 firm
     2 clawed
     2 weariness
     2 push
     2 free
     2 rich
     2 others
     2 fault
     2 spread
     2 yet
     2 truth
     2 am
     2 rustling
     2 hole
     2 tone
     2 apparently
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